
BY BILL PARRY

One of the more incendiary 
political races in recent borough 
history came to a quiet close 
Thursday as two-term incumbent 

City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) conceded 
defeat to bitter rival Robert Hold-
en. The political newcomer was 
declared the winner in District 30 
by a slim margin of 137 votes after 

absentee ballots and paper votes 
were counted by the city Board of 
Election Wednesday. 

“The last nine years have 
been some of the most rewarding 
and fulfilling of my entire life,” 

Crowley said in a statement. “I 
want to thank the communities 
of Glendale, Maspeth, Middle Vil-
lage, Ridgewood, Woodhaven and 
Woodside for both believing in 
me and working together to make 
our communities better. It’s been 
a true honor.”

She did not mention Holden by 
name. The two had attacked each 
other often during the grueling 
campaign, most notably on Crow-
ley’s support of Mayor de Blasio’s 
plan to close Rikers Island and 
replace it with community jails. 
Holden also accused Crowley of 
not doing enough when the city 
tried to convert the Maspeth Holi-
day Inn Express into a homeless 
shelter while Holden led nightly 
protests for months.

Crowley easily defeated Hold-
en in the Democratic primary in 
September, but the Queens GOP 
gave him their Republican party 
line, which he ran on along with 
the Conservative, Reform and 
Dump de Blasio lines. The long-
time president of the Juniper Park 
Civic Association, and frequent 
Crowley critic, declared victory 
on Election Night when Holden 
captured 10,221 votes to Crowley’s 
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The family of Regina Arroya left not just roses on the memorial wall, but their invitation from City Hall for the 
annual remembrance ceremony in the Rockways for the 265 people killed in the 2001 crash of Flight 587 bound 
for Puerto Rico. See photos on Page 3.   Photo by Michael Shain

BY MARK HALLUM

Mayor Bill de Blasio may 
have won more than twice the 
votes for Assemblywoman Ni-
cole Malliotakis (R-Staten Is-
land) overall in Queens Nov. 7, 
but the GOP choice for City Hall 
pulled ahead of the incumbent in 
five Assembly districts, Board 
of Elections results show.

District 26, which Assembly-
woman Edward Braunstein (D-
Bayside) represents, saw voters 
cast the highest amount of bal-
lots in favor of Malliotakis de-
spite domination by Democratic 
officials at the city, state and 
federal level with about 14,000 
votes going her way to de Bla-
sio’s roughly 8,000.

Neighborhoods in this dis-
trict have a history of strong Re-
publican support, only recently 
swinging left after overlapping 
districts saw state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) defeat Re-
publican Frank Padavan in 2009 
and former Republican Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran replaced 
by Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) in 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Flushing, Jamaica Hills, Jamaica and Long Is-
land City are home to the top 10 worst landlords in 
the borough, according to a 2017 Watchlist released 
by the public advocate. 

“The Worst Landlords Watchlist is a powerful 

Flushing landlords 
among boro’s worst

BY BILL PARRY

The advocates behind the 
Brooklyn Queens Connector 
project, a 14-mile streetcar 
line along the Brooklyn and 
Queens waterfront, unveiled 
a sleek prototype for the proj-
ect Monday and urged May-

or Bill de Blasio to move for-
ward with plans for the $2.5 
billion project and make it a 
top second-term priority. 

The 46-foot-long Citadis 
405, constructed in and 
shipped from Nice, France, 
made its debut at the Brook-
lyn Navy Yards in front of 

a crowd of supporters that 
included Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, NY-
CHA leaders and representa-
tives of the waterfront busi-
ness community.

“We wanted to crystal-
ize for New Yorkers what 
this type of mode could look 

Some residents from western Queens 
get a close-up look at the first prototype 
of of a BQX streetcar and they like what 
they saw. Photo by Bill Parry

Mayor loses 
fi ve districts

in Queens

Holden wins City Council race
Crowley concedes to challenger, who clinches District 30 seat by 137-vote margin

Continued on Page 18Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 16 Continued on Page 16

First look at BQX prototype

NEVER FORGET
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Tragedy of Flight 587
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

It has been 16 years since Flight 587 from JFK to the Dominican 
Republic crashed after take-off in the Rockaways, killing 260 
people on-board and five on the ground, the second-deadliest 
air disaster in U.S. history.

Because the plane crashed into homes in Belle Harbor, killing five bystanders on the ground, the city’s first responders are a big 
presence every year at the memorial service.

The grandchildren of Hipolito and Ubencia Algarroba, who died in the crash, grasp their picture during the service.

The memorial’s curved wall was designed with openings to 
symbolize those who are missing. Mourners filled the holes 
with white roses.

In the week after the mayor was re-elected to a second term, 
several people at the memorial congratulated him on his 
landslide victory. 
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rate declining in Queens
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
A new report from the Cit-

izens Committee for Children 
revealed that childhood pov-
erty has Queens decreased.

The nonprofit’s report, 
“Keeping Track of New York 
City’s Children,” tracked is-
sues, including housing, edu-
cation and health that affect 
the city’s 1.8 million children. 
The organization looked 
at data from a five-year pe-
riod, 2012 to 2015, across all 
boroughs. While the study 
showed that the poverty 
rate in Queens has declined, 
there are certain areas in the 
borough where children are 
struggling. 

According to the report, 
boroughwide the high school 
graduation rate went up from 
63.6 percent to 70.5 percent 
and the high school drop-out 
rate went down from 9.5 per-
cent to 7.9 percent. Early edu-
cation numbers in Queens 
also saw improvement as 
3-year-old and 4-year-old en-
rollment in early education 
went up from 58.4 percent to 
56.6 percent. 

In other areas the results 
were mixed. According to 
the report, families entering 
homeless shelters in Queens 
(per 1,000 households) went 
up from 1.5 percent to 1.7 per-
cent, while children living 
in overcrowded rental space 
went up from 12.6 to 12.8 per-
cent. 

The report also revealed 
that while the poverty rate 
went down from 16.2 percent 
to 13.8 percent in Queens, pa-
rental employment instability 
rose from 25.3 percent to 26.3 
percent and median income 
for families with children in 
Queens barely went up, ris-
ing from $57,436 to $57,735.

According to Jennifer 
March, executive director of 
CCC, the data from the study 
highlighted “significant geo-
graphical and racial/ethnic 
disparities” throughout differ-
ent neighborhoods and a need 
for greater investment to ad-
dress the needs of children and 
promote economic mobility.  

“With the largest popu-
lation of children in the 
country, what we do for our 

youngest New Yorkers has 
the potential to raise the bar 
nationwide on how we ap-
proach efforts to strengthen 
outcomes and combat dis-
parities,” March said. “We 
must leverage the data to help 
us identify opportunities to 
build on recent successes and 
better address the barriers to 
well-being children and fami-
lies continue to face in their 
daily lives.”

 March said the most sig-
nificant finding was that al-
though median incomes have 
begun to return to their pre-
recession levels, the median 
family income is over $200,000 
in some districts, compared 
to just over $20,000 in others. 
The report also found that de-
spite the economic recovery, 
nearly 70 percent of poor New 
York City households spend 
at least half of their income on 
rent and the number of fami-
lies with children entering 
homeless shelters increased 
more than 20 percent from 
2013 to 2016 citywide. 

CCC listed multiple sug-
gestions for the city moving 
forward to improve the qual-
ity of children’s lives in the 
city, including managing ac-
cess to programs like Pre-K 
for All and 3-K so that kids 
in neighborhoods like Ozone 
Park, Howard Beach and 
Broad Channel, which has 
lower education enrollment 
rates compared to the rest 
of the borough and city, can 
take advantage of the pro-
grams. According to March, 
the foundation for a child’s 

social and emotional growth 
and school readiness is set in 
infancy.

“Much more must be done 
to expand access to afford-
able family-based and center-
based care for infants and 
toddlers,” she said. “As Pre-K 
for All and 3-K continue to ex-
pand, the roll out of new seats 
must be managed in a way 
that promotes an integrated 
system serving all race, eth-
nicity and income groups.”

The CCC also suggested 
reduced priced MetroCards, 
vans, shuttles and buses in 
hard to reach communities. 

“Access to transporta-
tion is a critical ingredient 
in school participation, labor 
force attachment and eco-
nomic mobility; and yet, far 
too many regions of the city 
are socially isolated and the 
cost of transportation is pro-
hibitive for poor New York-
ers.” March said. 

Finally CCC suggested 
increased attention being 
paid to the unique needs of 
homeless children and their 
parents.

“Prevention must not 
only be strengthened, but sig-
nificant investments must be 
made to provide appropriate 
services while children are 
in shelter as well as to con-
tinue needed supports once 
the family is permanently 
housed.” March said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

The Citizens Committee for Children has suggested expanding Pre- 
K For All and 3-K.        Courtesy of the Mayor’s office/Benjamin Kanter
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Health care has been in the headlines a lot lately. What does it mean 
to you? At MetroPlus, getting affordable health insurance for your family 

doesn’t have to be complicated. Thanks to all the new MetroPlus Community 
Offi ces, chances are we’re not far from you. We’re everywhere from the 

Staten Island Mall to Parkchester in the Bronx. Sunset Park in Brooklyn 
to Skyview Mall in Queens. For a full list of neighborhood locations, visit 

metroplus.org. Drop in for a visit! And yes, you can bring the kids!

SIGN UP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

Pick up kids from school
Buy Groceries
Get Health Care

Enroll by December 15 for coverage january 1
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Cop-killer found guilty
Queens DA: Murderer likely to ‘never again taste another day of freedom’

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Demetrius Blackwell, 37, 

was convicted of the cold-
blooded murder of NYPD Of-
ficer Brian Moore in Queens 
Village more than two years 
ago.

A jury in State Supreme 
Court found Blackwell re-
sponsible for the shooting of 
Moore in May 2015 as well as 
an attack on his partner.  The 
guilty verdict on the charges 
of first-degree murder and 
attempted murder carries 
a sentence of life inprison 
without the possibility of pa-
trol.

“The evidence of the de-
fendant’s guilt presented at 
trial was truly overwhelm-
ing. The jury fairly weighed 
all the evidence offered by 
both sides before concluding– 
unanimously and beyond a 
reasonable doubt – that the 
defendant deliberately fired 
a weapon at the two police 
officers without provocation 
or warning, killing one of 
them,” Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said. 
“It is likely that he will never 
again taste another day of 
freedom.”

Although he was only 25, 
Moore was already a deco-
rated officer with more than 
150 arrests to his credit when 
he was on a routine patrol in 
an unmarked car in Queens 
Village. Moore and his part-
ner, Officer Erik Jansen, 
stopped Blackwell on 222nd 
Street because they thought 
he was carrying a gun. 

The two had witnessed 
Blackwell adjusting some-
thing in his waistband.

Moore called out, “Police, 
you got something?”

Blackwell fired three 
shots into the car with an il-
legal five-shot revolver and 
hit Moore in the head, pros-
ecutors said. Jansen  rushed 
Moore to Jamaica Hospital, 
where he died two days later 
and was posthumously pro-
moted to detective.

Police arrested Blackwell, 
who lived in the area, a cou-
ple of hours after the shoot-
ing. He had gotten rid of the 

weapon, changed his clothes 
and had small amounts of co-
caine and marijuana on him, 
the DA said.

“The defendant’s actions 
were a direct attack on our 
society and the law and so-
berly reminds us of the un-
seen dangers that our police 
officers face each day – and 
the ultimate sacrifice they 
may be called upon to make – 
as they carry out their sworn 
duty to protect and serve our 
communities,” Brown con-
tinued. “Our sympathies go 
out to Officer Brian Moore’s 
family for the loss of their 

loved one and the prolonged 
pain that they and Officer 
Erik Jansen and his family 
have had to endure as this 
case made its way through 
the criminal justice system. 
Although the verdict cannot 
bring back Brian I hope that 
today’s conviction brings a 
sense of closure and comfort 
to his family, friends and col-
leagues, knowing that his 
killer finally has been held 
accountable for his heinous 
and cowardly act.”

In closing arguments in 
State Supreme Court, pros-
ecutors claimed Blackwell 
was more concerned over 
who had won the Floyd May-
weather-Manny Pacquiao 
fight around the time of the 
crime than the shooting. He 
was described as remorseless 
by Queens Assistant District 
Attorney Dan Saunders.

Blackwell’s court-appoint-
ed attorney, David Bart, ar-
gued the defendant was not 
sound of mind, according to 
ABC7.

“Mr. Blackwell has sei-
zures and psychosis mix-
tures that show he was not 
responsible,” Bart said. “He 
acted badly, wrongly and 
stupidly, but it was not intent 
to kill.”

Blackwell faces life in 
prison when he is sentenced 
Dec. 12 without the possibil-
ity of parole.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Demetrious Blackwell is handcuffed and led away after being 
convicted of the 2015 murder of Officer Brian Moore in Queens 
Village.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan 

Flushing sidewalk 
construction complete

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Construction on Flush-
ing’s busiest district has 
been completed after a year 
of extensive work. 

The Department of Trans-
portation, Department of 
Design and Construction 
and City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D- Flushing) gathered 
in downtown Flushing Nov. 
9 to unveil the completion 
of a $7.8 million sidewalk 
widening project along 
Main Street. In addition to 
the sidewalk widening, new 
street amenities were in-
troduced that the DOT said 
will improve traffic flow 
and increase pedestrian 
safety in the second busiest 
transit hub in the city be-
hind Times Square. 

The upgrades, Main 
Street’s first reconstruc-
tion in over 20 years. in-
clude sidewalks widened 
by up to nine feet in some 
areas from 38th Avenue to 
41st Avenue.  According to 
DOT Queens Commission-
er Nina Garcia, the project 
also included upgraded 
water mains and sewers, 
new catch basins and fire 
hydrants,  improved high-
efficiency street lighting 
and traffic signals, new 
high-strength concrete 
reinforced bus pads and a 
new northbound SBS bus 
lane between 40th Road 
and Roosevelt Ave. 

Garcia said the newly 
widened sidewalks on Main 
Street will support more ef-
ficient movement of people 

on this key commercial cor-
ridor. 

Councilman Koo, who 
contributed over $300,000 in 
funding toward the project, 
thanked DOT and DDC for 
helping complete the proj-
ect. He said the renovation 
will serve the people who 
live, work and visit Flush-
ing for years to come

“Today marks the com-
pletion of one of the biggest 
infrastructure improve-
ments to Flushing’s trans-
portation hub in the last 20 
years,” he said. “For far too 
long, Flushing’s sidewalks 
were too small to accom-
modate the thousands of 
people who commute here 
via bus, train and car. Now 
with as much as nine feet 
of new sidewalk space in 
some places, walking down 
Main Street is a new and 
improved experience. 

Congresswoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) said 
the reconstruction of Main 
Street will increase safety 
and street conditions in 
one of the city’s busiest 
corridors. 

“The new and wider 
sidewalks will also provide 
more space for pedestrians 
and ease crowding,” she 
said. “As the population of 
Flushing continues to grow, 
it is critical that we main-
tain and invest in the area’s 
infrastructure.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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AUBURNDALE  BAYSIDE  BRIARWOOD  CAMBRIA HEIGHTS  
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Now Serving More of Queens than Ever

Home sales prices surge in Jamaica Estates
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
Jamaica Estates 

topped the list of New 
York City neighborhoods 
where home sale prices 
have risen the most, ac-
cording to a new report 
from the real estate blog 
Streeteasy. 

Streeteasy looked at 
areas in New York City 
where closing prices were 
up by the largest amount 
from the third quarter of 
2016 to the same period in 
2017.

“Changing sale prices 
can reveal a lot about the 
strengths and appeal of a 
neighborhood,” the blog 
said.

According to Street-
easy, while median re-
corded sales prices show 
where prices are rising, 
this is not necessarily an 
indication that the value 
of all homes in the area 
have gone up. The metric 
used indicates that the 
overall price of homes 

in the area is increasing 
based on the homes sold 
within the given time pe-
riod. Streeteasy also said 
that quickly rising prices 
can indicate a changing 
landscape. 

“The price of homes in 
a neighborhood can go up 
for many reasons,” Street-
easy Senior Economist 
Grant Long said. “For 
example, the value of ex-
isting homes in the area 
may have gone up. Bigger 
homes may be for sale in 
the area or newer, more 
upscale homes may be on 
the market.”

At No. 1 on the list Ja-
maica Estates had a me-
dian recorded sales price 
of $435,440, up 186 percent 
with 34 recorded sales 
over the 12-month period. 
According to Streeteasy, 
Jamaica Estates has long 
been considered a “sleepy 
bedroom community” but 
has been back in the spot-
light after the election of 
President Donald Trump, 

whose childhood home is 
located at 85-15 Wareham 
Road. His early childhood 
house was put on the mar-
ket recently and is cur-
rently being rented out on 
Airbnb. 

Despite the publicity 
surrounding the presi-
dent’s home, Streeteasy 
said Trump cannot take 
all the credit for the 

neighborhood’s recent 
popularity, saying it has 
been a place to watch for 
a while now. The blog at-
tributed upsurge in pric-
es to “healthy growth in 
population since 2011, 
strong growth in interest 
among buyers and rent-
ers, comparatively low 
prices and convenient ac-
cess to the New York City 

subway and Long Island 
Railroad systems.” 

Coming in second was 
Clearview, which Street-
easy indicates is a sec-
tion between Whitestone 
and Bayside. The median 
recorded sale price in 
Clearview was $650,000, 
up 132 percent from the 
year before with 51 re-
corded sales.

Behind Clearview 
was another northeast 
Queens neighborhood,  
Little Neck, with a me-
dian recorded sales price 
of $607,000, up 117 percent 
from the previous year 
with 80 recorded sales. 

Rounding out the top 
five was another surprise 
with Elmhurst, which had 
a median recorded sales 
price of $692,000, up 69.7 
percent from 2016, with 
126 recorded sales. 

According to Street-
easy, contributing factors 
to the higher prices in 
Elmhurst are the rising 
population, proximity to 

subways and the current 
price level as key indica-
tors of the neighborhood’s 
growing appeal.

“Elmhurst’s recent 
surge in recorded sales 
price and volume cannot 
be ascribed to new devel-
opment activity,” the blog 
said. “Instead, the major 
sales in Elmhurst reflect 
the mixed housing stock 
of the neighborhood, and 
include a large share of 
multi-family homes. Last 
quarter, Elmhurst saw 
several multifamilies sell 
for nearly $1 million.”

The only neighborhood 
outside of Queens to make 
the top five was Midtown 
South, which came in 
fourth with a median 
recorded sales price of 
$1,339,591, up 107 percent 
from 2016, with 36 record-
ed sales. 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Home sale prices in Jamaica Estates have risen 186 percent in the 
last year. AP
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                        

MON. NOV. 27th

QUEENS
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

WED. NOV. 29th

QUEENS
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

THUR. NOV. 30th

QUEENS
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
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AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.
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Queens
Newest Ballroom

Adria Hotel & Conference Center

Your Special Event 
Deserves 

A Special Place
Our newly renovated ballroom is the perfect place 

for your next catering event, 
accommodating up to 240 people.

We specialize in Weddings, 
Birthday Parties, Sweet Sixteens, Graduations, 

Communions and Quinceañeras.

For an appointment with one 
of our  Event Coordinators 
call: 718.631.5900
Email: sales@adriahotelny.com
www.adriahotelny.com 
221-17 Northern Boulevard, 
Bayside, NY 11361

Complimentary Ice Sculpture
Receive an ice sculpture, a $250 value, 

when you book a party for 100 or more guests. 
Must present this ad to redeem this offer.

 BY BILL PARRY

Plaxall is working with 
the city to rezone a 15-acre 
parcel that surrounds Anable 
Basin on the Long Island City 
waterfront for a new mix-use 
district that would rise over 
the next 15 years. It would 
bring a 65-story tower, 5,000 
residential units spread out 
over eight buildings that will 
include 25 percent affordable 
housing, manufacturing and 
office space.

 The ambitious project 
also would provide retail 
space,  arts and cultural com-
ponents, car-free pedestrian 
walkways, a new 700-seat 
public school and a water-
front esplanade to make An-
able Basin accessible to the 
public.

“It’s a development struc-
ture that we believe is the 
wave of the future,” Plaxall 
Managing Director Paula 
Kirby said. Kirby and her 
cousins, Matthew Quigley 
and Tony Pfohl, run the plas-
tics company that has been 
an anchor in the Long Island 
City community for more 
than 70 years with strong ties 
to the borough’s arts and cul-
tural institutions, charities 
such as Queens Community 
House, and Queens Library. 
The three have watched for 
the last 15 years as the gritty 
industrial neighborhood has 
morphed into a city of gleam-
ing residential towers, known 
locally as “vertical cruise 
ships” that are packed with 
high-end amenities, where 
residents tend to stay in their 
buildings instead of becom-
ing a part of the community.

“We’ve discussed our 
potential redevelopment of 
Anable Basin with many 
community members over 
the years,” Quigley said. “Al-
though many are understand-
ably concerned about change 
and development, we believe 
we have a very persuasive 
case that the benefits to our 
project -- affordable hous-
ing, great public open space, 
school seats, retail, light in-
dustrial and artist workspace 
-- make this a plan that really 
meets some important local 

needs.”
Plaxall hopes to have its 

plan certified by City Plan-
ning by the spring, which 
would start the seven-month 
public review process by 
Community Board 2, the 
Queens borough president, 
the City Planning Commis-
sion and the City Council.

“We are prepared to 
continue working with our 
neighbors, elected officials, 
and other local stakeholders 
to refine and improve the pro-
posal through the rezoning 
process,” Kirby said.

 There was negative reac-
tion on social media Tues-
day when a New York Times 
headline said the 65-story 
tower would be record-break-
ing, the tallest high-rise out-
side of Manhattan. But Matt 
Quigley explained during 
a briefing Tuesday that by 
the time the 695-foot tower is 
built there will be a number 
of taller towers in Queens 
and Brooklyn.

“At 695 it wouldn’t be the 
highest,” Quigley said. “May-
be we should put an exclama-
tion mark on that.”

Plaxall brought in Jona-
than Drescher, who served as 
senior vice president of proj-
ect development at the Durst 
Organization for more than 
a decade overseeing Hal-
lets Point in Astoria and the 
Clock Tower development in 
Queens Plaza, to manage the 
rezoning effort.

“Through our plan, the 
new Anable Basin would 
be a place where people live 

and work in the same place 
-- enhancing quality of life, 
productivity and easing the 
demands on transit and ener-
gy infrastructure by placing 
workplaces closer to home,” 
he said.

In advance of the public 
review process, Plaxall will 
hold a number of informal 
drop-in sessions to talk to 
neighbors about the project 
over the next few months. De-
tails on those sessions will be 
posted on the Anable Basin 
project website in the com-
ing weeks, although its plan 
has plenty of support already 
among community leaders.

“Paula, Matt and Tony 
care deeply about western 
Queens and have provided 
invaluable support over the 
years to help local residents 
break the cycle of poverty,” 
Urban Upbound Co-founder 
and CEO Bishop Mitchell 
Taylor said. “We hear a lot 
about new development, but 
what’s different here is that 
this plan was put together 
by people who have lived and 
breathed in this community 
for years. They understand 
what makes LIC work, what 
can help it grow responsibly, 
and what elements must re-
main to maintain its charac-
ter. This plan accomplishes 
all three.”

The project would support 
nearly 2,600 permanent jobs 
at full build-out -- over five 
times the number of existing 
onsite jobs at Anable Basin -- 
and generate $450 million in 
annual economic output.

Plaxall reveals new plan
for big LIC development

Plaxall plans for a new mixed-use development to be 
built out around Anable Basin in Long Island City which 
will inlude a 65-story tower and a waterfront esplanade. 

Courtesy WXY architecture + urban design



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
NO

V. 
19

, 2
01

7
12 DACA recipients dreaming of a new solution

BY ANNABELLE BLAIR
 
Nearly one month after 

DACA recipients’ Oct. 5, 
cutoff deadline to apply for 
a two-year status renewal 
 , New York policymakers, 
immigration officials and 
community leaders still 
wrestle with a solution for 
the Dreamers.

More than 40,000 undocu-
mented young adults in New 
York, brought to the United 
States as children, claim 
the status of a Dreamer. Un-
der an executive order from 
the Obama administration, 
Dreamers were allowed to 
work and attend school in 
the United States. President 
Trump ended this program 
with an executive order Sep. 
5, calling on Congress to 
settle the fate of Dreamers 
before March 5, and allow-
ing Dreamers one month to 
apply to renew their status 
in the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program 
before it stopped taking ap-
plicants.

The current solutions of-
fered for  Dreamers affected 
by the soon to be dropped 
the program are short-term. 
Lawmakers are racing to en-
act legislation that includes 
a path to citizenship before 
the March 5 deadline, when 

Dreamers will lose work per-
mits and become susceptible 
to deportation. 

“DACA alone was a small 
solution,” said panelist Bitta 
Mostofi, acting commission-
er of the NYC Mayor’s Office 
of Immigrant Affairs. “But 
the fix is really legislative—
to ensure that these young 
people can stay here without 
threat.” 

 Exactly what that legisla-
tion will be is yet to be deter-
mined.

On Nov. 1, City & State 
New York, a media com-
pany specializing in politi-
cal coverage, hosted the“On 
Immigration” forum at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage 
in Lower Manhattan. In two 
separate panels, speakers 
discussed support for the 
city’s Dreamers and stressed 
New York’s economic de-
pendence on immigrant en-
trepreneurs, who make up 
nearly half of the business 
owners.

About 48 percent of 
Queens residents are immi-
grants, according to a 2015 
brief by the city Department 
of Planning. Elmhurst and 
Corona are two of the neigh-
borhoods with the highest 
foreign-born population. 

Keynote speaker Scott 
Stringer, the city comptrol-

ler, said the issue of immi-
gration should be at the fore-
front of current discussions 
because of its direct effect on 
“our neighborhoods.”  His so-
lution was to create a private-
public fund,   which would 
include an earned path to 
citizenship for immigrants. 

To work towards the re-
ality of this fund, Stringer 
said he has  had “construc-
tive meetings” at City Hall.  
He hopes the private-public 
partnership will be accepted 
by lawmakers and citizens, 
not just in the city but across 
the nation. He did not elabo-
rate further on where the 
city was in this process.

According to Stringer, 
670,000 New Yorkers who are 
currently eligible to become 

U.S. citizens haven’t applied. 
This is largely because of 
inflated citizenship applica-
tion fees: $625 for an applica-
tion as well as a 500 percent 
increase in associated legal 
and language-class fees 
since 1989.

 About 42,000 Dreamers 
live in New York City, many 
of them in Queens

Many young Dreamers 
struggled to come up with 
the $495 application fee to re-
apply for a two-year renewal 
to the DACA program within 
the two-month window allot-
ted by the Trump adminis-
tration. Some Dreamers did 
receive funds to help them 
renew their work permits 
and residency status. 

Mostofi said the mayor’s 

office, which is a strong 
defender of the city’s immi-
grant population,  is primar-
ily focused on education for 
Dreamers, including con-
necting them to legal and 
other resources. The office 
has partnered with over 100 
mayors across the nation to 
petition Congress to pass a 
Dream Act before the March 
deadline.  

Although Mostofi said 
the mayor’s office recogniz-
es the possibility that such 
legislation will not be  passed 
in time, they are confident 
that it will. “That is entirely 
where our focus is at this mo-
ment—to fight for the legisla-
tive solution,” she said.

 According to Mostofi, the 
wages of DACA recipients in 
New York City are estimated 
at $500 million and their city 
taxes at $19 million. “We’re 
not talking about people who 
aren’t giving back, aren’t 
contributing to our econo-
mies,” she said of the Dream-
ers. “We have to shift the 
narrative.”

Stuart Schulman, profes-
sor of management at the 
Zicklin School of Business 
at Baruch College, said New 
York provides a model of 
embracing immigrant com-
munities that other cities 
across the country attempt 

to imitate. 
David Dyssegaard Kal-

lick, a senior fellow at the 
Fiscal Policy Institute and 
author of numerous studies 
on the economic effects of 
immigration, emphasized 
the importance of immi-
grant business owners in 
city neighborhoods. 

Outside of the sheer num-
bers—48 percent of business 
owners in  the city are first-
generation immigrants and 
46 percent of the workforce 
is made up of immigrants—
immigrants are twice as 
likely to own a Main Street 
business. He said these  busi-
nesses are the kind that re-
vitalize neighborhoods: “the 
grocery stores, the retail 
shops, the dry cleaners—the 
things that make a neighbor-
hood feel like it has some 
character.”

Lorelei Salas, commis-
sioner of the city Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs, 
said the department strives 
to have open conversations 
with immigrant business 
owners, designating times 
of face-to-face conversations 
between owners and inspec-
tors, focused solely on educa-
tion, not fines. It also offers 
translation services and 
coaching for new business 
owners. 

BY BILL PARRY

For decades environ-
mentalists have warned of 
the dangers of improper dis-
posal of prescription drugs 
and the harm it is doing to 
the water supple. Late last 
month, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo announced the roll-out 
of a program in which 280 
locations statewide would 
begin accepting unused 
prescription drugs, but 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) believes 
more should be done to 
battle the potential safety, 
health and environmental 
hazards.

As a member of the Sen-
ate Environmental Con-
servation Committee, Add-

abbo is urging final action 
on legislation S. 6750 he co-
sponsors that will require 
chain pharmacies to collect 
unused, unwanted or ex-
pired controlled substances 
from the public.

“This bill has passed the 
Senate and Assembly, with 
bi-partisan support. and 
will be sent to the governor 
for final consideration by 
the end of the year,” Addab-
bo said. “I hope he will sign 
it into law to help protect 
both the environment and 
public health from drugs 
thrown into the trash or 
flushed down the drain.”

In April , Americans 
turned in 450 tons of pre-
scription drugs at nearly 
4,050 sites operated by the 

federal Drug Enforcement 
Agency, and a police pre-
cinct in Addabbo’s district 
took part.

“This event offered my 
constituents a valuable op-
portunity to safely dispose 
of old drugs,” he said. “But 
we need to provide New 
Yorkers with more consis-
tent access to safe and se-
cure medication disposal 
sites. Final approval of this 
legislation requiring chain 
pharmacies to collect these 
potentially dangerous sub-
stances would be very 
helpful in addressing this 
issue.”

A 2014 study by the fed-
eral Environmental Protec-
tion Agency tested samples 
from 50 large wastewater 

treatment plants nation-
wide for the presence of 56 
drugs. More than half the 
samples tested positive for 
at least 25 of the monitored 
medications.

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, almost 70 percent of 
all Americans take at least 
one prescription medica-
tion, which is up 48 percent 
from 2007-2008. Another 
concern is that the improp-
er disposal of controlled 
substances or keeping them 
sitting in medicine cabinets 
for long periods of time is 
adding to the opioid addic-
tion epidemic across the 
state and nation.

“We need to make it easi-
er for consumers to dispose 
of unwanted medication in 

a safe and secure manner, 
and requiring large phar-
macies operating in New 
York to offer collection ser-
vices is part of the solution,” 
Addabbo said. “This bill 
would also address the drug 
addiction issue by reducing 
the availability of unused 
prescription drugs.”

Meanwhile, Cuomo 
signed another measure 
on Veterans Day allow-
ing medical marijuana to 
be used in the treatment 
of post-traumatic stress 
disorder. The bill allows 
military veterans, police 
officers and firefighters 
and domestic violence 
survivors access to the 
state’s growing marijuana 
dispensary system.

“It is particularly heart-
ening that so many of our 
servicemen and women 
come home from serving 
their country to struggle 
with PTSD, which can be 
a very isolating and mis-
understood condition,” 
Addabbo said. “No man or 
woman who has stepped up 
and made brave sacrifices 
on behalf of our nation in 
the armed forces should 
be without resources to ad-
dress the impact of their 
service on their physical, 
emotional and psychologi-
cal health.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Audience members representing a variety of organizations and 
businesses listen as New Yorkers and DACA panelists respond to 
questions at a conference in Manhattan. Photo by Annabelle Blair

Addabbo wants action on drug disposal bill
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On Saturday,
December 16th at 3P.M.
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Bring your MRI
for an 
evaluation
by our doctor.
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Roast Maryland Turkey 
Served with all the Trimmings 

Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

Individual Dinner $26  4-6 People $135
5-9 people $185  10-14 people $265  15-20 people $349 

Additional Sides $10 each  Half tray additional sides $35  Pies $15

This Thanksgiving 
enjoy your meal with

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this great 
American Holiday with you! 
Let our family serve your’s

Traditional Holiday Menu 
Our Regular/Children’s Menu 

will also be available 

Filling up quickly 
Dine with the 
O’Neill’s 

Call for reservation at

718.672.9696

Holiday Meals To Go
Enjoy culinary convenience and great homemade taste this 

Thanksgiving with our fresh fully prepared Thanksgiving meals. 
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community 
Staple 

Since 1933

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  

OR
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

December 9 - 10 
Tickets from $20

www.queenstheatre.org 
718.760.0064

Steve Solomon’s  
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tool to put these unscrupulous land-
lords on notice and gives tenants the 
tools to hold them accountable,” said 
Public Advocate Letitia James.

Hillside House Management, 
which topped the list as the worst 
landlord in Queens, had five viola-
tions from the city’s Department of 
Buildings, according to the data. 
In the northeast section of Queens 
seven landlords in Flushing had 
1,217 violations from the city’s Hous-
ing Preservation and Development 
wing.

The landlords in Flushing on the 
list include Nada Gracin (2), Lucia 
Chiao (3), Rebecca Cerecedo (4), Wil-
liam Niarakis (7), Michael Cantasa-
no (9), and Norman Mirsky (10) 

One of the landlords, James Yoo 
(8), had a tax lien in the past two 
years at the residential space he 
rented to tenants on 63-69 110 St. 

The highest HPD abuses were in 
southeast Queens at Hillside House 
Management Co., located at 87-40 
165 St. in Jamaica Hills. The com-
pany, which manages 119 units, had 
383 violations, according to land-
lordwatchlist.com. 

The other southeast Queens 
landlord to make the top 10 of worst 
landlords in the borough was Jen-

nifer Adjara, who was No. 5 on the 
list.  Her rental property is located 
at 106-43 156 St. in Jamaica. There 
were 162 HPD violations at the 
place she manages, according to the 
watchlist. 

Northwestern Queens had 
one landlord in the top 10, Ronald 
Swartz (6), who manages 41 units 
at 34-01 Ave. in Long Island City, ac-
cording to the list. 

In all, there were 1,919 violations 
in Flushing, Jamaica Hills, Jamai-
ca and Long Island City. In total, the 
landlords manage 351 units. 

“No New Yorker should be sub-
jected to live in a hazardous home, 
yet bad landlords in our city are 
forcing too many tenants to live 
in dangerous and indecent condi-
tions,” James said. 

To make the list landlords with 
fewer than 35 units must have an av-
erage of at least three open and seri-
ous violations per unit, according 
to the list criteria. Those with more 
must have at least two open viola-
tions that are serious per unit. 

“We will continue to identify the 
worst abusers of tenants and take 
on practices that deny working fam-
ilies a chance to simply live in safe, 
decent housing,” James said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573. 

Continued from Page 1 

Landlords
like and feel like on our 
city’s streets,” Friends 
of the Brooklyn Queens 
Connector Executive 
Director Ya-Ting Liu 
said. “It’s very hard to 
see what it’s like from an 
artist rendering unless 
you’ve recently been to a 
European city to have an 
understanding of what a 
modern streetcar or light 
rail looks like.”

 The prototype is 
an open gangway de-
sign with 23 seats and 
space for more than 
100 passengers. The 
line would stretch 
from Astoria to Sunset 
Park in Brooklyn.

“Today we can start 
to imagine what’s pos-
sible, and now is the 
time for the city to 
make this a reality,” 
Liu said.

The city is en-
gaged.

“We are in the midst 
of a brass-tacks, block-
by-block assessment of 
engineering costs and 

revenue projections 
for the innovative new 
streetcar,” City Hall 
spokeswoman Melissa 
Grace said. “We look 
forward to engaging 
with New Yorkers as 
the project unfolds, 
and we work through 
the details and pursue 
a competitive bidding 
process for all ele-
ments of the project.”

Construction could 
begin in 2019 with 
service scheduled to 
begin in 2024, but first 
the project must go 
through a prolonged 
public approval pro-
cess beginning with 
multiple community 
boards along the cor-
ridor.

“I think there are 
a lot of questions still 
moving forward on 
the routes and where 
they would be located 
and its effects on park-
ing spots,” Katz said. 
“While Queens is ex-
panding and building 
so much and folks are 
coming from all over 
the world to settle 
down in the borough, 

it’s good that we’re 
having a further dis-
cussion on how we 
are going to transport 
people from one area 
to the next.”

Katz said the pub-
lic approval process 
had an unofficial start 
at the unveiling with 
many community lead-
ers and tenants asso-
ciations from western 
Queens in attendance.

“The Astoria Hous-
es have long been for-
gotten by the city when 
it comes to transporta-
tion and only recently, 
thanks to new ferry 
service, is this begin-
ning to change,” As-
toria Houses Tenants 
Association President 
Claudia Coger said. 
“But our residents 
need more reliable 
options. This is an is-
sue of economic jus-
tice and it is why we 
have been so adamant 
 about the need for the 
BQX. Mayor de Bla-
sio should move this 
project forward now 
to provide relief to the 
thousands of working 

families in the Astoria 
Houses, and the many 
more along this in-
creasingly important 
corridor.”

The  event was held 
at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yards, which would be 
one of 30 stops along 
the route, and which 
is set to add 10,000 jobs 
over the next three 
years, but is hard to 
reach by subway, espe-
cially from Astoria.

 “The growth of our 
emerging job hubs is 
stifled by the severe 
lack of transit con-
necting them with our 
workforce,” Brooklyn 
Borough President 
Eric Adams said. “To 
be sure, there are key 
details that need resolu-
tion before this project 
can advance. I am con-
fident that the city can 
work productively in a 
community-led process 
on issues such as route 
design, financing struc-
ture and MTA fare in-
tegration. The BQX is a 
bold idea, and New York 
City lives and breathes 
on bold ideas.”

Continued from Page 1 

BQX
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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2013.
Braunstein’s district 

sits within the boundaries 
of Avella’s. The senator 
defended himself to anti-
Independent Democratic 
Committee protesters in 
March, claiming he keeps 
the district free from GOP 
governance.

“Well, I beat a Republi-
can in the general election 
or a Republican would 
be sitting here,” Avella 
said, referring to his vic-
tory over Mark Cipolla in 
2016. “I’m defending the 
Democratic Party in this 
district, in a very conser-
vative district, where a 
Republican can get elected 
any day of the week. That’s 
why Frank Padavan was 
in office for 38 years.”

Vallone beat longtime 
rival Paul Graziano for 
the third time by a wide 
margin, with his Reform 
Party opponent coming in 
third with only about 17 
percent of the vote.

The south Queens dis-
trict of Assemblywoman 

Stacy Pheffer Amato (D-
Rockaway) had the sec-
ond highest number of 
votes for Malliotakis at 
about 12,700 compared to 
de Blasio’s roughly 7,200. 
Democrats outnumber Re-
publicans in this area by a 
3-to-1 ratio.

Pheffer Amato’s dis-
trict sits within that of 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), who 
managed to keep his seat 
against a Democratic 
challenger in the general 
election.

De Blasio lost the dis-
trict of Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) by a tight margin. A 
300-vote difference hand-
ed the majority to Mal-
liotakis with about 6,300 
votes.

Although the district 
of Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) is only about 
half the size of Rozic’s, it 
sits within the boundar-
ies and saw him win last 
week despite Malliotakis’ 
victory over the mayor.

Grodenchik beat GOP 
candidate Joe Concan-
non with 65 percent of 

the vote.
Assemblyman Andrew 

Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) 
had his district go to the 
GOP mayoral candidate as 
did Assemblyman Brian 
Barnwell (D-Maspeth).

Barnwell’s district 
overlaps with that of Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village). 
The  BOE was still tally-
ing absentee ballots as 
of press time Wednesday 
after Juniper Park Civic 
Association President Bob 
Holden re-emerged from 
an unsuccessful Demo-
cratic primary bid as a Re-
publican and grabbed 50.1 
percent of the vote to the 
incumbent’s 49.9 percent.

The BOE said it would 
make announcement re-
garding the tally later in 
the week.

Malliotakis won these 
communities in this As-
sembly district 8,900   votes 
to de Blasio’s 8,360.

There are 18 Assembly 
districts total in Queens.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Voting
10,088, but the councilwom-
an chose to fight, hoping a 
count of the absentee bal-
lots and paper votes would 
pull her into the lead.

It did not, and now Hold-
en, 66, is the councilman-
elect. 

“It sounds good to me. I 
still can’t believe it, I’m slap-
ping myself,” Holden said in 
a phone interview at mid-
day Thursday. “I’m getting 
phone calls from everyone.  
It’s been an insane morning. 
But I’ll tell you what — it feels 
good because I’m the victor, 
but it’s a real whirlwind.”

The BOE will certify 
Council District 30’s final re-
sult along with the rest of the 
city’s races Nov. 28.

“The results of this elec-
tion will not change my com-
mitment to public service,” 
Crowley continued. “I in-
tend to spend the remaining 
weeks of my term in office 
working tirelessly on behalf 
of my constituents. Whatever 
the future holds, I will bring 
the same passion and dedica-
tion to fighting for our com-

munity that I brought to my 
work as Councilmember.”

With Crowley in Holden’s 
rearview mirror on the road 
to City Hall, a different tar-
get of his criticism will soon 
be in close proximity, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio

In post-election com-
ments to reporters, de Blasio 
said of Holden that “he’s ob-
viously a Republican and we 
don’t share values and I’ll try 
to work with him, although I 
suspect we won’t see eye to 
eye on most issues.”

Holden agreed the two 
men don’t share the same 
values.

“This mayor wants a 
one-party socialist Marx-

ist regime and anyone who 
thinks differently than him 
is the enemy,” Holden said. 
“He judges people based 
on labels and that is some-
thing he should be against. 
Instead he bad-mouths the 
Republican Party as no 
good and that’s the type 
of approach that put this 
country in such a divisive 
mess. Did I run on the Re-
publican line? Yeah. Am I a 
registered Democrat? Yeah, 
but the bottom line is I’m 
apolitical. I’m a civic leader 
and I’m going to work with 
anyone that can help my 
community and my con-
stituents.”

Holden is unsure wheth-
er he will go to the City 
Council as a Republican or 
Democrat.

“I’m not even thinking 
about that,” he said. “It’s 
the furthest thing on my 
mind. I will likely caucus 
with whoever can do the 
most for my community 
and my constituents. That’s 
all I care about.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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