
BY BILL PARRY
 
The Port Authority agreed to 

provide $55 million towards the 
planned AirTrain to LaGuar-
dia Airport connecting with 

the Willets Point station. The 
money will go towards techni-
cal planning, design and the 
environmental review process.

“The actual alignment is 
still under discussion, but it 

is still going to Willets Point 
and the framework is it would 
be under a half hour from Mid-
town to LaGuardia,” Port Au-
thority Executive Director Rick 
Cotton said Nov. 16 following a 

unanimous vote by board mem-
bers. “The point of phase two 
planning is to finish the analy-
sis and to consider the pros and 
cons of the alignment and to get 
into all the issues that we’re 
raising. We’re working on that 
and all points of view will be 
considered. That’s the point of 
the planning process.”

The Port Authority had al-
ready allocated $20 million 
towards the $1 billion project 
backed by Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo.

“This has to get done right,” 
Port Authority Chairman Kev-
in O’Toole said. “To think there 
isn’t an AirTrain or direct rail 
and we’re the only ones in the 
country (without one) so frank-
ly it’s embarrassing. We’re be-
hind the eight ball and we have 
to move.”

O’Toole grew irritated when 
a reporter asked why there 
were no questions from board 
members after a brief presenta-
tion before voting.

“There’s a lot of discussion 
internally,” O’Toole said. “To 
think we would just willy-nilly 
vote on any expenditures is 
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In a hanger at JFK Airport, Homeland Security shows off some of the the counterfeit goods it has seized this year, 
including this replica of an Academy Award that a Customs and Border Patrol official holds.  Photo by Michael Shain 

AND THE OSCAR GOES TO

BY GINA MARTINEZ

So-called revenge porn is now a 
crime in New York City. 

The City Council voted unani-
mously last week to pass a new bill 
that criminalizes the use of revenge 
porn, which lawmakers defines as 
a 21st century form of sexual as-
sault used to embarrass or humili-
ate victims. 

The legislation, inspired by a 
state bill sponcored byAssembly-
man Edward Braunstein (D-Bay-
side), makes it a misdemeanor of-
fense in New York City to disclose, 
or threaten to disclose, intimate 
images of another person with-
out consent and with the intent to 
cause harm. If convicted, perpetra-
tors can face up to one year in jail, a 
$1,000 fine, or both. 

According to Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D- Hillcrest), the bill 
also creates a civil cause of action 
to provide any person victimized 
by revenge porn with the opportu-
nity to seek compensatory and pu-
nitive damages, injunctive relief, 
and attorneys’ fees. 

New York is the 39th state, plus 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens College has changed its policies regard-
ing student groups recognition following a discrimi-
nation lawsuit filed by a pro-life group. 

According to Alliance Defending Freedom, a 
Christian non-profit advocacy group, Queens College 

Pro-life group settles 
with Queens College

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Haitians who came to the 
United States under a tem-
porary protected status be-
cause of natural disasters in 
their home country will have 
to prepare to leave the United 
States in the next two years 

or face deportation. The De-
partment of  Homeland Se-
curity announced Monday 
that Haitians would have 
18 months to make arrange-
ments before TPS expires for 
them on July 22, 2019.

Former  New York City 
Immigrant Affairs Commis-

sioner Nisha Agarwal said 
there are 22,000 Haitians in 
New York who were allowed 
a short-term stay in the coun-
try and the ones in Queens 
are concentrated in Hollis, 
Jamaica, Cambria Heights, 
Springfield Gardens and St. 
Albans, according to Com-

The Department of Homeland Security 
ends protected status of Haitians.     

Photo  by Lynne Sladky/AP

Council bill 
criminalizes 
revenge porn

LGA AirTrain gets $55 million
Port Authority OKs funding by unanimous vote to help connect LaGuardia to Willets Point
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Haitians lose protected status
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Renovations make historic home unrecognizable
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Work on the historic home 

formerly belonging to federal 
Judge Nicholas Garaufis is 
nearly complete with none of 
the original features of the 
classic 19th century structure 
remaining and complaints 
continuing to mount.

A modern brick structure 
with multiple entrances has 
risen in the place of the large, 
stately home that originally 
belonged  to the Lawrence 
family, who owned an estate 
covering most of what is 
now Bayside and left a legacy 
which preservationists have 
attempted to maintain.

A neighborhood feud 
began in April 2016, led by 
Bonnie Skala Kiladitis, as 
the property was purchased 
and plans for renovation 
were posted on the city Dept. 
of Buildings site by the new 
owner with a permit requir-
ing at least half the original 
structure be retained. Work 
on the four-story house, how-
ever, quickly took a turn for 
the extreme. Within days, the 
home had been reduced to the 
first floor.

“My family has owned 
our house for 75 years. I am 
the fourth generation to live 
here with no intent to sell.

Now I open the front door 
to look at this monstrosity 
across the street. It is such a 
shame to see what replaced 
Judge Garaufis former, his-
toric home,” Kiladitis said. 

“It is not for me to say if I like 
the look of what is now there 
or if it fits in to the neighbor-
hood. There are no laws on 
the style of how you design a 
house you pay for. But to now 
have a neighbor now who has 
blatantly disregarded the law 
time and time again when 
demolishing and rebuilding 
a house is disheartening. 
The driveway is above grade. 
There are occupants living 
there without a Certificate 
of Occupany. What was built 
does not match the filed plans. 
Why even have a Department 
of Buildings if developers can 
and do whatever they want?”

The most recent violation 

on the property shows people 
have been living in the home 
without a certificate of oc-
cupancy for which the DOB 
cited them on Nov. 5.

The home was purchased 
for $1.5 million by a real es-
tate agent from New Jersey 
named Lisa Huang, who said 
it would be occupied only by 
her family.

Huang was baffled by the 
outcry over her renovations 
at the time when neighbors 
began reaching out to the 
BaysideTimes and elected of-
ficials, saying that construc-
tion in Bayside was nothing 
new and her property was no 
exception.

The plans showed there 
would be an extension to the 
front of the house by a few feet.

A stop work order for 218-
15 40th Ave. was issued in 
July 2016 due to the Alt-1 per-
mit being revoked for work 
that exceeded the scope of 
the original plans. The viola-
tions have been dismissed, 
according to a Department of 
Buildings spokesman, and a 
new Alt-1 permit was issued 
in mid-August that took ef-
fect in mid-September of that 
year.

It was not clear why the 
violations were dropped.

A DOB spokesman said 
in August of 2016 the owners 

no longer qualified for an al-
teration permit and would be 
required to apply for a new 
building permit.

The DOB, however, reis-
sued an Alt-1 in this case on 
the basis that the foundations 
were still intact and because 
the building plans had been 
revised and approved for an 
Alt-1, a spokesman from the 
agency said. He pointed out 
that it is at the discretion of a 
plan examiner to determine 
how much of the original 
structure needs to remain to 
call for an Alt-1. 

Another stop work order 
was issued on the property 
by the DOB in July 2017 for 
plumbing, but was rescinded 
in late October.

The land was split with a 
40-by-100-foot plot going up 
for sale, but this parcel is still 
on the market. 

“It infuriates me as to 
how they have bastardized 
that gorgeous house,” Rich-
ard Doyle, a nearby resident, 
said. “You know it really gets 
me, because they know what 
they are doing when they tear 
down too much of a house and 
won’t keep with the plans. I 
get tired of people being able 
to do this and the [DOB] does 
nothing.”

Garaufis’ house is be-
lieved to have been built 
circa 1890 and was the one 
of the personal residences of 
the Lawrence family, influ-
ential members of the early 
Bayside community. A study 

conducted by former Bayside 
Historical Society Treasurer 
Paul Graziano found the 
Lawrence Estate eligible for 
the National and State Reg-
ister of Historic Places. This 
recognition, however, carries 
no protection from demoli-
tion or alteration.

Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) introduced leg-
islation in December 2016 to 
address the “limbo” period be-
tween the issuance of a notice 
to revoke on a construction 
site and the point at which the 
permits are officially revoked, 
during which time property 
owners can push to compltete 
as much work as possible.

“Our community will not 
stand idly on the sidelines 
when homeowners and devel-
opers come into our neighbor-
hoods and deceitfully try to 
circumvent building codes,” 
Vallone said in 2016. “This 
type of blatant disregard 
of building permit require-
ments and deliberate over-
development will never be ac-
cepted in our community.”

Among other elected offi-
cials who fought for stronger 
regulations and oversight 
from the DOB were state As-
semblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) and state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who each reached out to the 
Department of Buildings to 
see that the activity of the 
current owners of the his-
toric property was stopped in 
its tracks

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Vallo Transportation, 

a school bus company, and 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) hosted an anti-
bullying event at JHS 194 in 
Whitestone last week with 
speaker Tom Thelen as part 
of the company’s fifth an-
nual awareness campaign 
known as the “No Bullying 
Zone.”

Thelen, a youth motiva-
tional speaker, author and 
founder of the Victimproof 
Bullying Prevention Pro-

gram, said the younger the 
students are the more likely 
they are to be bullied un-
til they reach high school. 
But teens in the last stage 
of their K-12 career are not 
out of the woods in terms of 
being the object of scrutiny, 
according to Thelen.

“A new study by the U.S. 
Department of Education 
shows that 30 percent of 
sixth-graders experience 
bullying on a regular basis,” 
Thelen said. “And by the 
time they reach 12th grade, 
that number is reduced to 15 

percent, which is still way 
too high. If we’re ever going 
to reduce bullying, we have 
to give kids practical skills 
for how to handle it and how 
to get help.”

Vallone presented a proc-
lamation to the transporta-
tion services company for 
the work they have done to 
not only raise awareness to 
bullying, but to provide re-
sources at www.StopBully-
ing.gov to inform and advise 
the public.

“Bullying in schools has 
been and continues to be a 

serious issue that has dam-
aged, often irrevocably, the 
lives of so many children 
and their families. Aware-
ness and education are criti-
cal tools in addressing the 
issue,” Vallone said.

Nearly 1,000 students 
attended the presentation, 
which coincided with the 
school’s own initiatives 
against bullying.

“As we commemorate 
five years of implementing 
this anti-bullying campaign, 
I’m proud to announce that 
to date we’ve delivered this 

important message to over 
10,000 students and mem-
bers of the community,” said 
Linda DeSabato, president 
of Vallo Transportation. 
“Our plan is to continue 
raising awareness of bully-
ing prevention among stu-
dents, and we will continue 
to partner with the educa-
tion community, elected of-
ficials, law enforcement and 
other groups on outreach 
initiatives.”

Vallo provides school 
bus service to hundreds of 
students throughout Queens 

and Manhattan, but special-
izes in transportation to 
the Bronx High School of 
Science. Schools in Queens 
use Vallo for field trips and 
sporting events, and the 
company traces its roots 
back 50 years. 

Councilman Vallone em-
ploys the services of Vallo 
for the annual fireworks 
show at Fort Totten.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The Bayside house formerly owned by Judge Nicholas Garaufis has been transformed into an unrec-
ognizable structure. Photo by Michael Shain 

Anti-bullying seminar raises awareness in Whitestone
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Menu and Market Prices on line 
JordanLobsterBrooklyn.com 

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

FREE PARKING

3 $39F

1 4 LBS EACH

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

$20
INCLUDES:

1 4

+

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Riaz Talukder, an undoc-
umented Bengali immigrant 
who lives in Jamaica and 
was facing deportation Mon-
day, received a six-month 
reprieve to reseek asylum in 
the United States after nearly 
75 people from immigration 
groups came out to support 
him at a press conference on 
the steps of the Federal Build-
ing in Manhattan. 

“I am happy to be going 
home with my family, and 
with all these people who are 
my family and my communi-
ty who came to support me,” 
Talukder said after a hearing 
in the Federal Building with 
ICE.

About 20 of the supporters 
went so far as to accompany 
Talukder inside the building 
to the meeting where immi-
gration officials were going 
to possibly deport Talukder, 
forcing him to leave behind 
his two American sons who 
are under the age of 16 and 
his cancer-stricken wife, ac-
cording to Lucy Herschel, the 
spokeswoman for Jackson 
Heights Immigration Soli-
darity Network. 

“We got the best possible 
outcome today,” Herschel 
said. “He has to come to Fed-
eral Plaza in six months, but it 
is not the same kind of check-
in where he could possibly 
be detained. He is allowed to 

stay while his motion to re-
open his asylum case works 
its way through court.” 

Talukder, 50, a cab driver 
who has no criminal record 
and has been paying taxes 
during his 36-year stay in the 
United States was brought 
here when he was 13 years old 
by an uncle in 1981, and after 
President Ronald Reagan is-
sued the 1986 Amnesty Law, 
he signed up for it and quali-
fied to stay, according to the 
spokeswoman. 

After visiting Bangladesh 
in the 1990s, he was threat-
ened there by the Jamaat Is-
lami, a fundamentalist party 
in the country, according to 
Talukder. 

Unfortunately, Talukder 
had bad legal representation 
in New York and his immi-
gration paperwork was mixed 
up.  He was issued a deporta-
tion order in 1999, which his 
former lawyers failed to even 
notify him about, according 
to Herschel. 

Talukder was detained for 
seven months in 2010, when 
his elder son, Rafi who was 8 
at the time,  had to be the man 
of the house, according to the 
boy. 

The father of two was later 
released and granted a stay of 
deportation and told that once 
his son was 21, Rafi would be 
able to file for him to become 
a citizen.  In the meantime, 
Talukder  said he checked in 

with ICE annually. 
“This is the ultimate 

nightmare for children,” Her-
schel said. “Someone could 
take your parents away.”

“Hearing your mom cry is 
one thing, but hearing your 
dad cry is another thing,” 
said Rafi, 15. “He’s supposed 
to be hope.”

With the Trump admin-
istration’s tougher stance 
on immigration, Talukder 
was told in October by ICE 
officials at what had be-
come a monthly check-in to 
have a passport and a one-
way ticket back to Bangla-
desh, a country where he 
no longer has relatives, ac-
cording to Herschel.

“Of all his 80 relatives 
who are citizens and green 
card holders [who live in 
the U.S.], he is the only 
who hasn’t gotten status,” 
Herschel said. 

Also at the event sup-
porting him was the Desis 
Rising Up and Moving or-
ganization, a South Asian 
advocacy group with offic-
es in Jackson Heights.

“He is not asking for 
a favor. He has spent 36 
years building this coun-
try, this city, and his com-
munity. This is Riaz’s 
home. And our communi-
ties can come out to sup-
port and defend each oth-
er,” said Kazi Fouzia, the 
director of DRUM. 

Bengali man allowed 
to stay in the U.S.

Riaz Talukder (third from l.) was told by ICE to return to Bangladesh, a country he has not been to for 
36 years, and leave behind his two sons and his wife, who has thyroid cancer. But he has been given a 
six-month reprieve. Facebook
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

NYPD cleans streets of Bayside dealers’ cars
BY MARK HALLUM

 
In a sweeping effort to 

free up parking space and 
rein in car dealerships 
on Northern Boulevard, 
NYPD’s 111th Precinct led 
an aggressive towing cam-
paign against Star Nissan 
and Bayside Imports, both 
known for using public 
parking on neighboring 
residential streets for long-
term storage of vehicles.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said the over-
night police action was in 
response to requests from 
his office for action on the 
parking practice, which he 
has rallied against in re-
cent weeks.

“I want to thank the 
111th Precinct for their 
phenomenal work the oth-
er night in putting a stop 
to this dealership’s incon-
siderate and illegal prac-
tice of parking unlicensed 
vehicles on public streets,” 
Avella said. “As we can all 
attest, parking around the 

city is becoming more and 
more scarce and the last 
thing residents need is un-
licensed vehicles illegally 
taking up precious space 
that could be used by se-
niors to have an easier ac-
cess to their homes. I think 
I speak on behalf of the 
entire community when 
I say that the 111th’s work 
on this matter, and every 
other matter, is seriously 
appreciated.”

But the issue is nothing 
new for residents in Bay-
side who live near car deal-
erships.

Avella and community 
activist Mandingo Tshaka 
called on the city to en-
force a zoning variance at 
an October new conference 
in which they claimed Star 
Nissan in Bayside has been 
ignoring summons  despite 
collecting a series of viola-
tions and fines.

Star Nissan at 206-02 
Northern Blvd. stores well 
above the approved num-
ber of 70 vehicles in its 

lot, while the excess autos 
which do not fit spill out 
onto residential, curbside 
parking on 45th Road. The 
license plates are removed 
and the vehicles often cre-
ate an eyesore for surround-
ing residents. The variance 
only allows for 20 cars to be 
parked on the lot.

According to Avella, 
eight violations from the 
city  Environmental Control 
Board as well as $28,000 in 
fines have not stopped the 

business from overload-
ing the neighborhood with 
used cars awaiting repairs. 
The variance allowing for 
no more than 20 cars ex-
pired in 2009, Avella said.

“As you can see, this is 
more than 20 cars. It really 
is when you think about it 
—  racism. Would this hap-
pen on the other side of the 
street? No,” Avella said on 
206th Street in front on 
the dealership. “This has 
been going on since I was 

in the City Council, so now 
well over a decade that I’m 
aware of, and why can’t the 
city do something about 
this?”

Tshaka argued that the 
city was ignoring issues in 
the southern, or predomi-
nantly black, side of Bay-
side divided by Northern 
Boulevard. 

Star Nissan is at the inter-
section of Northern Boule-
vard an Clearview Express-
way while Bayside imports 
is at 202-01 Northern Blvd.

“It’s nothing but blatant 
racism. All along 45th Road 
here is residential, but you 
would not know it,” Tshaka 
said. “One-hundred feet 
[from Northern Boulevard] 
to the end of the corner 
is commercial, and from 
there it’s residential. You 
will not find all these car 
shops on the other side of 
Northern Boulevard.”

Tshaka, who is 86, once 
a member of a pop music 
sensation known as the Ink 
Spots, grew up near 206th 

Street. He remembers the 
neighborhood as always be-
ing poor with mainly Pol-
ish, Russian and African-
American residents. The 
area was known as Pollack 
Alley.

As the Oct. 13 news con-
ference progressed, a man 
associated with Star Nis-
san appeared in the periph-
ery to stare at the group 
of reporters and residents 
gathered around Tshaka 
and Avella.

When asked if he was 
the owner of the dealer-
ship, he declined to offer 
any comment regarding 
the allegations. He and 
other staff members began 
to move the vehicles, most 
of which had no license 
plates, from the road and 
onto the lot once with some 
billowing thick clouds of 
exhaust.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

The 111th Precinct swept the streets of Bayside with tow trucks to 
reign in overuse of street parking by dealerships.
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Forum publisher indicted
Pat Adams charged with witness tampering, obstruction of justice

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Patricia Adams, the 
publisher of the The Fo-
rum newspaper in Howard 
Beach, was  indicted Nov. 15 
on four charges of witness 
tampering and obstruction 
of justice, according to a 
spokesman for the Brooklyn 
federal court. 

Adams was arrested Aug. 
16 for allegedly threatening 
to use her community news-
paper to publicly humiliate 
an alleged sexual assault 
victim of a possible associate 
of the Bonnano crime family 
whom the publisher had al-
legedly hoped to go into busi-
ness with, according to Spe-
cial Agent Andrew Campbell 
of the FBI. 

Her paper produces 
stories for Howard Beach, 
Ozone Park, Broad Channel, 
Richmond Hill and Wood-
haven. 

Adams will be arraigned 
on or before Nov. 22 and has 
a court-ordered meeting be-
fore Judge Kiyo Matsumoto. 
If found guilty of witness 
tampering she faces 20 years 
in prison. 

She  was in plea negotia-
tions as far back as October, 
but for undisclosed reasons 
it fell a part, according to a 
spokesman for the court. 

While she was negotiat-
ing a deal deli owner Rob-
ert Pisani, the alleged Bon-
nanno crime associate who 
owns  the All American Deli 
in Howard Beach, was going 
to Brooklyn federal court 

for operating an illegal gam-
bling business. He was also 
going to Queens Criminal 
Court for forcibly touching 
the alleged victim who was 
an employee of his, accord-
ing to indictments.

Adams frequented the 
Bonnanno crime family’s 
 social club in Ozone Park, 
where guests would wa-
ger money on card games 
and sports bets, according 
to Campbell. In 2014, her 
gambling landed her under 
a mountain of debt to the 
crime family and she alleg-
edly tried to seek Pisani’s 
help with a restaurant ven-
ture, the agent said. 

“Adams owed money to 
individuals associated with 
the Bonanno family,” Camp-
bell said. “Her gambling hab-
its resulted in losses of up to 
$1,500 per week from sports 
betting and card games con-
trolled by the Bonnanno 
family.”

Pisani was arraigned 
March 28 on racketeering, 
operating illegal gambling 
businesses, and debt extor-
tion, according to a crimi-
nal complaint from the fed-
eral court. Prior to Adams’ 
alleged witness tampering, 
Pisani was released on 
$500,000 bond co-signed by 
his wife for the racketeer-

ing charge, as well the for-
feiture of two properties 
and he was allowed to be 
under home confinement 
and work at two stores he 
operated. 

When Pisani was ar-
raigned May 4 on forcible 
touching charges, he violat-
ed the term of his bail, and 
he was suspected of persuad-
ing Adams to stop the al-
leged victim from testifying 
before a May 16 bail revoca-
tion hearing, according to 
the FBI. 

The victim’s father noti-
fied authorities about Adams 
allegedly trying to humili-
ate his daughter through 
The Forum, Campbell said. 
Adams had requested the 
father’s presence at a Star-
bucks, where she threatened 
the victim for 2 ½ hours, and 
he recorded the May 14 con-
versation, Campbell said. 

“I’m going to hurt her,” 
Adams said in the recording. 
“It’s not going to be good for 
her publicly.”

“[The assault case] only 
matters once she crosses 
the threshold and signs the 
paper that says she is going 
through with it,” Adams said 
on the recording. “They’re 
going to shred her like they 
put her through a Cuisi-
nart.”

Adams was on home de-
tention, out on a $150,000 
bond, forced to wear an 
ankle bracelet and had her 
home put up as part of a bail 
package, according to the 
federal court. 

Pat Adams, the publisher of Queens-based newspaper The Forum, 
was recently indicted on witness tampering charges.  

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Wills plans to sue 
city over Rikers stay

BY NAEISHA ROSE 

Convicted former Coun-
cilman Ruben Wills (D-Ja-
maica), who pleaded guilty to 
filing a false disclosure with 
the city’s Conflict of Interest 
Board Nov. 14, is also pursu-
ing a lawsuit against the city 
for $10 million. 

Wills admitted he know-
ingly filed a false annual 
financial disclosure report 
with the board and inten-
tionally failed to disclose 
personal loans made to him 
in 2012, according to state At-
torney General Eric Schnei-
derman. 

It is an ethics violation to 
conceal financial dealings 
as a public servant required 
to file a financial disclosure 
form.

This class A misdemeanor 
comes just three months after 
Wills was found guilty of five 
felony counts for stealing pub-
lic funds from the New York 
State Office of Children and 
Family Services and the New 
York City Campaign Finance 
Board, crimes for which he 
was sentenced to two to six 
years in prison.

“New Yorkers trust that 
their elected officials will 
serve with integrity. Again 
and again, Ruben Wills 
violated that trust – steal-
ing taxpayer dollars to line 
his own pockets and filing 
false documents to hide his 
financial dealings,” Sch-
neiderman said. “No public 
servant is above the law, and 
we’ll continue to root out and 
prosecute public corruption 

across New York.”
Not only is Wills already 

serving time for his prior 
crimes, but he also has to pay 
$35,000 in restitution and 
fines, according to Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli. 

During his stay in prison 
at Rikers Island over the 
summer on the grand lar-
ceny charges, Wills claimed 
to have been mistreated and 
denied medical care for a 
chronic condition due to a 
botched surgery from a year 
and a half ago, according to 
his lawyer, Natraj Bhushan.

Bhushan said that for 
days Wills did not receive 
proper treatment, because 
the staff did not have his 
medical records on file to 
meet his medical needs. His 
lawyer also says that Wills 
was not in the proper unit 
for someone with a chronic 
condition. 

“You’d notice that during 
his trial [for grand larceny], 
the judge allowed him to sit 
on a special cushion, because 
due to a botched surgery 
the lower half of his body is 
permanently, partially dis-
abled,” Bhushan said. “He 
had atrophy and nerve dam-
age, and it really affected his 
ability to tend to his constitu-
ents for a year and a half.”

According to Bhushan, 
the pain medicine that Wills 
is on has side effects, which 
could affect his psyche, and 
during his stay at Rikers he 
did not get placed in a unit 
where he could have psycho-
logical treatment that was 
ordered in a court directive. 



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, N
OV. 26, 2017

7

         Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman • Michael W. Michel, President • Geri Martinez, Principal 
                                     68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379    
                                              (718)366-7400           WWW.CTKNY.ORG 
 

 

Christmas Season Events 
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  Friday, December 1st 6:00PM-8:00PM                        

Annual Christmas Tree Lighting                                                

Bring your camera and take a picture with Santa  
Hot Chocolate and Cookies & bouncy houses indoors  

Sing along with the CK Chorus 

 

Saturday, December 2nd  8:30AM-1:30 PM                    
CK Kids Annual Christmas Party                       

Let us help you with your Christmas To Do list  
While you prepare for Christmas   

your children can enjoy some Christmas fun! 

Saturday, December 2nd 8:00PM                   
and                                        

Sunday, December 3rd 2:00PM                                                   

CK Musical Theatre’s Greatest Hits 
Featuring favorite songs from CK productions 

Tickets available at www.showtix4u.com 

Tuesday, December 19th 8:30AM-2:00PM 
Annual Christmas Blood Drive 

Walk-ins welcome 
Give the best gift of all  - Life! 

One pint of blood can save three people 
 
 

at 

Queens World fi lm fest launches new donor site
BY BILL PARRY

The Jackson Heights 
husband-and-wife team 
that created the Queens 
World Film Festival are 
preparing for the sev-
enth annual event in 
March which will screen 
more than 130 films from 
25 countries, during a 
five night run. 

Katha and Don Cato 
are asking the public’s 
support for the festival, 
as well as their year-
round programming, so 
they are doing a year-
end appeal in the form of 
a donor site Flip Cause 
which they will launch 
on Giving Tuesday, Nov. 
28.

Supporters can go to 
the Donation page on the 
organization’s website at 
w w w.queensworld f i l m-
f e s t i v a l . c o m /d o n a t e / 
and click the red button 
which will take you to 
the Flip Cause page. Do-
nors will then be asked 

to select a level of giv-
ing.

“We are raising money 
to keep our year-round 
programs free -- includ-
ing work with youth, 
free screenings for se-
niors at their centers, 
free screenings at com-
munity centers, parks 
and schools,” QWFF Ex-
ecutive Director Katha 
Cato said. “The annual 
festival is certainly the 
crown jewel and we do 
everything we can to 
keep the ticket prices 
low and pack the biggest 
bang into every screen-
ing, however the rest of 
the year we are provid-
ing other opportunities 
for filmmakers and film 
lovers to come together. 
All of those programs 
require funding and we 
are hoping the communi-
ty sees the value of those 
programs continue.”

QWFF also hosts 
interns from Queens 
College, LaGuardia 

Community College, 
Renaissance Charter 
School and the Frank 
Sinatra High School for 

the Performing Arts.
“These young people 

come from all over the 
world, the Philippines, 

Indonesia, Nepal, Puerto 
Rico, Colombia, France 
and Nicaragua and 
more,” Cato said. “It is 
such an honor to provide 
them with professional 
training and many have 
gone on to work in the in-
dustry, make their own 
films or go on to work 
in other fields equally 
prepared to assume re-
sponsibility in the work-
place.”

Not only is the festival 
popular with film lovers, 
its reputation is growing 
internationally, and the 
Cato’s want to keep mo-
mentum growing.

“Film Freeway, one 
of the two big platforms 
that filmmakers use to 
submit to festivals, in-
formed us that for the 
third month in a row, we 
have been rated in the 
top 2 percent out of over 
5,000 festivals world-
wide by filmmakers,” 
Cato said. “That means 
so much to us because 

we have been rated very 
highly on communica-
tion, programming and 
attendance. That means 
all of the time we devote 
to creating a supportive 
environment, encourag-
ing filmmakers from all 
over the world to come 
here and screen their 
films here, has paid off.”

The Queens World 
Film Festival made 
P a s t e m a g a z i n e . c o m ’s 
list of eight Best Destina-
tion Film Festivals. The 
Hamptons Film Festival 
was the only New York 
festival on the list.

“From time to time it 
is a bit of a white knuck-
le ride and as good as 
this festival has been for 
many people there are 
times we need help from 
the community we are 
serving,” Cato said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Don and Katha Cato are launching a year-end fund-raising effort 
to support the 7th annual Queens World Film Festval in March. 

Photo courtesy the Catos
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8 Maloney wants ERA

and Fearless Girl, too
BY BILL PARRY

 
As the body count of fa-

mous men accused of sexual 
harassment grows on a daily 
basis, U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) believes the 
time is right to pass the feder-
al Equal Rights Amendment 
as a commitment to equality 
for women and a tool to fight 
discriminatory laws. 

As part of this push, Malo-
ney released a letter to Mayor 
Bill de Blasio last week that 
calls on him to keep the Fear-
less Girl statue right where it 
is — in front of the Charging 
Bull statue in Bowling Green 
Park — until the ERA is rati-
fied as an amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, guarantee-
ing equal rights for women.

“The women of this coun-
try are speaking up like nev-
er before and declaring that 
we are tired of being treated 
as second-class citizens,” 
Maloney said. “With more 
and more women sharing 
stories of being sexually as-
saulted or harassed, now is 
the time to pass the ERA. By 
amending the Constitution to 
make the simple, but power-
ful, declaration that men and 
women are equals, we will 
be sending a clear message 
that the days of discrimina-
tion against women are over, 
while also protecting women 
against discriminatory laws. 
“The Fearless Girl has been 
an important part of inspir-
ing women to speak out and I 
believe she should stay where 
she is until we add the ERA to 
the constitution.”

The ERA is a proposed 
amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution to guarantee equal 
rights regardless of sex, origi-
nally introduced in Congress 
in 1923. It gained support dur-
ing the women’s rights move-
ment of the 1960 and by 1977 
the amendment was ratified 
by 35 of the 38 states needed 
before Phyllis Schlafly mobi-
lized conservative women in 
opposition.

In 2017, Maloney intro-
duced the ERA for the 10th 
time in her Congressional 
career. Last Friday Maloney 
was joined by New York Lt. 
Gov. Kathy Hochul, the ERA 
Coalition, women’s rights 
advocates and the CEO of the 

Girl Scouts of greater New 
York alongside the Fearless 
Girl `statue as the 100th anni-
versary of suffrage for women 
in New York approaches.

“Not only is New York 
the birthplace of women’s 
rights, but it is also the home 
of continued advancement 
of women’s rights,” Hochul 
said. “Whether we are talk-
ing about equal pay or free-
dom from harassment, New 
York is standing up and say-
ing we will no longer accept 
the status quo. True equality 
requires a culture shift and 
New York’s women are pre-
pared to step forward and de-
mand the equal treatment we 
have been denied for far too 
many years.”

An ERA would put women 
on equal footing in the legal 
systems of all 50 states, par-
ticularly where women have 
been treated as second-class 
citizens, including in cases of 
public education, divorce, child 
custody, domestic violence, 
and sexual assault. Meredith 
Maskara, 44, a Sunnyside resi-
dent and mother of five daugh-
ters and the CEO of the Girl 
Scouts of Greater New York, 
agrees with Maloney that the 
time is right for the ERA, and 
that the Fearless Girl statue, 
herself an honorary Girl Scout, 
remain in place.

“For more than 100 years, 
the Girl Scouts has been the 
leading organization equip-
ping girls and women with 
the tools and confidence they 
need to advocate for them-
selves and others, through or 
by girls, for girls approach,” 
Maskara said. “While women 
and girl leaders are creating 
great change in their com-
munities and across multiple 
sectors, the fight for true gen-
der equality is far from over. 
The Equal Rights Amend-
ment is a necessary step in 
the long road towards equal 
treatment for all, and we are 
honored to stand beside Rep-
resentative Carolyn Maloney 
as she continues this essen-
tial fight.”

Maskara helped create 
Girl Scout Troop 6000 last 
spring, the first of its kind in 
New York City reserved only 
for homeless girls. It is based 
in the Sleep Inn Hotel in Long 
Island City.

BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

The Commission on In-
dependent Colleges and Uni-
versities reported that 30 
private colleges and univer-
sities in New York have ex-
perienced a drop in enroll-
ment rates this fall, the first 
semester that qualifying 
students at New York’s city 
and state colleges received 
free tuition under the Excel-
sior Scholarhip program.

Exelsior Scholarships 
cover the full cost of tuition 
for for students who are resi-
dents of New York, attending 
public and state colleges and 
living in households with 
yearly incomes of less than 
$100,000. The program was 
rolled out this fall as the first 
step in a three-phase plan to 
expand through 2019. 

On Nov. 14, the CICU re-
leased the report, “Fall 2017 
Enrollment and Workforce 
Trends at New York’s Pri-
vate, Not-For-Profit Colleges 
and Universities,” which 
included survey results 
from 80 independent insti-
tutions of higher education 
across New York. The report 
tracked a decline in enroll-
ment rates between fall 2016 
and fall 2017. This follows 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s an-
nouncement of the Excelsior 
Scholarhips in January and 
state Legislature approval 
in April. 

The drop in enrollment 
supported the CICU’s fore-
cast in March that private 
colleges with students 
primarily from New York 
would see a strong decline 
in new students.

On Oct. 1, the governor’s 
office announced that about 
53 percent of full-time stu-
dents in the state’s public 
institutions were attending 
school tuition-free due to 
Excelsior scholarships and 
other government aid. The 
goal of the free-tuition schol-
arships is to make educa-
tion accessible to students in 
the lower and lower-middle 
classes.  

“Our first-in-the-nation 
Excelsior Scholarship is de-
signed so more New Yorkers 
go to college tuition-free and 
receive the education they 

deserve to reach their full 
potential,” Cuomo said Oct. 
1.

Although the CICU’s 
report does not directly 
mention Excelsior Scholar-
ships, it documents negative 
enrollment and financial 
trends in private institu-
tions after the scholarships 
went into effect. Of the 80 
private, nonprofit insti-
tutions surveyed by the 
CICU, 48 have a 65 percent 
majority of residents from 
New York who are enrolled 
in undergraduate studies. 
These 48 institutions lost 6 
percent of their workforce 
in the 2016-17 academic year, 
amounting to 1,535 jobs. The 
CICU report estimates 1,700 
more jobs have been lost 
statewide as an indirect re-
sult of the work force reduc-
tions at private colleges and 
universities.

As a solution for private 
colleges and universities, 
lawmakers also included 
$19 million in the state’s 
budget for Enhanced Tu-
ition Awards for the 2017-18 
school year. This amount 
was significantly less than 
the $86 million chunk of 
the state’s budget set aside 
for Excelsior Scholarships. 

Through the ETA program, 
which includes Tuition As-
sistance Program aid and a 
matching grant from private 
colleges, students can access 
up to $6,000 in financial aid. 
New York undergraduates 
in households earning less 
than $100,000 annually are 
eligible for the ETA pro-
gram.

Both Excelsior Scholar-
ships and aid offered by the 
ETA program come with 
stipulations: Recipients 
must remain in New York 
after graduation for the 
same number of years they 
received the scholarships. If 
not, the awards default into 
loans.

Excelsior Scholarships 
have allowed over 2,000 stu-
dents at public colleges and 
universities in Queens to re-
ceive full and partial tuition 
scholarships, according to 
Elizabeth Bibi, the deputy 
director of media relations 
at the governor’s office. The 
state aid is applauded by 
SUNY and CUNY school lead-
ership. 

“We look forward to 
growing this innovative 
program and bringing even 
more students to SUNY 
tuition-free as eligibility 

increases over the next two 
years,” Kristina Johnson, 
chancellor of SUNY, said 
last month.

Vaughn College of Aero-
nautics and Technology, 
located in Elmhurst, par-
ticipated in the survey and 
is one of the 48 schools with 
a New-York majority under-
graduate population. The 
college experienced a 2.4 
percent drop in enrollment 
from fall 2016 to fall 2017, ac-
cording to Sharon DeVivo, 
Vaughn’s president.

Applications for the 
ETA program opened in 
June and closed in late Au-
gust, but students already 
three months into their 
school year at Vaughn’s 
have not received their 
ETA awards.

 “We have roughly 70 stu-
dents who applied but still 
have not received any noti-
fication from HESC (New 
York’s Higher Education 
Services Corporation) about 
who actually received the 
award,” DeVivo said. 

She said Vaughn felt the 
drop in enrollment most 
deeply in its associate of 
applied science degree pro-
grams and in the decrease 
in students transferring 
into its Bachelor of Science 
degree programs.

St. John’s University in 
Jamaica, the second largest 
Catholic university in the 
country, has seen an approx-
imate 4 percent decline in 
freshman enrollment from 
fall 2016 to fall 2017. 

“We communicated and 
met all the program dead-
lines for ETA to our students, 
and now we’re waiting on 
New York state to process 
the applications,” Jennifer 
Tucholski, a member of the 
university’s Marketing and 
Communications depart-
ment, said.

As a member of the 
CICU, St. John’s also par-
ticipated in the survey as 
one of the 48 universities 
with a majority New-York-
resident student body. Tu-
cholski said transfer stu-
dent rates have remained 
static since the Excelsior 
Scholarship and ETA pro-
grams took effect.

The CICU reported a decline in enrollment rates and job loss at private 
colleges and universities in New York, following the first year Excelsior 
Scholarships provided free tuition for qualifying students at state and 
public institutions. Illustration by Annabelle Blair

The excelsior effect
 Enrollment rates on the decline at private colleges, universities
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                        

MON. NOV. 27th

QUEENS
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

WED. NOV. 29th

QUEENS
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

THUR. NOV. 30th

QUEENS
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Saturday, December 5  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 6  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 12  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 13  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 19 10:00 am – 5:00 pm

Santa & Elf
Saturday, December 2 10am – 5pm

Sunday, December 3  10am – 5pm

Saturday, December 9  10am – 5pm

Sunday, December 10  10am – 5pm

Saturday, December 16  10am – 5pm

Sunday, December 17  10am – 5pm

Menorah Lighting
Sunday, December 17  6pm
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July 19, 2015
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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probably a wildly inaccurate 
characterization.”

The Port Authority board 
also heard from several air-
port workers demanding bet-
ter pay and safety at LaGuar-
dia and JFK International 
airports.

“The Port Authority board 
should be setting the stan-
dard to ensure all subcon-
tractors pay living wages and 
benefits that will help make 
our airports safer and run 
smoother and faster for pas-
sengers,” 32BJ President Hec-
tor Figueroa said. “With good 
jobs that help workers stay in 
their jobs longer and training 
so they know how to prevent 
and react to emergencies, we 
can make NYC-area airports 
more secure, more efficient 
and more pleasant for the mil-
lions of passengers that pass 
through them each year.”

The Port Authority prom-
ised a better wage and benefits 
plan for the 40,000 contracted 
 airport workers in 2014 and 
while progress has been made, 
it has not been completely im-
plemented.  

“I have worked as a secu-
rity officer at JFK for nine 
years and with my long ex-
perience, I know what to look 
for to keep passengers safe,” 
Saeed Bacchus said. “But 
I’m struggling to support 
my family on this salary and 
without benefits. Few of my 
colleagues stay on the job for 
very long and we could really 
use people with more experi-
ence like me. But as a father 
and grandfather, I know how 
hard it is to make ends meet 
on these wages. That’s why 
we need the Port board to set 
a standard for living wages 
and benefits so that workers 
can support their families, 
stay on the job and make our 
airports safer.”

O’Toole said the airport 
worker’s  comments were 
heart-wrenching and made an 
impact on the board.

“We’re taking all those com-
ments into consideration and I 
suspect we will have a robust 
discussion in the near future 
about the points that were 
made and the requests that 
were made,” O’Toole said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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Had TPS not been extended for 
the nearly 60,000 Haitians living 
here under that designation, many 
would have had to prepare to leave 
the country by Jan. 22, 2018, accord-
ing to Homeland Security. 

“Ending TPS is senseless and 
cruel,” said state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans). “Many of these indi-
viduals have been living in the U.S. 
for more than 10 years. To send them 
back to a countries are recovering 
from natural disasters and weak 
economies would devastate count-
less families in the U.S. and abroad. 
The president’s decision benefits no 
one. It is mean-spirited, harmful po-
litical posturing.” 

 Nicaragua lost its TPS protec-
tion last month and Homeland Se-
curity was expected to announce a 
decision on the program in El Salva-
dor soon. Sudan, Syria and Yemen 
are among the other countries cov-
ered by TPS.

Haitians were granted TPS in 
the United States after a devastating 
7.0 magnitude earthquake ravaged 
the western portion of the island on 
Jan. 12, 2010.

DHS’s argument  for sending 
Haitians back to the island is based 

on recommendations from the State 
Department that conditions have 
improved enough to allow the TPS 
designees to return home. 

Humanitarians have many con-
cerns about sending anyone back 
to the Caribbean country, however, 
which is the poorest nation in the 
Americas, according to the World 
Bank Group. As of 2014, Haiti has a 
gross domestic product per capita of 
$846.

Over the course of seven years 
after the quake, the island has 
been slow to recover, especially 
after taking another hit from 
Hurricane Matthew in 2016 in the 
southern portion of the country, 
according to reliefweb.int, which  
follows humanitarian efforts on a 
global scale. 

A cholera outbreak produced 
21,000 cases after the quake, but 
7,626 still are afflicted by the 
disease, according to UNICEF. 
There are 3.2 million people on 
the island in need of humanitar-
ian assistance, 12,000 of whom are 
children who are considered vul-
nerable and 1.4 million who need 
help with water, sanitation and 
hygiene. 

“This is another dark day un-
der the Trump administration. 
The White House’s decision to end 
TPS for 50,000 Haitians on the eve 
of Thanksgiving is a cold affront to 

their families, including the 8,000 
children in NYC with a parent who 
is protected under this policy,” ac-
cording to the Acting Immigrant Af-
fairs Commissioner Bitta Mostofi. 
“They have taken root in our com-
munities, participated in civic life 
and contributed to our economies.”

Haitians contributed $280 mil-
lion in GDP and $42 million to Medi-
care and Social Security, according 
to Agarwal.

“New York City will continue to 
fight this decision and push for a leg-
islative solution in Congress. Any 
New Yorker with immigration legal 
questions can call 311 and ask for 
ActionNYC to be connected to free, 
confidential help,” Mostofi said. 

Allies of Haiti like Haitian 
Americans United for Progress, 
the New York Immigration Coali-
tion, Make the Roady NY, unions 
32BJ SEIU and SEIU 1199, and 
some electeds believe sending 
nearly 60,000 people back to the 
island, which is still in a precari-
ous state, would set off another 
disaster, according to Carolina 
Gonzalez, a spokeswoman for the 
groups who held a rally Tuesday 
in Manhattan after the decision 
was made. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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the District of Columbia, to current-
ly have laws specifically targeted at 
combatting this practice. Neither 
New York state nor New York City 
had laws on the books to protect 
New Yorkers or hold perpetrators 
accountable.

Lancman said that for too long 
laws failed to keep up with evolv-
ing technology and left victims of 
revenge porn unable to seek justice 
and hold perpetrators accountable.

“Criminalizing revenge porn 
will ensure New Yorkers are pro-
tected and those who take part in 
this despicable conduct will face se-
rious consequences.” he said. 

Braunstein said he plans to con-
tinue to push further legislation 
in Albany to protect victims of re-
venge porn throughout the state. 

“The non-consensual disclo-
sure of sexually explicit images 
has damaged the lives of countless 
New Yorkers,” he said. “This new 
law will help to curb the practice 
through the imposition of criminal 
penalties.”

In April, the city Public Safety 
Committee held a hearing to formal-
ly consider the legislation, listening 
to testimony from district attorneys, 
advocates and the NYPD, which of-

fered its support for making revenge 
porn a crime in New York City. 

Prior to the Nov. 16 vote, Lanc-
man and Braunstein along with 
victim advocates, law enforcement 
and a revenge porn victim held 
a news conference at City Hall to 
empathized the importance of the 
legislation. 

Eric Rosenbaum, deputy chief 
of the Special Victims Bureau and 
chief of DNA Prosecutions at the 
Queens DA’s office, said that for 
years prosecutors have been frus-
trated by gaps in the law that left 
them unable to effectively respond 
to what he called a “serious prob-
lem we have seen with increasing 
regularity.” Rosenbaum said he is 
glad police and prosecutors finally 
have a tool to hold offenders ac-
countable.

“When two people in a trusting 
relationship share an intimate im-
age that they expect will remain pri-
vate, it is simply wrong when one of 
the parties uses the image to inflict 
devastating financial or emotional 
harm out of spite when the relation-
ship ends,” he said. “Thanks to the 
City Council’s vote to make it the 
law of New York City, prosecutors 
across the city hope that would-be 
offenders will now be deterred from 
unlawfully disseminating intimate 
images that were intended to re-
main private.”

Continued from Page 1 
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settled and agreed to change poli-
cies that led to “unconstitutional 
discrimination” against a pro-life 
group called “Students for Life”

Students for Life of America is 
one of the nation’s most active pro-
life organizations and the largest 
youth pro-life organization. The or-
ganization provides training to col-
lege, high school, medical, and law 
school students across the country 
to “stand for life” on their campuses.

The Queens College Students for 
Life v. Members of the City Univer-
sity of New York Board of Trustees 
suit was filed in January and settled 
earlier this week.  

According to ADF, last fall 
Queens College Students for Life 
and other campus groups applied 
for “registered” status in an attempt 
to join more than 100 other student 
organizations that are allowed 
to reserve meeting space, invite 
speakers, and receive funding from 
mandatory student activity fees. 
ADF said school officials delayed 
and then rejected Students for Life’s 
application without explanation but 
approved the applications of at least 
two other groups immediately.

ADF said that after its attorneys 
filed suit in the federal court in 

Brooklyn, Queens College decided 
to recognize the group but did not 
revise any policies. The school 
has since changed course and has 
agreed to revise its student orga-
nization recognition and funding 
policies to prevent discrimination 
based on a club’s beliefs. 

ADF Legal Counsel Caleb Dal-
ton commended Queens College 
for doing the right thing by their 
students.

“When public universities un-
constitutionally favor some student 
groups over others based upon their 
views, they act in direct contradic-
tion to their role as the ‘marketplace 
of ideas’,” he said. “These revisions 
will ensure that no clubs are denied 
meeting space, funding and other 
benefits necessary to form a club 
and fully participate on campus 
based solely upon their point of 
view.”

According to ADF, “Students for 
Life” members were forced to fund, 
through the college’s mandatory 
student activity fees, groups that 
support abortion but could not ac-
cess funds from those fees, which 
exceed $1,200 per student over eight 
semesters, for themselves.

Following the settlement, 
changes in policy include concrete 
guidelines on the approval of stu-
dent groups and allocation of funds, 
a requirement for a written deci-

sion, elimination of a discrimina-
tory student body “referendum” on 
whether groups will be funded, and 
the addition of an appeals process 
that student organizations can use 
if they are denied recognition.

Previously the Campus Af-
fairs Committee had the author-
ity to decide whether a group 
should be granted official rec-
ognition and whether it may 
receive funding. ADF said the 
committee’s “sweeping author-
ity allowed them to deny recog-
nition and funding for any rea-
son, including unconstitutional 
viewpoint discrimination.”

Students for Life of America 
President Kristan Hawkins said the 
settlement will ensure that student 
organizations will now be able to ex-
perience a free exchange of ideas.

“Too frequently we see that 
public colleges and universities feel 
they can deny recognition or fund-
ing to a student group just because 
officials don’t agree with the view-
point of those students,” she said. 
“Queens College was playing favor-
ites while stifling free speech.”

In a statement, Queens College 
said the school welcomed the par-
ticipation of all students in campus 
activities and that it looks forward 
to continuing to make their campus 
a diverse and welcoming environ-
ment for all.

Continued from Page 1 
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