
BY BILL PARRY

The nastiest campaign of 
the election cycle was also the 
closest on Election Day and the 
winner of the race between City 

Councilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Glendale) and challenger 
Robert Holden may not be de-
termined for a week or more. 

Holden came up 133 votes 
shy of a stunning upset at the 

final count.  More than 400 ab-
sentee ballots, affidavits and 
unscanned emergency ballots 
could total as much as 1,000 un-
recorded votes, which must be 
counted in the coming days, ac-

cording to sources, and Holden 
is convinced he will be declared 
the winner.

“We’re confident this will 
hold true and I think we won 
this race,” Holden told a crowd 
of 60 campaign volunteers gath-
ered at Connelly’s Corner in 
Maspeth Election Night. “I’m 
indebted to so many people 
here.”

In Ozone Park, Crowley tried 
to rally her supporters at Wood-
haven House.

“I can’t stand here and say 
we won, but it looks good,” 
Crowley said. “Only a handful 
of votes separate us and there’s 
a ton of paper ballots left.”

The rematch between the 
two was much closer than the 
Democratic primary in Sep-
tember when Crowley won by 
25 points, but the Queens GOP 
offered Holden their party line. 
He was already on the Conser-
vative, Reform and Dump de 
Blasio tickets.

“If I didn’t have those four 
party lines, I would have lost,” 
Holden said in an interview 
with the TimeLedger. “But 
after that primary loss my en-
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BY BILL PARRY

As two massive residential 
towers rise in Long Island City, 
on the spot where the 5Pointz 
graffiti mecca drew tourists 
from around the world, the cost 
could be moving higher for its 
developer. 

A federal jury in Brooklyn 
decided unanimously Tuesday 
in favor of the artists in their 
landmark case against real es-
tate developer Jerry Wolkoff, 
finding that he broke the law 
when he ordered workers to 
whitewash 49 of the graffiti mu-
rals under the cover of night in 
November 2013.  He then demol-
ished the complex a year later 
to make way for construction of 
the towers. 

The jury reached its deci-
sion after three weeks of testi-
mony by the 21 artists, includ-
ing 5Pointz curator Jonathan 
“Meres One” Cohen, art experts 
and Wolkoff, but its decision 
is strictly a recommendation 
to Senior U.S. District Judge 
Frederick Block, who presided 

BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City High School’s football team 
suffered its worst loss of the season Sunday after 
losing its promising young quarterback in a vio-
lent Halloween hit-and-run. Christopher Mira-
ba, 17, who was the Bulldogs’ starter as a junior, 

LIC grid star attacked 
in brutal hit-and-run

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Queens man has start-
ed an online petition in the 
hopes of restoring Flushing’s 
famous RKO Keith’s theater. 

Richard Thornhill cre-
ated the petition “Save the 
RKO Keith’s theater in Flush-

ing Queens” on change.org 
last week directed at Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz,  Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and Xinyuan Real Estate. As 
of Wednesday he has gotten 
2,253 signatures out of his 
2,500 goal.

The petition is asking 

elected officials to restore 
the RKO Theater’s original 
landmark status and restore 
the physical theater itself. 
In May the city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
approved renovation plans 
for the historic theater locat-
ed at 135-35 Northern Blvd. 

Richard Thornhill has started a petition to 
restore the historic RKO Keith’s theater.

Federal jury 
rules in favor of 
5Pointz artists

No winner in Crowley race 
Holden ahead by 133 votes but absentee ballots still must be tallied
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Push to save Flushing theater

Civic leader Robert Holden celebrates one of the best moments of his life, a near upset of incumbent City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley in the general election after she defeated him handily in the primary. Photo by Michael Shain 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Adams, Miller clinch SE Queens Council races
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Voters came out in big 
numbers in southeast 
Queens, ushering Adri-
enne Adams into the his-
tory books and keeping 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) in public office 
with landslide victories 
in their respective City 
Council races.

Adams became the 
first woman to represent 
Jamaica in Council Dis-
trict 28, with 14,027 votes, 
or 86 percent of the 16,276 
ballots cast, according to 
WNYC. 

Miller (D-St. Albans) 
secured his seat with 
22,731 votes, or 95 percent 
out of the 23,903 vote total 
in District 27, according 
to WNYC. 

A total of 40,179 votes 
were tallied in the two 
districts.

Together Adams and 
Miller accounted for 
36,758 votes in their favor.  
District 28 covers Roch-
dale Village, South Ozone 
Park and parts of Ja-
maica, while Dustrict 27 
includes Queens Village, 

Hollis, Cambria Heights 
and St. Albans.

Powell, a public de-
fender who was close to 
stealing Adams’ thunder 
in the September primary 
for the Democratic nomi-
nation, went up against 
her again in the general 
election as a Working 

Families candidate and 
received 1,379 votes, or 
8.5 percent of votes. Ivan 
Mossop, a tax accountant 
turned GOP candidate, 
had 870 votes, or 5.3 per-
cent of the votes. 

Miller’s competitors, 
Green Party candidate 
Francois received 743 

votes, or 3.1 percent of 
the total, and Republican 
candidate Green got 429 
votes, or 1.8 percent of the 
votes.

Residents who went to 
PS 80 in Rochdale were 
mostly middle-aged adults 
who voted in what is now 
Adams’ district, accord-

ing to poll workers. About 
20 people arrived as early 
as 6 a.m. to vote.  But some 
voters were confused as 
to where their polling site 
was, according to poll in-
spector Inez Lewis. Many 
assumed that when PS 
354, a nearby school go-
ing through construction, 
was not available that 
they should go to PS 80.

Lewis wished they 
had remembered to bring 
their voter cards so that 
nothing would hold up 
the voting process. 

“The people need to be 
told to bring those cards, 
because they don’t know 
where to go,” Lewis said. 

At PS 34 in Queens Vil-
lage there were over 2,000 
votes cast and at PS 80 in 
Rochdale close to 1,300 
voters showed up.

Elderly residents who 
went to PS 34 shuffled into 
the elementary school 
with walkers and canes 
in the morning and early 
afternoon hours, braving 
the bitter cold to vote in 
Miller’s district, accord-
ing to poll workers. 

Other voters in Queens 

Village included parents 
who wanted to teach their 
kids about voting, work-
ers coming off the twi-
light shift and others who 
wanted to get their vote in 
before they had to rush off 
to work, according to Mari-
Yon Pringle, the poll booth 
coordinator for that site.

“The elderly often 
come early to avoid the 
cold and dark,” Pringle 
said.

Both victors celebrated 
their wins at the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center 
in Jamaica with Council-
man Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton). 

“Thanks to all of my 
supporters, friends and 
family for your love and 
strength as we crossed the 
finish line to victory to-
day!” Adams said. “There 
is much work to do, but to-
gether as one unified dis-
trict and fortified south-
east Queens community, 
we will move forward!”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

After a yearlong battle 
with the city Board of Elec-
tions, LeFrak City voters 
were thrilled to have their 
polling sites back in a com-
munity room at the sprawl-
ing residential complex in 
Corona that is home to more 
than 14,000 people. 

The Continental Room 
was buzzing with activity 
on Election Day after an ap-
pellate court judge denied a 
BOE appeal last week for a 
stay on a lower court ruling 
the week before and ordered 
the Board of Elections to re-
turn four of LeFrak’s City’s 
precincts in time for Tues-
day’s voting.

“I could actually hear 
people cheering in differ-
ent parts of the complex 
when they heard the news 

that we were getting them 
back,” said Robert Grant, a 
LeFrak City resident since 
1974. “People roll out of bed 
and vote in their pajamas. 
They’re very comfortable 
doing that because they’re 
home.”

Before the primary elec-
tion in September, the BOE 
decided to move the 15th, 
16th, 17th, 18th and 25th 
Election Districts to   13 
in Elmhurst and the High 
School for Arts and Busi-
ness because The Continen-
tal Room was not compliant 
with federal handicapped-
accessible laws. 

LeFrak City was seen as 
a hotbed of support for con-
troversial candidate Hiram 
Monserrate in his primary 
race against state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya (D-
Jackson Heights) to replace 
retiring City Councilwoman 

Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst). Moya 
won with 56 percent of the 
vote to Monserrate’s 44 per-
cent.

“It was very disruptive. 
We lost half of our voters 
because people didn’t want 
to walk nearly a mile to vote 
at the new locations,” Grant 
said. “I’m sure Mr. Monser-
rate will file a lawsuit be-
cause I’m sure he feels he 
lost the primary because of 
that. Folks claim Mr. Mon-
serrate did a lot for LeFrak 
residents when he was in 
the state Senate and City 
Council. He promised a lot, 
though I can’t say he came 
through on everything.”

He added, “Mr. Moya 
wasn’t as well-known as Mr. 
Monserrate.”

Monserrate, who was 
elected to the City Council 
and state Senate, served 

time for corruption.
Four of the election dis-

tricts were returned to Le-
Frak City after the stay was 
rejected. Election District 17 
remained at the High School 
for the Arts and Business-
es..

“It’s the same as it al-
ways was before they moved 
it,” Precinct Coordinator L. 
Biggs said.

Grant agreed saying ev-
eryone was happy to have 
the polling site back in the 
basement community room, 
even if it is not ADA compli-
ant.

“The place isn’t per-
fect. It’s too small and in 
major elections it gets 
very crowded in here and 
the lines stretch down the 
block,” Grant said. “But the 
people are pleased the sites 
are back and they hope they 
stay.”

Polling sites return to LeFrak City for Election Day

Poll inspector George Grant, a LeFrak City resident since 1974, says 
people cheered when they learned the city Board of Elections was 
ordered to return their polling sites which had been moved out of 
the Corona residential complex. Photo by Bill Parry

 Adrienne Adams (r.) made history as the first woman to represent Jamaica and Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller will retain his position to represent the St. Albans district in the City Council.

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
NO

V. 
12

, 2
01

7
4

Menu and Market Prices on line 
JordanLobsterBrooklyn.com 

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

FREE PARKING

3 $33F

1 4 LBS EACH

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

$20
INCLUDES:

1 4

+

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Fresh Meadows is the 
most expensive neigh-
borhood for renters in 
Queens, according to a 
new study from Street-
Easy, a real estate web-
site. The study, which 
examined incomes com-
pared to rent rates in 
Manhattan, Brooklyn 
and Queen, found that the 
income required to live 
in New York City apart-
ments exceeds what most 
New Yorkers earn. 

The data compared the 
income recommended for 
the median market-rate 
New York City apart-
ment in the third quarter 
of 2017 with the median 
household income in each 
borough based on the lat-
est census report.

Landlords in New York 
City usually follow the 30 
percent/40 times-the-rent 
rule, where they require 
that tenants earn at least 
40 times the monthly rent 
of an apartment, so pay-
ing rent takes up no more 
than 30 percent of their 
annual income. 

Following that mod-
el, the study revealed 
that there is not a single 
neighborhood in Queens 
that is truly “affordable” 

for a renter where the 
borough-wide median in-
come is $62,207. 

The study found that 
the least expensive neigh-
borhood in Queens was 
North Corona, with a 
median asking rent of 
$1,650 and a recommend-
ed household income of 
$66,000, only 6 percent 
above the Queens median 
income of $62,207.

Close behind was Bri-
arwood with a median 
asking rent price of $1,725 
on a $69,000 recommend-
ed income, 10.9 percent 
above the borough’s me-
dian income, and Bellero-
se with a median asking 
rent of $1,755. on $69,000 
recommended income, 
11.7 percent above the bor-
ough’s median income.

On the opposite end of 
the spectrum was eastern 
Queens, where it cost the 
most to rent Fresh Mead-
ows, where the median 
asking rent was $2,750 
with a recommended 
household income of 
$110,000, 77 percent great-
er than the boroughwide 
median income. Whit-
estone’s median asking 
rent was $2,695 with a 
recommended income of 
$107,8000, 73.3 percent 
above the Queens median 

income. Little Neck’s me-
dian rent was $2,575 with 
a recommended income 
of $103,000, 65.5 percent 
above the Queens median 
income.

According to street-
Easy, despite the wide gap 
between income and rent 
prices, most New Yorkers 
do not pay market-rate 
rents, because they either 
live in rent-regulated 
apartments, affordable 
housing, or public hous-
ing. 

New Yorkers also use 
roommates to help split 
high rents, allowing them 
to live in apartments they 
could not afford on their 
own or have leases set at 
older rates. 

The study said that 
comparing market-rate 
rents with boroughwide 
incomes is not a perfect 
match, but it gives in-
sight into the current 
struggle for affordability 
in the city rental market 
by showing what a house-
hold must earn to rent a 
market-rate apartment in 
a given neighborhood.

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Rent prices outpace 
incomes in Queens 

According to a new study, there is not a single neighborhood in Queens that is truly affordable. 
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ENGINEERING   ��� TECHNOLOGY   ��� MANAGEMENT    ��� AVIATION

Find Out How at Open House
Saturday, November 11 or 18 at 10 a.m. 

VAUGHN.EDU/REGISTER

Civic leaders call on city to investigate daycare
BY MARK HALLUM

Plans for a day-care 
center in Fresh Meadows 
provoked an outcry from 
the surrounding commu-
nity, which called upon on 
the help of state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) last  Fri-
day. 

Avella is attempting to 
negotiate with the prop-
erty owners to find a new 
location for their business 
and is calling on FDNY 
and the city Department 
of Buildings to review the 
architectural plans he and 
community leaders have 
deemed unsafe because of 
classrooms located in the 
basement and which have 
been posted on the con-
struction fencing with the 
words “F--k u!” scrawled 
on it. 

“What should be impor-
tant is quality of life, pres-
ervation of the neighbor-
hood and safety. Overall, 
this project is not safe, not 
only for the people in the 

neighborhood, but for the 
parents who are going to 
bring our children here,” 
Avella said a news confer-
ence. “In case there’s a fire, 
that’s the problem with 
cellars — you have limited 
access to egress. I’ve met 
with the owner of the prop-
erty and unfortunately the 
city’s given them approval, 
thus far.”

Avella is asking for a 
DOB review of the plans 
and an additional traffic 
study to look at the effects 
the daycare center will 
have on street parking and 
driving conditions. Some 
community members said 
motorists already disre-
gard the speed limit on 
67th Avenue where another 
school exists a couple hun-
dred feet away.

According to the DOB 
website, the address at 
172-03 67th Ave. has 11 
violations, including an 
active stop work order in 
February, which records 
show was disregarded by 

developers. Construction 
was also underway for a 
parking lot on the prop-
erty, which was put to-
gether with the purchase 

and demolition of two 
separate homes prior to 
June 2016.

The stop work order was 
lifted on Oct. 16, but the 

DOB noted there was no ac-
tivity at the site, which was 
the case during Avella’s 
press event.

But Avella pointed out 
the site needs to be main-
tained while inactive.

“You can still make 
a profit here. Nobody is 
against you building to the 
appropriate zoning for one- 
and two-family houses,” 
Avella said. “But please 
do not go ahead because 
the opposition is going to 
continue and hopefully we 
can get the DOB to very 
carefully look at this ap-
plication and include an in-
frastructure component as 
well as a traffic study.”

Robert Anello from the 
Flushing Heights Civic 
Association said the 300-
seat daycare would only 
pile more students into 
an area with  900 hun-
dred children already 
attending PS 173 just a 
block away, which would 
cause traffic congestion 
and dangerous conditions 

with more cars passing 
through.

Bill Anello, president of 
the civic association, said 
motorists double park as it 
is with the existing school.

“With this building, 
everything is going to 
be on the roof,” Anello 
said, describing where 
the playground will be 
located. “What does that 
do to the families that 
have abutting proper-
ties? The noise and then 
we’ll have added sanita-
tion issues —  there will 
be four, five, six dump-
sters somewhere over 
here, and what does that 
bring? Rats. It’s a total 
nuisance.”

According to Avella, the 
School Construction Au-
thority and Board of Educa-
tion have no purview over 
private daycare businesses.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

State Sen. Tony Avella is calling on city agencies to investigate 
the safety of a daycare planned for Fresh Meadows. 

Photo by Mark Hallum
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Avella blames bike lanes
Senator calls out City Hall, Transportation Dept. for string of accidents

BY MARK HALLUM
 
State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) blamed anoth-
er accident on Northern 
Boulevard on the newly 
installed protected bike 
lanes between Bayside 
and Douglaston, which 
has split the community 
between bike advocates 
and those who view the 
lanes as being just as dan-
gerous while hobbling 
traffic flow.

Avella wrote to Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and city DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg about the Nov. 1 
accident involving a bus 
loaded with special needs 
adults which took place on 
Northern near where the 
protected bike lanes meet 
the freeway exit.

On that afternoon, the 
bus was exiting the Cross 
Island Parkway when it 
was rear-ended by anoth-
er car while attempting to 
turn onto northern going 
westward, according to 
Avella’s office.

A spokesman for Avel-
la said the newly installed 
bike lanes forced the driv-
er to edge into traffic in 
a dangerous fashion, but 
their office was still await-
ing additional details.

No one was hurt in the 
incident, Avella said.

A community affairs 
liaison from the 111th Pre-
cinct could not elaborate 
on details, but did confirm 
the incident occurred.

On Monday, Nov. 6, a 
red Volkswagon ran into 
the Jersey barrier coming 
to a stop on top of the con-
crete wall.

“How many accidents 
have to occur before you 
realize that this was not 
a good idea?” Avella said. 
“Not only does this bike 
path reduce the amount 
of lanes for motorists, it 
forces drivers exiting the 
Cross Island Parkway 
and entering Northern 
Boulevard to stop short to 
see oncoming traffic, in-
creasing the likelihood of 
crashes.”

The city DOT propos-
al was introduced at a 
June Community Board 
11 meeting to take a lane 
from the north side of 
Northern Boulevard be-
tween 223rd Street and 
Douglaston Parkway to 
create a protected bike 
path while also reducing 
the speed limit from 40 
mph to 30 mph. It passed 
by a narrow vote in June. 
But it was rescinded by 
the community board at 
the Sept. 11 meeting in 
favor of an in-house pro-
posal to widen sidewalks 
to allow shared space for 

pedestrians and bicyclists 
above the curb-line.

CB11’s Bernie Haber 
designed the alternative 
plan for widening the side-
walk to create a shared 
path for bicyclists and pe-
destrians.

DOT proceeded with 
its own plan in September 
despite the votes taken by 
CB11.

At least two other ac-
cidents have occurred 
involving the Jersey bar-
riers where the vehicles 
have crashed into the con-
crete protecting the newly 
formed bike lanes.

Avella organized a pro-
test against the bike lanes 
in September in response 
to the DOT’s disregard for 
the community board’s 
vote.

His demonstration was 
interrupted by counter-
protesters and accused the 
angry crowd of being just 
a small number of detrac-
tors associated with Trans-
portation Alternatives, an 
organization which advo-
cates for bicyclist safety 
measures across the city. 
Avella said he and others 
opposed to the DOT’s plan 
are in favor of bike lanes, 
but are critical of the city’s 
choice to ignore the com-
munity board and stick 
with its own plan.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

State Sen. Tony Avella contends the bike lanes on Northern 
Boulevard were to blame for a bus collision.

Corona landlord eyed
as state fi les complaint

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced Monday a com-
plaint  has been filed by the 
State Division of Human 
Rights on behalf of New York 
State against the landlord of 
a Corona apartment building 
for allegedly discriminating 
against immigrants.

 Residents of a 23-unit 
building at 95-36 42nd Ave. 
said they were threatened 
with eviction and intimidated 
by landlord Jaideep Reddy af-
ter they received letters from 
him requesting proof of im-
migration status . A resident 
brought the letter to the of-
fice of state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), who filed 
a complaint with the office of 
state Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman.

“I was appalled when a 
constituent came to my office 
with a letter from a landlord 
requesting proof of immi-
gration status to his tenants 
threatening them with evic-
tion if they did not comply,” 
Peralta said. “As soon as we 
were alerted to the existence 
of this unacceptable, racist 
letter, we immediately noti-
fied the state authorities.”

The complaint follows 
Cuomo’s multi-agency direc-
tive in June to investigate 
landlord policies and prac-
tices and potential discrimi-
nation against individuals 
based on their immigration 
status, national origin, eth-
nicity or race.

“We are a nation of immi-
grants, and New York will 

not stand by while innocent 
men and women are targeted 
and discriminated against,” 
Cuomo said. “Make no mis-
take: This reprehensible 
behavior is against the law 
and against what we stand 
for as New Yorkers and we 
will use every avenue to 
stop this, weed out these bad 
actors and protect the basic 
rights of tenants across the 
state.”

The complaint came after 
the letter demanded that the 
tenants, many of whom are 
immigrants from Mexico, 
the Dominican Republic and 
Guatemala, provide proof of 
employment, photo identifi-
cation, Social Security card 
and a Green Card or pass-
port, or face possible eviction. 
The complaint was filed by 
the State Division of Human 
Rights on its own motion.

In New York, it is illegal 
to require a tenant to provide 
immigration status informa-
tion as a condition to renew a 
lease. Through a formal en-
forcement process, New York 
will seek an order requiring 
Reddy to cease and desist all 
discriminatory practices, 
and require him to pay civil 
fines and penalties to the 
state of New York.

Reddy could not be 
reached for comment.

“I am very glad Gov. Cuo-
mo took action and investi-
gated the case we uncovered, 
an investigation that led to 
the filing of a complaint by 
the State Division of Human 
Rights against the Corona 
landlord.,” Peralta said.
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

by Flora Martínez 
Directed by Flora Martínez  
and Jose Reinoso

FRIDA  
LIBRE
Flora Martínez in

November 16 - 19 
Tickets from $20

www.queenstheatre.org 
718.760.0064

Performed alternatively in English and Spanish. See schedule for details.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Parents of toddlers who 
live in School District 27 in 
Queens can get their kids 
who are as young as 3 ready 
for pre-school by next year. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio has 
decided to build on the suc-
cess of Pre-K for All by ex-
panding 3-K for All, an initia-
tive to get children in school 
as early as 3 years old.

School District 27 covers 
the communities of Broad 
Channel, Howard Beach, 
Ozone Park and the Rock-
aways and will have class-
rooms in those neighbor-
hoods for the new students 
by 2018 to 2019, according to 
nyc.gov. 

“As a parent and your 
mayor, there is no more 
worthwhile cause than ex-
panding opportunity for all 
our kids,” said de Blasio. 

Schools Chancellor Car-
men Fariña agreed. 

“Early education is es-
sential to the success of our 
students and city, and today 
we’re taking another big step 
forward,” Fariña said.

The mayor’s office looked 
at studies conducted in Chi-
cago and New Jersey and 
noted that students who at-
tended an additional year 
of preschool were better 
prepared for kindergarten, 
were less likely to need spe-
cial education services, were 
more social and had better 
academic outcomes. These 
students were less likely to 
commit crimes in adulthood 
as well.

“The research is crystal 
clear: as powerful as one 
year of Pre-K is, two years 
has an even greater impact,” 
said Richard Buery, deputy 
mayor for Strategic Policy 
Initiatives. “It also provides 
an added year of much-need-
ed child care to families.”

Research from the may-

or’s office also showed that 
for every dollar invested in 
high-quality early educa-
tion, taxpayers save as much 
as $13 in the long term.

In addition, the mayor’s 
office will be supporting 
EarlyLearn across the city. 
EarlyLearn is a public early 
childhood center, which has 
approximately 10,000 3-year-
olds. 

State Sen. James Sanders 
Jr. (D-South Ozone Park) was 
pleased about the announce-
ment for his district. 

“Universal Pre-K has 
so many benefits includ-
ing ensuring equal access 
to education for children 
of all backgrounds and 
creating potentially di-
verse classrooms,” Sand-
ers said. “This expansion 
is also a positive step for-
ward in spreading the no-
tion that early education 
is important for the public 
good.”

De Blasio pushes to expand 
3-K for All to Queens
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CHIANTI RISERVATAN

 $16.99

COPPOLA
DIAMOND CLARET

 $12.99

$10.99
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$9.99

$7.99
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THE BIG STORE WITH BIG SAVINGS
#1 IN DISCOUNT SALES

OUR 69th YEAR
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MON - WED
8:30AM - 10PM

THURS - SAT
8:30AM - 11PM

OPEN SUNDAY
12 - 7PM

qnswine@gmail.com

OPEN THANKSGIVING 8 :30AM-8PM

$12.99750 ml
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MEIOMI
Pinot Noir

$17.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/20/17

$10.99$10.99

$9.99

Coupon exp. 11/20/17 Coupon exp. 11/20/17

Liter $21.99 1.75 Liter $25.99
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SOBIESKI
Vodka

$16.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/20/17

$18.99

JIM BEAM
Bourbon

$25.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/20/17 $22.99

$29.99 Coupon exp. 11/20/17
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�!)���
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17Coupon exp. 9/10/17

GAZELA
Vinho Verde

$3.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/20/17

BOGLE
All Types except Phantom

$8.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/20/17

KENDALL JACKSON
Chardonnay

$10.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/20/17 Coupon exp. 11/20/17

$15.99
Coupon exp. 11/20/17

CORPORATEACCOUNTSWELCOME

Liter $14.99 1.75 Liter $17.99Liter

CHINOOK
Rye Whisky

BOLLA
2 Bottle Gift Set

5 Liter $16.99Coupon exp. 11/20/17

1.5 Liter $7.99

Coupon exp. 11/20/17

Liter $29.99 1.75 Liter $45.99

$8.99

750 ml $28.99 1.75 Liter $45.99
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Thank you 
to the sponsors 

of the 

2017
Queens

Ambassador
Awards

over the case. 
“Even if it’s advisory, 

the recognition by the 
jury of the cruelty and 
violence of the white-
wash is a huge victory 
for the artists in the case 
but also for the entire 
art community,” 5Pointz 
spokeswoman Marie 
Cecil Flageul said. “It 
sends a clear message 
which is: public art and 
free art is not dispos-
able. Forty-nine works of 
art violently mutilated 
have become emblems 
for all the other pieces 
on the building and for 
the entire aerosol art 
community.”

The decision by the 
six-member jury in fed-
eral court said Wolkoff 
violated the federal Visu-
al Artists Rights Act in-
voked by 21 of the 5Pointz 
artists in the court case. 

“This case is about 
stature merit and recog-
nition and we know that 
the judge will pay very 
close attention in his 

verdict to the law,” Cecil 
Flageul said. “VARA is 
a complicated law which 
requires a true under-
standing of the value of 
art, of contemporary art, 
of temporary art.”

It was the first time 
the so-called VARA law 
was used in protection of 
graffiti artwork. 

“This case is making 
history and creating a 
needed precedent for the 
visual arts in America 
and all over the world, 
after the destruction of 
the artwork which can 
never be recreated,” Cecil 
Flageul said. “The goal 
of Meres One and fellow 
plaintiffs is to stand for 
their art form and send a 
clear message on the val-
ue of graffiti and street 
art.”

Enacted in 1990, VARA 
grants artists the rights 
to prevent intentional 
modification of the visual 
artworks and the destruc-
tion or mutilation of art-
works of recognized stat-
ure.”

Wolkoff said the jury’s 
finding made his head 
spin in amazement.

“I don’t understand 
the ruling myself — I’m 
mystified,” Wolkoff said. 
“If you look at the VARA 
law, I’ve got to give them 
90 days’ notice, but they 
knew for years that the 
building was coming 
down. Everyone knew 
it. But, hey, I know noth-
ing about VARA. I’m a 
developer. If you can 
explain to me what I did 
wrong, I’d be interested 
to know. I whitewashed 
that building so they 
wouldn’t get arrested by 
protesting.”

Both parties will sub-
mit court papers in the 
next few weeks and Block 
will make the final rul-
ing and decide if Wolkoff 
must pay damages to the 
21 5Pointz artists.

“It’s up to the judge,” 
Wolkoff said. “I never did 
anything wrong. I just 
gave them a place where 
they could express them-
selves for more than 20 
years.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz

Best Wishes 
to 

Rita Maruca
from 

  The Guida Family

Guida Funeral Home
47-20 104th

www.guidafuneralhome.com
Serving the community of Corona for over a 100 years
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Roast Maryland Turkey 
Served with all the Trimmings 

Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

Individual Dinner $26  4-6 People $135
5-9 people $185  10-14 people $265  15-20 people $349 

Additional Sides $10 each  Half tray additional sides $35  Pies $15

This Thanksgiving 
enjoy your meal with

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this great 
American Holiday with you! 
Let our family serve your’s

Traditional Holiday Menu 
Our Regular/Children’s Menu 

will also be available 

Filling up quickly 
Dine with the 
O’Neill’s 

Call for reservation at

718.672.9696

Holiday Meals To Go
Enjoy culinary convenience and great homemade taste this 

Thanksgiving with our fresh fully prepared Thanksgiving meals. 
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community 
Staple 

Since 1933

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  

OR
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Queens
Newest Ballroom

Adria Hotel & Conference Center

Your Special Event 
Deserves 

A Special Place
Our newly renovated ballroom is the perfect place 

for your next catering event, 
accommodating up to 240 people.

We specialize in Weddings, 
Birthday Parties, Sweet Sixteens, Graduations, 

Communions and Quinceañeras.

For an appointment with one 
of our  Event Coordinators 
call: 718.631.5900
Email: sales@adriahotelny.com
www.adriahotelny.com 
221-17 Northern Boulevard, 
Bayside, NY 11361

Complimentary Ice Sculpture
Receive an ice sculpture, a $250 value, 

when you book a party for 100 or more guests. 
Must present this ad to redeem this offer.

BY BILL PARRY

The city will expand 
paid leave to domestic 
violence, sexual assault, 
stalking and trafficking 
survivors after Mayor Bill 
de Blasio signed a new 
law Monday which will al-
low nearly 3 million New 
Yorkers eligible for paid 
leave to attend to immedi-
ate safety needs without 
fear of penalty or loss of 
income. The bill was in-
troduced by de Blasio and 
City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) in October 
2016.

“No New Yorker should 
ever have to decide be-
tween their safety and a 
paycheck,” de Blasio said. 
“This new law will make it 
easier for survivors to get 
the care they need without 
jeopardizing their liveli-
hood.”

Across the United 
States, victims of intimate 
partner violence report an 
average of 7.2 days of work-
related lost productivity 
per year, according to the 
New York City Violence 
Task Force.

“Today, we once again 
demonstrate that New 
York City is a safe place for 

survivors of domestic vio-
lence,” Ferreras-Copelend 
said. “  With the mayor’s 
signing of this important 
legislation, victims of do-
mestic violence, sexual ha-
rassment, and human traf-
ficking will be able to take 
the time needed to procure 
protection and services 
needed to move forward 
with their lives, without 
having to worry about los-
ing their job or income.”

The law goes into effect 
180 days after the signing 
and covers leave for such 
activities as filing a police 
report, attending a court 
appearance, moving into a 
safe house, meeting with a 
civil legal attorney, social 
workers and advocates and 
meetings at the district at-
torney’s office.

Meanwhile, state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach) is reminding 
constituents that working 
families will be able to 
begin taking paid time off 
from work to care for new 
babies or very ill loved 
ones with the upcoming 
implementation of Paid 
Family Leave he has long 
championed in the state 
Senate.

“Beginning in January, 
employees who are expe-
riencing serious health 

issues in the families, 
welcoming an infant into 
their lives, or dealing with 
complications associated 
with military deployments 
will be better able to bal-
ance their needs on the 
home front with their re-
sponsibilities on the work 
front,” Addabbo said. “The 
paid family leave program 
will fully phase in by 2012, 
when eligible private em-
ployees will be able to 
take a full 12 weeks of job-
protected family leave and 
receive two-thirds of their 
paychecks.”

In January the benefit 
will begin at eight weeks 
of leave and employees 
will receive 50 percent of 
their wages.

The program is being 
lauded as the most exten-
sive paid family leave law 
in the nation.

“This will be a win-
win situation for working 
families and individuals 
who need time off to attend 
to pressing family matters 
and for employers who will 
retain skilled workers fol-
lowing their leave,” Add-
abbo said.

For more information 
visit www.ny.gov/paid-
familyleave or call the PFL 
helpline at (844) 337-6303 
with any questions.

City extends paid leave
for survivors of abuse

Mayor Bill de Blasio signs legislation that will expand the city’s paid sick leave law to allow workers to 
use time off to address safety issues  and get services connected with domestic violence and other 
criminal offenses. Courtesy of Mayor’s office
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Thornhill, 33, grew up in 
Bayside and currently lives 
in Forest Hills. He said as a 
child he would walk by the 
theater with his mother and 
she would tell him stories 
about how beautiful it was. 
The petition, which he calls 
a group effort, began as a 
Facebook page. According 
to Thornhill, supporters of 
the petition have different 
reasons for wanting to pre-
serve the theater but mainly 
they want to keep a historic, 
unique part of Queens alive. 

The theater was pur-
chased by Xinyuan Real Es-
tate last July for $66 million, 
the fifth developer to try to 
convert the long abandoned 
theater. The China-based 
real estate company plans to 
build a 16-story condomin-
ium with 269 units, while 
preserving the landmarked 
grand foyer and ticket lobby. 
The building will stand at 
just over 189 feet and the 
landmarked ticket lobby and 
grand foyer will be the entry 
for the condo.

 According to the proj-

ect schedule, the removal of 
the historic material in the 
theater began in June, and 
the demolition of the non-
landmarked parts of the sur-
rounding building started in 
October. Construction of the 
condo is set to be finished by 
April 2020.

On his petition Thornhill 
wrote that preserving RKO 
was important because it is 
one of two atmospheric the-
aters left in Queens. He said 
Xinyuan Real Estate has no 
plan for public access to the 
landmarked lobby.

“Other theaters across 
the country and in New York 
City have been restored and 
there is no reason why the 
RKO has to be left to die,” 
the petition read. “Since the 
theater has been shuttered 
there have been attempts to 
make it into either a muse-
um or performing arts cen-
ter in Queens, an equivalent 
to BAM. This may be our last 
attempt to save a piece of our 
history.”

Thornhill said that while 
there are other historic the-
aters in Queens, including 
Queens Theater and Flush-
ing Townhall, RKO has a 
greater seating capacity and 

is a relic that deserves to live 
on. 

“We are not asking Xin-
yaun Real Estate to give up 
the performance space, but 
understand that a functional 
restored theater with the 
character and beauty of a 
RKO would attract more peo-
ple to the area and could be 
a profitable venture,” the pe-
tition continued. “So please 
sign this petition to save the 
RKO Keith’s Theater before 
one of our great buildings is 
gone forever.”

The petition has hundreds 
of comments in support of 
the restoration. Commentor 
Lindy Peterson wrote that 
modern isn’t always better 
when it comes to theaters. 

“Once our heritage is gone 
it can never be replaced,” 
she wrote. “These theaters 
should be on the protected 
list for their beauty and art-
work alone. They can always 
be repurposed. There is one 
in Europe they turned into 
a beautiful library. Please 
don’t destroy this beauty.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

RKO
was leading his league in 
passing yards, completions 
and passing touchdowns 
before he became the vic-
tim of a shocking attack.

Keith Richard, a 50-
year-old Long Island City 
man, has been charged 
with attempted murder, 
among other crimes, for 
recklessly driving his ve-
hicle onto the sidewalk and 
running down Miraba, who 
was among a group who 
were throwing eggs on Hal-
loween night, according to 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. Richard is 
being held without bail and 
facing 25-years in prison if 
convicted, the DA said.

Witnesses saw Richard, 
who lives in Long Island 
City, drive his gray 2008 
Dodge Caravan onto the 
sidewalk toward the group 
of individuals, including 
Miraba, at the intersection 
of 23rd Street and Jackson 
Avenue just after 8:17 p.m. 
Oct. 31, according to the 
charges. As Miraba ran 
from the vehicle by cross-

ing Jackson Avenue, Rich-
ard allegedly struck him 
intentionally, according to 
the charges.

Richard then reversed 
the van, striking Miraba 
again, and then drove for-
ward, hitting the young 
man for the third time 
before fleeing the scene 
without rendering aid, the 
criminal complaint filed by 
the DA’s office said. Rich-
ard stopped his van a half 
block away and a witness 
approached and told him 
he had killed a person.

Richard allegedly said, 
“That’s what happens,” 
according to the criminal 
complaint.

Miraba was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter, where he was being 
treated for a fractured 
skull base, multiple spinal 
fractures, bruised lungs, 
a broken right femur, a 
pelvic fracture and a bro-
ken right ankle according 
to the Queens DA’s office. 
Richard was arraigned in 
Queens Criminal Court 
Nov. 1 on a criminal com-
plaint charging him with 
second-degree attempted 
murder, first-degree as-

sault, leaving the scene of 
an incident without report-
ing serious physical injury 
and reckless driving.

Richard was remand-
ed into custody without 
bail and ordered to re-
turn to court Nov. 14. 
Meanwhile, Miraba’s 
team struggled without 
him over the weekend.

“Chris is a very smart 
young man and a defini-
tion of a leader on the 
field,” LICHS Head Foot-
ball  Coach Joe Houghton 
said. “Chris has many, 
many friends and no en-
emies. He is well liked 
by everyone he comes in 
contact with.”

Doctors told the teen’s 
mother, Maria Miraba, 
that he needs multiple 
surgeries and a rod in-
serted into his back to 
mend his shattered spine 
and he will likely never 
play football again, ac-
cording to the Daily 
News.

“We will know more 
about his prognosis fol-
lowing his surgeries,” 
Houghton said. “He is in 
high spirits and has a ton 
of support.”

Continued from Page 1 

Miraba

tire grassroots campaign 
changed. We worked 
harder in neighborhoods 
like Woodhaven, where 
we banged on doors and 
engaged deeply with the 
residents about the short-
comings in their neigh-
borhood. Many were re-
ceptive because no one 
ever asked them and that’s 
what a Council member is 
supposed to do. They nev-
er saw Elizabeth Crowley 
in their neighborhood.”

Crowley, who was 
seeking a third term, took 
off the gloves during her 
comments at Woodhaven 
House.

“We’re not giving up 
this fight,” Crowley said. 
“We already have one nut 
head, one crazy guy in 
the White House. Do we 
really want another one 
in City Hall? I have all 
the confidence in the vot-
ers in Council District 30 
that they don’t want an-
other Donald Trump.”

Crowley and Holden 
have been throwing hay-
makers at each other 
since the president of the 
Juniper Park Civic As-
sociation announced his 
run in April. He wasn’t 
surprised by the com-
ment.

“This is the kind of 
person she is. She’ll take 
my 30 years of service to 
the community and toss it 
away,” Holden said. “She 
labeled me as Angry Bob 
and calls me a crybaby. 
During the primary she 
labeled me a Republican 
and when I ran on the 
Republican party line in 
the general, she painted 
me as a Democrat. Now 
I know why people don’t 
want to get into politics 
anymore.”

Crowley wasn’t fin-
ished maligning Holden.

“I have an opponent 
who wanted to divide us 
and build hate and sepa-
rate us, but he has only 
brought me closer to my 
constituents,” she said. 
“You people did the hard 
work by telling the truth 

about the work our of-
fice has accomplished 
and while we’re proud of 
the work we have accom-
plished, we know we have 
challenges ahead making 
this city more affordable 
for our seniors and our 
young families.”

But for now, the two 
bitter opponents will 
have to wait a week or 
two to find out who won. 
Holden said Tuesday 
night was the greatest 
moment of his life since 
he nearly caught Kirk 
Gibson’s famous home 
run in Game One of the 
1988 World Series at 
Dodger Stadium.

“I know the count has 
to be validated, but I’m 
confident,” he said. “And 
even if it collapses on me 
I’ll know that I did my 
very best and my volun-
teers were on a mission. 
I think we were all win-
ners as a community.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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Thanksgiving Catering


