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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Despite outcry from the com-
munity a new Select Bus Service 
route has just launched in Wood-
haven. 

On Monday, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced the start of 
the new Q52/Q53 SBS service, 
the 15th in the city, that stretches 
14.7 miles and is set to service 
over 30,000 daily bus riders and 
connect to eight subway lines. 
The route will also connect to 
over 20 additional bus routes in 
Elmhurst, Rego Park, Middle Vil-
lage, Woodhaven, Ozone Park, 
Howard Beach, Broad Channel, 
Rockaway Park and Arverne.

Detractors have been out-
spoken in their opposition to the 
route, claiming the reconfigura-
tion of corridors and stops is dan-
gerous for riders and will worsen 
already hemorrhaging traffic 
conditions through the neigh-
borhood. CBS reported hourlong 
delays on Woodhaven Boulevard 
on Day One of the SBS launch 

But according to de Blasio, 
this new route will bring Vision 
Zero safety improvements to one 
of Queens highest-crash streets. 

The mayor said he expects 
these changes to make a big dif-
ference, however.

“Woodhaven and Cross Bay 
Boulevard are critical roads 

BY BILL PARRY

Plaxall is working with 
the city to rezone a 15-acre 
parcel that surrounds Anable 
Basin on the Long Island City 
waterfront for a new mix-use 
district that would rise over 
the next 15 years. It would 
bring a 65-story tower, 5,000 
residential units spread out 
over eight buildings that will 
include 25 percent affordable 
housing, manufacturing and 
office space.

 The ambitious project also 
would provide retail space,  
arts and cultural components, 
car-free pedestrian walkways, 
a new 700-seat public school 
and a waterfront esplanade to 
make Anable Basin accessible 
to the public.

“It’s a development struc-
ture that we believe is the 
wave of the future,” Plaxall 
Managing Director Paula 
Kirby said. Kirby and her 
cousins, Matthew Quigley and 
Tony Pfohl, run the plastics 
company that has been an an-
chor in the Long Island City 
community for more than 70 
years with strong ties to the 
borough’s arts and cultural 
institutions, charities such as 
Queens Community House, 
and Queens Library. The three 
have watched for the last 15 
years as the gritty industrial 
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The TimesLedger Newspa-
pers honored 25 immigrants 
from Queens who have made 
enormous contributions as 
community leaders, artists, hu-
man rights activists, lawyers, 
doctors, theologians, educators 
and sports figures.

The Queens Ambassadors 

have enriched the borough 
with their determination 
to carve out new lives in a 
new homeland and to share 
their own cultures with their 
neighbors.

Their successes are re-
markable.  Queens is known 
as the world’s borough and a 

coveted destination for many 
around the globe because of 
the track record these achiev-
ers have established for the 
new generation of immi-
grants.

 The awards ceremony was 
held Nov. 9 at the LaGuardia 
Plaza Hotel in East Elmhurst.

The 25 proud faces of Queens

SBS route 
starts up in 
Woodhaven 

Plaxall plans for LIC project
Mixed-use district at Anable Basin would include 65-story tower and school

Hundreds of mourners gathered 16 years after the crash of Flight 587 in the Rockaways to leave 
flowers in the memorial wall at the foot of Beach 116th Street, a short distance from where 265 
people were killed. See Page 28 for more photos. Photo by Michael Shain

MEMORIAL AT THE BEACH

TimesLedger Newspapers honored 25 immigrants who have made an impact 
in our community. See Photos on Pages 36, 37. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Jamaica Estates topped 

the list of New York City 
neighborhoods where home 
sale prices have risen the 
most, according to a new 
report from the real estate 
blog Streeteasy. 

Streeteasy looked at ar-
eas in New York City where 
closing prices were up by 
the largest amount from 
the third quarter of 2016 to 
the same period in 2017.

“Changing sale prices 
can reveal a lot about the 
strengths and appeal of a 
neighborhood,” the blog 
said.

According to Streeteasy, 
while median recorded 
sales prices show where 
prices are rising, this is 
not necessarily an indica-
tion that the value of all 
homes in the area have 
gone up. The metric used 
indicates that the overall 
price of homes in the area 
is increasing based on the 
homes sold within the giv-
en time period. Streeteasy 
also said that quickly ris-
ing prices can indicate a 
changing landscape. 

“The price of homes in a 
neighborhood can go up for 
many reasons,” Streeteasy 

Senior Economist Grant 
Long said. “For example, 
the value of existing homes 
in the area may have gone 
up. Bigger homes may be 
for sale in the area or new-
er, more upscale homes may 
be on the market.”

At No. 1 on the list Ja-
maica Estates had a me-
dian recorded sales price 
of $435,440, up 186 percent 
with 34 recorded sales over 
the 12-month period. Ac-
cording to Streeteasy, Ja-
maica Estates has long been 
considered a “sleepy bed-
room community” but has 
been back in the spotlight 
after the election of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, whose 
childhood home is located 
at 85-15 Wareham Road. His 
early childhood house was 
put on the market recently 
and is currently being rent-
ed out on Airbnb. 

Despite the public-
ity surrounding the presi-
dent’s home, Streeteasy 
said Trump cannot take all 
the credit for the neighbor-
hood’s recent popularity, 
saying it has been a place to 
watch for a while now. The 
blog attributed upsurge in 
prices to “healthy growth 
in population since 2011, 
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BY BILL PARRY

Dozens of progressive Demo-
crats and members of immi-
grant and LGBT organizations 
joined elected officials for a 
rally at Travers Park in Jack-
son Heights to mark the one-
year anniversary of President 
Trump’s election Nov. 8.

The overall message of the 
protest, organized by the New 
Visions Democratic Club, was 
to “stand to protect our values 
and save our democracy” as 
speaker after speaker assailed 
the current administration.

“Over the past year, the 
Trump administration has 
eroded our nation’s demo-
cratic values including equal-
ity, respect and tolerance,” 
City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) said. 
“Whether through trying to 
implement a travel ban, ending 
DACA, or working to overturn 
the ACA, the administration 
has turned a blind eye towards 
Americans in need. “The ad-
ministration’s withdrawal 
from the Paris Climate Accord 
and the Clean Power Plan show 
that they will put the interests 
of the fossil fuel industry over 
our country’s environmental 
air quality and public health. 
Our city will continue to resist 
the Trump agenda by imple-
menting our own policies to 
combat climate change and 
promote equality.”

While Constantinides is 
the chairman of the Council’s 
Environmental Protection 
Committee, City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) is chairman of the 
Committee on Education.

“We were basically calling 
attention to Trump rolling 
back DACA and transgender 
rights and his attack on Mus-
lims. We’re appalled at his tone 
and all of the lying that occurs 
with this guy,” Dromm said. 
“It’s also the bizarre behavior 

on the part of the president 
in front of the international 
community. To have this man 
representing us is an embar-
rassment with his inappro-
priate and uncouth behavior. 
Especially after all of the work 
Obama did to clean up after the 
Bush administration.”

Dromm said while the tone 
of the rally was angry at first, 
many of the speakers pointed to 
advances by “the Resistance” 
as Democrats rode to key vic-
tories across the country the 
day before the general elec-
tion. U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) the vice chairwom-
an of the Democratic National 
Committee, issued a statement 
Election Night heralding the 
party’s election results.

“With solid, and, in some 
cases, historic wins in Vir-
ginia, New Jersey, New York, 
Washington and other local 
races throughout the country, 
voters send a clear message 
that they’ve had enough,” Meng 
said. “They want jobs, afford-
able and quality health insur-
ance, immigration reform, gun 
safety, environmental protec-
tions, and a fair tax system that 

benefits all middle-class Amer-
icans. And, most importantly, 
the Americans are done with 
the race-baiting and hate that 
has come increasingly promi-
nent in politics at all levels.”

Meng said the results were 
a product of organizing, espe-
cially in African-American, 
Latino, Asian American, Pa-
cific Islander and New Ameri-
can communities.

“And the DNC’s invest-
ments in these outreach efforts 
were critical to Democratic 
victories, including the im-
pressive number of ‘firsts’ who 
were elected from Hoboken to 
Minneapolis,” she said. “Make 
no mistake -- Democrats still 
have more work ahead in or-
der to rebuild the Democratic 
Party. We must continue our 
outreach and organizing ef-
forts. But (this) repudiation of 
Trumpism moves us further 
down the path for additional 
victories, particularly as we 
enter the critical midterm elec-
tions next year.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

City Councilmen Daniel Dromm (l.) and Costa Constantinides join members 
of the New Visions Democratic Club for a rally in Jackson Heights marking 
the one-year anniversary of President Trump’s election. 

Courtesy Catalina Cruz

Rally targets Trump Home sales prices surge 
in Jam Estates: Report

Home sale prices in Jamaica Estates have risen 186 percent in the last 
year. AP

Continued on Page 58

Jax Hgts crowd marks one-year anniversary of election
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STEINBERG & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

FREE CONSULTATION
BANKRUPTCY LAW

FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL LAW
36 YEARS EXPERIENCE

718-263-2922
80-02 Kew Gardens Rd, Suite 300

Kew Gardens, NY 11415
Contact:www.lawsteinberg.com 

email: SA@lawsteinberg.com

FRI NOV 24 • 12PM - 8PM 
SAT NOV 25 & SUN NOV 26 • 12PM -10 PM

Zappos.com is Sponsoring FREE ADOPTIONS for Approved 
Adopters at North Shore Animal League America

25 Davis Avenue, Port Washington, NY 11050 
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

FOLLOW US:

NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA AND
ZAPPOS FOR GOOD ARE TEAMING UP FOR

Adorable dogs,  

cats, puppies and 

kittens available  

for adoption!

Photo by Ellen Dunn

Build It Back helps homeless man turn life around

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
After the 2012 Superstorm 

Sandy, Sean Perry lost his 
belongings, his girlfriend 
and his home in Far Rock-
away, but despite all that his 
life changed for the better 
because of the Build It Back 
Workforce1 program, which 
helped him to move forward 
with his life and off the floor 
in his mother’s house.

Perry and his girlfriend 
moved to Far Rockaway after 
the home that they shared in 
Staten Island caught on fire 
2 ½ years ago before Sandy. 
But as their new home got 
rocked by the storm, so did 
their already shaky six-year 
relationship.

What Perry didn’t antici-
pate with the dissolution of 
his relationship was that it 
meant he would be homeless.

“I was alright with our 
relationship being over be-
cause I was tired of it, but my 
name was not on the lease, 
so I didn’t get anything from 

FEMA,” Perry said. “I had a 
couple of outfits and I would 
sleep on my mother’s floor 
and at my friend’s house.”

Before the superstorm 
Perry became comfortable 
with his unstable and infre-
quent per diem freelance jobs 
as newspaper distributor for 
the New York Post and as an 
event promoter, but after be-
coming homeless he knew 
it was time to push himself 
career-wise. 

“Between having food 
stamps and the two jobs, I 
got complacent with the little 
bit of money and just living,” 
Perry said. 

As the oldest of five chil-
dren, there was no space for 
him at his mother’s house  af-
ter the storm.  

Not wanting to stay on his 
mother’s floor or occasion-
ally at a shelter, Perry pulled 
out of his slump and started 
looking for work. 

“I heard Workforce1 was 
giving people jobs and I went 
there and found out there was 

something for construction 
skills training,” Perry said. 
“I learned it places people in 
unionized construction jobs 
and I was like, “Wow.” Usual-
ly if you don’t know someone 
in a union, you can’t get in.”

In the summer of 2016 he re-

ceived lessons on how to build 
walls, paint, work with sheet 
rock and familiarize himself 
with construction tools while 
observing professionals at 
work and doing small projects 
in Long Island City.

Although he missed out on 

the first deadline to become 
a sheet metal apprentice that 
summer, he managed to join 
the apprentice program Jan. 
19, and by next year he will 
be considered a second-term 
apprentice.

Perry intends to finish all 
nine terms of apprenticeship 
and make sheet metal work 
his career. 

“After all those terms you 
become a mechanic or a jour-
neyman,” Perry said. “I feel 
blessed to get this union job 
through Workforce1.  It’s a 
rare situation and most peo-
ple don’t know about this op-
portunity.”

Perry met a new girlfriend 
after hurricane Sandy and is 
married now. They have had 
their own place in Far Rock-
away since 2016 and he will 
turn 33 next week. 

“When you hit the bottom 
of the bottom, you have to 
put the work in and want for 
more. There is more in life 
then what you are offered” 

Sean Perry went from being homeless after Hurricane Sandy to working 
in construction, thanks to the Build It Back program. 

Program offered construction job, new life in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy
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FLIP

BY MARK HALLUM

Elected officials an-
nounced success in pres-
suring state agencies to 
restore funding previously 
committed to naturally oc-
curring retirement commu-
nities but later revoked.

The state’s Office for 
the Aging and Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli’s office 
had extended contracts to 
other NORC programs be-
fore taking funding away 
from nine other programs 
across New York, according 
to state Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows). 

Rozic said the Office 
of the Aging’s decision to 
withdraw their plans to 
fund other programs in-
stead of the nine in question 
was a win for the seniors in 
her district who gain sup-

port from the Samuel Field 
Y and other organizations.

Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside), a 
member of the Committee 
on Aging, said the funding 
was vital to the elderly con-
stituents in the communi-
ties he serves.

“It is great news that the 
State Office for the Aging 
has reconsidered its initial 
decision and has restored 
funding to all previously 
approved NORCs, such as 
Samuel Field Y’s NORC 
WOW,” Braunstein said. 
“NORCs provide vital ser-
vices which help keep se-
niors in their homes and in 
the neighborhoods where 
many have raised families, 
built friendships, and estab-
lished support networks. 
Moving forward, I will 
continue to work with my 

State restores funds 
to NORC programs

Mayor allocates $8 million
for NE Queens greenspace

BY MARK HALLUM
 
City Councilman Barry 

Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) got a big win at a 
town hall for Mayor Bill de 
Blasio when over $8 million 
was given to his district for 
park improvements.

The announcement came 
on Nov. 2 in the gymnasium 
of Martin Van Buren High 
School, just prior to the gen-
eral election in which Gro-
denchik faced Republican 
Joe Concannon, who he beat 
by a 65 percent margin.

“Although a very mild-
mannered and warm per-
sonality, he can be like a dog 
with a bone when he wants 
something,” de Blasio said of 
Grodenchik’s drive to make 
improvements to Vanderbilt 
Motor Parkway for which he 
has already raised $1 mil-

lion. “We will be investing 
an additional $4 million in 
the Vanderbilt Motor Park-
way. It has been 20 years 

since there was an upgrade 
to that park.”

De Blasio added, “It’s been 
more than 30 years since 
there’s been an upgrade 
to Redwood Playground at 
Cunningham Park, so we 
will invest $4.3 million more 
in Cunningham for new bas-
ketball courts and exercise 
and recreation equipment.”

The mayor said road im-
provements are underway 
as part of a $1.6 billion re-
paving effort citywide. More 
than 110 lane miles have al-
ready been repaved in Gro-
denchik’s district since the 
beginning of the repaving 
effort and 100 more miles 
are still on the agenda for 
the city.

“It is essentially the 
equivalent of driving from 
here to Philadelphia,” de 

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
A new report from the 

Citizens Committee for Chil-
dren revealed that child-
hood poverty has Queens 
decreased.

The nonprofit’s report, 
“Keeping Track of New York 
City’s Children,” tracked is-
sues, including housing, 
education and health that 
affect the city’s 1.8 million 
children. The organization 
looked at data from a five-
year period, 2012 to 2015, 
across all boroughs. While 
the study showed that the 
poverty rate in Queens has 
declined, there are certain 
areas in the borough where 
children are struggling. 

According to the re-
port, boroughwide the high 
school graduation rate went 
up from 63.6 percent to 70.5 
percent and the high school 
drop-out rate went down 
from 9.5 percent to 7.9 per-
cent. Early education num-
bers in Queens also saw 
improvement as 3-year-old 
and 4-year-old enrollment 
in early education went up 

from 58.4 percent to 56.6 
percent. 

In other areas the results 
were mixed. According to 
the report, families entering 
homeless shelters in Queens 

(per 1,000 households) went 
up from 1.5 percent to 1.7 
percent, while children liv-
ing in overcrowded rental 
space went up from 12.6 to 
12.8 percent. 

The report also revealed 
that while the poverty rate 
went down from 16.2 percent 
to 13.8 percent in Queens, 
parental employment insta-
bility rose from 25.3 percent 

to 26.3 percent and median 
income for families with 
children in Queens barely 
went up, rising from $57,436 
to $57,735.

According to Jennifer 
March, executive direc-
tor of CCC, the data from 
the study highlighted “sig-
nificant geographical and 
racial/ethnic disparities” 
throughout different neigh-
borhoods and a need for 
greater investment to ad-
dress the needs of children 
and promote economic mo-
bility.  

“With the largest popu-
lation of children in the 
country, what we do for our 
youngest New Yorkers has 
the potential to raise the bar 
nationwide on how we ap-
proach efforts to strengthen 
outcomes and combat dispar-
ities,” March said. “We must 
leverage the data to help us 
identify opportunities to 
build on recent successes 
and better address the bar-
riers to well-being children 
and families continue to face 
in their daily lives.”

The Citizens Committee for Children has suggested expanding Pre- K For All and 3-K.  
Courtesy of the Mayor’s office/Benjamin Kanter

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 
at town hall in Queens Village 
Councilman Barry Grodenchik’s 
district would receive $8 million for 
projects.  Photo by Mark Hallum

Report examines child poverty rate
Citizens Committee study reveals Queens children still struggle with health, education

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 32
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FLIP

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Opponents of a Constitu-

tional Constitution reigned 
victorious on Election Night 
in killing Proposal 1, a refer-
endum to change New York 
State’s charter, by spend-
ing more than $3 million on 
the Vote NO campaign.  The 
defeat drew the ire of propo-
nents who wanted a revised 
document. 

Financial disclosures 
from the state board of Elec-
tions show Vote NO challeng-
ers raised $3.16 million to 
stop what was genially called 
a Con Con and spent $1.93 
million in literature and 
television advertisements to 
prevent a possible state con-
vention.  

In comparison, support-
ers from the Committee for 
a Constitutional Convention 
and NY People’s Conven-

tion collected $547,000 and 
spent $494,000 on posters and 
bumpers stickers, nearly six 
times less than what their ri-
vals disbursed, according to 
the BOE.

New Yorkers Against Cor-
ruption, the bipartisan coali-
tion that led the way in the 
Vote NO movement, brought 
together Democratic and 
GOP legislators, abortion and 
anti-abortion advocates, and 
unions consisting of police 
officers and teachers alike.

NYAC members feared 
lobbyists who wanted a  Con 
Con because they could try 
to wipe out workers’ rights, 
along with their benefits and 
pensions guaranteed under 
the current Constitution and 
that it could cost an estimat-
ed $300 million, according to 
their website. They looked 
no further than other states 

Vote No to Con Con 
cost backers $3M

Mayor loses five districts 
to Malliotakis in Queens

BY MARK HALLUM

Mayor Bill de Blasio may 
have won more than twice the 
votes for Assemblywoman Ni-
cole Malliotakis (R-Staten Is-
land) overall in Queens Nov. 7, 
but the GOP choice for City Hall 
pulled ahead of the incumbent in 
five Assembly districts, Board of 
Elections results show.

District 26, which Assembly-
woman Edward Braunstein (D-
Bayside) represents, saw voters 
cast the highest amount of bal-
lots in favor of Malliotakis de-
spite domination by Democratic 
officials at the city, state and 
federal level with about 14,000 
votes going her way to de Blasio’s 
roughly 8,000.

Neighborhoods in this dis-
trict have a history of strong Re-
publican support, only recently 
swinging left after overlapping 
districts saw state Sen. Tony 

Avella (D-Bayside) defeat Repub-
lican Frank Padavan in 2009 and 
former Republican Councilman 
Dan Halloran replaced by Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) in 2013.

Braunstein’s district sits 
within the boundaries of Avella’s. 
The senator defended himself 

to anti-Independent Democratic 
Committee protesters in March, 
claiming he keeps the district 
free from GOP governance.

“Well, I beat a Republican in 
the general election or a Republi-
can would be sitting here,” Avel-
la said, referring to his victory 
over Mark Cipolla in 2016. “I’m 
defending the Democratic Party 
in this district, in a very conser-
vative district, where a Republi-
can can get elected any day of the 
week. That’s why Frank Pada-
van was in office for 38 years.”

Vallone beat longtime rival 
Paul Graziano for the third time 
by a wide margin, with his Re-
form Party opponent coming in 
third with only about 17 percent 
of the vote.

The south Queens district of 
Assemblywoman Stacy Pheffer 
Amato (D-Rockaway) had the 
second highest number of votes 

BY BILL PARRY

Officials from the city Board 
of Elections began tallying 
absentee ballots Wednesday 
in the race between two-term 
City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) and her 
challenger, Robert Holden,who 
led by 133 votes and declared 
victory Election Night.  Crowley 
refused to concede, saying she 
would wait until all of the votes 
were counted. 

Crowley had easily defeated 
Holden 64 percent to 36 percent 
in the Democratic primary 
in September, but Holden was 
given the Republican Party line 
by the Queens GOP despite the 
fact that the civic leader has 
been a registered Democrat for 
44 years. Holden also ran on 
the Reform, Conservative and 
Dump de Blasio lines.

BOE officials began opening, 
inspecting and then recording 
each of the 455 absentee ballots 
under the watchful eyes of two 
attorneys from each campaign. 
TimesLedger learned from 
sources close to the proceedings 
that Holden’s margin held up. 

The BOE had yet to make an of-
ficial confirmation.

The Crowley campaign de-
clined to comment ahead of the 
final result, but Holden had 

plenty to say during a phone 
interview with TimesLedger as 
the ballots were being counted.

“I told my team I don’t want 
any updates. I just want to know 

the final result, but I feel confi-
dent knowing I have a lead of 133 
votes as opposed to trailing by 
133 votes,” Holden said. “I just 
want to know if I’m going to be 

sitting in the City Council or sit-
ting on some nice beach some-
where. Whatever happens I 
can’t control.  All I know is I did 
the best I could and I had great 
volunteers and met really great 
people during the campaign.”

Holden, 66, the longtime 
president of the Juniper Park 
Civic Association and a vocif-
erous Crowley critic, had very 
little to say about his opponent 
in the race. He instead reacted 
to post-election comments abut 
the race from Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio. Speaking to reporters about 
Holden last week, de Blasio said 
“he’s obviously a Republican 
and we don’t share values and 
I’ll try to work with him, al-
though I suspect we won’t see 
eye to eye on most issues.”

Holden agreed the two men 
don’t share the same values.

“This mayor wants a one 
party socialist Marxist regime 
and anyone who thinks differ-
ently than him is the enemy,” 
Holden said. “He judges people 
based on labels and that is 
something he should be against. 
Instead he bad mouths the Re-

The city Board of Elections begins counting the absentee ballots in the race between City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley and Robert Holden, who led by 133 votes. Photo by Michael Shain

Voters in five Assembly districts 
across Queens broke with de 
Blasio and voted Malliotakis in last 
week’s general election. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Holden/Crowley ballot counting begins
Challenger remains confi dent he will prevail after 133-vote lead deemed too close to call

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The advocates behind the Brooklyn 

Queens Connector project, a 14-mile 
streetcar line along the Brooklyn and 
Queens waterfront, unveiled a sleek 
prototype for the project Monday and 
urged Mayor Bill de Blasio to move 
forward with plans for the $2.5 billion 
project and make it a top second-term 
priority. 

The 46-foot-long Citadis 405, con-
structed in and shipped from Nice, 
France, made its debut at the Brooklyn 
Navy Yards in front of a crowd of sup-
porters that included Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, NYCHA lead-
ers and representatives of the water-
front business community.

“We wanted to crystalize for New 
Yorkers what this type of mode could 
look like and feel like on our city’s 
streets,” Friends of the Brooklyn 
Queens Connector Executive Director 
Ya-Ting Liu said. “It’s very hard to see 
what it’s like from an artist rendering 
unless you’ve recently been to a Euro-
pean city to have an understanding of 
what a modern streetcar or light rail 
looks like.”

 The prototype is an open gangway 
design with 23 seats and space for more 
than 100 passengers. The line would 
stretch from Astoria to Sunset Park in 
Brooklyn.

“Today we can start to imagine 
what’s possible, and now is the time 
for the city to make this a reality,” Liu 
said.

The city is engaged.
“We are in the midst of a brass-

tacks, block-by-block assessment of 
engineering costs and revenue projec-
tions for the innovative new streetcar,” 
City Hall spokeswoman Melissa Grace 
said. “We look forward to engaging 
with New Yorkers as the project un-
folds, and we work through the details 
and pursue a competitive bidding pro-
cess for all elements of the project.”

Construction could begin in 2019 
with service scheduled to begin in 2024, 
but first the project must go through 
a prolonged public approval process 
beginning with multiple community 
boards along the corridor.

“I think there are a lot of questions 
still moving forward on the routes and 
where they would be located and its 
effects on parking spots,” Katz said. 
“While Queens is expanding and build-
ing so much and folks are coming from 
all over the world to settle down in the 
borough, it’s good that we’re having a 
further discussion on how we are go-
ing to transport people from one area 
to the next.”

Katz said the public approval pro-
cess had an unofficial start at the un-
veiling with many community leaders 

and tenants associations from western 
Queens in attendance.

“The Astoria Houses have long been 
forgotten by the city when it comes 
to transportation and only recently, 
thanks to new ferry service, is this 
beginning to change,” Astoria Houses 
Tenants Association President Clau-
dia Coger said. “But our residents need 
more reliable options. This is an issue 
of economic justice and it is why we 
have been so adamant  about the need 
for the BQX. Mayor de Blasio should 
move this project forward now to pro-
vide relief to the thousands of working 
families in the Astoria Houses, and the 
many more along this increasingly im-
portant corridor.”

The  event was held at the Brooklyn 
Navy Yards, which would be one of 30 
stops along the route, and which is set 
to add 10,000 jobs over the next three 
years, but is hard to reach by subway, 
especially from Astoria.

 “The growth of our emerging job 
hubs is stifled by the severe lack of 
transit connecting them with our 
workforce,” Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Eric Adams said. “To be sure, 
there are key details that need resolu-
tion before this project can advance. 
I am confident that the city can work 
productively in a community-led pro-
cess on issues such as route design, 
financing structure and MTA fare in-
tegration. The BQX is a bold idea, and 
New York City lives and breathes on 
bold ideas.”

The project has been targeted by 
the anti-gentrification movement as 
a boondoggle for real estate develop-

BQX car prototype
generates excitement

Some residents from western Queens get a 
close-up look at the first prototype of of a 
BQX streetcar and they like what they saw. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Continued on Page 58
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(New York State-sponsored health insurance) 
Individuals must be eligible to apply for Medicaid

This is an age when many 
stores look the same and 
merchandise is afraid to be 
unique. Companies continue 
to cut back on personal ser-
vice and try to reduce costs. 
And stores are closing around 
the country. 

Not so at Portabella. Por-
tabella has stuck to its roots. 
Runway fashions, the cur-
rent trends, and at least 60 
percent off designer prices 
everyday.  Plus, individual 
service for every customer 
who enters the stores. Cus-
tomers are number 1. Each is 
treated with special attention 
by the trained customer ser-
vice team. 

A recent Portabella cus-
tomer was overheard saying 
to a cashier, “I always get my 
suits at Portabella. You have 
what I want at a great price, 
great personal service and 
the alterations are ready in 
15 minutes” Portabella has 
customizing tailor shops in 
almost every location and in 
most cases offers 24-hour al-
teration service. 

The Portabella business 
is also changing. New deliv-
eries now come weekly, and 
there is a new focus on special 
event group sales. The great 
values and new fashion have 
made Portabella a headquar-
ters for weddings, proms, 
sweet 16s, quincinearas, and 
other special events. It prides 
itself on  making it more af-
fordable to buy pieces than 
to rent, as well as providing 
a better selection of the cur-
rent trend.

The multi-cultural buying 
team at Portabella uses trends 
from all over the world. They 
combine their expertise and 
different points of view to de-
velop a selection that gives at-
tention to each store location 
and market. 

Portabella now operates 
more than 40 stores in New 
York, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania under the Portabella, 
Fino and Quails names. And 
shop online at Portabellaon-
line.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella takes styling for any event personally
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BY ANNABELLE BLAIR
 
Nearly one month after 

DACA recipients’ Oct. 5, 
cutoff deadline to apply for 
a two-year status renewal  , 
New York policymakers, im-
migration officials and com-
munity leaders still wres-
tle with a solution for the 
Dreamers.

More than 40,000 undocu-
mented young adults in New 
York, brought to the United 
States as children, claim 
the status of a Dreamer. Un-
der an executive order from 
the Obama administration, 
Dreamers were allowed to 
work and attend school in 
the United States. President 
Trump ended this program 
with an executive order Sep. 
5, calling on Congress to 
settle the fate of Dreamers 
before March 5, and allow-
ing Dreamers one month to 
apply to renew their status 
in the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program 
before it stopped taking ap-
plicants.

The current solutions of-
fered for  Dreamers affected 
by the soon to be dropped 
the program are short-term. 
Lawmakers are racing to en-
act legislation that includes 
a path to citizenship before 
the March 5 deadline, when 
Dreamers will lose work per-
mits and become susceptible 
to deportation. 

“DACA alone was a small 
solution,” said panelist Bitta 

Mostofi, acting commission-
er of the NYC Mayor’s Office 
of Immigrant Affairs. “But 
the fix is really legislative—
to ensure that these young 
people can stay here without 
threat.” 

 Exactly what that legisla-
tion will be is yet to be deter-
mined.

On Nov. 1, City & State New 
York, a media company spe-
cializing in political cover-
age, hosted the“On Immigra-
tion” forum at the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage in Lower 
Manhattan. In two separate 
panels, speakers discussed 
support for the city’s Dream-
ers and stressed New York’s 
economic dependence on im-
migrant entrepreneurs, who 
make up nearly half of the 
business owners.

About 48 percent of Queens 
residents are immigrants, 
according to a 2015 brief by 
the city Department of Plan-
ning. Elmhurst and Corona 
are two of the neighborhoods 
with the highest foreign-born 
population. 

Keynote speaker Scott 
Stringer, the city comptroller, 
said the issue of immigration 
should be at the forefront of 
current discussions because 
of its direct effect on “our 
neighborhoods.”  His solution 
was to create a private-public 
fund,   which would include 
an earned path to citizenship 
for immigrants. 

To work towards the re-
ality of this fund, Stringer 

said he has  had “construc-
tive meetings” at City Hall.  
He hopes the private-public 
partnership will be accepted 
by lawmakers and citizens, 
not just in the city but across 
the nation. He did not elabo-
rate further on where the 
city was in this process.

According to Stringer, 
670,000 New Yorkers who are 
currently eligible to become 
U.S. citizens haven’t applied. 
This is largely because of 
inflated citizenship applica-
tion fees: $625 for an applica-
tion as well as a 500 percent 
increase in associated legal 
and language-class fees since 
1989.

 About 42,000 Dreamers 
live in New York City, many 
of them in Queens

Many young Dreamers 
struggled to come up with 
the $495 application fee to re-
apply for a two-year renewal 
to the DACA program within 
the two-month window allot-
ted by the Trump adminis-
tration. Some Dreamers did 
receive funds to help them 
renew their work permits 
and residency status. 

Mostofi said the mayor’s 
office, which is a strong 
defender of the city’s im-
migrant population,  is pri-
marily focused on education 
for Dreamers, including con-
necting them to legal and 
other resources. The office 
has partnered with over 100 
mayors across the nation to 

Audience members representing a variety of organizations and businesses listen as New Yorkers and DACA 
panelists respond to questions at a conference in Manhattan. Photo by Annabelle Blair

The worst landlords in Queens manage property in Flushing, Long 
Island City, Jamaica Hills and Jamaica, according to Public Advocate 
Letita James.

Dreaming of a solution
Activists, immigration offi cials push for DACA legislation

Continued on Page 32

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Flushing, Jamaica Hills, 
Jamaica and Long Island 
City are home to the top 10 
worst landlords in the bor-
ough, according to a 2017 
Watchlist released by the 
public advocate. 

“The Worst Landlords 
Watchlist is a powerful 
tool to put these unscru-
pulous landlords on notice 
and gives tenants the tools 
to hold them accountable,” 
said Public Advocate Letitia 
James.

Hillside House Manage-
ment, which topped the list 
as the worst landlord in 
Queens, had five violations 
from the city’s Department 
of Buildings, according to 
the data. In the northeast 
section of Queens seven 
landlords in Flushing had 
1,217 violations from the 
city’s Housing Preservation 
and Development wing.

The landlords in Flush-
ing on the list include Nada 
Gracin (2), Lucia Chiao (3), 
Rebecca Cerecedo (4), Wil-
liam Niarakis (7), Michael 
Cantasano (9), and Norman 
Mirsky (10) 

One of the landlords, 
James Yoo (8), had a tax lien 
in the past two years at the 
residential space he rented 
to tenants on 63-69 110 St. 

The highest HPD abuses 
were in southeast Queens at 
Hillside House Management 
Co., located at 87-40 165 St. 
in Jamaica Hills. The com-
pany, which manages 119 
units, had 383 violations, 
according to landlordwatch-
list.com. 

The other southeast 

Queens landlord to make 
the top 10 of worst landlords 
in the borough was Jennifer 
Adjara, who was No. 5 on 
the list.  Her rental proper-
ty is located at 106-43 156 St. 
in Jamaica. There were 162 
HPD violations at the place 
she manages, according to 
the watchlist. 

Northwestern Queens 
had one landlord in the top 
10, Ronald Swartz (6), who 
manages 41 units at 34-01 
Ave. in Long Island City, ac-
cording to the list. 

In all, there were 1,919 
violations in Flushing, Ja-
maica Hills, Jamaica and 
Long Island City. In total, 
the landlords manage 351 
units. 

“No New Yorker should 
be subjected to live in a haz-
ardous home, yet bad land-
lords in our city are forcing 
too many tenants to live in 
dangerous and indecent 
conditions,” James said. 

To make the list land-
lords with fewer than 35 
units must have an average 
of at least three open and se-
rious violations per unit, ac-
cording to the list criteria. 
Those with more must have 
at least two open violations 
that are serious per unit. 

“We will continue to 
identify the worst abus-
ers of tenants and take on 
practices that deny working 
families a chance to simply 
live in safe, decent hous-
ing,” James said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573. 

Flushing landlords 
among boro’s worst
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718-831-6950  |  GottaGetHART.com

Bring Hart Home Comfort into your home. Experience the warmth 
that comes from a trusted local home comfort provider that has 
served New Yorkers for more than 30 years.

Come home to Hart Home Comfort.

Call Hart Home Comfort today and choose one of three new 
customer offers, like our $100 first time delivery bonus, and more!

• EcoBlend Bioheat® fuel
• Heating and cooling equipment
• Comprehensive service plans
• 24-7 emergency service
•  Price protection and budget plans

IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

TO INCLUDE: 4 Hour Buffet Menu

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Marathon Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

For those smaller companies that CANNOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, WE CAN OFFER a semi private area in our main ballroom 
(with other groups of guests)    Held on Fridays: December 8th & December 15th, $50.00p/p+tax    DJ included

PASSED APPETIZERS: CHEF’S SELECTION
GARDEN SALAD: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
CARVING STATION: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, 
                                     Gravies & Condiments
CHICKEN MARSALA: Mushrooms & Rosemary
SEABASS “MARECHIARO”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
PENNE ALA VODKA: Vodka Tomato Cream Sauce
              Mashed Potatoes - Caramelized Onions - Roasted Vegetable Medley

           HOLIDAY CAKE, COFFEE & TEA

PRIVATE ROOMS: 
MONDAY

THROUGH
FRIDAY:

$55.00
SATURDAYS:
$65.00

(50 person Minimum)
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FLIP

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

POLICE 

Blotter
JACKSON HEIGHTS — A 44-year-

old Jackson Heights man fell to his 
death from a fourth floor apartment 
on 95th Street after he was allegedly 
caught groping a 6-year-old boy early 
Thursday morning, according to the 
NYPD.

Edgar Collaguazo had been renting 
a room in his apartment to a family 
that was celebrating the boy’s birthday 
when, just after midnight, the parents 
discovered him with his hands down 
the youngster’s pants, police said.

Partygoers began to beat Colla-
guazo and locked him in a room as the 
mother called 911, according to author-
ities. Collaguazo attempted to escape 
out a window and surveillance video 
showed him falling belly first onto a 
cast iron railing in an alley below rico-
cheting onto his back.

Seconds later, officers from the 
115th Precinct arrived and shined a 
flashlight on Collaguazo, finding him 
to be unconscious and unresponsive, 
police said. EMS transported Col-
laguazo to Elmhurst Hospital Center 
where he was pronounced dead.

Collaguazo was married but es-
tranged from his wife and had a crimi-
nal record which included five arrests 
on unspecified charges, police said.

A Jackson Heights man falls to his death at 
this 95th Street apartment building after he 
is allegedly found fondling a young boy. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Jackson Heights perv falls to his death: NYPD

LONG ISLAND CITY — An art 
thief appears to have had a change 
of heart after allegedly stealing two 
photographs from MoMA PS1, lo-
cated at 46-01 21st St. in Long Island 
City.

The artworks were discovered 
missing from an exhibit by museum 
personnel Monday, Oct. 30, but were 
returned four days later, according to 
the NYPD, and now police were look-
ing for a woman who was caught on 
surveillance cameras shipping the 
photographs back to the institution.

The authorities did not identify 
the stolen photos, but Arts News 
said the works were shot by Carolee 
Schneemann.

 During the investigation into the 
theft of the two photos, which are val-
ued at $105,000, detectives were led to 
Office 11211, a packaging and ship-
ping store located at 223 Bedford Ave. 
in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, police 
said.

The video shows the suspect 
carrying a large box with a Fed Ex 
logo on it and placing it on top of 
the counter while searching her 
pockets.

MoMA PS1 declined to comment 
as the investigation was ongoing.

Police described the suspect as 
a white woman in her 20s, last seen 
wearing a dark cap, black overcoat, 
tan pants and tan shoes.

Woman caught returning stolen photos to MoMA

JAMAICA — A man was found 
with multiple stab wounds on the 
first floor of a residence on 147th 
Street and 116th Avenue in South 
Jamaica Monday night, according to 
police. 

When the EMS arrived, the man 
was unresponsive and pronounced 
dead at the scene, according to au-
thorities.

There have been no arrests and 
the investigation was ongoing. 

Man found stabbed to death in Jamaica home
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FLIP

Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Bringing a new level of health care to 

Queens, the physicians of Mount Sinai 

Doctors Forest Hills are now offering 

personalized care in your neighborhood 

for you and your family, striving to develop 

ongoing relationships that last a lifetime.

Our brand new, 12,000 square-foot 

multispecialty practice combines a state-

of-the-art facility with the compassionate care 

of the Mount Sinai Health System and the 

world renowned expertise of our physicians. 

Patients receive primary and specialty care 

near home, and have access to the prominent 

experts, advanced treatments and latest 

protocols available at Mount Sinai’s seven 

hospitals and the Icahn School of Medicine 

at Mount Sinai.

Whether you or a loved one need treatment 

for a new condition, an ongoing concern, or 

need a second opinion, the physicians of 

Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills are here 

for you.  We invite you to stop by and visit.

Mount Sinai 
Doctors 
Forest Hills
99-01 Queens Blvd.
Rego Park, NY 11374

Call for an appointment: 
866-964-9206

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills

AUBURNDALE  BAYSIDE  
BRIARWOOD  CAMBRIA HEIGHTS  
LIVE. COLLEGE POINT  CORONA  
WORK. EAST ELMHURST  
STUDY. FLUSHING  HILLCREST  
WORSHIP. HOLLIS  JAMAICA  
SAVE. JAMAICA ESTATES  
JAMAICA HILLS  MURRAY HILL  
OZONE PARK  POMONOK  
QUEENS VILLAGE  RICHMOND HILL  
SOUTH JAMAICA  SOUTH OZONE 
PARK  ST. ALBANS  WOODHAVEN 

Federally Insured by NCUA

discover 
�����������	�
������

at QsideFCU.org

Now Serving More of Queens than Ever

Let us take this time to refl ect 
on all we have to be grateful for this

Thanksgiving Day.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

District Offi ces:

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX
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Bayside, New York 11361
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Voter turnout must improve
In the past election it was 

stated that only 23 percent of vot-
ers  showed up to vote. That, in my 
opinion, is a sad state of affairs.

I myself got up an hour early to 
vote in Glen Oaks Village to vote 
and then go to work. I’m 68 years old 
and I am aware how important it is 
to vote. There are issues out there 
that affect all of us, like the educa-
tion of our children, taxes, crime, 
and the high cost of housing. Not to 
mention the need for better protec-

tion for our seniors who have been 
victims of crime. The list goes on.

I feel it is our civic duty to show 
up and vote and if we don’t, then we 
cannot complain. Added to that, 
we live in a free country and with 
that comes a responsibility to be in-
volved in what goes on in our com-
munity and that means voting on 
the issues that have an impact on 
all of us.

If the wrong person gets elected 
that is because many of us didn’t 

take the time to get out and vote.
In past generations there were 

many concerned citizens who did 
come out and did vote because 
they believed it was important. 
Our freedoms are what has made 
America great, so for the next elec-
tion step up to the plate and vote or 
we might lose what many of us hold 
most dear.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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Election Day brought a few surprises to Queens but 
also disappointment over turnout. Voting was inexcus-
ably low in most parts of the borough with the re-election 
of Mayor Bill de Blasio considered a done deal and only 
one of the incumbents in the City Council facing a white-
knuckle challenge.

Nevertheless, the Queens playbook had one new 
chapter and several interesting footnotes for the general 
2017 election.

In Council District 30, civic leader Bob Holden pulled 
out a squeaker against Democratic Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley, with a temporary lead of 133 votes in 
the most acrimonious borough race in recent memory. 
Counting of the absentee ballots and other votes began 
Wednesday at the Board of Elections office on Queens 
Boulevard.

Crowley had crushed Holden, the longtime head of 
the Juniper Park Civic Association, by 25 points in the 
Democratic primary. But the Republican Party courted 
him and he ended up running against Crowley on the 
GOP line despite swearing allegiance to the Democratic 
Party for 44 years.

If he wins, it is not clear where Holden will hang his 
hat - with the few Republicans in the Council or the Dem-
ocrats.  Crowley is seeking a third term and if she loses, 
that will mean one less woman in the Council, where 
the female ranks have thinned dramatically in recent 
years.

What will remain is the deep-seated bitterness be-
tween the two candidates that has been described as 
Queens’ version of the Hatfield vs. the McCoys feud.  The 
big issues in the race were homeless shelters and the 
closing of Rikers Island.

Turnout for the Holden-Crowley matchup was about 
20,300 compared with 22,570 in the re-election of Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich — the borough’s sole GOP lawmaker 
— in the nearby CD 33. Paul Vallone’s northeast Queens 
district led the pack with nearly 25,000 voters going to 
the polls in a three-way matchup that sent the Democrat 
back to the Council.

De Blasio prevailed in Queens over GOP challenger 
Nicole Malliotakis but only by a 2-to-1 ratio - the small-
est margin outside her Staten Island home borough. 
She beat the mayor in Crowley’s Glendale, Ridgewood 
district and in the Rockaways, Howard Beach and South 
Ozone Park.  In Bayside and the Fresh Meadows districts 
Malliotakis outpaced the mayor.

The mayor had the best showing by far in heavily Dem-
ocratic southeast Queens, which has a history of getting 
its people out to vote even in non-dazzling years like 2017.  
The elderly used walkers to visit one polling site in Queens 
Village, sending a message to the many able-bodied who 
stayed home that casting a ballot is worth the effort.

EDITOR’S NOTE
In the Oct. 20 story on the Queens College conference on Korean comfort women and the first statue in New York City marking the episode,  
there was some controversy over the Japanese apology. The Japanese consulate said the government had expressed “sincere apologies and 
remorse.” The Japanese pointed out the governments of Japan and Korean reached an agreement on Dec. 28, 2015 that the comfort women 
issue had been resolved “finally and irreversibly.” In response to the TimesLedger story, the Korean Consulate General said the question about 
the apology did not represent a diplomatic rift between the two governments. “The Japanese government has issued apologies in the past, but 
the incumbent Prime Minister Abe has not from the bottom of his heart,” said Jin Hon, the press attache for the Korean consulate.
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READERS WRITE

Community colleges are wise investments
This is the time of year 

when high school seniors start 
deciding where they want to ap-
ply to college. I want to encour-
age them to keep community 
colleges on their lists—and not 
just as a backup school, but as a 
good starting point to a college 
degree. 

I freely admit that attending 
a community college was not 
my top choice. In fact, before 
I started here last year, I was 
disappointed and embarrassed 
about going to a two-year col-
lege. 

Now that I know about the 
many opportunities at LaGuar-
dia, it’s hard to comprehend 
that I once felt this way. 

So how did I get here? I was 
born and raised in NYC. When 
I was 11, my family and I moved 
to my parents’ home country 
of Nepal. After high school, I 
decided that I wanted to come 
back to the U.S. to pursue a col-
lege degree. I took the college 
entrance exam, the SAT, and 
began researching colleges in 
America. I felt like I was out 
of luck when I learned about 
application deadlines at four-
year colleges, many of which 
I’d missed by more than six 
months. Learning about post-
secondary education in the U.S. 

felt overwhelming. 
I thought being in the U.S. 

would make things easier. So I 
booked my flight, even though I 
still had no clue about where or 
how I’d be able to go to college 
here.

I moved in with extended 
family members in Queens, 
and began touring private col-
leges like Columbia, Sarah 
Lawrence, NYU, and more. 
Meanwhile, my parents kept 
encouraging me to consider 
LaGuardia Community Col-
lege. They’d heard positive 
things about it when we lived in 
Queens during my childhood 
years. And they knew it was 
much more affordable than the 
colleges I was looking at. They 
suggested that I start my col-
lege studies at LaGuardia, earn 
my associate’s degree, and then 
go to a four-year college. 

I didn’t want to settle for my 
education, though, and con-
templated taking a gap year 
to apply to the aforementioned 
colleges, because I had aspira-
tions of receiving scholarships. 
But looking at my test scores, I 
had a feeling that I would only 
receive need-based financial 
aid. So I went with my parents’ 
suggestion.

I worried that going to La-

Guardia would mean that I 
wasn’t aiming big. But taking 
a gap year would delay my col-
lege dreams, so I just went with 
it. 

I applied in the middle of 
August, which is extremely 
late for applying to most four-
year colleges. Like most U.S. 
community colleges, LaGuar-
dia has rolling admissions and 
is open access, meaning that no 
one is turned away. 

So I was enrolled!
I decided to try to put aside 

my low expectations and ini-
tial thoughts about attending a 
community college. Instead, I’d 
study hard and make the most 
of my situation. 

Right away, I was amazed 
by the services to help students 
adjust to college and succeed: 
staff to help students apply for 
financial aid, an advising team 
(for each major) to help students 
sort out confusion about which 
classes to take, counselors to 
assist students in alleviating 
their stress, and a center where 
people can learn about the le-
gal benefits they could qualify 
for. These services, combined 
with a welcoming atmosphere, 
the fact that I was enjoying my 
classes and fellow students, and 
felt I was learning a lot from my 

teachers, changed my perspec-
tive about LaGuardia Commu-
nity College.

In my second semester, I 
qualified to join the Honors 
Program because of my hard 
work. Through the program, I 
met LaGuardia students who 
were transferring to renowned 
universities like Stanford, City 
College, Baruch, Cornell, and 
more. 

Further in my second se-
mester, I needed to find a job 
to make ends meet, so I visited 
LaGuardia’s Career Center. 
Their staff helped me edit my 
resume, search job openings 
and submit applications. After 
a short time, I secured a job as 
a college assistant for LaGuar-
dia’s Department of External 
Affairs, which helps keep Long 
Island City, and the greater 
NYC community, connected to 
LaGuardia. Through work as-
signments for this job, I learned 
about the power of community 
colleges to help break the cycle 
of poverty for students and 
their families—because gradu-
ates and their families earn 
significantly higher incomes 
(vs. those who don’t go to com-
munity college).

Now I’m in my second and 
final year at LaGuardia. I’ll 

graduate in June 2018 with an 
associate’s in Communications. 
I plan to transfer to NYU to con-
tinue my education. Ultimately, 
I want to pursue a career in 
marketing and/or communica-
tions.

I’m very glad that my path 
led me to choose LaGuardia. At 
LaGuardia, if you work hard, 
and speak up about needing 
help—whether it’s with some-
thing academic, financial, per-
sonal or career-related—there 
are resources here to help. It 
has the programs and services 
to meet students where they 
are. And here you can meet fac-
ulty and staff who care about 
every student.

So to any of you readers who 
are either in high school think-
ing about a cost-efficient col-
lege, a parent thinking about 
sending your children to col-
lege, or someone contemplating 
going back to college for any 
reason, I honestly recommend 
considering a community col-
lege, such as LaGuardia Com-
munity College. 

Richen Lama
LaGuardia Community 

College
Long Island City

No shame in asking for help with health care options
This year’s Affordable Care 

Act open enrollment period 
started Nov. 1. Millions of Amer-
icans will visit HealthCare.
gov or the online insurance ex-
change run by their state to shop 
for 2018 health plans. Many will 
be confused by what they find.

Premiums have increased 
significantly. The most popular 
“silver” exchange plans cost 34 
percent more, on average, than 
they did in 2017. Skimpier bronze 
plans cost 18 percent more. Gen-
erous gold plan premiums have 
risen 16 percent.

Many insurers won’t offer 
exchange plans at all. There will 
be just a single exchange insur-
er in nearly half of all counties.

Luckily, Americans don’t 
have to settle for exchange plans. 
They can also buy coverage “off-
exchange.” And they may want 
to consider consulting a certi-
fied health insurance agent or 
broker to determine whether 

exchange or off-exchange plans 
are right for them.

Exchange plans are general-
ly more attractive for individu-
als and families who earn less 
than 400 percent of the poverty 
level. That’s because these folks 
-- individuals taking home less 
than $48,240 or families of four 
bringing in less than $98,400 
-- qualify for subsidized cover-
age. But they can only claim 
those subsidies through the ex-
changes.

Off-exchange plans aren’t 
subsidized. So they may be a 
better fit for the roughly 40 per-
cent of Americans who earn too 
much to qualify for subsidies. 
Some of these plans also gener-
ally allow enrollees to visit a 
wider range of doctors and hos-
pitals.  About 5.4 million people 
purchased off-exchange plans 
in 2017.

Most people could use assis-
tance when picking a plan. Less 

than four in 10 Americans are 
“very confident” that they can 
select the health insurance plan 
that’s right for them. Only 4 per-
cent of people can define common 
insurance terms like “deduct-
ible,” “co-pay,” “coinsurance,” 
and “out-of-pocket maximum.”

Health insurance agents and 
brokers can help these folks un-
derstand the benefits and draw-
backs of various plans. Most 
of these professionals have 10 
or more years of experience in 
the industry.  Three out of four 
spend “most” or “a lot of” their 
time explaining options to cli-
ents.

Consumers who have sought 
assistance from agents and 
brokers in the past have been 
extremely satisfied. Nearly 84 
percent of people who requested 
assistance when shopping for 
plans in 2014 said insurance 
agents and brokers were help-
ful. That’s a higher satisfaction 

ranking than any other source 
of help.

It’s easy to see why agents and 
brokers are popular. They’re of-
ten able to find better deals than 
consumers would have found on 
their own. Premiums are 13 per-
cent lower in counties with the 
most brokers. Plus, agents and 
brokers generally don’t charge 
for advice.

These professionals play a 
pivotal role in helping people 
sign up for coverage. In Cali-
fornia, for instance, agents and 
brokers signed up 525,000 people 
for exchange plans in 2014. That 
represented 40 percent of the 
state’s total exchange enrollees.

Their services will be even 
more important this year, 
given some recent changes to 
the Affordable Care Act. This 
year’s open enrollment period 
in HealthCare.gov only runs 
45 days, until Dec. 15. In past 
years, it ran until late January, 

and will run longer this year 
in some state exchanges. The 
federal Department of Health 
and Human Services is also not 
spending as much on advertis-
ing open enrollment this year. 
So fewer people may even be 
aware that they need to sign up.

By helping people sign up for 
either exchange or off-exchange 
plans, brokers and agents can 
ensure a larger, more represen-
tative pool of enrollees. That 
will help stabilize the individ-
ual market and reduce future 
premium spikes.

Americans only have a few 
weeks to decide on a 2018 health 
plan. They can ensure they 
make the right choice by calling 
in some professional help.

Janet Trautwein
CEO

National Association of Health 
Underwriters.
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

 FEATURING .. . APPLIANCE 
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Helicopter parents who 
hover over their kids are the 
most popular of punching bags. 
Remember the mom who  sued 
her 4-year-old’s $19,000-a-year 
pre-school because the kid was 
spending time with the 2-year-
olds, thus ruining her chances 
of getting into Harvard ?

You might figure I’d join the 
chorus of shame, since I founded 
 Free-Range Kids , the movement 
dedicated to giving kids more 
freedom, and am now president 
of Let Grow, a new non-profit 
whose aim is overthrowing 
overprotection.

And OK, you’d be right. Hard 
to resist a little shaming of that 
particular mom. She didn’t even 
realize that mixed-age play is the 
greatest thing for kids since the 

invention of the sippy cup. Her 
daughter lording over all those 
2-year-olds could have learned 
everything she needed to rule 
Silicon Valley when she’s 28. 

But in general, beating up 
on moms and dads desperately 
trying to do the best by their 
kids is pointless and even kind 
of cruel, when in truth they 
have very little choice. Ours is 
a culture that forces parents to 
micromanage. 

Even if you’re a parent who 
wants your kids to walk to school 
on their own or play in the park 
till the streetlights come on, 
there are fewer and fewer kids 
out there for them to do this 
with. In my day — which shall 
go un-pinpointed — the major-
ity of kids walked to school. To-
day it’s 13 percent, nationally. 
Here in New York, each morn-
ing the school playgrounds are 
full of parents dropping off kids 
whom a generation ago would 
have been mortified to be chap-
eroned. Meantime, we’ve all 
heard of parents who’ve been 
arrested for letting their kids 

go outside on their own. Once it 
is no longer the norm to let kids 
do anything unsupervised, it’s 
a vicious cycle. Parents helicop-
ter because it’s hard (and some-
times illegal) not to.  

After I wrote about letting 
my 9-year-old ride the subway 
alone I went on talk show after 
talk show, starting with WNYC’s 
Brian Lehrer, defending my be-
lief that kids can do some things 
— even some slightly confusing 
or scary things — on their own. 
Many disagreed. They still do. 

But we are living in the saf-
est era in human history, ac-
cording to Harvard’s Steven 
Pinker. (A professor that lady’s 
4-year-old will never have!) New 
York’s murder rate for 2017 is on 
track to hit a new historic low. 
So why supervise our offspring 
like we’re living in the end 
times? Kids need some indepen-
dence — and even a little risk. 

A study on risky play pub-
lished in Evolutionary Psy-
chology found that kids “dose” 
themselves with the level of 
risk they can handle — for in-

stance, by climbing ever higher 
on the monkey bars. The thrill 
they feel is their reward for be-
ing brave. The more kids tiptoe 
to beyond their comfort level, 
the braver they become. Facing 
your fears (as anyone in therapy 
can attest) has a sort of “anti-
phobic effect.” 

Children deprived of the 
chance to face those fears be-
cause an adult is always stand-
ing by to “help” them can end 
up more anxious. What’s more, 
with constant adult assistance 
and intervention, they don’t 
even get to organize their own 
games or solve their own spats. 
They never get lost and have 
to find their way home, scared 
but then triumphant. So all 
these coping skills get less de-
veloped.

And it could be argued that 
this is why today’s college 
students are having a harder 
time than earlier generations 
getting along on their own. In 
just five years, 2011 to 2016, the 
number of undergrads report-
ing “overwhelming anxiety” 

jumped from 50 to 62 percent. 
Having been protected from so 
many risks and discomforts as 
children, they are hypersensi-
tive to these at university. 

Hence, perhaps the de-
mand for a “safe space”  when 
someone they dislike comes to 
speak. It’s not that these stu-
dents are literally not safe. But 
it may feel that way because 
something is making them 
anxious and no one is stopping 
it, the way adults always have 
till now. 

The antidote is simple: 
Make it easier for adults to 
give kids back their freedom. 
Don’t arrest or shame parents 
who let their kids do things on 
their own. Don’t exaggerate 
the dangers and difficulties of 
childhood. Don’t say, “What if 
something bad happens?” and 
then use that made-up, what-
if, unlikely scenario as if it’s a 
real, immediate and probable 
risk. 

Put simply: Don’t step in 
when you can step back and let 
your kids go … and grow. 

Always helping kids isn’t helping any kids
COLUMNS

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/17—12/11/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward 
card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance 
and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are 
the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 17Q4NPPIRC3

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

$         
REBATE*

ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES OF 
HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW FASHIONS
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Get Your Railings Installed Before Winter

DiNapoli warns of ‘unplanned’ fare hikes
BY MARK HALLUM

State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli has warned that if a 
dedicated funding stream is not 
decided upon by city and state 
agencies, the MTA may soon be 
forced to impose “unplanned” 
fare and toll hikes.

A new report from DiNapo-
li’s office details funding issues 
as well as service disruptions 
within the MTA and called for 
an immediate solution to the 
MTA’s woes before commuters 
are forced to bear the brunt of 
restoring the failing system 
in which ridership is down for 
the first times after years of 
growth.

“Maintaining, modernizing 
and expanding the largest mass 
transit agency in the nation 
is critically important to the 
future of the New York metro-
politan region,” DiNapoli said. 
“In the absence of adequate 
funding, the system could fall 
into further disrepair and rid-
ers could face unplanned fare 
hikes. The state and city need to 
find solutions to prevent these 
possibilities from becoming a 
reality, and the MTA must make 
the best use of its resources.”

John Raskin, executive di-
rector of the Riders Alliance, 
came out against fair hikes in 
a statement saying this would 
place undue burden on riders 
who will pay more and experi-
ence service cuts.

“Comptroller DiNapoli is 
right: the MTA is in dire need of  
repairs and modernization that 
will cost billions of dollars,” 
Raskin said. “If Gov. Cuomo 
doesn’t pass a new revenue 
source to fund the MTA, the 
only way to fix our subways and 
buses will be with fare hikes 
and service cuts, which are re-
gressive plans that hurt work-
ing people the most. Gov. Cuo-
mo should move quickly to pass 
a progressive source of MTA 
funding, like congestion pric-
ing, so we can restore reliable 
transit service without passing 
along the bill to the New York-
ers who can least afford it.”

The Tri-State Transporta-
tion Campaign’s executive di-
rector, Nick Sifuentes, respond-
ed to the comptroller’s report by 
backing Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
congestion pricing proposal. 
The transit advocate compared 
the current state of the subways 
to the way  it was notoriously 

experienced by commuters in 
1980s until better funds were 
put toward the MTA.

“The MTA has a tremendous 
amount of work to do to get our 
system back up to par. But to do 
so our elected officials have to 
find sustainable funding sourc-
es for our subways, buses and 
commuter rail,” Sifuentes said. 
“Fortunately, both the governor 

and the mayor are proposing so-
lutions that don’t burden riders 
who are already paying their fair 
share. Whether congestion pric-
ing or a millionaires’ tax, our 
representatives have to find a 
progressive solution to the crisis 
on our public transit system. The 
bad old days of the 1980s showed 
us what happens when we don’t 
invest in transit. We’re in much 

better shape than then, but if 
lack of investment in our [public 
transit] continues, it won’t be long 
before we find ourselves dealing 
with a failed transit system and 
an ailing city again.”

Recently released MTA 
data shows weekday ridership 
dropped between September 
2016 and 2017 for the first time 
since 2009. Weekday ridership 
reached its peak last year at 
around 6 million rides a day but 
went down by 50,000 in the latest 
count.

Weekend ridership dropped 
by about 58,000 passengers per 
day to total of about 5.7 million 
Metrocard swipes.

On top of subway ridership 
decline, buses travel has dipped 
down to about 2 million daily 
passengers compared to the 2.1 
million average in 2013.

This fall in ridership coin-
cides with endemic, system-wide 
failures on the subways along-
side extensive work at mPenn 
Station as MTA Chairman Joe 
Lhota attempted to stabilize 
the system and implement over-
hauls with the state of emergen-
cy announced Cuomo in June 
and renewed for the fourth time 
at the end of October. 

Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli said if a funding stream for 
MTA is not established, fare hikes loom on the horizon. 

Photo by Michael Shain 



TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 17–23, 2017 17  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

They attend some of the highest  

performing schools in the state.

But now they face being educationally  

homeless. City Hall is denying  

734 public charter school students  

access to public space, even though  

there are 65,000 empty seats in  

school buildings across New York City.

Next year, these  
kids could lose the  
schools they love.

Paid for by Success Academy Charter Schools

SpaceToLearn.org Tell City Hall:
 ALL public school kids  
 need the space to learn.
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Armored Car Company is seeking Driver/Guards for our New York daily operations. We are a well 
diverse company with business all over the Tri-State. We are looking for dedicated individuals to join 
our team. We are a 24 hour operation, which includes extended hours, weekends and holidays.

Responsibilities include: driving an armored vehicle, guarding, delivering and picking up shipments.

Qualifications: Must be at least 21 years of age and able to lift at least 50 pounds. Able to obtain 
a valid City Of New York Carry Permit for a handgun. Must have a valid State of New York driver’s 
license at least Class D. The 47-hour armed guard course certificate is a plus. A home Premise Permit 
is a plus. Previous armed driver/messenger or related driving experience is a plus.

We offer a competitive salary, benefits including 401(K). Union Subsidized medical benefits tenure 
bonus depending on qualifications and continuous good-stand employment and an employee 
referral program.

Interested Applicants should send their 
resumes to: hr@payomatic.com with the 
subject line “Rapid”. You can also fax them to 
718-366-2577. Only qualified applicants will 
be contacted.

Driver/Guards Wanted

BY BILL PARRY

For decades environmentalists 
have warned of the dangers of im-
proper disposal of prescription drugs 
and the harm it is doing to the water 
supple. Late last month, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo announced the roll-out of a pro-
gram in which 280 locations statewide 
would begin accepting unused pre-
scription drugs, but state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) believes 
more should be done to battle the po-
tential safety, health and environmen-
tal hazards.

As a member of the Senate Envi-
ronmental Conservation Committee, 
Addabbo is urging final action on 
legislation S. 6750 he co-sponsors that 
will require chain pharmacies to col-
lect unused, unwanted or expired con-
trolled substances from the public.

“This bill has passed the Senate 
and Assembly, with bi-partisan sup-
port. and will be sent to the governor 
for final consideration by the end of the 
year,” Addabbo said. “I hope he will 
sign it into law to help protect both the 
environment and public health from 
drugs thrown into the trash or flushed 
down the drain.”

In April , Americans turned in 450 
tons of prescription drugs at nearly 
4,050 sites operated by the federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency, and a police pre-
cinct in Addabbo’s district took part.

“This event offered my constitu-
ents a valuable opportunity to safely 
dispose of old drugs,” he said. “But 
we need to provide New Yorkers with 
more consistent access to safe and se-
cure medication disposal sites. Final 
approval of this legislation requiring 
chain pharmacies to collect these po-
tentially dangerous substances would 
be very helpful in addressing this is-
sue.”

A 2014 study by the federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency tested 

samples from 50 large wastewater 
treatment plants nationwide for the 
presence of 56 drugs. More than half 
the samples tested positive for at least 
25 of the monitored medications.

According to the Mayo Clinic, al-
most 70 percent of all Americans take 
at least one prescription medication, 
which is up 48 percent from 2007-2008. 
Another concern is that the improper 
disposal of controlled substances or 
keeping them sitting in medicine cabi-
nets for long periods of time is adding 
to the opioid addiction epidemic across 
the state and nation.

“We need to make it easier for con-
sumers to dispose of unwanted medica-
tion in a safe and secure manner, and 
requiring large pharmacies operating 
in New York to offer collection services 
is part of the solution,” Addabbo said. 
“This bill would also address the drug 
addiction issue by reducing the avail-
ability of unused prescription drugs.”

Meanwhile, Cuomo signed another 
measure on Veterans Day allowing 
medical marijuana to be used in the 
treatment of post-traumatic stress 
disorder. The bill allows military vet-
erans, police officers and firefighters 
and domestic violence survivors ac-
cess to the state’s growing marijuana 
dispensary system.

“It is particularly heartening that 
so many of our servicemen and women 
come home from serving their coun-
try to struggle with PTSD, which can 
be a very isolating and misunderstood 
condition,” Addabbo said. “No man or 
woman who has stepped up and made 
brave sacrifices on behalf of our nation 
in the armed forces should be without 
resources to address the impact of 
their service on their physical, emo-
tional and psychological health.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Addabbo wants action
on drug disposal bill

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Attorney Advertising 

ABUSED  
BY CLERGY? 

646-679-5996

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Sexual Abuse Compensation Programs (IRCP)

AndersonAdvocates.com

DEADLINE TO ACT:
December 21  

Diocese of Brooklyn
December 31

Diocese of Rockville Centre

1745 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10019 

366 Jackson St., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55101
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                      

MON. NOV. 27th

QUEENS
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

WED. NOV. 29th

QUEENS
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

THUR. NOV. 30th

QUEENS
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard
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YOU KNOW 
WHERE 
YOU WANT 
TO GO.

NOW YOU
HAVE THE
WAY TO
GET THERE.

You’ve nearly completed your undergraduate degree, but 
sometimes other obligations get in the way. Make the commitment 
to fi nish now! At the NYU School of Professional Studies Division 

of Applied Undergraduate Studies, we’ll be with you every step of 
the way. Our Bachelors Degrees prepare you with the knowledge 
and applicable skills to move ahead. Take charge of your destiny. 
It’s time to make the NYUSPS investment in your career, your 
future, and yourself.

New York University is an affi rmative action/equal opportunity institution.  ©2017 NYU School of Professional Studies.

For information: 
visit sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/bachelors55 

or call 212-998-7100.

VIRTUAL INFO. SESSION - Tuesday, November 14, 7 p.m.

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS

November 15, 29; December 6, 13, anytime 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

OPEN HOUSE - Saturday, December 2, 9 a.m.

Register - sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/events55

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE:  
Applied Data Analytics and Visualization (STEM)

Digital Communications and Media (STEM) • Healthcare Management
Information Systems Management (STEM)

Leadership and Management Studies • Marketing Analytics • Real Estate

BACHELOR OF ARTS:

Applied General Studies • Humanities • Social Sciences

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Recently re-elected Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz was at Richmond 
Hill last Friday to help welcome back 20 
medical professionals from Jamaica Hos-
pital and Flushing Hospital who went to 
Puerto Rico to provide relief work after 
Hurricane Maria destroyed hospitals on 
the commonwealth island. 

“It was a good team effort here in the 
borough of Queens,” Katz said at the cer-
emony in Jamaica Hospital’s private din-
ing room. “To give back to areas that are 
in desperate need is what we do here.” 

The members of the mostly bilin-
gual team consisted of physicians, phy-
sician assistants, nurse practitioners, 
registered nurses, emergency medical 
technicians, paramedics and adminis-
trators from the two medical centers, 
which are a part of the MediSys Health 
Network.  They were the first Queens-
based hospital staff to go to the island 
to help. 

“To our team, welcome home,” said 
Bruce Flanz, president & CEO of Medi-
Sys.

One of the members of the MediSys 
staff to be celebrated for her service 
was Registered Nurse Danielle Roberts, 
who works at the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit at Flushing Hospital and was 
warmly received by the people in Puerto 
Rico she helped.

“While I was there their spirits were 
up, you would not even think there was 
a hurricane the way they were grateful 
to us,” Roberts said. “Some people didn’t 
have electricity and they would be go-
ing to someone else’s house to bake us 
a cake or do generous things to show us 
how much they appreciated that we were 
there.” 

Even though her specialty is work-
ing with babies, Roberts provided urgent 
care to disaster victims.

“I was giving injections and seeing 
people with the doctors there who had 
acute issues,” Roberts said. 

Despite having had five years of 
Spanish lessons in middle school and 
high school up until 2003, Roberts admit-
ted she was rusty in the language and got 
help in becoming better in the language 
from some of the patients.  Fellow Medi-
Sys member, Dr. Erica Cardona, trans-
lated for her sometimes. “I’m Puerto Ri-
can and I believe in community service,” 
said Cardona, who is a family medicine 
physician at Jamaica Hospital. “It was 
the right thing to do.”

While there she and Roberts treated 
patients with colitis, pink eye, skin infec-
tions as well as skeletal and muscular 
complaints because of fatigue. 

Together they worked at a medical 
station in Manatí, which is on the north-
ern coast of Puerto Rico, according to 
Cardona. 

They also worked at a trailer triage 
area that was set up in front of the United 
States Naval ship Comfort, which was in 
San Juan, the capitol of the island. 

While she was on the east coast of the 
island, Cardona’s family was on the west 
coast at Rincón, and after cell service 
was brought back to the island she was 
able visit them momentarily. 

“I had peace of mind [visiting my fam-
ily], but the big take home thing was just 
to appreciate all the comforts that we 
have here that they are going without,” 
Cardona said. 

“I didn’t have one patient whine about 
their circumstances. They were just 
grateful for the help we brought. They 
are beautiful people,” she said. 

MediSys volunteers 
honored for relief work

Medical professionals who went to do relief work in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria were 
honored at Jamaica Hospital. Photo by Naeisha Rose
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E D U C A T I O N  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Complete Your Bachelors Degree 
The NYU School of Professional 

Studies (NYUSPS) Division of Ap-
plied Undergraduate Studies offers 
students who have earned 60 trans-
ferable college credits or more, the op-
portunity to complete their bachelors 
degree. Whether you are someone 
who stopped out of college because of 
family or work obligations, you are 
currently attending a four-year col-
lege or university and are rethinking 
your college choice, or you are about 
to finish your associates degree at a 
community college, the NYU School 
of Professional Studies Division of 
Applied Undergraduate Studies af-
fords you the opportunity to complete 
your degree or continue your studies 
at NYU, a world-class institution of 
higher learning.

The Division offers all of the advan-
tages and resources of an NYU educa-
tion, combined with the convenience 
and the flexibility needed to fit your 
busy schedule through courses that 
are offered online and in-person. Un-
dergraduate programs integrate the 
liberal arts and professional studies, 
providing an education that immerses 
you in relevant content and provides 
the immediately applicable skills that 

hiring managers seek. As a student 
enrolled in one of these programs, you 
will hone your critical thinking and 
analytical skills, increase your knowl-
edge base, develop your intellect, and 
acquire the confidence to excel person-
ally and professionally.

Programs include the BS in Digi-
tal Communications and Media; BS in 
Healthcare Management; BS in Infor-
mation Systems Management; BS in 

Leadership and Management Studies; 
BS in Real Estate; BS in Marketing An-
alytics; BS in Applied Data Analytics 
and Visualization; BA in Applied Gen-
eral Studies; BA in Humanities; and 
BA in Social Sciences.

The Division of Applied Undergrad-
uate Studies also provides a support-
ive learning environment, seamless 
credit transfer, and multiple financial 
aid and scholarship options. Tailored 

career development services are pro-
vided by the NYU Wasserman Center 
for Career Development at the NYU 
School of Professional Studies. One-
on-one appointments at the Wasser-
man Center are available to discuss 
career goals, to strategize about a job 
search, and/or to get advice about your 
cover letter and résumé.

On-demand academic coaching; 
programs taught by top professionals 
in their fields, and comprehensive tu-
toring services make the NYU School 
of Professional Studies the choice for 
students who seek to complete their 
undergraduate degree at a world-re-
nowned university.

Set yourself apart by making the 
NYUSPS investment in yourself. For 
information about the NYU School 
of Professional Studies Division 
of Applied Undergraduate Studies 
bachelors degree programs, visit  
sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/bachelors55; 
e-mail nyusps.appliedUG@nyu.edu; 
call 212-998-7100.

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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RENAISSANCE
home care services

R

Caring with a Commitment to Quality

Ask For Renaissance!
From in home care, to structured and 

enriching programs at one of our Adult Day 
locations we have an extensive choice of 
specialty trained, multilingual caregivers 
and staff members to meet our client’s 

needs. 

In “Caring with a Commitment to 
Quality”, Renaissance proudly provides 

the following services: 
*Pediatric Home Care  

*HIV/AIDS Home Care
*Mental Health Home Care

*CDPAP
Serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 

Queens, and Staten Island.

Ask for Renaissance Home Health Care!

Pregunte por Renaissance 
Home Health Care! 

Mande pou Renaissance
Home Health Care!

Choisissez Renaissance, 
l’agence de soins à domicile!

Выбирайте “Ренессанс” - 
агентство по уходу за пожилыми!

ASK FOR RENAISSANCE!
RENAISSANCEADULTDAY.COM 800.481.825991-31 Queens Boulevard Queens, NY 11373

ENGINEERING   ��� TECHNOLOGY   ��� MANAGEMENT    ��� AVIATION

Find Out How at Open House
Saturday, November 11 or 18 at 10 a.m. 

VAUGHN.EDU/REGISTER
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1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. 
The minimum balance to open the promotional CD and to earn the stated APY is $500. The interest rate remains 
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maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances2.

1.25% 
APY1

Rake in your savings with a

GREAT
RATE CDBY BILL PARRY

In the midst of what 
he calls “attacks on 
hardworking and im-
migrant families in the 
era of President Trump,” 
state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) has 
launched free legal coun-
seling services focusing 
on housing and immi-
gration. Peralta secured 
a $50,000 state allocation 
to the CUNY School of 
Law’s Community Le-
gal Resource Network 
to provide qualified at-
torneys and offer needed 
services to constituents.

“I am determine to 
fight Trump and his 
un-American, anti-
immigrant policies 
that deeply hurt our 
communities and our 
hardworking families,” 
Peralta said. “For the 
past year, pushing back 
against Trumpism has 
been at the core of my ef-
forts to defend and pro-
tect New Yorkers. Plans 
to end DACA, build a 
wall and executive or-
ders for a travel ban 
have traumatized many 
people. It is frightening 
to see immigrants go 
about their daily lives 
with fear in their eyes, 
and I am not going to 
tolerate it. This is whay , 
in the era of Trump, I 
partnered with profes-
sionals from the CUNY 
School of Law to offer 
free legal services to my 
constituents.”

The free legal coun-
seling services include 
assistance with deporta-
tion proceedings, immi-
gration actions taken by 

the federal government, 
housing discrimination 
and tenant harassment, 
among others. Those 
seeking free legal consul-
tation are asked to call 
his office and schedule 
an appointment at (718) 
205-3881. All cases will 
be kept confidential and 
attorneys can answer 
questions, review docu-
ments, give legal options 
on a current problem 
and explain the law and 
legal process.

“We at the Commu-
nity Legal Resource Net-
work from CUNY School 
of Law, are delighted to 
partner with Senator 
Peralta to provide the 
community with greatly 
needed legal informa-
tion and consultations in 
the areas of immigration 
and housing,” said Aliza-
beth  Newman, executive 
director  of the Com-
munity Legal Resource 
Network, said. “We 
commend Senator Per-
alta for being a leader in 
bringing state resources 
to the vast gap in access 
to legal services for low-
income New Yorkers.”

Newman noted that 
having legal advice and 
analysis before or dur-
ing a legal process can 
make a huge difference 
in a person’s ability to 
defend his or her rights. 
The attorneys however, 
are not able to go to court 
or take on full represen-
tation of cases, as some 
could take years.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Peralta launches 
free legal services

State Sen. Jose Peralta introduced free legal counseling 
services in partnership with the CUNY School of Law to help 
immigrants and low-income constituents. 
 Photo by Christina Santucci
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(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)

RUFFINO
CHIANTI RISERVATAN

 $16.99

COPPOLA
DIAMOND CLARET

 $12.99

$10.99

exp. 11/20/17 $10.99

$9.99

$7.99

SVEDKA
Vodka

$17.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

BERINGER
White Zinfandel

$7.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

KENDALL JACKSON
Chardonnay

$10.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

CAVIT
Pinot Grigio

$10.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

VEUVE CLIQUOT
Brut Champagne

$39.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

PATRON Silver Tequila
$42.99

1.75 Liter
Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

$79.99
750 ml

MARTINI & ROSSI
Asti

$10.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

BLACKSTONE
Merlot

$5.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

BARTENURA
Moscato

$8.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

APOTHIC
Red • Dark • Crush • Rose

$7.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

YELLOW TAIL
All Types

$8.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

BAREFOOT
All Types

$8.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

RUFFINO
Chianti Riserva Tan

$16.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

GREY GOOSE Vodka
$32.99

1.75 Liter
Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

$45.99
1 Liter

BACARDI RUM
Gold and Superior

$17.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

JOHNNIE WALKER
Blue
$159.99750 ml

Coupon exp. 11/30/17

MEZZACORONA
Pinot Grigio

$10.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

WOODBRIDGE
All Types

$9.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

TITO’S
Handmade Vodka

$29.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

LA MARCA
Prosecco

$11.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

RELAX
Riesling

$7.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

ABSOLUT
Vodka

$25.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

OYSTER BAY
Sauvignon Blanc

$8.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

MOET
Brut Imperial

$35.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

JIM BEAM
Bourbon

$25.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

MIONETTO
Prosecco

$10.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

SMIRNOFF
Vodka - 80 Proof 

$18.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

ELIJAH CRAIG
Bourbon (small batch)

$22.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

JAMESON
Irish Whiskey

$45.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

CONCHA Y TORO
Frontera • All Types

$7.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

JACK DANIELS
Black

$44.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

COPPOLA
Diamond Claret

$12.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

GATO NEGRO
All Types

$6.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

YAMAZAKI
12 yrs. old Whiskey 

$89.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

FETZER
All Types

$8.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH 11/30/17

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

  10% OFF
  15% OFF
  20% OFF
                               NOW THROUGH 11/30/17
                          EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
   CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

HOLIDAYAND SPECIALORDERS
WELCOME

WE MATCH

OR BEAT ANY

COMPETITORS

PRICING
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OUR 69th YEAR

MON - WED
8:30AM - 10PM

THURS - SAT
8:30AM - 11PM

OPEN SUNDAY
12 - 7PM

qnswine@gmail.com

OPEN THANKSGIVING 8:30AM-8PM

THE BIG STORE WITH BIG SAVINGS
#1 IN DISCOUNT SALES

CORPORATEACCOUNTSWELCOME

WE MATCH

OR BEAT ANY

COMPETITORS

PRICING

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH 11/30/17

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

                                                                                                                 Exp. 11/30/17

   NOW THROUGH 11/30/17. EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS.
     CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
                                                                                                      Exp. 11/30/17

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

* SALE SUBJECT TO INVENTORY
* AUTHORIZED N.Y. STATE LOTTO AND LOTTERY AGENT

* CASH & CARRY(SALE ITEMS ONLY)
* NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

CHINOOK
Rye Whisky

$14.991 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

2 for

GEORGI Vodka  or

BARTON’S Vodka
$11.991.75 Liter

Coupon exp. 11/30/17

SVEDKA Vodka
Imported from Sweden

$17.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

JAMESON Irish Whiskey
$29.99

1.75 Liter
Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

$45.99
1 Liter

TITO’S
Handmade Vodka

$29.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

BOGLE
All Types except Phantom

$8.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

WOODBRIDGE
All Types

$9.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

BARTENURA
Moscato

$8.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

FRANZIA $13.99
$16.99

All other Types

Coupon exp. 11/30/17

Bag-In-Box  5 Liter
Chillable Red, Frutty 
Red Sangria, Refreshing 
White & Sunset Blush

Carlo Rossi
All Types

  4 Liter

Peter Vella
Bag-In-Box
All Types

                   5 Liter$15.99
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

MARTINI & ROSSI
Asti

$10.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

BOLLA
2 Bottle Gift Set

$12.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

KENDALL JACKSON
Chardonnay

$10.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

JACK DANIELS
Tennessee Whiskey

$44.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

SKYY
Vodka

$18.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

CANADIAN CLUB
Whiskey

$22.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

CHRISTIAN BROS
Brandy

$20.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

SMIRNOFF
Vodka - 80 Proof 

$18.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

BACARDI Light or Dark Rum
$14.99

1.75 Liter
Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

$17.99
1 Liter

VOLI
Vodka 

$5.991 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

WYBOROWA
Vodka 

$16.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

JIM BEAM
Bourbon

$25.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

GREY GOOSE Vodka
$28.99

1.75 Liter
Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

$45.99
750 ml

CONCHA Y TORO
Frontera

$7.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

YELLOW TAIL
All Types

$8.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

MOET & CHANDON
Brut Imperial

$35.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

OPICI
Homemade Barberone Red

$10.99
14% Alcohol
3 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

JOHNNIE WALKER
Blue Scotch

$159.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

Johnnie Walker Black Scotch
$35.99

1.75 Liter
Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

$64.99
750 ml

JOHNNIE WALKER
Red Label

$33.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

SEAGRAM’S 7 CROWN
Blended Whiskey

$22.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

JAGERMEISTER
750 ml

Coupon exp. 11/30/17

$18.99 $23.99 $38.99
1 Liter 1.75 Liter

BERINGER
White Zinfandel or Pinot Grigio

$5.99 $7.99Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

750 ml 1.5 Liter

RIUNITE
All Types

$7.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

KORBEL
Brut

$10.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

ALMADEN
Bag-In-Box • All Types

$16.995 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

ABSOLUT Vodka
$21.99

1.75 Liter
Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

$25.99
1 Liter

80 Proof

PATRON Silver Tequila
$42.99

1.75 Liter
Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

$79.99
750 ml

SOBIESKI
Vodka 

$16.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

E & J V.S.
Brandy 

$23.991.75 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

GAZELA
Vinho Verde 

$3.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

GATO NEGRO
$3.99

1.5 Liter
Coupon
exp.
11/30/17

$6.99
750 ml

All Types

CAVIT
Merlot or Pinot Grigio

$10.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

BAREFOOT
All Types

$8.991.5 Liter
Coupon exp. 11/30/17

MEIOMI
Pinot Noir

$17.99750 ml
Coupon exp. 11/30/17
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LactoFreedom.com

Take Lacto-Freedom Probiotic 
for ONLY 7 DAYS, 

and get MONTHS of relief!

Enjoy Dairy Without Discomfort!

Prevents gas, bloating, diarrhea, and cramps 
caused by consuming lactose in dairy foods.

Patented and clinically proven.

 

Thank you 
to the sponsors 

of the 

2017
Queens

Ambassador
Awards

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Hurricane Sandy has been nothing 
but a headache for New York Hospital Po-
lice Officer William Grusel. 

After the storm burst through his 
one-bedroom garden ground floor How-
ard Beach apartment, which was inun-
dated by five feet of saltwater, he lost 
around $23,000 in property and clothes, 
according to Grusel.  But he only got back 
$684.88 to replace what he had lost at his 
Howard Beach home. 

“I grabbed my wife, I grabbed my 
cat and I grabbed my birds and we went 
to my mother-in-law’s home in Wood-
haven,” Grusel said. 

Grusel said he had bought new furni-
ture a year before in 2011 after Hurricane 
Irene damaged his property.  

“Sandy came a year later and took ev-
erything, so that’s why I got upset when they 
gave me a $600 check and everyone around 
me was getting $6,000,” said Grusel.

After he was hit by Sandy on on Oct. 
31, 2012, he had his home evaluated.

Grusel believes the adjuster might 
have mixed up his paperwork with some-
one who lived in an apartment which he 
said was smaller than his 648-square-foot 
apartment.  

In fact, a neighbor who had a studio 
apartment received $5,614.31 for his per-
sonal property. 

FEMA sent  Grusel a $2,486 check for 
rental assistance and Kevin Sullivan, a 
spokesman for the federal agency in New 
York, said he would looking into the loss 
of his personal property. 

When Grusel approached FEMA, the 
agency sent a letter saying “it was noted 
that the landlord owned most of the per-
sonal belonging items.”

Grusel confronted his landlord, but 
the landlord said he had not claimed any 
of his tenant’s furniture and had nothing 
to do with the issue. 

Grusel said he lost an oak table, a chi-
na cabinet, a leather cabinet, a television, 
drums, clothing, and equipment from his 

private investigative work. He also lost 
dining and bedroom furniture. He was 
not even trying to get reimbursement for 
lost Yankees and Steelers memorabilia, 
which were damaged in the saltwater 
and will no longer be of value. 

Grusel said the check for over $600 
were for items he did not own. 

The claim adjuster said“it was for a 
toaster, a 13-inch TV and a kitchen table, 
but I don’t have any of those items.” 

Since Hurricane Sandy hit on Oct. 
29, 2012, Grusel has spent $10,000 re-
placing his lost furniture while tak-
ing care of his son who had testicular 
cancer. 

As the years have gone by, Grusel 
said he would settle for just being com-
pensated for the additional money he had 
to spend to replace what was lost in the 
superstorm. 

“I don’t want anybody’s job, I just 
want a correction or for somebody to 
look into it,” said Grusel, 65, who is hop-
ing to retire in the New Year. “The $600 
is a disgrace and a slap in the face.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Sandy victim unhappy
with FEMA compensation

William Grusel lost around $23,000 in 
furnishings and property after Hurricane 
Sandy. 
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Glenwood Senior Center

5701 Avenue H
Brooklyn, NY

Monday, November 20th

12:00PM to 2:00PM

Forest Hills Senior Center

108-25 62nd Drive
Queens, NY

Tuesday, December 5th

10:30AM to 11:30AM

Quincy Senior Center

625 Quincy Street
Brooklyn, NY

Monday, November 20th

12:00PM to 2:00PM

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR SWITCH 
YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2018. DON’T MISS OUT!

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)

1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711  H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM
After 8PM, Sundays & Holidays:

24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560
METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

HGTV Santa HQ Holiday Parade   NOV. 18 AT 11AM-2PM
Bring the kids and join us for a Festive Holiday Event to Kick-Off the Season! Together we will officially open the HGTV Santa HQ 
with a Santa Parade, formal Ribbon Cutting, strolling holiday entertainment, selfie booth, live music, free craft for kids and more!

Black Friday Shopping   NOV. 23 - NOV. 24
Make a plan to join us Black Friday for that Traditional Shopping Trip to the Mall! All stores will open at 5pm on Thanksgiving Day 
and remain open to 2am Black Friday. The MALL and MANY stores will remain open throughout the night. ALL stores will reopen 
at 9am Friday to 10pm. Watch for Fun, Entertainment, Give-Aways and more…popping up throughout the night and day! Check 
ShopQueensCenter.com and follow us on social media for updates and details.

Breakfast with Santa   DEC. 2 AT 8-10AM AT THE FOOD COURT
Join us for a jolly good time with Santa at our Kids Club Breakfast. Children enjoy 
complimentary breakfast, fun, games and a special visit with Santa himself.

Toy Drive   NOV. 18 - DEC. 10
Queens Center will conduct a toy drive to help local organizations serving families and 
children in need. Please bring an unwrapped, new toy to the Concierge Desk on Level 3 and 
help us help underprivileged children in our community enjoy the holiday season!

Plus watch out for surprise entertainment throughout the Holiday Season!  
Visit ShopQueensCenter.com for more information.

Holiday Festivities
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Tragedy of Flight 587
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

It has been 16 years since Flight 587 from JFK to the 
Dominican Republic crashed after take-off in the 
Rockaways, killing 260 people on-board and five on the 
ground, the second-deadliest air disaster in U.S. history.

Because the plane crashed into homes in Belle Harbor, killing five bystanders on the ground, the city’s first responders are 
a big presence every year at the memorial service.

The grandchildren of Hipolito and Ubencia Algarroba, who died in the crash, grasp their pic-
ture during the service.

The memorial’s curved wall was designed with openings to symbolize those who are 
missing. Mourners filled the holes with white roses.

In the week after the mayor was re-elected to a second term, several people at the 
memorial congratulated him on his landslide victory. 

The family of Regina Arroyo left not just roses on the memorial wall, but their invitation 
from City Hall for the annual remembrance ceremony. 
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On Saturday,
December 16th at 3P.M.
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Nonprofi t tech company competes for $1.5M 
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
WeWorks, a company that 

provides office space to en-
trepreneurs, artists, start-
ups and nonprofits, is doling 
out $20 million in its global 
initiative called The Creator 
Awards. 

Saeed Jabbar, a Jamaica 
resident and the founder of the 
nonprofit Inclusion, is compet-
ing in the first competition in 
New York in hopes of winning 
$1.5 million at a live pitch con-
test Nov. 16. 

Inclusion helps to prepare 
underserved young adults of 
color for careers in technol-
ogy by training them in cod-
ing, project management and 
entrepreneurial thinking, ac-
cording to Jabbar. 

To avoid trouble from gangs 
in middle school and bullies 
in high school Jabbar stayed 
indoors and taught himself to 
code.

“The first question I heard 
in middle school was what 
gang I wanted to join,” said the 
25-year-old founder. 

After dropping out of high 
school, he realized his hobby 

could become a career.
“It turned out I could make 

money with this thing called 
coding, so I started to free-
lance and that opened doors 
for me and transformed my 
life,” Jabbar said.  

Jabbar still lives in Jamai-
ca and when he traveled to and 
from Manhattan, he saw the 
disparity between who was in 
the technology field and what 
the people in his neighborhood 
looked like. 

“Many people in my neigh-
borhood don’t have the access 
or money for these skills,” 
Jabbar said. “Typically [cod-
ing classes] are $1,500 and I 
got tired of hearing the typi-
cal Silicon Valley elite talk of 
wanting to fix the problem, so 
I started to tackle the problem 
in a real way and we ran our 
program for the first year in 
Jamaica.”

When he first started Inclu-
sion in the winter of 2016, he 
had 20 students and capped his 
first year off with around 300 
students in different cycles. He 
now has 2,000 people signed up 
for future classes that he wants 
to bring online for free.

After NY1 and Forbes 
learned about the work he was 
doing in his community to 
close the divide between people 
of color and the tech industry, 

Microsoft did an ad campaign 
about his company on all of its 
social media platforms. 

His goal is to reach more 
people throughout New York 

with an online platform with 
more advanced technology 
skills. 

“We want to expand our 
offerings from all the way in 
the Rockaways, Staten Island, 
the Bronx and Harlem,” Jab-
bar said. “We will be able to 
launch classes in e-commerce 
and data analytics.”

Jabbar also prides himself 
on his ability to reach the com-
munities that so many other 
tech companies fail to gain ac-
cess to.

“We are able to speak in 
a respectful and meaningful 
way to the people we serve,” 
Jabbar said. “We don’t come 
in there like colonizers do, 
and because of that people 
open their doors to us. We 
are from the communities we 
serve ultimately.”

Winners of the region-
al competition will have a 
chance to vie for more funding 
for their organizations in the 
global finals in January. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Saeed Jabbar, the founder of Inclusion, a company that introduces 
people of color to technology and coding, is competing for $1.5 million 
in a pitch fest in order to get enough funds to help more people.  

Photo by Sung Park
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

Blasio said.
G r o d e n d c h i k ’ s  

23rd District covers 
Hollis Hills, Queens 
Village, Douglaston, 
Floral Park and part 
of Fresh Meadows 
and Bayside. 

The mayor also 
said nine Select Bus 
Service routes will 
be launched through-
out eastern Queens 
to transport tens of 
thousands of commut-
ers and invited the 
community to take 
part in the launch of 
each new line.

The Woodhaven 
Boulevard line of SBS 
launched this week, 
with much opposition 
from the community 
out of concern for 
the safety of commut-
ers who are forced to 
wait in a dangerous 
median and the loss 
of one lane traffic for 
the bus route.

CBS reported the 
launch coincided 
with hour-long delays 
through Woodhaven.

“We also know 
that people need ev-
ery option they can 
to get around - bet-
ter mass trasit. One 
of the things that has 
been most popular 
has been SBS because 
the buses are faster 
and more reliable. 
More and more peo-
ple when they try it, 
they really like it,” de 
Blasio said. 

Three of the new 
SBS routes will be in 
Grodenchik’s district.

During the town 
hall, Concannon led 
a rally outside the 
school where 20 or so 
conservative support-
ers in “Make Ameri-
ca Great Again” hats 
called for the end of 
the de Blasio admin-
istration and accused 
Grodenchik and As-
semblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) of participating 
in pay-to-play.

Reach reporter 
Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

petition Congress to 
pass a Dream Act before 
the March deadline.  

Although Mostofi 
said the mayor’s office 
recognizes the possibil-
ity that such legislation 
will not be  passed in 
time, they are confident 
that it will. “That is en-
tirely where our focus 
is at this moment—to 
fight for the legislative 
solution,” she said.

 According to Mostofi, 
the wages of DACA re-
cipients in New York 
City are estimated at 
$500 million and their 
city taxes at $19 mil-
lion. “We’re not talking 
about people who aren’t 
giving back, aren’t con-
tributing to our econo-
mies,” she said of the 
Dreamers. “We have to 
shift the narrative.”

Stuart Schulman, 
professor of manage-
ment at the Zicklin 
School of Business at 
Baruch College, said 
New York provides a 
model of embracing im-
migrant communities 

that other cities across 
the country attempt to 
imitate. 

David Dyssegaard 
Kallick, a senior fel-
low at the Fiscal Policy 
Institute and author of 
numerous studies on the 
economic effects of im-
migration, emphasized 
the importance of immi-
grant business owners 
in city neighborhoods. 

Outside of the sheer 
numbers—48 percent 
of business owners 
in  the city are first-
generation immigrants 
and 46 percent of the 
workforce is made up 
of immigrants—immi-
grants are twice as like-
ly to own a Main Street 
business. He said these  
businesses are the kind 
that revitalize neigh-

borhoods: “the grocery 
stores, the retail shops, 
the dry cleaners—the 
things that make a 
neighborhood feel like 
it has some character.”

Lorelei Salas, com-
missioner of the city 
Department of Con-
sumer Affairs, said 
the department strives 
to have open conversa-
tions with immigrant 
business owners, des-
ignating times of face-
to-face conversations 
between owners and 
inspectors, focused 
solely on education, 
not fines. It also offers 
translation services 
and coaching for new 
business owners. 

Nearly 500,000 New 
Yorkers are employed 
at businesses started by 
immigrants, according 
to Dara Adams, indus-
try program director at 
FWD.us, an immigra-
tion advocacy organi-
zation. “The impacts 
are not just that these 
are business owners, 
but also that they are 
employers and they are 
creating jobs,” Adams 
said. “They play a re-
ally vital role.”

Continued from Page 8 

DACA

Speakers at the “On Immigration” conference on Nov. 1. 
(l. - r.) Lorelei Salas, commissioner of NYC Department of 
Consumer Affairs; Hollis Pfitsch, deputy commissioner of 
the Law Enforcement Bureau; Dara Adams, industry pro-
gram director at FWD.us; Stuart Schulman, professor of 
management at Baruch College; and David Dyssegaard 
Kallick, senior fellow at the Fiscal Policy Institute. 

Photo by Annabelle Blair

Continued from Page 4 

Town hall
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Garden School
Cultivating Success in Every Child

Realistic Alternative to Manhattan Schools
Near Public Transportation / Private Bus Available

Nursery to Grade 12, Independent College Prep School
NYSAIS accredited, strong academics, small classes• 
AP Classes, athletics, college counseling, character education• 

Open House for all families, Nursery to Grade 12
Presentation 9:00 am - 11:30 am.• 
Children welcome.  Refreshments served.• 

33 - 16 79th Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel: (718) 335-6363 | www.gardenschool.org

Merit Scholarship Exam for grades 5-9, pre-register by 12/2/17
Merit award winners receive 25%-100% tuition discounts• 
Merit families tour Garden School during Merit Exam• Michael, Asia, Brandon, and Ryan.

2016 and 2017 100% Merit Scholarship Winners

Saturday, December 9th - 9:00am

With an opening account balance of  
$50,000 - $149,999, you can choose  a  

 or an 

With an opening account balance  
of $150,000+, you can choose  a  

or a 

Flushing Bank        Flushing, NYSM

147-42 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.512.2929

164-20 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11358

718.961.7400

136-41 Roosevelt Ave.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.445.3555

44-43 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11355

718.463.9244

* Offer valid only at the five Flushing Bank locations in Flushing, NY. 1 New Complete Checking accounts (including Plus and Premier) with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. A new checking account is defined as any new 
checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within 
the last 24 months. Minimum opening balance of $1,000 or more is required. The new account must remain open, active, and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted 
from the balance.  2 One (1) gift per new Complete Checking (including Plus and Premier) customer. A 1099 statement for gift values (including applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) will be issued. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make gift 
substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Flushing Bank is not responsible for the warranty or replacement of any products. Any warranties are 
the sole responsibility of the manufacturers. Returns, exchanges, substitutions, and cash equivalents will not be provided. The promotion and offer are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. Zojirushi, SuperSonic, 
General Electric, Polaroid, Apple Inc., Samsung and YETI are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Open a Flushing Bank , ,  
or  account and choose a gift.*,1,2

With an opening account balance of $1,000 - $4,999, 
you can choose  a  

or a 

With an opening account balance of  
$5,000 - $49,999, you can choose  a  

 or a 



TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 17–23, 201734    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:11/17/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,795
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BLACK FRIDAY BLACK FRIDAY 
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  ALWAYS 
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 11/17/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,288
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$22,000BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROKOKOKEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
ITH
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@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

MURARA ONONO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,288
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$19,588
'17 TOYOTA RAV4

2k miles, Stk#35101
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALL 
MONTH 
LONG

Y  EVENTY  EVENT
AFFORDABLE. 
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25 proud immigrants:
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Honorees of the 2017 Ambassador Awards, presented by TimesLedger Newspapers to Queens immigrants who have made a difference in our community in the fields of medicine, art, 
business, law and philanthropy.

Rev. Fr. Dr. Theodor Damian (r.) with TimesLedger Publisher 
Brian Rice.

Tahl Leibovitz (r.) with Roz Liston.

Narbada Chhetri (r.) with past winner Wesley Sin. Branka Duknic (r.) with past winner Winnie Benjamin. Pap Koudjo (r.) with TimesLedger Editor Roz Liston. 

Monika Wroblewski (second from l.) and her family with Roz 
Liston.

Svea Schneider (r.) with Wesley Sin.

Naresh Gehi (r.) with Wesley Sin.

Meera Venugopal Nair (r.) with Winnie Benjamin. 
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Margaret Yang (c.) and Eugene Choi (r., accepting for Elaine 
Kim) with Brian Rice.

the new faces of Queens

Elise Saint Louis (r.) with Roz Liston. Rita Maruca (r.) with Brian Rice.

Marlene Tseng Yu (r.) with Wesley Sin.

Yeou-Cheng Ma (r.) with with Wesley Sin.

Peter Tu (r.) with Brian Rice.

Sandy Arias (r.) with Brian Rice.

Carlos Humberto Cardona (r.) with Winnie Benjamin.

Nadine Grigsby (r.) with Winnie Benjamin.

Jorge Munoz Zapata (r.) with Winnie Benjamin.

Annette M. Hurd-Runcie (r.) with Winnie Benjamin.

Uday Patil (r.) with Roz Liston. 

Diego Salazar (r.) with Roz Liston. 

Liu Tee Shu (r.) with Roz Liston. 

A peek at the trophies each of the winners received.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (back row, c.) stands with Knicks forward 
John Wallace at the basketball clinic she sposnored at PS 120 in Flushing.   

Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozoc

Hannah Deutch, 95, is among the few remaining witnesses to the 1938 Nazi pro-
gram called called Kristallnacht targeting Jewish businesses. At a commemora-
tion at Queens College, she sports her side cap, earned by her years as a nurse in 
the British army during World War II.  Photo by Michael Shain 

St. John’s University honors its own veterans — students and staff — at a Veterans Day lunch with Maj. Eric 
P. Fekete, an SJU professor of military science delivering the keynote address. 

Photo by Andrew Ross

If the state can provide kosher and halal food in prisons, it ought to be able to do the 
same in its schools, Assemblyman David Weprin says at a rally at City Hall.  

Courtesy of Assemblyman Weprin

At 73, Gladys Knight shows no sign of letting up as she performs a show of her hits mixed 
wth Adele and Sam Smith at Queens College. 

Photo by Joe Swift

State Sen. Jose Peralta (c.) and Woodside on the Move start handing out the first of 
more than 700 donated turkeys to local and faith-based groups, schools, and senior and 
daycare centers in central Queens, the fifth year of the Thanksgiving help program.  

Courtesy of  state Sen. Peralta
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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TimesLedger, November 17-23, 2017

Virginia Marcs’ debut al-
bum “Climbing the Wall” 
is a collection of inspiring 
alternative art rock songs 
with soaring vocals that 
run the gamut of heart-
break, misogyny, political 
commentary and loss.  

Photo by Andrew Lasky

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 44

Astoria-based 
songwriter to debut 

new album live 
Saturday night

CLIMBING 

WALLT
H
E 

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Straight from her unicorn 

heart comes Astoria-based singer/

songwriter Virginia Marcs’ hot 

and fresh debut album, “Climbing 

the Wall,”  in all of its Darkness 

and Light.

The rising musician’s Facebook 

page announces: “The Unicorn is 

landing to deliver her record to 

The People!”

Marcs and her band have been 

rehearsing for their upcoming 

performance during her record’s 

official release party, happening 

at LetLove Inn in Astoria, Nov. 18 

at 8 p.m. Opening guest, Coyote 

Cinema, a folk-rock band led by 

local poet and singer-songwriter 

Elise Levitt, will be followed by 

Marcs’ show at 10:30 p.m., when 

she’ll be singing all seven tracks 

from “Climbing the Wall.”

The guitar-playing vocalist 

also promises more surprises, and 

a debut of her new song, “Dark,” 

which she describes as “possibly 

the most uplifting song I’ve ever 

written, despite its title.” 

“I’m so excited about my new 

record. Astoria Music Collective, 

which I’m a part of, reached out 

to the LetLove Inn on my behalf 

and they agreed to host us for the 

night. The place really has great 

sound and an old-glamor/vintage 

vibe that just feels right for this, 

cool bartenders and drinks, and a 

great sound system,” said Marcs, 

who will be fronting on rhythm 

guitar, along with band members 

Ben Absurdo on bass, Keith Malo-

nis on drums, Lesley Barth on keys 

and background vocals, R. Andrés 

on lead guitar, and Megan Pikaard, 

also on background vocals. 

When she’s not rehearsing for 

gigs, teaching music, tending bar, 

or hosting open mics, the imagina-

tive musician is usually busy writ-

ing lyrics. And, according to her 

own admission, she sometimes day-

dreams about whimsical stuff, like 

“unicorn songs,” while drinking 

“unicorn coffee” and thinking “uni-

corn thoughts.” Obviously, she seems 

obsessed with all things related to 

that mythical creature, and even the 

artwork on her new album features 

a lovely unicorn on the cover.

Marcs, who describes herself 

as “an archaic and yet ebullient 

35-year-old,” said she’s “over the 

moon” about her new record — a 

collection of six produced tracks 

and one live track. The songs run 

the gamut from heartbreak to tri-

umph, address misogyny and the 

political climate, and other timely 

topics put into great music.

Continued on Page 50
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Answers in Sports

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

Veil’d — Not every fairy tale 
has sunshine. This world-
premiere play follows Dima, 
a 16-year old girl with a rare 
skin condition. Cloistered away 
in her bedroom, her parents 
worry that she’ll never have the 
“normal” American teenage 
experience they sought for her 
when they came to New York 
from Afghanistan. Little do they 
know that Dima’s getting by 
with some help from her secret 
friends — Elliot, a poet who 
hangs out under her window 
hawking rhymes, and Speedo, a 
talking nurse shark who saves 
the day in more ways than one. 
But will Dima get her happy 
ending? Rapunzel never had it 
this bad … or this good.
When: Friday, Nov. 17, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, Nov. 18, at 2 
p.m and 8 p.m.
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center
Cost: $18 for adults; $12 for 
students and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750

Diamond Girl — Diamonds 
are a girl’s best friend, but not 
necessarily an ex-husband’s 

after his wife’s ashes are 
turned into one of those 
gems in the original comedy 
“Diamond Girl,” written by 
Floral Park playwright Claudia 
Wilson.
When: Friday, Nov. 17, at 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, Nov. 18, at 2 p.m.; 
Sunday, Nov. 19., at 2 p.m.
Where: Theatre Box
Cost: $17 for adults; $12 for 
seniors ages 65 and older; 
$7 for ages 18 and under
Contact: (516) 900-2031

Frida Libre — After years 
of meticulous study 
on the life and work 
of Frida Kahlo, actress 
Flora Martínez presents 
her unique vision of the 
magical world of one of 
the most influential women 
in Latin American history. 
Frida Libre explores Frida’s 
art, her success, her 
intriguing sexuality, her 
passion for politics and 
her complex relationship 
with Diego Rivera. Her rich, 
fascinating story is told 
through dialogue and song, 
under the musical direction 

of José Reinoso.
When: Nov. 17, at 8 p.m.; 
Nov. 18, at 2 p.m. and 8 
p.m.; Nov. 19, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $42; $35 for 
members; $25 rear side 
seats; $20 front side seats
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org/frida-libre

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — 
The play revolves around 
Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue 
on a mission to find his 
beloved runaway parrot, 
Polly. Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfits, 
Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, 
sword fights, and plenty of 
audience interaction.
When: Saturday, Nov. 25, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, 
$15 for adults; $40 family 
four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A popular book called 
“Rich Dad Poor Dad,” is 
an account of financial 
educator Robert Kiyo-
saki’s two dads: His real 
father and his ‘rich dad,’ 
who both taught him 
valuable lessons about 
money and relationships 
that would shape his life. 

“The Adventures of 
Cheap Chad” is a whole 
other animal but oddly 
connected to the above. 
Set in Astoria and Long 
Island City, the improv-
based comedy feature 
film — with some ro-
mance thrown in for good 
measure — explores how 
a person’s relationship 
with money can affect 
their entire world, and the 
domino effect it can have 
on the lives of others. 

Viewers will prob-
ably recognize many lo-
cal spots, as some scenes 
were filmed in shops like 
Tea & Milk on 43rd Street 
and 34th Avenue in Long 
Island City, while others 
were shot around Stein-

way and Broadway, on 
Vernon Boulevard, in 
Socrates Sculpture Park, 
Astoria and Gantry State 
Parks, and near Queens 
Plaza and Queens Bou-
levard.

Exploring New York 
City’s familiar scams, 
struggles, and issues, the 
movie — set for release 
next summer — offers a 

fresh, humorous take on 
these familiar problems 
facing all New Yorkers. 
But the story itself re-
volves around a neurotic 
man — every good com-
edy’s got to have one — 
who is incredibly cheap 
with his finances, and 
how that problematic 
trait strains his relation-
ships with his loved ones 

and other folks in the 
community. On top of 
that, Cheap Chad is also 
quite stingy with his 
time and emotions.

“Everyone can proba-
bly relate to this because 
we all know someone 
who’s very cheap or, we 
just wanna save money,” 
quipped up-and-coming 
director and producer 

Victor Chu, 32. The 
Bronx native, who lived 
in Astoria for two years, 
currently resides in Long 
Island City.  

Chu’s two passions 
— cinematography and 
comedy — inspired the 
film, which is his big-
gest, costliest, but most 
rewarding project. This 
exciting endeavor turned 
out to be a great hands-on 
learning experience for 
the ambitious and talent-
ed filmmaker, who said 
that his comedic flair 
had evolved from previ-
ous stints as a stand-up 
comic, performing at 
clubs like Caroline’s on 
Broadway, the Comedy 
Cellar, and at the Apollo 
in Harlem. Then there 
were those special You-
Tube comedy sketches 
he created. 

But when he’s not 
tweaking his almost 
completed film, Chu 
works as a photographer. 
After starting out in 
that field, he eventually 
landed a job as a photo-
journalist for the Daily 

News. More recently, he 
has been working as his 
own boss at his company, 
Sky Tech One, which is a 
one stop shop for aerial 
videography and photog-
raphy, 3D animation and 
other related media.

In 2014, Chu created a 
stunning drone video of 
New York City that went 
viral on  YouTube .  It was 
featured in The New York 
Times, New York Daily 
News, TIME, Business 
Insider, Gothamist, The 
Verge, PIX 11, and other 
publications, and was se-
lected at a few film festi-
vals, including the Coney 
Island Film Festival.

What makes “The Ad-
ventures of Cheap Chad” 
unique is the improvised 
dialogue. Chu calls it 
“The ‘Curb Your Enthu-
siasm’ of Astoria, except 
cheaper...way cheaper.” 

They say you can’t 
save time and money; 
only one or the other. But 
neurotic Chad, played by 
actor Zach Stephens, is 
always trying to do both: 

New fi lm delivers taste of life in Queens

Continued on Page 50

A production still of the morning exercises led by The Monk (Vincent Chan, l.) under the 
Pepsi Cola sign in Long Island City. Photo by Jonathan Galletta
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Nov. 17-23, 2017

By Bill Deasy

White Out
Across
1.  Does one's part?
5.  Barely made it 

home?
9. Tarzan's transport
13. Seal in juices
14.  R.E.M. singer 

Michael
15.  Words to an  

"old chap"
16. *Christmas
19. Alien subj.
20. Molding style
21.  Online music mart
22. Supply center?
23.  Egypt's early 

goddess
24. Without fear: Var.
27.  "How Sweet ___"
28.  Bodybuilder's 

sixpack
31. Clogs or pumps
32. AARP or NAACP
33. Taj Mahal locale
34. *CAPS
37.  Suffixes with 

sultan
38. Poetic sundowns
39.  Cries from the flock
40. ___ Moines, IA
41. Beach bird
42. Hardly modest
43. ___ mater
44. ___ Lang Syne'
45. Bring down
48. Horse's parent
49. "--- Clear Day..."
52. *FLAG
55. "Fits to ___"
56. Basic precept

57.  Absolutely first-
rate

58.  Emulates Queen 
Latifah

59.  Tests for srs. 
and jrs.

60.  Substandard 
marks

Down
1.  Stadium in which 

to see Venus?
2. Biz bigwigs
3.  Like most N.B.A. 

stars
4. ___ Lanka
5. Eye sores
6.  We wish we knew 

its meaning
7.  Kind of beer, for 

short
8. Constructing

9. Computer illness
10. The doctor ___
11.  "Great" detective 

of kid lit
12. Watches closely
14. Wise guys
17. Reply to a taunt
18. Elevator name
22. Hammer heads
23. "Here we are!"
24. President of Syria
25.  * in 16A, 34A, 

and 52A
26. Theater areas
27.  "This ___ of 

those things..."
28.  Writer James and 

family
29. Some cereals
30. Brazen
32.  Scene of sports 

action

33.  ___ as a March 
hare

35. Agitates
36.  Motorcycle 

maker
41.  Women's 

magazine
42. Explosion
43. Ski lead-in
44.  Suffix for the 

wealthy?
45. Bygone monarch
46. "Go ___ winner"
47. Slicing, dicing, etc.
48. Conveyed
49. Clarinet's cousin
50. "Love" in tennis
51. Part of 7D
53. Agcy. for narcs
54.  Affected with 

rabies

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

CONTINENTAL CANINES
A W A Y P R I S M B E L A
S A N E R E C U E O B A N
P L O W A P A R T S E N D
I R I S H W O L F H O U N D
R U N A N T K N E L L
E S T E R E B B S Z O O

A E R O S O L F E R N
G E R M A N S H E P A R D

M A S S G U A R D E D
M R S E A S Y T E R S E
I D E A S A R A I N D
E N G L I S H B U L L D O G

A N C E M E A N S O G R E
L I E N A R L E S B E E R
E A S T M E T R O O D D S

December 9 - 10 
Tickets from $20

www.queenstheatre.org 
718.760.0064

Steve Solomon’s  
My Mother’s Italian,  
My Father’s Jewish and  
I’m Home for the Holidays 
The therapy continues...

ALL  
NEW 

SHOW!

FILM

The Case for Christ — The 
true story of a man who tried 
to disprove the existence of 
Christ and how his life was 
dramatically changed in the 
process.
When: Friday, Nov. 17, at 7 p.m.
Where: Immaculate Conception 
Center Auditorium
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 229-5929 (ext. 
110)

Ex Libris – The New York 
Public Library — Fifty years 
and 42 documentaries into 
his legendary career, director 
Frederick Wiseman brings his 
incisive vision to one of the 
world’s greatest institutions 
of learning, capturing the vast 
programmatic scope of the 
New York Public Library. From 
the storied Fifth Avenue main 
branch to the Schomburg 
Center in Harlem to numerous 
of the 92 branches across 
Manhattan, the Bronx, and 
Staten Island, Wiseman fi nds 

a staff grappling with what 
a 21st-century library should 
and could be, guests from 
Patti Smith to Ta-Nehisi Coates 
wrestling with ideas and 
history, and New Yorkers of 
all races and classes coming 
together to learn, engage, and 
access resources, exemplifying 
the value of community.
When: Friday, Nov. 17, at 7:30 
p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 19, at 2 p.m. 
and 6 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Muppet Show: UK 
Spots — In the United Kingdom 
where The Muppet Show was 
taped, commercial breaks 
were shorter, so there was 
always an extra two minutes of 
content—a rip-roaring musical 
number or sketch, sometimes 
even an old music hall song 
catered to English tastes—in the 
international version that did 
not appear in the United States. 

In this program, we present 
a compilation of these rare, 
restored, and never-before-
seen U.K. spots.
When: Saturday, Nov. 18, and 
Sunday, Nov. 19, at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Dark Crystal — On a 
remote planet in the distant 
past, a Gelfl ing embarks on a 
quest to fi nd the missing shard 
of a magical crystal, to restore 
order to his world. Using a mix 
of puppetry, animatronics, 
modern special effects, and 
more, The Dark Crystal creates 
a sense of visual astonishment 
rarely equaled in fantasy 
fi lmmaking. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 18, and 
Sunday, Nov. 19, at 12:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Cornbread and Cider 
Ceremony — The ceremony, 
fi rst created by the late 
Rev. Robert Hermstreet in 

the 1970s, aims to inspire 
everyone to be thankful for 
nature’s gifts at the harvest 
season and to honor those 
who gathered and transported 
the fruits of the harvest. 
When: Sunday, Nov. 19, at 11 
a.m.
Where: Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Queens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-3860

Animal Adoption Event — 
Visitors will be able to meet 
and play with rescue rabbits 
who are up for adoption, 
learn about rabbit care, and 
bring their current rabbits in 
for speed dates. Speed dates 
must be set up in advance.
When: Saturday, Nov. 18, from 
12 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: Petco, 133-11 20th Ave., 
College Point
Contact: 

allaboutrabbitsrescue@gmail.
com

Cerebral Palsy Thanksgiving 
Event — Stop by the Radisson 
Hotel in Jamaica for the 113th 
Precinct’s Community Affairs’ 
fi fth annual Cerebral Palsy 
Thanksgiving Event.
When: Saturday, Nov. 18, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Raddison Hotel, 135-30 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 46
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SIT DOWN DINNER

Winter Salad
Blood orange / hazelnuts / endive / white balsamic

Pasta
Maine Lobster ravioli / basil crema / pesto drizzle

Surf ‘n’ Turf
Roasted Shrimp ‘scampi’ / ASPARAGUS GRATIN
Filet Mignon ‘porcini’  /  POTATO CROQUETTE

Chocolate ‘symphony’
Decadent selection of chocolate desserts

New Year’s Eve 2017
7:30pm-1am

$125 per person all included

MENU
UPON ARRIVAL

Cocktail Hour Includes
Butler Style Passed Hors D’oeuvres
Arancini Rice Balls / Caprese Skewers / Mini Cocktail Franks

Sesame Chicken / BBQ Beef Crostini  / Antipasto Roll / Tostones ‘n’ Guac

Tuscan Antipasto Table
Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Pepper

Parma Prosciutto / Salami  / Soppressata / Mortadella
Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina

Fusilli Salad /  Fresh Mozzarella 
Olive Medley /  Bruschetta  

Full buffet of hot food
Fried Calamari /spicy marinara

Chicken Marsala / mushrooms, rosemary
Baked Meatballs / marinara, parsley

Eggplant Rollatini / mozzarella, pomodoro
Cheese Tortellini ‘panna’ / prosciutto, peas

*We Also Have Private Rooms That Can Accommodate Up To 125 People*
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BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

“Diamond Girl,” a 
comedy of love, supersti-
tion and a luster only di-
amonds can emit, made 
its debut last weekend, 
and will wrap up perfor-
mances this weekend at 
the Theatre Box.

The script involves 
10 main characters, in-
cluding Carl and his 
wife Margaret. Margaret 
makes a dying request to 
have her ashes formed 
into a diamond after cre-
mation. When Carl oblig-
es and later proposes to 
his new girlfriend with 

the diamond, he begins 
to believe the ring is 
haunted by his late wife. 
Carl turns to a spiritual-
ist for answers, and the 
laughs spiral from there. 

Playwright Claudia 
Wilson has been a mem-
ber of Theatre Box of 
Floral Park for 30 years, 
acting in numerous roles 
from an ensemble char-
acter to leading lady.

“One day it occurred 
to me, after having been 
in so many plays, why 
don’t I try to write one,” 
she said. 

After the success of 
her first play in 2014, Wil-

son decided to keep go-
ing. She was inspired to 
write the script for “Dia-
mond Girl” after watch-
ing a “Law and Order” 
episode in which victims’ 
ashes were turned into 
diamonds. She found 
the concept intriguing, 
and when her husband 
Bob suggested the ring 
become possessed, the 
story took flight.

Wilson worked three 
to four months on the 
script and in June, “Dia-
mond Girl” was selected 
as a fall production by 
Ticket Box members.

The show, with a cast 

of 12, began rehearsals 
in September.

“It has been a real joy 
for me to see the way each 
actor has created their 
character and brought 
them to life,” Wilson 
said. “I like to encour-
age improv on the part of 
the actors, and that has 
made the directing pro-
cess a lot of fun.”

Showtimes are Fri-
day and Saturday at 8 
p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. 
at the United Methodist 
Church on 35 Verbena 
Ave. in Floral Park. 

Tickets can be pur-
chased from Theatre Box 

by email at theatrebox-
tix@gmail.com or phone 
at (516)-900-2031. Tickets 

cost $17 for adults, $12 for 
seniors and $7 for chil-
dren under 18.

BY MERLE EXIT

Chef Elvis Trench-
field scored a double first 
place in the second an-
nual Chicken Soup Cook-
Off held at Temple Beth 
Sholom in Flushing.

Based in Freeport, 
L.I., his Caribbean cui-
sine won first place last 
year as well.  The cook-
off was decided by four 
judges, including state 
Sen. Tony Avella, Gregg 
P. Sullivan and Crystal 
C. Long of Bayside Live 
TV, and Lisa Arias, a dip-
lomat from the Spanish 
Consulate.

Maria’s Mediterra-
nean from Bayside came 
in second, while Iavarone 
took third.  

Attendees paid $18 
to sample soups from 18 
vendors.  Large pots of 
soup were brought in 
from the vendors as tem-
ple volunteers ladled out 
the samples.

In addition to the of-

ficial judging, attendees 
were given a People’s 
Choice voting list to 
choose their top three 
favorites.

Chef Elvis was at the 
top of the list, but had 
just a one-point advan-
tage over Ben’s Kosher 
Deli, which had the lon-
gest line.  Each pint-sized 
container of Ben’s had a 
matzo ball and Manager 
David Czegledi offered 
potato latkes as well.   

There was a three-
way tie for third Place. 
Kalamaki in Flushing 
and Fontana in Bayside 
each had their Greek-
style soup’s lemony fla-
vor. Bourbon Street’s 
Cajun cuisine also it 
tingled the tastebuds of 
the crowd.  

Barry Packer, chair-
man of the Temple Ways 
& Means Committee, 
was the man behind the 
event and was more than 
thrilled with the turnout.

“I know that last year 

we had about 150 and 
I would say this year, 
there were about 200,” 
Packer said. “So, while 
we were not sure what 
kind of turnout we would 
have gotten in our initial 
event, we now know that 
it is an event that people 
will crave. If we continue 
to market it strongly, and 
people tell people and 
they tell two people and 
so on, it is inevitable that 
we will have 300 people.”

Packer said that he 

would also add more tables 
and tell the vendors that 
instead bring 10 gallons of 
soup as opposed to the six 
to eight gallons that were 
required this year.

 “We now know the 
popularity of the event; 
and we are ecstatic about 
it,” Packer said.

Maggie Moo’s pro-
vided ice cream for the 
event, while the Bagel 
Shoppe donated mini-
bagels. 

Other participating 

vendors included: Antho-
ny’s of Oakland Gardens, 
which came up with a 
Spanish-style recipe; 
Bell Diner; Buddy’s; Cas-
carino’s; Season’s; Seven 
Seas Diner; Skyline Din-
er; and Terrace Diner.  

Raffle prizes added 
another exciting ele-
ment to the cook-off and 
included gift certificates 
from local restaurants.

The grand prizes 
were two vacation pack-
age deals.  One of the 

packages was a trip to 
Cape Cod that included 
accommodations, res-
taurants, mini-golf and 
tickets to a drive-in mov-
ie theater. The second 
package, donated by Riv-
erhead, included a trip to 
a vineyard with a wine 
and cheese party, two 
restaurants and a stay at 
Hotel Indigo.  

The success of the 
event was immeasurable 
for Temple Beth Sholom, 
according to Packer.

“While we have been 
around for almost 70 
years, in one sense, at a 
time when congregations 
of all religions are clos-
ing, it helps put our face 
on the map again; that 
people can see that this 
is only a small part of 
who we are and what we 
do,” he said. “As we are 
a small congregation, it 
brings everyone close to-
gether. Everyone wanted 
to help out, to play a part 
and everyone had fun.”

Chicken Soup Cook-Off draws big crowds in Flushing

Unique romantic comedy delights 
at Floral Park’s Theatre Box

(Pictured left to right) Ben’s Kosher Deli won second place with the public vote and Chef 
Elvis and his Caribbean-style soup took first place in the cook-off.  Photos by Merle Exit

140th St., Jamaica
Cost: Free (Donations of teddy 
bears are welcome)

Autumn Wine and Paint 
Night — Enjoy a glass of 
wine and crudités while you 
get in touch with your artsy 

side. Limited to 30 adult 
participants. 
When: Friday, Nov. 17, from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center
Cost: $34
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Young Chefs Give Thanks 
Once Again — Young chefs will 

“sho” for goods in our “APEC” 
market and together, create 
Thanksgiving baskets fi lled 
with groceries for the less 
fortunate to enjoy the holidays. 
Young chefs will also learn to 
cook fresh zucchini pancakes 
and garlic bread to enjoy with 
a nice cup of warm apple cider. 
All materials included. Limited 
to eight participants ages 8-12. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 18 from 

10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center
Cost: $30
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

MUSIC

Astoria Big Band — 
Founded in 1986 by baritone 

saxophonist Carol Sudhalter, 
the Astoria Big Band presents 
the music of Queens’ greats 
including Dizzy Gillespie, 
Louis Armstrong, Jutta Hipp, 
Big Nick Nicholas, Sarah 
McLawler, Clark Terry, Jimmy 
Heath, and more. Fronting 
the band is a group of swing 
dancers, the Big Apple 
Lindy Hoppers, who bring 
zest, color and movement 

to this already engaging 
performance. 
When: Friday, Nov. 17, at 8 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16, $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Continued from Page 44 

Arts

“Diamond Girl,” a romantic comedy laced with suspense and 
superstition, will present its final performances this weekend 
at the United Methodist Church in Floral Park. 

Photo courtesy of Claudia Wilson
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MYRTLE AVE
Holiday Savings Every Day of the Week on Myrtle Ave.
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Avenue & Fresh Pond Road)

& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Many stores 
will be open 

late during the 
holiday season.
Check individual  
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!

FREE CANDY 
CANES

Visit our website: www.ridgewood-ny.comFollow us  
on Twitter

Santa 
Pictures
Bring Your Own Camera 

Shop Small Business 
Saturday,  

November 25th 
www.shopsmall.com

Saturday, Nov. 25th   
Opera on Tap Carolers 2 - 4PM 

Strolling on Myrtle Ave.  
in the BID

Saturday, Nov. 25th  
12pm – 3pm

71st Avenue Plaza 
(Just off Forest & Myrtle Aves.)

Face Painting, Balloons & more
Live Holiday Music by 

NYC Brass Entourage 12-2pm
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THE DOUGLASTON MANOR

 Join Us At 
The Douglaston Manor, November 23, 2017

Reservations taken for 1pm- 5pm

THE PILGRAM’S HARVEST TABLE 
VEGETABLES: Mushrooms, Artichokes, Roast Peppers, Bruschetta, Olives 

CHEESES: Fresh Mozzarella, Fontina, Provolone, Parmigiano 
CURED MEATS: Prosciutto, Soppressata, Dried Sausage 

SALADS: 3 Bean, Fusilli Salad, Roasted Beets, Tomato-Basil

CARVING STATION 
ROAST PRIME RIB: Rosemary Au Jus 

SMOKED COUNTRY HAM: Honey Glazed

HOT BUFFET 
SLOW ROASTED TURKEY: Sage Gravy, Chestnut Stuffi ng, Fresh Cranberry Sauce 

HERB ROASED PORK: Apple Cider, Thyme, Roasted, Shallots 
BAKED FILET OF SOLE: Crabmeat Stuffi ng, Citrus Basil Sauce 

SMASHED SWEET POTATOES: Caramelized Onions 
HERB ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH 

TORTELLINI PANNA: Peas, Pecorino

MASHED POTATO BAR 
YUKON GOLD MASHED, Sweet Onions & Fixins  

Sour Cream / Bacon / Cheddar / Gravy

DOUGLASTON MANOR VIENNESE TABLE 
Pumpkin Pie / Apple Pie / Tarts / Cakes / Canolli’s Cookies / Pastries / 

Fresh Fruit / Chocolate Fondue

Happy Thanksgiving!
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A TOUCH OF SPA IN IN BAYSIDE

For Reservations call (718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102     Available for Private Parties & Catering
220-33 Northern Boulevard, Bayside (3 blocks west of Cross Island Pkwy.)

www.Marbella-Restaurant.com

RESTAURANT
Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

$3195 Entertainment by Harpist
Victor Gonzalez

Children’s 
Menu

Available

Reserve Now For

ROAST VERMONT TURKEY

Fresh Fruit Cocktail
Choice
of One

THANKSGIVING DINNER
{

We are now 

taking Reservations

 for Thanksgiving! 

Enjoy our Pre-fi x 

Thanksgiving Dinner Menu 

or Dine A la Carte!

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Open for Lunch and Dinner
FREE Parking

We are celebrating over 35 years 
in Business

BY MERLE EXIT

The Little Shop of Horrors 
wowed the crowd at Theatre by 
the Bay.

This performance played out 
as a fun show with a fine cast 
thanks to Director Cathy Chi-
menti, Choreographer Jenifer 
Badamo and Musical Director 
Alan Baboff.

Seymour, an assistant at 
Mushnik’s Skid Row Florist, 
catches a glimpse of an interest-
ing plant being sold on the street 
and brings it back to the shop to 
nurture. Little did he know, the 
plant he referred to as “Audrey 
II,” would become something 
nobody could imagine. 

Eric Fiebelkorn, a self-taught 
puppeteer who spent much time 
looking at Henson tutorials, 
brings Audrey II to life as the 
grown version of the carnivo-
rous plant and had the audience 
wondering how it all was accom-
plished.  

Ronnette (Menyon Har-
rell), Crystal (Chantel Nicole), 
and Chiffon (Steffy Jolin) set 
the scene with as a 60’s sing-
ing street trio focusing on Mr. 
Mushnik’s (Eli Koenig) shop, 
where business is not doing 

well. His assistant, Seymour 
(Billy Marengo), is pining for 
his co-worker, Audrey (Nicole 
Intravia), when he discovers a 
plant during a total eclipse of 
the sun, an unusual Venus fly-
trap. But the plant seems to feed 
only on human flesh and blood 
and Seymour is responsible for 
feeding it. 

As the plant grows, it attracts 
a great deal of business.  

Audrey is dating an ex-
tremely sadistic dentist, Orin 
Scrivello (Michael Chimenti), 
who loves to inflict pain on his 
patients. But Audrey  takes the 
physical abuse from the dentist 
in their personal relationship, 
not realizing that Seymour is 
interested in her.  

As Audrey II continues to 
grow, it develops a voice of its 
own. It speaks with the first 

time, telling Seymour to, “feed 
me.” While Koenig operates the 
plant, Julian Maultsby does the 
voice.

Seymour has been feeding 
drops of his own blood and soon, 
it is not enough for Audrey II, 
whose appetite for human flesh 
continues to grow. And before 
you know it, Orin is about to 
have an accidental death and 
becomes the first body fed to the 

blood-thirsty plant. 
Harrell, Nicole and Jolin 

maintain perfect harmony 
and chemistry throughout the 
show, as they re-appear to com-
ment on the action. Marengo 
gets plenty of singing oppor-
tunities in numbers such as 
“Grow for Me,” as well as his 
duets with Intravia, who has 
a beautiful set of vocals. “Sud-
denly Seymour” is one of a few 
songs that became popular in 
the musical version. The casts’ 
acting chops seem to shine as 
well. 

Koenig gives an excellent per-
formance as Mushnik, although 
he doesn’t always maintain the 
character’s Jewish inflection. 
Although Chimenti’s character 
may be quite annoying, his tal-
ent more than makes up for it. 

Little Shop of Horrors has 
their book and lyrics by Howard 
Ashman, music by Alan Men-
ken.

There is one weekend left 
to enjoy the production, with 
shows scheduled for Saturday, 
Nov. 18, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, 
Nov. 19, at 3 p.m. at Theatre by 
the Bay, located at 13-00 209th St. 
in Bayside.

For tickets call 718-428-6363.

Little Shop gives viewers a captivating experience

Billy Marengo (Seymour) and Eli Koenig (Mr. Mushnik) in the Little Shop of Horrors at Theatre by the Bay.  
Photo by Dina Antonucci
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save a dollar — or a pen-
ny — as well as time, at 
the expense of frustrated 
people close to him, like 
his girlfriend, and an-
noyed store owners. This 
cycle of stinginess results 
in even more loss of mon-
ey, as well as a series of 
funny and embarrassing 
situations, heated argu-
ments, and even physical 
altercations and ultimate-

ly, more hilarity.
Chad’s ongoing she-

nanigans and Chu’s roster 
of ethnically diverse, col-
orful characters (played 
by actors from the five 
boroughs and beyond) 
combined with a strong 
New York flavor make 
this film an experience 
you won’t want to miss. 

Other characters in 
the dramatic mix include 
Chad’s girlfriend Shea 
(played by Shea Madi-
son), a sweet, patient 
gal, who puts up with too 

much of his quirks. 
Chad’s best bud Drew 

(Drew Drake), offers 
friendly advice and al-
ways has his back.

Inspired by a real per-
son, who, according to 
Chu, is narcissistic, abra-
sive, and hypocritical, 
the role of Alina is played 
by Nastassia Maltsava. 
She channels a spoiled 
Russian-American prin-
cess who expects her 
man to pay for every-
thing, lacks morals, and 
has a reckless and un-

apologetic tongue.
Woodside resident 

Vincent Chan is the 
Monk, who initially gets 
into a physical alterca-
tion with Chad but serves 
as his mentor, later on. 

Other funny char-
acters include: Drew’s 
friend Vlad, an iPhone 
seller and thug (played 
by Alexander Richberg, 
a Fresh Meadows resi-
dent); the Bubble Tea 
Barista, Papi, Shea’s 
boss; as well as three gay 
bike riders; an NYPD of-

ficer; an African scam 
artist; plus numerous 
other day players and 
extras.  

Some laugh out loud 
standout scenes include: 
The ‘Dog scene,’ filmed 
in Long Island City; the 
‘Uber scene,’ and ‘Alina’s 
hookup’; the ‘Monk Talk’ 
scene, which was shot 
four times on four differ-
ent days at Gantry Plaza 
State Park in Long Island 
City; and the ‘You broke 
my glasses’ scene.

So, what message will 

viewers take away from 
the film? 

According to Chu, it’s 
better not to be cheap; 
you might even save 
more money.

“However, sometimes 
it’s who we’re interact-
ing with who is cheap. 
It’s something we can all 
relate to,” he said. 

An initial screening 
of “Cheap Chad” at Any-
one Comics in Brooklyn, 
as well as other locations, 
is being considered for 
summer 2018.

Continued from Page 43 

Local Film

With the guiding vi-
sion of her producer 
Katie Buchanan, the 
driven singer embarked 
on a Kickstarter adven-
ture earlier this year to 
fund the recording and 
production of a record 
she believed in. With 
216 backers, including 
friends, family and fans 
from all over the world 
(Australia, Italy, France, 
UK, etc.), they raised 
$8,515 in pledges.

“I never would have 
had the gumption to do 
this if it weren’t for the 
influence of Amanda 
Palmer and her book, 
‘The Art of Asking,’ and 
also the unwavering sup-
port of my boyfriend, R. 
Andrés,” said Marcs, 
who truly hopes that lis-
teners will dig her songs’ 
soaring vocals combined 
with a layering of organ-
ic acoustic and electric 
guitars. “We’ve got some 
bad ass driving bass, 
even a harpsichord bit… 
and BIRDS…there are 
birds!”

And, if you’re won-
dering what her music 
really sounds like, the 
singer explained that 
her sound has been com-
pared to the likes of Kate 
Bush, Tori Amos, Ani Di-
Franco, Janis Joplin, the 
Cranberries, and Amy 
Lee from Evanescence, 
who, along with Radio-
head, Patti Griffin, Fiona 
Apple, and Sam Phillips, 
happen to be Marcs’ mu-
sical influences.

Indie-pop singer-song-
writer Katie Buchanan, 
who produced and mixed 
the unicorn musician’s 
new album, also pro-
duces albums for other 
women, creating spaces 
for young female artists 
to learn the language of 

the studio and to develop 
the tools needed to navi-
gate the music industry, 
according to Marcs.

“It was a new and excit-
ing process for me. As we 
moved along, a cohesive 
sound began to emerge,” 
she recalled. “When I first 
heard the final mixes, I 
basically just sobbed for 
30 minutes. This is real. 
It happened. It’s still hap-
pening.”

Describing her re-
cord as “The journey of 
‘climbing the wall’…the 
emotional, mental and 
physical barriers that I 
had to climb to get here,” 
the songstress explained 
the meanings behind the 
edgy songs that make her 
album truly one of a kind.

“The message of the 
record, I suppose, is to 
shine a light on the dark-
ness inside of yourself 
and accept it. Look at 
yourself and accept all of 
the pieces…the dirty bits, 
the dark bits, the ‘crazy’ 
bits, the sad bits; accept 
all the bits and love them, 
so they can’t form a wall 
in front of you anymore. 
In the end, the only per-
son stopping you from do-
ing anything is (usually) 
yourself,” Marcs said.

The Unicorn thing

“First off, I feel I 
should address it,” Marcs 
quipped. But on a more 
serious note, she said, “I 
never really fit in any-
where. I’m generally the 
‘loud one’ or the ‘sparkly 
one’ or the ‘strange one,’ 
or on occasion, I’m sure, 
the ‘melodramatic one.’”

“In discussions about 
this with friends, the 
word unicorn started 
being bandied about. 
Before I knew it, I was 
receiving unicorn gifts 
from friends. Unicorn 
lights. A unicorn mug, 
a unicorn shirt that de-

picts a unicorn with a 
blade affixed to its horn 
and reads, ‘I’ll cut you.’  I 
started to really feel like 
a unicorn! Magical. Ca-
pable of anything. 

And, it seemed as if 
the universe understood. 

The ‘magical’ singer 
started her Kickstarter 
campaign and ran with 
it. She received more 
unicorn gifts, and even 
penned a book of unicorn 
haikus that was origi-
nally written to entice 
backers. 

The Backstory

“I come from a typi-
cally dysfunctional group 
of humans. I wouldn’t call 
us a family. My childhood 
has been mostly blotted 
out of my memory by 
darkness. I was a pain-
fully awkward and broken 
kid and spent most of high 
school subjecting myself to 
various substances in an 
effort to clean the slate,” 
Marcs recalled. “Needless 
to say, that’s not a particu-
larly effective method to 
achieve anything other 

than, frankly, some brain 
damage.” 

Singing was the only 
thing that ever kept her 
grounded. 

 “When I was a little 
girl growing up in Saint 
Petersburg, Fla., I literal-
ly thought I would grow 
up and be Madonna. I 
wanted the dancing and 
the singing and even, 
at seven, the vulgarity 
and brashness. Over the 
years, this dream of con-
ical breasts and arenas 
morphed, and pragma-
tism reigned,” she said.

“I got my degree in 
Voice Performance, Op-
era, essentially, then 
finally made my escape 
from Florida to NYC. I 
never really fit into the 
opera world though. I 
made a play on the jazz 
scene for a bit, leading 
a six-piece swing band 
for a few years, but I just 
didn’t love it the way I’d 
hoped. It felt more like an 
obligation to stay in the 
music scene and keep my 
band playing; it seemed 
disingenuous to me.” 

After a while and a 

lot of drinks, a lot of fun, 
and some incredible op-
portunities to play music 
with seriously talented 
musicians, young Vir-
ginia realized that she 
wasn’t being fulfilled by 
what she was doing.

On her 30th birthday, 
Marcs’ sister sent her an 
awesome guitar. “A blue 
Rogue…and I fell in love,” 
she recalled. “And all 
the dreams of my youth 
came flooding back to 
me. I couldn’t put it down. 
’Blue Betsy’ changed me 
and something magi-
cal started to happen. I 
started to write music. I 
started to feel like myself 
in a way I never had be-
fore. I was becoming my 
Unicorn self (They’re not 
mythological after all). 
Eventually, I started play-
ing open mics, getting 
shows and upgrading to 
‘JJ’ – the Eastman I cur-
rently play.

“I played while I 
made eggs, I played 
while the TV was on, I 
played before I went to 
bed. I played constantly. 
And before too long I’d 
written a few songs. At 
the first open mic I ever 
played at The Waltz in 
Astoria, in 2014, I shook 
like a leaf and clutched 
the guitar so hard, my 
left arm went numb and 
I almost thought I was 
having a heart attack.” 

Meanwhile, the bud-
ding musician was soak-
ing in the music of her 
favorite artists and read-

ing writers like Anne 
Sexton, Sylvia Plath, 
Zora Neale Hurston, and 
Daniel Quinn ... and writ-
ing, always, always writ-
ing. She sang at clubs, 
parties, and in shows 
with friends. 

Marcs recently per-
formed original music at 
the Venus Envy Festival 
2016 at Irish Whiskey Bar, 
Venus Envy Festival 2017 at 
LIC Beer Project, Astoria 
Music NOW Festival 2017 
at Singlecut Beersmiths, 
The Quays, Sek’end Sun, 
Astoria Beer & Cheese 
(Ditmars), and Shille-
lagh Tavern. In Brooklyn 
she played Strong Place 
and Terra Firma. In the 
City, she played Parkside 
Lounge, The Blarney 
Stone, The Bitter End, and 
Bowery Electric.

About her future plans, 
she said, “I have a right 
now plan, a one-year plan, 
a five-year plan, a 10-year 
plan and a forever plan. 
They basically all just 
equate to making a suc-
cessful career out of writ-
ing my own music and 
performing. Right now, 
I’d like to make enough 
money from record sales 
and merchandise sales to 
tour the northeastern re-
gion of the USA and then 
branch out from there.”

The talented, ambi-
tious creative has written 
a substantial number of 
songs, performed them, 
collaborated on some of 
them, and now says what 
she really wants to do is 
to tour. She is currently 
planning a tour of New 
England for spring 2018.

“Climbing the Wall” 
will be available for 
download and stream-
ing in all major digital 
stores and on all services 
starting Saturday, in-
cluding but not limited 
to: iTunes, Spotify, band-
camp, Amazon on De-
mand and Google Play.

IF YOU GO
Virginia Marcs’ 
record release 

party 
When: Saturday, Nov. 18, 
8 p.m. to Sunday, Nov. 
19, 3 a.m.
Where: The LetLove Inn, 
27-20 23rd Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-5683

Continued from Page 41 

Virginia

‘Climbing the Wall’ is a collection of alternative art rock 
songs with soaring vocals that run the gamut of  heartbreak, 
misogyny, political commentary and loss, and features 
a layering of organic acoustic and electric guitars, subtle 
driving bass and percussion. Album art by Sage Cotignola
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publican Party as no good and 
that’s the type of approach that 
put this country in such a di-
visive mess. Did I run on the 
Republican line? Yeah. Am I a 
registered Democrat? Yeah, but 
the bottom line is I’m apolitical. 
I’m a civic leader and I’m going 
to work with anyone that can 
help my community and my 
constituents.”

Holden took umbrage at a 
second comment the mayor 
made about him during that 
same City Hall press confer-
ence.

“I don’t understand Democrats 
who’d run as a Republican,” de 
Blasio said. “So if you can run as 
a Republican in Donald Trump’s 

America, you just bought the 
whole label. I don’t know the guy. 
I’ll try and work with him, but he 
just signed up for something very 
troubling in my book.”

Holden laughed.
“There he goes with the la-

bels. And he doesn’t know me? 
Then why did he try so hard 
to get a picture with me when I 
was honored at the 2012 Queens 
Civic Congress when he was the 
public advocate trying to give 
me a proclamation?” Holden 
asked. “For him to jump to con-
clusions about who I am, that’s 
just wrong.”

Holden added the mayor was 
wrong to launch the 14.7 mile 
Select Bus Service route on 
Woodhaven and Cross Bay bou-
levards Monday.

“It’s such a disaster. People 
are sitting in traffic jams for 
hours. It’s just another bad poli-

cy from this administration, and 
one of the reasons I got so many 
votes,” Holden said. “He wants 
to take away our cars, he doesn’t 
understand Queens at all. The 
traffic is crippling all over the 
borough and all we get is more 
bike lanes and more SBS lanes. 
The administration is taking 
away one of our basic rights — 
the freedom of movement — you 
can’t just get in your car and go 
anymore.”

If Holden is declared the win-
ner, he is still unsure whether 
he will go to the City Council as 
a Republican or Democrat.

“I’m not even thinking about 
that,” he said. “It’s the furthest 
thing on my mind. I will likely 
caucus with whoever can do the 
most for my community and my 
constituents. That’s all I care 
about.”

for Malliotakis at about 12,700 
compared to de Blasio’s roughly 
7,200. Democrats outnumber Re-
publicans in this area by a 3-to-1 
ratio.

Pheffer Amato’s district sits 
within that of Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), who 
managed to keep his seat against 
a Democratic challenger in the 
general election.

De Blasio lost the district of 
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (D-
Fresh Meadows) by a tight mar-
gin. A 300-vote difference handed 
the majority to Malliotakis with 

about 6,300 votes.
Although the district of 

Councilman Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Oakland Gardens) is only 
about half the size of Rozic’s, it 
sits within the boundaries and 
saw him win last week despite 
Malliotakis’ victory over the 
mayor.

Grodenchik beat GOP candi-
date Joe Concannon with 65 per-
cent of the vote.

Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) had his 
district go to the GOP mayoral 
candidate as did Assemblyman 
Brian Barnwell (D-Maspeth).

Barnwell’s district overlaps 
with that of Councilwoman Eliz-
abeth Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage). The  BOE was still tallying 

absentee ballots as of press time 
Wednesday after Juniper Park 
Civic Association President Bob 
Holden re-emerged from an un-
successful Democratic primary 
bid as a Republican and grabbed 
50.1 percent of the vote to the in-
cumbent’s 49.9 percent.

The BOE said it would make 
announcement regarding the 
tally later in the week.

Malliotakis won these com-
munities in this Assembly dis-
trict 8,900   votes to de Blasio’s 
8,360.

There are 18 Assembly dis-
tricts total in Queens.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

colleagues to ensure that 
SOFA conducts a fair grant 
application process. Addi-
tionally, my colleagues and 
I are committed to working 
with providers and advo-
cates to make certain that 
NORCs are properly funded 
in the next budget cycle.”

Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
serves on the legislature’s 
Task Force on People with 
Disabilities and claimed the 
funding is critical to sup-
porting seniors who wish to 
remain in their homes and 
communities while aging.

“Astoria seniors living 
at Queensview and Queens-
view North depend on a 
NORC program to be able 
to age with dignity in their 
own homes, keeping bonds 
with family and friends, 

houses of worship and local 
merchants they’ve known 
for years. I’ve made it my 
business to insure there 
were funds in the state bud-
get to keep vital services 
and was frankly horrified 
to learn that our senior com-
munities had lost funding,” 
Simotas said. “I’m grateful 
to the community of elected 
official who worked on this 
problem, to state Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli, who 
responded to our urgent 
plea, and to the state Office 
for the Aging, which rec-
ognized that their funding 
process had inadvertently 
thrown the baby out with 
the bath water.”

DiNapoli’s office did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

 March said the most 
significant finding was 
that although median in-
comes have begun to re-
turn to their pre-recession 
levels, the median family 
income is over $200,000 in 
some districts, compared 
to just over $20,000 in oth-
ers. The report also found 
that despite the economic 
recovery, nearly 70 per-
cent of poor New York 
City households spend at 
least half of their income 
on rent and the number of 
families with children en-
tering homeless shelters 
increased more than 20 
percent from 2013 to 2016 
citywide. 

CCC listed multiple sug-
gestions for the city mov-
ing forward to improve the 
quality of children’s lives 
in the city, including man-
aging access to programs 
like Pre-K for All and 3-K 
so that kids in neighbor-
hoods like Ozone Park, 
Howard Beach and Broad 
Channel, which has lower 
education enrollment rates 
compared to the rest of the 
borough and city, can take 
advantage of the programs. 
According to March, the 
foundation for a child’s so-
cial and emotional growth 
and school readiness is set 
in infancy.

“Much more must be 

done to expand access to 
affordable family-based 
and center-based care for 
infants and toddlers,” she 
said. “As Pre-K for All and 
3-K continue to expand, the 
roll out of new seats must be 
managed in a way that pro-
motes an integrated system 
serving all race, ethnicity 
and income groups.”

The CCC also suggest-
ed reduced priced Metro-
Cards, vans, shuttles and 
buses in hard to reach 
communities. 

“Access to transporta-
tion is a critical ingredi-
ent in school participation, 
labor force attachment and 
economic mobility; and 
yet, far too many regions 
of the city are socially iso-
lated and the cost of trans-
portation is prohibitive for 
poor New Yorkers.” March 
said. 

Finally CCC suggested 
increased attention being 
paid to the unique needs 
of homeless children and 
their parents.

“Prevention must not 
only be strengthened, but 
significant investments 
must be made to provide 
appropriate services while 
children are in shelter as 
well as to continue needed 
supports once the family 
is permanently housed.” 
March said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

like Wisconsin, Arizona and 
Kansas, which became Right-
to-Work bastions, which have 
weakened unions. 

The United Federation of 
Teachers was one of the backers 
behind a Vote NO initiative. 

“This is a win for workers 
and people saying, ‘Enough is 
enough — we’re not going to let 
big money get involved here,’” 
said Michael Mulgrew, presi-
dent of the UFT. “It was work-
ers coming together, working 
really hard, communicating 
with each other and communi-
cating with the public to make 
New York understand what a 
constitutional convention is.”

The New York State United 
Teacher’s President Andy Pal-
lotta agreed. 

“New York saw what hap-
pens when labor organizes, 

mobilizes and acts as one to 
protect working people,” Pal-
lotta said. “NYSUT and other 
unions educated voters and 
turned them out in force to 
defeat what would have been 
a taxpayer-funded boondoggle 
that put the rights we all enjoy 
at risk.”

The promoters for a Consti-
tutional Convention, like the 
Committee for a Constitution-
al Convention and NY People’s 
Convention hoped that a mod-
ernized state charter would 
end gerrymandering, improve 
New York’s education system, 
strengthen women’s rights, fix 
immigration policies, and ad-
vance the legal system. 

The lost opportunity to fast 
track legislation that could 
have done all those things 
through a convention only 
galvanized the leaders who 
wanted a Con Con to hold the 
213 Senate and Assembly mem-
bers, as well as Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to task as they vie for 

re-election in 2018. 
“The defeat of the Constitu-

tional Convention is a triumph 
for all of the enemies of reform 
in Albany: Andrew Cuomo, 
the political bosses in the state 
Legislature, and the lobby-
ists and special interests who 
thrive in New York’s pay for 
play culture of corruption,” 
said Bill Samuels, the founder 
of NY People’s Convention. 

“The incredible coalition 
that came together around the 
YES vote will continue to chal-
lenge the dysfunctional status 
quo in Albany and fight for the 
people of New York. As for the 
groups that spent so many mil-
lions of dollars pushing for a 
NO vote, the burden now falls 
upon them to prove that they 
can actually bring about posi-
tive change in Albany through 
the legislative process and to 
demonstrate the capacity not 
just to scare New Yorkers, but 
to empower them,” Samuels 
said. 

Continued from Page 5 

Con Con
Continued from Page 4 

Poverty

Continued from Page 4 

NORC

Continued from Page 5 

Ballots

Continued from Page 5 

Voting
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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LATE

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY MARK HALLUM

The Metropolitan Ap-
proved Girls Basketball 
Officials, an organization 
dedicated to educating 
referees, honored the ac-
complishments of some of 
their own Nov. 4 at Bour-
bon Street in Bayside at its 
third annual gala.

The honorees included 
those who had overcome 
adversity to continue their 
passion for officiating 
games as well as those who 
had simply put in years of 
dedicated service to wom-
en’s basketball, such as 
Maryann Jecewiz, Dameon 
Harrison, Cornell Hamp-
ton, Robert Moccia and 
Laura Isabelle.

Jecewiz received the 
Fran Mitilieri Medalion 
for Excellence in Women’s 

Basketball. She played 
for Christ the King High 
School in Middle Village 
before going on to com-
pete on the women’s hoops 
team for Queens College, 
for which she was inducted 
into the NYC Hall of Fame. 
She moved on to coach in 
the Bronx and officiated at 
the NCAA Division I level.

“As a player, coach and 
official, I guess I’ve done it 
all,” Jecewiz said.

Harrison was an hon-
oree for a successful first 
year as a referee and is 
a recipient of the Battle-
fields to Ballfields Schol-
arship from Fox Sports, 
which helps returning sol-
diers integrate back into 
their community through 
sports officiating. He grad-
uated Thomas Edison High 

MAGBO CEO Kerry Donohue gave opening remarks at the organization’s 
annual gala. Photo by Mark Hallum

BY ROBERT COLE

On perhaps the coldest 
evening of this season, the 
St. Francis Prep Terriers 
could not overcome their 
turnover issues and fell to 
Fordham Prep, 41-14, on the 
campus of Fordham Uni-
versity in the Bronx in the 
CHSAA Class AA semifinal 
football game.

Fordham Prep took ad-
vantage of five St. Francis 
turnovers, which led to 35 
points for the home team. 

The first turnover came 
on the Terriers’ second pos-
session, when Fordham 
Prep’s Ryan Gilchrist in-
tercepted a St. Francis pass 
on the 50-yard line and re-
turned it for a touchdown, 
giving the Rams the 7-0 lead 
with 4:42 left to play in the 
opening quarter.

Fordham’s high-powered 
offense, led by Boston Col-
lege recruit Matt Valecce, 
along with Will Loffredo, 
scored on its next posses-
sion, capping a 45-yard drive 
with a five-yard run to go 
up 14-0 early in the second 
quarter. 

After scoring their third 
touchdown with 5:07 left in 
the second quarter, the Rams 
recovered a St. Francis Prep 
fumble on the kickoff that 
led to a 12-yard touchdown 
run by Loffredo, giving the 
Rams a 27-0 lead.

St. Francis showed some 
signs of life on their next 

possession, aided by an out-
standing catch by Ricky 
Varruzzi. But the drive came 
to a screeching halt with 
another turnover, as Ford-
ham’s James McGaughan in-
tercepted the next pass with 
3:02 remaining in the half.

With time running out in 
the first half, the Terriers 
had another chance to score 
with 13 seconds left on the 
clock. But once again, they 
failed to convert. Faced with 

pressure from the defense, 
Terriers quarterback Chris-
topher Auricchio threw an 
off-balanced pass that re-
sulted in an interception by 
Fordham Prep’s Matthew 
Kilduff, who returned the 
ball for a touchdown, giv-
ing the Rams a 34-0 halftime 
lead.

The Terriers tried to 
change their luck in the sec-
ond half, but when their at-

St. Francis Prep’s Matthew O’Donnell (r.) attempts to sack the Fordham 
Prep quarterback during the CHSAA Class AA semifinal match between 
St. Francis Prep and Fordham Prep, at Jack Coffey Field. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 57Continued on Page 57

Hoops offi cials honored 
at Bayside ceremony 

End of the line for Prep
St. Francis drops semifi nal clash to Fordham Prep 41-14 

Sports 45-22 162nd St, Flushing, NY 11358

SPONSORED BY
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The 2017 season was a disas-
ter for the New York Mets.

While they struggled on the 
field, the team’s biggest issue 
was once again keeping their 
players healthy. Yoenis Ces-
pedes spent a chunk of time on 
the disabled list and Noah Syn-
dergaard missed nearly five 
months with a lat injury.

Those injuries, coupled with 
a plethora of other injuries — 
including Matt Harvey, Jose 
Reyes, Steven Matz and Michael 
Conforto — represented a recur-
ring trend for the organization, 
which has proved it can’t keep 
its players healthy. 

Well, that trend may change 
in 2018. The Mets fired head 
trainer Ray Ramirez following 
the end of the 2017 season and 
will add two new positions to to 
the medical stadd, in addition to 
a new head trainer. 

One of the positions will be 
a “high performance director, 
” who will work closely with the 
rest of the medical staff to help 
keep players’ health entact.  

“That will allow us to incor-
porate more technology related 
to exertion, recovery and a host 
of other things that we follow 
with biometrics,” General Man-
ager Sandy Alderson said at the 
General Manager Meetings in 
Florida earlier this week. 

Additionally, Alderson said 
that new manager Mickey Cal-
laway and pitching coach Dave 
Eiland will keep close on tabs on 
the team’s starting pitchers over 
the winter. 

The Mets lost starters Zack 
Wheeler, Robert Gsellman, Seth 
Lugo, Syndergaard, Harvey 
and Matz to signifcant time last 
year, which played a key factor 
in the team’s struggles. Jacob 
deGrom was the only starter to 
remain healthy last season.

“There will probably be a 
little more communication with 
them,” Alderson said. “A little 
better real-time knowledge of 

what they are doing.”
That the Mets are finally 

making an effort to give their 
players the best chance of stay-
ing healthy, which is a nice 
change of course for an organi-
zation that has struggled to do 
so for most of the 2000s. 

General Manager

Meetings Notes

The General Manager Meet-
ings in Orlando, Fla., kicked 
off Monday and unofficially 
marked the beginning of the 
hot stove season. General man-
agers from all 30 teams attend 
the meetings, along with agents 
of most free agent players. The 
meetings allow teams to dis-
cuss potential contracts for free 
agents, as well as trades with 
other teams. 

Here are some of the latest 
rumors connected to the Mets:

The Mets may be intersted 
in first baseman Carlos San-
tana, according to reports from 
the meetings. Santana, who 
Callaway knows from their 
days in Cleveland, would be a 
huge upgrade at first base for 
the Mets.

However, the fact that New 
York is being connected with 
such a high-profile free agent 
first basemen suggests the team 
does not have confidence in 
Dominic Smith as an every day 
first baseman moving forward. 

While Santana does not offer 
much in terms of defense, he is 
about as good as a bat available 
on the market. he has posted 
seven consecutive seasons with 
an on-base percenatge of .350 or 
higher and has hit 20 or more 
home runs five times in his 
career, including the past two 
seasons. 

---

The Mets also may be in-
terested in reunions with Jose 
Reyes, Neil Walker and Jay 
Bruce, according to Alderson.

Reyes, a Mets icon of sorts, 
would bring speed and versatil-
ity to the roster, while Walker 
and Bruce would each provide 
consistency and power to a line-
up that needs both. 

Walker and Bruce will prob-
ably be too pricey for the Mets, 
but Reyes may find himself back 
in Queens in 2018. 

---

Alderson has hinted that 
the Mets may chase a bullpen 
arm or two this winter. The unit 
boasts a solid foundation of A.J. 
Ramos, Jeurys Familia and Jer-
ry Blevins, but the team would 
be wise to seek another two 
quality arms to the bullpen. 

The Mets have been connect-
ed to Bryan Shaw, who played 
under Callaway in Cleveland, 
though he may be out of the 

Mets General Manager Sandy Alderson is in Florida for the 2017 General 
Manager Meetings. AP

St. John’s wins 
season opener
BY ZACH GEWELB

The St. John’s men’s 
hoops team opened its season 
in style, securing a 77-61 vic-
tory over New Orleans Nov. 
10 at Carnesecca Arena. 

Marcus LoVett led the 
Red Storm with 23 points 
and added three assists and 
four steals en route to being 
named to the season’s first 
Big East Weekly Honor Roll.

Redshirt junior Marvin 
Clark II notched 15 points, 
while Shamorie Ponds reg-
istered 12 points, seven re-
bounds and six assists. 

While head coach Chris 
Mullin was happy his team 
got the win, he noted that 
there was room for improve-
ment moving forward.

“I thought we played 
okay, but I thought it was a 
little choppy,” Mullin said. 
“I thought we had a hard 
time in the first half… we 
put them on the line a lot 
and couldn’t get going. We 
played a lot better in the 
second half even though 
we didn’t shoot as well. 
The last five or six minutes 
were a little sloppy again, 
but for the most part there 
were some good moments. 
Obviously, there were some 
things that we can look at on 
film and get better at… they 
hammered us on the boards 
pretty good. That’s always a 
concern. From that stand-
point, it looked like a first 
game.”

The Red Storm used a 
balanced offensive attack 
to build an early lead, but 
struggled to pull away from 
the Privateers. St. John’s 
went up by seven points at 
one point, 23-16, but New Or-
leans responded with a 7-2 
run to pull within two. 

But the Johnnies finished 
the first half strong, taking 
a 37-28 lead into halftime. 
Clark II paced the offense 
with 11 of his 15 points com-
ing in the first half. 

Mullin was impressed 
with the junior’s play early 
on and believes there is 
room for Clark II to be even 
better.

“I think he’s going to 
continue to get better,” Mul-
lin said. “He’s definitely a 
threat in a lot of different 
areas, and he’s going to be 
a great addition for us. I do 
think as the season moves 

along that he’ll settle into a 
more comfortable role and 
keep producing.”

St. John’s extended its 
lead to 14 early in the second 
half, using a stifling defense 
and timely shooting to go on 
an 8-0 run. 

The Privateers cut the 
lead down to 10 at 54-44 mid-
way through the second half, 
but the St. John’s offense 
heated up again, going on 
a 9-0 run to build a 19-point 
lead with less than eight 
minutes left to play. 

The Red Storm played 
strong down the stretch to 
clinch the 16-point victory 
and improve to 1-0 on the 
season. 

As a team, the Red Storm 
forced the Privateers to turn 
the ball over 21 times, which 
turned into 36 easy points. 
The Johnnies also displayed 
strong ball movement, with 
17 of their 25 field goals com-
ing off an assist.

Perhaps the most im-
pressive aspect of St. John’s 
opening day win was their 
ability to knock down shots 
from beyond the arc. As a 
team, the Johnnies shot 12-
of-30 (40 percent) from three-
point range, with LoVett 
converting 5-of-10 attempts 
from downtown. 

“I think it’s one of the 
personalities of our team,” 
LoVett said of the team’s 
ability to knock down 
three’s. “We have guys who 
can shoot outside shots, but 
can also get inside and be 
versatile. We also have guys 
who can pick-and-pop, so it’s 
about what we want to do as 
a team and what works best 
for us.”

The Red Storm will try 
to build on their momen-
tum moving forward and 
play with more consisten-
cy, something that the team 
has lacked in previous 
years under Mullin.

“The environment we are 
trying to create is to approach 
everything the same way ev-
ery day, and rely on that train-
ing,” Mullin said. “We’re going 
to continue to build on expecta-
tions and improve, but we still 
have to go out there and do it. 
It’s one thing to talk and write 
about it… if you rehearse the 
right way and create the right 
daily habits, you will show 
improvement. I think that’s 
where we are at right now.”

Step in the right direction
Mets address training staff and other GM Meetings notes

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

 
 

 

tempted onside kick failed 
to create a Fordham Prep 
turnover, the Rams used 
the good field position to 
find the end zone once 
again, taking a command-
ing 41-0 lead. 

Despite the lopsided 
score, St. Francis didn’t 
show any quit, and rallied to 

score 14 second half points. 
Auricchio and Luca Capo 
each used their legs to find 
the endzone, making the 
score 41-14, which proved to 
be the final score. 

With the loss, the Terri-
ers end their season with a 
5-5 record and have their 
eyes set on a bright future. 
Meanwhile, Fordham Prep 
advances to the CHSAA 
Class AA championship 
game against Kellenburg. 

School in Jamaica and start-
ed his service in the U.S. 
Navy in 1997. He learned to 
officiate through MAGBO 
before receiving the schol-
arship.

Cornell Hampton was 
elected into the MAGBO Hall 
of Fame as founder of Sports 
United Benevolent Officials 
Association, which has been 
educating officials for more 
than three decades. Hamp-
ton has been officiating for 
just as long for NCAA Divi-
sion III games.

“I have an eye and I see 
things in people, I just 
want to bring out the best 
in them to make them good 
officials, especially in girls 
and women’s basketball,” 
Hampton said. “Every time 
we get new officials, I tell 
them ‘don’t take this game 
for granted.’”

SUBOA itself was also 
entered into the MAGBO 
Hall of Fame.

A veteran referee of over 
25 years, Moccia was given 
the MAGBO Game Changer 
Award. He is also a retired 
FDNY captain who served 

on 9/11 and in the aftermath 
of the attack. He also offici-
ates for baseball games.

“The credo we live by as 
referees is ‘trust your part-
ner,’” Moccia said of his 
relationship with fellow of-
ficiate, Cornell Hampton, 
by explaining how MAGBO 
members often back each 
other on and off the court 
when it comes to disgruntled 
players and their parents.

Isabelle was given the 
Courage in the Face of Ad-
versity Award for her battle 
against brain cancer. She 
began her career as a ref 
following in her father’s 
footsteps and was even able 
to officiate with him as her 
partner. She has officiated 
for NCAA Division III tour-
naments.

“[The doctors] walked 

in and told me there was a 
mass in my brain. Usually 
the next sentence is ‘Get 
your affairs in order.’ But 
for me, I was lucky and my 
family was lucky,” Isabelle 
said. “A little less than six 
months later [after a sur-
gery to remove the tumor] 
I got back on the court... I 
think the reason I wanted to 
come back so bad was that I 
just love to do it... I wasn’t 
ready for it to be over.”

MAGBO is in its fourth 
year in existence and part-
ners with other organiza-
tions like it to advance the 
careers of referees through-
out the state.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 55 

MAGBO

Continued from Page 55 

Football

William Manderson (r.) fights off a defender. 
Photo by Robert Cole
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ers, and many small business 
owners along the corridor are 
concerned with the potential 
loss of parking space on the 
corridor. Coffeed owner Frank 
“Turtle” Raffaelle was excited 
about the project after seeing 
the prototype, and thinks it 
could be a game changer for 
the Long Island City water-
front.

“It’s incredible. It’s amaz-

ing and I think the Queens 
community is incredibly sup-
portive of this, but the devil 
is in the detail, especially 
the funding,” Raffaelle said. 
“I think the community will 
come out and support this be-
cause it will produce tourism 
for the outer boroughs like 
never before in the past.”

Long after the event was 
over, the 81-year-old Coger was 
still looking at the streetcar 
prototype, smiling broadly, 
thinking how it would con-
nect residents of the Astoria 

Houses, which sits isolated on 
a “derelict” peninsula jutting 
out over Hallets Cove.

“It’s awesome and it’s be-
yond my most vivid imagina-
tion,” she said. “Really, I’m 
glad I can actually stand here 
and actually see it because I 
know it would make such a dif-
ference in Astoria, especially 
on the peninsula.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

strong growth in interest 
among buyers and renters, 
comparatively low prices 
and convenient access to 
the New York City subway 
and Long Island Railroad 
systems.” 

Coming in second was 
Clearview, which Street-
easy indicates is a sec-
tion between Whitestone 
and Bayside. The median 
recorded sale price in 
Clearview was $650,000, up 
132 percent from the year 
before with 51 recorded 
sales.

Behind Clearview was 
another northeast Queens 
neighborhood,  Little Neck, 
with a median recorded 
sales price of $607,000, up 
117 percent from the previ-
ous year with 80 recorded 
sales. 

Rounding out the top 
five was another surprise 
with Elmhurst, which had 
a median recorded sales 
price of $692,000, up 69.7 
percent from 2016, with 126 

recorded sales. 
According to Streeteasy, 

contributing factors to the 
higher prices in Elmhurst 
are the rising population, 
proximity to subways and 
the current price level as 
key indicators of the neigh-
borhood’s growing appeal.

“Elmhurst’s recent surge 
in recorded sales price and 
volume cannot be ascribed 
to new development activ-
ity,” the blog said. “Instead, 
the major sales in Elmhurst 
reflect the mixed housing 
stock of the neighborhood, 
and include a large share 
of multi-family homes. Last 
quarter, Elmhurst saw sev-
eral multifamilies sell for 
nearly $1 million.”

The only neighborhood 
outside of Queens to make 
the top five was Midtown 
South, which came in fourth 
with a median recorded 
sales price of $1,339,591, up 
107 percent from 2016, with 
36 recorded sales. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

in Queens and from the Rock-
aways to Elmhurst, residents 
deserve this first-class ser-
vice,” de Blasio said. “We are 
committed to expanding Select 
Bus Service even further, as 
we know it not only brings in-
creased reliability and reduced 
travel time for bus riders, the 
dramatic street improvements 
of SBS will also make our 
streets safer for pedestrians 
and motorists.”

De Blasio said that across 
New York City, SBS has deliv-
ered 10 to 30 percent increases 
in bus speeds and resulted in 
a 10 percent rise in ridership 
along the lines. Between 2011 
and 2015 Woodhaven and Cross 
Bay Boulevard recorded over 
3,000 traffic-related injuries and 
24 fatalities. DOT and MTA be-
gan outreach for a Woodhaven/ 
Cross Bay SBS in 2014, address-
ing community concerns like 
unreliable and slow bus ser-
vice, long pedestrian crossings 
across ten lanes of traffic and 
congestion. 

DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg said she expects 
the new SBS route to bring fast-
er, more convenient and more 
reliable bus service to many 
Queens communities along the 
bus route, many of which do not 
have subways.  

“The new service follows a 
three-year process of commu-
nity engagement, and we made 
many adjustments to our plans 
along the way,” she said. “From 
planners and engineers to road-
way crews and traffic signal in-
stallers, so many different DOT 
divisions deserve praise for 
their hard work here, the end 
result of which will not only 
be better bus service but sig-
nificant safety benefits on one 
of New York City’s widest and 
most crash-prone roadways.” 

Some additional upgrades 
include new red-paved bus 
lanes and real-time bus infor-
mation. The Woodhaven/Cross 
Bay SBS will also include au-
tomated camera enforcement. 
Motorists driving in the new 
red bus lanes along the Q52/
Q53 route will be issued mailed 
violations, which will include a 
photo of the violation and a fine 
of $115 – $150, after the 60-day 
grace period beginning Nov. 
19. 

According to DOT, bus-
lane camera enforcement has 
proven to be a critical tool to 
deliver increases in speed and 
reliability of MTA bus ser-
vice.  This SBS launch is just 
the beginning, according to 
de Blasio, who announced in 
October that he is pursuing 
upgrades on more than 21 new 
routes over the next 10 years,  
which are designed to reach a 
half-million more bus riders 
each day. 

neighborhood has morphed 
into a city of gleaming resi-
dential towers, known locally 
as “vertical cruise ships” that 
are packed with high-end ame-
nities, where residents tend to 
stay in their buildings instead 
of becoming a part of the com-
munity.

“We’ve discussed our po-
tential redevelopment of An-
able Basin with many commu-
nity members over the years,” 
Quigley said. “Although many 
are understandably concerned 
about change and develop-
ment, we believe we have a 
very persuasive case that the 
benefits to our project -- af-
fordable housing, great public 
open space, school seats, re-
tail, light industrial and artist 
workspace -- make this a plan 
that really meets some impor-
tant local needs.”

Plaxall hopes to have its 
plan certified by City Plan-
ning by the spring, which 
would start the seven-month 
public review process by Com-
munity Board 2, the Queens 
borough president, the City 
Planning Commission and the 
City Council.

“We are prepared to con-
tinue working with our neigh-
bors, elected officials, and 
other local stakeholders to re-
fine and improve the proposal 
through the rezoning process,” 
Kirby said.

 There was negative reac-
tion on social media Tuesday 
when a New York Times head-
line said the 65-story tower 
would be record-breaking, 
the tallest high-rise outside of 
Manhattan. But Matt Quigley 
explained during a briefing 
Tuesday that by the time the 
695-foot tower is built there 
will be a number of taller tow-
ers in Queens and Brooklyn.

“At 695 it wouldn’t be the 
highest,” Quigley said. “May-
be we should put an exclama-

tion mark on that.”
Plaxall brought in Jona-

than Drescher, who served as 
senior vice president of project 
development at the Durst Or-
ganization for more than a de-
cade overseeing Hallets Point 
in Astoria, the Clock Tower 
development in Queens Plaza 
and One World Trade, to man-
age the rezoning effort.

“Through our plan, the new 
Anable Basin would be a place 
where people live and work in 
the same place -- enhancing 
quality of life, productivity 
and easing the demands on 
transit and energy infrastruc-
ture by placing workplaces 
closer to home,” he said.

In advance of the public re-
view process, Plaxall will hold 
a number of informal drop-in 
sessions to talk to neighbors 
about the project over the next 
few months. Details on those 
sessions will be posted on the 
Anable Basin project website 
in the coming weeks, although 
its plan has plenty of support 
already among community 
leaders.

“Paula, Matt and Tony care 
deeply about western Queens 
and have provided invaluable 
support over the years to help 
local residents break the cycle 
of poverty,” Urban Upbound 

Co-founder and CEO Bishop 
Mitchell Taylor said. “We hear 
a lot about new development, 
but what’s different here is 
that this plan was put together 
by people who have lived and 
breathed in this community 
for years. They understand 
what makes LIC work, what 
can help it grow responsibly, 
and what elements must re-
main to maintain its charac-
ter. This plan accomplishes all 
three.”

The project would support 
nearly 2,600 permanent jobs 
at full build-out -- over five 
times the number of existing 
onsite jobs at Anable Basin -- 
and generate $450 million in 
annual economic output. The 
build-out of the district would 
also support more than 10,000 
construction-related jobs.

“The family’s vision for 
Anable Basin is clearly based 
on thoughtful research and 
design that will enhance the 
community with new housing 
-- a good portion of it affordable 
-- waterfront access, and space 
for small business to expand,” 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corporation Executive 
Director Seth Bornstein said. 
“These components are essen-
tial in furthering the balanced 
growth of the borough.”

Continued from Page 1 

Plaxall
Continued from Page 1 

SBS

Continued from Page 2 

Home sales

Continued from Page 6 

BQX

Plaxall plans for a new mixed-use development to be built out around 
Anable Basin in Long Island City which will include a 65-story tower and 
a waterfront esplanade. Courtesy WXY architecture + urban design
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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