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City Councilman Eric Ulrich 

(R-Ozone Park) has suggested 
fellow Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) po-
tentially violated the city’s con-
flict of interest policy by using 
the power of her office to shut 
down the Bayview Grille and 
Marina in Broad Channel after 
a physical altercation involving 
her son in July 2016.

In April, Ulrich contacted 
Michele Weinstat, the director 
of enforcement at the Conflicts of 
Interest Board, in an email and 
included a series of violations  is-
sued by the State Liquor Author-
ity to Bayview regarding the 
possible cancelation of the wa-
tering hole’s liquor license from 
March  2017. One of the owners 
of Bayview had told Ulrich this 
was the result of Crowley urging 
the agency to crack down on the 
venue.

Ulrich said he was contacted 
by the owner of Bayview, Nick 
Martelli, on the day he sent the 
email to the board.  The council-
man said Martelli told him he 
believed he was being targeted 
by Crowley after an assault in-
volving her son , Dennis O’Hara, 
20, and his brother.

The New York Post reported 
O’Hara, who was working at 

Mayor points to 
progress made
in SE Queens

The floats in the annual Diwali parade in Richmond Hill are all about the lights — the more the 
better — to celebrate the Hindu holiday of prosperity. See coverage on Pages 17 and 44. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

De Blasio hosts Town Hall

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The mayor held his 39th 

town hall at August Martin 
High School Monday to an eager 
crowd of over 500 constituents 
just days after announcing his 
3-K for All program. 

Throughout the evening he 
mentioned the progress of the 
city, southeast Queens and the 
surrounding community near 
the school located at 156-10 Bais-
ley Blvd. in South Jamaica. He 
also held a Q&A session that ad-
dressed the residents’ concerns.

“This year we have 3-year-
olds getting early childhood 
education,” Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said. “Parents, plan ahead and 
tell your family members this 
is going to be a great thing for 
their children.” 

The mayor announced that 
since his spearheading of Pre-K 
for All program across the city, 
the South Jamaica region has 
quadrupled the seats for pre-
school over the last four years. 
He also wants to make pre-
school for 3-year-olds universal 
across the city by 2021. 

His remarks also focused on 
crime, illegal dumping,  Vision 
Zero, parks, public housing and 
even August Martin itself. 

Continued on Page 63Continued on Page 63
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Ulrich raises 
confl ict issues
about Crowley LIGHTS AND LOTUS FLOWERS
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Concerned citizens, civic 
leaders, and a bi-partisan co-
alition of southeast Queens’ 
community leaders and their 
representatives called into 
question the environmental 
hazards that the scrap metal 
TNT recycling site at 154-20 
Tuskegee Airmen Way in Ja-
maica may pose. 

The community leaders and 
residents are demanding that 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the Consumer Protec-
tion Agency and elected offi-
cials conduct an investigation 
of the operation of the facility, 
the chemicals used there and 
the toxins generated. They also 
want soil samples collected and 
examined to determine the side 
effects that pollutants from the 
site may have on the air, water, 
soil, and sewer systems.

“You have people who are 
living directly across the street 
from this facility and if the air 
is polluted, the wind is blow-
ing right into those rooms,” 
said Pastor Phil Craig of the 
Greater Springfield Communi-
ty Church. “We are asking the 
city to investigate [this facility] 
for the health of the people.”

Joe Concannon, a Republi-
can candidate running against 
City Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gardens),  
tried to give advice to the resi-
dents who lived near the facil-
ity in Council District 28.

District 28 represents Roch-
dale Village, Richmond Hill, 
South Jamaica and South 
Ozone Park, while District 23’s 
parameters include Queens 
Village, Little Neck, Hollis, 
Glen Oaks, Bayside and other 
neighborhoods. 

District 28 has had no rep-
resentation since Councilman 
Ruben Wills was arrested and 
convicted on corruption charg-
es in July. 

“I would ask the commu-

nity to get involved with their 
local community board,” Con-
cannon said. “Talk with the 
police council on a regular ba-
sis to get some of the concerns 
addressed or call 311 and speak 
about all the observations you 
have made.”

One angry resident did not 
care for the candidate’s recom-
mendations. He said he reached 
out to police and was referred 
to the mayor’s office and told to 
call 311. The man said nothing 
happened and called Concan-
non’s advice “baloney.”

“If they are not listening to 
you, go over to your elected of-
ficials and let them know what 
is going on,” said Concannon. 
“If they are not listening to 
you, get the people on your 
block and organize them.” 

Minister Andre Broady of 
Genesis Transitional Housing 
Ministries Inc. wanted every-
body to focus on the health 
problems, like asthma, that 
residents say they have been 
developing, and find solutions. 

“We need to get our local 
representatives to focus on 
the environmental impact,” 
Broady said. “We don’t want 
to continue with the extreme 

abundance of waste transfer 
stations here.”

After learning of the clo-
sure of some auto repair shops 
in Willets Point to make way 
for the development of a mul-
tibillion-dollar residential and 
retail project in the northeast 
Queens neighborhood, Kather-
ine James, a longtime resident 
and community leader noticed 
more cars being sent to the Ja-
maica waste facility.

“I’ve been in this communi-
ty forever,” James said. “I saw 
stacks of cars several feet high 
and it surprised me. Willets 
Points [auto shop] is closing 
and I supposed this is where 
they are bringing their wares. 
It dawned on me it’s the devel-
opment at Willets Point.”

Anthony Rivers, the former 
Democratic candidate who was 
running against City Council-
man I. Daneek Miller, was also 
at the event.

“There is a doctrine by 
the city called doing our fair 
share,” Rivers said. “If you 
read that doctrine, you would 
see how unfair the city has 
been in placing these types of 
facilities on the south side of 
Queens.”

Civic leaders and candidates running for City Council and Queens bor-
ough president rallied outside the TNT, recycling site.

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Waste site draws rally
Queens civic leaders condemn TNT recycling spot

Malliotakis fumbles 
at Douglaston forum

BY MARK HALLUM

GOP mayoral candidate Ni-
cole Malliotakis lost the room at 
a Tuesday forum hosted by the 
Douglaston Civic Association 
as audience members turned 
their attention away from the 
Staten Island assemblywoman 
to their own conversations.

The forum also featured 
City Council candidates Paul 
Graziano, a land-use consul-
tant who lost to Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) in 
the Democratic primary and 
will be challenging him again 
in the general election on the 
Reform Party line, and Joseph 
Concannon who is hoping to 
unseat Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gardens) 
as a Republican.

“We need to invest in tech-
nology, including the subway 
signals. But also traffic lights 
— smart traffic lights  — that 
sense pedestrians and sense 
vehicles, are known to other 
cities to have increased safety 
but also cut the number of stops 
you need to make going to your 
destination, decrease travel 
time. We need to do that and 
that’s where I believe the mon-
ey should be spent and not on 
Vision Zero, which will cost $6 
billion over the next five years. 
We should instead be looking to 
invest in our infrastructure,” 
Malliotakis said before sev-
eral members of the audience, 
including Graziano, gave in to 
their own conversations and 
the mayoral candidate moved 
on to the Q&A portion.

Malliotakis also parted 
with potential constituents on 
the matter of school overcrowd-
ing. She failed to address the 
issue in her speech about edu-
cation and when an attendee 
asked her about how she would 
resolve overcrowding in city 
schools , Malliotakis replied by 
saying she would invest fur-
ther in private schools, which 

prompted skeptical remarks.
None of the incumbents 

showed up for the candidate’s 
forum at the Community 
Church of Douglaston, which 
Concannon and Graziano both 
played on as proof of their oppo-
nents’ unwillingness to involve 
themselves in the communities 
they cover. About 50 people at-
tended.

One major issue which has 
divided the community has been 
the recently installed bike lanes 
on Northern Boulevard between 
Bayside and Douglaston. 

Graziano claimed Vallone 
was in favor of the DOT plan to 
take a lane from the westbound 
side of the road for a bike lane 
protected by Jersey barriers 
and decrease the speed limit 
even though Community Board 
11 rescinded its early approval 
and voted for an in-house pro-
posal that would widen the 
sidewalk to allow space for rid-
ers and pedestrians.

“As we have seen the imple-
mentation, within one week two 
cars flipped over. It is not safe, 
it is not a good idea and the best 
thing to is to take the bikes off 
the road,” Graziano said, refer-
ring to two vehicles that collided 
with the barriers.  Neither of 
the autos overturned, however. 
“This is where an executive and 
a Council member would sit 
down with the community, with 
all interested parties and the 
community board and try to do 
that before implementing this.”

Concannon claimed Gro-
denchik’s absence from the 
event was an indication of his 
overall performance as a coun-
cilman, asserting he had not 
been responsive during a gas 
crisis at Glen Oaks co-op in 
December 2016 and that he had 
also been silent on the issue of 
patient oversight at Creedmoor 
Psychiatric Center, where some 
of the people admitted have 
wandered freely i the commu-
nity.
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Film explores lives of those who lost parents on 9/11

BY BILL PARRY

For nearly 16 years, Brenda 
Larsen kept her stories deep 
inside, rarely discussing the 
loss of her father in the Sept. 11 
attacks at the World Trade Cen-
ter. The kindergarten teacher at 
PS 306 in Woodhaven was one of 
3,051 children who lost a parent 
on 9/11 and hadn’t had a collec-
tive voice about their loss until 
production began on the first 
documentary by and about the 
9/11 kids.

Larsen was one of 70 people 
who agreed to be interviewed by 
filmmaker Delaney Colaio,  who 
was 3 years old when her father 
Mark and two uncles died when 
the Twin Towers collapsed. “We 
Go Higher,” a film that will be 
released next year, explores 
the 9/11 youngsters’ lives after 
the tragedy  with the hopes of 
helping surviving children of 
other terrorist attacks around 
the world such as the Las Vegas 
massacre. 

“It was a really good experi-
ence being interviewed for the 

film,” Larsen said. “At first I 
was really nervous and didn’t 
want to share my story, but 
Delaney made me feel comfort-
able. I told my memories of that 
day and my hopes for the future. 
I shared how I took my experi-
ences and grew from it and how 
it shaped me in a different way 
from most kids growing up.”

Scott Larsen was 35 and a 
FDNY firefighter assigned to 
Ladder 163 in Woodside, but he 
was working on rotation at Lad-
der 15 near the South Street Sea-
port. It was the second company 
to make it to the scene of the ter-
ror attacks that morning. Lar-
sen raced into the south tower 
where he and 13 others assigned 
to the firehouse perished when 
it collapsed.

“My siblings and I would 
share memories of our father, 
but we never talked about what 
happened that day,” Larsen 
said. She opened up to Colaio 
last spring when the film crew 
arrived for a daylong interview 
at her home and the following 
day when they filmed at her 

school.  She found the process 
cathartic.

“It was too personal before 
this. I just never shared my sto-
ries,” Larsen said. “It helped to 
share my feelings and while I 
would never say the interviews 
gave me closure, but it was a 
sense of relief and comfort to 
talk about and that’s what I 

want to convey to others. It helps 
to talk it out.”

The funeral for Scott Lar-
sen was held at the Sacred Heart 
Church in Glendale in April 2002 
where the turnout was so large 
that they put speakers outside so 
an overflow crowd could hear the 
service. Brenda’s mother, Caro-
lann, cradled her little brother 

August throughout the mass.
“August was born on the 

13th just two days after the at-
tacks,” Larsen said. “He was 
actually supposed to be born on 
Sept. 11.”

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
was among the mourners and 
spoke to August and Brenda, 
who was 8 years old at the time, 
her sister Marissa, and brother 
Scott during the funeral. He 
urged the Larsen children to 
“grow up, to laugh, play and 
have a good time.”

Looking back Larsen thinks 
they have done just that.

“We all wanted to keep going 
and be strong and make our Dad 
proud,” she said.

And she thinks her father 
would be proud of her in 'We Go 
Higher.'

“It’s supposed to come out in 
the spring of 2018,” Larsen said. 
“I’ve seen the trailer for it and it 
makes me excited to hear each 
kid’s own story. I’m a little ner-
vous to hear what I sound like, 
but I really can’t wait to see the 
film.”

Brenda Larsen (l.) recalls her hero firefighting father who was one of 
the 343 FDNY members killed in the Sep. 11 attacks, with film director 
Delaney Colaio. Coutesy We Go Higher

Glendale teacher talks about her fi refi ghter father as part of collective voice on tragedy
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Supreme Court Associ-

ate Justice Sonya Sotomayor 
made a special appearance at 
Queens College Monday morn-
ing, participating in a Q&A 
with Queens College students 
and moderator President Felix 
Matos Rodriguez.

Sotomayor, who decided to 
walk around the Lefrak Con-
cert Hall and talk face-to-face 
with students instead of re-
maining on stage, talked about 
what inspired her to get into 
law, the challenges of being a 
judge and handed out career 
advice to the students. 

Rodriguez started off the 
Q&A by asking the justice if 
she was able to go back in time 
would she still have chosen 
law as a career or would she 
have gone in a different direc-
tion before she knew she would 
be on the Supreme Court? So-

tomayor said she believes she 
was born to be a lawyer and 
what solidified that decision 
when she was only 9 years old 
was the television show “Perry 
Mason.” 

“I really always wanted to 
be a lawyer,” she told  Rodri-
guez. “I had an insight very 
early from watching that show 
on what lawyering meant and 
it’s an insight that’s guided 
me throughout my career and 
even today, which is what law-
yers do is help people in their 
relationships in society. That’s 
what law does.  Law regulates 
our behavior with one another, 
not moral judgment but legal 
judgement. It tells you what so-
ciety finds acceptable or unac-
ceptable, and what obligations, 
responsibilities and rights it’s 
going to give you within the 
society.”

She said lawyers help peo-

Sotomayor participates 
in Queens College Q&A

Mayor signs new law requiring
more hard-hat safety training

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed a new law Monday 
mandating that New York 
City construction workers 
complete at least 40 to 55 
hours of construction site 
safety training by March 
1. The bill, known as Intro. 
1447-C,  was passed by a 
unanimous 42-0 vote in the 
City Council.

“New York City is built on 
the ideals that every single 
person deserves a city with 
clean air to breathe, a city 
whose government works 
efficiently on behalf of its 
residents, and of course, 
a city whose hardworking 
construction workers will 
get the safety training they 
need,” de Blasio said. “For 
the hard-hats in one of our 
city’s most dangerous jobs, 

this bill will help get them 
home to their families at 
night and keep the general 
public safe around con-
struction sites.”

The law is in response 

to the more than 18 percent 
increase in injuries on the 
city’s construction sites  in 
2017, from 526 to 622. This 
year alone, eight construc-
tion workers have died on 
construction sites, and 
there have been 39 deaths 
since 2014.  The most recent 
was Juan Chonillo, a 44-
year-old father of five chil-
dren from Corona, who died 
in a 29-story fall in Lower 
Manhattan last month.

“It’s just not acceptable 
to lose a life when you could 
save that life,” de Blasio 
said. “It’s heartbreaking, 
it’s painful, it leaves a hor-
rible reality for a family left 
behind. And too often these 
work sites were not man-
aged they way they should 
have been -- bluntly, in the 
name of greed.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials are looking 
to help yellow taxi drivers after 
the expansion of Uber and Lyft in 
the city has lowered the value of a 
once highly valuable medallion. 

Congresswoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) sent a letter 
to the National Credit Union 
Administration calling on the 
agency to work with borrowers 
who used Melrose Credit Union, 
located at 139-30 Queens Blvd., 
to finance the purchase of New 
York City taxi medallions. In 
2014 taxi medallions sold for up 
to $1.3 million, but that value 
has dropped to $160,000 accord-
ing to Meng.

 NCUA assumed control of 
Melrose in February after the 
New York State Department of 
Financial Services found “un-
safe and unsound conditions” 
at the credit union. As as a re-
sult NCUA has required many 
medallion loans to be rapidly 
repaid in full, resulting in the 
bankruptcy of 35 taxi industry 
borrowers. 

Melrose’s loan portfolio is 
more than 90 percent comprised 
of medallion-backed loans, 

Meng said.
She said medallion owners 

who borrowed from Melrose are 
being met with unfair repay-
ment demands. 

“This burden is turning the 
lives of hardworking taxi driv-
ers upside down, threatening 
their livelihood and forcing 

many into bankruptcy,” Meng 
said. “It is also threatening the 
survival of the New York taxi 
industry. NCUA must do what 
it can to stop the bleeding. The 
agency should seek to protect 
medallion owners as much 
as it possibly can. Borrowers, 
through no fault of their own, 

have hit hard times due to a 
changing industry.  They need 
help. I eagerly await the agency’s 
response to our letter.”

On Tuesday Councilman 
Ydalis Rodriguez (D-Manhat-
tan), chairman of the Transpor-
tation Committee, was joined 
by Councilman Costa Constan-

tinides ( D-Astoria) at City Hall 
proposing a bill that would help 
taxi cab drivers. Rodriguez pro-
posed a bill that would allow for 
two vehicles for the price of one 
medallion. In response the Taxi 
and Limousine Commission, 
which oversee the taxi industry, 
said it would consider the pro-
posal. 

Rebecca Harshbarger, a 
spokeswoman for the TL, said 
the commission has taken steps 
to ease the burden on cab driv-
ers, including supporting two 
bills recently signed into law. 
The first bill significantly low-
ered the transfer tax on sale of 
a medallion and another bill 
eliminated a rule that labeled 
almost 9,000 medallions as ones 
that could only be held individu-
ally and prohibited individual 
owners from owning more than 
one. 

 The Business Insider report-
ed this week that there are now 
more Uber and Lyft cars work-
ing the streets in the city than 
yellow cabs.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Pols look to help struggling cabbies
Meng calls on credit agency to work with borrowers as value of taxi medallions erodes

Continued on Page 63Continued on Page 62

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces 
the signing of a new law requiring 
safety training for construction 
workers in New York City. 

Courtesy of Mayor’s office

Congresswoman Grace Meng is asking the NCUA to work with borrowers from Melrose Credit Union. 
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BY BILL PARRY

Residents of a Long Island 
City apartment building are 
fighting to be allowed back into 
their homes after a fire forced 
them to leave their apartments 
more than eight months ago. 

After the Jan. 25 blaze 
caused severe damage to 10-38 
47th Road in the Hunters Point 
section, the city’s Department 
of Housing Preservation and 
Development issued an Order 
to Vacate, leaving residents 
unable to return to their apart-
ments. In May, attorneys from 
Queens Legal Services asked 
Bethel Management for a time 
frame in which the repairs 
would be made so that the 
residents could go home. The 
management company did not 
respond. 

This month the tenants 
continued their fight against 
landlord Pui Yan Ho in Queens 

Housing Court in a suit filed 
by three of the six tenants that 
claims the landlord and man-
agement company have been 
refusing to make the repairs 
in order to harass their low-
income tenants into giving 
up their rent-stabilized apart-
ments.

“The Rent Stabilization 
Code was established to pro-
tect affordable housing in New 
York City,” said Jennifer Fer-
nandez, a Tenants Rights Co-
alition staff attorney at QLS. 
“When there is a full vacate 
order as a result of a fire, a 
landlord can circumvent these 
protections by delaying the re-
pairs, causing the tenants to 
give up and find other housing 
and allowing the landlords to 
raise the rents.”

Neither Bethel Manage-
ment Inc. nor Pui Yan Po could 
be reached for comment.

LIC tenants displaced
by landlord after fi re

Many advocacy groups favor 
Constitutional Convention

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Hidden at the back of the 
Nov. 7 general election ballot is 
a referendum that could result 
in drastic changes to the New 
York State Constitution.

Lawmakers across the aisle 
in the Senate and the Assembly 
want their constituents to Vote 
No on a state Constitutional 
Convention, while government 
reform groups want people to 
Vote Yes. 

Every 20 years in New 
York there is a vote to decide 
whether to overhaul or tweak 
the Constitution, or to let it re-
main. 

If New Yorkers Vote Yes, 
three delegates from each of 
New York’s 63 State Senate 
districts would be selected 
through separate elections, 
and there would be 15 del-
egates elected from across the 

state, according to The Sanctu-
ary State Project.  In 2018, the 
204 delegates would be able to 
draft legislation they want for 
the new state treaty and in 2019 
those recommendations would 
be up for a vote.  

The bipartisan group NY 

Against Corruption consists 
of Democratic and Republican 
leaders and groups with oppos-
ing principles that believe the 
opening of the state charter, 
which will cost $300 million, 
would come at a high price.  
At risk are those who are in 
unions, have pensions, are im-
poverished, and want to pro-
tect their current rights under 
the constitution, according to 
the organization.

The Sanctuary State Proj-
ect is a nonpartisan, non-profit 
that views a Constitutional 
Convention as a catalyst for 
positive change for New York-
ers, according to its website. 

Organizations like Sanctu-
ary State, EffectiveNY, For-
ward March New York, and 
the New York Bar Association 
want citizens to Vote Yes on 
a new treaty in order to fast 

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Dr. Rupert Green, who is 

running on the Republican tick-
ets against City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans), 
wants to tackle the foreclosures 
that have uprooted many people 
who live in southeast Queens

Green is from St. Albans and 
was a teacher for 17 years at the 
School of Cooperative Technical 
Education in Manhattan, where 
he taught computer technology 
classes to high school students. 
He is also facing Green Party 
contender Frank Francois.

Green’s primary focus as a 
candidate includes preventing 
illegal foreclosures of homes, 
job creation for the young and 
decreasing crime in the dis-
trict.

If he becomes a councilman, 
he hopes to sponsor seminars 
that will prevent citizens from 
being foreclosed on.  Green also 
wants to help  non-profits like 
the Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices of Jamaica, which special-
izes in educating current and 
potential homeowners about 
foreclosure prevention, preda-
tory loans, fair housing efforts 

and money management.
During the 2008 recession 

27,000 homes throughout the city 
were foreclosed on, including 
9,000  in the southeast Queens 
region, according to the Center 
of NYC Neighborhoods.

“You have banks that run 
these scams on the people 

and then the people lose their 
homes,” Green said. “We need 
to sponsor organizations that 
are well versed in housing to 
educate the population that is 
being affected.”

The former high school 
STEM teacher hopes to help 
the young in the area become 

a part of the growing economic 
development in Jamaica and 
help them nab jobs at one of New 
York’s busiest airports.

The Greater Jamaica De-
velopment Corporation, an 
economic group, has nurtured 
upwards of $1 billion of private 
and public-sector investment 

over the past decade to create 
more than 5.1 million square 
feet of residential, hotel and re-
tail space in Jamaica, according 
to the organization’s president, 
Hope Knight.

In early January, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo announced a $10 
billion renovation of JFK Air-
port to turn the facility into 
“unified, interconnected, world-
class complex.”

Green believes technical 
education and employment are 
the key to ending the school-
to-prison pipeline for people of 
color and will help them get the 
jobs coming from the multiple 
GJDC developments.

“One of my major problems 
is that schools are graduating 
our [students of color] to go into 
prisons instead of becoming 
gainfully employed, tax-paying 
members of society,” he said.

He wants to use the local 
colleges in Queens, like York 
College, as satellite technical 
schools and incubators. He also 
wants to bring back technical 
classes that use to be in middle 
schools in the 1960s to the 1970s.

“We have this scam that 

Republican Rupert Green is running for the City Council against Councilman I. Daneek Miller. 

Here are some of the pros of a 
Constitutional Convention.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Educator vies for City Council seat
Republican candidate Rupert Green wants to create jobs, lower crime rates in district

Continued on Page 62 Continued on Page 63

Continued on Page 63
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ACTIVE KIDS
DO BETTER IN SCHOOL.

THE BENEFITS OF PHYSICAL
EDUCATION RING CLEAR AS A

SCHOOL BELL.

But for too many students in New York City,
effective physical education programs don’t exist.
The American Heart Association is working to
ensure every student in our city has access to PE.

You can help make that happen.

Text PHYS ED to 46839

BY BILL PARRY

After the shouting was over during 
Community Board 2’s public meeting, 
 where a team from the Department of 
Homeless Services was sent to answer 
questions Oct. 5 about the use of hotels in 
Sunnyside and Long Island City to shelter 
homeless families, a young woman rose 
to speak. 

Maspeth resident Crystal Wolfe stood 
up for Mayor Bill de Blasio and his Turn 
The Tide plan to solve the city’s homeless 
crisis that sees 60,000 people in its shelters 
and hotels.

“They were kind of shocked to hear me 
defending the mayor,” Wolfe said. “Even 
the folks from DHS didn’t defend the may-
or and I told them I could give them some 
pretty good talking points.”

The CB2 meeting had grown heated as 
members shouted questions about trans-
parency at the DHS team after the city be-
gan housing homeless families at the Best 
Western hotel on Hunters Point Avenue 
and admitted to renting rooms at the City 
View Inn on Greenpoint Avenue.

When it was her turn to speak Wolfe 
explained that de Blasio had inherited 
the homeless crisis from former Mayor 
Bloomberg, who had ended the Advantage 
program and added 12,000 homeless indi-
viduals to the count each year. She said 
de Blasio mismanaged the crisis when he 
first took office.

“He admits he didn’t communicate 
well and he made mistakes early on, but 
he’s trying hard to fix this,” Wolfe said. 
“Leaders do what’s right and not what’s 
popular. People just need to be better edu-
cated about the issues when it comes to 
homelessness.”

Wolfe penned a comprehensive 
book on the homeless called “Our Invis-
ible Neighbors” and it was released just 
weeks before the CB 2 meeting which 
grew contentious  when members shouted 
questions about transparency at the DHS 
team after the city began housing home-
less families at hotels in Sunnyside and 
Woodside. Wolfe set out to dispell the mic-
conceptions that surround the homeless 
crisis. There is a chapter in her book on 21 
myths of homelessness with several chap-
ters on poverty and domestic violence as 
its leading causes.

Originally from Indiana, Wolfe lives 
just blocks away from the Maspeth Holi-
day Inn Express where protesters rallied 
against the city’s plan to convert the hotel 
into a homeless shelter from August un-
til November, when the city dropped the 
plan and started renting rooms instead.

“I’ve been working with the homeless 
around the country for years and those 
protests put me over the edge,” Wolfe said. 
“Community Board 5 was a bit misrep-
resented last year, but I went and spoke 
at their meetings every month since last 
October and several men started coming 

to me with ideas. Then I was invited to 
CB 5’s homeless subcommittee meetings 
and now they’re very supportive of me. I 
love CB 5. They’re really makings things 
happen there and they have a wealth of 
knowledge and I know many good people 
in CB 2 and I know they can be the same 
way if they are open to the truth and stop 
believing all of the misconceptions about 
the homeless that are out there.”

 CB 5 covers Maspeth, Middle Village 
and Woodside.

Wolfe said the biggest misconcep-
tion is that domestic abuse is the leading 
cause of homelessness, not drug addiction 
and mental illness, even though they are 
factors. 

“Domestic violence laws have got to be 
more tough,” she said. “You’re more likely 
to go to jail if you hit a stranger in a bar 
fight than you are if you punch your wife 
or children. That’s not serving justice.”

Wolfe started the non-profit Catering 
for the Homeless, which stops catering 
companies and restaurants from throw-
ing away good food and distributing it in-
stead to churches and non-profits for the 
homeless and communities in need. She 
believes neighborhoods would be more 
willing to support the homeless if they 
were aware of a set of statistics.

“The Coalition for the Homeless says 
70 percent of the homeless in New York 
City are families and 40 percent of them 
are children and the majority of those 
children are 5 years old and younger,” 
Wolfe said. “Yes, mental illness and drug 
addiction play a role in a quarter of the 
cases, but they deserve a home, too.”

She is a staunch supporter of state 
Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) and his preventative Home Stabil-
ity Support program, which would keep 
families facing eviction in their homes 
through rent supplements. Wolfe inter-
viewed  him for Our Invisible Neighbors.

“It’s the first comprehensive plan to 
keep people in their homes and it will 
come up for a vote in the state Senate in 
January,” Wolfe said. “Andrew Hevesi 
says in times of crisis we have to work to-
gether to solve problems.”

Maspeth author pens
book on homelessness

Homeless advocate Crystal Wolfe promotes 
talks about the reaction in Sunnyside and 
Long Island City to homeless families housed 
in area hotels. Courtesy Crystal Wolfe
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Residences Starting at $1,500,000.

516.279.3992 · TheResidencesLongIsland.com
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The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Long Island, North Hills are not owned, developed or sold by
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C. or any of its affiliates (“Ritz-Carlton”).  RXR North Hills
Phase I Owner LLC uses The Ritz-Carlton marks under a license from Ritz-Carlton, which has not
confirmed the accuracy of any of the statements or representations made herein.

There is always time for a little tea.
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BREAKING NEWS

Astoria supports 
popular bartender

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A popular Astoria bar-
tender is preparing for the 
fight of his life…with a lot 
of help from his friends.

They say what goes 
around comes around. And 
that proved to be true when 
it came to the outpouring 
of love and support Stewart 
Whalley got from Astoria’s 
tight-knit bar community 
and other compassionate 
locals, after finding out he 
had Hodgkin lymphoma 
over the summer.

The charming Man-
chester, England, native, 
known affectionately as 
Stu, has been a friend to 
many and a well-known 
fixture in the hip neighbor-
hood, calling it home since 
relocating to Queens back 
in 2009 from Manhattan’s 
West Village, where he 
had tended bar for several 
years.

Sweet Afton, at the cor-
ner of 34th Street and 30th 
Avenue in Astoria, had 
just opened its doors, and 
Whalley happily agreed 
to come on board when an 
owner asked him to tend 
bar there.  

“Stu is one of a kind, an 
all-around solid guy. He’s 
been with us eight years, 
from the day we turned 
the key and opened Sweet 
Afton in 2009. Everybody 
loves him. He knows every-
one’s name and he doesn’t 
consider his patrons as cus-
tomers; he considers them 
as friends,” said co-owner 
Ruairi Curtin, before Whal-
ley had completed his final 
shift there last week. Cur-
tin also runs The Bonnie in 
Astoria and The Penrose on 
the Upper East Side.

To become a good bar-
tender, one must possess a 
special skill set. Above all, 
you must be a good listener 
and a people person, and 
while pouring spirits, you 
should have the ability to 
lift spirits as well. Having a 
sense of humor, along with 
great story-telling skills, 
is a plus. Those qualities 
earned the 39-year-old a big 
following in his communi-
ty. He knew how to connect 
with customers and made 
each person feel special. 
Soon, Tuesdays at Sweet 
Afton were called “Stues-
days.”

Since Whalley’s diagno-
sis, the Astoria community 
has returned the love ten-
fold. On Oct. 9, well-wish-
ers raised a glass to their 
beloved bartender at “Stu’s 
Ball.”  The fund-raiser was 
hosted by Sweet Afton’s sis-
ter bar, The Bonnie (on 23rd 
Avenue), and all proceeds 
went to the cost of his medi-
cal care and to help him get 
by during the months he 
expects to be out of work 
for treatment. The evening 
featured a silent auction, 
raff le, special drinks and 
food.

“When we heard he’d 
been diagnosed, we knew 
we had to help. He’d do the 
same for anyone. We’re 
all in this together. We’re 
with him every step of the 
way,” said Curtin, who 
projects that proceeds from 
the event will be well over 
$30,000.  The bar has al-
ready accounted for over 
$20,000 in food and drink 
sales alone, but totals from 
the live auction, silent auc-
tion, raff le, T-shirt and hat 
sales and individual dona-

BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

Statue of Peace, a memorial 
to “comfort women” who were 
exploited as sexual slaves by 
the Japanese military during 
World War II, was unveiled at 
the Museum of Korean Ameri-
can Heritage in Manhattan last 
week.

The monument depicts a 
bronze girl in traditional Ko-
rean clothes sitting next to an 
empty chair with the shadow 
behind her of an old woman. 
The inscription reads, “This 
monument is an historical 
marker offered in the memory 
of the hundreds of thousands 
of women and girls who were 
forced to be comfort women, 
and is dedicated to eradicating 
sexual violence and traffick-
ing. Their powerful history 
and noble spirit should never 
be forgotten.”

It is   an exact replica of the 
statue outside the Japanese em-
bassy in Seoul, South Korea, 
and designed by the same art-
ists, Kim Seo-kyung and Kim 
Eun-sung, who attended the 
unveiling last Friday.

Historians say up to 200,000 
women from at least 13 Asian-
Pacific countries and a former 
Dutch colony in modern Indo-
nesia were forcibly enslaved 
by the Japanese government 
and brutally raped by Japanese 
military officers and person-
nel. Many were girls—often 
between 12-19 years old, accord-
ing to testimonies cited by Mar-
garet Stetz, a professor of wom-
en’s studies and humanities at 
the University of Delaware.

Dr. Pyong Gap Min, a soci-
ology professor and director of 
the Research Center for Korean 
Community at Queens College, 
said the “hyper sexual exploita-
tion” was extremely violent and 
frequently exposed women to 
injuries, pain, infertility, vagi-
nal ruptures and diseases, in 
addition to beatings, stabbings 
and humiliation.

Although Japanese officials 
have attempted to dismiss the 
issue by offering token recogni-
tion and money to victims, no 
formal apology for the atroci-
ties committed against comfort 
women has ever been offered 
by Japan or accepted by the 
women themselves—or the 
many groups and coalitions 
formed to honor and support 
the victims.

The Statue of Peace is the 
first statue for comfort women 

erected in New York City and 
the 10th nationwide, according 
to the Washington Coalition for 
Comfort Women Issues. Across 
the United States, 13 comfort 
women memorials stand in 
public locations, including in-
side historical Korean-Ameri-
can associations, according to 
Min.

The recently erected memo-
rial in Manhattan did not pro-
voke any contention, Min said, 
because it is located inside a 
Korean Museum and sponsored 
by the Korean American Asso-
ciation of Greater New York. 

“No one can say anything,” 
he said. 

He noted, however, that the 
statue’s influence is “minimal” 
because of its location indoors 
on the sixth floor of a complex 
where it will likely attract less 
attention than it would in a 
prominent space in New York 
City.

On the same weekend as 
the Oct. 13 memorial unveil-
ing, Min also hosted an event 

to remember comfort women at 
Queens College in Flushing. 

The eighth annual con-
ference, called “The Redress 
Movement for the Victims of 
Japanese Military Sexual Slav-
ery: Looking Back at the 27-
year Movement,” was hosted by 
the Research Center for Korean 
Community at Queens Col-
lege in Flushing. The center is 
a nonprofit research institute 
for the local Korean and Ko-
rean-American communities 
in Queens, with the neighbor-
hood of Flushing having one of 
the largest Asian population in 
New York.  

At least 17 academics and 
human-rights leaders and ac-
tivists presented their research 
this year and addressed topics, 
such as shame, legacy, girl-vic-
tims and gender-war crimes. 
Speakers compared the atroci-
ties experienced by comfort 
women to the Holocaust, with 
expressions of “never again.”

Some Japanese officials and 
The tight-knit Astoria community rallied around popular Sweet Afton 
bartender Stewart Whalley when they found out that he was diag-
nosed with Hodgkin lymphoma. Photo by Jason Kahn

Korea’s bronze girl
NYC’s fi rst ‘comfort women’ statue remembers sex victims

Continued on Page 62

Continued on Page 62

The statue of a young girl in traditional Korean clothing sits in the 
Museum of Korean American Heritage in Manhattan as a memorial to 
“comfort women.” It has become a symbol for human rights everywhere, 
especially women and girls, whom scholars say are most vulnerable to 
exploitation. Photo by Annabelle Blair



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 20–26, 2017 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of last week’s

Pink Newspapers

Thank you to all our advertisers who participated in these important editions

BROOKLYN SUPPORTERS

QUEENS SUPPORTERS

Their participation helped raise breast cancer awareness in New York
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

POLICE 

Blotter

EAST ELMHURST — A 25-year-
old East Elmhurst man was shot and 
killed in a backyard at 31-39 95th St. 
shortly before 10 p.m. Oct. 12 accord-
ing to the NYPD. 

Investigators said Karron Alston, 
a resident of 96th Street,  was found 
unconscious and unresponsive with 
gunshot wounds to the head and up-
per torso.

Alston was rushed to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center, where he was pro-
nounced dead, police said. The 
NYPD was still investigating.

Meanwhile, Elmhurst United 
Civic Association is warning resi-

dents of two violent assaults in the 
neighborhood last week.

In the first incident Oct. 10 around 
6:30 p.m., two black male teenagers 
in red hoodies and bandanas chased 
a young man and violently beat him 
at Queens Boulevard and 56th Av-
enue, according to the civic associa-
tion.

Another young man was severely 
beaten and required an ambulance 
at Van Horn Street and 57th Avenue 
in the evening of Oct. 12, according 
to Elmhurst United.

The description of the perpetra-
tors matches in both assaults.

A 25-year-old man was found shot to death in the alley behind this house in Elmhurst.  
Google Earth

Man found fatally shot in East Elmhurst alley

WOODHAVEN — A Woodhaven 
teen was reported missing Friday 
and was last seen at her residence 
on 85th Street at 12:30 a.m. the 
same day, according to police. 

Lindsey Llivizaca, 14, a young 
Hispanic woman who is 5-feet-4 
inches tall, 119 pounds, and has 
brown eyes and black hair was 

last seen wearing a white sweatshirt, 
police said. 

Police want the public’s 
assistance in finding the girl 
and any calls to 1-800-577-
TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 
1-888-57-PISTA (74782), are 
confidential, according to the 
NYPD. 

Woodhaven girl, 14, reported missing: NYPD

ROSEDALE — An unconscious 
infant from Rosedale with no visible 
signs of trauma was brought to Jamai-
ca Hospital by EMS Friday night, but 
was later pronounced dead by hospital 
staff. 

The 3-month was identified as Laila 

Jones, and she died within the confines 
of the 105th Precinct, according to the 
NYPD.

There have been no arrests and the 
investigation was ongoing as the medi-
cal examiner tried to determine the 
cause of death, according to the police. 

Cops investigate Rosedale infant’s death

Lindsey 
Llivizaca
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FLIP

Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Bringing a new level of health care to Queens, 

the physicians of Mount Sinai Doctors Forest 

Hills are now offering personalized care in your 

neighborhood for you and your family, striving to 

develop ongoing relationships that last a lifetime.

Our brand new, 12,000 square-foot multispecialty 

practice combines a state-of-the-art facility 

with the compassionate care of the Mount 

Sinai Health System and the world renowned 

expertise of our physicians.Patients receive 

primary and specialty care near home, and have 

access to the prominent experts, advanced 

treatments and latest protocols available at 

Mount Sinai’s seven hospitals and the Icahn 

School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.

At Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills we offer 

care in the following specialties under one roof:

Cardiology

Endocrinology  

General and Vascular Surgery    

Neurology      

Obstetrics and Gynecology               

Orthopedics

Primary Care/Internal Medicine

Radiology and Lab Services                     

Urology 

Whether you or a loved one need treatment for a new 

condition, an ongoing concern, or need a second 

opinion, the physicians of Mount Sinai Doctors Forest 

Hills are here for you. We invite you to stop by and visit.

Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills
99-01 Queens Boulevard, Rego Park, NY 11374

Call for an appointment: 866-964-9206

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

If you care about America, then vote
Dear Readers,

As of this moment, some 
folks are being singled out 
about how to show respect for 
our country (and implicitly 
its present administration) by 
standing during a rendition of 

our national anthem, which is 
a very well-known melody.

But it also has words and 
those words, including the first 
verse, ask this question:

“O, say, does that star span-
gled banner yet wave, O’er the 
land of the free and the home of 

the brave!”
The answer to that question 

depends on what those of you 
who vote will do in the next 
four years.

James Cohn
Little Neck
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Queens schools earned some faint praise from the 
New York Post last month after students in District 26 
aced the state math tests and got the highest scores in 
the city for third to eighth graders.

 The headline said: “Student exam scores show Man-
hattan has competition from other boroughs.”

 It’s time that Manhattan woke up to the fact that 
Queens is home to the two highest-performing school 
districts in all of Gotham. District 26, which covers Bay-
side, Little Neck, Douglaston and other parts of northeast 
Queens, is ranked No. 1 and has been for many years.  
District 25, including Flushing, Whitestone, College Point 
and Fresh Meadows, has long occupied second place.

  Queens may turn out to be the stealth borough, wide-
ly known as the most ethnically diverse county in the na-
tion and then stealing the education spotlight.  Manhat-
tan must cede some of the bragging rights that have been 
earned across the East River in the schools of Queens.

  U.S. News & World Report, which sets the gold 
standard for the country’s public schools, recently an-
nounced two Queens high schools were among the top 
10 in the city and ranked above all but one of the coveted 
selective high schools.

 Townsend Harris, based in Flushing on the Queens 
College campus, came in sixth on the list followed by the 
Queens High School for Sciences on the York College 
campus in Jamaica. In first place was High School of 
American Studies at Lehman College, a selective high 
school in the Bronx. 

 Aong the other specialized high schools, Bronx Sci-
ence came in at No. 8, Brooklyn Technical High School at 
No. 10 and  Stuyvesant High School in Manhattan at No. 
11. Admission to these highly competitive schools is based 
solely on scores on the specialized high school test.

 The two Queens high schools also stood out on 
the statewide rankings compiled by U.S. News, with 
Townsend in seventh place and Queens High School in 
the eighth spot. As for the top 500 schools in the entire 
country, Townsend was rated 44th and Queens High 
School 45th.

 This is an impressive showing for Queens and 
a source of great pride in a borough associated with 
crowded classrooms.

  Immigration has played an outsized role in these 
rankings.

 Years ago Manhattan parents who wanted to stay in 
the city moved to northeast Queens for the good schools 
and the suburban setting. Their numbers quickly multi-
plied. Today these urban immigrants have been joined 
by people from across the globe seeking the American 
Dream for their children in every part of the borough.

 So, eat your heart out, Manhattan. We’re leading the 
pack and plan to stay there.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. 
All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication 
if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear 
in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished 
in any format.
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READERS WRITE

Columbus is more important than ever
I was disappointed that 

no one voiced outrage for 
the graffiti laden message 
mounted on the Columbus 
Statue in Astoria.

That statue was actually 
hidden during World War II 
in some basement out of fear 
it would be melted for bullets 
in the war. Today, the efforts 
of a few politicians and in-
dividuals to remove the sig-
nificance of Columbus and 
eliminate his importance in 
history is appalling and dis-
turbing. These people are not 
historians, researchers or 
scholars. Their ignorance is 
as equal as it is to their ar-
rogance. 

The meaning of Chris-
topher Columbus is simple. 
It is a message to all immi-

grants who had the courage 
and determination to risk it 
all to come to this great land 
with nothing but a glimmer 
of hope and a desire for a bet-
ter future. Most immigrants 
fled from persecution and op-
pression, especially when it 
pertained to their religious 
beliefs. The significance of 
Columbus has two core val-
ues, which are imprinted 
upon us all and that is reli-
gious freedom and hope for 
a better life now and for gen-
erations to follow.

Of course, like any of us, 
Christopher Columbus had 
his flaws. So did many his-
torical figures, whom we 
still honor, respect and value 
as they shaped this nation. 
President Abraham Lincoln 

was the most memorable, 
while credited with abol-
ishing slavery, however, he 
did believe that blacks and 
whites should be separated. 

Also, George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson were 
slave owners. Should we then 
tear up the paper money that 
their faces are imprinted 
upon? Should we take down 
the White House and U.S. 
Capitol that was built by Af-
rican- American Slaves? 

How about President The-
odore Roosevelt, who killed 
indigenous Native American 
Indians and Spaniards un-
der the honored flag of the 
United States of America. 
Due to Roosevelt’s motives, 
the United States took land 
away from Native American 

Indians and the Spaniards.
Should we eliminate Wall 

Street in downtown Man-
hattan, which was created 
to keep away American In-
dians? Should we eliminate 
the name New York because 
the Duke of York was a huge 
slave owner? Should we elim-
inate the prestigious Ful-
bright and Rhodes Scholar-
ship programs, both of which 
are named after individuals 
who traded slaves?

Do we eliminate Colum-
bus Avenue in Manhattan, 
change the name of Colum-
bia University or change 
the District of Columbia in 
Washington?

These self-proclaimed re-
visionists should put their in-
tolerance aside and perhaps 

have a more meaningful con-
versation with the truth.  Co-
lumbus is not just the pride of 
Italian-Americans, but Span-
ish-Americans who funded 
his journey to the Americas. 
Columbus’ mission was to 
spread Christianity.

Particularly in the cur-
rent situation immigrants 
finds themselves today, the 
meaning of Columbus has 
never been more important. 
It is the meaning of courage 
to settle in this land and to 
be able to practice religion 
freely. These are the pedes-
tals this country is founded 
upon

John J. Ciafone
Astoria

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Columbus was never my hero
For as many years as I 

can remember, I have resist-
ed any celebration of Colum-
bus Day.

Christopher Columbus, 
an Italian, sailed with the fi-
nancial support of the Span-
ish monarchy, King Ferdi-
nand and Queen Isabella. 
The mission, with three 
ships, was to find the best 
trade route to the riches of 
the Far East, including In-
dia. 

Columbus went in exactly 
the opposite direction, west 
instead of east, and was giv-
en credit by my grade school 
teachers in rural Pennsyl-
vania and everywhere else 
for “discovering” America. 
I could not understand how 
anyone could be given credit 
for discovering a land al-
ready occupied. 

All across America, there 
were tribes of people with 
functioning societies. A 
white man and his crew ac-
cepted the help of the resi-
dents, then treated them as 
inferior (non-Christian) hu-

man beings. The explorers 
shipped “savages” back to 
Spain to examine them like 
some prize horses.

Over the centuries, the 
white settlers made and 
broke treaties with each and 
every tribe of non-white resi-
dents the settlers labeled In-
dians. Had Columbus sailed 
in the right direction, the 
only people called Indians 
today would be residents of 
India.

At the same time that Co-
lumbus was said to have dis-
covered America — 1492 — 
his Spanish sponsors were 
conducting the infamous 
Spanish Inquisition, forcing 
non-Christian citizens, Jews 
and Moors, to convert with 
sincerity, leave the country 
or be burnt at the stake. 

Both sides of my fam-
ily were forced out of Spain. 
The Ottoman Empire, Mus-
lims, welcomed the Jews 
where they lived for many 
centuries. In Turkey and 
Bulgaria, my families spoke 
the local language, as well as 

Ladino, Judeo-Spanish and 
brought Ladino to America 
in the 1920s. Other Sep-
hardim, Spanish Jews, set-
tled in Middle Eastern coun-
tries where they lost their 
Spanish and spoke Arabic, 
Persian, or other languages 
of their adopted countries.

I never thought any large 
numbers of Americans 
might object to honoring 
Christopher Columbus to 
the point of taking down his 
statue at what has been Co-
lumbus Circle in the center 
of Manhattan. Does it make 
much difference after such a 
long time?

I think it’s more mean-
ingful to take down monu-
ments to the slave trade: 
monuments honoring the 
generals and politicians who 
tried to preserve slavery and 
destroy the unity of the Unit-
ed States, and take down the 
shameful f lying of the pro-
slavery Confederate f lag. 

David Bakish
Bayside

The Christopher Columbus statue is shown at Manhattan’s Columbus 
Circle in August. Photo by Bebeto Matthews/AP
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“Trick or treat, trick or 
treat, give us something le-
thal to eat!”

That’s not the actual 
rhyme, but from all the warn-
ings about Halloween you 
just might think it was. Even 
the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics is still insisting that 
“a responsible adult should 
closely examine all treats.”

But why? How many de-
cades of disproving this mur-
derous myth do America’s 
doctors require before they 
lay it to rest? Joel Best, a so-
ciologist at the University of 
Delaware, first put a stake 
through the poison candy ru-
mor all the way back in 1985, 
when he did a study of news-
papers dating back to 1958, 
looking for “Child poisoned 
by Halloween candy” news 
stories.

He found none — because 
there were none. One time, 

a boy in Texas did die of a 
poisoned Pixie Stix, but cops 
quickly discovered that his 
own dad, who was $100,000 
in debt, had just taken out a 
life insurance policy on him. 
Dad was dispatched to that 
haunted house in the sky (or 
down below). And yet we still 
use this fear of neighbors as 
psychopaths as an excuse to 
curtail our kids’ Halloween 
fun.

We trot out plenty of other 
threadbare fears, too. Last 
week, Patch USA reminded 
its readers of a girl murdered 
in Fond du Lac, Wis., by a 
man later referred to as the 
Halloween Killer. That crime 
was in 1973 — 44 years ago. 
And yet, that single, sad story 
is the excuse Patch gives for 
publishing maps of the homes 
of men, women, and children 
on the sex offender registry. 

That may sound like 
they’re doing a public ser-
vice. But it’s actually like 
telling people never to go 
south of 14th Street, because 
once there was a terrorist 
attack there. When Johns 
Hopkins Professor Elizabeth 
Letourneau did a study of sex 
crimes on Halloween, looking 
for evidence of registered sex 

offenders pouncing on pint-
sized pirates and princesses, 
she was shocked to find not 
only was there no bump in the 
numbers, the day was actual-
ly remarkably low in crimes 
against kids. In fact, she said, 
“We thought about calling it 
‘Halloween: The Safest Day of 
the Year.’ ” 

So Patch’s decision to pub-
lish the addresses of regis-
trants may sound responsible, 
but it is scaring families with 
one exceedingly rare tragedy, 
and reinforcing the false idea 
that anyone registered as a 
sex offender is an insatiable 
monster. In truth, the num-
ber of people on the registry 
who commit a new sex crime 
is far lower than most people 
realize. It’s about five out of 
100. Your kids are more likely 
to end up on the registry than 
to be molested by someone on 
it.

That’s scary.
And then there are the 

fears spread simply by the 
way Halloween is morphing 
from child holiday into super-
vision on steroids. Kids troop-
ing door to door seems less 
and less normal as commu-
nities, churches and schools 
sponsor chaperoned parties 

and “trunk or treats.” That’s 
when parents park their cars 
in a circle and open up the 
trunks, which are decorated 
and filled with candy. Noth-
ing wrong with that new tra-
dition, except that it is edging 
out the far older one of kids 
walking around their neigh-
borhood, not just a parking 
lot, and doing it on their own, 
not under the watchful eyes 
of a gaggle of grown-ups.

Trunk or treat is a perfect 
example of modern day child-
hood. We have taken away all 
the independence of the most 
liberating holiday of the year 
and replaced it with some-
thing that grown-ups may 
feel is just as good — plenty 
of candy — even though so 
many thrilling elements are 
gone: the bravery kids get 
when they knock at the cob-
webbed house, the confidence 
they get from being trusted to 
go out at night, the triumph 
they feel returning home 
with the fruits of the labor, 
and the memories they make 
the way most of us did, goof-
ing around without a parent 
always watching. 

That’s a lot to trade for 
a trunk of easily accessed 
candy.

And that’s not to mention 
all the lesser fears swirling 
around like bats in our col-
lective belfry. Fears for our 
kids’ teeth, digestive systems 
and future figures, trotted 
out by marketers trying to 
foist upon us everything from 
Halloween toothbrushes (a 
substitute for sugar) to probi-
otic treats (I kid you not), to 
low-cal substitutes and vegan 
candy corn.

As if Mary Janes weren’t 
bad enough!

(By the way, commercial 
candy corn isn’t vegan. You 
have to make the vegan stuff 
yourself, which sounds only 
slightly less dreary than 
trunk or treating.)

Holidays always evolve. 
Sleighs evolve into SUVS, taf-
fy apples evolve into fun-size 
Snickers. But trick or treat-
ing did not just evolve into a 
riot of overprotection. That is 
a decision adults have made, 
pushed by the forces insisting 
our very safe kids are not safe 
enough to have the kind of 
fun and freedom we did. 

Lenore Skenazy is founder of 
Free-Range Kids, president of 

Let Grow, and a contributor 
to Reason.com.

Halloween has turned into a worrysome holiday
COLUMNS

The term “democracy” 
has various forms. It can be 
seen by the differences in the 
United States’ and British 
forms of government.

In the United States, the 
chief executive of our nation 
is indirectly elected to office. 
In Britain, the same is true. 
The people vote to elect mem-
bers of the House of Com-
mons and the political party 
that gets the most votes picks 
a prime minister. In the USA, 

after the national election is 
held, the Electoral College 
chooses our president, re-
gardless of the popular vote. 

In Britain the prime min-
ister acts as an adviser to the 
monarch, Queen Elizabeth, 
although the queen holds no 
official role in government. 
The prime minister and his 
cabinet would be reluctant, 
however, to initiate major 
policy changes without the 
queen’s support.

In France, for example, 
the executive branch is di-
vided between the president 
and the prime minister, al-
though the president of the 
country has the final say. 
It can be said in both coun-
tries  that the popular vote 
is of secondary importance. 
Therefore we see that the 

Electoral College and House 
of Commons have the final 
say in who will lead their re-
spective countries.

It could be said that Great 
Britain has a prime minister 
who is a member of Parlia-
ment. The monarch holds no 
official position.

In the United States the 
president is the only chief ex-
ecutive. But the chief justice 
of the Supreme Court seems 
to be getting more authority 
in making government pol-
icy through interpretation 
of laws. In the legislative 
branch both nations have 
two legislative bodies. The 
United States has the U.S. 
Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives. Great Britain 
has the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords. Both 

of our legislative bodies 
share in creating laws.

In Great Britain the 
House of Lords has very lit-
tle authority. The House of 
Commons has the final word 
in most legislative matters. 
The prime minister and her 
cabinet are all members of 
the House of Commons, or 
on occasion, a member of the 
House of Lords. Just by com-
paring our two democratic 
forms of government, we can 
see the difference in democ-
racies. 

In Great Britain there are 
no term limits on the prime 
minister and her cabinet or 
on the House of Commons. 
They can serve in these posi-
tions as long as they are re-
elected. In the United States 
the president is restricted to 

two four-year terms of office. 
There are no term limits  in 
the House of Representatives 
or U.S. Senate. 

The legal system in both 
countries seems to be con-
siderably different. In Brit-
ain no court can nullify a 
law passed by the House of 
Commons. Great Britain has 
no formal constitution. By 
contrast, the United States 
has a formal constitution 
which the federal courts can 
interpret. Therefore, if the 
courts choose to, they can 
invalidate laws passed by 
our Congress and signed by 
our president.

We hope our democratic 
forms of government will 
remain intact. This form of 
government, democracy, has 
lasted for a long time.

Democracy will persevere despite current political climate

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action
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Christ the King High School held its Annual Walkathon today, 
where students raised money for various school clubs. The day 
was filled with fun activities which included relay races against fac-
ulty as well as a school wide Zumba class taught by Ms. Cesare 
and Ms. Rodriguez.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 800 students. The faculty numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Students 
Participate in 

Annual Walkathon
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VISIT ST. AGNES 
SCHEDULE A BUDDY DAY 

13-20 124th St.   •   College Point, NY 11356  •  718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

BY BILL PARRY

The Lexington School for the 
Deaf in East Elmhurst will be able to 
make critical repairs to its 50-year-
old roofing system due to a $119,00 
allocation of state funding by state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst). 
A 4,500-square-foot section of the 
roof over one wing of the school 
needs to be replaced along with its 
adjacent walkway corridor.

“We must ensure our students are 
safe when they are in school,” Per-
alta said. “Not having to deal with 
leaks from an old roof is essential to 
the health and safety of students.”

The Lexington School for the 
Deaf, located at 25-26 75th St., is the 
largest school for the deaf in the en-
tire state serving students from all 
five boroughs from 3-month to 21-
years-old, and almost half of its stu-
dents are from Queens.

“Lexington School for the Deaf 
has been providing deaf education 
to New York City’s children since 
1864.” Lexington School for the Deaf 
CEO and Superintendent Donald 
Galloway said. “Oh behalf of the 
school, I would like to thank Sen. 

Jose Peralta for securing this state 
allocation. Sen. Peralta recognizes 
the importance of investing in the 
capital needs of schools. This gift 
will repair the fifty-year-old roof on 
our school and allow us to continue 
our work to enable deaf children 
to be successful students and citi-
zens,”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Peralta allocates new funding 
for roof repairs at Lexington

State Sen Jose Peralta (c.) presents a check 
to students of the Lexington School for the 
Deaf in East Elmhurst that will go towards a 
project to repair part of the roof. 

Courtesy Peralta's office
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1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. 
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BY BILL PARRY

Most of the store-
fronts along Liberty 
Avenue were festooned 
with floral garlands Sat-
urday as Diwali celebra-
tions filled Richmond 
Hill with colorful tradi-
tional costumes, multi-
colored lights and plenty 
of ethnic music, all part 
of the annual Hindu fes-
tival of lights.” The event 
features a motorcade of 
floats through the neigh-
borhood known as Little 
Guyana.

“Every year people 
come out and decorate 
in honor of the Goddess 
Lakshmi,” organizer 
Lakshmee Singh said. 
“We’re looking to make 
Diwali a major commu-
nity event, and it has 
been growing. We’re 
very excited about it.”

Prominent author, 
columnist and educator, 
Dr. Dhanpaul Narine, 
was the grand marshal of 
the motorcade that drew 
thousands along Liberty 
Avenue. Narine, presi-
dent of the Shri Trimur-
ti Bhavan Hindu Temple 
in Ozone Park, who has 
served the community 
for more than 40 years, 
said Diwali represents 
the triumph of good over 
evil, and dispelling of 
the darkness with light, 
and added that it was an 
honor to represent the 
community as grand 
marshal.

“I feel exuberant. It is 
triumphant for our com-
munity to show at this 
time, and in our history 
of our country Guyana 
and the world, that we 
need peace more than 
anything else,” Narine 
said. “So we brought to-
gether from all over the 
world today so that we 
can walk in peace and 
celebrate light.”

Diwali is a national 

holiday in countries 
with large Hindu popu-
lations, such as Guyana, 
India, Nepal and Trini-
dad and Tobago. Dur-
ing the motorcade, cars, 
vans, motorcycles and 
floats decorated with 
flowers and lights rolled 
down the avenue carry-
ing bejeweled men, wom-
en and children, who 
showcased the beauty of 
the festival.

After the parade, the 
festival culminated with 
a cultural extravaganza 
at the Arya Spiritual 
Grounds on 133rd Street 
with performances by 
the Shelly Ramnanan 
Cultural Dance School, 
the Natraj Centre for the 
Performing Arts, the 
Sanasani Cultural Or-
ganization, the Krishna 
Mandir Youth Group, 
and the David Ali Dance 
Group.

Soldier Rasmark, 
born in Guyana who has 
lived in Richmond Hill 
for 37 years, watched the 
proceedings with pride. 
Rasmark is a concert 
promoter who works 
with the Bob Marley 
Foundation.

“It’s a wonderful 
thing to get so many 
people together each 
year at this time in 
peace and harmony,” he 
said. “Diwali is the fes-
tival of light, why? I’m 
told it’s like when man 
first met woman. Before 
there was only dark-
ness and then there was 
light. That’s what Diwa-
li means, and we need 
it now more than ever 
with all the problems 
we have in this world 
with the wars and the 
poverty. We need more 
light.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Diwali lights up 
Richmond Hill

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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‘Sex fest’ at JFK Airport leads to lawsuit
BY NAEISHA ROSE

LaDonna Powell, a former 
supervisor and regional trainer 
of security guards at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport, 
is suing her employers at the se-
curity firm that was contracted 
by the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey for alleg-
edly firing her unlawfully after 
she refused to participate in her 
supervisors’ sex fests.

Powell, 32, was employed 
at the airport in 2012 at a secu-
rity firm, FJC Security Inc., but 
when that company’s contract 
with the Port Authority was 
taken over by Allied Barton Se-
curity Services, working at JFK 
became a nightmare, according 
to the former supervisor.  She 
worked for Allied Barton from 
2013 to 2016.

The regional trainer is suing 
Allied Barton on the grounds 
that she was sexually harassed, 
ignored when she reported rac-
ism and treated to poor working 
conditions when she refused to 
engage in sexual activities with 
her superiors, according to her 
lawsuit filed in federal court in 
Manhattan.  She contends she 

was fired when she told a Port 
Authority worker about the ha-
rassment, the suit says. 

The other Allied defendants 
listed in the suit include its Re-
gional Vice President Martin 
Feeney, project manager Thom-
as Tarantola and assistant 
project manager Christopher 
Timberlake. She is also suing 
security supervisors  Osvaldo 
Ortiz, Keith Reed, Alberto Diaz, 
and Kevin McNamara.

Powell’s job was to super-
vise security officers in the 
field and to communicate with 
Port Authority officials about 
security issues. Instead she 
was forced to watch sexually 
explicit videos allegedly with 
Ortiz, Reed and Diaz in the of-
fice as they made commentary 
about how their “toes curl” as 
they watched female employees 
perform oral sex on other male 
supervisors, according to the 
suit.

When Powell, a Jamaican-
American, stood up to Mc-
Namara by reporting him to 
other supervisors for calling 
the black and immigrant of-
ficers who she supervisedthe 
N-word, he lashed out at her 

and said: “I’m tired of see-
ing your [N-word] faces,” ac-
cording to the suit. 

Feeney’s alleged response to 
the complaint was “Next time 
he does it, kick him in the balls,” 
according to Powell. 

Once Tarantola met Powell 
in person and realized she was a 
Jamaican woman, he allegedly 
questioned her loyalty to the 

white supervisors and tried to 
prevent her from getting ahead 
at work, the suit says.

In her suit Powell contends 
she was denied bathroom and 
lunch breaks, did not get over-
time pay, and did not get sala-
ried pay like the white male su-
pervisors who worked at Allied. 

Timberlake allegedly would 
brush up against Powell and 

make crude remarks about her 
body, according to the suit. 

“Your breasts got smaller,” 
Timberlake allegedly said to 
Powell after she lost weight.

When Powell reported the 
rape of a female employee after 
a work party to Diaz, Ortiz and 
Reed, they allegedly ignored her 
report of the assault, according 
to the suit. 

The toxic environment be-
came so unbearable for Powell 
that when a Port Authority 
worker found her crying, she 
told the official everything that 
was going on.

After her discussion with the 
Port Authority official, Taran-
tola allegedly spearheaded her 
termination, which occurred in 
May 2016, according to Powell. 

Allied Universal refused to 
comment on the suit. 

“Per policy we do not com-
ment publicly on pending litiga-
tion,” a spokeswoman said.

Port Authority’s Inspector 
General’s Office is reviewing the 
allegations made in the lawsuit. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

LaDonna Powell, a former security supervisor at JFK, has filed a suit 
claiming she was sexually harassed and forced to watch female em-
ployees engage in sex acts while working for security firm Allied 
Barton.  Photo by Michael Shain
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Annual Election Period (AEP) is October 15 - December 7, 2017 

Call us today! 1-800-860-8707 TTY: 1-800-558-1125
Monday–Sunday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from October 1–February 14

Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from February 15–September 30
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Medicare1

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS)

Fidelis Medicare 
$0 Premium (HMO)

Monthly Part B Premium2 $134 $38 $0

���������	
 None $400/year None

Part B Deductible $183 None None

PCP Copay 20% $5 $15

Specialist Copay 20% $30 $45

Outpatient Surgery in a Hospital or  
Ambulatory Surgical Center 20% $360 $360

Lab Tests $0 or 20% $20 $20

X-rays 20% $10 $10

Inpatient Copay $1,316
$360/day for days 1-5, 

per admission
$360/day for days 1-5,  

per admission

Part D Prescription Drug Coverage No
Yes, with $0 copay for 

preferred generics  
$125 deductible

Yes, with $0 copay for  
preferred generics

$0 deductible

Preventive Dental None Yes Yes

Hearing Device Discounts through TruHearing3 No Yes Yes

Money-saving Programs through My Advocate4 No Yes Yes
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BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
will introduce a bill to grant the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey 
control of helicopter routes through 
airspace within its boundaries to miti-
gate noise pollution.

Helicopter noise coming from the 
North Shore of Long Island and across 
Queens has long been paired with air-
plane noise with both on the rise in 
recent years.  Many activists and poli-
ticians contend the higher noise levels 
could have public health implications 
for hypertension, sleep deprivation and 
high blood pressure and could escalate 
post-traumatic stress disorder.

“Granting authority to the Port 
Authority to control helicopter routes 
within its jurisdiction will allow for 
better control of the noise pollution and 
quality-of-life issues that helicopter 
traffic creates.  By increasing regula-
tions of these routes, we can minimize 
the negative effects to quality of life to 
residents while still maintaining effi-
cient helicopter routes,” Avella said.

Avella’s bill would allow the Port 
Authority to address the needs of his 
constituents while maintaining the 
needs of those operating in the sky. 

“It is clear that New York state must 
do a better job of managing the routes 
that helicopters take as to balance the 
convenience of flight routes with the 
concerns of those communities affect-
ed by helicopter traffic,” the bill says.

At an April town hall in Whitestone 
held by  U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-Little 
Neck), co-chairman of the bipartisan 
Quiet Skies Caucus, residents in the 
surrounding communities complained 

that helicopter noise was not only a 
constant throughout the year, but also 
tended to start earlier in the morn-
ing and with greater frequency as the 
weather grew warmer.

Suozzi said a study of the health 
impacts of such noise could help a po-
tential independent agency make the 
calls necessary to bring effective noise 
mitigation.

“We need the health studies to 
demonstrate objectively that there 
are serious implicatio ns,” Suozzi 
said. “We can look at health issues 
caused by helicopter noise like sleep 
deprivation, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, high blood pressure and 
hyper tension. We also need to estab-
lish a complaint system to show the 
impact on the community and solu-
tions to lower the DNL threshold. We 
need an outside agency to oversee the 
routes for Queens and Long Island’s 
North Shore.”

Avella championed the need for the 
Port Authority to hire a permanent 
roundtable facilitator to resolve noise 
pollution in the skies above his district 
in February. 

The roundtable, which mainly works 
to address airplane noise out of LaGuar-
dia and JFK airports, has taken issue 
with Port Authority’s appointing a fa-
cilitator with conflict of interest ties, ac-
cording to Avella,  to Port Authority it-
self, which advocates argued would only 
serve the interests of the state agency to 
take no action on the issue of arrival 
and departure trajectories.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Avella bill grants PA 
control of helicopters

State Sen. Tony Avella is hoping to pass legislation to grant Port Authority control over 
helicopter flight patterns.
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*Depending on eligibility, amount varies by plan.  Monthly balance cannot be carried over from month to month.
Centers Plan for Healthy Living is an HMO with Medicare and Medicaid contracts.  Enrollment in Centers Plan for 
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formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or co-payment/coinsurance may change on January 
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Contact the plan for more information. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, unless otherwise 
paid by Medicaid.  This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare.  
Premiums, co-pays, coinsurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please call 
our member service number at 1-844-274-5227, TTY users call 1-800-421-1220, seven days a week 8am-8pm.  
ATTENTION: If you speak Spanish or Chinese language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. 
Call 1-877-940-9330 (TTY: 1-800-421-1220).  
Centers Plan for Healthy Living complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Centers Plan for Healthy Living cumple con las leyes 
federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, 
discapacidad o sexo. Centers Plan for Healthy Living   遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、膚色、民族血
統、年齡、殘障或性別而 視任何人。
H6988_MKT4002 Accepted 10152017

Do you have 
these cards?

Annual Deductibles
Monthly Plan Premium 
Primary Care Visits
Includes: Dental • Vision • Hearing • Prescriptions0$

Up To9 0$ Monthly 
Over-the-Counter 
������

*

1(844) 274-5227 
TTY Users 1(800) 421-1220
7 days a week, 8am-8pm  
www.centersplan.com

Join Centers Plan for Healthy Living and get all the services of traditional 
��������	
��	����������	�������

Then maximize 
your Medicare 
��������	
���
this card!

LISTED UNDER FLUSHING 
& TIMESLEDGER ON THE 

MANIFEST
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For more information, please contact Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services,

                         English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Creole, Hebrew and Yiddish Speaking

Eldercare Services

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND & QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

The OHEL/Lifetime Care Foundation maintains 
a Medicaid Community Trust and is helping elderly

New Yorkers remain at home and avoid entering
a nursing home.

Ohel offers seniors free at home behavioral counseling for loneliness, isolation and 
coping with everyday aging. Case management is available

Ohel gave my mother back her smile!!!
Mrs J felt cancer made her unable to do anything.  She was 
in pain and needed physical help at home. Mrs J was always 
independent.  The social worker asked could she still smile.  
The social worker asked her to smile at everyone she saw 

for one week.  The next week they talked about the change 
in how she was feeling.  Mrs. J felt she could do something...  

She could smile again.

Ohel’s home bound program provides FREE counseling for 
older adults who might feel sad, lonely and isolated.  Some 
older adults might be struggle no with illness and physical 
changes.  Sessions can be anywhere- home, doctors offi ce 
etc.   Breaking problems into “bite Size” pieces can make 

it doable.

For more information call Harriet Blank at.

Public Safety Committee considers fare evasion bill
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man’s (D-Hillcrest) bill re-
quiring the NYPD to provide 
periodic data on fare evasion 
arrests received formal consid-
eration from the City Council’s 
Public Safety Committee this 
week. The legislation, which 
was introduced in July, would 
require NYPD to release data 
quarterly on the number of ar-
rests and MTA summonses is-
sued for subway fare evasion.

Lancman, who also serves 
as chairman of the Committee 
on Courts & Legal Services, 
sponsored the bill in response 
to data from the state’s Divi-
sion of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices that showed that in the 
first six months of 2017, the 
NYPD made more than 30,000 
stops for jumping a turnstile. 
According to the data, of those 
who were stopped, three-quar-
ters were issued a civil sum-
mons for violating the MTA 
rules against fare evasion, but 
during the same period 8,625 
individuals were arrested for 
“theft of services,” a misde-
meanor offense under state 
penal law. Nearly 90 percent of 

those arrested for theft of ser-
vices in 2017 were either black 
or Latino and Lancman said 
the data confirmed that the 
city’s prosecution of fare eva-
sion as a crime disproportion-
ately affects immigrants and 
people of color.

According to Lancman, 
his legislation will fill in the 
gaps in the current system for 
reporting fare evasion arrest 
and summons data. The NYPD 
currently only reports the to-
tal number of individuals ar-
rested for “theft of services,” 
broken down by race. The ad-
ditional information provided 
to the public, specifically the 
subway station where the en-
forcement action was taken, 
will allow straphangers to 
have a clear understanding as 
to how the NYPD is targeting 
its resources and which com-
munities are predominantly 
affected, Lancman said. 

He said the mayor’s insis-
tence on using arrests and 
criminal prosecution for fare 
evasion has disproportionately 
targeted brown and black New 
Yorkers even though a civil al-
ternative is readily available. 
Lancman said the city  does not 

know where the NYPD is fo-
cusing its fare evasion enforce-
ment and which precincts are 
spending the most time and 
resources chasing after fare 
beaters. 

“My legislation would pro-
vide the public with readily 
available data needed to fully 
evaluate the city’s fare evasion 
enforcement practices and 
highlight the critical need for 
change,” he said Monday.  . “I 
am pleased the Public Safety 
Committee is considering my 
bill today and I look forward to 

working with my colleagues to 
pass it into law.” 

The bill will also assure 
that the NYPD is providing the 
public with fare evasion arrest 
and summons data every three 
months so that policymakers 
and the public can analyze en-
forcement trends. Lancman’s 
legislation also specifies that 
the data provided by the NYPD 
must be broken down into 
the following categories: The 
subway station where enforce-
ment occurred, precinct of the 
officer, and the age, gender, 

and race of the individual who 
was arrested or issued a TAB 
summons. 

David Jones, president and 
CEO of the Community Ser-
vice Society and a MTA board 
member, said the numbers 
don’t lie. According to Jones, 
fare evasion enforcement 
is unfairly focused on low-
income New Yorkers, which 
highlights a cynical campaign 
that is a remnant of the Giu-
liani administration’s “broken 
windows policing strategy” 

“The legislation proposed 
by Councilman Lancman 
would shine a light on the 
data, and by extension, a law 
enforcement strategy that 
essentially criminalizes pov-
erty and targets people of col-
or,” he said. “We encourage 
the City Council to act affir-
matively on this legislation 
and help ensure that policing 
methods in our public transit 
system are based on public 
safety considerations, and 
not racial profiling.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Councilman Lancman’s bill would require the NYPD to provide periodic 
data on fare evasion arrest.  Courtesy of MTA/Marc A. Hermann
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*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/17—12/11/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward 
card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance 
and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are 
the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 17Q4NPPIRC3

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

$         
REBATE*

ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES OF 
HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW FASHIONS
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Return of Pink Panthers
PHOTOS BY JULIUS CONSTANTINE MOTAL

The Queens Tigers cheerleading team of Jamaica practice ahead of the breast cancer walk at Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

This mounted-police horse sports a pink ribbon, too.

Police officers showed up in pink for the breast cancer walk, too. This mounted officer 
not only wore a pink uniform, but the tack on her horse is also the color of the day.

Participants fill out registration forms before the walk. Donations raised nearly 
$440,000 for cancer research in a single day, according to the American Cancer Society.

Goku the labrador takes a breather during the nearly two-
mile circuit around the park.

Breast cancer walkers make the turn near the Unisphere under gray skies.
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Forest Hills Senior Center

108-25 62nd Drive
Queens, NY

Thursday, November 9th

10:30AM to 11:30AM

Forest Hills Senior Center

108-25 62nd Drive
Queens, NY

Thursday, October 19th

10:30AM to 11:30AM

NYC Health + Hospitals | Elmhurst
79-01 Broadway

Queens, NY
Conference Room E8-8
Tuesday, November 14th

10:00AM to 12:00PM

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR SWITCH 
YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2018. DON’T MISS OUT!

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)

1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711  H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM
After 8PM, Sundays & Holidays:

24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560
METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
Serving Nassau

Queens & 
Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy

Rt
e 1

10

*
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*Discount on new fencing purchases of $2200 or more, not valid on prior purchases.  Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  Financing plans are available. Financing and discount 
pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: 

H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394
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IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

TO INCLUDE: 4 Hour Buffet Menu

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Marathon Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

For those smaller companies that CANNOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, WE CAN OFFER a semi private area in our main ballroom 
(with other groups of guests)    Held on Fridays: December 8th & December 15th, $50.00p/p+tax    DJ included

PASSED APPETIZERS: CHEF’S SELECTION
GARDEN SALAD: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
CARVING STATION: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, 
                                     Gravies & Condiments
CHICKEN MARSALA: Mushrooms & Rosemary
SEABASS “MARECHIARO”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
PENNE ALA VODKA: Vodka Tomato Cream Sauce
              Mashed Potatoes - Caramelized Onions - Roasted Vegetable Medley

           HOLIDAY CAKE, COFFEE & TEA

PRIVATE ROOMS: 
MONDAY

THROUGH
FRIDAY:

$55.00
SATURDAYS:
$65.00

(50 person Minimum)

Miramax’s Weinstein bros grew up in Flushing
BY GINA MARTINEZ

More than 30 women have 
come forward claiming Flush-
ing born-and-raised film pro-
ducer Harvey Weinstein has 
sexually harassed them. 

The Miramax co-founder 
has been accused by dozens 
of Hollywood actresses and 
female employees, including 
A-listers Angelina Jolie and 
Gwenyth Paltrow, of inappro-
priate behavior. A New York 
Times article released earlier 
this month exposed the Oscar-
winning producer’s miscon-
duct in which multiple actress-
es claimed that Weinstein had 
invited them up to his hotel 
room and acted inappropri-
ately throughout the last three 
decades. 

According to The Times, 
Weinstein has paid off multiple 
actresses and employees in set-
tlements to keep quiet, includ-
ing actresses Ashley Judd and 
Rose McGowan. Following the 
bombshell article Weinstein was 
by the board of The Weinstein 
Company, with his brother Bob 
taking over as chairman. Wein-
stein’s wife, fashion designer 

Georgina Chapman, announced 
she was filing for divorce. 

Weinstein released a state-
ment saying he expressed re-
morse for the people he hurt 
and said he plans to do right by 
them. 

In his statement he referred 
to coming of age in the ‘60s and 
‘70s “when all the rules about 
behavior and workplaces were 
different.”

“I realized some time ago 
that I needed to be a better per-
son and my interactions with 
the people I work with have 
changed,” the statement read. “I 
appreciate the way I’ve behaved 
with colleagues in the past has 
caused a lot of pain, and I sin-
cerely apologize for it.”  

Weinstein was born in 
Flushing in 1952. He and his 
younger brother Bob grew up 
in Electchester, a city housing 
co-op backed by the Electrical 
Workers Union.  He attended 
John Bowne High School before 
attending the State University 
of New York at Buffalo.   The 
Weinstein brothers’ father, 
Max, was a diamond cutter in 
Manhattan.

The two brothers put to-

gether rock concerns in the 
1970s before moving on in the 
next decade to found Miramax, 
which released mostly indie 
films. In the 1990s the company 
gained traction after produc-

ing hits like “Pulp Fiction” and 
“The English Patient,” which 
won the Best Picture Academy 
Award in 1997. In 2005 the broth-
ers left Miramax and founded 
the The Weinstein Company, 

which solidified Harvey’success 
with films like “Inglourious 
Basterds” and “Silver Linings 
Playbook.”

Harvey’s brother, Bob, is 
also in hot water after a female 
producer accused him of sexual 
harassment. Angela Siegel, 
an executive producer on the 
Spike show “The Mist” claims 
the younger Weinstein brother 
harassed her, constantly ask-
ing her out on romantic dates 
despite her saying no. 

“No should be enough” the 
producer told Variety. “After 
‘no’ anybody who has asked 
you out should just move on. 
Bob kept referring to me that he 
wanted to have a friendship. He 
didn’t want to have a friendship. 
He wanted more than that. My 
hope is that ‘no’ is enough from 
now on.”

A representative for Bob 
Weinstein denies he engaged 
in any inappropriate behavior 
with the producer. 

Neither brother has been 
charged.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Multiple women have come forward accusing Harvey Weinstein of sexual 
harassment and rape.  Photo by Joel Ryan/AP
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Paid for by Nicole for New York City www.NM2017.com

Assemblywoman Malliotakis 

has a record of helping 

seniors and the disabled 

travel around the city. She 

forced the MTA to restore 

bus service in Brooklyn and 

pressed Access-A-Ride to be 

more prompt with pick up 

times.

PROVEN FIGHTER:

MEET NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS.
Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis is running to 
become Mayor of New York City to stop Bill de Blasio 
from his continued practice of protecting criminals at 
the expense of the New York City taxpayer.
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Camping at the Rockaways
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At Fort Tilden in the Rockaways, a campground of 10 sites  
opens for the month of October, the first time camping has 
been allowed at the city beach.

Tents raised on platforms, each with little porch, are 
arranged in a circle with a communal campfire at the center. The bedside table in the tents includes an enamelware coffee pot and mugs, as well as the makings for some Smores.

At dusk, the beach is still being used by a few families.

The camp’s director, Kent Johnson, says it took about two weeks to build the campsite from the ground up. It will have to 
be completely dismantled next month.

At night, solar-powered lights illuminate the tents.
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188-08 Hollis Court Blvd.
Auburndale, NY 11358

718.445.3351

144-51 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.512.2929

159-18 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11358

718.961.7400

136-41 Roosevelt Ave.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.445.3555

44-43 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11355

718.463.9244

* Offer valid only at the five Flushing Bank locations in Flushing, NY. 1 New Complete Checking accounts (including Plus and Premier) with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. A new checking account is defined as any 
new checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking 
account within the last 24 months. Minimum opening balance of $1,000 or more is required. The new account must remain open, active, and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional 
item will be deducted from the balance.  2 One (1) gift per new Complete Checking (including Plus and Premier) customer. A 1099 statement for gift values (including applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) will be issued. Flushing Bank 
reserves the right to make gift substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Flushing Bank is not responsible for the warranty or replacement 
of any products. Any warranties are the sole responsibility of the manufacturers. Returns, exchanges, substitutions, and cash equivalents will not be provided. The promotion and offer are subject to change and termination without 
prior notice at any time. Zojirushi, SuperSonic, General Electric, Polaroid, Apple Inc., Samsung and YETI are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

 Come join Assembly Member Francisco 
Moya and NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst Director of Surgery Dr. Renee 
Spiegel for a 30-minute walk as Dr. Spiegel 
gives life-saving �ps on how to react quick-
ly when uncontrolled bleeding and other 
injuries occur as a results of disasters, 
mass casualty events, or even everyday  

accidents. All are welcome. To pre-register 
for this event or for more informa�on, 
please call (718) 334-1259.   

 

and Assembly Member Franciso Moya invite you to 

Walk With A Doctor 
to learn more about how to be a life-saver! 

Date: Saturday, October 28th 

Time: 11 AM 

Place: Meet in front of Frank D. O’Connor Playground 

Broadway and Woodside Ave. bet. 77 St. and 79 St. (Directly 
Across the Street from Elmhurst Hospital Main Entrance) 

Assembly Member Francisco Moya 

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

BY BILL PARRY

A federal jury was empan-
eled Monday and began hear-
ing testimony Tuesday as the 
5Pointz trial got underway`this 
week at the Brooklyn federal 
courthouse.

 Aerosol artists from as far 
away as Japan, Ecuador and 
Australia and across the Unit-
ed States packed the courtroom 
as the eight jurors, including 
one Astoria resident and an 
employee of Queens Library, 
began hearing testimony from 
artists that painted more than 
11,000 murals for nearly 20 
years on the warehouse com-
plex at 45-46 Davis St. in Long 
Island City known worldwide 
as the graffiti mecca.

Two enormous towers are 
being built on the property by 
developer Jerry Wolkoff, who 
decided in November 2013 to 
deploy painters in the middle 
of the night to whitewash all 
of the murals one week after 
Brooklyn federal Judge Fred-
erick Block lifted a temporary 

restraining order. Wolkoff 
had the site demolished a year 
later. 

Now the jury will decide if 
the whitewashed artwork falls 
under the Visual Artists Rights 
Act of 1990, which provides for 
damages if the works are of 
“recognized stature.” The 21 
artists, led by curator Jonathan 
“Meres” Cohen, will test the 
VARA protections in front of a 
jury for the first time in what 
is being hailed as a landmark 
case in a trial in which dam-
ages could be awarded for the 
destruction of the murals.

The jury will hear from both 
sides as well as expert testimo-
ny and a key argument will be 
whether the artwork was muti-
lated by the whitewashing or if 
the murals were destroyed by 
the demolition of the site.

 Block is once again presid-
ing over the case, which he ex-
pects to take about two weeks.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The long-awaited 5Pointz trial opens this week in which federal jurors will decide if the famed graffiti was 
protected art when it was destroyed by a developer.

5Pointz graffi ti whitewashing trial gets underway
Landmark case in Brooklyn will let jury decide if aerosol art protected by federal law
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COMMUNITY MEDIA DAY

OCTOBER 20

For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Outreach Supervisor: (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org 
41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880

Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Community media encourages local dialogue, increases discourse around policy issues, 
fosters an understanding of local cultures, and shares information to improve our lives. 

 

Queens Public Television cultivates, creates and facilitates free speech media by and for 
the people of Queens, New York. Join us! 

 October 20 is #CommunityMediaDay 
Show your support and visit qptv.org/cmd

POST/TWEET/CHAT on SOCIAL MEDIA
Use hashtags

 #CommunityMediaDay | #qptv 
ON TWITTER | FACEBOOK |  INSTAGRAM
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

Far Rock rabbi sentenced in theft of public funds
BY MARK HALLUM

A Far Rockaway rabbi has 
been sentenced to three years 
behind bars after being con-
victed of stealing millions in 
public funds meant for spe-
cial needs children in Ortho-
dox Jewish neighborhoods 
throughout the city.

Rabbi Samuel Hiller, 59, 
of the now-shuttered not-for-
profit, Island Child Develop-
ment Center, pleaded guilty 
to first-degree grand larceny 
in April for the theft of $5 mil-
lion in funds his organization 
had been allocated from city 
and state agencies between 
2005 and 2012. Three others 
have also pleaded guily as 
well, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

“The betrayal of the public 
trust by this defendant who 
stole funds which were ear-
marked for special needs pre-
schoolers with disabilities 
and used for his personal gain 
was deplorable,” Brown said. 
“The sentence imposed today 
by the court sends a strong 
message that people who are 

engaged in fraudulent activi-
ties will be brought to justice 
and held accountable for their 
actions.”

The DA said $12 million in 
total may have been diverted 
from ICDC during this time 
to family businesses and 
relatives as well as personal 
expenses, including jewelry, 
a family wedding and home 
renovations. 

The organization had 
about $27 million in govern-
ment funds passed to it before 
the DA’s Detective Bureau 
and his Economic Crimes 
Bureau and state Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli’s Divi-
sion of State Government 
Accountability and Division 
of Investigations launched 
investigations into ICDC, for-
merly located at 1854 Cornaga 
Ave. in Far Rockaway, accord-
ing to the DA.

“Pocketing millions of dol-
lars in money intended to aid 
children with special needs is 
inexcusable,” DiNapoli said. 
“Thanks to the work of my 
investigators and auditors 
in partnership with Queens 
County District Attorney-

Brown, this offender has been 
brought to justice and mil-
lions recovered.”

The ICDC specialized in 
providing services to special 
needs children between the 
ages of 3 and 5 in communi-

ties such as the Rockaways, 
Williamsburg and Borough 
Park in Brooklyn, according 
to the DA,

Co-defendant Roy Hoff-
mann, 53, of Woodmere, L.I., 
was an independent audi-

tor hired by the ICDC who 
pleaded guilty in September 
and is awaiting a December 
sentencing date alongside 
Ira Kurman, 54, the former 
executive director of the 
organization for grand lar-
ceny. Daniel Laniado, 44, of 
Brooklyn, was described as 
an investor by the DA. He 
pleaded guilty to an identity 
theft charge in April and as 
part of a plea agreement paid 
$82,000 in restitutions to the 
city Dept. of Education, has 
forfeited $8,000 and will pay 
an additional $1 million, 
Brown said.

Hiller paid $1 million in 
restitutions, forfeited over $1 
million in seized assets and 
has signed a confession of 
judgment for over $3 million 
to the DOE, according to the 
DA.

The DOE commonly con-
tracts services out to organi-
zations similar to the ICDC,  
the DA’s office said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

A Far Rockaway rabbi was sentenced to three years behind bars for 
stealing $5 million in public funds.      Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:10/20/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

'04 SUBARU FORESTER

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#J5583, 125k mi.

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

‘13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#25124, 52k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,750
‘15 FORD FUSION

Stk#24117, 17k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,888
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,888
‘16 CHEVY CRUZE

Stk#29008, 689k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,888
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,888
'13 FORD EXPLORER

Stk#20434, 27k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31719, 108k mi.

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

ALLLTITITITITIITIMAMAMAMAMAMAMAMA
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

‘16 CH
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$14,995
‘12 HONDA PILOT

Stk#6596, 21k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,588
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,588
‘14 NISSAN PATHFINDER

Stk#26411, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CICIIVIVIVIVIVIVIVICCCCCCC
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$7,500
'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 MER
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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    Major World  
 Breast Cancer  
    Major World  
 Breast Cancer  
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  

Request our Pink “We Care” license 

plate frame with your next purchase 

from Major World & we will donate 

$25 on your behalf to the 

American Cancer Society.
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Purchase any iSeries mattress and receive 50% off a mattress of equal or lesser value storewide.

50%
OFF

BOGO
BUY ONE GET ONE mattresses

†

One for you, one for your guests.

Fall is here, which means the holidays are around the corner. Gift yourself
with a new mattress, and upgrade the guestroom with one that’s half off. 

0%
APR 
FOR 5 YEARS * 

OR

Minimum purchase of $1,999 with your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 60 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

NO CREDIT 
NEEDED

See store for details.

MEMORY FOAM 
QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW $47499

SAVE $200 
off our low price of $674.99

FIRM 
QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW $39999

SAVE $250 
off our low price of $649.99

MF3_NYC_WRAP_10.20_COMMUNITY_1
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MF3_NYC_WRAP_10.20_COMMUNITY_2_3

The Sleepy’s collection features a layer of 
soft air memory foam that conforms to 
your body for ultimate comfort, support 

and an uninterrupted night’s sleep.

When the Sleepy’s retail locations became 
Mattress Firm, we knew we wanted to pay 

homage to the decades-long tenure it 
boasted in your backyard.

Introducing

At the intersection 
of comfort and value.

ONLY AT

SLEEPY’S QUEEN 
MATTRESSES

STARTING
AT $500
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Only at Only at 

Enjoy better pressure relief 
and support, cooler temps and 
curve-hugging fi rm comfort.

$34 Per Month**†

48 Months 
0% APR*

$1599.99 
Total to Pay

$38 Per Month**†

48 Months 
0% APR*

$1799.99 
Total to Pay

300 PLUSH 500 CUSHION FIRM

BOGO 50% off † BOGO 50% off †

Enjoy better pressure relief 
and support, cooler temps 
plus a perfect plush comfort.

BOGO
BUY ONE GET ONE

mattresses

50%
OFF

†

Purchase any iSeries mattress and 
receive 50% off  a mattress of equal or 

lesser value storewide.

ONLY AT

Enjoy better pressure relief 
and support, cooler temps and 
perfect comfort every time you 
crawl into your new mattress.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay
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MF3_NYC_WRAP_10.20_COMMUNITY_4

0% APR: 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 10/18/17-10/24/17 
and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is 
paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional 
purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole 
dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. †Off er valid 
10/18/17-10/24/17: Purchase any regularly priced Serta iSeries brand mattress and receive 50% off  the purchase price of a mattress of equal or lesser value storewide. The 50% discount for second mattress will be applied to our low price and cannot be combined with any other coupon, savings or discount off er. The 50% discount 
off er is only valid toward credit for second mattress purchase and cannot be used as credit in any other instance. Due to manufacturer restrictions, off er not valid on select MAP product. Has no cash value. Not valid on previous purchases. See store for complete details. **Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and above. On 
available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 10/18/17-10/24/17. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. 
Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. 
Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time 
period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$500. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration 
purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 10/18/17-10/24/17 or while supplies 
last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

FREE DELIVERY**

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM  |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

CUSHION FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$39999

NEW LOW PRICE

PLUSH
QUEEN MATTRESS

$49999

NEW LOW PRICE

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$29999

SAVE $60
off  our low price of $359.99

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$19999

NEW LOW PRICE

You don’t have 
to be royalty to 
sleep like it. At 

Mattress Firm you 
can choose from 

an array of queen-
sized mattresses, 
at great prices, 

to fi nd the bed of 
your dreams.

ONLY AT 

Move freely and sleep perfectly
without disturbing your partner with

this advanced foam technology.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay

ONLY AT 

Two out of three people choose the Dream Bed 
Lux, meaning two out of three people are paying 

$1,000 less than other leading memory foam.

$47 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$2799.99 
Total to Pay

ONLY AT 

One of the softest and plushest we off er,
this innovative cooling mattress lets you sleep 

at the perfect temp and comfort level.

$41 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$2449.99 
Total to Pay

SAVE $500
off  our low price

of $2949.99

Experience 
the latest in

cooling 
technology.

OVER 15 QUEEN MATTRESSES UNDER $69999
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 10/20/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,800
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
‘07 HONDA RIDGELINE

Stk#34182, 127k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#33670, 33k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

‘15 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
‘15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

Stk#32423, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

GHLALANDNDEER
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$35,888
‘16 BMW X5

Stk#29561, 17k mil.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,888
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROKOKOKEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$8,500
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$18,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

SCACACAAPEPEPEPEPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$13,888
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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SEEENTNTNTNTNTRARARARARA
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

ROROOOGUGUGUGUGUEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

‘14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

UURARARARARA ONONONONONO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

 Proudly Supports
 Awareness Month
 Proudly Supports
 Awareness Month
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE. 



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 20–26, 201740    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Mayor Bill de Blasio, charter 
schools, the NYPD and Resorts World 
Casino New York City are continuing 
to do what they can to support Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands this week 
as many citizens try to rebuild after 
the devastation of three hurricanes 
over the course of three months. 

Resorts World Casino and the NYPD 
announced Wednesday a team effort 
to raise crucial donations for Puerto 
Rico, which still lacked electricity on 
80 percent of the island this week.

The NYPD has set up a drive to 
collect diapers, baby food, batteries, 
first aid supplies, feminine hygiene 
products, baby wipes/disinfectant, 
battery-operated flashlights/lanterns, 
canned food/dry goods, work gloves/
latex gloves and masks at the casino’s 
parking lot located at 110-00 Rockaway 
Blvd. in South Ozone Park.

That same day the New York City 
Charter School Center announced 
that students and faculty would send a 
combined 14 tons of essential goods to 
Puerto Rico, which would also include 
baby formula and bottled water. 

Charters from Queens are sending 
1.5 tons worth of supplies, according 
to the center’s CEO James Merriman. 
Manhattan charter schools are send-
ing 1.5 tons, Bronx schools are send-
ing 7.5 tons, and Brooklyn schools are 
sending 3.5 tons of materials. 

“The generosity of these NYC char-
ter schools exemplifies the sector’s 
commitment to reaching beyond their 
front doors and partnering with their 
communities,” Merriman said. “We 
are proud of New York City’s charter 
school families for standing in solidar-

ity and supporting our brothers and 
sisters in Puerto Rico in their time of 
need.”

 The mayor declared he was open-
ing a service center for victims from 
Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and other Caribbean 
islands that were displaced by Hur-
ricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria on 
Monday.  The Julia De Burgos Latino 
Cultural Center located at 1680 Lexing-
ton Ave. in Manhattan was to open this 
Thursday,  according to de Blasio. The 
in-person support center will operate 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays, 
and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sundays. Indi-
viduals or families planning to visit 
the center can make an appointment 
on nyc.gov or by calling 311 as soon as 
Oct. 18.

“New York City will help those af-
fected by recent hurricanes in any way 
we can. We’ve been sending donations 
and emergency responders to affected 
areas, and now we’re setting up a cen-
tral location to help displaced people in 
our city receive essential services and 
assistance,” said de Blasio.

Recipients will receive services 
from the departments of Social Servic-
es, Health and Mental Hygiene, Educa-
tion and the Aging, according to the 
mayor. There will also be assistance 
from The New York Disaster Interfaith 
Services, Animal Care and Control, 
the American Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals, and the Hu-
man Resource Administration’s Office 
of Civil Justice. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Resorts World helps 
with hurricane relief

The NYPD is running a collection drive for victims of Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico at the 
Resorts World Casino New York parking lot. Courtesy of Resorts World
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
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O P E N  H O U S E 
O C T O B E R  2 8 ,  2 017 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Astoria woman, 25, dies 
in Brooklyn car wreck fi re

BY BILL PARRY

An Astoria woman was 
found dead inside a burning 
vehicle on the Gowanus Ex-
pressway in Brooklyn early 
Friday morning, according 
to the NYPD. 

Harleen Grewal, 25, was a 
passenger in a 2007 Infiniti 
G35 driven by 23-year-old 
Saeed Ahmad, of Flatlands, 
Brooklyn, who was weaving 
in and out of traffic when he 
crashed the vehicle onto a 
concrete barrier near Centre 
Street around 4 a.m., police 
said.

As the car burst into 
flames, Ahmad emerged from 
the vehicle, leaving Grewal 
trapped inside, and in a video 
obtained by ABC7 he was seen 
hailing a taxi near the crash 
site. When firefighters extin-
guished the blaze, they discov-
ered the victim’s body in the 
front passenger seat, police 
said. Grewal was pronounced 
dead at the scene, they said.

Investigators said Ahmad 
took a cab to Maimonides 
Medical Center in Borough 
Park, where he sought treat-
ment for burns on his arms, 
legs and neck. He was arrested 
and charged with criminally 

negligent homicide, man-
slaughter, leaving the scene 
of an accident, aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a ve-
hicle and speeding, according 
to the NYPD.

Ahmad’s father, Moham-
med Azam, told the New York 
Post his son was “crazy” for 
not calling 911, but his broth-
er Waheed Ahmad, 21, said 
the defendant had lost his cell-
phone in the crash and was 
burned in a failed attempt to 
free Grewal.

Ahmad admitted to having a 
few drinks before the crash but 
was not legally drunk when his 
blood was tested, police said.

Ahmad is receiving treat-
ment for his burns at Staten 
Island University Hospital as 
he awaits arraignment, ac-
cording to the Brooklyn dis-
trict attorney’s office.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Jamaica resident 
Shaking Jones was sen-
tenced to 18 years in 
prison for sexually as-
saulting a pre-teen girl 
over the course of three 
years, according to the 
Queens DA’s office. 

“The facts in this case 
chronicle a frightening 
ordeal of sexual violence 
that went on for years,” 
said DA Richard Brown.

Jones, 36, was charged 
with first-degree course 
of sexual conduct 
against a child and en-
dangering the welfare of 
a child, the DA said. He 
was found guilty Aug. 9 
after a three-week jury 
trial presided over by 
Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Richard Bu-
chter, according to the 
DA’s office. 

He used his relation-
ship with the child’s 
mother, which began on 

Aug. 1, 2012, and repeat-
edly abused the young 
girl until July 2015, ac-
cording to trial testi-
mony.

The abuse ended when 
the girl disclosed to an 
adult cousin what had 
occurred between her 
and Jones, according to 
Brown. 

“By using his friend-
ship with the victim’s 
mother, the defendant 
took advantage of an in-
nocent child for his own 
sexual gratification,” the 
DA said.  “The lengthy 
sentence imposed today 
by the court is more than 
deserving.” 

The Special Victims 
Bureau within the DA’s 
office prosecuted the 
case. 

Reach reporter 
Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.

A Brooklyn man awaits arraign-
ment on multiple charges after 
Astoria resident Harleen Grewal 
was killed in a fiery car wreck ear-
ly Friday morning. Facebook

Jamaica man gets 
18 years for assault

Come to Brooklyn Arts, 
Where Arts and Academics Take Center Stage

Brooklyn Arts is the Hub of FRESH NEW TALENT
in NYC, located in the heart of Brooklyn

next to the Barclay’s Center.

Brooklyn
Auditions

Wed. 11/15 at 4pm
Sat. 11/18 at 9am
Wed. 12/06 at 4pm
Sat. 12/09 at 9am

345 Dean Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-855-2412  •  www.BrooklynArtsHS.nyc

B R O O K L Y N  H I G H  S C H O O L  O F  A R T S

Open House: Wed. 10/25 at 6pm



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 20–26, 2017 43  TIMESLEDGER.COM

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Bright lights for Diwali
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Diwali is the Hindu festival of lights and the floats for 
the annual parade — the organizers prefer to call is a 
motorcade — down Liberty Avenue in Richmond Hill do 
not skimp on illumination.

A bonfire starts the Diwali celebration. Women traditionally 
dump offerings of food — coconuts, seeds and ghee (a but-
tery shortening) — are tossed in the flames at the end of the 
ceremony to secure the gods’ blessing.

A vendor at the festival on 133rd Street looks over his 
selection of ritual shoes and sandals.

Her crown hooked up, this young girl is almost late for the 
start of the parade.

The Diwali holiday is a big hit for the kids, who get to dress up as Hindu gods. The little ones in pink and green are Lakshmi, 
the goddess of wealth and prosperity. The guys are Vishnu, her mythical husband.

Nailed it! The display of gold jewelry and accessories gets 
pretty intense. 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Musical artist Joyce Sims is back and 
better than ever.

If you haven’t added her timeless ‘80s 
tunes to your favorite playlist, you really 
ought to.

Do you remember when those songs 
filled the airwaves back when big hair 
was in? It seems that cool, old school 
vibes never go out of style. And over the 
decades, the songs that played on the ra-
dio were the background music to your 
life. You or someone you know may have 
heard Sims’ hits while driving or out 
shopping. Did you feel the rhythm when 
you boogied to the beat in your living 
room or with your friends at the club? 

Sims is known for her funky dance 

mixes and club anthems, and her songs 
capture the spirit of the ‘80s when dance 
music ruled. In early 1988, the singer 
topped the R&B and Dance charts in the 
United States and the pop charts inter-
nationally. One of her biggest retro hits 
was the soul/dance ballad “Come into 
My Life.” 

In fact, that song, as well as “(You are 
my) All and All” — her first hit single in 
1987 — have become club classics and 
can still frequently be heard playing in 
clubs today and on mainstream radio. 

The gifted singer-songwriter has 
never slowed down. Now in her 50s, Sims 
is still touring and looking and sounding 
better than ever, her uplifting voice belt-
ing out those still-popular, positive mes-
sage songs.

She returned to the charts in 2006, 
with the hit “What the World Needs Now 
is Love,” the lead single from her CD “A 
New Beginning.” In May 2012, she re-
leased her EP “Running Back to You/
Back in Love,” in the UK, where it was 
well received at clubs and on the radio.

More recently, there was excitement 
in the air and some serious legendary-
ness going on when Sims dazzled the 
audience and brought the house down 
at Resorts World Casino at Aqueduct 
Racetrack in South Ozone Park, during 
a show in late September. She had previ-
ously performed there for an R&B leg-
ends concert. 

“It was awesome. This was my first 
time performing at the 360 Bar, and the 
crowd was awesome as well,” said Sims, 

a New Yorker with a special place in her 
heart for Queens. “The stage is above the 
crowd; I could see everything. They were 
dancing, singing, taking selfies.”

Sims performed songs from her al-
bum “Come into My Life,” as well as 
“All and All, which was a true crowd-
pleaser. The diva also performed tracks 
from one of her more recent albums, 
“Love Song,” which has a special mean-
ing for Sims. 

“It consists of stories of falling in and 
out of love, and how we all have a need to 
love and to be loved,” she said. 

The talented artist writes all her 
songs and is a trained pianist. She is 
currently promoting her latest single 
“All I Want is You.”  

Continued on Page 52

JOYCE SIMS brings classic ‘80s tunes to Resorts World Casino
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Answers in Sports

- The New Yorker

A Night of Horovitz — TONE19 Productions’ 
fi rst production will be a combination of two 
Israel Horovitz one-acts: “The Indian Wants 
The Bronx” and “Beirut Rocks,” performed in 
one program titled “A Night Of Horovitz.”
When: Friday, Oct. 20 at 8 p.m.; Saturday, 
Oct. 21 and Sunday, Oct. 22, at 3 p.m. and 8 
p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Sense and Sensibility — After the 
untimely and unexpected death of their 
father, two sisters are forced to leave their 
comfortable lives. Their only hope is a 
profi table marriage. Seduction, courtship, 
love, heartbreak and surprise abound in this 
classic romantic comedy. Aquila Theatre 
expands the canon of classical works in this 
bold and exciting new production.

When: Oct. 20, at 2 p.m.; Oct. 21, at 2 p.m. and 
8 p.m.; Oct. 22, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $42; $35 for members; $25 rear side 
seats; $20 front side seats
Website: www.queenstheatre.org/sense-
and-sensibility

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play 
revolves around Pirate Pete, a lovable 
rogue on a mission to find his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly. Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfits, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete with songs, 
sword fights, and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, Oct. 28, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

All Hallow’s Eve is 
nigh and spirits will soon 
be roaming everywhere. 
You’ll even find them at 
Bayside’s friendly pubs, 
where booze — and spir-
its — will be flowing non-
stop during the scariest 
weekend of the year.

Bayside residents 
are getting ready for a 
potentially massive pub 
crawl that will be hitting 
neighborhood streets Sat-
urday, Oct. 28, when zom-
bies, mummies, ghouls, 
and other frightful crea-
tures crawl into town 
and scare the bejesus out 
of everyone.

When the annual Hal-
loween Pub Crawl gets 
underway, you and your 
friends can join the fun, 
along with other cos-
tumed and masked par-
tygoers, and enjoy a va-

riety of cocktails served 
up Halloween-style, at 
the many venues that 
are part of the crawl. It’s 
a soiree that you won’t 
want to miss, accord-
ing to organizers “of the 
world’s biggest pub crawl, 
PubCrawls.com.”

What respectable 
crawler could say no to 
sampling the best drink 
specials all day long at 
the top-rated bars in Bay-
side?

This time of year, you 
can really get creative. 
So, if you don’t already 
have a disguise, get one 
or make one quick for 
this special occasion, but 
don’t forget to get your 
tickets soon.

“We produce many 
events throughout the 
year, all across the coun-
try,” crawl organizer 
Dmitry Strok said. “Bay-
side is an area that is tru-

ly developing as a hotspot 
in Queens for nightlife 
and hospitality.”

In case you haven’t 
noticed, the mostly quiet, 
residential neighborhood 
has indeed re-emerged 
as a vibrant community 
known for its sophisticat-
ed, but fun-loving party 
crowd, as well as its great 
shopping options, and 
diverse restaurants and 
eateries, especially along 
popular and bustling Bell 
Boulevard.

Whoever or what-
ever you’re going to be 
on Halloween, come 
out with hundreds of 
creepy crawlers and 
you’ll get a pub crawl 
map that will outline 
the best route, drink 
specials, and offers.

Since All Hallows’ 
Eve is supposed to be 
one of those creepy 
nights when there’s a 

thin veil between this 
world and the other, 
those roaming spirits 
should be more acces-
sible to humans. But, 
if for some reason you 
can’t connect with any, 
why not find a nice 
earthly soul — or sev-
eral — to hang out with, 
and paint the town red, 
as they say?

Whether you’ll be 
able to remember it all 
the next day is up to 
you.

If you’re participat-
ing in the pub crawl, 
you can register at The 
Crown Room, located at 
39-17 Bell Blvd. Event 
staff will provide you 
with a wrist band, and 
you can enjoy a few 
cocktails or draft beers 
before you join other 
costumed revelers and 
discover some of the 
best-known bars in the 
area, each with a differ-
ent ambiance.

This is a freestyle 

crawl and crawlers can 
visit any bar at their 
own pace. No free drinks 
or food are provided. 

Halloween Pub 
Crawl tickets, which 
cost $10, are available 
at   www.squadup.com/
events/halloweekend-
pub - c r awl- b ayside - - -
queens-ny/checkout?ut
f8=%E2%9C%93&q%5B
48412%5D=0 .

You can also call 
888-998-6609 to get your 
tickets.

Locals can sample a variety of spirits and cocktails served up Halloween-style as part of 
the Halloween Pub Crawl in Bayside.  Photo courtesy of HolidyEvents.us

Hallowwen Pub Crawl returns 
to heart of Bayside Oct. 28
Residents can celebrate the holiday on Bell Blvd.
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www.thedouglastonmanor.com

718-224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. 

Marathon Pkwy, 
Douglaston, NY 11363

              @Douglaston_Manor
              @Douglaston Manor
            or The Douglaston Manor

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER 
WEDDING VENUE

Bride and Groom
Showcase

Friday, November 3, 2017
6:30pm–9:30pm

Dress for the occasion......complimentary 
engagement photos from NY Photo 

& Video Group

Come enjoy our Chef’s special cuisine 
with complimentry unlimited wine, beer 

and soda

Upon signing a contract that evening, 
get your choice of Free Ceremony or 
Free Viennese Table ($2,000 Value)

All banquet rooms will be stages with 
full Wedding linens and new Chiavari chairs

$10 per person with full refund 
when you sign contract

Reservations required so please reserve 
early as availability is limited

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

Pilobolus 
November 4-5
“It’s as if we’re 
being given a 
fleeting glimpse of 
the inner workings 
of the universe.”
- The New York Times

Part of Queens Theatre’s  
Dance Series 
Sat. Nov. 4, 2017 at 2pm & 8pm 
Sun. Nov 5, 2017 at 3pm 
 
Tickets from $20   
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org
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THE DOUGLASTON MANOR

 Join Us At 
The Douglaston Manor, November 23, 2017

Reservations taken for 1pm- 5pm

THE PILGRAM’S HARVEST TABLE 
VEGETABLES: Mushrooms, Artichokes, Roast Peppers, Bruschetta, Olives 

CHEESES: Fresh Mozzarella, Fontina, Provolone, Parmigiano 
CURED MEATS: Prosciutto, Soppressata, Dried Sausage 

SALADS: 3 Bean, Fusilli Salad, Roasted Beets, Tomato-Basil

CARVING STATION 
ROAST PRIME RIB: Rosemary Au Jus 

SMOKED COUNTRY HAM: Honey Glazed

HOT BUFFET 
SLOW ROASTED TURKEY: Sage Gravy, Chestnut Stuffi ng, Fresh Cranberry Sauce 

HERB ROASED PORK: Apple Cider, Thyme, Roasted, Shallots 
BAKED FILET OF SOLE: Crabmeat Stuffi ng, Citrus Basil Sauce 

SMASHED SWEET POTATOES: Caramelized Onions 
HERB ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH 

TORTELLINI PANNA: Peas, Pecorino

MASHED POTATO BAR 
YUKON GOLD MASHED, Sweet Onions & Fixins  

Sour Cream / Bacon / Cheddar / Gravy

DOUGLASTON MANOR VIENNESE TABLE 
Pumpkin Pie / Apple Pie / Tarts / Cakes / Canolli’s Cookies / Pastries / 

Fresh Fruit / Chocolate Fondue

Happy Thanksgiving!
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Oct. 20-26, 2017

By Bill Deasy

Play on Words
Across
1. Cobra kin
6. Lap of luxury
10. FX's The 
Americans topic
13. Cousin of aloha
14. Reads quickly
16. That Geller feller
17. Hate + a Jet 
Blue employee
19. Outlaw
20. Main course
21. With distinction
23. Be in a huff
25. Cork locale
26. 19th hole
29. Got off the 
bottom?
32. Mil. org. on 
campus
34. Like good cheese
36. Refine, as a skill
37. Marble-cake 
pattern
39. Weapon for 
Colonel Mustard
40. Capital of Syria
41. Portico for Plato
42. Mustang not yet 
broken
44. Key feature?
46. Poetically black
47. Nutmeg coat
48. Remove, as paint
50. Word with tail 
or back
51. Links hazard
53. Barbershop 
offering
55. Couple
58. Pants

62. ___ Lanka
63. Before + an 
NBC show
65. Teflon item
66. "Gedoudahere!"
67. Unadulterated
68. "OK," to Popeye
69. Rope-fiber 
source
70. One with a check

Down
1. Like a neat bed
2. City of Yemen
3. Diamond 
accessory?
4. One side of a 
turn-ofthe- century 
war
5. Stocks and bonds
6. Clairvoyant claim
7. Related (to)

8. ICBM's place
9. Act the drama 
queen
10. Renting option 
+ a Beatles song
11. Implore
12. ___ and yang
15. Domestic 
flights?
18. Saw things?
22. Look without 
buying
24. They come to 
court
26. Pointed remark
27. Ancient Greek 
market
28. Essay + a 
glass of merlot
30. Starting point
31. Leave in the 
lurch

33. Emulate Crosby
35. Awakenings 
Oscar nominee
38. About 30% of 
the Earth
43. Holds tight
45. Low grade?
49. Traffic snarler
52. Veranda
54. Mediterranean 
island nation
55. Built-in airplane 
server
56. Hardly more than
57. Big cheese in 
Holland
59. Mayor's domain
60. "Trick" joint
61. Really dry
62. Baden-Baden 
is one
64. Arena blaster

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

UP IN SMOKE
S O D A G O D W E A V E S
A N O N O N E A D D I C E
A C U T A R T H U R A S H E
B E G A L E S E Y E O N

F L U I D P O E T
G A L O R E D A F F O D I L
I O U S A T A C O S I M A
M K T S W A L T Z S S N S
M A I G A M E S V A M O S
E Y E S O R E S A E R A T E

A D D S I C E I N
S A L V O O R T S T Y S
G R E A T L A K E S A L A I
T A N G A R E N A P E L T
S L O E S T Y E S U S E S

“There’s something 
about it that I find totally 
refreshing, original and 
really addictive. Yes, it’s 
not a typical ‘daytime’ re-
cord of the clichéd hands-
in–the–air EDM variety, 
but so what,” said Lewis 
Dene, who is Sims’ USA 
East Coast manager. 
“There’s only so many 
cookie cutter type records 
a DJ can play in one hour 
and sometimes they want 
something with a little 
more depth, warmth and 
longevity.”

Sims has wowed audi-
ences all over New York 
City throughout her long 
and successful career, 
including performances 
for the American Cancer 
Society’s Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer, in 
the Bronx; at Melrose Ball-
room in Astoria; a benefit 
concert for the soul and 
house music legend Colo-
nel Abrams; and a show at 
the XL night club in New 
York City, to name a few.

“I always loved mu-
sic. It was my dream to 
be able to write and sing 
songs that people loved 
and could relate to,” Sims 
said. “It was a lot of work, 

and took a lot of patience 
for everything to come 
together, but it changed 
my life for the better. I was 
finally living my dreams 
of becoming a recording 
artist, and just watching 
people enjoy my music.”

Throughout her ca-
reer, the dynamic artist 
has worked with and met 
many great performers, 
most recently Nile Rod-
gers of Chic. 

“Some years ago, I was 
fortunate to perform on a 
show with the late great 
Natalie Cole, who was one 
of my early inspirations,” 
she said. “I’ve also per-
formed at festivals with 

Continued from Page 47 

Joyce Sims soul legends like Billy 
Ocean, Melba Moore, 
Martha Wash, Jocelyn 
Brown, Incognito, Alex-
ander O’Neal, house mu-
sic artist Barbara Tucker, 
Strafe, Ultra Nate, and 
many more. I also worked 
with many of the freestyle 
artists, such as Stevie B. 
Shannon, TKA, George 
Lamond, Expose, Judy 
Torres.”

Sims remembers so 
many highlights from her 
years of performing, but 
there are some that stand 
out above the rest.

“The most memorable 
moment happened when 
I heard my song ‘All and 
All’ being played on New 
York City radio. My cous-
in and I were listening to 
the radio and it came on. 
We went wild,” she said. 
“Another highlight was 
my first sold-out concert 
in London at the Ham-
mersmith Ballroom with 
my band and then there’s 
receiving my Gold and Sil-
ver records for the ‘Come 
Into My Life’ album.” 

The singer’s big break 
happened in New York 
City back in 1984, when 
a studio engineer heard 
her demo tape of “All and 
All,” “Lifetime Love,” and 
“Come into My Life.” 

“He liked the tracks 
and gave me some 
studio time to profes-
sionally record them. 
Sleeping Bag Records 
was one of the labels he 
played the tracks for. I 
was then signed to the 
label, where I worked 
with hip- hop producer 
Mantronix,” Sims said.

“All and All” was her 
big breakout hit. Accord-
ing to Sims, it tells the 
story of love at first sight 
and giving your heart to 
the one you love. 

The artist said living 
life and her experiences, 
served as her inspiration 
to write her music.

“I write songs about 
love, being inspired and 
uplifted,” Sims said. 
“Many of the stories in 
the songs I write, I have 
experienced. I sometimes 
write from the experi-
ences of others. What I 
know and feel is love 
for everyone, and there 
are millions of stories to 
tell about that four-letter 
word,” she added.

Sims has composed 
all of her songs, with 
the exception of “Love 
Makes a Woman,” which 
was written by Barbara 
Acklin. She’s currently 

working on the release 
of her next single, “Sav-
ing All My Love,” for 
her label August Rose 
Records, and is also co-
writing various projects 
that are planned for re-
lease in 2018. 

“I love performing 
because it makes me 
happy,” Sims said. “In 
the future, I’m looking 
forward to more tours in 
the U.S. and the world. 
Also, working, writing, 
and collaborating with 
new and established art-
ists and producers.”

The performer grew 
up in a middle-class fam-
ily in Rochester, N.Y., the 
first of five children — 
she has two brothers and 
two sisters. Her family 
also helped inspire her 
to sing.

“A lot of love was in 
the home. There was 
always music and sing-
ing in my home,” Sims 
said. “My mother was a 
great gospel singer; she 
had an amazing voice. 
As a young girl, I started 
singing in the church 
youth choir and was al-
ways fascinated by mu-
sical  instruments; the 
piano was my  favorite. 
I can remember visit-
ing my cousin’s house, 
who had an old piano, 
and spending most of my 
time twinkling on the 
keys. The piano had bro-

ken keys and was out of 
tune, but it didn’t matter 
to me. What I heard was 
music.” 

In her early teens, 
Sims’ parents bought 
her an organ and lessons 
to go along with it.

“I started studying 
music theory, learning 
to read and write music, 
which led me to learning 
to play piano,” she said. 
“I realized early on my 
love for music, and my 
love for music still lives 
with me.”

The entertainer’s 
crowd-pleasing perfor-
mances have taken her 
all over the world, to 
Germany, Britain, the 
Netherlands, and Swit-
zerland. And her music 
has been recorded and 
sampled by such diverse 
musical icons as jazz vo-
calist Randy Crawford, 
R&B singer Angie Stone, 
rapper Snoop Dogg, and 
is featured in the film 
“Species.”

Sims has already had 
a long, illustrious ca-
reer, but has the drive to 
continue doing what she 
loves.

“I’m excited about 
my music and what the 
future has to bring,” she 
said. “I love the excite-
ment of being on stage 
and helping people find a 
little joy in life through 
my music and songs.”

Singer-songwriter Joyce Sims, whose biggest hit sin-
gle “Come into My Life,” reached the top 10 in both 
the US Billboard R&B Chart and the UK Singles Chart in 
1987/88, continues to tour as well as make a number 
of club appearances, due to her songs’ broad appeal 
to lovers of the R&B, dance and garage music genres. 
She recently performed for fans at the Resorts World 
Casino in Queens.  Photo by Eli Odin
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For more information call 718.224.5863 Ext. 228 or visit itsinqueens.com

October 16 - November 2DINEIN
QUEENS

restaurant. Drinks, taxes and gratuity not included.

Sponsored by:
THE QUEENS

Dine at hundreds of 

restaurants in Queens, the 

city’s most diverse and 

multicultural borough.

$28*



54    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, OCT. 20-26, 2017 TL

FILM

Drive In Movie: Hocus 
Pocus — After three 
centuries, three witch sisters 
are resurrected in Salem, 
Massachusetts on Halloween 
night, and it is up to two 
teenagers, a young girl, and 
an immortal cat to put an 
end to their reign of terror 
once and for all.
When: Friday, Oct. 20, from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: John Golden Parking 
Lot, 215th Place and 33rd 
Avenue
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Cyberchase: “Watts of 
Halloween Trouble” — A. 
A preview screening of 
the fi rst episode in the 
upcoming eleventh season 
of the Emmy Award–winning 
animated series on PBS 
KIDS that inspires children 
to approach math with 
enthusiasm, confi dence, and 
a can-do attitude.
When: Saturday, Oct. 21, and 
Sunday, Oct. 22, at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

To Kill a Mockingbird — 
Atticus Finch, a lawyer in 
the Depression-era South, 
defends a black man against 
an undeserved rape charge, 
and his children against 
prejudice.
When: Sunday, Oct. 22, at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Last of the Mohicans 
— When two daughters of 
an English commander 
are captured by Huron 
tribesmen led by the fi endish 
Magua, Hawkeye and his 
compadres fi ght to restore 
them to safety, and in the 
process become snagged in 
the larger French and Indian 
War.
When: Sunday, Oct. 22, at 2 
p.m. (1936 version), 4 p.m. 
(1992 theatrical cut), and 7 
p.m. (1992 Director’s Cut)

Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Baroque Concert: Queens 
Consort — Stop by for a 
beautiful evening of baroque 
music performed by Queens-
based baroque ensemble, 
Queens Consort!
When: Friday, Oct. 20, from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: King Manor Museum
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Cost: Free

Fall Citywide Stewardship 
Day — Join the NYC Parks 
Stewardship program and 
Eastern Queens Alliance Inc. 
for Fall Stewardship Day! 
Volunteers will help clean up 
the wetland/coastal forest 
area in the much beloved 
Idlewild Park.
When: Saturday, Oct. 21, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m
Where: Idlewild Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 392-5232

Keep Calm and Practice 
Yoga — Book your spot and 
bring your mat. Certifi ed 
yoga instructor Mike Mancini 
will lead this hour-long 
session. Using an adaptable 
approach suitable for 
beginners to experienced 
students, yoga promotes 
good health through breath 
and movement. Multiple 
sessions are encouraged. 
Limtied to eight participants, 
ages 14 and older. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 21, 
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Fall Festival — Join NYC 
Parks & New York City 
Council Member Eric Ulrich 
for a day of fun activities 
including crafts, infl atables, 
face painting, games, a 
pumpkin patch, music, a visit 
from the Nature Company, 
and more.
When: Saturday, Oct. 21, 
from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Joseph P. Addabbo 

Memorial Park
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Cost: Free

2017 DVAM Pop-Up! — 
Join Womankind (formerly 
New York Asian Women’s 
Center) for a Pop-Up 
featuring wellness activities, 
traveling photo exhibit, 
health screenings and 
IDNYC tabling/registration 
for community members 
as well as an opportunity 
to see some featured 
partners tabling with their 
information.
When: Wednesday, Oct. 25, 
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: 86-26 Broadway, 2nd 
Floor
Website: www.
iamwomankind.org/

Seniors Halloween Dance 
— Join NYC Parks and Senior 
Whole Health for an evening 
of dancing, refreshments, a 
costume contest, and music.
When: Thursday, Oct. 26, 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center
Contact: (718) 263-1163
Cost: Free

Wine and Paint Party — The 
Sisterhood of Temple Beth 
Sholom of Flushing will 
host a Wine and Paint night.
Instruction will be provided 
by Dori from Purple Petal 
Studios, a certied painting 
instructor with more than 15 
years of experience teaching 
and running parties. To RSVP 
for the event, contact Iris 
Bass.
When: Thursday, Oct. 26 at 
7 p.m.
Where: Temple Beth Sholom 
of Flushing
Cost: $35 for non-Temple 
members
Contact: (718) 224-3009 or 
tennisluv5@aol.com

Fall Food Festival — Event 
includes unlimited tastings, 

desserts and soft drinks. 
Open to the community. 
limited seating available. 
When: Sunday, Nov. 5, from 
2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. (RSVP 
before Monday, Oct. 30)
Where: St. Kevin Church, 
Flushing
Cost: $30
Contact: (718) 357-8888

MUSIC

The Fader-Gendron-Hass 
Trio — The trio plays works 
of Beethoven, Brahms and 
Dalit Warshaw. 
When: Friday, Oct. 20 at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: The Church-in-the-
Gardens

Cost: Free admission 
(donations accepted)
Contact: (646) 415-2305
Betsayda Machado y 
La Parranda El Clavo — 
Betsayda Machado is an 
icon of Afro-Venezuelan 
music and culture. 
Experience the passion, 
color, and contagious beats 
of the Afro-Venezuelan soul 
through traditional rhythms 
and dances of Betsayda 
Machada and La Parranda 
El Clavo, her village’s 
own multi-generational 
percussion band. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 21 at 
8 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16; $10 for members 

and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org 

Jazz Jam with John 
Benetiz Trio — The weekly 
jam session will be opened 
by the John Benitez Trio. 
Other musicians are 
welcome to perform.
When: Sunday, Oct. 22 at 
9:30 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $7, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.
com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Sarah Jessica Parker (l.-r.),  Bette Midler and Kathy Najimy star in the 1993 Halloween comedy “Hocus Pocus” which is being 
shown at a one-night-only drive-in theater set up at John Golden Parking Lot, 215th Place and 33rd Avenue, at 7:30 p.m.

The Jazz Jam with John Benetiz Trio is a weekly jam session — open to all — at Terraza 7 in 
Elmhurst..
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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Center for Jewish Studies at Queens College  
ANNUAL COMMEMORATION OF KRISTALLNACHT AND RECOMMITMENT TO COMBATING ANTI-SEMITISM AND HATRED

CASABLANCA, THE REFUGEE QUESTION, AND THE FATEFUL SUMMER OF 1938

For additional information on this series or other programs sponsored by the Center for Jewish Studies, please call 718.997.5730 or 718.997.4530.

FREE parking in Lot 15 on Reeves Avenue (behind the Music Building). www.qc.cuny.edu/centerforjewishstudies | 718.997.5730/4530

 Noah Isenberg is Professor of Culture 

and Media at the New School’s Eugene Lang 

College of Liberal Arts in New York City, 

where he also directs the Screen Studies 

program. His recent book We’ll Always Have 

‘Casablanca’: The Life, Legend, and Afterlife 

of Hollywood’s Most Beloved Movie, was 

published by W.W. Norton in February 2017 

(and in November 2017 by Faber & Faber in the 

UK and by Európa, in Hungarian translation, 

in Hungary). He is also the author of Edgar 

G. Ulmer: A Filmmaker at the Margins 

(California, 2014), which the New York Times 

hailed as “a page turner of a biography” and 

was selected by the Huffington Post among its 

Best Film Books of 2014. Other publications 

include Detour (British Film Institute, 2008), 

a book-length study of Ulmer’s acclaimed 

low-budget film noir; and, as editor, Weimar 

Cinema: An Essential Guide to Classic Films 

of the Era (Columbia, 2009), which was 

selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic 

Title. Most recently, his introduction to Vicki 

Baum’s best-selling 1929 novel, Grand Hotel, 

has been published by the New York Review 

of Books Classics.

 In support of his work, Prof. Isenberg has 

been awarded grants and fellowships from 

the National Endowment for the Humanities, 

the Fulbright Commission, the International 

Research Center for Cultural Studies in Vienna, 

and the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation.

 He serves as book review editor of Film 

Quarterly, is a fellow of the New York Institute 

for the Humanities, and was awarded a 2015–

2016 NEH Public Scholar research grant. 

His writing has appeared in such diverse 

publications as The Nation, The New Republic, 

The Daily Beast, Times Literary Supplement, 

Bookforum, New York Review Daily, Film 

Comment, Paris Review Daily, Los Angeles 

Review of Books, The Criterion Collection, 

Threepenny Review, Film Quarterly, New 

German Critique, Partisan Review, Raritan, 

Wall Street Journal, and The New York 

Times. Prior to his current appointment at the 

New School, he taught at Wesleyan University 

in Connecticut from 1995 to 2004, and was 

a visiting professor at both the University of 

Pennsylvania and Dartmouth College.

 The program includes a candle-lighting 

ceremony with Holocaust survivors, escorted 

by Queens College students, each of whom 

makes a commitment to combat anti-Semitism 

and hatred. In addition, there will be a 

multicultural invocation and audiovisual and 

musical interludes.

ORGANIZED BY QUEENS COLLEGE’S CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDIES,  
THE QUEENS JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL, AND OTHERS.

Presented by the Resnick Family and  
Sinai Chapels, Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY.

Presentat ion wi l l  include f i lm cl ips from Casablanca

KEYNOTE 
ADDRESS

PROF. NOAH  
ISENBERG,  
NEW SCHOOL

Sun., Nov. 12, 2017, 2–4 pm,  

GOLDSTEIN THEATRE 
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

KRISTALLNACHT COMMEMORATION

Queens Library Gala and Glitz 
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Walcott recognized former Borough President Claire Shulman (l.) as 
someone who has always cheered for him.

More than 300 people attended the dinner that is sponsored by the founda-
tion that is the library’s fundraising arm.

Queens Library President Dennis Walcott (far l.) starts to organize the must-have photo at the library’s annual 
gala at the Queens Museum with (l.-r.) Patricia E. Harris, CEO of Bloomberg Philanthropies, Borough President 
Melinda Katz and Judy Bergtraum, the library’s chairman.
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

Order Tickets for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person, table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: Linda Lindenauer

(718) 260-4521
Email: llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:

Address:

Tel:      Email:

Name of Honoree (s):

Check Enclosed  Quantity: 

Check made payable to: TimesLedger Newspapers

Master Card     VISA     AMEX

Card #      Exp.   Sec. Code

Signature     Date
Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers, 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361  

Join us for Queens Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, November 9th

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst, NY

H O N O R E E S
Diego Salazar
Svea Schneider
Liu Tee Shu
Peter Tu
Monika Wroblewski
Margaret Yang
Marlene Tseng Yu
Jorge Munoz Zapata

Sandy Arias
Carlos Humberto Cardona
Narbada Chhetri
Rev. Theodor Damian
Branka Duknic
Nadine Grigsby
Elaine Kim
Pap Koudjo

Tahl Leibovitz
Yeou-Cheng Ma
Rita Maruca
Meera Nair
Uday Patil
Annette Runcie
Elsie Saint Louis
Parker Sarabjeet

Join us at the 

Gala Dinner 
honoring 

immigrants
who 

make Queens 
great
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AMADA • BENARES • BLACKTAIL • BLUE RIBBON FEDERAL GRILL • BRUSHSTROKE • 

DEAD RABBIT • FOUR SEASONS • HARRY AND IDA’S LUNCHEONETTE • HARRY'S CAFE 

AND STEAK • JING FONG • L’ APPART • LATIN SOCIAL • PIER A • SHAKE SHACK • THE 

TUCK ROOM • WESTVILLE
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Sports

BY ROBERT COLE

Jamaica High School’s 
difficult football season 
continued, as they fell 50-
16 to Frank J. Macchiarola 
Educational Campus in 
a PSAL Bow Conference 
game at Sheepshead Bay 
High School field in Brook-
lyn.

Jamaica struggled to 
contain the Sharks’ explo-
sive offense, which scored 
early and often in the first 
half to build their lead.  
The Sharks’ combination of 
quarterback Amor McCoy 
and receiver Titus Leo com-
bined for three touchdowns 
to build a comfortable 30-0 
advantage. 

Despite finding them-
selves on the wrong side 
of a lopsided score, Jamai-
ca fought on, holding the 
Sharks’ scoreless in the 
second quarter and keep-
ing the score at 30-0 head-
ing into halftime.

The Sharks added six 
points in the third and 14 in 
the fourth to bump its total 
to 50, while Jamaica scored 
eight points in both the 
third and fourth quarters. 

Jamaica found success 
on the ground, rushing for 
over 100 yards as a team. 
Lavar Lancaster ran the 
ball six times for 70 yards 

and a touchdown. Amardeo 
Maxime and Kristoff Blac-
man rushed for 30 and 20 
yards, respectively. 

Blackmon also had a 
strong game under center 
for Jamaica, completing 13 
of 20 passes for 165 yards 
and a touchdown to Kelo 
Davis. 

With the loss,  Jamaica 
fell to 0-6 on the season. 
The Beaver’s will seek 
their first win next week, 
when they face rival John 
Adams.

OTHER SCORES

Lehman Campus 12, 

Bayside 9: Bayside lost its 
first game of the season in 
a closely contested game 
against Lehman Campus. 
The Commodores recorded 
an early field goal and took 
a 3-0 lead into halftime be-
fore surrendering 12 points 
in the third quarter. Bay-
side added six points in 
the fourth, but couldn’t 
complete the comeback, 
dropping to 5-1 on the sea-
son. Tequan Evans started 
offensively for the Com-
modores, rushing for 105 
yards and passing for 91 
yards and a touchdown. Ra-
shad Wilson added 64 yards 
on the ground and Devonte 

Jamaica quarterback Kristoff Blackman looks for an open receiver 
during the PSAL Bowl Division contest against Frank J. Macchiarola 
Complex. Photo by Robert Cole

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

As Linda Wang begins her 
second year in St. John’s Uni-
versity as one of six players on 
the women’s golf team, she can’t 
help but look forward to a new 
academic year while reminisc-
ing about what brought her 
there.

Wang has played golf since 
she was 14 years old. She credits 
her father and godfather, Jerry 
Lee, for inspiring her to become 
a golf player.

“My godfather really got me 
started on my fundamentals 
and my father introduced me to 
the game.” Wang said.

Family is noticeably impor-
tant for the 19-year-old stand-
out. One of the main reasons she 
chose St. John’s is because it is 
near her home in Bayside.

“I like being able to commute 
back to my family and visit my 
little sister,” she said.

Wang admits she got into 
golf a little later than most, but 
she was always an athlete and 
she dabbled in a little bit of ev-
erything from basketball to 
volleyball as well as ballet. But 
once she participated in her 
first tournament as a junior golf 
player, she knew golf was the 
sport for her.

“It was in Montauk and I 
came in last place, but I played 
with the girl who won the tour-
nament, which really sparked 
my passion,” Wang said. “I real-
ized that other girls who loved 
the sport are working very 
hard, too, so I took off of that 
experience and started to get re-
ally serious.”

Wang said golf has taught 
her self-discipline more so than 
some of the other team games 
she used to play.

“At first it was hard, but I 
started hanging out with older 
kids and got more mature be-
cause of it,” Wang said. “I think 
that’s one of the beauties of the 
game, you get to really focus on 
yourself.”

In addition, she believes one 
of the best aspects about the 

game is the networking.
“You can meet a lot of people 

you don’t expect to, like a com-
pany’s CEO, just by randomly 
being paired up with him,” 
Wang said. “You learn a lot from 
playing with people who are 
successful.”

When it comes to her role 
as a player at St. John’s, Wang 
has already found it reward-
ing. Aside from traveling and 
learning important skills, such 
as time management, she is also 
reminded of what it is like to 
work with a team again.

“Growing up as a junior 
player, you always played for 
yourself but in my college tran-
sition, I’ve learned that a team 
has to be on the same track,” 
Wang said. “Bonding with the 
girls has been a great experi-
ence.”

Last year, she competed in 
all nine of the university’s tour-
naments, posted a season low 
of 71 in the third round of the 
Kiawah Island Invitational and 

tallied four top-10 finishes, in-
cluding a first place finish at the 
St. John’s Women’s Invitational.

This year, Wang hopes to win 
the Big East with her team and 
continue improving her game.

“My goal is to bring down my 
scoring average, too,” she said.

To this point, Wang believes 
her biggest accomplishment 
was winning her first collegiate 
tournament in St. Andrew’s last 
year.

“It was really harsh condi-
tions and very windy, but I man-
aged to come in with the win,” 
Wang said. “I made a birdie on 
the last hole and it was very ex-
citing because had I not made 
it, I would have tied for second 
place.”

Wang hopes to share her 
experiences with others who 
may be interested in playing 
gold, though she cautions it’s 
not easy to learn. For beginners 
and juniors who want to play 
this sport, Wang advises them 

Continued on Page 61Continued on Page 61

Jamaica HS football 
drops to 0-6 with loss

Wang leads St. John’s
Sophomore standout shines on the golf course

In just her second year with the program, Linda Wang has helped 
lead the St. John's women's golf team to new heights. 

Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletics
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For a big chunk of the year, 
I was calling on the Mets to 
call up their top prospects to 
give them a taste of action in 
the big leagues. The team did 
just that — albeit a little later 
than they probably should 
have — and summoned Amed 
Rosario and Dominic Smith, 
among others, to The Show. 
And the results, as expected, 
weren’t great.

But results aren’t necessar-
ily the most important thing 
to take away from the duo’s 
time in Queens. The players 
learned what it was like to be 
in a big league clubhouse and 
both tasted their first bits of 
success in the majors, accom-
panied by their first taste of 
failure. 

Major League Baseball 
players are built to fail, for 
they cannot succeed without 
failure. Even the best of the 
pros who hit over .300 fail 
about 70 percent of the time. 
That is simply the nature of 

the game. And that’s why it 
was important for Rosario and 
Smith to spend some time in 
the majors this season.

They needed to experience 
what it is like to fail at the Ma-
jor League level. And with the 
Mets under little pressure to 
win for most of the season, the 
duo was allowed to fail without 
being ripped in the media.

The low-pressure environ-
ment gave the players the plat-
form to work through their 
mistakes and improve without 
worrying about the results.

Additionally, the Mets had a 
chance to evaluate their young 
prospects and see if they could 
make adjustments and stick as 
everyday starters. The Mets 
needed to turn their attention 
to 2018, when Smith and Rosa-
rio figure to be a part of the big 
league roster for most of, if not 
all of the season. 

While the team can’t look 
too closely at the results, the 
Mets were able to see how 

the two fit in the clubhouse, 
made adjustments, and battled 
through slumps. And that is 
where the big league experi-
ence plays such a big factor in 
their development. 

Let’s look to the Bronx for 
a minute. The Yankees sum-
moned Aaron Judge for a big 
league cameo in August 2016 
and despite homering in his 
first at-bat, he struggled for 
the remainder of the season, 
batting under .200 while strik-
ing out in more than half his 
at-bats. Fast forward to 2017 
and Judge compiled an MVP-
caliber season with more than 
50 home runs. 

I’m not telling Mets fans 
to expect Rosario or Smith to 
slug 50 dingers, but it’s per-
fectly reasonable to expect to 
see improvement from the two 
young players, each with star 
potential. 

Rosario hit .248/.271/.665 
with four home runs, 10 RBI 
and seven stolen bases in 10 at-
tempts this season. While that 
batting line doesn’t scream 
amazing, Rosario performed 
better in September, when 
he hit .279 after batting .240 
in August. He also made six 
errors in 45 games (374.2 in-
nings). The numbers aren’t 
great. But dealing with the 

growing pains in an otherwise 
lost season will help put Rosa-
rio — and the Mets — in a bet-
ter position to succeed in 2018. 

As for Smith, the lefty slug-
ger displayed some power 
potential at first-base in his 
49-game cameo. The 2013 first-
round pick hit nine home runs 
in 167 at-bats despite hitting 
under .200 (.198) for the year.

Despite the low aver-
age, he compiled 15 total 
extra-base hits and walked 
14 times, showing a disci-
plined eye at the plate. Smith 
did enough to enter the 2018 
season as the Mets’ starting 
first baseman and the expec-
tation is that more offense 
will come with consistent big 
league at-bats. 

No one is happy with the 
Mets’ 70-92 season. But there is 
a silver lining. The team’s dis-
appointing season gave their 
top prospects a chance to see 
what it takes to be a big leagu-
er. Now, Rosario and Smith 
can enter the 2018 season with 
two months of MLB experience 
to draw on and carry them to a 
brighter future. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Mixed results for Mets’ top prospects

BY TROY MAURIELLO

Although the weather in 
the New York City area doesn’t 
seem to reflect it, fall is upon us. 
And as the leaves turn, the wind 
picks up and students finally 
get back into the swing of their 
classes, the college basketball 
season is now right around the 
corner.

There’s certainly reason for 
optimism in Queens, as the St. 
John’s men’s basketball team is 
expected to employ a combina-
tion of emerging, young talent 
and new veteran faces to con-
tinue improving in Year Three 
of the Chris Mullin era.

On the women’s side, head 
coach Joe Tartamella will look 
to lead the Red Storm to yet an-
other postseason appearance, 
and build off a trip to the WNIT 
Round of 16 in March. 

Men’s squad loaded with 

depth

While there will be a number 
of new names for fans to learn 

on the men’s side, the team will 
bring back most of its top talents 
from the 2016-17 squad. In fact, 
the Red Storm are bringing 
back all three of its top leading 
scorers in guards Shamorie 
Ponds, Marcus LoVett and for-
ward Bashir Ahmed. 

Ponds, who was narrowly 
beaten out by top NBA Draft 
pick Justin Patton of Creigh-
ton for 2017 Big East Rookie of 
the Year, led St. John’s in scor-
ing with just over 17 points per 
game. The versatile Ponds also 
led the team in three-pointers 
and free throws, ranked second 
in rebounds and third in as-
sists. 

Now in his sophomore sea-
son, Ponds will be expected to 
be the face of the St. John’s pro-
gram, leading the Red Storm 
through the twists and turns 
of Big East play. Mullin was in-
credibly high on Ponds’ perfor-
mance as a freshman through-
out last season, even forgetting 
at times that his sensational 
freshman was still in his first 
season at the collegiate level. 

“He’s been pretty amaz-
ing all year long. [He’s been] 
so good that if you watch him 
you’d probably forget that he is a 
freshman,” Mullin said of Ponds 
after a February win. “We have 
total confidence in him. He’s got 
confidence in himself and more 
importantly, his teammates 
have confidence in him.”

But it would be unfair to dis-
cuss Ponds without also bring-
ing up his backcourt battery 
mate LoVett, who led the John-
nies in assists last season as a 
redshirt freshman and joined 
Ponds on the Big East All-Fresh-
man Team. 

Ponds and LoVett, coupled 
with returning impact play-
ers Ahmed, Kassoum Yakwe 
and Tariq Owens, give the Red 
Storm a solid core of veterans 
heading into 2017-18. But there 
will be plenty of newcomers as 
well, some of whom St. John’s 
fans may already recognize. 

Transfers Justin Simon and 
Marvin Clark will be able to see 
their first action on the court 
after sitting out the 2016-17 sea-

son, and both figure to have a 
prominent role in Mullin’s ro-
tation. Other new faces include 
freshmen Bryan Trimble and 
Boubacar Diakite.

There are a number of in-
triguing non-conference oppo-
nents on the St. John’s schedule 
to kick off the season. The John-
nies will take on Nebraska, Or-
egon State, Missouri and Ari-
zona State all within the first 
month of the action. 

Missing from the St. John’s 
non-conference schedule is 
in-state rival Syracuse, but an-
other familiar foe will return to 
Madison Square Garden once 
again in 2018. The Duke Blue 
Devils will make their way into 
the Garden for the first time 
since 2015 in February. 

Women’s squad looking for 

new leaders

On the women’s side, the Red 
Storm will be led by a somewhat 
new cast of characters after 
the graduations of seniors Jade 
Walker and Aaliyah Lewis af-

ter last season. Walker led the 
Johnnies in scoring last season, 
while Lewis had more assists 
(210) than the rest of her team-
mates combined (191).

Heading the replacement 
effort will be junior Akina 
Wellere, who finished second 
on the team in scoring in 2016-17 
with 11.3 points per game. She’ll 
have help from seniors Maya 
Singleton and Imani Littleton 
and sophomore Alisha Kebbe, 
who ranked second on the team 
in three-point shooting and is 
the Red Storm’s second-leading 
returning scorer. 

In Singleton and Littleton, St. 
John’s gets its top two rebound-
ers from last season back in 
their frontcourt. The duo com-
bined to average 11.5 rebounds 
per game, just over one-third of 
the Red Storm’s total output per 
game. 

Making their way Car-
nesecca Arena for the first time 
this season will be a duo of lo-
cal freshmen: forward Kayla 
Charles and guard Qadashah 

St. John’s hoops prepares for upcoming season

Zach 
Gewelb

Dominic Smith (l.) and Amed Rosario got valuable experience at the big 
league level in 2017. AP Photos

Continued on Page 61
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Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
November 9th

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza HotelDiego Salazar

Svea Schneider
Liu Tee Shu
Orlando Tabon
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Monika Wroblewski
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Marlene Tseng Yu
Jorge Munoz Zapata
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Rev. Theodor 
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Annette Runcie
Elsie Saint Louis
Parker Sarabjeet

to “stay patient.”
“Practice makes perfect, it 

sounds cliché but it’s so true, 
and always go back to the 
basics,” she said. “Don’t get 
too complicated. Just keep it 

simple and have a goal.”
Moving forward, Wang and 

her team will be playing in the 
Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y. In-
tercollegiate Oct. 23 and Oct. 
24, an event they finished first 
in last season.

“Our team won last year so 
we’re looking to defend,” Wang 
said. “Go Johnnies!”

Brown recorded a sack on 
defense.

Frederick Douglass 

Academy 27, John Adams 

8: The Spartans fell to 1-5 on 
the season with their loss to 
Frederick Douglass Acad-
emy. Neither team scored 
in the first, but Frederick 
Douglass found the end zone 
twice in the second to take a 
14-0 lead into the half. The 
score remained 14-0 until the 
fourth quarter, when both 
teams found the end zone. 
John Adams scored their 
eight points in the quarter, 
while Frederick Douglass 
added 13 to take a 27-8 lead it 
wouldn’t relinquish.

Long Island City 48, Au-

tomotive High School 22: 
The Bulldogs’ offense start-
ed strong and never looked 
back in their win over Au-
tomotive. Long Island City 
scored 20 points in the first 
and 13 in the second to take 
a commanding 33-0 lead into 
the second half. Both teams 
exchanged touchdowns in 
the third, and the Bulldogs 
added eight in the fourth, 

while Automotive tacked on 
16. Christophe Miraba had 
a strong game under center 
for Long Island City, com-
pleting 7 of 13 passes for 237 
yards and five touchdowns. 
He also added 56 yards on 
the ground. The Bulldogs’ 
receivers benefitted from 
Miraba’s excellence. Brian 
Castro, Jeffrey Bretous and 
Naseem Henderson each 
hauled in one touchdown 
catch, while Miraba found 
Gustavo Guillen for two 
scores. With the win, Long 
Island City improved to 4-1 
on the season. 

St. Anthony’s 42, Christ 

the King 14: The Royals fell 
to 0-5 on the season with 
their loss to St. Anthony’s. 
Despite the loss, Christ 
the King received another 
strong performance from 
freshman quarterback Noah 
Bodden, who completed 13 of 
33 passes for 142 yards and 
two touchdowns. Tirek Mur-
phy ran the ball well for the 
Royals, compiling 91 yards 
on eight carries and Rudy 
Silvera hauled in seven 
catches for 95 yards. Senior 
Nicholas Hunter led the de-
fense with 13 tackles. 

Continued from Page 59 

Football

Jamaica’s Kaleo Davis breaks away for long run against Frank J. 
Macchiarola Complex. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from Page 59 

Wang

Hoppie. Charles averaged a 
double-double in her senior 
season at William Cullen Bry-
ant High School in Far Rock-
away, while Hoppie hails from 
Staten Island. 

The Red Storm also get 
standout redshirt freshman 
guard Tiana England back for 

her first season on the court, 
after she missed all of the 2016-
17 season due to injury. 

The St. John’s women kick 
off their season Nov. 10 against 
St. Francis. But it’s hard not 
to look ahead at some of their 
other non-conference contests. 
The Red Storm will travel to 
Coral Gables, Fla., to face Mi-
ami in early December, and 
will host Kansas at home later 
that month.

Continued from Page 60 

Hoops
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track legislation that could im-
prove the lives of New Yorkers 
in terms of education, repro-
ductive rights, modernizing 
the court system, legalizing 
marijuana, taking big money 
out of politics and ending ger-
rymandering, according to 
www.nysba.org.

“Saying yes to a constitu-
tional convention means say-
ing yes to expanding voting 
access, protecting a woman’s 
right to choose, supporting im-
migrants and achieving other 
important progressive goals,” 
said Art Chang of the Sanctu-
ary State Project. 

Sanctuary State also wants 
to advance the Dream Act, 
which would allow undocu-
mented immigrants to qualify 
for state financial aid for col-
lege and receive pro-immi-
grant protections as well as 
allowing early voting for New 
Yorkers. 

A poll conducted by the 
Siena College Research In-
stitute from Sept. 25 to Oct. 2 
showed that Democrats across 
the state are leaning toward a 
constitutional convention as 
well as Democrats throughout 
New York City. 

Chang believes that based 
on 2016 statewide election data 

that a convention would heav-
ily favor Democratic interests; 
therefore labor rights and pro-
gressive values would be safe.

EffectiveNY, is a nonpar-
tisan government watchdog 
group and public policy think 
tank that wants innovative solu-
tions to make New York better.

Bill Samuels, EffectiveNY’s 
founder, wants a convention 
to give full civil rights protec-
tions for the LGBT community, 
funding for underperforming 
poor and rural schools and the 
legalization of marijuana. 

Forward March NY, a non-
profit women’s rights organiza-
tion created after the Women’s 
March on Washington last year, 
wants to protect a woman’s 
right to an abortion and access 
to contraception, which many 
fear will be rolled back because 
of the Trump administration 
attacks on those rights. 

The group also want to end 
gerrymandering, which has 
stalled the passage of many 
bills in Albany that could ad-
vance women’s rights, like 
the Reproductive Health Act, 
according to the organization. 
The act would allow a woman 
to get an abortion within 24 
weeks, if a fetus is no longer 
viable or if a patient’s life or 
health is at risk because of a 
pregnancy.  It would also in-
crease access to contraception. 

Gerrymandering is the de-
liberate redistricting of elec-

toral districts to favor one po-
litical party over another. 

The New York Bar Associa-
tion wants to streamline New 
York’s court system, which has 
11 different trial-level courts 
and multiple levels of appel-
late courts, making the state’s 
courts the most complex in the 
nation, according to their web-
site. The bar association wants 
the “forever wild” aspects of 
the current constitution to 
be enforced in order to pre-
serve the Adirondacks and the 
Catskills. Its support for a con-
vention could also mean the 
closing of the LLC Loophole. 

The Brennan Center for Jus-
tice said the loophole, which 
was created by the Board of 
Elections in 1996, has allowed 
special interest groups to fun-
nel tens of millions of dollars 
into political campaigns incog-
nito, bypassing disclosure re-
quirements and contribution 
limitations because they are 
treated as individuals rather 
than corporations.  

By closing the loophole 
through the convention, this 
could result in an even play-
ing field in terms of funding 
for elected incumbents and less 
connected newcomers who want 
to unseat them, the center said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

The Real Estate Board 
of New York and other 
groups opposed the bill, 
saying it would favor 
union labor over non-
union workers because 
the unions typically pay 
for their members’ safety 
training, whereas the new 
law will make non-union 
workers find and pay for 
their own courses. But the 
legislation enjoyed broad 
support from organized 
labor.

“Today’s historic bill 
signing represents the next 
chapter in the progressive 
fight for safer workplaces 
and their surrounding 
areas,” Building and Con-
struction Trades Council 
of Greater New York Presi-
dent Gary LaBarbera said. 
“This law is a significant 
step in the right direction 
for improving worker and 
public safety alike and 
standardizing rigorous 
training in New York City. 
We look forward to work-
ing closely with the city 
and the real estate commu-

nity to ensure the safest 
conditions for the public 
and all workers who build 
our great city each and ev-
ery day.”

In all, the mayor signed 
a dozen measures Monday, 
including Intro. 1292-A, 
which requires all city 
agencies to accept elec-
tronic invoices.

“We must look at all the 
ways our city can elimi-
nate waste as we work 
to become greener,” City 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “The paper we gen-
erate from vendors’ in-
voices, receipts, and other 
vouchers is wasteful and 
unnecessary. INT. 1292 
requires that all agencies 
accept these documents 
electronically which will 
waste less paper, stream-
line business interactions, 
and save trees.”

Constantinides is 
chairman of the Council’s 
Environmental Protection 
Commission.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

tions are still being figured 
in, he noted.

“At first, I was in shock 
and taken aback by the 
amount of people that were 
there as we opened the 
doors. Ruairi said to me, 
‘Stu, it’s not even 7:15 and 
look at the place!’ It was 
packed. That’s when this 
overwhelming feeling of 
humbleness set in. It’s an 
experience I’ll never forget, 
but one I don’t wanna have 
again for obvious reasons,” 
said Whalley, who returned 
to his hometown in England 
this past Sunday, where he 
will be undergoing treat-
ment while living with his 
family.

Whalley’s medical cri-
sis began when he noticed 
a lump in his neck in June. 
Then lymph nodes in his 
collar bone area gradually 
started to swell. Unfortu-
nately, more have been 
found in different parts 
of his body, including his 
chest, abdomen and kidney.  

After a needle biopsy 
in early September could 
not diagnose what type of 
lymphoma he has or which 

lymph node or area was 
causing his condition, his 
ear, nose and throat doc-
tor then conducted an open 
biopsy to collect more sam-
ples for a diagnosis.  

Medical bills have piled 
up. Due to a problem with 
his health insurance and 
the necessity for further 
tests and treatment, funds 
have far exceeded what is 
available to date.  

Luckily, more than 603 
people have contributed 
to a GoFundMe campaign, 
which has been in full swing 
for over two weeks, to help 
with current and future ex-
penses.  So far, $64,818 and 
counting, has been raised 
toward a $75,000 goal.

Touched by the com-
munity’s amazing support 
and the turnout at “Stu’s 
Ball,” Whalley said: “My 
eyes have been opened to 
a different outlook on life, 
people – humanity, really. 
With all the horrible events 
that have gone on in the 
last month in the world, 
people still came out on a 
wet, muggy Monday night 
in Astoria.

“It just shows that peo-
ple still care for each other. 
The love that was in that 
room last night will be hard 
to find again.” 

citizens deny the testimonies of 
comfort women. They contend 
that the women were paid pros-
titutes and ignore or dispute the 
500-plus documents of research 
that scholars say prove the Jap-
anese government approved of 
the sexual trafficking.  

In the year 2017 alone, 
Japanese interest groups have 
fought to have similar comfort 
women statues in San Fran-
cisco and Glendale, Calif., re-
moved from prominent public 
locations. 

Academics at the confer-
ence emphasized the global im-
portance of the issue, beyond 
Korea-Japan relations, as the 
heart of basic human rights, of-
ten championed by the United 
States. “This is not Japan’s his-
tory, it is the history of human-
ity,” Alexis Dudden, a professor 
of history at the University of 
Connecticut, said during the 
conference. “And we all have a 
right to that history.”

James Park, a New York City 
resident and Korean-American, 
said he took the day off work to 

attend the conference. 
“I was literally close to 

tears,” he said when describing 
his experience after Friday’s 
first two sessions. “As a male 
who doesn’t know this topic, to 
have it exposed right to your 
face.”

A year after the first com-
fort woman came forward in 
1991, protesters began gather-
ing weekly in front of the Japa-
nese embassy in Seoul, setting 

the world record for the longest-
running protest on any issue. 

“I think it’s time, after 25 
years, that we expand our 
scope of activities with other 
movements of human traf-
ficking, regardless of gender 
and regardless of where it’s 
happening in the world,” Bon-
nie Oh, a retired professor of 
Korean studies at George-
town University, said at the 
conference.

Continued from Page 8 
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During a two-day conference, academic speakers and sponsors at 
Queens College in Flushing disussed the redress movement for “com-
fort women” who were sexually enslaved by the Japanese military dur-
ing Word War II. 
 The Research Center for Korean Community at Queens College
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these kids have to go to college 
or they will become failures,” 
Green said. “A person with a 
two-year technical degree can 
earn much more than someone 
with six to eight years in col-
lege. These are the welders, the 
plumbers, the bricklayers and 
HVAC people.”

The other issues Green hopes 
to tackle are small business, 
homelessness and community-
police relations.

Green believes that small 

business owners in the south-
east Queens area are over-in-
spected and have fines levied 
against them for things as small 
as a fly on the wall or other peo-
ple’s garbage dumped in front of 
their stores.

Most of the entrepreneurs 
he has spoken with are in the 
small restaurant businesses in 
Council District 27. He wants 
to create a small business ad-
vocacy group to address the 
problems they face and to take 
action over the high fines lev-
ied by inspectors.

He wants to solve the home-
less problem by uniting strug-
gling homeowners who have 

space in their homes to rent 
to people who are the working 
homeless and have fallen on 
hard times but are still doing 
their best to be functioning 
members of society.

When it comes to home-
less people who are mentally 
ill, he wants to work with 
mental health specialists and 
housing advocates in finding 
a solution to helping them. 
He blames former Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg for closing 
down hospitals that served 
those with psychiatric needs 
for the epidemic of the home-
less who are mentally ill on 
the streets.

the Bayview, and her other son, 
Owen, 19, were attacked outside 
the bar in July 2016.

 “Apparently, after he was 
recently involved in a physical 
altercation and his employment 
was terminated, the bar was sub-
sequently visited, inspected by 
multiple city and state agencies, 
including SLA,” Ulrich wrote 
in the email to Weinstat. “The 
owners allege that one of the po-

lice officers from the 100th Pre-
cinct told them Council member 
Crowley called to report under-
age drinking, etc.”  

Bayview is located at 25 Van 
Brunt Rd., outside the council-
woman’s district, and Ulrich 
contended in the email that it 
is an abuse of power for elected 
officials to sic government agen-
cies on businesses over personal 
matters.

“This establishment is cur-
rently closed due to renovations 
but is now in jeopardy of their 
liquor license (being) revoked,” 
Ulrich continued. “They have 

hired an attorney to handle this 
matter before the SLA. However, 
they are fearful that Council 
member Crowley will continue 
to misuse her position as an 
elected official to harass them 
when they re-open next month.”

A spokesman for Crowley 
claimed Ulrich’s email was 
prompted by campaign con-
tributions from Bayview’s 
part-owner, Robert Pisani. 
In June and October 2016, 
Ulrich received at least one 
donation of $250 from Pisani 
and later wrote an email on 
behalf of the business.

 Some of the tenants have 
health problems, and some 
have slept on couches at 
friends’ and family members’ 
homes.

They are not even allowed 
into the building to retrieve 
their possessions because of 
an alleged asbestos abatement 
issue, according to their attor-
neys.

“Not only have they not 
even started on repairs of the 
building, they have not been 
forthcoming enough to give 
the tenants an expected move-
in date, or to tell us why they 
haven’t even started the re-
pairs,” said Claire Munday, 
who has rented an apartment 
in the building for more than 
20 years.”

She added, “There is no 
communication with them. 
Besides the loss of my personal 
property -- some irreplaceable, 
I have suffered physical, men-
tal, emotional and financial 
trauma from this whole expe-
rience. It is now October, and 

I’m seeing no work being done 
on the building. I am deeply 
disturbed, still scattered and 
unsettled and feel taken ad-
vantage of by the landlord and 
Bethel Management.”

The city Department of 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment has also brought 
the landlord to court to secure 
the repairs. Meanwhile, QLS 
continues to seek relief on 
the tenants’ behalf, including 
asking the court to hold the 
landlord in contempt, to force 
the landlord and management 
company to repair the build-
ing and restore the tenants to 
their homes.

“I need my affordable 
housing in a location that has 
become unaffordable for the 
working class,” Munday said. 
“I signed lease in good faith. 
And I expect the current own-
ers to hold up their end of the 
bargain: Do the repairs to en-
able me to move back in be-
fore the end of this very long 
year.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

ple, institutions and private 
and public entities manage 
their relationship to one an-
other.

“I watched ‘Perry Mason’ 
manage his clients’ relation-
ship with the state but also 
with helping them in their 
lives,” she said.  “So that was 
attractive to me from the very 
beginning and has remained 
so my entire life.”

Sotomayor was born in the 
Bronx in 1954 to Puerto Rican 
parents. In 1976 she graduated 
from Princeton University 
with a B.A. degree and in 1979 
she earned a J.D. from Yale 
Law School. Sotomayor began 
her career serving as an as-
sistant district attorney in the 
Manhattan DA’s office from 
1979–1984 and a federal pros-
ecutor from 1992–1998 in the 
U.S. attorney’s office in Man-
hattan.  She became a judge 
on the U.S. Court of Appeals, 
Second Circuit, from 1998 to 
2009, when she was appointd to 
the Supreme Court after being 
nominated by President Ba-
rack Obama. 

A freshman student asked 
the justice what advice she 
would give to first-year stu-
dents.

“I think the most valuable 
degree in the world is a degree 

in the bachelor of arts,” she told 
her. “A liberal arts education 
is supposed to teach you what 
you don’t know, expose you to 
things that you know nothing 
about. That’s what learning 
should be, that’s what makes 
you a more interesting person, 
a more knowledgeable person 
and more than that a better 
person. For me, if you’re go-
ing to spend the money to go to 
college, take advantage of this 
place, don’t take courses in the 
things that attract you. How do 
yo know whether you’ll be good 
or bad at something unless you 
try it? How do you know what’s 
going to ignite the fire of your 
brain unless you take a chance 
and take courses just for the 
sake of learning?”

Sotomayor drew on her 
own experience. She said 
her first year she took an in-
troductory art course so that 
when she went to museums 
she would finally understand 
the art and different styles. 
She said she also took Eco-
nomics 101 and Religion 101 
because when she opened 
up the newspaper she would 
mostly either read about war 
and economic policies. She 
said taking the courses helped 
her understand the verbiage 
and know the phrases, mak-
ing her a better and more in-
formed citizen.  It also made it 
easier for her to do something 
as simple as reading the news-
paper each day. 

Crime is down in South 
Jamaica, where the 113th Pre-
cinct recorded an overall drop 
in crime of 10 percent from last 
year as well as a decrease in 
shootings of 53 percent, accord-
ing to de Blasio. 

The mayor credited the drop 
in crime to the additional 2,000 
officers he has hired during his 
tenure,  the Neighborhood Com-
munity Officer program, and to 
local activists like Erica Ford of 
LIFE Camp Inc., an organiza-
tion dedicated to stopping vio-
lent crime among youth. 

“In the last 3 1/2 years LIFE 
Camp’s catchment area has not 
had a single murder,” said de 
Blasio. 

LIFE Camp manages its 
South Jamaica Cure Violence 
program mostly in Rochdale 
Village.

To curb the illegal dumping 
crisis in the district, which he 
learned about from Community 
Board 12 Chairwoman Adri-
enne Adams  , the mayor and the 
head of Sanitation will increase 
fines from $1,200 to $5,000 and 
penalties will be higher for re-
peat offenders. 

The mayor touted the de-

crease in car deaths and acci-
dents through his Vision Zero 
program. He has turned 12 nar-
row two-way streets in down-
town Jamaica into expansive 
one-way streets, and earlier in 
the day a speed bump was add-
ed to the Sikh Cultural Society 
building in Richmond Hill by 
the city Department of Trans-
portation.

The tennis and basketball 
courts at the Police Officer 
Edward Byrne Park in South 
Ozone Park will get a $2.6 mil-
lion makeover from the Parks 
Department, he said. Jamaica 
Playground in South Jamaica 
will receive $4.6 million in play-
ground area and basketball and 
handball court renovations. 

When asked by an 8-year-
old who attends PS 108 in South 
Ozone Park  to get garbage cans 
and new bathrooms for Baisley 
Pond Park, he made the early 
announcement that it will re-
ceive almost $10 million in up-
dates. 

“There will be $850,000 in up-
grades to the fitness equipment, 
there will be $3 million for the 
track and the renovations to the 
soccer and football field will be 
$6 million,” he said,

De Blasio wants to add 150 
units of affordable housing 
units for seniors at North East-
ern Towers, an assisted living 

facility on Guy Brewer Boule-
vard in Rochdale. 

“The people who need af-
fordable housing the most are 
our seniors,” the mayor said. 
“Just last week the City Coun-
cil approved the North Eastern 
Towers annex of 150 affordable 
apartments for seniors.”

When the issue of vermin 
at the facility was brought up 
during the Q&A, the represen-
tatives for the departments of 
Aging, Housing and Health did 
not know who was responsible 
for maintaining the cleanliness 
of the senior homes. 

“We found the problem here, 
haven’t we?” de Blasio said and 
then he singled out the Health 
Department. “We are going to 
be having more senior housing 
in the city and we need to have a 
holistic policy with clear health 
standards in it.” 

Through the Department of 
Education August Martin re-
ceived $1.7 million for a library 
and new technology. 

The PTA president of the 
school asked the mayor what 
he was doing to close the gap 
between graduation rates and 
college readiness. 

The mayor agreed there is 
a problem when the graduation 
rate is around 70 percent in the 
city but the college readiness 
rate is 30 percent. 
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

elderly

2:30 pm 

  Partial list. More seminars will be added. 
  Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

S P O N S O R S
as of Oct. 18, 2017

The Allure Group

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Valet Parking
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


