
BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio made a 
bold prediction after he toured the 
final section of the rebuilt Rock-
away boardwalk with community 

leaders at Beach 32nd Street in Far 
Rockaway May 26. The mayor de-
clared the $341 million project to 
reconstruct the 5-1/2-mile stretch 
spanning from Beach 9th Street to 
Beach 126th Street was finished on 

schedule and under budget and then 
he turned prognosticator.

“This is going to be the sum-
mer of the Rockaways,” de Blasio 
said. “The millions who come to the 
boardwalk by bus, bike and ferry 

will see the Rockaways’ resilience 
and vibrancy in action. This board-
walk is proof of our commitment to 
building back stronger and better.”

The boardwalk opened to the 
public the following morning to 
kick off Memorial Day weekend 
and more than 5 million beach go-
ers flocked to the Rockaways dur-
ing the summer, according to the 
city’s Parks Department. Jonathan 
Gaska, Community Board 14’s dis-
trict manager for 28 years, was part 
of the group that toured the board-
walk with the mayor, and he said de 
Blasio’s prediction came true.

“It was a spectacular success 
this summer. Five million people 
and we had some rainy weekends, 
too,” Gaska said. “All of the conces-
sions did wonderfully and many of 
the businesses near the beach had a 
great summer, too.”

Some of the concessionaires did 
so much business they are consider-
ing the unthinkable.

“People want to keep their con-
cessions open year round and I 
guarantee that’s never happened 
before,” state Sen. Joseph Addabo 
(D-Howard Beach said. “We used to 
have trouble finding people to run a 
good concession in years past.”
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The Rockaways may not be totally back from the devastation of Sandy in 2012, but billboards promising new 
luxury apartments near the boardwalk signal a different future for the island.  Photo by Michael Shain 

RIDING THE RECOVERY

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing High School is fac-
ing major staff changes. 

The school, located at 35-01 
Union St., and Bronx’ Dewitt 
Clinton High School are both 
part of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
renewal school program. The 
program features low-perform-
ing schools that are required to 
make gains in test scores and hit 
improvement targets or face ma-
jor overhauls. Last year Flushing 
High School was the only school 
on the list that did not meet its 
turnaround goals. 

The Department of Education 
said 128 Flushing High School 
staff members and 98 Dewitt 
Clinton High School staff mem-
bers must reapply for their po-
sitions. The interview process 
is set to begin by February 2018 
and be completed by the end of 
the 2017-18 school year. Staff 
who want to reapply for their 
positions will be interviewed by 
staffing committees made up of 
the schools’ principals, the DOE 
and UFT representatives. The 

BY BILL PARRY

Several Reform Party candidates running for 
office in next month’s general election gathered 
outside the former Pan American hotel in Elmhurst 
Tuesday to present their comprehensive plan to 
combat the city’s homeless crisis. The blueprint 

Reform Party unveils 
shelter crisis solution

BY NAEISHA ROSE

It’s been two years since 
the launch of LinkNYC 
citywide and the free Wi-
Fi connection service has 
truly been utilized by busi-
nesses in Jamaica, and 
now by local artists.

 Greg Mays, the founder  
of A Better Jamaica — a 
non-profit community 
service arts organization 
— is curating artwork by 
southeast Queens and New 
York City artists on the 
LinkNYC kiosks, which 
have been slowly replac-

ing the 7,500 pay phones 
across the five boroughs 
with public Wi-Fi charg-
ing stations.

Individuals can make 
phone calls on any of the 
1,000 kiosks, which have  
tablets to access city ser-
vices, maps and direc-

LinkNYC kiosks will feature work from 
local artists throughout the Jamaica 
area.  Photo by Rod Ivey

Flushing HS 
staff to reapply 
for their jobs 

Rockaways’ post-Sandy rebound
New boardwalk, ferry fuel economic boost five years after superstorm struck

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 12

SE Queens artists’ work on display



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
OC

T. 
29

, 2
01

7
2

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Advocates push for smoke-free apts. in Bayside
BY MARK HALLUM

 
The January victory 

of non-smokers at North 
Shore Towers has spurred 
a trend in northeast 
Queens with the creation 
of the Bayside Smokefree 
Housing Alliance. The an-
nouncement came at Tues-
day news conference held 
at the office of state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside).

Founder Phil Konigs-
berg worked to eliminate 
smoking in North Shore 
Towers and has now put to-
gether a collection of advo-
cates who primarily work 
in the medical field and 
have a presence in the Bay-
side community. Smoke-
free Housing Alliance will 
work to increase the num-
ber of apartment buildings 
that follow the example of 
North Shore Towers.

“There are about 31 
apartment buildings in the 
Bayside-Bay Terrace area 
and our objective is to tran-
sition as many as we can to 
smoke-free,” Konigsberg 
said. “I think we are going 
to be able to sell breathing 

free air. Why would some-
one not want to buy into liv-
ing with clean, safe air?”

Dr. Robert Mittman 
has an asthma and allergy 
practice on Bell Boulevard 
and said many of his pa-
tients live in apartment 
buildings where up to 70 
percent of the air in each 
building is recirculated.

“Exposure to second-

hand smoke is a trigger for 
asthma attacks and other 
health risks,” Mittman 
said. “Eliminating smoke 
in the homes of my patients 
and the community at large 
would create a Bayside and 
New York City with health-
ier residents.”

Kevin Forrestal, presi-
dent of the Queens Civic 
Congress, compared smok-

ing to hard drugs in that 
those addicted to other sub-
stances have no immedi-
ate health impact on those 
around them. Tobacco, 
however, has the potential 
to affect everyone around 
the smoker.

“Everyday, every mo-
ment someone is smoking, 
they are invading us and it 
is really incumbent upon 

us as citizens to fight this 
invasion and say, ‘No, you 
cannot poison us,’” Forr-
estal said. “It is an insidi-
ous practice, it is an addic-
tion and we shouldn’t let 
this addiction spread into 
our homes.”

Eileen Miller, the Health 
chairwoman of Commu-
nity Board 11 and a nurse 
practitioner, has long advo-
cated for the preventative 
measures for second-hand 
smoke related health is-
sues.

“As an adult nurse 
practitioner, I have been 
passionate about commu-
nity members living in a 
smoke-free environment 
since I have seen the dev-
astation to patients from 
the effects of second-hand 
smoke,” Miller said. “It is 
my belief that every life 
should be cherished. We 
hope to spread this idea of 
smoke-free housing across 
our great city.”

State Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) said he has in-
troduced bills to outlaw 
smoking in cars with chil-

dren under the age of 14 
and supported the bill ban-
ning E-cigarettes any place 
where actual cigarettes are 
not allowed.

“New Yorkers have 
known the dangers of 
second-hand smoke for 
sometime now,” Weprin 
said. “While we protect 
ourselves from stadiums, 
parks and public trans-
portation, we continually 
expose ourselves and our 
loved ones to second-hand 
smoke at home. We have 
a responsibility to protect 
our loved ones from this 
threat.”

Although North Shore 
Towers was able to ban 
smoking in buildings 
owned by the co-op by tak-
ing a shareholders’ vote, 
other organizations such 
as NYC Smoke-Free have 
been able to work with 
landlords to improve air 
quality in non-NYCHA and 
rental buildings.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY BILL PARRY
 
Tenants in an Astoria 

dormitory won a temporary 
restraining order against 
their Christian non-profit 
landlord last week as their 
nearly year-long fight 
against eviction drags on. 
Their attorneys from the 
Legal Aid Society filed the 
request for an injunction in 
Queens Supreme Court fol-
lowing a recent series of ten-
ant harassment incidents at 
a residential building run 
by the New York School of 
Urban Ministry.

In a continued effort to 
make the building unlivable 
for tenants, NYSUM man-
agement recently removed 
furniture and computers 
from a shared living room 
and disconnected the build-
ing’s WiFi internet, accord-
ing to The Legal Aid Society. 
 A dormitory resident also 

claims that she was physi-
cally assaulted by man-
agement at a recent tenant 
meeting.

“The temporary re-
straining order is basically 
a time-out,” a Legal Aid at-
torney Sateesh Nori said. 
“The reason we asked for it 
was NYSUM was engaging 
in unscrupulous behavior 
that was making many of 
the tenants move out and if 
they all leave to find a better 
place, then our case would 
collapse.”

The order requires NY-
SUM to stop harassing the 
tenants and also blocks the 
landlord from commencing 
any legal action to evict the 
tenants until another hear-
ing is held Nov. 16.

“That’s when both sides 
will make their arguments,” 
Nori said. “If we win, then 
it’s a good indication of 
where this case is going 

and it could lead to a settle-
ment.”

The saga began just be-
fore Thanksgiving last year 
when NYSUM informed the 
39 low-income residents that 
they were being evicted so 
the building at 31-65 46th 
St. could be converted to a 
homeless shelter, claiming 
the ministry could no longer 
maintain the property. The 

Legal Aid Society’s Queens 
Neighborhood Office filed 
a lawsuit in February on 
behalf of 12 tenants who re-
mained, seeking a stay of 
eviction, arguing that the 
apartments are protected by 
the rent stabilization laws, 
which requires renewable 
leases. NYSUM argues that 
it could evict the tenants 
because it does not need to 

conform to rent stabilization 
laws since it is a non profit.

NYSUM’s attorney, Ira 
Clair, could not be reached 
for comment.

Legal Aid attempted to 
discuss the settlement and 
resolution of the issues, but 
NYSU through its attorneys 
has not made any reason-
able offers, according to The 
Legal Aid Society.  Instead 
management has resorted 
to vicious tactics to bully the 
tenants into giving up their 
apartments.

“Management even tore 
up their vegetable garden. 
It’s unfortunate that man-
agement continues to bully 
and intimidate our clients 
to squeeze them out of their 
homes,” Nori said. “We ex-
pected NYSUM manage-
ment to comport themselves 
in a passionate and empa-
thetic manner -- especially 
as employees of a Chris-

tian organization. Instead, 
management is operating 
not from the ‘good book’ 
but from the book of dirty 
tricks.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) has been 
guiding the tenants since 
November.

“After doing this job long 
enough, it takes a long time to 
shock me, but watching NY-
SUM abuse its tenants for al-
most a year after we brought 
to light their inappropriate 
behavior is truly startling 
and disappointing,” Gianaris 
said. “It’s almost a year now 
and it’s past time to make it 
clear that these tenants are 
entitled to stay in their homes 
and not be harassed by NY-
SUM any longer.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Advocates celebrated the creation of the Bayside Smokefree Housing Allliance with state Sen. Tony 
Avella. Photo by Mark Hallum

Court hits Astoria’s NYSUM with restraining order

Residents at a dormitory-style building in Astoria won a 
temporary restraining order against the Christian ministry 
that is attempting to evict them. Photo by Bill Parry
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- The New York Times

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Meeks vows to fi ght Trump tax cuts for boro
BY NAEISHA ROSE

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) held a quarterly 
meeting with his constitu-
ents bright and early Mon-
day morning to discuss lo-
cal, city, state, national and 
international issues, which 
could affect them. 

On the local front Meeks 
introduced the new deputy 
inspector commanding the 
103rd Precinct, Peter For-
tune, and praised the use of 
neighborhood community 
policing to bridge the gap be-
tween officers and citizens. 

“We know the best way 
to have a good relationship 
with the Police Department 
is to have a continuous dia-
logue and not waiting until 
there is a crisis,” Meeks said. 
“We want to bring folks to-
gether.”

During the meeting he 
brought up southeast Queens 
elected officials and Demo-
cratic nominees who were 
running for City Council, 
some of whom discussed the 

Nov. 7 election and the refer-
endum for an overhaul of the 
New York State Constitution 
in a convention.

Although, considered 
shoo-ins for representing 
southeast Queens in City 
Council, Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
and Community Board 12 
Chairwoman Adrienne Ad-
ams encouraged the crowd 
to go out to vote during this 
historic election year when 
Republicans have stepped 
up to the plate to challenge 
several city candidates in 
the wake of Trump’s upset 
victory.

“Don’t take any election 
for granted,” Miller said, de-
spite winning the most votes 
during the September pri-
mary citywide. “We are the 
community that turns out 
to vote…and everything we 
strive for [Republicans] want 
to undermine.”

Adams agreed.
“I feel the electricity in 

the air this election season,” 
Adams said. “We have Re-

publican challengers and 
they are not going away.”

Historically, Republicans 
have been heavily outnum-
bered in this predominantly 
blue region of Queens, re-
sulting in many Democratic 
nominees running unop-
posed during the general 
election.  But this year Re-
publican Rupert Green is 
trying to unseat Miller and 
Adams is running against 
Ivan Mossop, another Repub-

lican.
“We have factions in the 

GOP who are so splintered, 
you don’t know whether they 
are coming or going,” Adams 
said. “This is our southeast 
Queens and we do not share 
your values.”

If Adams or her second 
opponent, Working Fami-
lies candidate Hettie Powell, 
win, one of them would be 
the first woman to represent 
the communities of Jamaica, 

Rochdale, and South Ozone 
Park. Adams also pointed 
out that only nine of the 51 
Council members in the city 
are women. 

Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Far Rock-
away), who is running 
unopposed, was not at the 
meeting because he is be-
ing considered for the City 
Council speaker position 
and holding meetings with 
various groups. 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) continued his 
Vote No campaign against a 
new state treaty. 

“Contact your friends 
and family and tell them to 
Vote No for a Constitutional 
Convention,” Comrie said. 
“It will cost us a lot of money 
and we will have to fight to 
stay in a unionized state.”

The convention is project-
ed to cost upwards of $300 
million and could have the 
potential to weaken unions, 
which protects worker’s 
rights, especially those who 
are people of color, according 

to Comrie. 
Meeks did not hold back 

in his dislike for President 
Trump and his tax reform 
plan. 

“This guy’s tenure of di-
visiveness is taking us back 
to a time that we do not want 
to go back to,” Meeks said. 

 He also explained to his 
constituents that he believes 
any tax reform from Trump 
will only support the 1 per-
cent of Americans who are 
already wealthy. 

The congressman said he 
is doing everything he can to 
protect his constituents from 
Trump. 

As a committee member 
on the Europe, Eurasia and 
Emerging Threats Subcom-
mittee, he is also trying to 
assuage the fears of leaders 
in those regions who are con-
cerned about nuclear war 
with North Korea. 

“This past week I have 
been in Europe talking to 
our European allies,” Meeks 
said. “They ask, ‘What is go-
ing on in America?” 

Congressman Greg Meeks held a town hall meeting in St. 
Albans to discuss local, national and international issues 
with his constituents.  Photo by Nat Valentine
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Pols push for bus safety bill
Proposal would set tighter regulations for private charter drivers

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Following the deadly 
Flushing bus crash last 
month, state Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) and 
state Sen Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) announced a bi-
partisan bill Tuesday that 
would set new requirements 
for private bus operators and 
their drivers. 

Kim and Stavisky were 
joined by Young Lim, wife of 
crash victim SangKi Kang, 
who recalled the terrifying 
phone call she got from her 
husband the morning of the 
collision telling her he was 
injured.

On Sept. 18 a  private 
Dahlia bus slammed into a 
Q20 bus and Kennedy Fried 
Chicken at 136-04 Northern 
Blvd early in the morning. 
The driver was going about 
58 mph in a 30 mph zone, the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board said. Three 
people died, including a pe-
destrian discovered under 
one of the buses, a passenger 
aboard the Q20 and the driv-
er of the charter bus. Over a 
dozen people were injured as 
well.

 According to Lim, Kang 
had just gotten his morning 
coffee from Kennedy Fried 
Chicken and stepped into his 
car with his co-worker. A few 
seconds later one of the bus-
es involved in the accident 
crashed into the restaurant 
and hit his car. Lim recalled 
rushing to the scene and 
seeing the injured people on 

the street while searching 
for Kang, who is currently 
in physical therapy recover-
ing. He was not able to attend 
the press conference due to 
work. 

The driver of the Dahlia 
bus, 49-year-old Raymond 
Mong, had been fired from 
the MTA in 2015 for DWI.

Kim and Stavisky high-
lighted the need for greater 
oversight and accountability 
after pointing out the ques-
tionable record of the Dha-
lia Bus Company and other 
local private bus companies 
operating in Flushing. Ac-
cording to a study prepared 
by the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference released 
earlier this month of the 
most dangerous private bus 
companies operating in New 
York state. Dahlia Group, the 
Flushing company involved 

in the fatal Queens crash, 
was the seventh worst on the 
top 10 list.

The elected officials em-
phasized the importance 
of increasing rider safety 
by strengthening licens-
ing and security protocols, 
and ensuring that potential 
passengers have greater ac-
cess to crucial information. 
Kim said their proposed bill 
would make amendments to 
Article 19A of the state Vehi-
cle and Traffic Law that set 
requirements for private bus 
operators and their drivers. 

The lawmakers said the 
amendments would include 
requiring the state Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles to is-
sue a new credential for driv-
ers to drive a bus and require 
the display of the credential 
inside of a bus while the bus 
driver is on duty.  It would also 

requiring the DMV to per-
form an annual audit of motor 
carriers at least once a year 
instead of every three years, 
to ensure that motor carriers 
are following the law.

Kim said that with prop-
er oversight the fatal Flush-
ing accident could have been 
avoided. 

“We need to empower 
riders with the information 
they need to make informed 
decisions,” he said. “With 
these newly issued creden-
tials, riders can be sure that 
their driver is properly certi-
fied, just as they would in a 
taxi. Private bus companies 
shuttle thousands of New 
Yorkers from city to city ev-
ery year. We need to make 
sure that when riders step 
onto a bus, they aren’t put-
ting their lives in peril.”

Stavisky said that with  
this legislation riders and 
pedestrians would be as-
sured that each driver had 
the proper credentials so 
that accidents like the one on 
Northern Boulevard could 
be prevented.

“Riders should be con-
fident that their bus driver 
is qualified and can safely 
operate a bus,” she said. “We 
will no longer tolerate pri-
vate bus companies hiring 
unqualified drivers and we 
must continue to hold them 
accountable.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Assembly member Ron Kim and state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 
stand with Young Lim, wife of crash victim SangKi Kang. 

Photo by Gina Martinez

Vallone supports 
Korean businesses

BY MARK HALLUM

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) unveiled 
his four-year plan with lead-
ers of the Korean community 
within his district last week 
and said it will focus on pro-
viding support to small busi-
nesses,  particularly Asian- 
American concerns.

Vallone’s work through-
out his first term included 
mediating  between the Ko-
rean community and city 
government agencies, in-
cluding the Queens district 
attorney’s office, to help 
the immigrant community 
achieve goals in the private 
sector. Vallone was joined at 
the Korean Community Ser-
vices building in Bayside at 
203-05 32nd Ave. by Minsun 
Kim, president of the Korean 
American Association of 
Greater New York; Thomas 
Kim, president of the Ko-
rean American Association 
of Queens; and Kwang Kim, 
president of KCS.

“Today’s announcement 
is just the first step in what 
is a comprehensive plan 
to continue working with 
and supporting our Korean 
American community,” Val-
lone said at the Oct. 18 event. 
“Partnering with these in-
credible organizations will 
be critical as the combined 
knowledge, experience, and 
passion expressed by all of 
the leaders present today 
will benefit not just the Ko-
rean-American community 
but all of northeast Queens.”

Vallone also introduced 

Young Jin Kim as his liaison 
between the councilman’s 
office and the Korean com-
munity who will arrange so-
lutions to issues small busi-
ness owners face.

“Over the last four years, 
KAAGNY and many other 
Korean organizations have 
attended the round-table 
discussions at Councilman 
Paul Vallone’s Office. It is at 
these discussions that prob-
lems and solutions of our or-
ganizations and our commu-
nity were discussed,” said 
Minsun Kim. “I’m happy to 
hear of the continuation of 
the round table talks with 
Councilman Vallone. The 
talks give opportunities for 
our Korean community to 
get more involved to voice 
our concerns.”

Vallone also made a com-
mitment to raise the overall 
awareness of the contribu-
tion of the Korean commu-
nity to the city economy 
through the goods and ser-
vices their businesses pro-
vide.

“I look forward to our 
partnership with Council 
member Vallone and I thank 
him for the leadership and 
initiative he has shown in 
his first term,” said Thomas 
Kim. “Working together will 
allow us to effectively address 
the issues and concerns of 
the Korean-American small 
business community.”

Vallone’s office said he 
will be announcing a four-
year plan for non-profit as-
sistance, youth networking 
and senior support.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
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We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL
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FREE
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TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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OPEN 7 DAYS
MARKET:

7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $33F

O
R

*

1 4 LBS EACH

FRESH FISH, SHRIMP, OYSTERS AND CLAMS
Prices are dictated by weather conditions in Maine & Canada & subject to change without notice.

* WITH COUPON ONLY

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

LOBSTER
DINNER SPECIAL

$20*

INCLUDES:
1 4

* WITH COUPON ONLY

+TAX

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Nine Select Bus Service 

routes will be launched 
throughout eastern Queens 
to transport tens of thou-
sands of commuters, in-
cluding 50,000 daily on the 
Woodhaven and Cross Bay 
Boulevard  line to launch 
within the next year.  

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced last Friday he 
would expand SBS by 21 
lines across the five bor-
oughs throughout the next 
decade. 

“Bus riders deserve fast-
er, more reliable service 
-- and the growing number 
of riders on SBS buses has 
found that they are getting 
to work on-time, and get-
ting home to family faster,” 
de Blasio said. “With even 
more Select Bus Service 
routes coming on-line in 
the years ahead and a com-
mitment to bring SBS-style 
treatments to other routes, 
more communities in ev-
ery borough will see their 
bus service improve. These 
improvements have been 
proven effective, by reduc-
ing travel time, increasing 
bus reliability and helping 
us meet the goals of major 
initiatives – both for a safer 
city under Vision Zero and 
a more equitable one under 
OneNYC.”  

SBS, a joint project be-
tween city DOT and New 
York City Transit, has been 
in existence since 2008 and 
has built ridership on lines 
by up to 30 percent in the 
past four years with longer 
vehicles and faster travel 
time encouraging more 
riders  to commute by bus. 
De Blasio hopes to increase 
the number of Select Bus 
riders from 12 percent of 
straphangers to 30 percent 
with a $270 million invest-
ment. 

Riders Alliance Execu-
tive Director John Raskin 
said expansion of the pro-
gram would bring relief 
to many New Yorkers who 
have suffered economic 
loss from a decline in the 
reliability of public trans-
portation.

“Buses are notoriously 
slow and unreliable, and 
the consequences are se-
vere: when we surveyed 
bus riders this summer, 
we heard from people 
who missed work, lost 
wages, and sometimes 
even lost jobs because of 
poor bus service,” Raskin 
said.  “But Select Bus Ser-
vice works: Riders know 
it from experience and 
the data shows it’s true. 
It’s time to apply lessons 
from the successful Select 
Bus Service experiment 
to the rest of the city. We 
need more SBS routes. We 
need more improvements 
on local routes that serve 
hundreds of thousands of 
riders. We should work to 
make buses modern, con-
venient and attractive to 
riders, so people who have 
given up on buses will 
come back.”

Queens routes will 
bring new and improved 
service to areas where 
public transportation op-
tions are the most sparse. 
A route from Ridgewood 
to Flushing will be estab-
lished as well as Flushing 
to Springfield Boulevard, 
along Hillside Boulevard, 
Union Turnpike, Northern 
Boulevard, and Jamaica to 
Flushing via Kissena Bou-

levar. Multiple routes will 
also carry riders through-
out southeast Queens and 
there will be service to 
JFK Airport.

“Our mass transit sys-
tem is the lifeblood of our 
city and the investments 
we make in it are critically 
important for our vital-
ity and economic growth,” 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “Se-
lect Bus Service is a cost-ef-
fective option that reduces 
travel times and increases 
connectivity for thousands 
of New Yorkers.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
said SBS is versatile and 
effective option for expand-
ing bus service.

“New Yorkers deserve a 
bus service that is fast and 
effective, and a key factor 
for achieving that goal is 
increasing the number of 
Select Bus Service routes 
throughout the city,” said. 
“By expanding this par-
ticular service, all com-
munities will benefit and 
commuters will have a 
more reliable public trans-
portation system and bet-
ter travel times.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Select Bus Service expands 
into eastern Queens

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced he would launch up to nine SBS 
routes in Queens. Photo by Michael Shain 
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For more information, please contact Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services,

                         English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Creole, Hebrew and Yiddish Speaking

Eldercare Services

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND & QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

The OHEL/Lifetime Care Foundation maintains 
a Medicaid Community Trust and is helping elderly

New Yorkers remain at home and avoid entering
a nursing home.

Ohel offers seniors free at home behavioral counseling for loneliness, isolation and 
coping with everyday aging. Case management is available

Ohel gave my mother back her smile!!!
Mrs J felt cancer made her unable to do anything.  She was in pain and 

needed physical help at home. Mrs J was always independent.  The 
social worker asked could she still smile.  The social worker asked 

her to smile at everyone she saw for one week.  The next week they 
talked about the change in how she was feeling.  Mrs. J felt she could 

do something...  She could smile again.

Ohel’s home bound program provides FREE counseling for older 
adults who might feel sad, lonely and isolated.  Some older adults 

might be struggle no with illness and physical changes.  Sessions can 
be anywhere- home, doctors offi ce etc.   Breaking problems into “bite 

Size” pieces can make it doable.

For more information call Harriet Blank at.

With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406
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The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and more than 50 vendor booths showcasing a variety of facilities, products and services such as 
assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, legal advice, insurance, elder care options, community wellness initiatives, and more. 

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2017

Sunday, October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

S P O N S O R S

The Allure Group

FREE Admission
FREE Valet Parking
FREE Gift to the fi rst 400 attendees

TODAY!

10:30 am
Medicaid & Medicare planning, 
asset protection and trusts

11:30 am
Understanding managed long term care 

12:30 pm
What to do now to protect your family’s assets 
later

1:30 pm
Memory loss in seniors and the elderly

2:30 pm 
Understanding managed long term care

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

SEMINAR SCHEDULE
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Roast Maryland Turkey 
Served with all the Trimmings 

Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

Individual Dinner $26  4-6 People $135
5-9 people $185  10-14 people $265  15-20 people $349 

Additional Sides $10 each  Half tray additional sides $35  Pies $15

This Thanksgiving 
enjoy your meal with

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this great 
American Holiday with you! 
Let our family serve your’s

Traditional Holiday Menu 
Our Regular/Children’s Menu 

will also be available 

Filling up quickly 
Dine with the 
O’Neill’s 

Call for reservation at

718.672.9696

Holiday Meals To Go
Enjoy culinary convenience and great homemade taste this 

Thanksgiving with our fresh fully prepared Thanksgiving meals. 
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community 
Staple 

Since 1933

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  

OR
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Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

•  Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships & 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus, 
including the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, art 
studio, library and the state-of-the-art laboratories

•    Connect to current students

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

tions, according to the 
organization. 

Businesses on Ja-
maica Avenue from Sut-
phin Boulevard to 168th 
Street have embraced 
the kiosks to by adver-
tising on them. 

“We have had fans 
of our salon send us 
photos of our salon be-
ing promoted on the 
LinkNYC screens. It’s 
so fun to see them en-
gage with our brand!” 
said Maria Delgado of 
Yvelisse Salon.

The kiosks started to 
include monthlong art 
exhibits by local artists 
Oct. 14, Mays said.

He was inspired to 
feature artwork by area 
artists in public spaces 
after seeing the same 
mural work by the Ja-
maica Center Parsons/
Archer station for years 
and he wanted to do 
something fresh.

At first he reached 
out to the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority to 

feature artwork in the 
light boxes within the 
station that had old po-
diatrist ads, but  Jamai-
ca Center for Arts and 
Learning, a different 
art organization in the 
area had artwork put 
up in the station. 

After a year of con-
ceiving this project, 
Mays got in touch with 
Melva Miller, the dep-
uty borough president, 
who put him in touch 
with LinkNYC. 

“I didn’t want to 
displace what JCAL 
was doing,” said Mays, 
“so I reached out to the 
LinkNYC people.”

The first artist to have 
his artwork displayed 
on the kiosks is Emmett 
Wigglesworth, 83. 

“I was excited when 
I heard they were going 
to feature artists on the 
kiosks,” Wigglesworth 
said. “I’ve been an art-
ist all my life and I en-
joy doing it.”

Wigglesworth be-
came a professional art-
ist in 1957 after finish-
ing his service with the 
Marine Corps during 

the Korean War and has 
lived in the Jamaica 
area since. 

His artwork falls in 
the fauvism style, which 
emphasizes strong col-
or over realistic repre-
sentation of people or 
objects. Some of Wig-
glesworth art on the 
kiosks features people 
playing jazz music on 
saxophones. Southeast 
Queens use to be home 
to many jazz musicians 
like John Coltrane, who 
lived in St. Albans. 

“All the news about 
southeast Queens is 
about the foreclosures 
going on, but he knew 
it’s much more than 
that,” Mays said. 

There are 10 pieces 
of Wigglesworth art fea-
tured on 18 kiosks on 
Jamaica Avenue from 
Sutphin Boulevard to 
168th Street, which will 
be there until the end of 
October. 

Reach reporter 
Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Art
Addabbo believes NYC Fer-

ry’s Rockaway route played a 
key role in the success story this 
summer. An average of 3,800 
riders took the Rockaway ferry 
on weekends, according to the 
New York City Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, which has 
ordered three 350-passenger ves-
sels that will help with the sur-
prising number of passengers, 
who sometimes had to wait over 
an hour for a boat.

“I jokingly say that if the city 
had listened to the people who 
knew better, they would have 
ordered bigger boats and sched-
uled more runs,” Addabbo said. 
“And now they’re talking about 
expansion to points east to Far 
Rockaway and north to Broad 
Channel.”

City Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) agreed there was 
a Rockaway economic rebound 
this summer, thanks to the huge 
crowds.

“The beachgoers play an 
important role in revitalizing 
the economy, supporting local 
small business and creating lo-
cal jobs,” Ulrich said. 

Crowds showed up in “untra-

ditional” places, too, according 
to Nick Master of the Rockaway 
Development and Revitalization 
Corporation. Beachgoers ven-
tured east to Far Rockaway.

“We were getting waves of all 
types of people coming off the A 
train at Beach 43, Beach 32 and 
even as far east as Beach 25, and 
as they came out of the subway 
they had no idea which direction 
the beach was so you know they 
were first-timers,” Master said. 
“I just see this as a sign of an ex-
plosion. This is what economic 
development is all about. And 
there’s construction everywhere 
and the developers are hiring 
local workers who are educated 
but under-employed.”

Masters believes a renais-
sance is well underway all along 
the Rockaway peninsula, so 
much so that he moved his fam-
ily there.

“We wanted to live through 
it,” Masters said. “Wait until 
you see what happens when they 
start the Far Rockway revital-
ization plan.”

While Ulrich shares in the 
excitement, not everyone is feel-
ing a part of the economic up-
swing.

“I think the community has 
rebounded tremendously since 
Hurricane Sandy, but there are 

still homeowners and businesses 
that still haven’t recovered from 
the storm.  There are still gates 
down on some shops on 116th 
Street that never reopened,” Ul-
rich said. “I think Sandy shined 
a light on some longstanding is-
sues like transportation and eco-
nomic development and likeabil-
ity and if something good comes 
out of something bad, at least the 
city began to pay attention to a 
lot of the issues we had. It’s great 
that tens of thousands of more 
people have discovered one of 
the city’s hottest destinations in 
the summertime, but I think we 
have an obligation to help the lo-
cal economy in the winter when 
the beach is not drawing those 
tens of thousands of people.”

Addabbo believes the city 
was forced to make investments 
on the peninsula like the board-
walk and the NYC Ferry route.

“It was long overdue and 
we’ve often felt neglected at 
times, but the city had to do 
something after the photos 
of Breezy Point burning to 
the ground were seen around 
the world,” Addabbo said. “It 
spurred economic growth out 
of all that destruction. Now 
we’ve got the best momentum 
we’ve had in decades, maybe 
ever!”

Continued from Page 1 

Economy
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At Ridgewood, we've proudly 
served the community for over 95 
years with personalized assistance, 
easy-to-use digital banking and a 
commitment to charitable giving. 

Here are just a few of the benefits Ridgewood customers enjoy:

Switch to the bank that's here for good, Ridgewood Savings Bank.  
Visit www.r idgewoodbank.com or drop by a branch today. We look forward to seeing you.

1Annual percent yield (APY). Early withdrawal penalties apply on CD accounts.  APY 
displayed is as of October 20, 2017. 2Any ATM part of the Allpoint ATM Network.  
Allpoint locations can be found on the bank's website using the Find ATM / Branch  
Search Feature. 3For more information visit www.ridgewoodbank.com/rewards.  
4Data and surcharge rates may apply.

If your bank is changing, it may be 
a good time to change banks.

Competitive rates on Passbook and Statement Savings Accounts

55,000 Surcharge-free ATMs2

Debit + Cash Back Rewards3

Highly Rated Mobile App4

1.60%
APY1

LIMITED TIME

20 MO. CD
Minimum Deposit $500
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committees will deter-
mine hiring decisions 
at each school and there 
is no minimum number 
of employees to be re-
tained, DOE said.

DOE has restaffed 
eight schools under the 
de Blasio administra-
tion, including August 
Martin High School 
in Jamaica and John 
Adams High School in 
Ozone Park. Schools 
Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña announced that 
DOE chose not to retain 
Flushing High School 
Principal Tyee Chin but 
Principal Pierre Orbe 
of DeWitt Clinton High 
School will remain as 
principal. Ignazio Ac-
cardi took over as prin-
cipal of Flushing High 
School last Friday. He 
will be the sixth princi-
pal in six years for the 
Flushing school. 

“Having a strong lead-
er and the right team of 
teachers is essential to 
a successful school, and 

this restaffing process 
is the necessary next 
step in the work to turn-
around these schools,” 
Fariña said

UFT Vice President 
Janella Hinds was re-
portedly at odds with 
Chin. He was repri-
manded by the DOE for 
ordering staff members 
to blindly praise the 
school during surveys 
and in May he reported-
ly refused to publish the 
student newspaper after 
an article painted teach-
ers in a negative light. 

“In the case of Flush-
ing High School princi-
pal, Chin came in with 

an attitude that wasn’t 
collaborative or sup-
portive, and the UFT 
had to file a discrimina-
tion case with the state 
Public Employment Re-
lations Board after the 
principal threatened to 
press charges of ‘racism 
and harassment’ against 
the chapter leader for do-
ing her job,” Hinds said. 

Chin said his clash 
was with the UFT, not 
teachers. He said the 
UFT was unhappy that 
he was holding teach-
ers accountable and to a 
high standard and that a 
lot of teachers were actu-
ally sad and disappoint-
ed he was replaced.

“I am very proud of the 
work myself and the teach-
ers did to improve the 
standard at Flushing High 
School,” he said. “I will 
truly miss working with 
the students, teachers and 
Flushing community and 
wish them the best in their 
future endeavors.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Principal
was drafted by civic leader 
Robert Holden and urban 
planner Paul Graziano, both 
of whom are running for City 
Council seats on the Reform 
Party line. 

The press conference was 
held on Queens Boulevard 
near the hotel that was con-
verted into the Boulevard 
Family Residence in 2014, 
sheltering homeless families, 
many of whom stayed there in 
excess of a year due to a short-
age of permanent affordable 
housing in New York City. At 
the same time, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced his admin-
istration is on track to build 
and protect 200,000 afford-
able homes by 2022, two years 
ahead of schedule, but that is 
not fast enough according to 
New York State Reform Party 
Chairman Curtis Sliwa.

“The current adminis-
tration seeks to place Band-
Aids on the homeless prob-
lem while simultaneously 
giving major concessions to 
developers to build luxury 
condos,” Sliwa said. “This 
has got to end and it will 

under our plan.”
A cornerstone of the plan 

offers developers “bonus” 
height of buildings  or bulk 
allowances for offering to in-
clude affordable housing in 
their projects. But this hous-
ing often is not permanently 
affordable and it is only of-
fered to those developers 
seeking to build out-of-con-
text, according to Graziano, 
a City Council Reform Party 
candidate in District 19.

“Our plan makes afford-
able housing a mandatory 
part of as-of-right zoning 
-- unlike the mayor’s disas-
trous Mandatory Inclusion-
ary Housing and Zoning For 
Quality policy  -- and also 
provides a way for families 
and individuals on the brink 
of homelessness to remain in 
their own communities.”

Holden, a City Council Re-
form Party candidate in Dis-
trict 30, who will also appear 
on the Republican, Conser-
vative, and Dump de Blasio 
party lines, wrote the second 
half of the policy paper.

“The plan addresses not 
only affordable housing, but 
prevention of homelessness 
and emergency shelter place-
ment,” he said. “It shifts the 

placement of individuals and 
families away from hotels 
and shelters and toward safe 
spaces provided by local faith-
based organizations, which 
have proven to be better able 
to handle individualized 
needs of this population.”

Holden said advisory 
committees could be formed 
by community boards 
where the “best and bright-
est minds” could counsel 
the homeless and help them 
with resumés, finding em-
ployment and finding apart-
ments. Many churches and 
not-for-profits are interested 
in providing immediate 
short-term housing as part 
of their missions.

“There are convents that 
stand empty.  We can put fam-
ilies in there and make better 
use of those spaces,” Holden 
said, contending former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
put faith-based organizations 
on the sidelines as the cri-
sis began by overlegislating 
requiring licenses and fees 
forcing volunteers to opt out.

“These churches and or-
ganizations are dying to help 
in regard to homelessness,” 
Holden said. “It’s time to let 
them back into the game.”

Continued from Page 1 

Reform

Flushing High School 
principal Tyee Chin was 
fired last week. 
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