
BY BILL PARRY

A Woodside family was left “dev-
astated and heartbroken” when 
they learned Wednesday that their 
father and husband was deported 

to Bangladesh by ICE, according to 
their representative. Bablu Sharif, 
and eight other Bangladeshi men 
from Queens, were sent back to 
their home country just one day 
after his daughters made a tearful 

plea to President Trump to let him 
come home. 

Sharif, 52, was the family’s sole 
breadwinner as a driver for Uber. 
He had sought political asylum 
when he arrived in the United 

States in 1992.
“I tried my hardest to help these 

men, but no one would help me help 
them and now they are deported,” 
said Mazeda Uddin, an activist who 
has worked with the Sharif family 
as well as 10 others from New York 
City. “I contacted the offices of every 
elected official and no one helped 
me and now there are 28 people who 
were born here in the United States 
who now have no father.”

Uddin received the news directly 
from ICE Wednesday morning and 
spent several agonizing hours in-
forming the families she represents 
as the founder and chief executive 
officer of SAFEST, an educational 
organization for South Asians. 

ICE did not respond to a request 
for comment by press time.

“Over the last four months, at 
least 27 families have been torn 
apart in New York City, a so-called 
Sanctuary City,” Uddin said. “Most 
of the men were all hard-working 
family men with no criminal re-
cords with children born here. 
These men have been living and 
following the laws of New York 
City and our country for years and 
years, even in cases, for decades.”

State Assemblyman Ron Kim 
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Participants in the Alzheimers Walk in Little Bay Park in Bayside organize into teams, like this one called Dee’s 
Team. It helped the march raise more than $50,000 last weekend, organizers say. See more photos on Page 10. 

Photo by Andrew Ross

NEVER FORGET

BY BILL PARRY

More than one in four of the es-
timated 154,200 immigrants who 
stand to lose their DACA protection 
in the next five months did not meet 
last week’s deadline to apply for re-
newal, according to statistics from 
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services. The Oct. 5 deadline 
was set last month when the White 
House announced plans to disman-
tle the Deferred Action for Child-
hood arrivals program, which de-
fers deportation for 800,000 young 
adults who were brought to the 
United States as children.

The Trump administration 
said that everyone eligible needed 
to renew their application at the 
deadline if they wanted to keep 
their work permits for an extra two 
years. If Congress does not pass its 
own version of DACA by March 5, 
the program will die, putting its 
recipients in danger of deportation.

Top congressional Democrats 
railed against the White House 
Sunday after the release of the ad-
ministration’s new immigration 
principles. Senate Minority Leader 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Ecological restoration will finally come to 
the Sunset Cove section of Jamaica Bay in Broad 
Channel now that Mayor Bill de Blasio has set 
aside an additional $7 million in funding.

The mayor’s total matches the money brought 

Sunset Cove to receive  
Sandy restoration 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After outrage from politi-
cians and community lead-
ers, a video game company 
is pulling its game from the 
app market because of its 
unflattering  depictions of 
Asians. 

 U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
and community activist 
Karlin Chan went after Big-
O-Tree Games Inc., which 
produced the mobile game 
“Dirty Chinese Restau-
rant.”

The game allowed play-
ers to do a number of things 
with their avatar, named 
Wong Fu. Some of the sce-
narios portrayed in the 
game’s trailer included 
Wong Chu hunting for cats, 
dogs and mice in the back 
alley to serve customers, an 

The mobile game “Dirty Chinese 
Restaurant” has been pulled from app 
stores after outrage calling the game 
racist.

Dems blast 
edict that puts 
DACA in peril

Family crushed by deportation
Father of two American citizens sent to Bangladesh after emotional plea to Trump

Continued on Page 18Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 20 Continued on Page 18

App pulled over Chinese stereotypes
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Scholarship brings free tuition to Queens students
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The numbers are in and 
53 percent of full-time SUNY 
and CUNY in-state students, 
or more than 210,000 New 
Yorkers, are going to school 
tuition-free through Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s Excelsior 
Scholarship, according to 
the head of state’s website. 

The figures included stu-
dents who were on financial 
aid, TAP and Pell grants. 
Some students will have the 
remainder of their tuition 
covered by the scholarship, 
as well.

Students who attend 
Queens College, Queensbor-
ough Community College, 
LaGuardia Community Col-
lege and York College make 
up over 2,000 of that student 
body population, according 
to Elizabeth Bibi, a spokes-
woman for the governor. 

“A college degree now is 
what a high school diploma 
was 30 years ago. It is es-
sential to succeed in today’s 
economy,” Cuomo said. “New 
York leads the nation in cre-
ating equal opportunity for 
all, and we will continue to 
work to ensure that access 
to a college degree is not de-
termined by family finances, 

but rather is available to all 
who work hard and dream 
big.”

Of the four CUNY schools 
in Queens, most students 
fully covered under the 
scholarship are from Queens 
College (774), according to 
Bibi. Queensborough has 
535 students on the Excelsior 
Scholarship, 494 are from La-
Guardia, and 381 from York 
are fully covered. 

Queens College President 
Félix Matos is excited about 
what the scholarship will do 
as he ushers in the new stu-
dent body on a special anni-
versary for the school.

“Queens College is very 
pleased to participate in the 
New York State Excelsior 
Scholarship Program as we 
celebrate the 80th anniver-
sary of our first classes,” Ma-
tos said. “Access to college is 
inextricably linked to the ca-
pacity to meet college costs. 
We look forward to serving 
the first generation of Excel-
sior Scholars to help their en-
hanced access translate into 
academic success.”

The largest number of 
incoming freshman fully 
covered on Excelsior also 
attend Queens College (224). 
Queensborough has 203 

freshman, LaGuardia has 
195 and York has 133, accord-
ing to Bibi. Queens College 
has 176 sophomores, juniors 
and seniors on Excelsior, 
LaGuardia and Queensbor-
ough have 34 and York has 29 
fully covered.  

There are 1,136 fresh-

man to seniors throughout 
the four schools who have a 
portion of their scholarship 
covered. 

Cuomo’s plan comes in 
three stages. For the fall of 
2017, students with families 
making up to $100,000 are 
covered by Excelsior. This 

will later increase to $110,00 
in the fall of 2018 and cap off 
at $125,000 in 2019 into the 
foreseeable future, accord-
ing to the governor. 

The ranking member of 
the Higher Education Com-
mittee, state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), spon-
sored a similar bill in 2014. 

Despite being pleased 
about seeing the bill become 
a reality, she was disap-
pointed Dreamers, or un-
documented students under 
DACA, will not be able to uti-
lize the scholarship. 

“I can only hope that 
the success of the Excelsior 
Scholarship will ultimately 
guide my colleagues to pass-
ing a fully realized Dream 
Act,” Stavisky said. 

Under the Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals, 
immigrant children brought 
to the United States by their 
parents illegally without 
documents were allowed 
to attend school or receive 
employment so long as they 
had no criminal history and 
came here before they were 
16, according to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

Queens College sociology 
professor Amy Hsin was dis-
enchanted, too. 

“About 3 percent of our 
students are undocumented,” 
said Hsin. “They are some of 
the brightest, and they have 
to already overcome huge 
barriers.”

This may no longer mat-
ter, however, as President 
Donald Trump had an-
nounced in September the 
phasing out of DACA. Cur-
rently, 42,000 New Yorkers 
are under the program and 
there are 800,000 young peo-
ple in it nationwide.

The Excelsior program is 
a feat for the governor, who 
many in the political sphere 
predict is considering a run 
for president in 2020. Within 
five days of the application 
process opening on June 7, 
New York received 21,000 ap-
plicants, according to inside-
highered.com.

 More than 23,000 of eligi-
ble students are on TAP, Pell 
and financial aid this year 
as well, according to Bibi. 
Almost 22,000 will have the 
remainder of their tuition 
costs covered by Excelsior. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

BY MARK HALLUM
 
In response to the dead-

ly bus accident in Flushing 
Sept. 18, U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) is calling 
on the federal Department 
of Transportation to imple-
ment a law already passed 
in 2012 to give charter bus 
companies a letter grade 
similar to New York City 
restaurants.

The devastating wreck 
occurred when a Dahlia 
charter bus slammed into 
an MTA Q20, killing three 
and injuring 16 others in 
the early morning.  The 
driver of the private car-
rier, who died in the crash, 
had several violations and 
a DWI record, which had 
him booted from the MTA 
two years earlier.

“On the heels of the ter-

rible Dahlia crash, and new 
information that shows 
there are other bad actors 
out on the streets, some 
worse than Dahlia, your 
gut reaction is to ask what 
more can be done to pre-
vent these kinds of crashes 
and improve the culture of 
safety,” Schumer said. “But 
in this case, we have a law 
I passed in 2012 that cannot 
only help solve this prob-
lem, but can better inform 
the public, too. That is why 
I am asking the federal De-
partment of Transporta-
tion to hit the gas on a fed-
eral letter-grade system for 
private bus companies.”

Raymond Mong, 49, was 
at the controls of a Dahlia 
Travel & Tours bus when 
he plowed into a city bus 
making a right turn from 
Main Street onto North-

ern Boulevard, which sent 
the MTA 20 bus spinning. 
Both vehicles ended up on 
the sidewalk, causing sub-
stantial damage to Ken-
nedy’s Fried Chicken on 
the southeast corner of the 
intersection.

Dahlia Carrier Group 
has had seven traffic vio-
lations, according to a 
report from the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration, and at least 
one fatal accident prior to 
September 2015. Another 
wreck Dahlia was involved 
in took place in 2016, when 
a bus carrying people to a 
casino in Connecticut went 
off the road and hit a steel 
guardrail in the middle of 
a snowstorm. A total of 36 
passengers were injured.

The state DMV claimed 
it was not informed by 

Dahlia of Mong’s employ-
ment with them.

“The companies that 
spend money to ensure a 
culture of safety will rise to 
the top, and the bad actors 
who disregard the value of 
safety and human life will 
fail to survive unless they 
improve,” Schumer con-
tinued. “We need a federal 
letter grade system for bus 
safety that mirrors the one 
we have for New York City 
restaurants because the 
public is in the dark on just 
who is violating the law 
and how dangerous their 
charter may be.”

According to the Nation-
al Transportation Safety 
Board, the Dahlia bus was 
traveling at about 58 mph 
in a 30 mph zone, when it 
struck the MTA bus.

Last week, the Inde-

pendent Democratic Con-
ference released a report 
revealing the most danger-
ous private bus companies 
in the state based on viola-
tions and history. Dahlia 
was the seventh worst in 
the top 10, with Sagbus Inc., 

another Flushing company, 
being No.1.

“When people board a 
bus, they do so assuming 
that their safety is a prior-
ity and that they will get to 
their destination safely,” 

The Excelsior Scholarship allows many CUNY/SUNY students to go 
to college tuition-free for this fall.

Coutesy of Governor’s office

Schumer urges DOT to enforce bus safety regulation

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer is urging the DMV in Washington 
D.C. to enforce safety grades for charter bus companies. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Continued on Page 14
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Mr. Robert Botero  
718.886.7250

718.309.0589 
admissions@holycrosshs.org

NOW ACCEPTING YOUNG WOMEN 

FOR THE CLASS OF 2022!

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 22nd, 2017

RSVP www.holycrosshs.org

Ballot proposal debated ahead of Nov. 7 election
BY NAEISHA ROSE

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) hosted a town 
hall last week at the Robert 
Ross-Johnson Family Life 
Center in St. Albans with 
elected officials from south-
east Queens and expert pan-
elists to discuss a possible 
Constitutional Convention, 
one of the three proposals on 
the ballot in the general elec-
tion Nov. 7.

Every 20 years there is 
a vote to tweak the state’s 
constitution or let it remain, 
according to New Yorkers 
Against Corruption, a bi-
partisan coalition. NYAC 
estimates it will cost taxpay-
ers $300 million to redo the 
state charter  if they vote for 
a new convention. If it pass-
es, the convention will be 
held in the spring of 2019 
with elected delegates from 
across the state.  

Throughout the Oct. 
3 event, panelists for and 
against rewriting the New 
York State Constitution made 

their arguments to a crowd 
of over 100 people and asked 
that they vote yes or vote no 
for a revised state charter.  

Many opposed to a con-
stitutional convention fear 
that pensions would be wiped 
away like in other states that 
allowed their constitutions to 
be changed , which resulted 
in unions being destroyed. 
They also fear aid for the poor 
might be denied and that a 
Republican-led Senate would 
not choose delegates repre-
sentative of most New York-
ers. The VOTE NO group 
would rather have taxpayers’ 
money spent on funding edu-
cation and infrastructure.  

“If you look at the states 
that were mentioned — Kan-
sas, Arizona, Wisconsin, 
Ohio and Iowa — the last time 
they opened up their conven-
tions, they all became Right-
to-Work states,” Comrie said. 
“Right-to-Work means there 
are no unions. Those states 
took away the opportunity 
for unionization and to lock 
in pensions from a sound ba-

sic job.” 
Councilman I. Daneek 

Miller (D-St. Albans), along 
with state Assembly mem-
bers Alicia Hyndman (D-
Springfield Gardens) and 
Clyde Vanel (D-Queens Vil-
lage), agreed with Comrie. 

“We are sitting in the most 
densely populated union com-
munity in the entire country, 
which translates to the high-
est African-American ho-
meownership in the entire 

country,” said Miller. . “Open-
ing the constitution   will have 
grave consequences.”

Chris Erikson Jr., a fifth-
generation member of Local 
Union #3 IBEW and co-chair-
man of the Labor Caucus for 
Queens County Young Dem-
ocrats, who was not at the 
meeting further explained 
what Right-to-Work meant.

“Right-to-Work has been 
around since the 1940s,” Erik-
son said. “Its sole purpose is 

to break the union movement 
in that state because unions 
are legally obligated to rep-
resent the workers that are 
a part of that organization, 
while those workers are not 
obligated to pay dues to the 
organization.” 

Without dues, unions can-
not collectively bargain to 
protect pensions, get raises 
for employees and better 
working conditions, accord-
ing to Erikson. 

The proponents of an up-
dated constitution had a dif-
ferent view of the situation. 

They believe a restruc-
tured charter could fast-track 
legislation that could reform 
how campaigns are financed, 
prevent gerrymandering and 
improve education.  

The last New York con-
vention was held in 1967 and 
failed to enact any changes in 
the constitution. 

Art Chang, a representa-
tive for The Sanctuary State 

Project, addressed the con-
cerns of the audience and 
made a plea for voting “yes” 
for a new constitution. 

He and Evan Davis, the se-
nior council at the Committee 
for a Constitutional Conven-
tion, explained that the mon-
ey used for the convention is a 
drop in the state’s budget and 
would be spread out over the 
course of 20 years for taxpay-
ers. They highlighted initia-
tives like free public school 
education and the worker’s 
bill of rights that were tack-
led in previous constitutional 
conventions. 

He also showed a list of 
the pieces of legislation that 
could help New Yorkers, but 
without a majority vote may 
not pass as quickly or at all 
without this measure.

“We know the future can 
change and can change reli-
ably to create opportunities 
for people to grow,” Chang 

Elected officials and expert panelists debated in front of over 100 
people as they made their cases for and against a New York State 
Constitutional Convention last week at a town hall in St. Albans.  
Photo by Naeisha Rose

Continued on Page 14
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Mineola • 1.866.WINTHROP • nyuwinthrop.org

BREAST HEALTH CARE
DESIGNED FOR YOU.

The latest testing and treatment options – 
all in one place. 

Breakthrough 3D mammography for 
more accurate diagnosis. 

Today’s most advanced diagnostic tools.

The latest minimally invasive biopsy techniques.

Leading-edge chemotherapy, radiation and surgery 
for cancer patients.

A comprehensive team of highly skilled and 
experienced breast specialists.

All care and a full range of support services 
coordinated by a dedicated Nurse Navigator and 

Breast Cancer Social Worker.  

The fi rst nationally accredited 
Breast Health Center in Nassau County.
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One-of-a-kind procedure
Jamaica Hospital performs groundbreaking reconstruction surgery

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Angela Corker, a 

breast cancer patient at 
Jamaica Hospital, is the 
first in the outer bor-
oughs to experience us-
ing AeroForm, a ground-
breaking, one-of-a kind, 
FDA-approved implant 
for breast reconstruction 
that does not require a 
saline injection.

Corker,46, is a Jamai-
ca resident who worked 
at the hospital for 16 
years as a medical assis-
tant. She learned of her 
diagnosis on Aug. 7. 

If it wasn’t for her 35-
pound weight loss from 
taking up exercise two 
years ago and her exper-
tise in the medical field, 
she might not have de-
tected the lump she found 
in her right breast while 
taking a shower, accord-
ing to Corker. 

Even though only one 
of her breasts was can-
cerous, she underwent 
a bilateral mastectomy, 
which means both were 
surgically removed. Her 
mother had breast can-
cer three years ago and 
another relative was di-
agnosed with ovarian 
cancer. Since there is a 
family history of cancer, 
she is at high risk of de-
veloping it once more, and 
removing both breasts 
could prevent that from 
happening again.  

Corker takes pride in 

being a caregiver and 
fiercely independent, but 
struggled at first after 
the diagnosis.

“I got a reality check,” 
Corker said. “But I had 
an advantage because 
I’ve seen a lot and I work 
with terrific surgeons.”

After she had her mas-
tectomy Sept. 22, plastic 
surgeon Dr. Sophie Bart-
sich performed the breast 
reconstruction using the 
AeroForm implant. 

“The regular tissue 
expanders we have been 
using until now use sa-
line and are like an emp-
ty water balloon with a 
valve,” said Bartsich. 

“You have to prick with a 
needle through the skin 
into the valve of the im-
plant to put the saline in. 
You can only expand it at 
a doctor’s office and you 
have to make multiple 
trips.”

This method is pain-
ful. It takes four to five 
months before there is a 
permanent implant, and 
the needle prick can re-
sult in an infection, ac-
cording to Jamaica Hos-
pital. 

The process with the 
AeroForm technology is 
simpler, faster and safer, 
Bartsich explained.

“This is an air-based 

expander that doesn’t use 
any saline and it releases 
gas gradually in small 
increments,” Bartsich 
said. “It is completely 
controlled by a remote 
control.” 

There is no needle 
stick involved after the 
surgeon places the im-
plants inside the chest 
cavity wall and patients 
are trained in how to use 
the remote so they can do 
it themselves from home, 
according to Bartsich. 

“Something that use 
to take five months now 
takes three weeks,” Bart-
sich said. 

Dr. Sophie Bartsich used a new breast cancer reconstruction technique on Jamaica resident Angela 
Corker at Jamaica Hospital. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Breast cancer walk set 

for Flushing Meadows
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 The American Cancer So-
ciety Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer walk is hold-
ing its walk Sunday in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. 
The walk attracts thousands 
of local breast cancer survi-
vors, caregivers, volunteers, 
and corporate and commu-
nity members who make 
donations supporting cancer 
research and patient services 
offered throughout Queens.

The annual walk funds 
breast cancer research, offers 
free patient-caregiver servic-
es, provides in-depth cancer 
information, and supports 
the law movement working 
to give women the care they 
need. It has raised hundreds 
of millions of dollars nation-
wide millions since 1984, 
when Massachusetts cancer 
survivor Margery “Margie” 
Gould Rath held the first 
benefit as a way to celebrate 
fellow cancer survivors and 
raise funds for ACS. 

According to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Cancer 
Facts & Figures 2017, an 
estimated 252,710 women 
in the United States will be 
diagnosed with breast can-
cer and 40,610 will die from 
the disease this year. About 
2,470 men are also expected 
to be diagnosed with breast 
cancer n 2017 with 460 will 
die from the disease. Since 
1993, more than 13 million 
supporters have raised more 
than $810 million to help end 
breast cancer. Today, walks 
are held in  more than 250 

communities nationwide.
Last year 12,000 Making 

Strides Against Breast Can-
cer of Queens participants 
raised $645,670 for ACS.

Astoria resident Vicky 
Rego, who is currently in 
active treatment for breast 
cancer, will walk for the 
first time this Sunday. She 
has personally raised $1,800 
in funds and is a successful 
team leader with Making 
Strides Against Breast Can-
cer of Queens. Rego is cur-
rently waiting for her treat-
ment to begin and said  she 
got involved with Making 
Strides when she went to ACS 
to get a wig from their wig 
program and look good, feel 
good program. 

“I started to get more in-
volved because I saw it as a 
way to give back,” she said. 
“As I signed up me, my gym 
partners signed up in my 
honor and because it’s such a 
great cause. We’ve been able 
to raise money through so-
cial media and emails.”

Rego is looking forward to 
Sundays walk.

“I’m excited and nervous,” 
she said, “ As far as treat-
ments go, I’m nervous about 
fatigue, but I’m excited to be 
participating because I’m an 
active person and exercise is 
an important part of our lives 
and well-being. Also because 
it’s for such a great cause and 
we’ll be able to raise money 
for it.”

Registration for the walk 
begins at 8 a.m. at 111-01 Co-
rona Ave. and the walk itself 
begins at 10 a.m.Continued on Page 14
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Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of last week’s

Pink Newspapers

Thank you to all our advertisers who participated in these important editions

Their participation helped raise breast cancer awareness in New York

EXPRESS
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For more information, please contact Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services,

                         English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Creole, Hebrew and Yiddish Speaking

Eldercare Services

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND & QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

The OHEL/Lifetime Care Foundation maintains 
a Medicaid Community Trust and is helping elderly

New Yorkers remain at home and avoid entering
a nursing home.

Ohel offers seniors free at home behavioral counseling for loneliness, isolation and 
coping with everyday aging. Case management is available

Ohel gave my mother back her smile!!!
Mrs J felt cancer made her unable to do anything.  She was in pain and 

needed physical help at home. Mrs J was always independent.  The 
social worker asked could she still smile.  The social worker asked 

her to smile at everyone she saw for one week.  The next week they 
talked about the change in how she was feeling.  Mrs. J felt she could 

do something...  She could smile again.

Ohel’s home bound program provides FREE counseling for older 
adults who might feel sad, lonely and isolated.  Some older adults 

might be struggle no with illness and physical changes.  Sessions can 
be anywhere- home, doctors offi ce etc.   Breaking problems into “bite 

Size” pieces can make it doable.

For more information call Harriet Blank at.

EPA targets radioactive site in Ridgewood
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Radioactive waste 

is to be removed from a 
contaminated section of 
Ridgewood which was once 
the location of a chemical 
plant that harvested raw 
materials from sand and 
dumped the refuse into the 
sewer.

The state Department 
of Environmental Con-
servation is backing the 
$39.9 million effort by the 
EPA to clean up the site 
in Ridgewood, which was 
placed on the National Pri-
orities List in 2013 and is 
part of the agency’s Super-
fund program.

The parcel of land — 
which became contami-
nated while under use by 
the Wolff-Alport Chemical 
Company from 1920 to 1954 
— will see all business ten-
ants relocated, buildings 
demolished, soil removed 
and sewers replaced, ac-
cording to the EPA. The 
three-quarter-acre patch 

of contaminated land is lo-
cated at 1125 to 1139 Irving 
Ave. and 1514 Cooper Ave. 
It used to be home to Jara-
bacoa Deli Grocery, as well 
as office space, residential 
apartments, several auto 
repair shops and ware-
housing space.

“The EPA has used the 
Superfund program to suc-
cessfully address shorter-
term risks posed by the 
radiation at this site, and 
this proposed plan moves 
us closer to a permanent 
fix that will protect those 
who live and work in the 
area over the long term,” 
said Catherine McCabe, 
acting regional adminis-
trator for the EPA. “While 
we recognize that reloca-
tion will be a stress on 
these businesses, we are 
weighing that against the 
long-term risks from ra-
diation, which include an 
increased risk of cancer. 
EPA believes that this pro-
posal offers the best course 
of action.”

The EPA announced 
that the full effort to over-
haul the space would take 
place in July after previ-
ous mitigation efforts in 
2012 to protect residents 
and employees at busi-
nesses from the radioac-
tive waste.

“Most recently, DEC 
submitted a concurrence 

letter for the EPA’s Record 
of Decision on September  
21, 2017,” a DEC spokes-
man said. “The ROD 
documents EPA’s selected 
remedy, which consists of 
permanent relocation of 
the tenants, demolition of 
the former Wolff-Alport 
Chemical Company build-
ings, contaminated soil 

excavation, contaminated 
sewer removal/cleaning, 
and off-site disposal of the 
contaminated soils and 
debris. The state supports 
the selected remedy which 
carries an estimated cost 
of $39.9M.”

The Wolff-Alport facil-
ity once operated on the 
entire site, now split into 
six parcels, extracting 
thorium from imported 
monazite sand, which con-
tains about 6 to 8 percent 
of the radiological metal. 
Until 1947, when the U.S. 
Atomic Energy Commis-
sion ordered it to stop, the 
company was dumping 
thorium waste into the 
sewer and other locations 
on the property, according 
to the EPA.

During an EPA survey 
in 2012, the agency also 
looked into the threat to 
children at nearby IS 384, 
which sits just across the 
Brooklyn border,  They 
found radon gas emanat-
ing from a hole in the 

basement which was lat-
er sealed with concrete. 
Tests came back with ra-
dioactive readings below 
what would be considered 
a threat, according to the 
EPA. 

The Superfund pro-
gram is used to address 
some of the most pressing 
environmental issues in 
the country. It is employed 
by the EPA to launch oil 
spill cleanup efforts and 
disaster relief.

According to the state 
Department of Health, the 
six parcels of land in a 10-
block section showed only 
19 cases of cancer from 
2005 to 2010. The cancer 
count was lower compared 
to the sections which sit 
adjacent to the Wolff-Al-
port land with each having 
34, 26 and 27 cases within 
that time frame.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

The EPA is targeting a Ridgewood site for extensive cleanup of 
radioactive material.



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, O
CT. 15, 2017

9

VISIT WWW.QCC.CUNY.EDU/OPENHOUSE TO LEARN MORE.

• Explore Our Beautiful 37-Acre Campus
• Learn About Our Championship Athletics, Rich Campus Life,   
Internships, and Study Abroad & Scholarship Opportunities

• Discover Our 35+ Award-Winning Academic Programs &  
Our Nationally-Recognized Queensborough Academies  
Model for Student Success 

222-05 56th Avenue,  Bayside,  NY 1 1364

You’re Invited!
FALL OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28TH, 9AM-1PM
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Walk down memory lane

In Little Bay Park, the Walk to End Alzheimer’s surpasses its goal to raise $100,000. Teams wore theoir own T-shirts as they walk on behalf of those lost to the incurable brain disease. 

PHOTOS BY ANDREW ROSS
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We've listened to our patrons...
WATCH FOR A NEW 

MENU THIS FALL.

FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR

SATURDAY COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL SPECIALS 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
BRUNCH 11-3PM

For all NFL Games Sunday, Monday, & Thursday $3 pints of Bud Lite, 
Coors Lite, & Miller Lite. Pitchers $12 for the above beers 

Great brick oven pizza by Joe who's been making pizza for over 40 years. 
Watch the game on over 60 HDTVs with surround sound. 

GIVEAWAYS 
with purchase of COORS LIGHT OR 

MILLER LITE
during many football games 

throughout the season

Best Happy Hour in Queens, Live Music 
Complimentary Ship Roast & Drink 
Specials 5-9pm. Djs every Friday & 
Saturday Night at 10pm. Dance Floor Open. 

All day and at 5pm 
Prime Rib Night $29.95 
includes Queen Cut Prime Rib, fresh baked 
rolls, loaded potato, vegetable, salad.

Unlimited Bloody Marys, Mimosa, 
Screw Drivers, Sangria with 
Brunch, 2 hours. Choice of 
Unlimited Drinks $26.95
Including domestic tap beer

THURSDAY 
1/2 PRICE 

BRICK 
OVEN 
PIZZA

OCT. 26
Costume Party 
Prices for 

 Best Original
  Costume 

 Best Couple or 
Team Costume
Drink Specials

Plus DJ
10PM 

NO COVER CHARGE

The Place where everyone goes for Sports, Fine Food & Fun.
Serving the community since 1933. Come Thirsty & Hungry

O’NEILL’s Maspeth

MONDAY NIGHT WINGS 

WEDNESDAY LOBSTER 

Winners of Citifield Wing Contest & Voted 
Best Wings in New York City. 
20 flavors of wings - 50 Cents 
Wings & Drink Specials 5-11pm

Add a domestic pint $3 Bud,
Bud Light, Cours Lite, Yuengling

$24.95 - Choose a 1¼ lobster. 
Includes ¼ roasted chicken, baked 
potato, corn on the cob, and salad. 

TUESDAY BURGER NIGHT

 FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
DINNER & DESTINY 5PM

MARILYN THE CARD reader
Formerly from The Sly Fox. 

FREE DELIVERY &  

OCT. 21st
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OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, October 15, 2017 

10am-3pm

SHADOW A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432  |  Phone: 718-297-2120
Fax: 718-739-0037  |  @WEARETMLA  |  #HILLTOPPERNATION  |  TACHS #016

The Mary Louis Academy

Please pre-register
for our open house
at www.tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is 
sponsored by the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Brentwood, 

New York.  Accredited by the 
Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Schools and 

Chartered by the State of NY.

At The Mary Louis Academy, you will find your own voice—distinctive, confident, intelligent, 
creative, and empowered—a voice that will be once of your greatest assets in life.
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BY BILL PARRY

The city said it has 
been housing home-
less families at a hotel 
in Long Island City less 
than a half mile from 
the Best Western hotel in 
Sunnyside since July. 

Officials from the 
city’s Department of 
Homeless Services dis-
closed the information 
during a raucous Com-
munity Board 2 meeting 
Oct. 5 while answering 
questions about the use 
of the Best Western at 38-
05 Hunters Point Blvd. 

DHS has reserved 
and is using 48 out of 71 
rooms at the City View 
Inn, a hotel located at 33-
17 Greenpoint Ave. in the 
Blissville section of Long 
Island City. 

“As the mayor has 
said, homeless New 
Yorkers come from ev-
ery community in New 
York City,” DHS spokes-

man Isaac McGinn said, 
“and as we phase out 
less-effective, haphaz-
ard, band-aid measures, 
once and for all, includ-
ing commercial hotels, 
we are committed to en-
suring that, over time, 
high quality shelters are 
distributed equitably to 
meet the need in all five 
boroughs.”

Community Board 2 
is now home to three ho-
tels that DHS is using to 
house homeless families. 
The agency began renting 
about  half of the 72 rooms 
at the Quality Inn located 
at 53-05 Queens Blvd. just 
over a year ago. 

During the meeting, 
Amanda Nasner, the 
Queens director for DHS, 
said that 416 homeless 
individuals are now be-
ing housed in Commu-
nity Board 2 and that 260 
homeless people who are 
in the citywide shelter 
system come from CB2. In 

his remarks to CB2, City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
called the system broken 
and absurd that DHS can 
take over a commercial 
hotel without engaging 
the community first.   

“I’m calling on the 
mayor to end this unfair 
practice of warehousing 
homeless families with-
out any community in-
put,” Van Bramer said. 
“This is not a coherent 
strategy, and it is not a 
plan to address home-
lessness. Further, our 
community now houses 
more homeless individu-
als than it produces. The 
mayor has said those num-
bers should be aligned. 
So why do we keep con-
verting hotels into shel-
ters in an area already 
doing more than its fair 
share? It’s wrong and it 
must end. The mayor and 
Department of Homeless 
Services commissioner 

should come to our com-
munity and answer these 
questions directly from 
my constituents.”

As the CB 2 meeting 
erupted with shouts from 
the audience, CB 2 Chair-
woman Denise Keehan-
Smith tried to keep order 
with her gavel. She final-
ly stepped between two 
DHS officials and took 
the microphone.

“Just to let everyone 
know on the board: We 
are planning to meet 
with our elected offi-
cials, community board 
and DHS to hash out all 
of these issues and ad-
dress your concerns and 
see what the best process 
is moving forward,” she 
said. “Clearly it’s not 
working right now.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

The city admits its sheltering homeless families at the 
City View Inn in the Blissville section of Long Island City. 

Photo by Bill Parry

said. “The question is do you 
want to stand still or move 
forward.” 

Davis emphasized the 
need to update schools to 
meet the demands of the cur-
rent job market. 

“The great accomplish-
ments of our state constitu-
tion have been won in Con-
stitutional Conventions,” 
Davis said. “Right now our 
constitution only guarantees 
a sound basic education. We 
need more for the jobs of to-
morrow.” 

Dermot Smyth, the politi-
cal action coordinator for the 

United Federation of Teach-
ers in Queens, agreed with 
Miller, who opposes a conven-
tion.

“The moment that con-
stitutional convention is 
opened, big money is going 
to start circulating in the 
background,” Smyth said. 
“It’s going to start a narra-
tive. How bad public pen-
sions are, how it’s hurting 
the taxpayer and how it’s 
hurting the government.”

All the panelists involved 
encouraged the audience to 
vote and to inform friends 
and families about the consti-
tutional convention, because 
it is on  the back of the ballot 
and people might fail to no-
tice it. 

The panelists also took is-
sue with the breakaway Inde-
pendent Democratic Caucus. 

A lot of the legislation the 
Democratic members of the 
Senate want to pass cannot 
happen because of the IDC 
sharing power with Repub-
licans, according to Comrie. 
This also means the changes 
that the progressives want 
in the referendum would be 
unlikely, unless Democrats 
retake the Senate.  

“I’m telling you I’m vot-
ing no,” said Comrie. “The 
whole staffing of the con-
vention would be up to the 
Republican majority in the 
state Senate. We don’t know 
how things are going to be 
shaped.” 

Continued from Page 4 

Convention

The device, which was 
FDA-approved in Decem-
ber, has no side effects 
and can be implanted 
immediately after a sur-
gery. Since saline ex-
panders require needle 
pricks that could cause 
infections, like staph, 
patients typically have to 
wait around six months. 

“You can plan both 
procedures at once, or six 
weeks in between, and it 
can get you through the 
recovery and reconstruc-
tion process so much 
faster,” the surgeon said. 
“Patients can take own-
ership over themselves. 
It’s very empowering and 
no one is poking you.” 

The remote even 
alerts the patient to when 
the expansion is full and 
plays a little music, ac-
cording to the doctor. It 
also comes in different 
sizes and is covered by 
insurance. 

“It comes in a silicone 

shell with a [carbon diox-
ide] cartridge inside that 
releases the gas,” Bart-
sich said. 

AeroForm has been 
available in the United 
States since January and 
became available in Aus-
tralia in mid-2015, accord-
ing to Jennie Kim, the 
senior director of Global 
Marketing of AirXpand-
ers, the company that 
produces the device. 

Dan Jacobs, a Silicon 
Valley-based plastic sur-
geon, created AeroForm 
and was inspired to use 
gas implants after he 
fixed his bike, according 
to Kim.

“After a long day of 
seeing his breast recon-
struction patients and 
giving saline injections, 
he kept thinking there 
must be a better way,” 
Kim said of Jacobs.  “He 
was out on a bike ride 
and came upon the idea 
of using a tiny canister 
of compressed gas, simi-
lar to the one he carried 
to fix a f lat tire, inside of 
a tissue expander.”

As Corker waits to 

find out what stage can-
cer she has, she is doing 
everything to maintain 
her health by eating bet-
ter and exercising. 

“I have strict greenery, 
lemon water, fruits, and 
nuts,” said Corker. “No 
junk food or processed 
food. I have baked fish.”

Bartsich said nutri-
tion is key. 

“The better you eat, 
the better you heal,” 
Bartsich said. “It’s about 
balance.”

She recommended 
prunes and an ounce of 
walnuts to prevent breast 
cancer. Protein is good, 
but avoid processed food. 
Having a little fat or sugar 
is fine, and don’t have junk 
food as an entire meal. 

“Stay conscious to your 
body at all times,” Corker 
said. “[AeroForm] is prob-
ably the best thing you can 
partake in while you are 
in your recovery period. It 
even plays music to you.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 6 

Surgery

Avella said. “Companies 
that fail to disclose safety 
information, especially 
that of a driver who has a 
history of unsafe driving, 
are purposely putting their 

customers, and everyone 
who they share the road 
with, in serious danger. 
Strengthening the penal-
ties for this dereliction of 
duty is a good start to en-
suring the safety of New 
Yorkers who put their lives 
in the hands of bus compa-
nies.”

The report indicated 
that 121 out of 249 bus com-
panies in the state have 
federal violations against 
them.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 3 

Bus safety
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$$$LOANS$$$ 
GET CASH IN MINUTES 
0% interest loans on your first month

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

CAP PAWN LIC> 1382027                                                                                     CAP GOLD LIC. 138205

CAPITAL PAWN BROKERS
GOLD & ESTATE BUYERS
247-05 Jericho Tpke. Bellerose. 

(1/4 mile East Of Cross Island PKWY across from Chase Bank)

FREE WALK-IN APPRAISALS AND HIGHEST PRICES GUARANTEED
We are are a Family Business for over 100 years Licensed and Insured

Contact Jeff ~ 718.347.3949 
or visit our website  www.CAPITALPAWNBROKERINC.com
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

2:30 pm 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. Same seminars and times 
for both expos. Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Sunday, 
November 12th

10am–4pm
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FOREST HILLS
7100 Yellowstone Boulevard

Forest Hills, NY 11375

2 Expos

2 Locations

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Lunch at the Expo if you register by October 15th

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

as of Oct. 11, 2017

The Allure Group
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L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia, Cape May
 Longwood Gardens, Jack O’Lantern Blaze
 Dinner Shows, Casinos, Shopping & More
 Ocean City Halloween Beach Maze
 Thanksgiving, Christmas & NY Eve Trips
 The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
 Vermont Maple Festival & More
 There’s Only One Kentucky; Outer Banks

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches 
and 24-seat mini buses available 
for your transportation needs.

Cruises Destinations
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises          
& Vacation Packages

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7 - 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

Receive a FREE Bus Trip after completing a 9 Days or more cruise

17 Days Amazing China Tour
Saturday, April 7 - Monday, April 23, 2018
Double: $4989; Single $5989
15 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 12 Dinners
Highlights: Shanghai, Hangzhou, Guilin, Yangshuo,
Xian, Beijing, Hong Kong & Macau

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Price includes round trip air fare, taxes, hotel transfers, high speed train ticket, air 
tickets in China, admissions, hotel accommodation, gratuity for drivers & tour guides.
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- The New Yorker

July 19, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 11UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

A CNG Publication

BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015
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UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

(D-Flushing) was the only 
elected official to stand with 
Sharif’s family during an 
emotionally charged news 
conference Tuesday in Jack-
son Heights.

Simran Sharif, 18, and her 
sister Samiha, 14, are high 
school students, and Ameri-
can citizens, who grew up on 
47th Street in Woodside. 

They said their father 
arrived in the United States 
in 1992 and filed for political 
asylum, but was not able to 
maintain the documentation 
as he had to “work and put 
food on the table” for his fam-
ily, according to Samiha.

“Who will take care of us 
if he is deported?” she asked 
the day before it became re-
ality.

Simran broke into tears 
as she read her statement.

“I don’t want to go to 
school anymore, my mom 
and sister cry all the time for 
my father,” she said. “I cry 
also, but I don’t want to cry 
in front of my sister. I don’t 
want to cry in front of any-
one, because then people will 
not think I am a brave girl.”

Both sisters are undergo-
ing mental health counsel-
ing while their mother takes 
medication for depression.

Ali Najmi, a criminal at-
torney and political action 
director of the Alliance of 
South Asian American La-
bor, said Sharif was appre-
hended by ICE agents in 2013 

and issued a deportation or-
der but was given a deporta-
tion deferment and issued a 
work permit by the Obama 
administration.

“Under President Obama, 
these deportation were de-
ferred for a purpose,” Najmi 
said. “He could take care of 
his kids and provide for his 
family and when these kids 
turn 21, they can sponsor 
him for citizenship. That 
was the intention behind 
deferred deportations under 
Obama. To President Trump 
-- what are you doing?”

During Sharif’s annual 
check-in to renew his work 
permit on June 22 he was 
taken into custody at ICE’s 
Manhattan office and sent 
to a detention facility in 
Hudson County, N.J., where 
his family visited him ev-
ery Saturday.

“It was not a nice place, 
they treated us like crimi-
nals,” his wife Ferdousi 
said. “It was very heart-
breaking.”

He was later transferred 
to Louisiana and on to a de-
tention facility in Florence, 
Ariz.

“He was in a small room 
with many people,” Fer-
dousi said. “He’s a very 
religious man and they 
wouldn’t let him pray.”

Less than 24 hours later, 
Sharif boarded a plane and 
was deported.

“This is an American 
family that is being broken 
apart by an inhumane poli-
cy,” Najmi said.

During the press confer-

ence at Smart Academia in 
Woodside, a tutoring cen-
ter where the Sharif sisters 
were once students, owner 
and principal Moham-
med Rashid offered to be 
deported instead of their 
father. Another activist, 
Alan Roskoff, volunteered 
to go on hunger strike.

“I loved Obama’s Amer-
ica. I do not love Trump’s 
America,” Roskoff said. “I 
want to go back to loving 
America.”

Assemblyman Kim 
learned of the Sharif de-
portation Wednesday.

“This is the real-
ity for many immigrant 
families under this ad-
ministration,” Kim said. 
“Mr. Sharif came to this 
country seeking political 
asylum, in search of a bet-
ter life. He was detained 
while completing his an-
nual check-in with immi-
gration authorities. This 
will only push families 
further into the shadows, 
even taxpaying parents of 
American citizens, with 
no criminal records, who 
can no longer trust the 
government to not sudden-
ly detain and deport them 
from the only place they 
call home. This is a sad 
day for all of us but none 
so much as Mr. Sharif and 
his family. Our thoughts 
are with them today.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Sisters

immigration officer deport-
ing employees, and a tax 
collector looking for money 
hidden under Wong Fu’s 
mattress. There was also 
a “sweat shop” mode that 
forced employees to work 
faster and in unfair condi-
tions, according to Meng. 

Big-O-Tree Games Inc. 
was seeking distribution on 
Apple, Android and Google 
platforms and previewed 
the game on social media, 
which was where Chan first 
saw the game and decided 
to bring attention to the 
game’s offensive premise. 

Chan said the communi-
ty must stay vigilant, speak 
up and act whenever and 

wherever racism and hate 
rears its ugly head.

“2017 has seen a world-
wide resurgence of hate 
and racism — this in-
stance in the form of a 
‘game’” she said. “‘Dirty 
Chinese Restaurant’ had 
no other purpose than to 
mock Chinese through ev-
ery racist stereotype im-
age available and would 
have given those with 
limited or no interaction 
with Chinese  the idea that 
we are monsters. I am 
elated that we were able 
to persuade the creators 
to cancel its release.”

Big-O-Tree Games is-
sued an apology and is in 
the process of removing the 
game content from all its 
platforms following pres-
sure from Meng, Stavisky 

and Chan.
“Racism must be called 

out, whenever and wher-
ever we see it,”  Meng said. 
“I want to thank everyone 
who joined me and spoke 
out against the demeaning 
and negative stereotypes 
depicted in the video game, 
‘Dirty Chinese Restau-
rant.’ While I’m pleased 
that Big-O-Trees Games 
has decided not to release 
its racist video game, it is 
disturbing that something 
like this would have pro-
gressed as far as it did. I 
hope this company does 
not live up to its name in 
future endeavors.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 
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For more information call 718.224.5863 Ext. 228 or visit itsinqueens.com

October 16 - November 2DINEIN
QUEENS

restaurant. Drinks, taxes and gratuity not included.

Sponsored by:
THE QUEENS

Dine at hundreds of 

restaurants in Queens, the 

city’s most diverse and 

multicultural borough.

$28*
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in by the Interior Depart-
ment’s National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation Grant 
and the Dept. of Environ-
mental Conservation fund-
ing to finish the project,  
doubling the budget.

The cove was decimat-
ed by Hurricane Sandy 
in 2012 and designs to 
improve the park, shore-
front and wetlands were 
completed in May 2016. 
However, the bids to finish 
the project were twice the 
$7 million wildlife grant 
and DEC funding to repair 
the five acres of salt marsh 
and seven acres of coastal 
woodland, according to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s of-
fice.  

With the $14 million  se-
cured for the project, there 
will be removal of the con-
taminated fill across the 
site with clean sand and 
the installation of a pedes-
trian pathway along a pe-
rimeter berm, according 
to de Blasio’s office. 

The sand and the path-
way will provide storm 

protection and access to 
the cove, according to the 
mayor’s office. In addi-
tion, the Jamaica Bay Eco-
Watchers, with support 
from the American Litto-
ral Society, will contribute 
marsh-planning efforts. 
The Littoral Society is a 
conservation group that 
educates people about ma-
rine and habitat life. 

Representatives of 
Sunset Cove were thrilled 
about the funding.

“Sunset Cove is such 
an incredible victory for 
this community, and I’m 
honored to have helped 
facilitate the process to 
where construction is set 
to begin next year,” said 
Assemblywoman Stacey 
Pheffer Amato (D-Rock-
away Beach). “This com-
munity resource will not 
only show off the natural 
beauty of our water and 
its ecosystem, but will 
create the next genera-
tion of environmentalists 
to preserve and protect it. 
Thanks to everyone who’s 
been working so hard to 
make the cove a reality.”

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (D-Ozone Park) was 

happy about what the res-
toration would do for the 
community. 

“Sunset Cove overlooks 
the shorefront and has 
great potential for both 
the residents and visitors 
of Broad Channel,” Ulrich 
said. “This project will 
remove contaminated fill, 
provide much-needed ac-
cess to the park, and re-
store the natural habitat 
for fish, birds and wildlife. 
It will be a great addition 
for our community once it 
is completed.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
was ecstatic about the 
project no longer being 
stalled. 

“Any opportunity tak-
en to improve an area rav-
aged by Superstorm Sandy, 
in which the project has a 
direct benefit to the people 
and the environment, is 
a positive step forward,” 
Addabbo said.

The project is expected 
to be completed in 2019. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Jamaica Bay
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and 
House Minority Leader Nan-
cy Pelosi D-Calif.) warn the 
hard-line stance could derail 
such a deal.

“The administration 
can’t be serious about a 
compromise or helping the 
Dreamers if they begin with 
a list that is anathema to the 
Dreamers, to the immigrant 
community and to the vast 
majority of Americans,” they 
said in a joint statement.

The administration’s im-
migration principle includes 
the funding of a wall along 
the U.S. and Mexico border, a 
crackdown on undocument-
ed children being sent to the 
U.S. border from Central and 
South America and curbs on 
federal grants to “sanctuary 
cities,” like New York, ac-
cording to documents posted 
on the White House website.

Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin, 
the Democratic Whip tweet-
ed, “I thought it was Mexico 
who was supposed to pay for 
the wall. Now the president 
tells us it’s the Dreamers.”

Schumer and Pelosi won-

dered if President Trump 
was serious about helping 
Dreamers during their 
closed-door meeting last 
month.  

“We told the president at 
our meeting that we were 
open to reasonable border 
security measures, but this 
list goes far beyond what is 
reasonable,” they said. “This 
proposal fails to represent 
any attempt at compromise.”

Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions weighed in on the 
administration’s new im-
migration priorities and of-
fered praise.

“For decades the Ameri-
can people rightly have 

pleaded with their govern-
ment for a lawful system of 
immigration,” Sessions said. 
“They have asked for secure 
borders and an immigra-
tion system that serves the 
national interest. Unfortu-
nately, over the last several 
decades respect for the rule 
of law has broken down and 
immigration enforcement 
has been sacrificed for the 
sake of political expediency. 
This has made us less secure 
and it cannot stand.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Dreamers

The Dreamers face new obstacles as the Trump administration announces 
its new immigration principles. Courtesy Daniel Altschuler
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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COMPLETE YOUR CELEBRATION WITH OUR

Selection of Wursts choose from 
our selection of

Over 60 
german beers

Hot Leberkäse Daily
Krainerwurst
Knockwurst
Bauernwurst
Weisswurst
Saitenwurst
Bockwurst

Touristenwurst
Thüringer Bratwurst

Landjäger
Bolognas
Salamis

Assorted Liverwursts
...and more!Bockwurst ...and more!

69-40 MYRTLE AVENUE  |  GLENDALE , NY 11385  |  ZUMSTAMMTISCH.COM  |  718-386-7200

Oktoberfest
WURSTS, BEER, DECOR & MORE!

STOP BY THE PORK STORE FOR


