
BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

In the midst of the $1 billion 
Flushing Commons project on 
Union Street in Flushing, commu-
nity members are worried about 

the fate of the Macedonia African 
Methodist Episcopal Church and 
the human remains they believe 
are buried on the property.

Dr. Richard McEachern, the 
minister, told a Community Board 

7 meeting on Nov. 9, 2015 that the 
church would be torn down and re-
placed by a new, but not “oversized” 
church, according to the meeting 
minutes. No construction plans 
have been disclosed publicly or at 

quarterly church meetings, howev-
er, according to church members. 
McEachern is a member of the com-
munity board.

Jim Driscoll, a member of the 
Queens Historical Society, said 
he is concerned about the human 
remains mentioned in an archeo-
logical report, originally created 
in 1988 and confirmed in 2006 by 
Historical Perspectives Inc., a firm 
that conducts cultural and archeo-
logical research.

The extensive report deter-
mined that “current A.M.E. Church 
property must be considered sensi-
tive for possible human remains.” 
It also recommended a 15-foot pe-
rimeter around three sides of the 
church to prevent disturbance of 
potential grave sites connected 
to Flushing’s historical African-
American community. 

The recommended perimeter 
behind the church was dismissed 
in 2011 when a new archeologi-
cal report uncovered no human 
remains during testing. The 2011 
report, Macedonia Plaza Develop-
ment in Flushing, was prepared for 
BRP Macedonia Plaza Developers 
LLC by the environmental and en-
gineering firm Allee King Rosen & 
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Imagination is all that limits these costumed dancers at this year’s Queens Dominican Parade on 37th Avenue in 
Jackson Heights.  Photo by Michael Shain 

FANTASY ON THE MARCH

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly a dozen Queens City 
Council members want the city to 
use an old jail facility in Kew Gar-
dens as part of its plan to close down 
Rikers Island. 

City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale), the chair-
woman of the Council’s Commit-
tee on Fire and Criminal Justice 
Services, and City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
the chairwoman of the Queens Del-
egation, spearheaded the “unprec-
edented” move in a letter to Mayor 
Bill de Blasio Monday.

“We must return to the original 
jail model in which detainees are 
housed at the Queens Detention 
Complex while they await trial,” 
Crowley said. “Busing inmates 
to and from Rikers Island to get 
to their court appearances is fis-
cally irresponsible, illogical and 
dangerous. Reverting back to the 
original model will save our tax-
payers millions of dollars and help 
create a criminal justice system 
that better reflects our values as 
New Yorkers.”

BY MARK HALLUM

Last week’s  election within the Queens Coun-
ty Republican Party saw former U.S. Rep. Bob 
Turner unseated as chairman by Joann Ariola, 
a district leader from Lindenwood.

Turner’s loss came as a surprise for the in-

Republicans vote out 
Turner as county leader

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing’s PS 120 stu-
dents can now enjoy the new 
environmentally friendly 
playground they helped de-
sign. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), Borough 

President Melinda Katz and 
DEP Acting Commissioner 
Vincent Sapienza attended 
the ribbon-cutting for the 
renovated schoolyard that is 
set to improve the health of 
Flushing Creek.

The schoolyard was 
transformed and now fea-

tures a new turf field, run-
ning track, gazebo, play 
equipment, basketball prac-
tice hoop, outdoor classroom 
and water fountain. Koo and 
Katz were able to make the 
transformation possible in 
partnership with the Trust 
for Public Land’s New York 

Students from PS 120 help cut the ribbon 
for the new community playground. 

Photo Courtesy of Peter Koo

Queens electeds 
pitch alternative 
plan for Rikers

A house divided in Flushing
Pending construction at Macedonia AME Church on Union Street breeds controversy

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 11 Continued on Page 12

Flushing gets green playground
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3DACA recipients nervous as key deadline passes
BY BILL PARRY

Thursday was a very sig-
nificant date on the calendar 
for thousands of Dreamers 
in Queens. It was the dead-
line for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals recipi-
ents to renew their status as 
the Trump administration 
dismantles the DACA pro-
gram, which provides pro-
tections for 800,000 young 
adults who were brought to 
the United States as young 
children.

The administration said 
that everyone eligible need-
ed to renew their application 
by Oct. 5 if they wanted to 
keep their work permits for 
an extra two years. If Con-
gress does not pass its own 
version of DACA by March 5, 
the program will die, putting 
its recipients in danger of de-
portation to countries many 
have no memory of.

“President Trump’s ad-
ministration created a cri-
sis for Dreamers and their 
families with its decision 
to end the DACA program,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Height) said.  

Nonprofits and advocacy 
groups such as the New 
York Immigration Coalition, 
Make the Road New York 
and Queens Community 
House have rushed to offer 
free legal advice, help filling 
out applications and in some 

cases covering the $495 re-
newal fee.

Carmen Gutierrez, coor-
dinator of Immigration Ser-
vices at Queens Community 
House, has seen a steep in-
crease in the number of calls 
since the Trump administra-

tion announced the end of 
the DACA program.

“We received so many 
calls in one week, we had to 
get a new phone,” Gutierrez 
said. The young people who 
call are nervous and don’t 
always have the correct in-

formation. We offer free legal 
advice and can walk each 
participant through the pro-
cess. We are also able to pro-
vide the fee if a family can’t 
afford the application.”

Queens Community 
House has offered DACA 
support since the program’s 
inception in 2012. Its Immi-
gration Services program 
provides assistance and le-
gal services for immigrants, 
including citizenship appli-
cations and other residency 
needs. Contact cgutierrez@
qchnyc.org for more infor-
mation.

A Quinnipiac Poll re-
leased Sept. 28 showed that 
by a margin of 5-to-1 Ameri-
can voters believe Dreamers 
should be allowed to stay in 
the United States. The poll 
found 82 percent of Ameri-
can voters, including 69 per-
cent of Republicans, think 
undocumented immigrants 
brought to the United States 
as children should be al-
lowed to stay and apply for 
citizenship.

Quinnipiac surveyed 
1,412 voters nationwide.

“Trump’s decision to 

terminate DACA wasn’t 
just bad policy, it was cruel, 
spiteful, and overwhelm-
ingly unpopular within 
even the Republican estab-
lishment,” state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. 
“Few public policy items 
have as much overwhelm-
ing support across party 
lines as the federal Dream 
Act and DACA. Even typi-
cal immigration hardlin-
ers understand that we’re 
talking about kids who 
came here through no fault 
of their own, whose lives 
would be upended when 
forced out of the coun-
try they’ve always called 
home. Congress has been 
talking about passing sen-
sible immigration reform 
for decades, and what is 
more sensible than letting 
kids stay in the communi-
ties they grew up in? To my 
friends in Washington: the 
clock is running out.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
has announced new legis-
lation that would require 
NYPD officers to get pa-
rental consent before us-
ing minors as “fillers” on 
police lineups.

Lancman announced 
the legislation at the Ja-
maica Branch NAACP af-
ter community members 
voiced outrage over the 
summer that a minor was 
used as a filler in a police 
lineup without parental 
approval. The council-
man said using a non-
suspect minor in a police 
lineup, without prior pa-
rental consent, is a clear 
breach of the NYPD’s in-
ternal protocol.

His new bill specifies 
that, before a minor can 
participate as a filler in a 

lineup, a parent or legal 
guardian must sign a con-
sent form with a descrip-
tion of the lineup, where 
and when the lineup will 
be held, the name of the 
supervising officer, and 
notification if the teen-
ager’s image will be used 
in any other identifica-
tion procedures.

Lancman, chairman of 
the Committee on Courts 
& Legal Services, said 
parents should know and 
approve of any situation 
in which a minor is being 
asked to be involved in a 
law enforcement opera-
tion.

“We need to take ac-
tion to ensure that what 
happened in Bellerose 
 earlier this year does not 
happen again,” he said. 
“My legislation will 
codify existing internal 
NYPD policy into law, 

and ensure that both law 
enforcement and com-
munity members under-
stand the protocol that 
must be followed if a 
minor is to be used as a 

filler in a police lineup.” 
The councilman said 

officers were turned 
away from the Business 
Technology Early College 
High School on Hillside 

Avenue by school admin-
istrators and then ap-
proached a group of four 
teenagers on the street 
to participate as fillers. 
One of the four teens de-
clined, two agreed with 
parental consent and 
the fourth teen agreed to 
participate, but without 
parental consent. 

According to Lanc-
man, police officers rou-
tinely ask community 
members to participate 
as non-suspect fillers in 
lineups, especially when 
dealing with short time 
constraints, in order to 
secure a “fair lineup.” 
Anyone who participates 
as a filler is compensated 
for their time. Officers 
are permitted to inquire 
if potential fillers are un-
der the age of 18, but are 
supposed to obtain writ-
ten permission from a 

parent or legal guardian 
for a non-suspect minor 
prior to the lineup. 

Leroy Gadsden, presi-
dent of the Jamaica 
Branch NAACP, said he 
fully supports Lancman’s 
new mandate. 

“Until a child reaches 
adulthood, a parent is 
vested with the authority 
to make decisions in ev-
ery aspect of the child’s 
life,” he said. “If paren-
tal consent is required 
in writing for something 
as routine as a school 
field trip, then truly they 
should be granted the 
right to make a decision 
in something as precious 
and dear as their child’s 
freedom and liberty.” 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Dreamers faced a key deadline in filing renewals for participation in the DACA program as a new poll 
shows most Americans want them to stay in the country. Courtesy of David Altschuler

Bill requires parental consent for minors in lineups

Councilman Rory Lancman joined the Jamaica NAACP Branch to 
announce the new legislation that requires parental consent before 
minors can be used as fillers.  Photo Courtesy Rory Lancman
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RECYCLE DAY
Saturday, October 14th

1:00PM - 4:00PM

Maspeth Federal Savings Parking Lot
56-18 69th St. Maspeth, NY 11378

(Rain or Shine)

Councilmember Elizabeth Crowley | Assemblyman Brian Barnwell
 104th & 108th Precinct | C.O.M.E.T.

| maspethfederal.com

- Shred unwanted documents
- Recycle old electronic devices
- Save on car insurance with VIN-etching 
- On-site pet adoption
- And more! 

Your community sponsors

- The New Yorker

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Townsend Harris and 
the Queens High School for 
the Sciences at York College 
in Queens are among the top 
10 high schools in the city, 
scoring above all but one of  
the selective high schools, 
according to the U.S. News 
& World Report’s 2017 an-
nual list.

The rop ranked school 
was High School of Ameri-
can Studies at Lehman Col-
lege in the Bronx.

F l u s h i n g - b a s e d 
Townsend ranked sixth 
on the list followed by the 
Queens High School for 
Sciences in Jamaica in sev-
enth place.  The Bronx High 
School of Science was in the 
No. 8 spot, Brooklyn Techni-
cal High School came in at 
No. 10 on the list and Stuyve-
sant High School was in 11th 
place.  Admission to Ameri-
can Studies, Bronx Science, 
Brooklyn Tech and Stuye-
sant is based on scores on 
the specialized high schools 
test.

 U.S. News ranked 
schools with more than 15 
students across the country 
by high performance on 
state assessment tests, how 
a school’s disadvantaged 
students fared on those tests 
compared to the state aver-
age, graduation rates and 
the college readiness index, 
or CRI, according to its web-
site. To score well on the CRI 
a school must have scored 
20.91 or more, which is the 
national average for the 
quality-adjusted Advanced 
Placement participation 
rate.

The computations were 
based on results from the 
2014-2015 enrollment and 
performance of high school 
seniors across the country, 
according to the U.S. News 
Report.

The top 500 schools across 
the country that exceeded 
the first three criteria and 
scored well above 20.91 like 
Townsend Harris at 93.9 
and Queens High School for 
the Sciences at 93.8 received 
a gold medal, according to 
U.S. News. 

Not only are Townsend 
Harris and Queens High 
School gold medal schools, 
they were ranked No. 7 and 
8 in New York state and 44 
and 45 nationally, according 
to the list. 

Townsend Harris se-
niors all took at least one 
AP course and 90 percent 
of them passed it, accord-
ing to the U.S. News score-
card. The students were 99 
percent proficient in math 
and 100 percent proficient in 
English in statewide exams. 

There were 1,133 
Townsend seniors, 78 per-
cent of who were minorities 
and 54 percent were consid-
ered economically disadvan-
taged, according to the U.S. 
News school profile.  The 
school also had a 100 percent 
graduation rate. 

All of the seniors at 
Queens High School for the 
Science at York College took 
an AP course and 88 percent 
of them passed. The school 
had 98 percent of its students 
proficient in math. 

There were 426 seniors 
and 94 percent of them were 
minorities and 65 percent 
were disadvantaged, accord-
ing to the U.S. News school 
profile. 

Schools that met the 

first three criteria and 

scored at or above the 

first median CRI value 

were awarded silver 

medals, according to the 

report:

Academy of American
Studies 

Bayside High School
Francis Lewis High 

School
Academy of Finance and 

Enterprise
Queen Gateway to Health 

Sciences Secondary School
East-West School of

International Studies
Forest Hills High School
Academy for Careers in 
Television and Film
Maspeth High School

Robert F. Kennedy Com-
munity High School and the 
Aviation Career and Techni-

cal High School

The next top schools 

in Queens that scored be-

low the CRI or lacked AP 

courses received bronze 

medals in this order: 

Jamaica Gateway to the 
Sciences

Thomas Edison Career 
and Technical High School

Civic Leadership Acad-
emy

High School for Construc-
tion Trades, Engineering 

and Architecture
Information Technology 

High School
Excelsior Preparatory 

High School 

Two borough schools 
among city’s top 10

Townsend Harris in Flushing and Queens High School for the 
Sciences at York College (Jamaica) are among the top high schools 
in the borough.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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DHS does at it again
Homeless sheltered in Sunnyside, Kew Gardens hotels with little notice

BY BILL PARRY

It was nearly a year ago 
when Human Resources Ad-
ministration Commissioner 
Steven Banks told a room full 
of City Council members and 
community board leaders at 
Borough Hall that he under-
stood the challenges it cre-
ates for local leaders not to 
have prior knowledge when 
the Department of Homeless 
Services rents rooms in com-
mercial hotels to shelter the 
homeless, and he promised 
that would change.

 Last week, DHS, the agen-
cy Banks oversees, began 
moving homeless families 
into hotels in Sunnyside and 
Kew Gardens and elected 
officials are seething about 
the lack of proper notice and 
lack of input from those com-
munities.

The city reserved all 82 
rooms at the Best Western at 
38-05 Hunters Point Ave. in 
Sunnyside and began mov-
ing in homeless families 
Tuesday, Sept. 26  , the same 
day it notified City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) and Community 
Board 2.

“I am disappointed that 
my office and the commu-
nity did not have any input 
in or knowledge of the deci-
sion to convert this hotel,” 
Van Bramer said. “While 
we can never demonize the 
homeless, many of which are 
children, I share in my com-
munity’s frustration of the 
process by which this deci-

sion was made.” 
State Assemblywoman 

Catherine Nolan (Long Is-
land City) said she was “out-
raged and disappointed” in a 
letter she fired off to Mayor 
Bill de Blasio. “I do not feel 
that our community was giv-
en adequate notice, nor time 
to prepare for this develop-
ment,” she wrote.

DHS says it needs the 
rooms because it has begun 
phasing out the use of 3,600 
cluster units citywide, apart-
ments in private buildings 
that are often in disrepair.

“We are using commer-

cial hotels like this location 
 as a bridge to provide shel-
ter to homeless New York-
ers, including families with 
children, who would other-
wise be turned out into the 
street,” DHS spokesman 
Isaac McGinn said.

Van Bramer would not 
argue against that,  having 
experienced homelessness 
when he was a child. If the 
city had notified him earlier 
he would have raised the is-
sue of safety.  

The Best Western sits at 
the bottom of the off ramp 
from the Long Island Express-

way and drivers jockey with 
drivers on the service road.

“It’s a really bad location 
for this shelter full of young 
children,” Van Bramer said. 
“These roadways are often 
clogged and dangerous be-
cause of the backed up traffic 
from the LIE. We had to in-
stall bollards there because 
frustrated drivers go the 
wrong way down one-way 
streets often in reverse. They 
should reconsider using this 
hotel as a shelter because we 
know those streets are dan-
gerous.”

DHS rented out 42 rooms 
at the Comfort Inn at 123-28 
82nd Ave. in Kew Gardens 
just across the street from 
Borough Hall. The agency 
began using 19 of the rooms 
to provide shelter for home-
less men Saturday, the day 
after notifying City Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz (D-
Firest Hills) as Yom Kippur 
began.

“I am upset that DHS 
chose to inform my office of 
its placement of homeless 
individuals in a hotel in my 
district a few hours before the 
start of the holiest day in the 
Jewish calendar,” Koslowitz 
said. “DHS displayed a lack 
of sensitivity in contacting 
my office at such a time. I was 
therefore unavailable to ask 
question or offer my reserva-
tion about such a placement.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Elected officials in western Queens are furious with the de Blasio 
administration for sheltering homeless families in a Sunnyside 
hotel with little or no notice. Photo by Bill Parry

Over 300 new apts. set
for downtown Jamaica

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Greater Jamaica 
Development Corp., an eco-
nomic improvement group, 
announced a joint venture 
last week between BRP Com-
panies and Wharton Proper-
ties for a 500,000-square-foot 
development that will have 
over 300 mixed-income resi-
dential units in Jamaica.

In addition, there will be 
70,000 square feet of retail 
space. The ground-breaking 
is slated for the end of 2018. 

The development orga-
nization plans on using the 
open-air parking lot situated 
between the Queens Central 
Library and the Department 
of Motor Vehicles for the 
space, according to a spokes-
man. 

Greater Jamaica Presi-
dent Hope Knight believes 
the apartment complex and 
the shopping space will bring 
new residents and consumers 
to the area.

“Our goal for the develop-
ment of the site is to facilitate 
a project that addresses the 
needs of the community, cre-
ates jobs and brings activ-
ity to the eastern part of the 
district,” Knight said. “We 
are confident that BRP and 
Wharton will create a project 
that will support the grow-
ing population and volume 
of daily shoppers that is at an 
all-time high.”

This is the second devel-
opment project for the real 
estate firm BRP in Jamaica. 
The company’s co-founder 
and managing partner, Mer-

edith Marshall, is already in 
the process of building a pri-
vate affordable housing and 
mixed-income apartment 
complex called “The Cross-
ing at Jamaica Station.” It 
cost $407 million and is across 
from the AirTrain Station at 
93-01 Sutphin Blvd., Jamaica, 
according to GJDC.

The 773,000-square-foot 
project will have 669 units 
and is projected to create 
4,000 construction jobs before 
it is completed in 2019, accord-
ing to GJDC.

”Jamaica is primed to be 
a premier hub in Queens — 
combining housing, retail 
and transportation — and 
we are pleased to support its 
continued development with 
our second Jamaica project,” 
Marshall said. “We are work-
ing closely with the Greater 
Jamaica Development Cor-
poration, helping to bring 
needed mixed-income, af-
fordable housing to the area. 
This project will strengthen 
our relationship and ensure 
we are developing in Jamai-
ca based on the needs of the 
community.” 

Jamaica became a po-
tential hotbed of economic 
development shortly after 
2014 when the real estate 
site Street Easy projected 
the area as being a hot spot. 
According to the site, the 
combination of population 
growth, the prices of homes, 
the addition of new hotels 
and access to multiple forms 
of transportation were some 
of the reasons behind this 
forecast. 
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L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia, Cape May
 Longwood Gardens, Jack O’Lantern Blaze
 Dinner Shows, Casinos, Shopping & More
 Ocean City Halloween Beach Maze
 Thanksgiving, Christmas & NY Eve Trips
 The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
 Vermont Maple Festival & More
 There’s Only One Kentucky; Outer Banks

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches 
and 24-seat mini buses available 
for your transportation needs.

Cruises Destinations
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises          
& Vacation Packages

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7 - 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

Receive a FREE Bus Trip after completing a 9 Days or more cruise

17 Days Amazing China Tour
Saturday, April 7 - Monday, April 23, 2018
Double: $4989; Single $5989
15 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 12 Dinners
Highlights: Shanghai, Hangzhou, Guilin, Yangshuo,
Xian, Beijing, Hong Kong & Macau

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Price includes round trip air fare, taxes, hotel transfers, high speed train ticket, air 
tickets in China, admissions, hotel accommodation, gratuity for drivers & tour guides.



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
OC

T. 
8,

 2
01

7
8

Mr. Robert Botero  
718.886.7250

718.309.0589 
admissions@holycrosshs.org

NOW ACCEPTING YOUNG WOMEN 

FOR THE CLASS OF 2022!

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 22nd, 2017

RSVP www.holycrosshs.org

Queens Collegiate celebrates 10th anniversary
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Students, teachers, fac-
ulty and elected officials 
gathered in Jamaica last 
week to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of Queens Col-
legiate: A College Board 
School.

Queens Collegiate, 
located at 167-01 Gothic 
Drive, is one of four college 
prep schools co-located 
within the old Jamaica 
High School building, ac-
cording to Principal Jaime 
Dubei, also a co-founder.

“We opened the school 
as an opportunity for stu-
dents to learn about dif-
ferent cultures and differ-
ent people, while having 
STEM, art and all differ-
ent programs to help them 
progress,” Dubei said. “We 
are also proud to have a 
full-fledged musical pro-
gram here as well.”

The school specializes 
in international affairs. 
It teaches students from 
grades six through 12, and 

has a four-year graduation 
rate of 87.1 percent and a 
six-year graduation rate of 
91.1 percent. 

City Councilman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), a Jamaica High 
School graduate, had a few 
remarks for the school and 
the principal. 

“It was so exciting to 
come here and walk up those 
steps in this magnificent 
building where you felt like 
you were going to college, 
not high school,” Weprin 
said. “You’ve accomplished 
so much in 10 years.”

After receiving glowing 
remarks from Assistant 
Principals Camille Jacobs 
and Robert McMahon, also 
a co-founder, recent alum 
Jeannisha Jasmin and se-
nior Padma Mahabir sang 
a moving rendition of Lee 
Ann Womack’s “I Hope You 
Dance” to the principal in-
side the Doris Reid Audito-
rium.

Before the singing had 
begun, Jacobs read a poem 

to the principal.
“We rep  our QC pride 

through and through,” Ja-
cobs said. “Ms. Dubei, you 
sacrifice your family, your 
time and so much more to 
change to the world so that 
students can explore.” 

Past Queens Collegiate 
alums and teachers packed 
the school and cheered on 
their former principal. 

After Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) arrived during the 
ceremony, he joined Dubei, 

the assistant principals 
and PTA president Annette 
Brown in a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the school. It 
was something they didn’t 
get to do when Queens Col-
legiate opened years ago. 

It was a bittersweet mo-
ment for state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), a 
1976 alum of Jamaica High 
School, who arrived after 
the ceremony ended from 
Albany. His former school 
was shuttered in 2014 as a 
result of poor graduation 
rates. Before the school 
failed, it was the largest 
high school in the United 
States and was a consid-
ered a premier secondary 
school in the mid-1980s, ac-
cording to the New Yorker. 

“I’m glad Queens Col-
legiate is working and that 
the building is well uti-
lized,” Comrie said. “I’m 
still disappointed that Ja-
maica High School as itself 
is no longer viable. There 
are many alumni that 
would have liked to have 

had the opportunity to con-
tribute and maintain the 
viability of the school, but 
I’m pleased that Queens 
Collegiate is doing well and 
that their graduation rate 
is higher than most high 
schools in the city.”

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) allocated 
$1.12 million in labs and 
repairs for the school over 
the years. 

“We want every kid in 
our district to have as much 
opportunity as possible,” 
Lancman said. “Queens 
Collegiate is terrific, but 
like every school, it needs 
resources.” 

The school received 
$100,000 for a piano lab in 
fiscal year 2015, $65,000 in 
repairs to the auditorium 
in 2016, and it will receive 
$955,000 for a science lab in 
2018. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie, Councilman Rory Lancman, Principal 
Jaime Dubei and Councilman I. Daneek Miller mark Queens 
Collegiate: A School Board School’s 10th anniversary in Jamaica. 

Courtesy of state Sen. Comrie
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

2:30 pm 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. Same seminars and times 
for both expos. Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Sunday, 
November 12th

10am–4pm
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FOREST HILLS
7100 Yellowstone Boulevard

Forest Hills, NY 11375

2 Expos

2 Locations

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Lunch at the Expo if you register by October 15th

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

as of Oct. 4, 2017

The Allure Group
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TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy

Please pre-register  
for our open house  
at www.tmla.org.

SHADOW A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, 
New York. Accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and 
Schools and Chartered by the State of NY.

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, October 15, 2017 

10am-3pm

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432  |  Phone: 718-297-2120   |  Fax: 718-739-0037  |  @WEARETMLA  | #HILLTOPPERNATION |  TACHS #016

TMLA+

At The Mary Louis Academy, you will find your own  
voice—distinctive, confident, intelligent, creative,  
and empowered—a voice that will be one of your  

greatest assets in life.

cumbent, who did not 
know he was facing an op-
ponent until the last min-
ute and, along with others  
who looked at her sudden 
rise with suspicion consid-
ering her close association 
with Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park). 

Bob Capano, district 
director under Turner and 
also a former professor of 
Ulrich’s at St. Francis Col-
lege, described the election 
of Ariola as an upset or-
chestrated by Ulrich him-
self to consolidate power 
within the GOP.

“If Eric Ulrich thinks 
putting his hand-picked 
puppet in as chair helps 
his 2021 mayoral ambi-
tions, he is sorely mistak-
en. Queens residents know 
what an honorable public 
servant Bob Turner is, and 
for Eric Ulrich to initiate 
this coup just to central-
ize his own power is dis-
gusting,” Capano said  in 
a statement. “Bob Turner 
was unifying the Queens 
GOP and bringing consen-

sus to the party. It is very 
sad that Eric cares more 
about his own power than 
respecting the public ser-
vice of a true gentleman in 
Bob Turner and the cohe-
sion of the Queens Repub-
lican Party.”

Turner told the 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in an interview he did not 
know in what capacity he 
would remain involved 
in the Republican Party, 
but said it would not be in 
Queens.

“The incumbent, me, 
was largely unaware that 
there was a challenge and 
could not muster enough 
counter support, so that’s 
that,” Turner said of his 
unexpected loss. “I spoke 
to the Republican mayoral 
candidate [Nicole Mall-
iotakis] and the state chair 
of the party and they were 
urging me to stay involved, 
and I will.”

Turner described Ari-
ola as a “longtime party 
loyalist” and “devotee” of  
Ulrich. Turner believes 
she will do well in the new 
role. Ariola is president of 
the Howard Beach-Linden-
wood Civic Association.

Republican City Coun-
cil candidate Joseph Con-
cannon, who is facing 
Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens), said he was not at 
the meeting at Russo’s on 
the Bay in Howard Beach 
Sept. 27 where Turner 
was shown the door, but 
he heard that most of the 
district leaders in Queens 

attended.
“I wish her well and I 

hope she improves on ev-
erything that Bob Turner 
has set into motion,” Con-
cannon said.

Turner’s loss comes 
with clear signs of divi-
sion with the Queens Re-
publican Party. 

Queens County Re-
publicans were repairing 

their party after a pe-
riod of disarray until last 
year’s November 2016 elec-
tions in which the GOP 
united under Turner and 
fielded about 20 candidates 
at the state and federal 
level to challenge Demo-
cratic dominance in the 
city. Turner expressed at 
the time a desire to bring 
his organization together 

under the banner of then-
candidate Donald Trump 
as well as ramp up com-
petition against their “lib-
eral counterparts” in seats 
where Republican votes 
could be levied.

But all the candidates 
nominated by Queens GOP 
failed to unseat any of their 
Democratic opponents.

One observer formerly 
involved in the Queens 
GOP was critical of Turn-
er’s approach in 2016, and 
said the strategy was a 
“shotgun approach” to a 
goal which requires em-
phasis on individual cam-
paigns in districts with 
potential.

This source described 
the geographical rift in the 
Queens Republican Party 
prior to the 2016 elections 
as the “38th Parallel,” with 
northern Queens splin-
tered off from southern 
Queens, where Ulrich and 
Bob Turner led in the south 
and the late GOP Chairman 
Phil Ragusa in the north.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Turner

Former Congressman Bob Turner was voted out as chairman of the Queens County Republican Party. 
Photo by Micahel Shain 
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HEY, NEIGHBOR! WE’RE RIGHT NEXT DOOR.

Online Banking  | Savings Accounts  | Personal Loans  | 30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
Home Loans  | Free Checking  | Vehicle Loans  | Low-Rate Credit Cards

NOW ALSO SERVING
��Briarwood  ��Cambria Heights
��Hillcrest  ��Hollis
��Jamaica  ��Jamaica Estates
��Jamaica Hills  ��Ozone Park
��Pomonok  ��Queens Village
��Richmond Hill ��South Jamaica
��St. Albans  ��Woodhaven 
��South Ozone Park

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Now in Queens Village, Qside serves more people in Queens than ever before. So 
you can enjoy all the perks of banking with a local credit union, where our members 
���������	��
	���.

Crowley and Koslowitz joined 
City Councilman Barry Groden-
chik (D-Oakland Gardens) in 
tourirng the complex with city De-
partment of Correction officials. 
Grodenchik signed onto the let-
ter, along with eight other Council 
members, saying the facility would 
meet the criteria outlined in a re-
port by the Lippman Commission 
calling for centrally located, court-
adjacent community jails to replace 
scandal-scarred Rikers.

“Rikers Island is a detriment to 
our city and an embarrassment to 
our criminal justice system,” Ko-
slowitz said. “Last week, I toured 
the Queens Detention Complex and 
there needs to be work done, either 
through expansion or a complete re-
construction, to be able to house an 
inmate population. The site would 
be convenient because of its prox-
imity to the Criminal Court and 
would reduce the cost and traffic 
associated with transporting pris-
oners. However, we need to ensure 
if a plan like this moves forward, 
that there is a long public discus-
sion centered on the community’s 
concerns.”

The site, which is connected 
to the Queens County Court, cur-

rently has sat unoccupied since 
its closure in 2002 after 40 years in 
operation. The building currently 
houses office space and has been 
the location for various film and TV 
productions, including the Netflix 
series “Orange is the New Black.”

“It is a moral imperative that 
we close the nightmare that is Rik-
ers Island,” City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), another 
signee, said. “As the Lippman 
Commission report makes clear, 
an important component of shut-
ting down Rikers is constructing 
new borough-based jail facilities. 
Utilizing the site of the Queens 
Detention Complex would greatly 
improve accessibility for all, save 
taxpayer funds, and make our jus-
tice system more efficient.”

City Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) agreed, adding 
his signature to the letter.

“The fact that Karen Koslowitz 
stood up and bravely said she would 
take a community-based jail in her 
own district is very commendable,” 
Dromm said. “The mayor should 
speed up the closing of Rikers Is-
land and he should certainly take 
her up on her offer.”

Mayor de Blasio was receptive 
to the idea, according to a spokes-
woman who said there is a need for 
courageous elected officials for the 
plan to work.

“We thank these Queens offi-
cials for their role in this process,” 
City Hall spokeswoman Natalie 
Grybauskas said. “Expanding and 
reopening the Queens Detention 
Center would be an ideal first step, 
and we have already started to take 
a hard look at this site to determine 
its feasibility.”

Crowley was pleased with the 
response from City Hall.

“I’m encouraged the mayor was 
receptive to our proposal,” she said. 
“It’s time our criminal justice sys-
tem reflect New York City values, 
and the Queens Detention Complex 
provides us that option.”

Robert Holden, Crowley’s chal-
lenger in next month’s city election, 
blasted the proposal. Holden, a long-
time civic leader and registered 
Democrat for the last 44 years, was 
placed on the Republican Party line 
by the Queens GOP in a unanimous 
vote last week.

“It doesn’t take a genius to know 
that dangerous, violent criminals 
belong on an island and should not 
be moved into residential neighbor-
hoods,” Holden said. “It’s irrespon-
sible to come out in favor of a plan 
to close Rikers without knowing all 
the details, and if transportation 
cost is the main issue, it would make 
more sense to build a courthouse on 
Rikers than to spread the jail popu-
lation out to the boroughs.”

Continued from Page 1 

Prison site
City Playground Program, the De-
partment of Education, the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, 
the School Construction Authority 
and the New York Road Runners 
Together.

The community playground 
was designed by students and 
community members through the 
Playgrounds Program. The green 
infrastructure elements will help 
capture up to an inch of rainwater 
during storms, amounting to al-
most 500,000 gallons a year. DEP 
funds green infrastructure on pub-
licly owned property to reduce com-
bined sewer overflows into New 
York’s waterways, including Flush-
ing Creek and Flushing Bay.

Koo said the new playground will 
make sure kids are given the best 
space to stay active and healthy.

“What makes this playground 
especially unique is that its design 
came from the hearts and minds of 
PS 120Q’s own students and faculty,” 
he said. “I’m very proud to have con-
tributed $235,000 in funding to this 
project so that our kids can have the 
best infrastructure possible to help 
them achieve a world class educa-
tion.”

Sapienza said the playground 

was one of the first steps in im-
proving the conditions in Flushing 
Creek. 

“Flushing Creek has suffered 
from more than a century of ne-
glect, and in order to reverse that 
legacy DEP has invested $500 mil-
lion over the last decade to reduce 
pollution and improve the ecologi-
cal health of the waterway,” he said. 
“The more green infrastructure 
we build, including curbside rain 
gardens in sidewalks, playgrounds 
at schools and on private property, 
the healthier Flushing Creek will 
become, so we look forward to many 
more ribbon-cuttings for green play-
grounds.”

In addition, the turf field includes 
materials recycled from DEP’s Mu-
nicipal Water Efficiency Program, 
which replaces old 5-gallon flush 
toilets in public schools with low-
flow toilets. According to DEP, for 
this playground project 3,500 toilets 
were crushed. The crushed porce-
lain now serves as a sturdy, porous 
sponge under the turf field and in-
stead of wasting clean water, those 
toilets help one inch of rain soak 
into the soil beneath, reducing the 
burden on the city’s sewer system, 
DEP said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail 
at gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Playground
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
OC

T. 
8,

 2
01

7
14

July 19, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 11UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

A CNG Publication

BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Fleming.
Founded in 1811, the 

church, located at 37-22 
Union St., is over 200 years 
old and is the third oldest 
church in Flushing. It is a 
part of the Flushing Free-
dom Mile, which recognizes 
landmarks connected to the 
Underground Railroad and 
anti-slavery movement. The 
Macedonia Church has been 
meeting at a “temporary lo-
cation” in Jamaica since De-
cember 2015, according to its 
Facebook page.

 McEachern’s statement 
confirming construction 
appeared to contradict a 
statement made by Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz earlier that year in 
July 17, 2015. At that time 
Katz quelled rumors that 
the church would be torn 
down, saying no such plans 
existed. 

Jay Williams, the church 
historian, recently said 
church members voted some-
time between June and July 
2015 on a proposal presented 
by McEachern to replace the 
church with a 14-story build-
ing. According to Williams, 
the congregation was prom-
ised two floors of the new 
building. 

Although contested, the 
vote passed, according to 
Williams. Repeated attempts 
by the TimesLedger to re-
trieve a record of the vote 
and to speak to McEachern 
were unsuccessful. When 
asked about the construction 
plans, Mary Mootoo, head of 
the church’s trustee board, 
refused to comment. 

Ron Smith, a member of 
the church and volunteer 
Sunday school teacher, said 
he remembers a similar vote 
occurring a couple of years 
ago. He said church mem-
bers voted to “go forward 
with building a new church.” 
Based on his attendance at 
the church’s last quarterly 
meeting this summer, Smith 
said he understood the 
church was ready to break 
ground “imminently.” He 
said members were not given 
a time frame and he was un-
sure how soon the construc-
tion would take place.

Human remains were 
discovered on church prop-
erty in 1931 during a re-
building of the church’s 
foundation, according to the 
2011 archeological report. 

It noted a newspaper report 
that claimed the minister at 
that time had the remains 
“reburied in a walkway 
alongside the church.” Ac-
cording to the archeological 
report, McEachern said the 
“remains currently reside 
beneath the church sanctu-
ary,” in a conversation with 
the report’s authors on Oct. 
13, 2011.

“I know the remains are 
there because my father 
helped them bury them,” 
said Williams, who has been 
a member of The Macedonia 
Church for most of his life. 

Mitchell Grubler, chair-
man of the Queens Pres-
ervation Council, said the 
ultimate responsibility of de-
ciding what happens to The 
Macedonia Church lies with 
the minister and trustees, as 
the owners of the property. 
He forwarded McEachern 
the archeological report 
detailing the possibility of 
human remains in July or 
August this year, but has not 
received a response. 

“We’re concerned that 
the property has become 
very valuable,” Grubler said. 
“The fact of what’s going up 
around it—it’s our concern 
that the property may be in 
danger.” 

Flushing Commons, a $1 
billion project on 38-08 Union 
St., will border the south 
and west sides of the church 
upon completion. Macedonia 
Plaza, a low-income housing 
development that cost nearly 
$50 million and opened in 
2015, is adjacent to The Mace-
donia Church.

According to Smith, 
the church’s minister and 
board of trustees are solely 
in charge of the details. He 
believes God is in control, 
however, and whatever 
takes place will benefit the 
church. 

“We’ve been there 200 

years, and all kinds of op-
position came against us,” 
Smith said. “And we’re still 
there.”

The initial 1988 archaeo-
logical report and its 2006 
addendum, which raised 
the possibility of human re-
mains on church property, 
was required by the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. Ali Rasouline-
jad, current director of com-
munity and intergovern-
mental affairs at the LPC, 
said the LPC could not con-
firm or deny construction 
plans to tear down or replace 
The Macedonia Church 
because the church is not 
landmarked property and 
remains outside the LPC’s 
jurisdiction.

Williams said he had 
contacted Rev. Gregory In-
gram, the Macedonia AME 
Church’s district bishop, 
with his concerns about 
the fate of the church twice 
since the church stopped 
meeting at the site in Flush-
ing. His questions were not 
answered. According to Wil-
liams, Ingram began asking 
him whether he went to the 
church or donated during 
their second phone conversa-
tion.

 “It really is a ‘good old 
boys’ club,’” he said.

Ingram did not respond 
to repeated attempts to con-
tact him for comment. 

Bayside resident Mand-
ingo Tshaka, who was bap-
tized in the church and be-
gan attending in 1935, said 
he could not understand 
why there had been no effort 
to preserve the church as a 
historical landmark, similar 
to Friends Meeting House 
and St. George’s Episcopal 
Church, also on the Flushing 
Freedom Mile. 

“There’s nothing there 
that can’t be corrected and 
repaired,” Tshaka said.

Continued from Page 1 

Macedonia

Macedonia AME Church, the third oldest church in Flushing, stands 
on property believed to contain human remains from African-
American church members. Photo by Annabelle Blair
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