
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Despite  backlash, state Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) 
is continuing to push for legisla-
tion that would rename Donald J. 

Trump State Park to Heather D. 
Heyer State Park, after the demon-
strator who was mowed down in 
Charlottesville, Va., last month.

Rozic said she has received anti-
Semitic hate mail following her an-

nouncement of the legislation that 
would direct the commissioner of 
the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion to rename the park, located 
in Yorktown Heights to Heather D. 

Heyer State Park. 
“As soon as they came in, I fol-

lowed that law and notified the 
NYPD to have them filed on re-
cord,” she said of the hate mail. 
“In the meantime, no threat will 
stop me from working for my dis-
trict, and I will never compromise 
the values that brought me to this 
office, no matter how many more 
hostilities, postcards or otherwise 
come in.”

According to the Declaration of 
Policy of the Office of Parks, state 
parks should foster and strengthen 
the sense of purpose, well-being and 
identity of the citizens of this state. 
Rozic said the renaming would ac-
knowledge that its current designa-
tion does not reflect the goals of up-
lifting and unifying New Yorkers.

“New York has always been a 
state that celebrates the strength in 
our diversity and has made it clear, 
time and time again, that hate has 
no place in our communities,” she 
said. “The events that unfolded in 
Charlottesville and across the na-
tion will continue being called out 
by Americans whose values are 
rooted in progress and equality.”

Heyer died Aug. 12 at a “Unite 
the Right” event in Charottesville. 
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LL Cool J (r.), who grew up in St. Albans, uses his set at The Meadows Music Festival at Citi Field as a tutorial on 
hip-hop. Nicki Minaj and Darryl McDaniels of Run-DMC also made suprise appearances. Photo by Joseph Swift

QUEENS REPRESENTS 

BY MARK HALLUM

It has been five years since 
Ray Lengend went on fire-bomb-
ing spree of mosques through-
out southeast Queens, but he 
has only just now pleaded guilty 
to the crimes against Muslims 
who the 45-year-old Guyanese 
man claimed in 2012 had been 
“trying to take over his life.”

Acting Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Barry Kron said 
he would sentence Lengend, a 
resident of Queens Village, to 
20 years and five years post-
release supervision for first-de-
gree arson as a hate-crime when 
he returns to court on Sept. 28, 
Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said.

“In pleading guilty, the de-
fendant has admitted to carry-
ing out a vicious, hate-filled at-
tack that endangered scores of 
people,” Brown said. “In a sin-
gle night, this individual filled 
glass bottles with gasoline to 
make crude Molotov cocktails 
and then tossed them at five 
buildings. His targets ranged 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

School Districts 26 and 25 in northeast Queens 
had some of the city’s highest test scores for third to 
eighth graders in proficiency exams in Mathematics 
and English Language Arts for the 2016-2017 school 
year , according to the  state’s Dept. of Education. 

NE Qns schools score  
high on state exams

BY BILL PARRY

The city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commis-
sion unanimously voted 
to designate the Old St. 
James Episcopal Church 
in Elmhurst as a New York 
City Individual Landmark. 

The church, located at 86-
02 Broadway, was built in 
1735 and 1736 in what was 
called Newtown Village.

It is historically signifi-
cant as the city’s second-
oldest religious building 
and oldest remaining 
Church of England mis-

sion church in the five bor-
oughs.

Retaining both 18th 
and 19th century historic 
design, workmanship and 
materials, it is an archi-
tecturally significant ex-
ample of the Colonial Meet-
inghouse form, combined 

Old St. James Episcpal Church in Elmhurst 
is now the newest landmark in New York 
City after a unanimous vote by the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

Courtesy Landmarks Preservation Commission

Islamophobic 
fi re-bomber 
pleads guilty

Rozic gets state park hate mail
Congresswoman hit with backlash after announcing push for Trump name change

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 14

Elmhurst church landmarked
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Refugees rented president’s childhood house
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
In an attempt to send a 

message to President Donald 
Trump and world leaders, 
the British charity Oxfam 
rented out the president’s 
childhood Jamaica Estates 
home to four refugees over 
the weekend. 

Oxfam, an international 
confederation of charitable 
organizations focused on the 
alleviation of global poverty, 
invited refugees from Syr-
ian, Vietnam and Somalia to 
the president’s former home 
as Trump and world leaders 
prepared to gather in New 
York for the United Nation’s 
General Assembly. 

According to Shannon 
Scribner, humanitarian 
policy manager at Oxfam, 
the timing was no coinci-
dence since the organization 
wanted to send an unequivo-
cal message to world leaders: 
Refugees are welcome here. 
In a blog post, Oxfam said 
the current refugee crisis 
has created the world’s worst 

displacement crisis since 
World War II. 

“What better place to 
show world leaders the value 
of a safe, welcoming home for 
those fleeing unthinkable sit-
uations than the childhood 
home of the U.S. president?” 
the organization wrote. “Ox-
fam invited refugees here to 
share their stories and call 

for greater action by the U.S. 
government and govern-
ments around the world to 
resettle and help refugees.”

Trump’s Tudor-style five-
bedroom boyhood home, 
located at 85-15 Wareham 
Road, has recently been 
listed on Airbnb for $725 per 
night. In March the house 
was sold for $2.14 million af-

ter the property was bought 
at auction in January.

The refugees gathered in 
the home and shared their 
unique stories that led to 
them being resettled in dif-
ferent cities across the Unit-
ed States.

Oxfam noted that in a few 
weeks Trump will announce 
his decision on the num-

ber of refugees the United 
States will resettle in 2018. 
Congress is set to finalize 
spending bills determining 
the level of financial support 
the federal government will 
dedicate to aiding refugees 
and the U.S. Supreme Court 
will hear arguments on the 
president’s refugee and Mus-
lim ban.

“It has never been more 
important for Americans to 
use their voice to let their 
government know that ref-
ugees are welcome here, “ 
Oxfam said. “A cornerstone 
of the founding values of 
the United States was to of-
fer oppressed people refuge 
from violence and persecu-
tion. Now, as Americans 
we must open our minds, 
hearts and communities to 
vulnerable refugees who 
are seeking a safe place to 
call home.”

One of the invited refu-
gees was Abdi Iftin of Soma-
lia. Iftin settled in the States 
in 2014 and now works as an 
advocate introducing refu-

gees to their neighbors to 
help them integrate. 

“There’s a stereotype that 
refugees are no good, that we 
live on welfare, but I work 
12 hours a day and never 
receive assistance from the 
government,” he said. “I did 
not come here empty-hand-
ed. I came with skills, and I 
came with the perseverance 
to fight and contribute to the 
American economy. I’m a 
tax-paying legal resident.”

The organization ac-
knowledged rent Trump’s 
childhood home was an odd 
approach, but hoped it would 
draw attention to an impor-
tant cause. 

“Ultimately that’s what 
this project was for,” the 
organization said. “To put 
those most qualified to 
speak about refugees, and 
how they should be treated, 
front and center. If achiev-
ing that goal requires 
something as unusual and 
frankly weird as renting the 
president’s childhood home, 
then so be it.”

BY MARK HALLUM
 
President Donald 

Trump’s boyhood home in 
Jamaica estates, recently 
listed on Airbnb after be-
ing sold at auctions, was hit 
with a partial vacate order 
by the city Dept. of Build-
ings in late August. Citing 
an illegal conversion of the 
basement into an apartment 
without the required means 
of egress for occupants was 
the reason for the vacate or-
der last month.

The home at 85-15 Ware-
ham Road, cited on the 
president’s birth certificate, 
appeared on the website in 
June and uses the proper-
ty’s history as a selling point 
for visitors. It boasts 17 beds 
and mentions the location’s 
proximity to the F train. 
The five-bedroom house 
sold at auction in March for 
$2.1 million.

Originally listed for $750 
per night, the  listing has 

since been removed from 
the site.

This follows a back-and-
forth between state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and the home-share com-
pany in August over a bill 
the Queens politician hoped 
to pass that would require 
Airbnb renters to follow the 
same regulations as any 
other hotel.

“Airbnb’s unwelcome 
proliferation in neighbor-
hoods in my district, most-
ly by absentee commercial 
operators, has created a 
public nuisance and public 
safety risks that are sim-
ply unacceptab le,” Avella 
said in August. “If Airbnb 
wants to act like a hotel, 
then it must be subject to 
the same basic transpar-
ency and disclosure re-
quirements that all legal 
lodging establishments in 
the city of New York are 
responsible for.”

Avella has led a crusade 

against the rental website 
stemming from resident 
complaints about listings 
in his district, but laughed 
at an August news confer-
ence about the fact Trump’s 
home had even fallen victim 
to what he believes to be an 
epidemic in the suburban 
Queens neighborhood.

Avella commented that 

most presidential homes go 
on to become museums and 
landmarks while this is not 
the case for Trump.

“This is one of the mil-
lions of Airbnb listings in 
65,000 cities around the 
world that offer travelers the 
chance to stay in homes and 
communities they might 
have missed if they stayed 

in a traditional hotel,” Airb-
nb spokesman Peter Schot-
tenfels. “All hosts, whether 
they are a home-owner or 
an official bed and break-
fast, must affirm that they 
follow all safety laws and 
regulations.”

The listing said guests 
can enjoy the company of a 
cardboard cutout of the pres-
ident while watching Fox 
News in the living room.

“POTUS - Donald J. 
Trump’s childhood home,” 
the listing reads. “Stay in 
the heart of NYC in the pres-
ident’s childhood home. Fea-
tured in hundreds of news 
articles, stay in a part of liv-
ing history.”

A photo of one of the 
rooms shows a sign on the 
wall that says, “In this bed-
room, President Donald J. 
Trump was likely conceived 
by his parents, Fred and 
Mary Trump. The world has 
never been the same.”

Trump lived in the home 

from the time of his birth in 
1946 until 1950.

Acris records show the 
property was sold in De-
cember 2016 to Wareham 
Holdings LLC— which CNN 
Money associates with real 
estate investor Michael Da-
vis — for $1.3 million. The 
March transaction is shown 
to take place between this 
organization and another 
listed as “Trump Birth 
House, LLC.”

If the CNN Money report 
is correct, Davis flipped the 
property for a 54 percent 
profit to another company, 
harvesting rental revenue 
from the president’s Queens 
legacy.

An organization known 
as Oxfam recently rented 
the house to shelter four 
Syrian refugees.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Oxfam spoke to refugees in Trump’s childhood home last weekend in a video posted to its website.  
YouTube

Airbnb removes Trump home after partial vacate order

Airbnb removed the listing for Donald Trump’s childhood home 
after a partial vacate order was issued for an illegal conversion 
of the basement.
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4 Social justice, art come together in Jamaica
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Dozens came out last 
Friday to see the Social 
Justice Art Show’s second 
run at Jamaica Center for 
Arts & Learning present-
ed by Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest).

This year, there was 
artwork from a dozen art-
ists and the exhibit will 
last two weeks instead of 
just one night, according 
to the councilman. 

Last year the art show 
was at Rufus King Manor, 
but was moved to the big-
ger JCAL art center, lo-
cated at 161-04, Jamaica 
Ave.

The main theme of the 
art show was criminal 
justice, according to the 
councilman, who is the 
chair of the Committees 
of Juvenile Justice, Over-
sight and Investigation, 
and Courts and Legal 
Services. 

“It’s a really creative 
way to think about is-

sues,” said Lancman. 
When asked about the 

idea to present an art 
show focused on social 
justice, the councilman 
offered perspective.

“I’m a misty-eyed lib-
eral representing the in-
terests of my constituents 
in an extraordinarily di-
verse district,” he said. 
“About two-thirds of my 
district is people of color, 
and their experiences in 
the criminal justice sys-
tem is something that 
any decent person should 
be profoundly troubled 
by.” 

The artwork was cer-
tainly powerful. 

Artist Shenna Vaughn 
had one piece titled “Say 
My Name,” which had a 
collage of stories about 
police brutality or neg-
ligence with pictures of 
Amadou Diallo to Tray-
von Martin. An empty 
black hoodie and jeans 
were stretched out on top 
of it like a specter coming 

out of the canvas. In place 
of a face was a mirror. 

“I purposefully put a 
mirror because that could 
be you, that could be me,” 

Vaughn said. “When you 
are standing there in front 
of the piece, you can take 
it in and experience what 
it is like to be a black man 

or black woman.”
Her other piece, “Re-

vealing Grace,” is an-
other collage including 
articles ranging from the 
civil rights movement to 
the Black Lives Matter 
protests. There are red 
painted lines connecting 
the movements to the de-
piction of black figures in 
the media. On top of the 
canvass is a noose. 

Another artist fea-
tured at the show was 
Wanda Best. Her work 
depicted the hyper-incar-
ceration of people of color 
in the prison system. 

“For every one white 
person, there are five Af-
rican-Americans and two 
Hispanics in the United 
States jails,” Best said. 
“The United States incar-
cerates the most people, 
worldwide, with over 2.5 
million under criminal 
supervision.”

In the painting, “Pris-
on Population,” a white 
figure is huddled behind 

bars next to five black 
figures and two brown. 
In the companion piece, 
“Black Lives Matter,” 
instead of stars in the 
American f lag there are 
trees with blood on the 
leaves and black people 
hanging from nooses. 

“Trees grow leaves 
that produce air and air 
gives life, but with human 
intervention, trees bare 
strange fruit,” said Best, 
who had in mind Nina 
Simone’s song “Strange 
Fruit” when she painted 
the piece.

Congressman Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica), state 
Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), and Assembly-
women Vivian Cook 
(D-Jamaica) and Alicia 
Hyndman (D-Springfield 
Gardens) also sponsored 
the art show. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Councilman Rory Lancman presented the second annual Social 
Justice Art Show in Jamaica at JCAL. Artwork is by Shenna 
Vaughn.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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We’re here for you and your family.  No matter what stage of life you’re in, you can count on our wide 
range of products, services and friendly staff to meet your needs. Unlike other banks, we put the 
needs of our communities and customers first.

Get started today. 
Visit us online, call, or stop by any of our six 
locations to discover the difference of a 
community-style banking experience.

Treat yourself to...

a better banking 
experience.

Main Office: (718) 335-1300 | Ridgewood: (718) 497-4800  
Forest Hills: (718) 520-1500 | Fresh Meadows:  (718) 353-6145

Rego Park:  (718) 459-3400 | New Hyde Park: (516) 437-5000
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New apt. complex a hot issue
2,000 additional housing units set to arrive in Jamaica by 2019

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Zara Realty, a Queens-

based real estate firm, is de-
veloping a new luxury apart-
ment complex near Rufus 
King Park on 89th Avenue 
between 172nd and 173 streets 
in Jamaica. 

The 18-unit, seven-story 
building will feature a gym, 
two rooftop terraces with a 
recreational space, a lounge 
with free Wi-fi, washer and 
dyers in every unit, and a 
24/7 concierge, according to 
Jason Fink, a spokesman. 

Construction on the com-
plex is set to begin in spring 
2018 and should be completed 
in 18 months, according to 
Fink. It is part of the develop-
ment explosion going on in 
Jamaica, which is expected 
to bring 2,000 new housing 
units and 1,500 hotel rooms 
over the next few years, ac-
cording to Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporation.

“We have been invest-
ing in this community for 35 
years, and as Jamaica con-
tinues to grow and thrive, 
we are helping to provide the 
critical, high-quality housing 
that will accommodate this 
growth,” said Anthony Sub-
raj, vice president at Zara Re-
alty. “As a firm founded and 
still run by an immigrant 
family that made Jamaica 
our home, we are committed 
to the future of this diverse 
and vibrant community.”

Zara owns and manages 
more than 2.6 million square 
feet of residential property 

in Jamaica and surrounding 
communities, according to 
Fink. 

Not everyone in the com-
munity is happy about this 
new development, however.

Less than a month ago, 
Chhaya CDC, the Tenant As-
sociation of Hillside Park, 
Woodside on the Move, Sta-
bilizing NYC, AAFE, and 
Catholic Migration Services 

were demonstrating against 
Zara’s business practices on 
168th Street in Jamaica.

Members of the different 
associations accused Zara 
representatives of “harass-
ment, undue rent increases, 
and frivolous lawsuits,” and 
called them “predatory land-
lords.”

“Zara Reality has a track 
record of tenant harassment 

and contributing to the dis-
placement of low-income resi-
dents,” said Jagpreet Singh, 
a spokesman for Chhaya, 
a community development 
corporation. “Jamaica needs 
affordable housing and re-
sponsible landlords.

“This development will 
make it hard for long-time 
residents and their families 
to stay in their community. 
Chhaya is committed to 
working with community 
members that will be impact-
ed by this new development 
and ensure that private de-
velopers are held accountable 
for predatory practices.” 

Zara Realty spokesman 
Jason Fink found Singh’s ac-
cusations to be baseless. 

“Zara has invested mil-
lions of dollars in improve-
ments and modernizations 
to buildings throughout 
Queens to create high-quali-
ty affordable housing,” Fink 
said. “We are a long-term in-
vestor in neighborhoods, par-
ticularly Jamaica, and have 
created thousands of units 
of affordable housing, while 
continuously making critical 
upgrades to buildings so that 
tenants can stay in their com-
munities.

“This new development is 
on a currently empty lot. No 
one is being displaced. We 
are very proud of the work 
we have done to bring much 
needed high-quality housing 
to southeast Queens. Any al-
legations to the contrary are 
completely without merit and 
have no basis in fact.”

Zara Realty, a Queens-based real estate firm, is devel-
oping a new apartment complex near Rufus King Park, 
which is expected to be completed around summer 2019.   

Rendering courtesy of Zara Realty

Two subway stations
will close in Astoria

BY BILL PARRY

After a summer with 
no weekend service on 
Astoria’s N and W subway 
lines, straphangers will 
have to contend with two 
subway station closures 
late next month. The 36th 
Avenue and 30th Avenue 
stations will  be shuttered 
beginning Oct. 23 for an 
eight-month renovation, 
according to the MTA.

The stations will un-
dergo structural repairs, 
part of Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s plan to upgrade 30 
subway stations across 
the five boroughs. The 
work will include reha-
bilitated station entranc-
es, improved mezzanines 
and platforms and tech-
nological upgrades, such 
as Wi-Fi hotspots, USB 
ports, digital screens, and 
countdown clocks. It will 
not include elevators.

“This is absolutely vi-
tal to the daily function-
ing of New York City, but 
for too long, it has failed 
to meet the region’s grow-
ing size and strength,” 
Cuomo said when an-
nouncing the plan in Jan-
uary. “This is about doing 
more than just repair and 
maintain. This is think-
ing bigger and better and 
building the 21st century 
transit system New York-
ers deserve.”

Unlike the eight weeks 
of weekend suspension on 
the line, there will be no 
shuttle buses provided, 

meaning riders will have 
to walk three-tenths of 
a mile to the Broadway 
station. City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) is a critic of the 
project.

“The MTA’s planned 
closure of the stations 
for up to eight months is 
indicative of the overall 
dysfunctionality of the 
subway system,” he said. 
“Closing an entire station 
to complete only cosmetic 
upgrades while service 
interruptions and de-
lays continue to become 
a regular occurrence 
demonstrated the ex-
tent to which the subway 
system is broken. If the 
MTA doesn’t actively and 
comprehensively address 
service along our sub-
way lines with long-term 
improvements, it will 
continue to fail Astoria 
residents. That’s why we 
need a dedicated revenue 
stream to fund long-term 
infrastructure improve-
ments, including modern-
ized signals and better 
track maintenance, as 
Sen. Gianaris and Mayor 
de Blasio have proposed. 
We deserve better than 
the MTA with no account-
ability or mandate to im-
prove our commutes.”

After the two stations 
are reopened in July 2018, 
the Broadway and 30th 
Avenue stations will close 
for another seven months 
for the same renovations, 
according to the MTA.
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The advantages of a Christ the King Catholic education... 
�� Over $80 million in college scholarships offered over the past 5 years 
�� Thousands of college credits earned by students while in attendance at CK 
�� “On-the-spot” scholarships offered by Catholic universities visiting CK 
�� Over $4.5 million awarded in 4-year academic scholarships to incoming freshmen 

in the past 5 years 
�� Guaranteed Fixed Tuition Rate (guaranteed not to increase over 4 years) 
�� Continuing Catholic Education School Loyalty Award ($2,000 over 4 years offered to 

students currently attending a Catholic grammar school) 
�� Highly acclaimed Theatre Arts Program  
�� Top ranking Speech & Debate team 
�� STEAM Program 
�� Nationally recognized Sports Program 
�� Campus Ministry and Community Service Program 
�� Full range of extracurricular activities                  

   

  Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman  •  Michael W. Michel, President  •  Geri Martinez, Principal 

      C����� ��� K��	 H�	� S
���� 
An Independent Catholic High School Providing Quality Catholic Education Since 1962 

 

Join us at our  
Open House: Saturday, September 30th 

Tours from 10 AM to 1PM 

68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379 
www.ctkny.org          (718)366-7400, Ext. 240 
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WE’VE MOVED! NOW IN QUEENS VILLAGE.

��Online Banking               
��Savings Accounts
��Home Loans                   
��Free Checking
��Personal Loans              
��30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
��Vehicle Loans                 
��Low-Rate Credit Cards

With our recent expansion, Qside now offers the perks of credit 
union membership to even more people in Queens.

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Auburndale  |  Bayside   |  Briarwood  |  Cambria Heights  |  College Point  |  Corona  
East Elmhurst  |  Flushing  |  Hillcrest  |  Hollis  |  Jamaica  |  Jamaica Estates  |  Jamaica Hills  
Murray Hill  |  Ozone Park  |  Pomonok  |  Queens Village  |  Richmond Hill  |  South Jamaica 
South Ozone Park  |  St. Albans  |  Woodhaven 

Federally Insured by NCUA

Neir’s Tavern burglars raid cash drawer, ATM
BY MARK HALLUM

Historic Neir’s Tavern 
was the victim of a bur-
glary Sept. 10, when just 
after closing time a side 
door was forced open and 
cash was removed from 
the ATM and the register, 
according to the police. 
About $925 was pulled 
from the drawer while 
an unknown amount was 
taken from the cash ma-
chine. The investigation 
was continuing.

Owner Loycent Gor-
don confirmed the theft 
in an email blast to fans 
of the Woodhaven water-
ing hole.  The tavern is 
famous for its ties to the 
earliest development of 
the community in the 
first half of the 19th cen-
tury and for the brief role 
it played in the filming 
of the classic Mafia film  
“Goodfellas.” 

Enthusiasts of the es-
tablishment have been 
pushing for landmark sta-

tus since the spot was tak-
en over and some renova-
tions were made, but the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission shot down 
the application for official 
historic recognition in 
May 2016.

“Many of our avid sup-
porters who come to Neir’s 
on a regular basis might 
have noticed some of the 
damages and our efforts to 
return to normal. We can-
not allow a few bad apples 
to give a black eye to an 
overall great community,” 
Gordon said. “Sadly, no 
person or neighborhood 
is immune.  We must en-
sure we look out for each 
other.”

Built in the 1820s at 87-
48 78th St., Neir’s repre-
sents what little remains 
of the Union Race Course, 
which was Woodhaven’s 
main attraction at the 
time. The tavern was adja-
cent to the track. Gordon, 
a firefighter and business 
owner, has pushed for sev-

eral years to get Neir’s the 
recognition and protec-
tion he says it deserves. 
According to Gordon, the 
LPC response to the appli-
cation was in sum, “Neir’s 
Tavern does not rise to 

the level of significance 
to warrant landmark sta-
tus.” The response went 
on to say that giving the 
tavern landmark status 
would not protect it from 
future development.

“It has given us more 
drive to to carry on the 
good fight for you, for 
landmark, for historical 
recognition, and to bring 
kind people like you to-
gether under the Neir’s 

Tavern community um-
brella,” Gordon said in 
the email. 

The building, for the 
most part, stands as it al-
ways has with a pressed 
tin ceiling and wall cov-
erings, wood floors worn 
smooth and equally aged 
outdoor siding. 

Elected officials such 
as state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
and Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) were both behind 
the movement to have 
building recognized by 
the LPC as a historic land-
mark. They contended  
that with rapid and some-
times predatory develop-
ment happening all over 
the city, the important 
thing is to preserve the 
places which have made 
Queens what it is today.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Historic Neir’s Tavern in Woodhaven was burglarized, according to owner Loycent Gordon. 
Photo by Michael Shain 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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ADULT CHILDREN SUPPORT GROUP
SENIOR PROGRAMMING

GERIATRIC ASSESMENTS • HELPLINE

A Range of

For more information, please contact
Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services, 

718-686-3120 • Harriet_Blank@ohelfamily.org
OHEL Access: 1-800-603-OHEL www.ohelfamily.org

Eldercare Services

The Lifetime Care Foundation maintains a 
Community Trust and is making a difference in 
the lives of elderly New Yorkers suffering from 

disabilities by helping them remain at home
and avoid entering a nursing home.

The Lifetime Care Foundation
Community Trust can be an
excellent resource for you.

FREE
HOME VISITS

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN 
BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND

& QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

from private dwellings to 
houses of worship – en-
dangering those within 
the buildings as well as 
the firefighters called to 
respond to the scene. This 
kind of intolerance and 
hate will not be tolerated 
in Queens.”

In pleading guilty, 
Lengend claimed respon-
sibility for the attacks in 
which he used molotov 
cocktails, made of Star-
buck Frappuccino bottles 
filled with gasoline, to 
attack mosques, a deli, a 
private residence and a 
Hindu place of worship.

In early January, Len-
gend drove to a gas sta-
tion in a stolen rental car 
where he purchased the 
provisions for his attack 
before heading off to a 
mosque at 89-89 Van Wyck 
Expwy. He hesitated to 
perform the task because 
of a police presence near 
the house of worship and 
instead torched a nearby 
deli at the corner of Hill-
side Avenue and 179th 
Street, according to the 

criminal complaint.
Lengend immediately 

drove back to the mosque 
where 80 people were 
praying at the time and 
threw one of the Molotov 
cocktails at the front en-
trance before fleeing.

Lengend’s blitz attacks 
did not end there. He went 
to a home near 107th Av-
enue and Sutphin Boule-
vard, which he attacked 
before heading to Elmont, 
L.I., where his brother-
in-law lived. The molotov 
cocktail he threw at the 
house, however, did not 
explode and he moved on 
to the next target.

A house at 170th Street 

and 88th Avenue, which 
was used as a Hindu tem-
ple, was next on the list of 
targets, according to the 
criminal complaint.

The suspect was later 
arrested and kept at Belle-
vue Hospital’s psych ward 
where he was arraigned 
by teleconference.

In statements to the 
police, Lengend said the 
goal of the attacks was to 
inflict as much damage to 
Muslims, Hindus and “Ar-
abs” as possible.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Molotov

Ray Lengend pleaded guilty to a 2012 arson attempt target-
ing mosques and Hindu temples in southeast Queens. 

Photo by John Minchillo/AP

The proficiency exams 
are graded on a one to four 
scale, according to Jonathan 
Burman, a spokesman for 
the state’s Education Depart-
ment. A score of four indi-
cates a student excels at a 
subject, three indicates a stu-
dent is proficient in the math 
or English, a two shows par-
tial proficiency and a one de-
picts partial proficiency,  ac-
cording to the department’s 
rules.

District 26, which covers 
Bayside, Little Neck, Glen 
Oaks, Bellerose and parts 
of Auburndale and Fresh 
Meadows, had 43.4 percent 
of the top scorers in level-4 
math, and had 32.8 percent of 
students with level-4 English 
scores, which is the second-
highest across the city, ac-
cording to DOE. 

“District 26 in north-
east Queens has long been 
the city’s highest achiev-
ing district,” according to 
insideschools.com, a school 
advocacy site that moni-

tors the performance of city 
schools. “Its cozy neighbor-
hood schools have veteran 
teachers, plenty of books and 
supplies, and parents who 
put a premium on good edu-
cation.”

It was out in level-4 Eng-
lish scores by Manhattan’s 
District 2 schools, which had 
35 percent of test takers get-
ting the top grade, according 
to the DOE.

District 25 was in fourth 
place in level-4 math profi-
ciency with 32.7 percent of 
students, according to the 
education department. This 
district covers Flushing, 
Whitestone, College Point 
and Beechhurst. 

“The district has many 
well-regarded neighborhood 
schools,” according to insi-
deschools.com. “There are 
several gifted and talented 
programs and three early 
childhood schools that admit 
students in grades k to 3 from 
across the district.”

Test scores across New 
York State district schools 
showed an uptick in perfor-
mance from the previous 
year overall. 

Proficiency in English 
in the city increased by 2.6 
percent to 40.6 percent of stu-
dents this year from 38 per-
cent last year, according to 
the Deparment of Education.  

City students became 
more proficient in math by 
1.4 percent in 2016-2017 to 37.8 
percent from 36.4  percent in 
2015-2016, according the de-
partment’s data. 

“We continue to steadily 
head in the right direction,” 
said state Education Com-
missioner Mary Ellen Elia. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Exams

District 26 and 25 students had 
exceptionally high scores on 
their state proficiency exams 
for math and ELA in 2016-2017.  

Photo by Mike Groll/AP
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

2:30 pm 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. Same seminars and times 
for both expos. Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

FREE Admission
Register now at 
nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Lunch at the Expo 
if you register by October 6th

FREE Valet Parking

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Sunday, 
November 12th

10am–4pm
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FOREST HILLS
7100 Yellowstone Boulevard

Forest Hills, NY 11375

2 Expos

2 Locations
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD). or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3

which provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile 
banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. 
Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market 
account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily 
balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for daily balances over $100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement 
cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at 
current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. 
Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is 
required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing 
Bank representative for more details. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market

1.25%
$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

18-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2
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Contact our helpful specialist today to arrange your special event

Private rooms  available accommodating 15- 200 people | Free Valet Parking available

Serving the metropolitan area for over 83 years

 Catering  Breakfast Meetings 
 Business Luncheons 
 Wedding Showers  Christening 
 Birthday  Communions 
 Family Get together 
 Bereavement  Holiday Parties 

 
 
 
 

Pictured left to right,  
George O’Neill and  

Chef Neal Myers
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1.
2.

3.

with 19th century Gothic 
Revival and Stick style dec-
orative details.

“The commission is 
proud to designate this his-
toric church, significant 
for its association with the 
early colonial settlement 
of Queens and with the be-
ginning of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in New 
York,” Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission Chair 
Meenakshi Srinivasan 
said. “As the second-oldest 
church building in the city, 
pre-dating St. Paul’s Cha-
pel in Manhattan, it is a 
site well-deserving of the 
protection landmark sta-
tus provides.”

Newtown Village, es-
tablished in 1658 as Mid-
dleburgh by the Dutch, is 
one of the first five towns 
established in Queens 
County and one of the old-
est European settlements 
on Long Island. In 1735, the 
Church of England built 
Old St. James Church for 
the Anglican community 
in Newtown. The church 

was spared by the British 
during the Revolutionary 
War, and its parish became 
one of the earliest members 
of the New York Episcopal 
Diocese.

“I have been a proud 
supporter of efforts to des-
ignate the Old St. James 
Episcopal Church as a New 
York City Individual Land-
mark and I’m thrilled that 
the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission has voted 
to do so,” U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) said. 
“Although this historic 
church is already on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places, the designa-
tion as an individual New 
York City Landmark will 
allow for further preserva-
tion of this structure, and 
greater awareness of the 
early history of our great 
city. It will also ensure that 
future generations are able 
to share in the story of this 
wonderful facility.”

As originally con-
structed, the church was a 
simple rectangular build-
ing clad in shingles, with 
round-arch windows and 
a tower at the west end fac-
ing a graveyard. In 1848 the 

congregation built a larger 
church a block away, and it 
became a parish hall and 
chapel. In 1883 the par-
ish updated the building’s 
style with Gothic Revival 
and Stick Style decorative 
details and constructed a 
small rear addition where 
the original tower once 
stood.

“The Old St. James 
Church is an American 
treasure,” City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “It 
is a beautiful work of art 
and an important part of 
our history. The Old St. 
James Church tells the 
story of how our nation 
came to be. I am pleased to 
have joined Elmhurst resi-
dents, the church leader-
ship and my colleagues in 
government to have Old St. 
James Church landmarked 
so that future generations 
can enjoy and learn from 
this remarkable structure. 
This is a great day for New 
York City.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

St. James

The rally was in response to 
the planned removal of the 
Confederate General Robert 
E. Lee statue and quickly es-
calated into violence against 
protesters and anti-racist 
demonstrators. Things came 
to a head when white su-
premacist James Fields, Jr., 
drove his car into a crowd of 
demonstrators, killing the 
32-year-old paralegal and in-
juring 19 others. Hayer has 
been remembered by family 

and friends as someone who 
actively spoke out against 
racism and discrimination 
in her community. 

“Heather Heyer’s life 
was taken away by white 
supremacists who have 
been emboldened ever since 
President Trump took of-
fice,” Rozic said. “In New 
York, we continue standing 
by one another and calling 
out those who seek to divide 
us. This activism is not new 
– it is embedded in our state’s 
history, and renaming Don-
ald J. Trump State Park 
would serve as a reminder of 
the transformative power it 

holds to carry us forward.”
Rozic has stood against 

Trump several times since 
his election. 

The assemblywoman 
passed a bill that would allow 
parents to appoint a standby 
guardian in the event of ad-
ministrative separation in 
response to fears about ICE 
upping its presence in neigh-
borhoods. She also joined 
the National Association of 
Jewish Legislators urging 
Trump to fill the current 
vacancy in the U.S. Depart-
ment of State for a Special 
Envoy to Monitor and Com-
bat anti-Semitism. 

Continued from Page 1 

Rozic

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic recieved hate mail after announcing her bill to rename Donald J. Trump 
State Park.  Composite Wikipedia/Michael Shain 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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Iconic boro women recognized
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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-2017- 
Oktoberfest

Accepting Reservations for

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385   |  718.386.3014   |   ZumStammtisch.com


