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In a sweeping effort to 

free up parking space and 
rein in car dealerships 
on Northern Boulevard, 
NYPD’s 111th Precinct led 
an aggressive towing cam-
paign against Star Nissan 
and Bayside Imports, both 
known for using public 
parking on neighboring 
residential streets for long-
term storage of vehicles.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said the over-
night police action was in 
response to requests from 
his office for action on the 
parking practice, which he 
has rallied against in recent 
weeks.

“I want to thank the 111th 
Precinct for their phenome-
nal work the other night in 
putting a stop to this deal-
ership’s inconsiderate and 
illegal practice of parking 
unlicensed vehicles on pub-
lic streets,” Avella said. “As 
we can all attest, parking 
around the city is becom-
ing more and more scarce 
and the last thing residents 
need is unlicensed vehicles 
illegally taking up precious 
space that could be used by 
seniors to have an easier ac-

BY MARK HALLUM

Seven businesses on Bell 
Boulevard in Bayside were hit 
in a rash of burglaries early 
Monday morning as the culprits 
worked their way from south 
to north and ended at Sterling 
Pharmacy, where two individu-
als made off with cough syrup 
and cash.

Chris Tsatsaronis, the owner 
at Sterling Pharmacy, said two 
people came in through back 
door using an ax and pry bar 
before taking $1,000 from the of-
fice and bottles of codeine-based 
cough medicine with street 
value.

“It’s just pretty wild. It’s not 
3 o’clock in the morning.  They 
came in here at 7 a.m., broad 
daylight, and they seemed like 
they were in no rush while they 
were in here,” Tsatsaronis said. 
“They opened every cabinet and 
every door, but as far as ransack-
ing, no. Considering what could 
have been –we’re pretty thank-
ful. Luckily nobody was here.  
At the end of the day, money is 
money.”

Tsatsaronis said the bur-
glars were inside his business 
at 38-01 Bell Blvd. for 11 minutes 
total. The alarm alerted au-
thorities and the 111th Precinct 
missed them by three to four 
minutes when the intruders left 
at exactly 7:11, Tsatsaronis said.
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Whitestone residents are 

calling on officials to deal with 
an abandoned home they say has 
plagued the neighborhood for 
over a decade.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Whitestone) and neighbors gath-

ered in front of 168-08 14th Ave., 
asking Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
the city Department of Buildings 
to investigate the status of the 
abandoned corner home that has 
been listed as “under construc-
tion” for years.

According to residents, con-
struction on the home began 

years ago but then stopped sud-
denly. Neighbors described the 
house as being in an “unhealthy 
and unsanitary state, creating a 
breeding ground for rodents.”

Avella said the home first 
received a DOB permit for con-
struction in 2004 which was 

Abandoned home plagues Whitestone

Continued on Page 54

NYPD sweeps 
streets of cars 

from dealerships

Burglars hit Bell Blvd. shops
Brazen break-ins strike seven Bayside businesses in broad daylight

Neighbors are complaining that the abandoned home on 14th Avenue in 
Whitestone is unsanitary.

Two burglars who broke into seven stores on Bell Boulevard early Monday morning are caught on 
surveillance camera entering Sterling Pharmacy from the back. Courtesy of Sterling Pharmacy
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

After 22 consecutive years 
of delighting neighbors with 
his Christmas display, Whit-
estone resident Kevin Lynch is 
taking a year off. 

The retired firefighter’s 
23rd Avenue  home has been 
the center of attention for 
over two decades, with super 
bright lights and innovative 
Christmas time decor. But this 
Christmas Lynch said he de-
cided to take a break because 
he thought that the display 
was becoming a safety hazard 
for neighbors. 

According to Lynch,  the 
decorations caused traffic 
when people driving by stopped 
and took pictures, sometimes 
blocking neighbors’ driveways 
and causing congestion. He 
said neighborhood children 
and passers-by would some-
times stop in the middle of 
the street, which raised fears 
someone could get hurt. 

“It attracts people from the 
neighborhood and it’s also a 
tourist thing,” he said. “We 
made it to the list of top 10 at-
tractions in the city for Christ-
mas. I love the people, love dec-
orating and seeing everyone 
coming by, but I’m trying to re-
group and get more organized. 
I’m planning on getting help, 
hire someone to walk up and 
down the street, so that people 
don’t park in driveways. I don’t 

want it out of control.”
Lynch said he reached out 

to the 109th Precinct for help 
with traffic and crowds for the 
hundreds of people who were 
coming by to see the Christ-
mas display, but they were not 
able to provide assistance. No 
one has been hurt so far, but 
children run in the street. “If 
a child were to get injured, it 
would destroy me’” he said. 

He said he reached out to 
the police auxiliary to help, but 
they cannot unless they have a 
patrol car with them. Lynch 
said he understands there are 
more important things police 
could be doing than staking 
out his Christmas extravagan-
za, but he is wants to step aside 
for a year to plan on making it 
safer for people stopping by. 

“The break is more or less 
for myself,” he said. “It gives me 
a chance to regroup, and also 
a chance to see other displays 
for myself, enjoy them and get 
inspired. I honestly miss it al-
ready.  It’s just tradition.  There 
are some people in the neigh-
borhood who have been coming 
since they were kids and now 
they’re in their 20’s.”

Lynch said he began his 
spectacular display 22 years 
ago when he had his first 
child. A neighbor put up lights 
and he did as well.  Eventually 
it turned into a competition 
and he kept getting bigger and 
bigger. 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Work on the historic home 

formerly belonging to federal 
Judge Nicholas Garaufis is 
nearly complete with none of the 
original features of the classic 
19th century structure remain-
ing and complaints continuing 
to mount.

A modern brick structure 
with multiple entrances has 
risen in the place of the large, 
stately home that originally be-
longed  to the Lawrence family, 
who owned an estate covering 
most of what is now Bayside 
and left a legacy which preser-
vationists have attempted to 
maintain.

A neighborhood feud began 
in April 2016, led by Bonnie 
Skala Kiladitis, as the property 
was purchased and plans for 
renovation were posted on the 
city Dept. of Buildings site by 
the new owner with a permit re-
quiring at least half the original 
structure be retained. Work on 
the four-story house, however, 
quickly took a turn for the ex-
treme. Within days, the home 
had been reduced to the first 
floor.

“My family has owned our 
house for 75 years. I am the 
fourth generation to live here 
with no intent to sell.

Now I open the front door to 
look at this monstrosity across 
the street. It is such a shame 
to see what replaced Judge Ga-
raufis former, historic home,” 
Kiladitis said. “It is not for me 
to say if I like the look of what 
is now there or if it fits in to 
the neighborhood. There are 
no laws on the style of how you 
design a house you pay for. But 
to now have a neighbor now who 
has blatantly disregarded the 
law time and time again when 
demolishing and rebuilding 
a house is disheartening. The 
driveway is above grade. There 
are occupants living there with-
out a Certificate of Occupany. 

What was built does not match 
the filed plans. Why even have 
a Department of Buildings if 
developers can and do whatever 
they want?”

The most recent violation on 
the property shows people have 
been living in the home without 
a certificate of occupancy for 
which the DOB cited them on 
Nov. 5.

The home was purchased 
for $1.5 million by a real estate 
agent from New Jersey named 
Lisa Huang, who said it would 
be occupied only by her family.

Huang was baffled by the 
outcry over her renovations 
at the time when neighbors 
began reaching out to the Bay-
sideTimes and elected officials, 
saying that construction in Bay-
side was nothing new and her 
property was no exception.

The plans showed there 
would be an extension to the 
front of the house by a few feet.

A stop work order for 218-15 
40th Ave. was issued in July 2016 
due to the Alt-1 permit being re-
voked for work that exceeded the 
scope of the original plans. The 
violations have been dismissed, 
according to a Department of 
Buildings spokesman, and a 
new Alt-1 permit was issued in 
mid-August that took effect in 
mid-September of that year.

It was not clear why the vio-

lations were dropped.
A DOB spokesman said in 

August of 2016 the owners no 
longer qualified for an alteration 
permit and would be required to 
apply for a new building permit.

The DOB, however, reissued 
an Alt-1 in this case on the basis 
that the foundations were still 
intact and because the building 
plans had been revised and ap-
proved for an Alt-1, a spokesman 
from the agency said. He point-
ed out that it is at the discretion 
of a plan examiner to determine 
how much of the original struc-
ture needs to remain to call for 
an Alt-1. 

Another stop work order 
was issued on the property by 
the DOB in July 2017 for plumb-
ing, but was rescinded in late 
October.

The land was split with a 
40-by-100-foot plot going up for 
sale, but this parcel is still on 
the market. 

“It infuriates me as to how 
they have bastardized that gor-
geous house,” Richard Doyle, 
a nearby resident, said. “You 
know it really gets me, because 
they know what they are doing 
when they tear down too much 
of a house and won’t keep with 
the plans. I get tired of people be-
ing able to do this and the [DOB] 
does nothing.”

Historic home vanishes No Christmas display 
in Whitestone this year 

Kevin Lynch will not decorate his Whitestone home with bright lights 
this year.  Photo by Michael Shain Continued on Page 20

Garaufi s home renovations leave corner unrecognizable

The house formerly owned by Judge Nicholas Garaufis has been transformed 
into an unrecognizable structure. Photo by Michael Shain
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SNAP budget cuts leave boro families hungry

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

New York City families are 
hungrier than ever following 
congressional budget cuts to the 
food stamp program, a new re-
port from the Food Bank of New 
York said. 

The hunger-relief organiza-
tion recently released a report, 
“Trade-Offs at the Dinner Ta-
ble: The Impacts of Unwanted 
Compromises,”four years after 
Congress’  2013 slashing of SNAP 
funding to pay for increases in 
school meal costs. Cuts to the 
Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, formerly 
known as food stamps, have left 
struggling New Yorkers relying 
heavily on food pantries to eat. 

The report said one in five 
New Yorkers relies on SNAP to 
help buy food, which on aver-
age provides $260 a month per 
household for groceries. In 2013 
budget cuts took an average of 
$18 a month from New York fam-
ilies that relied on SNAP, which 
is now at a high of $21. President 
Donald Trump’s proposed bud-
get would slash $200 million in 

funding over the next decade, 
further affecting poor New York 
families, the report said.  

SNAP contributes to $3 bil-
lion in food sales a year and ev-
ery dollar spent on SNAP leads 
to $1.79 in economic growth 
in the city. Since 2013, cuts to 
SNAP have cost city residents 
$770 million in lost benefits and 
the city $1.3 billion in economic 
activity.

The study revealed that as 
of October 2016, 308,422 Queens 
residents made up 13 percent of 
SNAP recipients compared to 
473,526 Bronx residents, leading 
the city with 33 percent. 

The cuts to SNAP have led to 
a greater reliance on food banks 
by poorer New Yorkers, but pan-
tries are severely underfunded. 
The report said New York City’s 
food pantries and soup kitchens 
distribute 100 million meals an-
nually, and since SNAP was cut 
in November 2013, 77 percent 
of food pantries and soup kitch-
ens across New York City are 
continuing to see elevated visi-
tor traffic. Since then, nearly 
80 percent of food pantries and 

soup kitchens reported seeing 
more visitors. 

According to the Food 
Bank, federal budget propos-
als have emerged that would 
impose large-scale cuts to 
SNAP, and the House of Repre-
sentatives has also announced 
plans to release a new version 
of the Farm Bill by early 2018. 
The Food Bank said it believes 
the stakes are high because 
the Farm Bill will set the coun-

try’s farming, food and hunger 
policies for the next five years. 

“In key legislation over the 
past decade, decision-makers in 
Washington have struck com-
promises on hunger issues that 
often simply pit the interests of 
vulnerable people against each 
other,” the report said. “These 
compromises have forced other 
trade-offs: the trade-offs low-
income individuals must make 
when they cannot afford enough 

food; trade-offs of desperation, 
not choice.”

Food pantries surveyed 
overwhelmingly listed suffi-
cient amount of food as the most 
necessary improvement with 
operating support coming in 
second and equipment and capi-
tal improvements in third. 

Margarette Purvis, presi-
dent and CEO of Food Bank For 
New York City, said by pinpoint-
ing the depth of poverty in spe-
cific pockets of the city, the non-
profit is better able to find real 
solutions. 

“We know that when we in-
vest in access to programs like 
SNAP, there is less hunger, and 
we know what would happen 
if this support were removed,” 
she said. “When our nation’s 
safety net is under threat, and 
half of our food pantries and 
soup kitchens are running out 
of food, these findings chal-
lenge our elected leaders – and 
all New Yorkers – to raise their 
voices, partner in solutions, and 
advocate for the resources our 
most vulnerable neighbors need 
to survive and thrive.”

New Yorkers have seen a $770 million cut in food stamps since 2013.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

Some 13 percent of Queens residents who rely on underfunded pantries face uncertainty
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

So-called revenge porn is 
now a crime in New York City. 

The City Council voted 
unanimously last week to pass 
a new bill that criminalizes 
the use of revenge porn, which 
lawmakers defines as a 21st 
century form of sexual assault 
used to embarrass or humili-
ate victims. 

The legislation, inspired by 
a state bill sponcored byAssem-
blyman Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), makes it a misde-
meanor offense in New York 
City to disclose, or threaten to 
disclose, intimate images of an-
other person without consent 
and with the intent to cause 
harm. If convicted, perpetra-
tors can face up to one year in 
jail, a $1,000 fine, or both. 

According to Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D- Hillcrest), 
the bill also creates a civil 

cause of action to provide any 
person victimized by revenge 
porn with the opportunity to 
seek compensatory and puni-
tive damages, injunctive relief, 
and attorneys’ fees. 

New York is the 39th state, 
plus the District of Columbia, 
to currently have laws specifi-
cally targeted at combatting 
this practice. Neither New 
York state nor New York City 
had laws on the books to pro-
tect New Yorkers or hold per-
petrators accountable.

Lancman said that for too 
long laws failed to keep up with 
evolving technology and left 
victims of revenge porn unable 
to seek justice and hold perpe-
trators accountable.

“Criminalizing revenge 
porn will ensure New Yorkers 
are protected and those who 
take part in this despicable 
conduct will face serious con-

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Vallo Transportation, 

a school bus company, and 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) hosted an anti-
bullying event at JHS 194 in 
Whitestone last week with 
speaker Tom Thelen as part 
of the company’s fifth annual 
awareness campaign known 
as the “No Bullying Zone.”

Thelen, a youth motiva-
tional speaker, author and 
founder of the Victimproof 
Bullying Prevention Pro-
gram, said the younger the 
students are the more likely 
they are to be bullied until 
they reach high school. But 
teens in the last stage of their 
K-12 career are not out of the 
woods in terms of being the 
object of scrutiny, according 
to Thelen.

“A new study by the U.S. De-

partment of Education shows 
that 30 percent of sixth-grad-
ers experience bullying on a 
regular basis,” Thelen said. 
“And by the time they reach 
12th grade, that number is 
reduced to 15 percent, which 
is still way too high. If we’re 
ever going to reduce bullying, 
we have to give kids practical 
skills for how to handle it and 

how to get help.”
Vallone presented a proc-

lamation to the transporta-
tion services company for the 
work they have done to not 
only raise awareness to bully-
ing, but to provide resources 
at www.StopBullying.gov to 
inform and advise the public.

“Bullying in schools has 
been and continues to be a se-
rious issue that has damaged, 
often irrevocably, the lives of 
so many children and their 
families. Awareness and edu-
cation are critical tools in ad-
dressing the issue,” Vallone 
said.

Nearly 1,000 students at-
tended the presentation, 
which coincided with the 
school’s own initiatives 
against bullying.

“As we commemorate five 
years of implementing this 

BY BILL PARRY
 
The Port Authority agreed 

to provide $55 million towards 
the planned AirTrain to La-
Guardia Airport connecting 
with the Willets Point station. 
The money will go towards 
technical planning, design 
and the environmental review 
process.

“The actual alignment is 
still under discussion, but it 
is still going to Willets Point 
and the framework is it would 
be under a half hour from 
Midtown to LaGuardia,” Port 
Authority Executive Director 
Rick Cotton said Nov. 16 fol-
lowing a unanimous vote by 
board members. “The point of 
phase two planning is to finish 
the analysis and to consider 
the pros and cons of the align-
ment and to get into all the is-
sues that we’re raising. We’re 
working on that and all points 
of view will be considered. 
That’s the point of the plan-
ning process.”

The Port Authority had 
already allocated $20 million 
towards the $1 billion project 
backed by Gov. Andrew Cuo-

mo.
“This has to get done right,” 

Port Authority Chairman 
Kevin O’Toole said. “To think 
there isn’t an AirTrain or di-
rect rail and we’re the only 

ones in the country (without 
one) so frankly it’s embarrass-
ing. We’re behind the eight 
ball and we have to move.”

O’Toole grew irritated 
when a reporter asked why 

there were no questions from 
board members after a brief 
presentation before voting.

“There’s a lot of discussion 
internally,” O’Toole said. “To 
think we would just willy-nil-

ly vote on any expenditures is 
probably a wildly inaccurate 
characterization.”

The Port Authority board 
also heard from several air-
port workers demanding bet-
ter pay and safety at LaGuar-
dia and JFK International 
airports.

“The Port Authority board 
should be setting the stan-
dard to ensure all subcon-
tractors pay living wages and 
benefits that will help make 
our airports safer and run 
smoother and faster for pas-
sengers,” 32BJ President Hec-
tor Figueroa said. “With good 
jobs that help workers stay in 
their jobs longer and training 
so they know how to prevent 
and react to emergencies, we 
can make NYC-area airports 
more secure, more efficient 
and more pleasant for the mil-
lions of passengers that pass 
through them each year.”

The Port Authority prom-
ised a better wage and ben-
efits plan for the 40,000 con-
tracted  airport workers in 
2014 and while progress has 
been made, it has not been 
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Revenge porn bill 
passes unanimously

Vallo’s anti-bullying seminar 
raises awareness in Whitestone

The planned LaGuardia AirTrain gets a $55 million boost from the Port Authority as airport workers state their 
case for establishing family-sustaining wages. Courtesy Governor’s office

LGA AirTrain to get $55M from PA
Board allocates funding for Willets Point stop connection, hears airport workers’ demands

Councilman Paul Vallone and Vallo 
Transportation hosted a student 
seminar against bullying. 
 Courtesy of Council member 

Vallone
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BY BILL PARRY

Robert Holden has been a 
busy man since he defeated 
two-term incumbent City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) last 
week after the city’s Board 
of Election counted all ab-
sentee and affidavit bal-
lots and found 
his margin in 
the race that 
was declared 
too close to call 
on Election Nights had in-
creased by four votes. 

Holden finished with 137 
more votes than Crowley, 
who became the only incum-
bent on the City Council to 
lose this election cycle. 

She conceded defeat 
early the morning after the 
polls closed.

“The last nine years 

have been some of the most 
rewarding and fulfilling 
of my entire life,” Crowley 
said in a statement. She 
did not mention Holden by 
name. 

The two had attacked 
each other often during the 
grueling campaign, most 
notably on Crowley’s sup-

port of Mayor 
de Blasio’s plan 
to close Rik-
ers Island and 
replace it with 

community jails. Holden 
also accused Crowley of not 
doing enough when the city 
tried to convert the Mas-
peth Holiday Inn Express 
into a homeless shelter, 
while Holden led nightly 
protests for months.

Crowley easily defeated 
Holden with nearly 64 per-

Holden beats Crowley
after fi nal vote count

Braunstein sponsors bill 
against PD sexual misconduct

BY MARK HALLUM

City and state officials got 
behind a bill introduced by As-
semblyman Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) which will prohibit 
law enforcement officers from 
engaging sexual conduct with 
those in their custody after the 
indictments of two NYPD detec-
tives in Brooklyn.

The bill introduced by 
Braunstein was drafted by 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D-Brooklyn) in response to a 
September incident in which 
the detectives, who have since 
resigned, a teenage girl in their 
custody had consented to sexual 
activity with the men.

“I was shocked to hear that 
the two NYPD detectives in-
volved in the recent high pro-
file rape case in Brooklyn have 
offered the defense that the 
sexual contact was consensual,” 

Braunstein said. “The power 
dynamic between someone in 
custody and the officers them-
selves is such that the person in 
custody is powerless to consent 
to sexual activity. State law al-
ready prohibits sexual contact 

between corrections officers 
and parole officers and those in 
their custody. The legislation I 
am introducing at the state level 
will amend the penal code to 
also include state and local po-
lice officers.”

The two cops have been ad-
ditionally been indicted on brib-
ery and kidnapping charges by 
Brooklyn DA Eric Gonzalez.

“There have been a wave of 
high-profile, powerful men ac-
cused of sexually abusing and 
harassing vulnerable women 
and men---and officers who sex-
ually harass and abuse vulnera-
ble individuals in their custody 
are no different,” Public Advo-
cate Letitia James said. “While 
the vast majority of officers are 
hardworking and deeply princi-
pled, we must have laws in place 
to hold those few unscrupulous 
officers accountable. The bills 

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Queens College has changed 

its policies regarding student 
groups recognition following a 
discrimination lawsuit filed by 
a pro-life group. 

According to Alliance De-
fending Freedom, a Christian 
non-profit advocacy group, 
Queens College settled and 
agreed to change policies that 
led to “unconstitutional dis-
crimination” against a pro-
life group called “Students for 
Life”

Students for Life of America 
is one of the nation’s most ac-
tive pro-life organizations and 
the largest youth pro-life orga-
nization. The organization pro-
vides training to college, high 
school, medical, and law school 
students across the country to 
“stand for life” on their cam-
puses.

The Queens College Stu-
dents for Life v. Members of the 
City University of New York 
Board of Trustees suit was filed 
in January and settled earlier 
this week.  

According to ADF, last fall 
Queens College Students for 

Life and other campus groups 
applied for “registered” status 
in an attempt to join more than 
100 other student organizations 
that are allowed to reserve 
meeting space, invite speak-

ers, and receive funding from 
mandatory student activity 
fees. ADF said school officials 
delayed and then rejected Stu-
dents for Life’s application with-
out explanation but approved 

the applications of at least two 
other groups immediately.

ADF said that after its at-
torneys filed suit in the federal 
court in Brooklyn, Queens Col-
lege decided to recognize the 

group but did not revise any 
policies. The school has since 
changed course and has agreed 
to revise its student organiza-
tion recognition and funding 
policies to prevent discrimina-
tion based on a club’s beliefs. 

ADF Legal Counsel Caleb 
Dalton commended Queens Col-
lege for doing the right thing by 
their students.

“When public universities 
unconstitutionally favor some 
student groups over others 
based upon their views, they 
act in direct contradiction to 
their role as the ‘marketplace 
of ideas’,” he said. “These revi-
sions will ensure that no clubs 
are denied meeting space, 
funding and other benefits 
necessary to form a club and 
fully participate on campus 
based solely upon their point of 
view.”

According to ADF, “Students 
for Life” members were forced 
to fund, through the college’s 
mandatory student activity 
fees, groups that support abor-
tion but could not access funds 
from those fees, which exceed 
$1,200 per student over eight se-

Pro-life student group “Students for Life” sued Queens College over discrimination.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Assemblyman Edward Braunstein 
sponsored a bill to prohibit peace 
officers from having sexual rela-
tions of any kind with a person in 
custody.

Pro-life group settles with Queens College
Students for Life accuses college of discrimination in quest for ‘registered status’

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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Attorney Advertising 

ABUSED  
BY CLERGY? 

646-679-5996

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Sexual Abuse Compensation Programs (IRCP)

AndersonAdvocates.com

DEADLINE TO ACT:
December 21  

Diocese of Brooklyn
December 31

Diocese of Rockville Centre

1745 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10019 

366 Jackson St., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55101

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

Most MTA investments go to commuter rail lines
BY MARK HALLUM

A recent report on the 
MTA shows the state agency 
is not only a poor investor in 
its own transportation sys-
tem and assets, it also allots 
the majority of funds for ex-
pansion projects to commut-
er trains, which only serve 
about 7 percent of the total 
ridership.

The study from the Man-
hattan Institute, a conserva-
tive think tank, said the MTA 
may not spend as much as 41 
percent of its five-year capital 
plan budget on repairs and 
replacements at the current 
pace, which will leave the op-
erator of the subways, buses, 
Long Island Railroad, Metro-
North with a shortfall in its 
$32.5 billion budget.

“Yet the MTA cannot cut 
back on improvements and 
expansions in order to fund 
more repairs and replace-
ments,” the report said. 
“Many of the MTA’s system 
improvements are modest. 
They do not result in more 
passenger capacity but are 
upgrades to obsolete payment 

and safety systems.”
In the current capital plan, 

$400 million will be invested 
in better technology for fare 
collection and electric buses 
which will only bring the MTA 
up to the level of other cities 
such as London and will not 
improve passenger capacity. 
The report said a number of 
improvements which will re-
sult higher capacity are long 
overdue.  Signal upgrades go-
ing from a mechanical system 
to digital in order to run more 
trains closer together have so 
far only been implemented on 
the L train and No. 7, which 
will be complete in 2018.

The MTA’s expansion proj-
ects have not kept pace with 
the growth of population in 
the city and its correlating 
subway ridership, which is 
about 5 million people per 
day.

But the most profound 
findings of the studies show 
that 71 percent of the MTA’s 
capital funds for current five-
year period is devoted to the 
LIRR and Metro-North, only 7 
percent of its total ridership.

“Under this plan, the MTA 

will invest a further $2.4 bil-
lion in the $10.2 billion East 
Side Access project to connect 
LIRR trains to Grand Central 
Terminal rather than to Penn 
Station, as well as $2 billion 
in building a third track on 
the LIRR’s main line, for ex-
ample,” the study said. “Both 
are worthy projects. Yet in an 
era of scarce resources, rider-
ship levels do not justify the 

vast imbalance among the 
MTA’s priorities.”

The report also asserts the 
MTA gets 61 percent of its tax 
funding from the city, while 
people in the five boroughs 
comprise nearly half of the 
state’s income and sales tax 
revenue, which the state then 
uses for its own contribution 
to the MTA’s overall funding.

“New York City residents 
also constitute a majority of 
the drivers over MTA’s most 
lucrative tolled bridges, mak-
ing up 74 percent of drivers 
on the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge, 71 percent –73 percent 
on the Triborough Bridge, and 
56 percent on the Bronx-Whit-
estone Bridge,” the report 
found. “These fare and tax 
dollars do not tell the whole 
story. Suburban workers use 
New York City subways as 
part of their commute, and 
New York City employers pay 
payroll taxes to the MTA on 
behalf of workers who have 
commuted from the suburbs. 
Still, such payments do not 
justify the vast disparity in 
capital funding.”

But overcrowding on the 

subways may play the biggest 
role in delays. Some 42 per-
cent  of 57,164 train delays in 
July 2017 were attributed to 
overcrowding.

“Capital investments to 
ease such overcrowding, in-
cluding modern signal sys-
tems, are worthy and neces-
sary but are also extremely 
expensive,” the report con-
cluded bleakly. “The subway 
system will require cumula-
tive billions of dollars in in-
vestment and years of work 
for still-marginal improve-
ments in system capacity.”

Cuomo declared a state of 
emergency for the city’s sub-
ways in June in order to sus-
pend bureaucracy and allow 
newly appointed MTA Chair-
man Joe Lhota to stabilize 
and modernize the failing 
transit system after a series 
of failures and derailments.

Since then, the state of 
emergency has been renewed 
four times.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

A recent report shows the majrity 
of MTA funds for expansion go to 
commuter rails, just 7 percent of 
total ridership, while repair funds 
go to subways. Courtesy of MTA
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Douglaston Wine & Liquor
     UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AFTER 30 YRS

“Your local boutique shop carrying 1500 wines, 500 spirits at low prices.”

STOCK UP FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

FREE DELIVERY
Curbside Service and Special Orders

Please call us

CALL 718.224.0100
44-41 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

With Free Food
Every Fri., Sat. 4pm-close

Yellow Tail 
Merlot

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Must present this coupon. 

Expires 12/31/17.

1.5L

Woodford 
Reserve Bourbon 
         Distiller’s Select

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Must present this coupon. 

Expires 12/31/17.

750ml

Johnny Walker 
Scotch Black Label 
12 Year Yankees Edition

750ml
Not to be combined with other 

offers. Must present this coupon. 
Expires 12/31/17.

Tito’s
Vodka

1.75L
Not to be combined with 

other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 12/31/17.

    Cavit 
    Pinot Grigio 

750ml
Not to be combined with other 

offers. Must present this coupon. 
Expires 12/31/17.

10% OFF
Any 2 Bottles 

of Wine
Not to be combined with other offers. 

Must present this coupon. 
Expires 12/31/17.

15% OFF
Any 3 Bottles 
of Wine or more

Not to be combined with other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 12/31/17.

12
-7

WEEKLY SPECIAL PICKS FOR THIS WEEK

Raeburn
Pinot Noir

2016 Raeburn Pinot Noir  
delivers bright, focused-
fruit aromas of wild 
strawberries, raspberries 
and red cherries capped 
with notes of spicy oak. 
The palate is ripe, 
rich and velvety balanced 
by bright acidity. 
Appellation: Russian 
River Valley
Varietal: 100% Pinot Noir
Cooperage: 100% barrel 
fermented in French and 
Hungarian oak, 25% new
Aging: Eleven months

Weekly Special 
Picks $24.99

NOW $19.99

Douglaston Pkwy

Anna 
Cava Codorniu

Pale straw yellow, clean and 
brilliant. Fine bubbles with 
continuous beads and a 
persistent mousse. Displays 
delicate aromas of tropical 
fruit such as pineapple, as well 
as citrus, grapefruit and lime. 
Soft on the palate with elegant 
citrus notes. Well balanced and 
refreshing. The freshness and 
delicacy of the Brut make it an 
ideal aperitif. It also goes well 
with shellfi sh and white fi sh. 
Suitable accompaniment for 
sushi and sashimi or lightly 
spiced carpaccio.

Weekly Special 
Picks $16.99

NOW $12.99
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Maloney wants ERA
and Fearless Girl, too

BY BILL PARRY
 
As the body count of famous 

men accused of sexual harass-
ment grows on a daily basis, 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) believes the time is 
right to pass the federal Equal 
Rights Amendment as a com-
mitment to equality for women 
and a tool to fight discrimina-
tory laws. 

As part of this push, Malo-
ney released a letter to Mayor 
Bill de Blasio last week that 
calls on him to keep the Fear-
less Girl statue right where it is 
— in front of the Charging Bull 
statue in Bowling Green Park 
— until the ERA is ratified as 
an amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution, guaranteeing equal 
rights for women.

“The women of this country 
are speaking up like never be-
fore and declaring that we are 
tired of being treated as second-
class citizens,” Maloney said. 
“With more and more women 
sharing stories of being sexu-
ally assaulted or harassed, now 
is the time to pass the ERA. By 
amending the Constitution to 
make the simple, but powerful, 
declaration that men and wom-
en are equals, we will be sending 
a clear message that the days of 
discrimination against women 
are over, while also protecting 
women against discriminatory 
laws. “The Fearless Girl has 
been an important part of in-
spiring women to speak out and 
I believe she should stay where 
she is until we add the ERA to 
the constitution.”

The ERA is a proposed 
amendment to the U.S. Consti-
tution to guarantee equal rights 
regardless of sex, originally in-
troduced in Congress in 1923. 
It gained support during the 
women’s rights movement of 
the 1960 and by 1977 the amend-
ment was ratified by 35 of the 
38 states needed before Phyllis 

Schlafly mobilized conserva-
tive women in opposition.

In 2017, Maloney introduced 
the ERA for the 10th time in her 
Congressional career. Last Fri-
day Maloney was joined by New 
York Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul, the 
ERA Coalition, women’s rights 
advocates and the CEO of the 
Girl Scouts of greater New York 
alongside the Fearless Girl 
`statue as the 100th anniver-
sary of suffrage for women in 
New York approaches.

“Not only is New York the 
birthplace of women’s rights, 
but it is also the home of contin-
ued advancement of women’s 
rights,” Hochul said. “Whether 
we are talking about equal pay 
or freedom from harassment, 
New York is standing up and 
saying we will no longer accept 
the status quo. True equality re-
quires a culture shift and New 
York’s women are prepared to 
step forward and demand the 
equal treatment we have been 
denied for far too many years.”

An ERA would put women 
on equal footing in the legal 
systems of all 50 states, particu-
larly where women have been 
treated as second-class citizens, 
including in cases of public ed-
ucation, divorce, child custody, 
domestic violence, and sexual 
assault. Meredith Maskara, 44, 
a Sunnyside resident and moth-
er of five daughters and the 
CEO of the Girl Scouts of Great-
er New York, agrees with Malo-
ney that the time is right for the 
ERA, and that the Fearless Girl 
statue, herself an honorary Girl 
Scout, remain in place.

“For more than 100 years, 
the Girl Scouts has been the 
leading organization equip-
ping girls and women with the 
tools and confidence they need 
to advocate for themselves and 
others, through or by girls, for 
girls approach,” Maskara said. 
“While women and girl leaders 

BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

The Commission on Inde-
pendent Colleges and Universi-
ties reported that 30 private col-
leges and universities in New 
York have experienced a drop 
in enrollment rates this fall, 
the first semester that qualify-
ing students at New York’s city 
and state colleges received free 
tuition under the Excelsior 
Scholarhip program.

Exelsior Scholarships cover 
the full cost of tuition for for 
students who are residents of 
New York, attending public 
and state colleges and living 
in households with yearly in-
comes of less than $100,000. The 
program was rolled out this fall 
as the first step in a three-phase 
plan to expand through 2019. 

On Nov. 14, the CICU re-
leased the report, “Fall 2017 En-
rollment and Workforce Trends 
at New York’s Private, Not-For-
Profit Colleges and Universi-
ties,” which included survey 
results from 80 independent in-
stitutions of higher education 
across New York. The report 
tracked a decline in enrollment 
rates between fall 2016 and fall 
2017. This follows Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s announcement of the 
Excelsior Scholarhips in Janu-
ary and state Legislature ap-
proval in April. 

The drop in enrollment 
supported the CICU’s forecast 
in March that private colleges 
with students primarily from 
New York would see a strong 
decline in new students.

On Oct. 1, the governor’s of-
fice announced that about 53 
percent of full-time students in 
the state’s public institutions 
were attending school tuition-
free due to Excelsior scholar-
ships and other government 
aid. The goal of the free-tuition 
scholarships is to make educa-
tion accessible to students in 
the lower and lower-middle 
classes.  

“Our first-in-the-nation Ex-
celsior Scholarship is designed 
so more New Yorkers go to col-
lege tuition-free and receive the 
education they deserve to reach 
their full potential,” Cuomo 
said Oct. 1.

Although the CICU’s report 
does not directly mention Ex-
celsior Scholarships, it docu-
ments negative enrollment 
and financial trends in private 
institutions after the scholar-
ships went into effect. Of the 
80 private, nonprofit institu-

tions surveyed by the CICU, 48 
have a 65 percent majority of 
residents from New York who 
are enrolled in undergraduate 
studies. These 48 institutions 
lost 6 percent of their workforce 
in the 2016-17 academic year, 
amounting to 1,535 jobs. The 
CICU report estimates 1,700 
more jobs have been lost state-
wide as an indirect result of the 
work force reductions at private 
colleges and universities.

As a solution for private col-
leges and universities, lawmak-
ers also included $19 million in 
the state’s budget for Enhanced 
Tuition Awards for the 2017-18 
school year. This amount was 
significantly less than the $86 
million chunk of the state’s 
budget set aside for Excelsior 
Scholarships. Through the 
ETA program, which includes 
Tuition Assistance Program 
aid and a matching grant from 
private colleges, students can 
access up to $6,000 in financial 
aid. New York undergraduates 
in households earning less 
than $100,000 annually are eli-
gible for the ETA program.

Both Excelsior Scholarships 
and aid offered by the ETA pro-
gram come with stipulations: 
Recipients must remain in New 
York after graduation for the 
same number of years they re-
ceived the scholarships. If not, 
the awards default into loans.

Excelsior Scholarships have 
allowed over 2,000 students at 
public colleges and universities 
in Queens to receive full and par-
tial tuition scholarships, accord-
ing to Elizabeth Bibi, the deputy 
director of media relations at the 
governor’s office. The state aid is 
applauded by SUNY and CUNY 
school leadership. 

“We look forward to grow-
ing this innovative program 
and bringing even more stu-
dents to SUNY tuition-free as 
eligibility increases over the 
next two years,” Kristina John-
son, chancellor of SUNY, said 
last month.

Vaughn College of Aeronau-
tics and Technology, located 
in Elmhurst, participated in 
the survey and is one of the 48 
schools with a New-York ma-
jority undergraduate popula-
tion. The college experienced 
a 2.4 percent drop in enroll-
ment from fall 2016 to fall 2017, 
according to Sharon DeVivo, 
Vaughn’s president.

Applications for the ETA 
program opened in June and 
closed in late August, but stu-
dents already three months into 
their school year at Vaughn’s 
have not received their ETA 
awards.

 “We have roughly 70 stu-
dents who applied but still have 
not received any notification 

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (r.) strikes a pose next to The Fearless Girl 
while calling for passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 
 Courtesy Rep. Maloney’s office

The excelsior effect
 Enrollment drops at private colleges, universities

Continued on Page 49

The CICU reported a decline in enrollment rates and job loss at private 
colleges and universities in New York, following the first year Excelsior 
Scholarships provided free tuition for qualifying students at state and 
city institutions. Illustration by Annabelle Blair

Continued on Page 49



TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 24–30, 2017 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

On Saturday,
December 16th at 3P.M.
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

POLICE 

Blotter

FLUSHING —Police were search-
ing for a man suspected of forcible 
touching in Flushing. 

According to police, on Oct. 31 at 5:30 
a.m. a 47-year-old woman was walking 
near Bowne Street and Roosevelt Ave-
nue when a man ran up behind her and 
grabbed her buttocks. 

Police said the suspect then fled 
into a nearby apartment building.

Police described the suspect as a 
Hispanic man who is between 20- and 
30-years-old, 5-foot-5 with short dark 
hair.

Police said he was last seen wearing 
a hooded jacket and shorts.

Police said this man grabbed a woman’s buttocks in Flushing, then fled. 

Man wanted in forcible touching incident

FOREST HILLS — A 68-year-old 
motorist is dead following a collision 
in Forest Hills. 

According to police, at 6:35 p.m. 
Saturday officers reported to the scene 
of a car collision at the intersection of 
Queens Boulevard and 71st Avenue. 
Police said that when they arrived, 
they found a 38-year old woman pinned 
inside a gray Mercedes Benz and a 68-
year-old man unconscious and unre-
sponsive inside a gray Jeep. 

Police said they were able to pull 
the woman out of her car and first 

responders took the 68-year-old man 
to North Shore Forest Hills Hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead. 

A preliminary investigation re-
vealed that the 38-year old woman 
was traveling westbound on Queens 
Boulevard and stopped at a red light 
at 71st. Avenue when the driver of the 
gray Jeep struck her Mercedes Benz 
from behind, police said. The NYPD 
was withholding the identity of the 
deceased until his family was notified. 

The NYPD Collision Investigation 
Squad was investigating the incident.

Senior dies in Forest Hills car collision

JAMAICA — Police said they have 
been able to identify both a victim and 
a suspect in the stabbing that occurred 
at a residence on 147th Street and 116th 
Avenue in South Jamaica Monday.

The victim was Flushing resident 
Christopher Cody, 39, who was found 
by police unconscious with multiple 
stab wounds in the torso and later pro-
nounced dead at the scene by EMS, ac-
cording to authorities.

Three days later the suspect, Mar-
quis Copeland, 43, who lives at 148th 
Street in South Jamaica, which is two 
minutes from the crime scene, was ar-
rested, according to the NYPD. 

Police said the motive for the stab-
bing stemmed from a past dispute. 

Copeland was charged with mur-
der, manslaughter, and criminal pos-
session of a weapon, according to the 
NYPD.  

Cops bust suspect in death of Flushing man
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IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

TO INCLUDE: 4 Hour Buffet Menu

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Marathon Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

For those smaller companies that CANNOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, WE CAN OFFER a semi private area in our main ballroom 
(with other groups of guests)    Held on Fridays: December 8th & December 15th, $50.00p/p+tax    DJ included

PASSED APPETIZERS: CHEF’S SELECTION
GARDEN SALAD: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
CARVING STATION: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, 
                                     Gravies & Condiments
CHICKEN MARSALA: Mushrooms & Rosemary
SEABASS “MARECHIARO”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
PENNE ALA VODKA: Vodka Tomato Cream Sauce
              Mashed Potatoes - Caramelized Onions - Roasted Vegetable Medley

           HOLIDAY CAKE, COFFEE & TEA

PRIVATE ROOMS: 
MONDAY

THROUGH
FRIDAY:

$55.00
SATURDAYS:
$65.00

(50 person Minimum)

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

How to reduce your lung cancer risk
We’ve come a long way in the 

battle against lung cancer. Smok-
ing is the leading cause of lung 
cancer, but fewer and fewer Amer-
icans are smoking and disease 
rates are declining.

Still, lung cancer is the No. 1 
cause of cancer death in both men 
and women, claiming more lives 
each year than colon, breast and 
prostate cancers combined. No-
vember is Lung Cancer Awareness 
Month and provides a reminder 
that we have more to do to prevent 
lung cancer.

About 220,000 people are diag-
nosed with lung cancer in the U.S. 
each year, and more than 155,000 
die of the disease each year. In 
New York state alone, the statis-
tics are staggering.  An estimated 
12,700 will be diagnosed and 8,660 
will die of lung cancer this year.          

The best way to reduce your 
risk of lung cancer is to never 
smoke, or if you do smoke, quit. 

Smoking is responsible for about 80 
percent of lung cancer cases in the 
U.S. In addition to cigarettes, smok-
ing cigars, pipes, hookah or other 
tobacco products is also harmful.

The effects of e-cigarettes on 
cancer risk are not yet known, so 
they should not be considered a 
safe alternative or cessation tool 
until more research is done.

Although smoking is the main 
risk factor for lung cancer, second-
hand smoke, exposure to radon 
gas, or occupational exposure to 
certain toxic substances or radia-
tion may also increase your risk.

 Early detection can prolong 
survival, but lung cancer symp-
toms, including a persistent cough, 
constant chest pain, hoarseness 
lasting a long time or shortness 
of breath, don’t usually occur un-
til the disease has progressed to a 
more advanced stage.

With the advent of low-dose 
spiral CT screening, we can detect 

lung cancer at earlier stages and 
reduce lung cancer deaths by at 
least 20 percent. Talk to a health 
care professional about the pros 
and cons of screening if you are or 
were a long-time smoker.

 Quitting smoking is not easy 
due to the highly addictive nico-
tine found in cigarettes. As an oral 
healthcare professional, tobacco 
counseling and cessation pro-
grams are an integral part of my 
patient’s treatment plan.

Earlier this year, the Food and 
Drug Administration announced 
plans to implement new standards 
to reduce the level of nicotine in 
cigarettes to non-addictive levels, 
but changes will take time.

A health care professional can 
connect you to resources to help 
you quit. Visit www.preventcan-
cer.org/lungcancer to learn more. 

 
Dr. Wayne Kye

Bayside
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The tradition at Thanksgiving has always been to 
pause and recognize the good turns of fortune that have 
come our way. In these uncertain political times, it can be 
easy to forget that positive things are happening in Queens 
despite some strong head winds from Washington.

  As we sit around the Thanksgiving table with fam-
ily and friends, we should remember that Queens has the 
second highest average wage in the city behind Manhat-
tan.  With weekly average wages of $1,010, borough resi-
dents were well-equipped to add many culinary favorites 
to the holiday groaning board.

 Manhattan, however, has an average weekly wage 
of $2,954, which should translate into caviar and cham-
pagne at the table for our fellow New Yorkers across the 
river.

Employment also rose in Queens by 2.7 percent for 
the 12-month period ended in March 2017, outpacing the 
national average of 1.6 percent, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor’s latest county report.

We should be thankful that some neighborhoods in 
Queens recorded the largest jump in real estate sales 
prices in the city - as long as we are sellers, of course, and 
not buyers. 

Jamaica Estates led the pack with an 186 percent 
surge in the median sales price to $435,440 for a home, at-
tributed in part by the StreetEasy real estate site to pub-
licity about President Donald Trump’s childhood home 
in the bedroom community.

Clearview - the real estate industry’s creation of the 
area between Whitestone and Bayside —  came in sec-
ond, followed by Little Neck and Elmhurst.

At the other end of the spectrum. child poverty de-
clined in Queens over a five-year period that ended in 
2015 to 13.8 percent of the population from 16.2 percent.  
But the Citizens Committee for Children, a nonprofit, 
reported that the number of homeless families climbed 
over the same period even as the borough’s high school 
graduation improved and more young children enrolled 
in pre-K programs.

On the plus side, the Port Authority has set aside $55 
million for the AirTrain planned between Woodside 
and LaGuardia, the only major airport in the country 
without public transit access to the urban center, and the 
prototype has been rolled out for the trolley to link the 
Brooklyn and Queens waterfronts.

Thus we have many blessings to count as we eat our 
turkey - with plantains, stuffed vine leaves, lasagna, 
rice and beans, egg rolls or potato curry - in the world’s 
borough. We’re all Americans on Thanksgiving and 
we’ve won the lottery to be sharing the diverse culture of 
Queens with our neighbors and friends from more than 
150 different countries.
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READERS WRITE

Thanksgiving holiday is one of America’s best
Of all major holidays, 

Thanksgiving Day has the 
least potential for being 
irksome, guilty of identity 
protectionism or driven by 
balkanized loyalties and 
passions.  It’s the most in-
clusive of holidays. It’s not 
ideology-based and harbors 
no invidious implied com-
parisons with other nations, 
faiths or ways of life. 

It has no agenda. It is 
universal in appeal and rel-
evancy. It is, in the broadest 
and deepest way, a “wide-
size fits all” dignified cele-
bration. A sense of gratitude 
has at least f leetingly passed 
though every person’s heart, 
and so the holiday has sta-
tus and credibility with all 
spiritual traditions and for 
those independent of any.

Thanksgiving Day is 
unique.

New Year’s Day is associ-
ated with binge indulgence 
and noise. It is the culmina-
tion of a season of intensi-
fied loneliness and isolation. 
People who have no lover or 
have lost their parents can 
feel estranged from Valen-
tine’s Day and Mothers and 
Fathers Day.

Memorial Day is a solemn 
day of quiet sanctity with 
love and sorrow as protago-
nists. Veterans Day extols 
the sacrifice of one nation’s 
soldiers, which is under-
standable but nonetheless 
exclusionary. Independence 
Day, an occasion for justi-
fied hoopla, is inherently 
boastful with spectacular 
fireworks that mime battle-

field explosions. Labor Day 
is a worthy but politicized 
commemoration.

There are numerous reli-
gious holidays that are dear 
to adherents and convenient 
to motorists when alternate 
side of the street parking is 
suspended for their obser-
vance, but all theologies lend 
themselves to divisiveness. 

Holidays that innocently 
glorify different ethnicities 
and national origins dot the 
calendar with colorful pa-
rades and sincerely welcome 
all comers to share in being 
#1 for the day. But sometimes 
pride can be balanced by 
awkwardness. Thanksgiv-
ing recalls a time before the 
commencement of unilateral 
hostility against indigenous 
peoples. By contrast, con-

sider Columbus Day. Citing 
part of Columbus’s legacy 
as a product of his times, 
criticism of his undisputed 
cruelty to Native Americans 
has created justified uneasi-
ness.  That holiday has been 
co-opted by controversy.

Steuben Day has so far 
averted unpleasant histori-
cal references.

Presidents Day equally 
honors four dozen people, 
some monumentally great, 
others half-baked and a few 
quite villainous. They are 
honored for their job title, 
not for accomplishments 
that all our citizens drawn 
from around the globe can 
relate to.

There are also many 
minor holidays, such as 
Groundhog Day, but the one 

most exceptional is Hallow-
een because it is somewhat 
exotic and whimsical. It is 
escapist, deliciously mor-
bid and spurs fun parties, 
dreadful movies and public 
service annoncements about 
razors in trick-or-treat can-
dy.

The only holiday that 
ranks with Thanksgiving as 
an inspiration, were we but 
better immersed in the les-
sons derived from it, is Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day.

That’s one end of the spec-
trum. What’s at the opposite?  
What is the most dreadful 
and rueful of holidays?  We 
can all come together on that 
question:  Election Day!

Ron Isaac
Fresh Meadows

We should pardon our own turkeys
President Trump is get-

ting his pardon pen ready, 
as the Mueller investigation 
starts indicting his associ-
ates in the Russian election 
probe. This week, he planned 
to practice on two very inno-
cent Minnesota turkeys.

The other 244 million 
turkeys killed in the United 
States this year have not 
been so lucky.

They were raised in 
crowded sheds filled with 
toxic fumes. Their beaks and 
toes were clipped to prevent 
stress-induced aggression.

At 16 weeks of age, slaugh-

terhouse workers cut their 
throats and dumped them 
in boiling water to remove 
their feathers.

Consumers pay a heavy 
price, too. Turkey f lesh is 
laced with cholesterol and 
saturated fats that elevate 
the risk of chronic killer 
diseases. Intense prolonged 
cooking is required to de-
stroy deadly pathogens lurk-
ing inside.

Now, for the good news: 
Per capita consumption of 
turkeys is down by a whop-
ping 34 percent from a 1996 
high of 303 million, as one 

third of our population is 
actively reducing meat con-
sumption; Our supermar-
kets carry a rich variety 
of convenient, delicious, 
healthful plant-based meat 
products, including several 
oven-ready roasts.

This Thanksgiving holi-
day, as we give thanks for 
life and good fortune, let’s 
also skip the gratuitous vio-
lence and grant our own par-
don to an innocent animal.

Freddy Green
Flushing

BCA has not held meetings since June
In June 2017, the Briarwood 

Community Association held 
its last meeting at Melrose 
Credit Union.

Due to the retirement 
of its president, Seymour 
Schwartz, a hand-picked suc-
cessor was elected without a 
proper democratic vote by its 
members - a mere show of a 
few hands, and no alternate 
candidates.

Since the BCA claims it 
has no venue for monthly 

meetings, there has not been 
a meeting since June - three 
missed monthly meetings. 

No monthly newsletter 
has been published or dis-
tributed to the community-
at-large.  No Christmas party 
seems to have been planned.  
For several years, there has 
been no Christmas tree in 
the Briarwood mall.  

What has been happening 
with the BCA membership 
fees and government grants? 

Three stores are presently 
vacant and a fourth closed. 

The public parking garage 
on 84th Drive has been closed 
for months under a city va-
cate order due to severe and 
dangerous structural defects, 
with trash accumulating on 
the adjacent sidewalk. 

Something is rotten in Den-
mark (Shakespeare, “Hamlet”) . . .

Joseph N. Manago
Flushing

Queens trees need to be 
maintained regularly
There are thousands of 

street trees here in Queens 
which need to have regular 
maintenance, such as pruning, 
to maintain existing health and 
vigor as well as pruning of dead 
and dying branches from many 
others.  Dead and dying trees 
should be removed.

I was informed by a rather 
rude employee from the Queens 
Division of Forestry that city 
street trees are pruned on a  
seven-year cycle. Well, trees do 
not adhere to that cycle. There 
are many trees that develop 
problems before the next seven-
year  pruning cycle, such as 
overgrowth, fungus and insect 
problems, root rot and dieback 
within their canopies.

There is absolutely no rea-
son for the Division of Forestry 
to wait seven years to attend to 
these  problems. Trees must be 
maintained on a regular basis 
within a much shorter time 
frame than seven years. The 
public has the right to be able 
to walk down our streets and 
through our parks without hav-
ing to fear that a branch or a 
tree will fall on them, causing 
injury  or even death.

Where is all of the money 
that is allocated to the Depart-
ment of Parks going? Certainly, 
a portion of that money is set 

aside for the Forestry budget in 
each borough. As we now are 
approaching the late fall and 
winter storm season, the work 
on our trees must be performed 
much more rapidly.

Why doesn’t the Parks De-
partment subcontract out this 
huge but necessary job to the 
many tree companies that are lo-
cated in our area? That certainly 
would help clear up the backlog.

Also, when there are situa-
tions involving trees growing 
near utility lines, I  was told 
that that responsibility is Con 
Edison’s. Are the people who 
prune the trees for Con Edison 
qualified arborists?

I have seen trees butchered 
that have power lines passing 
through their canopies and 
the natural shapes of the tree 
canopies completely destroyed 
by the way in which they were  
pruned. Many were properly 
pruned in order to keep the nat-
ural shape of the tree canopy.

Obviously, some people know 
how to prune trees near power 
lines  and others  do not. We  are 
looking at a potential arboricul-
tural Armageddon in this bor-
ough  if this situation is not dealt 
with as soon as possible.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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At a moment in history 
where we are searching not 
just for great leaders but great 
humans, I offer as a shining 
example former Vice President 
Joe Biden.

I read his new memoir this 
weekend, “Promise Me, Dad,” 
and it is hard to come away from 
this poignant book without any-
thing but admiration and re-
spect for Biden — the politician, 
the father, the family man. The 
great American.

Biden has been on the na-
tional stage for four decades 
and like all humans, he has 
had his gaffes and mistakes — 
there was the plagiarism of a 
British leader’s speech and his 
tone deafness at the Clarence 
Thomas-Anita Hill hearings in 
the early 1990s.

But his few missteps are 
overshadowed by his stellar 
public service career — his bold 
support for gay marriage, before 
his boss, Barack Obama, signed 
on, was a watershed moment in 
our civil rights history.

Biden is a Democrat who has 
a worked both sides of the aisle. 
His early career in the Senate 
came during an era when Dem-
ocrats and Republicans occa-
sionally united to ratify legisla-
tion that truly helped America’s 
middle class.

Biden is as blue-collar a guy 
as you’ll meet in Washington. 
His middle-class, Scranton, PA. 
roots him the life experience to 
really empathize with the hurt-
ing workers of our country. He 
is well-known as “good old Joe 
Biden,” a regular guy who ev-
erybody would feel comfortable 
grabbing a beer with.

In the book, Biden recounts 
the scene when candidate Ba-
rack Obama told his running 
mate pick that he passed the vice 
presidential vetting process.   

“That was the easiest vet-
ting I ever saw,” said Obama 
incredulously. “You don’t own 
anything.”

Biden readily admits that 

he’s a demographic anomaly 
in today’s American politics 
— he owns a modest home in 
Delaware but has no stocks or 
bonds. He and his former school 
teacher wife will rely on their 
pensions in retirement — like 
millions of Americans.

But we should all hope that 
Biden doesn’t retire for at least 
seven more years — he is the 
Democratic Party’s best hope 
to reclaim the White House in 
2020.

I fear that Biden will then 
experience what the last two 
Democratic presidents did: 
Cleaning up the mess created by 
their Republican predecessors. 
In 2008, Obama-Biden saved the 
country — and the global finan-
cial system — from going off a 
cliff. The Bush-Cheney regime 
couldn’t have messed things 
up more — two expensive and 
unwinnable wars (Iraq and Af-
ghanistan) as well as a crater-
ing Wall Street.

The de-regulation of our 
financial system coupled 
with regressive tax cuts al-
lowed the financial sector 
to take risks that nearly de-
stroyed the global financial 
system.

Sound familiar?
Biden is a diplomatic man 

who can help bridge our divide 
nationally and with our adver-
saries around the world. He’s 
tough, experienced, and su-
premely empathic — qualities 
we sorely need from our presi-
dent.

Biden has weathered a lot of 
heartbreak in his life and his 
perseverance and stoicism is 
truly heroic. Forty years ago, 
as a rookie legislator in Wash-
ington, he received news on 
the floor of Congress that his 
young wife and daughter were 
killed in a car crash right before 
Christmas. His two young sons, 
Beau and Hunter, survived but 
the newly widowed father had 
to nurse them back to health 
alone.

He eventually recovered 
from this indescribable heart-
break and started a new family. 
His sons went on to impressive 
careers in both the military and 
public service — in fact, Beau, 
served as attorney general of 
Delaware and was on his way 
to becoming governor back in 
2014.

But then tragedy struck 
Biden again: Beau was diag-

nosed with a lethal brain cancer 
and his father had to once again 
put family before country. De-
spite his dying son’s plea for his 
dad to run for president, Biden 
decided that he needed to focus 
on his extended family — in-
cluding his grandchildren in 
this sorrowful period after his 
beloved son’s death.

It is painful to contemplate 
what might have happened if 
Beau Biden hadn’t become ill. 
We probably would have a Presi-
dent Joe Biden in the White 
House now and the whole pic-
ture of America would be more 
optimistic.

But in politics, as in life, 
there is always tomorrow and 
the next campaign.  

Here’s hoping that Joe Biden 
this time can heed his late son’s 
call to duty.

Run, Joe, run.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

We’re Biden our time until Joe runs for president
COLUMNS

The issue of bioswales, or 
rain gardens, is of such inter-
est to homeowners that the 
Auburndale Improvement As-
sociation printed a two-page 
letter from Acting DEP Com-
missioner Vincent Sapienza 
about the agency’s Green In-
frastructure Program. 

A couple of years ago the 
city started to mark with green 
lines areas for bioswales and 
then began to drill to test the 
soil without any notification to 
homeowners. Since then there 
have been meetings and tele-
phone discussions.

This letter clearly describes 
that the rain gardens are de-

signed to have porous soil under-
neath and special plants, which 
will soak up rainwater with 
perhaps a tree, green the street, 
reduce sewer overflows and 
rain water flowing into rivers. It 
points out that the city is under a 
consent order with the New York 
State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation to reduce 
the combined sewer overflows. 

The commissioner says 
her department has already 
installed over 2,000 curbside 
rain gardens and contends 
the tree guards around them 
are not a trip hazard, have not 
negatively affected parking, do 
not breed mosquitoes and that 
crews have been hired to keep 
them clean.  At meetings I have 
attended, however, people say 
that regular bioswales near 
their houses are dirty but that 
was months ago. 

The city now says it has a 
porous concrete surface that 
will absorb the rainwater in-

stead of the traditional bio-
swales and a green surface, 
which I would guess is grass, 
can be put down. These areas 
will not have tree guards. 

The letter says disabled 
people can opt out of the regu-
lar bioswales and that people 
who have installed sprinkler 
systems in the area where the 
green lines were painted can 
also opt out. 

I know of a homeowner who 
has a sprinkler system in the 
designated green areas, had 
state Sen. Tony Avella write a 
letter about it and gave the in-
formation to DEP officials at a 
meeting. But the homeowner 
has not received any official 
letter saying the house is opted 
out. This family also has the 
gas, sewer and water lines 
coming through this same 
area. When will notification 
be given to those who are opted 
out?

The January 2017 issue of 

the Bayside Hills Beacon had 
information about becoming a 
NYPD officer. The department 
wants to recruit all kinds of 
people who have diverse lan-
guage skills who will be able to 
communicate effectively with 
everyone in New York City.

The newsletter had in-
formation about mail thefts. 
Criminals steal checks from 
mailboxes and then erase the 
ink on checks using assorted 
chemicals and then rewrite 
the checks payable to them.

People are advised to use 
a Uniball 207 gel pen with pig-
mented ink that adheres to the 
paper. People are advised to 
avoid leaving outgoing mail in a 
box during Sunday or a holiday 
when there is no pickup and to 
use a locked mailbox or a small 
enough slot so criminals can-
not steal your incoming mail.

Shredding of any bank 
statements or paper with per-
sonal information is advised.

The March/April 2017 
Newsletter of the Rosedale 
Civic Association  contained 
a page of Safety Tips for the 
Older Person provided by the 
Community Affairs Bureau of 
the NYPD.

At home people are advised 
to have a deadbolt or drop bolt 
lock, not to open the door unless 
you can identify the person as 
not being a criminal, lie still if 
awakened by a burglar at night, 
change the lock if you lose your 
keys, and just hang up if some-
one calls and asks for too much 
personal information.

On the street never cross 
against the light, cross at the 
corner, watch for cars turn-
ing into crosswalks, shop with 
company if possible, leave 
unnecessary charge cards at 
home, don’t carry a pocket 
book, but if it is snatched don’t 
fight for it  — just let it go and 
never assume a driver sees 
you. 

Bioswales debate continues for homeowners
Bob

Harris
■

The Civic 
Scene

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

Welcome to November 1932! 
The month began with the last 
week of the presidential cam-
paign. On Nov. 1, Democratic 
candidate and Governor of New 
York Franklin D. Roosevelt 
campaigned in Boston, where 
he spoke of a new unemploy-
ment relief program and 
charged the Hoover administra-
tion with “cracking the whip of 
fear” in the Republican effort to 
win election.  His opponent, Re-
publican candidate and Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover, spoke at 
Madison Square Garden in New 

York, where he warned that the 
Democratic proposal for a “new 
deal” would “undermine and 
destroy our American system.”

On Tuesday, Nov. 8, FDR was 
elected president in a landslide. 
At the same time, New York vot-
ers chose Herbert H. Lehman as 
governor and Robert F. Wagner 
as senator. All were Democratic 
candidates to whom Queens 
gave sizeable majorities.

The Emergency Unem-
ployment Relief Committee 
launched the largest relief ef-
fort to date. Queens’ quota was 
$500,000 out of a total $15 mil-
lion for the city. It was also re-
ported that representatives of 
the Emergency Work and Relief 
Bureau made 30,189 visits to the 
homes of Queens’ unemployed 

the previous year.
It was the Depression. You 

could buy a woman’s fur coat for 
$45 and a man’s suit for $16.50. 
The huge City Food Market in 
Elmhurst opened on Nov. 18, 
and advertised: grapes, 5 cents 
a lb.; spinach, 10 cents for 4 lbs.; 
sirloin and round steak, 25 cent 
a lb.; and hams, 12 1/2 cents a 
lb. At the Astoria Live Poultry 
Market, prices were: chickens, 
20 cents a lb.; ducks or geese, 20 
cents a lb.; and turkeys, 28 cents 
a lb. The birds were, of course, 
killed and cleaned while you 
waited at no charge. As a mat-
ter of fact, the entire fixings for 
Thanksgiving dinner for a fam-
ily of five or six could be had for 
as little as $4.98.

For holiday joy, Queens 
speakeasies and cordial shops 
offered their regular prices: 
rye whiskey, $2 a pint; gin, $1 a 
quart; scotch, $1.50 a pint; port 
and sherry wines, $1.50 a bottle; 
and Italian and French ver-
mouth, $3 and $4 a bottle.  

On Nov. 10, a driving rain 
and wind storm left widespread 

damage throughout Queens and 
Long Island, disrupting traffic 
and train service, swamping 
waterfront communities and 
flooding practically all princi-
pal highways. Several deaths 
were attributed to the storm. 
The Flushing River and Flush-
ing Bay overflowed onto North-
ern Boulevard in Flushing and 
Corona and on the College Point 
causeway, completely halting 
trolley service. Water on these 
highways was more than four 
feet deep. Roosevelt Avenue be-
came the only entrance and exit 
to Flushing. Special police were 
on duty there to direct traffic. 
Thousands of Long Island Rail 
Road commuters were delayed 
on their way to work when rain 
washed out tracks and Jamaica 
Bay backed up, inundating 
trestles and low-lying sections 
of track. Twenty-eight buildings 
were declared unsafe after the 
storm. 

On Nov. 3, Fredrick Eckert 
of Astoria committed suicide 
by jumping off the 103rd floor of 
the Empire State Building. He 

crashed to his death on the prom-
enade of the 86th floor. As the As-
torian rode up the elevator from 
the 86th floor to the top observa-
tory, his nervousness attracted 
the attention of his fellow pas-
sengers. As the elevator stopped 
at the glass enclosed 103rd floor, 
Eckert darted out and vaulted 
an iron gate in front of a stair-
way leading to an open landing, 
which was intended for the use of 
passengers disembarking from 
airships. One elevator passenger 
tried to stop Eckert but was un-
able to catch him.

The mantle of world-cham-
pion blood donor draped the 
rugged shoulders of Tom Kane. 
Kane was born in Long Island 
City, but currently lived in 
Manhattan and was employed 
as a deck hand on the ferry run-
ning to Welfare Island. He could 
document having participated 
in 157 transfusions, 87 of them 
done for free. He had been called 
to be ready to give blood to Sar-
ah Bernhardt, Enrico Caruso 
and Jack Dempsey, among other 
celebrities.

Devastating windstorm plowed through Queens in 1932
COLUMNS
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Queens’ Haitians lose protected status
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Haitians who came to the 
United States under a tempo-
rary protected status because of 
natural disasters in their home 
country will have to prepare to 
leave the United States in the 
next two years or face deporta-
tion. The Department of  Home-
land Security announced Mon-
day that Haitians would have 18 
months to make arrangements 
before TPS expires for them on 
July 22, 2019.

Former  New York City Im-
migrant Affairs Commissioner 
Nisha Agarwal said there are 
22,000 Haitians in New York who 
were allowed a short-term stay 
in the country and the ones in 
Queens are concentrated in Hol-
lis, Jamaica, Cambria Heights, 
Springfield Gardens and St. Al-
bans, according to Community 
Boards 12 and 13. 

Had TPS not been extended 
for the nearly 60,000 Haitians 
living here under that designa-
tion, many would have had to 
prepare to leave the country 
by Jan. 22, 2018, according to 
Homeland Security. 

“Ending TPS is senseless 
and cruel,” said state Sen. Leroy 

Comrie (D-St. Albans). “Many 
of these individuals have been 
living in the U.S. for more than 
10 years. To send them back to a 
countries are recovering from 
natural disasters and weak 
economies would devastate 
countless families in the U.S. 
and abroad. The president’s 
decision benefits no one. It is 
mean-spirited, harmful politi-
cal posturing.” 

 Nicaragua lost its TPS pro-
tection last month and Home-
land Security was expected 
to announce a decision on the 
program in El Salvador soon. 
Sudan, Syria and Yemen are 
among the other countries cov-
ered by TPS.

Haitians were granted TPS 
in the United States after a dev-
astating 7.0 magnitude earth-
quake ravaged the western 
portion of the island on Jan. 12, 
2010.

DHS’s argument  for send-
ing Haitians back to the island 
is based on recommendations 
from the State Department 
that conditions have improved 
enough to allow the TPS desig-
nees to return home. 

Humanitarians have many 
concerns about sending anyone 

back to the Caribbean country, 
however, which is the poorest 
nation in the Americas, accord-
ing to the World Bank Group. As 
of 2014, Haiti has a gross domes-
tic product per capita of $846.

Over the course of seven 
years after the quake, the is-
land has been slow to recover, 
especially after taking another 
hit from Hurricane Matthew 
in 2016 in the southern portion 
of the country, according to re-
liefweb.int, which  follows hu-
manitarian efforts on a global 
scale. 

A cholera outbreak produced 

21,000 cases after the quake, but 
7,626 still are afflicted by the 
disease, according to UNICEF. 
There are 3.2 million people on 
the island in need of humanitar-
ian assistance, 12,000 of whom 
are children who are considered 
vulnerable and 1.4 million who 
need help with water, sanitation 
and hygiene. 

“This is another dark day un-
der the Trump administration. 
The White House’s decision to 
end TPS for 50,000 Haitians on 
the eve of Thanksgiving is a cold 
affront to their families, includ-
ing the 8,000 children in NYC 

with a parent who is protected 
under this policy,” according to 
the Acting Immigrant Affairs 
Commissioner Bitta Mostofi. 
“They have taken root in our 
communities, participated in 
civic life and contributed to our 
economies.”

Haitians contributed $280 
million in GDP and $42 million 
to Medicare and Social Secu-
rity, according to Agarwal.

“New York City will con-
tinue to fight this decision and 
push for a legislative solution 
in Congress. Any New Yorker 
with immigration legal ques-
tions can call 311 and ask for Ac-
tionNYC to be connected to free, 
confidential help,” Mostofi said. 

Allies of Haiti like Haitian 
Americans United for Progress, 
the New York Immigration Co-
alition, Make the Roady NY, 
unions 32BJ SEIU and SEIU 
1199, and some electeds believe 
sending nearly 60,000 people 
back to the island, which is still 
in a precarious state, would set 
off another disaster, according 
to Carolina Gonzalez, a spokes-
woman for the groups who held 
a rally Tuesday in Manhattan 
after the decision was made. 

The Department of Homeland Security ends protected status of Haitians.             
                  Photo by Lynne Sladky/AP
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                      

MON. NOV. 27th

QUEENS
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

WED. NOV. 29th

QUEENS
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

THUR. NOV. 30th

QUEENS
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard
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Christ the King High School congratulated students who achieved the Principal’s 
Honor Roll. The Principal’s Honor Roll is for the top five students in each grade. The 
grade average of the top students in each class range from 97 to over 100%. 

“I congratulate the students who have achieved the Principal’s Honor Roll,” stated 
Principal Martinez.“Their hard work and dedication to academics has paid off. We are 
very proud of them”

Freshmen: Kristie Caruana, Christian Wong, Gregory Jans, Elvis Soto, Maya Marchan
Sophomores: Krystian Makocki, Adalis Andelis, Taylor Lobur, Jaclyn DiBartolo, 

Kevin Vu
Juniors: Jakub Golonka, yssa Navos, Karleni Martinez, Kordian Von Cyga,  Gabriel 

Castillo
Seniors: Matthew Pezzulich, William Meany, Arnaldo Deliz, Jr., Tyler Carlo, Simmi So

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 800 students. The faculty numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King High School Announces 
Principal’s Honor Roll

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY BILL PARRY

The Jackson Heights husband-and-
wife team that created the Queens World 
Film Festival are preparing for the 
seventh annual event in March which 
will screen more than 130 films from 25 
countries, during a five night run. 

Katha and Don Cato are asking the 
public’s support for the festival, as well as 
their year-round programming, so they 
are doing a year-end appeal in the form 
of a donor site Flip Cause which they will 
launch on Giving Tuesday, Nov. 28.

Supporters can go to the Donation 
page on the organization’s website at 
www.queensworldfilmfestival.com/
donate/ and click the red button which 
will take you to the Flip Cause page. Do-
nors will then be asked to select a level 
of giving.

“We are raising money to keep our 
year-round programs free -- including 
work with youth, free screenings for se-
niors at their centers, free screenings at 
community centers, parks and schools,” 
QWFF Executive Director Katha Cato 
said. “The annual festival is certainly 
the crown jewel and we do everything 
we can to keep the ticket prices low and 
pack the biggest bang into every screen-
ing, however the rest of the year we are 
providing other opportunities for film-
makers and film lovers to come together. 
All of those programs require funding 
and we are hoping the community sees 
the value of those programs continue.”

QWFF also hosts interns from 
Queens College, LaGuardia Communi-
ty College, Renaissance Charter School 
and the Frank Sinatra High School for 
the Performing Arts.

“These young people come from all 

over the world, the Philippines, Indo-
nesia, Nepal, Puerto Rico, Colombia, 
France and Nicaragua and more,” 
Cato said. “It is such an honor to pro-
vide them with professional training 
and many have gone on to work in the 
industry, make their own films or go 
on to work in other fields equally pre-
pared to assume responsibility in the 
workplace.”

Not only is the festival popular with 
film lovers, its reputation is growing 
internationally, and the Cato’s want to 
keep momentum growing.

“Film Freeway, one of the two big 
platforms that filmmakers use to sub-
mit to festivals, informed us that for 
the third month in a row, we have been 
rated in the top 2 percent out of over 
5,000 festivals worldwide by filmmak-
ers,” Cato said. “That means so much 
to us because we have been rated very 
highly on communication, program-
ming and attendance. That means 
all of the time we devote to creating a 
supportive environment, encouraging 
filmmakers from all over the world to 
come here and screen their films here, 
has paid off.”

The Queens World Film Festival 
made Pastemagazine.com’s list of eight 
Best Destination Film Festivals. The 
Hamptons Film Festival was the only 
New York festival on the list.

“From time to time it is a bit of a 
white knuckle ride and as good as this 
festival has been for many people there 
are times we need help from the commu-
nity we are serving,” Cato said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Queens World fi lm fest
launches new donor site

Don and Katha Cato are launching a year end fund-raising effort to support the 7th annual 
Queens World Film Festval in March. Photo courtesy the Catos
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With an opening account balance of  
$50,000 - $149,999, you can choose  a  

 or an 

With an opening account balance  
of $150,000+, you can choose  a  

or a 

Flushing Bank        Flushing, NYSM

147-42 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.512.2929

164-20 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11358

718.961.7400

136-41 Roosevelt Ave.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.445.3555

44-43 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11355

718.463.9244

* Offer valid only at the five Flushing Bank locations in Flushing, NY. 1 New Complete Checking accounts (including Plus and Premier) with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. A new checking account is defined as any new 
checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within 
the last 24 months. Minimum opening balance of $1,000 or more is required. The new account must remain open, active, and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted 
from the balance.  2 One (1) gift per new Complete Checking (including Plus and Premier) customer. A 1099 statement for gift values (including applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) will be issued. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make gift 
substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Flushing Bank is not responsible for the warranty or replacement of any products. Any warranties are 
the sole responsibility of the manufacturers. Returns, exchanges, substitutions, and cash equivalents will not be provided. The promotion and offer are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. Zojirushi, SuperSonic, 
General Electric, Polaroid, Apple Inc., Samsung and YETI are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Open a Flushing Bank , ,  
or  account and choose a gift.*,1,2

With an opening account balance of $1,000 - $4,999, 
you can choose  a  

or a 

With an opening account balance of  
$5,000 - $49,999, you can choose  a  

 or a 

�
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Christmas Season Events 
�

��������� �!�"#��$%&'��
  Friday, December 1st 6:00PM-8:00PM                        

Annual Christmas Tree Lighting                                                

Bring your camera and take a picture with Santa  
Hot Chocolate and Cookies & bouncy houses indoors �

Sing along with the CK Chorus 

 

Saturday, December 2nd  8:30AM-1:30 PM                     
CK Kids Annual Christmas Party                       

Let us help you with your Christmas To Do list  
While you prepare for Christmas   

your children can enjoy some Christmas fun! 

Saturday, December 2nd 8:00PM                   
and                                        

Sunday, December 3rd 2:00PM�������������������������������������������������� 

CK Musical Theatre’s Greatest Hits 
Featuring favorite songs from CK productions 

Tickets available at www.showtix4u.com 

Tuesday, December 19th 8:30AM-2:00PM 
Annual Christmas Blood Drive 

Walk-ins welcome 
Give the best gift of all  - Life! 

One pint of blood can save three people 
 
 

at 
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY BILL PARRY

The borough’s first medical mari-
juana dispensary is set to launch New 
York’s first-ever “Cyber Monday” sale 
of items purchased online. 

Vireo Health of New York, which 
operates The Queens Patient Center at 
89-55 Queens Blvd. in Elmhurst, is now 
offering patients the option of selecting 
from one of two digital services: an in-
store pickup service that ensures their 
selected products are waiting for them 
at the facility and a home delivery ser-
vice covering New York City, Long Is-
land, Westchester and Rockland coun-
ties.

“Vireo’s Cyber Monday sale will 
help make our products even more af-
fordable for patients during the holi-
day season,” Vireo Health of New York 
CEO Ari Hoffnung said. “We also hope 
that by adopting familiar e-commerce 
promotional strategies, like those em-
ployed by Amazon, Walmart and Best 
Buy, we’ll be able to combat the linger-
ing stigma associated with marijuana 
and its medicinal use.”

Patients who submit orders for in-
store pickup or home delivery worth 
$100 or more at any time Nov. 27 will 
receive a $25 discount. The home deliv-
ery service, normally priced at $20, is 
being offered to patients at no cost for 
a limited time.

“Patients are increasingly going 
online for all aspects of their medical; 
care,” said Vireo’s chief medical of-
ficer, Dr. Stephen Dahmer. “We strive 
to continually improve and refine our 
own patients’ digital experience. Our 

patients can now virtually consult 
with our pharmacists, conveniently 
order online and have our medications 
delivered straight to their door. All 
of this is possible without leaving the 
comfort of their own home, which is es-
pecially important to our home-bound 
patients.”

Additional information on Vireo’s 
Cyber Monday sale is available at vire-
ohealthny.com/cybermonday. Only 
patients certified in accordance the 
New York State Department of Health’s 
Medical Marijuana Program regula-
tions are eligible to participate in this 
promotion.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Medical marijuana shop 
hosts Cyber Monday sale

Queens medical 

marijuana 

dispensery Vireo 

Health of New York 

is offering Cyber 

Monday deals for 

its patients.

Garaufis’ house is believed to have 
been built circa 1890 and was the one of 
the personal residences of the Lawrence 
family, influential members of the early 
Bayside community. A study conducted 
by Bayside Historical Society Treasurer 
Paul Graziano found the Lawrence Es-
tate eligible for the National and State 
Register of Historic Places. This recogni-
tion, however, carries no protection from 
demolition or alteration.

Councilman Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
introduced legislation in December 2016 
to address the “limbo” period between 
the issuance of a notice to revoke on a 
construction site and the point at which 
the permits are officially revoked, during 
which time property owners can push to 
compltete as much work as possible.

“Our community will not stand idly 
on the sidelines when homeowners and 
developers come into our neighborhoods 
and deceitfully try to circumvent build-
ing codes,” Vallone said in 2016. “This 
type of blatant disregard of building per-
mit requirements and deliberate over-de-
velopment will never be accepted in our 
community.”

Among other elected officials who 
fought for stronger regulations and over-
sight from the DOB were state Assem-
blyman Edward Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
and state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who each reached out to the Department 
of Buildings to see that the activity of the 
current owners of the historic property 
was stopped in its tracks

Kiladitis, daughter of late commu-
nity activist Frank Skala, got elected 
officials involved in the fate of the house 
on 40th Avenue and looked to it as an ex-
ample of a zoning violation epidemic in 
the community.

Continued from Page 2 

Garaufi s
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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Night at the Opera
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Kunqu is the oldest form of Chinese opera, a highly stylized form of music, dance and poetry.  At a Flushing Town Hall performance 
last weekend, the Kunqu Society — made up mostly of well-trained amateurs — is keeping the traditional alive. 

Backstage, Juguan Xu adjusts her headdress before a scene from 
an opera originally written in the 16th century.

Jing Shan plays a court official in an opera about a doomed 
king romancing his favorite concubine just before he is to 
be overthrown. 

Yourong Xin uses only a fan to set the stage for an opera about 
a young poet’s secret romance. In Kunqu, even the embroidery 
on the robes — in this case, bamboo, which symbolizes a garden 
— tells the audience what’s happening. 

As in Western opera, the stories are usually tragic — like this 
one about a father condemned to death by a warring king 
taking his only son on a journey to be adopted by another 
family. 

Scenery and elaborate props are almost never used in 
Chinese opera. Elaborate costumes and movement tell the 
story instead.  

Before the curtain goes up, the audience anticipates the beginning of the performance.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 

young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance

counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent

photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

LactoFreedom.com

Take Lacto-Freedom Probiotic 
for ONLY 7 DAYS, 

and get MONTHS of relief!

Enjoy Dairy Without Discomfort!

Prevents gas, bloating, diarrhea, and cramps 
caused by consuming lactose in dairy foods.

Patented and clinically proven.

Jax Hgts veteran has long lost medals replaced
BY BILL PARRY

An 85-year-old Korean 
War veteran in Jackson 
Heights had his long lost 
medals replaced Monday af-
ter an intervention by two 
Queens lawmakers. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
and state Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst), the chairman of 
the Assembly’s Committee 
on Veteran’s Affairs, pre-
sented Robert West with the 
military decorations he had 
managed to misplace short-
ly after the armistice was 
signed in July 1953.

In addition to replacing 
the medals West had lost, 
Crowley and DenDekker 
also presented him with an 
American f lag f lown over 
the U.S. Capitol is recogni-
tion of his service in the 
U.S. Army.

“We can never forget the 
incredible sacrifices made 
by our men and women in 
uniform,” Crowley said. 
“The medals earned by 
these brave Americans are 

tokens of appreciation for 
their service and I’m proud 
to have helped secure the 
reissue of the medals Rob-

ert West was awarded. We 
owe a debt of gratitude to 
individuals like Robert and 
this is the least we could do 

to honor his commitment to 
our nation.”

The four military decora-
tions included the National 

Service Medal, the Korean 
War medal, the Combat In-
fantryman Badge, and the 
United Nations Service Med-
al. West enlisted in the U.S 
Army in January 1953 and 
was honorably discharged 
in 1954. He last served with 
the 3rd Division 15th Regi-
ment Army Medical Compa-
ny. West also served with the 
New York National Guard at 
the 369th Armory.

“I thank Congressman 
Crowley for his role in re-
placing these important 
military service medals for 
someone who gave so much 
of himself to this county,” 
DenDekker said. “I salute 
Robert West for serving with 
great distinction and cour-
age. He has made our Queens 
community and our nation 
proud and I’m thrilled he is 
once again in possession of 
the decorations he so right-
ly deserves.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (c.) and Assemblyman Michael DenDekker present Korean War veteran Robert West 
with replacements of four military decorations he had lost long ago. Courtesy of Crowley’s office
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:11/24/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,795
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BLACK FRIDABLACK FRIDA
GOING ON NOW AT MAGOING ON NOW AT MA
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SHOP QUEENS
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SHOP LOCAL

Plenty of holiday shopping deals in Queens
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Whoever thinks Queens is 
the forgotten borough hasn’t 
shopped here. Holiday deals 
abound and a cornucopia of lo-
cal retailers – once the best kept 
secret in NYC – are becoming 
more popular with eager shop-
pers who are flocking here from 
everywhere, all year round. 

Now that turkey day is 
over, the mad holiday rush is 
underway. And regardless of 
what you celebrate, you’d likely 
agree that this time of year is 
very special. 

That said, this joyful season 
seems to stir up some mixed 
emotions for many New York-
ers, and unfortunately, joyful-
ness isn’t always one of them.

So, if you or someone you 
know needs help coping with 
those holiday blues, here’s a 
suggestion: Retail therapy.  It’s 
very calming and quite thera-
peutic. And, since you’re going 
to be shopping for all those peo-
ple on your list anyway – even 
if you don’t feel like it – why not 
try to enjoy the experience?  

A positive outlook and stay-
ing organized really help when 
spirits aren’t at their highest. 
And seeing all those sparkling 
lights and bright, colorful dec-
orations everywhere can be 
uplifting. Here’s another tip: 
Don’t forget to pamper your-
self, especially if you’re feeling 
down, and just embrace all that 
the season has to offer.

They say that foraging (for 
great deals and unique finds) 
is good for the soul, and search-
ing for that perfect something 
for that special someone, or a 
bunch of really nice presents 
for family, friends, and co-
workers, doesn’t have to be a 
frenzied last-minute chore. The 
process can be fun, and with so 
many shops to explore in your 
neighborhood and beyond, and 
an endless variety of products 
to choose from at low or moder-
ate prices, you won’t go broke.

For unusual, one-of-a-kind 
gifts, check out local garage 
sales, estate sales, and flea 
markets. You never know what 
treasures you’ll find.  But don’t 
forget to support your neigh-

borhood shops; they’ll appreci-
ate your business.

“It’s incredibly important to 
shop locally this holiday season 

and at other times. After all, if 
you don’t, the local shops will 
go away,” said Rob MacKay, 
director of public relations for 

the Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.  “Store own-
ers tend to know their neigh-
borhoods really well, and care 
about keeping the areas clean, 
safe, and popular. They tend 
to sponsor local sports teams, 
work on civic issues, partici-
pate in local cleanup events, 
and employ neighborhood resi-
dents. They are the backbone of 
our economies,” 

  Spending your gift dollars 
at neighborhood shops also de-
livers another positive for the 
community.

 “Plus, shopping local is 
actually environmentally con-
scious as it reduces carbon 
footprints and traffic jams on 
main highways,” McKay said. 
“And lucky for us in Queens, 
we also have the best stores.” It 
may sound corny, but the trick 
is to make the spirit of the holi-
days last the entire year as you 
savor the experience of gifting 
and giving. When you have a 
little extra dough and some-
thing cool catches your eye, 
just go for it; that’s one more 

Vintage and new items are offered at Loveday31 in Astoria. 
Photos courtesy of Ivona

Continued on Page 35
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6.3 Cu. Ft. Freestanding
Electric Range
with Convection
LRE3193ST
REG. $999.97 - SALE $699.97

2.0 Cu. Ft. Over-The-
Range Microwave
LMV2031ST
REG. $349.97 - SALE $249.97

PAIR PRICE

$94897
REG. $1348.97

Save $400

Stainless 
Steel!

Self-
Cleaning 

Convection
Oven!

6.4 Cu. Ft. Freestanding
Electric Range 
with Convection
KFEG500ESS
REG. $1199.97 - SALE $899.97

2.0 Cu. Ft. 
Over-The-Range Mi-
crowave
KMHS120ESS
REG. $599.97 - SALE $299.97

PAIR PRICE

$119897
REG. $1798.97

Save $600

Self-
Cleaning 

Convection
Oven!

Stainless 
Steel!

Free Install also available
on black stainless models
KFEG500EBS/KMHS120EBS

Free Install also available
on black stainless models
LRE3193BD/LMV2031BD

Bob Coccia’s Center For
APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

NEW STORE HOURS:  OPEN MON. - THURS. 9am-6:30pm, FRI. & SAT. 9am-6pm, SUNDAYS 11AM-5PM
Financing, Delivery & Installation Available!  *Financing For Qualified Buyers.  Prices and Sale valid until 11/29/17

215-03 Horace Harding Expwy. 
Bayside, N.Y.  • (718) 224-4344

Located Just 1 Block West of Bell Blvd. / Call For Easy Directions

bobcocciasappliance.com

Bob Coccia’s Center For
APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

* FREE LOCAL DELIVERY, ASSEMBLY AND REMOVAL WITHIN A 25 MILE RADIUS OF STORE LOCATION ON SELECT MODELS.
SOME EXCEPTIONS MAY APPLY.  ASK FOR DETAILS.   NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 

SOME PHOTOS MAY BE USED FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES, AND MAY NOT BE THE EXACT REPLICATION OF ITEM(S). 
FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS ON SINGLE ITEM PURCHASES OF $499. AND UP.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  

Built-In  
Dishwasher with
Hidden Controls
• 44 dBA
• Flexible 3rd Rack 
• ENERGY STAR®

Certified
SHP865WD5N

Stainless
Steel Inside 

& Out!

$81097
REG. $899.97

Save $89

Built-In  
Dishwasher with 
Hidden Controls
• 46 dBA 
• Third Level Rack 
• ENERGY STAR®

Certified
KDTE234GPS

Stainless 
Interior &

PrintShield™
Finish 

$59997
REG. $899.97

Save $300

FREE 
INSTALLATION 

ON DISHWASHERS!*

* Select Brands and Models to existing hook-ups, required parts are extra. Gas or electric versions of range models are also eligible.

FREE INSTALLATION ON OVER-THE-RANGE
MICROWAVES WITH RANGE PURCHASE!*

YOUR CHOICE OF...
3.5 Cu. Ft. Top-Load Washer
or 6.5 Cu. Ft. Electric Dryer

NTW4516FW / NED4655EW

$27997
EACH

NOW...
CLOSE-OUTS!

*See in-store sales associate for details. At participating retailers.

Buy a french door 
or side-by-side 
refrigerator and 
freestanding range 
or wall oven

Get dishwasher 
and over-the-range 
microwave 

FREE=

BUY 2 GET 2 ON SELECT APPLIANCES*

Blowout
OCT. 26 – NOV. 29, 2017

FPID2486TF

FPBM3077RF+

24'' Built-In
Dishwasher with
Hidden Controls
• 7 Wash Cycles
• ENERGY STAR®

Certified
LGID2478SF

Stainless
Steel Tub!

$54997
REG. $719.97

Save $170

SUPER LAUNDRY SPECIAL!

* Select Brands and Models to existing hook-ups, required parts are extra.

SALES EVENT

IT’S OUR 
BIGGEST 

HOLIDAY EVENT
OF THE YEAR!

IT’S OUR 
BIGGEST 

HOLIDAY EVENT
OF THE YEAR!

GET A FREE EXTENDED 
WARRANTY CONTRACT

with purchase any item $499 and up.  

Ask for details.  Offer valid until 11/29/17.

CLOSED ON
THANKSGIVING
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Gear up for Black Friday in Jamaica
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Eye wear, sneakers, 
athletic wear and beauty 
products will all be avail-
able at affordable prices in 
Jamaica Avenue this Black 
Friday, which marks the on-
set of the holiday shopping 
season.

Offering discounts at his 
full-service eye-wear store 
is Zach Pleschy, the manag-
er of Fabulous Optical locat-
ed at 146-20 Jamaica Ave. 

“The popular sale that 
we will have on Black Fri-
day are Ray-Ban eyeglasses 
going for two for $200,” Ple-
schy said. 

Typically one pair would 
cost around $168 to $178, ac-
cording to ray-ban.com. 

Fabulous Optical will 
also have a sale on imported 
European glasses with pre-
mium frames complete with 
lenses for $150, according to 
the manager. 

Helping customers find 
the best sneakers and ath-
letic wear this Black Friday 
at KICKSUSA is sales asso-
ciate Eric Franklin II.

KICKUSA originated in 
Philadelphia, and the one 
located at 161-01 Jamaica 
Ave. is the f lagship store 
for New York, according to 
Franklin. 

“We are an urban sneak-
er store, we have athletic 
wear and we have a few spe-
cific clothing lines,” said 
Franklin. 

KICKSUSA has sneakers 
and athletic wear from Nike, 
Adidas, and Fila, according 
to the sales associate. The 
store also has international 
dance-pop star Rihanna’s 
Fenty clothing line. 

“We are a store that you 
need to be in if you are look-
ing for stuff that you would 
like to buy for Black Fri-
day,” Franklin said.

There are sneakers for 
men, women, children and 
infants, and clothes for chil-
dren and both sexes, accord-
ing to the sales associate. 
Most items, except newly 
released sneakers, will be 
25 percent off. 

If you want the best in 
beauty and hair care, espe-
cially for ethnic hair, then 
The Source, located at 146-
06 Jamaica Ave. is the place 
to be this holiday shopping 
season. 

“It’s going to be the day to 

get all the deals, plus it is a 
good say to give back to our 
customers,” said sales asso-
ciate Katelyn Rodriguez. 

The high-end beauty and 
hair products that will be 
on sale include Diva Curl, 
Shea Moisture, Carol’s 
Daughter, Organics, Ma-
trix, Paul Mitchell and 

Moroccanoil, said Rodri-
guez. Some of the products 
exclude harsh chemicals so 
that it is good for your skin 
and scalp. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Fabulous Optical will have a sale on Ray-Bans on Black Friday. 
Photos by Naeisha Rose

KICKSUSA will have sneakers and athletic wear for 25 percent off on 
Black Friday.

Beauty supply store The Source will have great sales for Black Friday in 
Jamaica. 

Shoppers in southeast Queens will have no problem finding great deals and places to shop this holiday season. 
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 
36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 11/22/17-11/27/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to 
initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum 
payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing 
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone 
excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses.

BLACK FRIDAY

HOLIDAY HOURS: FRI 8AM - 8PM • SAT 9AM - 8PM • SUN 11AM - 6PM

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*  OR  NO CREDIT NEEDED
Minimum purchase of $3,999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

DOORBUSTERS • UNTIL NOON

These Black Friday deals have you covered all week.

$99 FIRM QUEEN MATTRESS

FREE WITH ANY MATTRESS PURCHASE

 UP TO A $99 VALUE

MATTRESS 
PROTECTOR†*

FRIDAY ONLY

50% OFF
NOW $374.50 • WAS $749

†*

PLUSH
QUEEN 

MATTRESSES

FRIDAY ONLY

Limited
Quantities
Available.

 UP TO A $29 VALUE

COMFORT CLOUD PILLOW*†

FREE WITH ANY PURCHASE

FRIDAY - SUNDAY

SONOS ONE 
WITH SELECT PURCHASES OF $799 & ABOVE

$199 VALUE

†*

ONE-OF-A-KIND PARTNERSHIP

GET A FREE
ADJUSTABLE BASE**

Spend just $500 on
a mattress, and

FIRST. TIME. EVER.
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SLEEP-GIVING SALE

SLEEPY’S TWIN
MATTRESSES

STARTING AT $320

The simple technology features a layer of soft 
air and memory foam that conforms to your 
body for ultimate comfort, support and an 

uninterrupted night’s sleep.

When the Sleepy’s retail locations became 
Mattress Firm, we knew we wanted to pay 

homage to the decades-long tenure it 
boasted in your backyard.

Introducing

At the intersection 
of comfort and value.

ONLY AT
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Experience
the latest
in cooling 
technology.

$49 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1749
Total to Pay

+ FREE
ADJUSTABLE

BASE**

Resonance Plush

$48 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$2849
Total to Pay

+ FREE
ADJUSTABLE

BASE**

Garrison Firm

GET A FREE
ADJUSTABLE
BASE**

Spend just $500 on
a mattress, and

FIRST. TIME. EVER.

Up to an $1198 value.
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†*Doorbusters valid on select days during select hours only. One doorbuster item each per household. Limited quantities available. Off ers valid in-store and only while supplies last. Doorbusters cannot be combined with any other off ers, including vendor promotions, coupons, discounts, previous 
purchases, special purchases or with Groupon. Sonos Doorbuster: Purchase select mattresses at $799 and above and receive a Sonos One speaker (a $199 value). Off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers, coupons, or discounts. Product returns will be less the value 
of the speaker ($199). Sonos products are not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address. A Best Buy® certifi cate for redemption will be provided. This advertisement is produced and distributed by an independently owned and operated mattress store. Best Buy® 
is only responsible for providing the Sonos product to support the promotion. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 11/22/17-11/27/17. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base (up to an $1198 value) with select mattress purchases of $500 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-
size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete mattress set and has no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. *†Free Pillow 
Off er: Off er valid 11/24/17-11/27/17. Receive a free Comfort Cloud pillow with any purchase, a $29.99 value. Free pillow has no cash value and cannot be used as credit toward purchase. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery 
valid on purchases of $599.99 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 11/22/17-11/27/17. ***Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 11/22/17-11/27/17. Receive a free matching standard or low-profi le box spring with the purchase of select 
mattresses from Serta iComfort. Free box spring off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and has no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. See store for complete details. ††Our 
Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance 
merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on 
auction sites (e.g., eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day 
time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$1198. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store 
to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. 
Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 11/22/17-11/27/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

FREE BOX
SPRING
 WITH PURCHASE
OF AN iCOMFORT MATTRESS

***

Sleep on your new mattress for up to 120 nights. If it’s not a perfect
match, get your money back and we’ll help you fi nd a better fi t.

120 NIGHT SLEEP TRIAL*†*

We’ll beat any price on comparable mattresses,
even ones you buy from us, for up to 120 nights.

120 NIGHT LOW PRICE GUARANTEE††

1-800-MAT-FIRM  •  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

    

Find your perfect mattress at the perfect price.

NOW $399
SAVE $250

off  our low price of $649

FIRM QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT  

With a revolutionary cooling 
cover, gel cooling memory 
foam and an aff ordable 
price tag, iComfort keeps 
you calm, cool and comfy.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399
Total to Pay

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$299
SAVE $60

off our low price of $359

CUSHION FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$399
NEW LOW PRICE

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$199
NEW LOW PRICE

NOW $474
SAVE $200

off  our low price of $674

MEMORY FOAM QUEEN MATTRESS

SLEEP-GIVING

SALE
FREE DELIVERY † † †
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present you can cross off your 
list. And gifts don’t have to 
be traditional, like a sweater, 
scarf, and gloves. With some 
imagination and an attrac-
tive presentation, practically 
anything out there can make 
a welcome Hanukkah present, 
stocking stuffer or Kwanzaa 
hostess gift.

Here’s an idea: create your 
own holiday gift basket or gift 
bag and fill it with an assort-
ment of special goodies, like 
chocolates, jams, dried fruit, 
artisanal coffees, and nuts or 
practical home goods or soaps 
and candles.

How about cosmetics and 
perfumes? You can make a 
sports fan happy with a collec-
tion of vintage baseball cards 
and mementos bought from a 
flea market… and just add a 
Christmas ornament to the mix 
or a dreidel.  It’s all in the pre-
sentation and it helps to know a 
bit about who you’re buying for.

If you shop smart, you’ll save 
time and money. And before you 
know it, you’re done — and it 

was a breeze. Now, all you have 
to worry about are those heart-
warming but often dysfunction-
al family get-togethers.

If you start your gift search 
early enough, you’ll have time 
to take advantage of local re-
tailers’ special sales and pro-
motions year round, then stock 
up on stuff as you go along. It’s 
all about planning ahead. 

After the holiday season be-
comes a fleeting memory, and 
the ball has dropped, take a 
well-deserved break before you 
start exploring again – at your 
leisure – for next year’s gifting 
adventure. 

There are no rules for what 
makes a great gift, especially 
these days. Anything goes. 
Just use your imagination and 
get what you can afford. Some-
times, a lower priced item can 
look like you’ve paid a fortune 
if you know how to buy afford-
able quality. Ask any budget 
conscious millennial.

Elmhurst resident Elena 
Cruz, 28, says she always finds 
amazing holiday savings at 
several local stores, where she 
shops all year round. “I give 
Christmas gifts for everyone 
just from what I buy near my 
home. I can find everything 

and even if it’s not expensive, it 
can look very nice,” she said. 

“I like to shop for myself 
and my family, and if I find 
something special for a good 
price that I know will make a 
beautiful present, I get it. Oth-
erwise, it’s too much stress if I 
wait.”

For a cornucopia of unusu-
al, gift-worthy finds, check out 
this sampling of unique stores 
across Western Queens, along 
with several Yelp reviews by 
happy customers. To get an 
idea of what these shops offer, 
you can find photos on yelp.
com.

The Brass Owl
36-19 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria

(347) 848-0905
thebrassowl.com

[Clothing, jewelry & ac-
cessories. You’ll also find 
art from local designers & 
cookies from Martha’s] 

Kelly C., Astoria: “I am 
writing this review primar-
ily for Nina, who was the su-
per friendly, helpful person 
who helped me when I wan-
dered in on Christmas Eve 
for some last minute gifts.”

Sunnyside Thrift Shop 
45-14 Greenpoint Ave.

(718) 786-7780

[Clothing, Books; A little bit 
of everything] 

Alexandria C, Woodhaven: 
“This store has so many gems…
and you WILL find amazing 
name brands for literally $4-5 
dollars…This place is the holy 
grail of all thrift stores.” 

Pauglina 
75-26 37th Ave., Jackson 

Heights
(718) 899-3010

[Coffee & Tea, Florists, 
Home Décor]

Amina N., Jackson Heights: 
“The store has a variety of 
unique products from soap and 
incense to beautiful flowers 
and handbags.”

Loveday 31
3306 31st Ave., Astoria

(718) 728-4057
loveday31nyc.com

[New, Used & Vintage cloth-
ing, etc; a Boho/hipster vibe]

Owner, Ivona, says: “We 
carry vintage items, as well 
as new jewelry, sunglasses, 

scarves, hats and gloves.” 

Butala Emporium 
3746 74th St., Jackson 

Heights 
 (718) 899-5590

[Bookstores, Souvenir shops, 
Music CDs, Indian crockery]

If you’re into spirituality 
or just curious about Indian 
culture, you should check this 
store out.

Swatee A., Floral Park: 
“From bindis, bangles, Kajal 
(eye makeup), herbal medi-
cines, herbal skin and hair 
care products, gossip maga-
zines, Hindu statues of God’s 
and Goddesses, to Buddha 
Keychains, and the potpourri 
of books on Religion, Philoso-
phy, Meditation and a variety 
of subjects.”

Queens Center
90-15 Queens Blvd., Elmhurst

 (718) 592-3900 

[Plenty of dept. stores to 
browse in, and smaller niche 
stores, as well].

Enjoy different food offerings 
at the large food court. Queens 
Center is also home to the only 
Apple Store in Queens.

Continued from Page 28 

Shopping

ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH, BAYSIDE, NY 
THE 75TH ANNUAL

December 2, 2017 
9:00am – 4:00pm 
214-35 40th Ave. 

Just a few steps off Bell Blvd.

Sunday, December 3, 2017, 12:00pm

THE HOLLY BAZAAR LUNCHEON
Great Food, Silent Auction, Raffl e Drawings

For more information, call 718-229-5631
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

FRESH 
WREATHS & 
GREENERY

FRESH 
LIVE 

TREES

Stop by church tables featuring: 

Picture with Santa!
Come to the All Saints’ Cafe 
and have your picture taken!

(Santa has a gift for every child!)
from 9:30am to 3:00am

BAYSIDE’S FAVORITE CHRISTMAS FAIR
Enjoy your Christmas
shopping this year!
Do your Holiday shopping this year 
with our Vendors! There is something 
for everyone with their NEW and 
unique merchandise
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Pictures with Santa
Meet Santa in Ridgewood on Small Business 
Saturday, Nov. 25, from 12-3 p.m. at 71st 
Avenue Plaza, which is east of Forest Ave. 
Bring your own camera for pictures and get 
candy canes and a free gift from Santa’s 
helpers (while supplies last). The NYC Brass 
Entourage will provide holiday music from 
12-2 p.m., and Opera on Tap Carolers will be 
on the Avenue from 2-4 p.m. The event is 
sponsored by the Myrtle Avenue Business 
Improvement District. Come see holiday 
lights and hear Christmas music on Myrtle 
Avenue beginning in late November. Call 
(718) 366-3806 for more information.

114th Precinct Community Council 
Children’s Christmas Party
The council will hold its 2017 Christmas Party 
for 200 of the community’s underprivileged 
children on Saturday, Dec. 2. The party 
will be held at Astoria World Manor (25-
22 Astoria Blvd.) from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Donations from community members are 
requested to purchase gifts for the children. 
Attendance is by ticket only through the 
114th Precinct Community Council. For more 
information contact the 114th Precinct’s 
Community Affairs at (718) 626-9327. Checks 
can be sent to the precinct at 34-16 Astoria 
Blvd., Astoria, NY 11103, and should be made 
payable to the 114th Precinct Community 
Council.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church Bazaar
Things kick off the All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church (214-33 40th Ave, Bayside) Saturday, 
Dec. 2, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with the 
church’s 75th annual bazaar. Take pictures 
with Santa, enjoy food and baked goods, 
do some homemade crafts, and purchase 
a raffl e ticket for the $500 grand prize. 
Following the bazaar, All Saints’ Church is 
also hosting a luncheon Dec. 3. Reservations 
are required and tickets are $20 for adults 
and $8 for children under 12. Call (718) 229-
5631 for more information.

Holiday Parade and Lighting Ceremony
The fourth annual Children’s Holiday Parade 
kicks off on at Bell Blvd. and 38th Ave. 
in Bayside, followed by carols and tree 
lighting on the 41st Ave. green at Bayside 
LIRR, Sunday, Dec. 3, from 3:30 p.m. to 5 
p.m. For any groups or organizations that 
wish to participate, call Council Member 
Paul Vallone’s offi ce at (718) 619-8611 or 
the Bayside Village Business Improvement 
District at (718) 423-2434.

Christmas in the Garden and Tree 
Lighting
On Sunday, Dec. 3, the Queens Botanical 
Garden (43-50 Main St., Flushing) is offering 
an afternoon fi lled with activities to get 
the whole family into the holiday spirit. 
There will be a Winter Garden tour, photo 
ops with Santa, holiday crafts for kids and 
live musical performances by The Rough 
Dozen a cap ell a group. The festivities will 
be capped off with a tree lighting ceremony 
with Santa. Shoppers can take advantage 
of special blowout sales throughout the day 
at the QBG Shop. For more information, visit 
queensbotanical.org or call (718) 886-3800.

Australian Vocal Group Holiday Tour
The Ten Tenors, an Australian rock, pop 
and opera band, are performing at Queens 
College Colden Auditorium in Flushing (153-
49 Reeves Ave.), Sunday, Dec. 10, at 3 p.m., 
during their 2017 Holiday Tour of the United 
States. The singers, whose voices generate 
“pure electricity and undeniable drama,” 
according to the Los Angeles Times, will 
perform repertoire from their album “Our 
Christmas Wish.” Selections from the album 
include traditional songs such as “Joy to the 
World” and “O Holy Night,” as well as John 
Lennon and Yoko Ono’s “Happy Xmas (War 
is Over),” “Feliz Navidad” by Jose Feliciano 
and Irving Berlin’s “White Christmas.” 
Tickets are $30-35 and can be purchased at 
kupferbergcenter.org.

Hanukkah Party
Join the Flushing Jewish Community Council 
for a festive Hanukkah celebration on 
Thursday, Dec. 14, at 7 p.m. at the Hillcrest 
Jewish Center (183-02 Union Turnpike, 
Flushing). Musical artist Wendy Moscow will 
lead the participatory event, talking about 
the history of Hanukkah and engaging 
participants in singing, dancing and 
discussion. Enjoy music and refreshments, 
including latke, a traditional Jewish fried 
treat, doughnuts and coffee. All are 
welcome. For more information call (718) 
463-0434.

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Queens Candlelight Service
Celebrate December holidays across 
the religious and cultural spectrum on 
Sunday, Dec. 17, at 4 p.m. at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Queens (147-54 
Ash Ave., Flushing). Listen to music of the 
season, performed by the UUCQ Choir with 
Music Director Jed Levine, and join in with 
congregational singing. The last musical 
selection will involve everyone singing 
as each person passes a fl ame from their 
candle to another. Rev. James Macomber 
will deliver a message of warmth, joy and 
renewal that is inclusive of all. Visit www.
uucq.org or call (718) 353-3860 for more 
information.

Oratorio Society of Queens Holiday 
Concert
The Oratorio Society of Queens performs 
selections from Handel’s “Messiah,” as 
well as traditional Christmas favorites 
and Hanukkah songs Sunday, Dec. 17, at 
4 p.m. at the Queensborough Performing 
Arts Center (222-05 56th Ave., Bayside). 
OSQ will perform with its 125-plus 
member chorus under the direction 
of Maestro David Close with featured 
soloists Jennifer Gliere, soprano; Byron 
Singleton, tenor; Vaughn Fritts, bass-
baritone; guest artist Cantor Jerry 
Korobow; and OSQ’s orchestra, the 
Orchestral Arts Ensemble of Queens. 
Tickets are $35 in advance or $40 on the 
day of the concert; $30 for seniors (62+) 
and students with ID; and $10 for children 
(12 and under) accompanied by an adult. 
For more information, please call the 
Oratorio Society of Queens at (718) 279-
3006 or visit www.QueensOratorio.org

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd., Queens, NY 11420 • rwnewyork.com 

 PL AY.  D I N E .  U N W I N D.

Shop our Jimmy Crystal New York boutique for  
radiant accessories with Swarovski Crystals. 

Visit rwnewyork.com/retail

hop our JimmySShop our JimmyShSh
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Cord Meyer Development LLC

26th Ave. & Bell Blvd., Bayside
VISIT US AT: http://www.bayterrace.com

Endless Possibilities...
FOR GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!

Wrap up the Perfect Gift from...
Home Goods  Sephora  Christie & Co. Salon & Spa                

American Eagle Outfitters  LOFT  Bath & Body Works  Claire’s  
Tess Morgan  Lane Bryant  The Children’s Place                        
Yankee Candle Co.  and many other fine stores.

Stumped on a gift?
Get a gift certificate from one of our great stores or restaurants!

Enjoy the best from more than 60 premier shops, fi ne restaurants, 
entertainment venus, professional services and plenty of free parking.
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MYRTLE AVE
Holiday Savings Every Day of the Week on Myrtle Ave.
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Avenue & Fresh Pond Road)

& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Many stores 
will be open 

late during the 
holiday season.
Check individual  
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!

FREE CANDY 
CANES

Visit our website: www.ridgewood-ny.comFollow us  
on Twitter

Santa 
Pictures
Bring Your Own Camera 

Shop Small Business 
Saturday,  

November 25th 
www.shopsmall.com

Saturday, Nov. 25th   
Opera on Tap Carolers 2 - 4PM 

Strolling on Myrtle Ave.  
in the BID

Saturday, Nov. 25th  
12pm – 3pm

71st Avenue Plaza 
(Just off Forest & Myrtle Aves.)

Face Painting, Balloons & more
Live Holiday Music by 

NYC Brass Entourage 12-2pm
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 11/24/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,288
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$22,000BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROKOKOKEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
ITH
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U

R
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R
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V
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E A

R
E S

U
R

E TO
 H

A
V

E A
 V

EH
IC

LE TO
 FIT YO

U
R

 N
EED

S
 &

 B
U

D
G

ET!

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

MURARA ONONO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,288
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$19,588
'17 TOYOTA RAV4

2k miles, Stk#35101
PLUS TAX & TAGS

AY SAVINGSAY SAVINGS
CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!
A

LLLLLL
AAA
*AJOR WORLDAJOR WORLD
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Mets star Wilmer Flores (c.) went door-to-door with the officers from the Queens North Borough Command to give away turkeys to families who might need them in Elmhurst and 
Corona.  Twitter

A year before he is up for re-election, state Attorney General Eric Schneiderman (l.) is out 
raising campaign funds and last week appeared with Rev. Floyd Flake at the Greater Allen 
AME Church in Jamaica during Sunday services.  Photo by Nat Valentine 

That’s the fixing for a lot of Thansksgiving dinners right there in the 109th Precinct in 
Flushing. The precinct’s community council organized a food giveaway ahead of the 
holiday  Twitter

At Borough Hall, Borough President Melinda Katz helps cops and firefighters unload the 
first of batch of a promised 2.000 turkeys donated by Stop & Shop to food pantries and 
senior centers in the city, starting in Queens.  Photo by Michael Shain

Council member Daneek Miller’s (D-St. Albans) annual pre-Thanksgiving lunch for 
seniors at Robert Ross Johnson Family Life Center draws a capacity crowd. 

Photo by Nat Valentine
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Thanks to Amazon Studios, the 
legendary night-lighting of the 
Queens Museum’s Panorama of 
the City of New York has brought 
back the world’s largest scale 
model featuring the famous five 
boroughs to its former glory.

This fascinating, glammed-up 
exhibit – the centerpiece of the Mu-
seum – was recently unveiled for 
all to enjoy, just in time for the na-
tional release of Academy Award-
nominated director Todd Haynes’ 
magical movie “Wonderstruck,” 
which was partly filmed on the 
Panorama.

Now playing everywhere, you’ll 
find that it’s a great feel-good film 
to watch with your family during 

the holidays.
If you were lucky enough to 

visit the 1964 World’s Fair back in 
the day, or had an opportunity to 
check out the museum’s exhibits 
before the early 1990s, you would 
have seen the psychedelic effect of 
black light on the Panorama and 
observed how it transformed the 
one of a kind model into an immer-
sive, after-dark experience.  

Commissioned for that memo-
rable Fair, this miniature NYC 
consists of 895,000-plus plastic and 
hand-painted, realistic-looking 
wooden structures that represent 
the built and natural environment 
of New York City, from the Rock-
aways in Queens to Van Cortlandt 
Park in the Bronx. It is both “an 
extraordinary historical object, 

and an invaluable tool for our pres-
ent and future,” according to Presi-
dent and Executive Director of the 
Queens Museum Laura Raicovich. 

Due to state-of-the-art lighting 
and generous assistance from Am-
azon Studios, the revamped twin-
kling exhibit – Broadway lights 
and all – can be viewed where 
it has always lived, in a 10,000-
square foot-dedicated gallery. 

“The Panorama is the heart of 
the Queens Museum and a focus 
of memory for both New Yorkers 
and visitors of the world. To have 
its lighting program restored to 
the original design and purpose of 
Raymond Lester and Robert Mo-
ses, through the generosity of Am-
azon Studios, is a marvelous gift 
back to the people who remember 

its former glory, and new viewers 
who are discovering it for the first 
time,” said Queens Museum’s cu-
rator and archives manager, Lou-
ise Weinberg.

“Seeing the Panorama lovingly 
portrayed in ‘Wonderstruck,’ brings 
new life to this beloved artifact….”

The exhibit’s old lighting has 
been replaced with brilliant, sus-
tainable LED lights and the new 
lighting scheme will make use of 
specialized software that will mim-
ic the transition from day to night.

Back when the lights went out on 
the museum’s city that never sleeps, 
the temporary blackout never less-
ened the wondrous impact the Pan-
orama had on the thousands of visi-
tors who were awed by it. 

W O N D E R S T R U C K
QUEENS MUSEUM CELEBRATES NEW FILM WITH LIGHTING OF PANORAMA OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Continued on Page 46

The Queens Museum's Panorama of The City of New 
York was recently unveiled for all to enjoy, just in time 
for the national release of Academy Award-nominated 
director Todd Haynes’ magical movie “Wonderstruck,” 
which was partly filmed on the Panorama.  

Photo by Gary Gershoff/Getty Images
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Answers in Sports

December 9 - 10 
Tickets from $20

www.queenstheatre.org 
718.760.0064

Steve Solomon’s  
My Mother’s Italian,  
My Father’s Jewish and  
I’m Home for the Holidays 
The therapy continues...

ALL  
NEW 

SHOW!

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play revolves 
around Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue on 
a mission to find his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly. Armed with an endearing 
crew of misfits, Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword fights, and 
plenty of audience interaction.
When: Saturday, Nov. 25, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

A Very Electric Christmas — In this 
story, Santa’s helpers are putting the 
final touches on presents as a young bird 
named Max and his family head south for 
the winter. Poor Max gets blown off course 
during a snowstorm, and he ends up alone 
and lost at the North Pole. As he tries to 
make his way home, his adventure begins 

when he encounters friendly caroling 
worms, dancing poinsettias, Nutcracker 
soldiers, mischievous mice and an evil Rat 
King. This holiday production will make 
children wide-eyed with delight.
When: Sunday, Nov. 26, at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $14, $12 for members
Website: www.queenstheatre.org/very-electric-
christmas

A Christmas Carol — All the splendor, 
magic and joy of the holiday season is 
here. Bursting on stage in spectacular 
fashion, this fabulous Christmas tale is 
overflowing with music, laughter and 
ghosts. 
When: Sunday, Nov. 26, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queensborough Performing Arts 
Center
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.visitQPAC.org

VISIT US AT 

TIMESLEDGER.COM
FOR MORE ARTS AND THEATER LISTINGS
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coffee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and 
a Domestic Bottle Beer $5.00

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Across the globe are 
cities, towns, villages and 
hamlets in which people 
live and raise families. 
Some of the dwellings 
are quite old and even 
historic, while others are 
more modern. But the ar-
chitectural style differs 
from place to place.

The same holds true 
for the World’s Borough, 
where each neighbor-
hood has its own char-
acter and flavor, and the 
myriad styles of houses 
are as diverse as the peo-
ple who inhabit them.

“I have always been 
interested in houses and 
how they are wrapped up 
with issues of our iden-
tity. When I started notic-
ing how many houses in 
Queens were so idiosyn-
cratic, and altered to suit 
their owner’s tastes, I be-
gan to photograph them 
thinking they would 

make a very interesting 
series and comparative 
study,” said Spanish-born 
architect and photogra-
pher Rafael Herrin-Fer-
ri, who lives in a Sunny-
side apartment — which 
serves as his home studio 
— and works across the 
Queensboro Bridge in 
Manhattan.

“All the Queens Hous-
es,” an incredible exhibi-
tion featuring 273 of his 
photographs that cap-
ture local residences in 
34 neighborhoods, is on 
view at The Architectur-
al League of New York’s 
office gallery in Manhat-
tan, every Friday from 
2 p.m. to 6 p.m. through 
Dec. 15. 

With this ongoing 
project, the photogra-
pher is investigating the 
(in)formal qualities of 
the borough’s attached, 
semi-detached, and de-
tached houses and small 
apartment buildings, 

and exploring how they 
reflect the diversity of 
the population. The col-
lection represents the 

most eclectic examples 
each neighborhood has 
to offer.

Herrin-Ferri began 

his ambitious project in 
2012 and has documented 
one third of the borough 
to date, in over 5,000 pho-

tographs. He has focused 
his lens on façades and 
side elevations, as well as 
distinctive building fea-
tures. While he doesn’t 
have a favorite style, as 
in Victorian, Ranch or 
Tudor, the artist said if 
he had to pick, it would 
probably be a heavily 
modified Minimal Tradi-
tional.

“I am much more in-
terested in the variety of 
housing typologies. My 
favorites among those 
are the semi-detached 
house and small lot, 
multi-family apartment 
buildings,” he noted.

And his favorite nabe? 
He says it’s Corona.

“There is a great de-
mographic mix, many 
different building types, 
good urban density, lots 
happening at eye level, 
one of the most dynamic 
urban spaces in NYC (Co-
rona Plaza), and varied 

The Architectural League of New York presents All the Queens Houses, an exhibition of 273 
photographs of residences in the borough — including this one in Jamaica — by architect/
artist Rafael Herrin-Ferri.  Photo by Rafael Herrin-Ferri

Exploring eclectic housing in Queens
Sunnyside artist shows diversity of the World’s Borough through pictures of unique residencies

Continued on Page 46



44    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, NOV. 24-30, 2017 TL

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Nov. 24-30, 2017

By Pete Canty

Geographic Shapes
Across
1. E-junk?
5. Slugger's tool
8. Public persona
13. Deli order
14. Houston 
university
15. Strictness
16. Nabisco treat
17. Top-rated
18. Pale
19. Shaped Chinese 
locale
22. Mountain follower
23. "___ the 
season …"
24. Modifies
27. Corp. bigwig
29. Subsides
33. Post-op time
34. Kind of trip?
36. OPEC member
37. Shaped Atlantic 
locale
40. Lode load
41. XL and EEE, e.g.
42. Sank, as a putt
43. Deli loaves
45. Dictionary abbr.
46. Mosquitoes, e.g.
47. Leaves in a bag?
49. ___ good 
example
50. Shaped South 
Pole locale
58. Inventor Nikola
59. Piece of art
60. Hip bones

61. Certain exams
62. Blows away
63. "I'm all ___!"
64. Code creator
65. Observed
66. Team type

Down
1. Bartender's pour
2. Prefix with meter
3. Domain
4. Night light?
5. Tundra, e.g.
6. Concern of 
7-Down
7. Adolescent
8. Basra native
9. Treat badly
10. Turkish leader
11. Theater follower

12. Sea flier
14. Major and 
private, e.g.
20. Boeing rival
21. Absolut rival, 
briefly
24. Ann ___, Mich.
25. Distrustful
26. Blind mice 
count?
27. More precious
28. Many 
Christmas trees
30. Army brass?
31. Hay bundler
32. Sowed items
34. ___ Strip
35. Polynesian 
island
38. Former NBA-
star Vlade

39. Document 
certifiers
44. Delays
46. German beer 
brand
48. Clear the slate
49. Certain driver's 
target?
50. Elementary 
particle
51. Claudius's 
successor
52. Ivan or Nicholas
53. "___ the night 
before..."
54. "Field of 
Dreams" setting
55. Cat's scratcher
56. Old Italian 
bread
57. Toward dawn

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

WHITE OUT
A C T S S L I D V I N E
S E A R S T I P E I S A Y
H O L I D A Y F A V O R I T E
E S L O G E E I T U N E S

P E E S I S I S
A W L E S S I T I S A B S
S H O E S A S S N A G R A
S I G N O F R O U G H S E A S
A T E S E E N S A M E N S
D E S E R N E B R A S S Y

A L M A A U L D
T O P P L E S I R E O N A
S U R R E N D E R S Y M B O L
A T E E T E N E T A O N E
R A P S S A T S D E E S

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

FILM

Ratatouille — A talented 
French chef in Paris, Remy, is 
trying to pursue his dream of 
cooking in a fi ne restaurant. 
The only problem is, Remy is a 
rat! With the help of his human 

friend, Remy prepares delicious 
dishes with a few comic 
mishaps along the way. Enjoy 
this Academy Award–winning 
animated fi lm from Pixar 
in between Thanksgiving 
leftovers. 
When: Friday, Nov. 24, Saturday, 
Nov. 25, and Sunday, Nov. 26, 

at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Great Muppet Caper 
— Intrepid reporters Kermit, 
Fozzie Bear, and Gonzo go to 
London to interview a fashion 
designer whose jewels have 
been stolen. When the thieves 
strike again and Miss Piggy is 
accused of the crime, Kermit 
and friends come to the rescue. 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 45

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

Guests will have an 
opportunity to support 
local artists, craftspeo-
ple, bakers, and per-
formers at the Pop Up 
Shop Artist market in 
St. Albans—open for 
business three differ-
ent weekends before 
Christmas. 

Market dates are 
Saturday, Nov. 25, from 
3 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Sunday, 
Nov. 26, from 1 p.m. to 
7 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 17, 
from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m.; 
and Saturday, Dec. 23 
from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.

It will be located at 
Innovations In Creative 
Arts, at 198-20 Linden 
Blvd. 

Adrienne Whaley, 
executive director of 
Innovations in Creative 
Arts, said the studio 
and pop-up shop is lo-

cated in a historically 
creative neighborhood, 
which she hopes to con-
tinue building through 
supporting local talent. 

“Part of the mission 
(of Innovations) is to 
become a home for local 
artists, of which there 
are many in the south-
east Queens area,” she 
said.

The market will fea-
ture unique and hand-
crafted items such 
as jewelry, T-shirts, 
candles, soap, cloth-
ing, accessories, books, 
framed spoken word 
poetry, baked goods, 
gourmet food and paint-
ings. “It gives the pub-
lic a chance to talk to 
artists directly and to 
purchase signed copy,” 
Whaley said.

Hector Cruz, a tutor 
in 3-D computer mod-
eling and graphics is 

one of the artists who 
will participate in the 
pop-up shop. “I want to 
draw more awareness 
and attention—so oth-
ers are not intimidated 
and don’t feel left out 
by not participating in 
such a project (comput-
er graphics),” he said.

Althea Shuler, a 
cake artist who produc-
es sculpted and baked 
cakes, will also be ped-
dling her wares. She 
operates a home-based 
business and uses a 
commercial kitchen to 
perfect her products. 

“I’ll be bringing new 
desserts and different 
flavors and my tried-
and-true bestsellers,” 
Shuler said. Her selec-
tion of goodes to sell 
includes Jack Daniels 
and sweet potato bundt 
cakes and pink cham-
pagne cupcakes.

St. Albans market 
promotes local artists

When: Friday, Nov. 24, Saturday, 
Nov. 25, and Sunday, Nov. 26, 
at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Florida Project and The 
Little Rascals — Set on a 
stretch of highway just outside 
Disney World, “The Florida 
Project” follows 6-year-old 
Moonee and her rebellious 
mother Halley over the course 
of a single summer. The two 
live week-to-week at The Magic 
Castle; the precocious Moonee’s 
endless afternoons overfl ow 
with mischief and adventure. 
Vibrant, raw, and surprise-fi lled, 
“The Florida Project” was 
largely inspired by the 1930s 
“Little Rascals” shorts.
When: Wednesday, Nov. 29, at 
7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Black Friday Hike Nature 
Exploration Moderate — 
Urban Park Ranger hiking 

guides will introduce you 
to the hidden gems of New 
York City. On the hike, you 
may explore nature, discover 
our city’s urban forests, or 
just unplug from the world 
to clear your head. Hiking 
programs feature intensity 
levels ranging from light, to 
moderate, to vigorous.
When: Friday, Nov. 24, from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Where: Winchester Boulevard, 
under Grand Central Parkway
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

The Worlds Fair Adventure 
Quest — Learn about the 
World’s Fair and Flushing 
Meadows-Corona Park as 
you’ve never experienced 
before. This challenge leads 
teams through the park on 
a part scavenger hunt, part 
walking tour that combines 
easy physical challenges, 
photo clues, and searches 
while testing your knowledge 
of local history.
When: Sunday, Nov. 26, from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Volleyball Tournament 
— Join NYC Parks in a 
fun, competitive double 
elimination volleyball 
tournament for New Yorkers 
ages 16 and older. Six to eight 
teams will participate with a 
limit of eight players per team. 
Call to join the competition.
When: Sunday, Nov. 26, from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center
Contact: (718) 353-7853.

Storytime Craft — Bring 
your little nature lovers to 
Queens Botanical Garden for 
a relaxing afternoon featuring 
nature-inspired stories, 
followed by a botanically 
themed craft activity. 
Recommended for ages 10 and 
younger.
When: Sunday, Nov. 26, from 2 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden
Cost: Free for members; $6 
for adults; $4 for seniors 62 
and over, children ages 4-12 
and students with ID; $2 for 
children 3 and under
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org/

Pictures with Santa — The 
Myrtle Avenue Business 
Improvement District is 
sponsoring a Pictures with 
Santa day. Bring your own 
camera. NYC Brass Entourage 
will provide holiday music from 
12 p.m. to 2 p.m. and Opera 
On Tap Carolers will be on the 
Avenue from 2 to 4 p.m. Santa’s 
helpers will help give out free 
candy canes and a free gift 
(while supplies last). 
When: Saturday, Nov. 25 from 
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: 71st Avenue Plaza
Contact: (718) 366-3806
 

Continued from Page 44 

Arts

On Sunday, take "The World's Fair Adventure Quest" and learn about the World’s Fair and 
Flushing Meadows Park with a  scavenger hunt, walking tour and work-out challenges all 
rolled into one. From 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
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Author and screen-
writer Brian Selznick was 
one of them. In fact, sever-
al years ago, he decided to 
feature his favorite exhibit 
in a book he was writing, 
called “Wonderstruck.” 
Based on that best-sell-
ing, critically acclaimed 
novel, the new film (now 
playing everywhere) is 
about a young boy with an 
incredible imagination, 
named Ben, who is guided 
through the Panorama 
by his grandmother Rose 
(Julianne Moore).  

Ben and Rose are chil-
dren from two different 
eras, who secretly wish 
their lives were differ-
ent. Ben longs for the fa-
ther he has never known, 
while Rose dreams of a 
mysterious actress whose 
life she chronicles in a 
scrapbook. Both children 
set out on quests – that 
unfold with mesmerizing 
symmetry – to find what 
they are missing, 

Selznick was one of 
several guests who at-
tended the unveiling 
event at the Museum, 
on the occasion of the 

film’s release back in 
October.  Other guests 
included production de-
signer Mark Friedberg, 
costume designer Sandy 
Powell. lead actor Jaden 
Michael, and Tom Fin-
kelpearl, commissioner 
of New York City Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs.

“The Panorama is one 
of the great treasures of 
New York City,” noted 
Selznick, “I think it’s 
impossible for visitors 
not to be entranced by it. 
The model immediately 
becomes personal as you 
point out all the places 
you know, the places 
you’ve lived, visited, 
walked. 

“I hope that Wonder-
struck, and the restoration 
of the Panorama’s light-
ing to its original mag-
nificence, will encourage 
even more people to take 
the trip out to Queens, 
where they can spend the 
afternoon discovering   a   
miniature   masterpiece,   
hiding   in   plain   sight.”  

Visit  www.wonder-
struckmovie.com  for 
more information, or fol-
low the film on Twitter 
at @wonderstruckmov.

Continued from Page 41 

WONDERSTRUCK

(Pictured clockwise from top) Screenwriter Brian Selznick (c.) and 
Commissioner of the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs Tom 
Finkelpearl (r.) attend Amazon Studios And Queens Museum Celebrate New 
Film "Wonderstruck" With Lighting Of Panorama Of The City Of New York 
at Flushing Meadows Corona Park. A view of the “Wonderstruck” poster 
on display at Queens Museum. And a view of photos on display at Queens 
Museum.  Photo by Gary Gershoff/Getty Images

street patterns that make 
for very pleasant strolls,” 
according to Herrin-Fer-
ri, who, with his archi-
tect’s keen eye for detail, 
examines the themes of 
identity, differentiation, 
and adaptation in the 
low-rise housing stock of 
Queens. 

He said he was inter-
ested in how individual 
home-owners, whether 
they have a detached 
house or simply a bal-
cony unit in a multi-fam-
ily apartment building, 
“make their presence felt 
on the street by altering 
their dwelling to accom-
modate something essen-
tial about their lifestyle 
or culture.”

“In the cases where 
someone is starting from 
scratch and building 
from the ground up, what 
they end up altering most 
often is the archetype of 
the house or the histori-
cal style,” he added. “This 
happens everywhere to a 
certain extent with do-
mestic architecture, but 

in Queens the contrasts 
are especially stark be-
cause – in most cases – 
people’s backgrounds are 
so different.”

So, how do the differ-
ent housing options re-
flect on the diversity of 
the borough?

According to the art-
ist, the broad spectrum 
of housing types and 
sizes caters to a diverse 
set of tastes, family sizes, 
and pocketbooks.

“The fact that much 
of the housing stock is 
rather modest, affords 
many recent immigrants 
with easy access into the 
market and the ability to 
alter a dwelling to their 
lifestyle. There is plenty 
of variation within each 
typology, not just in style 
but in features such as 
parking, yard space, bal-
conies,” he said.

Exploring all of 
Queens’ houses will no 
doubt take lots of time. 
And, since home remod-
eling and alterations are 
ongoing phenomena, ac-
cording to the artist, he 
isn’t sure how long his 
project will take to com-
plete — or if it can ever 
be truly completed — but 

said he hopes to have 
visited all the neighbor-
hoods in the borough in 
the next five years, so 
that this “first pass” can 
be bracketed by a 10-year 
period (2012-2022).

“I would love to have 
another, updated version 

of the show, with many 
new houses in the next 
year or two, and it would 
be a great honor for that 
to be in a larger venue 
somewhere in Queens,” 
he noted.

You may have seen 
Herrin-Ferri’s previous 

exhibit at Bliss on Bliss 
Art Projects (in Sunny-
side), before he embarked 
on this immense photo-
graphic survey project. 
He created abstract col-
lage art with scraps of 
paper, along with fellow 
collage artists from the 
Philippines. 

Surprisingly, that 
abstract and informal 
interest drives much of 
his obsession with all 
things architecture, and 
is part of his “aesthetic 
criteria for photograph-
ing houses,” according 
to the architect, who has 
been working on a mix of 
small cultural and insti-
tutional buildings in and 
around New York City — 
a theater annex, a dance 
studio, a campus meet-
ing house, etc. — over 
the last year, as well as 
some exhibition design 
for prominent museums 
such as the Museum of 
the City of New York 
and the Smithsonian in 
Washington, D.C. 

Before moving to New 
York, he worked in Bar-
celona, Spain, and San 
Francisco.

“I was born in Spain 
to a Spanish mother and 

American father and 
have a mixed cultural 
heritage that I iden-
tify with equally,” he 
said. “My mother was 
a dancer and also had 
a keen aesthetic sense 
for decoration that per-
meated every corner of 
our home. My father is 
a writer and is always 
interested in stories and 
characters and people-
watching, especially in 
Spain. My Spanish uncle 
is a painter and growing 
up I spent a good chunk 
of my summers around 
him, learning from his 
work and going to mu-
seums.  So, I grew up 
immersed in the arts 
between American and 
Spanish cultures.

Herrin-Ferri said 
he hopes that Queens’ 
family-oriented housing 
is a safeguard against 
an unnatural influx of 
“gentrifiers” that can 
transform a neighbor-
hood too quickly.  “From 
my nine years of expe-
rience living in Sun-
nyside, the change has 
been so gradual that it 
could be thought of even 
in a positive light simply 
as ‘replenishing.’”  

Continued from Page 43 
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Sunnyside resident and photographer/architect Rafael 
Herrin-Ferri is hard at work in his studio/study. The 
Architectural League of New York presents his work - All the 
Queens Houses – in an exhibition of 273 photographs of res-
idences in the borough.
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SIT DOWN DINNER

Winter Salad
Blood orange / hazelnuts / endive / white balsamic

Pasta
Maine Lobster ravioli / basil crema / pesto drizzle

Surf ‘n’ Turf
Roasted Shrimp ‘scampi’ / ASPARAGUS GRATIN
Filet Mignon ‘porcini’  /  POTATO CROQUETTE

Chocolate ‘symphony’
Decadent selection of chocolate desserts

New Year’s Eve 2017
7:30pm-1am

$125 per person all included

MENU
UPON ARRIVAL

Cocktail Hour Includes
Butler Style Passed Hors D’oeuvres
Arancini Rice Balls / Caprese Skewers / Mini Cocktail Franks

Sesame Chicken / BBQ Beef Crostini  / Antipasto Roll / Tostones ‘n’ Guac

Tuscan Antipasto Table
Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Pepper

Parma Prosciutto / Salami  / Soppressata / Mortadella
Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina

Fusilli Salad /  Fresh Mozzarella 
Olive Medley /  Bruschetta  

Full buffet of hot food
Fried Calamari /spicy marinara

Chicken Marsala / mushrooms, rosemary
Baked Meatballs / marinara, parsley

Eggplant Rollatini / mozzarella, pomodoro
Cheese Tortellini ‘panna’ / prosciutto, peas

*We Also Have Private Rooms That Can Accommodate Up To 125 People*
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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cent of the vote in Septem-
ber’s Democratic primary, 
but the Queens GOP gave 
him its Republican party 
line, which he ran on along 
with the Conservative, Re-
form and Dump de Blasio 
lines. 

Holden captured more 
than 8,400 votes on the Re-
publican line, according to 
unofficial BOE results.

The longtime president 
of the Juniper Park Civic 
Association declared vic-
tory on Election Night when 
Holden captured 10,221 votes 
to Crowley’s 10,088  , but 
the councilwoman chose to 
fight, hoping a count of the 
absentee ballots and paper 
votes would pull her into the 
lead.

It did not, and now Hold-
en, 66, is Councilman-elect.  

“It sounds good to me, I 
still can’t believe it, I’m slap-
ping myself,” Holden said 
. “I’m getting phone calls 
from everyone, it’s been in-
sane. But I’ll tell you what.  
It feels good because I’m the 
victor, but it’s a real whirl-
wind.”

In the week since, Holden 
has done multiple TV inter-
views, started to form a transi-
tion team, and even found time 
to help honor new Eagle Scout 
Michael Sammons Saturday at 
St. Mary’s Church in Woodside.

The BOE will certify 
Council District 30’s final 
result along with the rest of 
the city’s races Nov. 28.

“The results of this election 
will not change my commitment 
to public service,” Crowley con-
tinued. “I intend to spend the re-
maining weeks of my term in of-
fice working tirelessly on behalf 
of my constituents. Whatever 
the future holds, I will bring the 
same passion and dedication to 
fighting for our community that 
I brought to my work as Coun-
cilmember.”

Crowley announced Tues-
day that the city Department 
of Transportation would 
install traffic calming mea-
sures in front of Maspeth 
Town Hall with speed bumps 
along 72nd Street . She also 
said she had met with the 
Lippman Commission and 
spoke about the need to close 
Rikers Island and the pro-
posal to use the Queens De-
tention Complex in Kew Gar-
dens as the borough’s jail.

With Crowley in Holden’s 
rearview mirror on the road 
to City Hall where he will be 
sworn in Jan. 1, a different 
target of his criticism will 
soon be in close proximity: 
Mayor Bill de Blasio

In post-election comments 
to reporters, de Blasio said  
of Holden “he’s obviously 
a Republican and we don’t 
share values and I’ll try to 
work with him although I 
suspect we won’t see eye to 
eye on most issues.”

Holden agreed the two 

men don’t share the same 
values.

“This mayor wants a one 
party socialist Marxist re-
gime and anyone who thinks 
differently than him is the en-
emy,” Holden said. “He judges 
people based on labels and 
that is something he should be 
against. Instead he badmouths 
the Republican Party as no 
good and that’s the type of ap-
proach that put this country in 
such a divisive mess. Did I run 
on the Republican line? Yeah. 
Am I a registered Democrat? 
Yeah, but the bottom line is 
I’m apolitical. I’m a civic lead-
er and I’m going to work with 
anyone that can help my com-
munity and my constituents.”

Still, Holden hopes to 
work with the mayor and the 
city’s Department of Home-
less Services to enact a plan 
to combat homelessness. He 
helped write the State Re-
form Party’s homeless plan, 
which he hopes to introduce 
at City Hall.

Holden is unsure whether 
he will go to the Council as a 
Republican or Democrat.

“I’m not even thinking 
about that,” he said. “It’s the 
furthest thing on my mind. 
I will likely caucus with 
whoever can do the most for 
my community and my con-
stituents. That’s all I care 
about.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

are creating great change in 
their communities and across 
multiple sectors, the fight for 
true gender equality is far from 
over. The Equal Rights Amend-
ment is a necessary step in the 
long road towards equal treat-
ment for all, and we are hon-
ored to stand beside Represen-

tative Carolyn Maloney as she 
continues this essential fight.”

Maskara helped create Girl 
Scout Troop 6000 last spring, 
the first of its kind in New York 
City reserved only for homeless 
girls. It is based in the Sleep Inn 
Hotel in Long Island City.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

from HESC (New York’s Higher 
Education Services Corpora-
tion) about who actually re-
ceived the award,” DeVivo said. 

She said Vaughn felt the 
drop in enrollment most deeply 
in its associate of applied sci-
ence degree programs and in 
the decrease in students trans-

ferring into its Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree programs.

St. John’s University in Ja-
maica, the second largest Catho-
lic university in the country, has 
seen an approximate 4 percent 
decline in freshman enrollment 
from fall 2016 to fall 2017. 

“We communicated and met 
all the program deadlines for 
ETA to our students, and now 
we’re waiting on New York state 
to process the applications,” Jen-

nifer Tucholski, a member of 
the university’s Marketing and 
Communications department, 
said.

As a member of the CICU, St. 
John’s also participated in the 
survey as one of the 48 universi-
ties with a majority New-York-
resident student body. Tuchol-
ski said transfer student rates 
have remained static since the 
Excelsior Scholarship and ETA 
programs took effect.

anti-bullying campaign, 
I’m proud to announce that 
to date we’ve delivered this 
important message to over 
10,000 students and mem-
bers of the community,” said 
Linda DeSabato, president 
of Vallo Transportation. 
“Our plan is to continue 

raising awareness of bully-
ing prevention among stu-
dents, and we will continue 
to partner with the educa-
tion community, elected of-
ficials, law enforcement and 
other groups on outreach 
initiatives.”

Vallo provides school bus 
service to hundreds of stu-
dents throughout Queens 
and Manhattan, but spe-
cializes in transportation 
to the Bronx High School of 

Science. Schools in Queens 
use Vallo for field trips and 
sporting events, and the com-
pany traces its roots back 50 
years. 

Councilman Vallone em-
ploys the services of Vallo for 
the annual fireworks show at 
Fort Totten.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

introduced by Assemblyman 
Braunstein and Council Mem-
ber Treyger to ensure that sex-
ual activity between officers 
and those in their custody is 
prohibited are common-sense 
measures to ensure that no in-
dividual is above the law.”

Current laws protecting 
people in custody from sexual 
misconduct only pertain to cor-
rections and parole officers.

“We need strong laws on 
the books to ensure that law 
enforcement officers who 
abuse their power and sexu-
ally assault someone in their 
custody can never again claim 
consent as a defense,” Treyger 
said. “... The victim in this case 
is a teenager who will now be 
forced to relive the trauma of 
this crime in the public eye 
as this moves to trial. My bill 

explicitly states that law en-
forcement officers are prohib-
ited from engaging in sexual 
activity with anyone in their 
custody, because there can be 
no meaningful consent when 
you are in the custody of a law 
enforcement officer. All law en-
forcement officials, including 
police and peace officers, must 
be held to the same standard. 
We have a growing coalition of 
elected officials and advocates 
who support this bill because 
we need to do more to protect 
the rights of sexual assault vic-
tims.”

While Treyger’s bill would 
make sexual conduct between 
a peace officer and a person in 
their custody a misdemeanor, 
Braunstein’s bill would make 
punishable as a Class E felony.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

mesters, for themselves.
Following the settlement, 

changes in policy include 
concrete guidelines on the ap-
proval of student groups and 
allocation of funds, a require-
ment for a written decision, 
elimination of a discriminato-
ry student body “referendum” 
on whether groups will be 
funded, and the addition of an 
appeals process that student 
organizations can use if they 
are denied recognition.

Previously the Campus 
Affairs Committee had the 
authority to decide whether a 
group should be granted offi-
cial recognition and whether 
it may receive funding. ADF 
said the committee’s “sweep-
ing authority allowed them 
to deny recognition and fund-
ing for any reason, including 
unconstitutional viewpoint 
discrimination.”

Students for Life of Ameri-

ca President Kristan Hawkins 
said the settlement will ensure 
that student organizations 
will now be able to experience 
a free exchange of ideas.

“Too frequently we see that 
public colleges and universities 
feel they can deny recognition 
or funding to a student group 
just because officials don’t agree 
with the viewpoint of those stu-
dents,” she said. “Queens Col-
lege was playing favorites while 
stifling free speech.”

In a statement, Queens 
College said the school wel-
comed the participation of all 
students in campus activities 
and that it looks forward to 
continuing to make their cam-
pus a diverse and welcoming 
environment for all.

“Queens College is pleased 
to have resolved matters relat-
ing to the student club Queens 
College Students for Life, 
which was granted status in 
January 2017. This resolution 
will further strengthen the 
processes for the establish-
ment and maintenance of stu-
dent clubs.”

Continued from Page 5 
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Ready, set, go!
COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Organizers of the Queens half marathon had one goal — 
take the race out of the confines of Flushing Meadows 
Park and into the streets of the borough, just like the NYC 
Marathon.       Twitter

Virginia Terry (l.) and her friend Julie Beglin had enough 
energy before the 13-plus-mile run to kick up their heels at 
the Unisphere. Some 6,000 people registered to run.  
                    Facebook

Ken Conahan, a veteran marathoner, according to the sport 
social media site Athlinks, came from Easton, Pa., to run. 
Temperatures in the low 30s kept some runners away. 
                       Facebook

Natasha Boyd-Holder of Queens shows off the medal after 
finishing the first long-distance race to run through the 
streets of the borough. More than 3,100 people finished the 
race.     Twitter 

John “Fancy Pigeon” Wagner (that’s his social media moniker — 
don’t ask) posted his very strong time. But the distance — 13.3 
miles — is two-tenths longer than the course, raising questions 
about where he wandered off to.      Twitter

Practically neighbors, two NYPD captains — John Ganely 
(l.), executive officer of the 103rd Precinct in Jamaica and 
Courtney Nilan of the 101st Precinct in Far Rockaway — meet 
up after the race, still looking pretty fresh.  Twitter
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Sports

BY JACOB SCHNEIDER

The Queens College 
men’s basketball team is off 
to a rough start to the sea-
son, compiling a 1-2 record 
in their first three games.

The Knights had the 
great fortune of having their 
first three games of the sea-
son at home in the Fitzger-
ald Gym but could not take 
advantage of the home-court 
advantage.

Despite a season high 20 
points and 10 rebounds for 
sophomore Isaac Grant, the 
Knights fell to Concordia 
College 100-91 at home Nov. 
18. Grant added two steals 
and a block in his 17 minutes 
off the bench, while senior 
Simon Green contributed 17 
points, five assists and two 
steals. Junior Jordan Curtis 
notched his first career dou-
ble-double for Queens with 
12 points and 10 rebounds.

Freshman Tyrese Cross-
dale had his third consecu-
tive game scoring in double 
figures, the latest coming in 
his first career start after 
previously coming in off the 
bench.

Crossdale hit a pair of 
threes early in the first half 
to give the Knights their 
first and only lead of the 

game as the rest of the way 
was dominated by the Clip-
pers. The 86-74 loss was the 
second consecutive loss for 
the Knights.

The first of those losses 
came three nights prior 
when Queens started off 
slowly and couldn’t over-
come an early double-digit 
deficit when they fell to the 
University of New Haven 
Nov. 15.

Senior guard Tyrone 
Hall led the Knights with 
25 points while shooting 50 
percent from beyond the arc. 
Green, in his season debut, 
had an impressive 19 points, 
six assists, five rebounds 
performance.

The Knights’ loss to the 
Chargers was all the more 
disappointing after a very 
impressive season-opening 
blowout victory over Chest-
nut Hill College Nov. 10.

Hall hit a three to open to 
the scoring for the Knights 
and they never looked back. 
Hall, Crosdale, sophomore 
Kevin Buron and freshman 
Keenan Gorski all scored in 
double figures for Queens.

The Knights’ lead over 
the Griffins never dropped 
below double digits in the 
second half and and they led 

Freshman Tyrese Crossdale recorded his third consecutive game 
scoring in double figures in the Knights’ loss to to New Haven. 

Photo by Robert Cole

BY ROBERT COLE

A stingy Eagle II (Brooklyn) 
defense used penalties, turn-
overs, and a blustery wind to 
stymie the powerful Eagle III 
(Queens) offense during their 
20-6 PSALfootball  quarterfi-
nal bowl victory at Springfield 
Garden High School.

Eagle III’s inability to pass 
the ball into strong winds that 
blew across the field allowed 
Eagle II to crowd the line of 
scrimmage and stop Eagle III 
from running the ball.

After allowing Eagle II to 
gain an early lead at the 8:25 
mark of the first quarter, the 
Eagle III kick return team put 
the offense in good field posi-
tion at their opponent’s 46-
yard line. But they could not 
find a way to take advantage 
of the strong field position and 
punted the ball back to Eagle 
II.

Eagle III had another op-

portunity later in the first 
quarter, though they didn’t 
make it easy on themselves. 

Three consecutive penal-
ties by Eagle III disrupted 
their offense from advanc-
ing the ball down the field. A 
holding penalty erased a 15-
yard run, and a personal foul 
call on the next play moved 
the ball back an additional 
15 yards away. Eagle III put 
themselves in a manageable 
third down situation, but a 
holding penalty moved them 
back once again.

Despite the errors Eagle 
III’s Gary Newman, running 
out of the wildcat formation, 
picked up 40 yards on the 
ground for an improbable first 
down.

Eagle III eventually moved 
the ball down to the 10-yard 
line, but a holding penalty 
pushed them back to the 30. 
Another personal foul call 
moved them back 15 more 

yards, and on a fourth-and-33, 
Dean Parham  broke away for 
a 32-yard run, falling one yard 
short of the first down mark-
er, keeping the score at 6-0 in 
favor of Eagle II.

Early in the second quar-
ter, the wind blew in Eagle 
III’s favor, when on a fourth 
down and in punt formation, 
a strong gust forced an errant 
snap, giving Eagle III another 
prime scoring opportunity, 
this time inside their oppo-
nent’s 10-yard line.  

Eagle III took advantage 
and scored a few plays later 
when Newman found the end 
zone on a five-yard run to tie 
the game at 6-6 with 8:59 left to 
play in the first half.

The wind continued to play 
a prominent role in the game, 
as both teams experienced dif-
ficulty snapping the ball from 
the shotgun formation. A bad 
snap by Eagle III, recovered by 

Adrian Jackson (No. 9) makes a tackle during the PSAL Bowl Division quarterfinal game between Brooklyn’s 
Eagle Acadmey II and Queens’ Eagle Academy III in Springfield Gardens. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 53Continued on Page 53

Knights win opener, 
drop two straight

Playoff heartbreak
Eagle Academy III drops playoff tilt to Brooklyn squad
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The Mets have been ru-
mored to be interested in one 
of, if not the most intriguing 
player expected to be available 
in free agency this winter.

Japanese phenom Shohei 
Ohtani, 23, has been compared 
to Babe Ruth because of his 
two-way skill set. He has the 
potential to be a top-of-the-
rotation pitcher and a middle-
of-the-order bat. Any team who 
signs him would be happy if 
he became just one of those 
things. But what if he could be 
both?

That’s the appeal of some-
one like Ohtani. Usually, the 
Mets would feign interest in 
a player like this — they’ve 
dipped into the Japanese mar-
ket before — but have usually 
been priced out of signing Jap-
anese stars. While they signed 
Kaz Matsui back in 2003, 
they’ve missed out on some 
of the bigger names to come 
to the U.S., including Hideki 
Matsui, Daisuke Matsuzaka, 

Hiroki Kuroda and others. 
But a change in the collec-

tive bargaining agreement has 
brought a sense of parody to 
the race for Ohtani. Because he 
is under 25 years old, Ohtani 
can’t be treated like a regular 
free agent. 

While any team interested 
in negotiating with the prized 

prospect would have to pay his 
Japanese team $20 million for 
the right to do so, he is subject 
to the same rules as other in-
ternational players, meaning 
that teams can only use their 
international bonus money 
to make an offer. With a little 
more than $3.5 million at their 
disposal, the Texas Rangers 

have the most money to offer 
Ohtani, while the Yankees — 
currently viewed as the favor-
ites to land the Japanese star 
— have approximately $3.25 
million available, followed by 
the Twins at $3.245 million. 

The Mets, meanwhile, have 
just $105,000 remaining in their 
bonus pool, which is signifi-

cantly less than the aforemen-
tioned teams. So, why might 
Ohtani choose the Mets?

Well, it is clear that money is 
not Ohtani’s biggest priority. If 
it were, he would wait until he 
turned 25 before coming state-
side, which would allow him to 
be a true free agent and not re-
stricted to such a small bonus.

Reports have circulated 
that Ohtani could be worth a 
$200 million contract. But still, 
he’s choosing to make the jump 
to Major League Baseball now 
rather than wait for a big pay 
day. That keeps the Mets in the 
running. 

And, as General Manager 
Sandy Alderson said, there is 
no reason not to look into sign-
ing the intriguing prospect. 

“I think the only downside 
is creating a false set of expec-
tations among fans that have 
to be tempered,” Alderson said 
before departing the General 
Manager Meetings in Florida 

Mets must make play for Japanese star

The Mets would be foolish not to chase after Japan’s Shohei Otani this winter. AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

Fresh off a record-break-
ing campaign, the St. John’s 
softball program has added 
four names to its roster for 
the 2018 season, 

Head coach Amy Kvilhaug 
and the Johnnies announced 
the signings of Meisha Mur-
ray, Peyton Cody, Anna Frev-
eletti and Kaitlyn Lologo to 
National Letters of Intent 
during early signing period.

 “We have a talented group 
of 2018s committed to play 
for St. John’s next year,” said 
Kvilhaug, who helped guide 
the program to 17 Big East 
wins. “They are passionate 
and proud about joining the 
Red Storm, which has made 
the recruiting process very 
enjoyable with these student-
athletes.”

While none of the four 
incoming players are local, 
each helps bring more depth 
to an already strong team. 

Murray, Cody and Lologo 
hail from California, while 

Freveletti will be coming 
from Illinois. 

Murray’s versatility was 
a big draw for St. John’s. She 
has experience playing sec-
ond base, short stop and cen-
ter field and is an adequate 
defender. She also brings a 
big bat with her. Murray fin-
ished her junior year with a 
.343 batting average, a .412 
on-base percentage, 61 hits, 
62 runs and 25 RBI. 

“We have known about 
Meisha for some time,” Kvil-
haug said. “Our associate 
head coach, Bob Guerriero, 
came across a video a few 
years back. When we saw 
it we were absolutely deter-
mined that we needed her 
speed for our 2018 class, so 
we zeroed in on Meisha. I 
was able to see her play over 
the summer and she certain-
ly did not disappoint. Defen-
sively she just has a nose 
for the ball. She’s a slap for 
power. Meisha can play the 
middle infield and has some 
outfield experience as well.”

While Murray’s versa-
tility attracted St. John’s, 
Cody’s play behind plate 
drew the attention of the 
Red Storm staff.  Cody, who 
also has outfield experience, 
earned freshman of the year 
honors back in 2015. While 
she offers another option be-
hind the plate for St. John’s, 
Kvilhaug noted she may see 
time in the outfield as well. 

“We are fired up about 
Peyton coming on board to 
step into the huge role of 
making an immediate im-
pact on our catching staff,” 
she said. “We are also for-
tunate that she can fill in 
the outfield as well. Peyton 
brings a big bat, great abil-
ity behind the plate, a strong 
desire to be the best, and a 
super winning attitude. She 

has played in an organiza-
tion that is no stranger to 
winning championships, 
and she is looking to bring 
that experience to Queens 
and our softball program.”

Lologo’s primary posi-
tion in high school was sec-
ond base, where she shined 
in the field, taking home 
defensive player of the year 
honors following the 2016-17 
season. But she’s no slouch 
at the dish either. Lologo 
posted a .406 average seven 
triples, six doubles and 12 
stolen bases in her sopho-
more season.

“We first saw Kaitlyn at 
a tournament in Southern 
California, where she caught 
Coach G’s eye,” Kvilhaug 
said. “We hosted her at a clin-
ic later in the year and after 
her performances, it was a 
no-brainer that we wanted 
her to play for us. ... Kaitlyn 
is a fantastic second base-
man who can likely play sev-
eral other positions as well.  

St. John’s softball inks four during early signing period

The St. John’s softabll team announced the signings of (clockwise) Anna 
Freveletti, Kaitlyn Lologo, Peyton Cody and Meisha Murray to National 
Letters of Intent during early signing period.
              Photos courtesy of St. John’s

Continued on Page 53
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She will add speed to our lineup, 
which we feel is a key ingredient to 
winning games at this level.”

Freveletti has experience play-
ing outfield and third base and 
will be bringing a strong bat to 
Queens. She posted a .445 batting 
average and 1.025 OPS in her high 
school career. Freveletti received 
All Area Honorable Mention and 
was selected to the Scout.com’s Na-
tional Team Selection. 

“Anna will provide us with 
speed, power, versatility and the 
desire to play for championships,” 
Kvilhaug said. “She is such an un-
selfish athlete, who we will look 
to mainly in the outfield although 
she can play the infield if need be. 
... She has such an athletic ability 
and I do believe she is going to con-
tinue to grow leaps and bounds. I 

think Anna has a very high ceiling 
to develop into a key contributor at 
this level.”

 Ultimately, Kvilhaug is thrilled 
with the new additions to the pro-
gram and believes the each mem-
ber of the foursome will prove to be 
valuable assets for St. John’s mov-
ing forward. 

“All of our signees fit in won-
derfully with the theme of our pro-
gram which is versatility and un-
selfishness,” Kvilhaug said. “They 
all have the ability to play multiple 
positions very well. It allows us to 
have f lexibility to move athletes 
around in order to put the best nine 
in the lineup at all time. ... Our pro-
gram, staff and players are all very 
excited about their addition to our 
softball family.” 

The Red Storm will begin the 
2018 season in February.

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb by 
e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4539.

by as much as 26 en route to a 78-56 
victory.

Before the start of the regular 

season the Knights took a trip to 
Storrs, Conn., for an exhibition 
game against the University of 
Connecticut.

The Knights didn’t really stand a 
chance against the Huskies falling 
100-43.

last week. “This guy can go to 
any one of 30 teams. ... I don’t 
know that anybody has ruled 
themselves out of the Ohtani 
sweepstakes at this point, so 
I certainly wouldn’t rule our-
selves out at this point.”

With money not expected 
to be the biggest obstacle, 
look for Ohtani to sign with 
a team that will give him a 
chance to both hit and pitch. 
As a National League team, 
the Mets would give Ohtani 
a chance to hit for the Mets 
on the days he pitches. So it 
would come down to whether 
or not the Mets would allow 

him to play the field and gets 
extra at-bats on days he’s not 
on the mound. 

It’s a risky proposition, but 
it’s one that would be worth the 
risk, given Ohtani’s star power. 

Being in New York would 
also open the door for poten-
tial sponsorships. It would 
allow Ohtani to make some 
extra money early in has ca-
reer, which is not something 
that every team — or city — 
could offer. 

It will be interesting to fol-
low the Ohtani sweepstakes 
this winter. No one is quite 
sure what’s on his wish list.

But one thing is for sure: the 
Mets will do everything they 
can to bring Ohtani to Queens. 
It’s too good an opportunity not 
to try to do so. 

Eagle II, led to another touch-
down with 2:26 seconds left, 
giving the Brooklyn squad a 
12-6 halftime lead..

Eagle III continued to 
struggle on the offensive end 
in the second half. 

Backed up near their own 

goal line as a result of a penal-
ty and their inability to move 
the ball on offense, Eagle III’s 
deficit grew to eight when Par-
ham had trouble handling a 
poor snap, which resulted in a 
safety, expanding the Eagle II 
lead to 14-6.

With Eagle III continuing 
to experience difficulty mov-
ing their offense, the Eagle II 
defense continued to tighten 
its grip on the game, shutting 

out Eagle III for the half.
Eagle II scored the game’s 

final points on a touchdown 
run with 15 seconds remain-
ing in the third quarter, 
making the score 20-6, which 
would prove to be the final. 

The loss marks the end of 
the season for Eagle III, while 
Eagle II advances to the semi-
finals, where they will face off 
against No. 1 ranked Lehman 
in the Bronx this weekend. 
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Dean Parham (No. 7) evades an Eagle II defender. Photo by Robert Cole
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sequences.” he said. 
Braunstein said he plans to 

continue to push further legisla-
tion in Albany to protect victims 
of revenge porn throughout the 
state. 

“The non-consensual disclo-
sure of sexually explicit images 
has damaged the lives of count-
less New Yorkers,” he said. 
“This new law will help to curb 
the practice through the imposi-
tion of criminal penalties.”

In April, the city Public Safe-
ty Committee held a hearing to 
formally consider the legisla-
tion, listening to testimony from 
district attorneys, advocates and 

the NYPD, which offered its sup-
port for making revenge porn a 
crime in New York City. 

Prior to the Nov. 16 vote, 
Lancman and Braunstein along 
with victim advocates, law en-
forcement and a revenge porn 
victim held a news conference 
at City Hall to empathized the 
importance of the legislation. 

Eric Rosenbaum, deputy 
chief of the Special Victims Bu-
reau and chief of DNA Prosecu-
tions at the Queens DA’s office, 
said that for years prosecutors 
have been frustrated by gaps 
in the law that left them unable 
to effectively respond to what 
he called a “serious problem 
we have seen with increasing 
regularity.” Rosenbaum said he 
is glad police and prosecutors 

finally have a tool to hold offend-
ers accountable.

“When two people in a 
trusting relationship share 
an intimate image that they 
expect will remain private, it 
is simply wrong when one of 
the parties uses the image to 
inflict devastating financial 
or emotional harm out of spite 
when the relationship ends,” 
he said. “Thanks to the City 
Council’s vote to make it the 
law of New York City, prosecu-
tors across the city hope that 
would-be offenders will now be 
deterred from unlawfully dis-
seminating intimate images 
that were intended to remain 
private.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-

completely implemented.  
“I have worked as a secu-

rity officer at JFK for nine 
years and with my long ex-
perience, I know what to look 
for to keep passengers safe,” 
Saeed Bacchus said. “But 
I’m struggling to support 
my family on this salary and 

without benefits. Few of my 
colleagues stay on the job for 
very long and we could really 
use people with more experi-
ence like me. But as a father 
and grandfather, I know how 
hard it is to make ends meet 
on these wages. That’s why 
we need the Port board to set 
a standard for living wages 
and benefits so that workers 
can support their families, 
stay on the job and make our 

airports safer.”
O’Toole said the airport 

worker’s  comments were 
heart-wrenching and made an 
impact on the board.

“We’re taking all those com-
ments into consideration and 
I suspect we will have a robust 
discussion in the near future 
about the points that were made 
and the requests that were 
made,” O’Toole said.

renewed in 2008 and 2013. He 
said the repeated permit renew-
als led community members to 
wonder why the city continued 
to reissue permits for a home 
that had badly deteriorated. 
Avella also pointed out that 
the home had received 10 DOB 
Environmental Control Board 
violations and has had 16 com-
plaints from the community.

The DOB said inspectors 
had been sent to the property to 
investigate the site as recently 
as three weeks ago and found 
that the scene was secure. The 
agency has issued two viola-
tions to the property owner, one 
for an unpermitted construc-
tion fence that was in poor con-
dition and the other for failing 
to comply with the previously 
issued violations.

DOB first issued a new build-
ing permit at the Whitestone 
property in May 2005 and it was 
renewed several times, having 
last expired in January 2014. 

According to DOB, there are no 
active permits for construction 
at the property and the depart-
ment will continue to monitor 
the site and issue additional en-
forcement actions if necessary.

In the last year alone DOB 
has issued multiple violations 
at the property for issues in-
volving the unpermitted con-
struction fence and the illegal 
storage of vehicles.

This is not the first aban-
doned space Whitestone resi-
dents have fought to be cleared. 
In April Avella demanded that 
the commercial contractor 
using the lot located between 
149-43 and 149-53 24th Ave. as a 
storage site leave. Salvatore Va-
lenza Contractors, Inc., based 
in Whitestone, was accused of 
storing vehicles, construction 
debris and supplies in the lot 
DOB had listed as vacant land. 

Avella said the fact that a 
property can sit idle while in 
a state of construction, with a 
number of violations, and still 
have its permit renewed over 
and over shows a clear derelic-
tion of DOB’s duty to monitor 
these properties. 

A surveillance image 
showed two people, both 
masked with one wearing a 
hooded sweatshirt and the 
other wearing a bomber jacket, 
entering the back of Sterling.

The pharmacist was also 
grateful that his store had a 
metal gate between the phar-
macy section and the rest of 
the store, separating the spot 
where the prescription drugs 
are kept from the cash regis-
ters, where more money and 
assets could have been written 
off as a loss as well.

But four other business 
on the block were also broken 
into around the same time that 
morning.

Two masked intruders en-
tered Asian Fusion and Sushi 
Bar at 38-05 from the back, an 
employee said, and stole $500 
from the drawer before leav-
ing.

A staff member at Massage 
Envy at 38-03 Bell Blvd. said 
there was an attempt at around 
7 a.m. to enter that business, 
but it was ultimately unsuc-
cessful.

According to an employee at 
Oscar Nails at 38-09 Bell Blvd., 
intruders entered through 
the basement and left empty-
handed.

“We don’t have anything,” 
she said, pointing to the shelf 
of nail polish, where the only 

items of value the store pos-
sessed went untouched.

The owner at BB’s Packag-
ing & Shipping at 42-06A Bell 
Blvd. said two people broke in 
through the back door of the 
storefront Sunday. His register 
was not only broken, but $600 
was taken.

“I’ll never leave money here 
again,” he said.

The owner of Paradise Fur-
niture at 42-02 Bell Blvd. said a 
break-in occurred at his busi-
ness, but nothing of significant 
value was taken.

The NYPD confirmed that 
nothing was taken when two 
individuals entered through the 
rear door of H&R Block 42-04 
Bell Blvd Monday around 7 a.m.

One source close to the 
111th Precinct’s command 
said the string of burglaries 
could be connected to a home 
invasion  involving an elderly 
couple in Bayside on Nov. 14.  
Three three suspects forced 
their way into the dwelling at 
214th Place and 29th Avenue, 
roughing up the two inhabit-
ants before robbing them at 
gunpoint. They left with $60 
cash and $2,000 in jewelry.

NYPD’s press office said no 
connection has yet been drawn 
between any of the burglaries 
in Bayside in the past week.

Check timesledger.com for 
updates.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

cess to their homes. I think I 
speak on behalf of the entire 
community when I say that 
the 111th’s work on this mat-
ter, and every other matter, 
is seriously appreciated.”

But the issue is nothing 
new for residents in Bayside 
who live near car dealer-
ships.

Avella and community 
activist Mandingo Tshaka 
called on the city to en-
force a zoning variance at 
an October new conference 
in which they claimed Star 
Nissan in Bayside has been 
ignoring summons  despite 
collecting a series of viola-
tions and fines.

Star Nissan at 206-02 
Northern Blvd. stores well 
above the approved num-
ber of 70 vehicles in its lot, 
while the excess autos which 
do not fit spill out onto resi-
dential, curbside parking on 
45th Road. The license plates 
are removed and the vehicles 
often create an eyesore for 
surrounding residents. The 
variance only allows for 20 
cars to be parked on the lot.

According to Avella, 
eight violations from the 
city  Environmental Control 
Board as well as $28,000 in 
fines have not stopped the 
business from overloading 
the neighborhood with used 
cars awaiting repairs. The 
variance allowing for no 
more than 20 cars expired 
in 2009, Avella said.

“As you can see, this is 
more than 20 cars. It really 
is when you think about it 
—  racism. Would this hap-
pen on the other side of the 
street? No,” Avella said on 
206th Street in front on the 
dealership. “This has been 
going on since I was in the 
City Council, so now well 
over a decade that I’m aware 
of, and why can’t the city do 
something about this?”

Tshaka argued that the 
city was ignoring issues in the 
southern, or predominantly 
black, side of Bayside divided 
by Northern Boulevard. 

Star Nissan is at the 
intersection of Northern 
Boulevard an Clearview Ex-
pressway while Bayside im-
ports is at 202-01 Northern 
Blvd.

“It’s nothing but blatant 
racism. All along 45th Road 
here is residential, but you 

would not know it,” Tshaka 
said. “One-hundred feet 
[from Northern Boulevard] 
to the end of the corner is 
commercial, and from there 
it’s residential. You will not 
find all these car shops on 
the other side of Northern 
Boulevard.”

Tshaka, who is 86, once 
a member of a pop music 
sensation known as the Ink 
Spots, grew up near 206th 
Street. He remembers the 
neighborhood as always be-
ing poor with mainly Pol-
ish, Russian and African-
American residents. The 
area was known as Pollack 
Alley.

As the Oct. 13 news con-
ference progressed, a man 
associated with Star Nissan 
appeared in the periphery to 
stare at the group of report-
ers and residents gathered 
around Tshaka and Avella.

When asked if he was the 
owner of the dealership, he 
declined to offer any com-
ment regarding the allega-
tions. He and other staff 
members began to move the 
vehicles, most of which had 
no license plates, from the 
road and onto the lot once 
with some billowing thick 
clouds of exhaust.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_11-24-17

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Sale
Dates

Nov
Fri.

24
Sat.

25
Nov

Sun.

26
Nov

Mon.

27
Nov

Tues

28
Nov

Wed

29
Nov

Thurs.

30
Nov

$499 $799

96 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable Plus

20 Lb Bag
Parboiled

Mazola
Oil

Urban Meadow 
Rice

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. 

$199

Mott’s
Apple
Juice

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted For Tots Fruit Juice or

2/$5
MIX &

MATCH!

7-8.75 Oz Bag ... Assorted

9-9.25 Oz Bag ... Assorted

8.75-16 Oz Bag ... Assorted

7 8.75.75 Oz  Bag .ggggg .. As

� ��eetos
  Snacks

g

8 75 16 O B AA

� �ritos
  �orn ��ips

ggg

� Rold �old
  Pretzels

2/$5

128 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Drinks or

Arizona
Iced Tea
�allon

7

9

8

7

�
 

8

�
 

�

�� Splas�
Blended
Drinks

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: Vegetable Juice &
Veggie Blends)

2/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.  

Must Buy 2.

$5992/$6

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

16 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Non Dairy Desserts)

Budweiser or
Bud 	i
�t
12 Pack

Ben & Jerry’s
Ice �rea�

With Mail-In Rebate.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

$10.99
- $5.00

$5.99

Original Price

Mail In Rebate

Final Price
After Rebate

5/$4

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

��icken o� t�e Sea
��unk 	i
�t
Tuna

Progresso
Ric� & earty
Soup

18.5-19 Oz Can
Assorted

4/$5 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.  

Must Buy 4.

20 Roll Pack ... 1000 Sheets 
or 30 Roll Pack ... Extra Soft

Scott
Bat�
Tissue

$899

10 Roll Pack
Mega Choose-A-Sizeg

Scott
Paper
Towels

Ar� & a��er
Laundry
Detergent

$599

&
122.5-150 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$299

Deer Park
Spring Water
24 Pack

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

5/$4

12-16 Oz Pkg
Bow Ties, Fideos or
Assorted

Luigi Vitelli
I�ported
Pasta

$299
lb.

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... First Cut

��uck
Steaks

USDA Gov’t Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
��icken
Breasts

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More Family Pack
FFFFFamillililily Pa
3 Lbs or 

$199
lb.

A
�apri Sun
Drinks

60 Fl Oz Pkg
10 Pack ... Assorted
(Excludes: Super V & Organic)

2/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.  

Must Buy 2.

A

ANabisco
�a�ily Size
Snacks

N bi

13-20.6 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Oreos, Ritz or Chips Ahoy!
(Pkgs Marked Family Size Only)

2/$6 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.  

Must Buy 2.

uggies
Snug & Dry
Diapers

 i

21-44 Count Pkg
Jumbo Pack .... Steps 1-6

$799
With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers.  With Club CaCaC rd Lb Cb CCCCCC d LL

   $8.99
- $1.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings Final Price

1
M

SS

T

Karlovacko
Pivo
Beer

16.9 Fl Oz Btl

2/$55555
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

2
P

U
R

Key �ood
Dressing
K � d

16 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

3/$5

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. 

 $12.99
- $2.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

$

$1099
Final Price

YOUR
CHOICE!

69¢
lb.

Grade A Fresh

Perdue
��icken
Quartered 
Legs

$599
lb.

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... T-Bone or

Porter�ouse
Steaks

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

3/$12

Pepsi
or

�anada Dry
12 Pack

P i

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted
Lipton, Mug, Crush, Mtn. Dew,
Hawaiian Punch, Mist Twst, Schweppes or

� d DDDDDD
Assorted ... 7UP, A&W, Squirt,
Sunkist, Country Time or

2/$5

22 Oz Bag ... Potato or
24 Oz Bag ... 100% Whole Wheat

20 Oz Pkg ... Regular or Wheat

11.75-20 Oz Bag 
100% Whole Wheat Stoneground, 
Brick Oven White or Bakery Light: 
Multi Grain or 100% Whole Wheat or
Assorted Sandwich Thins

24 OOOz Bag .... 10. 1 0% Whole Whe

11 71 71 775 205 205 205 20 OOOO BBB

� Stroe��ann
  Dutc� �ountry 
  Bread

20 O0 O0 O OOOOOz Pkzzz g ..g ...... Re. R. R. . . . gulag r or Wheat

� Sara Lee 
  Artesano Bread

20 O0 O0 O0 O PkPkPkz Pkg RRRRe lllgular or WWhWhWhe

Assosorted Sanandwicdwicdwich Thinss

� Arnold Bread

MIX &
MATCH!

Cut From The Leg
Thin Sliced For Scallopini
or Pre-Slicedoror or PPre Se Se Sliced

Veal 
�utlets

$999$$$$
lb.

U
B

P
S

14-28 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Onion Rings or

Restaurant Brand
�renc�
�ries

2/$5

Family PackFamily Pack

Bone-In
Sliced

�enter �ut
Pork
��ops

Family 

$199
lb.

Kaiser
Rolls

16.5 Oz Pkg ... 6 Pack
Plain or Seeded

2/$5

$499
lb. Sliced To Order

10% Water Added

�lenRock
Deli
a�

Low Sodium Store Cut

Kretsc��ar
Turkey 
Breast

S

Maple
�lazed
Donuts

24 Oz Pkg ... 12 Count
Jumbo

2/$5

$699
lb. Sliced To Order

YOUR
CHOICE!

MIX &
MATCH!

2/$6

48 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: All Natural & Gelato)

Turkey ill
Ice �rea�

1
(

B
I

�agen�Dazs
Ice �rea�
Bars

9 Fl Oz Pkg ... 3 Pack
Vanilla Caramel or Tiramisu 
Gelato Bars or Assorted

2/$7

1
1

B
B
1

ungry�Man
Dinners
 M

13.1-16 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Selects or Regular

2/$6

Yellow or White

Boar’s ead
A�erican
��eese

$499
lb. Sliced To Order

$799
lb.

Sliced To Order
½ Lb Of  Each

Boar’s ead
Oven�old
Turkey 
Breast &
Muenster
��eese

COMBO
SALE!

Green Cooking or Yellow 3 Lb Bag
Easy PeelBelinda

Pre�iu�
Bananas

Tropicana
Mandarins

49¢
lb.

Dole
Salads

4/$5

8-14 Oz Bag ... Garden,
Classic, Creamy or Angel Hair Coleslaw or
Shredded: Lettuce, Carrots or Red Cabbage

Red

MIX &
MATCH!

Marie’s
Salad
Dressing

11.5-12 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

$299

ass
Avocados

4/$5

�res�
Blueberries

$299

Dry Pint Cont
Large Full

Dry Pint

$399

Naked
Juice
S�oot�ies

N k d

46 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
Protein or Regular

$599

99¢
lb.

Ro�a
To�atoes

�olden
Pineapples

2/$4

Ripe
�art�bound �ar�
Organic
Salads

5 Oz Clamshell
Assorted

$299

YOUR
CHOICE! Belinda

Organic
Pre�iu�
Bananas

79¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢
lb.

1

�
D


Macaroni
Salad

Coleslaw, Potato or

$199$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$11111111lb.

or

YOUR
CHOICE!

Ye

B
A
�

Best’s
Top Round
�orned Bee�
or
Pastra�i

Sliced To OrderceSliSlice
$699$$$$$$$$$$6666lb.

�

YOUR
CHOICE!

2
2

1
1
B
M
A

2

1

�

A

�

To�ato
Sauce
TTTTo�To�To�To�atoo
29 Oz Can
Regular

SauSauSauSauSauauucececececccc
5/$5

29 O29 O CC

unt’s
To�atoes or
unt’t’s

28 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: Tomato Paste)

MIX &
MATCH!

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.  

Must Buy 5.

Red Delicious
Apples

$499

8 Lb Bag ... NY State
US #1 ... 2 ¼” Minimum

Bare
�ruit
��ips

2.7-3.4 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$299
Less Than 63¢

Per Pound!

5
I

�
�
T

Prego
Pasta
Sauce

14.5-24 Oz Jar
Assorted

3/$5 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.  

Must Buy 3.

59 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Lemonades)

Si�ply
Juice

2/$5

Key �ood
�iant W�ite
Bread

K �
20 Oz Bag

$149

5.3 Oz Cont ... Assorted
Traditional, Fruit On The Bottom
or

Dannon
Lig�t & �it
�reek
Yogurt

10/$5 MIX &
MATCH!

Key �ood
Apple
Juice

64 Fl Oz Btl
Natural or Clear

2/$3

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Kellogg’s
�ereal

2/$5

K ll ’

� 19 Oz Regular Frosted Flakes
� 17 Oz Regular Froot Loops
� 18 Oz Regular Corn Flakes
� 15.5 Oz Cocoa �rispies
� 12 Oz Rice �rispies
� 17 Oz Apple Jacks
� 17.2 Oz Corn Pops

MIX &
MATCH!

$299

11-26.5 Oz Box
Assorted

�nten�ann’s
Donuts

�reen Mountain
K��up
�o��ee

� M t i

12 Ct Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Donut House and
Brew Over Ice)

$699 With Club Card.
Limit 3 Offers.  

24.5-30.6 Oz Cont 
Assorted 
(Excludes: Decaf)

Maxwell 
ouse
�o��ee

$699
With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. 

Maxwell ouse
One �up
�o��ee

M ll 
12 Count Box
Assorted

$699

Pecorino
Ro�ano

Mike’s Deli
�rated
��eese

Mik ’ D li

From Arthur Avenue!
8 Oz Cont
Pecorino or Parmesan

$299

$499
lb. Sold By The Piece


