
BY BILL PARRY

The Mayor’s Office of Immi-
grant Affairs will hold monthly 
office hours in Queens Borough 
Hall to provide residents with 

easier access to the informa-
tion and services offered by the 
agency, Borough President Me-
linda Katz announced Tuesday. 

Queens is the first borough 
to hold MOIA office hours, and 

it begins Friday, less than a 
week before the upcoming Oct. 
5 deadline for enrollment re-
newals in the federal Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program.

“Nearly half of our borough’s 
2.3 million people were born 
abroad, and their many contri-
butions to our community are 
a source of strength and a vital 
part of the Queens identity,” 
Katz said. “More immigrants 
and more DACA eligible immi-
grants call Queens home than 
any other borough, and in this 
increasingly uncertain climate, 
we want immigrant families to 
know that New York has their 
backs. We are a nation of im-
migrants, built on the backs of 
immigrants’ labor, and Queens 
is about all of our families’ fu-
tures. With the aim of making 
every resource available to 
them, Mayor de Blasio, Acting 
Commissioner Mostofi and I are 
extending MOIA to Queens Bor-
ough Hall, a partnership that 
has become all the more neces-
sary in light of the impending 
termination of the DACA pro-
gram.”

Beginning Sept. 29 and for 
the last Friday of every month, 
representatives from MOIA’s 
Queens Neighborhood Outreach 
Team will be stationed in Bor-
ough Hall office space. Resi-

Your Neighborhood — Your News®Oct. 1, 2017

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 15

A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 40 A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 40 • Vol. 6. No. 39 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COMA CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 40 A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 39 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Fire greets some of the crowd of 30,000 people who attended Makers Faire in Flushing Meadows Park, where this 
mechanical dragon spews raw flame.  Photo by Michael Shain 

DRAGON BREATH

BY BILL PARRY

Queens wants in on what is 
being called one of  the biggest 
economic development deals 
of the century, the location for 
Amazon’s second headquar-
ters. 

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz fired off a let-
ter to Mayor Bill de Blasio last 
week urging him to propose 
Long Island City in response to 
Amazon’s Request For Proposal 
in a bid for the e-commerce be-
hemoth’s $5 billion investment 
it says would create 50,000 jobs.

“Queens is the ideal metro-
politan environment for Ama-
zon to expand its footprint,” 
Katz wrote the mayor. “Queens 
is also home to John F. Kennedy 
and LaGuardia Airports, the 
key driver of our region’s econ-
omy, generating $52.9 billion in 
economic impact annually.”

To support LIC’s opportuni-
ty, Katz’s office just completed a 
strategic plan for the equitable 
growth of the tech ecosystem 
of the area, creating an urban 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Alphapointe, one of the largest employers of le-
gally blind New Yorkers in the city, is moving its 
offices to Richmond Hill from Brooklyn. 

Its new home, located at 87-46 123rd St., is 138,000 
square feet and employs over 200 people, 130 of 

Alphapointe lends hand 
to the legally blind

BY MARK HALLUM

A bill to be introduced in 
the state Senate would pro-
hibit companies from plant-
ing microchips in employees 
as a condition of employ-
ment.

State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) announced the 
bill Sept. 21 as a way of pro-
tecting workers from health 
complications which could 
arise from having an elec-
trical device implanted in 
an employee as well as ques-
tions of privacy and ethics. 
Several states have already 

enacted laws to bar compa-
nies that wish to use what is 
known as Radio Frequency 
ID Devices, or RFID technol-
ogy, to link personnel to of-
fice security and electronic 
equipment.

“As New York remains 
an at-will employment state, 

Tony Avella is hoping to pass a bill that would 
prohibit the installation of microchips in 
employees as a condition of employment. 

Courtesy of 32market.com

Katz proposes 
move to LIC 
for Amazon

Boro Hall hosts immigrant agency
City opens office in Queens as Oct. 5 deadline to enroll in DACA program approaches

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

Avella: No employee microchips
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Tenants voice fears after Legionnaires cases 
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Residents of Parker 

Tower gathered in the 
community room at 104-
60 Queens Blvd. this week 
for a briefing by the city 
Dept. of Health and Men-
tal Hygiene about two 
cases of Legionnaires dis-
ease, which had recently 
broken out in the Forest 
Hills building.

Tenants and their rela-
tives voiced fearful con-
cerns about their risk of 
developing the disease to 
Associate Commissioners 
Sam Miller and Liaison 
Chae No, who assured 
them the pneumonia-like 
condition is only con-
tracted through steam 
and easily avoided. So far,   
two residents have been 
struck by Legionnaires, 
including one victim, 
87-year-old Lenore Ve-
lazquez, who died of the 
disease.

According to Linda 

Brown, who is Velazquez’s 
niece and also a nurse 
who lives in Bayside, Ve-
lazquez’s condition deteri-
orated in just three days.

“On Sunday, she was 
just starting to feel sick 
with chills – no fever or 
anything,” Brown said. 
“By the time I got to her 
on Tuesday night, her 
breathing was terrible 
and I brought her  in that 
day to LIJ and she passed 
Friday night.”

Brown said her mother 
and father, in their 70s 
and 80s, also live in the 
building and she fears for 
their well-being. 

Miller and Chae ad-
vised the tenants that 
anyone living in the tow-
er who is elderly or may 
have a compromised im-
mune system should avoid 
steam, as that is how Le-
gionnaires makes its way 
into the lungs through 
water vapor. Avoiding 
showers and running hot 

water through faucets at 
a slower rate will help 
reduce the likelihood 
that bacteria is inhaled. 
Healthy individuals carry 
very little risk of develop-
ing the f lu-like symptoms 
of Legionnaires. 

If caught early enough 
by a physician, the dis-
ease is reliably treated 
through antibiotics.

All the same, attend-
ees at the meeting, both 
young and old, leaned on 
one another for comfort 
and did not hold any ques-
tions back. Miller and No 
said samples had been 
taken from a number of 
apartments in the build-
ing and they may have re-
sults in a matter of weeks, 
but that did little to calm 

the fears of tenants who 
were 50 and older.

Water with Legion-
naires is drinkable, they 
said, and the disease does 
not pass from person to 
person.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
made an appearance to 
inform tenants her office 
was also involved in the 
process of making sure 
the building was safe.

“Obviously we’re con-
cerned,” Satvisky said. 
“Vigilance is really key 
here. You got to make 
sure that if you have any 
of the symptoms that 
you should let your doc-
tor know and let the city 
Dept. of Health know. I 
think it’s important, the 
cooperation between the 
local elected officials ... 
to make sure we’re all 
on the same page and to 
make sure we’re all being 
responsive.”

At this point the 

Health Department does 
not define the situation 
at Parker Towers to be 
an outbreak, considering 
there have only been two 
cases. But it is keeping 
the community informed 
ahead of any new cases.

No said if Legion-
naires is found in the 
water samples taken in 
individual units through-
out the building, the city 
agency will oversee an 
approved solution to ei-
ther f lush the pipes with 
chlorine or heat the water 
in the pipes to extreme 
temperatures to kill the 
bacteria.

In early August, two res-
idents at Latimer Gardens 
Houses in Flushing were 
diagnosed with Legion-
naires, but both recovered 
after being hospitalized. 

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Big ideas dwell within 
Queens’ only tiny house.   

And this home is like no 
other. It’s just a small wooden 
structure with windows that 
stands in a local driveway. 
But that’s not the only thing 
that makes it special, for it 
serves as a springboard for 
fresh, new ideas. 

This unusual dwelling is 
being used as a creative tool 
to help promote community 
engagement and collabora-
tion, and even skill develop-
ment. Through October the 
8.5-by-12 foot structure with 
cedar siding set on wheels 
will provide a cozy spot for 
anyone who wishes to en-
gage in meaningful dialogue 
about community … over tea 
and pastries.

The recently completed 
tiny house project was a true 
labor of love. Designed and 
built collaboratively by local 
volunteers, it’s the brainchild 
of a daring social practice art-
ist who has always believed 

in the power of community. 
Yvonne Shortt’s uber-inno-
vative project – located at her 
Rego Park studio – is causing 
quite a stir in that nabe and 
beyond.

“I started community tea 
in my practice last year, and 
thought having a space spe-
cifically dedicated to tea, pas-
tries and conversation was a 
great way to engage with oth-
ers,” Shortt said.

Anyone can sign up for 
a free 45-minute session 
around the home’s main fea-
ture – an Asian-inspired tea 
table, which Shortt designed 
and built.

Featuring different in-
stallations every one to 
two months, the house will 
morph from one thing to an-
other, but will always remain 
a community incubator to 
grow ideas and bring people 
together. This fall it’s being 
used as a tea house to discuss 
local concerns as well as the 
important topic of  what she 
calls “dwelling.” Next year, 
it will be transformed and 

serve another purpose, ac-
cording to Shortt, who is 
RPGA Studio’s founder and 
executive director. 

As a longtime Queens 
resident and active commu-
nity-minded creative person, 
she has been busy conjuring 
up new works for the public 
to enjoy, through her studio, 
with the help of like-minded 
people – like sculptural piec-
es that entailed working with 
local students and neighbor-
hoods. And her recent ac-
complishment, the Elmhurst 
sculpture garden, spruced 
up an ugly, debris-filled lot. 
She has also been able to cre-
ate unique interventions and 
virtual reality pieces that 
educate and inform. This 
year’s Queens Art Interven-
tion, which just took place 
over two weekends across 
15 communities, showcased 
RPGA Studio’s tiny house. 
The theme was “dwelling.” 

“Dwelling is a very impor-
tant word and can be looked at 
from a physical, spiritual and 
emotional perspective,” said 

Shortt. “I have held prototype 
tea sessions in my studio and 
learned so much, specifically 
relating to dwelling from a 
physical perspective – about 
several frameworks that peo-
ple are using to afford to live 
in certain communities.

“One of the other things 
that I found so incredibly in-
teresting is the fact that we 
could learn without spending 
lots of money individually for 
tools and building materi-
als.”

Since the tiny house’s 
inception last October, and 
over the course of the project, 
meaningful life lessons were 
learned and embraced by 
those who participated. 

So dwelling stands for 
much more than one would 
imagine. 

With Shortt’s help, folks 
explored design, do-it-your-
self building and resourceful-
ness; how to use tools and be-
come independent; the value 
of teamwork; women’s em-
powerment; and lots more.

She emphasized that the 

project was all about putting 
down the gadgets, listening 
and engaging. It’s all about 
community.

In her practice, the artist 
said she usually starts by ask-
ing a question. In this case: 
“How can I learn how to use 
a miter saw and at the same 
time help others learn as 
well?” From this initial ques-
tion, so much has happened. 

“I bought one miter saw, 
invited people to learn with 
me how to use power tools, cre-
ated a meet-up and explained 
my goals. By the third meet-
ing, over 100 people signed 
up. They came to learn, meet 
new people and share their 
skills,” she recalled.

The goal: To design and 
build a tiny house, which 
could then be used in the 
community to help others 
gain skills. 

“Over the next five 
months, I developed the 
framework for teams in-
volved in design, sourcing, 
skill-building, fund-raising. 
People volunteered their 

skills to teach others and we 
grew as a community,” said 
Shortt, who wanted to devel-
op a nontraditional model for 
learning. “One woman, Bar-
bara, who is older and never 
used tools (a generational is-
sue), picked up a driver and 
learned to build.” 

Shortt’s daughter, Rebec-
ca West, 14, was also on the 
skill-building team. 

“She was on the roof put-
ting up plywood, in the house 
cutting pieces with a jigsaw 
and teaching others. And my 
mom also learned to build,” 
Shortt said.  

Thanks to 41 people, aged 
14 to 65-plus, mostly women, 
a collective vision became a 
reality. In June, they spent 
five weeks, four days a week, 
building a tiny house on 
wheels. 

“It was an awesome expe-
rience,” Shortt said. “We fin-
ished the outside. We learned 
electrical and installed it our-
selves. A volunteer electri-
cian taught us and reviewed 
our work.

City Dept. of Health and Mental Hygiene liaisons briefed Parker 
Tower residents on the dangers of Legionnares Disease. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Tiny house in Rego Park delivers big-time ideas 
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Sunday, October 15, 2017, 3pm
TICKETS: $48, $45, $30

718-631-6311
WWW.VISITQPAC.ORG

222-05 56TH AVENUE, BAYSIDE, NY 11364  :  Queensborough Performing Arts Center -  QPAC    :  @visitQPAC

ROCK N’ ROLL  
HALL OF FAME STAR DarleneLovewith special guests 

The Fabulous Coasters

Queensborough 
Performing 
Arts Center

Flushing politicians call for better bus regulations
BY MARK HALLUM

Officials who represent  
downtown Flushing, where 
the Sept. 18 bus crash killed 
three and injured 16, are look-
ing for options to seal up loop-
holes that allowed a charter 
bus driver with a dangerous 
driving record behind the 
wheel.

One lawmaker zeroed in 
on what he described as an 
outdated state law which de-
pends on charter bus compa-
nies to certify that their driv-
ers are qualified.

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) is calling 
on the state attorney gen-
eral’s office and the DMV to 
crack down on charter bus 
companies and enforce strict-
er regulations than what are 
already in place. 

Jeffrey Mong, 49, was at 
the controls of a Flushing-
based Dahlia Travel & Tours 
bus when he slammed into a 
city bus making a right turn 
from Main Street onto North-
ern Boulevard, which sent 

the MTA 20 bus spinning. 
Both vehicles ended up on the 
sidewalk, causing substantial 
damage to Kennedy’s restau-
rant on the southeast corner 
of the intersection. 

Mong was killed in the 
collision. Two years earlier 
he had been fired from the 
MTA after being convicted of 
DWI while driving a private 
vehicle. The state DMV was 
not notified by Dahlia that 
Mong was driving for them.

“The over-arching regu-
lations are guided by federal 
law. However, in New York 
state we’ve had our own set 
of regulations that’s been in 
place since the 1970s,” said 
Kim, referring to Article 19-A 
of Vehicle and Traffic laws. 
“In layman’s terms, any for-
profit bus company that’s in 
the business of transporting 
passengers is required by 
New York state law to make 
sure the drivers are fit to op-
erate the bus, meaning they 
have go through a medical 
and criminal background 
checkup and a number of oth-

er things they need to comply 
by.”

Under Article 19-A, the 
state audits these companies 
and their drivers once every 
three years, Kim said. But he 
hopes these audits become an 
annual cycle for state agen-
cies. Other components of the 
law, which Kim believes are 
not being upheld, are curb-
side inspections by bus com-
panies of their own vehicles.

“The problem is when 
they wrote this law is we 
didn’t have this many buses 
operating in our neighbor-
hoods, so the law is pretty 
outdated,” Kim continued. 
“But the bigger problem I’m 
trying to fix is that it’s not 
the DMV actually certifying 
the drivers, it’s essentially a 
self-certification process that 
the bus companies are sub-
mitting to the DMV. So in the 
case of Dahlia, we don’t know 
if the company has misled 
the state by not submitting 
proper documents on their 
drivers or flat out lied about 
the river.”

He wants to part of this 
annual check to confirm that 
drivers are “Article 19-A cer-
tified” with a public display 
to show riders they are safe 
with that driver.

“If you’re riding one of 
these buses, there’s no way 
for the consumer to know if 
the driver has been properly 
vetted by the state of New 
York,” Kim said. “The only 
way they  can see that is ac-
tually on the commercial 
driver’s license.”

Kim said the number of 

charter bus companies has 
increased with the growth 
of the Asian population in 
Flushing and the demand 
for transportation from the 
surrounding neighborhoods 
to and from casinos in both 
New Jersey and Connecti-
cut.

“A lot of the casinos who 
retain the interstate buses 
are targeting a lot of pre-
dominantly, in my opinion, 
communities that have a ma-
jority of Asian-Americans,” 
said Kim, explaining that 
he knew of between six and 
eight casino companies that 
run about 12 trips a day. 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) said she is looking 
at the possibility of clarify-
ing the federal  laws in place 
to better regulate the indus-
try.

“I remain deeply con-
cerned about operators with 
poor safety histories and I 
am reviewing legislative pos-
sibilities with respect to un-
safe drivers and operators,” 
Meng said. “I am concerned 

that current regulations are 
not clear enough as to who is 
or is not a safe operator.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) has been 
briefed by the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
officials about the factors 
they currently know played 
a factor in the deadly acci-
dent on Northern Boulevard. 
Although the investigation 
is still ongoing, she is work-
ing with her legal counsel in 
Albany to close some of the 
same loopholes described by 
Kim.

According to Stavisky’s 
Chief-of-Staff Mike Favilla, 
they hope to end the system 
in which the initiative is on 
companies to provide driver 
and safety information to the 
state.

Dahlia Carrier Group 
has had seven traffic vio-
lations, according to a 
report from the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration, and at least 
one fatal accident prior to 
September 2015.

Raymond Mong 
State of Connecticut
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26-20 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing, NY 11358 

NOW ACCEPTING YOUNG WOMEN FOR THE CLASS OF 2022!

  $1,000,000 in enhancements to our STREAM program

  Class of 2017 earned $20,000,000 in academic scholarships

  12:1 student to teacher ratio

 Over 25 honors and AP courses offered

  Over 50 elective courses offered tailored to student interests, including 
robotics, architecture, engineering, and business

  1:1 Google Chromebook Program: Every incoming freshman is provided 
with a Chromebook and full access to the Google Apps for Education (GAFE)

 100% Graduation Rate 

For more information contact  
 718.886.7250, ext. 558 

text 718.309.0589 

OPEN HOUSE
RSVP online at: 
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Creedmoor worries residents
Council candidate Concannon demands investigation into security lapses

BY MARK HALLUM

City Council candidate 
Joseph Conannon is call-
ing for action in response 
to residents’ complaints 
about Creedmoor patients 
who wander freely, caus-
ing distress in the neigh-
borhoods surrounding 
the psychiatric facility. 
He is calling on the state 
Inspector General’s office 
to look into the issue.

Concannon, a Repub-
lican, is running for the 
seat held by Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik’s (D-
Oakland Gardens) in the 
November general elec-
tion. As a former NYPD 
captain, he has touted his 
history in law enforce-
ment as a testament to 
his understanding of how 
“delicate” the matter is.

“This is one of the most 
serious situations at the 
forefront of our Oakland 
Gardens, Bellerose, Queens 
Village and Glen Oaks neigh-
borhoods, and why I am 
acting on behalf of the com-
munity immediately,” Con-
cannon said. “The oversight 
of the care and supervision 
of patients at the Creedmoor 
facility has fallen into ques-
tion. Recently, patients have 
broken church windows, as-
saulted patrons in McDon-
ald’s, exposed themselves 
to residents, aggressively 
panhandled and harassed 
people for money and, in 
some cases, engaged in pub-
lic defecation within sight of 

neighborhood children.”
Concannon also hoped 

the city Mental Health 
Committee would look 
into the matter as well, 
and the state Office of 
Mental Health issued a 
statement outlining how 
it is currently working to 
address the concerns of 
residents.

“The Office of Mental 
Health takes local com-
munity concerns seri-
ously and investigates all 
reports of misconduct in 
the areas surrounding 
our psychiatric centers,” 
Creedmoor spokesman 
James Plastiras said. 
“The administration at 
Creedmoor has met with 
and continues to work 

with local civic associa-
tions, the 105th Precinct, 
not-for-profits and other 
stakeholders to address 
their concerns. We have 
increased patrols by our 
own safety department in 
the surrounding commu-
nity and are coordinating 
with the local precinct to 
identify individuals who 
have been responsible for 
these acts.” 

Creedmoor patients 
have a long history of 
roaming the streets of 
Queens unattended with 
the occasional resident of 
the facility being listed by 
NYPD as missing.

“Taking into account 
my former position, I 
understand and appreci-

ate the delicate nature of 
this situation, that these 
are individuals who need 
the care provided by New 
York state and its con-
tractors,” Concannon 
said. “However, there 
must be better oversight 
and balance of the needs 
of the facility and how 
it affects the safety and 
integrity of our com-
munity. Residents have 
come to me because they 
are concerned about the 
daily occurrences, which 
have not abated and the 
declining quality of life 
in the community.”

In 2015, rumors sur-
faced of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo hoping to use va-
cant space in Creedmoor 
to house members of the 
homeless population, 
but these were met with 
intense opposition from 
community leaders and 
elected officials. After 
calls between the gover-
nor’s office and Groden-
chik’s office, it was con-
firmed the state would not 
be using the facility for 
this purpose. 

Some security con-
cerns were also raised in 
2015 when a convict who 
was transferred to Creed-
moor after serving a 15-
year prison sentence es-
caped from the grounds.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Republican City Council hopeful Joseph Concannon is calling 
for an investigation into Creedmoor’s patient oversight. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Tenants make progress 
after landlords indicted

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Tenants of the Interline   
three-quarter housing com-
plexes in Jamaica, Queens 
and Brooklyn have made 
some headway in their fight 
to receive Special Exit and 
Prevention Supplement 
vouchers from the Human 
Resources Administration so 
they won’t become homeless, 
according to an organizer.

The directors of Interline, a 
substance abuse treatment cen-
ter, allegedly used its clients to 
steal $2.3 million in Medicaid 
kickbacks by also providing 
them with housing that turned 
out to be substandard, accord-
ing to state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman. 

Robert H. Corrado and 
Kristina Corrado, a father-
daughter duo from Long Is-
land, were indicted in July 
after allegedly forcing tenants 
seeking below-market housing 
into attending substance abuse 
treatments, whether they were 
addicts or not, according to 
Schneiderman’s office. 

“Medicaid cannot serve 
as a bank account for crimi-
nals who have no regard for 
the well-being of their fellow 
New Yorkers,” Schneider-
man said. “My office will con-
tinue to fight for the integrity 
of the Medicaid program to 
ensure that our tax dollars 
are not wasted – and instead 
put towards helping our most 
vulnerable citizens, as in-
tended.”

The “Care Houses” the 
tenants lived in were operat-
ed by the daughter, who man-

aged Interline’s outpatient 
program, said the attorney 
general.

“The overlap in staff and 
operations between Inter-
line’s outpatient treatment 
program and its Care Houses 
created a de facto residential 
treatment program, that nei-
ther entity is licensed to op-
erate,” Schneiderman said. 
“Residents were regularly 
shared by Interline staff with 
staff at the Care Houses, and 
residents who were not com-
pliant with mandatory treat-
ment requirements set forth 
by Interline were evicted 
from the Care Houses.”

Denise Romero Gonzalez, 
 a tenant organizer for the 
Three-Quarter House Ten-
ant Organizing Project, ac-
cused the Corrados of hous-
ing those fighting addictions 
with drug and alcoholic abus-
ers in order for them to fall off 
the wagon and be in constant 
need of their services.  

“Landlords will force 
people to go to a specific sub-
stance abuse program and 
the substance abuse program 
will refer any clients that 
they get who are in need of 
housing to a three-quarter 
house,” Gonzalez said. “It’s 
like a conveyer belt.”

In late July, the tenants 
wrote letters to HRA Com-
missioner Steve Banks re-
questing SEPS vouchers , and 
in August they rallied outside 
a HRA office to let their voices 
be heard, according to Gon-
zalez. SEPS provides rapid 
rehousing to help keep people 
out of the shelter system.



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, O
CT. 1, 2017

7

L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia, Cape May
 Longwood Gardens, Jack O’Lantern Blaze
 Dinner Shows, Casinos, Shopping & More
 Ocean City Halloween Beach Maze
 Thanksgiving, Christmas & NY Eve Trips
 The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
 Vermont Maple Festival & More
 There’s Only One Kentucky & Outer Banks

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches 
and 24-seat mini buses available 
for your transportation needs.

Cruises Destinations
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises      
and Vacation Packagers

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7 - 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Receive a FREE Bus Trip after completing a 9 Days or more cruise

17 Days Amazing China Tour
Saturday, April 7 - Monday, April 23, 2018
Double: $4989; Single $5989
15 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 12 Dinners
Highlights: Shanghai, Hangzhou, Guilin, Yangshuo,
Xian, Beijing, Hong Kong & Macau
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ADULT CHILDREN SUPPORT GROUP
SENIOR PROGRAMMING

GERIATRIC ASSESMENTS • HELPLINE

A Range of

For more information, please contact
Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services, 

718-686-3120 • Harriet_Blank@ohelfamily.org
OHEL Access: 1-800-603-OHEL www.ohelfamily.org

Eldercare Services

The Lifetime Care Foundation maintains a 
Community Trust and is making a difference in 
the lives of elderly New Yorkers suffering from 

disabilities by helping them remain at home
and avoid entering a nursing home.

The Lifetime Care Foundation
Community Trust can be an
excellent resource for you.

FREE
HOME VISITS

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN 
BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND

& QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

BY NAEISHA ROSE

A panel discussion on 
who ends up behind bars 
was held at the Cambria 
Heights Library and includ-
ed prison reform advocates, 
some of whom were former-
ly incarcerated. 

Moderating the panel 
was social justice artist 
Wanda Best, who had her 
artwork featured at the Ja-
maica Center for Arts and 
Learning art show earlier 
this month.

In her painting, entitled 
“Prison Population,” a 
white figure is huddled be-
hind bars next to five black 
figures and two brown.

“For every one white 
person there are five Af-
rican-Americans and two 
Hispanics in the United 
States jails,” Best said at the 
Saturday event.

The conversation cen-
tered on the difference be-
tween hyper-incarceration 
and mass incarceration.

“Hyper-incarceration 
is when certain groups are 
targeted,” Best said. “Peo-
ple of color, people between 
the ages of 18 to 22, people 
from inner cities or in rural 
areas are who populate the 
prison system.”

Best believes that mass 
incarceration does not ex-
ist because not every single 
race or income bracket is 
equally represented in the 
United States’ prison popu-
lation.

Two of the panelists 
were Joseph “Jazz” Hayden 
and Herman Baron.

Jazz, a former prisoner 
at Attica Correctional Fa-
cility who was acquitted 
of trumped-up attempted 
murder charges five days 
before the infamous Sept. 
9, 1971, riot at the prison, 
understood what it was 
like to have a bull’s eye on 
his back and agreed with 
Best’s definitions.

Jazz became a black ac-
tivist during the anti-Viet-
nam war movement. Many 
pro-black and young far 
leftwing activists, includ-
ing members of the Black 
Panther Party, the Weath-

ermen, the Revolutionary 
Youth Movement, and Stu-
dents for a Democratic So-
ciety, were shuffled into the 
prison population for voic-
ing their displeasure with 
the government, according 
to Jazz.

“All of these people were 
causing a problem here in 
America,” Jazz said. “The 
government’s response was 
to push back by cracking 
down on all of these move-
ments out there and they 
locked us up, then swept us 
off to Attica.”

The inhumane condi-
tions — like only being able 
to shower once a week, poor 
food, lack of supplies for hy-
giene and prison guard bru-
tality against the former 
demonstrators — led to the 
“perfect soufflé” of what 
would later become the At-
tica Prison Riots, according 
to Jazz.

Herman Baron, who was 
in the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve, had a different 
experience with the prison 
system. He did not real-
ize the difference between 
mass incarceration and hy-
per-incarceration until he 
spent more than 14 years at 
several federal correction-
al institutions across the 
country on drug charges.

After getting kicked out 
of the Marine Corps, Bar-
on got mixed up with the 
wrong crowd in Brooklyn 
and started selling crack 
cocaine. He was arrested 

and sentenced to 20 years 
in prison. The Manhattan 
Community College alum 
spent his time in prison 
teaching inmates life 
skills to keep them from 
falling into recidivism and 
was granted clemency by 
former President Barack 
Obama in January.

“I take full responsibil-
ity for my actions,” said 
Baron, 43.

While in prison, he 
studied drug laws and real-
ized he was received much 
harsher punishment com-
pared to others for a similar 
crime.

“White men my age 
were charged with 10 years, 
or 12 years and I got 20,” 
Baron said. “Fifty grams of 
crack will get you 10 years, 
but most white people sell 
cocaine and for the same 
amount of years they would 
have to sell 500 grams. That 
right there is a disparity.”

Baron believes the bias, 
in terms of how long blacks 
are incarcerated in com-
parison to whites, speaks 
for itself.

“The system is rigged 
against us,” Baron said. 
“There is something wrong 
when we make up 12 percent 
of the country’s population, 
but over 50 percent of the 
prison population. There is 
something wrong with that 
picture.”

Baron is now a painter, 
poet, published author 
and motivational speaker.

Panelists discuss
who goes to prison

Prison advocates explain the difference between mass incarcera-
tion and hyperincarceration at Cambria Heights Library.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Crowley bill would honor 9/11 fi rst responders
BY BILL PARRY

The chairman of the 
House Democratic Caucus 
wants to extend the Medal 
of Valor to public safety of-
ficers who died from 9/11-
related illnesses. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
along with members of the 
New York City delegation, 
introduced the 9/11 Heroes 
Medal of Valor Act of 2017 
to recognize people like 
Jimmy Lanza, of Woodside, 
a 28-year veteran of the 
FDNY who was part of a 
team that rescued 16 people 
trapped in the North Tow-
er’s Miracle Stairwell B and 
then spent many months 
and hundreds of hours on 
the pile.

Lanza died in April at 
age 71 after a brutal battle 
with 9/11-related brain can-
cer.

“The Medal of Valor is 
but a small token of appre-
ciation for the bravery and 
strength of the men and 

women who sacrificed their 
lives answering the call in 
our nation’s darkest hour,” 
Crowley said. “We lost hun-
dreds of public servants 
that day, but many more 
have been taken from us, 
succumbing to 9/11-related 
illnesses. They, too, are he-
roes and deserving of this 
recognition. America has 
not forgotten them and we 
are eternally grateful for 
their service.”

In 2004, Crowley paved 
the way for passage of legis-
lation to create the Presiden-
tial Medal of Valor award 
for the men and women who 
died on Sept. 11, 2001, in the 
line of duty. The new legisla-
tion would extend the honor 
to the public safety officers 
who died as a result of 9/11-
related illnesses.

“For New York City po-
lice officers and other first 
responders, the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks are still 
an unfinished chapter and 
will likely remain so for 
quite some time,” Patrol-

men’s Benevolent Associa-
tion President Pat Lynch 
said. “Every year, more of 
the women and men who 
participated in the rescue, 

recovery and clean-up op-
erations fall ill as a result of 
their time spent working in 
the toxic atmosphere. Every 
year, more of them succumb 

to their illnesses. Each one 
is a hero and deserves to be 
recognized and honored.”

In 2010, Crowley was in-
strumental in passing the 
James Zadroga 9/11 Health 
and Compensation Act to 
provide first responders and 
workers with health moni-
toring and care. He was the 
only member of Congress 
to lose a relative on 9/11 — 
his cousin, FDNY Battalion 
Chief John Moran.

“Congressman Joe 
Crowley has been with us 
from Day 1 in the fight for 
the Zadroga Act and its re-
authorization,” Uniformed 
Fire Officers Association 
President Jake Lemonda 
said. “He continues to sup-
port fire officers and other 
first responders in sponsor-
ing this legislation. This 
is certainly an honor our 
members have earned and 
rightfully deserve. The 
words ‘Never Forget’ have 
true meaning. Joe Crow-
ley has never forgotten all 
those who we have lost.”

In the days before the 
16th anniversary of the 
Sept. 11 attacks, Jimmy 
Lanza’s name was added to 
the list of 159 FDNY mem-
bers who have been felled 
by 9/11-related illnesses.

“The terrorist attacks 
occurring on Sept. 11, 2001, 
resulted in the greatest 
loss of America’s bravest 
firefighters occurring in a 
single day,” International 
Association of Fire Fight-
ers General President 
Harold Schaitberger said. 
“On that say, 343 IAFF fire 
fighters perished when the 
World Trade Center col-
lapsed. However, the num-
ber of fallen firefighters 
continues to climb as more 
rescuers succumb to the 
deadly health effects that 
arose out of their service 
on that fateful day 16 years 
ago.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley introduces legislation that would rec-
ognize the heroism of first responders who have died from 9/11-
related illnesses. Photo by Beth A. Keiser/AP
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

2:30 pm 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. Same seminars and times 
for both expos. Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Sunday, 
November 12th

10am–4pm
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FOREST HILLS
7100 Yellowstone Boulevard

Forest Hills, NY 11375

2 Expos

2 Locations

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Lunch at the Expo if you register by October 6th

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

as of Sept. 27, 2017
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th St., New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341, www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd., SI, NY 10308, (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall, Lower Level, Macy’s Wing 
SI, NY 10314, (718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave., #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave. - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc, 
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St., (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave., (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn 11209, (718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234,  (718) 253-7117
Waterfront Dining
www.nickslobsterhouse.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 
1665 Bath Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, 
www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., SI, (718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd., Queens, NY 11358, (718) 353-5466, 
(212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040, Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, 
(888) limo-134, Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com, 
www.sergislimo.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, 
(888) 400-2738 or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209, (718) 833-2793 or 
(718) 833-7616, www.BayRidgeDerm.com

ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
917-444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878, www.josephlichterdds.co

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks, 960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Contact our helpful specialist today to arrange your special event

Private rooms  available accommodating 15- 200 people | Free Valet Parking available

Serving the metropolitan area for over 83 years

 Catering  Breakfast Meetings 
 Business Luncheons 
 Wedding Showers  Christening 
 Birthday  Communions 
 Family Get together 
 Bereavement  Holiday Parties 

 
 
 
 

Pictured left to right,  
George O’Neill and  

Chef Neal Myers
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community that “thinks 
big and creatively” about 
tech and innovation.

“LIC is New York City’s 
best chance of attracting 
Amazon’s HQ2 to the re-
gion,” Katz said, mention-
ing the area’s 7 million 
square feet of available 
commercial and indus-
trial space, its proximity 
to the new Cornell Tech 
campus on Roosevelt Is-
land and the ability to 
meet all building require-
ments outlined in Ama-
zon’s RFP.

“As the city’s leaders 
in economic development 
come together to propose 
a location to submit to 
Amazon for its HQ2, it 
is clear LIC is the only 
choice,” Katz concluded.

So far, the city has 
received more than two 
dozen proposals cover-
ing more than 50 million 
square feet in 23 neigh-
borhoods in all five bor-
oughs, according to the 
New York City Economic 
Development Corpora-

tion. Amazon has re-
quested that cities identi-
fy sites that could provide 
at least 500,000 square 
feet of commercial space 
by 2019 and up to 800,000 
square feet beyond 2027.

“We’ve gotten strong 
responses from all five 
boroughs,” de Blasio said. 
“There’s no question New 
York City will make a 
powerful case to bring 
these jobs here.”

More than 40 organi-
zations and developers 
contributed to responses, 
demonstrating New York-
ers’ willingness to band 
together in order to at-

tract Amazon.
The city will review 

each proposal in the com-
ing days and is closely 
coordinating this effort 
with the state of New 
York. The city will pres-
ent its proposal to Ama-
zon by Oct. 19.

“We know New York 
is the only city that can 
immediately meet Ama-
zon’s needs for 50,000 of 
the most talented workers 
in the world,” NYCEDC 
President and CEO James 
Patchett said. “Now we 
know that New York can 
choose from dozens of 
potential headquarters 

sites with over 50 million 
square feet of office space 
to make the strongest pos-
sible bid. No other city in 
North America has the 
space, the ingenuity, or 
the energy that we can of-
fer Amazon.”

But other cities that 
are working on proposals, 
such as Philadelphia, San 
Francisco and Detroit, 
may be able to present 
more of a sweetheart deal 
to Amazon in exchange 
for its investment. How-
ever, de Blasio told re-
porters Monday there are 
limitations.

“We, as you know, do 
not believe in the tradi-
tional forms of subsidy,” 
he said. “There are some 
state subsidies that are 
available, there are some 
specific things by law that 
anyone would be allowed 
to tap into, but we will not 
provide traditional add-
on economic subsidies,  
that’s not something we 
believe in.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Long Island City’s unprecedented growth and tech ecosystem 
offer a promising spot for Amazon’s new headquarters.  

Photo by Bill Parry

dents can meet one-on-one 
with MOIA representa-
tives between 10 a.m. and 
6 p.m. on those days and 
confidentially discuss 
their immigration-related 
issues, including possible 
enforcement actions and 
the planned termination 
of DACA, a federal pro-
gram that has protected 
800,000 undocumented 
immigrants nationwide 
from deportation who 
were brought to the Unit-
ed States as children. Ac-
cording to the Migration 
Policy Institute, 28,000 
DACA-eligible individu-
als live in Queens.

“Holding monthly of-
fice hours in Queens 
Borough Hall will allow 
MOIA to be even more 
accessible to Queens resi-
dents,” Acting MOIA Com-
missioner Bitta Mostofi 
said. “Immigration status 
should not be a barrier to 
accessing resources, and 
through our immigration 
legal services programs, 
IDNYC, access to Know 

Your Rights forums, 
among other resources, 
Mayor de Blasio’s admin-
istration is working every 
day to make New York 
City a more inclusive city 
for all.”

No appointments are 
necessary to meet with 
MOIA representatives and 
walk-ins are welcome. Ap-
pointments can be made by 
emailing Depak Borhara 
of the Queens Neighbor-
hood Outreach Team at 
dborhara@moia.nyc.gov. 

MOIA representatives 
will be available in Room 
213 on the second floor of 
Queens Borough Hall at 
120-55 Queens Blvd.

Borough Hall is adja-
cent to the Kew Gardens/
Union Turnpike station on 
the E and F subway lines 
and is in close proximity 
to several bus routes.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.
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whom are legally blind, ac-
cording to President and 
CEO Reinhard Mabry.

Some 70 percent of adults 
in the United States who 
are legally blind are unem-
ployed, said Mabry.  

The new $18 million fa-
cility will have manufactur-
ing, contract sewing, ware-
housing, call center and 
administrative jobs, accord-
ing to the CEO. It is also only 
one block away from the J 
train and around 30 percent 
of its employees already live 
in Queens. Many more are 
planning on making the 
borough their home. 

“The borough was in-
viting,” said Marby about 
the move to Queens. “Folks 
gave us advice on where to 
move.”

City Councilwoman Kar-
en Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
is one of the people person-
ally touched by the work the 
company is doing by employ-
ing workers in light manu-
facturing jobs and helping 
others with job placement. 

Her father developed glau-
coma later in life and she be-
lieved had he known about 
Alphapointe, he would have 
worked there. 

“It was no question that 
this would be a wonderful 
spot to be in,” Koslowitz 
said. “I just want to say that 
you have my utmost sup-
port. I am more than happy 
to help you in the process.”

To get Alphapointe op-
erational by September of 
next year, the company will 
be engaging with members 
of its new community and 
reaching out for donors 
through fund-raising to ob-
tain the necessary $3 mil-
lion to complete renovations, 
according to Gina Gowin, 
the executive director of the 
Alphapointe Foundation. 

LC Industries Founda-
tion, the charity wing of a 
manufacturing company lo-
cated in North Carolina that 
also employs the blind and 
visually impaired, donated 
$300,000. The Lavelle Fund 
for the Blind, Inc., a New 
York State Catholic charity, 
donated $700,000. 

“We are proud to be one 
of the major supporters of 
Alphapointe,” said Dr. An-

drew Fisher of Lavelle. “Al-
phapointe is one of the most 
important resources in New 
York state for people who 
are blind and it directly em-
ployees more people who are 
blind than ny other agency. 
It delivers more competitive 
jobs than any other state 
and it trains people who 
may have had no previous 
vocational skills.”

One of the people who 
was helped by Alphapointe 
is Guy Latronico. He devel-
oped macular degeneration 
in his eyes and became 
insecure about working 
at retail after undergoing 
surgeries. He learned about 
Alphapointe from a radio 
commercial and started off 
as a sewer eight years ago 
and now is a quality care 
specialist. 

“I didn’t know I could 
sew, but they took their time 
and trained me,” Latronico 
said. “Alphapointe is not 
just a regular job, it’s more 
of a community and safe ha-
ven that gives us a sense of 
purpose.”

Alphapointe hopes to em-
ploy more people once reno-
vations are completed in call 
center and sewing jobs. 
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employers could make these 
implants mandatory as a 
condition of employment,” 
Avella said. “No employee 
should be forced to sacrifice 
their bodily autonomy as a 
prerequisite to obtaining or 
keeping their employment. 
Several states across the 
country have already enact-
ed laws to prohibit this prac-
tice, and it is imperative that 
New York join these states in 
ensuring that the bodily in-
tegrity of our citizens is not 
violated.”

Three Square Market, 
based in River Falls, Wisc., 
was one of the first tech com-
panies to announce it would 
be installing RFID chips in 
employees, speaking of the 
benefits to security and em-
ployee convenience, while 
also believing it kept them one 
step ahead of the competition. 

“We foresee the use of 
RFID technology to drive ev-
erything from making pur-
chases in our office break 
room market, opening doors, 
use of copy machines, log-
ging into our office comput-

ers, unlocking phones, shar-
ing business cards, storing 
medical/health information, 
and used as payment at other 
RFID terminals,” Three 
Square Market CEO Todd 
Westby said. “Eventually, 
this technology will become 
standardized, allowing you 
to use this as your passport, 
public transit, all purchas-
ing opportunities, etc.”

But physicians have tak-
en a more skeptical view of 
the use of these chips in the 
medical field alone.

According to a report 
from the American Medi-
cal Association, RFID may 
have benefits in the medical 
field and “represents another 
promising development in 
information technology, but 
also raises important ethi-
cal, legal and social issues. 
Specifically, the use of RFID 
labeling in humans for medi-
cal purposes may improve pa-
tient safety, but also may pose 
some physical risks, compro-
mise patient privacy, or pres-
ent other social hazards.” 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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Queens Borough President Melinda Katz announces the Mayor's 
Office of Immigrant Affairs will hold monthly office hours at 
Borough Hall in Kew Gardens. Photo by Michael Shain
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