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A former Maspeth priest 

is under investigation for the 
sexual assault of up to 15 girls 
between 1973 and 1994 with 
the help of Boston attorney 
Mitchell Garabedian, who was 
depicted in the film “Spotlight.  
Additional women are coming 
forward.

During the time Father 
Adam Prochaski was with Holy 
Cross parish school at 61-21 56th 
Rd.  , Linda Porcaro, a teacher 
who was close to the matter and 
the whistleblower in the case, 
claims the priest had assaulted 
numerous girls between the 
ages of 5 and 16 and was known 
to use physical intimidation on 
the boys in the school.

“He was mean and intimi-
dating,” Porcaro said in an in-
terview with TimesLedger. “He 
was very large, he towered over 
me ... He was about 6-foot-4, he 
wasn’t slim, He wasn’t over-
weight, but he was built and 
to a child that’s already very 
intimidating. I know he was 
rough with the boys, I saw him 
with the boys.”

According to Porcaro, 
Prochaski was especially mean 
to those who were aware of his 
actions with the girls in the 
school and recalls one boy who 

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly a dozen Queens City 
Council members want the 
city to use an old jail facility in 
Kew Gardens as part of its plan 
to close down Rikers Island. 

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale), 
the chairwoman of the Coun-
cil’s Committee on Fire and 
Criminal Justice Services, 
and City Councilwoman Kar-
en Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
the chairwoman of the Queens 
Delegation, spearheaded the 
“unprecedented” move in a 
letter to Mayor Bill de Blasio 
Monday.

“We must return to the 
original jail model in which 
detainees are housed at the 
Queens Detention Complex 
while they await trial,” Crow-
ley said. “Busing inmates to 
and from Rikers Island to get 
to their court appearances is 
fiscally irresponsible, illogi-
cal and dangerous. Reverting 
back to the original model will 
save our taxpayers millions 
of dollars and help create a 
criminal justice system that 
better reflects our values as 
New Yorkers.”

Crowley and Koslowitz 
joined City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) in tourirng the complex 
with city Department of Cor-
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Townsend Harris and the 
Queens High School for the 
Sciences at York College in 
Queens are among the top 10 
high schools in the city, scor-
ing above all but one of  the 
selective high schools, accord-

ing to the U.S. News & World 
Report’s 2017 annual list.

The rop ranked school was 
High School of American Stud-
ies at Lehman College in the 
Bronx.

Flushing-based Townsend 
ranked sixth on the list fol-
lowed by the Queens High 

School for Sciences in Jamaica 
in seventh place.  The Bronx 
High School of Science was in 
the No. 8 spot, Brooklyn Tech-
nical High School came in at 
No. 10 on the list and Stuyve-
sant High School was in 11th 
place.  Admission to American 

Two boro schools rated tops in the city

Continued on Page 66

Abuse victims
seek justice

 from Diocese

Queens pols pitch prison plan
Crowley, Koslowitz offer Kew Gardens facility as alternative to Rikers

Townsend Harris in Flushing and Queens High School for the Sciences at 
York College in Jamaica are among the top high schools in the city.

UP IN SMOKE

A reporter and a city worker watch as the approaches to the old Kusciuszko Bridge are imploded in ear-
splitting fashion. See coverage on Pages 9, 30. Courtesy of Governor’s office/Darren McGee
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Greater Jamaica De-
velopment Corp., an economic 
improvement group, an-
nounced a joint venture last 
week between BRP Companies 
and Wharton Properties for 
a 500,000-square-foot develop-
ment that will have over 300 
mixed-income residential 
units in Jamaica.

In addition, there will be 
70,000 square feet of retail 
space. The ground-breaking is 
slated for the end of 2018. 

The development orga-
nization plans on using the 
open-air parking lot situated 
between the Queens Central 
Library and the Department 
of Motor Vehicles for the space, 
according to a spokesman. 

Greater Jamaica Presi-
dent Hope Knight believes the 
apartment complex and the 
shopping space will bring new 
residents and consumers to the 
area.

“Our goal for the develop-
ment of the site is to facilitate 
a project that addresses the 
needs of the community, cre-
ates jobs and brings activity to 
the eastern part of the district,” 
Knight said. “We are confident 
that BRP and Wharton will 
create a project that will sup-
port the growing population 

and volume of daily shoppers 
that is at an all-time high.”

This is the second develop-
ment project for the real estate 
firm BRP in Jamaica. The com-
pany’s co-founder and manag-
ing partner, Meredith Mar-
shall, is already in the process 
of building a private affordable 
housing and mixed-income 
apartment complex called 
“The Crossing at Jamaica Sta-
tion.” It cost $407 million and is 
across from the AirTrain Sta-
tion at 93-01 Sutphin Blvd., Ja-
maica, according to GJDC.

The 773,000-square-foot 
project will have 669 units 
and is projected to create 4,000 
construction jobs before it is 
completed in 2019, according 
to GJDC.

”Jamaica is primed to be 
a premier hub in Queens — 
combining housing, retail 
and transportation — and we 
are pleased to support its con-
tinued development with our 
second Jamaica project,” Mar-
shall said. “We are working 
closely with the Greater Jamai-
ca Development Corporation, 
helping to bring needed mixed-
income, affordable housing 
to the area. This project will 
strengthen our relationship 
and ensure we are developing 
in Jamaica based on the needs 
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BY BILL PARRY

It was nearly a year ago when 
Human Resources Adminis-
tration Commissioner Steven 
Banks told a room full of City 
Council members and commu-
nity board leaders at Borough 
Hall that he understood the 
challenges it creates for local 
leaders not to have prior knowl-
edge when the Department of 
Homeless Services rents rooms 
in commercial hotels to shelter 
the homeless, and he promised 
that would change.

 Last week, DHS, the agency 
Banks oversees, began moving 
homeless families into hotels 
in Sunnyside and Kew Gardens 
and elected officials are seeth-
ing about the lack of proper no-
tice and lack of input from those 
communities.

The city reserved all 82 
rooms at the Best Western at 
38-05 Hunters Point Ave. in 
Sunnyside and began moving 
in homeless families Tuesday, 
Sept. 26  , the same day it noti-
fied City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and 
Community Board 2.

“I am disappointed that my 
office and the community did 
not have any input in or knowl-
edge of the decision to convert 
this hotel,” Van Bramer said. 
“While we can never demonize 
the homeless, many of which 
are children, I share in my com-
munity’s frustration of the pro-
cess by which this decision was 
made.” 

State Assemblywoman Cath-
erine Nolan (Long Island City) 
said she was “outraged and dis-
appointed” in a letter she fired 
off to Mayor Bill de Blasio. “I 
do not feel that our community 
was given adequate notice, nor 
time to prepare for this develop-
ment,” she wrote.

DHS says it needs the rooms 
because it has begun phasing 
out the use of 3,600 cluster units 
citywide, apartments in private 

buildings that are often in dis-
repair.

“We are using commercial 
hotels like this location  as a 
bridge to provide shelter to 
homeless New Yorkers, includ-
ing families with children, who 
would otherwise be turned out 
into the street,” DHS spokes-
man Isaac McGinn said.

Van Bramer would not ar-
gue against that,  having expe-
rienced homelessness when he 
was a child. If the city had noti-
fied him earlier he would have 
raised the issue of safety.  

The Best Western sits at the 
bottom of the off ramp from the 
Long Island Expressway and 
drivers jockey with drivers on 
the service road.

“It’s a really bad location for 
this shelter full of young chil-
dren,” Van Bramer said. “These 
roadways are often clogged 
and dangerous because of the 
backed up traffic from the LIE. 
We had to install bollards there 
because frustrated drivers go 

the wrong way down one-way 
streets often in reverse. They 
should reconsider using this ho-
tel as a shelter because we know 
those streets are dangerous.”

DHS rented out 42 rooms at 
the Comfort Inn at 123-28 82nd 
Ave. in Kew Gardens just across 
the street from Borough Hall. 
The agency began using 19 of 
the rooms to provide shelter 
for homeless men Saturday, the 
day after notifying City Coun-
cilwoman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Firest Hills) as Yom Kippur 
began.

“I am upset that DHS 
chose to inform my office 
of its placement of homeless 
individuals in a hotel in my 
district a few hours before 
the start of the holiest day 
in the Jewish calendar,” Ko-
slowitz said. “DHS displayed 
a lack of sensitivity in con-
tacting my office at such 
a time. I was therefore un-
available to ask question or 
offer my reservation about 

Elected officials in western Queens are furious with the de Blasio 
administration for sheltering homeless families in a Sunnyside hotel 
with little or no notice. Photo by Bill Parry

DHS does at it again Over 300 new apts. set
for downtown Jamaica

Greater Jamaica Development Corp. is in the process of developing 300 
new apartment units in Jamaica.  Courtesy of BRP Development Corp

Continued on Page 67

Homeless sheltered in Sunnyside, Kew Gardens hotels 
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Joel Miele remembered at bridge-renaming ceremony 

BY MARK HALLUM

Family and city officials 
paid tearful homage to the 
late Joel Miele with the re-
naming of the 163rd Street 
Bridge in Howard Beach, just 
steps from where Miele lived 
with his wife and children.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) intro-
duced the bill in May to have 
the bridge, built in 1962, dedi-
cated to the former DEP com-
missioner and chairman of 
Community Board 10. He was 
joined by state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach), 
Assemblywoman Stacy Ph-
effer Amato (D-Rockaway 
Beach) and CB10 Chairwom-
an Betty Braton.

Miele was 79 when he died 
in May 2013 and served with 
DEP for six years.

 “It’s literally in his back-
yard,” said an emotional Joel 
Miele Jr.  said, referring to the 
bridge which recently got a 
fresh coat of paint. “We think 
it’s really appropriate — we 
grew up on the block.”

Braton not only praised 
Miele for his accomplish-
ments, time in the U.S. Navy 
and New York State Naval Mi-
litia, but she also explained 
her close ties to the man she 
lived across the street from 
for decades.

“Joel was an integral part 
of this community.  Noth-
ing much that has been ac-
complished here in the last 
five decades or so did not in 
one way or another have his 
hand in it,” Braton said. “I 
catch a lot of compliments for 
the way Community Board 
10 is run. Those compliments 
are not mine. They belong to 
Joel. Because what I do fol-
lows the procedures he put in 
place. He left me one hell of 
a big pair of shoes to fill and 
I have always been apprecia-
tive for the guidance he pro-
vided to the board even after 
he left.”

Ulrich said Miele had lived 
a life of community service 
and used government to bet-
ter his community and city.

“He loved this communi-

ty, but his life’s work had an 
impact on the entire city of 
New York and the various ca-
pacities in which he worked,” 
Ulrich said, touching on the 
infrastructure projects Miele 
was a part of. “The way he 
was actually able to have gov-
ernment help people and not 
hurt people – we always think 

of government in a bad way. 
Joel was somebody who actu-
ally tried to cut through the 
red tape and get government 
out of the way of progress... 
Joel was a bridge builder, he 
was somebody who tried to 
bring people together.” 

DEP Acting Commission-
er Vincent Sapienza recog-

nized Miele’s contribution 
to providing the city with 
quality drinking water with-
out negatively effecting com-
munities he was not directly 
responsible for.

“He did so much for DEP 
in those six years,” Sapienza 
said. “We have some of the 
best drinking water here in 
New York City and it comes 
from upstate reservoirs. 
When Joel was commission-
er, there was a lot of debate 
over how we should appro-
priately protect those reser-
voirs  vs. the needs of upstate 
communities who wanted 
to develop and utilize those 
lands because that was their 
economic lifeplan. Joel spent 
countless hours [upstate] 
meeting with the commu-
nities and elected officials 
and brokering a watershed 
protection plan that we work 
with today.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The family of Joel Miele honor his memory by renaming the 163rd Street 
Bridge in Howard Beach after him. Photo by Mark Hallum

Late DEP commissioner, public servant honored in Howard beach by electeds, family
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BY MARK HALLUM

Last week’s  election with-
in the Queens County Repub-
lican Party saw former U.S. 
Rep. Bob Turner unseated as 
chairman by Joann Ariola, a 
district leader from Linden-
wood.

Turner’s loss came as a 
surprise for the incumbent, 
who did not know he was fac-
ing an opponent until the last 
minute and, along with oth-
ers  who looked at her sudden 
rise with suspicion consid-
ering her close association 
with Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park). 

Bob Capano, district di-
rector under Turner and also 
a former professor of Ulrich’s 
at St. Francis College, de-
scribed the election of Ariola 
as an upset orchestrated by 
Ulrich himself to consolidate 
power within the GOP.

“If Eric Ulrich thinks put-
ting his hand-picked puppet 
in as chair helps his 2021 may-
oral ambitions, he is sorely 
mistaken. Queens residents 
know what an honorable pub-
lic servant Bob Turner is, 
and for Eric Ulrich to initiate 
this coup just to centralize 
his own power is disgusting,” 
Capano said  in a statement. 
“Bob Turner was unifying 
the Queens GOP and bring-
ing consensus to the party. 
It is very sad that Eric cares 
more about his own power 
than respecting the public 
service of a true gentleman 
in Bob Turner and the cohe-
sion of the Queens Republi-
can Party.”

Turner told the 
TimesLedger Newspapers in 
an interview he did not know 
in what capacity he would re-
main involved in the Republi-

Republicans vote out 
Turner as county leader

Repairs to Sunnyside Arch
in the works: Van Bramer

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
announced Tuesday he had al-
located $15,000 in funding for 
Sunnyside Shines Business Im-
provement District, which ad-
minister the Sunnyside Arch, 
for a brand new lighting sys-
tem.

“The lights have proven a 
little hard to maintain. Some-
times they work, sometimes 
they don’t,” Van Bramer said. 
“It’s a terrific landmark that 
needs a little love.”

The funding will go to a 
$17,000 upgrade of the lights, 
completely replacing them with 
digital LED lights. The improve-
ment is expected to be completed 
later this year.

“I am proud to support the 
work of Sunnyside Shines and to 
fund this vital renovation of the 

Sunnyside Arch,” Van Bramer 
said. “For decades, this arch 
has served as a gateway to this 
incredible neighborhood and to 
the entire borough of Queens. I 
look forward to the new lighting 
and to keeping this arch a neigh-
borhood icon that we can all be 

proud of it.”
Van Bramer made the an-

nouncement surrounded by 
community leaders and busi-
ness owners a few feet from the 
arch that stands on 46th Street 
and Queens Boulevard across 
from the No. 7 subway station. 
Van Bramer called it a beacon 
which had a renovation in 2011 
that “wasn’t done well” with the 
multi-colored lights failing for 
eight month in 2012 before fail-
ing completely last year.

The arch will be cleaned and 
weatherized as well. “The win-
ters have been pretty tough on 
it,” Van Bramer said.

BID Executive Director Jai-
me-Faye Bean said the digital 
LED light system would include 
a new background for the letters 
that spell out Sunnyside, calling 
the arch “a reflection of pride in 
the community, a reflection of 

BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

In the midst of the $1 
billion Flushing Commons 
project on Union Street in 
Flushing, community mem-
bers are worried about the 
fate of the Macedonia Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal 
Church and the human re-
mains they believe are bur-
ied on the property.

Dr. Richard McEachern, 
the minister, told a Com-
munity Board 7 meeting on 
Nov. 9, 2015 that the church 
would be torn down and 
replaced by a new, but not 
“oversized” church, accord-
ing to the meeting minutes. 
No construction plans have 
been disclosed publicly or 
at quarterly church meet-
ings, however, according to 
church members. McEach-
ern is a member of the com-
munity board.

Jim Driscoll, a member 
of the Queens Historical So-
ciety, said he is concerned 
about the human remains 
mentioned in an archeologi-
cal report, originally creat-
ed in 1988 and confirmed in 

2006 by Historical Perspec-
tives Inc., a firm that con-
ducts cultural and archeo-
logical research.

The extensive report 
determined that “current 

A.M.E. Church property 
must be considered sensi-
tive for possible human re-
mains.” It also recommended 
a 15-foot perimeter around 
three sides of the church to 

prevent disturbance of po-
tential grave sites connected 
to Flushing’s historical Af-
rican-American community. 

The recommended pe-
rimeter behind the church 

was dismissed in 2011 when 
a new archeological report 
uncovered no human re-
mains during testing. The 
2011 report, Macedonia Pla-
za Development in Flushing, 
was prepared for BRP Mace-
donia Plaza Developers LLC 
by the environmental and 
engineering firm Allee King 
Rosen & Fleming.

Founded in 1811, the 
church, located at 37-22 
Union St., is over 200 years 
old and is the third oldest 
church in Flushing. It is a 
part of the Flushing Free-
dom Mile, which recognizes 
landmarks connected to the 
Underground Railroad and 
anti-slavery movement. The 
Macedonia Church has been 
meeting at a “temporary lo-
cation” in Jamaica since De-
cember 2015, according to its 
Facebook page.

 McEachern’s statement 
confirming construction 
appeared to contradict a 
statement made by Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz earlier that year in 
July 17, 2015. At that time 

Macedonia AME Church, the third oldest church in Flushing, stands on property believed to contain human 
remains from African-American church members.  Photo by Annabelle Blair

The Sunnyside Arch is about to be 
renovated with a new digital light-
ing system to help draw shoppers 
and restaurant goers to the neigh-
borhood. Photo by Bill Parry

A house divided in Flushing
Pending construction at Macedonia AME Church on Union Street breeds controversy

Continued on Page 32

Continued on Page 67 Continued on Page 66
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) has 
announced new legislation 
that would require NYPD of-
ficers to get parental consent 
before using minors as “fill-
ers” on police lineups.

Lancman announced the 
legislation at the Jamaica 
Branch NAACP after com-
munity members voiced out-
rage over the summer that 
a minor was used as a filler 
in a police lineup without 
parental approval. The coun-
cilman said using a non-sus-
pect minor in a police lineup, 
without prior parental con-
sent, is a clear breach of the 
NYPD’s internal protocol.

His new bill specifies 
that, before a minor can par-
ticipate as a filler in a lineup, 
a parent or legal guardian 
must sign a consent form 

with a description of the 
lineup, where and when the 
lineup will be held, the name 
of the supervising officer, 
and notification if the teen-
ager’s image will be used in 
any other identification pro-
cedures.

Lancman, chairman of 
the Committee on Courts & 
Legal Services, said parents 
should know and approve of 
any situation in which a mi-
nor is being asked to be in-
volved in a law enforcement 
operation.

“We need to take action to 
ensure that what happened 
in Bellerose  earlier this year 
does not happen again,” he 
said. “My legislation will 
codify existing internal 
NYPD policy into law, and 
ensure that both law enforce-
ment and community mem-
bers understand the protocol 

Bill requires consent 
for minors in lineup

Subway delays pinch city 
for $389M loss: Stringer

BY MARK HALLUM

A new report from city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer’s 
office claims that subway 
delays are not simply a frus-
tration for New Yorkers, but 
carry a heavy burden for the 
economy.

The economic cost for 
such delays is estimated to 
be as high as $389 million 
each year in lost productiv-
ity calculated with an aver-
age hourly  wage of $34 and 
using data from train sched-
ules, passenger volumes 
and weight assessments by 
subway line, with the worst 
offenders being the 4, 5, A, 7 
and F trains.

“Several months ago, we 
did a comprehensive city-
wide survey to understand 
the human impacts of sub-
way delays,” Stringer said. 

“Now, we understand the 
economic costs of the crisis 
underground. What these 
new numbers show is that 
the cost of inaction is greater 
than the cost of action; that 
subway delays take a massive 

toll on our economy. We need 
to fix our subways both to im-
prove quality of life and our 
economy. This isn’t a choice 
– it’s a must.” 

In July, Stringer released 
his report, which showed the 
human impact of delays by 
surveying straphangers. The 
report claimed 74 percent of 
respondents said train delays 
had caused them to be late 
for work, 65 percent were late 
to pick up or drop off a child, 
and 29 percent had been late 
for doctors’ appointments. 

Some 41 percent of those 
surveyed in Queens gave the 
MTA a D or an F grade for 
performance.

“There is no question our 
subways are in crisis after 
decades of under-investment 
and inaction. With the ‘Sum-
mer of Hell’ fading into what 

BY BILL PARRY

Thursday was a very sig-
nificant date on the calendar 
for thousands of Dreamers 
in Queens. It was the dead-
line for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals recipi-
ents to renew their status as 
the Trump administration 
dismantles the DACA pro-
gram, which provides pro-
tections for 800,000 young 
adults who were brought to 
the United States as young 
children.

The administration said 
that everyone eligible need-
ed to renew their application 
by Oct. 5 if they wanted to 
keep their work permits for 
an extra two years. If Con-
gress does not pass its own 
version of DACA by March 
5, the program will die, put-
ting its recipients in danger 
of deportation to countries 
many have no memory of.

“President Trump’s ad-
ministration created a cri-
sis for Dreamers and their 
families with its decision 
to end the DACA program,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-

Jackson Height) said.  
Nonprofits and advoca-

cy groups such as the New 
York Immigration Coalition, 
Make the Road New York 
and Queens Community 

House have rushed to offer 
free legal advice, help filling 
out applications and in some 
cases covering the $495 re-
newal fee.

Carmen Gutierrez, coor-

dinator of Immigration Ser-
vices at Queens Community 
House, has seen a steep in-
crease in the number of calls 
since the Trump adminis-
tration announced the end 

of the DACA program.
“We received so many 

calls in one week, we had to 
get a new phone,” Gutierrez 
said. The young people who 
call are nervous and don’t al-
ways have the correct infor-
mation. We offer free legal 
advice and can walk each 
participant through the pro-
cess. We are also able to pro-
vide the fee if a family can’t 
afford the application.”

Queens Community 
House has offered DACA 
support since the program’s 
inception in 2012. Its Immi-
gration Services program 
provides assistance and le-
gal services for immigrants, 
including citizenship appli-
cations and other residency 
needs. Contact cgutierrez@
qchnyc.org for more infor-
mation.

A Quinnipiac Poll re-
leased Sept. 28 showed that 
by a margin of 5-to-1 Ameri-
can voters believe Dreamers 
should be allowed to stay in 
the United States. The poll 
found 82 percent of Ameri-
can voters, including 69 per-

Many of the same Dreamers who rallied in Jackson Heights last month faced a critical deadline this week. 
Courtesy of David Altschuler

Nerves frayed as DACA deadline passes
Poll shows how unpopular White House position is even among Republicans voters

Continued on Page 66 Continued on Page 66

Continued on Page 66

City Comptroller Scott Stringer 
releases a report detailing the 
economic effects of subway de-
lays. Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY MARK HALLUM

Since winning a Wilson Pakula 
certificate to run on the Republican 
line last week in the race against City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village), Bob Holden has in 
turn lost the support of state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) in the November 
general election.

A Queens County Republican Party 
meeting Sept. 27 not only saw ouster 
of U.S. Rep. Bob Turner as chairman, 
who was replaced by district leader 
Joann Ariola, but also may have solidi-
fied Holden’s ties to the conservative 
side of the aisle with Avella abandon-
ing his endorsement.

“I supported Bob in the Democratic 
primary, but I cannot support a Repub-
lican candidate,” Avella said.

Holden was reluctant to comment 
since he had not yet been informed by 
Avella about losing his backing, but 
said he had always rejected party poli-
tics as he had hoped to represent resi-
dents of his community regardless of 
political affiliation.

Holden, who was backed by the 
Queens Republicans at the meeting, 
did not see his nomination by the GOP 
as a step away from the Democratic 
Party, which he has claimed to be a 
member of for 44 years.

“They offered me their party line 
and I accepted their nomination and 
I thanked them and I thanked Bob 
Turner for his years of service,” Hold-
en said following GOP summit. “They 

know me and it shows they know I’m 
popular in my community. I told them 
I remain a Democrat. There were no 
negotiations and no strings attached. I 
won’t march in lockstep under the Re-
publican banner. I don’t wear political 
labels anyway.  I’m a community guy.”

Holden ran against Crowley as a 
Democrat in September’s primary elec-
tions, and his rival was thick with ac-
cusations pertaining to Holden’s close 
ties to the Republican Party. Crowley 
played on Holden’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the Queens Village 
Republican Club earlier this year and 
raised doubts about his true allegiance 
to Democrats.

But leading up to the election, Hold-
en maintained in an interview with 
TimesLedger staff that he could work 
with anyone from any political party 
because he identified more as a “civic 
guy” than anything.

Crowley referred to Holden’s nomi-
nation as a “bait and switch” tactic, 
which she believed proved he was 
never out to defend the Democratic 
agenda.

Holden was already facing Crowley 
in the general election on the Reform 
Party ticket.

Holden is the president of the Juniper 
Park Civic Association and rose in promi-
nence as an organizer of the Maspeth Hol-
iday Inn homeless shelter protests.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Avella pulls support 
for Holden in election

Civic leader Bob Holden lost an endorsement from state Sen. Tony Avella after winning a 
nommination from the Queens GOP. Photo by Michael Shain 

ELECTIONELECTION
20172017
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FLIP

Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Call for an appointment: 866-964-9206

Same day appointments available

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills

Join us for an Open House 
99-01 Queens Boulevard, Rego Park, NY 11374
Saturday October 14 • 10 am - 1 pm • Stop in anytime

• Free health screenings 

• Free workshops

• Take a tour of our 12,000 square-foot medical facility

Bringing a new level of health care to Queens, the physicians of Mount Sinai Doctors 

Forest Hills are now offering personalized care in your neighborhood for you and your 

family. Developing relationships that last a lifetime.

At Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills we offer care in the following 
specialties under one roof:

• Cardiology 

• Endocrinology  

• General and Vascular Surgery

• Neurology     

• Obstetrics and Gynecology               

• Orthopedics

• Primary Care/Internal Medicine

• Radiology and Lab Services                     

• Urology 
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NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Salutes First Responders at 
First Red, White and Blue Tribute 

Individual first responders awarded for their support of a healthy and safe community
(Elmhurst, New York - September 29, 2017)  NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst recently honored first responders from local NYPD precincts, FDNY companies, and 
EMS stations at the hospital’s First Annual Red, White, and Blue Tribute. First responders were celebrated at the recognition and awards ceremony for their outstanding 
commitment to protecting the community and assisting the hospital in its mission to provide high-quality health care to the residents of Queens. NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst leadership and staff were joined by several local elected officials, including New York State Assembly Members Brian Barnwell and David Weprin, and New York 
State Senator Jose Peralta.

“Our Red, White and Blue Tribute is NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s way of thanking New York’s first responders who work in partnership with us each day to save 
lives,” said Israel Rocha, chief executive officer, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst. “As health care providers, we are continuously inspired by these extraordinary men and 
women and their unwavering dedication to our community. We are excited to have the chance to show our appreciation and honor them for their hard work.”

“I applaud Elmhurst Hospital for honoring first responders, people who protect our communities, keep us safe, and put their lives on the line day after day. These are 
our everyday heroes, and it is vital that we recognize police officers, firefighters and EMS workers so they know their heroic work does not go unnoticed. It was great to take 
part in the first annual Red, White and Blue Tribute, honoring our first responders,” said New York State Senator Jose Peralta.

“We are very lucky to have such heroic people that we refer to as first responders,” said New York State Assemblyman Brian Barnwell. “The number of people that have 
been saved because of these heroes cannot be calculated. We should honor them every day.”    

”I am honored to support the men and women that place others before themselves every day,” said New York State Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman. “The unwavering 
devotion of our first responders helps keep New York City and its residents safe 24/7.”

“When we have the unfortunate circumstance of being in an emergency, the first thing we think about is help and how to get it fast. I want to thank our first responders 
for their tenacity and their ability to act as fast as they do to help the people of the City of New York on a daily basis,” said Assemblyman David Weprin.

“All of the first responders being honored during this Red, White, and Blue Tribute have my deepest thanks for their hard work, tireless dedication and sacrifice in 
service to their fellow city residents,” said Queens Borough President Melinda Katz.  “Congratulations to the honorees and thank you to NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
for organizing this wonderful tribute.”

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, part of the NYC Health + Hospitals health care system, is the major tertiary care provider in the borough of Queens. The 545-bed hospital is a Level 1 Trauma 
Center, an Emergency Heart Care Station, and a 911-Receiving Hospital. It is a premiere health care organization for key specialties, including surgery, cardiology, women’s health, pediatrics, 
rehabilitation medicine, renal services, and mental health services. Last year, the hospital received close to 700,000 ambulatory care visits and over 130,000 emergency room visits

About NYC Health + Hospitals
NYC Health + Hospitals is the largest public health care system in the nation, serving more than a million New Yorkers annually in more than 70 patient care locations across the city’s five 
boroughs. A robust network of outpatient, neighborhood-based primary and specialty care centers anchors care coordination with the system’s trauma centers, nursing homes, post-acute 
care centers, home care agency, and MetroPlus health plan—all supported by 11 essential hospitals. Its diverse workforce of more than 42,000 employees is uniquely focused on empowering 
New Yorkers, without exception, to live the healthiest life possible. For more information, visit www.nychealthandhospitals.org and stay connected on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/NYCHealthandHospitals or Twitter at @NYCHealthSystem.

In addition to recognizing the first responders, staff from NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst provided health and wellness information on such topics as smoking 
cessation, nutrition, heart disease, and hip and knee disorders. Other participating organizations included MetroPlus Health Plan, GrowNYC/Elmhurst Greenmarket, and 
the 82nd Street Partnership.

First responders who received awards:
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High-speed taxiway 
planned at Kennedy

BY BILL PARRY
 
The Port Authority Board 

of Commissioners last week 
approved a $215 million proj-
ect to construct a new high-
speed taxiway at JFK Inter-
national Airport. The new 
taxiway, on a key arrivals 
runway, will help make op-
erations at one of the nation’s 
busiest airports more effi-
cient, reduce delays and save 
travelers time.

The 10,000-foot-long Run-
way 13L-31R, which runs east 
to west on the airport’s north 
side and handles 50 percent of 
JFK ‘s arriving flights, will 
be overhauled as part of the 
Port Authority’s investment. 
The new taxiway will be cre-
ated to allow planes to exit the 
runway faster after touching 
down, speeding the time to 
gates and freeing the runway 
sooner for the next plane.

“Today’s investment in 
John F. Kennedy Internation-
al Airport keeps our infra-
structure in a state-of-good 
repair while enhancing oper-
ations and reducing delays,” 
Port Authority Chairman 
Kevin O’Toole said. “This 
work in another example of 
the Port Authority fulfilling 
its core transportation mis-
sion by enhancing infrastruc-
ture to meet the region’s 21st 
century needs.”

The new high-speed taxi-
way is projected to reduce 
runway occupancy time by 
nearly six seconds on aver-
age, which doesn’t seem like 
much. But when you multiply 
that for each of the 90,000 ar-
rivals a year the cumulative 
time it will save is nearly 
1,000 hours of taxiing times.

“The Port Authority is 
committed to reducing flight 
delays where possible with 
on-the-ground infrastruc-
ture improvements, such as 
installation of high-speed 
taxiways where possible,” 
Port Authority Vice Chair-
man Jeffrey Lynford said. 
“By modernizing JFK’s air-
field with enhanced safety 
and technology features, we 
will significantly benefit our 
customers, airlines and other 
aviation partners.”

The project, which will 
keep the runway in compli-
ance with Federal Aviation 
Administration standards, 
also will boost the regional 
economy, officials said. Over 
the life of the project, the 

work is expected to gener-
ate 1,880 jobs, and additional 
$140.6 million in wages and 
nearly $385 million in eco-
nomic activity.

Meanwhile, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo announced the Port 
Authority selected a Mott 
MacDonald-led consulting 
team to begin work on the 
$10 billion redevelopment of 
the airport. The selection is 
the next major step in Cuo-
mo’s plan to transform JFK 
-- which welcomes more in-
ternational passengers to the 
United States than any other 
airport in the country -- into a 
unified, world-class operation 
to accommodate forecasted 
passenger growth, while help-
ing to further boost New York 
City’s regional economy.

JFK served a record 60 
million passengers overall in 
2016. That number is expected 
to grow dramatically over the 
coming years to 75 million in 
2030 and 100 million in 2050

“We’re making these plans 
a reality,” Cuomo said. “The 
new JFK will be a crown jew-
el of the New York City trans-
portation network, an airport 
of the calibre New Yorkers 
deserve, and a center of eco-
nomic vitality and activity.”

The redevelopment plan 
includes an interconnected 
terminal system, a vastly 
overhauled roadway access 
network to reduce time-
consuming bottlenecks and 
enhancements to the JFK 
AirTrain together with the 
expansion of rail mass tran-
sit with the focus on devel-
oping a one-seat ride to and 
from the airport to midtown 
Manhattan.

“Since the dawn of the jet 
age, John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport has been a 
global leader in aviation,” 
Port Authority Executive 
Director Rick Cotton said. 
“The planned redevelop-
ment of this important 
worldwide gateway to New 
York is vital to transform-
ing JFK into the top rank 
of airports globally. Cus-
tomers are accustomed to 
travelling through state-of-
the-art airport facilities the 
world over, and deserve no 
less from this nation’s lead-
ing international airport.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of spectators 
along the banks of New-
town Creek watched the re-
mains of the old Kosciuszko 
Bridge come down in a con-
trolled explosion Sunday. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo joined 
city and state officials on 
the Brooklyn side to watch 
the implosion just after 8 
a.m. using a process called 
energetic felling, part of 
the $873 million project to 
replace the 78-year-old di-
lapidated crossing with two 
new state-of-the-art, cable-
stayed bridges.

“After years of stagna-
tion and stunted ambition, 
we are building across the 
state bigger and better than 
before, and the energetic 
felling of the old bridge to 
make way for the new, on 
budget and ahead of sched-
ule bridge, showcases our 
renewed commitment to 
building new, inspiring in-
frastructure for the future,” 
Cuomo said. “The new cable-
stayed bridge is a monument 
that brings people together, 
straddling two boroughs 
that have welcomed genera-
tions of immigrants from 

all over the globe.”
The main span was dis-

mantled and lowered to a 
barge on Newtown Creek 
July 24 and the controlled 
explosion took out the re-
maining steel tresses on the 
Queens and Brooklyn sides. 
Demolition experts used 
shaped charges to drop the 
11,000 tons of steel trusses 
to a prepared landing below 
and the process met all New 
York Codes and while huge 
clouds of dust were inevita-
ble, there were no air qual-
ity concerns according to 
the governor’s office.

“I am delighted to join 
Gov. Cuomo as we say good-
bye to the last remnants of 
the old Kosciuszko Bridge, a 
span that had outlasted its 
time,” U.S Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) said. “We 
do not lament the passing of 
the old bridge.”

Cuomo opened the first 
span of the new Kosciuszko 
Bridge in April, celebrating 
the completion of the $555 
million first phase of the 
project, the largest single 
contract the state Depart-
ment of Transportation has 
ever undertaken.

The second span is ex-

pected to be completed in 
2019, giving 200,000 vehicles 
a day a total of nine lanes.

“Today’s energetic fell-
ing will pave the way for 
the second span of the new 
Kosciuszko Bridge to be 
built where the old bridge 
once stood,” Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz said. “It is a major step 
toward a fully complete Ko-
sciuszko Bridge that not 
only connects two boroughs 
of the greatest city in the 
world, but also symbolizes 
a tangible reminder of New 
York as a nationwide leader 
in innovation.”

The original bridge was 
designed for 10,000 cars a 
day when it opened in 1932 
but was carrying more 
than 180,000 a day in recent 
years.

“The Kosciuszko Bridge 
had to be replaced,” Cuomo 
said. “I think there’s been 
traffic on that bridge, and a 
bottleneck, since the day it 
was built.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Kosciuszko comes down
Bridge approaches demolished in controlled explosion

The Kosciusko Bridge is brought down, after nearly 80 years, by hundreds of small explosive charge to 
make way for a new span across Newtown Creek, separating Brooklyn and Queens. Photo by Michael Shain
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
11AM TO 5PM

LIVE MUSIC     FACE PAINTING     
CRAFTS & DEMOS     KIDS STAGE     

PETTING ZOO     BOUNCE HOUSES
BEER & WINE GARDEN     TOURS     

   

  

Admission: $12 Adults; $10 Children; FREE for Members
Pumpkin Patch and select activities require additional fees. 

Food and beverage not included. 
Free hours are suspended. $10 event parking rate in effect. 

Free parking and admission passes not valid on event days, except for QBG Members.
Visit queensbotanical.org/harvestfest for complete information.

QBG thanks 
Harvest Fest lead sponsor:

Generous support 
provided by:

POLICE 

Blotter

MIDDLE VILLAGE — The two wig-
wearing armed men who robbed three 
gas stations in a single morning last 
week in Middle Village, Maspeth and 
East Elmhurst have apparently ex-
panded their crime spree to southern 
Queens, according to the NYPD.

The duo entered a Dunkin Donuts, 
located inside a Speedway Gas Station 
at 134-14 Cross Bay Blvd., just before 6 
a.m. Sept. 24 and drew a gun as he de-
manded  money, police said.

One of the suspects slugged a 52-year-
old worker in the face before they made 
off with $50, according to the NYPD. 
The two struck twice Sunday morning 

hitting a 7-11, located at 224-1 Merrick 
Boulevard in Laurelton, just after 3 
a.m., displaying the gun before getting 
away with nearly $600, police said.

Just over an hour later the two sus-
pects entered a Sunoco Gas Station, 
located at 243-02 South Conduit Ave. in 
Rosedale. They showed the gun again 
and made off with $1,340.

The NYPD released surveillance 
video of the two black suspects enter-
ing the Ozone Park Dunkin Donuts, 
one was wearing a long sleeve white 
shirt with camouflage pants and the 
other wore a dark sweater, blue jeans 
and a black baseball cap. 

Police are searching for two men who have expanded their crime spree to southern Queens 
this past week. NYPD

Armed robbers strike several businesses

KOSCIUSZKO BRIDGE — An off-
duty paramedic was struck and killed 
by a hit-and-run driver Saturday night 
as he rode his motorcycle across the 
new Kosciuszko Bridge. 

Investigators from the NYPD’s 
Highway Collision Squad said Kevin 
Liang, 27, of Brooklyn, was traveling 
eastbound in the left lane at mid-
span when he was struck by a vehicle 

attempting to make a lane change.
Liang lost control of his bike and 

fell to the pavement, coming to rest in 
the right lane, police said. The vehicle, 
possibly a dark colored sedan, did not 
remain at the scene, police said. 

EMS responded to the scene 
and rushed the victim to Woodhull 
Hospital where he was pronounced 
dead.

Off-duty paramedic killed in hit-and-run

JAMAICA — Six people at the Hair-
cutters II barbershop, located at 92-06 
170 St. in Jamaica, were robbed and 
held at gunpoint Saturday night, ac-
cording to police.

The suspects are two black men 
who were last seen wearing blue jeans, 
according to authorities.

The victims relinquished an unde-
termined amount of cash, cell phones, 
jewelry and other miscellaneous items, 

but were not injured during the rob-
bery, according to authorities. 

The robbers f led on foot south-
bound on 170th Street, said police. 
The first suspect also wore a gray 
hooded sweatshirt, a hat, white 
sneakers and carried a backpack, 
police said.

The second suspect had on a black 
hooded sweatshirt and black sneak-
ers, according to police. 

Six robbed at Jamaica barbershop: NYPD
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Hey Queens:
Get ready for your  
brown bin! 

nyc.gov/organics | call 311 
 NYCsanitation  NYCzerowaste

NYC Sanitation is turning food scraps,  
food-soiled paper and plant trimmings  
into clean energy and compost to build  
healthy soil.

Plus, putting organics into a brown 
bin—instead of a garbage bag—helps 
keep rodents and pests away.

Live in a building with at least 10 apartments?  
Let us know you want to join the program at  
on.nyc.gov/request-organics.

Learn more at nyc.gov/organics.

Organics collection is coming  
to your neighborhood.
Arverne | Bayswater | Belle Harbor | Breezy Point |  
Broad Channel | Edgemere | Far Rockaway | Hammel |  
Kew Gardens | Long Island City | Neponsit | Ozone Park |  
Richmond Hill | Rockaway | Rockaway Park | Roxbury | 
Seaside | Sunnyside | Woodhaven | Woodside
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We could have done better. Queens prides itself on 
being the world’s borough and seeing the names of our 
born-and-bred on lists of people making a difference in 
fields across the globe.

But in the case of Donald Trump, we have failed. 
The president, who was raised in Jamaica Estates, 
turned his back on his Queens roots when he berated 
the mayor of San Juan and downplayed the severity of 
the Category 4 hurricane that recently decimated the 
island of Puerto Rico.

Trump’s response to the hurricanes that rocked 
Houston and Florida was measured. But Maria’s wrath 
in Puerto Rico touched off a furious reaction from 
Trump, who hurled 18 twitter bombs at San Juan Mayor 
Carmen Yulin Cruz after she criticized his administra-
tion’s slow handling of the relief effort. He defended the 
federal mission from his private New Jersey golf club 
as Cruz was living in a homeless shelter with 60 other 
refugees and working long days on disaster coordina-
tion efforts.

The president accused Cruz of bad-mouthing him 
at the urging of the Democrats. If there was a political 
edge to Trump’s attacks, it just might be that Cruz was 
a big Hillary supporter or that New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo flew down to San Juan with the first two plane-
loads of relief supplies after being asked for help by 
Puerto Rico’s governor. 

New York state is home to the largest number of 
Puerto Ricans living outside the island, but Cuomo is 
also a possible challenger to Trump come 2020.

Trump’s cavalier attitude became more pronounced 
during his fact-finding visit to San Juan. Perhaps he 
forgot the islanders were U.S. citizens, and somehow 
not waiting for foreign aid, when he said: “I hate to tell 
you, Puerto Rico, but you’ve thrown our budget a little 
out of whack.” He made several references to how ex-
pensive it was to help the commonwealth, which voted 
for Clinton,  but no such mention of Texas or Florida, 
which went for him in the election.

As Trump urged Puerto Rican officials and his en-
tourage to praise the U.S. aid effort, he delivered the 
coup de gras by saying the 16 deaths from Hurricane 
Maria paled in comparison to “a real catastrophe like 
Katrina,” which killed thousands. 

While Trump was beating his chest on the A-plus 
American response, he ignored the humanitarian cri-
sis.  Americans help other Americans — that is what 
the U.S. government does in catastrophes — but he 
blamed Puerto Ricans for not doing more to help them-
selves.

We were left wondering if there is any role for com-
passion in this administration beyond the president 
tossing paper towels at hurricane survivors in a chapel 
near the San Juan airport.

The GOP senators who failed 
in their attempt to repeal and 
replace Obamacare should be 
ashamed. Due to the fact that 
they were unable to enact the 
Graham/Cassidy bill, millions of 
Americans will now be forced to 
... LIVE!!! 

But people should stop criti-
cizing President Trump. Thanks 
to him, we’ve learned that Puerto 

Rico is an island, and islands are 
surrounded by water, big water, 
ocean water. We’ve also learned 
from the president that Puerto 
Ricans are lazy and they would 
rather drink from puddles than 
help themselves. 

That’s why, while attending a 
golf tournament in N.J., Trump 
dedicated the “President’s Cup” 
trophy to the lazy people of Puer-

to Rico. I wonder if he’ll fill it with 
clean drinking water? Warren G. 
Harding is widely considered by 
modern-day historians to be the 
worst president ever. Everyone 
should take note: Modern-day 
historians are aware of who the 
president is right now!

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone

We’re learning so much from Trump, GOP

DOMINICAN DAY IN QUEENS

A family settles in for the Queens Dominican Parade on 37th Avenue in Jackson Heights. 
See more photos on Page 49. Photo by Michael Shain
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READERS WRITE

Protecting tenants is our top priority
The districts that we rep-

resent have the largest con-
centration of rent-regulated 
apartments in New York City. 
Between our two districts, we 
have more than 123,500 units of 
vital affordable housing stock. 
In theory, the families living 
in these apartments should be 
afforded more protection from 
rising rents and less fear of be-
ing displaced. Unfortunately, 
this is not the case.

Rent Regulation was estab-
lished to protect tenants and 
maintain stable communities 
by guaranteeing the right to a 
renewal lease and to prevent 
“unjust, unreasonable and op-
pressive rents.” However, over 
the years bad actors have found 
ways to exploit and manipulate 
our laws, which were enacted to 
protect tenants, to enrich them-
selves in ways that dispropor-
tionately affect communities of 
color and threatens the social 
fabric of our communities.  

One provision, known as 
the “vacancy bonus,” has been 
exploited to push tenants out of 
their homes. This bonus pro-
vides landlords with the ability 

to increase rent up to 20 percent 
each time a vacancy of that unit 
occurs. It was originally estab-
lished to encourage property 
owners to not deregulate their 
units, by keeping tenants in 
their units for a longer period 
of time. When a tenant chose to 
move out, it allowed the land-
lord to increase rent for the 
next tenant more in line with 
inflation. However, since the 
vacancy bonus creates a finan-
cial incentive to drive tenant 
turnover, many bad actors will 
push tenants out by refusing 
basic services or repairs and by 
harassing tenants. 

These bad actors are able to 
do this because the law does not 
remove the incentive if the va-
cancy was caused by nefarious 
means. This must be addressed. 

Another exploited protec-
tion is known as preferential 
rent, where rent is charged to 
a rent-stabilized tenant that 
is lower than the “legal” rent 
registered for the apartment. 
On its face, preferential rent 
can sound like a good deal. 
The problem is many tenants 
are purposely not made aware 

they are paying a preferential 
rent only to find out later that 
their rent can increase almost 
by double when its time for re-
newal.  Far too often, constitu-
ents feel as if they have been 
scammed because bad actors 
have used preferential rent as a 
tool to jack up rents and cause 
voluntary eviction.

Our districts have some of 
the highest rates of preferen-
tial rent in the city. Roughly 26 
percent of rent-stabilized apart-
ments in Inwood and Washing-
ton Heights have preferential 
rent. In Jackson Heights, Wood-
side and Corona, the number is 
even higher at 37 percent.  

Take the case of Diego M., 
a tenant in Woodside Queens 
who lives in a rent-stabilized 

apartment, but was shocked to 
see his rent increase $600 in his 
renewal lease. He was a victim 
of a preferential rent without 
even knowing. His preferen-
tial rent was $1,300 but his 
legal rent was $1,900. He now 
faces the impossible decision 
of leaving his apartment with 
his three daughters and wife 
or trying to get a second job to 
be able to stay in his home. If 
Diego and his family leave, the 
landlord will be able to charge 
the 20 percent eviction bonus 
and get closer to deregulating 
Diego’s apartment.

Other bad landlords illegal-
ly claim they are offering pref-
erential rent, but are actually 
charging the regulated rent. 
Then, upon lease renewal, they 

raise the rent past the regulated 
price and in effect deregulate 
the apartment. This preferen-
tial rent “loophole scam” has 
led to hundreds of deregulated 
apartments.  

My colleagues and I must 
stand up for our neighbors who 
are being forced out of their 
homes, and subsequently from 
their communities, because of 
these rent frauds. This is why 
we will not  allow bad actors to 
receive the vacancy bonus if that 
vacancy is the result of harass-
ment or neglect. We will work 
to enact tenant protections for 
those who are receiving prefer-
ential rent in cases where there 
is deception through a prefer-
ential rent scam, while pushing 
S.3712, which closes the preferen-
tial rent loophole. By doing this, 
we will eliminate the incentive 
for bad actors to push out tenants 
from their apartments. It is time 
to fight for our neighbors’ right 
to remain in their homes.   

State Sen. José Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst

State Sen. Marisol Alcántara 
(D-New York)

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Fight to curtail domestic violence soldiers on
Every October, our nation 

comes together to recognize 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. It is a time to reflect 
on the progress that has been 
made, and acknowledge dif-
ficult truths in order to move 
forward — particularly here 
in New York City.

First, the good news: In 
contrast with decades past, 
domestic violence is no longer 
viewed as a “private family 
matter.” There is recognition 
in New York City that domes-
tic violence has devastating 
and lasting effects on families 
and children. As a result, ad-
vocacy organizations, service 
providers, and government 
agencies have worked to devel-
op innovative policies and pro-
grams to help those in need.

Last month, the City Coun-
cil’s Committee on Courts & 

Legal Services, which I chair, 
held a hearing to examine the 
operations of the city’s differ-
ent Domestic Violence Courts. 
These courts have systemati-
cally changed how our city’s le-
gal system handles such cases 
in order to better connect vic-
tims to services, hold perpetra-
tors accountable, and address 
the many custody, support, and 
matrimonial issues that can 
arise in a domestic violence 
case.

At the hearing we heard 
testimony from legal services 
providers, victims advocates, 
and a judge who presides over 
one of our city’s Integrated 
Domestic Violence Courts, 
and we found that though 
these specialized courts have 
tremendous potential to help 
New Yorkers, we must do more 
to ensure appropriate services 

are readily available and have 
the necessary capacity.

Domestic violence destroys 
lives. Victims often face physi-
cal injury or emotional trauma, 
lose jobs or miss hours, and, in-
creasingly, end up in homeless 
shelters with their children. In 
fact, domestic violence recently 
surpassed eviction as the lead-
ing cause of homelessness in 
New York City.

Today, our city is at a 
crossroads when it comes to 
domestic violence. While the 
city’s crime rate has gener-
ally declined, the number of 
domestic violence offenses 
has increased — both in total 
number and as a percentage of 
overall crime in the city. 

The numbers paint a trou-

bling picture. Last year, the 
NYPD responded to more than 
91,000 domestic violence calls 
involving intimate partners, 
marking an increase of more 
than 22.6 percent over the pre-
vious year. In 2016 alone, there 
were 63 family-related homi-
cides, including 38 of intimate 
partners. 

Simply put, domestic vio-
lence remains a frightening re-
ality for too many New Yorkers.

There is no single solu-
tion to combating domestic 
violence, but there is one area 
where each of us can make 
a difference: your voice and 
your advocacy. 

We are reminded during 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month that the power to speak 

up is critical to ending abuse. 
We must let victims know they 
are not alone, and that help 
is available. We must support 
advocates and local organiza-
tions on the front lines assist-
ing our fellow New Yorkers. 
We must declare loudly, with 
one voice, that it is never OK 
to physically or emotionally 
abuse another person. We can-
not tolerate this despicable 
behavior in New York City, or 
anywhere else.

By working together, we 
can help save lives, reduce 
violence and abuse, and end 
the silence and stigma around 
domestic violence.

Rory I. Lancman
City Councilman (D-Hillcrest)

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

My colleagues and I must stand 
up for our neighbors who are 

being forced out of their homes 
because of these rent frauds.
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Four months after Lenora 
Chu and her family arrived in 
Shanghai from the United States 
in 2010, Shanghai high-school-
ers scored tops in the world 
in math, reading and science. 
America landed somewhere in 
the middle of the pack of about 
70 countries.

As a mom, a reporter, and 
the American-born child of Chi-
nese immigrants making a gi-
ant reverse commute, it seemed 
she had come to the real land of 
opportunity.

Chu, a Columbia Journalism 
School grad, saw a grand school-
ing story unfolding. She spent 
the next seven years examin-
ing not just her young son’s ed-
ucation, but the whole Chinese 
educational system, comparing 
it with her own American up-
bringing and what’s happening 

in our schools today. Far from 
declaring China the winner — 
or America — she’s come down 
in favor of mix-’n-matching, as 
she explains in her new book, 
“Little Soldiers: An American 
Boy, a Chinese School and the 
Global Race to Achieve.”

“A lot of upsides can obvi-
ously be downsides,” she said on 
a recent trip to New York. “This 
book is the story of an American 
family that landed in China in a 
very extreme environment that 
prompted me to refl ect.” 

How extreme? Well, that’s 
the stuff that gets a lot of nega-
tive publicity. In China, educa-
tion is not a touchy-feely thing. 

“It’s a sorting mechanism — 
you advance to the next level of 
schooling based on a test score,” 
said Chu. 

And so, from the get-go, the 
teachers are very strict. One 
day, her preschooler came home 
from school with a shiny red 
star stuck to his forehead.

“What do you get a red star 
for?” she asks in the book. “Do 
you get it if you run fast?”

Her son, Rainey, laughed as 
if that was the most ridiculous 
thing ever. He got it, of course, 

for sitting still.
Chu was outraged. Her son 

was just 3. 
“Why do you sit? Do they 

make you sit at school? Do you 
have to sit?” Her husband, Na-
tional Public Radio’s China cor-
respondent Rob Schmitz, said 
it sounded as if she was asking, 
“Are your human rights being 
violated?”

But learning to sit still 
doesn’t violate any U.N. con-
ventions. And neither did what 
happened next. Rainey told his 
mom that four times that day he 
had found egg in his mouth — 
the food he detested most. How 
did it get there, Chu asked? The 
teacher put it in, because eggs 
are an important food. Three 
times he cried and spit it out. 
The fourth time, he swallowed.

And today? I asked Chu.
“He likes eggs.”
He’s also bilingual and has 

learned some of the lessons 
American kids — or, let’s put it 
bluntly, my own kids — did not 
get in public school, like know-
ing the multiplication tables by 
heart. 

“I hate the word ‘rote,’ ” said 
Chu as we spoke in a Midtown 

hotel. “It’s just memorization of 
basic knowledge and repeated 
practice. A lot of research sup-
ports that as foundational to 
learning.” 

It’s possible that in bending 
over backward to make math 
and other subjects relatable, 
or “discovery-based,” we for-
got that discoveries depend on 
leaping forward from a base of 
knowledge. That base can be 
memorized for easy access.

Chu contrasts the Shang-
hai education her son was get-
ting with an alternative school 
in California where there are 
no grades, punishments or re-
wards. That kind of school, 
she said, would never exist in 
China. Of course, it barely ex-
ists in America, either. 

“But the narrative is that 
these kids will become the 
bosses of the kids in China,” she 
said.

And they may. While there’s 
a lot to be said for memorization, 
there’s also a lot to be said for 
cultivating curiosity and a love 
of learning, instead of literally 
force-feeding it. 

In China, Chu said, “If 
you ask most Chinese par-

ents, ‘How’s little Ming doing?’ 
They’ll say, ‘He’s eighth in math, 
ninth in Chinese, and 28th in 
physics. Out of 489 students, he’s 
No. 87 in his grade.’ So it’s a cul-
ture that measures value based 
on numbers.”

It is that way for a reason: 
The top-scoring students go on 
to the top schools and get the top 
jobs. It’s straightforward. And 
that, Chu added, is why so many 
Chinese students are coming to 
study in America. They want a 
different, less-regimented kind 
of education.

Chu sees a value to the strict 
education her son is getting 
there, but perhaps because it 
is balanced with summers in 
America. When she dropped 
him off at a camp here in the 
States, she overheard him ask-
ing the other kids about their 
test scores. 

“The reaction was pretty 
muted.” He quickly switched 
over to talk about baseball. 

There’s a kid who is getting a 
real education. 

Lenore Skenazy is founder of 
the book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and author of “Has the 
World Gone Skenazy?”

China syndrome: Who’s getting a better education?
COLUMNS

A surprise meeting between 
senior congressional leaders 
and the president raised hopes 
that there could be a biparti-
san compromise on immigra-
tion.  At stake was the status of 
“Dreamers” – undocumented 
persons brought into the coun-
try as children who had previ-
ously been protected by the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals. 

Though hardliners in Con-
gress and the executive branch 
were unconcerned with the 
possible deportation of these 
young people, most moderates 
were at least mildly uncomfort-
able with the idea.

However, that meeting, 
where Donald  Trump showed 
surprising congeniality with 
the Democratic leadership, 

brought about little progress. 
It appears that the president 
sought to embarrass Repub-
lican leaders with a public 
slight, while Congress moved 
on to healthcare and tax “re-
form.” Moderate Republicans 
have pushed back against 
party proposals, perhaps feel-
ing insecure about the fast-
approaching 2018 mid-term 
elections in their moderate, 
competitive states.

Nine months into the new 
administration, it appears the 
ambiguity is intentional. Presi-
dent Trump knows that the 
broad deportation of all undoc-
umented persons is logistically 
impossible, costly and unpopu-
lar. His hardline campaign 
rhetoric makes the prospect of 
any serious compromise with 
the Democrats improbable, as 
such would be a grievous be-
trayal to the President’s ardent 
supporters.    

The ambiguity gives Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment the broad authority to en-
force immigration law however 
they see fit – with stunning re-

sults. According to the agency’s 
press release, its recent “Safe 
Cities” raid targeted municipal-
ities that have declared them-
selves “sanctuary cities.” The 
raid, which reads as politically-
motivated retaliation against 
cities such as New York, result-
ed in 45 arrests here, between 
Sept. 23 and Sept. 27. ICE claims 
that of the 498 people detained 
in this raid nationwide 317 had 
criminal offenses. However, of 
those, 86 were DUIs, 10 were 
traffic offenses and eight were 
drug possession. Juxtaposed 
against very serious crimes, 
to claim that the majority were 
criminals is facetious, setting 
aside the remaining, otherwise 
law-abiding detainees.

As in most sanctuary cit-
ies, the NYPD cooperates with 
immigration authorities for in-
dividuals convicted of serious 
crimes. By declining to give 
ICE access to jails to detain im-
migration offenders with mis-
demeanors, these cities are us-
ing discretion, something that 
federal overreach threatens. 
The ICE press release goes out 

of its way to call out 10 arrests 
in 10 cities, of widely disparate 
offenders, with the intention of 
blaming local authorities for 
allowing them to go “free” be-
fore ICE could “take custody.”  
The administration has yet to 
address why it deems an abso-
lutist approach to enforcement, 
lacking coordination with local 
authorities, necessary. For an 
administration that often ap-
pears on the side of local law 
enforcement, it is a mystery 
why ICE chooses to undermine 
the NYPD.

Perhaps most alarming 
is the continuing presence of 
uniformed immigration agents 
outside criminal courts. De-
nied access, ICE has shifted tac-
tics to surveilling courthouses 
and waiting for individuals 
with immigration offenses to 
emerge, a practice that Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Vivier-
to (D-Manhattan) has called 
“moral depravity.” The agents, 
who have operated in Queens, 
target offenders, victims and, 
in at least one case in Brook-
lyn, a mere witness in a homi-

cide investigation. According 
to reports, this also included 
a female victim appearing in 
a special human trafficking 
court in Queens. 

Outraged, members of New 
York’s congressional delega-
tion — including Grace Meng, 
Joe Crowley and Hakeem Jef-
feries — wrote to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
demanding the agency adopt 
a policy against operating out-
side courthouses.  

This practice, along with 
undermining local authorities 
and politicizing raids, are en-
demic of the culture of ambigu-
ity. The broad authority afford-
ed by this administration has 
led to a morally reprehensible 
situation. The raids intimidate 
criminals, as well as the law-
abiding, and intentionally cre-
ate a pervasive atmosphere of 
fear.  

Simply put: Victims and wit-
nesses will not come forward as 
long as this practice continues, 
and all of us are made less safe 
without clear direction from 
the agency. 

Ongoing ICE raids leaving immigrants in shadows

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

New Voices
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Property Tax Reform for 
Class 2 properties (co-ops and 
condos) is desperately needed 
in New York City. 

With 2017 coming to an end, 
another year passes without 
meaningful Property Tax re-
form for middle-class families 
that live in co-ops and condo-
miniums.  Property taxes are 
the largest generator of rev-
enue in New York City, but it is 
NYS that legislatively controls 
the rules that govern our prop-
erty tax system. 

Without the full support of 
the mayor and NYC Council, 
the NYS Legislature will not 
change the system. Although 
co-ops and condos are residen-
tial homes, they are taxed very 
differently and significantly 
more than one- to three-family 
homes. In fact, many smaller 
co-op apartments pay higher 
property taxes than the may-
or’s multi-million-dollar home 
in Brooklyn. 

 The mayor, city comptrol-
ler, Department of Finance 
commissioner, State Assem-
bly speaker and most other 
elected officials acknowledge 

that the property tax system 
is broken, unfair and inequi-
table. We know this because 
many of the leading advocates 
of NYC co-ops, such as myself 
and co-op Presidents Warren 
Schreiber of Bay Terrace and 
Michael Kurtz of Clearview 
Gardens, have met with all of 
them. They refuse to fix the 
problem or grant temporary 
relief through annual prop-
erty tax caps as is done with 
private homeownership.

Single-family homes have 
an annual property tax assess-
ment cap of 6 percent per year, 
or 20 percent over 5 years. Co-
ops have no such caps. Under 
state law, actual property tax 
increases are limited to 2 per-
cent per year in every juris-
diction except New York City. 
That is because Mayor Bill de 
Blasio lobbied hard to have 
NYC exempt from the 2 per-
cent annual cap law.

Queens co-ops like Park-
wood Estates saw an uncon-
scionable 57 percent property 
tax increase last year, while 
many others like Glen Oaks 
Village saw 7.5 percent or 
more increase. Who can for-
get the double- and triple-digit 
valuation increases imposed 
on many co-ops in northeast 
Queens a few years ago. Co-
op property taxes used to be 
approximately 25 percent of a 
co-op’s overall budget. Today, 
those very same taxes often 

represent 40 percent to 50 per-
cent, or even more, of a co-op 
budget.

Property Taxes on Class 
2 properties have absolutely 
no relationship to the actual 
fair market values of the indi-
vidual apartments in the co-
op. In fact, crazy as it sounds, 
assessed valuations are based 
on the value of an entire co-
op development as if it was a 
rental property that an inves-
tor wanted to purchase. These 
calculations are riddled with 
so many assumptions, often 
incorrect, that they produce 
erroneous and inaccurate cal-
culations.

Here are the five 5 steps of 
how NYC calculates property 
taxes on a typical co-op apart-
ment:

 
1. The Department of Fi-

nance views a co-op develop-

ment as a fictional rental prop-
erty, that an imaginary buyer 
wants to purchase.  In order 
to figure out the market value 
or sales price, the DOF needs 
to create fictional financial 
statements.

2. It does this by making up 
annual rental revenue paid by 
non-existent rental tenants as 
if the co-op development was a 
rental property. The DOF then 
makes up annual building 
expenses that would be gen-
erated by the fictional rental 
property. The DOF then nets 
these two numbers and calcu-
lates the fictitious profit of the 
imaginary rental property.

3. From the fictitious profit, 
the DOF can calculate what an 
imaginary buyer would pay 
for the imaginary residential 
rental community that gener-
ates such a profit.  This sales 
price becomes the “market 

value.”
4. The market value is mul-

tiplied by 45 percent to get to 
the assessed valuation.

5. The assessed valuation 
is multiplied by the Property 
Tax Rate (which is set annu-
ally by the NYC Council) to get 
to the actual property tax of 
the co-op development which 
is then divided by the num-
ber of apartments so that each 
owner pays their portion.

 
As absurd as it sounds, 

that’s how it’s done. It should 
never be surprising that a 
hypothetical - based on a fic-
tion - doesn’t reflect reality.  
This byzantine system has 
produced property taxes that 
have dramatically risen well 
in excess of inflation. These 
costs are driving out middle-
class families and making our 
co-ops, which are often the last 
bastion of affordable housing, 
unaffordable. 

The problems are so sys-
temic and the system is so com-
plicated that few understand 
it, which is why it has become 
virtually impossible to fix, leg-
islatively. The type of home we 
choose to live in,  should never 
affect the fairness of how our 
property taxes are calculated.

Bob Friedrich is President 
of Glen Oaks Village, a Civic 

Leader and former City 
Council Candidate.

May be time to revamp property tax system
COLUMNS

The time has come to ex-
amine the power of our fed-
eral government, particular-
ly the Supreme Court of the 
United States.

First of all, the nine Jus-
tices are appointed for “good 
behavior,” which means 
they’re on the bench for life. 
Is it in the best interest of our 
democratic system of govern-
ment that these nine lawyers 
have the power to rule on ev-

ery law that is passed by Con-
gress and signed by the presi-
dent? Every law that is passed 
can be challenged in court. 

The Supreme Court is 
presented as one of the three 
co-equal branches of govern-
ment. However, the power of 
the federal courts has changed 
tremendously over the years.

When our Constitution 
was first written, the federal 
courts were considered the 
least powerful of all three 
branches of government. 
Constant litigation had the 
effect of giving the Supreme 
Court more power over the 
other two branches of govern-
ment. It can be expected that 
Supreme Court Justices ap-
pointed around the age of 50 

or more years can serve 30 or 
more years before retiring.

During that period of 
time, they are not subject to 
recall by the people. That is 
to say, they are not subject to 
being appointed or elected. 
A government group such as 
the Supreme Court can only 
increase their authority. 

In Great Britain, no court 
can overturn a law passed 
by Parliament. The House of 
Commons decides which laws 
are passed and remain in ef-
fect.

In Israel, like Great Brit-
ain, there is no Constitution. 
That is to say, their Parlia-
ment decides which laws go 
into effect and how they are 
implemented.

The Supreme Court has 
an advantage over the other 
two branches of govern-
ment, since both of the other 
branches were elected by the 
people, and must continually 
face the people in elections. 
The executive branch of gov-
ernment is subject to term 
limits, something that the Su-
preme Court does not face.

With only nine members 
on the court, they can, over a 
period of time, become more 
powerful than they ever were. 
It becomes increasingly diffi-
cult for the other two branch-
es of government to success-
fully challenge the authority 
of the federal judiciary. 

The Supreme Court has 
for the last 60 years involved 

itself in social issues. They 
have for the most part avoid-
ed economic and foreign 
policy issues. It can be said 
that the Supreme Court can 
be considered as a board of 
directors of our federal gov-
ernment.

In summary, all our legis-
lative members are elected to 
office. It is also true of those 
who hold executive positions 
in government. It is time for 
our government to exam-
ine the powers of the three 
branches and how they pro-
ceed. There needs to be more 
democratic control over the 
judicial system in the federal 
government. We must always 
have as our goal the main-
taining of democratic values.

Supreme Court of the United States a bit too powerful
William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Bob 
Friedrich

n

On Point
This byzantine system has 

produced property taxes that 
have dramatically risen well 
in excess of inflation. ... The 

system is so complex that few 
understand it.
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Queens Collegiate celebrates 10th year
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Students, teachers, faculty 
and elected officials gathered in 
Jamaica last week to celebrate 
the 10th anniversary of Queens 
Collegiate: A College Board 
School.

Queens Collegiate, located 
at 167-01 Gothic Drive, is one 
of four college prep schools co-
located within the old Jamaica 
High School building, accord-
ing to Principal Jaime Dubei, 
also a co-founder.

“We opened the school as 
an opportunity for students to 
learn about different cultures 
and different people, while hav-
ing STEM, art and all different 
programs to help them prog-
ress,” Dubei said. “We are also 
proud to have a full-fledged mu-
sical program here as well.”

The school specializes in 
international affairs. It teach-
es students from grades six 
through 12, and has a four-year 
graduation rate of 87.1 percent 
and a six-year graduation rate of 
91.1 percent. 

City Councilman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows), a 
Jamaica High School graduate, 

had a few remarks for the school 
and the principal. 

“It was so exciting to come 
here and walk up those steps in 
this magnificent building where 
you felt like you were going to 
college, not high school,” We-
prin said. “You’ve accomplished 
so much in 10 years.”

After receiving glowing re-
marks from Assistant Princi-
pals Camille Jacobs and Robert 
McMahon, also a co-founder, 
recent alum Jeannisha Jasmin 
and senior Padma Mahabir sang 
a moving rendition of Lee Ann 
Womack’s “I Hope You Dance” 
to the principal inside the Doris 
Reid Auditorium.

Before the singing had be-
gun, Jacobs read a poem to the 
principal.

“We rep  our QC pride 
through and through,” Jacobs 
said. “Ms. Dubei, you sacrifice 
your family, your time and so 
much more to change to the 
world so that students can ex-
plore.” 

Past Queens Collegiate al-
ums and teachers packed the 
school and cheered on their for-
mer principal. 

After Councilman I. Daneek 

Miller (D-St. Albans) arrived 
during the ceremony, he joined 
Dubei, the assistant principals 
and PTA president Annette 
Brown in a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony for the school. It was 
something they didn’t get to do 
when Queens Collegiate opened 
years ago. 

It was a bittersweet moment 

for state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), a 1976 alum of 
Jamaica High School, who ar-
rived after the ceremony ended 
from Albany. His former school 
was shuttered in 2014 as a result 
of poor graduation rates. Before 
the school failed, it was the larg-
est high school in the United 
States and was a considered a 

premier secondary school in the 
mid-1980s, according to the New 
Yorker. 

“I’m glad Queens Collegiate 
is working and that the build-
ing is well utilized,” Comrie 
said. “I’m still disappointed 
that Jamaica High School as 
itself is no longer viable. There 
are many alumni that would 
have liked to have had the op-
portunity to contribute and 
maintain the viability of the 
school, but I’m pleased that 
Queens Collegiate is doing 
well and that their graduation 
rate is higher than most high 
schools in the city.”

Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) allocated $1.12 mil-
lion in labs and repairs for the 
school over the years. 

“We want every kid in our 
district to have as much oppor-
tunity as possible,” Lancman 
said. “Queens Collegiate is ter-
rific, but like every school, it 
needs resources.” 

The school received $100,000 
for a piano lab in fiscal year 
2015, $65,000 in repairs to the 
auditorium in 2016, and it will 
receive $955,000 for a science lab 
in 2018. 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie, Councilman Rory Lancman, Principal Jaime 
Dubei and Councilman I. Daneek Miller mark Queens Collegiate: A 
School Board School’s 10th anniversary in Jamaica.  

Courtesy of State Sen. Comrie
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1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. 
The minimum balance to open the promotional CD and to earn the stated APY is $500. The interest rate remains 
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Rake in your savings with a

GREAT
RATE CD

BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

At least six local 
restaurants will offer 
free food and drink 
samples at the annual 
Dine in Queens 2017 
kick-off event Tuesday 
at 12 p.m. at The Shops 
at Atlas Park’s common 
area in Glendale.

The public is invited 
to attend and try pizza, 
chicken wings, Colom-
bian food and burgers, 
which are some of the 
possibilities for this 
year’s samples, accord-
ing to Rob MacKay of 
the Queens Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion. During Dine in 
Queens, which takes 
place Oct. 16 through 
Nov. 2, participating lo-
cal restaurants will of-
fer specials on food and 
drink. 

Dine In Queens’ 
three-week specials 
will range from $28 
three-course meals to 
$14 lunches, Monday 
through Thursday. In 
the past, some restau-
rants have opted to con-
tinue offering specials 
on weekends and some 
vary from the common 
$28 and $14 specials. 
The participating res-
taurants have leeway 
over what they choose 
to offer, including en-
trees, dessert, wine and 
appetizers.

Tuesday’s kickoff 
will generate public 
awareness for Dine 

in Queens, which is 
intended to display 
Queens’ wide array of 
food options and bump 
up businesses’ rev-
enues. The program 
is sponsored by the 
Queens Tourism Coun-
cil.

About 30 restau-
rants are currently 
signed up to partici-
pate, MacKay said, 
and organizers plan 
to have 100 involved 
when Dine In Queens 
officially begins. Par-
ticipating businesses 
include Corato Pizza, 
Fishscales, Joe & John 
Pizzeria, La Choza del 
Gordo, Matiz, Ridge-
wood Ale House, Tienda 
and Trattoria Cerbone.

MacKay said the 
diversity of Queens’ 
population lends to its 
unique cuisine. The 
promotion has gar-
nered support from res-
idents of other counties 
who visit Queens at eat 
at local restaurants be-
cause of the specials.

“Everyone loves to 
eat and no one loves 
to do the dishes,” Mac-
Kay said. “This is your 
chance to eat and not 
do dishes.”

In past years, the 
kick-off has fed hun-
dred of attendees with 
glowing reviews from 
restaurant owners and 
participants alike. 
This is the 14th annual 
event.

Dine in Queens 
kicks off Tuesday

"It's like manna from heaven," says Rob MacKay, from 
Queens Economic Development Corporation, describing 
the annual Dine in Queens kickoff. Participating restaurants 
will offer free food samples to the public at the event in 
Glendale Tuesday at 12 p.m.
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Flushing Bank        Flushing, NYSM

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

With an opening account balance of  
$50,000 - $149,999, you can choose either a  

Zojirushi Neuro Fuzzy® Rice Cooker or an Apple TV®

With an opening account balance  
of $150,000+, you can choose either a  

Samsung® 32” Smart TV or a YETI® Hopper Flip™ 12

188-08 Hollis Court Blvd.
Auburndale, NY 11358

718.445.3351

144-51 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.512.2929

159-18 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11358

718.961.7400

136-41 Roosevelt Ave.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.445.3555

44-43 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11355

718.463.9244

* Offer valid only at the five Flushing Bank locations in Flushing, NY. 1 New Complete Checking accounts (including Plus and Premier) with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. A new checking account is defined as any 
new checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking 
account within the last 24 months. Minimum opening balance of $1,000 or more is required. The new account must remain open, active, and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional 
item will be deducted from the balance.  2 One (1) gift per new Complete Checking (including Plus and Premier) customer. A 1099 statement for gift values (including applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) will be issued. Flushing Bank 
reserves the right to make gift substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Flushing Bank is not responsible for the warranty or replacement 
of any products. Any warranties are the sole responsibility of the manufacturers. Returns, exchanges, substitutions, and cash equivalents will not be provided. The promotion and offer are subject to change and termination without 
prior notice at any time. Zojirushi, SuperSonic, General Electric, Polaroid, Apple Inc., Samsung and YETI are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking, Complete Checking Plus,  
or Complete Checking Premier account and choose a gift.*,1,2

With an opening account balance of $1,000 - $4,999, 
you can choose either a Zojirushi Stainless Steel Mug 

or a SuperSonic® Selfie Bluetooth Action Stick

With an opening account balance of  
$5,000 - $49,999, you can choose either a  

GE® Microwave or a Polaroid® ZIP Mobile Photo Printer

Homeless man admits to church break-ins
BY BILL PARRY

A homeless man who broke 
into several of the borough’s 
houses of worship because 
he was “mad at God” pleaded 
guilty last week to burglary as 
a hate crime and other charges, 
the Queens District Attorney’s 
Office announced last week. 

Joseph Woznik, 24,  admit-
ted he was behind a spree of 
break-ins, taking cash, checks 
and damaging various items be-
longing to religious institutions 
located in Flushing, Woodside 
and Elmhurst.

Woznik pleaded guilty to 
third-degree burglary as a hate 
crime and fourth-degree posses-
sion of stolen property, among 
other charges, the DA said Sept. 
27. Acting Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Barry A. Kron 
accepted the defendant’s plea 
and set sentencing for Oct, 13. 
Woznik faces 1½ to 4½ years in 
prison.

“In pleading guilty, the de-
fendant has admitted he acted 
with hatred for God when he 
brazenly broke into the houses 
of worship,” Queens DA Rich-
ard Brown said. “The defendant 
sought to enrich himself, as well 

as to strike vengeance on God 
by stealing from the religious 
institutions,. As a result of these 
criminal acts, the defendant 
will go to prison.”

The first burglary took place 
March 21 at the Bangladesh Hin-
du Mandir Temple in Flushing, 
according to Brown. A temple 

employee discovered that three 
donation boxes had been forced 
open, and that the cash inside 
was missing. Fingerprints lifted 
from the donation boxes were a 
match for Woznik, Brown said.

St. James Episcopal Church 
in Flushing was burglarized 
three times. The church’s office 

door was pried open March 24 
and nearly $1,600 was taken, ac-
cording to the charges. On April 
3, Woznik again gained entry to 
the church, forced open an office 
door and ransacked the room 
and a digital camera was taken, 
according to the charges.

Woznik broke into the same 

office April 10 and three checks 
from the church’s checkbook 
were taken. At the time of his 
arrest, two checks from the 
church were in Woznik’s posses-
sion along with a receipt from a 
pawn shop for the camera, ac-
cording to Brown.

Blessed Virgin Mary Help of 
Christians (St. Mary’s of Win-
field) in Woodside was hit April 
10, and Woznik was caught on 
surveillance video where do-
nation boxes were forced open, 
the DA said. At the time of his 
arrest, Woznik admitted to tak-
ing a $20 bill from underneath 
a statue of the Virgin Mary, ac-
cording to Brown.

St. Mary’s Romanian Ortho-
dox Church in Elmhurst was 
also hit.

When Woznik was arrested, 
according to the charges, he told 
police that, “I’m mad at God. 
I don’t like church no more. I 
don’t want to deal with religion. 
I’m sick and tired of hearing 
about religion. I don’t break into 
houses, only churches. I break 
in to get back at God.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Joseph Woznik, 24, pleads guilty to hate crime for burglarizing three houses of worship in several Queens 
neighborhoods admitting he’s “mad at God.”
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*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/17—12/11/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward 
card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance 
and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are 
the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 17Q4NPPIRC3

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

$         
REBATE*

ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES OF 
HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW FASHIONS



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 6–12, 201720    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

November 9, 2017!
Deadline Nov. 3, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: 
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com 
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   
     Check made payable to: TimesLedger Newspapers

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Nov. 3, 2017

 

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, November 9th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Sandy Arias
Carlos Humberto 

Cardona
Narbada Chhetri

Rev. Theodor Damian
Branka Duknic

Nadine Grigsby
Elaine Kim

Pap Koudjo
Tahl Leibovitz

Yeou-Cheng Ma
Rita Maruca
Meera Nair
Uday Patil

Annette Runcie
Elsie Saint Louis
Parker Sarabjeet
Diego Salazar

Svea Schneider
Liu Tee Shu

Orlando Tabon
Peter Tu

Monika Wroblewski
Margaret Yang

Marlene Tseng Yu
Jorge Munoz Zapata

BY BILL PARRY

Community Board 4 will host its 
second annual Youth Fair Saturday in 
Elmhurst. The area along 58th Avenue 
between Hoffman Drive and Seabury 
Street will be closed off to traffic be-
tween 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.

The event is sponsored by Borough 
President Melinda Katz, City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and the Queens Center Mall. 
It promises entertainment, health 
screening, guided meditation, arts and 
crafts, Zumba and perhaps most im-
portantly, career services.

“We have so much youth in this 

community who have no idea what 
resources are available to them,” CB 4 
District Manager Christian Cassagnol 
said. “It’s a great day for them. Last 
year was a good start. We had nearly 
300 families take part and we did very 
little outreach. This year we distrib-
uted 21,000 fliers, one for every young 
person in the community, so we’re 
expecting an even bigger turnout this 
year.”

Musical groups will be performing 
live throughout the free event.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

Jackson Heights honored the life 
and legacy of a beloved school principal 
who died one year ago. The corner of 
80th Street and 34th Avenue has been 
co-named Dr. Dolores Beckham Way in 
tribute to the late leader of IS 145, the 
Joseph Pulitzer School, who began her 
stint in 1999. 

Beckham lost her battle with cancer 
at age 62 on Oct. 5, 2016, surrounded by 
loving family and friends.

Many of them joined students, fac-
ulty, community leaders and elected 
officials in gathering just a few feet 
from the school last Friday for the spe-
cial naming ceremony. Beckham was a 
38-year veteran educator with the New 
York City Department of Education 
and a resident of Jackson Heights. For 
nearly two decades, she was the prin-
cipal at IS 145, a large multi-cultural 
school where 35 different languages 
are spoken.

“Dr. Dolores Beckham was a Jack-
son Heights icon,” City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “She was an exemplary educator. 
Thanks to her visionary leadership, IS 
145’s dual language program became 
one of the best in the city and served 
as a model for other schools. Dr. Beck-
ham’s hard work and dedication took 
IS 145 to new heights, and I am pleased 
to host this co-naming in her honor.”

Beckham was also an adjunct profes-
sor at St. John’s University where she 
worked with Masters Level Educators 
in refining their teaching practices. 
She furthered her learning and career 

by traveling and teaching around the 
world. She was selected as a Fulbright 
Award Winning Principal in 2008.

“Principal Beckham was a woman 
of vision, an excellent educator who 
spent her entire professional career 
fighting for a quality public education 
for all students,” state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. “When people 
were skeptical about dual-language 
programs, she transformed IS 145 into 
a model for other schools. With the co-
naming of the Jackson Heights street, 
she will always be a part of our history. 
Her legacy will never be forgotten.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Jax Hgts pays tribute
to late principal’s life

CB 4 hosts Youth Fair 
in Elmhurst Saturday

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (c.) 
hosts a cermony in honor of Dr. Dolores 
Beckham, a beloved school principal in 
Jackson Heights who died one year ago. 

Courtesy Dromm’s office
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MKT 17.139b

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

CALL  1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG

Metroplus 
is IN
QUEENS!

Jackson Heights
92-14 Roosevelt Avenue

Green Acres Mall
Near Macy’s Women

Queens Center Mall
Ground Level near Spectrum

Skyview Mall
Level B near Nike
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OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2017 • 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

13-20 124th St.   •   College Point, NY 11356  •  718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org

Countdown clocks arrive in 
Astoria, other MTA stations

BY BILL PARRY

Countdown clocks have 
been installed at subway 
stations along the W line in 
Astoria and M lines in Mid-
dle Village, Ridgewood and 
other stations in western 
Queens. They were sched-
uled to go live last week, ac-
cording to the MTA. 

The installations are 
part of the agency’s Subway 
Action Plan, which calls for 
improving customer com-
munications and providing 
timely information, a two-
part initiative rolled out by 
MTA Chairman Joe Lhota 
in July to modernize, stabi-
lize and improve the subway 
system.

“We continue to make 
great progress to bring real-
time train arrival informa-
tion to all stations,” Lhota 
said. “It is a vital part of our 
aggressive and immediate 
efforts to improve the cus-
tomer experience through 
increased reliability and 

capacity, enhanced stations 
and safety, and clear and ac-
curate communication.”

The MTA will have count-
down clocks at all lettered 
stations by the end of the 
year, and they are now in 
326 of its 472 stations. The 
countdown clocks use bea-
con technology which has 
already been deployed on 
the C, E, G and R lines and 
involves placing four low-

energy Bluetooth beacons 
on each train set and two 
receivers on each platform. 
LCD display screens at each 
station provide customers 
with real time train arrival 
information. 

Stations with countdown 
clocks also show real-time 
arrival information for con-
necting lines as well.

“Beacon technology and 
our Subway Action Plan 
put our customers first by 
expediting improvements 
in the system that improve 
how we provide informa-
tion to our customers and 
overall reliability,” MTA 
Managing Director Ronnie 
Hakim said.

The 7 line will also get 
countdown clocks after the 
installation of its new signal 
system is completed later 
this year.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown announced 
Monday that his office is co-
sponsoring “Second Chance, 
the first-ever summons war-
rant forgiveness event in the 
borough, Oct. 21, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Greater Allen AME 
Cathedral in Jamaica. 

This is a community event 
unrelated to Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s initiative to curb the 
amount of “broken windows” 
warrants, or warrants for petty 
crimes. 

Greater Allen AME, located 
at 110-31 Merrick Blvd., will be 
filled with staff from Brown’s 
office, attorneys from the 
church’s Cathedral Lawyers 
Guild and members of the Le-
gal Aid Society, according to a 
spokeswoman for the DA. 

The event will be a chance 
for residents throughout the 
city with summonses for low-
level offenses to have them 
resolved so long as they bring 
a valid state-issued photo iden-
tification with them, according 

to the spokeswoman. Immi-
grant status will not prevent a 
summons from being resolved. 

“An unanswered warrant 
can result in arrest and, in 
some instances, jeopardize 
employment, educational and 
housing opportunities,” Brown 
said. “By participating in this 
event, individuals are offered 
a clean start by having their 
summonses adjudicated and 
ultimately dismissed.”

Summonses for disorderly 
conduct, consumption of alcohol 
in public, trespassing, unlawful 
possession of marijuana, uri-
nating in public, loitering and 
an unleashed dog are just some 
of the transgressions that would 
be forgiven. Individuals do not 
have to fear being arrested, ac-
cording to the DA’s office. 

In addition, participants at 
the event will receive free give-
aways and information about 
various community resources 
available to them. 

This initiative is also being 
co-sponsored by the state Office 
of Court Administration and 
the NYPD. 

Countdown clocks arrive in 
Astoria and other neighborhoods 
in western Queens as the MTA 
seeks to improve communica-
tions for straphangers. 

Photo by Caseyjonz/Wikimedia 

Low-level offenders
get warrant forgiveness 
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For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Outreach Supervisor: (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org 
41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880

Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
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2017 ACM Northeast Video Festival: And The Winners Are... 
Power Women of Queens The Honorable Melinda Katz & The STEM Girls: The Tech Crew

A series that highlights the female decision-maker, political leader, 
manager and scientist, as the norm, not the exception. They are 
everyday women, mothers, wives, sisters, and co-workers, whose 

actions have contributed to the Queens community.

    In this episode, Luchia sits with the leading lady of Queens 
and talks about women’s issues, government and how she is 
able to balance career and motherhood. You will discover 
what are the most challenging projects she has worked on and 
the ones that she is most proud of during her tenure. It’s not 
a coincidence that she has been called a “cheerleader” for the 
borough, although she prefers the term “advocate.” She shares 
with us how Queens has changed in the past 2 years, and how 
she sees the Borough in the next 3 years.

Credits: 

Daniel Leone, Executive Producer
Luchia Dragosh, Producer/Editor/Graphics/Writer
Bob Strahle, Production Supervisor/Camera Operator
John Collins, Camera Operator
Kevin Malone, Camera Operator
Eddy Duran, Voice Over/Writer
James Faber, Logo Graphics/Social Media Animations
                 

                  

The STEAM Girls is a series that features schools, organizations, 
programs and facilities that work on increasing the STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) opportunities for 
young girls. The series educates, motivates and inspires young girls 

in pursuing those careers.

These are the girls that are part of the tech crew. And, no, they 
are not building a rocket, although one day they might; but 
for now they are part of a group known as the “Tech Crew.”  
Andrea Chaves leads these group of girls who are future 
filmmakers, graphic designers, coders, website designers, and 
project managers in the Young Women’s Leadership School in 
Astoria, Queens.

Credits: 

Daniel Leone, Executive Producer
Luchia Dragosh, Producer/Editor/Graphics/Writer
Bob Strahle, Production Supervisor
Eddy Duran, Director/ Camera/Voice Over
Louie Gasparro, Camera
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Pols ask Trump for more PR aid resources
BY GINA MARTINEZ

New York elected officials 
are announcing their efforts 
to help those affected by Hur-
ricane Maria in Puerto Rico. 

On Tuesday Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo announced a partner-
ship with UNICEF USA and 
UPS to deliver and distribute 
donated medical supplies to 
Puerto Rican hospitals and 
clinics. 

Cuomo also said that at 
the request of Puerto Rican 
Gov. Ricardo Rosselló, he is 
sending a team of more than 
100 medical personnel to 
Puerto Rico. UPS has deliv-
ered more than 100,000 wa-
ter bottles that were donated 
by New Yorkers from across 
the state and UNICEF USA 
will be delivering emergency 
supply kits that will provide 
60,000 people with basic hy-
giene supplies, including wa-
ter purification tablets, wa-
ter buckets, soap, toothpaste, 
detergent, sanitary pads and 
more, Cuomo said.

 He said the new partner-
ship will ensure the people of 
Puerto Rico will  have access 

to adequate medical care as 
they work to recover and re-
build.

“New York has witnessed 
firsthand the devastation 
that Mother Nature is ca-
pable of leaving behind and 
in the wake of Hurricane 
Maria, we continue to offer 
assistance and supplies to 
our fellow citizens in Puerto 
Rico,” he said. 

On Wednesday, City 
Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan) and 144 elected officials, 
including state Assembly-
man Edward Braunstein (D-
Bayside), City Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) and 
Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) sent a let-
ter imploring the Trump ad-
ministration and the federal 
government to do more to aid 
the millions of Americans 
suffering from the extensive 
damage unleashed by Maria.  

In the letter legislators 
urged President Trump to 
extend the 10-day suspension 
period  for the Jones Act to at 
least one year. The lawmakers 
said the ten day suspension of 

the Jones Act by the adminis-
tration is not a long enough 
time to be able to get much 
needed life-saving supplies to 
the people in Puerto Rico and 
the U.S Virgin Islands.

“Nearly the entirety of 
these islands is without 
power, hospitals are closed 
or unable to fully care for 
patients, the telecommu-
nications system is devas-

tated, and millions of U.S. 
citizens are living without 
access to food and water,” 
the letter said. “The people 
of Puerto Rico and the USVI 
cannot wait one more day for 
relief.”

The elected officials said 
it is “unthinkable” to ask 
Puerto Rico to provide the 
required local match for 
FEMA funding after 180 
days, as the Administration 
has proposed.   and that do-
ing so will only divert re-
sources away from the re-
covery where they are most 
needed.   

“We must do everything 
humanly possible to reach 
every corner of Puerto Rico 
and the USVI with food and 
supplies, as we also grapple 
with the desperately needed 
restoration of power to the 
island,” the letter continued. 
“The lives of 3.5 million U.S. 
citizens are hanging in the 
balance.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Queens residents are doing there part to help with disaster relief in 
Puerto Rico. Photo by Michael Shain
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Jamaica Hospital Medi-
cal Center has been named 
as a recipient of the pres-
tigious National Research 
Corporation Health (NRC 
Health) Excellence Award.   
The hospital, recognized 
at the 23rd Annual NRC 
Health Symposium  for Pa-
tient –Centered Care  was 
selected as one of several 
top-performing hospitals 
across the nation to ex-
hibit  an exceptional com-
mitment  to each patient’s 
and family’s care journey 
as well their overall satis-
faction. 

Jamaica Hospital re-
ceived recognition in the 
category of Most Improved 
Facility among large hos-
pitals (300+ beds) in the 
United States. The hospital 
earned the award based on 
receiving positive and im-
proved scores in satisfac-
tion from patients and their 
families; an accomplish-
ment achieved by focusing 
on providing compassion-
ate and quality care, as 

well as showing a genuine 
understanding of the com-
munity it cares for.  

The hospital’s leader-
ship has implemented sev-
eral programs to bolster 
patient satisfaction as part 
of their goal in becoming 

a “High Reliability Hospi-
tal.”   “Patient experience 
is very important to all lev-
els of our staff, “shared Dr. 
Kathleen Scher, Vice Presi-
dent of Nursing.  “We are 
striving to become a high 
reliability hospital- an in-

stitution that our commu-
nity can count on to receive 
excellent health care.” 

This level of dedica-
tion, has earned the hos-
pital several recognitions 
in 2017 including the NRC 
Health Excellence Award.  
“Each year our partners 
inspire us with their com-
mitment to service,” says 
Helen Hrdy, Senior Vice 
President of Client Ser-
vice at NRC Health. “The 
individuals at these orga-
nizations show a genuine 
understanding for their pa-
tients, which is revealed in 
their extraordinary, com-
passionate care. It is always 
a special pleasure for us to 
honor and recognize these 
efforts with the Excellence 

Award. We congratulate 
Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center for embodying hu-
man understanding and 
demonstrating a commit-
ment to patient-centered 
care.” 

 “We are extremely proud 
of our recent achievements.  
However we are most satis-
fied when we engage with 
our patients and their fami-
lies and they express grati-
tude for the great care we 
have provided,” this senti-
ment expressed by Scher 
and the hospital’s leader-
ship is reflective of the cul-
ture of Jamaica Hospital- 
To serve our patients and 
the community in a way that 
is second to none.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Jamaica Hospital Receives Prestigious NRC Health Excellence Award
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COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible 

for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
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Sponsored by:

Supported by:

Pick up next week’s special edition newspaper in recognition of

and get the latest information on

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Finding the right specialist
Chemotherapy vs radiation - which is  

 the right choice for you?
Reducing cancer risk through exercise
Preparing for your mammogram

Identifying lesser known symptoms   
 for early detection

Post therapy action plan
Local health care resources
Support services and more

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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WHEN YOU SHOW UP?

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE

CHOOSE FROM PROGRAMS IN:  
Business, Health Administration, Information Systems Management, Liberal Arts

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.  ©2017 NYU School of Professional Studies.

You’re full of potential and eager to get ahead, 
but one thing’s missing—your college degree.

Whether you took a break after high school 
or you stopped out of college with less than 
60 credits, earning your Associates Degree 
now through the NYU School of Professional 

Studies Division of Applied Undergraduate 

Studies can change your life!

From the first day you step into our classrooms, 
you’ll develop applicable work-related skills, 
while building your confidence and benefiting 
from a wealth of university and career 
development resources.

New affordable tuition makes a world-class 
NYU education attainable.

* Bachelors degree programs available for those who have 
 earned 60 transferable college credits or more. 

OPEN HOUSE – Saturday, October 7, 9 a.m.

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS 

October 11, 18, 25; November 1  
anytime 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

VIRTUAL INFO. SESSION  

Tuesday, November 14, 7 p.m.

REGISTER  
sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/events04

For information:  
visit sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/associates04  

call 212-998-7100

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) represents 
an area of Queens 
known as “Asthma Al-
ley” where residents 
suffer a high rate of re-
spiratory ailments due 
to power plants in Long 
Island City and Asto-
ria that produce over 
50 percent of the entire 
city’s electricity. Pol-
lutants caused by these 
power plants, combined 
with pollution from jets 
taking off and landing 
at LaGuardia Airport 
contribute to the risk 
of asthma.

Last Wednesday, 
 Constantinides intro-
duced a legislative 
package to combat 
asthma. 

The first bill, INT. 
1708, would require that 
all public schools have 
nebulizers available for 
all students and school 
nurses trained to oper-
ate them properly. The 
second measure, INT. 
1709, would require 
the city’s Department 
of Health to create an-
nual reports on the 
prevalence of asthma 
and asthma-related 
hospitalizations aggre-
gated by demographic 
groups, including age, 
race and geography.

More than 80,000 
children have asth-
ma in New York City, 
including Constan-
tinides’ son who takes 
five medications a day, 
and 7,000 are hospital-
ized for it every year. 
Asthma-related illness-
es are a leading cause 

of children missing 
school — children with 
severe asthma can miss 
up to 30 days of school 
in the city.

With nebulizers 
available to all public 
school students, they 
can receive treatment 
while in school rather 
than going home or to a 
hospital. Reports about 
asthma’s prevalence 
will help raise aware-
ness of health risks to 
parents so they can be 
prepared.

“We must ensure 
that our children have 
the resources they need 
to succeed in school,” 
Constantinides said. 
“Equipping public 
schools with appropri-
ate medical devices, in-
cluding nebulizers, will 
give kids in distress 
from asthma the criti-
cal treatment that they 
need. Data and knowl-
edge about the preva-
lence of asthma will 
help families be aware 
of asthma risk so chil-
dren can get screened 
early if necessary.”

New York state has 
already recognized the 
need for nebulizers in 
schools. The state Leg-
islature passed a simi-
lar bill that mandate 
nebulizers be available 
at all public schools.  
However, the mandate 
was unfunded and nev-
er went into effect.

“The simple act of 
breathing, which most 
of us take for granted, 
is a struggle for too 
many in our city, espe-
cially our children,” 
said City Councilman 
Corey Johnson (D-Man-

Constantinides bill would combat asthma

City Councilman Costa Constantinides (c.) introduces legislation 
to combat asthma. Courtesy Constantinides' office

hattan), a co-sponsor of 
the legislation. “This 
package of legislation 
will, among its many 
achievements, ensure 
that every child has the 
right to learn and grow 
in our schools without 
fear of untreated issues 
with asthma.”

Constantinides, who 
chairs the Council’s 
Committee on Environ-
mental Protection, has 

made asthma awareness 
a community priority. 
The announcement also 
served as a kick-off for 
his Asthma Awareness 
Back-to-School Fair last 
Thursday  to help par-
ents screen for asthma 
and learn about its 
health effects.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 

Contact
the

 newsroom: 
718-260-4545

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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F O U N D E R
1 9 0 9 - 2 0 0 4

A.J. Richard
A Legend in the Industry.

In Fond Memory, From your Friends at Community News Group.
“Keep sunshine in your heart”... A.J. Richard

“The Company You Can Trust”   Since 1909
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

 FEATURING .. . 
108th BIRTHDAY SALE! 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A 59-year-old Richmond Hill 
motorist driving with a suspended 
license has been sentenced to up 
to seven years in prison on man-
slaughter charges arising from an 
incident in Ozone Park last year 
when he sped past a stop sign and 
smashed into another vehicle, caus-
ing the death of a woman and criti-
cal injuries to her 9-year -old daugh-
ter, the Queens DA said.

District Attorney Richard Brown 
identified the defendant as Jairam 
Budhu, of 15th Street in Richmond 
Hill. Budhu pleaded guilty in July 
to second-degree manslaughter and 
second-degree assault before Act-
ing Queens Supreme Court Justice 
Gia Morris.

He was given an indeterminate 
sentence of  2 1/3 to seven years on 
the manslaughter charge and a con-
current three-year term on the as-
sault charge to be followed by three 
years post-release supervision.

Brown said that by pleading 
guilty, Budhu admitted to the crime. 

At about 5:06 p.m. on July 17, 2016, 
Budhu was driving a black 2002 
BMW westbound on 115th Street at 
more than 60 mph in an unposted 
25 mph speed zone, according to the 
Queens DA.

He crossed over double yellow 
lines into the eastbound lanes, over-
taking other vehicles before return-
ing to the westbound lanes of traffic 
and driving through a stop sign at 
the intersection of 130th street, the 
DA said.

At this point Budhu’s car struck 
the passenger side of a Toyota 
in which Zaakka Rasool and her 
9-year-old daughter were rid-
ing. Rasool died in a hospital. Her 
daughter suffered head trauma and 
other injuries.

Budhu f led the scene on foot, but 
two days later at about 8:30 a.m., 
police responding to a call at 103rd 
Street found Budhu drinking alco-
hol on the the front porch, accord-
ing to Brown. Records indicated 
Budhu’s driver license was sus-
pended for failure to pay a driver’s 
responsibility assessment.

Richmond Hill motorist 
sentenced for manslaughter
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Bye, Bye Bridge

More than 900 explosive charges strapped to the Kosciuszko Bridge bring down the remaining sections to make way for a 
new companion bridge, expected by 2019.  Photo by Michael Shain 

From the Queens side of the bridge, the debris is visible at the moment of detonation.  
Photo by Andrew Ross

A crowd gathers on the Greenpoint Avenue Bridge over Newtown Creek to see the blast.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Crumpled masses of steel that used to support the roadway, severed from the concrete pilings 
that held it up, are all that is left after the demolition.  Photo by Michael Shain 

A boat carrying Gov. Cuomo and TV cameras passes under the bridge moments after the 
explosives went off, knocking down the deck of the old bridge.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The demolition of the old bridge is offically called an 
“energetic felling.” Photo by Michael Shain 
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RECYCLE DAY
Saturday, October 14th

1:00PM - 4:00PM

Maspeth Federal Savings Parking Lot
56-18 69th St. Maspeth, NY 11378

(Rain or Shine)

Councilmember Elizabeth Crowley | Assemblyman Brian Barnwell 
104th & 108th Precinct | C.O.M.E.T.

| maspethfederal.com

- Shred unwanted documents
- Recycle old electronic devices
- Save on car insurance with VIN-etching 
- On-site pet adoption
- And more! 

Your community sponsors

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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existed. 
Jay Williams, the church histo-

rian, recently said church members 
voted sometime between June and 
July 2015 on a proposal presented 
by McEachern to replace the church 
with a 14-story building. Accord-
ing to Williams, the congregation 
was promised two f loors of the new 
building. 

Although contested, the vote 
passed, according to Williams. Re-
peated attempts by the TimesLedger 
to retrieve a record of the vote and 
to speak to McEachern were un-
successful. When asked about the 
construction plans, Mary Mootoo, 
head of the church’s trustee board, 
refused to comment. 

Ron Smith, a member of the 
church and volunteer Sunday school 
teacher, said he remembers a simi-
lar vote occurring a couple of years 
ago. He said church members voted 
to “go forward with building a new 
church.” Based on his attendance at 
the church’s last quarterly meeting 
this summer, Smith said he under-
stood the church was ready to break 
ground “imminently.” He said mem-
bers were not given a time frame 
and he was unsure how soon the 
construction would take place.

Human remains were discovered 
on church property in 1931 during a 
rebuilding of the church’s founda-
tion, according to the 2011 archeo-
logical report. It noted a newspaper 
report that claimed the minister at 
that time had the remains “reburied 
in a walkway alongside the church.” 
According to the archeological re-
port, McEachern said the “remains 
currently reside beneath the church 
sanctuary,” in a conversation with 
the report’s authors on Oct. 13, 2011.

“I know the remains are there 
because my father helped them bury 
them,” said Williams, who has been 
a member of The Macedonia Church 
for most of his life. 

Mitchell Grubler, chairman of 
the Queens Preservation Council, 
said the ultimate responsibility of 
deciding what happens to The Mace-
donia Church lies with the minister 
and trustees, as the owners of the 
property. He forwarded McEachern 
the archeological report detailing 
the possibility of human remains in 
July or August this year, but has not 
received a response. 

“We’re concerned that the proper-
ty has become very valuable,” Gru-
bler said. “The fact of what’s going 
up around it—it’s our concern that 
the property may be in danger.” 

Flushing Commons, a $1 billion 
project on 38-08 Union St., will bor-
der the south and west sides of the 
church upon completion. Macedonia 
Plaza, a low-income housing devel-
opment that cost nearly $50 million 
and opened in 2015, is adjacent to 
The Macedonia Church.

According to Smith, the church’s 
minister and board of trustees are 
solely in charge of the details. He 
believes God is in control, however, 
and whatever takes place will ben-
efit the church. 

“We’ve been there 200 years, and 
all kinds of opposition came against 
us,” Smith said. “And we’re still 
there.”

The initial 1988 archaeologi-
cal report and its 2006 addendum, 
which raised the possibility of hu-
man remains on church property, 
was required by the city Land-
marks Preservation Commission. 
Ali Rasoulinejad, current director 
of community and intergovernmen-
tal affairs at the LPC, said the LPC 
could not confirm or deny construc-
tion plans to tear down or replace 
The Macedonia Church because the 
church is not landmarked property 
and remains outside the LPC’s juris-
diction.

Williams said he had contacted 
Rev. Gregory Ingram, the Macedo-
nia AME Church’s district bishop, 
with his concerns about the fate of 
the church twice since the church 
stopped meeting at the site in Flush-
ing. His questions were not an-
swered. According to Williams, In-
gram began asking him whether he 
went to the church or donated during 
their second phone conversation.

 “It really is a ‘good old boys’ 
club,’” he said.

Ingram did not respond to repeat-
ed attempts to contact him for com-
ment. 

Bayside resident Mandingo Tsha-
ka, who was baptized in the church 
and began attending in 1935, said he 
could not understand why there had 
been no effort to preserve the church 
as a historical landmark, similar 
to Friends Meeting House and St. 
George’s Episcopal Church, also on 
the Flushing Freedom Mile. 

“There’s nothing there that can’t 
be corrected and repaired,” Tshaka 
said.

Continued from Page 4 

Macedonia

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

DISCOVER ST. JOHN’S PREP 
AT OUR OPEN HOUSE

718.721.7200 | stjohnsprepschool.org
St. John’s Preparatory Schoo
21-21 Crescent Street
Astoria, NY 11105

Explore SJP’s beautiful campus, engage with 
our community and discover why so many students 
choose St. John’s Prep as their foundation for 
success.



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 6–12, 2017 33  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Kavine Burke (c.) of Cambria Heights gets a snack “ration” at the the Long Island Fair in the 
Old Bethpage Village Restoration. The event was a “living history” fair with the Museum of 
American Armor.  Courtesy of Stop & Shop 

Assemblyman Mike Miller holds out-
door office hours on the sidewalk dur-
ing last week’s Wonderful Woodhaven 
Street Fair on Jamaica Boulevard 

Courtesy of Assemblyman Miller

St. Agnes Academic High School official-
ly opens The Maureen Martin Fritch ’78 
Health Science Lab to train students in a 
variety of health fields.

Photo courtesy of St. Agnes

The Bayside branch of the Queens Library flashes its neighborhood award check at a 
special awards dinner where the Lefferts and Woodside branches were also honored.  

Twitter

A vegan activist from the group NY Farm Animal Save pickets outside two live-
stock stores in Flushing, a new kind of protest for Queens. “They are the face of 
the agriculture industry, and that’s why we always go in front of the livestock 
markets,” says an organizer.  Photo by Marrian Zhou

At Terrace on the Park, Mr. T Carting of Glendale marks its 70th anniversary with a proclamation from 
state Sen. Joe Addabo (r.) to founder Tom Toscano (l.) and son Peter. Photo by Nat Valentine
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

Please pre-register  
for our open house  
at www.tmla.org.

SHADOW A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, 
New York. Accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and 
Schools and Chartered by the State of NY.

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, October 15, 2017 

10am-3pm

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

At The Mary Louis Academy, you will 
find your own voice—distinctive, 

confident, intelligent, creative, and 
empowered—a voice that will be one 

of your greatest assets in life.

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432  |  Phone: 718-297-2120   |  Fax: 718-739-0037  |  @WEARETMLA  | #HILLTOPPERNATION |  TACHS #016

TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:10/06/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

'04 SUBARU FORESTER

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#J5583, 125k mi.

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

‘13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#25124, 52k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,750
‘15 FORD FUSION

Stk#24117, 17k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,888
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,888
‘16 CHEVY CRUZE

Stk#29008, 689k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,888
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,888
'13 FORD EXPLORER

Stk#20434, 27k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31719, 108k mi.

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

ALLLTITITITITIITIMAMAMAMAMAMAMAMA
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

‘16 CH
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$14,995
‘12 HONDA PILOT

Stk#6596, 21k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,588
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,588
‘14 NISSAN PATHFINDER

Stk#26411, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CICIIVIVIVIVIVIVIVICCCCCCC
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$7,500
'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 MER
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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    Major World  
 Breast Cancer  
    Major World  
 Breast Cancer  
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
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NO CREDIT 
NEEDED

See store for details.

OR0%APR FOR 6 YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required.

TOP NAME BRAND
MATTRESSES ON SALE
+ AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF†

MF1_NYC_WRAP_10.6_COMMUNITY_1

NOW $47499

SAVE $200
MEMORY FOAM QUEEN MATTRESS

off  our low price of $674.99

$19999

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

NEW LOW PRICE

FRIDAY - MONDAY COLUMBUS DAY SAVINGS

Introducing

with any Sleepy’s 
mattress purchase
(A $29.99 Value)

FREE***

COMFORT CLOUD

PILLOW

HOLIDAY HOURS: FRI & SAT 10AM - 8PM | SUNDAY 11AM - 6PM | MONDAY 10AM - 8PM
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EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2749.99 
Total to Pay

+AN ADDITIONAL
10% OFF†

KELSIE LUXURY FIRM

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$38 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1349.99 
Total to Pay

+AN ADDITIONAL
10% OFF†

100 FIRM

 

Experience the latest in 
Cooling Technology.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

BLUETOUCH 300 FIRM

Whether you’re looking for a mattress 
that keeps you cool, one with exceptional 

pressure relief or one with elevated comfort 
– or all three – we’ve got you covered.

MF1_NYC_WRAP_10.6_COMMUNITY_2_3
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$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2649.99 
Total to Pay

+AN ADDITIONAL
10% OFF†

GARRISON EXTRA FIRM

$37 Per Month**†

48 Months 
0% APR*

$1749.99 
Total to Pay

+AN ADDITIONAL
10% OFF†

PROVIDENCE PLUSH PILLOW TOP

Experience elevated
comfort at a great price.

LX510 FIRM

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2599.99 
Total to Pay

+AN ADDITIONAL
10% OFF†

Bringing together the best beds for every 
body and every budget.

EXCLUSIVELY AT EXCLUSIVELY AT 

EXCLUSIVELY AT 
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MF1_NYC_WRAP_10.6_COMMUNITY_4 

LUXURY FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$75999

+AN ADDITIONAL
10% OFF†

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$94999

+AN ADDITIONAL
10% OFF†

LUXURY FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$74999

SAVE $100
off  our low price of $849.99

+AN ADDITIONAL
10% OFF†

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$29999

SAVE $60
off  our low price of $359.99

CUSHION FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$39999

NEW LOW PRICE

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$49999

NEW LOW PRICE

PLUSH
QUEEN MATTRESS

$64999

SAVE $100
off  our low price of $749.99

+AN ADDITIONAL
10% OFF†

We’ll beat anyone’s price by 10%.
OUR LOW PRICE GUARANTEE†† L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEE™*†*

Your 120-night trial guarantees you’ll fall in love with your mattress.

FREE DELIVERY**

TOP NAME BRAND
MATTRESSES ON SALE
+ AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF†

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments 
required. *Off er valid 10/4/17-10/10/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in 
promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply 
to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the 
nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. †Save 
an additional 10% off  select name brand mattresses. Savings applied to listed sale price. Savings vary by mattress and model. Product selection may vary by store. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. Off er valid 10/4/17-10/10/17. See store for complete details. **Free delivery valid 
on purchases of $599.99 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 10/4/17-10/10/17. ***Free Pillow Off er: Receive a free Comfort Cloud pillow with any Sleepy’s brand mattress purchase, a $29.99 value. Free pillow has no cash value and cannot be used as credit towards purchase. 
Limited quantities available, off er valid 10/4/17-10/10/17. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, 
clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, Craigslist, etc.) 
is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is 
responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$560. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our 
advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 10/4/17-10/10/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM  |   OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONS
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 10/06/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,800
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
‘07 HONDA RIDGELINE

Stk#34182, 127k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#33670, 33k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

‘15 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
‘15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

Stk#32423, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

GHLALANDNDEER
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$35,888
‘16 BMW X5

Stk#29561, 17k mil.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,888
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROKOKOKEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$8,500
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$18,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

SCACACAAPEPEPEPEPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$13,888
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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SEEENTNTNTNTNTRARARARARA
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

ROROOOGUGUGUGUGUEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

‘14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

UURARARARARA ONONONONONO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

 Proudly Supports
 Awareness Month
 Proudly Supports
 Awareness Month
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE. 
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Lunch at the Expo if you register by October 15th

FREE Valet Parking

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

elderly

2:30 pm 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. Same seminars 
and times for both expos. Seminar schedule & topics 
subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Sunday, 
November 12th

10am–4pm
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FOREST HILLS
7100 Yellowstone Boulevard

Forest Hills, NY 11375

2 Expos

2 Locations

S P O N S O R S
as of Oct. 4, 2017

The Allure Group
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V arious insurance plans protect 
individuals from financial ca-
lamity. Insurance works by re-

quiring policy holders to pay a pre-
mium. In the event of an accident or 
incident, a claim can be filed and the 
insurance company will reimburse 
the person for expenses, minus the 
deductible.

Health insurance is one type of 
insurance that people have to man-
age their health and well-being. 
There’s also another, perhaps lesser-
known insurance that can prove in-
valuable. It is called long-term care 
insurance.

Long-term care insurance is an 
insurance product that is found pri-

marily in the United States, Canada, 
and the United Kingdom. It generally 
covers assisted living needs, home 
care, hospice care, adult day care, 
and other requirements of senior 
living or health management. Peo-
ple who invest in this are planning 
ahead for the times when they may no 
longer be able to care for themselves 
without assistance. It will help offset 
the ever-rising costs associated with 
specialized senior housing and nurs-
ing facilities.

Traditional healthcare insurance 
and government-sponsored plans 
(i.e., Medicare in the United States) 
will not pay for daily, extended care 
services. The AARP notes that these 

other plans may only cover a short 
stay in a sub-acute rehabilitation 
center or nursing home, or pay for 
a limited amount of at-home care. 
Long-term care insurance can help 
families finance the cost of medical 
care when all other options will not. 

Long-term care insurance should 
be looked into early in life, as policies 
often cost less if purchased when one 
is younger and in good health. Peo-
ple in poor health or already receiv-
ing long-term care services may not 
qualify for it outright. But there are 
some workarounds, including buy-
ing a limited amount of coverage or 
coverage at a higher “nonstandard” 
rate. Some policies do not require 

medical underwriting, and these 
may be advantageous to people with 
preexisting health conditions.

When shopping for policies, look 
into how long the insurance will pay. 
Some policies include limits on how 
long or how much providers will pay 
for care, with some plans maxing out 
at two to five years. Other policies 
may not implement a term limit. 

Speak with a tax specialist as 
well, as premiums paid on a long-
term care insurance products may 
be tax deductible. 

Long-term care insurance is a way 
for individuals to finance the often 
expensive costs for medical services 
that may be required as one ages.  

The basics on long-term care insurance
Make the costs of various eldercare services more affordable through the purchase of long-term care insurance.
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Ohel offers seniors free at home behavioral
counseling for loneliness, isolation and coping

with everyday aging.

Case management is available

For more information, please contact Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services,

                         English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Creole, Hebrew and Yiddish Speaking

Eldercare Services

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND & QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

The OHEL/Lifetime Care Foundation maintains 
a Medicaid Community Trust and is helping elderly

New Yorkers remain at home and avoid entering
a nursing home.

ELDERCARE TODAY

H eart health should be a concern for people of 
all ages, but especially so for men and women 
over 50. That’s because, according to the Amer-

ican Heart Association, even those who are free of 
cardiovascular disease at age 50 are at a signifi cant 
lifetime risk of developing the disease.

But heart disease does not have to be an accepted 
byproduct of aging. For example, a 2014 study pub-
lished in the Association’s journal “Circulation” 
found that maintaining or increasing physical ac-
tivity after age 65 can improve the heart’s well-being 
and lower risk of heart attack. 

In addition to increasing physical activity as they 
age, older men and women who understand heart 
disease and learn to recognize its symptoms have a 
greater chance of minimizing its affects and lower-
ing their risk of having a heart attack:

What are the symptoms 
of heart disease?

Heart disease is a blanket term used to describe a 
host of conditions, so symptoms vary depending on 
each individual condition. The following are some of 
the more widely known conditions and their symp-
toms:

Hypertension: Also known as high blood pres-
sure, hypertension is a largely symptomless form of 
heart disease. The Association notes that the idea 
that hypertension produces symptoms such as dif-
fi culty sleeping, facial fl ushing, nervousness, and 
sweating is a misconception. Symptoms typically do 
not alert men and women to the presence of hyper-
tension, highlighting the emphasis you should place 
on routine visits to the doctor’s offi ce, where your 

blood pressure can be taken.
Heart attack: The symptoms of a heart attack 

are different than the symptoms of heart disease that 
may lead to heart attack. The former can be found by 
visiting www.heart.org. Signs that you may be head-
ing toward a heart attack include undue fatigue, pal-
pitations (the sensation that your heart is skipping 
a beat or beating too rapidly), dyspnea (diffi culty or 
labored breathing), chest pain, or discomfort from 
increased activity.

Arrhythmia: Arrhythmia means your heart-
beat is irregular, and men and women often mis-
takenly believe arrhythmia only affl icts those who 
already have been diagnosed with heart disease or 
have had a heart attack. But arrhythmia can affect 
even those men and women who have healthy hearts 
and no history of cardiovascular disease. Symptoms 
of arrhythmia can vary greatly, from a single prema-
ture beat to a series of premature beats that occur in 
rapid succession. Arrhythmia that lasts long enough 

to affect heart function may include symptoms such 
as rapid heartbeat, fatigue, dizziness, lightheaded-
ness, shortness of breath, and chest pain.

How can I protect my heart?
Heart-healthy habits take some effort, but men 

and women can protect their hearts regardless of 
their ages:

Get suffi cient exercise. At least 30 minutes of 
exercise per day can protect against disease.

Quit smoking. Smoking increases your risk for 
a host of ailments, including heart disease. Quitting 
is a great way to start getting your heart and other 
parts of your body back on track.

Include heart-healthy foods in your diet. A 
diet that is rich in fruits and vegetables and low in 
cholesterol, salt, and saturated fat promotes heart 
health.

Don’t drink alcohol to excess. Like smoking, 
drinking alcohol to excess can lead to a host of prob-
lems, such as high blood pressure, arrhythmia, and 
high cholesterol, each of which increases your risk 
of heart disease.

Lose weight. Being overweight or obese is a ma-
jor risk factor for heart disease. If you have already 
started to exercise daily and eat a more heart-healthy 
diet, then you’re on your way to losing weight. Con-
sult your physician if diet and exercise don’t seem to 
be helping you to shed pounds.

Heart disease kills millions of people across the 
globe each year, many of whom are over 50. But men 
and women who learn about heart disease and how 
to reduce their risk stand a far greater chance of 
fi ghting the disease.  

Keep heart running strong into your golden years

Thirty minutes of exercise a day promotes a healthy heart.
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Cost-saving 
�������

Help from Our 
Experts

Doctors You 
Know and Trust
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Medicare Advantage and 
Dual Advantage Plans for 2018
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• $0 monthly plan premium

• $0 deductible for prescription drugs

• $0 copay for preferred generic drugs

• $0 or low copay for doctor visits

• $0 copay for annual dental checkup

• Prepaid, over-the-counter card for non-
prescription, health-related items

• ���������	��
���������

• Discounts for hearing devices*

• Transportation...and much more!

Annual Election Period (AEP) is October 15 - December 7, 2017 
Call us today! 1-800-860-8707 ����1-800-558-1125

Monday–Sunday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from October 1–February 14
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from February 15–September 30

�����
������������"�
�������� H3328_FC 17122 Accepted

This is not a complete listing of plans available in your service area. For a complete listing, contact the 
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ELDERCARE TODAY

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
This is an important time of year for 
older adults.  Between Oct. 15 and Dec. 
7 Medicare recipients can change their 
health insurance plan without penalty. 
Every year for almost two months, the 
federal government offers an “open en-
rollment” period when seniors can re-
view, tweak their current policy or fi nd 
a plan that better fi ts their needs.

During open enrollment recipients 
can switch from Medicare Part B (Origi-
nal Medicare) to a Medicare Part C Plan 
(Medicare Advantage Plan). They may 
also switch from a Medicare Advantage 
Plan to Original Medicare or from one 
Medicare Advantage plan to another. 
During the same time period, partici-
pants can change or enroll in a Medigap 
plan and change their Medicare Part D 
prescription plan. Any changes that are 
made during open enrollment will go 
into effect on Jan. 1, 2018.

Selecting the right plan can be stress-
ful especially if you do not understand 
what each offers. To help you make an 
educated decision, here is an explana-
tion of the A, B, C’s and D’s of Medicare 
choices during open enrollment.

Medicare is the federal govern-
ment’s medical insurance plan that 
covers the cost of health care for most 
adults aged 65 and over. It may cover 
some younger individuals with special 

medical requirements as well. Medi-
care is divided into two parts. Part A 
covers hospitalization and nursing 
home care. Medicare Part B covers 
outpatient services.  Medicare Part 
A is not one of the options that can 
be changed during open enrollment 
although some Medicare Advantage 
Plans limit you select hospitals.

Medicare Part B includes doctor 
visits, outpatient medical procedures, 
equipment and some medical tests 
such as HIV screening, mammograms, 
prostate cancer screening, fl u shots 
and diabetes tests. Medicare Part B is 
a nationwide health plan with partici-
pating doctors located anywhere in the 
U.S. This can be a major advantage. A 
major disadvantage is that Part B does 
NOT cover most dental care, eye ex-
ams, hearing aids, alternative medi-
cine, and cosmetic surgery and it does 
not subsidize prescription drugs. To 
acquire these services a participant 
must join a supplementary insurance 
plan called a Medigap plan and a Medi-
care Part D prescription plan.

Medigap Plans are health plans 
supplied by private companies that 
are designed to supplement Medicare. 
They cover copayments, coinsurance, 
and annual deductibles.  The costs of 
these plans vary, depending on what 
they offer. They all cover co-payment 

costs not covered by Medicare and can 
provide additional services such as vi-
sion, hearing, and dental care. 

Medicare Part C, also called Medi-
care Advantage Plans, are private 
health plans that are approved by the 
federal government. Some of the bet-
ter known plans are Fidelis, United 
Healthcare, Aetna Healthcare al-
though there are many more. Some 
of these plans offer their services at 
the same price as Original Medicare 
while others require higher premiums 
because they cover additional medical 
services like dental and eye care.

Advantage plans do not require 
participants to sign up for a Medigap 
or prescription plan. These services 
are usually included in the plan. 

Medicare Part D is the federal gov-
ernment’s drug program that subsi-

dizes the cost of prescription drugs 
for Original Medicare participants. 
Private companies that are approved 
by the federal government offer these 
plans. Each plan must offer a selection 
of medicines in specifi ed drug catego-
ries called formularies. Some plans of-
fer generics formularies instead of spe-
cifi c brand names, so recipients who 
are partial to taking a brand over a ge-
neric drug should check that their med-
icine is offered in their Part D plan.

What plan is best for you?  This de-
pends on your medical needs. Before 
you make a decision ask yourself the 
following questions: Will the new plan 
include your doctors and your medica-
tions? Can you afford payments?  Does 
the plan include your hospital prefer-
ences? If you plan to move, will your 
plan still cover you?

Medicare’s open enrollment period 
is a great opportunity for every senior 
to customize his medical needs but it 
is important to do your research be-
fore switching or retaining a plan.

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care ad-
vocate and founder of ElderCareGiv-
ing, a service that helps families make 
care decisions for aging loved ones. 
She teaches advocacy skills to caregiv-
ers and professionals. For more infor-
mation visit her website www.joanna-
leefer.com.

Understanding Medicare Open Enrollment

Do research to choose the right health plan 
 iStock
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REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your wife needs  
help after her stroke 
and she can’t even 
ask for it. 

Now what? 

The transition home from the hospital may be 

complicated. The Visiting Nurse Service of New 

York can help. Our skilled rehabilitation therapists 

will work to rebuild her speech, movement and 

memory, while our nurses will be there to help 

manage pain, monitor vitals and assist with 

medication. With rehabilitation services that 

enhance the recovery process, the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now. 

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOUR 

LOVED ONE MAKE THE BEST RECOVERY POSSIBLE 

WITH VNSNY REHABILITATION THERAPIES.  

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

One of the questions I’m frequently 
asked is, “What is the difference 
between early onset and early 

stage Alzheimer’s disease?” Under-
standing the difference is the key to 
getting both a good diagnosis and de-
veloping a good care plan.

First, the basics. Alzheimer’s dis-
ease is an irreversible, progressive 
brain disorder that slowly destroys 
memory and thinking skills and, even-
tually, the ability to carry out the ac-
tivities of daily living. Most symptoms 
after the age of 65. More than half of 
those over 85 have Alzheimer’s or some 
related form of dementia.

Regardless of the age of onset, we call 
the fi rst phase of Alzheimer’s, early stage. 
During the early stage, individuals, re-
gardless of age, experience mild symp-
toms including memory loss. They may 
also take longer to complete daily tasks, 
lose things more frequently and may have 
personality and behavior changes. 

However, some people develop Al-
zheimer’s before the age of 65. Tradi-
tionally, this was called early onset Al-
zheimer’s. To reduce the confusion, many 
experts now refer to this as young-onset 
Alzheimer’s. Today, young-onset, which 
affects individuals in their 30s, 40s, and 
50s, accounts for 10 percent of all Alzheim-
er’s cases.  While each case of Alzheimer’s 
progresses differently, individuals with 
young-onset experience the same early 
stage symptoms as an older person.

Because we do not anticipate a 
younger person developing Alzheimer’s, 
young-onset may take longer to diagnose 
and has a very powerful impact on fam-
ilies and friends. A diagnosis will affect 
an individual’s ability to work and re-
ceive employee medical and other ben-
efi ts. Those with young-onset may have 
young families, who will need to reorga-
nize their entire lives to manage this un-
expected life crisis. A strong support sys-
tem and a comprehensive fi nancial, legal, 
and personal care strategy will be essen-
tial, as will be planning for the diffi cult, 
but essential end-of-life decisions.

No matter what a person’s age, a com-

prehensive and accurate diagnosis in the 
early stage of the disease allows individ-
uals and families the maximum time to 
plan and access resources for good care. 
There is solid research to show that good 
care may help preserve daily function-
ing for longer periods, even if the under-
lying Alzheimer’s progression cannot be 
stopped or reversed.

With every Alzheimer’s diagnosis, re-
gardless of the age of onset, the most im-
portant resource is support from family, 
friends, and professionals who are edu-
cated about the disease and how best to 
manage the implications for the individ-
ual’s quality of life.  Individuals and their 
families should know that Alzheimer’s is 
a physical, not a mental illness. When in-
dividuals are diagnosed in the early stage 
of the disease, they can continue to have 
a meaningful and productive life with the 
support of friends and family for some 
time by engaging in the activities and in-
terests they enjoy.

A diagnosis in the early stage also al-
lows individuals and families affected by 
the diagnosis to connect with experts and 
organizations like CaringKind, where 
they can develop support networks, care-
giving skills and access the resources 
they will need throughout the course of 
the disease.

If you or someone you know is exhibit-
ing symptoms of impairment at any age, 
it is important to fi nd the resources for di-
agnosis and care as soon as possible. The 
dedicated professionals at CaringKind 
are available 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year to provide that counseling.

For more information about this or 
other topics related to Alzheimer’s disease 
or a related dementia, call CaringKind’s 
24-hour Helpline at (646) 744–2900 or visit 
www.caringkindnyc.org.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan

Contrasting ‘Early onset’ vs.
‘Early stage’ Alzheimer’s

An early diagnosis can be crucial in the care and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.
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ELDERCARE TODAY

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
This is an important time of year for older adults.  Be-
tween Oct. 15 and Dec. 7 Medicare recipients can change 
their health insurance plan without penalty. Every year 
for almost two months, the federal government offers 
an “open enrollment” period when seniors can review, 
tweak their current policy or fi nd a plan that better fi ts 
their needs.

During open enrollment recipients can switch from 
Medicare Part B (Original Medicare) to a Medicare Part 
C Plan (Medicare Advantage Plan). They may also switch 
from a Medicare Advantage Plan to Original Medicare 
or from one Medicare Advantage plan to another. Dur-

ing the same time period, participants can change or en-
roll in a Medigap plan and change their Medicare Part 
D prescription plan. Any changes that are made during 
open enrollment will go into effect on Jan. 1, 2018.

Selecting the right plan can be stressful especially 
if you do not understand what each offers. To help you 
make an educated decision, here is an explanation of the 
A, B, C’s and D’s of Medicare choices during open enroll-
ment.

Medicare is the federal government’s medical insur-
ance plan that covers the cost of health care for most 
adults aged 65 and over. It may cover some younger in-
dividuals with special medical requirements as well. 

Medicare is divided into two parts. Part A covers hospi-
talization and nursing home care. Medicare Part B cov-
ers outpatient services.  Medicare Part A is not one of the 
options that can be changed during open enrollment al-
though some Medicare Advantage Plans limit you select 
hospitals.

Medicare Part B includes doctor visits, outpatient 
medical procedures, equipment and some medical tests 
such as HIV screening, mammograms, prostate cancer 
screening, fl u shots and diabetes tests. Medicare Part B 
is a nationwide health plan with participating doctors 
located anywhere in the U.S. This can be a major ad-
vantage. A major disadvantage is that Part B does NOT 
cover most dental care, eye exams, hearing aids, alter-
native medicine, and cosmetic surgery and it does not 
subsidize prescription drugs. To acquire these services 
a participant must join a supplementary insurance plan 
called a Medigap plan and a Medicare Part D prescrip-
tion plan.

Medigap Plans are health plans supplied by private 
companies that are designed to supplement Medicare. 
They cover copayments, coinsurance, and annual de-
ductibles.  The costs of these plans vary, depending on 
what they offer. They all cover co-payment costs not cov-
ered by Medicare and can provide additional services 
such as vision, hearing, and dental care. 

Medicare Part C, also called Medicare Advantage 
Plans, are private health plans that are approved by the 
federal government. Some of the better known plans are 
Fidelis, United Healthcare, Aetna Healthcare although 
there are many more. Some of these plans offer their ser-
vices at the same price as Original Medicare while oth-
ers require higher premiums because they cover addi-
tional medical services like dental and eye care.

Advantage plans do not require participants to sign 
up for a Medigap or prescription plan. These services 
are usually included in the plan. 

Medicare Part D is the federal government’s drug 
program that subsidizes the cost of prescription drugs 
for Original Medicare participants. Private companies 
that are approved by the federal government offer these 
plans. Each plan must offer a selection of medicines in 
specifi ed drug categories called formularies. Some plans 
offer generics formularies instead of specifi c brand 
names, so recipients who are partial to taking a brand 
over a generic drug should check that their medicine is 
offered in their Part D plan.

What plan is best for you?  This depends on your med-
ical needs. Before you make a decision ask yourself the 
following questions: Will the new plan include your doc-
tors and your medications? Can you afford payments?  
Does the plan include your hospital preferences? If you 
plan to move, will your plan still cover you?

Medicare’s open enrollment period is a great oppor-
tunity for every senior to customize his medical needs 
but it is important to do your research before switching 
or retaining a plan.

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care advocate and 
founder of ElderCareGiving, a service that helps families 
make care decisions for aging loved ones. She teaches ad-
vocacy skills to caregivers and professionals. For more in-
formation visit her website www.joannaleefer.com.

Understanding Medicare Open Enrollment

Do research to choose the right health plan 
 iStock

Is  your  loved  one  suffering  from
agitation      due     to    Alzheimer’s      Disease?
Free treatment
for individuals
with Alzheimer’s
disease who have
symptoms of
agitation or
aggression

If  interested,   please   call  (646) 774-8668

In this research
study, eligible

participants
ages 55-95

will receive free:

-  Medical evaluation
-  Monitoring of memory

and other intellectual
functions

-  12 weeks of study
treatment with

help in behavioral
management
from experts

���������	
�

Columbia University
Medical Center
Discover. Educate. Care. Lead.

A caregiver needs to be involved during the research study period

The study is conducted at the New York State Psychiatric
Institute/Columbia University Medical Center and is
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Dominican spirit on display
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At the front of the Queens Dominican Parade on 37th Avenue, Council member Daniel Dromm (r.) walks with the parade officials. Need a hat? Or a flag? This vendor has it covered.

Dancers perform in traditional full skirts and peasant 
blouses.

Dominican carnival costumes are a mixture of all sorts of fabrics and color, but the ones depicting the devil generally 
get the biggest reaction.

Enthusiastic crowds line the streets behind the barriers.
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

What is a dwelling?What is a dwelling?
Ancestral Pueblo peoples con-Ancestral Pueblo peoples con-

sidered the cliff dwellings of Mesa sidered the cliff dwellings of Mesa 
Verde (located today at the national Verde (located today at the national 
park in Colorado) home from about park in Colorado) home from about 
A.D. 550 to 1300.  For more than 700 A.D. 550 to 1300.  For more than 700 
years, they and their descendants years, they and their descendants 
lived and flourished there.lived and flourished there.

Centuries later, global inhabit-Centuries later, global inhabit-
ants dwelled and raised families in ants dwelled and raised families in 
tents made from animal skins. As tents made from animal skins. As 
time passed, they were content to time passed, they were content to 
call cozy, handmade huts home be-call cozy, handmade huts home be-
fore learning how to build houses.fore learning how to build houses.

Indeed, home is where the heart Indeed, home is where the heart 
is. And there are many ways to inter-is. And there are many ways to inter-
pret “Dwelling,” as curious Queens pret “Dwelling,” as curious Queens 
residents happily discovered when residents happily discovered when 
they came across unexpected ar-they came across unexpected ar-
tistic installations that popped up tistic installations that popped up 
across Long Island City, Astoria, across Long Island City, Astoria, 
Jackson Heights and Rego Park on a Jackson Heights and Rego Park on a 
recent Saturday afternoon.recent Saturday afternoon.

The 4th annual Queens Art In-The 4th annual Queens Art In-
tervention took Queens by storm tervention took Queens by storm 
on Sept. 23, with 12 incredible inter-on Sept. 23, with 12 incredible inter-
ventions conceived and presented ventions conceived and presented 
by 13 neighborhood artists. All fo-by 13 neighborhood artists. All fo-

cused on an important topic – one cused on an important topic – one 
that probably resonates with every that probably resonates with every 
New Yorker. New Yorker. 

Over the past year, local social Over the past year, local social 
practice nonprofit RPGA Studio has practice nonprofit RPGA Studio has 
been investigating what it means to been investigating what it means to 
dwell in New York City.dwell in New York City.

“Because there is so much go-“Because there is so much go-
ing on around what we call home ing on around what we call home 
(homelessness, refugees, housing, (homelessness, refugees, housing, 
tiny living...), we introduced ‘Dwell-tiny living...), we introduced ‘Dwell-
ing’ as our QAI theme this year,” ing’ as our QAI theme this year,” 
said RPGA Studio’s founder and ex-said RPGA Studio’s founder and ex-
ecutive director Yvonne Shortt, who ecutive director Yvonne Shortt, who 
created this special program.created this special program.

Well-known for her community-Well-known for her community-
oriented work, Shortt recently or-oriented work, Shortt recently or-
ganized and took part in the build-ganized and took part in the build-
ing of a tiny house on wheels, with ing of a tiny house on wheels, with 
mostly female volunteers. During mostly female volunteers. During 
QAI Community Engagement Day, QAI Community Engagement Day, 
folks got a tour of the cozy win-folks got a tour of the cozy win-
dowed abode, parked in the drive-dowed abode, parked in the drive-
way of her Rego Park studio. It has way of her Rego Park studio. It has 
a Zen vibe and features a tea table, a Zen vibe and features a tea table, 
around which conversations about around which conversations about 
… yes, dwelling, as well as commu-… yes, dwelling, as well as commu-
nity issues, are welcomed through-nity issues, are welcomed through-
out October. out October. 

Beyond that, the house will be Beyond that, the house will be 

transformed every month or two, as transformed every month or two, as 
its purpose changes, but will always its purpose changes, but will always 
serve the Queens community and serve the Queens community and 
remain an incubator for new ideas.remain an incubator for new ideas.

Provocative QAI2017 projects Provocative QAI2017 projects 
included architectural, art perfor-included architectural, art perfor-

mance, visual and photographic mance, visual and photographic 
interventions that sparked con-interventions that sparked con-
versations and encouraged public versations and encouraged public 
interaction. Each participant had interaction. Each participant had 
something to say.something to say.

AROUND THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD

Annual Queens Art Intervention 
takes borough by storm

Continued on Page 56

“Corazón Entristecido” was presented at Jackson Heights’ Travers Park by neighbor-
hood artist and Ecuador native Domenica Garcia.  Photo courtesy of Domenica Garcia
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Answers in Sports

The Hand That Was Dealt 
— Fast decisions often come 
with consequences.  Ones 
that not only affect yourself, 
but also your family and all 
of those around you. In this 
fi rst episode, we see how one 
family is changed when given 
“The Hand That Was Dealt.”
When: Sept. 28 - Sept. 30 
at 8 p.m.; Oct. 1, at 5 p.m.
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $30 for one ticket, 
$27.50 each for two tickets
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker. All she can think 
about is her latest scheme to 
become a ballerina. Her Mom 
and Dad, Queen Patience and 
King Loadsadough, want her to 
focus on her Princess duties. 
Luckily, her four maids and the 
Chancellor and Lady-in-Waiting 
are on hand to help make her 

dream come true. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 14, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for 
children; $40 for family of 
four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Sense and Sensibility 
— After the untimely and 
unexpected death of 
their father, two sisters 
are forced to leave their 
comfortable lives. Their 
only hope is a profitable 
marriage. Seduction, 
courtship, love, heartbreak 
and surprise abound in this 
classic romantic comedy. 
Aquila Theatre expands the 
canon of classical works in 
this bold and exciting new 
production.
When: Oct. 20, at 2 p.m.; 
Oct. 21, at 2 p.m. and 8 
p.m.; Oct. 22, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre

Cost: $42; $35 for 
members; $25 rear side 
seats; $20 front side seats
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org/sense-
and-sensibility

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — 
The play revolves around 
Pirate Pete, a lovable 
rogue on a mission to 
find his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly. Armed with 
an endearing crew of 
misfits, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fights, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, Oct. 28, 
at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, 
$15 for adults; $40 family 
four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

- The New Yorker
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Sunday, October 15, 2017 • Noon - 5:00 PM
Great Neck Plaza

Contributing Sponsor:

Event / Title Sponsor:

Classic Cars Rides Meade Brothers
Special Appearance: 

The BatmobileClassic Cars Rides Meade Brothers
Special Appearance: 

The Batmobile

Look What’s Happening 
at our 33rd Annual 
AutoFest and Street Festival

 (Raindate: October 22, 2017)  •  For more information, call 516-829-1301

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

In the 1940s and ’50s, many 
folks who lived in Addisleigh 
Park in St. Albans made up a 
virtual Who’s Who of African-
American celebrities and music 
legends: Singer Ella Fitzgerald, 
jazz musicians John Coltrane 
and Milt “Judge” Hinton, singer 
and actress Lena Horne, and 
jazz great Fats Waller, to name 
a few.

By 1952, the area became 
known as home to some of the 
most gifted African-Americans 
in New York. 

Rising guitarist/bandleader/
composer Bayo Fayemi and his 
group of talented young musi-
cians, play cool, rhythmically 
contagious music, inspired by 
that memorable jazz scene. 

During a recent perfor-
mance at King Manor Museum 
in Jamaica, they performed an 
eclectic mix of original songs, 
as well as tunes that were made 
famous by those iconic jazz lu-
minaries.

“I played a set dedicated to 
a number of musicians who 
have lived in Addisleigh Park, 
like Milt “Judge” Hinton, Fats 
Waller, John Coltrane, Earl Bos-
tic, and Ella Fitzgerald,” said 
Fayemi, who calls St. Albans 
home. “Our great band did our 
best to honor the tradition, as 
well as pushing it forward.”

But describing his true mu-
sic style, the artist said he’s re-
ally into black American music, 
and that’s what he loves to play. 

“Well, this event was not a 
typical night for us,” Fayemi 
said. 

“The wonderful people at 
King’s Manor Museum contact-
ed me about a night honoring 
the greats that lived in the area. 
This gave me a chance to dig 
into the awesome history that is 
jazz in St. Albans. 

“Generally, the group plays 
my own modern jazz composi-
tions and the occasional stan-
dard. My compositions are gen-
erally reflective of my personal 
feelings or thoughts during a 

particular point in my life. A 
more recent one, titled ‘There 
was Doubt,’ was an attempt to 
conceptualize the need to fin-
ish college (I now hold a BA in 
Music Performance from CUNY 
York College).”

Bayo Fayemi Group is gener-
ally made up of five or six mu-
sicians playing upright bass, 
drums, piano/keyboard – the 
typical jazz rhythm section. 

Then there’s a saxophonist 
playing melody, who may be 
joined by a trumpet player.  And 
leading the bunch is Fayemi on 
electric guitar.

“My band members are usu-
ally comprised of sidemen from 
my days at CUNY or stellar 
musicians I have met or were 
referred to me in the New York 
City music scene,” he said. 

“This is generally how most 
jazz groups come together.” 

The band that played at Kings 
Manor included past students of 
CUNY York, SUNY Purchase, 
and current students aiming for 

Rising musician brings mix 
of eclectic songs to Queens

Continued on Page 56
St. Albans musician Bayo Fayemi recently performed at 
Kings Manor in Jamaica.  Photo courtesy of Danielle Smith



54    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, OCT. 6-12, 2017 TL

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Oct. 6-12, 2017

By Ed Canty

Birds of a Feather
Across
11. Test sites
5. "A ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
9. Bottle filler?
13. A little of a 
large lot?
14. Bigger than big
15. Bakery treat
16. Which came first ?
19. Storm area
20. Well-grounded 
birds?
21. Civics, e.g.
22. Ladder part
23. Algonquian Indian
24. Owns up to
27. Like some photos
31. "... ___ a good 
night!'
32. Dog biter
33. Italian monk
34. Post-Thanks-
giving meal
38. Fashion letters
39. Granny's other 
daughter
40. Slangy greetings
41. Mukluk material
44. Like bright nights
45. "Put ___ on it!"
46. Gouge or chisel
47. Breakfast 
beverage
50. A fish that nags?
51. A chilling idea?
54. Fonzie's do
57. Contents of 
some urns
58. It may get into 
a jamb

59. Itsy-bitsy bit
60. Cong. period
61. "A Death in the 
Family" author
62. Washington 
capital?

Down
1. Shoestring
2. Hurting
3. A French cheese
4. "Hold on a ___!"
5. All great 
crosswords have 
them
6. Accumulate,  
as a bill
7. Freudian topics
8. Always, in verse
9. Shots on lots
10. Broke ground?

11. Actress Swenson
12. Cribbage markers
15. Pumps and clogs
17. Whistler in the 
kitchen
18. Bad place for 
a frog
22. Jockey shirt 
material
23. Chin indentation
24. A.B.A. 
members
25. Drench
26. An ex of the 
Donald
27. Senator-astronaut
28. "Alas,..."
29. Certain 
computer message
30. Full of lip
32. Liquid
35. Washington city

36. Armed sea 
creatures?
37. Lab container
42. Potato pancakes
43. Tarts
44. "And what is 
-- as..."
46. California 
border lake
47. Modern info 
holders
48. "Great" English 
river
49. Academies: Abbr.
50. Dance for 
plumbers?
51. Bit of Windows 
dressing?
52. Adorable
53. Brief guesses?
55. "Apple cider" gal
56. Brazilian port
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LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OLD GLORY
C A R T C H A T S B A L D
P L E A R O D E O A L A R
R E D B E A N S A N D R I C E
C O U N T S E A N C E S

S E A R R E E D S
M A O R I S I M O N S
O C T A L S T O W R A M
W H I T E H O U S E S T A F F
S E C A R A T H A G A R

P E S T L E U S E R S
A L B U M S L A T
B U R R I T O N U R S E
B L U E R I B B O N P A N E L
A L I E N I E C E T I L E
S S N S E T N A S A P S E

⦁

⦁

⦁

⦁

⦁ ⦁

⦁ ⦁

⦁  

⦁

⦁ ⦁

Greater Port Washington 
Business Improvement District

FILM

Escapes — ”Escapes” shows 
how one man’s personal 
journey can unexpectedly 
shape a medium’s future. 
When: Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30 
p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 8, at 2 p.m., 4 
p.m., and 6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Kid Flix 1 — In Kid Flix 1, a 
diverse community must put 
aside their differences to enjoy 
a tasty meal in “Stone Soup” 
(France/Belgium), a hungry 
creature devises a way to get 
his fi ll in “Tiger” (Germany), 
and a young croc enjoys a tasty 
treat in “Crocodile” (Germany). 
With visually innovative 
animation and many Audience 
Award winners from NYICFF 
2017, Kid Flix 1 is truly delicious 
for young viewers. Fourteen 
short fi lms will be shown.

When: Saturday, Oct. 7, at 11 
a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Kid Flix 2 — In Kid Flix 2, a 
teenage monster confronts a 
bully in “Welcome to My Life” 
(USA), a Japanese -Australian 
boy fi nds adventure in his 
lunchbox in “Riceballs” 
(Australia), and a competitive 
swimmer must prove that 
big talent can come in small 
packages in “Little Mouse” 
(Hungary). This program 
features live action and 
animated shorts from the 
NYICFF 2017 that offer witty 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 60
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

Now that I’m back 
at sea level after nearly 
two weeks in the state 
of New Mexico, it’s time 
to resume my comments 
and musings on the state 
of our local theater.

For those of you geo-
graphically challenged, 
New Mexico is in the 
southwestern part of the 
country, between Texas 
and Arizona, where my 
first wife and I vaca-
tioned, mainly in Santa 
Fe, at an elevation of 
7,000 feet. There are lots 
of mountains, high des-
ert and open spaces in 
New Mexico, the fifth 
largest state in size with 
a population less than 
the borough of Queens.

One of the most in-
teresting emails in my 
absence, which should 

appeal to you talented 
theater folks, was from 
Matthew O’Keeffe of 
the Queens Urban Park 
Rangers.  Ranger Matt 
is looking for dozens of 
volunteer actors for the 
Haunted Lantern Tour 
to make “various spooky 
scenes” come alive in 
the annual Halloween 
event at Fort Totten.

Last year more than 
2,100 people showed up 
to enjoy this “spine-
tingling” event, and a 
bigger turnout is antici-
pated this year.

Scheduled for Friday 
and Saturday, Oct. 27-28, 
the Haunted Lantern 
Tour is one of the most 
popular programs of-
fered by the Urban Park 
Rangers, which runs 
tours of the fortress and 
surrounding wildlife 
throughout the year.  It 
sounds like a lot of fun 
and it gives you actors 
a chance to benefit the 
community.  For more 

information call Fort 
Totten at 718-352-1769, or 
email matthew.okeeffe@
parks.nyc.gov.

For more Hallow-
een, check out The Kill-
ing Kompany’s comedy 
murder mystery dinner 
show at Riccardo’s in 
Astoria Oct. 27th, “Mur-
der at the Halloween 
Ball.”

Debbie Starker has 
been publishing an on-
line weekly newsletter, 
Deb’s Web, about the-
ater happenings for 17 
years, but she’s calling 
it quits in November.  
This invaluable free 
service has featured au-
dition notices and per-
formance dates, mainly 
geared to Long Island 
but also some events in 
Queens, and its absence 
will be a great loss.  A 
new group, the Long 
Island Community The-
atre Cooperative, has 
been established to pick 
up the slack.  Hopefully, 

Queens will not be over-
looked.

LocalTheatreN Y.

com, run by Roger 

Gonzalez, continues 
to thrive.  That site in-
cludes notices about 
Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan productions, as well 
as Queens. And another 
source for community 
theater listings is Char-

lene Greenberg’s Spot-
light on Stage.

A couple of organiza-
tions you should know 
about are the Queens 
Council on the Arts, 
now in its 51st year as 
the borough wide arts 
council, which provides 
grants to nonprofit com-
panies, and Theatre 
Resources Unlimited, 
celebrating its 25th an-
niversary in November.

November is also the 
month in which most of 
our local groups start 
their season.  Three mu-
sical productions that 
have come to my atten-

tion are: “Young Fran-
kenstein” (Royal Star 
Theatre), “She Loves 
Me” (Parkside Players), 
and “Little Shop of Hor-
rors” (Theatre by the 
Bay).

Meanwhile, the 
award-winning Astoria 
Performing Arts Center 
presents the world pre-

miere of “Veil’d,” a play 
by New York-based play-
wright Monet Hurst-

Mendoza, and next 
spring it will produce 
“Follies,” a musical that 
we Stephen Sondheim 
fans can’t get enough of.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at rbhofc@gmail.com.

The state of theater in Queens
Several interesting productions on the ledger in the borough

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

The Queens Urban Park Rangers are looking for dozens 
of volunteer actors for the Haunted Lantern Tour to make 
“various spooky scenes” come alive in the annual Halloween 
event at Fort Totten.
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Three of the artists 
weighed in about their out-
of-the-box interventions.

Hiromi Niizeki, 
Astoria: “Dwelling with 
Thousands Windows” at 
Murray Playground, LIC

Thousands of used 
junk mail envelopes with 
windows were glued to-
gether one-by-one by the 
artist, a Tokyo native.

For over 20 years, Ni-
izeki has built and exhib-
ited installations in New 
York City, using discard-
ed materials.

“I did not come to USA 
for better life, as many 
other immigrants,” 
she said. “My parents 
worked very hard and 
we lived in a large house, 
comes with all modern 
facilities and electronics 
in suburban Tokyo.

“It looked like a great 
life, however, our family 
fell apart.”

This project seemed 
to symbolize that not 
all is as it seems. Some-
times, you see people 
and think, ‘Oh, they’re 
probably happy and do-
ing very well,’ but if you 
peer inside their home 
– through revealing win-
dows – you may find out 
otherwise.

“I wanted people to 
stop by my dwell, see it, 
touch it, enter it, sit in-
side, try to hear the inter-
esting sound of it, paint 
on it, add more windows, 
and think about what 
‘Dwell’ means to you,” 
the artist explained.

After dark, with some 

small lights up, it was 
transformed and “be-
came more private in-
side; whispering voices 
were too low to under-
stand from outside.”

Domenica Garcia, Jackson 
Heights: “Corazón 

Entristecido” at Travers 
Park, Jackson Heights

This mixed media art-
ist from Ecuador thought 
up an intriguing, but 
controversial, perfor-
mance piece that seemed 
wrought with social and 
political innuendo.

“Performing my piece 
in a public space for the 
first time was amazing,” 
Garcia said. “Having the 
opportunity to watch a 
personal piece transform 
into something that now 
belonged to the public, 
was memorable.”

“The piece never 
ceases to remind me that 

there is no choice but to 
say goodbye to indiffer-
ence and to face the trag-
edies of life with the soul 
and a sorrowful heart.”

Centered on “Pobre 
Corazón,” a traditional 
tune from the Ecuador-
ian musical genre, San-
juanito, the intervention 
was supposed to expose 
an attitude of indiffer-
ence towards violence in 
Latin America and the 
United States, according 
to Garcia.

“It juxtaposed ele-
ments from both cul-
tures (using iconic props 
like Café Bustelo, Maria 
cookies, and The New 
York Times), creating a 
parallel between both 
and ultimately compar-
ing this vast disappoint-
ment with a heartbreak,” 
he said.

Onlookers had mucho 
questions. 

“Many were inquir-

ing what was the specific 
reason of the blood (on 
the newspaper),” Garcia 
said. “Some curiously 
looked at the pages, hop-
ing to find a specific 
headline; some thought it 
was a physical injury be-
cause of the blood; others 
thought it was a lost rela-
tionship because of the 
song choice. The piece 
has no right answer. It 
interconnects political, 
personal and physical 
pain, allowing the viewer 
to choose its cause.”

Deborah Wasserman, 
Jackson Heights: 

“hos·pi·tal·i·ty” at 
Roosevelt Avenue 

“In my project, I 
wanted to bring ‘Hospi-
tality’ back to the table, 
so to speak, calling into 
question the way we, as 
individuals, as a commu-
nity, as a country, wel-

come others. How do we 
treat ‘The Stranger,’ ‘The 
Other’ amongst us?”

Inspired by her Jew-
ish upbringing, rich 
South American and 
Middle Eastern back-
ground, her life voyages 
and nomadic history, 
Wasserman makes per-
sonal, visceral, feminist 
and socially engaged art, 
centered on her “experi-
ences of being a woman, 
a migrant, a mother, and 
a worker in today’s divid-
ed, patriarchal society.”

While pondering the 
idea of bringing people 
together, “so they can in-
teract with one another 
in a manner that does 
not involve commerce 
or financial exchange, 
I thought about the an-
cient tradition of hospi-
tality dating back to the 
beginning of time,” said 
the artist. 

“Hospitality was 
practiced as a golden 
rule; as a shield to pro-
tect strangers and travel-
ers from hunger, thirst 
and potential enemies; a 
way to practice humility, 
gratitude and generosity; 
to straighten relation-
ships in divided commu-

nities.”
She said another 

aspect of her project 
is the “exploration of 
class, migration and 
nomadry. Having spent 
years in great finan-
cial uncertainty, I of-
ten contemplate the 
fate of those less fortu-
nate than me.  In a time 
where natural disaster 
and warfare produced 
more migrants and 
homeless people than 
I’m able to recall, it’s 
important for me to con-
textualize ‘Hospitality’ 
within the framework 
of grief and difficulty, 
so it doesn’t read as an 
empty slogan, but is 
rather grounded in to-
day’s reality.”

According to Shortt, 
from Dec. 13 through 
Jan. 20, RPGA Studio 
will be bringing its 
art installations to the 
Queens Museum’s com-
munity gallery for a QAI 
Exhibition, “with the 
hope of inspiring others 
to create interventions 
in their communities.”

To see more QAI 
projects, visit:  www.
regoparkgreenalliance.
org/qai2017 

INTERVENTION
Continued from Page 51 

degrees at both the BA and 
MA level at City College and 
Queens College, according 
to the 24-year-old musician.

Fayemi is already making 
a name for himself through-
out Gotham. As a bandlead-
er or sideman, he has played 
a variety of venues, includ-
ing B.B. King’s Lucille Room 
and Rockwood Music Hall 
in Manhattan, at Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center, and 
The Milton G. Bassin Per-
forming Arts Center at York 
College (located at 94-20 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica), 
where Fayemi and Friends 
will be returning and head-

lining a night of his original 
music, as part of their fall 
series, on Nov. 9, at 8 p.m.

You can also catch him 
groovin’ at Jamaica’s Air 
Train Jazz Festival, at 93-40 
Sutphin Blvd., on Nov. 16, at 
5 p.m., where he’ll be play-
ing some standards, along 
with his own songs 

The artist points out that, 
as far as jazz is concerned, it 
seems limited to restaurants 
and bars. 

“It’s not like Manhattan 
or Brooklyn that are dedi-
cated to the art form,” said 
Fayemi. “However, amazing 
venues like Flushing Town 
Hall, Jamaica Perform-
ing Arts Center, and King 
Manor Museum are making 
great strides to bring this 

amazing music to the citi-
zens of Queens.”

So, if you’re a jazz fan, or 
just in the mood for some re-
laxing, mellow sounds and 
upbeat jazz grooves, there 
are plenty of neighborhood 
spots across the borough to 
choose from. 

You can check out popu-
lar haunts like The Astor 
Room or Blackbird’s, and 
jazzy speakeasys like Cres-
cent & Vine in Astoria. Say-
ra’s Wine Bar on Rockaway 
Beach Blvd. is another good 
live jazz option. 

Other date or friends 
night out options include 
Hunter Point’s Domaine Bar 
a Vins, The Keep in Ridge-
wood, Jack & Nellie’s in 
Forest Hills, and La Flor in 

Woodside. Most, like John 
Brown Smokehouse in Long 
Island City, have live jazz on 
Sundays. 

If you’re celebrating Ok-
toberfest, the Forest Hills 
restaurant, aptly called 
Manor Oktobefest, features 
great jazz bands on Friday 
nights. 

Looking back, the artist 
remembered that as a bud-
ding musician his pursuit of 
music started “pretty late.” 

Though he was already 
14 or 15 when he got his first 
anxiously awaited guitar, he 
said, “I wouldn’t let that de-
ter me at all. In a private les-
son, touring jazz musician 
Matthew Stevens once told 
me, ‘It doesn’t matter how 
long it takes you to get there, 

as long as you get there one 
day.’ ”

Fayemi noted some of his 
favorite musicians and per-
formers are as Miles Davis, 
Christian Scott, Chance the 
Rapper, Lianna La Havas, 
Gilad Helmsman, and Isiah 
Sharkey.

“I just love their artistry 
and would like to incorpo-
rate their charisma and tech-
niques into my own playing 
and composing as I grow.

“I’m mostly inspired 
by the desire to always be 
moving forward. I believe 
success is measured by 
your own personal happi-
ness. When it comes to mu-
sic, I jokingly love to quote 
Chance, who said, ‘I’m just 
having fun with it!’ 

Continued from Page 53 

Fayemi

In her performance, hos·pi·tal·i·ty, artist Deborah Wasserman invites guests into her com-
munal Dwelling and offers them tea and hospitality.  Photo by Francena Ottley

Hiromi Niizeki presents “Dwelling with Thousands Windows” 
at Murray Playground in Long Island City.  
 Photo by Mayuko Fujino
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Saturday, October 14

WE’RE CELEBRATING THE HARVEST
‘ALLA FAMIGLIA’ PASTA NIGHT
WE’RE CELEBRATING THE HARVEST

‘ALLA FAMIGLIA’ PASTA NIGHT

ALL PASTA WILL BE UNLIMITED AND SERVED FAMILY STYLE

YOUR DINNER WILL INCLUDE:

COMPLIMENTARY APPLE MARTINI UPON ARRIVAL

HOT & COLD ANTIPASTO (TO START)
Salumi/cheeses/veggies/arancini/meatballs

MARKET SALAD / white balsamic vinaigrette

MAIN COURSE WILL BE A ‘PORTATA’ OF 5 PASTAS:
Rigatoni ‘Bolognese’ /classic meat sauce

Cavatelli ‘Gamberi’ / shrimp, tomatoes, chilies
Fusilli ‘Pesto’ / basil, pinoli, parmigiano

Penne ‘Puttanesca’ / spicy marinara, olives, capers
Tortellini ‘Panna’ / prosciutto, peas, roast shallots

DESSERT
Warm Apple Crisp / Vanilla Gelato

Buon Appetito!    Chef Franco Raicovich
Call for 7pm Reservations 718-224-8787

$35.95 
Plus Tax & Gratuity 

Children under 10 yrs old 

$25.00
 Plus Tax 

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston, NY 11363  

BY MERLE EXIT

The Queensboro Sym-
phony Orchestra comes to 
Mary’s Nativity Church on 
Sunday, Oct. 8, at 7:30 p.m. 
It will be joined by guitarist 
Kenneth Kam in a rare New 
York appearance. Ham will  
perform the U.S. premier of 
the guitar concerto Hachiko, 
by Fabrizio Ferraro.

Both artists have received 
critical acclaim internation-
ally. 

Also on the program is 
Mozart’s “Violin Concerto 
No. 3,” featuring Hanako 
Miyajima, and Brahms’ 
“Symphony No. 1.” Maestro 
Dong-hyun Kim will lead the 
orchestra. 

Composer–in-residence 
Paul Joseph talked about 
why Maestro Kim chose 
these particular pieces.

“Hachiko, the guitar con-
certo by internationally ac-
claimed artist Fabrizio Fer-
raro, was chosen because it 
is a U.S. premier of a contem-

porary piece of great melodic 
ingenuity and accessibility 
by a living composer. The 
guitar soloist will be Kenneth 

Kam, who has also achieved 
international notoriety.”

Joseph continued to say 
that the classic concerto by 

Mozart will be “an oppor-
tunity to feature one of the 
Queensboro Symphony Or-
chestra’s star soloists, Hana-

ko Miyajima.”
Rounding out the pro-

gram will be a cornerstone 
of the symphonic repertoire, 
the first of Brahms monu-
mental four symphonies.

Upcoming events include 
a pre-New Year’s Eve concert 
of Beethoven’s “Ninth Sym-
phony” with the Queensboro 
Symphony Orchestra Sym-
phonic Choir on  Dec. 29, at 
7:30 p.m., at Mary’s Nativity 
Church in Flushing, as well 
as other upcoming concerts 
to soon be announced.

The church is located at 
46-02 Parsons Blvd. (at Holly 
Ave.), Flushing. Tickets are 
not necessary and a free-will 
offering will graciously be ac-
cepted. Call (718) 359-5996.

And would you like to sing 
with others? The Queens-
boro Symphony Choir has 
weekly rehearsals leading 
up to Beethoven’s “Ninth 
Symphony” at year end, and 
other events to be added. For 
more information, email 
Qbsymphony@gmail.com

Queensboro Symphony Orchestra opens season

Left to right, Hanako Miyajima, Kae Nakano, Paul Joseph, Dong Hyun Kim, Jin Soo Lee.  Photo by Merle Exit

Renowned guitarist Kenneth Ham to perform guitar concerto Sunday at Mary’s Nativity Church
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BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

and wise takes on friends, 
family, and fi tting in. Eight 
short fi lms will be shown.
When: Sunday, Oct. 8, at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/
 

EVENTS

Annual Legislative Forum — 
Seniors, service professionals 
and those concerned about 
vital conditions of aging are 
invited to attend. Borough 
President Melinda Katz will 
give the opening remarks and 
elected offi cials from city, 
state, and federal government 
will be represented. 
When: Friday, Oct. 6, at 9 a.m.
Where: Queens Borough Hall
Contact: (718) 268-5954
Cost: Free

Annual Silent March Against 
Domestic Violence — Join 
Korean American Family 
Service Center for its 20th 
Annual Silent March against 
Domestic Violence.
When: Friday, Oct. 6, from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

Where: 37-05 Union St., 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 460-3800

Animal Care Trainee — This 
program teaches children 
about the unique responsibility 
of being an animal caretaker. 
Limited to eight participants 
ages 8-10. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 7, from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $23
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Columbus Day Parade — Head 
to Astoria for the annual 
Columbus Day Parade.
When: Saturday, Oct. 7, from 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: 34th Avenue between 
35th Street and 37th Street

Think Tank: Superhero 
Lightning Bolts — Children will 
explore their inner scientist 
with this fun-fi lled, hands-on 
experimenting class. Limited to 
eight participants ages 7-9. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 7, from 
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $24
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Fall Festival — Join NYC Parks 
for a day of fun activities 
including crafts, face painting, 
games, a pumpkin patch, a 
visit from the Nature Company, 
music, and more.
When: Saturday, Oct. 7, from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Brookville Park
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Fall Foliage Walk — Urban 
Park Ranger naturalists explain 
why leaves change colors and 
introduce you to the diversity 
of trees found in our urban 
forests.
When: Sunday, Oct. 8, from at 1 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Captain Tilly Park
Contact: (718) 352-1769

MUSIC

Queensboro Symphony 
Orchestra Season Opener 
— The Queensboro Symphony 
Orchestra kicks off its season 
with international artist 
Fabrizio Ferraro to perform 
the U.S. premiere of his guitar 
concerto Hachiko. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 8 at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: Mary’s Nativity Church, 
Flushing
Contact: Qbsymphony@gmail.
com
Cost: Free 

Continued from Page 54 

Arts

So when you’re craving a Late Night 
Snack, come in for your Favorite Pie - 

or Take One Home!

PIZZERIA

21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

Patsy’s Pizzeria Queens 
Will Now Be Serving Pizza 

’Til MIDNIGHT Every 
Friday & Saturday Night!

DINE-IN, TAKE-OUT OR DELIVERY

10PM UNTIL MIDNIGHT
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sports

BY ROBERT COLE

It has often been said that 
experience is a great teacher.  
If that is true, the underclass-
men of Christ the King’s var-
sity football team learned a 
great deal from its 42-0 loss 
to Iona Prep Saturday after-
noon in New Rochelle.  

With only three seniors on 
this year’s roster, the Knights 
have been playing with a 
very young team, which has 
proved to be challenging in 
their first year back in the 
top division of the CHSAA. 

Christ the King started 
freshman quarterback Noah 
Bodden — playing in his very 
first varsity game — after ju-
nior quarterback Nathaniel 
Prophete was ruled out with 
an ankle injury.

“We’re just under-
manned,” head coach Ja-
son Brown said. “We have 
a 33-man roster with a lot of 
sophomores in many key po-
sitions. We had a freshman 
quarterback playing today, 
and it showed.”

Iona scored its first touch-
down with 5:36 left on the 
clock in the first quarter on 
a one-yard run around the 
right end by Malkelm Mor-
rison. Armed with a 7-0 lead, 
Iona scored  again later in the 
quarter to take a 14-0 advan-
tage into the second.  

The Knights had their best 
opportunity to score late in 
the second quarter, advanc-
ing the ball to Iona Prep’s 
three-yard line. Unfortunate-
ly, the Knights’ inexperience 
would be revealed as Bod-
den’s attempted slant pass 
was intercepted by Iona’s 
Johnryan Freeman, who re-
turned the ball to the Christ 
the King 46-yard line.  

The interception led to Io-
na’s fourth touchdown of the 
half when Michael De Gras-
peris hauled in a five-yard 
pass from quarterback, Der-
ek Robertson with 27 seconds 
left in the half, giving Iona a 
28-0 lead.  

The Knights continued to 
fail to take advantage of their 
opportunities. The defense 
forced two turnovers, only to 
have the offense turn the ball 
back over to Iona Prep, with 
two interceptions. Both turn-
overs led to Iona touchdowns, 
boosting Iona’s lead to 42-0.  

“It is difficult right now,” 
Brown said. “Kids have to 
wrap up and execute on of-
fense. Guys are getting wind-
ed, so we have to put them in 
spots to make plays.”

OTHER SCORES

Bayside 55, Stuyvesant 

12: The Commodores used 

Shawn Sanchez recovers an Iona Prep fumble during the CHSAA “AAA” 
division game between Christ The King and Iona Prep at Iona Prep 
Field. Photo by Robert Cole

BY MERLE EXIT

Lucille Kyvallos has been 
a name associated with the 
pioneering of an initiative 
that eventually became the 
WNBA. Her legend as a for-
mer Queens College women’s 
basketball coach is now and 
forever printed on the col-
lege’s basketball court.

A dedication is set for 
Saturday with a ceremony 
inside Fitzgerald Gymnasi-
um as Kyvallos becomes the 
first woman to have a bas-
ketball court named in her 
honor in New York City. The 
public unveiling of the court 
will take place at 1 p.m. and 
doors will open at noon.

“Coach Kyvallos was a 
pioneer in women’s basket-
ball,” said Cathy Andruzzi, 
chair of the Lucille Kyval-
los Court Fundraising Com-
mittee. “A great basketball 
player in her day, Coach 
Kyvallos’ influence on the 
growth of women’s basket-
ball expanded beyond the 
basketball courts. She was 
on the forefront of the Ti-
tle IX movement and posi-
tioned women’s basketball 
on the national sports media 
scene.”

Kyvallos believed that 
women should have the op-
portunity to strive to be 
their greatest and prove that 
females could be competitive 
athletic performers.

In 1968, Kyvallos became 
head coach of the Queens 
College women’s basketball 
team and held the position 
until 1981. With Kyvallos at 
the helm, the Knights were 
consistently ranked among 
the nation’s best. In 1973, 
they hosted the Association 
for Intercollegiate Athletics 
for Women National Cham-
pionship in Fitzgerald Gym-
nasium.

Kyvallos’ 1972-73 squad 
was the first women’s bas-
ketball team to be inducted 
into the NYC Basketball 

Hall of Fame.
It was both her coaching 

and vision that opened the 
door to a Madison Square 
Garden appearance for the 
Knights on Feb. 22, 1975, 
which drew a crowd of rough-
ly 12,000 fans. A major part 
of the team’s success was 
her innovative approach, be-
ing the first coach to incor-
porate aerobic conditioning 
and weight training into her 
team’s regimen in order to 
maximize their skills.  

After 12 years, Coach Ky-
vallos retired from coaching 
at Queens College, where 
she compiled a career record 
of 239-77. She was inducted 
into the NYC Basketball 
Hall of Fame, West Chester 
College Hall of Fame and 
the Queens Collefe Athletics 
Hall of Fame.

In 1976, she was selected 
to serve as the head coach of 
the United States women’s 
basketball team at the 1977 
World University Games. 
Kyvallos was recognized 
with the Lapchick Character 
Award in 2015 and was in-
ducted into the Queens Col-
lege Athletics Hall of Fame 
in 2012, while her 1972 team 
was inducted as a Team of 
Distinction the following 
year. 

Although her basketball 
career is behind her, Kyval-
los competes nationally and 
internationally in senior 
women’s tennis where she 
has been ranked and select-
ed for U.S. teams in world 
competition. Currently, she 
is the USTA 2017 National 
Women’s 85’s Clay Court 
Champion.

Queens College will honor legendary women’s basketball coach 
Lucille Kyvallos with a court dedication later this month.  

Photo courtesy of Queens College Athletics

Continued on Page 65

CTK football falls 
to Iona Prep 42-0

Honoring a legend
Queens College to dedicate court to Lucille Kyvallos
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Late touchdown 
dooms Jamaica HS

BY KYLE GORMAN

A game that started with 
hope became another day of 
heartbreak for the Jamaica 
High School varsity football 
team.

Despite holding a 14-0 
lead at the half, the Beavers 
crumbled, losing 16-14 to the 
Petrides Panthers Sunday. 
The game marks the fourth 
straight loss for the Beavers, 
who are now 0-4 on the sea-
son.

Jamaica started off the 
game red hot, efficiently mov-
ing the ball down the field on 
the game’s opening drive. The 
Beavers drove all the way to 
the Panthers’ 4-yard line, be-
fore a holding penalty pushed 
them back to the 14. But the 
penalty did little to stop the 
Beavers’ momentum, as they 
found the end zone on the very 
next play. Jamaica was stuffed 
on a swing pass on the two-
point conversion attempt and 
while they took a 6-0 lead, the 
failed two-pointer would come 
back to haunt the team later.

The Beavers’ defense kept 
the Panthers scoreless in 
the first half. While the Pan-
thers had some luck moving 
the ball, the Jamaica defense 
came up with timely pass 
break-ups and sacks to halt 
Petrides’ drives. A poor Pan-
thers punt mid-way through 
the second quarter gave the 
Beavers great starting field 
position in enemy territory 
at the 43-yard line. Five plays 
and a successful two-point 
conversion later, the Beavers 
took a 14-0 lead.

Things turned quickly for 
Jamaica in the second half. 
Five plays into the third quar-
ter, an outside run by Panthers’ 
back Tyler Rayski went for 44 
yards and a touchdown. Quar-
terback Mike Diforte snuck in 
on a designed run for the extra 
two points, which dropped the 
Beavers’ lead to six.

While the Beavers defense 
kept the game close, their of-
fense slowed down. In five 
second-half possessions, Ja-
maica crossed the 50-yard line 
just once. 

Late in the fourth quarter, 
with the Panthers knocking 
at the door at the Beavers’ 22-
yard line, the Jamaica defense 
forced a fumble to preserve its 
lead. But three plays later, the 
Beavers’ offense had a fumble 
of their own, which the Pan-
thers returned to the 12-yard 
line. 

The Jamaica defense could 
not hold on this time, sur-
rendering a touchdown and 
a two-point conversion, giv-
ing Petrides a 16-14 lead. The 
Panthers then recovered the 
following kickoff, ending the 
game in heartbreaking fash-
ion for Jamaica.

“Learned lesson for the 
guys. You now, got to practice 
harder,” Jamaica coach Cal-
vin Whitfield said. “We’ve got 
to be motivated. I think we got 
the right kids, we’re just not 
sticking with it. We’re losing 
focus.”

While the Beavers defense 
played well for a majority of 
the game, they did have issues 
with containing outside runs 
and quarterback scrambles 
— including Rayski’s 44-yard 
touchdown and a few 10-plus 
yard scrambles for Diforte.

“You got to be better at con-
taining the football,” Whitfield 
said. “I’ll look at the film, but 
I’m not quite sure what they 
were doing. We just didn’t get 
it done.”

Despite the loss, Jamaica 
has a chance to get it done and 
grab their first win in the com-
ing weeks. The combined re-
cord of the Beavers’ next three 
opponents — McKee Staten Is-
land Tech, Frank J. Macchiar-
ola Educational Complex, and 
John Adams — is 4-8 and their 
next two games will be played 
on their home field. 

The end of the 2017 MLB 
season has finally arrived, 
and not a moment too soon 
for the Mets.

The team played to a dis-
mal 70-92 record, which was 
the fourth-worst mark in the 
National League. A season 
that began with postseason 
— even World Series — aspi-
rations ended in fitting fash-
ion with an 11-0 loss to the 
66-96 Philadelphia Phillies.

Not much went right for 
the Mets in 2017, but there 
were still a handful of posi-
tives to go along with a few 
surprises and several disap-
pointments. Let’s take a look 
at some of the top story lines 
from the season.

Biggest surprise: Michael 
Conforto’s emergence 

as an All-Star

It was no secret that out-
fielder Michael Conforto 
could hit, but the sweet-
swinging lefty barely made 
the big-league roster out of 
spring training. Thanks to 
an injury to Juan Lagares, 
Conforto earned a spot on 
the roster and never looked 
back. 

Confoto hit to a batting 
line of .279/.384/.555  with 
27 home runs and 68 RBI in 
2017. He was the Mets lone 
representative at the All-
Star Game in Miami and 
even though he ended the 

season on the disabled list, 
he showed he can make it in 
“The Show” as an every-day 
player. 

Biggest disappointment: Matt 
Harvey’s fall from grace

Matt Harvey entered the 
season with a lot of ques-
tions that needed to be an-
swered, the biggest being 
how he would bounce back 
from surgery to fix thoracic 
outlet syndrome. That ques-
tion was answered in a big 
way.

While Harvey had a solid 
spring training followed by 
a decent April, the pitcher 
formerly known as the Dark 
Knight proved to be a shell 
of himself. His numbers got 
worse each month and over-
all, he pitched to a 5-7 record 
with a 6.70 ERA.

The Mets say they will 
tender Harvey a contract for 

Terry Collins chats with an umpire during the Mets’ final series of the year in Philadelphia.  AP

2017 season in review
Mets can fi nally move on from nightmare campaign

Zach 
Gewelb

Continued on Page 65
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

Order Tickets 
for Family & Friends: 

$90 per person,
table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   
      Check made payable to: TimesLedger Newspapers

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361  

 

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
November 9th

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza HotelDiego Salazar

Svea Schneider
Liu Tee Shu
Orlando Tabon
Peter Tu
Monika Wroblewski
Margaret Yang
Marlene Tseng Yu
Jorge Munoz Zapata

HONOREES
Sandy Arias

Carlos Humberto 
Cardona

Narbada Chhetri

Rev. Theodor 
Damian

Branka Duknic

Nadine Grigsby

Elaine Kim

Pap Koudjo
Tahl Leibovitz
Yeou-Cheng Ma
Rita Maruca
Meera Nair
Uday Patil
Annette Runcie
Elsie Saint Louis
Parker Sarabjeet

a 35-point first half to coast 
to victory over Stuyvesant. 
While the defense surrendered 
six points in both the third 
and fourth quarters, Bayside 
exploded for 20 points in the 
fourth to secure the 55-12 vic-
tory. 

Quarterback Tequan Ev-
ans hit on 9 of 10 passes for 
102 yards and a touchdown 
and added 65 more yards  
and three touchdowns on the 
ground. Jordy Chen and Rob-
ert Williams each had rushing 
scores, with Chen totaling 101 
yards. Williams also had a re-
ceiving touchdown. The Com-
modores improved to 4-0 on 
the season with the win. 

Petrides 16, Jamaica 14: 

See story on Page 64.

Long Island City 20, Ad-

lai Stevenson Campus 14: 

The Bulldogs used a strong 
first half and a clutch fourth 
quarter to defeat the Ambassa-
dors and improve to 2-1 on the 
season. LIC scored 14 first-half 
points and took a 14-6 lead into 
the half, but Adlai Stevenson 
rallied to tie the game head-

ing into the fourth quarter. 
A Christophe Miraba touch-
down pass and a dominant de-
fensive showing clinched the 
game for the Bulldogs. Miraba 
completed 10 of 15 passes for 
187 yards and three touch-
downs to lead Long Island 
City. Austin Campbell, Jarius 
Jones and Naseem Henderson 
each caught a touchdown in 
the victory. 

Springfield Gardens 20, 

Beach Channel Education 

Campus 0: The Golden Eagles 

rode a strong defensive show-
ing to victory, blanking the 
Dolphins 20-0. Quarterback 
Christian Judge completed 4 of 
9 passes for 111 yards and one 
touchdown, while nine players 
totaled 189 rushing yards. 

Holy Cross 21, Holy 

Trinity 14: The Knights im-
proved to 3-1 on the season 
after dispatching the Titans. 
Senior running back Justin 
Felder rushed for 2019 yards 
and two touchdowns to help 
lead Holy Cross to victory. 

Continued from Page 63 

Football

Christ the King receiver Thaliq Battle stretches out to try to haul in a 
pass.  Photo by Robert Cole

next season — which would 
be his last before he can 
become a free agent — but 
the real question is: should 
they?

Injured stars: 
What else is new?

Like seasons past, the 
Mets endured a season 
filled with injuries to some 
of their top players. Da-
vid Wright never made it 
back to Citi Field. Yoenis 
Cespedes played in just 50 
percent of the team’s games 
— 81, to be exact. Michael 
Conforto ended the season 
on the DL.

Noah Syndergaard went 
down with an injury at the 
end of April — after re-
fusing to take an MRI as 
the team requested — and 
spent most of the season on 
the shelf, returning for just 
two late season cameos at 
the end of September. 

The Mets did nothing 
to change their reputation 
as one of, if not the most 
injury-plagued clubs in 
the league this season. But 

next year could be differ-
ent. The Mets parted ways 
with their head trainer in 
an effort to avoid another 
injury-plagued season in 
2018.

Bye, bye, Terry: 
Collins out as manager

Terry Collins officially 
resigned as the Mets’ man-
ager following Sunday’s 
season finale. 

“It’s been a blast, but it’s 
time,”  Collins told report-
ers after the game .

Collins will move into 
a front-office role heading 
into next season as a sep-
cial assistant to the general 
manager.

The veteran manager 
had an up-and-down ten-
ure with the Mets, filled 
with peaks and valleys. He 
presided over two playoff 
teams, leading the Mets to 
the World Series in 2015 and 
into the Wild Card game the 
following year, but failed 
to finish over .500 in any 
of his other five seasons at 
the helm.

Ultimately, he finished 
with a 551-583 record (.486 
winning percentage) and 
fell short of expectations 
far too often. 

Continued from Page 64 

Mets
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lican Party, but said it would 
not be in Queens.

“The incumbent, me, was 
largely unaware that there 
was a challenge and could not 
muster enough counter sup-
port, so that’s that,” Turner 
said of his unexpected loss. “I 
spoke to the Republican may-
oral candidate [Nicole Mall-
iotakis] and the state chair of 
the party and they were urg-
ing me to stay involved, and 
I will.”

Turner described Ariola 
as a “longtime party loyal-
ist” and “devotee” of  Ulrich. 
Turner believes she will do 
well in the new role. Ariola 
is president of the Howard 
Beach-Lindenwood Civic As-
sociation.

Republican City Council 
candidate Joseph Concan-
non, who is facing Coun-
cilman Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Oakland Gardens), said 
he was not at the meeting at 
Russo’s on the Bay in Howard 
Beach Sept. 27 where Turner 
was shown the door, but he 
heard that most of the district 
leaders in Queens attended.

“I wish her well and I hope 
she improves on everything 
that Bob Turner has set into 
motion,” Concannon said.

Turner’s loss comes with 
clear signs of division with 
the Queens Republican Party. 

Queens County Repub-

licans were repairing their 
party after a period of dis-
array until last year’s No-
vember 2016 elections in 
which the GOP united under 
Turner and fielded about 20 
candidates at the state and 
federal level to challenge 
Democratic dominance in 
the city. Turner expressed at 
the time a desire to bring his 
organization together under 
the banner of then-candidate 
Donald Trump as well as 
ramp up competition against 
their “liberal counterparts” 
in seats where Republican 
votes could be levied.

But all the candidates 
nominated by Queens GOP 
failed to unseat any of their 
Democratic opponents.

One observer formerly in-
volved in the Queens GOP was 
critical of Turner’s approach 
in 2016, and said the strategy 
was a “shotgun approach” to 
a goal which requires empha-
sis on individual campaigns 
in districts with potential.

This source described 
the geographical rift in the 
Queens Republican Party 
prior to the 2016 elections 
as the “38th Parallel,” with 
northern Queens splintered 
off from southern Queens, 
where Ulrich and Bob Turner 
led in the south and the late 
GOP Chairman Phil Ragusa 
in the north.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

could be a ‘Fall of Frustra-
tion,’ every level of gov-
ernment needs to step up,” 
Stringer said. “Our subway 
system is the backbone to 
our economy. That means 
with every delay, there aren’t 
just lives affected – there’s an 
economic consequence.”

The “Summer of Hell” was 
declared by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo in late June with the 
announcement that Amtrak 

would take eight weeks to 
complete long-overdue re-
pairs to eight of the 21 tracks 
in Penn Station, the nation’s 
largest transit hub. The pe-
riod coincided with a state 
of emergency declared by 
Cuomo due to the dire straits 
of the city’s subway system. 
Cuomo hoped to expedite re-
pairs to the ailing city tran-
sit system by suspending 
bureaucratic processes and 
pouring an extra $1 billion in 
the MTA’s capital funds.

Since the “Summer of 
Hell” ended, MTA Chair Jo-
seph Lhota announced a plan 

to stabilize the subways that 
would cost about $800 million 
and eventually pave the way 
for a long-term plan, which 
has yet to be announced.

The MTA has been wait-
ing for the $800 million to be 
fulfilled by either the city or 
state governments, with Cuo-
mo and Mayor Bill de Blasio 
never coming to an agree-
ment as of yet for who should 
pony up for the project.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

cent of Republicans, think 
undocumented immigrants 
brought to the United States 
as children should be al-
lowed to stay and apply for 
citizenship.

Quinnipiac surveyed 
1,412 voters nationwide.

“Trump’s decision to ter-
minate DACA wasn’t just bad 

policy, it was cruel, spiteful, 
and overwhelmingly unpopu-
lar within even the Republican 
establishment,” state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “Few 
public policy items have as 
much overwhelming support 
across party lines as the feder-
al Dream Act and DACA. Even 
typical immigration hard-
liners understand that we’re 
talking about kids who came 
here through no fault of their 
own, whose lives would be up-

ended when forced out of the 
country they’ve always called 
home. Congress has been talk-
ing about passing sensible im-
migration reform for decades, 
and what is more sensible than 
letting kids stay in the com-
munities they grew up in? To 
my friends in Washington: the 
clock is running out.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

that must be followed if a mi-
nor is to be used as a filler in 
a police lineup.” 

According to the council-
man, officers were turned 
away from the Business 
Technology Early College 
High School by school ad-
ministrators and then ap-
proached a group of four 
teenagers on the street to 
participate as fillers. One of 
the four teens declined, two 
agreed with parental consent 
and the fourth teen agreed to 
participate, but without pa-
rental consent. 

According to Lancman, 
police officers routinely ask 
community members to par-
ticipate as non-suspect fillers 
in lineups, especially when 
dealing with short time con-
straints, in order to secure 
a “fair lineup.” Anyone who 
participates as a filler is com-
pensated for their time. Offi-

cers are permitted to inquire 
if potential fillers are under 
the age of 18, but are supposed 
to obtain written permission 
from a parent or legal guard-
ian for a non-suspect minor 
prior to the lineup. 

Leroy Gadsden, presi-
dent of the Jamaica Branch 
NAACP, said he fully sup-
ports Lancman’s new man-
date. 

“Until a child reaches 
adulthood, a parent is vest-
ed with the authority to 
make decisions in every as-
pect of the child’s life,” he 
said. “If parental consent 
is required in writing for 
something as routine as a 
school field trip, then truly 
they should be granted the 
right to make a decision in 
something as precious and 
dear as their child’s free-
dom and liberty.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

can Studies, Bronx Science, 
Brooklyn Tech and Stuyesant 
is based on scores on the spe-
cialized high schools test.

 U.S. News ranked schools 
with more than 15 students 
across the country by high 
performance on state assess-
ment tests, how a school’s dis-
advantaged students fared on 
those tests compared to the 
state average, graduation rates 
and the college readiness in-
dex, or CRI, according to its 
website. To score well on the 
CRI a school must have scored 
20.91 or more, which is the na-
tional average for the quality-
adjusted Advanced Placement 
participation rate.

The computations were 
based on results from the 2014-
2015 enrollment and perfor-
mance of high school seniors 
across the country, according 
to the U.S. News Report.

The top 500 schools across 
the country that exceeded the 
first three criteria and scored 
well above 20.91 like Townsend 
Harris at 93.9 and Queens High 
School for the Sciences at 93.8 
received a gold medal, accord-
ing to U.S. News. 

Not only are Townsend 
Harris and Queens High 

School gold medal schools, 
they were ranked No. 7 and 8 
in New York state and 44 and 
45 nationally, according to 
the list. 

Townsend Harris seniors 
all took at least one AP course 
and 90 percent of them passed 
it, according to the U.S. News 
scorecard. The students were 
99 percent proficient in math 
and 100 percent proficient in 
English in statewide exams. 

There were 1,133 
Townsend seniors, 78 percent 
of who were minorities and 
54 percent were considered 
economically disadvantaged, 
according to the U.S. News 
school profile.  The school 
also had a 100 percent gradu-
ation rate. 

All of the seniors at 
Queens High School for the 
Science at York College took 
an AP course and 88 percent 
of them passed. The school 
had 98 percent of its students 
proficient in math. 

There were 426 seniors and 
94 percent of them were mi-
norities and 65 percent were 
disadvantaged, according to 
the U.S. News school profile. 

Schools that met the first 

three criteria and scored at 

or above the first median 

CRI value were awarded sil-

ver medals, according to the 

report:

Academy of American
Studies 

Bayside High School
Francis Lewis High School

Academy of Finance and 
Enterprise

Queen Gateway to Health 
Sciences Secondary School

East-West School of
International Studies

Forest Hills High School
Academy for Careers in 
Television and Film
Maspeth High School

Robert F. Kennedy Com-
munity High School and the 

Aviation Career and Technical 
High School

The next top schools in 

Queens that scored below 

the CRI or lacked AP cours-

es received bronze medals 

in this order: 

Jamaica Gateway to the 
Sciences

Thomas Edison Career and 
Technical High School
Civic Leadership Academy
High School for Construc-

tion Trades, Engineering and 
Architecture

Information Technology 
High School

Excelsior Preparatory High 
School 

Reach Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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of the community.” 
Jamaica became a poten-

tial hotbed of economic de-
velopment shortly after 2014 
when the real estate site Street 
Easy projected the area as be-
ing a hot spot. According to 
the site, the combination of 
population growth, the prices 
of homes, the addition of new 
hotels and access to multiple 
forms of transportation were 
some of the reasons behind 

this forecast. 
Wharton Properties is a 

major commercial real estate 
company responsible for a se-
ries of development on Fifth 
Avenue, 34th Street, Madison 
Avenue, Time Square and 
Soho, according to the compa-
ny’s website. 

The cost of the joint venture 
between BRP and Wharton 
was not disclosed.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

support for the local business.”
The lights can also be pro-

grammed to change colors for 
holidays just like the Empire 
State Building, according to 
Van Bramer.  The arch was 
built in 1983 by the Gateway 
Restoration project run by 
Luke Adams, the former presi-
dent of the Sunnyside Cham-
ber of Commerce who died in 
2014.

The following August the 
street corner at 46th Street 
and Queens Boulevard was co-
named in Adams’ honor.

“It’s important that we 
never forget the life of Luke 
Adams,” Van Bramer said at 
the time. “His work helped 

put Sunnyside on the map and 
has left a lasting impression 
that will forever be felt in our 
community. By ceremoniously 
co-naming 46th Street in his 
honor we will help ensure fu-
ture generations of Sunnysid-
ers remember his legacy and 
all the great work he did for 
this neighborhood.”

Van Bramer mentioned Ad-
ams’ love of the arch Tuesday.

“We honor our past and 
by making sure this archway 
and its lighting is restored we 
are also honoring our past and 
our future by making sure this 
neighborhood remains a bea-
con,” Van Bramer said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

rection officials. Grodenchik 
signed onto the letter, along 
with eight other Council mem-
bers, saying the facility would 
meet the criteria outlined in a 
report by the Lippman Com-
mission calling for centrally 
located, court-adjacent com-
munity jails to replace scan-
dal-scarred Rikers.

“Rikers Island is a detri-
ment to our city and an em-
barrassment to our criminal 
justice system,” Koslowitz 
said. “Last week, I toured the 
Queens Detention Complex 
and there needs to be work 
done, either through expan-
sion or a complete reconstruc-
tion, to be able to house an 
inmate population. The site 
would be convenient because 
of its proximity to the Crimi-
nal Court and would reduce 
the cost and traffic associated 
with transporting prisoners. 
However, we need to ensure if 
a plan like this moves forward, 
that there is a long public dis-
cussion centered on the com-
munity’s concerns.”

The site, which is con-
nected to the Queens County 
Court, currently has sat unoc-
cupied since its closure in 2002 
after 40 years in operation. 
The building currently houses 
office space and has been the 
location for various film and 

TV productions, including the 
Netflix series “Orange is the 
New Black.”

“It is a moral imperative 
that we close the nightmare 
that is Rikers Island,” City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest), another signee, 
said. “As the Lippman Com-
mission report makes clear, 
an important component of 
shutting down Rikers is con-
structing new borough-based 
jail facilities. Utilizing the site 
of the Queens Detention Com-
plex would greatly improve ac-
cessibility for all, save taxpay-
er funds, and make our justice 
system more efficient.”

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
agreed, adding his signature 
to the letter.

“The fact that Karen Ko-
slowitz stood up and bravely 
said she would take a commu-
nity-based jail in her own dis-
trict is very commendable,” 
Dromm said. “The mayor 
should speed up the closing of 
Rikers Island and he should 
certainly take her up on her 
offer.”

Mayor de Blasio was re-
ceptive to the idea, according 
to a spokeswoman who said 
there is a need for courageous 
elected officials for the plan to 
work.

“We thank these Queens 
officials for their role in this 
process,” City Hall spokes-
woman Natalie Grybauskas 
said. “Expanding and reopen-

ing the Queens Detention Cen-
ter would be an ideal first step, 
and we have already started to 
take a hard look at this site to 
determine its feasibility.”

Crowley was pleased with 
the response from City Hall.

“I’m encouraged the mayor 
was receptive to our propos-
al,” she said. “It’s time our 
criminal justice system reflect 
New York City values, and the 
Queens Detention Complex 
provides us that option.”

Robert Holden, Crowley’s 
challenger in next month’s 
city election, blasted the pro-
posal. Holden, a longtime civic 
leader and registered Demo-
crat for the last 44 years, was 
placed on the Republican Par-
ty line by the Queens GOP in a 
unanimous vote last week.

“It doesn’t take a genius to 
know that dangerous, violent 
criminals belong on an island 
and should not be moved into 
residential neighborhoods,” 
Holden said. “It’s irrespon-
sible to come out in favor of 
a plan to close Rikers with-
out knowing all the details, 
and if transportation cost 
is the main issue, it would 
make more sense to build a 
courthouse on Rikers than to 
spread the jail population out 
to the boroughs.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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always had tears in his eyes 
because of the way the priest 
would grab him around the 
neck.

Porcaro remembers 
Prochaski as someone who was 
a “snob” in terms of his taste in 
cars, clothes and food. He was 
often taking photos of unsus-
pecting people around the par-
ish and the school. Porcaro said 
he had a catalogue of photos of 
students.

Porcaro said several stu-
dents came to her about the 
abuse they endured and she 
took this information to the 
principal in 1990. 

“She laughed and said, ‘Ev-
eryone knows about Father 
Adam, the whole parish knows 
about Father Adam,’ and that 
was it,” Porcaro said. “She left 
that year and I reported it to the 
next principal. She asked why I 
was leaving. I had put in papers 
to leave.”

Porcaro told the new princi-
pal about Prochaski in 1991 and 

the diocese was informed. They 
conducted interviews of stu-
dents but proceeded no further, 
according to Porcaro.

“This could have been 
stopped when I reported it, and 
I believe I was the first. Every-
body up until then just laughed 
about it,” said Procaro, who 
was teaching fifth to eighth 
grade at the time, said. “About 
seven girls came to me to tell 
me Father Adam was sexually 
abusing them. I didn’t hesitate 
to report it.”

Garabedian said Prochaski 
was sent to a parish in south 
Brooklyn “where priests could 
watch over him.” According to 
the Official Catholic Directory, 
Prochaski was on leave from 
1995 to 2002.

But according to the Dio-
cese of Brooklyn-Queens 
spokeswoman Carolyn Erstad, 
Prochaski should not have been 
listed on sick leave since he 
had cut ties with the church in 
1995 after being approached by 
diocese leaders about the com-
plaints of sexual misconduct.

Prochaski did not cooperate 
with church officials when con-
fronted, Erstad explained.

Erstad said the church had 
not received any official com-
plaints about the assaults until 
1994.

“Based on my experience 
from handing clergy sexual 
abuse cases, that is code for in 
many instances pedophilia and 
treatment for pedophilia,” Ga-
rabedian said. “It’s troubling 
that Bishop [Vose] Daily and 
other supervisors of Father 
Prochaski did not protect in-
nocent children when Father 
Prochaski was openly and no-
toriously sexually abusing chil-
dren in the hallways of the Holy 
Cross School, the Holy Cross 
Church and other locations.”

Garabedian said he was 
not aware of Prochaski’s exact 
whereabouts, but based on the 
information he does have, he 
may still be in the New York 
City area. 

The victims are not able 
to file a lawsuit because of the 
statute of limitations which 
specifies that charges must be 
filed by child victims of sex-
ual assault who are under 23. 
Prochaski’s victims are mainly 
in their 40s, but Garabedian is 
hoping to see the law changed.

“It is clear there is a cover-
up here,” Garabedian said.

Erstad said all the allega-
tions against Prochaski were 
handed over to the Queens dis-
trict attorney in 2002.

The NYPD is currently 
investigating the matter, ac-
cording to Garabedian, and 
the victims are applying to 
the Diocese of Brooklyn-
Queens settlement program 
for victims of sexual abuse.

“In addition to the 
implementation of sweep-
ing reform, the Diocese of 
Brooklyn is financially 
compensating survivors 
of past abuse,” the Diocese 
announced in a statement. 
“In June, the Diocese im-
plemented the Independent 
Reconciliation and Compen-
sation Program. All of the 
women being represented by 
Mr. Garabedian are invited 
to apply to the program.  
We understand that no 
amount of money can heal 
the wounds of abuse, but 
we hope the financial com-
pensation offered through 
the IRCP will show our soli-
darity with survivors and 

provide some element of clo-
sure.”

The settlement program 
can be used to pay for mental 
health services with clinics 
and physician unaffiliated 
with the church, according 
to Erstad.

“We’re dealing with anoth-
er, seemingly cover-up by the 
church,” Bob Hoatson from 
Road to Recovery, an orga-
nization which helps sexual 
assault victims,  said. “They 
weren’t transparent, they 
didn’t act immediately, they 
didn’t call the police. They 
didn’t take the interests of 
these girls and their families 
at heart and now of course 
the damage has been done. 
These women are attempt-
ing now to recover from this 
and it’s going to take them a 
long time. It could have been 
avoided for the most part.”

Garabedian said while some 
of the women still embrace the 
faith, they are all dealing with 
the trauma of their experiences 
in different ways.

Continued from Page 1 
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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