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BY NAEISHA ROSE

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) held a quarterly meet-
ing with his constituents bright 
and early Monday morning 
to discuss local, city, state, na-
tional and international issues, 
which could affect them. 

On the local front Meeks 
introduced the new deputy in-
spector commanding the 103rd 
Precinct, Peter Fortune, and 
praised the use of neighborhood 
community policing to bridge 
the gap between officers and 
citizens. 

“We know the best way to 
have a good relationship with 
the Police Department is to have 
a continuous dialogue and not 
waiting until there is a crisis,” 
Meeks said. “We want to bring 
folks together.”

During the meeting he 
brought up southeast Queens 
elected officials and Democratic 
nominees who were running for 
City Council, some of whom dis-
cussed the Nov. 7 election and 
the referendum for an overhaul 
of the New York State Constitu-
tion in a convention.

Although, considered shoo-
ins for representing southeast 
Queens in City Council, Coun-
cilman I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) and Community Board 

BY BILL PARRY

As fencing went up around 
the 36th and 30th Avenue N/W 
subway stations in Astoria 
Monday, the MTA began the 
first day of an eight-month 
shutdown for a $150 million 
four station overhaul.  Out-
raged elected officials joined 
accessibility advocates and 
railed against the project. 

The state-controlled agency 
will make structural repairs to 
the mezzanines and platforms 
and install new turnstiles, 
digital screens, LED lights 
and staircases.  But there are 
no plans for elevators, a move 
which ignores disabled riders, 
families with strollers, travel-
ers with luggage and seniors.

“There are few examples 
of the MTA’s misplaced priori-
ties as glaring as its Enhanced 
Station Initiative,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “At a time when we face a 
crisis of subway reliability and 
accessibility, the MTA chooses 
to spend hundreds of millions 
of precious dollars on cosmetic 
improvements that will do 
nothing to improve subway 
service or access ability. Even 
worse, the MTA recently di-
verted over $1 billion from 
signal fixes and new subway 
cars to pay for this initiative. 
While it will be more pleasant 
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BY BILL PARRY

More than 150 Sunnyside 
residents attended a street co-
naming Saturday to honor Lily 
Gavin, a beloved community 
leader with strong political ties 
who died in July 2016 at the age 
of 85. 

The street outside her Dazies 
Restaurant, located at 39-41 
Queens Blvd., is now known as 
“Lillian ‘Lily’ Gavin Place” and 
elected officials from western 
Queens were effusive in their 
praise.

“Lily Gavin was a Sunny-
side icon who touched the lives 

of virtually every person in 
this neighborhood,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “For over four 
decades, she served this com-
munity selflessly, championing 
its businesses and its people. 
From the dinner tables at 

Sunnyside honors the late Lily Gavin

Continued on Page 34

Meeks vows 
to fi ght plan
for tax cuts

Astoria leaders call out MTA
Elevators out of service as part of station renovations on N/W line

Friends and family of Lily Gavin join elected officials as a street outside 
her restaurant is co-named in her honor. Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

This week marks the fifth year since Superstorm Sandy devastated the Queens shoreline. In the 
Edgemere section of the Rockaways, houses beyond repair will eventually make way for a new park 
designed to take the brunt of the next storm. See coverage on Pages 4, 5. 

Photo by Michael Shain

WAITING FOR TEARDOWN
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Center for the Women 
of New York held a conference 
last week at Queens Borough 
Hall where women’s rights in 
and out of the workplace was 
the main topic.  

The conference included a 
panel of five women who ex-
amined their experiences in 
the work force, and featured 
elected officials Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz 
and state Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows).

Moderating the panel was 
Times Ledger Editor Roz Li-
ston and present at the event 
was CWNY Founder Ann 
Jawin. 

During the conference 
Jawin and Weprin discussed 
the referendum for a Consti-
tutional Convention, which 
is on the back of the ballot for 
the Nov. 7 election. 

Many Vote No legislators 
like Weprin are opposed to 
an overhaul of the New York 
State Constitution. They be-
lieve that a new state treaty 
could result in a rollback 
of women’s rights for Roe 
vs. Wade and that unions, 
which have often ensured 
minority and women’s 
rights in the work place, 

will be weakened.  
Vote Yes components who 

want a new state charter to 
fast track education, govern-
ment reform and end cor-
ruption in politics believe a 
new convention will provide 
necessary improvements for 
New Yorkers, but these is-
sues and many others that 
citizens might not want often 
get lumped together in a Con-
stitution Convention, accord-
ing to Jawin. 

“You can deal with spe-
cific issues through the usu-
al legislative process,” said 
Jawin. “Things get mixed 
up in a Constitutional Con-
vention with things that are 
damaging for women, in par-
ticular in this atmosphere, 
where it seems we are go-
ing backwards instead of 
forward with our rights in 
Washington. 

Weprin agreed with her 
sentiments.

“Under Trump’s tenure 
I’m not sure Roe vs. Wade is 
going to survive,” Weprin 
said. “That is why it’s im-
portant that we codify Roe 
vs. Wade in the state to al-
low protection for women to 
choose.”

Lisa Boily, an economist 
at the Bureau of Labor Sta-
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BY BILL PARRY

Several Reform Party 
candidates running for of-
fice in next month’s general 
election gathered outside the 
former Pan American hotel 
in Elmhurst Tuesday to pres-
ent their comprehensive plan 
to combat the city’s home-
less crisis. The blueprint was 
drafted by civic leader Rob-
ert Holden and urban plan-
ner Paul Graziano, both of 
whom are running for City 
Council seats on the Reform 
Party line. 

The press conference was 
held on Queens Boulevard 
near the hotel that was con-
verted into the Boulevard 
Family Residence in 2014, 
sheltering homeless fami-
lies, many of whom stayed 
there in excess of a year 
due to a shortage of perma-
nent affordable housing in 
New York City. At the same 
time, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced his administra-
tion is on track to build and 
protect 200,000 affordable 
homes by 2022, two years 
ahead of schedule, but that is 
not fast enough according to 
New York State Reform Party 
Chairman Curtis Sliwa.

“The current administra-
tion seeks to place Band-Aids 
on the homeless problem 
while simultaneously giving 
major concessions to devel-
opers to build luxury con-
dos,” Sliwa said. “This has 
got to end and it will under 
our plan.”

A cornerstone of the plan 
offers developers “bonus” 
height of buildings  or bulk 
allowances for offering to in-
clude affordable housing in 
their projects. But this hous-
ing often is not permanently 
affordable and it is only of-
fered to those developers 
seeking to build out-of-con-
text, according to Graziano, 

a City Council Reform Party 
candidate in District 19.

“Our plan makes afford-
able housing a mandatory 
part of as-of-right zoning 
-- unlike the mayor’s disas-
trous Mandatory Inclusion-
ary Housing and Zoning For 
Quality policy  -- and also 
provides a way for families 
and individuals on the brink 
of homelessness to remain in 
their own communities.”

Holden, a City Council Re-
form Party candidate in Dis-
trict 30, who will also appear 
on the Republican, Conser-
vative, and Dump de Blasio 
party lines, wrote the second 
half of the policy paper.

“The plan addresses not 
only affordable housing, but 
prevention of homelessness 
and emergency shelter place-
ment,” he said. “It shifts the 
placement of individuals and 
families away from hotels 
and shelters and toward safe 
spaces provided by local faith-
based organizations, which 
have proven to be better able 
to handle individualized 
needs of this population.”

Holden said advisory com-
mittees could be formed by 
community boards where the 
“best and brightest minds” 
could counsel the homeless 
and help them with resumés, 
finding employment and 
finding apartments. Many 
churches and not-for-profits 
are interested in providing 
immediate short-term hous-
ing as part of their missions.

“There are convents that 
stand empty.  We can put fam-
ilies in there and make better 
use of those spaces,” Holden 
said, contending former May-
or Michael Bloomberg put 
faith-based organizations on 
the sidelines as the crisis be-
gan by overlegislating requir-
ing licenses and fees forcing 
volunteers to opt out.

“These churches and or-
ganizations are dying to help 
in regard to homelessness,” 
Holden said. “It’s time to let 
them back into the game.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Reform Party canidates Paul Graziano (l.-r.), Michael Faulkner and 
Robert Holden present their plan to solve New York City’s home-
less crisis outside the former Pan American hotel in Elmhurst. 

Photo by Bill Parry

New plan for homeless Women’s Center panel 
discusses state charter

The Center for the Women of New York held a panel at Queens Borough 
Hall to discuss with members issues impacting women. 

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Continued on Page 34

Reform Party unveils blueprint to solve shelter crisis
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LinkNYC kiosks showcase SE Queens artists

BY NAEISHA ROSE

It’s been two years since 
the launch of LinkNYC city-
wide and the free Wi-Fi con-
nection service has truly 
been utilized by businesses 
in Jamaica, and now by local 
artists.

 Greg Mays, the founder  
of A Better Jamaica — a non-
profit community service arts 
organization — is curating 
artwork by southeast Queens 
and New York City artists on 
the LinkNYC kiosks, which 
have been slowly replacing 
the 7,500 pay phones across 
the five boroughs with public 
Wi-Fi charging stations.

Individuals can make 
phone calls on any of the 1,000 
kiosks, which have  tablets to 
access city services, maps 
and directions, according to 
the organization. 

Businesses on Jamaica Av-
enue from Sutphin Boulevard 
to 168th Street have embraced 
the kiosks to by advertising 
on them. 

“We have had fans of our 
salon send us photos of our 
salon being promoted on the 
LinkNYC screens. It’s so fun 
to see them engage with our 
brand!” said Maria Delgado 
of Yvelisse Salon.

The kiosks started to include 
monthlong art exhibits by local 
artists Oct. 14, Mays said.

He was inspired to fea-
ture artwork by area artists 
in public spaces after seeing 
the same mural work by the 
Jamaica Center Parsons/
Archer station for years and 
he wanted to do something 
fresh.

At first he reached out 
to the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority to feature artwork 
in the light boxes within the 
station that had old podia-
trist ads, but  Jamaica Center 
for Arts and Learning, a dif-
ferent art organization in the 
area had artwork put up in 
the station. 

After a year of conceiving 
this project, Mays got in touch 
with Melva Miller, the deputy 

borough president, who put 
him in touch with LinkNYC. 

“I didn’t want to displace 
what JCAL was doing,” said 
Mays, “so I reached out to the 
LinkNYC people.”

The first artist to have his 
artwork displayed on the kiosks 
is Emmett Wigglesworth, 83. 

“I was excited when I 
heard they were going to fea-
ture artists on the kiosks,” 
Wigglesworth said. “I’ve been 
an artist all my life and I en-
joy doing it.”

Wigglesworth became a 
professional artist in 1957 af-
ter finishing his service with 

the Marine Corps during the 
Korean War and has lived in 
the Jamaica area since. 

His artwork falls in the 
fauvism style, which empha-
sizes strong color over real-
istic representation of people 
or objects. Some of Wiggles-
worth art on the kiosks fea-
tures people playing jazz 
music on saxophones. South-
east Queens use to be home 
to many jazz musicians like 
John Coltrane, who lived in 
St. Albans. 

“All the news about south-
east Queens is about the 
foreclosures going on, but he 
knew it’s much more than 
that,” Mays said. 

There are 10 pieces of 
Wigglesworth art featured on 
18 kiosks on Jamaica Avenue 
from Sutphin Boulevard to 
168th Street, which will be 
there until the end of October. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

LinkNYC kiosks will feature work from local artists throughout the 
Jamaica area.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Artwork on display in public spots throughout Jamaica for monthlong exhibit
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Mayor touts ‘steady progress’ for Build It Back initiative 

BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

Tommy McGee lives in the 
bungalow next to his home in 
Rockaway Park. Five years ago 
Hurricane Sandy flooded his 
beachfront neighborhood and 
rammed wooden boardwalk 
chunks into the metal fence in 
front of his house and the sub-
way station down the street. 

McGee pointed to the con-
dos sitting less than a block 
away from him and directly 
across the street from Rock-
away Beach, explaining that 
he was lucky: the boardwalk 
hit the condos first, sparing 
his house from initial impact. 

The new 5.5-mile, steel-
and-concrete boardwalk was 
rebuilt in May, but McGee’s 
fence remains defective and 
his home unlivable. 

For 30 years, McGee has 
lived in the neighborhood, op-
erating a vintage car rental 
business from his home for 10 
years. Now, he conducts his 
business from the bungalow. 
“It’s a shock when it happens,” 
he said, referring to the super-
storm. “But then it’s like, let’s 
get this over and fixed up.”

On Oct. 29, 2012, Super-
storm Sandy swept into the 
Rockaways, packing 80-mph 
winds and 12-foot waves that 
flooded hundreds of homes 
and businesses. The waters 
broke through the concrete 
beach barriers and destroyed 
the fabled wooden boardwalk 
along the peninsula. At least 
80 houses were destroyed in 
Breezy Point, a gated com-
munity at the western tip of 
the Rockaways, as the winds 
fanned flames from gas lines 
inside the houses.

 McGee chose not to apply 

for government-based aid af-
ter the storm, including the 
slow-moving Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
and Build it Back programs, 
because he did not want to deal 
with the bureaucracy. 

Many residents across the 
Rockaway Peninsula echoed 
similar feelings about govern-
ment-aid programs, citing un-
foreseen costs and longer wait 
times than expected. Build it 
Back has completed 189 of the 
500 houses scheduled for re-
building in the five years since 
Sandy. Although that number 
is three times higher than it 
was at this time last year, prog-
ress is slow.

Arverne resident Gavin Da-
vidson credits a church group 
for remodeling his two-story 
home. Davidson applied for 
FEMA aid, but said he “got 
nothing” when officials “came 
and checked out the damage.” 
He shrugged when asked why 
the program had refused his 
application: “I don’t have a 
clue.”

Davidson, who has lived in 
the neighborhood his whole 
life, waited out the hurricane 
on the second floor of the home 
that he and his family cur-
rently live in. The basement, 
which includes an apartment, 
and first floor were flooded. A 
nearby church organized vol-
unteers from across the nation 
who gutted the basement and 
cleaned out the mold in two 
days—a task that would have 
taken him years, Davidson 
said. 

He has seen improvements 
from post-Sandy rebuilding, 
including a concrete pier, built 
on the foundation of a house 
destroyed by Sandy. It juts out 

into Norton Basin, a smaller 
inlet within Jamaica Bay, and 
Davidson often fishes there 
recreationally.

Heidy Zambrano and her 
family moved into Rockaway 
Beach in 2010. When Sandy 
struck they evacuated for two 
weeks. Although water levels 
barely touched their second-

floor apartment, Zambrano re-
members feeling shocked when 
she returned to the neighbor-
hood.

“It was unrecognizable,” 
Zambrano said. “Brick build-
ings now missing roofs. It had 
huge, huge trees that provided 
shade — gone. There was sand 
on the floor, boardwalk in the 

street, cars overturned.”
Now, five years later, new 

and renovated stores and 
houses have replaced those 
destroyed by the hurricane. As 
an apartment renter, Zambra-
no was spared the extensive 
physical loss many homeown-
ers experienced. She sees the 

The city introduced a 10-year plan to turn the marshy area at the north end of Beach 43rd Street in Edgemere 
(above) into a park (below) with an artificially reinforced bank two years ago. It’s one of the many post-Sandy 
developments in the Rockaways. Photo by Michael Shain/Rendering courtesy of NYC Dept. of City Planning

As we approach the fifth anniversary of Hurricane Sandy, the Build it 
Back program has helped a total of 12,500 families in 8,300 homes. 

Superstorm Sandy in Queens 
Residents of Breezy Point, rest of Rockaways restore lives, homes and hope

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Hurricane Sandy devastated 

New York City five years ago 
Oct. 29, 2012 and as that anni-
versary approached Mayor Bill 
de Blasio released a report Mon-
day on the progress of his Build 
It Back initiative.

Build It Back is a city pro-
gram created to restore homes 
in the five boroughs damaged 
by the historic storm. 

“As we near the end of the 
Build It Back program, we are 
continuing to make steady prog-
ress,” de Blasio said.  “We have 
succeeded in getting more than 
10,000 families back in safe and 
resilient homes and stronger 
communities. We have more 
work to do, and this program 
will not be done until every fam-
ily is home.”

Matt Viggiano, a spokesman 
for the NYC Housing Recovery 

Operations, which works with 
Build It Back, said that of the 
8,307 single family applicants 
who signed up and remained in 
the program, nearly half — or 
3,583 to be exact — were from 
Queens.

Some of the hardest hit areas 
in Queens were Breezy Point, 
Broad Channel, and Hamilton 
Beach, according to City Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 

Continued on Page 55

Continued on Page 55
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Transit recovery 
slow after storm

BY MARK HALLUM

Five years after Super-
storm Sandy has left transit 
infrastructure still awaiting 
overhauls from water damage 
while agencies sit on federal 
funds for East River Tunnel 
repairs. But some communi-
ties have used the trials of pub-
lic transportation following 
the devastation as a spring-
board into new ways of getting 
around.

Meanwhile, in south 
Queens, advocates alongside 
City Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), work to use 
Sandy as a springboard for new 
and innovative solutions to the 
lean public transportation sys-
tem in the Rockaways and as 
far north as Woodhaven.

The popularity of the new 
city ferry service to the Rock-
aways has not only put the 
boardwalk on the map like 
never before, according to Ul-
rich, but is popular for com-
muters going to the Financial 
District and demand is there 
for expansion.

He also hopes a compro-
mise can be struck between 
those advocating for the reacti-
vation of the Rockaway Beach 
line of the LIRR, the elevated 
tracks of which still cut their 
way through south Queens up 
to Forest Hills, and proponents 
of using the right-of-way for a 
park.

Larry Penner, who spent 31 
years with the Federal Transit 
Administration, says many of 
the power outages in the four 
commuter rail line tunnels 
beneath the East River result 
from damage sustained from 
flooding during Sandy. Al-
though grants from the federal 
government have been award-
ed to the MTA, bureaucracy 
and logistical issues have stood 
in the way of the LIRR complet-
ing repairs.

“The Federal Transit Ad-
ministration provided $432 
billion in June 2016 to the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority.  These funds were 
intended to be spent quickly 
for 2012 Super Storm Sandy-
related work in the East River 
Tunnels to bring them up to a 
state of good repair.  Amtrak 
may not begin to use these 

funds for another eight years, 
until 2025,” Penner said. 

“This does no one any good. 
The funds do not sit in an in-
terest-bearing account.  Based 
upon the Master Grant Agree-
ment between the MTA and 
FTA - Uncle Sam has the op-
tion to de-obligate these funds 
and close out the grant.  There 
are 98 other senators and over 
400 congressional members 
keeping tabs on how the MTA 
spends federal dollars.  They 
have their own projects and 
programs looking for fund-
ing.”

Although the East River 
tunnels are under the purview 
of Amtrak, which owns Penn 
Station and maintains the tun-
nels, Penner said the Federal 
Transit Administration would 
only offer a grant to another 
government agency. The mon-
ey was given to the MTA with 
the understanding it would 
work out a third-party agree-
ment for repairs with Amtrak.

But, according to Penner, 
the effort needed to overhaul 
these four tunnels would re-
quire the complete shutdown 
of one or all of the tubes and 
would have a massive impact 
on LIRR service to Penn Sta-
tion, which is the nation’s larg-
est and busiest rail hub.

Work force contracts also 
cripple repair efforts with the 
MTA only being able to em-
ploy workers from a limited 
number of companies that are 
unionized.

Penn Station has already 
seen setbacks of similar mag-
nitude with what Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo called the “Summer of 
Hell.” A full 20 percent of the 
tracks within Penn Station 
were shut down for eight weeks 
for infrastructure overhauls, 
especially a vital switching 
point which had been the loca-
tion of derailments.

Penner also sees a great 
detriment to Queens commut-
ers with the planned shutdown 
of the L train for repairs to 
the Canarsie Tunnel, which 
sustained heavy damage dur-
ing the storm. The 2019 hiatus 
could cause a displacement of 
people from the L train to the 
G and No. 7, which is already 
infamously overburdened.

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio made a 
bold prediction after he toured 
the final section of the rebuilt 
Rockaway boardwalk with com-
munity leaders at Beach 32nd 
Street in Far Rockaway May 
26. The mayor declared the $341 
million project to reconstruct 
the 5-1/2-mile stretch spanning 
from Beach 9th Street to Beach 
126th Street was finished on 
schedule and under budget and 
then he turned prognosticator.

“This is going to be the 
summer of the Rockaways,” 
de Blasio said. “The millions 
who come to the boardwalk 
by bus, bike and ferry will see 
the Rockaways’ resilience and 
vibrancy in action. This board-
walk is proof of our commit-
ment to building back stronger 
and better.”

The boardwalk opened to the 
public the following morning to 
kick off Memorial Day weekend 
and more than 5 million beach 
goers flocked to the Rockaways 
during the summer, according 
to the city’s Parks Department. 
Jonathan Gaska, Community 
Board 14’s district manager for 
28 years, was part of the group 
that toured the boardwalk with 
the mayor, and he said de Bla-
sio’s prediction came true.

“It was a spectacular suc-
cess this summer. Five million 
people and we had some rainy 
weekends, too,” Gaska said. 
“All of the concessions did won-
derfully and many of the busi-
nesses near the beach had a 
great summer, too.”

Some of the concessionaires 
did so much business they are 
considering the unthinkable.

“People want to keep their 
concessions open year round 
and I guarantee that’s never 
happened before,” state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabo (D-Howard Beach 
said. “We used to have trouble 
finding people to run a good 
concession in years past.”

Addabbo believes NYC Fer-
ry’s Rockaway route played a 
key role in the success story this 
summer. An average of 3,800 
riders took the Rockaway ferry 
on weekends, according to the 
New York City Economic De-
velopment Corporation, which 
has ordered three 350-passen-
ger vessels that will help with 
the surprising number of pas-
sengers, who sometimes had to 
wait over an hour for a boat.

“I jokingly say that if the city 
had listened to the people who 

knew better, they would have 
ordered bigger boats and sched-
uled more runs,” Addabbo said. 
“And now they’re talking about 
expansion to points east to Far 
Rockaway and north to Broad 
Channel.”

City Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) agreed 
there was a Rockaway eco-
nomic rebound this summer, 
thanks to the huge crowds.

“The beachgoers play an 
important role in revitalizing 
the economy, supporting local 
small business and creating lo-
cal jobs,” Ulrich said. 

Crowds showed up in “untra-
ditional” places, too, according 
to Nick Master of the Rockaway 
Development and Revitaliza-
tion Corporation. Beachgoers 
ventured east to Far Rockaway.

“We were getting waves of 
all types of people coming off 
the A train at Beach 43, Beach 
32 and even as far east as Beach 
25, and as they came out of the 
subway they had no idea which 
direction the beach was so you 
know they were first-timers,” 
Master said. “I just see this as 

a sign of an explosion. This is 
what economic development is 
all about. And there’s construc-
tion everywhere and the devel-
opers are hiring local workers 
who are educated but under-
employed.”

Masters believes a renais-
sance is well underway all 
along the Rockaway peninsula, 
so much so that he moved his 
family there.

“We wanted to live through 
it,” Masters said. “Wait until 
you see what happens when 
they start the Far Rockway re-
vitalization plan.”

While Ulrich shares in the 
excitement, not everyone is 
feeling a part of the economic 
upswing.

“I think the community has 
rebounded tremendously since 
Hurricane Sandy, but there 
are still homeowners and busi-
nesses that still haven’t recov-
ered from the storm.  There are 
still gates down on some shops 
on 116th Street that never re-
opened,” Ulrich said. “I think 
Sandy shined a light on some 

The launch of the NYC Ferry route to Rockaway is a catalyst for an 
economic boost on the peninsula five years after Sandy, according to 
elected officials. Photo by Michael Shain

New boardwalk, ferry fuel Rockaway economic rebound

fi ve years after Sandy struck

Continued on Page 55 Continued on Page 55
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Big changes in store for Roosevelt Avenue
BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced new initiatives to help 
ease congestion in busy thor-
oughfares in all five borough 
and the new five-point plan 
will have a significant impact 
on Roosevelt Avenue when it is 
implemented in January.

Curbside loading will 
be banned on both sides of 
Roosevelt Avenue from Broad-
way in Jackson Heights to 180th 
Street in Corona during peak 
hours from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The busy business corridor 
was chosen for the six-month pi-
lot program due to “significant 
blockages by double parking and 
delivery activity,” according to 
the program’s announcement. 
Additional NYPD staff will be 
assigned to the pilot locations to 
enforce the new restrictions and 
keeps curbs clear.

“New Yorkers complain 
continuously about traffic con-
gestion, a nuisance and serious 
problem that affects our quality 
of life,” state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. “Clear-
ly, we must work to reduce 

traffic effectively, and I believe 
this five-point blueprint put 
forth by Mayor de Blasio, a plan 
that includes curbside restric-
tion along the busiest stretch 
of Roosevelt Avenue, is worth 
a try. Traveling by car along 
Roosevelt Avenue is dangerous 
at times since delivery trucks 
block lanes and intersections, 
obstructing the flow of traffic. 
Once the plan in implemented 

and the results are in, then we 
will have time to analyze its real 
effects and make conclusions.”

The expeditious pick-up and 
drop-off of passengers will still 
be allowed as will deliveries to 
off-street loading docks.

“This ambitious plan will 
help New Yorkers spend less 
time in traffic and more time 
with their families and guar-
antee the safety of drivers and 

pedestrians alike,” City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D-East Elmhurst) 
said.

In addition to the Roosevelt 
Avenue business corridor, the 
city will make an effort to ad-
dress congestion in downtown 
Flushing where Main Street is 
being reconstructed with ex-
panded sidewalks to improve 
pedestrian, vehicle, and bus cir-

culation. The city Department 
of Transportation will recali-
brate the traffic signals to allow 
a better flow of vehicle. 

DOT is developing a conges-
tion action plan for downtown 
Jamaica, which will include 
recommendations for street re-
designs to enhance safety and 
mobility, signal timing chang-
es and one-way street conver-
sions to promote traffic flow, 
and curb regulations to reduce 
congestion.

“I’m particularly glad to 
see that downtown Jamaica in 
my district is included in the 
mayor’s plan, and I look for-
ward to working with the ad-
ministration to unfreeze traffic 
in this important commercial 
district,” City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) said. “I 
also hope we can expand the 
‘Clear Highways’ initiative to 
include the Grand Central Park-
way, Van Wyck Expressway and 
Long Island Expressway in the 
areas around Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Truck deliveries will change on Roosevelt Avenue as part of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s plan to ease traffic 
congestion which includes a ban on curbside deliveries during morning and evening rush hours. 

Courtesy Cristina Furlong
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Medicare Advantage 
Plans for 2018

Annual Election Period (AEP) is October 15 - December 7, 2017 

Call us today! 1-800-860-8707 TTY: 1-800-558-1125
Monday–Sunday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from October 1–February 14
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Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS)

Fidelis Medicare 
$0 Premium (HMO)
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Part B Deductible $183 None None
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BREAKING NEWS

Court sides with tenants
in NYSUM harassment

BY BILL PARRY
 
Tenants in an Astoria dor-

mitory won a temporary re-
straining order against their 
Christian non-profit landlord 
last week as their nearly year-
long fight against eviction 
drags on. Their attorneys 
from the Legal Aid Society 
filed the request for an in-
junction in Queens Supreme 
Court following a recent se-
ries of tenant harassment 
incidents at a residential 
building run by the New York 
School of Urban Ministry.

In a continued effort to 
make the building unliv-
able for tenants, NYSUM 
management recently re-
moved furniture and com-
puters from a shared living 
room and disconnected the 
building’s WiFi internet, 
according to The Legal Aid 
Society.  A dormitory resi-
dent also claims that she 
was physically assaulted 
by management at a recent 
tenant meeting.

“The temporary restrain-
ing order is basically a time-
out,” a Legal Aid attorney Sa-
teesh Nori said. “The reason 
we asked for it was NYSUM 
was engaging in unscrupu-
lous behavior that was mak-
ing many of the tenants move 
out and if they all leave to 
find a better place, then our 
case would collapse.”

The order requires NY-
SUM to stop harassing the 
tenants and also blocks the 
landlord from commencing 
any legal action to evict the 
tenants until another hear-
ing is held Nov. 16.

“That’s when both sides 
will make their arguments,” 
Nori said. “If we win, then 
it’s a good indication of where 
this case is going and it could 

lead to a settlement.”
The saga began just before 

Thanksgiving last year when 
NYSUM informed the 39 low-
income residents that they 
were being evicted so the 
building at 31-65 46th St. could 
be converted to a homeless 
shelter, claiming the minis-
try could no longer maintain 
the property. The Legal Aid 
Society’s Queens Neighbor-
hood Office filed a lawsuit in 
February on behalf of 12 ten-
ants who remained, seeking a 
stay of eviction, arguing that 
the apartments are protected 
by the rent stabilization laws, 
which requires renewable 
leases. NYSUM argues that 
it could evict the tenants 
because it does not need to 
conform to rent stabilization 
laws since it is a non profit.

NYSUM’s attorney, Ira 
Clair, could not be reached for 
comment.

Legal Aid attempted to 
discuss the settlement and 
resolution of the issues, but 
NYSU through its attorneys 
has not made any reason-
able offers, according to The 
Legal Aid Society.  Instead 
management has resorted to 
vicious tactics to bully the 
tenants into giving up their 
apartments.

“Management even tore 
up their vegetable garden. 
It’s unfortunate that man-
agement continues to bully 
and intimidate our clients 
to squeeze them out of their 
homes,” Nori said. “We ex-
pected NYSUM management 
to comport themselves in a 
passionate and empathetic 
manner -- especially as em-
ployees of a Christian organi-
zation. Instead, management 
is operating not from the 
‘good book’ but from the book 
of dirty tricks.”

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Frank Francois, a former 
general contractor and public 
adjuster, is running against 
incumbent City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
and he wants to reorganize city 
government by giving power 
back to the people through his 
grassroots campaign. 

Francois, a Green Party 
candidate has been a full-time 
activist since 2011 and works 
with organizations like the New 
Black Panther Party, the United 
Negro Improvement Associa-
tion, the Stop Mass Incarcera-
tion Network, and Shut Down 
Rikers, just to name a few. 

If elected as a councilman, 
Francois’ three main objectives 
include ending corporate con-
trol of politics, preventing police 
brutality and overhauling drug 
laws so that marijuana can be 
legalized for both medicinal and 
recreational use.

He became involved in ac-
tivism after working on David 
Dinkins’ mayoral campaign in 
1989, and he has not looked back 
since. 

Francois boycotted Korean 
stores with activist Sonny Car-
son, after a Haitian woman was 
allegedly assaulted by a shop-
keeper and marched with Al 
Sharpton against police brutal-
ity in Crown Heights.

He believes the only way to 
improve the district’s neighbor-
hoods, which includes Cambria 
Heights, St. Albans, Laurelton, 
Hollis, Springfield Gardens 
and his hometown Queens Vil-
lage is by getting big business 
out of politics. As a Green Party 
candidate, he self-finances his 
campaign and 
relies on small 
donations from 
residents in 
the area. He is 
not receiving 
matching funds 
from the Campaign Finance 
Board, according to the organi-
zations website. 

“We need to end the corrup-
tion of corporate controlled 
politics,” Francois said. “The 
special interest groups and the 
lobbyists spend a lot of money 
to make sure that the elected of-
ficials serve their needs at the 
demise of the masses.”

Francois believes despite 
the Campaign Finance Board’s 
attempts to help newcomers 
or less established candidates 
with matching funds in elec-

tions miss the mark. He cited 
former Comptroller John Liu’s 
failed mayoral bid, which came 
under scrutiny when Chinese 
businesses allegedly listed em-
ployees as donors for Liu’s cam-
paign. This would have allowed 
Liu to receive more matching 
funds. 

“This is why I joined the 
Green Party. 
They don’t 
take dona-
tions from 
big business 
and corpora-
tions. There-

fore we are not controlled by 
them,” he said. 

Francois wants an end to 
donations from big business 
and corporations in all future 
political campaigns and fears 
if the political system does not 
change, we will no longer have a 
democracy, but a plutocracy. 

“This has become a cash 
fight,” Francois said. “There 
should be one single pool for 
everybody who is able to col-
lect the signatures to draw from 
equally. You get on the ballot, 
then you are able to get equal ac-

cess to funds.”
The grassroots candidate 

wants to tackle police brutality 
by getting the community in-
volved. 

He wants an independently 
elected civilian complaint re-
view board, which will have 
oversight over the New York 
Police Department and ques-
tion officers about wrongdoing. 
Francois believes officers sus-
pected of misconduct should be 
suspended without pay immedi-
ately pending an investigation 
by the independent committee.

Similar to the military ju-
diciary system, he wants inde-
pendent full-time judges and 
prosecutors to handle law en-
forcement cases, but they must 
have no ties to police officers. 

Francois contends the cur-
rent review board does not 
work, because the mayor and 
the Police Department staff it. 

He also wants mandatory 
drug testing for police officers 
and more community policing. 

“You can look at some of 
them and tell they are on ste-
roids,” Francois said. “They 

Frank Francois, the Green Party candidate and full-time activist is 
running for the City Council seat occupied by I. Daneek Miller. 

Residents at a dormitory-style building in Astoria won a temporary 
restraining order against the Christian ministry that is attempting to 
evict them. Photo by Bill Parry

Activist eyes Council
Green Party’s Francois runs grassroots campaign

ELECTIONELECTION
20172017

Continued on Page 34
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

POLICE 

Blotter

WOODSIDE — Police have arrested 
a 27-year-old Yonkers man who alleg-
edly groped a woman in Woodside last 
month, according to the NYPD. A 29-
year-old woman was entering the No. 
7 line subway station at 61st Street,  

just after 10 a.m. on Sept. 21, when Luis 
Maldonado is accused of approaching 
her from behind and grabbing her but-
tocks, police said.

Maldonado was charged with forc-
ible touching, according to the NYPD.

Police arrest Luis Maldonado of Yonkers and charge him with groping a woman in Woodside 
last month. NYPD

Yonkers man busted in Woodside groping: NYPD

QUEENS — In a major sting op-
eration, 11 Queens residents were ar-
rested on drug-related charges under a 
nearly year-long undercover operation 
last week, the Queens district attorney 
announced.

Police officers allegedly bought 
drugs 34 times between December 2016 
and September from some of the ac-
cused, the DA said.

“A morning wake-up call by the 
police armed with court-authorized 
search warrants on Friday the 13th re-
sulted in the arrest of 11 Queens Coun-
ty residents,” DA Richard  Brown said. 
He identified “the unlucky bunch” as 

nine men and two woman.
In addition to a large amount of 

drugs purchased by undercover agents 
and seized in the raids, Brown said 
police found a stolen firearm that be-
longed to a law enforcement officer 
from Georgia, two air guns, drug para-
phernalia and cash.  Two other men 
were also arrested, he said.

Last Friday the search warrants 
were executed at addresses in Jamai-
ca, Queens Village, Hollis and South 
Richmond Hill.

At the house of one of those ar-
rested, a Bloods street gang book was 
found, Brown said.

Undercover drug bust nets 11 Queens residents

CORONA — The NYPD has identi-
fied the victim of a gruesome and fatal 
hit-and-run in North Corona early Sun-
day morning. 

Pedro Perez, 51, a resident of 91st 
Street in Jackson Heights, was in an 
argument with a woman on Roosevelt 
Avenue near 112th Street when a man 
pushed him into the roadway, police said. 
Perez was then struck by a black sedan 
traveling westbound on Roosevelt Av-

enue, they said. Perez was dragged about 
145 feet before stopping, according to the 
Daily News. The driver got out, saw Per-
ez pinned under the car, got back in and 
reversed over his body before speeding 
off, the Daily News reported.

There have been no arrests and the 
investigation was ongoing.

Anyone with information is asked to 
call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 1-800-577-TIPS.

Jax Hgts man killed in Corona hit-and-run
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Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Bringing a new level of health care to 

Queens, the physicians of Mount Sinai 

Doctors Forest Hills are now offering 

personalized care in your neighborhood 

for you and your family, striving to develop 

ongoing relationships that last a lifetime.

Our brand new, 12,000 square-foot 

multispecialty practice combines a state-

of-the-art facility with the compassionate care 

of the Mount Sinai Health System and the 

world renowned expertise of our physicians. 

Patients receive primary and specialty care 

near home, and have access to the prominent 

experts, advanced treatments and latest 

protocols available at Mount Sinai’s seven 

hospitals and the Icahn School of Medicine 

at Mount Sinai.

Whether you or a loved one need treatment 

for a new condition, an ongoing concern, or 

need a second opinion, the physicians of 

Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills are here 

for you.  We invite you to stop by and visit.

Mount Sinai 
Doctors 
Forest Hills
99-01 Queens Blvd.
Rego Park, NY 11374

Call for an appointment: 
866-964-9206

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

No more co-op tax increases 
I recently received a f lier 

from my co-op notifying resi-
dents that we are getting an 
increase in carrying charges, 
mainly due to a 7 percent in-
crease in real estate taxes.

I read a recent article by 
Bob Friedrich in your paper 
entitled, “May Be Time to Re-
vamp Property Tax System.” 
Friedrich is president of the 
Glen Oaks Village co-op and he 
says real estate taxes have risen 

from 25 percent to 50 percent of 
most co-op budgets with no re-
gard for the actual fair market 
value of individual apartments.

The people living in these 
modest apartments actually 
pay more in real estate taxes 
than wealthy families who live 
in large house. As stated, co-
ops offer some of the last af-
fordable housing available to 
middle-class families. Appar-
ently there is little regard for 

struggling New Yorkers who 
may live on fixed incomes or 
have jobs that provide few or 
no pay increases. 

This unfair tax situation for 
co-ops is becoming a burden. 
It is unconscionable that our 
elected officials acknowledge 
the problem, yet continually 
refuse to fix it.

Linda Imhauser
Whitestone
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Queens College, the crown jewel of the CUNY 
system, opened its doors back in 1937 when a new 
house cost $4,100 and the average wage was $1,780 
a year.

The four-year public college on an 80-acre cam-
pus in Flushing recently celebrated its 80th anni-
versary with Jon Kinder, now 98, who was a mem-
ber of the first graduating class and attended the 
event. 

He began his studies in the same year that 
Amelia Earhart disappeared on her round-the-
world trip, the Hindenburg blimp exploded over 
Lakehurst, N.J., and the Duke of Windsor gave up 
his British throne to marry the woman he loved, 
American Wallis Simpson.

The ensuing years have produced many famous 
alums in the arts, sciences and public life, but 
eight decades later Queens College is still making 
history.

 The Chronicle of Higher Education has just 
ranked Queens College in 10th place among 35 
four-year public colleges for enabling students 
whose parents’ income levels were in the bottom 
20 percent to reach the top 20 percent bracket in 
earnings. The in-state tuition is $6,938 a year.

The proud Queens College President Felix Matos 
Rodriguez said the study, prepared by Stanford Uni-
versity, found that Queens College is having a greater 
impact on economic mobility than “virtually every 
other college  the country.”

The median starting salary of an undergradu-
ate alum is $46,600 with biological sciences, busi-
ness and marketing jobs leading the way.

Adding to the college’s track record, Money 
Magazine ranked it in the top 25 percent of the 
“Best Colleges for Your Money.”

 Queens College also finished in the top 5 percent 
in a global comparison of nearly 28,000 colleges for the 
quality of its education, faculty and alumni conducted 
by the Center for World University Rankings.

The kudos keep coming, but Queens College’s 
performance is anchored in some basic facts. The 
Flushing powerhouse has graduated the largest 
number of teachers, counselors and principals in 
the metropolitan area. It claims more undergradu-
ate computer science majors than any other New 
York City college. The average freshman retention 
rate is 85 percent, which is viewed as a good barom-
eter of student satisfaction.

We join Jerry Seinfeld, Paul Simon, Carole King 
and Charles Wang in saluting their alma mater for 
being among the best of the best and enriching the 
borough of Queens.
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READERS WRITE

Make sure to vote no on Proposal No. 1
On Nov. 7, voters will 

have three ballot proposals 
to consider as well as select-
ing candidates for various 
offices.  Proposal #1 deals 
with whether the state 
should convene a Constitu-
tional Convention to pro-
pose and consider various 
changes to the New York 
State Constitution.

Proponents of this mea-
sure cite the need for vari-
ous reforms, including, 
for example, changes in 
campaign finance laws, a 
proposal for term limits 
for state legislators and for 
changes in voting proce-
dures that encourage voter 
participation as just some 
of the issues that a Consti-
tutional Convention could 
address.  Many of the pro-

posals could be beneficial to 
the residents of our state.

However, opponents say 
that procedures are already 
in place for the Legislature 
to consider these and other 
changes to the Constitution 
without the need for a Con-
stitutional Convention.

They also point out that 
there are a multitude of 
measures in the Constitu-
tion that protect the citi-
zens of the state that could 
be changed at a Constitu-
tional Convention by those 
with special interests and 
regressive agendas.

If Proposal #1 passes, 
there would be an election 
in 2018 for delegates to the 
Convention, with the Con-
vention convening in 2019 
to consider all of the possi-

ble changes.  Those propos-
als would then be brought to 
the voters for their approval 
or disapproval.   There is a 
fear that there may be del-
egates elected who would be 
backed by special interests, 
many of which have huge fi-
nancial resources.

Those delegates would 
then have sway over what is 
ultimately decided to pres-
ent to the voters and those 
issues may ref lect the wish-
es of the special interests 
who backed those particu-
lar delegates.  

It has been suggested 
that there could be changes 
brought forward that would 
undermine measures that 
are already in place in the 
state Constitution that pro-
tect workers, tenants and 

others.  Changes to our edu-
cational system may also be 
under consideration by pro-
ponents of those who do not 
support public education.  
It even has been suggested 
that those state employees 
who have retired with pen-
sions could face changes in 
benefits as a result of a Con-
stitutional Convention. 

Some environmental 
groups fear that the “Forev-
er Wild” clause in our state 
Constitution that protects 
our state forests and natural 
areas could be up for change 
or repeal by special inter-
ests which wish to use pub-
lic protected lands for their 
own benefit.   This proposal 
for a Constitutional Conven-
tion is a Pandora’s Box!

The cost of a Constitu-

tional Convention also is 
problematic.  I have heard 
estimates that it would cost 
from $47 million up to $300 
million to pull off this proj-
ect.  Wouldn’t that taxpayer 
money be better spent on 
programs that benefit our 
young people, our seniors 
and those less fortunate?  
Or how about a tax break for 
everyone?

When you consider all of 
the pros and cons of holding 
a Constitutional Conven-
tion, it would seem that a 
“No” vote for Proposal #1 
wins the contest.  Remem-
ber to turn over your ballot 
to find the three proposals 
on Election Day.

Henry Euler
Bayside

Why you should oppose
Constitutional Convention

On Nov. 7, I  plan on voting 
NO  to Proposal 1 calling for a 
state Constitutional Conven-
tion for the following reasons:

I resent the fact this pro-
posal will appear on the back 
of the ballot. There is no valid 
reason why the proposal does 
not appear on the front. I be-
lieve this is intentional so that  
voters will be unaware or sim-
ply neglect to turn the ballot to 
its reverse side. This does not 
comport with good and irre-
sponsible government.

The electorate will not 
know specifically what 

changes will be sought if 
there is a convention, until 
the convention.

General statements are in-
sufficient. I want to know ex-
actly what will be sought at a 
convention. The only specific 
item floating around is to 
alter or deprive civil service  
workers  of their pensions, 
which I  do not approve of.

Lack of transparency is 
reason enough to vote NO to 
Proposal 1.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer 
than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters 
must include the writer’s name and phone number for verifica-
tion.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but 
anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  
All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation 
and may be republished in any format.

MTA board members should stand 
to test out life without seats

There is more to “It Does 
Look Bare Without Seats, 
Maybe A Mural Would Help” 
(Editorial Cartoon -- Oct. 13). 
Removal of corner seats on 
A, E, F & R line subway cars 
to accommodate more riders 
is the equivalent of putting 
lipstick on a pig.  

Homeless people gravitate 
to both the E & R lines since 
the routes run 100 percent 
underground, providing con-
sistent warmth in the winter 
and cool in the summer. Now, 
they will gravitate to the mid-
dle seats, depriving regular 
riders.  Let MTA Chairman 
Joe Lhota, board members, 
agency presidents and other 
staff lead by example.  Give 
up your seats at future MTA 
board meetings.  Try stand-
ing for one hour like riders 
do and see how you like it.  
First it was removal of cor-
ner seats on subway cars to 
accommodate more commut-
ers as a temporary solution 
to dealing with the growth in 
ridership. 

Even worse will be lock-
ing up foldable seats in the 
middle of the car during rush 
hours on the Canarsie L line 
to fit in even more riders.  
Will the motorman, conduc-

tor or car cleaners be respon-
sible for going through each 
car to lock and unlock  seats?  
Will they ask for modifica-
tions to existing union con-
tracts for obtaining addition-
al financial compensation in 
taking on new work?  This ig-
nores the needs of pregnant, 
physically challenged and 
elderly riders.

It also may be in viola-
tion of the Americans with 
Disability Act, which could 
jeopardize future receipt of 
$1.3 billion in fiscal year 2018 
Federal Transit Administra-
tion funding.

MTA needs to find $17 bil-
lion of the $20 billion needed 
to bring the subway signal 
system up to a state of good 
repair.  Purchase 1,000 new 
cars in addition to routine re-
placement subway cars to ex-
pand the existing fleet.  Sup-
port the larger car fleet with 
new and additional yard and 
shop space.  This will provide 
a real solution to increase ca-
pacity necessary to deal with 
all the new riders.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Clearing out the seats at either end of subways carts to make room for 
more standees opens up a raft of other commuter headaches.
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Like many New Yorkers, I 
got swept up last week in Yan-
kee-mania as the underdog 
Baby Bombers almost made the 
Fall Classic.

I’m actually more in the 
Mets camp, but I’m not one of 
those fans who thinks it’s a ze-
ro-sum game in New York base-
ball. I am fi rst a New Yorker 
and then a sports fan, and if any 
team from my city is winning, 
count me in to be on that band-
wagon. 

Just a quick, related digres-
sion: How can Mayor DeBlasio 
say that he can’t root for the 
Yankees because he’s at heart a 
diehard Red Sox fan? Aren’t pol-
iticians supposed to know when 
it’s wise to fake it or put their 
city ahead of their roots?

But back to the Bronx: Has 

there ever been a more ap-
pealing superstar than Aaron 
Judge, the Yankees Paul Bu-
nyan in right fi eld?

He doesn’t showboat or gloat 
after he hits a monster home 
run and he hustles after every 
ball hit in his vicinity. His over-
the-fence home run-saving grab 
in the American League Cham-
pionship Series was one of the 
best plays I’ve seen in the last 
decade. Afterwards, he was all 
professional, throwing the ball 
back to the infi eld as he quietly 
went back to his spot in the out-
fi eld.

And Didi Gregorius is so 
good at shortstop that some are 
saying “Derek who?” He’s an-
other breath of fresh (modest) 
air in an era where superstars 
like Odell Beckham, Jr. can’t 
contain themselves in their 
over-the-top victory dances.

Gary Sanchez is perhaps the 
best catcher the Yankees have 
had since the late, great Thur-
man Munson back in the 1970s. 
Although Sanchez needs vast 
improvement in blocking balls 
behind the plate, he’s a legiti-
mate slugger and clutch hitter to 
anchor the middle of the lineup 

behind the mighty Judge. And 
smooth-hitting fi rst baseman 
Greg Bird looks like another 
Don Mattingly-esque hitter — 
he just needs to get savvier (and 
faster) on the base paths so he 
doesn’t keep getting thrown out 
at home plate.

This team of many 25-and-
under superstars is a very 
different team than Yankee 
championship teams of the 
past. There aren’t too many 
high-priced superstars, so you 
don’t feel like the Steinbrenners 
bought a winning team like you 
did in the late 1970s, 1980s, and 
early ’90s. General Manager 
Brian Cashman, who deserves 
to be resigned right away, has 
expertly assembled a power-
house young lineup and pitch-
ing staff, with perhaps the best 
bullpen ever assembled.

When the Yankees were on 
the brink of qualifying to play 
in the World Series against the 
one-time hated rival, the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, I was trans-
ported back to my youth in 
1977, 30 years ago, I trekked up 
to Yankee Stadium as a high-
school sophomore very early 
one morning to buy bleacher 

seats to the World Series game. 
I recall watching a crafty right-
handed pitcher the Yankees had 
signed as a free agent, Jim “Cat-
fi sh” Hunter (they don’t make 
names like that anymore). I re-
call that in the midst of a crum-
bling city, the Yankees were 
this exciting beacon of drama 
with colorful players like “Mr. 
October” Reggie Jackson and a 
brawling manager named Billy 
Martin, whose combative style 
seems like such a throwback 
in this modern era of zero toler-
ance for bad behavior in sports.

I didn’t realize then that 
Catfi sh Hunter, signed for more 
than a million dollars (which 
seemed astronomical then), 
would foreshadow an era where 
declining team loyalty and ram-
pant free agency would scram-
ble teams every year and lead 
to an era where checkbooks in 
the boardroom sometimes got 
more ink than strikeouts on 
the fi eld. Yankee owner George 
Steinbrenner, a blustering larg-
er-than-life character who was 
immortalized on the popular 
sitcom “Seinfeld,” represented 
the robber barons of baseball 
ownership in the late 20th cen-

tury. Each year, he put on the 
fi eld the best team money can 
buy and was pretty successful. 
But small market teams with 
a fraction of the Yankees pay-
roll like the Oakland Athletics 
and the Cincinnati Reds often 
knocked the hated Yankees 
off their pedestal to prove that 
money can’t buy grit and hustle 
and teamwork.

But this year’s Yankee team, 
which admittedly had some 
high-priced players in the twi-
light of their careers like C.C. 
Sabathia and Jacoby Ellsbury, 
won the hearts of New Yorkers 
because they weren’t supposed 
to get far this season and be-
cause they were led by the gen-
tle giant in right fi eld, whose 
demeanor on and off the fi eld 
was so authentic and so endear-
ing that one hopes the trappings 
of money and fame doesn’t ruin 
him in the future. I doubt it 
will. 

In the meantime, I’ll be one 
of those fans counting the days 
to pitchers and catchers in 
Spring Training in March.

And the chance to hear the 
fans once again bellow: “All 
Rise [for the Judge].”

These are no longer your father’s Yankees
COLUMNS

The Queens Civic Congress 
is an organization of about 100 
civic associations in Queens 
County which is involved in 
issues that maintain the qual-
ity of life in Queens. The QCC 
holds monthly meetings at 
various venues throughout 
Queens.  The president is Kev-
in Forrestal, from the Hillcrest 
Estates Civic Association, who 
can often be seen with other 
civic leaders and legislators at 
rallies and demonstrations.

One current issue of con-
cern, which has been bothering 
civic associations for decades, 
is the lack of enforcement of 
the Zoning Resolution by the 

city Department of Buildings. 
It doestry but not enough is 
done. One way the agency is 
trying to stop illegal rooms 
and apartments in basements 
and other places in houses is 
the distribution of fliers at 
subway stations.  They warn 
people that they are in danger 
and living in an illegal room 
if there is no basement exit, 
there is no access to the rest of 
the house, there is a padlock on 
their door, and there are sever-
al rooms like theirs.  Fires in 
apartments with illegal rooms 
have claimed lives including 
our firemen.  Currently it is 
hard to gain entrance to apart-
ments or houses with illegal 
construction.

QCC Vice President Tyler 
Cassell has been working very 
hard to create a report and 
a DVD, which addresses the 
problem of enforcement of the 
Zoning Resolution by the DOB. 
He has looked at communi-

ties on Long Island, which are 
handling the problem of illegal 
conversions. Their laws put 
the onus on the owner to prove 
that they do not have an illegal 
room. It uses the idea of Re-
buttal Presumption, which in 
common law makes the owner 
prove he or she has not done 
something wrong. 

This issue is important be-
cause absentee landlords often 
don’t take care of their houses, 
creating problems by putting 
in dirt instead of lawns, hav-
ing cars parked on lawns, 
leaving garbage and recycling 
cans all over the property, and 
not removing dog droppings 
or trash.  The QCC is working 
with legislators to pass strong 
legislation to address the is-
sues. 

Congestive pricing is a long-
term concern.  The proposal is 
to put tolls on the East River 
bridges from Queens to Man-
hattan as a way to make money 

for the city and cut down traf-
fic in lower Manhattan.

Queens residents have poor 
transportation in many parts 
of the borough with public 
transit taking hours rather 
than a fairly short car ride to 
Manhattan. Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo is now proposing this idea. 
A rally was held with state As-
semblyman David Weprin and 
Councilman Barry Groden-
chik against this idea. People 
are worried that if this is done, 
the city will keep raising the 
tolls. It is believed that there is 
more that could be done to re-
solve the TA and NYC Transit 
problems before considering 
tolls.

The issue of Willets Point is 
another longstanding problem. 
Some developers want to build 
a mall on land that the city 
gave to the Mets for a parking 
lot so they can make money.  
The civics and preservation 
groups and state Sen. Tony 

Avella sued, saying that this 
is parkland and only the state 
can give it away. The New York 
state’s highest court backed 
them. There is also the issue of 
the auto businesses, which are 
in the Iron Triangle and want 
their streets paved and sewers 
built. Considering that many 
malls are doing poorly or clos-
ing, why should another mall 
be built? Community Board 7 
is active in this issue. 

Facts brought out at the 
recent QCC meeting are that 
there are $2 billion in uncol-
lected fines that property own-
ers and people owe the city  ity 
and  Queens has 44 percent of 
the one-family houses in NYC.

Homeless shelters and hous-
ing for the homeless are an-
other issue of concern to many 
civics. While most homeless 
are good people down on their 
luck, some with mental illness 
or addiction can be a problem 
to a community.  

Civil leaders mull borough’s homeless problem

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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718-831-6950  |  GottaGetHART.com

A house isn't really a home until you add heart ... and Hart! 
Come home to reliable heating and cooling services and 
EcoBlend Bioheat® fuel delivery from Hart Home Comfort.

Come home to Hart Home Comfort.

• EcoBlend Bioheat® fuel
• Heating and cooling equipment
• Comprehensive service plans
• 24-7 emergency service
•  Price protection and budget plans

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history

Humorist and newspaper 
columnist Art Buchwald is 
best remembered for his long-
running satire column in the 
Washington Post. The New 
York native overcame a child-
hood of Depression-era pover-
ty and neglect with a sense of 
humor that was his hallmark 
throughout his career. Buch-
wald received two Pulitzer 
Prizes for Outstanding Com-
mentary in 1982 and 1986. He 
wrote a touching final column 
titled “Goodbye, My Friends” 

which appeared in the Wash-
ington Post following his pass-
ing in January, 2007.

Born in New York City on 
Oct. 20, 1925 to an Austrian-
Hungarian Jewish immigrant 
family as the youngest of four 
siblings, Art Buchwald knew 
hardship from an early age. 
After the family business 
failed during the Great De-
pression and his mother was 
sent to a mental hospital, the 
future humorist’s early years 
were spend shuttling between 
asylums and foster homes, in-
cluding a boarding house in 
Queens. He eventually reunit-
ed with his family and lived 
in Hollis. He dropped out of 
Forest Hills High School and 

ran away from home, eventu-
ally enlisting in the Marines. 
Buchwald coped with these 
early struggles through mak-
ing people laugh. 

Later in life, he recalled: 
“While I was living it, I don’t 
think I said, ‘This is rotten.’ 
I did discover early in life 
I could make people laugh. 
That’s what’s changed my 
life, because as long as I could 
make ‘em laugh, I could get a 
lot of love.”

Following his service in 
the Marines in World War II, 
Buchwald returned home and 
enrolled at the University of 
Southern California, where he 
wrote for student publications 
but never graduated. In 1949, 
he again left home and bought 
a one-way ticket to Paris. 

There he found work as a 
correspondent for Variety mag-
azine, and soon after he began 
writing a column for The New 
York Herald Tribune. One of 
his pieces, a column attempt-
ing to explain Thanksgiving 

to the French using garbled, 
nonsensical translations, was 
Buchwald’s favorite and ran 
on every Thanksgiving for the 
rest of his lifetime. While in the 
French capital, the New York 
native also interviewed Elvis 
Presley while the heartthrob 
was on leave from Army duty 
in Germany.  He wrote about 
Elvis’ impromptu piano and 
singing performances at his 
hotel in his bestselling book, 
“I’ll Always Have Paris.”

After at long last return-
ing stateside to Washington, 
D.C. in 1962 with his wife Ann, 
Buchwald had his column, 
brimming with political satire 
and commentary, eventually 
syndicated in over 550 news-
papers. He went on to publish 
more than 30 books in his 
prolific career, with “Oh, to 
Be a Swinger,” “Getting High 
in Government Circles” and 
“The Buchwald Stops Here,” 
among the more comical, eye-
catching titles.

Buchwald’s final book, 

“Too Soon to Say Goodbye,” 
chronicled the last year of his 
life, when he entered a hospice 
after debilitating kidney fail-
ure, only to later leave and live 
for another 11 months. 

Throughout his life, Art 
Buchwald battled depression, 
which he fought with humor 
whenever he encountered it. 
Following his death, neighbor 
and CBS newsman Mike Wal-
lace recalled his friend trying 
to joke others into a good mood. 
“No matter where I was in the 
United States or abroad,” Wal-
lace said, “He would find me and 
try to talk me out of the slough 
of despond that I was in.”

Notable Art Buchwald 
quote: “The best things in life 
aren’t things.”  

Compiled by Dan McDonald 
for the Greater Astoria 
Historical Society. For 

further information, contact 
the Society at 718-278-0700 

or visit our website at www.
astorialic.org. 

Young Art Buchwald lived in Queens boarding house
COLUMNS
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Pols say ‘Vote No’ on state charter changes
 BY NAEISHA ROSE

Democratic and Republican 
legislative lawmakers want 
their constituents to Vote No on 
a referendum on the back of the 
Nov. 7 general election ballot 
to change the New York State 
Constitution. 

Changes to the state’s char-
ter could lead to tweaks or a 
dramatic overhaul if a conven-
tion is held.

Every 20 years in New York 
there is a vote to decide wheth-
er to let the state’s Constitution 
remain or to alter it, according 
to New Yorkers Against Cor-
ruption, a bipartisan coalition 
of opposing groups, like anti-
choice advocates and pro-abor-
tion advocates   who do not want 
to spend $300 million on a new 
treaty.   They believe that the 
money could be spent on local 
issues that different commu-
nities face now instead of two 
years from now, which is when 
the convention would be held.

Most Democratic and GOP 
members in the Senate and 
Assembly  and special inter-
est groups fear opening the 
state charter would have dire 
consequences, like the loss of 

pensions, safety nets for the 
poor and current rights under 
the Constitution, according to 
NYAC.

Government reform groups 
like The Sanctuary State Project  
want people to Vote Yes, in order 
to fast-track legislation that could 
improve New York’s education 
system, reproductive rights and 
modernize the judiciary system, 
according to Art Chang, a mem-
ber of the organization. 

Liberals against a new 
charter fear New York will be-
come an anti-union Right-to-
Work state, like Michigan and 
Wisconsin, which allowed a 
convention and ended up with 
weakened unions, according to 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans). 

Electeds fear pensions won’t 
be protected without a strong 
union presence. 

Protections in the current 
state charter guarantee rights 
and help for the needy, accord-
ing to attorney Susan Welber of 
the Legal Aid Society. If a con-
vention is held, she fears those 
safety nets will be removed for 
the impoverished. 

“There is a right for people 
who are needy,” Welber said. 

“That is not a quote, but that 
is basically what it boils down 
to.”

This safety net protects peo-
ple who may have lost a job, or 
who have disabilities, Welber 
said. 

Even  the $300 million re-
quired to hold a convention is 
spread out over the course of 

20 years, Comrie believes the 
money could be spent on issues 
plaguing areas in southeast 
Queens and the state of New 
York right now. 

He would rather allocate the 
money toward improving edu-
cation, upgrading schools, and 
creating more job opportuni-
ties throughout his district and 

New York.
Planned Parenthood does 

not want the convention to be 
hijacked by anti-choice groups 
that try to restrict abortion 
rights since there is a GOP Sen-
ate majority in Albany which 
can  determine the delegates to 
write policies to eliminate or 
roll back Roe vs. Wade.

Ironically, anti-abortion 
groups are among NY Against 
Corruption’s supporters, be-
cause they don’t want pro-
choice organizations to in-
crease abortion rights, in what 
is a predominantly a blue state. 

Senate Leader John Flana-
gan (R-Smithtown) dreads 
the idea of a predominantly 
Democratic New York becom-
ing even more progressive. He 
also wants to use the money for 
pressing issues.

“I think that if you went to 
the average person and said do 
you want to put that into roads, 
highways and bridges or educa-
tion or health, I think people 
would do that,” said Flanagan.

Leaders of both parties, and 
unions believe the type of laws 
reform groups want already 
have a pathway to passage in 
the legislative process. 

Police weigh the cons of the Constitutional Convention before the Nov. 7 
general election.  Photo by Michael Shain 



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 27–NOV. 2, 2017 17  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

MKT 17.139b

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

CALL  1.855.809.4073
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Metroplus 
is IN
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Jackson Heights
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For more information, please contact Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services,

                         English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Creole, Hebrew and Yiddish Speaking

Eldercare Services

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND & QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

The OHEL/Lifetime Care Foundation maintains 
a Medicaid Community Trust and is helping elderly

New Yorkers remain at home and avoid entering
a nursing home.

Ohel offers seniors free at home behavioral counseling for loneliness, isolation and 
coping with everyday aging. Case management is available

Ohel gave my mother back her smile!!!
Mrs J felt cancer made her unable to do anything.  She was 
in pain and needed physical help at home. Mrs J was always 
independent.  The social worker asked could she still smile.  
The social worker asked her to smile at everyone she saw 

for one week.  The next week they talked about the change 
in how she was feeling.  Mrs. J felt she could do something...  

She could smile again.

Ohel’s home bound program provides FREE counseling for 
older adults who might feel sad, lonely and isolated.  Some 
older adults might be struggle no with illness and physical 
changes.  Sessions can be anywhere- home, doctors offi ce 
etc.   Breaking problems into “bite Size” pieces can make 

it doable.

For more information call Harriet Blank at.

Flushing HS staff to reapply for jobs 
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing High School is fac-
ing major staff changes. 

The school, located at 35-01 
Union St., and Bronx’ Dewitt 
Clinton High School are both 
part of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
renewal school program. The 
program features low-perform-
ing schools that are required 
to make gains in test scores 
and hit improvement targets or 
face major overhauls. Last year 
Flushing High School was the 
only school on the list that did 
not meet its turnaround goals. 

The Department of Educa-
tion said 128 Flushing High 
School staff members and 98 De-
witt Clinton High School staff 
members must reapply for their 
positions. The interview process 
is set to begin by February 2018 
and be completed by the end of 
the 2017-18 school year. Staff 
who want to reapply for their 
positions will be interviewed by 
staffing committees made up of 
the schools’ principals, the DOE 
and UFT representatives. The 
committees will determine hir-
ing decisions at each school and 
there is no minimum number of 

employees to be retained, DOE 
said.

DOE has restaffed eight 
schools under the de Blasio ad-
ministration, including August 
Martin High School in Jamaica 
and John Adams High School in 
Ozone Park. Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña announced that 
DOE chose not to retain Flush-
ing High School Principal Tyee 
Chin but Principal Pierre Orbe 
of DeWitt Clinton High School 
will remain as principal. Ig-
nazio Accardi took over as prin-
cipal of Flushing High School 
last Friday. He will be the sixth 
principal in six years for the 
Flushing school. 

“Having a strong leader and 
the right team of teachers is es-
sential to a successful school, 
and this restaffing process is the 
necessary next step in the work 
to turnaround these schools,” 
Fariña said

UFT Vice President Janella 
Hinds was reportedly at odds 
with Chin. He was reprimanded 
by the DOE for ordering staff 
members to blindly praise the 
school during surveys and in 
May he reportedly refused to 
publish the student newspaper 

after an article painted teachers 
in a negative light. 

“In the case of Flushing High 
School principal, Chin came in 
with an attitude that wasn’t col-
laborative or supportive, and 
the UFT had to file a discrimi-
nation case with the state Public 
Employment Relations Board 
after the principal threatened to 
press charges of ‘racism and ha-
rassment’ against the chapter 
leader for doing her job,” Hinds 
said. 

Chin said his clash was with 
the UFT, not teachers. He said 
the UFT was unhappy that he 
was holding teachers account-
able and to a high standard and 
that a lot of teachers were actu-
ally sad and disappointed he 
was replaced.

“I am very proud of the work 
myself and the teachers did to 
improve the standard at Flush-
ing High School,” he said. “I will 
truly miss working with the stu-
dents, teachers and Flushing 
community and wish them the 
best in their future endeavors.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Flushing High School Principal Tyee Chin was fired last week. 
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From her dogged 

determination to expose 

the corrupt practices of 

disgraced Assembly Speaker 

Sheldon Silver, or taking the 

Port Authority to court over 

its lack of transparency and 

winning, Nicole Malliotakis 

has been tireless and 

fearless in her quest to 

protect the New York 

taxpayer from being gouged 

by tax and spend liberals.

Paid for by Nicole for New York City

MEET NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS.
Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis is running to become 
Mayor of New York City to stop Bill de Blasio from his 
continued practice of protecting criminals at the expense 
of the New York City taxpayer.

FEARLESS: 

NicoleMalliotakis.com
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Avid readers under the age of 17 can 
breathe a sigh of relief and get back to 
borrowing books at their favorite li-
braries in Queens, Brooklyn and New 
York.

Last week, late fines for 145,000 chil-
dren and teens were dropped during 
the implementation of a one-time fine 
amnesty program, according to Queens 
Library spokeswoman Elisabeth de 
Bourbon. Nearly 50,000 readers had 
their borrowing privileges restored.

The JPB Foundation, a non-profit 
that helps impoverished communities, 
made the amnesty program possible. 
Their grant cleared $2.25 million in 
collection fees.

In the Queens Library system, 41 per-
cent of the blocked cards are in the most 
economically distressed/lowest income 
zip codes in Queens, Bourbon said.

“By restoring borrowing privi-
leges and wiping out fines on youth 
cards, we are saying to children, ‘You 
are wanted, you are welcome and you 
belong here,’” Queens Library Presi-
dent and CEO Dennis M. Walcott said. 
“We understand there are sometimes 
circumstances that prevent cardhold-
ers from returning books on time, but 
they should know our staff will always 
work with them to ensure fines are not 
a barrier. We are grateful that The JPB 
Foundation has made it possible for 
kids to come back to us, and we look for-
ward to serving them in our libraries.”

BY MARK HALLUM

City Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) released a video on YouTube 
calling out his Democratic opponent for 
his role in a rap group producing lyrics 
in which sexist and racist remarks were 
often made alongside comments about 
committing violence against police offi-
cers and marijuana use.

But Democratic candidate Mike Sca-
la defended his past by explaining his 
behavior was the result of growing up 
with a single mother in south Queens, 
and that he has “evolved” since his days 
in the group known as “The Fam.”

“It goes without saying that the man 
writing this today, the Democratic nomi-
nee for New York City Council, has come 
a long way since (his) youth [sic]. The 
opposition acknowledges that trying 
to make the argument that my having 
naturally matured as 
an individual is no dif-
ferent from the coun-
cilman evolving on is-
sues. There is a major 
difference,” Scala re-
sponded on his person-
al Facebook page. “While our campaign 
is talking about the issues -- including 
positions this petty councilman changed 
while holding public office, as recently as 
last week -- they are looking for dirt from 
many years ago, before I was a public of-
ficial and grew into the candidate I am 
now.”

The video that Ulrich’s campaign put 
together brought to the surface Scala’s 
rap career using lyrics such as “Rap and 
me go together like Spanish chicks and 

strollers,” and “But every time these 
cops talk, I wanna break their jawbone.” 

Scala’s website, which was last up-
dated in 2013 and uses his rapper pseud-
onym “Pizon,” offers transcripts of the 
lyrics to some songs.

Ulrich’s campaign video called on 
viewers to denounce racism, sexism, vio-
lence and bigotry.

“I understand they would rather talk 
about rap music than the fact he sup-
ported the Constitutional Convention to 
achieve ‘pension entitlement reform,’ but 
we won’t fall for the distraction,” Scala 
continued. “I’m proud to be supported by 
many men and women in our district, of 
all backgrounds and walks of life, who 
believe I can make a positive difference.”

The video was recently removed from 
YouTube.

Scala, who earned a Juris Doctor 
from Brooklyn Law School in 2013, was 

recently endorsed by 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), 
City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) and 
Assemblywoman Stacy 

Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway Beach).
Scala has been regarded by his 

supporters as a transit advocate who 
fights for better bus and rail service 
through south Queens. He is an out-
spoken supporter of reactivating the 
Rockaway Beach line of the LIRR, 
ferry service and better management 
of the A train in the Rockaways, which 
he deems confusing for riders since it 
branches off in different parts in and 
around the peninsula.

Ulrich video blasts Scala
for rap career as youth

Library fi nes wiped out for 
teens and under in Queens

ELECTIONELECTION
20172017
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IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

TO INCLUDE: 4 Hour Buffet Menu

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Marathon Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

For those smaller companies that CANNOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, WE CAN OFFER a semi private area in our main ballroom 
(with other groups of guests)    Held on Fridays: December 8th & December 15th, $50.00p/p+tax    DJ included

PASSED APPETIZERS: CHEF’S SELECTION
GARDEN SALAD: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
CARVING STATION: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, 
                                     Gravies & Condiments
CHICKEN MARSALA: Mushrooms & Rosemary
SEABASS “MARECHIARO”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
PENNE ALA VODKA: Vodka Tomato Cream Sauce
              Mashed Potatoes - Caramelized Onions - Roasted Vegetable Medley

           HOLIDAY CAKE, COFFEE & TEA

PRIVATE ROOMS: 
MONDAY

THROUGH
FRIDAY:

$55.00
SATURDAYS:
$65.00

(50 person Minimum)
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City to begin crackdown on pesky e-bikes
BY BILL PARRY

During a series of town 
hall meetings over the last 
few weeks, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio has identified a grow-
ing safety and quality-of-life 
issue faced by New Yorkers: 
electronic bikes driven by 
restaurant delivery workers. 
Beginning Jan. 1 the NYPD 
will start seizing the bikes, 
which are illegal in the city, 
and fining the businesses 
that use them.

“We have to go after the 
businesses. They are profit-
ing from violating the law,” 
de Blasio said Oct. 19. “We 
love our city, but let’s be 
clear — crossing the street 
in New York City should not 
be a harrowing experience. 
E-bikes are illegal to oper-
ate in New York City and 
the NYPD is stepping up en-
forcement. Those at the top 
of the food chain need to be 
held accountable. That’s why 
instead of merely targeting 
riders, we’re going after the 
businesses that look the oth-
er way and leave their work-
ers to shoulder the fine.”

So far this year, the 
NYPD has seized nearly 
1,000 e-bikes compared to 
341 it confiscated last year, 
an increase of 170 percent. 
Beginning in 2018, the police 
will not only seize bikes and 
fine the rider, but they will 
identify the business that 
deployed them.

“All our business delivery 
people, we know they wear 
the vest identifying what 
business that they’re going 
to or they have an identifi-
cation card,” Chief of Patrol 
Terrence Monahan said. 
“The cops will go back to the 
precinct. On the Secretary 
of State website, all we have 
to do is put in that address. 
We’ll find out who the owner 
of the business is. Our offi-
cers will prepare a summons 
and mail it to that location. 
Simple as that.”

Riders caught operating 
an e-bike are now subject to 
a civil summons, confisca-
tions and fines of up to $500. 
Beginning next year, busi-
nesses that utilize e-bikes 
or allow employees to oper-
ate them will receive a civil 

summons and a $100 fine for 
a first offense and a $200 fine 
for each subsequent offense.

“E-bikes are too often a 
danger on the city’s streets 
and sidewalks,” NYPD Com-
missioner James O’Neill 
said. “They’re illegal to op-
erate here, but it seems like 
you can spot them every-

where -- and that’s where 
our increased enforcement 
comes in. The NYPD is 
committed to keeping city 
streets safe for everyone 
and e-bike enforcement is 
an important part of the 
plan.”

Transportation Alterna-
tives, the safe streets advo-

cates with more than 150,000 
supporters, is balking at the 
new policy, which they say is 
misguided.

“Clearly, this e-bike 
crackdown is about listening 
to the loudest complainers, 
not listening to the data,” 
Transportation Alternatives 
Deputy Director Caroline 
Samponaro said. “In the 
Vision Zero era, there is no 
place for complaint-driven 
enforcement. According to 
NYPD data, drivers speeding 
and failing to yield are the 
ones causing death and seri-
ous injuries on NYC streets. 
Rather than attacking the 
livelihoods of hardworking, 
predominantly immigrant 
delivery cyclists, the mayor 
should follow the lead of Cal-
ifornia and work with the 
New York State Legislature 
to pass commonsense e-bike 
legislation that establishes 
a framework for safe, pedal-
powered, low-speed models.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The city is cracking down on the use of electric bikes by delivery 
workers after Mayor Bill de Blasio heard multiple compaints during 
recent town hall meetings. Photo by Bill Parry

 •   Experience our dynamic campus culture with a day of 
live entertainment, food and fun

•   Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships and 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our  
beautiful campus

Your future is out there, unfold it  
by connecting to York College
Reserve your place: 
www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2017

Academic Core Building 

94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451

Sunday, November 12th, 12 to 3 PM

 Connect to Your Future at  
York College Open House this Fall!
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New York City Transit Workers 

The New York State Constitutional Convention

NO
ARE VOTING

Proposition #1
#NoConConON

The New York State Constitutional Convention

Tony Utano 
President 

Earl Phillips 
Sec’y Treasurer

Latonya Crisp-Sauray
Recording Sec’y

Nelson Rivera
Administrative VP 
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 

young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance

counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent

photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Jamaica Hospital offers free milk to mothers
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Jamaica Hospital will be the 
first medical center in Queens 
to offer a free milk depot for 
mother’s struggling to breast-
feed their babies, according to 
spokeswoman Xavia Malcolm. 

Not only is this convenient 
for Queens and Western Nas-
sau County mothers, who lack 
those facilities in their area, but 
it is also handy for women with 
excess milk who want to donate 
without having to travel over an 
hour to find a center, according 
to The New York Milk Bank’s 
manager Roseanne Motti, who 
has partnered with the hospi-
tal’s Women, Infants and Chil-
dren Department. 

The New York Milk Bank 
is a start-up, non-profit, which 
opened two years ago in 
Westchester, with the inten-
tion of distributing breast milk 
from healthy lactating women 
to babies in need like premature 
infants whose mothers cannot 
produce enough milk of their 
own, according to nymilkbank.
org. 

“We have been trying to 
open up depots throughout the 
boroughs and Queens is the last 

one,” said Motti, who is from 
Ozone Park. “While we talk to 
the donors on the telephone, the 
welcoming faces are going to be 
the people here [at Jamaica Hos-
pital] to represent us.”

The Milk Bank’s partnership 
with Jamaica Hospital could 
not have come at a better time, 
because the city Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene 
designated it as a Baby-Friendly 
medical center in July.

Baby-Friendly hospitals edu-
cate mothers on the importance 
of breastfeeding and help them 
to continually breastfeed for at 
least six months so that new-
borns, especially premature 
ones, can get as many health 
benefits from the process, said 
Paula Utilla, a lactation consul-
tant at the hospital.  

Breast milk is essential es-
pecially for premature babies 
because the antibodies in it can 
help infants become immune to 
many diseases, said Dr. Steven 
Inglis, the OB/GYN chairman 
at Jamaica. 

“Breastfeeding isn’t only 
about food,” Utilla said. “Since 
babies don’t have a developed 
immune system until they are 
age 3 to 4, we recommend babies 

breastfeed until they are 2, ac-
cording to the World Health Or-
ganization.”

Babies who don’t receive 
breast milk have a higher risk 
for ear infections, gastro-intes-
tinal issues, respiratory infec-
tions and some cancers, Utilla 
said. 

Mothers who donate breast 
milk are less likely to develop 
cancers and it is easier for them 
to get back to their pre-baby 
weight, according to the lacta-
tion expert. 

For moms looking to get to 
Jamaica Hospital either to re-
ceive the free breast milk or do-
nate, the medical center is easy 
to access. 

“We are right across the 
street from the E-train,” said 
Utilla. “Before mothers in 
Queens had to go to parts fur-
ther out in Long Island, or Man-
hattan, and Brooklyn.”

Not only is the hospital help-
ful to struggling mothers who 
cannot lactate, but it has been 
supportive to bereaved mothers 

who have lost their babies and 
want to become donors. 

Conny Suriel, 25, from Glen-
dale is one of those mothers. She 
was 36 weeks into her pregnan-
cy when she lost her first baby, 
April Naomi, in her third tri-
mester Sept. 1, but she decided 
her daughter’s memory could 
live on through donating the 
baby’s breast milk to struggling 
infants. 

When Suriel grew up in Co-
rona she learned her big sister, 
Selines Rosado, 27, was born 
prematurely and survived past 
2-years-old because she was giv-
en donated breast milk. 

“I was four weeks away from 
a full-time pregnancy,” Suriel 
said. “She was a stillborn baby.”

Despite losing her baby she 
was still lactating. 

“When I realized I was still 
producing so much milk, I didn’t 
want it to go to waste,” Suriel 
said. “I looked towards donat-
ing it and then I came across the 
New York Milk Bank.”

She has donated milk three 
times. 

“It’s made our grieving pro-
cess easier because I know she 
is saving lives, she is saving 
other babies,” Suriel said. 

Jamaica Hospital is the first health-care facility in Queens to offer a milk 
bank for mothers struggling to give their babies breastmilk and enabling 
donors like bereaved mother, Conny Suriel (c.), to donate milk without 
having to travel out of town.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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VISIT ST. AGNES 
SCHEDULE A BUDDY DAY 

13-20 124th St.   •   College Point, NY 11356  •  718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Discount on new in-stock fencing purchases of $2200 or more with installation, not valid on prior purchases.  Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  Financing plans are available. 
Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. 

License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy
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On October 15th, 
NYC Health + 

Hospitals/Elmhurst 
Ambulatory Care 

staff participated in a 
Community Resources 

Fair at the New York 
Hall of Science. 

They provided health 
information and 

free blood pressure 
screenings to attendees.

On October 14th, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst held its annual 
Hispanic Heritage Celebration. The free community event featured 
musical performances and traditional cuisines from Latin America. 

Renovated Bulova Park gets new name
BY BILL PARRY

The city will renovate and 
rename a popular Jackson 
Heights park and rename it 
to honor the achievements of 
a longtime community advo-
cate. 

Bulova Park is now 
known at Louis C. Moser 
Park for the man who is best 
remembered for the creation 
of the North Queens Home 
Owners’ Civic Association, 
which was formed in 1941 
and grew to more than 700 
families by the time he died 
in 1983.

The group focused its ef-
forts on preserving the resi-
dential character of north-
ern Queens by preventing 
over-development and de-
fending the rights and inter-
ests of homeowners.

“The time has come to 
bid farewell to Bulova Park 
as we know it --we are re-
building the park for a new 
generation with a new name 
that pays homage to the com-
munity,” Queens Parks Com-
missioner Dorothy Lewan-
dowski said. “A year from 

now we look forward to un-
veiling update equipment, a 
new spray shower, painted 
games and colorful plant-
ings. It’s an honor to name 
this park after Louis C. Mo-
ser, and we are sure that this 
renovation will realize his 
dream for better community 
parks in northern Queens.”

Moser also promoted 
both pedestrian and mo-
torist safety in Jackson 
Heights. Throughout his 42 
years of civic service, Moser 
staunchly supported the pro-
liferation and maintenance 
of parks and playgrounds in 
the neighborhood.

The $1.87 million renova-
tion of the acre-and-a-half 
park, located on 77th Street 
and 25th Avenue, was funded 
by the City Council and May-
or Bill de Blasio.

“Improvements to our 
parks bring vital improve-
ments to our neighborhoods,” 
City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria 
) said. “The new play equip-
ment, swings, plantings and 
adult fitness equipment will 
help better serve the sur-

rounding community. I am 
proud to have allocated over 
$1.3 million in funding for 
this renovation and I thank 
Mayor de Blasio for making 
this upgrade a priority. We 
are honored to recognize 
Louis Moser’s civic service 
and contributions to our 

neighborhood by re-naming 
this park after him.”

Meanwhile, City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) announced 
the $6 million renovation 
and expansion of the Ra-
venswood Playground in 
Astoria Monday. The city’s 

Department of Sanitation 
will have to move its garage 
behind the park to create ad-
ditional space that Mayor de 
Blasio promised at a town 
hall meeting in May.

“During my tenure in the 
City Council, I have made it 
a priority to improve or ren-
ovate virtually every single 
park in my district,” Van 
Bramer said. “I am especial-
ly pleased that this renova-
tion, in tandem with the $130 
million commitment made 
by the mayor earlier this 
year to move the DSNY De-
pot at Ravenswood, signals 
a real win of environmental 
justice for this community. 
I look forward to seeing a 
fully renovated playground 
that the whole community 
can be proud of.”

Local leaders of commu-
nity groups will play a role 
in the design phase, which 
gets underway this winter. 
Work is set to begin in 2018.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Councilman Costa Constantinides announces Bulova Park in 
Jackson Heights is officially renamed for civic leader Louis C. Moser. 

Courtesy NYC Parks

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
The Allen Lawyers Guild teamed 

up with the Queens district attorney’s 
office to sponsor the Second Chance 
Warrant Forgiveness Program Satur-
day at Jamaica’s Greater Allan A.M.E 
Cathedral. 

Defense attorneys helped Queens 
residents resolve outstanding sum-
mons warrants for disorderly con-
duct, trespassing, urinating in public, 
loitering, unlawful possession of mar-
ijuana and other minor offenses in a 
makeshift court room in the church. 

About 200 people showed up to get 
help clearing summons and in the 
parking lot there were about a dozen 
booths manned by several lawyers 
and the Queens D.A’s office offering 
pamphlets and free legal advise. One 
of the booths that offered legal advise 
was the Queens D.A’s office.  Carmen-
cita Guiterrez, from the office of Im-
migrant Affairs in the DA’s office was 
offering people information about job 
opportunities, health, and immigra-
tion questions.

“We want to make sure people have 
the information they need to move 
forward in life,” she said. “Anyone 

who seeks information can get help   
regardless of immigration status, it 
does not matter. We help all crime vic-
tims. Their nationality does not mat-
ter. We we do our best to guide them.”

Jesse Sligh, executive assistant 
district attorney at the DA’s office, 
said the office was sponsoring the 
event because of demand from the 
community. 

“We believe that there is a need 
for an event like this because we’ve 
heard from the community,” he said. 
“Outstanding warrants have caused 
some unduly harsh things to happen 
to people in regards to housing, edu-
cation and jobs , We’re trying to ame-
liorate that for them. People who have 
summons    it affects them in moving 
forward in life and that’s why we’re 
here. It has some negative impact.”

According to the DA’s office, there 
have been warrant forgiveness pro-
gram events in every other borough. 
Sundays was the first of its kind in 
Queens and depending on the success 
they plan on returning.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Queens DA’s offi ce helps 
residents clear warrants
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Cablecast Dates
Day Date Time TWC RCN FiOS

Saturday 10/28/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Saturday 10/28/17 10:30 AM 1997 85 37
Tuesday 10/31/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Tuesday 10/31/17 10:30 AM 1997 85 37

To watch this program online go to:
http://www.qptv.org/content/qptv-news-desk-presents-

$���%������%����"�!&�%' !��%(�� �
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

HARVEST FESTIVAL FANATICS  Photos by Nat Valentine

The highlight of the Harvest Festival is the pie-baking contest, which Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndeman selflessly volunteered to judge this year. 

The Jamaica Farmers Market festival marks the end of the summer growing season — and the 
fresh produce stands on 160th Street two days a week during the warm months.

AT THE DRIVE-IN MOVIE  Photos by Andrew Ross

CRY FOR YELP  Photos by Joe Swift

A sight that hasn’t been seen in Queens for many years — a drive-in movie — for just one 
night, sadly. The Parks Department set up the days-past theater in the parking lot of 
Crocheron Park in Bayside.

Because of the unseasonable weather, several of the drive-in movie goers elect to sit 
outside their cars to watch a nighttime showing of the popular Halloween film “Hocus 
Pocus.”

Yelp, the ubiquitous, on-line review site, sponsors a sprawling food-and-drink fund-raiser 
called Autumn’s Up at the Queens Musuem.

Spread-mmms — a handmade olive tapenade — is given out free. The company came to the 
Queens Yelp event looking for its first store in the borough. 
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

Center for Jewish Studies at Queens College  
ANNUAL COMMEMORATION OF KRISTALLNACHT AND RECOMMITMENT TO COMBATING ANTI-SEMITISM AND HATRED

CASABLANCA, THE REFUGEE QUESTION, AND THE FATEFUL SUMMER OF 1938

For additional information on this series or other programs sponsored by the Center for Jewish Studies, please call 718.997.5730 or 718.997.4530.

FREE parking in Lot 15 on Reeves Avenue (behind the Music Building). www.qc.cuny.edu/centerforjewishstudies | 718.997.5730/4530

 Noah Isenberg is Professor of Culture 

and Media at the New School’s Eugene Lang 

College of Liberal Arts in New York City, 

where he also directs the Screen Studies 

program. His recent book We’ll Always Have 

‘Casablanca’: The Life, Legend, and Afterlife 

of Hollywood’s Most Beloved Movie, was 

published by W.W. Norton in February 2017 

(and in November 2017 by Faber & Faber in the 

UK and by Európa, in Hungarian translation, 

in Hungary). He is also the author of Edgar 

G. Ulmer: A Filmmaker at the Margins 

(California, 2014), which the New York Times 

hailed as “a page turner of a biography” and 

was selected by the Huffington Post among its 

Best Film Books of 2014. Other publications 

include Detour (British Film Institute, 2008), 

a book-length study of Ulmer’s acclaimed 

low-budget film noir; and, as editor, Weimar 

Cinema: An Essential Guide to Classic Films 

of the Era (Columbia, 2009), which was 

selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic 

Title. Most recently, his introduction to Vicki 

Baum’s best-selling 1929 novel, Grand Hotel, 

has been published by the New York Review 

of Books Classics.

 In support of his work, Prof. Isenberg has 

been awarded grants and fellowships from 

the National Endowment for the Humanities, 

the Fulbright Commission, the International 

Research Center for Cultural Studies in Vienna, 

and the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation.

 He serves as book review editor of Film 

Quarterly, is a fellow of the New York Institute 

for the Humanities, and was awarded a 2015–

2016 NEH Public Scholar research grant. 

His writing has appeared in such diverse 

publications as The Nation, The New Republic, 

The Daily Beast, Times Literary Supplement, 

Bookforum, New York Review Daily, Film 

Comment, Paris Review Daily, Los Angeles 

Review of Books, The Criterion Collection, 

Threepenny Review, Film Quarterly, New 

German Critique, Partisan Review, Raritan, 

Wall Street Journal, and The New York 

Times. Prior to his current appointment at the 

New School, he taught at Wesleyan University 

in Connecticut from 1995 to 2004, and was 

a visiting professor at both the University of 

Pennsylvania and Dartmouth College.

 The program includes a candle-lighting 

ceremony with Holocaust survivors, escorted 

by Queens College students, each of whom 

makes a commitment to combat anti-Semitism 

and hatred. In addition, there will be a 

multicultural invocation and audiovisual and 

musical interludes.

ORGANIZED BY QUEENS COLLEGE’S CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDIES,  
THE QUEENS JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL, AND OTHERS.

Presented by the Resnick Family and  
Sinai Chapels, Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY.

Presentat ion wi l l  include f i lm cl ips from Casablanca

KEYNOTE 
ADDRESS

PROF. NOAH  
ISENBERG,  
NEW SCHOOL

Sun., Nov. 12, 2017, 2–4 pm,  

GOLDSTEIN THEATRE 
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

KRISTALLNACHT COMMEMORATION
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 

MTA to help 

with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY BILL PARRY

Twenty years after it was installed 
to ease overcrowding at PS 2 in East 
Elmhurst, officials announced the 
modular building in the school yard 
will finally be removed, and replaced 
with a permanent indoor learning 
space for students. 

The modular structure hosts nearly 
120 students separate from the main 
building, making it difficult for them 
to feel a sense of unity with their fel-
low schoolmates while rendering the 
school yard less useful for outdoor 
physical activity.

“Our students deserve a permanent 
educational space that’s indoors rath-
er than in modular buildings or trail-
ers,” City Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) said. “All children 
should have adequate recreational and 
playground space. I am proud that af-
ter years of advocacy, the students at 
PS 2 will no longer be separated and 
will instead be able to learn in a uni-
fied environment.”

The capital project will soon begin 
the design phase, which typically lasts 
one year. Once construction begins, 
the students will be supported in the 
main school building for the duration 
of the project. 

“With this new addition, our stu-
dents will not only be able to grow, they 
will thrive,” PS 2 Principal Amy Gold-
man said. “Our entire community will 
forever be changed because of the op-
portunity this addition will afford.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) voiced his support of the plan.

“Investing in our children’s educa-
tion is the most important kind of in-
vestment we can make,” Crowley said. 
“The expansion of PS 2 is exciting news 
for our community. Not only will it 
help alleviate overcrowding, but it will 
also provide students with an adequate 
learning environment necessary for 
them to succeed.”

The School Construction Authority 
hopes to complete construction of the 
extension by 2020. The cost of the proj-
ect has yet to be determined.

Meanwhile, state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) announced 
that he has secured state funding to 
upgrade the auditorium at PS 19 in 
Corona, which is also used for com-
munity functions. The $250,000 allo-
cation will modernize the auditorium 
by replacing broken seats, installing 
a new audio system and upgrading 
the electrical system to facilitate the 
installation on an air conditioning 
unit.

“Modernizing the auditorium will 
provide a better learning environment 
for students and a more inviting set-
ting for the entire community,” Per-
alta said. “The broken chairs can be 
dangerous to the students, it is neces-
sary to replace them. We must work 
together to ensure students at the Ma-
rino Jeantet School have a usable audi-
torium. A location that is also a point 
of gathering for the community, this 
project will benefit all.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

PS 2 to get addition 
to replace portable 

City Councilman Costa Constantides announces that a modular building will be 
torn down and a permanent extension will replace it at PS 2 in East Elmhurst. 

Courtesy of Constantinides’ office
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:10/27/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,795
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$14,288
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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    Major World  
 Breast Cancer  
    Major World  
 Breast Cancer  
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  

Request our Pink “We Care” license 

plate frame with your next purchase 

from Major World & we will donate 

$25 on your behalf to the 

American Cancer Society.

'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 10/27/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#33670, 33k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$22,000BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROKOKOKEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

MURARA ONONO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

 Proudly Supports
 Awareness Month
 Proudly Supports
 Awareness Month
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE. 

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,288
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$19,588
'17 TOYOTA RAV4

2k miles, Stk#35101
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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Dazies, to the Sunnyside Cham-
ber of Commerce, to the Sunny-
side Flag Day Parade, which she 
organized through the Kiwanis 
Club, Lily Gavin was a tireless 
community advocate who was 
always working to make this 
neighborhood a better place. By 
renaming the street adjacent to 
Dazies in Lily’s honor, we are 
forever recognizing all that she 
accomplished for this neighbor-
hood and her status as an iconic 
Sunnysider.”

One of Gavin’s closest 
friends was Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Long Is-
land City) who became the 
youngest woman elected to 
state office in 1984.

“The loss of the great and ir-
replaceable Lily Gavin will be 
felt in our hearts forever. This 
street renaming is a touching 

tribute on how best to remem-
ber Lily as a civic leader, a won-
derful individual who always 
had a smile for those in trouble, 
an ear to all who needed some-
one to understand their prob-
lems and who never declined 
a needy cause. But most im-
portantly Lily was my friend 
and friend to all who wanted to 
make Sunnyside better,” Nolan 
said. “I learned from Lily and 
sought her wisdom many times 
over. Her advice, her inspira-
tion, her brilliance, her beauty, 
her drive and her incredible 
personality were always phe-
nomenal. I will miss her more 
than I can ever say.”

She was also a key figure in 
the Queens Democratic Party 
at a time of turmoil. U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), her friend and con-
fidant for 32 years, eulogized 
Gavin at her funeral at Our 
Lady Queen of Martyrs in 
Forest Hills. Crowley told how 

Gavin held the party together 
from collapsing after the Don-
ald Manes bribery scandal in 
1986, when the five-time bor-
ough president resigned and 
killed himself days later.

“For decades, Lily Gavin’s 
presence was felt throughout 
the Sunnyside community and 
beyond,” Crowley said. “She 
was a dear friend, mentor, and 
a stable presence during a time 
of transition and change for 
the Queens Democratic Party. 
Today, our borough is stronger 
because of her. This street co-
naming is a fitting tribute to 
someone whose generosity and 
wisdom helped everyone she 
came in contact with. I thank 
Council Member Van Bramer 
for ushering this effort in the 
City Council to ensure Lily’s 
legacy won’t be forgotten.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

tistics, who was on the panel, 
highlighted what it was like 
working at Dept. of Labor, and 
told women to be on the lookout 
for the hiring freeze at the BLS 
to be lifted. She emphasized  
that being an economist isn’t 
just a desk job and involved 
traveling to meet people in dif-
ferent neighborhoods. 

Queensboro Council for 
Social Welfare representa-
tive Joan Serrano encouraged 

women to be open to job op-
tions that may not be part of 
their original goals because 
these opportunities could 
be more rewarding or help 
them in their careers later in 
life. She intended on being a 
teacher, but because she had 
poor eyesight she was able to 
use her teaching skills helping 
special need kids as a social 
worker. 

Mary Vaccaro, the Dis-
trict 26 representative for the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers, advised women to not get 
hung up on location when it 

comes to job opportunities, but 
to focus on becoming a leader 
where they are. 

“I became a leader in my 
school, and that was recog-
nized,” Vaccaro said. “When 
you work at a city agency and 
you are a leader, you will be 
able to rise in that position.”

The other woman on the pan-
el included Andrea Ormeno, the 
director at the Women’s Business 
Center at the Queens Economic 
Development Corporation, who 
suggested women use YouTube 
as a job-seeking resource.

 

have shorter tempers and 
that’s a big problem.” 

He wants smaller and 
less militarized police de-
partments similar to the 
hamlets in upstate New 
York and Floral Park. 

“When you look at some 
villages and hamlets, they 
have volunteer police offi-
cers,” Francois said. “Ser-
vices are controlled locally, 
and you have a better grasp 
of what is going on.”

The other issues that 
Francois wants to tackle are 

mayoral control of schools, 
social services, and the en-
vironment. 

He wants communities to 
control schools not the may-
or or school boards, and for 
people within these towns 
to control the money for so-
cial services in their area. 

“I like to see the com-
munity control the fi-
nances and control the 
budget,” Francois said. 
“This way the black com-
munities and poorer com-
munities will get exactly 
what they are entitled to, 
as opposed to a lot of it be-
ing siphoned off by white 
and richer communities.” 

12 Chairwoman Adrienne Ad-
ams encouraged the crowd to 
go out to vote during this his-
toric election year when Re-
publicans have stepped up to 
the plate to challenge several 
city candidates in the wake of 
Trump’s upset victory.

“Don’t take any election for 
granted,” Miller said, despite 
winning the most votes during 
the September primary city-
wide. “We are the community 
that turns out to vote…and ev-
erything we strive for [Repub-
licans] want to undermine.”

Adams agreed.
“I feel the electricity in the 

air this election season,” Ad-
ams said. “We have Republi-
can challengers and they are 
not going away.”

Historically, Republicans 
have been heavily outnum-
bered in this predominantly 
blue region of Queens, re-
sulting in many Democratic 
nominees running unopposed 
during the general election.  
But this year Republican Ru-
pert Green is trying to unseat 
Miller and Adams is running 
against Ivan Mossop, another 
Republican.

“We have factions in the 
GOP who are so splintered, 
you don’t know whether they 
are coming or going,” Adams 
said. “This is our southeast 
Queens and we do not share 
your values.”

If Adams or her second 
opponent, Working Families 
candidate Hettie Powell, win, 
one of them would be the first 
woman to represent the com-
munities of Jamaica, Rochdale, 
and South Ozone Park. Adams 
also pointed out that only nine 
of the 51 Council members in 
the city are women. 

Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Far Rockaway), who is 
running unopposed, was not 
at the meeting because he is 
being considered for the City 
Council speaker position and 
holding meetings with various 
groups. 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) continued his 
Vote No campaign against a 
new state treaty. 

“Contact your friends and 
family and tell them to Vote No 
for a Constitutional Conven-
tion,” Comrie said. “It will cost 
us a lot of money and we will 
have to fight to stay in a union-
ized state.”

The convention is projected 
to cost upwards of $300 million 
and could have the potential to 
weaken unions, which protects 
worker’s rights, especially 
those who are people of color, 
according to Comrie. 

Meeks did not hold back in 
his dislike for President Trump 
and his tax reform plan. 

“This guy’s tenure of divi-
siveness is taking us back to a 
time that we do not want to go 
back to,” Meeks said. 

 He also explained to his 
constituents that he believes 
any tax reform from Trump 
will only support the 1 percent 
of Americans who are already 
wealthy. 

The congressman said he 
is doing everything he can to 
protect his constituents from 
Trump. 

As a committee member 
on the Europe, Eurasia and 
Emerging Threats Subcom-
mittee, he is also trying to 
assuage the fears of leaders 
in those regions who are con-
cerned about nuclear war with 
North Korea. 

“This past week I have 
been in Europe talking to our 
European allies,” Meeks said. 
“They ask, ‘What is going on 
in America?” 

for subway riders to stare at 
more beautiful stations while 
they wait longer and longer for 
delayed trains, the MTA’s inat-
tention to the larger problem is 
bordering on scandalous.”

There are currently no sub-
way stations with elevators in 
the neighborhood, with the 
only accessible stations nearby 
an F line stop in Queensbridge 
and the 7 train stop at 61st 
Street in Woodside. 

“For us, the subway has 
always been in a state of 
emergency,” TransitCenter 
Program Director Chris Pan-
gilinan said from his wheel-
chair. “This would have been 
the perfect opportunity to add 
elevators to help people with 
disabilities gain access, but in 
his infinite wisdom, the gover-

nor decided against it.  Instead 
he’s shutting down these sub-
way stations for WiFi and art-
work.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
was incredulous.

“They’re spending $150 
million on these renovations 
to give us WiFi? These stations 
are above ground,” he said. 
“The cry has been consistent 
since before I was in office. We 
need elevators.”

The MTA said adding ac-
cessibility to a subway system 
that is 113 years old in which 
almost all stations were built 
without regard to accessibility 
is very time-consuming and 
costly. In some stations, the 
agency pointed out it is physi-
cally impossible to install 
ADA-compliant elevators with-
out complete reconstruction 
and track realignment, due to 
station layout and structural 
issues like platform clearance.

“Increasing accessibility is 
a priority for the MTA and el-
evators are being added where 
possible through the ‘Key Sta-
tions’ plan to make 100 major 
stations accessible via the MTA 
capital plan,” MTA spokesman 
Shams Tarek said. “In Astoria, 
new elevators will be added to 
the Astoria Boulevard station, 
and the MTA’s fully accessible 
bus fleet provides strong ser-
vice across the neighborhood, 
including connections to ac-
cessible stations nearby.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
called for reform at the MTA 
while Gianaris set his sights 
higher.

“The MTA is a state agency 
and next year is a state election 
so people better start listen-
ing,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Students from Forest Hills, Bayside and Aviation High Schools, as well as neigh-
bors and friends, help clean up Hoover Park next to the Queens Courthouse.   

Courtesy of Kiwanis Queens Blvd. Club

St. Anastasia Church in Douglaston has named two young men from the parish to the rank of Eagle Scout: 
(l.-r.) Anthony Ho, Frederick Bedell Jr. of the St. Anastasia Knights of Columbus and Matthew Pereira.

Courtesy of Frederick Bedell Jr.

One of the most powerful politicians in the state, Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, is 
honored at the Douglaston Manor by officials of the Jefferson Democratic Club, one of 
the oldest in the country.  Courtesy of Jefferson Democratic Club 

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo, Jr. (c.) hosts his annual Fall Job Fair at the Resorts World 
Casino with more than 100 employers offering approximately 1,000 potential openings 
on offer. Courtesy of Sen. Addabbo

The commanding officer of the 109th Precinct in Flushing, Inspector Judith Harrison, tweets 
that her officers are alerting drivers via fliers about an uptick in car break-ins.  Twitter
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

Order Tickets for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person, table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: Linda Lindenauer

(718) 260-4521
Email: llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:

Address:

Tel:      Email:

Name of Honoree (s):

Check Enclosed  Quantity: 

Check made payable to: TimesLedger Newspapers

Master Card     VISA     AMEX

Card #      Exp.   Sec. Code

Signature     Date
Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers, 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361  

Join us for Queens Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, November 9th

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst, NY

H O N O R E E S
Diego Salazar
Svea Schneider
Liu Tee Shu
Peter Tu
Monika Wroblewski
Margaret Yang
Marlene Tseng Yu
Jorge Munoz Zapata

Sandy Arias
Carlos Humberto Cardona
Narbada Chhetri
Rev. Theodor Damian
Branka Duknic
Nadine Grigsby
Elaine Kim
Pap Koudjo

Tahl Leibovitz
Yeou-Cheng Ma
Rita Maruca
Meera Nair
Uday Patil
Annette Runcie
Elsie Saint Louis
Parker Sarabjeet

Join us at the 

Gala Dinner 
honoring 

immigrants
who 

make Queens 
great
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A Halloween experience like no A Halloween experience like no 
other is coming to Long Island City other is coming to Long Island City 
this weekend. Think of it as a sur-this weekend. Think of it as a sur-
real, sometimes scary, sensuous ad-real, sometimes scary, sensuous ad-
venture of endless possibility, filled venture of endless possibility, filled 
with unexpected surprises and exotic with unexpected surprises and exotic 
entertainment. 

You’ll feel as if you’ve been trans-You’ll feel as if you’ve been trans-
ported into an alternate reality, ruled ported into an alternate reality, ruled 
by supernatural elements. And after by supernatural elements. And after 
you and other partygoers let loose in you and other partygoers let loose in 
the rapture of dance, you can feast on the rapture of dance, you can feast on 
a banquet of decadent delights.a banquet of decadent delights.

When you enter this City of Gods, When you enter this City of Gods, 
you’ll find yourself in a maze of tem-you’ll find yourself in a maze of tem-
ples and altars, shrines and sanctu-ples and altars, shrines and sanctu-
aries for your play and pleasure. aries for your play and pleasure. 

Few are aware of Halloween’s Few are aware of Halloween’s 
ancient Celtic roots in the Samhain ancient Celtic roots in the Samhain 
(Samain) festival. In Celtic Ireland, (Samain) festival. In Celtic Ireland, 
about 2,000 years ago, Samhain took about 2,000 years ago, Samhain took 
place between the lighter half — sum-place between the lighter half — sum-
mer — and the darker half — winter mer — and the darker half — winter 
— when the gap between this world — when the gap between this world 
and the “Otherworld” was at its gauzi-and the “Otherworld” was at its gauzi-
est, allowing spirits to pass through. est, allowing spirits to pass through. 

To ward off toxic spirits, folks To ward off toxic spirits, folks 
wore costumes and masks to dis-wore costumes and masks to dis-
guise themselves as bad spirits to guise themselves as bad spirits to 
avoid harm. Bonfires and food played avoid harm. Bonfires and food played 
a large part in the festivities. a large part in the festivities. 

If you were an ancient Celt, you If you were an ancient Celt, you 
would’ve believed in that “Other-would’ve believed in that “Other-
world,” in which many gods and god-world,” in which many gods and god-
desses dwelled. It was thought to be a desses dwelled. It was thought to be a 
place of joy, where feasts were always place of joy, where feasts were always 

happening. This Otherworld wasn’t a happening. This Otherworld wasn’t a 
heaven, nor was it a reward for doing heaven, nor was it a reward for doing 
something good on earth. The Celts something good on earth. The Celts 
believed that everyone entered this believed that everyone entered this 
realm when they died. realm when they died. 

You, the living — perhaps dressed You, the living — perhaps dressed 

as the undead in honor of modern-day as the undead in honor of modern-day 
Halloween — can experience what the Halloween — can experience what the 
City of Gods’ “Otherworld” looked City of Gods’ “Otherworld” looked 
like, during this spectacular, first-like, during this spectacular, first-
ever event of its kind in New York.ever event of its kind in New York.

CITY OF GODS promises spooky fun 
at PAPER FACTORY HOTEL

Continued on Page 44

HALLOWEEN 

SPIRIT

Partygoers will be treated to an anonymous musical and artistic line-up with performances 
from over 40 international artists during City of Gods at Paper Factory Hotel. 

Photo courtesy of Jacqui Rabkin
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Answers in Sports

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play revolves 
around Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue on 
a mission to find his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly. Armed with an endearing 
crew of misfits, Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword fights, and 
plenty of audience interaction.
When: Saturday, Oct. 28, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 

Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme — The 
Gingerbread Players of Sain Luke’s Church 
present Molière’s hilarious comedy. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 4 and Sunday, Nov. 5, 
at 2:30 p.m.; Saturday, Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, Nov. 12, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, Forest Hills
Cost: $15, $12 for students and seniors

Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.gingerbreadplayers.org

Frida Libre — After years of meticulous 
study on the life and work of Frida Kahlo, 
actress Flora Martínez presents her 
unique vision of the magical world of one 
of the most influential women in Latin 
American history. Frida Libre explores 
Frida’s art, her success, her intriguing 
sexuality, her passion for politics and her 
complex relationship with Diego Rivera. 
Her rich, fascinating story is told through 
dialogue and song, under the musical 
direction of José Reinoso.
When: Nov. 16 at 7:30 p.m.; Nov. 17 at 8 
p.m.; Nov. 18 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Nov. 19 
at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $42; $35 for members; $25 rear side 
seats; $20 front side seats
Website: www.queenstheatre.org/frida-
libre

Pilobolus 
November 4-5
“It’s as if we’re 
being given a 
fleeting glimpse of 
the inner workings 
of the universe.”
- The New York Times

Part of Queens Theatre’s  
Dance Series 
Sat. Nov. 4, 2017 at 2pm & 8pm 
Sun. Nov 5, 2017 at 3pm 
 
Tickets from $20   
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org FOR MORE LISTINGS, VISIT US AT 

TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY TEQUILA MINSKY

A beaming Ellen 
Kodadek, the executive 
and artistic director of 
Flushing Town Hall, 
grabbed some video 
shots with her phone 
of the exuberant crowd 
dancing to Umalali and 
The Garifuna Collective 
at a recent performance 
at Flushing Town Hall.

If engagement with 
the community — the 
goal of the Global Arts 
for a Global Community 
performance series — is 
the measure of success, 
then this evening was 
triumphant.

The high-energy pro-
gram became a dance 
party as well as an im-
mersion in Garifuna 
culture, attracting mu-
sic lovers from all over 
the greater metro area. 

The multigeneration-
al and multitalented The 
Garifuna Collective, 
carried dynamic Gari-

funa musical traditions 
and thoroughly engaged 
the audience. 

Audience members 
sang along with famil-
iar songs brought to the 
public by the CD Watima 
with Andy Palacio — 
who has since died —  
and the Women’s Project 
CD Umalali.  

Garifuna culture 
was forged when slave 
ships carrying captured 
Africans wrecked off of 
St. Vincent in the 1600s. 
The survivors swam 
ashore, mixed with the 
indigenous Arawak pop-
ulation and created a 
unique culture that con-
tinues. Exiled in 1796 to 
the island of Roatan off 
of Honduras by the Brit-
ish, survivors went on to 
establish villages along 
the Central American 
coast.

In 2001, UNESCO of-
ficially proclaimed the 
language, dance, and 
music of the Garifuna 

people of Central Amer-
ica as a “Masterpiece of 
the Oral and Intangible 

Heritage of Humanity.” 
The set began with 

the Umalali women 

holding hands as they 
delivered a traditional a 
cappella Abueymahani 
song before the drum-
ming, and one-by-one 
the instruments of The 
Collective joined in.  

The first half of the 
concert consisted of 
songs from the well-
known Garifuna albums. 
The women on stage per-
formed several call and 
response numbers.

During the perfor-
mance, over a founda-
tion of ancestral beats, 
the powerful sound of 
the traditional Primero 
and Segunda Garifuna 
drums along with driv-
ing maracas, turtle 
shells, acoustic and elec-
tric guitars and bass 
grooves blended with 
the melodies and call 
and response vocals. 

A masked dancer in 
a white Jankunu cos-
tume later appeared in 
a high-energy dance 
experience followed by 

many individual audi-
ence members jumping 
onto the stage to dance 
with the drums. 

When the audience 
was asked numerous 
times “Are you ready to 
go home?” There was a 
resounding response of 
“No!” 

The local music 
group Garifuna Jazz 
Ensemble, whose per-
formance set opened 
the evening, returned 
to the stage to jam with 
The Garifuna Collec-
tive for a finale set. The 
Jazz Ensemble’s saxo-
phone, piano, and elec-
tric violin joined  with 
the instrumentation of 
The Garifuna Collec-
tive elevated the energy 
level even higher, cre-
ating a transformative 
musical experience for 
all who listened or were 
dancing. 

For more informa-
tion, visit  www.flush-
ingtownhall.org .

Performers dazzle at Flushing Town Hall
Garifuna Collective attracts music lovers from across the borough with electric production

The Umalali singers participate in an informative workshop 
prior to their performance at Flushing Town Hall. 

Photo by Tequila Minsky

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coffee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and 
a Domestic Bottle Beer $5.00
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Oct. 27-Nov. 2, 2017

By Ed Canty

Trifecta
Across
1. "Graphic" opening
5. Air Force One VIP
9. No longer sick
14. Juicy tidbit?
15.  Baker-Charlie 

precursor
16.  Greek market 

of old
17.  1979 nuclear 

accident site
20. Northern forests
21. Dancing siblings
22.  "The Heartland 

Province"
25. Small batteries
26. Swim stroke
28.  One teaspoon, 

maybe
32. Arctic covering
37. Contradict
38.  "As Phony as a 

_______"
41. Booker of Newark
42. Spray cans
43. R.N.'s habitat
44. No longer cool
46. Bacon feature
47. Airport areas
53.  Data gatherers, 

for short
58. Actress Shirley
59.  Basketball 

violation
62. Fast breaker?
63.  Having all your 

marbles
64. Are you ___ out?
65. Gold of "Benson"
66. Bird house?
67. E-mailer's option

Down
1. "Likewise"
2. "___ Frome"
3. Like some raises
4. Alpha's opposite
5.  Cooking spray 

brand
6.  Credit for driving 

people home?
7.  Ex-governor 

Grasso
8. School board?
9. Spanish houses
10.  Good fruit with 

a bad name?
11. Arena sound
12. Crossword bird
13. Hires competition
18.  Ring bearer, 

maybe
19.  Emphatic type: 

Abbr.

23. Applied frosting
24.  After-dinner 

sandwich?
27. Book of maps
28. Ball girls?
29.  A hodgepodge 

Collection
30.  Place for a 

catnap?
31. Slender fish
32.  "The Seven  

Year ___"
33. Ah follower
34. Acts human?
35.  Fall through the 

cracks?
36. "Yo!"
37.  Pal, rapper-

style
39. "___ we forget"
40. "Code" lead-in

44.  Bridge 
declaration

45.  Give one's 
word

46. Afire
48. Alert color?
49.  Yankee great 

Roger
50.  Carry ___  

(sing on pitch)
51. :
52.  Mortimer the 

dummy
53. Bud holder
54. Asian language
55. "Fine" follower
56. Caddie's bagful
57.  Bad mark?
60. "___ moment"
61.  Maiden 

designation?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

PLAY ON WORDS
M A M B A E A S E S P Y
A D I O S S K I M S U R I
D E T E S T P I L O T B A N
E N T R E E N O T A B L Y

S T E W E I R E
B A R S T O O D R O T C
A G E D H O N E S W I R L
R O P E E S S S T O A
B R O N C R E E F E B O N

A R I L S T R I P E N D
T R A P T R I M

T W O S O M E S L A C K S
S R I P R E D A T E L I N E
P A N S C R A M U T T E R
A Y E H E M P P A Y E E

FILM

Universal Hip Hop Museum 
presents UHHM Cares — 
UHHM Cares is a wellness forum 
about the impact that mental 
disorders have on communities 
of color. The evening begins 
with a screening of “Boxed In,” 
a fi lm by Tasha Smith about a 
black man in New York City who 

struggles with bipolar disorder 
while his girlfriend and mother 
learn to cope with his struggle. 
The screening will be followed 
by a discussion including 
author Shanti Das (founder of 
“Silence the Shame”), radio 
talk show host Dr. Lajoyce 
Brookshire, clinical social 
worker Dr. Alicia T. Henderson, 
and Dr. Michele T. Reed.
When: Friday, Oct. 27, at 7 p.m.

Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Bayside Historical Society 
16th Annual Totten Trot 5K 
Halloween Hustle — Join 
Bayside Historical Society 
for a 5K at the beautiful 
waterfront course in and 
around historic Fort Totten 
Park. Cash prizes will be given 
for overall winners; goody 
bags, raffl es, and post-race 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

www.thedouglastonmanor.com

718-224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. 

Marathon Pkwy, 
Douglaston, NY 11363

              @Douglaston_Manor
              @Douglaston Manor
            or The Douglaston Manor

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER 
WEDDING VENUE

Bride and Groom
Showcase

Friday, November 3, 2017
6:30pm–9:30pm

Dress for the occasion......complimentary 
engagement photos from NY Photo 

& Video Group

Come enjoy our Chef’s special cuisine 
with complimentry unlimited wine, beer 

and soda

Upon signing a contract that evening, 
get your choice of Free Ceremony or 
Free Viennese Table ($2,000 Value)

All banquet rooms will be stages with 
full Wedding linens and new Chiavari chairs

$10 per person with full refund 
when you sign contract

Reservations required so please reserve 
early as availability is limited

Continued on Page 43
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BY MERLE EXIT                                                                     

Traditional African 
Art: The Liren Wei Col-
lection opened at the 
QCC Art Gallery Oct. 18 
and is running through 
Nov. 30. 

Objects featured in 
the exhibit originating 
from West African sa-
vannah to the forests 
of the Congo Basin are 
certainly not ordinary, 
according to Wei. 

Wei, a practicing CPA 
and long-time friend of 
the QCC Art Gallery, 
said that he has a passion 
for African art. 

“It’s a journey that I 
started back in the mid-
‘80s after I dropped out of 
medical school,” he said. 
“Hanging around Soho, 
I came across this Afri-
can art which I had never 
seen before.  I had found 
it to be a natural and ba-
sic art form that talks to 
the human soul.  This is 
my personal collection.”  

The collection dis-
plays items such as 
large, poly-chromed 
Bozo puppets depicting 
whimsical antelopes, 
crocodiles and people. 
Some of the delicate 
sculptures on display 
are made from wood, 

metals, stone and ivo-
ry adorned with horns, 
beads, shells, terra-
cotta, cloth, feathers, 
quills, fibers, leaves 
and roots. And some 
objects, such as an-
cient Bamana Komo 
and Kono masks, are 
meant to convey sacri-
ficial themes centering 
on the rituals of secret 
initiation societies for 
men.

Wei said that although 
we view these pieces as 
“art,” in the native Af-
rican culture they all 
serve some sort of a pur-
pose such as a funeral or 
festivity.

“Every area of Africa 
has its own distinctive 
look and feel,” he said. 
“Once you get to know 
African art, you can tell 
where the piece came 
from.”

One piece that Wei 
has an attachment to is a 
bronze ceremonial object 
from Cameroon which 
he had purchased from 
what would be the king 
of a village.

Art connoisseurs Dr.  
Pat Imperato and Leon-
ard Kahan are the cura-
tors for the exhibit.

“Dr. Imperato spent 
time in Africa as a doc-

tor and has a passion for 
art and is known to be an 
expert in this area,” said 
Wei, while Kahan used 
to have an African art 
gallery before he retired 
and is also considered an 

expert in this area.
Faustino Quintanilla, 

the executive director of 
the QCC Art Gallery, is 
thrilled to have Wei’s 
“impressive” collection 
on display.

“This substantial 
exhibit is important for 
our students and other 
visitors to experience 
because African art has 
great significance, in 
particular the  African 
masks which reflect the 
many universal expres-
sions and complexities of 
human nature,” Quinta-
nilla said.

A second exhibit 
opened the same day. 
“Carving Life: Walrus 
Ivory Carvings from the 
Bering Sea,” displays 
intricate sculptures of 
animals, everyday life 
scenes, spiritual ideas 
and abstract concepts. 

The display is run-
ning through Jan. 17 and 
is curated by Imperato, 
the collector, artist and 
author. She will be shar-
ing her expertise of the 
Alaskan Inuit history 
and art as well as her 
personal encounters 
with many of the carvers 
of this collection. 

Among the carvings 
on display you will find 
a hunter in a kayak, an-
other leading a dog sled 
team, and another with 
his harpoon poised for a 
strike. 

There are carvings 
that depict women en-

gaged in seal skin cut-
ting and stretching as 
well as berry picking, 
which express the more 
domestic side of a life.

Two particular pieces 
of note are a sculpture 
of an emaciated women 
embraced by a seal and 
the sculpture of a hunter 
with a seal embedded 
in its midsection. Both 
serve as powerful ex-
amples of the relation-
ship that exists between 
the animals that provide 
nourishment and those 
who are nourished by 
them. 

Imperato said that 
her meetings with native 
carvers, “have enriched 
and enlightened me with 
a deeper understanding 
of their culture.”

“Their carvings 
have heightened my 
appreciation of their 
artistic expression 
and individual styles,” 
she said. “I hope that 
when we admire their 
carvings, we will un-
derstand not only their 
history and their pres-
ent struggle, but more 
importantly, the con-
nection we all share. 
This will spur all of us 
to work together for the 
benefit of humankind.” 

West African art the focus of QCC Art Gallery

breakfast for all participants. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 29, from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m.
Where: 208 Totten Ave.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1548

Rummage Sale — Stop by 
St. Josephat’s Church for a 
rummage sale. Donations 
including clothing, glasses, 
kitchen items, toys, linens, 
etc., will be accepted.
When: Sunday, Oct. 29, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: St. Josephat’s Church, 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 482-0295

Fall Food Festival — Event 
includes unlimited tastings, 
desserts and soft drinks. Open 
to the community. Limited 
seating available. 
When: Sunday, Nov. 5, from 
2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. (RSVP 
before Monday, Oct. 30)
Where: St. Kevin Church, 
Flushing

Continued from Page 42 

Arts

Traditional African Art: The Liren Wei Collection is running 
through Nov. 30 at the Queensborough Community College 
Art Gallery.  Photo courtesy of Queensborough Community 

College Art Gallery

Movies Under the Stars: 
Ghostbusters — Unemployed 
parapsychologists devise a system 
for neutralizing ghosts when New 
York City comes under attack from 
supernatural demons.
When: Friday, Oct. 27 from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m.
Where: Lost Battalion Hall Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: Hocus 
Pocus — After three centuries, three 
witch sisters are resurrected in 
Salem, Massachusetts on Halloween 
night, and it is up to two teenagers, 
a young girl, and an immortal cat to 
put an end to their reign of terror 
once and for all.
When: Saturday, Oct. 28, from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.
Where: Athens Square
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370 

Dawn of the Dead — Following an ever-
growing epidemic of zombies that have 

risen from the dead, two Philadelphia 
S.W.A.T. team members, a traffi c 
reporter, and his television executive 
girlfriend seek refuge in a secluded 
shopping mall.
When: Saturday, Oct. 28, at 4 p.m. and 7 
p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 29, at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving Image, 
36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Haunted Lantern Tours — Join the 
Urban Park Rangers on an outdoor, 
haunted tour of the historic Water 
Battery at Fort Totten Park. Please 
be in line on Shore Road by 8 p.m. 
for guaranteed admittance.
When: Friday, Oct. 27, and Saturday, 
Oct. 28, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Water Battery Gate
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Cost: Free

Halloween Harvest Festival — Join 
Socrates Sculpture Park for spooky 
costume-and art-making with 
Socrates artists, fantastical face-

painting with Agostino Arts, and 
add your mementos and relics to 
ancestral altars set up throughout 
the landscape. Urban Shaman Mama 
Donna will be offering harvest 
animal blessings for your pets, and 
if your pooch is in costume you can 
participate in a Socrates tradition – 
our annual Canine Costume Contest 
with fun prizes and local judges, 
including Château le Woof.
When: Saturday, Oct. 28, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

ACC Pet Adoptions — ACC will be at 
the Big Six Towers Annual Pumpkin 
Patch Fall Festival and Flea Market 
with great animals looking for loving 
homes. Animal Care Centers of NYC 
adoptions include vaccinations, 
spay/neuter, a pre-registered 
microchip, an identifi cation tag, a 
collar and a certifi cate for a free 
initial exam at a participating 
veterinarian. For more information, 
visit  www.nycacc.org .

When: Saturday, Oct. 28, from 12 p.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Where: 59-40 Queens Blvd.
Contact: (212) 788-4000

Halloween Festival — Stop 
by for a free day of spooky 
family fun. Highlights include 
live entertainment, infl atables, 
interactive games, a hay ride, a 
hay maze/pumpkin patch, costume 
contests, and free goodie bags.
When: Saturday, Oct. 28, from 12 p.m. 
to 3 p.m.
Where: Parade Grounds
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Halloween Party — Stop by for 
a day of Halloween-themed fun. 
Activities include crafts,  games, 
music, giveaways, Transformation 
Face Painting with Agostino Arts, 
and more. Stay for a movie night at 
dusk for a screening of Hocus Pocus.
When: Saturday, Oct. 28, at 1 p.m.
Where: Athens Square
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Cost: Free
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You will discover 
mysteries around every 
corner at The Paper Fac-
tory Hotel, located at 37-
06 26th St. in Long Island 
City, where the 24-hour 
extravaganza — begin-
ning at 9 p.m. Saturday 
and running through 9 
p.m. Sunday — will be 
held. 

Designed as a home 
away from home for 
artists and musicians 
alike, the modern-indus-
trial boutique hotel has 
teamed up with House of 
Yes and ZERO to develop 
the concept.

“This collaboration 
came about through my 
passion and dedication 
to the artist and music 
communities. This is not 
a new concept but the big-
gest one yet and the next 
big event will be the New 
Year’s Eve celebration,” 
said Gal Sela, the hotel’s 
owner.

Described as “a grand 
convergence of panthe-
istic power, a gathering 
of grotesque opulence 
and eternal extrava-

gance,” City of Gods 
will feature multiple in-
door and outdoor stages 
spread throughout the 
hotel’s many floors, and 
organizers welcome you 
to celebrate all deities, 
demigods and demons, 
gods and goddesses, 
creatures of creation and 
those devoted to hedo-
nism beyond the human 
realm.

Brooklyn promoters 
ZERO organize large-
scale themed events with 
high production values 
and spacious venues.

Dedicated to enter-
tainment and experience 
design, House of Yes spe-
cializes in interactive 
theatrics, aerial circus 
spectacles, innovative 
nightlife and exemplary 
service. Their in-house 
creative team has years 
of experience bringing 
concepts to completion 
multiple times a week, 
producing unique eve-
nings with a fusion of 
themes, food, design, 
music, performance and 
audience interaction.

Though organizers 
are not revealing per-
formers’ names, they’re 
promising a musical and 

artistic line-up of acts by 
over 40 international art-
ists, all weekend long.

As you explore the 
city’s spaces, you and 
other partygoers will be 
entertained by aerialists, 
a “chamber of blood,” se-
ductive shrines, altars, 
as well as staged sacrific-
es, offerings and ritual 
performances.

And when you first 
enter, you’ll hear a 
haunting mystery intro 
by a mystery artist.

With immersive expe-
riences, local artists on 
display, a menu prepared 
by the hotel’s famed Lilly 
Valley restaurant, offer-
ing sumptuous spooky-
licious morsels, this will 
surely be a Halloween to 
remember.

But you can’t be part 
of that strange dimen-
sion unless you morph 
into something weird, 
fabulous, and/or funky. 
Costumes are required 
for entry.

City of Gods will be 
open on Sunday, all day, 
for sunrise chasers and 
daytime revelers.

On Sunday, organiz-
ers are offering you pla-
ya vibes and music from 
their favorite camps, all 
day long. Enjoy yoga, 
sound healing, fresh 
fruit, and more. Brunch 
will be available for pur-
chase. 

To the ancient Celt, 
the world was a magical, 
unpredictable place, pre-

sided over by supernatu-
ral elements and unseen 
forces. And the gods and 
goddesses of pre-Chris-
tian Celtic peoples were 
a big part of nature, holi-
day rituals, and every-
day life.

While the ancient 
Celts never knew when 
they might be in the pres-
ence of a deity or nature 
spirit, they approached 
tasks with a reverence 
and ritual born of the 
need to pacify local gods, 
and to avoid being cap-
tured by faeries. Hallow-
een revelers entering the 
City of Gods, may find 
that resident deities are 
usually quite friendly, 
and getting captured by 
mystical beings could be 
lots of fun.

While Saturday tick-
ets are already sold out, 
you can still get tickets 
for Sunday for $50. If you 
have a Saturday ticket, it 
is valid through Sunday 
as well, as that’s a 24-
hour ticket.

Service packages and 
room reservations at The 
Paper Factory Hotel are 
available upon request. 
Please inquire at cityof-
gods@houseofyes.org.

Continued from Page 39 

CITY OF GOD

Long Island City’s Paper Factory Hotel has teamed up with House of Yes and ZERO to develop a 
new level of Halloween experience called City of Gods.  Photo courtesy of Jacqui Rabkin

This program is made possible (in part) by the Queens Council on 
the Arts with public funds from the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council & funds from 
the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New York 
State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature and administered by the Queens Council on the Arts.”

Theatre By The Bay presents

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! $20 - $22
theatrebythebayny.com or phone 718 428-6363

1300 209th Street Bayside, NY 11360

Sat. Nov. 4, 11, & 18 at 8pm
Sun. Nov. 5, 12, 19 at 3pm

W W W . J I M M Y S B A Y S I D E . C O M

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

NOW SERVING

LUNCH
FREE DELIVERY  $25 minimum

Soup: $495 : $795 and up

: $795 : $995

 
$1295 and up. Includes Pasta or Salad

Jimmy’s Trattoria
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THE DOUGLASTON MANOR

 Join Us At 
The Douglaston Manor, November 23, 2017

Reservations taken for 1pm- 5pm

THE PILGRAM’S HARVEST TABLE 
VEGETABLES: Mushrooms, Artichokes, Roast Peppers, Bruschetta, Olives 

CHEESES: Fresh Mozzarella, Fontina, Provolone, Parmigiano 
CURED MEATS: Prosciutto, Soppressata, Dried Sausage 

SALADS: 3 Bean, Fusilli Salad, Roasted Beets, Tomato-Basil

CARVING STATION 
ROAST PRIME RIB: Rosemary Au Jus 

SMOKED COUNTRY HAM: Honey Glazed

HOT BUFFET 
SLOW ROASTED TURKEY: Sage Gravy, Chestnut Stuffi ng, Fresh Cranberry Sauce 

HERB ROASED PORK: Apple Cider, Thyme, Roasted, Shallots 
BAKED FILET OF SOLE: Crabmeat Stuffi ng, Citrus Basil Sauce 

SMASHED SWEET POTATOES: Caramelized Onions 
HERB ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH 

TORTELLINI PANNA: Peas, Pecorino

MASHED POTATO BAR 
YUKON GOLD MASHED, Sweet Onions & Fixins  

Sour Cream / Bacon / Cheddar / Gravy

DOUGLASTON MANOR VIENNESE TABLE 
Pumpkin Pie / Apple Pie / Tarts / Cakes / Canolli’s Cookies / Pastries / 

Fresh Fruit / Chocolate Fondue

Happy Thanksgiving!
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BY MERLE EXIT

After Royal Star Theatre pro-
duced the dramatic musical, “Little 
Women,” in the spring, they wanted 
to switch gears and do a lighthearted 
musical comedy for the fall. There 
were several options under consider-
ation, but the choice was an easy one 
to make.

“Since our fall production goes up 
during Halloween week, what is a bet-
ter show to do than Young Franken-
stein,” said Maryellen Pierce of the 
Mel Brooks production.

Pierce, the director of Young Fran-
kenstein and Royal Star Theatre’s di-
rector of artistic development, direct-
ed her first production back in 2015, 
which was a Musical Revue. It is now 
2017 and she had not yet directed a 
full-length musical for the group that 
she helped start.  

“I like directing musicals, but love 
directing musical comedies with lots 
of dancing. It was a perfect match,” 
Pierce said.

After Pierce signed on to direct, 
it was time to pick the rest of the cre-
ative team and cast. Pierce said she is 
happy to be working again with Paul 
L. Johnson for musical direction and 
her co-choreographer, Amanda Mon-
toni. 

After auditioning 43 people, the cre-

ative team picked a cast of 25 that rang-
es in age from early 20s to early 70s.

Leading the cast in the part of 
Frederick Frankenstein is Gio Ma-
rine, who Pierce said not only has a 
good voice, but great facial expres-
sions and good comic timing.

Pierce had nothing but praise to of-
fer the rest of the cast. 

“Playing his mad-cap fiancée is a 
wonderful musical comedy performer 
and veteran of community theater, 
Amanda Doria.  Stephanie Sands 
(Inga) won me over at auditions with 
her singing and dancing,” Pierce 
said. 

“The part of Frau Blucher is being 
played by Donna Falzon, who not only 
makes you laugh and frighten you, 
but blow your wig off with her voice. 
One of the newcomers to the group 
is Michael Park who is an impish de-
light as a song and dance man, Igor 
(pronounced Eye-gor). The creature 
or monster is in real life the gentle 
giant, Joe Marchione.  Joe not only 
grunts in the show, but sings, too.”  

Pierce said that not only is she 
happy to direct this show, but to work 
with so many talented people.

“It was no problem casting not just 
the leads, but all of the supporting 
roles, as well,” she said. 

For tickets and more information 
call (718) 428-8681

Mel Brooks classic comes to Royal Star Theatre

Young Frankenstein is coming to the Royal Star Theatre in November. Courtesy of Royal Star Theatre

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and 
more than 50 vendor booths 
showcasing a variety of facilities, 
products and services such 
as assisted living, home care, 
pooled trusts, legal advice, 
insurance, elder care options, 
community wellness initiatives, 
and more. 

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2017

October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

S P O N S O R S

The Allure Group

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call Walk-ins welcome
FREE Valet Parking
FREE Gift to the fi rst 400 attendees

10:30 am
Medicaid & Medicare planning, 
asset protection and trusts

11:30 am
Understanding managed long term care 

12:30 pm
What to do now to protect your family’s 
assets later

1:30 pm
Memory loss in seniors and the elderly

2:30 pm 
Understanding managed long term care

   Seminars will fi ll up.
   Reserve your spots now 
   at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

This Sunday!
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 

(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 

(917) 388-2341 

www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 

Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 

www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 

off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn

(718) 748-8855

www.bayridgemanor.com

CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 

www.celebrate-snug.com  

events@celebrate-snug.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344

158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344

1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344

1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344

www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/

StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island

(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 

(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com

HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 

(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 

(718) 332-8494

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 

Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 

www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352 

www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11209

(718) 833-6666 

www.pearlroombklyn.com

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029

(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 

(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net

SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY

(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 

(718) 592-5000

www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 

Staten Island, NY

(718) 447-0800 

www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106

danielles@bronxdesign.com

UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 

(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 

(718) 998-7060 or

(800) 566–8380 

www.fl oralfantasyny.com

FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY

(347) 724-7044 

(718) 526-3725

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 

(800) 543-6797 or 

(718) 238–3838 

www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 

(800) 447-6730 or 

(718) 338-3600

www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273

2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 

(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike

Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 

www.nyphotovideogroup.com

info@nyphotovideogroup.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 

(516) 690–1320

www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 

(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229

(917) 444-3043 

EliteWeightLossNY.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn

(718) 339-7878

 www.josephlichterdds.co

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn

(718) 376-8656 

www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks

960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

(718) 438-0067 

www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088

www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458

277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602

(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Sports

BY MERLE EXIT

The signature of Lucille 
Kyvallos was unveiled at the 
basketball court of Queens 
College’s Fitzgerald Gym-
nasium Oct. 14. The unveil-
ing was a long time coming 
and finally came to fruition 
after several years.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz was on hand 
during the ceremony to is-
sue a proclamation, which 
read:

“Whereas, as part of its 
celebration of its 80 years 
of service, Queens college 
is dedicating its basketball 
court in honor of Lucille 
Kyvallos, who coached the 
Queens College women’s 
basketball team from 1969 
to 1979 and from 1980 to 
1981 and who led the U.S. 
women’s national basket-
ball team to a silver medal 
at the World Games in Bul-
garia in 1977.”

“The World’s Borough, 
is extremely proud of the 
achievements of Lucille Ky-
vallos and warmly congrat-
ulates her as she receives 
the honor of having the 
Queens College basketball 
court be dedicated in her 
name.”

Additionally, Katz de-
clared Oct. 14, 2017 as Lu-
cille Kyvallos Day.

Once inside the gymna-
sium’s basketball court, 
various speakers came to 
the podium to honor Ky-
vallos. Cathy Andruzzi, 
chairperson of the Lucille 
Kyvallos Court Committee, 
introduced the speakers.

Eileen Mentone talk-
ed about the early years 
around 1967. Barbara Ric-
cardi focused on the ‘72-
73 Championship Final 
Memory. Sharon Manning 
Beverly spoke about the 
final years as she became 
a coach. Queens College 
alumni Sherry Fitelson, al-
though not a speaker, was a 
force on the committee as 
well. 

Dr. China Jude, Assis-
tant VP and athletics direc-
tor, spoke alongside Queens 
College President Felix V. 
Matos Rodriguez and issued 
a second proclamation. 

“In gratitude to Lucille 
Kyvallos, legendary QC 
basketball coach, women’s 
basketball pioneer, mem-
ber of the New York City 
Basketball Hall of Fame, 
and Queens College Hall 
of Fame, for her generous 
support of and dedication, 
and the foresight, dedica-
tion and leadership of Lu-
cille Kyvallos brought QC 
women’s basketball into 

Lucille Kyvallos celebrates the unveiling of her name on the Queens 
College basketball court. Photo by Merle Exit

BY ROBERT COLE

In a game that would al-
low one team to maintain 
their position among the top 
teams in the PSAL Bowl Con-
ference, the Eagle Academy 
III football squad soared to a 
28-0 victory over the Frank 
J. Macchiarola Sharks at 
Springfield Gardens Field.  

Playing before a home-
coming crowd that included 
alumni from the school’s 
first graduating class, the 
Eagles played inspired foot-
ball, giving their fan a home-
coming to remember.  The 
victory introduced Eagle 
III, last year’s Cup Division 
Champs, as a factor in this 
year’s Bowl Conference. 

“Today’s game was very 
important to us,” head coach 
Kevin Williams said. “We 
wanted to make sure that we 
kept pace with the top teams 
like Lehman and Bayside.”

The Eagles’ offense would 
break down the Sharks’ de-
fense with their passing 
game early. Quarterback 
Dean Parham connected 
with wide receiver, Lam-
ont Goodwine for a 95-yard 
touchdown, which gave the 
Eagles a 6-0 lead. 

The Sharks threatened to 
score at the end of the half, 
but Parham recorded an in-
terception on the final play 
of the second quarter to keep 
the Eagles’ 6-0 lead intact.

Quarterback Gary New-
man continued his team’s 
hot passing in the second 
half.

After having a 40-yard 
touchdown called back due 
to an offensive holding call, 
Newman would not be de-
terred. He found Angel Vega 
open on a short route and 
Vega broke away from the 
defense for an 85-yard touch-
down score. The Eagles’ con-
verted the two-point attempt 
to take a 14-0 lead.

Newman connected with 
Vega again for his second 

touchdown pass of the game 
for a 30-yard score to in-
crease the Eagles’ lead 22-0.  

Defensively, Newman con-
tributed to the Eagles’ final 
score in the fourth quarter, 
when he sacked the Sharks’ 
quarterback, which caused 
a fumble that was recovered 
by Junius Key. Following 
the turnover, Newman broke 
free for a 65-yard touchdown 
run to boost the Eagles’ lead 
to 28-0, which would prove to 
be the final score.  

Newman recorded 115 
passing yards and two 
touchdowns, and tallied 145 
yards and a touchdown on 
the ground.

“I had my alumni back 
and it was homecoming, so I 
just knew I had to put on a 
show, get the crowd into the 
game and get the win,” New-

man said. “A win like this 
shows that we bang with the 
big boys as we get ready for 
the playoffs.”

With the victory in hand, 
the Eagles will turn their 
focus to the final two games 
of the regular season, with 
hopes of making the play-
offs.

OTHER SCORES

Jamaica 24, John Ad-
ams 6: Jamaica used a 
16-point third quarter to 
earn its first win of the sea-
son, taking care of business 
at home against John Adams 
in a 24-6 victory. Jamaica 
took an 8-0 lead into half-
time before scoring two more 
touchdowns in the third. 
John Adams  put six points 

Dean Parham breaks free and heads up the field during a PSAL bowl 
game between Frank J. Macchiarola Educational Complex and Eagle III 
Academy in Springfield Gardens.     Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 54Continued on Page 53

Kyvallos signature 
unveiled on QC court

Eagles soar to victory
Academy blanks Sharks 28-0 in Springfi eld Gardens



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 27–NOV. 2, 201752    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

NYCFC comes to Queens
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

In the parking lot outside Citi Field, the New York City Football Club staged a fan festival 
with dance music, face painting and a stop-and-repeat banner complete with cardboard 
cutouts of team stars Maxi Moralez and David Villa ready for cellphone photos. 

Everyone gets three tries to put the ball into  
one of the four corners of the goal.

Because the Yankees were still playing post-season baseball, the professional soccer 
club, which calls Yankee Stadium home, had to move the final game of the season to Citi 
Field.

Season ticket holders stood in line for nearly half an hour to 
get a special patch created just for the team’s first game at 
Citi Field, a No. 7 train with the NYCFC logo. 

The right field bleachers are reserved for the Third Rail 
Club, the most-dedicated boosters who organized them-
selves three years ago when the club was founded.

The starting 11 for the New York City soccer team plus a young fan — who is the designated 
mascot  — pose for the traditional pre-game group portrait.  

Ethan White of the New York City club is escorted onto the 
field by two youngsters — a soccer tradition since the 1990s. 
The kids are usually selected from local soccer leagues. 

Maxi Morales is all alone in the corner 
and heads toward the net.
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the national spotlight and contin-
ues to inspire our current and fu-
ture athletes, now therefore, let it 
be known that the basketball court 
in the Fitzgerald Gym shall from 
this day forward be known as the 
Lucille Kyvallos Court,” the procla-
mation read.

After the speeches, Kyvallos re-
ceived special gifts from each of the 
speakers.

The early years teams presented 
her with tickets to Tapestry; 1972-
73 team put together a picture al-
bum of all her teams and pages for 
guests to sign and express their sen-
timents. Three mounted pictures of 
her in various activities were given 
by the 1973-74 team to place on her 
desk. The later years group came 
across with a beautiful bouquet of 
13 roses with one white rose and a 
bottle of Champagne.   

The signature was then revealed 
as everyone reveled. 

“I’m overwhelmed with this trib-

ute to my past and I’m very happy 
to see my signature,” Kyvallos said. 
“It is a major honor to be the first 
woman in the city that had a basket-
ball court named for her. It is really 
monumental to me.” 

Former player Gail Marquis 
pretty much summed it all up.  

“Seeing Lucille Kyvallos and her 
heart-felt thanks and appreciation 
at the dedication ceremony of the 
basketball court that now bears her 
name, was so uplifting and reward-
ing for me,” Marquis said. “I think 
I speak for many of my teammates, 
managers, friends and admirers in 
attendance, the court dedication is 
a small token of thanks for all that 
Lucille Kyvallos has provided to the 
game of basketball,” she added.

“It is a realization that she was 
ahead of her time in training and 
attitude of web in basketball, sports 
and life. She allowed us to be vul-
nerable and challenge ourselves. 
Similar to the bravery of a Billie 
Jean King, Lucille Kyvallos said 
it was OK to be strong, aggressive, 
fight for a victory and still be a lady 
when it was over. As women, we 
could be both. No limits.”

Continued from Page 51 

Kyvallos

Contact the sports desk: 

718-260-4539 • zgewelb@cnglocal.com

Mets make right choice with Callaway

Well, this was certainly a 
surprise. The Mets agreed to 
terms with former Cleveland 
Indians pitching coach Mickey 
Callaway to become the club’s 
21st manager.

Callaway’s reputation had 
gone nothing but up since team-
ing up with manager Terry 
Franconca in Cleveland follow-
ing the 2012 season, but his hir-
ing came out of left field, as he 
was not connected to the Mets 
in any way before he had agreed 
to terms. But Callaway made 
a strong first impression dur-
ing his interview with the club, 
making the decision to hire him 
an easy one for the Mets.

“Throughout this diligent 
process of speaking to a number 
of candidates for our manager 
role, Mickey clearly in our eyes 
rose to the top with his success-
ful coaching track record, win-

ning and energetic attitude as 
well as strong communication 
skills with players and staff,” 
Mets General Manager Sandy 
Alderson said. “We look for-
ward to him guiding us back 
to the playoffs with a winning 
culture.”

Callaway was formally in-
troduced as the team’s manager 
Monday afternoon at Citi Field 
and it is clear he will bring a 
fresh, exciting voice to the lock-
er room. 

“We’re going to care more 
about these players than anyone 
ever has,” Callaway said at the 
press conference. “And we’re 
going to know they are human 
beings and individuals, and this 
is going to be a group that feels 
that every day we come to the 
clubhouse, and that is going to 
be our main concern.”

Callaway has shown he will 

care for his players. Now I’m not 
saying former manager Terry 
Collins didn’t care, but there 
were times during his tenure 
with the Mets when the players’ 
best interests weren’t always 
first. It doesn’t look like that will 
happen under Callaway. Things 
can change as he spends more 
time on the job, but it certanily 

seems Callaway has his players’ 
best interests at heart.

“We know they are human 
beings and their numbers or 
stats are going to be a byprod-
uct of how durable, prepared 
and aggressive they are, and 
that’s it. We’re not going to have 
expectations on numbers,” Cal-
laway said.

Callaway, a former Major 
League pitcher with the Devil 
Rays, Angels and Rangers from 
1999 to 2004, has received high 
praise as Francona’s pitch-
ing guru. He’s credited with 
straightening out the enigmatic 
Trevor Bauer and keeping Cy 
Young candidate Corey Kluber 

The Mets introduced Mickey Callaway as their 21st manager Monday afternoon at Citi Field. 
Courtesy of New York Mets

Zach 
Gewelb

Continued on Page 54
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

Order Tickets 
for Family & Friends: 

$90 per person,
table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   
      Check made payable to: TimesLedger Newspapers

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361  

 

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
November 9th

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza HotelDiego Salazar

Svea Schneider
Liu Tee Shu
Orlando Tabon
Peter Tu
Monika Wroblewski
Margaret Yang
Marlene Tseng Yu
Jorge Munoz Zapata

HONOREES
Sandy Arias

Carlos Humberto 
Cardona

Narbada Chhetri

Rev. Theodor 
Damian

Branka Duknic

Nadine Grigsby

Elaine Kim

Pap Koudjo
Tahl Leibovitz
Yeou-Cheng Ma
Rita Maruca
Meera Nair
Uday Patil
Annette Runcie
Elsie Saint Louis
Parker Sarabjeet

on the board in the fourth, 
but it was too little, too late 
as Jamaica secured the vic-
tory. Quarterback Kristoff 
Blackman led the Jamaica 
offense, completing 13 of 21 
passes for 159 yards and one 
touchdown. Lavar Lancaster 
had a big day on the ground, 
rushing for 120 yards and 
a touchdown on 14 carries. 
Joseph Alvarado scored the 
lone touchdown for John Ad-
ams, finding the end zone on 
a 28-yard run. 

McKee/Staten Island 
Tech 24, Springfield Gar-
dens 22: A 14-point fourth 
quarter was not enough to 
complete the comeback, as 
the Golden Eagles fell to 
McKee/Staten Island in a 
closely contested match. 
The Seagulls took a 16-0 
lead in the first before 
Springfield Gardens got on 
the board with eight points 
in the second quarter. With 
the Seagulls up 16-8, nei-
ther team scored in the 
third quarter. The Golden 
Eagles scored 14 points in 
the fourth, but the Seagulls 

added eight of their own to 
secure the 24-22 victory.  
Christian Judge completed 
three passes for 70 yards 
and a touchdown and Se-
nai Haywood recorded 130 
yards on the ground, in-
cluding an 86-yard touch-
down. 

Fort Hamilton 26, 
Flushing Campus 18: Flush-
ing Campus put six points on 
the board in each of the first, 
third and fourth quarters, 
but it wasn’t enough to de-
feat Fort Hamilton. Quarter-
back Corey Burke completed 

11 of 22 passes for 184 yards 
and two touchdowns, while 
running back Aaron John-
son ran for 109 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Archbishop Stepinac 
28, Christ the King 7: The 
Royals’ struggles continued 
in their loss to Archbishop 
Stepinac. The Crusaders 
built a 28-0 while holding 
Christ the King scoreless 
through the first three quar-
ters. The Royals found the 
end zone in the fourth quar-
ter on a two-yard run from 
Tirek Murphy. 

Continued from Page 51 

Football

Gary Newman attempts to run around a defender. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

on top of his game. 
Before the 2017 season 

started, the Mets’ rotation — 
along with Cleveland’s — was 
considered to be one of the best 
in baseball. Injuries and inef-
ficiency haunted New York, 
while Callaway guided The 
Tribe’s staff to a league-best 
3.30 ERA. Callaway knows 
how to handle a pitching staff 
and is perfectly suited to work 
with the Mets’ young arms.

“The team itself, the pitch-
ing is something that can be 
some of the greatest guys on 
the planet,” Callaway said.

Now it’s up to him to turn 
all of that talent into sustained 
success. It won’t be easy, but 

Callaway has the pedigree to 
make it work.

“I think his commitment 
to collaboration, and I say that 
not just with a view toward 
the front office, but the coach-
ing staff as well, sort of that 
vertical and horizontal level 
of collaboration that I think 
will be important,” Alderson 
said. “We want to get the best 
we can out of our coaching 
staff, we want to get the best 
we can out of our players, 
communication, rapport, em-
pathy, all those things that 
make a personal connection 
are what sustain a team over 
162 games.”

Callaway has the confi-
dence of the front office and 
nailed his first interview as 
the club’s manager. Now, it’s up 
to him to guide the Mets back 
to the playoffs.

Continued from Page 53 

Callaway
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longstanding issues like trans-
portation and economic devel-
opment and likeability and if 
something good comes out of 
something bad, at least the city 
began to pay attention to a lot 
of the issues we had. It’s great 
that tens of thousands of more 
people have discovered one of 
the city’s hottest destinations 

in the summertime, but I think 
we have an obligation to help 
the local economy in the winter 
when the beach is not draw-
ing those tens of thousands of 
people.”

Addabbo believes the city 
was forced to make invest-
ments on the peninsula like the 
boardwalk and the NYC Ferry 
route.

“It was long overdue and 
we’ve often felt neglected at 
times, but the city had to do 

something after the photos 
of Breezy Point burning to 
the ground were seen around 
the world,” Addabbo said. “It 
spurred economic growth out 
of all that destruction. Now 
we’ve got the best momentum 
we’ve had in decades, maybe 
ever!”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The Rockaways have seen 
an economic boom with a newly 
restored boardwalk bringing 
foot traffic to local businesses 
on the peninsula, and, accord-
ing to Ulrich, newly launched 
ferry service has drawn people 
in from across the city to enjoy 
the beaches.

The current city subsidized 
ferry service was inspired by the 
popularity of a temporary Rock-
away ferry, which was launched 

directly in the wake of Sandy to 
make up for the impact the storm 
had on the rail service.

But Ulrich is skeptical that 
the current level of the Rock-
away ferry service is enough. 
He said it should be expanded 
and supplemented with bus ser-
vice expansion in order to get 
cars off the road.

“The ferry is heavily subsi-
dized... It’s a tremendous cost to 
the city and I think the verdict 
is still out as to whether or not 
this is getting people out of cars 
and creating a mode shift,” Ul-
rich said.

In order to expand rail ser-

vice, Ulrich is in favor of an op-
tion rarely discussed regarding 
the derelict tracks left behind by 
the Rockaway Beach branch of 
the LIRR, which was shut down 
in the early 1960s.

While park advocates are 
fighting to have the trestle, 
rusted and overgrown with 
trees and plants, turned into 
a park similar to the Highline 
in Manhattan, transit activists 
say the borough has enough 
greenspace as it is and the right-
of-way should be reclaim for 
a renewed demand for public 
transportation.

Ulrich believes the people 

of Queens can have the best of 
both worlds.

“Extending the Second Av-
enue subway to Brooklyn and 
allowing that to connect to the 
LIRR at Atlantic Avenue, using 
the existing line under Atlantic 
Avenue and then reactivating 
part of the Rockaway Beach 
rail line to take people to a con-
nection to the airport,” Ulrich 
said. “It would not require $300 
billion of capital investment... If 
that is the case, then I will also 
argue that they should also ex-
tend it from the airport to Rock-
away. I also think this would 
also be a very good compromise 

for people who want to see the 
QueensWay. They could have 
it north of Atlantic Avenue. 
People would not have to worry 
about a train going through 
their backyards in Forest Hills, 
Woodhaven and Kew Gardens 
where they don’t want the train 
reactivated. If they want the 
QueensWay, they can do it. But 
south of that where people want 
transit options, this is the way 
to do it.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Park), who represents the 
Rockaways.

De Blasio’s report confirms 
this. 

“Breezy had the worse 
damage because it had fire 
and flood, and 131 homes burnt 
down to the ground, and the 
bay and the ocean met,” said 
Ulrich. “The homes were low 
in elevation.” 

The other areas with sub-
stantial damage that were 
elevated, rebuilt or bought by 
the city in Queens were Rox-
bury, Edgemere and Arverne, 
according to the report. 

Areas with moderate dam-
age in Queens were Howard 
Beach, Belle Harbor, Rock-
away Park, and Far Rockaway-
Bayswater. 

Despite the program mak-
ing a lot of progress over the 
last year, Ulrich believes the 
mayor could have accom-
plished more a lot sooner.  

“Until very recently [Build 
It Back] wasn’t going at all,” 
Ulrich said. “What is more 
disturbing are the number of 
people who were removed from 
the program, kicked out of the 
program or people who gave up 
on the program and withdrew 
themselves.”

The initial number of ap-
plicants for Build It Back was 
20,000, he said.

“There were no bench-
marks, there were no perfor-
mance measures and there 
was no way to hold [contrac-
tors] accountable,” Ulrich said. 

Helping the homeowners 
who left Build It Back or were 
not eligible for the program 
was Rebuilding Together NYC, 
a non-profit that does home 
repairs for low-income hom-
eowners. 

“We focused on helping 
people who were not making 
it through the Build It Back 
program,” said Claire Holmes, 

a representative of Rebuilding 
Together.

They helped rebuild homes 
in the Rockaways. 

“The homes there are sur-
rounded on both sides by wa-
ter,” Holmes said. “The dam-
age was pretty severe.”

The small homes they 
worked on cost $5,000 in 
repairs, the bigger homes 
$100,000, and the overall aver-
age cost in repairs it faced was 
$25,000, according to Holmes. 

Rebuilding Together fixed 
those homes with volunteer 
contractors, Holmes said. 

Rebuilding Together uses 
vinyl plank flooring and pur-
ple board drywalls, which are 
water resistant. 

Gerard Romski, one of the 
contractors for the city who is 
rebuilding homes in Arverne, 
conceded Build It Back was 
bumpy at first, but also pointed 
out that the homes they were 
fixing were old and the regula-
tions for homes built today are 
more stringent.

“We needed to get individ-
ual wetland permits, which 
takes some time,” Romski said. 
“Every house is different and 
some of them were built in the 
1920s.”

The average age of homes 
elevated to comply with fed-
eral flood insurance regula-
tions was 81, the average age of 
homes rebuilt was 85, and the 
average age of homes repaired 
was 64, according to the city’s 
report. 

When those homes were 
built, there was no regula-
tions for building houses by 
wetlands or standard on home 
they should be built, according 
to Romski. 

The city is now using mod-
ular homes that can be built 
by stacking wood together, 
making the structures more 
stable, and are double boarded, 
according to Ulrich. 

“We have an obligation to 
make sure the people who need 
help get the help we promised 
to deliver to them,” he said. 

development changes as an up-
grade to the neighborhood.

In Breezy Point, some resi-
dents have taken advantage 
of the city’s Build it Back pro-
gram to raise homes in flood-
prone areas, anchoring founda-
tions with helical piles so they 
remain secure even if the sand 
underneath is washed away in 
another storm.

William Hughes’ home in 
Breezy Point is being lifted 
nine feet above its original 
foundation. Immediately after 
Sandy, the family of four lived 
with relatives in Brooklyn for 
six months while Hughes reno-
vated. He used $90,000 in in-
surance money to remodel the 
flooded home.

According to Hughes, 
FEMA officials inspected the 
house and estimated his reno-
vation costs at $63,000, when, 
in fact, he had spent $27,000 
more. “They weren’t giving me 
credit for what (renovations) I 
chose,” Hughes said. 

In order to qualify for 
Build it Back, he had to return 
$23,000 to FEMA. 

“I paid it back thinking it 
was well worth it to have my 
house raised,” Hughes said.

 He and his family rent a 
house down the block while 

waiting for their home’s com-
pletion. Build it Back has been 
paying the $2,380 monthly rent 
check since March.

Before agreeing to raise 
the home, FEMA inspectors 
told Hughes they would have 
to make changes to the struc-
ture’s layout, including the 
size of his son’s bedroom and 
the door location. “There’s 
a lot of wasted stuff they 
(FEMA) have to do to get your 
house to the way they want it 
— the code, I guess it is,” he 
said. 

Manuella Sullivan is also 
waiting to move back into her 
home near her four grandsons 
in Breezy Point. For the past 
16 months, she and her hus-

band have been living in Flor-
ida while Build it Back raised 
their house. Although she had 
hoped to move in this week, 
Sullivan’s’ move-in date was 
pushed back a week because 
the gas and electricity weren’t 
yet turned on. 

Although the couple has 
complaints, like others in the 
same situation, Sullivan said 
they are grateful for the help.

“Sixteen months seems 
like an awful long process to 
just raise the house when it 
was completely gutted in 10 
months,” Sullivan said.  “It 
is a very long, arduous pro-
cess, but the house will be 
raised, and it didn’t cost us 
any money.” 

Continued from Page 4 
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Build It Back
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Economy
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Transit

Breezy Point resident William Hughes is in the process of having his 
home raised and secured through Build it Back. “Sandy washed the sand 
out from underneath my foundation in one corner,” he says. “Now it can 
do that, and I won’t care — it can’t affect me.” Photo by William Hughes
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


