
BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

Statue of Peace, a memorial to 
“comfort women” who were ex-
ploited as sexual slaves by the Jap-
anese military during World War 

II, was unveiled at the Museum 
of Korean American Heritage in 
Manhattan last week.

The monument depicts a bronze 
girl in traditional Korean clothes 
sitting next to an empty chair with 

the shadow behind her of an old 
woman. The inscription reads, 
“This monument is an historical 
marker offered in the memory of 
the hundreds of thousands of wom-
en and girls who were forced to be 

comfort women, and is dedicated 
to eradicating sexual violence and 
trafficking. Their powerful his-
tory and noble spirit should never 
be forgotten.”

It is   an exact replica of the 
statue outside the Japanese em-
bassy in Seoul, South Korea, and 
designed by the same artists, Kim 
Seo-kyung and Kim Eun-sung, 
who attended the unveiling last 
Friday.

Historians say up to 200,000 
women from at least 13 Asian-Pa-
cific countries and a former Dutch 
colony in modern Indonesia were 
forcibly enslaved by the Japanese 
government and brutally raped 
by Japanese military officers and 
personnel. Many were girls—often 
between 12-19 years old, according 
to testimonies cited by Margaret 
Stetz, a professor of women’s stud-
ies and humanities at the Univer-
sity of Delaware.

Dr. Pyong Gap Min, a sociol-
ogy professor and director of the 
Research Center for Korean Com-
munity at Queens College, said the 
“hyper sexual exploitation” was 
extremely violent and frequently 
exposed women to injuries, pain, 
infertility, vaginal ruptures and 
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On Liberty Avenue in Richmond Hill, the Diwali parade waits until dusk to kick off — the better to show off the lights 
everyone is carrying for the Hindu holiday named for lights.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

City Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gardens) is 
urging the MTA to restore Q75 
bus service between Bayside and 
Jamaica after the line was axed in 
2010 due to budget cuts to the state 
agency.

Grodenchik and other elected 
officials who joined him at a late 
September news conference at 
230th Street and 69th Avenue in 
Oakland Gardens claimed many 
constituents in the area no longer 
have bus service near their homes, 
nor do they have a way to connect 
with other lines and often have to 
make two connections just to reach 
a subway station.

“In my district, we have no sub-
way service and rely on MTA buses 
to get around,” Grodenchik said. 
“The restoration of the Q75 bus line 
would greatly improve the quality 
of life for seniors, students and resi-
dents across eastern Queens. It’s 
the MTA’s duty to prioritize resto-
ration in areas where bus service is 
so critical. More transit options for 
the people of eastern Queens need 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Councilman Rory Lancman’s (D-Hillcrest) bill 
requiring the NYPD to provide periodic data on 
fare evasion arrests received formal consideration 
from the City Council’s Public Safety Committee 
this week. The legislation, which was introduced in 

Council considers bill 
on fare evasion arrests

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A popular Astoria bar-
tender is preparing for the 
fight of his life…with a lot 
of help from his friends.

They say what goes 
around comes around. 
And that proved to be true 

when it came to the out-
pouring of love and sup-
port Stewart Whalley got 
from Astoria’s tight-knit 
bar community and other 
compassionate locals, 
after finding out he had 
Hodgkin lymphoma over 
the summer.

The charming Man-
chester, England, native, 
known affectionately as 
Stu, has been a friend to 
many and a well-known 
fixture in the hip neigh-
borhood, calling it home 
since relocating to Queens 
back in 2009 from Manhat-

The tight-knit Astoria community rallied 
around popular Sweet Afton bartender 
Stewart Whalley when they found out that 
he was diagnosed with Hodgkin lymphoma. 

Photo by Jason Kahn

Electeds call 
for restoration 
of Q75 bus line

Memorial remembers sex victims 
City unveils first ‘comfort women’ statue to recognize those who suffered
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Astoria supports bartender

CELEBRATING DIWALI
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Sotomayor gives advice to Queens College students
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
Supreme Court Associ-

ate Justice Sonya Sotomayor 
made a special appearance 
at Queens College Monday 
morning, participating in 
a Q&A with Queens Col-
lege students and moderator 
President Felix Matos Rodri-
guez.

Sotomayor, who decided 
to walk around the Lefrak 
Concert Hall and talk face-
to-face with students instead 
of remaining on stage, talked 
about what inspired her to 
get into law, the challenges 
of being a judge and handed 
out career advice to the stu-
dents. 

Rodriguez started off the 
Q&A by asking the justice 
if she was able to go back in 
time would she still have cho-
sen law as a career or would 
she have gone in a different 
direction before she knew 
she would be on the Supreme 
Court? Sotomayor said she 
believes she was born to be 
a lawyer and what solidified 
that decision when she was 
only 9 years old was the tele-
vision show “Perry Mason.” 

“I really always wanted 
to be a lawyer,” she told  Ro-
driguez. “I had an insight 

very early from watching 
that show on what lawyer-
ing meant and it’s an insight 
that’s guided me throughout 
my career and even today, 
which is what lawyers do is 
help people in their relation-
ships in society. That’s what 
law does.  Law regulates our 
behavior with one another, 
not moral judgment but legal 
judgement. It tells you what 

society finds acceptable or 
unacceptable, and what obli-
gations, responsibilities and 
rights it’s going to give you 
within the society.”

She said lawyers help 
people, institutions and pri-
vate and public entities man-
age their relationship to one 
another.

“I watched ‘Perry Mason’ 
manage his clients’ relation-

ship with the state but also 
with helping them in their 
lives,” she said.  “So that was 
attractive to me from the 
very beginning and has re-
mained so my entire life.”

Sotomayor was born in 
the Bronx in 1954 to Puerto 
Rican parents. In 1976 she 
graduated from Princeton 
University with a B.A. de-
gree and in 1979 she earned 

a J.D. from Yale Law School. 
Sotomayor began her ca-
reer serving as an assis-
tant district attorney in the 
Manhattan DA’s office from 
1979–1984 and a federal pros-
ecutor from 1992–1998 in the 
U.S. attorney’s office in Man-
hattan.  She became a judge 
on the U.S. Court of Appeals, 
Second Circuit, from 1998 to 
2009, when she was appointd 
to the Supreme Court after 
being nominated by Presi-
dent Barack Obama. 

A freshman student 
asked the justice what advice 
she would give to first-year 
students.

“I think the most valu-
able degree in the world is 
a degree in the bachelor of 
arts,” she told her. “A liberal 
arts education is supposed 
to teach you what you don’t 
know, expose you to things 
that you know nothing about. 
That’s what learning should 
be, that’s what makes you a 
more interesting person, a 
more knowledgeable person 
and more than that a better 
person. For me, if you’re go-
ing to spend the money to go 
to college, take advantage of 
this place, don’t take courses 
in the things that attract you. 
How do yo know whether 

you’ll be good or bad at some-
thing unless you try it? How 
do you know what’s going to 
ignite the fire of your brain 
unless you take a chance and 
take courses just for the sake 
of learning?”

Sotomayor drew on her 
own experience. She said 
her first year she took an 
introductory art course so 
that when she went to mu-
seums she would finally un-
derstand the art and differ-
ent styles. She said she also 
took Economics 101 and 
Religion 101 because when 
she opened up the newspa-
per she would mostly either 
read about war and econom-
ic policies. She said taking 
the courses helped her un-
derstand the verbiage and 
know the phrases, making 
her a better and more in-
formed citizen.  It also made 
it easier for her to do some-
thing as simple as reading 
the newspaper each day. 

“My advice is take the 
classes that you think might 
scare you and find out what 
it’s about, “she said. “Have 
the courage to try different 
things. It takes courage to 
look at something and say “I 
don’t know if I’ll be any good 
at it but let me figure it out’”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials are look-
ing to help yellow taxi drivers 
after the expansion of Uber 
and Lyft in the city has low-
ered the value of a once high-
ly valuable medallion. 

Congresswoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) sent a 
letter to the National Credit 
Union Administration call-
ing on the agency to work 
with borrowers who used 
Melrose Credit Union, locat-
ed at 139-30 Queens Blvd., to 
finance the purchase of New 
York City taxi medallions. 
In 2014 taxi medallions sold 
for up to $1.3 million, but that 
value has dropped to $160,000 
according to Meng.

 NCUA assumed control of 
Melrose in February after the 
New York State Department 

of Financial Services found 
“unsafe and unsound condi-
tions” at the credit union. 
As as a result NCUA has re-
quired many medallion loans 
to be rapidly repaid in full, re-
sulting in the bankruptcy of 
35 taxi industry borrowers. 

Melrose’s loan portfolio 
is more than 90 percent com-
prised of medallion-backed 
loans, Meng said.

She said medallion own-
ers who borrowed from Mel-
rose are being met with un-
fair repayment demands. 

“This burden is turn-
ing the lives of hardworking 
taxi drivers upside down, 
threatening their livelihood 
and forcing many into bank-
ruptcy,” Meng said. “It is also 
threatening the survival of 
the New York taxi industry. 
NCUA must do what it can to 

stop the bleeding. The agency 
should seek to protect medal-
lion owners as much as it pos-
sibly can. Borrowers, through 
no fault of their own, have hit 
hard times due to a changing 
industry.  They need help. I 
eagerly await the agency’s re-
sponse to our letter.”

On Tuesday Councilman 
Ydalis Rodriguez (D-Manhat-
tan), chairman of the Trans-
portation Committee, was 
joined by Councilman Costa 
Constantinides ( D-Astoria) at 
City Hall proposing a bill that 
would help taxi cab drivers. 
Rodriguez proposed a bill that 
would allow for two vehicles 
for the price of one medallion. 
In response the Taxi and Lim-
ousine Commission, which 
oversee the taxi industry, said 
it would consider the proposal. 

Rebecca Harshbarger, 

a spokeswoman for the TL, 
said the commission has 
taken steps to ease the bur-
den on cab drivers, including 
supporting two bills recently 
signed into law. The first 
bill significantly lowered 
the transfer tax on sale of a 
medallion and another bill 
eliminated a rule that labeled 
almost 9,000 medallions as 
ones that could only be held 
individually and prohibited 
individual owners from own-
ing more than one. 

 The Business Insider re-
ported this week that there 
are now more Uber and Lyft 
cars working the streets in 
the city than yellow cabs.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Supreme Court Associate Justice Sonya Sotomayor answers Queens College students questions.  
Photo by Gina Martinez

Meng asks credit agency to help yellow cab owners

Congresswoman Grace Meng is asking the NCUA to work with bor-
rowers from Melrose Credit Union. 
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- The New York Times

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The mayor held his 39th 

town hall at August Mar-
tin High School Monday to 
an eager crowd of over 500 
constituents just days after 
announcing his 3-K for All 
program. 

Throughout the evening 
he mentioned the progress 
of the city, southeast Queens 
and the surrounding com-
munity near the school lo-
cated at 156-10 Baisley Blvd. 
in South Jamaica. He also 
held a Q&A session that ad-
dressed the residents’ con-
cerns.

“This year we have 
3-year-olds getting early 
childhood education,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “Parents, 
plan ahead and tell your fam-
ily members this is going to 
be a great thing for their chil-
dren.” 

The mayor announced 
that since his spearheading 
of Pre-K for All program 
across the city, the South Ja-
maica region has quadrupled 
the seats for pre-school over 
the last four years. He also 
wants to make pre-school for 
3-year-olds universal across 
the city by 2021. 

His remarks also focused 
on crime, illegal dumping,  
Vision Zero, parks, public 
housing and even August 
Martin itself. 

Crime is down in South 
Jamaica, where the 113th 
Precinct recorded an overall 
drop in crime of 10 percent 
from last year as well as a de-
crease in shootings of 53 per-
cent, according to de Blasio. 

The mayor credited the 
drop in crime to the addi-
tional 2,000 officers he has 
hired during his tenure,  the 
Neighborhood Community 
Officer program, and to lo-
cal activists like Erica Ford 
of LIFE Camp Inc., an orga-
nization dedicated to stop-
ping violent crime among 
youth. 

“In the last 3 1/2 years 
LIFE Camp’s catchment area 
has not had a single murder,” 
said de Blasio. 

LIFE Camp manages 
its South Jamaica Cure 
Violence program mostly in 

Rochdale Village.
To curb the illegal dump-

ing crisis in the district, 
which he learned about from 
Community Board 12 Chair-
woman Adrienne Adams 
 , the mayor and the head 
of Sanitation will increase 
fines from $1,200 to $5,000 
and penalties will be higher 
for repeat offenders. 

The mayor touted the 
decrease in car deaths and 
accidents through his Vi-
sion Zero program. He has 
turned 12 narrow two-way 
streets in downtown Jamai-
ca into expansive one-way 
streets, and earlier in the 
day a speed bump was added 
to the Sikh Cultural Society 
building in Richmond Hill 
by the city Department of 
Transportation.

The tennis and basket-
ball courts at the Police Of-
ficer Edward Byrne Park 
in South Ozone Park will 
get a $2.6 million make-
over from the Parks De-
partment, he said. Jamai-
ca Playground in South 
Jamaica will receive $4.6 
million in playground area 
and basketball and hand-
ball court renovations. 

When asked by an 8-year-
old who attends PS 108 in 
South Ozone Park  to get 
garbage cans and new bath-
rooms for Baisley Pond Park, 
he made the early announce-
ment that it will receive al-
most $10 million in updates. 

“There will be $850,000 
in upgrades to the fitness 
equipment, there will be $3 
million for the track and the 
renovations to the soccer 
and football field will be $6 
million,” he said,

De Blasio wants to add 
150 units of affordable hous-
ing units for seniors at North 
Eastern Towers, an assisted 
living facility on Guy Brewer 
Boulevard in Rochdale. 

“The people who need 
affordable housing the most 
are our seniors,” the mayor 
said. “Just last week the City 
Council approved the North 
Eastern Towers annex of 150 
affordable apartments for se-
niors.”

When the issue of vermin 
at the facility was brought 
up during the Q&A, the rep-
resentatives for the depart-
ments of Aging, Housing and 
Health did not know who was 
responsible for maintaining 
the cleanliness of the senior 
homes. 

“We found the problem 
here, haven’t we?” de Blasio 
said and then he singled out 
the Health Department. “We 
are going to be having more 
senior housing in the city 
and we need to have a holis-
tic policy with clear health 
standards in it.” 

Through the Department 
of Education August Martin 
received $1.7 million for a li-
brary and new technology. 

The PTA president of the 
school asked the mayor what 
he was doing to close the gap 
between graduation rates 
and college readiness. 

The mayor agreed there 
is a problem when the gradu-
ation rate is around 70 per-
cent in the city but the college 
readiness rate is 30 percent. 

He wants to close the gap 
with 3-K for All and by mak-
ing sure every high school 
has at least five Advanced 
Placement courses.

Middle schools will also 
have free after-school pro-
grams and go on college vis-
its.  

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Town hall highlights 
progress in SE Queens

Mayor Bill de Blasio held a 
town hall at August Martin 
High School, which was mod-
erated by state Sen. James 
Sanders in South Jamaica.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose
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For more information call 718.224.5863 Ext. 228 or visit itsinqueens.com

October 16 - November 2DINEIN
QUEENS

restaurant. Drinks, taxes and gratuity not included.

Sponsored by:
THE QUEENS

Dine at hundreds of 

restaurants in Queens, the 

city’s most diverse and 

multicultural borough.

$28*
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Workers need legal aid
Lancman asks Council for additional funds to help low-income employees

BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Flushing), 
joined by labor unions and 
representatives from legal 
service providers, held a 
news conference on the steps 
of City Hall last week urging 
the City Council to increase 
funding in next year’s budget 
to expand legal services for 
New York City’s low-income 
workers. 

 The media event took 
place prior to a Committee 
on Courts & Legal Services 
hearing examining work-
place violations, and accord-
ing to Lancman, the commit-
tee’s chairman, employment 
law and workplace rights vi-
olations are a huge problem 
that specifically threaten 
low-wage workers. 

“Too many low-wage 
workers in New York City are 
not compensated fairly for 
the hours they have worked 
and their families struggle 
to make ends meet as a re-
sult,” he said. “Increased 
enforcement will benefit our 
community’s most vulner-
able, those living paycheck 
to paycheck who can’t afford 
to make waves or challenge 
the boss, as well as boost our 
city’s economy and prevent 
principled businesses from 
being put at a competitive 
disadvantage for following 
the law.”

According to Lancman, 
workplace violations come 
in different forms, includ-
ing failure to pay overtime 

or minimum wage, forcing 
employees to work off the 
clock, taking illegal pay de-
ductions, and retaliation for 
making a complaint or join-
ing a union.

Some industries take ad-
vantage of low-wage workers 
with a tactic called “misclas-
sification,” where employers 
label workers as “contrac-
tors” instead of “employees” 
in order to deny workers the 
rights and benefits they are 
legally entitled to as a full-
time employee, Lancman 
said. 

The denial of salary or 
benefits to workers makes it 
more difficult for families to 
afford basic necessities and 
worsens the income inequal-
ity gap in New York City, 

Lancman said. A 2010 study 
by the National Employment 
Law Project estimated that 
more than 317,000 workers in 
New York City suffer at least 
one pay-based labor or em-
ployment law violation per 
week, which translates into 
an annual loss of more than 
$1 billion for low-wage New 
Yorkers.

In the last fiscal year, the 
City Council allocated more 
than $110 million towards 
civil legal services, but ac-
cording to Lancman, only a 
small percentage of funded 
cases were employment-re-
lated. He said government-
funded civil legal services 
are especially important be-
cause low-wage workers can 
rarely afford to pay private 

attorneys upfront and the 
money rewarded  from a case 
is oftentimes less than the 
actual cost to bring the case 
forward.

Elizabeth Joynes Jor-
dan, supervising Attorney 
at Make the Road New York, 
animmigrant advocacy 
group, urged the City Coun-
cil to significantly expand 
support for legal services for 
low-wage workers.

“At this critical moment 
when immigrant com-
munities are increasingly 
preyed upon by employ-
ers taking advantage of 
heightened vulnerability, 
“ she said. “the demand 
for legal representation 
far outweighs the services 
available.”

Councilman Lancman ask for increase in City funds to support low wage workers.

‘Sex fest’ at JFK 
leads to lawsuit

BY NAEISHA ROSE

LaDonna Powell, a 
former supervisor and re-
gional trainer of security 
guards at John F. Kenne-
dy International Airport, 
is suing her employers at 
the security firm that was 
contracted by the Port Au-
thority of New York and 
New Jersey for allegedly 
firing her unlawfully af-
ter she refused to partici-
pate in her supervisors’ 
sex fests.

Powell, 32, was em-
ployed at the airport in 
2012 at a security firm, 
FJC Security Inc., but 
when that company’s 
contract with the Port 
Authority was taken over 
by Allied Barton Security 
Services, working at JFK 
became a nightmare, ac-
cording to the former su-
pervisor.  She worked for 
Allied Barton from 2013 
to 2016.

The regional trainer 
is suing Allied Barton on 
the grounds that she was 
sexually harassed, ig-
nored when she reported 
racism and treated to poor 
working conditions when 
she refused to engage in 
sexual activities with her 
superiors, according to 
her lawsuit filed in fed-
eral court in Manhattan.  
She contends she was 
fired when she told a Port 
Authority worker about 
the harassment, the suit 
says. 

The other Allied de-
fendants listed in the suit 
include its Regional Vice 
President Martin Feeney, 
project manager Thomas 
Tarantola and assistant 
project manager Chris-
topher Timberlake. She 
is also suing security su-
pervisors  Osvaldo Ortiz, 
Keith Reed, Alberto Diaz, 
and Kevin McNamara.

Powell’s job was to su-
pervise security officers 
in the field and to commu-
nicate with Port Authori-
ty officials about security 
issues. Instead she was 
forced to watch sexually 
explicit videos allegedly 
with Ortiz, Reed and Diaz 
in the office as they made 
commentary about how 
their “toes curl” as they 
watched female employ-
ees perform oral sex on 
other male supervisors, 
according to the suit.

When Powell, a Jamai-
can-American, stood up 
to McNamara by report-
ing him to other supervi-
sors for calling the black 
and immigrant officers 
who she supervisedthe N-
word, he lashed out at her 
and said: “I’m tired of see-
ing your [N-word] faces,” 
according to the suit. 

Feeney’s alleged re-
sponse to the complaint 
was “Next time he does it, 
kick him in the balls,” ac-
cording to Powell. 

Once Tarantola met 
Powell in person and re-

Continued on Page 10
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

2:30 pm 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. 
Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Sunday, October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

S P O N S O R S
as of Oct. 18, 2017

The Allure Group

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Valet Parking
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L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia, Cape May
 Longwood Gardens, Jack O’Lantern Blaze
 Dinner Shows, Casinos, Shopping & More
 Ocean City Halloween Beach Maze
 Thanksgiving, Christmas & NY Eve Trips
 The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
 Vermont Maple Festival & More
 There’s Only One Kentucky; Outer Banks

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches 
and 24-seat mini buses available 
for your transportation needs.

Cruises Destinations
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises          
& Vacation Packages

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7 - 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

Receive a FREE Bus Trip after completing a 9 Days or more cruise

17 Days Amazing China Tour
Saturday, April 7 - Monday, April 23, 2018
Double: $4989; Single $5989
15 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 12 Dinners
Highlights: Shanghai, Hangzhou, Guilin, Yangshuo,
Xian, Beijing, Hong Kong & Macau

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Price includes round trip air fare, taxes, hotel transfers, high speed train ticket, air 
tickets in China, admissions, hotel accommodation, gratuity for drivers & tour guides.
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HEY, NEIGHBOR! WE’RE RIGHT NEXT DOOR.

Online Banking  | Savings Accounts  | Personal Loans  | 30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
Home Loans  | Free Checking  | Vehicle Loans  | Low-Rate Credit Cards

NOW ALSO SERVING
��Briarwood  ��Cambria Heights
��Hillcrest  ��Hollis
��Jamaica  ��Jamaica Estates
��Jamaica Hills  ��Ozone Park
��Pomonok  ��Queens Village
��Richmond Hill ��South Jamaica
��St. Albans  ��Woodhaven 
��South Ozone Park

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Now in Queens Village, Qside serves more people in Queens than ever before. So 
you can enjoy all the perks of banking with a local credit union, where our members 
���������	��
	���.

diseases, in addition to beat-
ings, stabbings and humilia-
tion.

Although Japanese offi-
cials have attempted to dis-
miss the issue by offering 
token recognition and money 
to victims, no formal apology 
for the atrocities committed 
against comfort women has 
ever been offered by Japan 
or accepted by the women 
themselves—or the many 
groups and coalitions formed 
to honor and support the vic-
tims.

The Statue of Peace is 
the first statue for comfort 
women erected in New York 
City and the 10th nationwide, 
according to the Washington 
Coalition for Comfort Wom-
en Issues. Across the United 
States, 13 comfort women 
memorials stand in public 
locations, including inside 
historical Korean-American 
associations, according to 
Min.

The recently erected me-
morial in Manhattan did not 
provoke any contention, Min 
said, because it is located in-

side a Korean Museum and 
sponsored by the Korean 
American Association of 
Greater New York. 

“No one can say any-
thing,” he said. 

He noted, however, that 
the statue’s influence is “min-
imal” because of its location 
indoors on the sixth floor of 
a complex where it will likely 
attract less attention than it 
would in a prominent space 
in New York City.

On the same weekend as 
the Oct. 13 memorial unveil-
ing, Min also hosted an event 
to remember comfort women 
at Queens College in Flush-
ing. 

The eighth annual con-
ference, called “The Redress 
Movement for the Victims 
of Japanese Military Sexual 
Slavery: Looking Back at 
the 27-year Movement,” was 
hosted by the Research Cen-
ter for Korean Community at 
Queens College in Flushing. 
The center is a nonprofit re-
search institute for the local 
Korean and Korean-Ameri-
can communities in Queens, 
with the neighborhood of 
Flushing having one of the 
largest Asian population in 
New York.  

At least 17 academics 
and human-rights lead-
ers and activists presented 
their research this year and 
addressed topics, such as 
shame, legacy, girl-victims 
and gender-war crimes. 
Speakers compared the 
atrocities experienced by 
comfort women to the Holo-
caust, with expressions of 
“never again.”

Some Japanese officials 
and citizens deny the testi-
monies of comfort women. 
They contend that the women 
were paid prostitutes and ig-
nore or dispute the 500-plus 
documents of research that 
scholars say prove the Japa-
nese government approved of 
the sexual trafficking.  

In the year 2017 alone, 
Japanese interest groups 
have fought to have similar 
comfort women statues in 
San Francisco and Glendale, 
Calif., removed from promi-
nent public locations. 

Academics at the confer-
ence emphasized the global 
importance of the issue, be-
yond Korea-Japan relations, 
as the heart of basic human 
rights, often championed 
by the United States. “This 
is not Japan’s history, it is 

the history of humanity,” 
Alexis Dudden, a professor 
of history at the University of 
Connecticut, said during the 
conference. “And we all have 
a right to that history.”

James Park, a New York 
City resident and Korean-
American, said he took the 
day off work to attend the 
conference. 

“I was literally close to 
tears,” he said when describ-
ing his experience after Fri-
day’s first two sessions. “As a 
male who doesn’t know this 
topic, to have it exposed right 
to your face.”

A year after the first com-
fort woman came forward in 
1991, protesters began gath-
ering weekly in front of the 
Japanese embassy in Seoul, 
setting the world record for 
the longest-running protest 
on any issue. 

“I think it’s time, after 25 
years, that we expand our 
scope of activities with other 
movements of human traf-
ficking, regardless of gender 
and regardless of where it’s 
happening in the world,” 
Bonnie Oh, a retired pro-
fessor of Korean studies at 
Georgetown University, said 
at the conference.

Continued from Page 1 

Statue
alized she was a Ja-
maican woman, he al-
legedly questioned her 
loyalty to the white 
supervisors and tried 
to prevent her from 
getting ahead at work, 
the suit says.

In her suit Powell 
contends she was de-
nied bathroom and 
lunch breaks, did not 
get overtime pay, and 
did not get salaried 
pay like the white 
male supervisors who 
worked at Allied. 

Timberlake alleg-
edly would brush up 
against Powell and 
make crude remarks 
about her body, ac-
cording to the suit. 

“Your breasts got 
smaller,” Timber-
lake allegedly said to 
Powell after she lost 
weight.

When Powell re-
ported the rape of a 
female employee after 
a work party to Diaz, 
Ortiz and Reed, they 

allegedly ignored her 
report of the assault, 
according to the suit. 

The toxic environ-
ment became so un-
bearable for Powell 
that when a Port Au-
thority worker found 
her crying, she told 
the official everything 
that was going on.

After her discus-
sion with the Port 
Authority official, 
Tarantola allegedly 
spearheaded her ter-
mination, which oc-
curred in May 2016, 
according to Powell. 

Allied Universal 
refused to comment on 
the suit. 

“Per policy we do 
not comment publicly 
on pending litigation,” 
a spokeswoman said.

Port Authority’s In-
spector General’s Of-
fice is reviewing the 
allegations made in 
the lawsuit. 

Reach reporter 
Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 6 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Contact our helpful specialist today to arrange your special event

Private rooms  available accommodating 15- 200 people | Free Valet Parking available

Serving the metropolitan area for over 83 years

 Catering  Breakfast Meetings 
 Business Luncheons 
 Wedding Showers  Christening 
 Birthday  Communions 
 Family Get together 
 Bereavement  Holiday Parties 

 
 
 
 

Pictured left to right,  
George O’Neill and  

Chef Neal Myers

MAKE IT SPECIAL  
AT O’NEILL’S

s

 

 
10PM
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tan’s West Village, where 
he had tended bar for sev-
eral years.

Sweet Afton, at the cor-
ner of 34th Street and 30th 
Avenue in Astoria, had 
just opened its doors, and 
Whalley happily agreed 
to come on board when an 
owner asked him to tend 
bar there.  

“Stu is one of a kind, an 
all-around solid guy. He’s 
been with us eight years, 
from the day we turned 
the key and opened Sweet 
Afton in 2009. Everybody 
loves him. He knows every-
one’s name and he doesn’t 
consider his patrons as 
customers; he considers 
them as friends,” said 
co-owner Ruairi Curtin, 
before Whalley had com-
pleted his final shift there 
last week. Curtin also 
runs The Bonnie in As-
toria and The Penrose on 
the Upper East Side.

To become a good bar-
tender, one must possess 
a special skill set. Above 
all, you must be a good lis-
tener and a people person, 
and while pouring spirits, 
you should have the abil-
ity to lift spirits as well. 
Having a sense of humor, 
along with great story-
telling skills, is a plus. 
Those qualities earned 
the 39-year-old a big fol-
lowing in his community. 
He knew how to connect 
with customers and made 
each person feel special. 
Soon, Tuesdays at Sweet 
Afton were called “Stues-
days.”

Since Whalley’s diag-
nosis, the Astoria commu-
nity has returned the love 

tenfold. On Oct. 9, well-
wishers raised a glass to 
their beloved bartender 
at “Stu’s Ball.”  The fund-
raiser was hosted by Sweet 
Afton’s sister bar, The 
Bonnie (on 23rd Avenue), 
and all proceeds went to 
the cost of his medical 
care and to help him get 
by during the months he 
expects to be out of work 
for treatment. The eve-
ning featured a silent auc-
tion, raffle, special drinks 
and food.

“When we heard he’d 
been diagnosed, we knew 
we had to help. He’d do the 
same for anyone. We’re 
all in this together. We’re 
with him every step of the 
way,” said Curtin, who 
projects that proceeds 
from the event will be 
well over $30,000.  The bar 
has already accounted for 
over $20,000 in food and 
drink sales alone, but to-
tals from the live auction, 
silent auction, raffle, T-
shirt and hat sales and 
individual donations are 
still being figured in, he 
noted.

“At first, I was in shock 
and taken aback by the 
amount of people that 
were there as we opened 
the doors. Ruairi said to 
me, ‘Stu, it’s not even 7:15 
and look at the place!’ It 
was packed. That’s when 
this overwhelming feel-
ing of humbleness set 
in. It’s an experience I’ll 
never forget, but one I 
don’t wanna have again 
for obvious reasons,” said 
Whalley, who returned to 
his hometown in England 
this past Sunday, where he 
will be undergoing treat-
ment while living with his 
family.

Whalley’s medical 

crisis began when he no-
ticed a lump in his neck in 
June. Then lymph nodes 
in his collar bone area 
gradually started to swell. 
Unfortunately, more have 
been found in different 
parts of his body, includ-
ing his chest, abdomen 
and kidney.  

After a needle biopsy 
in early September could 
not diagnose what type 
of lymphoma he has or 
which lymph node or area 
was causing his condition, 
his ear, nose and throat 
doctor then conducted 
an open biopsy to collect 
more samples for a diag-
nosis.  

Medical bills have piled 
up. Due to a problem with 
his health insurance and 
the necessity for further 
tests and treatment, funds 
have far exceeded what is 
available to date.  

Luckily, more than 603 
people have contributed to 
a GoFundMe campaign, 
which has been in full 
swing for over two weeks, 
to help with current and 
future expenses.  So far, 
$64,818 and counting, 
has been raised toward a 
$75,000 goal.

Touched by the com-
munity’s amazing support 
and the turnout at “Stu’s 
Ball,” Whalley said: “My 
eyes have been opened to 
a different outlook on life, 
people – humanity, re-
ally. With all the horrible 
events that have gone on 
in the last month in the 
world, people still came 
out on a wet, muggy Mon-
day night in Astoria.

“It just shows that 
people still care for each 
other. The love that was in 
that room last night will 
be hard to find again.” 

Continued from Page 1 

Bartender
July, would require NYPD 
to release data quarterly on 
the number of arrests and 
MTA summonses issued for 
subway fare evasion.

Lancman, who also 
serves as chairman of the 
Committee on Courts & 
Legal Services, sponsored 
the bill in response to data 
from the state’s Division of 
Criminal Justice Services 
that showed that in the first 
six months of 2017, the NYPD 
made more than 30,000 stops 
for jumping a turnstile. Ac-
cording to the data, of those 
who were stopped, three-
quarters were issued a civil 
summons for violating the 
MTA rules against fare eva-
sion, but during the same 
period 8,625 individuals 
were arrested for “theft of 
services,” a misdemeanor of-
fense under state penal law. 
Nearly 90 percent of those 
arrested for theft of services 
in 2017 were either black or 
Latino and Lancman said 
the data confirmed that the 
city’s prosecution of fare eva-
sion as a crime dispropor-
tionately affects immigrants 
and people of color.

According to Lancman, 
his legislation will fill in the 
gaps in the current system 
for reporting fare evasion 
arrest and summons data. 
The NYPD currently only re-
ports the total number of in-
dividuals arrested for “theft 
of services,” broken down by 
race. The additional infor-
mation provided to the pub-
lic, specifically the subway 
station where the enforce-
ment action was taken, will 
allow straphangers to have 
a clear understanding as to 
how the NYPD is targeting 

its resources and which com-
munities are predominantly 
affected, Lancman said. 

He said the mayor’s in-
sistence on using arrests 
and criminal prosecution 
for fare evasion has dispro-
portionately targeted brown 
and black New Yorkers even 
though a civil alternative is 
readily available. Lancman 
said the city  does not know 
where the NYPD is focusing 
its fare evasion enforcement 
and which precincts are 
spending the most time and 
resources chasing after fare 
beaters. 

“My legislation would 
provide the public with read-
ily available data needed to 
fully evaluate the city’s fare 
evasion enforcement prac-
tices and highlight the criti-
cal need for change,” he said 
Monday.  . “I am pleased the 
Public Safety Committee is 
considering my bill today 
and I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues to 
pass it into law.” 

The bill will also assure 
that the NYPD is providing 
the public with fare evasion 
arrest and summons data ev-
ery three months so that poli-
cymakers and the public can 
analyze enforcement trends. 
Lancman’s legislation also 
specifies that the data pro-
vided by the NYPD must be 

broken down into the follow-
ing categories: The subway 
station where enforcement 
occurred, precinct of the of-
ficer, and the age, gender, 
and race of the individual 
who was arrested or issued a 
TAB summons. 

David Jones, president 
and CEO of the Community 
Service Society and a MTA 
board member, said the num-
bers don’t lie. According to 
Jones, fare evasion enforce-
ment is unfairly focused on 
low-income New Yorkers, 
which highlights a cynical 
campaign that is a remnant 
of the Giuliani administra-
tion’s “broken windows po-
licing strategy” 

“The legislation pro-
posed by Councilman Lanc-
man would shine a light on 
the data, and by extension, 
a law enforcement strategy 
that essentially criminalizes 
poverty and targets people of 
color,” he said. “We encour-
age the City Council to act 
affirmatively on this legisla-
tion and help ensure that po-
licing methods in our public 
transit system are based on 
public safety considerations, 
and not racial profiling.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Fare evasion

Councilman Lancman’s bill would require the NYPD to pro-
vide periodic data on fare evasion arrests.  

Courtesy of MTA/Marc A. Hermann

to be funded to ensure our 
borough continues to prog-
ress. ”

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) 
pointed out the issues ex-
perienced by straphangers 
across the city, but especially 
in northeast Queens where 
train service is lacking and 
many depend on buses.

“The MTA needs to im-
prove service and account-

ability across the system, 
and it must focus and develop 
a plan for better bus service. 
In the many Queens neigh-
borhoods without subway 
access, restoring Q75 bus 
service is integral to proper-
ly serving the community -- 
from students to seniors who 
rely on mass transit in their 
daily lives,” Rozic said.

Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) said 
bus service is especially vi-
tal in transit deserts, such as 
Queens, and there should be 
a special emphasis on serv-
ing communities in need of 

alternatives to trains, such 
as buses.

“The people of Queens 
have been dealing with less 
than ideal bus service since at 
least 2010, when the MTA cut 
service in Queens as part of 
$93 million in cuts to city bus 
and subway service,” Weprin 
said. “The MTA has a respon-
sibility to ensure that all resi-
dents in New York City have 
access to a public transporta-
tion option, especially those 
who live in transit deserts. 
Each of these riders deserves 
to have a transit system that 
works for them, and I am 

proud to join my colleagues 
today as we call for the resto-
ration of Q75 bus service.”

With the city’s popula-
tion on the rise, Stephanie 
Burgos-Veras, community 
organizer at the Riders Al-
liance, said buses are a ver-
satile form of public transit 
for communities outside the 
scope of the subway and new 
routes are needed alongside 
restoration of the old.

“Bus service is a lifeline 
for communities far from the 
subway, and for elderly and 
disabled New Yorkers who 
are poorly served by other 

kinds of transit,” Burgos-Ve-
ras said. “As the city contin-
ues to grow, the MTA should 
look at the existing bus net-
work and take opportunities 
to restore lost service and up-
date routes to meet people’s 
needs today.”

Manhattan Council-
man Ydanis Rodriguez (D-
Washington Heights) spoke 
at the news conference as 
the chairman of the Council 
Transportation Committee.

“Our transportation 
system is the lifeblood of 
the city and stimulates our 
economy,” Rodriguez said. 

“The Q75 bus connected 
hardworking middle class 
residents to work, recre-
ation, healthcare, and com-
merce. Losing this route is 
not good for New Yorkers, 
so it’s not good for New 
York. I’m committed to 
continue working with my 
colleagues in Queens to 
tackle this and other trans-
portation deserts in the 
borough.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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