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 residents are asking the 

state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation 
why inappropriate landfill 
 was used at the Waterpointe 
Development site. 

In September, DEC an-
nounced it was using  a 
lesser grade of soil, called 
Track 4 restricted residen-
tial use as opposed to the 
higher grade Track 2 that 
was originally agreed upon. 
The 18-acre waterfront prop-
erty, located at 151st Place 
and 6th road, was purchased 
by Edgestone Group LLC in 
2012 for $11 million. The de-
velopers originally planned 
to build 97 two-family town-
house homes plus nine sin-
gle-family houses, but Com-
munity Board 7 and then 
Councilman Tony Avella 
(D-Whitestone) negotiated 
with developers to prevent 
what they thought would 
be over- development on the 
property. 

Waterpointe is now being 
built under a special permit 
issued by the Department of 
City Planning that allows for 
the construction of 52 single-
family homes. Waterpointe 
Development now requires 
environmental oversight be-
cause of the prior industrial 
uses of the property over 
many decades. The land was 

Multiple charges 
for Phi Delta Psi 
in Deng’s death

HOLIDAY SPIRIT IN A WORD

Frat guilty in hazing trial

BY MARK HALLUM
 
National Asian fraternity 

Phi Delta Psi and 37 of its mem-
bers were found guilty in a 
seven-day jury trial on multiple 
charges in the death of Oak-
land Gardens student, Michael 
Deng, who was killed in a bru-
tal hazing ritual in 2013.

Deng was blindfolded and 
made to carry a heavy back-
pack across frozen ground be-
fore being tackled and beaten 
in a Baruch College Pi Delta 
Psi hazing ritual known as the 
“glass ceiling, according to the 
Monroe County DA’s office in 
Stroudsburg, Pa. The incident 
occurred during a retreat in at 
a rented home in Tunkhannock 
Township, Pa., in the Poconos.

Phi Delta Psi is expected to 
face fines and other penalties 
as a corporation when it is 
sentenced on Jan. 8.  The fra-
ternity and its members were 
found guilty of aggravated as-
sault, causing serious bodily 
injury, conspiracy to commit 
aggravated assault, involun-
tary manslaughter, hinder-
ing apprehension by conceal-
ing or destroying evidence, 
hindering apprehension by 
providing false informa-
tion to law enforcement, two 
counts of conspiracy to com-
mit hindering apprehension 
and hazing.

The fraternity was acquited 
of third-degree murder and 
voluntary manslaughterb by 
Monroe County Courthouse’s 
President Judge Margherita 
Patti-Worthington.  .

 Andy Meng, the younger 
brother of U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and the 
former head of the national 
fraternity, was one of the mem-
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Avella calls 
out DEC on 
Waterpointe

This holiday decorating store, called House of Holidays, had long lines at the cash register last week, 
but this one-word lawn sign seemed to capture the idea of the season.
See photos on Page 26. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
A Corona man has been 

charged after a Thanksgiving 
hit-and-run that left a 71-year-
old man in critical condition, 
Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said. 

Carmine Minichino, 52, 
has been charged with speed-
ing through a stop sign while 
under the influence of alco-
hol, driving with a suspended 
license and then fleeing the 
scene, the DA said.

According to Brown, 
Minichino acted selfishly 
when he left the scene without 
offering any assistance to the 
victim.

“A 71-year-old Queens man 
is lucky to be alive today after 
being hit and seriously injured 
while out walking in Whites-
tone on Thanksgiving Day,” 
Brown said. “An alleged drunk 
driver is now charged with this 
near-fatal crash.  It is alleged 
that he abandoned his vehicle 
a short distance away and then 
returned to the scene with his 
keys in hand to retrieve the 
vehicle.”

Minichino was arraigned 
last Friday in Queens Criminal 
Court on a criminal complaint 
charging him with assault, 
vehicular assault, leaving the 
scene of an incident without 
reporting serious physical in-
jury, operating a motor vehicle 
while under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs, failure to stop 
for a stop sign and driving as 

an unlicensed operator. 
The complaint said Minich-

ino was driving a 2009 white 
Chevy van in Whitestone on 
Nov. 23 when he sped through 
a stop sign at 6:45 p.m. and hit 
71-year-old Paul Sim, causing 
Sim to land several feet away. 

Minichino’s white van al-
legedly ran over Sim after hit-
ting him and Minichino then 
sped away from the scene, the 
charges said. Sim was taken 
to Flushing Hospital with a 
compound fracture to his right 
leg and bleeding on the brain, 
which will require several 
extensive surgeries to repair, 
Brown said. 

The DA said Minichino 
abandoned his van near the 
scene of the accident and fled 
on foot. Minichino allegedly 
returned to drive his van when 
officers said he had a moderate 
odor of alcohol on his breath and 
bloodshot, watery eyes.When po-
lice requested to see his driver’s 
license Minichino was unable to 
produce a valid license, accord-
ing to the complaint.

Brown said Minichino was 
taken to the 112th Precinct, 
where he was given an intoxi-
lyzer exam and the results 
indicated that he had a .152% 
per centum or more of alcohol 
in his blood, nearly twice the 
legal limit of .08 in New York 
City.

Minichino was ordered to 
return to court Dec.11 If con-
victed, he could face up to sev-
en years in prison. 
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio came to 

Flushing last week and met with 
the unofficial “Mayor of Flush-
ing,” Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), who hosted a town 
hall for residents to voice their 
biggest concerns in their neigh-
borhoods. Congestion, quality of 
life and affordable housing were 
frequently mentioned issues.

 The mayor announced that 
downtown Flushing would get 
collections twice a day to ad-
dress overflowing litter baskets 
in the area. 

“Everybody cares about qual-
ity of life and it’s really obnox-
ious when you see a litter basket 
and you’re happy there’s a litter 
basket, but if it’s overflowing, 
it defeats the whole purpose,” 
de Blasio said.   “That means it 
needs to be picked up more of-
ten, so we will be investing to 
increase basket collection in 
downtown Flushing from once a 
day to twice a day.”

Flushing has the fourth larg-
est business district in the city.

One small business owner 
said that downtown Flushing 
has lost 1,200 affordable parking 
spaces due to development of Mu-
nicipal lots 1 and 3. She said this 
has created significant hardship 
for small businesses and in-
creased traffic congestion. 

She asked for “balanced de-
velopment” that will take into 
account the needs of small busi-
nesses, which she called the “eco-
nomic engine of community” 

De Blasio said affordable 
housing and public transporta-
tion were the city’s main prior-
ity and that despite the loss of 
parking, in the end more people 
living in the area will help small 
businesses. 

“We believe there is an af-
fordable housing crisis in this 
city,” he said. “So that is our 
No. 1 priority.  If you don’t have 
affordable housing, everything 
else becomes moot. If we keep in-
creasing the amount of parking, 
we keep increasing the number 
of cars that come into the area 
and we actually exacerbate con-
gestion.” 

The mayor said he would 
argue that given that amount of 
growth and new people living in 
the immediate area, more afford-
able housing and mass transit 
 would  create a bigger customer 
base for small businesses. He 
also said when the city invests 
in mass transit, it relieves a lot 
of the pressure in terms of park-
ing, 

“We don’t want to see a city 
that encourages more and more 
car use,” he said. “We think that 
would actually be very danger-
ous for a city that is growing to 9 
million people.”

Department of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Polly Troten-
burg agreed. She said the DOT 
conducted a survey of local busi-
nesses in Flushing  and found 
that 83 percent of their customer 
base were from people either 
walking or using mass transit. 

“We made the decision those 
were areas we really needed to 
focus on,” she said. “We’re going 
to have to focus on mass transit as 
the solution. The roadway can’t 
really handle many more cars.” 

Councilman Peter Koo and Mayor Bill de Blasio host a town hall meeting in Flushing.  Photo by Gina Martinez 

Blaz visits Flushing Corona man charged 
in Whitestone hit-run

A 71-year-old man remains in critical condition following a hit-and-run 
in Whitestone. 

Mayor hears residents’ concerns at packed town hall
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Everyone is invited to march! For any groups or organizations who wish to participate, please call 

Council Member Vallone's office at 718-619-8611 or 

the Bayside Village BID at 718-423-2434.

ANNUAL OUTDOOR  
LIVING NATIVITY�

 

Presented once each night on the 
Great Lawn of Redeemer Lutheran Church 

 

Saturday & Sunday 
December 16 & 17 

7:30 PM 

CHRISTMAS  
   � F A I R  �  

 

Handcrafts, gifts, handmade 
wreaths & decorations, gourmet food, 
plants, jewelry, vintage treasures, & more! 
Enjoy lunch in the Christmas Café 

 
 

Saturday, December 2, 10 AM–3:30 PM 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
36-01 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 

718-229-5770    www.rlcb.org 

McGoldrick Library gets plaque for namesake priest

BY MARK HALLUM

A plaque was unveiled and 
will be mounted in the McGol-
drick Library in Broadway-
Flushing for its namesake 
priest who sought to promote 
education in the then-rural 
community that became north 
Flushing.

Joseph Brostek advocated 
to have the little-known figure 
today recognized with a monu-
ment and was joined at the 
ceremony by Queens Library 
President Dennis Walcott and 
Rev. Joseph T. Holcomb of St. 
Andrew Avellino Parish. The 
church sits just across the street 
from McGoldrick Library at 
157th Street and Northern Bou-
levard and was also founded by 
the cleric who died in 1930.

“Father McGoldrick loved 
reading and education. He knew 
that someday he would open 
a school. In 1921 he joined the 
Queens Public Library board of 
trustees and worked very hard 
with the community to have a 
library established,” Brostek 
said. “Father’s efforts to get a 

library were successful and 
the Broadway-Flushing Com-
munity Library was opened in 
1929. He died in 1930 and not 
long after, the board of trustees 
voted to change the name of the 
library to the McGoldrick Com-
munity Library in his honor.”

Of the 65 branches of Queens 
Library, only four are named 
after people and not just for the 
communities they serve. The 
McGoldrick branch was named 
after the priest in 1933, but the 
location changed several times 
before it settled in its current 

building at 155-06 Roosevelt Ave. 
near Leonard Triangle.

Somewhere in this confusion 
of so many location changes, the 
meaning of the name became 
disassociated with the library 
itself, according to Brostek.

The McGoldrick Library, 

founded in 1929, was only open 
for about a year before McGol-
drick died.

“As one of the four libraries 
named after individuals, this 
library will no longer be the out-
lier not having a plaque in that 
person’s honor,” Walcott said.

Also delivering remarks at 
the unveiling ceremony were 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing), state Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) and Com-
munity Board 7 District Manag-
er Marylyn McAndrews.

“Father McGoldrick was an 
incredible man in the sense that 
he had an incredible vision, and 
one of those visions was simply 
to educate our young people and 
give everyone the opportunity 
to read and be educated,” Hol-
colm said before leading those 
in attendance in prayer.

Kim said the McGoldrick 
Library plays a significant role 
in the community because it 
does not only offer classes that 
teach students so they can pass 
exams, but real world skills 
such as introductory lessons in 
Korean.

Rev. Joseph Holcolm, Queens Library President Dennis Walcott and Joseph Brostek unveiled a plaque dedicated 
to Father Edward Goldrick, a historic figure in Flushing. Photo by Mark Hallum

Broadway-Flushing cleric’s legacy of promoting education restored at Queens facility
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BY MARK HALLUM

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced an initiative on the 
part of DOT, DMV and the 
state police that has cracked 
down on charter buses, tak-
ing many unsafe vehicles and 
under-qualified operators off 
the road since September.

The push to better exam-
ine the safety of charter buses 
came after a Dahlia Travel & 
Tours bus, based in Flushing, 
plowed into an MTA bus  Sept. 
18,  killing three and injuring 
16 on Northern Boulevard and 
Main Street.

Cuomo said the state cam-
paign has removed 112 unsafe 
buses and 96 drivers in poor 
standing from New York thor-
oughfares.

“This enforcement effort 
will help take these illegal 
and unsafe buses off New York 
roads, protecting the health 

and safety of passengers and 
motorists alike,” Cuomo said. 
“With this multi-agency opera-
tion, we are cracking down on 
these bad actors and seeking to 
give travelers peace of mind as 
they book their trips this holi-
day season.”

The operator of the rogue 
Dahlia bus, Raymond Mong, 
49, had a dicey history behind 
the wheel.  In 2015, he had been 
fired from the MTA as a bus 
driver following a Connecti-
cut accident for which he was 
found guilty of DWI.

At the time of the crash a 
spokesman from the state  De-
partment of Motor Vehicles 
said the agency was not aware 
Mong was still operating a bus 
and Dahlia had not reported 
that information to them as re-
quired by law.

But this week a govern-
ment source said Dahlia was 

Sweep takes unsafe 
charter buses off road

NYC Ferry vessels showing 
some wear and tear recently

BY BILL PARRY

The city will bring in a team 
of experts and inspectors to ex-
amine flaws that have appeared 
on nearly a third of the vessels 
in its NYC Ferry fleet that has 
been in operation for less than a 
year after a $325 million invest-
ment. 

City Hall also wants answers 
after more than 100 passengers 
bound for the Rockaways be-
came stuck aboard their ferry 
just after 5 p.m. Monday as the 
boat struck an underwater ob-
ject and took on water as it de-
parted Pier 11 near Wall Street. 

There were no injuries and  
the passengers were instructed 
to wear life vests as a precau-
tion, officials said. 

The NYPD and FDNY re-
sponded and helped the 114 
passengers, six crew members, 
and one dog disembark The 

Zelinsky around 7 p.m. They 
then boarded two other vessels, 
which completed the trip to the 
Rockaways.

“We were glad all passen-
gers were safely disembarked 
and regret the inconvenience,” 
City Hall spokeswoman Melissa 
Grace said.

NYPD Harbor and FDNY 
Marine Division were operating 
six gas-powered pumps to re-
move the water from the vessel, 
which was freed and towed to 
dry dock early Tuesday morn-
ing. The Zelinsky will undergo 
inspections and repairs as the 
investigation continues, offi-
cials said.

The Zelinsky is not one of the 
new NYC Ferry vessels but an 
older watercraft owned by ser-
vice operator Hornblower and 
used as a spare for ferry service. 
NYC Ferry was back to a regu-
lar schedule Tuesday.

Meanwhile, a half dozen 
of the new NYC Ferry vessels 
have been taken out of service 
for various reasons. Mayor de 
Blasio ordered an independent 
investigation to “get to the bot-
tom of this” after damage was 
found on the hulls of the vessels 

BY MARK HALLUM

A new report from City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
claims not only are the sub-
ways in bad shape, but the bus 
system is also one of the slow-
est in the country and has lost 
over 100 million passenger 
trips in the past eight years.

While Manhattan and 
Brooklyn have the slowest ser-
vice in the city, Queens buses 
travel at the highest average 
rate of speed of 8.1 miles per 
hour, second only to Staten 
Island.

“For 40 years, our subway 
system deteriorated, and it has 
led to the frustration that New 
Yorkers now feel daily. Today, 
we’re sounding the alarm on 
our bus crisis. Falling rider-
ship, major slowdowns, and a 
bus infrastructure in decline 
is having an effect across the 
five boroughs,” Stringer said. 
“If we’re going to have a thriv-
ing economy tomorrow, we 
need to rebuild our bus sys-
tem today. Of course we have 
to focus on our subways, but 
we need to have a bus system 
that is the envy of the world.”

The report titled “The 
Other Transit Crisis: How to 
Improve NYC’s Bus System” 
claims the “dismal” bus ser-
vice affects immigrant com-
munities the most because 

that is the demographic who 
utilizes above-ground public 
transportation more than any 
other group.

Queens has one of the larg-
est immigrant populations in 

the country and is one of the 
most under-served boroughs 
in terms of subway service.

Stringer pointed out that 
more people are working the 
boroughs in which they live 

with job markets on the rise in 
Queens, Bronx and Brooklyn.

The spoke and wheel de-
sign of the subways is meant 
to ship people from the outer 
boroughs into Manhattan. 
But this no longer serves the 
needs of New Yorkers, the re-
port said, with jobs in Queens 
growing by 34 percent since 
2006.

The bus system has not 
kept pace with job growth in 
Queens, Brooklyn and the 
Bronx, Stringer said.

“By unleashing innovative 
technologies, as well as hon-
ing in on strategies that im-
prove reliability and service, 
we can change the game for 
New Yorkers,” Stringer said. 
“This cannot be a problem 
that is swept under the rug – 
this is an economic and social 
imperative that is critical to 
our future. The status quo is 
unacceptable, and we have to 
do better.”

Poor bus service also af-
fects low-income New Yorkers 
more so than subway trou-
bles.

The median income for bus 

City Comptroller Scott Stringer produced a report showing the MTA has lost 100 million passenger trips in 
eight years due to poor bus service. Photo by Michael Shain 

City Hall is looking for answers on 
why a half dozen vessels in it NYC 
Ferry fleet have been pulled from 
service and dry docked. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Poor bus service sparks transit crisis
City comptroller’s report reveals MTA has lost millions of passengers in last eight years

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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BY BILL PARRY

Before losing his years-long 
battle with cancer in early 
September, state Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz (D-
Flushing) led the fight to have 
a Nazi-era prison guard, living 
in Jackson Heights deported. 
The effort gained steam this 
year with the support of all 29 
members of New York’s con-
gressional delegation and both 
U.S. senators from New York. 

Now the Trump adminis-
tration has pledged to deport 
94-year-old Jakiw Palij, a resi-
dent of 89th Street for decades, 
who worked as a prison guard 
at the Trawniki training camp, 
where Nazi troops were trained 
to carry out the extermination 
of Polish Jews during World 
War II. Thousand were mur-
dered at Trawniki camp.

State Assemblyman Dov 
Hikind (D-Brooklyn), who 

joined Simanowitz at annual 
protests outside of Palij’s home 
for years, received a letter from 
the U.S. Justice Department 
last week saying it is commit-
ted to pursuing every avenue 
to remove Palij from the Unit-
ed States.

“I have been reaching out 
to high-level members of the 
Trump administration,” Hi-
kind, the son of Holocaust sur-
vivors, said. “The rights and 
freedoms we enjoy in America 
should not extend to those who 
facilitated the death of count-
less innocent people. Palij’s 
presence here mocks the 
memory of millions who per-
ished. There is no question of 
his guilt. It is imperative that 
someone responsible for Nazi 
atrocities be held accountable 
for his crimes, regardless of 
age. I will never rest while a 
Nazi lives comfortable in our 

Feds commit to deporting
Nazi guard from Jax Hgts

NYPD seizes over 700 weapons 
in New York City schools

BY NAEISHA ROSE

At a City Council Commit-
tee on Public Safety last week, 
the commissioner of the School 
Safety Division for the NYPD 
testified about how the number 
of weapons seized at schools has 
grown by nearly 200 this year 
compared to last year. 

Assistant Chief Brian Conroy 
testifed Nov. 21 before the com-
mittee, where one of its members  
— Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) — wanted to tackle 
issues going on at John Bowne 
HS in Flushing.

A total of 224 students at the 
school were removed or suspend-
ed during the 2016-2017 school 
year with nine of the incidents 
for weapons possession, accord-
ing to Lancman. 

“Yesterday a student was 
caught with a gun unloaded,” 
said Lancman. “At some time 

soon we are going to have to meet 
and go over what is going on at 
this school.” 

Lancman later asked Con-
roy what he was doing at John 
Bowne and other high schools 
like it, which are persistently 
facing problems. 

Conroy said he is working 
with school administrators, com-
munity leaders and the NYPD’s 
outreach team to reach the trou-
bled students who are causing 
incidents in the schools.

“We are working with the 
school administration to identi-
fying what the issues might be,” 
Conroy said. “Our community 
outreach team has been to the 
school to talk with students and 
work with students.”

There were a total of 746 
weapons recovered in schools 
citywide from July 1 to Nov. 12, 
according to NYPD stats. Last 
year there were only 552 seizures 
during that same time span. 

“Weapons recovery increased 
by a third when compared to last 
year,” Conroy said. 

Weapons seized included 
firearms, tasers/stun guns, BB 
guns, knives, boxcutters/knives, 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
A tentative peace was bro-

kered between opposing Demo-
cratic groups in the state Legisla-
ture with a letter from top party 
leaders calling for members of 
the rogue Independent Demo-
cratic Conference to reunite with 
the mainline party to regain the 
majority in the state Senate or 
face primary challenges.

The letter to the IDC was 
signed by Byron Brown, chair-
man of the  state Democratic Par-
ty; Christine Quinn, vice chair-
woman; and U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights), 
who is the chair of the Demo-
cratic Caucus of the House of 
Representatives and head of the 
Queens Democratic machine.

 Since 2011 the IDC has 
pushed a progressive agenda 
by forming alliances with con-
servative  majority members of 
the state Senate and caucusing 
separately from the Democratic 
State Committee.  Two Queens 
lawmakers, Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), have both 
come under intense scrutiny 
since defecting to the IDC.

The IDC leader, Sen. Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx), responded to 
the Democratic Party letter wel-
coming the notion of reuniting 
as long as the Dems agreed to 
help the IDC achieve its goals.

“Since its very inception the 
IDC has worked to move the Sen-
ate out of dysfunction to advance 
progressive policies,” Klein said 
in a statement. “We are ready 
to move forward, provided any 

final agreement between Demo-
crats is based on the legislative 
agenda that we put forth on May 
22, which includes: the Reproduc-
tive Health Act, the Dream Act, 
Genda, protecting Title X fund-

ing, public campaign finance, 
single-payer health care and the 
Comprehensive Contraceptive 
Coverage Act. We are eager and 
ready to be part of a Democratic 
Coalition that could proudly and 
publicly state what its legislative 
positions are going into the 2018 
session.”

The letter asked IDC officials 
to work with the party, which 
is currently the minority in the 
state Legislature, to claim two 
seats in special elections and 
convince conservative Demo-
crat Simcha Felder of Brooklyn 
to caucus once again with his 
own party instead of with the 
Republicans.

“We therefore send this letter 
as officials, members and sup-
porters of the Democratic Party – 
the state Democratic Party infra-
structure – to communicate that 
we can no longer tolerate the IDC 
and Senate Democrats’ inability 
to unify,” the letter said. “If the 
IDC refuses to accept this offer, 
the state Democratic Party in-
frastructure would be prepared 
to unite in presenting primary 
challenges to IDC members.”

The party also said any main-

Mainline Democrats are gearing up for a major push-back against officials who have defected to the 
Independent Democratic Conference. Photo by Michael Shain

Nearly 750 weapons were seized 
from city schools.  AP 

IDC, mainline Dems talk coalition
Renegade Democrats in Senate get ultimatum to help win majority or face primary opponents

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

STEINBERG & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

FREE CONSULTATION
BANKRUPTCY LAW

FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL LAW
36 YEARS EXPERIENCE

718-263-2922
80-02 Kew Gardens Rd, Suite 300

Kew Gardens, NY 11415
Contact:www.lawsteinberg.com 

email: SA@lawsteinberg.com

Mayor wants Flushing burial ground revamped
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Flushing resident used 
last week’s visit from Mayor 
Bill de Blasio at a town hall 
meeting as an opportunity to 
ask for help with a black cem-
etery.

Beverly Riley called on the 
mayor to restore  Old Towne 
Burial Ground at 45th Av-
enue and 165th Street after 
years of periodic neglect. She 
requested his help to speed 
up the restoration process so 
that pedestrians stop confus-
ing the cemetery inside the 
public park as a place where 
they can walk their dogs. 

The ground served as a 
burial site for more than 1,000 
African-Americans and Na-
tive Americans in the 1800s. 
In the 1930s, Parks Commis-
sioner Robert Moses rede-
veloped the site into a play-
ground. 

Mandingo Tshaka, a Bay-
side activist and founder of 
the Olde Towne of Flushing 
Burial Ground Conservancy, 
has been fighting for official 
recognition for the cemetery 
for over 10 years. Tshaka and 
former Councilman John Lui 

(D-Flushing) worked to pre-
serve the site, and in 2004, 
the late Borough President 
Helen Marshall and Lui al-
located $2.667 million in 
funding for improvements, 
which included a recreated 
historic wall engraved with 
the names from the only four 
headstones remaining there 
from 1919. New trees and 
shrubs were planted along 
with a newly installed tod-
dler’s playground. In 2006, 
the site was reclaimed and 
reopened by the city Parks 
Department and the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial 
Ground Conservancy.

Riley told the mayor that 
residents  have been trying 
for the last 10 years to get the 
cemetery restored so that it 
could have the respect and 
dignity it deserves in the 
community. But she said they 
 have not been able to use 
$100,000 in funds that was al-
located to them by Marshall.

“To date we have not been 
able to get the Parks Depart-
ment to work with us to put 
in the proper memorial that 
would allow the people in the 
neighborhood to recognize 

the site as a cemetery,” she 
said. “We have been trying 
now to make it into an area 
where people recognize what 
it is — sacred ground not a 
place to walk your dog or al-
low it to be overgrown.”

The cemetery shares space 
with a children’s playground.

Queens Parks Commis-
sioner Dotty Lewandowski 
stepped in and said that Parks 

has been trying to work with 
the conservancy to do more 
for the site as well as with 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz. She said there would be 
a meeting in early December 
to advance talks about design 
and seek additional funding. 

The mayor was insistent 
about getting answersand 
asked: “What is it going to 
take to make sure the area 

is properly recognized and 
respected?”

Lewandowski said the 
ground currently has a mark-
er and signage indicating it is 
a cemetery but acknowledged 
more could be done. 

According to Riley,  all 
the cemetery has is a poor-
ly placed sign on the gate 
that indicates it is a burial 
ground,  but right next to it 
are signs that tell the public 
how they are to behave in a 
public park. She said it sends 
the wrong message. Riley 
said the conservancy  simply 
wanted the Parks Depart-
ment to allow the $100,000 to 
be used to install the proper 
memorial, such as head-
stones, so that people in the 
neighborhood can recognize 
it and stop walking their 
dogs through the grounds. 

De Blasio agreed with Ri-
ley and said it was simple, ask-
ing Lewandowski, “What’s 
the problem?”

Lewandowski said Parks 
needs more funding, saying 
it could cost up to a million 
dollars. 

De Blasio told Riley he 

Residents are asking for additional funding to preserve the quality of 
Olde Town Flushing Burial Ground.  Photo by Mark Hallum

Continued on Page 50
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Queens workers face 
trouble affording food

BY GINA MARTINEZ

One in 12 adults in Queens 
live in households that cannot 
afford enough food, according 
to Hunger Free Hunger Ameri-
ca, whose chief executive officer 
called the findings “shameful.” 

The non-profit’s new report 
found that in the years 2014 to 
2016, 234,023 adults in Queens 
lived in food-insecure homes. 
These numbers were slightly 
lower than the numbers from 
the previous year following the 
increase in minimum wage in 
New York City.  

Hunger Free said that while 
hunger throughout New York 
City and the state dropped signif-
icantly over the last three years 
due to rising wages, the number 
of city and state residents unable 
to afford an adequate supply of 
food is still greater than a de-
cade ago, before the start of the 
2008 recession. 

Citywide, the number of 
New Yorkers struggling with 
hunger dropped by 15 percent 
over the past three years, but 
still remains 15 percent higher 
than a decade ago. According to 
the report, from 2014 to 2016, 1.2 
million New Yorkers,  or one in 
seven of the population, lived in 
food-insecure homes, compared 
to 1.4 million from 2011 to 2013 
and 1 million from 2004 to 2006.

The report also revealed that 
in Queens 63,798, or 10.3 percent 
of the children in the borough, 
lived in food-insecure homes 
from 2014 to 2016. The report 
said one out of every 11 seniors 
in Queen, or 8.8 percent, lacked 
enough food and that 34.6 per-
cent of the city’s pantries and 
kitchens indicated they were 
not distributing enough to meet 
demand.  As part of this short-
age,  38.9 percent indicated they 
had to turn people away, reduce 
the amount of food, or limit 

their hours of operation.
Joel Berg, CEO of Hunger 

Free America, said that while 
unemployment decreased and 
wages rose during the last few 
years of the Obama adminis-
tration, it is shameful that New 
York City has higher levels of 
hunger than before the Great 
Recession. According to Berg, 
President Donald Trump has 
proposed slashing the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, formerly called the 
Food Stamp Program by $192 
billion in his proposed budget. 
Congress has also proposed 
major cuts to the program, 
which 93 percent of the people 
who run food pantries and soup 
kitchens in the city said would 
cause their clients to struggle 
even more.

“We still face a nation, 
state, and local epidemic of the 
‘working hungry.’” he said. 
“Nationwide, the abysmally 
low minimum wage clearly 
is a chief cause of hunger. Yet 
just at a time when the nation 
needs even more jobs, even 
higher wages, and even more 
robust anti-hunger safety net 
programs, Republicans in 
Washington are scheming to 
cut the safety net and eviscer-
ate health care – which would 
clearly make hunger soar – just 
to fund even more tax cuts for 
the mega-wealthy.”

City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) said he applauded Hun-
ger Free for shining the light 
on the city’s persistent hunger 
problem.

“Far too many New Yorkers 
lack access to adequate quality 
food,” he said  “Choosing be-
tween paying bills and purchas-
ing nutritious food is a constant 
struggle for so many of our 
neighbors. No one should ever 
go hungry in our great city.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

 A 2017 St. John’s Univer-
sity graduate who was on 
the men’s basketball team 
has been charged with four 
murders in a six-week kill-
ing spree that terrorized 
Tampa, officials said.

Howell Donaldson III, 24 
was arrested and charged 
with first-degree murder in 
four homicides over a six-
week period in the Semi-
nole Heights area of  central 
Tampa, police said.

According to the New 
York Post, Donaldson was 
arrested after police re-
ceived a tip from one of his 
McDonald’s co-workers that 
he had brought a 40-caliber 
Glock firearm into work. The 
employee told officers that 
Donaldson gave the weapon 
to him to hold onto while he 
applied for a loan at a nearby 
check-cashing store. Once 
Donaldson left the fast food 
joint, the manager alerted a 
police officer in the restau-
rant, the Post reported.

The officer called for 
backup and once additional 
officers arrived, they took 
Donaldson into custody for 
questioning.

St. John’s released a state-
ment Wednesday morning 
that Donaldson had gradu-
ated from the Jamaica Es-
tates university, reportedly 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Sports Management.

“We can confirm that 
Howell Donaldson III at-
tended the university begin-
ning in the fall of 2011 and 
graduated in January 2017,” 
the school said. “He was a 
walk-on student-athlete for 
the men’s basketball team 
during the 2011–2012 season 
but never played in a game.”

Donaldson moved to Flor-
ida in January to work in a 
Tampa-based Ultimate Med-
ical Academy. The academy 
confirmed his employment 
from Feb. 13 to May 2, work-
ing in a customer support 
role.

“Donaldson was termi-
nated for absenteeism,” UMA 
said in a statement. “Per 
UMA hiring policy, Donald-
son passed a background 
check prior to employment. 
UMA has reached out to the 
Tampa Police Department to 
offer our assistance.

“Like everyone in Tam-

pa we are relieved to learn 
there has been an arrest in 
this case and our thoughts 
and prayers continue to be 
with the families of the vic-
tims.”

Tampa Mayor Bob Buck-
horn said the city “has now 
spent the last 51 days deal-
ing with a serial killer” and 
added if Donaldson is found 
to be guilty, “he should die. 
It’s that simple.”

Tampa police said Don-
aldson faces four counts of 
premeditated murder. The 
victims included three men 
and one woman.

Police said on Oct. 9 Ben-
jamin Mitchell was shot four 
times at approximately 9 
p.m. while waiting for a bus. 
A few days later on Oct. 13 
Monica Hoffa was found shot 
to death in an overgrown 
lot. A week later on Oct. 19 
at 7:57 p.m. Anthony Nai-
boa was shot and killed by a 
single gunshot wound to his 
head in the driveway of a lo-
cal residence and on Nov.14 
at 4:50 a.m. Ronald Felton 
was shot and killed while 
crossing the street. 

Police said the Smith and 

Wesson .40 caliber cartridge 
casings were recovered at 
all four crime scenes and 
all four murders took place 
in the Southeast Seminole 
Heights neighborhood. Po-
lice said analysis of the cas-
ings recovered confirmed 
the same gun was used to 
shoot all four victims. 

According to the Post, 
Donaldson admitted to buy-
ing the glock 40 on Oct. 3 at 
Shooter’s World in Tampa. 
The Post reported that re-
ceipts showed Donaldson 
returned four days later 
to pick up the gun, after a 
mandatory waiting period, 
along with a 20-round box of 
Smith & Wesson .40-caliber 
ammo.

Police said Donaldson’s 
phone records showed he 
was in the vicinity during 
the murders and clothing 
found in his trunk matched 
what was seen in surveil-
lance footage after the 
Mitchell murder. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Howell Emanuel Donaldson AP

A new report from Hunger Free America said Queens workers are still 
living in food insecure homes. Photo by Christina Santucci

St. John’s grad nabbed
Hoops walk-on arrested in Tampa serial murders

Former St. John’s graduate Howell 

Emanuel Donaldson III was charged 

with first degree murder in four Florida 

homicides in a six-week period.
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RENAISSANCE
home care services

R

Caring with a Commitment to Quality

Ask For Renaissance!
From in home care, to structured and 

enriching programs at one of our Adult Day 
locations we have an extensive choice of 
specialty trained, multilingual caregivers 
and staff members to meet our client’s 

needs. 

In “Caring with a Commitment to 
Quality”, Renaissance proudly provides 

the following services: 
*Pediatric Home Care  

*HIV/AIDS Home Care
*Mental Health Home Care

*CDPAP
Serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 

Queens, and Staten Island.

Ask for Renaissance Home Health Care!

Pregunte por Renaissance 
Home Health Care! 

Mande pou Renaissance
Home Health Care!

Choisissez Renaissance, 
l’agence de soins à domicile!

Выбирайте “Ренессанс” - 
агентство по уходу за пожилыми!

ASK FOR RENAISSANCE!
RENAISSANCEADULTDAY.COM 800.481.825991-31 Queens Boulevard Queens, NY 11373

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

WE'LL DO THE JOB RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. 
We work for you, not the insurance company. Have us negotiate your claim and we'll repair your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your 
Car Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company 

Cannot Direct You Otherwise

  You Are Not Required To Have Your 
Car Repaired In A Shop Recommended 
By The Insurance Company

  You Are Not Required To Take Your 
Car To An Insurance Company’s 
Drive-In Claim Service

  You Are Not Required To Get One 
Or More Estimates.

  No Insurance Company Shall Issue 
A Check Or Draft In Payment Of A 
Claim, Implying Acceptance Of Such 
As Final Or Binding

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

POLICE 

Blotter
JAMAICA — Police were search-

ing for two men suspected of robbery 
in Jamaica.  

According to police, on Saturday, 
Nov. 18, at 9:45 p.m. inside the Sutphin 
Boulevard F subway station, two sus-
pects approached a 54 year-old man 
from behind, placed him in a chokehold 
and forced him down to the ground 
while the second suspect went through 
his pockets and removed his wallet.

Police said the suspects stole $10 in 
cash and two credit cards and punched 
the victim before they fled in an un-
known direction. 

The victim was treated at a nearby 
hospital for minor injuries. 

Following an active investigation, 
police determined that shortly after 
the robbery, the suspects attempted 
to purchase merchandise with the 
victim’s credit cards at various stores 
near the subway station.

Police described the first suspect 
as a black male, between the ages of 20 
and 30, with a black backpack. Police 
said he was last seen wearing a black 
hooded sweater, a black vest, dark-col-
ored jeans and black sneakers.

The second suspect was described 
as a Hispanic male, between the ages 
of 20 and 30, with a beard. The NYPD 
said he was last seen wearing a black 

baseball cap, a black coat with a fur-
lined hood, gray sweatpants and white 
sneakers.

Anyone with information about this 
incident is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-
TIPS (8477).

Police searching for two in F train robbery

FLUSHING — Police said a woman 
died Saturday following an NYPD op-
eration in Flushing.

According to police, members of the 
Queens North Vice Enforcement Divi-
sion were conducting an operation at 
135-32 40th Road.

Police said during the course of 
the operation officers attempted to 
apprehend a 38-year-old woman from 
a third floor apartment. As officers 
attempted to gain entry to the apart-
ment, officers who were positioned 
outside the location observed the 

woman fall from the third floor and 
land on the sidewalk.

The woman sustained severe inju-
ries to her head and body as a result of 
the fall, police said.

She was immediately transported 
New York Presbyterian Hospital,  
where she died the following day from 
her injuries, according to police.

The New York City Medical Exam-
iner will determine the cause of death 
and an investigation is being conduct-
ed by NYPD’s Force Investigation Di-
vision.

Woman falls to her death during vice operation

REGO PARK — An 84-year-old For-
est Hills man died Monday two weeks 
after he rode his bicycle into a car in 
Rego Park, police said.

An 80-year-old woman was driving 
a 2015 Toyota Camry, traveling west on 
Fleet Street, when she came to a stop 
sign at Alderton Street,.

As the entered the intersection, cy-
clist Yau-Teg Fung, who was traveling 
north on Alderton Street, struck the 
driver’s side rear door of the Toyota 

Camry, before falling to the ground, 
police said. 

Officers from the 112th Precinct in 
Forest Hills, responding to a 911 call of 
a motor vehicle collision, arrived on 
the scene just before 3 p.m. and discov-
ered Fung with severe head trauma. 
EMS transported Fung to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center, where he died Mon-
day, according to the NYPD.

There have been no arrests and the 
investigation was ongoing.

Man dies in Rego Park bicycle crash

Police were searching for two suspects, 
including this man, who allegedly choked 
and robbed a man in Jamaica. NYPD
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Bike lane rules lack common sense
As a Schwinn Cruiser De-

luxe biker, I have been biking 
along Queens Boulevard in the 
new green bike lanes, while 
serenading myself with some 
songs from “The Wizard of 
Oz.”

“Follow the green brick 
road, follow the green brick 
road...” — a parody of “Follow 
the Yellow Brick Road” —  as I 
dodge vehicular traffic from all 
sides in the green bike lane. 

Ground rule No. 1 is for bi-
cyclists to “stay near the right 
curb or edge of the road, or on 
a usable right shoulder of the 
road, to avoid undue interfer-
ence with other traffic.”

The rule of staying to the 
right . . . (Driver’s Manual, New 

York State Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles). 

Yet, the cited bike lanes have 
been designed and constructed 
near the left edge of the service 
roads in violation of the bicycle 
rule of the right. Further, mo-
tor vehicular traffic may cross 
diagonally at some points from 
the main road, through the bi-
cycle lane onto the service road, 
while ongoing cars, buses and 
trucks traverse the bike lane to 
pass slow or backed up traffic 
in the single service road. 

There are no provisions for 
law enforcement of illegal mo-
tor traffic within the bike lanes 
only demarcated with yellow 
and white painted lines. Ironi-
cally, despite the dangerous 

hazards of these bike lanes, a 
bicyclist “must ride in a bicycle 
lane, if a usable one is avail-
able” (ibid.).

We need new safety, envi-
ronmental and business impact 
studies of these nascent bike 
lanes.

So, “We’re Off To See The 
Wizard” resonates in my mind, 
the wonderful wizard of the 
NYC Department of Transpor-
tation.

To me, this Kafkaesque 
nightmare is another failed 
experiment in Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s progressive social con-
ditioning.

 
Joseph N. Manago

Flushing
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What does it take these days to protect and preserve 
a historic home in Bayside?  The combined forces of a 
city councilman, a state assemblyman and a state sena-
tor could not save the former residence of federal Judge 
Nicholas Garaufis from the wrecking ball.

 The city Buildings Department allowed the 19th 
century house that belonged to the Lawrence family 
to be dismembered even though the original`permit 
called for 50 percent of the original structure to be re-
tained. 

 Today a mega-mansion - completely out of character 
with the surrounding neighborhood - stands in its place 
as residents keep asking how this could happen.

 In April 2016 a New Jersey real estate agent iden-
tified as Lisa Huang started work on the three-story 
house at 218th Street and 40th Avenue she had bought 
for $1.5 million. The classic house, believed to have been 
built around 1890, was owned by the Lawrence family, 
who had an estate in Bayside. A Bayside Historical So-
ciety study found the estate was eligible for the National 
and State Register of Historic Places, but these designa-
tions offered no legal protection from renovations or a 
total teardown.

 Within days after acquiring the property, the new 
owner had lopped off the top two stories of the house, 
leaving only the first floor.  In July the Buildings De-
partment issued a stop work order because the demoli-
tion had exceeded the original plans in what became the 
first in a parade of violations that were disregarded by 
the owner and mysteriously dismissed by the agency.

 Soon only the foundation of the Lawrence family’s 
legacy remained, clearing the way for the owner to 
build an entirely new structure for her family — free 
from any historical restraints.

 The community was outraged.  Bayside Council-
man Paul Vallone introduced a bill to tighten the build-
ing permit process so that owners no longer have a 
grace period in which to feverishly continue construc-
tion before a permit is officially revoked.

 Sen. Tony Avella, who tracked the permitting pro-
cess on the house, said the DOB does not do a good job of 
monitoring compliance and depends on the community 
to raise the issue.

 Assemblyman Ed Braunstein, another Bayside law-
maker, complained to the department but to no avail.

 The DOB issued its latest violation Nov. 5 which 
said people have been living in the house without a cer-
tificate of occupancy.

 Our tax dollars should be spent on enforcing the 
building code, penalizing violators and protecting the 
integrity of the city’s neighborhoods.  The Buildings 
Department is not doing the job it was set up to do and 
it’s time City Hall found out why.
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READERS WRITE

Revenge porn bill sends strong message 
Earlier this year, Nathaly 

Rodriguez found herself in a 
real-life nightmare.

Nathaly was preparing to 
compete in a beauty pageant. 
While Nathaly chased her 
dreams, her ex-boyfriend from 
more than a decade before set 
out to destroy her chances to 
succeed.

With a few clicks of a mouse, 
Nathaly’s ex posted a video of 
them having sex on the Inter-
net, along with information 
about Nathaly. All of this was 
done without Nathaly’s con-
sent. As Nathaly tells it, the 
experience left her broken, em-
barrassed and without a desire 

to live.
Sadly, there are countless 

New Yorkers, women and men, 
with stories similar to Nath-
aly’s. The non-consensual dis-
tribution of intimate photos 
or videos of another person, 
commonly known as “revenge 
porn,” is a 21st century form 
of sexual assault. Domestic 
abusers are increasingly using 
the threat of sharing such im-
ages to coerce and manipulate 
victims to stay in a dangerous 
relationship, to cede custody of 
shared children, or as yet an-
other means to shame and ter-
rorize their partners.

I am proud to report that 

the New York City Council 
unanimously passed my bill 
to criminalize revenge porn in 
New York City in mid-Novem-
ber. The legislation, inspired 
by a state bill by Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein, makes it a 
misdemeanor offense in New 
York City to disclose, or threat-
en to disclose, intimate photos 
or videos of another person 
without consent and with the 
intent to cause harm.

Revenge porn perpetrators 
will now face serious conse-
quences for their actions. This 
offense will be punishable by up 
to one year in jail, a $1,000 fine 
or both. The legislation also 

empowers civil courts to award 
damages, prevent images from 
being posted, order them taken 
down and force offenders to pay 
victim’s attorneys’ fees.

When Mayor de Blasio signs 
the legislation into law, New 
York City will become one of 
the largest jurisdictions in the 
country to criminalize revenge 
porn. This bill is a testament 
to the revenge porn survivors 
like Nathaly, who spoke up and 
shared their stories, and the 
victims’ advocates, law enforce-
ment personnel, and attorneys 
who made clear why criminal-
izing revenge porn was so im-
portant.

No one should ever have to 
worry that intimate images 
might be shared without their 
consent with their family, 
friends, employer, or strangers 
on the Internet. No one should 
have to experience the horror 
Nathaly felt, along with the 
helplessness to take action.

With passage of this legisla-
tion, we sent a strong message 
to anyone who thought they 
could get away with this despi-
cable act: not in New York City.

Rory I. Lancman
City Councilman

Hillcrest

No defense beyond 
grave for boro priest
We are all of us moved 

and angered when stories 
break about priests abus-
ing children.

And there is no question 
that the Catholic Church 
for years covered up these 
incidents, in many cases 
moving the guilty to other 
parishes where they could 
continue their depreda-
tions.

It is therefore fitting 
that the Diocese of Brook-
lyn should want to do what 
it can to make amends in 
the name of proven guilty 
parties.

However, I have recently 
learned that a plaintiff law 
firm is soliciting former 
schoolmates of mine re-
garding a priest who served 
in our parish, Sts. Joachim 
and Anne, in the 1960s and 
early ‘70s. I served as an al-

tar boy there from 1963-66, 
and he said many masses 
that I served, including 
my very first. He was nev-
er anything but kind and 
friendly.

The most elemental right 
in our system is that the ac-
cused be allowed to face his 
accuser. Unfortunately, the 
priest in question died 17 
years ago and so is unable 
to rebut any charges made 
against him.

And while it may seem 
harmless if the Diocese 
pays yet another settlement 
for the lawyers to go away, 
it actually does great harm. 
It slanders a good and de-
cent man whose only crime 
was to not be alive to defend 
himself.

Edward J. Leahy
Jackson Heights

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those 
longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. 
All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number 
for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if 
requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  
Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in 
the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of 
Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in 
any format.

Is the LIRR dissing Little Neck riders?
This photo of me, a long-

time  Long Island Rail Road 
rider, reveals that something 
is still missing one year later 
from installation of a new re-
placement pedestrian over-
pass bridge at the Little Neck 
LIRR Station in November 
2016. 

Why didn’t the LIRR co-
ordinate the purchase of a 
simple prefabricated over-
head canopy along with pro-
curement of a new prefabri-
cated pedestrian overpass 
bridge? Both could have been 
installed during the same 
weekend. For a few dollars 
more, this would have pro-
vided hundreds of Little Neck 
riders with protection from 
rain, snow, sleet and ice. It 
would also have extended the 
useful life for both the pedes-
trian overpass bridge and 
staircases.  

The original pedestrian 
overpass bridge and stairs 
were installed in 1989.  Since 
that time, riders due to in-
clement weather have had to 
periodically deal with slip-
pery and unsafe conditions 
when using this passageway 
to reach the eastern end of the 
westbound platform.  Many 
walk this way to reach the 
board five cars of Penn Sta-
tion-bound trains.  This posi-

tions the rider, when exiting 
the train at Penn Station, for 
the fastest route toward Her-
ald Square, 7th Avenue along 
with the No. 1, 2 & 3 IRT sub-
way lines.

Metro North always in-
cludes a canopy with instal-

lation of any pedestrian over-
pass bridge or staircases. Don’t 
LIRR commuters deserve the 
same consideration as their 
Metro North counterparts?

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Longtime Long Island Rail Road rider Larry Penner stands on the street 
at the Little Neck Station. Photo by Wendy Penner
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Birds do it, bees do it — but 
we don’t.

See exceptionally well, that is. 
When bees look at a flower, they 
see it almost as a neon sign point-
ing “This way to the nectar!” 
The petals that look so pretty to 
us are dark to a bee, while the 
nectar-and-pollen gathering spot 
at the center is blazingly bright, 
like a target. Finding food be-
comes easy. 

Meantime, birds — well, 
eagles anyway — can see mice 
and other prey from so far away, 
they can swoop in for the kill be-
fore their dinner knows what hit 
them. Or bit them. Whatever.

We are surrounded by ani-
mals with far better developed 
senses of all sorts, from smell 
to taste to touch. Some can even 
see things invisible to humans. 
Snakes, for instance, see infrared 

heat waves radiating from ani-
mals, then slither over to swal-
low them, waves and all. And 
yet, we humans are no slouches 
ourselves when it comes to sens-
ing the world, as I learned at the 
wondrous new American Muse-
um of Natural History exhibit: 
“Our Senses: An Immersive Ex-
perience.”

Even single cell organisms 
— the kind that first existed 3.5 
billion years ago — have a basic 
sense of touch, says Rob Desalle, 
the exhibit’s curator. Weirder 
still, they seemed pre-wired for 
the senses that would come along 
later like sight. 

Walk around the exhibit and 
you get to experience the way 
different animals sense (and 
fool) the world. For instance, 
three butterflies appear identi-
cal. Beautiful! But when you see 
them under ultraviolet light, two 
of them have shiny stripes that 
make them look completely dif-
ferent from the other one. In nor-
mal light, our eyes can’t tell the 
difference, but that’s the point: 
They all look alike — and dis-
gustingly unpalatable — to the 
animals that would otherwise 

eat them. But the butterflies 
themselves need to know who to 
breed with. And to them, finding 
one of “their own kind” is obvi-
ous, thanks to their unique sense 
of sight.

In another room, the nose is 
front and center. Well, the nose is 
always front and center, but you 
get what I mean. For your sniff-
ing pleasure, you are encouraged 
to smell scent after weird scent 
and determine whether you 
think it is one of the 600 chemi-
cals that make up the smell of 
chocolate. Warning: One of them 
smells like a skunk. Could that 
stench be part of the “Chocolate 
600?”

It is.    
In another room, you can lis-

ten to the sounds animals hear 
that we can’t, including the calls 
of a fin whale and house mouse. 
You can also grow jealous of the 
birds and reptiles whose hear-
ing does not decline with age, 
because unlike humans the 
little hairs in their ears regener-
ate, while ours die off, making it 
harder for some older people to 
hear high-pitched sounds.

To understand why different 

animals developed their senses 
differently, you have to think 
about evolution -- species adapt-
ing to their environments. So 
bats have extraordinary hear-
ing (and big ears) because they 
fly around in the dark. But seals 
and whales have a terrible sense 
of taste. All that they can sense is 
salt. (I sometimes feel the same.) 
Why can’t seals or whales taste 
sweet or bitter? “Because they 
gulp their food,” explains De-
salle. With so little to do, their 
taste buds actually devolved. 

While most of the exhibit is a 
yin-yang of animals vs. humans, 
at the end, we people pull way out 
in front. 

That’s because however well 
a snake sees or bat hears, they 
don’t have technology on their 
side — and we do. So even though 
it is impossible to be as eagle-
eyed as an actual eagle, micro-
scopes let us see even the details 
of a mosquito’s foot. Satellites let 
us see the entire earth. Slo-mo 
photography lets us watch what 
is too fast in real life to see, like 
what happens when a drop of wa-
ter hits a puddle, or the instant a 
water balloon bursts. Meantime, 

time-lapse photography shows 
us what’s too slow for anyone to 
watch unfold: the metamorpho-
sis from caterpillar to butterfly. 
The video of this is amazing.

And don’t forget, we are the 
only species to create things just 
to delight our senses. Sympho-
nies. Art. Birthday cake. 

But perhaps most amazing 
of all is the fact that this exhibit 
is in a modern-day science mu-
seum, and it actually ends on a 
high note, celebrating mankind’s 
inventions. So many exhibits 
(and documentaries, and maga-
zine articles) end with the exact 
opposite message: “Nature is 
great but man has screwed it up 
forever. Thanks a lot, manglers.”

The Senses exhibit ends with 
a cheer for humanity, learning 
from nature and sometimes sur-
passing it.

Take that, snakes. 
Our Senses: An Immersive 

Experience through Jan. 6, 2018 
at the American Museum of Nat-
ural History [Central Park West 
at 79th Street in Manhattan, 
(212) 769–5100, www.amnh.org] 
adults, $28; children 2–12, $16.50; 
seniors and students $22.50.

Immersive exhibit makes sense of our senses
COLUMNS

As the spotlight on immigra-
tion has intensified over the past 
year, it’s more and more appar-
ent that the patchwork of legal 
statuses and designations that 
comprise our immigration sys-
tem is in need of an overhaul. 

There are many ways to enter 
the United States and become an 
American, some more fair than 
others.  The United States has 
relied on quotas, legislation, lot-
teries and other measures to 
manage immigration – a system 
that up until the 20th century 
had been largely unrestricted 
– with the glaring exception be-
ing discriminatory legislation 
against Asian immigration.  Yet 
some of these measures have 
unintended consequences.  Per-
haps the biggest of these crises 

of benign neglect is the Tempo-
rary Protected Status, or TPS.  
The designation, which is held 
primarily by Central American 
and Haitian displaced peoples, 
provided legal status for them to 
remain in the country due to hu-
manitarian reasons.  

TPS for Haiti was established 
after the devastating 2010 earth-
quake and for Honduras and Ni-
caragua after the 1998 Hurricane 
Mitch.  El Salvador was added in 
2001 due to an earthquake.  Re-
cent additions included Nepal, 
Syria and Yemen, thus varying 
natural and man-made disas-
ters.  TPS, which stemmed from 
the Immigration Act of 1990, 
authorized the attorney general 
to designate countries where 
nationals could not return home 
due to conflict or natural disas-
ters.  After the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002, the responsibly 
to designate TPS fell to the sec-
retary of Homeland Security.  
Prior to today, the designation 
was routinely renewed for ap-
proximately 2,500 Nicaraguans, 
57,000 Hondurans and 200,000 

Salvadorians.  Owing likely to 
their low number, the adminis-
tration acted on Nicaraguans 
first, giving them 14 months to 
leave the country.  

Last week, the acting sec-
retary of Homeland Security, 
Elaine Duke, signaled that the 
federal government would end 
TPS at some point for Haiti, 
Honduras and El Salvador, di-
recting those here under its aus-
pices to make arrangements for 
deportation. The decision was 
consistent with the priorities of 
the ideological hard right of the 
administration. 

It’s unconscionable that dis-
placed peoples under TPS were 
not provided a clear path to citi-
zenship.  TPS, by design, is to be 
renewed at the secretary’s dis-
cretion, every 18 months.  Each 
renewal paved the way to today’s 
crisis – people having spent sev-
eral years making their homes 
here suddenly having to uproot 
and leave the country.

Though Haitian TPS recipi-
ents have not been in the coun-
try as long as the Central Ameri-

cans, in the seven years since the 
earthquake children were born, 
young people pursued higher ed-
ucation and careers were start-
ed.  Meanwhile, the recovery in 
Haiti has been slow – to the point 
where no international orga-
nization or government would 
consider the job done.  Sending 
60,000 people back there with no 
discernable way to re-establish 
and resume their lives will wors-
en a humanitarian situation.  

The United States never 
should have offered Temporary 
Protected Status, especially 
for such an extended period of 
time, if there was no intention 
of allowing displaced peoples to 
settle here.  Prior to the modern 
melange of immigration policy, 
displaced peoples – ranging 
from the Irish fleeing hunger to 
refugees running from war and 
violence in Southeast Asia — 
were given the chance to become 
Americans.  There was never the 
notion that these people would 
be sent back once order was re-
stored in their homelands.  The 
application of TPS was and con-

tinues to be bad policy – a dis-
ingenuous attempt at humani-
tarianism that kicked the issue 
down the road for decades, with-
out resolution. Today, we stand 
to expel tens of thousands of 
people, who have lived here for 
up to two decades, most with 
American-born children.

Like Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, TPS is 
flawed policy in that it was al-
lowed to continue for so long 
yet never provided a path to 
citizenship for people who 
were inevitably going to put 
down roots in this country.  In 
Congress, both parties have 
pledged to find a solution be-
fore the last authorization of 
TPS expires in 2019.  As the 
designation is a favorite target 
of the self-proclaimed nation-
alists in the administration, 
it’s difficult to imagine a solu-
tion that isn’t yet another tem-
porary measure, if a consen-
sus is reached at all.  Congress 
must act to legalize and create 
a pathway to citizenship for 
these people.

Ending TPS creates a humanitarian crisis

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

New Voices
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IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

TO INCLUDE: 4 Hour Buffet Menu

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Marathon Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

For those smaller companies that CANNOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, WE CAN OFFER a semi private area in our main ballroom 
(with other groups of guests)    Held on Fridays: December 8th & December 15th, $50.00p/p+tax    DJ included

PASSED APPETIZERS: CHEF’S SELECTION
GARDEN SALAD: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
CARVING STATION: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, 
                                     Gravies & Condiments
CHICKEN MARSALA: Mushrooms & Rosemary
SEABASS “MARECHIARO”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
PENNE ALA VODKA: Vodka Tomato Cream Sauce
              Mashed Potatoes - Caramelized Onions - Roasted Vegetable Medley

           HOLIDAY CAKE, COFFEE & TEA

PRIVATE ROOMS: 
MONDAY

THROUGH
FRIDAY:

$55.00
SATURDAYS:
$65.00

(50 person Minimum)

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

With an opening account balance of  
$50,000 - $149,999, you can choose either a  

Zojirushi Neuro Fuzzy® Rice Cooker or an Apple TV®

With an opening account balance  
of $150,000+, you can choose either a  

Samsung® 32” Smart TV or a YETI® Hopper Flip™ 12

Flushing Bank        Flushing, NYSM

OFFER AVAILABLE AT THESE LOCATIONS

147-42 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.512.2929

164-20 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11358

718.961.7400

136-41 Roosevelt Ave.
Flushing, NY 11354

718.445.3555

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

44-43 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11355

718.463.9244

* Offer valid only at the five Flushing Bank locations in Flushing, NY. 1 New Complete Checking accounts (including Plus and Premier) with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. A new checking account is defined as any new 
checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within 
the last 24 months. Minimum opening balance of $1,000 or more is required. The new account must remain open, active, and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted 
from the balance.  2 One (1) gift per new Complete Checking (including Plus and Premier) customer. A 1099 statement for gift values (including applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) will be issued. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make gift 
substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Flushing Bank is not responsible for the warranty or replacement of any products. Any warranties are 
the sole responsibility of the manufacturers. Returns, exchanges, substitutions, and cash equivalents will not be provided. The promotion and offer are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. Zojirushi, SuperSonic, 
General Electric, Polaroid, Apple Inc., Samsung and YETI are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking, Complete Checking Plus,  
or Complete Checking Premier account and choose a gift.*,1,2

With an opening account balance of $1,000 - $4,999, 
you can choose either a Zojirushi Stainless Steel Mug 

or a SuperSonic® Selfie Bluetooth Action Stick

With an opening account balance of  
$5,000 - $49,999, you can choose either a  

GE® Microwave or a Polaroid® ZIP Mobile Photo Printer
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Bramson ORT college closed after 40 years
BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

Bramson ORT, a 40-year-old 
technical college with campuses 
in Forest Hills and Brooklyn, 
closed in February after losing 
its accreditation, which effec-
tively removed its authority to 
grant degrees. The   Queens cam-
pus is locked and empty except 
for an office that handles student 
transcript requests.

With a student population 
of 471 in fall 2016, Bramson had 
seen its enrollment rates decline 
by over 30 percent since 2010. It 
had also struggled to meet ac-
creditation requirements since 
2013, New York State Education 
records show. 

“There’s literally no one 
here,” the woman at the tran-
script office said when the school 
was contacted for comment.

Bramson was a nonprofit, 
two-year institution offering cer-
tificates, diplomas and associate 
degrees in accounting, business 
management, computer technol-
ogy, medical and natural science, 
paralegal studies and other tech-
nical fields. The average student 
was 40 years old and Bramson 
served a strong multicultural 
population.

The college, located at 69-30 
Austin St., had recently built 
a new library near the Queens 
campus. It was dedicated in 
January 2016 with the support of 
donors from World ORT, a global 
Jewish organization promoting 
education.

Congresswoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) saved the school 
from going under in December 
2014 when she arranged meet-
ings to renew financial aid pay-
ments to Bramson from the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

Leading up to the actual 
closure, rumors that the school 
might shut down spread around 
campus. In 2013, Bramson was 
put on a two-year probation for 
failing to meet accreditation 
standards under the state Board 
of Regents. 

Many on the campus were 
unprepared for the shutdown, 
particularly after being lulled 
into a sense of false security by 
Meng’s involvement, the recently 
dedicated library, active recruit-
ment of new students and the col-
lege administration’s repeated 
denials of the rumors.

In July 2016, the college’s 
president David Kanani sent an 
e-mail to the student body: “By 

talking to some of you, I hear 
that the rumor about our school 
having lost its accreditation 
still persists. As I mentioned in 
my previous email and visiting 
some of your classes at the end 
of the Spring semester, we are 
in the process of reaccreditation. 
Our school is accredited and our 
application is pending with the 
NYSED Board of Regents.”

In January 2016, Kanani an-
nounced in an e-mail that 
the school had lost accredita-
tion and could no longer be a 

degree-granting institution: 
“It is with deep regret that we 
have to announce that after 
careful review of the various 
options available to Bramson 
ORT College, including ap-
pealing of the NYSED Board 
of Regents’ decision to deny 
the institution’s accredita-
tion, our Board of Trustees 
have decided not to appeal the 
NYSED Board of Regents’ de-
cision. As a result, our Board 
has instructed us to engage in 
the teach out process for our 

current students.” 
Two weeks later, a college 

fair helping students transi-
tion to nearby institutions 
was announced on the col-
lege’s Facebook page.

Brandon Mitchell, a 
spokesman at World ORT’s 
American branch said Bram-
son operated independently 
from the organization with 
a board of directors who ran 
the school. 

“When they lost it (the 
accreditation), their board 
made the decision to close 
the school and informed our 
board of the decision,” Mitch-
ell said. “It was a surprise 
to many of us here when we 
found out about it, and a dis-
appointment to many of our 
donors.”

Jay Rivera, who graduated 
from Bramson in spring 2016, 
was not surprised. 

“I heard the rumors. When 
I came back from Christmas 
break that January (2016), the 
writing was on the wall,” he 
said. “You walk into a place 
and you just kind of get the 
feel. I turned to my mother 
and said,‘If the school’s there 
in a year, I’ll be shocked.’”

Susan Mendel (l.-r.), director of admissions, Chairman Lynn Leeb and 
President David Kanani at Bramson ORT’s dedication of its new library in 
January 2016—one year before the college lost accredidation and closed.
 Photo by Mike Shain
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On Saturday,
December 16th at 3P.M.
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

Be The GIFT HERO!TM

Attorney Advertising 

ABUSED  
BY CLERGY? 

646-679-5996

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Sexual Abuse Compensation Programs (IRCP)

AndersonAdvocates.com

DEADLINE TO ACT:
December 21  

Diocese of Brooklyn
December 31

Diocese of Rockville Centre

1745 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10019 

366 Jackson St., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55101

Queens Village man sentenced to life in prison: DA
BY NAEISHA ROSE

A Queens Village man who 
was responsible for the death of 
a Queens teenager and wound-
ing another man in a drug rob-
bery gone wrong in January 
2015 was sentenced to life in 
prison Tuesday, according to 
Queens DA Richard Brown. 

Jairam Ali Suarez, 26, was 
convicted by a jury in Octo-
ber of two counts of murder, 
assault, criminal possession 
of a weapon, robbery and at-
tempted robbery, according to 
the DA.

“There is no place in a civi-
lized society for violence and 
senseless killing,” said Brown. 

The victims were John 
Pichardo, 19, who was killed 
and Wilfredo Aponte, 21, who 
was wounded and lives in 
Ridgewood, according to trial 
testimony. 

On the night of Jan. 6, 2015 
Pichardo and Aponte were 
parked in front of a house on 
150-22 130th St. in South Ozone 
Park with the intention of sell-
ing Suarez one pound of mari-
juana for $3,000, according to 
Detective Edward Balfe of the 
106th Precinct, who was quot-

ed in a criminal complaint. 
Instead of going through with 
the exchange, Suarez climbed 
into the rear passenger side 

of the vehicle next to Aponte 
and demanded to know where 
the goods were, according to 
Balfe. 

Suarez displayed his gun 
and shot Aponte in his left 
leg, also injuring him in the 
hip and lower torso and caus-

ing damage to his femoral ar-
tery, according to the crimi-
nal complaint. 

Pichardo was in the driv-
er’s seat and Suarez fatally 
shot him in the head, accord-
ing to Balfe. 

Suarez fled the scene with-
out the marijuana, which was 
recovered from the ground on 
the passenger side of the ve-
hicle, and Aponte was sent to 
a nearby hospital, according 
to the detective.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Michael Aloise, who 
presided over the trial, sen-
tenced Suarez to 45 years to 
life in prison after the jury 
conviction. 

“A jury weighed the evi-
dence and found the defen-
dant guilty of committing a 
cruel and callous act moti-
vated by greed. The court has 
now sentenced the defendant 
to a very long term of incar-
ceration that will both pun-
ish him and protect society,” 
Brown said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Jairam C. Ali Suarez, 26, of Queens Village is sentenced to 45 years in prison after being convicted of killing a 
young man and shooting another in a botched drug deal.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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Saturday, December 5  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 6  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 12  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 13  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 19 10:00 am – 5:00 pm

Santa & Elf
Saturday, December 2 10am – 5pm

Sunday, December 3  10am – 5pm

Saturday, December 9  10am – 5pm

Sunday, December 10  10am – 5pm

Saturday, December 16  10am – 5pm

Sunday, December 17  10am – 5pm

Menorah 
Lighting
Sunday, December 17  6pm
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 

young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance

counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent

photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Two Fire Department emergency 
technicians from Station 54 in Spring-
field Gardens swooped in to save four 
residents on 192nd Street in Jamaica af-
ter receiving a sick call Saturday, accord-
ing to the FDNY. 

Once at the two-family home , EMTs 
Zache Cox and Frantzi Honore noticed 
the residents’ carbon monoxide meter 
read 600 parts CO over a million, accord-
ing to the FDNY.  

Such a high concentration of car-
bon monoxide can cause symptoms like 
throbbing headaches, difficulty breath-
ing, confusion, loss of consciousness and 
heart problems, according to the depart-
ment. 

There are no acceptable levels of car-
bon monoxide at a house, according to 
the FDNY. 

Cox and Honore brought the four 
individuals outside and administered 
medical care to them, according to the 
FDNY. 

“A tragedy and potential disaster was 
avoided by the quick reactions of these 
EMS technicians,” said Oren Barzilay, 
president of Local 2507, the EMS Union.

Both technicians cited the safety 
equipment and training they received 
in responding to the situation, according 
to Oren Barzilay, the president of EMS 
Union Local 2507.

Authorities determined that a defec-
tive boiler was responsible for the almost 
deadly leak.

Carbon monoxide has been dubbed 

“the silent killer,” because it is undetect-
able to the human senses, according to 
the FDNY.  Carbon monoxide is color-
less, tasteless, and odorless.

The gas can enter your   blood system 
when you breathe, and it will displace the 
oxygen in your blood, which is enough to 
suffocate people, according to the FDNY 
Smart website. 

The website says individuals should 
monitor equipment like home furnaces, 
water heaters, generators, ranges/ovens, 
clothes dryers, grills, fireplaces, power 
tools, lawn mowers and motor vehicles 
for carbon monoxide.

Seniors, infants, young children, 
people with heart problems and preg-
nant women are the most susceptible to 
the dangers of a carbon monoxide leak, 
according to FDNY Smart. 

A general rule for detecting carbon 
monoxide is if more than one person or 
animal becomes ill, but recover after 
being away from home, then you might 
have the gas at your residence, according 
to the website. 

To prevent carbon monoxide poison-
ing do not idle motor vehicles inside a 
garage, have heating systems and fuel-
burning appliances inspected and tuned 
up annually, clear vents after snow-
storms, and do not use ranges/ovens to 
heat your home. It is also illegal in New 
York City to use kerosene or propane 
space heaters to heat homes. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

EMTs save 4 victims 
of carbon monoxide leak

EMTs saved residents in a two-family home from deadly carbon monoxide poisoning.  
Courtesy of safety.com
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*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/17—12/11/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward 
card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance 
and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are 
the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 17Q4NPPIRC3

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

$         
REBATE*

ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES OF 
HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW FASHIONS
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

MTA appoints new head of NYC Transit
BY MARK HALLUM

 
The MTA pulled talent from 

Canada in the appointment of 
Andy Byford as the new presi-
dent of New York City Transit.

An internationally re-
nowned transportation leader, 
Byford is recognized for mod-
ernizing the Toronto metro, 
which is the third largest tran-
sit system in North America.

“Our transit system is the 
backbone of the world’s great-
est city and having someone 
of Andy’s caliber to lead it will 
help immensely, particularly 
when it comes to implementing 
the Subway Action Plan that 
we launched this summer,” 
MTA Chair Joe Lhota said. “In 
order to truly stabilize, mod-
ernize and improve our transit 
system, we needed a leader who 
has done this work at world-
class systems and Andy’s suc-
cesses in Toronto are evidence 
that he is up to this critically 
important task.”

Byford will replace acting 
President Darryl Irick, who 
was appointed after Tom Pren-
dergast left the agency and will 
bring 30 years of experience to 

the table starting in January.
“New York City’s public 

transit system has driven 
New York City to become 
the bustling, successful me-
tropolis that it is, and it’s an 
honor to be trusted with the 
huge responsibility to mod-
ernize the system and bring 
it to the high levels of perfor-
mance and customer service 
that New Yorkers truly de-
serve and rightfully expect,” 
Byford said. “I look forward 
to working with my new col-
leagues and all the employees 
of New York City Transit and 
the MTA, and, most impor-
tantly, our customers.”

Lhota and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo have been in a stale-
mate battle against the city 
over who should pick up the tab 
on the MTA chairman’s $800 
million-plus subway stabiliza-
tion plan, which includes sig-
nal upgrades, modified train 
cars with higher capacity and 
campaign against garbage, the 
No. 1 cause of track fires and 
delays.

“Having held the position 
myself, I can say with cer-
tainty that it’s an immensely 

challenging job but also deeply 
rewarding,” MTA Managing 
Director Ronnie Hakim said. 
“Andy is incredibly well-re-
garded in the transportation 

world and did outstanding 
things in Toronto. I’m confi-
dent he will do the same here 
in New York.”

In late June, Cuomo called 

for a state emergency for the 
subways to suspend bureau-
cracy to expedite improve-
ments following system-wide 
meltdowns, including a de-
railment in Harlem which 
injured over 30 straphangers. 
Since then, the state of emer-
gency has been renewed by 
the state four times.

Recently released MTA 
data shows weekday ridership 
dropped between September 
2016 and  2017 for the first 
time since 2009. Weekday rid-
ership reached its peak last 
year at around 6 million rides 
a day but went down by 50,000 
in the latest count.

Weekend ridership dropped 
by about 58,000 passengers per 
day to total of about 5.7 million 
MetroCard swipes.

On top of the subway rider-
ship decline, buses travel has 
dipped down to about 2 mil-
lion daily passengers com-
pared to the 2.1 million aver-
age in 2013.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Toronto transit wiz Andy Byford was named President of New York City 
Transit in the hope he will turn the failing commuter system around. 

Courtesy of TTC
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Health care has been in the headlines a lot lately. What does it 
mean to you? At MetroPlus, getting affordable health insurance 
for your family doesn’t have to be complicated. Thanks to all the 
new MetroPlus Community Offi ces, chances are we’re not far from 
you. We’re everywhere from the Staten Island Mall to Parkchester 
in the Bronx. Sunset Park in Brooklyn to Skyview Mall in Queens. 
For a full list of neighborhood locations, visit metroplus.org. 
Drop in for a visit! And yes, you can bring the kids!

Pick up kids 
from school
Buy Groceries
Get Health Care

Enroll by December 15 
for coverage january 1

SIGN UP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM

MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 11/28/17. Early withdrawal penalty may apply. 

Call Customer Service regarding other 
Attractive CD and Money Market Rates
*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*

The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 
Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 2.00%

30 Month 
Certifi cate of Deposit
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CLARKS UNBEND
Available in Black/Brown 
B-D-EEE-6-16
All day comfort guaranteed

718-465-2860

ERIC COMFORT SHOES ~ QUEENS VILLAGE
Holiday Sale & Lowest Prices Of The Season Guaranteed! The Home Of The World’s Finest Footwear!!!

$30 OFF

ECCO
B-D-EEE-6-16
All day comfort guaranteed

SAS-LIBERTY
Available in Black/Brown 

Slip resistant with comfort system

TOE
WARMERS
SHELTER
M-W-XW-4-13 
Waterproof/Warm

$30 OFF

BLONDO
VENISE

M-W-XW-4-13 

Available

100%
of Style

TIMBERLAND PRO
Wide widths available

$20 OFF

WANDERLUST DANETTE

$110 
NOW
$6999

SAS TRAVELER

N-M-W-XW-4-13

TROTTERS DANELLE
N-M-W-WW-4-13

$20 OFF
$20 OFF
Any Naturalizer - Clarks
Easy Spirit - Rockport
Hush Puppies-Florsheim
Toe Warmers - Trotters
SAS - Whisper
ARA Boots - $15 Off
Any Shoes - Exp: 12/31/17

Bayside restaurant marks 
Small Business Saturday

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Sabor Guaraní, a res-
taurant and bar in Bay-
side, opened its doors on 
Small Business Saturday 
to serve up authentic 
Paraguayan cuisine like 
empanadas, sliders, steak, 
and meat platters. 

Sabor is a family-oper-
ated restaurant and has 
been located at 40-04 Bell 
Blvd. in Bayside since Oc-
tober 2015, according to Is-
mael Roman, the second-
generation manager of the 
restaurant.

The first generation 
of the family, Nancy and 
Carlos Ojeda, started 
making authentic Para-
guayan food in Sunny-
side 10 years ago at 43-16 
Greenpoint Ave. Later 
their son Fabricio decided 
to expand the business to 
accommodate people who 
wanted the same food 
who live in other parts of 
Queens, Long Island and 
even Westchester.

Helping to manage the 
restaurant in Bayside is 
Fabricio’s brother-in-law, 
who is married to his 
sister Natalia, Ismael Ro-
man. 

“I manage the kitchen 
and I manage the bar,” said 
Roman, who also trains 
people in the kitchen.

The family is from the 
capital of the landlocked 
South American country, 
Asunción, and their res-
taurant mostly serves tra-
ditional Paraguayan food. 

“In a lot of authentic 
Paraguayan cuisine we 
serve a lot of beefs, steaks, 
empanadas, a little bit of 
fish,” Roman said. “What 
we have here is something 
you won’t be able to find 
anywhere else, because it 
is hard to make, but we do 
have the people who are 
trained to make it. Some 
of them even come from 
Paraguay.”

The restaurant also 
concocts the national 
drink of Paraguay.

“It’s a non-alcoholic 
drink called Terere and 
it’s made with herbs,” said 
Roman. “We have differ-
ent brands we used and 
pulled in from Paraguay.” 

There are also drinks 
made from Mburucuya, 
which is the national flow-
er of Paraguay that is fea-
tured on the Sabor sign, 
according to Roman. 

They also have the des-
sert pastafrola. 

“It’s a dessert made 
with guava,” Roman said. 
“We bake the little bread 
and put the guava on top 
and then bake it again.”

Despite serving con-
ventional Paraguayan 
food with meats and 
cheeses, the restaurant 
does adapt for people who 
are lactose intolerant, 
gluten-free and vegan, ac-
cording to Roman. 

“We want to accommo-
date everybody who wants 
to try Paraguayan food,” 
Roman said. “We keep it 
as traditional as we can.” 
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*Depending on eligibility, amount varies by plan.  Monthly balance cannot be carried over from month to month.
Centers Plan for Healthy Living is an HMO with Medicare and Medicaid contracts.  Enrollment in Centers Plan for 
�������	
����	������	�	�������	�������		
����������	�����������	��	�����������	���	������		�������	
formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or co-payment/coinsurance may change on January 
�	��	����	�����		���	�����	���������	��������	��	�	�����	�!������	��	�	��������	����������	��	�������		
Contact the plan for more information. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, unless otherwise 
paid by Medicaid.  This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare.  
Premiums, co-pays, coinsurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please call 
our member service number at 1-844-274-5227, TTY users call 1-800-421-1220, seven days a week 8am-8pm.  
ATTENTION: If you speak Spanish or Chinese language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. 
Call 1-877-940-9330 (TTY: 1-800-421-1220).  
Centers Plan for Healthy Living complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Centers Plan for Healthy Living cumple con las leyes 
federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, 
discapacidad o sexo. Centers Plan for Healthy Living   遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、膚色、民族血
統、年齡、殘障或性別而 視任何人。
H6988_MKT4002 Accepted 10152017

Do you have 
these cards?

Annual Deductibles
Monthly Plan Premium 
Primary Care Visits
Includes: Dental • Vision • Hearing • Prescriptions0$

Up To9 0$ Monthly 
Over-the-Counter 
������

*

1(844) 274-5227 
TTY Users 1(800) 421-1220
7 days a week, 8am-8pm  
www.centersplan.com

Join Centers Plan for Healthy Living and get all the services of traditional 
��������	
��	����������	�������

Then maximize 
your Medicare 
��������	
���
this card!
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Hello and good buy
COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Heading to the cash register with a basket full of holiday decorations. 

People-watching on Black Friday is nearly as prominent as shopping.

The traditional sidewalk Santas collecting for The Salvation 
Army have given way to more casually dressed collectors.

Traffic in the Queens Center mall's public areas was brisk. 

Sales associates at the Apple Store swapped their blue tops for red the day after Thanksgiving.

At the gigantic House of Holiday Christmas Store on Atlantic 
Avenue, someone decides hanging a couple more Christmas 
balls couldn’t hurt.
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Garden School
Cultivating Success in Every Child

Realistic Alternative to Manhattan Schools
Near Public Transportation / Private Bus Available

Nursery to Grade 12, Independent College Prep School
NYSAIS accredited, strong academics, small classes• 
AP Classes, athletics, college counseling, character education• 

Open House for all families, Nursery to Grade 12
Presentation 9:00 am - 11:30 am.• 
Children welcome.  Refreshments served.• 

33 - 16 79th Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel: (718) 335-6363 | www.gardenschool.org

Merit Scholarship Exam for grades 5-9, pre-register by 12/2/17
Merit award winners receive 25%-100% tuition discounts• 
Merit families tour Garden School during Merit Exam• Michael, Asia, Brandon, and Ryan.

2016 and 2017 100% Merit Scholarship Winners

Saturday, December 9th - 9:00am

Garden School has 
earned accreditation from 
the New York State As-
sociation of Independent 
Schools (NYSAIS), the 
most rigorous and presti-
gious accreditation avail-
able to independent schools 
in New York State. 

Started by a group of 
parents 95 years ago in 
Jackson Heights, Queens, 
the school has remained 
true to its commitment of 
providing a rigorous and 
complete education. The 
school’s continued success 
is based on providing a per-
sonalized educational expe-
rience to a relatively small 
and diverse student body 
of 300 students in Nursery 
to Grade 12, in small class 
sizes of 18 or fewer, within 
a community that thrives 
on parent participation.

Garden’s Merit Scholar-
ship Program was started 
over twenty years ago in 
order to attract high-per-
forming and well-rounded 
students to the school. Each 

year, over 100 students par-
ticipate in the Merit Schol-
arship Exam and the Pro-
gram offers over a dozen 
full and partial academic 
scholarships.

This year’s Merit Schol-
arship Exam is being ad-
ministered on Saturday, 
December 9th to students 
in grades 5-9. Families 
must preregister for this 

Exam and potential can-
didates with high scores 
are invited to interview 
and school records are re-
viewed. Typically, the pro-
cess of identifying Merit 
Scholars each year is com-
pleted by the middle of Feb-
ruary once all interviews 
have been completed.

Scholarships ranging 
from 25% to 100% of tuition, 
are awarded for a student’s 
entire time at Garden. 
Thus, a student entering 
Garden School as a sixth 

grader can expect to re-
ceive his or her scholarship 
award for seven years cov-
ered by the program. The 
scholarships can be worth 
as much as $125,000 in Gar-
den School tuition fees over 
a seven-year period.

Please contact the school 
at 718-335-6363 and more in-
formation and registration 
can be found on the Garden 
School website (www.gar-
denschool.org) and by email-
ing info@gardenschool.org.

E D U C A T I O N  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Garden School Offers Full and Partial Scholarships Annually
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Two next-door homes went up in 
flames from a fire in Jamaica on the 
night of Thanksgiving, according to 
the FDNY. 

The three-alarm fire was deter-
mined to be accidental and was started 
by an electrical extension cord, the de-
partment said. 

The houses that were destroyed 
were located at 162-20 and 160-18 on 
108th Avenue., and none of the nine 
people who were displaced suffered 
any injuries, according to the FDNY.

The fire occurred on the first floor 
of both homes, the authorities said. 

The nine people who were displaced 
are being helped by the Red Cross, ac-
cording to authorities. 

On Nov. 24, the day after the fire, the 
FDNY tweeted on the social media plat-
form Twitter a link to the FDNY Smart 

website about cord safety and a video 
about shoppers checking if a product is 
UL certified for Black Friday.  

Electrical products carrying a UL 
certification means it has met the 
Underwriters Laboratories safety re-
quirement. 

UL is a global safety science organi-
zation, according to its website. 

Cords must be regularly checked 
and if damaged or frayed should be re-
placed immediately, according to the 
FDNY Smart website. Wrapping dam-
aged cords with PVC electrical tape is 
not a permanent solution to the prob-
lem. 

To keep cords safe FDNY suggests 
not running cords under carpets or 
hanging them from nails. 

If a damaged cord is attached to an 
appliance that individuals want to keep, 
contact an electrician to repair it and do 
not touch it, the department said. 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Mobile food vendors have until Dec. 
12 at 11 a.m. to request a permit to work 
at 146 park sites across the city for five 
years, according to the city’s Depart-
ment of Parks & Recreation. Nearly 30 
of the sites will be new. 

Queens will have 13 new concession 
sites at its parks, bringing the grand 
total of carts which serve ice cream, 
non-processed and processed food to 
34, according to the department.

The new sites include PS 165, PS 18, 
Wood Tree Playground, Horace Hard-
ing Playground, Frank Golden Me-
morial Park, Creedmoor Farm Park, 
Travers Park, Newcombe Square, 
Elmhurst Park, Poppenhusen Play-
ground, Veterans Grove, Newtown 
Playground and Dr. Charles R. Drew 
Memorial Park.   

While Queens might have the most 
new sites, Manhattan has the most 
locations for vendors at 35, thanks to 
additional locations at Isham Park, 
Robert Wagner Playground, PS 155 and 
Glick Park. 

The Bronx also has four new food 
vending sites at Grove Hill Playground, 
Mill Pond Park, Barnhill Triangle and 
Fort Independence Playground, which 
bring its total to 32 sites. 

Staten Island has two new sites 
at Prall Playground and Conference 
House Park, which gives it a grand to-
tal of 20 sites. 

Brooklyn has new spots for ven-
dors at 100% Playground, Bensonhurst 
Park, Harry Maze Playground, Marine 
Park, Railroad Playground and Rems-
en Playground. In all the borough has 
25 locales for vendors. 

Potential new vendors can go to 
www.nyc.gov/parks/businessoppor-
tunities to make a request or go to the 
Revenue Division for the city’s Depart-
ment of Parks & Recreation at 830 5th 
Ave., Room 407. 

The permits will run from Jan. 1, 
2018 to December 31, 2022, according to 
the department. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Mobile food vendors get 
new sites in city parks

Thanksgiving fi re erupts 
in two Jamaica homes

There are 29 new sites near parks for mobile 
food vendors to serve food or ice cream. 
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HGTV Santa HQ Holiday Parade   NOV. 18 AT 11AM-2PM
Bring the kids and join us for a Festive Holiday Event to Kick-Off the Season! Together we will officially open the HGTV Santa HQ 
with a Santa Parade, formal Ribbon Cutting, strolling holiday entertainment, selfie booth, live music, free craft for kids and more!

Black Friday Shopping   NOV. 23 - NOV. 24
Make a plan to join us Black Friday for that Traditional Shopping Trip to the Mall! All stores will open at 5pm on Thanksgiving Day 
and remain open to 2am Black Friday. The MALL and MANY stores will remain open throughout the night. ALL stores will reopen 
at 9am Friday to 10pm. Watch for Fun, Entertainment, Give-Aways and more…popping up throughout the night and day! Check 
ShopQueensCenter.com and follow us on social media for updates and details.

Breakfast with Santa   DEC. 2 AT 8-10AM AT THE FOOD COURT
Join us for a jolly good time with Santa at our Kids Club Breakfast. Children enjoy 
complimentary breakfast, fun, games and a special visit with Santa himself.

Toy Drive   NOV. 18 - DEC. 10
Queens Center will conduct a toy drive to help local organizations serving families and 
children in need. Please bring an unwrapped, new toy to the Concierge Desk on Level 3 and 
help us help underprivileged children in our community enjoy the holiday season!

Plus watch out for surprise entertainment throughout the Holiday Season!  
Visit ShopQueensCenter.com for more information.

Holiday Festivities

DANIEL RODRIGUEZ
BROADWAY ON

THE MADISON THEATRE’S  
VINTAGE BROADWAY SERIES 

WITH HIGHLIGHTS FROM: With: 
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Celebration!

CHRISTMAS

ITH HIGHLIGHTS FROMH HIGHLIGHTS FRO

FOR TICKETS CALL  
516.323.4444

OR VISIT  
MADISONTHEATRENY.ORG

1000 Hempstead Ave., Rockville Centre
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:11/24/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,795
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 11/24/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,288
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$22,000BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROOOKEEEEEOOOKEEEOKOKOKEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

MURARA ONONOOO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,288
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$19,588
'17 TOYOTA RAV4

2k miles, Stk#35101
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Brand-new Auxiliary Police officers from Queens South throw 
a party at the end of their nine-week training course. Training 
Officer Andrew Thaler of the 105th Precinct poses with some 
of new recruits at St. Nicholas of Tolentine in Jamaica. 

Photo by Bruce Adler

The commander of the 105th Precinct, Inspector Jeffrey 
Schiff, tweets out word that the security at shopping 
districts in southeast Queens is getting a helping hand 
from the borough command.  Twitter

Three Queens College students bring home first prize — and a big check — in the TD Ameritrade thinkorswim Challenge, 
a simulated trading competition, where they turned $500,000 into financial assets totaling $2.6 million. (l. to r.), Max 
Fruchter, QC President Félix Matos Rodríguez, Shlomo Sandler, faculty advisor Luc Marest, and Daniel Baruch. 

Courtesy of Queens College

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown (seated, c.) and his staff meet with Judy and Dennis Shepard (seated), the parents of 
Matthew Shepard — the young student who was killed in a gay hate crime in 1998 — just before a conference at Borough Hall 
called Conquering #Hate Together. Courtesy of DA Brown

A-plus for clever use of social media: Monsignor McClancy High 
School starts decorating its lobby for the holidays — and invites 
people to follow the daily progress on Twitter.  Twitter
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BO R R O W  F R O M  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

Forest Hi l ls —  p :646.569.3600    71-15 Aust in  Street ,  Forest  H i l l s ,  NY 11375
Garden City — p:516.248.4868    2131  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Garden Ci ty  Park,  NY 11040
     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Jer i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rden C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  J e r i c h o Tu r n p i ke,  M i n e o l a ,  N Y  11501
P l ea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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ELDERCARE

W ith lifetimes of experiences and seemingly 
everything they could ever want or need 
in life already at their disposal, seniors 

can be difficult to shop for come the holiday sea-
son. Many even insist that their family members 
save their money and not buy them anything for 
the holidays.

But if the thought of Grandma or Grandpa not 
having something to open come the holidays is 
simply unacceptable, consider the following gift 
ideas:

Activity assistance devices
The realities of getting older often mean the 

body slows down and activities may not be as 
easy as they used to be. Many active seniors are 
not ready to live sedentary lives, nor should they 
be forced to do so. Plenty of products exist that 
can make life easier and more comfortable for 
older adults.

Television-amplifying headphones are one 
product that can be a great fit for seniors, par-
ticularly those having difficulty hearing their 

televisions. The headphones amplify the sound 
of the programming without disturbing others 
in the room, and many such headphones even 
allow users to mute their televisions. This fea-
ture is perfect for someone who likes to watch 
TV while a spouse is sleeping or reading in the 
same room.

Other devices that can make life easier for se-
niors include magnifying products or bookhold-
ers. In addition, gel seat cushions can take pres-
sure off of the spine in the car or at home. 

Food
Food is always a handy gift because it doesn’t 

take up much room and can be enjoyed at a recip-
ient’s leisure. Perhaps there is something the se-
nior in your life used to enjoy as a child but now 
finds hard to come by. A search of the Internet 
may uncover that special treat. 

You may be able to ship a specialty soft drink 
or favorite cookie that is not available in a 
nearby store. Otherwise, ask a store manager if 
a particular item that’s not in stock in the store 

can be a special order.

Photos
What grandparent does not enjoy looking at 

his or her family members? Computer-savvy 
men and women can use photo software to de-
sign personalized photo books, calendars, mugs, 
and other photo-related gifts. Just about any-
thing can be emblazoned with a photo, including 
tote bags and pillows. 

Another idea is to collect old photos and com-
pile a memory book. Scan the images so they are 
preserved digitally and then print out the im-
ages in a book that includes the family history.

Time
Seniors who truly do not want or need any-

thing probably will likely jump at the opportu-
nity to spend time with loved ones. Treat a friend 
or family member to a meal out or simply spend 
a few hours chatting at his or her home. Some-
times the company of a new face and good con-
versation is the ideal gift.  

Gift ideas for the special seniors in your life

With lifetimes of experiences and seemingly everything they 
could ever want or need in life already at their disposal, seniors 
can be diffi cult to shop for come the holiday season. iStock
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ELDERCARE TODAY

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
One of the greatest fears for a family with a frail 

parent or spouse is learning their home care pro-
vider is withdrawing service.  The family is then 
faced with the formidable task of fi nding another 
agency that will offer equivalent hours and service.

This situation is affecting families throughout the 
country. Many families who receive Medicaid home 
care are being notifi ed that their plan is closing or 
withdrawing from their area.  New York home care 
enrollees are currently confronting this new real-
ity.  In the last few months, two of the largest Med-
icaid home care providers announced they are with-
drawing service from select areas of Long Island, 
Westchester County, and New York City. The two pro-
viders, Guildnet and Northshore LIJ announced they 
will cease serving select metro areas by December 31, 
2017.  

Between these two agencies thousands of home 
care recipients will be affected. Guildnet is with-
drawing home care services from approximately 
3,000 families in Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester 
counties.  Northshore LIJ has notifi ed almost 5,500 
clients that they are withdrawing service from New 
York City, Nassau and Suffolk Counties.

These Medicaid home health plans, called Man-
aged Long Term Care plans are private agencies that 
are approved by Medicaid to administer care to the 
elderly.  Medicaid reimburses them for their service, 
however the care providers receive the same amount 
per enrollee, regardless if they receive four hours or 
twelve hours of care per day.  Many plans state that 
with so many clients requiring more hours, they can 
no longer afford to stay in business.

This is any family’s worst nightmare.  These fami-
lies are faced with the task of fi nding another health 
care plan that will offer the equivalent time and ser-
vice. 

Fortunately, long-term care advocates in New 
York have put pressure on the state to take action. 
In September 2017 the New York State Department of 
Health passed Managed Long Term Care Policy 17.02, 
guidelines that Medicaid home care plans must fol-
low before withdrawing service. 

A care plan must fi rst submit a closure timeline 
to the Department of Health. Once the timeline is ap-
proved the provider must notify each enrollee by mail 

sixty (60) days prior to the closure. The letter must in-
clude a list of active Medicaid home care programs 
that cover the affected area. It must inform enroll-
ees that if they do not select a plan within the allot-
ted time period, the participant will be auto-assigned 
to a new plan that will provide equivalent home care 
services for up to 120 days or until the families agree 
to accept reduced services. This protects clients in 
the short term by guaranteeing the same number of 
hours per week for three months.

After the transition period the new plan may pro-
pose reducing services but it must offer evidence that 
the member’s condition has improved to the point that 
services can be reduced. The family will be informed 
of the decision in writing and must be told how they 
can appeal this decision if they do not agree.  

This is a hard reality for families who expected 
to provide their aging parents with a good old age. 
Cuts in Medicaid and Medicare budgets are putting 
a strain on home care for older adults.  This does not 
mean that good care is not obtainable.

Advocacy groups are making strides in setting 
guidelines that protect the consumer. It is important 
for families with frail parents to remain aware of new 
developments in long term care and take advantage of 
these protections.

 Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care advisor/advocate 
and founder of ElderCareGiving, a service that helps 
families make diffi cult care decision for aging loved 
ones. She understands the regulations covering long-
term care, helps with life transitions, and monitors care 
through regular visits.  She teaches advocacy skills to 
caregivers and professionals. For more information 
visit her website www.joannaleefer.com.

What to do when your home care agency closes

The harsh reality of the closing of a home care agency can 

create hardships for families with elderly relatives. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

W inter is right around the corner. 
That means that most people 
will be trading in windbreak-

ers and rakes for heavy coats and 
snow shovels. Winter can be a beauti-
ful time of the year, but the snow and 
ice that covers the landscape in a pris-
tine sheet of white can present certain 
hazards as well.

Walking on ice can be extremely 
dangerous, particularly to those peo-
ple who already may have mobility 
issues, such as the elderly. According 
to the National Safety Council, slips 
and falls are the single largest cause 
of emergency room visits. Slip and 
fall injuries also are the third largest 
cause of workplace injuries, says the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Many accidental falls occur from 
lack of stability or poor physical 
health. However, come winter, many 
falls can be attributed to walking on 
slippery surfaces covered with snow 
or ice. To avoid falls on ice, you might 
want to take certain precautions:

Change the way you walk
Adapting to the slippery condi-

tions could help prevent some of the 
falls caused by snow and ice. When 
walking on ice, plant feet with toes 

facing outward slightly, and then 
shuffl e along. Hunching over a little 
and extending arms outward will 
help to lower your center of gravity 
and also offer a little more stability. 

Take short, fl at steps so that the 
heels and toes of your shoes stay in 
contact with the ground as much as 

possible and offer maximum surface 
contact.

Switch shoes
Flat shoes with rubber soles are 

more capable of gripping the ice than 
other types of shoes. Contrary to pop-
ular belief, clunky winter boots may 

make walking more diffi cult. Try 
rain boots instead, as rain boots typi-
cally have fl atter soles. 

There also are many different 
types of shoe ice grips on the market 
that can be added to the soles of shoes. 
They easily slip on to offer more trac-
tion. Whenever possible, try to avoid 
shoes with already slippery soles or 
high heels. Carry these shoes with 
you and change after you are inside.

Remove shoes indoors
Slips and falls can happen inside 

a home as well. Many people have 
tile or laminate entryways in their 
homes, and these entrances can be-
come quite slippery when snow-
packed shoes warm up and the snow 
melts, creating a wet, slick surface. 

Avoid falls by placing mats by 
the front door and removing shoes 
when you enter. Stash a pair of slip-
pers nearby into which you can 
change.

Falls on slippery surfaces can be 
quite dangerous, especially for se-
niors. Avoid trips to the emergency 
room for broken bones or abrasions 
by slowing down, dressing appropri-
ately, and walking on paths that have 
been cleared of snow and ice. 

Prevent slips and falls this winter

Walking on ice can be extremely dangerous, particularly to those people who already may 
have mobility issues, such as the elderly.
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The onset of winter brings shorter 
days and busy schedules as fam-
ily and friends gather for holi-

days and events. What many caregiv-
ers may not realize is that this is the 
most critical time of the year for a 
person with Alzheimer’s or a related 
dementia to maintain a consistent 
schedule, especially when it comes to 
sleep. 

When daylight ends earlier, there is a 
disruption of circadian rhythm that may 
increase the agitation at the end of the 
day called “sundowning”.  Sundowning 
symptoms include agitation, confusion, 
frustration, mood swings and irritabil-
ity and are often focused on the care-
giver. During sundowning, it’s not un-
common for the person with dementia to 
pace or even wander, increasing the risk 
of injury. 

One way to minimize sundowning is 
to maintain a consistent daily routine. 
This includes getting enough sleep.  An-
other helpful strategy is to maximize 
sunlight exposure during the day. Keep-
ing the home brightly lit and turning on 
indoor lights late in the afternoon until 
bedtime can help decrease the confusion 
or disorientation that comes with early 
evening darkness.  (Caregivers can buy 
lightbulbs designed for this purpose that 
simulate natural sunlight.) When appro-
priate, maintaining physical activity, 

avoiding alcoholic drinks, caffeine and 
large meals late in the day also support 
healthy sleep.  

Daily routines are the touchstone of a 
calmer and more comfortable experience, 
not only for the person with dementia, 
but for the caregiver as well.  A regular 
schedule provides a sense of comfort and 
control. Routines bring a sense of famil-
iarity, safety and security to an individ-
ual with dementia.  Establishing a pre-
dictable schedule may help transfer the 
daily routine into the long-term memory 
portion of the brain, which might con-
tribute to greater independence in some 
activities for a longer period of time. And 
as another benefi t, these same routines 
reduce stress and improve quality of life 
for the caregiver.

Things to consider when creating 
a routine include the time of day that a 
person with dementia functions best. 
At CaringKind, we recommend consis-
tent times for waking up, eating meals, 
bathing, dressing, receiving visitors, 

and bedtime.  And its key to insure am-
ple time for meals, dressing, bathing and 
rest as well as time for creative, intellec-
tual, physical, and social activities for 
both the caregiver and the person with 
dementia. 

Perhaps the most important outcome 
of a daily routine is the potential to im-
prove sleep quality for the person with 
dementia.  Preventing fatigue is crucial 
to minimizing stress and minimizing 
sundowning, particularly in the middle 
and late stages of the disease. Adequate 

sleep might also reduce the risk for falls. 
And for individuals and family members 
affected by a dementia diagnosis at any 
stage, obtaining good sleep is a key com-
ponent to the health of everyone involved 
in managing the disease and caregiving. 

To speak to an expert on how you can 
create a caregiving schedule and mini-
mize sundowning, and for information 
on other topics related to Alzheimer’s 
disease or a related dementia, call Car-
ingKind’s 24-hour Helpline at (646) 744–
2900 or visit www.caringkindnyc.org. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan

The importance of schedules and sleep during winter months

A consistent sleep routine is benefi cial for the continued good health of an elderly person 
suffering with dementia and the long-term comfort and effi ciency of their caregiver. 
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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Coyote Cinema is a folk-rock 
band led by Astoria-based 
poet and singer-songwrit-
er Elise Levitt. The group has 
played clubs, bars, and ven-
ues throughout New York City. 
 Photo by Patrick Merino

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Before the Greenwich Village 
folk scene evolved into folk-rock, 
Bob Dylan announced: “I’m speak-
ing for all of us. I’m the spokesman 
for a generation.”

It was back in those bygone Bo-
hemian Sixties that a socially and 
spiritually conscious music revo-
lution was taking place in Amer-
ica. And the Village was where 
everything hip happened. 

Artists, musicians and poets 
hanging out in smoky late-night 
coffee houses, folk clubs, and base-
ment bars. MacDougal Street was 
hopping. Many soon to be famous 
artists flocked to the Gaslight 
Café and played tunes or waxed 
poetic at open mics. And the origi-
nal Cafe Wha? (still a popular mu-
sic venue), was where Dylan made 
his New York debut. 

gathered around the fountain 
in Washington Square park – the 
true epicenter of the folk scene 

– were other young musicians, 
whose sound would eventually in-
fluence bands like the Byrds, and 
Crosby, Stills, & Nash, who creat-
ed songs that cool cats everywhere 
were “digging.”

It has been said that the folk-
rock movement was ignited in 
1965, when Dylan surprised his 
festival audience with an electric 
guitar. Before long, famous sing-
ers like Judy Collins, Joan Baez, 
and Joni Mitchell, along with leg-
endary groups like The Turtles, 
Simon & Garfunkel, and the Ma-
mas and the Papas, would follow 
his cue well into the ‘70s. 

Keeping the folk-rock aes-
thetic alive and relevant today 
are Mumford and Sons, the Lu-
mineers, and others.

And then there’s a rising Asto-
ria-based folk-rock band, Coyote 
Cinema, led by poet and singer-
songwriter Elise Levitt.  

At times, this indie group 
seems to be channeling the sto-

rytelling tradition inherent in 
old-school folk music, with a vibe 
that evokes shades of Bohemian 
ballads. But when you hear those 
exciting acoustic guitar riffs, ev-
erything changes.  

And while Levitt’s tunes reflect 
her own personal view on life and 
civilization, it’s surprising to learn 
that her poetry and music will al-
ways be inspired by her day job as a 
behavioral therapist for preschool 
aged kids with autism. 

“This work informs, infuri-
ates, and enlightens every aspect 
of my life. My music is no differ-
ent,” she says.

Beyond that, the songstress in-
sists that she’s not a political poet, 
like Dylan.

 “I’m not a political human. I’m a 
free human and my songs are about 
what that means and how hard it is 
to feel and understand your free-
dom in a politicized society. I’m not 
social in the way that I touch upon 
a particular issue …. though some 

songs do touch on the imprison-
ment of daily living,” Levitt notes.  

“I have a song called ‘Stop Watch,’ 
about working with students to try 
to normalize their behaviors, and 
I am confronted with my own nor-
malization. ‘Desert Song’ and ‘Trop-
ic of Subway’ have to do with what 
it’s like to live in an environment 
that is not made for self-reliant and 
cooperative survival. And they are 
also personal songs.”

A native of Woodmere, L.I., 
Levitt spent her young adulthood 
crafting stanzas on napkins and 
“tossing out prose like free sam-
ples.” In 2015, she met her signifi-
cant other, poet and spoken word 
artist Ben Absurdo (a Southern 
California native), while playing 
Astoria’s open mic scene. They 
formed Coyote Cinema with Ab-
surdo on bass guitar, Astorian 
Keith Malonis on drums, and 
Brooklyn musician Kyle Rogers 
on mandolin, the following year. 

Continued on Page 42
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Answers in Sports

La Gota Fria (The Cold 
Sweat) — What is it about 
cancer that makes people 
laugh? Nothing you say? 
Maybe this new play 
by Anna Capunay can 
make you dance, laugh 
and think about your 
choices involving cancer 
treatments. So let’s go 
back in time to Queens in 
the 1990s when you, your 
family and your friends 
were dancing to new and 
classic salsa, merengue 
and Latin Pop!
When: Friday, Dec. 1, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 2, at 
3 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
Dec. 3, at 4 p.m.
Where: Thalia Theatre
Cost: $18
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org/production.cfm?p=230 

Perfect Piranha — 
“Perfect Piranha” 
moves in circles through 
ineffable strands of shady 
movement to fully-
articulated declarative 
dancing. It emerges as 
an uninterrupted flow of 
continuous movement, 
veering between a 

whisper and a roar. It 
gives sway to mixed 
emotions, evaporating 
patterns, and exclamatory 
physicality with 
vaudevillian flourishes. 
The dance concludes in an 
immaculate outpouring 
– Mandala – a dance 
within a dance. Mandala 
is an extraordinarily 
intricate ascending spiral 
that serves as soulful 
completion.
When: Dec. 1 to Dec. 9, 
Wednesdays through Fridays 
at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 6:30 
p.m. and 9 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, Long Island City
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.
org/

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — 
The play revolves around 
Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue 
on a mission to find his 
beloved runaway parrot, 
Polly. Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfits, 
Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, 

sword fights, and plenty of 
audience interaction.
When: Saturday, Dec. 2, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, 
$15 for adults; $40 family 
four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com 

From the Mixed Up 
Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler — ArtsPower’s 
enchanting musical, based 
on E.L. Konigsburg’s 
Newbery Medal-winning 
classic, follows Claudia 
Kincaid and her brother 
Jamie up the stone steps of 
the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art and right into the 
middle of an adventure 
sure to captivate audiences 
of all ages.
When: Sunday, Dec. 3, at 1 
p.m. and 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $14, $12 for members
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org/mixed-fi les-mrs-basil-e-
frankweiler
 

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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BY MERLE EXIT

Are you a music fan?
If so, you can celebrate 

your holiday season at the 
Annual Holiday Concert 
of the Oratorio Society of 
Queens as Maestro David 
Close and the 125-member 
chorus perform excerpts 
from Handel’s “Messiah” 
with chorus, soloists, and 
OSQ’s orchestra, The Or-
chestral Arts Ensemble of 
Queens. 

The first portion of 
the concert program in-
cludes selections from 
Handel’s “Messiah,” 
while the second half in-
cludes “Gloria” by Ran-
dol Bass. 

The program also fea-
tures some holiday songs, 
including Hanukkah-
themed “Ocho Kandeli-
kas” and “The Lamp Kept 
Burnin’ On,” featuring 
Cantor Jerry Korobow, 

as well as Christmas 
tunes “The Many Moods 
of Christmas,” “Noel, 
Nouvelet,” “O Holy Night” 
and “Joy to the World.”

Close, the artistic di-
rector and conductor of 

OSQ, said he wanted to 
include two Hanukkah 
songs that are not as 
common. 

“I decided on ‘Ocho 
Kandelikas,’ a Ladino 
song about the eight can-

dles of Hanukkah, and 
rearranged it for both 
orchestra and chorus,: 
he said. “‘The Lamp Kept 
Burnin’ On’ was more re-
cently composed by Linda 
Tsurukoa, whose hus-

band is Japanese.  After 
converting to Judaism, he 
became a rabbi in Great 
Neck. The piece itself is 
in the style of an African-
American spiritual.”

Featured soloists in-

clude Jennifer Gliere (so-
prano), Byron Singleton 
(tenor), Vaughn Fritts 
(bass-baritone) and Ko-
robow. 

The concert is sched-
uled for Sunday, Dec. 17, 
at 4 p.m. at the Queensbor-
ough Center for the Per-
forming Arts in Queens-
borough College, located 
at 222-05 56th Ave.  

Tickets are available 
for $35, $30 for seniors 
(ages 62 and older) and 
students with ID, and $10 
for children 12 and under 
who are accompanied by 
an adult.

Tickets on the day of 
the concert will be avail-
able for $40 at the box of-
fice.

For additional in-
formation, please call 
the Oratorio Society of 
Queens at 718-279-3006 or 
visit  www.QueensOrato-
rio.org 

Oratorio Society of Queens to perform
its annual holiday concert at QPAC

The Oratorio Society of Queens will be performing its annual holiday concert at the Queensborough Center for the 
Performing Arts Dec. 17.  Courtesy of Dominick Totino Photography
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By Ed Canty

Vent Your Anger
Across
1. Biblical "hit"
5. Actress Kudrow
9. Pub game
14. Wedding dance
15. Guinness and 
others
16. Brothers' keeper?
17. Promising words
18. "Gil ___"
19. Recipe amts.
20. Risky dough
23. Simple animal
24. Dorm V.I.P.'s
25. The Wildcats, 
for short
28. Buying channel, 
briefly
29. Strange trait
32. Oktoberfest order
33. The Phantom's 
rival
34. He tested Job's 
faith
35. Edgar Bergen 
for one
39. Turner and others
40. Ticket category
41. Small bills
42. "I just don't feel 
___"
44. Mother's Day 
delivery Corp.
47. "___ 
Miserables"
48. Transcript fig.
49. Carpenter's tool
51. Former 
Minnesota governor
54. Illegal firing
57. Go yachting

58. "Up and ___!"
59. Smallest
60. Book after 
Proverbs: Abbr.
61. One of the 
Simpsons
62. Home Depot rival
63. Queens stadium
64. Pro votes

Down
1. Jewish mourning 
period
2. Web connectors
3. Like some 
transfers
4. One of the senses
5. Type of retriever
6. Latin's that
7. Clothing line
8. Group
9. Takes out

10. "Dear" advice-
giver
11. TD scorers
12. Summit
13. Ave. intersectors
21. Depth charge 
targets
22. Tea Party vote 
on Obama care
25. Hobby store buys
26. Musical chairs 
goal
27. Big coffee 
holder
30. MADD target
31. _____ ease 
(nervous)
32. Can of worms?
33. Genetic materials
34. Mideast V.I.P.
35. Barn topper
36. Chemical 

endings
37. Prefix with meter
38. Alternative to 
an exacta
39. Chat room 
chuckle
42. Pkg. deliverer
43. Doesn't flunk
44. Quarterback Doug
45. Mother ___
46. Playhouse 
presentations
48. Rest room sign
50. Europe's "boot"
51. "No way, ___!"
52. Per
53. Number two 
person
54. Pledge of 
Allegiance ender
55. Old Olds
56. Toothed tool

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GEOGRAPHIC SHAPES
S P A M B A T I M A G E
H E R O R I C E R I G O R
O R E O A O N E A S H E N
T I A N A N M E N S Q U A R E

B I K E T I S
A L T E R S C F O E B B S
R E H A B G U I L T U A E
B E R M U D A T R I A N G L E
O R E S I Z E S H O L E D
R Y E S V A R B I T E R S

T E A S E T A
A N T A R C T I C C I R C L E
T E S L A W O R K I L I A
O R A L S A W E S E A R S
M O R S E S A W S W A T

“For a while, she gave 
her words away to bar 
napkins (some of which I 
secretly nabbed off tables 
before we dated),” says 
Absurdo, who adopted 
that unusual moniker as 
a way of paying tribute to 
a band he once created, 
called DiscoAbsurdo.

Levitt, who writes her 
own guitar music, says 
most of her poems are 
ephemeral now. 

“They just turn right 
into songs. I found out 
I can do that and now I 
can’t stop. There are po-
ems everywhere, on nap-
kins, post-its, envelopes. 
I have yet to formally 
publish any of them.”

The Bohemian-look-
ing singer has played sev-
eral venues in Queens, 
including Let Love Inn 
(in Astoria), where her 
band opened for singer-
songwriter Virginia 
Marcs’ at her recent re-
cord release party. 

“My first show was 
a solo set I did for the 
Venus Envy Festival 
(all-female music fest in 
Astoria, run by Nelly 
Dubarry of the band 

Toy Animals), hosted by 
Irish Whiskey Bar,” Lev-
itt says. Since then she 
had her first show with 
drums and bass at The 
Shillelagh Tavern (also 
in that nabe), and had the 
privilege of playing solo 
at Shillelagh for another 
Venus Envy show. She 
also performed at a DIY 
show in Astoria Park.

Besides the solo sets, 
Coyote Cinema has 
played as a full band at 
various Astoria venues 
and at New York City hot 
spots, like the Sidewalk 
Café in the East Village.

You can experience 
their sound when they 
play a stripped down set 
this Sunday, Dec. 3 at Sek-
end Sun (a laid-back cock-
tail bar on a bustling As-
toria block just steps from 
the N/Q station), with Ab-
surdo on acoustic guitar, 
Rogers on mandolin and 
harmonica, and Levitt do-
ing vocals (while playing 
acoustic guitar). 

She will be playing 
a solo set on Friday, 
Dec. 8 – once again with 
Marcs – at Terra Firma 
in Brooklyn. The show’s 
theme is female singer-

songwriters. 
An upcoming show 

on Friday, Feb. 9, at The 
Wolfhound in Astoria, 
will feature Coyote Cine-
ma, as well as Absurdo’s 
and Rogers’ band, Ruder-
als. This will be the first 
time they deliberately 
blur the lines (slightly) 
between the two groups.

“Since these two 
bands share so many 
members, that show will 
give me and Ben an op-
portunity to combine 
some of our words and 
musical styles. Ben and I 
share a lot, and one of the 
things we share most is a 
certain disdain for tradi-
tional or straightforward 
leadership,” says Levitt, 
who also shares an Asto-
ria pad with her favorite 
band member.  

So, what makes Coy-
ote Cinema so special? 
“For me, I think it comes 
from the fact that words 
form the inspiration for 
the songs and breathe 
through the music and 
almost never the other 
way around. It’s about the 
poem of it,” Levitt said. 

For a creative like 
her, it was always poetry 
first. “Words were my 
way out and my way in. 
I studied poetry; read-
ing and crafting words 
since I was in the fifth 
grade. I fell in love with 
the sounds of words and 
the way they could mean 

Continued from Page 39 

everything and nothing. 
Of all the writing forms, 
poetry is an art form for 
line-steppers and crack-
ers of rulers and break-
ers of spines,” she says.

When the budding 
bard was older, an ex-boy-
friend leant her a guitar. 
“I learned a bunch of Bob 
Dylan covers and basically 
played that exclusively for 
a while. A lot of sad stuff 
happened after that, so 
much that I started writ-
ing songs to make jokes of 
it. Then I moved to Astoria 
and met Ben. The End.”

Levitt pointed out 

that unlike her L.I. home-
town, Astoria’s music 
scene is much livelier and 
filled with kind, creative 
musicians and poets, art-
ists and photographers 
“who support and need 
each other and come out 
to watch each other, and 
walk each other home, 
and play a little longer 
with you at rehearsal if 
you’re having a bad day 
and need some extra 
time. How lucky to have 
landed here,” she says.

When asked whether 
his girlfriend ever chan-
nels Bob Dylan, Absurdo 

recalls the first time 
he saw Levitt. She was 
onstage singing, and he 
whispered to a friend, 
“It’s Bob Dylan via Pep-
permint Patty.” 

“It’s interesting be-
cause she clearly takes 
some cues from Dylan, 
but they’re more stylistic 
than content-related,” he 
says. “Most of our songs 
are informed by this 
wish to be wild, a wish to 
live beyond the captivity 
of civilized society. But I 
think that’s pretty differ-
ent from the ‘political’ in 
Bob Dylan’s work.”

 EVENTS

Annual Community Tree 
Lighting — Head to Baisley 
Pond Park for an evening 
of tree decorating, live 
performances and singing. Stay 
for a special appearance from 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus and elves. 
When: Friday, Dec. 1, from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.
Where: Baisley Pond Park
Contact: (718) 810-2442

114th Precinct Community 
Council Children’s Christmas 
Party — The council will hold its 
2017 Christmas Party for 200 of 
the community’s underprivileged 
children. Donations from 
community members are 
requested to purchase gifts for 
the children. Attendance is by 
ticket only through the 114th 

Precinct Community Council. 
For more information contact 
the 114th Precinct’s Community 
Affairs. Checks can be sent to the 
precinct at 34-16 Astoria Blvd. 
and should be made payable to 
the 114th Precinct Community 
Council.
When: Saturday, Dec. 2, from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Astoria World Manor
Contact: (718) 626-9327

All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
Bazaar — Take pictures with 
Santa, enjoy food and baked 
goods, do some homemade 
crafts, and purchase a raffl e 
ticket for the $500 grand 
prize. Following the bazaar, All 
Saints’ Church is also hosting a 
luncheon Dec. 3. Reservations 
are required and tickets are 
$20 for adults and $8 for 

children under 12. Call for more 
information.
When: Saturday, Dec. 2, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church, Bayside
Contact: (718) 229-5631 

Christmas Fair — Stop by 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
for their Christmas Fair, where 
there will be handcrafts, 
decorations, handmade 
wreaths, gourmet food, vintage 
treasures, jewelery, gifts and 
more.
When: Saturday, Dec. 2, from 10 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: Redeemer Luteran 
Church, Bayside
Contact: (718) 229-5770
Christmas Craft Sale — 
Stop by St. Josephat’s for a 
Christmas Craft Sale. There 
will be hand made items, 
centerpieces, cemetery cones, 
crosses, and wreaths available, 
as well as a jewelery boutique, 
bakery items and cold cuts. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 3, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 
4, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: St. Josephat’s, Flushing

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 43
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

December 9 - 10 
Tickets from $20

www.queenstheatre.org 
718.760.0064

Steve Solomon’s  
My Mother’s Italian,  
My Father’s Jewish and  
I’m Home for the Holidays 
The therapy continues...

ALL  
NEW 

SHOW!

Contact: (718) 229-1663

The Great Northeast Cheese 
& Dairy Fest — Dive into a 
cheese lovers paradise as 
dozens of artisinal creameries 
from New York state and 
beyond showcase more than 
75 exquisite artisinal cheeses, 
from nutty sheep’s milk 
tommes and sharp Cheddars, 
to luscious triple cremes and 
tangy goat cheeses alongside 
the region’s fi nest wines and 
spirits.
When: Saturday, Dec. 2, from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Cost: $60, $100 for VIP 
package (20 percent discount 
for members)

Holiday Parade and Lighting 
Ceremony — The fourth annual 
Children’s Holiday Parade 
kicks off on at Bell Boulevard 
and 38th Avenue in Bayside, 
followed by carols and tree 
lighting on the 41st Ave. green 
at Bayside LIRR, Sunday, Dec. 3, 
from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. For any 
groups or organizations that 
wish to participate.
When: Sunday, Dec. 3, from 
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Where: Starts at Bell Boulevard 
and 38th Avenue., Bayside
Contact: Call Council Member 
Paul Vallone’s offi ce at (718) 
619-8611 or the Bayside Village 
Business Improvement District 
at (718) 423-2434

Christmas in the Garden and 
Tree Lighting — The Queens 
Botanical Garden is offering an 
afternoon fi lled with activities 
to get the whole family into 
the holiday spirit. There will 
be a Winter Garden tour, 
photo ops with Santa, holiday 
crafts for kids and live musical 
performances by The Rough 
Dozen acapella group. The 
festivities will be capped off 
with a tree lighting ceremony 
with Santa. Shoppers can take 
advantage of special blowout 
sales throughout the day at the 
QBG Shop.
When: Sunday, Dec. 3, 12 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Selfi e with Santa Holiday 
Party and Tree Lighting — 
Join Austin’s Ale House for 
a tree lighting on the patio. 
Bring a gift to support “Make 
a Difference.” Santa will be 
arriving on an FDNY fi re truck 
and will stay for brunch. 
Reservations are suggested. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 3, from 12 

p.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Austin’s Ale House, Kew 
GArdens
Contact: (718) 849-3939

MUSIC

Fairy Tale: World Music from 
Korea — Featuring Korean 
traditional instruments such 
as daegeum (Korean bamboo 
fl ute), haegeum (Korean fi ddle) 
and geomungo (Korean folk 
zither), with jeongga (Korean 
traditional vocals), piano 
and percussion, “Fairy Tale” 
creates their music inspired by 
Korean ttraditional poems and 
songs. “Fairy Tale” delivers folk 
stories, healing messages, and 
sentimental feelings of Korean 
poems and jeongga.
When: Friday, Dec. 1, at 8 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Cost: $16, $10 for members and 
students

Children’s Concert — The 
Forest Hills Symphony 
Orchestra celebrates the 50th 
year udner the direction of 
conductor Franklin Verbsky. 
The program is designed for 
children of all ages.
When: Sunday, Dec. 3, at 12:30 
p.m.
Where: Forest Hills Jewish 
Center
Contact: (718) 374-1627

Continued from Page 42 

Arts
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SIT DOWN DINNER

Winter Salad
Blood orange / hazelnuts / endive / white balsamic

Pasta
Maine Lobster ravioli / basil crema / pesto drizzle

Surf ‘n’ Turf
Roasted Shrimp ‘scampi’ / ASPARAGUS GRATIN
Filet Mignon ‘porcini’  /  POTATO CROQUETTE

Chocolate ‘symphony’
Decadent selection of chocolate desserts

New Year’s Eve 2017
7:30pm-1am

$125 per person all included

MENU
UPON ARRIVAL

Cocktail Hour Includes
Butler Style Passed Hors D’oeuvres
Arancini Rice Balls / Caprese Skewers / Mini Cocktail Franks

Sesame Chicken / BBQ Beef Crostini  / Antipasto Roll / Tostones ‘n’ Guac

Tuscan Antipasto Table
Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Pepper

Parma Prosciutto / Salami  / Soppressata / Mortadella
Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina

Fusilli Salad /  Fresh Mozzarella 
Olive Medley /  Bruschetta  

Full buffet of hot food
Fried Calamari /spicy marinara

Chicken Marsala / mushrooms, rosemary
Baked Meatballs / marinara, parsley

Eggplant Rollatini / mozzarella, pomodoro
Cheese Tortellini ‘panna’ / prosciutto, peas

*We Also Have Private Rooms That Can Accommodate Up To 125 People*
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 

(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 

(917) 388-2341 

www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 

Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 

www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 

off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn

(718) 748-8855

www.bayridgemanor.com

CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 

www.celebrate-snug.com  

events@celebrate-snug.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344

158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344

1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344

1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344

www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/

StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island

(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 

(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com

HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 

(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 

(718) 332-8494

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 

Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 

www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352 

www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11209

(718) 833-6666 

www.pearlroombklyn.com

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029

(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 

(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net

SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY

(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 

(718) 592-5000

www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 

Staten Island, NY

(718) 447-0800 

www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106

danielles@bronxdesign.com

UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 

(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 

(718) 998-7060 or

(800) 566–8380 

www.fl oralfantasyny.com

FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY

(347) 724-7044 

(718) 526-3725

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 

(800) 543-6797 or 

(718) 238–3838 

www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 

(800) 447-6730 or 

(718) 338-3600

www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273

2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 

(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike

Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 

www.nyphotovideogroup.com

info@nyphotovideogroup.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 

(516) 690–1320

www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 

(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229

(917) 444-3043 

EliteWeightLossNY.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn

(718) 339-7878

 www.josephlichterdds.co

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn

(718) 376-8656 

www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks

960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219

(718) 438-0067 

www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088

www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458

277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602

(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Sports

BY ROBERT COLE

When the PSAL hosts its 
football Cup and Bowl Divi-
sion championships on Sat-
urday, Dec. 2, at MCU Park, 
Queens will be well repre-
sented.

The Cup Division cham-
pionship game will match 
Brooklyn’s Franklin K. 
Lane Knights, ranked No. 
1, against third-ranked Far 
Rockaway. The Seahorses 
reached the championship 
game by upsetting No. 2 East 
Harlem Pride, 30-6, avenging 
a 14-12 regular season loss.

Far Rock’s offense com-
bined for 386 yards on the 
day and three touchdowns, 
led by their running backs, 
D Carlos Critchlow (86 yards, 
one touchdown), Daron Fox-
worth (60 yards, one touch-
down), and Civy Merritt 
(54 yards, one touchdown). 
Quarterback, Hanalka Gra-
ham, was 10 of 12 through 
the air and compiled 160 
passing yards. 

Not to be out-performed 
by the offense, the Sea-
horses’ defense played an 
outstanding game, limiting 
East Harlem to six points. 
The defense forced a fumble 
that Curtis Stevenson recov-
ered for a touchdown.  Ste-
venson also led the defense 
with 11 tackles, one sack, 

and an interception.  
Far Rockaway (9-2), win-

ners of their last five games, 
will face a stiff test when 
they face undefeated Lane 
(11-0), who won all but one 
of their games by 20 or more 
points.

In the Bowl Division 
championship game, No. 2 
Bayside (10-1) will be look-
ing to avenge their only loss 
of the season, when they face 
top-ranked  Lehman (11-0).  
In their first encounter ear-
lier this season, Lehman 
won a close game 12-9 to re-
tain the No. 1 seed, leaving 
the fans of the PSAL waiting 
for the possible rematch.

Bayside reached the 
championship game by de-
feating Springfield Gar-
dens 28-6 in the semifinal 
matchup. Bayside was led by 
quarterback Tequan Evans, 
who completed 8 of 12 passes 
for 186 yards and two touch-
downs. Robert Williams, 
added to the score with an 
87-yard kickoff return for 
a touchdown, and Joshua 
Rodriguez scored a rushing 
touchdown to complete the 
scoring.

The highly anticipated 
rematch is set for Saturday, 
and both Lehman and Bay-
side will head into the game 
full of confidence and ready 
to battle.

Bayside Quarterback Tequan Evans (l.) looks to make the pass earlier this 
season against Tilden. The Commodores advanced to the championship 
game after defeating Springfield Gardens. Photo by Jacob Schneider

BY ZACH GEWELB

It wasn’t pretty, but a win 
is a win no matter how it hap-
pened. 

The St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team overcame a poor 
offensive performance to de-
feat UCF 46-43 Sunday and 
improve to 6-1 on the season.

Sophomore guard Marcus 
LoVett led the Johnnies with 
12 points, while junior Mar-
vin Clark II added 11. The duo 
represents the only St. John’s 
players to score in double fig-
ures in the contest. 

While the Red Storm shot 
just 27 percent from the field, 
their defense limited UCF to 
26 percent shooting and a pu-
trid 1-of-13 from beyond the 
arc. 

“The most important thing 
is that we won, and that’s all 
we kept talking about,” head 

coach Chris Mullin said. “I 
kept telling them about play-
ing great defense, rebounding 
the ball well, and I thought 
early on we had half-court 
rhythm. We were just get-
ting nothing out of those 
good stops … we had a few 
turnovers in the open floor 
and missed layups. From our 
standpoint, to hang in there 
and get the win was the only 
thing we really concerned 
ourselves with. It was prob-
ably as ugly of a game as you 
are going to see on both sides, 
but someone had to win. I’m 
glad it was us.”

Despite the 
Johnnies’shooting woes, the 
squad still managed to drain 
seven three-pointers, includ-
ing two from LoVett and three 
from Clark II. The strong per-
formances from LoVett and 
Clark II helped the Johnnies 

survive despite a poor perfor-
mance from sophomore stand-
out Shamorie Ponds, who did 
not score a point in the first 
half and finished with six 
points on 1-of-11 shooting. 

Despite his untimely 
struggles, Ponds knew his 
teammates had his back and 
never lost confidence in their 
ability to pull out a win. 

“I’m pretty confident in 
my team, and feel like anyone 
can lead the way at any time 
when it comes to scoring,” 
Ponds said. “It doesn’t matter 
who scores the most at half-
time or at the end of the game 
because we are going to fill 
up the stat sheet.”

While LoVett and Clark 
II led the Red Storm on the 
offensive end, the team used 
strong performances from 
Tariq Owens and Justin Si-

Shamorie Ponds takes a shot during St. John’s 46-43 win over UCF. Photo courtesy of St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 48
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mon to stifle UCF on the de-
fensive end of the court. 

St. John’s recorded 15 
blocks as a team, with Ow-
ens recording a team-best 
five swats and Simon tally-
ing four. Simon also grabbed 
eight rebounds, while Ponds 
was active on the glass with 
10 rebounds and three steals.

“I thought our activity 
was good,” Mullin said of his 
team’s defensive effort. “The 
part that was tough was that 
we were getting great stops 
… coming from the weak 
side, getting those balls, get-
ting out in the open floor, but 
almost every time we had a 
hard time getting from de-
fense to offense, which we are 
usually pretty good at. Prob-
ably not going to watch this 
film and be grateful that we 
are 6-1.”

The defense allowed just 
one UCF player to score more 
than 10 points and limited 
7-foot-6 big man Tacko Fall to 
eight points and six rebounds 
despite the match-up prob-
lems the Senegal-born prod-
uct presents.

“He had some nice blocks, 

and I think your inclination 
as a competitor is to go chal-
lenge him when the real play 
is to get in there and kick back 
out,” Mullin said. “I thought 
overall we want to play simi-
lar to how we always play … 
you don’t want to change ev-
erything you do, but we had 
to be aware of him on both 
sides of the floor.”

The win over UCF came 
just two days after St. John’s 
was handed its first loss of 
the season. The Johnnies won 
their first give games of the 
year, but fell 90-82 in a closely 
contested game against Mis-
souri. They could’ve let the 
loss stick around in the back 
of their minds heading into 
the game against UCF, but 
the Red Storm tried to leave 
it in the past and eventually 
persevered. 

“It’s very important. It’s 
pivotal for our [mentality] 
and our team,” Clark II said 
of the bounceback win. “We 
dropped one against Mizzou 
that we felt like we should 
have won, so it was very pivot-
al. During our day off yester-
day, we talked about making 
sure that we left Orlando with 
a 6-1 record. I’m happy we got 
to accomplish that goal.”

The Johnnies will come 
back to Queens and put their 
6-1 record on the line when 
they host the Sacred Heart 
Pioneers Saturday, Dec. 2, at 
Carnesecca Arena. 

Opening tip is scheduled 
for 4:30 p.m.

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.
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Sophomore Marcus LoVett, seen here in a game earlier this season, 
scored 12 points in St. Johns victory over UCF. 
 Photo courtesy of St. John’s Athletics

With former Met Carlos 
Beltran getting the chance to 
interview for the New York 
Yankees’ managerial vacancy, 
it got me thinking about which 
other current or former Mets 
might one day manage a big 
league club. And one name 
comes to mind more so than 
others: David Wright.

Let me preface this by say-
ing that Wright is still trying 
to keep his playing career 
alive. And until he decides to 
hang up his cleats, the thought 
of Wright coaching or manag-
ing may seem a bit premature. 
But it’s not crazy.

Wright has been the face of 
the franchise since first don-
ning the Mets uniform in 2004 
and is one of the most beloved 
figures in the team’s history. 
And he has a reputation of be-
ing a great leader and team-
mate, along with the on-field 

pedigree.
Wright has complied a 

.296/.376/.491 batting line with 
242 home runs, 970 RBI and 
196 stolen bases in his 13-year 
career. While those numbers 
probably don’t give Wright a 
ticket to the Hall of Fame, they 
demand respect. 

His performance on the 
field is one of the reasons why 
he was named the Mets’ cap-
tain back in 2013, after all. But 
being a manager is about so 
much more than being a good 
player.

Look at today’s managers 
spread across the leagues. 
There are lots of former play-
ers, but very few were as good 
as Wright. One name comes 
to mind as someone whose 
coaching career Wright could 
follow: Don Mattingly.

The former Yankee great 
— and captain — was in the 

midst of a terrific playing ca-
reer before injuries forced him 
to retire in 1995 at 34 years old. 
Wright, 34, is facing a similar 
situation now. 

Mattingly didn’t wait long 
after retiring to get into the 
coaching game. He spent seven 
seasons as a special instructor 
for the Yankees during Spring 
Training from 1997-2003 be-
fore serving as the team’s 

hitting coach from 2004-2006. 
Mattingly became the club’s 
hitting coach in 2007 before ac-
cepting the same position with 
the Dodgers in 2008, which 
he held until the 2011 season, 
when he became the club’s 
manager. 

Mattingly managed in L.A. 
from 2011-15 and is now manag-
ing with the Miami Marlins. 

I expect Wright to take a 

similar path. While he’s mak-
ing yet another comeback ef-
fort, one has to figure 2018 will 
be the last chance for Wright. 
If he is shut down again next 
season due to his injuries, he 
needs to call it quits. 

Wright can take a year 
or two to be with his family, 
but he’s always been a base-
ball man, one who loves to be 
around the game. I imagine it 
won’t be long before he joins 
the Mets’ coaching staff, either 
as a special adviser or as a hit-
ting coach. Assuming he stays 
in that role for three or four 
years, he may be gunning for 
current manager Mickey Cal-
laway’s job around that time.

Wright is a revered team-
mate, leader and a true baseball 
guy. Those traits are usually 
what translates into a success-
ful manager. It’s only a matter 
of time before Wright takes the 
next step in his career and be-
comes a big league manager.

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

David Wright could one day manage the Mets. AP

Mets’ Wright would make a good manager
Zach 

Gewelb



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 1–7, 2017 49  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

line Democrats who oppose IDC 
officials  returning to the party 
would also face primary chal-
lenges.

“To further our unity solu-
tion for the state Senate and de-
fine each other’s position, there 
is no doubt that all Democrats 
agree that a united Democratic 
delegation will take up a pro-
gressive agenda,” the party said, 
ticking off the Dream Act, cam-
paign fiance reform and other 
objectives, the party said in a 
statement .

“There can be no progressive 
advancement with some Demo-
crats sitting with Republican 
conservatives. The entire point 
of this unification effort is to 
advance the Democrats’ substan-
tive progressive agenda.”

It said Sen. Andrea Stewart-

Cousins (D-Yonkers), the Senate 
minority leader, and the main 
conference accepted the terms of 
the Democratic Party’s unity let-
ter Tuesday. 

“And today after our discus-
sions and clarification, Senator 
Klein and the IDC have also ac-
cepted the terms of our unity let-
ters,” the Democrats said. “The 
next step will be full joint coop-
eration in winning the upcom-
ing special elections to fill the 
Senate vacancies once they are 
created next year.”

Peralta said in a statement he 
looked forward to working with 
the Democratic Party to achieve 
progress, echoing the issues 
mentioned in both Klein’s state-
ment and that of the party.

Avella said the IDC would 
remain in existence, but would 
operate as a coalition with the 
Democratic Party. They will con-
tinue to caucus with themselves, 
however, he said, making clear 

that despite rumors the IDC does 
not caucus with Republicans.

“I’ve always indicated that 
the conference, myself especially, 
have always been willing to have 
this conversation and form a co-
alition with the Democratic Con-
ference once we have a majority 
and I stand by that. I’m ready to 
do that any day, once we have a 
majority. That depends of course 
on Simcha Felder and we have 
two vacancies. Even if we were 
to all get together, we would not 
have enough votes for a majority,” 
Avella said explaining that the 
purpose of the IDC to begin with 
was to make up for the fact Demo-
crats lacked a strong enough vote 
on their own. “Once we form this 
Democratic coalition, there are 
things we believe as Democrats 
should be voted on.”

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

beginning last month.
Three of the vessels have 

been dry docked and are receiv-
ing repairs for corrosion on its 
hulls and while there was some 
weakening in the aluminum, 
there were no holes or leaks 
of any kind, according to offi-
cials from the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation, 
which funds the fleet. Repairs 
include sandblasting away and 
then patching or replacing any 

weakened areas of the hulls 
and some holes were created 
as part of the repair process, 
officials said. Passenger safety 
was never at risk and all repair 
costs are the responsibility of 
Hornblower, and because the 
repairs are being done in the 
off season, they will not impact 
service or schedules.

“This is a minor issue affect-
ing three boats,” city Economic 
Development Corp. spokes-
woman Stephanie Baez said. 
“It hasn’t impacted service and 
it won’t cost the city a penny to 
fix. Regular inspections caught 
it early and solved it quickly, 

which means the system is 
working.”

Three additional boats 
were taken out of service 
Monday and are headed to 
dry dock for additional in-
spections and any necessary 
repairs. While one of the ves-
sels was pulled as a precau-
tionary measure, two of them 
were found to have pin-prick 
size holes in the hulls in ad-
dition to other mechanical 
problems.

Hornblower notified the 
Coast Guard, which is work-
ing with them to schedule 
inspections.

riders is about $30,000 per 
year citywide, whereas sub-
way riders generally make 
around $40,000 in annual in-
come.

Only about 31 percent of 
New Yorkers riding the bus 
have a college education, 
compared to the subway cus-
tomers who average about 48 
percent having a bachelor’s 
degree or higher.

Seventeen percent of bus 
riders are single parents com-
pared to the 10 percent of this 

demographic taking the train.
About 75 percent of people 

taking the bus are minori-
ties, whereas 66 percent take 
the subway.

Some 49 percent of bus 
riders work in health care, 
hospitality, retail, food ser-
vices, or cultural industries, 
the report said. Only 38 per-
cent of these people take the 
subway.

According to the report, 
55 percent of people riding 
the bus are foreign-born.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

country.”
Palij came to the United 

States in 1953 claiming he 
was a farmer and war refu-
gee, concealing his work as a 
Nazi guard, and was granted 
citizenship in 1957. After his 
past became known he was 
stripped of his citizenship and 
his deportation order was up-
held by the courts in 2004 but 
the Justice Department was 
unable to find a country that 
would accept him.

Stephen E. Boyd, the U.S. as-
sistant attorney general, wrote 
to Hikind, “The Department 
agrees fully that Palij should 
not live out his last days in the 
country. The department re-
mains committed to ensuring 
that justice is done in this case 
and we will continue, in coop-
eration with our interagency 
partners, to pursuing every 
avenue for effectuating Palij’s 
removal.”

For Palij to be deported, the 

State Department has to en-
force its authority. 

“Jakiw Palij’s presence in 
the United States must end,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “We 
need Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson to personally inter-
vene to pressure countries to 
take him. I have actively called 
on Secretary Tillerson and 
the Trump administration to 
make this happen. The fami-
lies of the six million Jews and 
other individuals murdered in 
the Holocaust deserve justice.”

Hikind contended it also 
mocks the U.S. servicemen 
who fought and died to defeat 
the evil Nazi regime.

“I’m confident that our 
president wants to do the right 
thing and has the means to do 
so,” he said. “It’s time for our 
president to show the world 
how murderous fiends should 
be regarded and disposed of. 
It’s time to take Jakiw Palij, 
this monster who is beneath 
contempt and unfit to breathe 
American air, and kick him 
the hell out of here once and 
for all.”

still operating until the Na-
tional Transportation Safety 
Board, which is investigating 
the Flushing collision, shuts 
them down.

DOT Acting Commissioner 
Paul A. Karas said, “These tar-
geted inspections ordered by 
Governor Cuomo are enhanc-
ing safety on New York’s roads 
and getting dangerous drivers 
off the street so residents, visi-
tors and tourists can travel with 
ease during the upcoming holi-
day season. New York already 
has one of the most rigorous and 
aggressive commercial vehicle 
inspection programs in the na-
tion and additional roadside 
inspections help build upon our 
previous successes.”

But elected officials at the 
state and federal levels are try-
ing to make company safety 

more transparent to customers 
through a rating system read-
ily apparent on buses. State As-
semblyman Ron Kim (D-Flush-
ing), state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) and U.S. Charles 
Schumer are looking at legisla-
tive options to remedy charter 
buses with repeated violations.

DMV Executive Deputy 
Commissioner Terri Egan said 
the agency is working to not 
only get unqualified drivers off 
the road, but it is engaged with 
law enforcement to keep them 
from getting behind the wheel 
in the future.

“By coordinating with our 
partner agencies, DMV has 
worked to identify dangerous 
drivers and make sure they do 
not get another license to keep 
driving when they are not le-
gally allowed,” Egan said. “We 
will continue to work with state 
and local law enforcement orga-
nizations to enforce our traffic 
laws.”

NTBS investigator-in-charge 

Robert Accetta said the agency 
sent investigators to Flushing to 
examine possible factors behind 
the crash, such as driver fa-
tigue. Two investigators visited 
the Dahlia Group, the Flushing 
company which owns the tour 
bus, to check driver logs, bus 
maintenance records and other 
data.

The NTSB official said the 
agency concluded the bus was 
traveling between 54 and 62 
miles an hour after making an 
estimate of an average 58 mph 
with a 4 mph margin of error on 
each side.

Mong was a resident of Col-
lege Point.

Dahlia was ranked seventh 
worse in an Independent Demo-
cratic Conference study which 
looked at 249 companies state-
wide with violations.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.
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Boats and miscellaneous weapons, 
according to the NYPD.

The biggest jump in weap-
ons seizure types involved 
knives, boxcutters and miscel-
laneous weapons, according 
to the stats. 

The statistics show only 
a small uptick in taser/stun 
guns and a decrease in fire-
arms and BB guns confiscat-
ed.

This year there were 407 
knives, 246 boxcutters and 
72 miscellaneous weapons 
seized, according to thr NYPD 
states. Last year there were 

305 knives, 172 boxcutters and 
49 miscellaneous weapons re-
trieved. 

There were seven tasers 
found in schools compared 
to six last year. Gun seizures 
dropped from four to two this 
year. There were only 12 BB 
guns seized vs. last year’s total 
of 16, according to the NYPD. 

“All students need a safe 
and supportive learning en-
vironment to succeed in the 
classroom and thrive in their 
community,” Conroy said. 
“The Police Department is 
committed to providing a se-
cure, supportive, inclusive 
and equitable learning envi-
ronment in every New York 
City public school.”

Continued from Page 5 

Weapons
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would try to make sure there 
was enough money in the 
city’s budget to get it done. 

“I want to achieve your 
goal,” he said. “A million dol-
lars is serious, but I’m inter-
ested in resolving the issue 
so I would like to draw up 
a plan. I want to know how 
much money it will take to 

make this right and I want a 
time line.”

Tshaka said he was hope-
ful the mayor would pull 
through and finally get the 
burial ground the proper 
treatment. 

“I have to see,” he said of 
the mayor’s promise “A lot of 
people can talk,  I want to see 
the action. 

“The city has a debt to 
the people buried there, it’s 
the right thing to do. The 
community uses it to take a 

shortcut because there is no 
symbol in there that it is a 
burial ground. The city did 
this when they knew it was 
a burial ground and des-
ecrated it to put out a play-
ground there for Caucasian 
children, destroying many 
of the graves, which was not 
necessary.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

previously owned by Bay-
rock Group, which bought 
the land in 2005 for $25 mil-
lion. According to reports, 
Bayrock racked up $150,000 
in DEC fines for bringing 
in toxic soil to the already 
contaminated site. This led 
the current developers to 
enroll in the DEC’s Brown-
field Cleanup Program. 

Things seemed to be 
moving along, according to 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) until he  received a 
letter from DEC in Septem-
ber entitled “Explanation 
of Significant Differences” 
explaining why changes 
to the soil fill had been al-
lowed to the remediation 
plan. Avella believes the 
switch from Track 2 to 
Track 4 soil will negatively 
affect future owners in this 
development. DEC said af-
ter it discovered the fill be-
ing used at the site did not 
meet residential soil clean-
up objectives, it switched 
over to Track 4 restricted 
residential use.At a press  
conference Tuesday,   Avel-
la expressed disappoint-
ment and anger at DEC for 
changing the remediation 
plan without consulting 
elected officials or the com-
munity. He asked DEC to 
tell the community    when 
exactly DEC knew they  
were going to make chang-
es.  The senator said using 
an inappropriate fill could 
have serious repercussions 
for whoever ends up living 
at the site and could re-
strict how homeowners are 
allowed to use soil on their 
own property. 

“When I raised questions 
with your staff regarding 
these changes, I was told 
that participation in the 
Brownfield Remediation 
program is voluntary,” he 
said. “I expect that once an 
entity chooses to enter into 

the program it must comply 
with the requirements of 
the program and should not 
be able to change its com-
pliance simply because it 
chooses not to.”

Avella also raised ques-
tions about the soil mitiga-
tion plan to deal with the 
soil vapor from contami-
nated groundwater that 
was discovered on the site. 
He said that while there 
had always been a possibil-
ity that a mitigation system 
for dealing with soil vapor 
issues would be needed, 
DEC waited too long to pro-
vide confirmation to CB 7 
that this was definitively 
required.  He added that the 
soil mitigation plan would 
require a “vapor intrusion 
depressurization system” 
and wanted to know the es-
timated increased costs  fu-
ture owners of these homes 
would have to pay.

A DEC spokeswoman 
said  the agency had com-
municated on several oc-
casions with Avella’s office 
about the remediation of 
this site, including chang-
ing the soil type   to Track 4 
to protect public health and 
the environment.

“If the property is con-
trolled by means of com-
mon ownership or a single 
owner/managing entity, “ 
the agency said, “the rem-
edy will not prohibit single-
family housing and as such 
the proposed 52-unit subdi-
vision contemplated by the 
Special Permit is an accept-
able re-use of this site.”

DEC said in order to sup-
port ongoing site manage-
ment at Waterpointe and to 
protect future residents, the 
agency is establishing an 
escrow agreement with the 
developer to fund site man-
agement activities at this 
spot for a period of 10 years 
in the amount of $272,000.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

bers charged. Meng faces lesser 
felony charges of hindering ap-
prehension, hazing and crimi-
nal conspiracy, the DA’s office 
said.

Meng pleaded guilty on Nov. 
29 to the charges and was sen-
tenced to 36 months probation, 
a DA spokesman said.

“The Commonwealth in-
tends to seek the maximum 
fine on each offense the defen-
dant has been found guilty of, 
as well as injunctive relief that 
would prohibit the fraternity 
from doing any business within 
Pennsylvania (including hav-
ing any chapters or colonies 
on any college campus across 
the Commonwealth),” said As-
sistant District Attorney Kim-
berly Metzger. “Through this 
verdict, the fraternity has been 
held responsible for the sense-
less and completely avoidable 
death of a strong, smart, prom-
ising college freshman.”.

The DA’s office said Deng 
was forced to walk forward 
across the ice and was faced 
with a three-person spearhead 
tackle when he disobeyed com-
mands from fraternity mem-
bers. Deng became unconscious 
and was carried into the house 
the frat had rented.

Members of the frat pro-
longed seeking medical atten-
tion for the unresponsive Deng 
for up to an hour and a half be-
fore driving him 40 minutes to 
the nearest hospital, according 
to the district attorney.

Deng died the next morning 
with his mother by his side, the 
DA said.

“There is nothing that will 
ever lift the burden of Michael’s 
tragic death from the hearts of 
his mother and father and their 
entire family, but in speaking 
with Michael’s mother follow-
ing the verdict, she reiterated 
for us what she has consistent-
ly wished from this case—that 
another young person isn’t sub-
jected to such perverse conduct 

merely for wanting to belong,” 
Metzger said. “The Monroe 
County Office of the District 
Attorney remains committed 
to combating hazing and ex-
ploring all available avenues of 
redress allowable by law.”

According to police officials, 
Meng was called by fraternity 
members when Deng lost con-
sciousness and advised them 
to hide items with fraternity lo-
gos, disguise all signs of hazing 
and to remove Deng’s clothing.

Kenny Kwan, 28; Charles 
Lai, 26; Raymond Lam, 23; and 
Sheldon Wong, 24, all pleaded 
guilty in May to voluntary 
manslaughter as accomplices 

and hindering apprehension 
for concealing or destroying 
evidence for a sentence reduced 
from murder on Monday, ac-
cording to the Monroe County 
District Attorney.

The four followed their fra-
ternity brother Ka Wing Yuen, 
25, who was sentenced in Janu-
ary to five years probation, 
a $1,000 fine and 100 days of 
community service following 
a guilty plea to a felony charge 
of conspiracy to hinder appre-
hension by evidence tampering 
and a misdemeanor charge of 
conspiracy to haze, according 
to the Pocono Record.

.
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Avella and community leaders ask why developers used inappropriate 
fill at Waterpointe development. Photo by Gina Martinez

Phi Delta Psi fraternity was found guilty of multiple charges in the 
hazing death of Oakland Gardens student, Michael Deng.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_12-1-17

Sale
Dates

Dec
Fri.

1
Sat.

2
Dec

Sun.

3
Dec

Mon.

4
Dec

Tues

5
Dec

Wed

6
Dec

Thurs.

7
Dec

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Green Mountain
K-Cup
Coffee

G M t i

12 Ct Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Donut House &
Brew Over Ice)

$699 With Club Card.
Limit 3 Offers.

$299

10.3-11.3 Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Decaf, Flavors &
Single Serve)g )

Folgers
Ground
Coffee

Libby’s
Vegetables
Libb ’

14.5-15 Oz Can
Assorted
(Excludes: Organic)

5/$3
$599 $799
Crisco
Oil

20 Lb Bag
Long Grain White or Parboiled

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer. 

Carolina
Rice

128 Fl Oz Cont 
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

5/$10
4/$7

Hot Pockets
Sandwiches

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack
Assorted

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.

Kool-Aid
Jammers

9 Oz Box
Assorted Lean or

$349 3/$4

20 Oz Pkg ... 4 Pack
In Water

5 Oz Can
In Water, In Oil or
Low Sodium in Water

Bumble Bee
Chunk Light
Tuna

StarKist
Solid White
Tuna

5
In
L

S
S
T

Bumble Bee
Alaska
Pink
Salmon

14.75 Oz Can

2/$5

Hellmann’s
Mayonnaise

20 Fl Oz Squeeze Btl
Regular, Light or Olive Oil

$299 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.  

$14992/$10

138-150 Fl Oz Cont
72-96 Loads ... Assorted

Tide
Laundry
Detergent

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Xtra
Laundry
Detergent

75 Fl Oz Btl ... 40-50 Loads
Assorted 

2/$5

Bounty 
Basic or

Key Food
Paper Towels

BBB tt
8 Roll Pack ... White

K F d
8 Roll Pack ... 2 Ply

Kellogg’s
Special K
Cereal

10.8-13.1 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Nourish)

With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3.

CCCCeerrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaal

With Club Card

3/$639¢

La Yogurt
Yogurt

6 Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Greek)

Post
Honey Bunches
Of Oats
Cereal

P t

28 Oz Box ... with Almonds 
or Honey Roasted

$499

48 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Naturally)

Friendly’s
Ice Cream

2/$6
2/$5

13-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Boston Market
Dinners

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

Bottom
Round
Roast

$299
lb.

Fresh
Whole

Pork
Spareribs

$199lb.99¢
lb.

Grade A Fresh

Whole ... 6-9 Lb Average

Perdue
Whole
Chicken or

ggg

Oven Stuffer
Roaster

$199

Tree Ripe
Orange
Juice

T RRi
59 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Organic)

Y

6
(

Eggland’s Best
Large
Eggs

18 Count Crtn
White

$299

$999

67.6 Fl Oz Can

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Botticelli
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

Sclafani
Peeled
Tomatoes

S l f i

28 Oz Can
Puree, Crushed or Whole

5/$5 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

Must Buy 5.

15 Oz Pkg 
Regular or Bun Size
(Excludes: Angus)(Ex((((( cludes: Angugg

Ball Park
Beef
Franks

$299
Farm Raised

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon
Fillet

$999
lb.

12-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Hormel
Bacon

$399

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In

Shell
Steaks

$599
lb.

K
S
C

1
(

CC

Thomas’
Original White
English
Muf�ns

TTTThTh ’
12 Oz Bag ... 6 Pack
(Excludes: All Other Varieties)

SAVE
$4.39

With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

Key Food
Apple
Juice

64 Fl Oz Btl
Natural or Clear

2/$3

10/$10

14.5-15 Oz Can ... Assorted
Overstuffed, Big, Jumbo or Regular
(Excludes: Whole Grain)

Chef Boyardee
Pasta

$499
Sliced To Orderlb.

DiLusso
Deluxe
Ham

No MSG - Gluten Free
Premium

$499
Sliced To Orderlb.

Boar’s Head
American
Cheese

$699
Sliced To Orderlb.

Hormel 1891
Maple
Turkey
Breast

B ’ H
Yellow or White

Galbani
Fresh
Mozzarella
Logs

G lb i

16 Oz Pkg
Regular or Sliced

$399

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. With CluClClClC b Cb Cb Cb Card Limit 4 O

$299

� 18 Oz Reese’s Peanut Butter Puffs
� 16.5 Oz Original Cocoa Puffs
� 17 Oz Honey Nut Cheerios
� 16 Oz Lucky Charms
� 15.6 Oz Cookie Crispppp

General Mills
Cereal

YOUR
CHOICE!

MIX & 
MATCH!

2/$4

15.5-16 Oz Jar
Assorted

Jif
Peanut
Butter

Campbell’s
Homestyle
Soup

18.6-18.8 Oz Can
Assorted

2/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

Must Buy 2.

Fuji
Apples

3 Lb Bag ... NY State
US #1 ... 2¼” Minimum

$299

4/$5

Golden
Pineapples

Ripe5 Lb Bag
Idaho Russet or White All Purpose

Red or Green

Green Giant
Potatoes

2/$3
Royal
Gala
Apples

R l
Washington State
Extra Fancy

99¢
lb.

Welch’s
Seedless
Grapes

lb.lb.

$199 ea.ea.

$199

YOUR
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

Hass
Avocados or
Tropical
Mangos

MIX &
MATCH!

Dole
Salad Kits

$299

8.4-14.4 Oz Bag ... Chopped:
Bacon & Bleu, BBQ Ranch, Chipotle & Cheddar,

Sesame Asian or Sunflower Crunch or
Kale Caesar, Southwest, Spinach & Cherry Almond,
Country Ranch, Ultimate Caesar, Endless Summer,

Pomegranate or Poppy Seed

YOUR
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE

� Fresh
Broccoli

� Iceberg
Lettuce

By The Bunch

By The Head
Fresh

Naked
Juice
Smoothies

N k d

46 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
Protein or Regular

$599

99¢

� Yellow
Onions

2 Lb Bag
US #1

Giorgio
Baby Bella
Mushrooms

GiGGiGi iii
16 Oz Pkg
Whole or Sliced

$299

Betty Crocker
Favorites
Cake
Mix

B tt C k

15.25-16.25 Oz Box
Assorted

3/$3 With Club Card.
Limit 3 Offers.

Must Buy 3.

20 Roll Pack ... Prepriced or
24 Double Roll Pack
Prepriced or Regularppp

Marcal
Bath 
Tissue

$799

Charmin
Ultra
Bath 
Tissue

Ch i

6 Mega Roll Pack
Strong or Soft

$799

$599
Sliced To Orderlb.

Slicing

Slicing

� Magni�co
  Salami 

SlicingS

g

� Hormel
  Pepperoni
SlicingggggggS

� Stella
  Provolone

M i��
Genoa or Hard

Jarlsberg
Swiss
Cheese

J l b

Imported ... Slicing
Regular or Lite

$59999999
Sliced To Order

$$$$$$$$5555555555lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Chabaso
Classic
Baguettes

Ch b
10.5 Oz Pkg

2/$4

$699
Sliced To Orderlb.

Best’s
Top Round
Pastrami or
Corned
Beef

YOUR
CHOICE!

G

W

W

OO

American
Shoulder
Lamb
Chops

A i

USDA Choice ... Fresh
Blade Bone

$499$$$$$$$$44444444lb.

To Orderr

YOUR
CHOICE!

$399

12 Oz Can
Regular, Hot Chili or Onion

Libby’s
Corned
Beef

Key Food
100%
Whole Wheat
Bread

K F d

20 Oz Bag Split Top or
16 Oz Bag

$199

1
R
(((((((

BB
B
F

$

Key Food
Rolls
K F dd

12 Oz Pkg ... 8 Pack
Hot Dog or Hamburger

$159

H
M
T
B

Locatelli  
Romano
L t lli

Store Cut
Imported From Italy

$9999999999
Sold By The Piece

$$$$$$$$$999999lb.

12 Oz Pkg ... Baked: Homestyle or 
Italian Breast Cutlets or Whole Grain:
Baked Breast Strips or Nuggets or
Fully Cooked: Breast Cutlets,
Spicy Cutlets, Popcorn Bites,
Original Breast Strips or
Dino Shape, With Cheese or 
OriginalOrigOri inal

Perdue
Chicken Breast
Nuggets

$199

6
A

K
J

Key Food
Giant White
Bread

22 Oz Bag

$139

Perrier
Water

1 Liter Btl
Plain or Citron

$1699 Plus Deposit
Where Applicable.

500 Gram Pkg
Assorted

8.82 Oz Pkg
Assorted

1 Lb Pkg
Assorted

2/$3

Barilla
Voiello
Pasta

Lavazza
Espresso
Coffee

8 Oz Cont

$799

$399

Loacker
Wafers

3 Liter Cont 200 Gram Pkg
Assorted
2
APapadopoulos

Goldies
P d l
160-255 Gram Pkg
Assorted

2/$4
$2499

Sparta
Gold
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

1
AVikos

Drinks
Vikk
11.14 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

89¢

2/$5

Papadopoulos
Krispies

Tsoureki
Bread
T
12 Oz Pkg

$450

$950

Victory
Sweet Shop
Baklava


