
BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

Uber ridership has nearly dou-
bled in Queens. 

The transportation app, which 
allows riders to order a cab with 

just the touch of a button, has seen 
significant growth in the borough, 
especially in transportation des-
erts like Bayside and Jamaica. 

According to Uber’s NY general 
manager, Sarfraz Maredia, weekly 

pickups in St. Albans alone rose 
from 1,870 in 2016 to 6,370 in 2017. 
Yellow cabs have historically not 
branched out of Manhattan and 
Uber has surpassed New York yel-
low cabs, with an average of 289,000 

rides a day compared to 277,000 taxi 
cab rides.

Areas removed from main-
stream public transit like South 
Jamaica, Laurelton, Springfield 
Garden, Rosedale, Bayside and 
Glendale have seen a large increase 
in ridership as well. Maredia said 
he believes the increase is due in 
part to reliability and affordabil-
ity. Yellow cabs traditionally have 
not catered to the outerboroughs 
and suburbs where there is high 
demand for rides with features like 
Uberpool, which allows customers 
to share a car with other passen-
gers for a decreased price, Uber is 
appealing to these once ignored 
passengers in areas in Queens 
where taxis are usually not willing 
to go. 

“Depending on where you live, 
there is a good chance that the area 
has historically been ignored by 
taxis” she said.  

 Half of Uber’s trips in New York 
now start outside of Manhattan, 
while more than 90 percent of the 
rides in traditional taxis start in 
Manhattan, according to Maredia.

Another factor she believes has 
led to the increase in ridership is 
the “first mile, last mile” compli-
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Three junior hot rodders rev up for the start of the Halloween Parade in Middle Village. The costume march through 
Juniper Valley Park drew more than 300 people.       Photo by Michael Shain 

LADIES, START YOUR ENGINES

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Community Board 7 held its 
monthly meeting and at the top of 
the agenda was a potential wind 
turbine on Bayside’s Fort Totten 
military base. 

FDNY officials shared their 
plans to construct a wind tur-
bine in the southeast portion of 
Fort Totten where the Fire De-
partment has a training facility. 
Board members were initially 
concerned the turbine would be 
too loud, but they were reassured 
it would make minimal noise and 
would be far away from any resi-
dential homes. 

The Fire Department officials 
said the turbine is experimen-
tal and would be the first to be 
installed on public land in the 
city. The turbine would require 
$460,000 in capital funding and 
the reason the FDNY needs com-
munity board approval is be-
cause  the height is over 40 feet. 
According to FDNY officials, the 
structure would be 160 feet tall.

“If this is approved, it would 
be the first wind turbine placed 

BY BILL PARRY

A Queens lawmaker is taking action against two 
quality-of-life issues in his district, prostitution and 
a lack of parking in the residential neighborhoods 
around LaGuardia Airport.

After hearing repeated complaints in recent 

Peralta seeks licenses 
for massage parlors

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Over the course of two 
weeks, 600 volunteers 
planted 18,000 salt-tolerant 
and flood-tolerant trees 
and shrubs at the Jamaica 
Bay Wildlife Refuge, which 
is a part of the Gateway 

National Recreation Area. 
The last tree was rooted in 
the ground Oct. 29, the fifth 
anniversary of Hurricane 
Sandy.

The collaborative vol-
unteer project, which took 
place at 175-10 Cross Bay 
Blvd. in Broad Channel, 

was the last leg of the three-
year restoration project to 
help the Sandy-damaged 
Jamaica Bay become more 
resilient to future storms, 
according to the Jamaica 
Bay-Rockaway Parks Con-
servancy, the National Park 
Service and The Nature 

Volunteers planted 18,000 trees at the 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge on the fifth 
anniversary of Hurricane Sandy. 

CB 7 weighs  
wind turbine
at Ft. Totten

Uber ridership rising in Queens
Transportation app surpasses New York yellow cabs as go-to option in borough

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

18,000 trees planted in Jamaica Bay
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Court restores LeFrak City polling sites
BY BILL PARRY

 
Lefrak City voters are 

getting almost all of their 
polling sites back in time 
for Election Day after an 
appellate court judge de-
nied an appeal by the city 
Board of Elections Wedne-
day for a stay on a lower 
court’s ruling last week. 

State Supreme Court 
Justice Erika Edwards is-
sued an order last Friday 
for the immediate reloca-
tion of the 15th, 16th, 17th, 
18th and 25th Election Dis-
tricts back to LeFrak City, 
reversing an action made 
by the Board of Elections 
that she deemed to be “ir-
rational, arbitrary and 
capricious.” The BOE filed 
the last-minute appeal 
Monday, causing chaos at 
the massive housing com-
plex in Corona which is 
home to more than 14,000. 

Following the appellate 
court ruling, the BOE has 
been ordered to notify all 
LeFrak City tenants that 
Electoral Districts 15, 16, 
18 and 25 will vote in The 

Continental room, which 
had been used as a polling 
site for more than 50 years, 
until the BOE decided to 
move them out because the 
location was not compliant 
with federal handicapped-
accessible laws. Election 
District 17 will remain at 
the High School for the 
Arts and Businesses.

“Today we celebrate 
victory for true democracy 
in New York City,” Black 
Leadership Action Coali-
tion President and Found-
er Bertha Lewis said. “Vot-
ing is a right, but even in 
2017, many people’s voting 
rights are hindered, es-
pecially in communities 
that are already marginal-
ized. We told the BOE ‘no 
more!’ and last week the 
New York Supreme Court 
agreed.”

A coalition of civil 
rights organizations and 
the Lefrak City tenant as-
sociation sued the BOE 
when the voters in the five 
districts were redirected 
to two locations outside 
Lefrak City nearly a mile 

away for the September 
primary elections.

“When we first contact-
ed the BOE over our reloca-
tion concerns, they prom-
ised they would work with 
us to find a solution,” Le-
Frak City Tenants League 
Coordinator Jim Galloway 
said. “Their neglect to do 
so showed their inconsid-

eration for LeFrak resi-
dents. I am thankful that 
the court has acted with 
enough time for LeFrak 
City residents to be able to 
vote at their usual poll site 
for the city’s general elec-
tion on Nov. 7. “

LeFrak City was seen 
as a hotbed of support for 
controversial candidate 

Hiram Monserrate in his 
primary race against state 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya to replace the retir-
ing City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst). Moya 
won with 56 percent of the 
vote to Monserrate’s 44 
percent.

Monserrate was still 
popular among LeFrak 
residents despite his past 
that included expulsion 
from the state Senate in 
2010 for assaulting his 
then-girlfriend followed 
by a 24-month prison sen-
tence for mail fraud while 
serving on the City Coun-
cil in 2012.

Now the coalition is try-
ing to alert all registered 
voters that the polling 
sites will be open Tuesday 
in LeFrak City.

“It is clear, not only to 
us, but to the system at 
large, the BOE participat-
ed in voter suppression,” 
Lewis said. “Relocating 
polling stations directly 
resulted in a lower-than-
average voter turnout in 

the primaries. A distance 
of just three-fourths of 
a mile affected whether 
many elderly people, dis-
abled people, and people 
of color were able to vote 
in September. It was voter 
suppression, and it has 
now been recognized by 
the New York Supreme 
Court.”

Attorney Arthur 
Schwartz represented the 
Lefrak City tenants in the 
case.

“Not only did the court 
find that the BOE’s actions 
were ‘irrational, arbitrary 
and capricious,’ it also 
ordered them to take im-
mediate action to correct 
its mistake and to find ad-
ditional poll sites within 
LeFrak City to ensure this 
situation never happens 
again,” he said. “We could 
not have expected a better 
victory.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY MARK HALLUM

With one of the lowest 
voter turnout rates in the 
country, New York City’s 
elected officials and agen-
cies have worked to change 
this and engage residents to 
participate in the democratic 
process.

A report by city Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer 2016 showed 
turnout in the 2012 general 
elections to be at about 58 per-
cent of registered voters and 
a separate report from the 
city Board of Election showed 
a slight increase to 62 percent 
from Queens alone in the 2016 
general elections, which did 
not even begin to represent 
how few voted in midterm 
elections.

Last year’s presidential 
race saw 62 percent turnout 
in Queens alone.

Jon Greenfield, manag-
ing director of Red Horse 
Strategies, sums up the turn-

out troubles as information 
overload for voters.

“We’re at a point where 
there are so many different 
forms of media competing 
for voters’ attention. It makes 
it difficult for a candidate to 
get their message out there 
and encourage more people 
to come out and vote. Cutting 
through that noise is one of 
our greatest challenges at 
Red Horse, and that’s why 
we utilize so many differ-
ent channels - print, digital, 
mail, TV - to help candidates 
communicate in a way that 
will resonate with voters,” 
Greenfield said.

 “At the same time, New 
York has some of the more 
restrictive voting laws in the 
country. Reforming our cur-
rent voting system by pass-
ing same-day registration, 
early voting and vote-by-
mail laws would help make it 
easier for people to vote.”

But the city Campaign 

Finance Board is hoping to 
turn participation around 
through its NYC Votes ini-
tiative, which put forth an 
effort to inform through ads 
and promotional material, 
letting residents know the 
details of the 2017 election 
season leading up to the gen-
eral election.

“We know from our re-
search and hands-on interac-
tions with voters that there’s 
an information gap that must 
be filled before substantial 
increases in turnout can 
be achieved,” Amy Loprest, 
executive director of the 
Campaign Finance Board, 
said. “Based on the numbers 
from the primary election, 
it’s clear that we are effec-
tively reaching the voting 
population in New York City 
through our promotional ad 
campaign, and that will be 
key in getting voters to the 
polls on Nov. 7.”

Stringer attributed the 

low turnout to poll station 
operations, weak commu-
nication with voters, poor 
training for poll workers and 
voter disenfranchisement 
from purged voter rolls as 
well as the stringent regula-
tions which require someone 
voting in a primary election 
to register with that party 
almost a year prior. 

“The people of New York 
City have lost confidence 
that the Board of Elections 
can effectively administer 
elections and we intend to 
find out why the BOE is so 
consistently disorganized, 
chaotic and inefficient,” 
Stringer said in a 2016 letter 
announcing the intention to 
audit the BOE. “With four 
elections in New York City 
in 2016 alone, we don’t have a 
moment to spare.”

General election turnout 
for Queens was recorded by 
the BOE at 24  percent in 2014, 
according to the Stringer re-

port, indicating a downward 
spiral from previous years.

While turnout for mid-
term elections are tradition-
ally much lower throughout 
the city than presidential 
elections,

the Sept. 12 citywide pri-
mary saw slow voter turnout 
throughout Queens as peo-
ple arrived at polls at their 
leisure, often not having to 
contend with lines. 

But southeast Queens 
was an exception to this. 
About 19,000 voters went to 
the polls in the communities 
covered by Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
and the district which had 
been represented by Ruben 
Wills, who was convicted of 
corruption charges and left 
an empty seat behind.

“It’s amazing to see a new 
generation of leaders take 
up the mantle of public ser-
vice,” Greenfield said. “We 
had the honor of working on 

Adrienne Adams’ campaign. 
She’s an example of local 
community leaders who have 
spent years in service to their 
neighborhoods, and who are 
now poised to make a differ-
ence in the Council. This kind 
of energy and enthusiasm 
helps drive participation.”

Adams is running for the 
Wills seat.

But the city tradition-
ally has its ups and downs 
between the presidential 
election season and midterm 
elections, where turnout is 
low in a trend that has ex-
isted on national level since 
the 1820s, according to Pew 
Research.

Southeast Queens has al-
ways been highly engaged, 
however, according to one 
expert.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

LeFrak City residents join civil rights activists to accuse the city 
Board of Elections of voter disenfranchisement at their complex. 

Courtesy BLAC

Voter turnout in New York City hovers at low levels
ELECTION ELECTION 20172017
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Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

•  Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships & 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus, 
including the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, art 
studio, library and the state-of-the-art laboratories

•    Connect to current students

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

Giant boulder honored at East Elmhurst hotel
BY BILL PARRY

Generations of children 
in East Elmhurst and Co-
rona grew up with a giant 
boulder as an important 
part their lives. It’s where 
they played and fought and 
had tea parties and picnics. 
The youngsters used to 
bury their pets around it 
because they loved the Gi-
ant Rock and in later years 
they grew concerned for its 
future in the middle of the 
rapid development in and 
around LaGuardia Air-
port.

In 1980, a Crowne Plaza 
Hotel was to be built on the 
site and adults who were 
once the children who 
climbed on the boulder ral-
lied around it fearing de-
velopers would destroy the 
big rock with explosives. 
Attempts were ineffective 
and the rock still bears 
scars of the attempted de-
molition. 

Nearly 20 years later 
they returned to rally 

around the rock that was 
threatened by the construc-
tion of the Hampton Inn. 

The 1,000-ton boulder, 
left behind by the glacier 
that created Long Island 
12,000 years ago, became 
a centerpiece of the park-
ing lot of the two hotels 
but it had a plaque calling 
it The Ditmars Boulevard 
Crowne Plaza Pet Rock 
after employees at the two 
hotels had a competition to 
name it.

“The Giant Rock is a 
part of our history and we 
hated the name Pet Rock,” 
Corona-East Elmhurst 
Historical Preservation 
Society President Carol 
Drew said. “We couldn’t 
stand the name Pet Rock 
for years, but no one would 
listen to us. We’d always 
ask them to change it, but 
no one ever listened.”

Nearly half a year ago, 
the group addressed a let-
ter to both hotels request-
ing the name be changed 
back to Giant Rock.

“We didn’t hear back 
so we put up a petition 
online,” Drew said. “But 
before we could tell them 
about it we got a letter from 
them saying they wanted to 
rededicate it.”

The letter from John 
Reynolds, the general man-
ager at the re-named La-
Guardia Plaza Hotel, and 
Jim Norris, the general 
manager at the Hampton 
Inn, planned an unveiling 

of a new plaque identifying 
the massive slab as Giant 
Rock. Dozens of commu-
nity elders joined elected 
leaders and hotel employ-
ees recently for a rededica-
tion ceremony at the base 
of the beloved boulder.

“I’m just elated,” Drew 
said. “Not just for me but 
for the whole community.”

State Assemblyman Jef-
frion Aubry (D-Corona), 
who grew up on 97th Street, 

said Giant Rock is where he 
and his friends came every 
Saturday before playing in-
side LaGuardia Airport.

“Back then they used 
sea planes and they used 
to be tied up to piers along 
Bowery Bay,” Aubry said. 
“This rock has seen so 
many things. It has seen 
the expansion of the air-
port and the development 
of these hotels and it has 
seen the way we as a com-
munity changed into the 
most dynamic part of the 
borough. It’s a tribute to its 
own strength that the com-
munity wanted it to stay.”

Vivian Callendar and 
Deborah Tyson, two prin-
cipal founding members of 
the Corona-East Elmhurst 
Historical Preservation 
Society were thrilled with 
the group’s success.

My Parents moved from 
Harlem to Corona and it 
was a very big deal in 1927,” 
Callendar said. “When you 
got out of Harlem this was 
like the country and this is 

where we all played togeth-
er, whether you were from 
Corona or East Elmhurst.”

The organization formed 
four years ago to preserve 
some of the historic homes 
in the neighborhoods. Now 
that Giant Rock has been re-
dedicated the group will go 
back to its original mission.

“We’re preservation-
ists and the homes in the 
neighborhood were be-
ing eroded along with the 
memories with all of this 
development,” Tyson said. 
“We’re working with the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission to try and 
preserve Dizzy Gillespie’s 
home as well as the home 
of author Crockett Johnson 
in Corona. It’s right next 
to the Corona Library and 
Queens Library wants to 
expand that branch and we 
don’t want that to happen.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Elected officials join Corona and East Elmhurst residents 
to rededicate a huge boulder near LaGuardia Airport that 
has been a source of community pride for generations. 

Photo by Andrew Ross
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DEMOCRAT FOR QUEENS BOROUGH PRESIDENT 2017

MELINDA KATZ
DEMOCRAT RR FOR QUEENS BS

WHAT’S GOOD
FOR FAMILIES
IS GOOD FOR
QUEENS!

 VOTE 

TUESDAY

 
NOVEMBER

7TH!

MELINDA KATZ
IS DELIVERING FOR
OUR FAMILIES:
$41 Million for new classroom technology, new 
schools to reduce overcrowding and $22 Million 
for Queens’ CUNY campuses 

Over $45 million for our 20 libraries, in every corner 
of the borough

Working to increase the minimum wage, investing 
in Rockaway Beach rebuilding, and securing $153 
million to revitalize Jamaica’s downtown 

Respecting and protecting all families, supporting 
marriage equality and standing up against Trump’s 
vicious attempts to break up immigrant families

PAID FOR BY KATZ FOR QUEENS
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DOH looking for answers
Health Dept. running tests to find cause of Legionnaires’ in Flushing

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
After two new cases of 

Legionnaires’ disease were 
confirmed, the New York 
City Department of Health 
held a community meeting 
in downtown Flushing giv-
ing updates and tips. 

Health Commissioner 
Dr. Mary T. Bassett, Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Dem-
etre Daskalakis and City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) gathered at Flush-
ing Town hall Monday and 
answered questions about 
the cluster of Legionnaires’ 
in the central business dis-
trict. 

In the last two weeks 
DOH has confirmed 14 cases 
of Legionnaires’ disease 
in the downtown Flushing 
area, with two new con-
firmed cases as of Oct. 19. 
According to Bassett, 13 pa-
tients have been discharged 
from the hospital and one 
patient is currently still hos-
pitalized.

Bassett advised Flushing 
residents to get tested if they 
begin to feel sick.  

“We’re hopeful that the 
exposure that caused this 
cluster is over because we 
haven’t seen anybody diag-
nosed since October 19, but 
we’re very vigilant, we’re 
very concerned to get the 
word out to residents that 
they should seek care early,” 
Bassett said at the Mondays 
meeting. 

The Health Department 
is actively investigating the 

cluster and has taken water 
samples from all cooling 
tower systems within the 
investigation zone in down-
town Flsuhing to test for 
Legionella, the bacteria that 
causes Legionnaires’. 

Symptoms typically in-
clude fever, cough, chills, 
muscle aches, headache, 
fatigue, loss of appetite, 
confusion and diarrhea and 
appear two to 10 days after 
significant exposure to Le-
gionella bacteria, according 
to the DOH.

Legionnaires’ disease 
cannot be spread from 
person to person and most 

cases can be traced to 
plumbing systems where 
conditions are favorable for 
Legionella growth, such as 
cooling towers, whirlpool 
spas, hot tubs, humidifiers, 
hot water tanks, and the 
evaporative condensers of 
large air-conditioning sys-
tems, the DOH said.

The Alliance to Pre-
vent Legionnaires’ Disease 
spokesman Daryn Cline 
said if the DOH is truly com-
mitted to finding the source 
of the outbreak, it should 
expand its investigation be-
yond cooling towers. 

“First and foremost, 

Legionnaires’ disease is 
fundamentally a water is-
sue,” he said. “DOH should 
consider all possible trans-
mission points potentially 
infected with the Legionella 
bacteria coming from the 
water distribution system 
and not singularly focus 
on one piece of equipment. 
The department should not 
short-circuit the investiga-
tion by solely testing cooling 
towers.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

The Department of Helath is conducting tests to determine what caused the recent Legionnaires’ 
outbreak in Flushing.  AP

MacNeil Seawall 
repairs set for 2018

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
After years of delays, con-

struction on the long-await-
ed MacNeil Seawall is set to 
begin this spring. 

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) and 
Queens Parks Commission-
er Dorothy Lewandowski an-
nounced last week that a $4.4 
million contract has been 
awarded to AAH Contrac-
tor to repair College Point’s 
crumbling seawall. 

College Point residents 
have been fighting for re-
pairs to be made to the wa-
terfront path and seawall for 
years. 

According to residents, 
there are holes in the seawall 
which only worsened after 
Hurricane Sandy, but despite 
multiple bids to contractors   
over the years the Parks De-
partment did not make any 
serious progress.

Construction on the sea-
wall was initially set to begin 
in 2015, but nothing was done 
and the path was fenced off, 
angering many residents. 
Then in December 2016 two 
bidders withdrew their bids 
when they did not meet a 
mandate from the mayor’s 
office, further delaying the 
search for a contractor from 
spring until this fall.

Last year environmental-
ist Kathryn Cervino began a 
petition page on thepetition-
site.com which got nearly 500 
supporters, asking Lewan-
dowski to demand a contract 
be awarded last fall. 

“Demand that the con-

tract be awarded ASAP so 
that work can begin this fall 
and we can get the path fixed 
and reopened! College Point 
has been ignored for too long 
- make your voice heard!” the 
petition read. 

At several community 
board and civic meetings 
residents were obviously los-
ing patience and complain-
ing to elected and Parks of-
ficials about the delays. 

Despite the long wait, Val-
lone counts the contract as a 
victory for the College Point 
community. 

“After meeting with the 
Coastal Preservation Net-
work and the Parks Depart-
ment in my office, the urgen-
cy of awarding this contract 
was made clear,” he said. “I 
look forward to continuing 
to work with the College 
Point community so that the 
dream of a vibrant MacNeil 
Park with waterfront acces-
sibility is fully realized.”

The Parks commissioner 
added that her department 
was happy to select a contrac-
tor and it is moving forward 
on finalizing the contract so 
that construction can begin 
this winter. 

“Once complete, this 
esplanade will be a great 
waterfront amenity for the 
residents of College Point,” 
she said. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said that while 
he is happy a contractor has 
been chosen, he hopes that 
since the community waited 
so long, the city will increase 
funding. 
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L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia, Cape May
 Longwood Gardens, Jack O’Lantern Blaze
 Dinner Shows, Casinos, Shopping & More
 Ocean City Halloween Beach Maze
 Thanksgiving, Christmas & NY Eve Trips
 The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
 Vermont Maple Festival & More
 There’s Only One Kentucky; Outer Banks

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches 
and 24-seat mini buses available 
for your transportation needs.

Cruises Destinations
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises          
& Vacation Packages

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7 - 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

Receive a FREE Bus Trip after completing a 9 Days or more cruise

17 Days Amazing China Tour
Saturday, April 7 - Monday, April 23, 2018
Double: $4989; Single $5989
15 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 12 Dinners
Highlights: Shanghai, Hangzhou, Guilin, Yangshuo,
Xian, Beijing, Hong Kong & Macau

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Price includes round trip air fare, taxes, hotel transfers, high speed train ticket, air 
tickets in China, admissions, hotel accommodation, gratuity for drivers & tour guides.
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AUBURNDALE  BAYSIDE  BRIARWOOD  CAMBRIA HEIGHTS  
COLLEGE POINT  CORONA  EAST ELMHURST  FLUSHING  
LIVE.   HILLCREST   HOLLIS  JAMAICA  JAMAICA ESTATES  
WORK.   JAMAICA HILLS  MURRAY HILL  OZONE PARK  
STUDY.   POMONOK  QUEENS VILLAGE  RICHMOND HILL  
WORSHIP.   SOUTH JAMAICA  SOUTH OZONE PARK  
SAVE.   ST. ALBANS  WOODHAVEN

Federally Insured by NCUA

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Now Serving More of Queens than Ever

Former addict now a recovery peer advocate
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 Far Rockaway resident 
Barbara Bell recently 
graduated from a city pro-
gram to train unemployed 
or underemployed New 
Yorkers who have a per-
sonal history of substance 
abuse.

 Bell and the 13 other 
recent graduates who took 
the Department of Small 
Business Services’ Certi-
fied Recovery Peer Ad-
vocate training have re-
ceived full-time job offers, 
according to SBS Commis-
sioner Gregg Bishop. 

The department’s New 
York Alliance for Careers 
in Health Care program 
allows former substance 
abusers to use their own 
life experiences to become 
support systems for those 
who are currently strug-
gling to kick their sub-
stance disorders. 

“Not only are New 
Yorkers with personal 
histories of or experience 

with substance use gain-
ing meaningful employ-
ment, but area hospitals 
are also gaining valuable 
staff to effectively support 
substance use treatment,” 
Bishop said. 

Bell’s journey from ad-
dict to substance abuse 
counselor was a long and 
arduous one.

  Bell said she had a 
great upbringing and at-
tended church, but her 
rebellious nature led her 
to becoming pregnant and 
she dropped out of school 
two months into her preg-
nancy to give birth seven 
months later on Sept. 10, 
1979. 

During the weekdays 
she would work at the post 
office, but on weekends 
she would sniff cocaine 
with friends out of peer 
pressure, because it was 
the thing to do and drugs 
were prevalent through-
out the neighborhood at 
the time. 

“I was going out, hang-

ing out, indulging and 
then I started sniffing co-
caine,” Bell said. 

After losing her job at 
the post office and hav-
ing arguments with her 
mother about being un-
employed, Bell became de-
pressed and started smok-
ing crack. 

“I was introduced to 
crack by a friend,” Bell 
said. “At first I didn’t un-
derstand the high because 
I didn’t immediately get 
addicted to it.”

Bell, then 24, became 
addicted to crack within 
six months and had to 
leave her daughter in her 
mother’s care. 

Her breaking point 
came in 1999 after she 
was arrested for a third 
time and went to prison 
for trying to sell drugs 
to feed her addiction. 
Between the time she be-
came addicted to crack 
and incarcerated, she was 
also homeless.

“It was a lonely hor-
rible time for me,” Bell 
said. “I was humbled and 
I was ready to better my-

self.”
Bell was released in 

prison in 2000  and went 
to drug rehab programs 
at Samaritan Village, Ba-
sic Bronx Addiction Ser-
vices, and J-CAP.

Wanting to contribute 
to society, Bell became a 
recovery coach at Samar-
itan Village, but disliked 
that she was not able to 
reflect on her experience 
with clients to help them.

“They wanted us to 
utilize our counseling 
skills and theories to en-
gage the clients, but not to 
get in-depth with our per-

sonal history,” Bell said. 
In 2010, Bell learned 

that she had multiple 
sclerosis and in 2013 she 
left her job to focus on her 
health. 

Not wanting to slip 
into depression from be-
ing unemployed again, 
Bell started seeking work 
again and stumbled onto 
the SBS training pro-
gram. After taking the 
test twice, she passed the 
second time and became 
a certified recovery peer 
advocate and received a 
job offer at NYC Health 
Hospitals, where she will 
be able to use her person-
al history to help addicts 
who are struggling with 
substance abuse. 

“I’m excited about 
helping and supporting 
people to find their way,” 
Bell said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

BARBARA BELL

I’m excited about helping 

and supporting people to 

find their way.
Barbara Bell
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 :  Queensborough Performing Arts Center -  QPAC    :  @visitQPAC

Queensborough 
Performing 
Arts Center

SHOW roomTh
ein

on city property ever in 
the city of New York, “ 
Paul DeRocchis, director 
of construction at FDNY, 
said. “ The turbine would 
have a 25-year lifespan and 
will reduce electrical cost 
at the headquarters of the 
academy  by 5 percent.” 

DeRocchis said the Fire 
Department is looking for 
opportunities to use a lot 
more green technology  .  
He pointed out that many 
of their facilities are old 
and it is difficult to address 
energy issues with more 
traditional manners. The 
turbine, which utilizes the 
wind to spin blades that are 
connected to a generator, 
makes electricity. 

“We’re not doing it for 
the sake of doing it,” he 
said. “We want this to suc-
ceed.”

DeRocchis said in the 
end even if it fails, the 
turbine would be a great 
learning opportunity for 
the department and the 
community. 

“Even if it’s a net loss, 

it’s not that bad of a loss 
given the learning curve,” 
he said. “We have the abil-
ity to move forward and do 
this again because you do 
get better at things. In the 
future, if things get cheap-
er, we can go to another 
site and build there based 
on what we learned.  It’s a 
win.”

DeRocchis added that 
the department is trying to 
expand and grow. 

“We’re looking at it as 
a model of being very pro-
active for the Fire Depart-
ment,” he said. “Most people 
see us as very conservative 
in what we do. On our side 
we’re always trying new 
things, we’re always trying 
to innovate and we want to 

give people an opportunity 
to learn alongside us.”

The FDNY said if the 
turbine is approved, it 
would give community 
members the opportu-
nity to view the turbine 
and learn about its func-
tions. Despite the board’s 
support for the turbine, 
members decided to wait 
on voting until they clari-
fied with the Board of Cor-
rections about a proposed 
academy site. According to 
CB 7 Vice President Chuck 
Apelian, Corrections is 
considering Fort Totten as 
a potential site for a train-
ing academy, but the board 
has  not gotten a proper 
response from the agency 
despite reaching out. 

Continued from Page 1 

Turbine
mentary rides Uber offers 
to public transportation. For 
people who live in areas with 
no reliable access to sub-
ways or buses, they can use 
cheaper options like Uberx 
 or Uberpool  and get access to 
rides on average in just five 
minutes.According to Uber, 
one in four trips take place 
within a quarter-mile of a 
transit station , passengers 
are taking a short Uber rides 
to public transportation in 
order to shorten their com-
mute. 

“It’s reliable using Uber 
on a daily basis, especially 
in places where people might 
not have regular access to 
transportation and on week-
ends if plans involve alcohol,” 
Maredia said. “At Uber we’re 
really focused on investing 
on reliability and  affordable 
rides.  That hasn’t always 
been the case in Queens. 
Now people know they can 
get an affordable ride in five 
minutes or less.”

Uber has also done a 
“neighborhood love” promo-
tion where free rides were 

given out to new customers 
as well as $5 Uber pool rides. 
The company has opened a 
“Greenlight Hub” in Long Is-
land City, where prospective 
drivers can get information 
about obtaining a license, 
finding eligible vehicles and 
then begin working for Uber. 
Overall Maredia said the 
company has just made its 
presence known and felt in 
the outerboroughs through 
marketing and awareness.

As of August, Maredia 
said weekly ridership in 
Jamaica has grown by 175 
percent, 150 percent in Lau-
relton and Rosedale, and 
10 percent in Glendale and 
Springfield Garden. 

Maredia said the increase 

is a result of a concerted ef-
fort to expand services in the 
city. 

“Some of what we’ve fo-
cused on is making Uber 
reliable and available wher-
ever people live,” he said. 
“We are not surprised by 
this consistent growth.  
This has been a concerted 
effort and we want to con-
tinue to get feedback from 
passengers in these areas 
and be stronger and more 
reliable. We’ve seen quite 
the growth in the outer-
boroughs. Obviously we’ve 
been operating in Queens 
for five-plus years but as 
we’ve continued to focus on 
Queens the result has been 
a strong year.”

Continued from Page 1 

Uber

Neighborhoods in Queens like Laurelton have seen a large  in-
crease in ridership over the last year, according to Uber.  AP

FDNY discussed a prospective wind turbine at Fort Totten at CB7's 
October meeting.  Courtesy of Pexels Stock Art
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Roast Maryland Turkey 
Served with all the Trimmings 

Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

Individual Dinner $26  4-6 People $135
5-9 people $185  10-14 people $265  15-20 people $349 

Additional Sides $10 each  Half tray additional sides $35  Pies $15

This Thanksgiving 
enjoy your meal with

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this great 
American Holiday with you! 
Let our family serve your’s

Traditional Holiday Menu 
Our Regular/Children’s Menu 

will also be available 

Filling up quickly 
Dine with the 
O’Neill’s 

Call for reservation at

718.672.9696

Holiday Meals To Go
Enjoy culinary convenience and great homemade taste this 

Thanksgiving with our fresh fully prepared Thanksgiving meals. 
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community 
Staple 

Since 1933

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  

OR
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Menu and Market Prices on line 
JordanLobsterBrooklyn.com 

MARKET:
7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

3 $33F *

1 4 LBS EACH

Prices are dictated by weather conditions & subject to change without notice.

$20*

INCLUDES:
1 4

+

weeks and months and re-
ceiving a business card from 
one of them, state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
unveiled legislation last Fri-
day that will require mas-
sage therapy businesses to 
register with the Department 
of State. Under this proposal 
these massage parlors would 
be mandated to apply for a 
four-year license, enabling 
consumers and the state to 
know which businesses are 
legitimate and which are 
“bad actors” that have set up 
shop on Roosevelt Avenue, 
Broadway and Astoria Bou-
levard in Jackson Heights 
and Corona, according to 
Peralta.

“Simply put, this legisla-
tion intends to weed out es-
tablishments that serve as 
fronts for prostitution and 
prevent their proliferation,” 
Peralta said. “These busi-
nesses, unfortunately, push 
human trafficking, so it is 
vital we ensure the victims, 
who are promised good jobs 
and good money, are not 
charged with anything and 
are able to get resources to 
get back on their feet.”

While noting many of the 
businesses are legitimate, 
the ones doing business dur-
ing overnight hours likely 
are not.

“If you’re open past a cer-

tain hour and you’re only ca-
tering to men who pass by, red 
flags will go up,” Peralta said.

Under his proposal, the 
licenses must be displayed 
by the massage therapy busi-
nesses in a visible location 
near the entrance of the es-
tablishment. Licenses will 
cost $60 and those who fail 
to register face penalties of 
up to six months in prison 
and $2,500 fines. The fines 
and fees would go towards 
enforcement.

“This bill protects the 
good businesses from the 
bad ones, and it will close 
down the businesses owned 
by shoddy operators,” Per-
alta said. “I receive com-
plaints from my constituents 
all the time. Some are walk-
ing home and are offered 
massages at 11, 12 at night, 
1 in the morning. Who is 
going for a massage at those 
times?” Peralta asked.

The proposal will autho-
rize the Department of State 
to keep track of licenses us-
ing the same mechanism as 
it currently does for similar 
establishments, such as hair 
and nail salons.

“Let’s fight prostitution 
and assist the victims of hu-
man trafficking,” Peralta 
said and he addressed the 
lack of on-street parking 
around LaGuardia announc-
ing Tuesday he had intro-
duced legislation calling for 
the establishment of a resi-
dential parking permit pro-

gram in Queens. 
According to the bill, the 

city will create a one-year 
parking pilot zoned for the 
area covering a two-mile ra-
dius of the airport. Addition-
ally, the legislation requires 
that the parking permit 
system makes 20 percent of 
the spaces available to non-
residents.

“Commuters, travelers, 
visitors, worker, all look for 
curb-side parking space for 
their cars, leaving residents 
without too many options to 
park their vehicles,” Peralta 
said. “Residential parking 
permits have been imple-
mented in many cities across 
the nation, and according to 
a poll, New Yorkers would be 
willing to pay a reasonable 
fee to find it easier and faster 
to find a parking space.

Under the proposal, the 
City Council will set fees 
and fines for the program 
and drivers will have to dis-
play the parking permit on 
their vehicle. The state Leg-
islature will have to approve 
the measure before the city 
implements it.

“This is a pilot program.  
If it works we can expand 
it to other parts of the city,” 
Peralta said. “If it doesn’t, we 
will definitely study other al-
ternatives.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Parlors

Conservancy. 
Not only will the trees 

provide coastal resilience 
for the communities nearby, 
but they will also improve 
the wildlife habitat, accord-
ing to the Jamaica Bay con-
servancy.

Hurricane Sandy dev-
astated shoreline neighbor-
hoods and 14 acres of the 
wildlife refuge, which was 
home to terrapins, horse-
shoe crabs, red bats and 
330 bird species. An 8.5-foot 
storm surge uprooted trees 
and destroyed vegetation, 
according to The Nature 
Conservancy.

“As we reflect on the 
fifth anniversary of Hurri-
cane Sandy, we appreciate 
the clear threats of sea level 
rise, flooding, and storm 

surge are very real,” said 
Bill Ulfelder, executive di-
rector of The Nature Conser-
vancy in New York. “We be-
lieve in the power of nature 
to help protect New Yorkers 
and promote resilience in a 
climate-changing world. In 
Jamaica Bay, alongside our 
partners and community 
members, we have put that 
belief into action.”

Volunteers included staff 
from Bank of America; Ac-
centure; Bloomberg; the Cen-
tral Park Conservancy and 
its youth program, ROOTS; 
residents, nature lovers and 
students from local schools 
who helped remove invasive 
vegetation and conducted 
biological monitoring.

“We know we are helping 
to strengthen the ecosystem 
at the refuge to survive and 
function far into the future, 
even in the face of a chang-
ing environment,” said 

Gateway Superintendent 
Jennifer Nersesian. “But 
perhaps more importantly, 
what we’ve seen through 
this project is the resilience 
and commitment of our 
community, from our proj-
ect partners to the many vol-
unteers who have all come 
together to help restore the 
refuge. It is that spirit of 
stewardship that is the real 
key to our future, no matter 
what the circumstances.”

Overall, the three-year 
project resulted in the 
planting of 28,000 trees and 
will also help to bring back 
visitors to Gateway, which 
houses the nation’s oldest 
lighthouse, hosts a historic 
airplane collection and has 
camping grounds.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573. 

Continued from Page 1 

Trees
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Thanksgiving Catering


