
BY MARK HALLUM
 
A tentative peace was brokered 

between opposing Democratic 
groups in the state Legislature with 
a letter from top party leaders call-

ing for members of the rogue Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference to 
reunite with the mainline party to 
regain the majority in the state Sen-
ate or face primary challenges.

The letter to the IDC was signed 

by Byron Brown, chairman of the 
 state Democratic Party; Christine 
Quinn, vice chairwoman; and U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), who is the chair of the 
Democratic Caucus of the House 

of Representatives and head of the 
Queens Democratic machine.

 Since 2011 the IDC has pushed 
a progressive agenda by forming 
alliances with conservative  ma-
jority members of the state Senate 
and caucusing separately from the 
Democratic State Committee.  Two 
Queens lawmakers, Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) and Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), have both come 
under intense scrutiny since defect-
ing to the IDC.

The IDC leader, Sen. Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx), responded to the 
Democratic Party letter welcoming 
the notion of reuniting as long as the 
Dems agreed to help the IDC achieve 
its goals.

“Since its very inception the IDC 
has worked to move the Senate out of 
dysfunction to advance progressive 
policies,” Klein said in a statement. 
“We are ready to move forward, pro-
vided any final agreement between 
Democrats is based on the legisla-
tive agenda that we put forth on May 
22, which includes: the Reproductive 
Health Act, the Dream Act, Genda, 
protecting Title X funding, public 
campaign finance, single-payer 
health care and the Comprehensive 
Contraceptive Coverage Act. We are 
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The night sky over Woodhaven was lit up by the glow from a house fire that took two hours and 65 firefighters to 
bring under control. The woodframe house on 86th Road was next to a child day-care center, which was closed 
at the time of the blaze. Photo by Denise Martinez

BY BILL PARRY

Before losing his years-long 
battle with cancer in early Septem-
ber, state Assemblyman Michael 
Simanowitz (D-Flushing) led the 
fight to have a Nazi-era prison 
guard, living in Jackson Heights 
deported. The effort gained steam 
this year with the support of all 29 
members of New York’s congressio-
nal delegation and both U.S. sena-
tors from New York. 

Now the Trump administra-
tion has pledged to deport 94-year-
old Jakiw Palij, a resident of 89th 
Street for decades, who worked as a 
prison guard at the Trawniki train-
ing camp, where Nazi troops were 
trained to carry out the extermina-
tion of Polish Jews during World 
War II. Thousand were murdered 
at Trawniki camp.

State Assemblyman Dov Hikind 
(D-Brooklyn), who joined Simanow-
itz at annual protests outside of Pal-
ij’s home for years, received a letter 
from the U.S. Justice Department 
last week saying it is committed to 
pursuing every avenue to remove 
Palij from the United States.

BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

Bramson ORT, a 40-year-old technical college 
with campuses in Forest Hills and Brooklyn, 
closed in February after losing its accreditation, 
which effectively removed its authority to grant 
degrees. The   Queens campus is locked and emp-

Bramson ORT college 
closed after 40 years

BY GINA MARTINEZ

One in 12 adults in Queens 
live in households that can-
not afford enough food, ac-
cording to Hunger Free Hun-
ger America, whose chief 
executive officer called the 
findings “shameful.” 

The non-profit’s new re-
port found that in the years 
2014 to 2016, 234,023 adults 
in Queens lived in food-in-
secure homes. These num-
bers were slightly lower 
than the numbers from the 
previous year following the 
increase in minimum wage 

in New York City.  
Hunger Free said that 

while hunger throughout 
New York City and the state 
dropped significantly over 
the last three years due to 
rising wages, the number of 
city and state residents un-
able to afford an adequate 

A new report from Hunger Free 
America said Queens workers are 
still living in food insecure homes. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Feds pledge
to deport 

former Nazi

IDC, mainline Dems talk coalition
Renegade members of state Senate get ultimatum to help win majority
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Queens adults struggle to afford food

UP IN FLAMES
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Fraternity guilty in Michael Deng hazing trial
BY MARK HALLUM

 
National Asian frater-

nity Phi Delta Psi and 37 
of its members were found 
guilty in a seven-day jury 
trial on multiple charges 
in the death of Oakland 
Gardens student, Michael 
Deng, who was killed in 
a brutal hazing ritual in 
2013.

Deng was blindfolded 
and made to carry a heavy 
backpack across frozen 
ground before being tack-
led and beaten in a Baruch 
College Pi Delta Psi hazing 
ritual known as the “glass 
ceiling, according to the 
Monroe County DA’s office 
in Stroudsburg, Pa. The 
incident occurred during a 
retreat in at a rented home 
in Tunkhannock Town-
ship, Pa., in the Poconos.

Phi Delta Psi is expect-
ed to face fines and other 
penalties as a corporation 
when it is sentenced on 
Jan. 8.  The fraternity and 
its members were found 
guilty of aggravated as-
sault, causing serious 
bodily injury, conspiracy 
to commit aggravated as-
sault, involuntary man-
slaughter, hindering ap-

prehension by concealing 
or destroying evidence, 
hindering apprehension by 
providing false informa-
tion to law enforcement, 
two counts of conspiracy 
to commit hindering ap-
prehension and hazing.

The fraternity was 
acquited of third-degree 
murder and voluntary 
manslaughterb by Monroe 
County Courthouse’s Pres-
ident Judge Margherita 
Patti-Worthington.  .

 Andy Meng, the young-
er brother of U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and the former head of 
the national fraternity, 
was one of the members 
charged. Meng faces lesser 
felony charges of hinder-
ing apprehension, hazing 
and criminal conspiracy, 
the DA’s office said.

Meng pleaded guilty 
on Nov. 29 to the charges 
and was sentenced to 36 
months probation, a DA 
spokesman said.

“The Commonwealth 
intends to seek the maxi-
mum fine on each offense 
the defendant has been 
found guilty of, as well 
as injunctive relief that 
would prohibit the frater-

nity from doing any busi-
ness within Pennsylvania 
(including having any 
chapters or colonies on 
any college campus across 
the Commonwealth),” said 
Assistant District Attor-
ney Kimberly Metzger. 
“Through this verdict, the 
fraternity has been held 
responsible for the sense-

less and completely avoid-
able death of a strong, 
smart, promising college 
freshman.”.

The DA’s office said 
Deng was forced to walk 
forward across the ice and 
was faced with a three-per-
son spearhead tackle when 
he disobeyed commands 
from fraternity members. 

Deng became unconscious 
and was carried into the 
house the frat had rented.

Members of the frat 
prolonged seeking medical 
attention for the unrespon-
sive Deng for up to an hour 
and a half before driving 
him 40 minutes to the near-
est hospital, according to 
the district attorney.

Deng died the next 
morning with his mother 
by his side, the DA said.

“There is nothing that 
will ever lift the burden of 
Michael’s tragic death from 
the hearts of his mother and 
father and their entire fam-
ily, but in speaking with Mi-
chael’s mother following the 
verdict, she reiterated for us 
what she has consistently 
wished from this case—that 
another young person isn’t 
subjected to such perverse 
conduct merely for wanting 
to belong,” Metzger said. 
“The Monroe County Of-
fice of the District Attorney 
remains committed to com-
bating hazing and explor-
ing all available avenues of 
redress allowable by law.”

According to police of-
ficials, Meng was called 
by fraternity members 
when Deng lost conscious-

ness and advised them to 
hide items with fraternity 
logos, disguise all signs 
of hazing and to remove 
Deng’s clothing.

Kenny Kwan, 28; Charles 
Lai, 26; Raymond Lam, 23; 
and Sheldon Wong, 24, all 
pleaded guilty in May to 
voluntary manslaughter 
as accomplices and hin-
dering apprehension for 
concealing or destroying 
evidence for a sentence 
reduced from murder on 
Monday, according to the 
Monroe County District 
Attorney.

The four followed their 
fraternity brother Ka 
Wing Yuen, 25, who was 
sentenced in January to 
five years probation, a 
$1,000 fine and 100 days of 
community service follow-
ing a guilty plea to a felony 
charge of conspiracy to 
hinder apprehension by 
evidence tampering and 
a misdemeanor charge of 
conspiracy to haze, accord-
ing to the Pocono Record.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY MARK HALLUM

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced an initiative on the 
part of DOT, DMV and the 
state police that has cracked 
down on charter buses, tak-
ing many unsafe vehicles 
and under-qualified opera-
tors off the road since Sep-
tember.

The push to better exam-
ine the safety of charter bus-
es came after a Dahlia Travel 
& Tours bus, based in Flush-
ing, plowed into an MTA bus  
Sept. 18,  killing three and in-
juring 16 on Northern Boule-
vard and Main Street.

Cuomo said the state 
campaign has removed 112 
unsafe buses and 96 drivers 
in poor standing from New 
York thoroughfares.

“This enforcement effort 
will help take these illegal 
and unsafe buses off New 
York roads, protecting the 
health and safety of passen-
gers and motorists alike,” 
Cuomo said. “With this 
multi-agency operation, we 
are cracking down on these 
bad actors and seeking to 
give travelers peace of mind 
as they book their trips this 
holiday season.”

The operator of the rogue 
Dahlia bus, Raymond Mong, 
49, had a dicey history behind 
the wheel.  In 2015, he had 
been fired from the MTA as 
a bus driver following a Con-
necticut accident for which 
he was found guilty of DWI.

At the time of the crash 
a spokesman from the state 
 Department of Motor Vehi-

cles said the agency was not 
aware Mong was still operat-
ing a bus and Dahlia had not 
reported that information to 
them as required by law.

But this week a govern-
ment source said Dahlia was 
still operating until the Na-
tional Transportation Safety 
Board, which is investigat-
ing the Flushing collision, 
shuts them down.

DOT Acting Commis-
sioner Paul A. Karas said, 
“These targeted inspections 
ordered by Governor Cuomo 
are enhancing safety on New 
York’s roads and getting dan-
gerous drivers off the street so 
residents, visitors and tourists 
can travel with ease during 
the upcoming holiday season. 
New York already has one of 
the most rigorous and aggres-

sive commercial vehicle in-
spection programs in the na-
tion and additional roadside 
inspections help build upon 
our previous successes.”

But elected officials at 
the state and federal levels 
are trying to make company 
safety more transparent to 
customers through a rat-
ing system readily apparent 
on buses. State Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flushing), 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) and U.S. Charles 
Schumer are looking at leg-
islative options to remedy 
charter buses with repeated 
violations.

DMV Executive Deputy 
Commissioner Terri Egan 
said the agency is working 
to not only get unqualified 
drivers off the road, but it is 

engaged with law enforce-
ment to keep them from get-
ting behind the wheel in the 
future.

“By coordinating with 
our partner agencies, DMV 
has worked to identify dan-
gerous drivers and make 
sure they do not get another 
license to keep driving when 
they are not legally allowed,” 
Egan said. “We will continue 
to work with state and local 
law enforcement organiza-
tions to enforce our traffic 
laws.”

NTBS investigator-in-
charge Robert Accetta said 
the agency sent investiga-
tors to Flushing to examine 
possible factors behind the 
crash, such as driver fatigue. 
Two investigators visited 
the Dahlia Group, the Flush-

ing company which owns 
the tour bus, to check driver 
logs, bus maintenance re-
cords and other data.

The NTSB official said 
the agency concluded the 
bus was traveling between 
54 and 62 miles an hour after 
making an estimate of an 
average 58 mph with a 4 mph 
margin of error on each side.

Mong was a resident of 
College Point.

Dahlia was ranked sev-
enth worse in an Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference 
study which looked at 249 
companies statewide with 
violations.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Phi Delta Psi fraternity was found guilty of multiple charges in 
the hazing death of Oakland Gardens student Michael Deng.

Sweep takes unsafe charter buses, drivers off road
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4 HarborLab preps for move to Hunters Point South

BY BILL PARRY

HarborLab, a Long Island 
City-based environmental 
and educational nonprofit, 
will move its operations into 
one of the waterfront towers 
that will be part of the next 
phase of the Hunters Point 
South development. 

In their winning bid to 
develop the two parcels, 
Gotham Organization and 
RiseBoro Community Part-
nership included HarborLab 
as the boathouse and com-
munity service tenant in a 
4,00-square-foot space. The 
city picked the joint devel-
opers earlier this month to 
build more than 1,120 units 
in two towers with 900 of the 
apartments permanently af-
fordable. 

“We don’t take this 
amazing space for grant-
ed,” HaborLab Founder 
and Executive Director 
Erik Baard said. “Nothing 
in life is guaranteed, espe-
cially in New York City real 
estate. We’ll have to contin-

ually earn it through ser-
vice. This space isn’t a gift 
to HarborLab. It’s a means 
to help our volunteers and 
students to bring gifts of 

service to the community.”
The organization will 

continue to operate at its boat 
launch at 53-21 Vernon Blvd. 
on Newtown Creek, where it 

provides programming such 
as free public paddling and 
lessons on  habitat restora-
tion gardening in keeping 
with its environmental sci-

ence emphasis. A shipping 
container laboratory and 
storage units, funded chiefly 
by the Hudson River Founda-
tion, Citizens Committee for 
NYC and Newtown Creek 
Group, will be installed in 
April as HarborLab will re-
main at the launch site until 
the new space is available in 
several years.

A target date has not been 
determined for the Hunters 
Point South development 
and the boathouse will need 
design work and community 
feedback.

“We’ll do even more 
year-round, extended hours 
education with paid staff, 
so that’s our next goal,” 
Baard said of the future in 
Hunters Point South. “We’ll 
be forming partnerships 
with universities, teachers, 
youth service organiza-
tions, outdoor clubs, envi-
ronmental groups and oth-
ers to fill the calendar with 
quality activities.”

The development will also 
include an 11-acre waterfront 

park that will provide access 
to the East River.

“We’re examining inno-
vative ideas to fully include 
recreational boaters,” Baard 
said. “One concept is main-
taining a boat fleet the public 
can use through timeshare 
or cooperative arrangement 
and passing nationally rec-
ognized safety certification 
exams.”

One priority for Harbor-
Lab is to create the city’s 
most wheelchair-accessible 
boat launch and boathouse.

“We’re working with 
Gotham Organization and 
several city agencies to 
ensure that there’s a seam-
less ramp from the water 
to comfort facilities inside 
the boathouse, and design 
elements that make the 
wheelchair-to-water boat-
ing experience safe and 
fun.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

Two highly rated Man-
hattan restaurants, The 
Spotted Pig and Le Berna-
din. have halted purchas-
es from Long Island City-
based Tom Cat Bakery in 
response to a call from 
current and former work-
ers demanding the com-
pany adopt simple protec-
tions and fair severance 
for 20 immigrant workers 
fired in April. The immi-
grants were terminated 
when they could not pro-
duce adequate working 
documents after Tom Cat 
Bakery management had 
been subjected to an audit 
by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security.

As members of a non-
profit organization called 
Brandworkers, the fired 
workers decided to reach 
out to the bakery’s cus-
tomers after they claimed 
the company failed to 

keep its commitment to 
negotiate with workers 
in the wake of the audit. 
The workers, many of 
whom had well over a de-
cade of experience at the 
artisanal bakery, located 
at 43-05 10th St., are con-
tinuing their campaign 
for justice.

“We are asking Tom 
Cat’s customers to stop 
buying their bread until 
Tom Cat listens to the 
demands of the workers 
who were fired during the 
audit,” Bulmaro Cruz, a 
Brandworkers member 
who had worked at the 
bakery for 18 years, said. 

Tom Cat Bakery main-
tains it had no choice but 
to terminate the workers 
in April and they say sev-
erance pay was provided.

“While we could not 
legally resist the Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity and its random audit 
of our business and em-

ployee records, we were 
determined to do all that 
we could to help our em-
ployees,” Tom Cat Bakery 
management said in a 
statement. “In the wake of 
the audit we sat down with 
their union, the Bakery, 
Confectionery, Tobacco 
Workers and Grain Mill-
ers Local 53 -- which has 

represented our employ-
ees for more than a de-
cade -- and together came 
up with a severance offer 
that included everything 
the union asked for.”

Following a letter-
writing campaign by the 
terminated workers, Le 
Bernadin, an old guard 
French restaurant became 

the first customer to stop 
buying from the bakery 
in September. The Spotted 
Pig, a West Village main-
stay, followed last month 
and the workers began a 
dialogue with the Jean-
Georges restaurant, at 
Columbus Circle, which 
is currently deciding if it 
will support the workers.

“What motivated us 
to come together was we 
knew what the company 
was doing was completely 
unjust,” said Hector Solis, 
who worked at the bakery 
for more than 12 years. 
“We started to fight back, 
not just for us, but for 
everyone who has been 
in such an unjust situa-
tion. Even though Tom 
Cat hasn’t returned to the 
table, we are going to con-
tinue with our struggle. 
We won’t stop until we get 
a victory.”

The Spotted Pig’s deci-
sion to support the Tom 

Cat workers continues 
the company’s engage-
ment with social justice 
work in the city. 

“By supporting the 
Tom Cat workers, The 
Spotted Pig once again 
shines as a leader in the 
movement for restau-
rants free from hate and 
discrimination,” Restau-
rant Opportunities of 
New York Director Cath-
erine Barnett said. “In 
responding to the call of 
immigrant workers, The 
Spotted Pig not only exem-
plifies the principals of a 
Sanctuary Restaurant, 
but reflects the values of 
New York City restaurant 
diners who oppose the 
anti-immigrant actions 
taking place across the 
country.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Long Island Ciy-based HarborLab will move into a community space in the soon to be built Hunters 
Point South neighborhood. Courtesy Hansel Architects

Famed eateries drop Tom Cat Bakery over layoffs

The immigrants who were fired from Long Island City-based Tom 
Cat Bakery in April continue their campaign for justice.
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Queens
Newest Ballroom

Adria Hotel & Conference Center

Your Special Event 
Deserves 

A Special Place
Our newly renovated ballroom is the perfect place 

for your next catering event, 
accommodating up to 240 people.

We specialize in Weddings, 
Birthday Parties, Sweet Sixteens, Graduations, 

Communions and Quinceañeras.

For an appointment with one 
of our  Event Coordinators 
call: 718.631.5900
Email: sales@adriahotelny.com
www.adriahotelny.com 
221-17 Northern Boulevard, 
Bayside, NY 11361

Complimentary Ice Sculpture
Receive an ice sculpture, a $250 value, 

when you book a party for 100 or more guests. 
Must present this ad to redeem this offer.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Flushing resident used 
last week’s visit from Mayor 
Bill de Blasio at a town hall 
meeting as an opportunity 
to ask for help with a black 
cemetery.

Beverly Riley called on 
the mayor to restore  Old 
Towne Burial Ground at 45th 
Avenue and 165th Street after 
years of periodic neglect. She 
requested his help to speed 
up the restoration process so 
that pedestrians stop confus-
ing the cemetery inside the 
public park as a place where 
they can walk their dogs. 

The ground served as 
a burial site for more than 
1,000 African-Americans 
and Native Americans in 
the 1800s. In the 1930s, Parks 
Commissioner Robert Moses 
redeveloped the site into a 
playground. 

Mandingo Tshaka, a Bay-
side activist and founder of 
the Olde Towne of Flushing 
Burial Ground Conservancy, 
has been fighting for official 
recognition for the cemetery 
for over 10 years. Tshaka and 
former Councilman John Lui 
(D-Flushing) worked to pre-
serve the site, and in 2004, the 
late Borough President Helen 
Marshall and Lui allocated 
$2.667 million in funding for 
improvements, which includ-
ed a recreated historic wall en-
graved with the names from 
the only four headstones re-
maining there from 1919. New 
trees and shrubs were planted 
along with a newly installed 
toddler’s playground. In 2006, 
the site was reclaimed and 
reopened by the city Parks De-
partment and the Olde Towne 
of Flushing Burial Ground 
Conservancy.

Riley told the mayor that 
residents  have been trying 
for the last 10 years to get the 
cemetery restored so that it 
could have the respect and 
dignity it deserves in the 
community. But she said 
they  have not been able to use 
$100,000 in funds that was al-
located to them by Marshall.

“To date we have not been 
able to get the Parks Depart-
ment to work with us to put 

in the proper memorial that 
would allow the people in the 
neighborhood to recognize 
the site as a cemetery,” she 
said. “We have been trying 
now to make it into an area 
where people recognize what 
it is — sacred ground not a 
place to walk your dog or al-
low it to be overgrown.”

The cemetery shares 
space with a children’s play-
ground.

Queens Parks Commis-
sioner Dotty Lewandowski 
stepped in and said that Parks 
has been trying to work with 
the conservancy to do more 
for the site as well as with 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz. She said there would be 
a meeting in early December 
to advance talks about design 
and seek additional funding. 

The mayor was insistent 
about getting answersand 
asked: “What is it going to 
take to make sure the area 
is properly recognized and 
respected?”

Lewandowski said the 
ground currently has a mark-
er and signage indicating it is 
a cemetery but acknowledged 
more could be done. 

According to Riley,  all 
the cemetery has is a poor-
ly placed sign on the gate 
that indicates it is a burial 
ground,  but right next to it 
are signs that tell the public 
how they are to behave in a 
public park. She said it sends 
the wrong message. Riley 
said the conservancy  simply 
wanted the Parks Depart-
ment to allow the $100,000 to 
be used to install the proper 

memorial, such as head-
stones, so that people in the 
neighborhood can recognize 
it and stop walking their dogs 
through the grounds. 

De Blasio agreed with 
Riley and said it was sim-
ple, asking Lewandowski, 
“What’s the problem?”

Lewandowski said Parks 
needs more funding, saying 
it could cost up to a million 
dollars. 

De Blasio told Riley he 
would try to make sure there 
was enough money in the 
city’s budget to get it done. 

“I want to achieve your 
goal,” he said. “A million dol-
lars is serious, but I’m inter-
ested in resolving the issue 
so I would like to draw up 
a plan. I want to know how 
much money it will take to 
make this right and I want a 
time line.”

Tshaka said he was hope-
ful the mayor would pull 
through and finally get the 
burial ground the proper 
treatment. 

“I have to see,” he said of 
the mayor’s promise “A lot of 
people can talk,  I want to see 
the action. 

“The city has a debt to the 
people buried there, it’s the 
right thing to do. The com-
munity uses it to take a short-
cut because there is no sym-
bol in there that it is a burial 
ground. The city did this 
when they knew it was a buri-
al ground and desecrated it 
to put out a playground there 
for Caucasian children, de-
stroying many of the graves, 
which was not necessary.”

Mayor wants to revamp 
Flushing burial ground

Residents are asking for additional funding to preserve the quality 
of Olde Town Flushing Burial Ground.  Photo by Mark Hallum
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City Mission honored
Coalition for The Homeless award goes to Elmhurst-based group

BY BILL PARRY

When the city converted 
the Pan American hotel into 
a shelter for homeless fami-
lies in June 2014 without any 
dialogue with the Elmhurst 
community, homeowners 
and other residents were out-
raged and racially charged 
rallies and town hall meet-
ing ensued as the Asian com-
munity was roiled. Lester 
Lin, the son of Taiwanese 
immigrants, was shocked 
to hear racial epithets being 
hurled at the mostly black 
and Hispanic residents of the 
shelter.

“Let’s just say Elmhurst 
didn’t put its best face on dur-
ing those protests, especially 
our Asian community,” Lin 
said. “It was disheartening, 
but I understood how infor-
mation was being misused. I 
knew I had some work to do 
to mend fences and help the 
people living at the Pan Am 
hotel.”

Lin, the youth director 
at the Reformed Church of 
Newtown, gathered more 
than 50 of the teenagers he 
had worked with for more 
than 14 years and held a 
welcome barbecue for the 
families living in the newly 
named Boulevard Family 
Residence on July 26, 2014. 
That effort grew into City 
Mission, a nonprofit organi-
zation made up of more than 
200 teenagers, mostly from 
Elmhurst, but with mem-
bers from Maspeth, Middle 
Village, Jackson Heights and 

Woodside.  The group has 
become a regular presence 
at the shelter with monthly 
programs, reading time, cho-
reography sessions, arts and 
crafts, picture day, toy drives 
and holiday parties.

“At the beginning we had 
no idea what we were doing, 
but we began to figure it out 
along the way,” Lin said. “We 
began to build relationships 
with the families that live in 
the shelter with tutoring for 
the kids and resume assis-
tance for the adults. Things 
have mellowed considerably 
with the people who protest-
ed over time and now I have 
relationships with many of 
them.”

Over the weekend, Lin 
was informed that the Co-
alition for the Homeless, the 
nation’s oldest advocacy and 
direct service organization 
helping homeless individu-
als and families, had hon-

ored the group.
“In the spirit of the sea-

son, and with a desire to 
bring well-deserved attention 
to inspiring examples of hu-
man kindness, the Coalition 
for the Homeless is proud to 
announce the recipients of 
our second annual Compas-
sionate Communities Award: 
Lester Lin and the City Mis-
sion volunteers in Elmhurst, 
Queens,” the statement said. 
“The Elmhurst, Queens 
neighbors have demonstrat-
ed the very best our commu-
nities have to offer those in 
need with their kind, cordial 
support for the homeless fam-
ilies in their midst. May we 
all learn from their example 
and experiences.”

The coalition explained 
the award is for those New 
Yorkers who react to the 
news of a homeless shelter 
opening in their community 
“not with knee-jerk resis-

tance and hyperbolic alarm-
ism, but with understand-
ing and rationality. They 
are motivated by a genuine 
desire to help those who are 
experiencing the trauma of 
homelessness, and open their 
arms to those in need.”

Lin was shocked and his 
team of volunteers were very 
proud of the award.

“They’re all really excit-
ed over this, but I have to say, 
we were all pretty surprised 
by this,” Lin said. “We didn’t 
even know Coalition of the 
Homeless even knew about 
us. We just wanted to be nice 
and help them, to get the kids 
involved and integrated into 
the neighborhood. We believe 
in ethics and morals and we 
want to give back.”

Most recently, the volun-
teers created a coding class 
for shelter residents who 
want to learn a valuable new 
skill that could give them a 
boost in the job market, and 
while City Mission grew out 
of Lin’s church group, it’s not 
about pushing religion on 
the residents.

“Certainly not. We don’t 
try to bring religion into 
this at all,” Lin said with 
a laugh. “It’s just easier to 
work with local churches 
because they don’t charge 
me anything. It’s just a good 
network of people who want 
to do good things. As long 
as they are here, we want to 
show compassion and help 
them through their times of 
struggle. We all need some 
grace and compassion.””

Lester Lin (r.) and his youthful team of volunteers from Elmhurst-
based City Mission are the winners of the Compassionate 
communitees Award for their work with the homeless. 

Courtesy City Mission

St. Albans fotog’s work 
to be on Jamaica kiosks

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Elias Williams, a photog-
rapher whose work has been 
used by the Magnum Foun-
dation and The New York 
Times, will be the second 
individual to have his work 
displayed on the LinkNYC ki-
osks throughout Jamaica, as 
part of the Art to the People 
series curated by the non-
profit A Better Jamaica. 

A Better Jamaica is a com-
munity service arts organiza-
tion and the Art to the People 
series will feature artists 
from southeast Queens and 
other parts of New York City 
on kiosks on Jamaica Avenue 
from Sutphin Boulevard to 
168th Street, according to A 
Better Jamaica founder Greg 
Mays.

“I chose him because he 
was raised here,” said Mays 
about the photographer who 
grew up in St. Albans. “He 
has very fond memories of be-
ing here.”

Mays originally met Wil-
liams after hiring him to be a 
photo instructor to area kids 
who are a part of the Better 
Jamaica apprentice program 
and knew immediately after 
the launch of the LinkNYC 
kiosks in Jamaica he wanted 
the photographer to be a part 
of the series he was curating. 

“When I saw the work, I 
was attracted to it because it 
was not celebrity focused,” 
Mays said. “I could tell how 
he felt about the neighbor-
hood by how he had captured 
just everyday folks in the 
neighborhood. It is hard to do 

that in a photograph.”
One of his favorite photos 

from Williams features an 
elderly man standing next to 
Liberty Rock in St. Albans.  It 
is a giant rock painted in pan-
African colors as a symbol of 
black power which is a memo-
rial for veterans of the United 
States Armed Forces who live 
in southeast Queens. 

Mays said that when 
people talk about southeast 
Queens or St. Albans, their 
main focus is often on the 
foreclosure crisis, not the 
people or great events going 
on in the neighborhood, but 
Williams offers a different 
perspective. 

“It’s a documentary,” said 
Williams about his five years 
of photos . “It started out as 
something personal about 
what my relationship with 
the community is like.”

Despite moving to the 
Bronx, Williams became 
tired of hearing the narrative 
about St. Albans struggling 
with foreclosed homes and 
went from doing personal 
work to work celebrating the 
people and the area. 

“African-Americans from 
the South migrated to New 
York, particularly to Harlem, 
Bed-Stuy and St. Albans,” 
Williams said. “I see a larger 
representation of Harlem 
and Bed-Stuy in photos, but 
there is next to nothing in St. 
Albans, so I took on that re-
sponsibility so that the work 
I do will serve as a historical 
document of the presentday 
of St. Albans while also refer-
encing its past.” 
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December 9 - 10 
Tickets from $20

www.queenstheatre.org 
718.760.0064

Steve Solomon’s  

 
The therapy continues...

ALL  
NEW 

SHOW!
ALL  
NEW 

SHOW!

www.queenstheatre.org 
718.760.0064

S. Ozone Park cheerleaders head to nationals
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Southside Sea-
hawks cheerleading 
team, which practices at 
the Virgil Grissom Mid-
dle School in South Ozone 
Park, beat their peers 
at the 2017 Big East AYC 
Regional Competition by 
winning two of the three 
meets Nov. 18.

The Seahawks had 
to dance, cheer and step 
their way into the re-
gional competition and 
won first place in both 
the dance and step cat-
egories, which means the 
team will advance to the 
National Competition in 
Florida Dec. 9.

Overseeing a team of 14 
6- to 11-year-olds is the Se-
ahawks Step Director Kim 
Wilson from Rosedale. 

“I am overjoyed,” Wil-
son said. “I can’t believe 
we did that ——— two 
first places.”

The team practices eight 
hours a week for three days, 

according to Wilson. 
Director Wilson has 

worked with the team for 
four years and in previous 
years the team has come 
in second place in dance 
and second place in step 
at the national competi-
tion, but with twice the 
opportunity to perform 
she hopes they nab the top 
stop for one or both com-
petitions. 

“We’re hoping that this 
year we will come back 
with that championship,” 
Wilson said. 

More important than 
seeing the girls make it 
to the national competi-
tion is seeing them come 
together as a unit and 
working hard to achieve a 
single goal as a team, ac-
cording to Wilson. 

“For them to put [the 
routines] on the big stage 
and get it all together, it 
makes you want to cry,” 
Wilson said. 

Two of the cheerlead-
ers are Danielle Mitchell, 

8 and Zalaya Elder, 11. 
“It felt good,” said 

Danielle about her win. 
“It was amazing, it was 
fun and we were on tele-
vision.”

The Rosedale cheer-
leader’s favorite thing 
about cheering is combin-
ing gymnastics and f lips. 

When it comes to the 
national competition, she 

has mixed emotions.
“I feel terrified and 

happy together,” Danielle 
said. 

 Zalaya, who lives in 
Cambria Heights, shares 

Danielle’s love of doing 
f lips and she is also a big 
fan of doing backhand 
stands. 

When she found out 
she was going to go to the 
regional competition, she 
was nervous, but once 
they won she was sur-
prised and happy.

“This was my first 
year on the team,” Zalaya 
said. 

Zalaya is looking for-
ward to the nationals and 
hopes the Seahawks win 
again. 

“I tell them all the 
time, you are like sisters 
now, 14 sisters,” Wilson 
said. “Sometimes you are 
going to clash with each 
other, but when we get 
out there on the mat, ev-
erything else goes to the 
side and we got to focus 
on winning.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

The Southside Seahawks cheerleaders won the 2017 Big East  AYC Regional Competition in 
dance and step and are making their way to the National Competition in Florida on Dec. 9.  

Courtesy of  Shaneeka Thomas
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com 

MARKET:
7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

FREE PARKING

3 $39F

1
4 LBS EACH (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

$20
INCLUDES:

1
4

+

eager and ready to be part of 
a Democratic Coalition that 
could proudly and publicly 
state what its legislative posi-
tions are going into the 2018 
session.”

The letter asked IDC offi-
cials to work with the party, 
which is currently the minor-
ity in the state Legislature, 
to claim two seats in special 
elections and convince con-
servative Democrat Simcha 
Felder of Brooklyn to caucus 
once again with his own par-
ty instead of with the Repub-
licans.

“We therefore send this 
letter as officials, members 
and supporters of the Demo-
cratic Party – the state Demo-
cratic Party infrastructure 
– to communicate that we can 
no longer tolerate the IDC and 
Senate Democrats’ inability 
to unify,” the letter said. “If 
the IDC refuses to accept this 
offer, the state Democratic 
Party infrastructure would 
be prepared to unite in pre-
senting primary challenges 
to IDC members.”

The party also said any 
mainline Democrats who op-
pose IDC officials  returning 

to the party would also face 
primary challenges.

“To further our unity 
solution for the state Senate 
and define each other’s posi-
tion, there is no doubt that 
all Democrats agree that a 
united Democratic delega-
tion will take up a progres-
sive agenda,” the party said, 
ticking off the Dream Act, 
campaign fiance reform and 
other objectives, the party 
said in a statement .

“There can be no progres-
sive advancement with some 
Democrats sitting with Re-
publican conservatives. The 
entire point of this unifica-
tion effort is to advance the 
Democrats’ substantive pro-
gressive agenda.”

It said Sen. Andrea Stew-
art-Cousins (D-Yonkers), the 
Senate minority leader, and 
the main conference accepted 
the terms of the Democratic 
Party’s unity letter Tuesday. 

“And today after our dis-
cussions and clarification, 
Senator Klein and the IDC 
have also accepted the terms 
of our unity letters,” the Dem-
ocrats said. “The next step 
will be full joint cooperation 
in winning the upcoming 
special elections to fill the 
Senate vacancies once they 
are created next year.”

Peralta said in a statement 
he looked forward to working 
with the Democratic Party 
to achieve progress, echoing 
the issues mentioned in both 
Klein’s statement and that of 
the party.

Avella said the IDC would 
remain in existence, but 
would operate as a coalition 
with the Democratic Party. 
They will continue to caucus 
with themselves, however, he 
said, making clear that de-
spite rumors the IDC does not 
caucus with Republicans.

“I’ve always indicated that 
the conference, myself espe-
cially, have always been will-
ing to have this conversation 
and form a coalition with the 
Democratic Conference once 
we have a majority and I stand 
by that. I’m ready to do that 
any day, once we have a major-
ity. That depends of course on 
Simcha Felder and we have 
two vacancies. Even if we were 
to all get together, we would 
not have enough votes for a 
majority,” Avella said explain-
ing that the purpose of the IDC 
to begin with was to make up 
for the fact Democrats lacked 
a strong enough vote on their 
own. “Once we form this 
Democratic coalition, there 
are things we believe as Demo-
crats should be voted on.”

Continued from Page 1 

IDC

supply of food is still greater 
than a decade ago, before the 
start of the 2008 recession. 

Citywide, the number 
of New Yorkers struggling 
with hunger dropped by 15 
percent over the past three 
years, but still remains 15 
percent higher than a decade 
ago. According to the report, 
from 2014 to 2016, 1.2 mil-
lion New Yorkers,  or one in 
seven of the population, lived 
in food-insecure homes, com-
pared to 1.4 million from 2011 
to 2013 and 1 million from 
2004 to 2006.

The report also revealed 
that in Queens 63,798, or 10.3 
percent of the children in 
the borough, lived in food-
insecure homes from 2014 to 
2016. The report said one out 
of every 11 seniors in Queen, 
or 8.8 percent, lacked enough 
food and that 34.6 percent of 
the city’s pantries and kitch-
ens indicated they were not 
distributing enough to meet 
demand.  As part of this 

shortage,  38.9 percent indi-
cated they had to turn people 
away, reduce the amount of 
food, or limit their hours of 
operation.

Joel Berg, CEO of Hun-
ger Free America, said that 
while unemployment de-
creased and wages rose dur-
ing the last few years of the 
Obama administration, it is 
shameful that New York City 
has higher levels of hunger 
than before the Great Re-
cession. According to Berg, 
President Donald Trump 
has proposed slashing the 
Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, formerly 
called the Food Stamp Pro-
gram by $192 billion in his 
proposed budget. Congress 
has also proposed major 
cuts to the program, which 
93 percent of the people who 
run food pantries and soup 
kitchens in the city said 
would cause their clients to 
struggle even more.

“We still face a nation, 
state, and local epidemic of 
the ‘working hungry.’” he 
said. “Nationwide, the abys-
mally low minimum wage 

clearly is a chief cause of hun-
ger. Yet just at a time when 
the nation needs even more 
jobs, even higher wages, 
and even more robust anti-
hunger safety net programs, 
Republicans in Washington 
are scheming to cut the safe-
ty net and eviscerate health 
care – which would clearly 
make hunger soar – just to 
fund even more tax cuts for 
the mega-wealthy.”

City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) said he applauded 
Hunger Free for shining the 
light on the city’s persistent 
hunger problem.

“Far too many New York-
ers lack access to adequate 
quality food,” he said  “Choos-
ing between paying bills and 
purchasing nutritious food 
is a constant struggle for so 
many of our neighbors. No 
one should ever go hungry in 
our great city.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Hunger
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10 Avella calls out DEC on Waterpointe development

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Residents are asking the 

state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation 
why inappropriate landfill 
 was used at the Waterpointe 
Development site. 

In September, DEC an-
nounced it was using  a less-
er grade of soil, called Track 
4 restricted residential use 
as opposed to the higher 
grade Track 2 that was origi-
nally agreed upon. The 18-
acre waterfront property, 
located at 151st Place and 6th 
road, was purchased by Edg-
estone Group LLC in 2012 for 
$11 million. The developers 
originally planned to build 
97 two-family townhouse 
homes plus nine single-fam-
ily houses, but Community 
Board 7 and then Council-
man Tony Avella (D-Whites-
tone) negotiated with devel-
opers to prevent what they 
thought would be over- devel-
opment on the property. 

Waterpointe is now being 
built under a special permit 
issued by the Department of 

City Planning that allows for 
the construction of 52 single-
family homes. Waterpointe 
Development now requires 
environmental oversight be-
cause of the prior industrial 
uses of the property over 
many decades. The land was 
previously owned by Bay-
rock Group, which bought 
the land in 2005 for $25 mil-
lion. According to reports, 
Bayrock racked up $150,000 
in DEC fines for bringing 
in toxic soil to the already 
contaminated site. This led 
the current developers to en-
roll in the DEC’s Brownfield 
Cleanup Program. 

Things seemed to be mov-
ing along, according to state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
until he  received a letter from 
DEC in September entitled 
“Explanation of Significant 
Differences” explaining why 
changes to the soil fill had 
been allowed to the remedia-
tion plan. Avella believes the 
switch from Track 2 to Track 
4 soil will negatively affect 
future owners in this devel-
opment. DEC said after it dis-

covered the fill being used at 
the site did not meet residen-
tial soil cleanup objectives, 
it switched over to Track 4 
restricted residential use.At 
a press  conference Tuesday,  
 Avella expressed disappoint-
ment and anger at DEC for 
changing the remediation 
plan without consulting 
elected officials or the com-
munity. He asked DEC to tell 
the community    when exact-
ly DEC knew they  were going 

to make changes.  The sena-
tor said using an inappropri-
ate fill could have serious 
repercussions for whoever 
ends up living at the site and 
could restrict how homeown-
ers are allowed to use soil on 
their own property. 

“When I raised ques-
tions with your staff re-
garding these changes, I 
was told that participation 
in the Brownfield Remedia-
tion program is voluntary,” 

he said. “I expect that once 
an entity chooses to enter 
into the program it must 
comply with the require-
ments of the program and 
should not be able to change 
its compliance simply be-
cause it chooses not to.”

Avella also raised ques-
tions about the soil mitiga-
tion plan to deal with the 
soil vapor from contami-
nated groundwater that 
was discovered on the site. 
He said that while there 
had always been a possibil-
ity that a mitigation system 
for dealing with soil vapor 
issues would be needed, 
DEC waited too long to pro-
vide confirmation to CB 7 
that this was definitively 
required.  He added that the 
soil mitigation plan would 
require a “vapor intrusion 
depressurization system” 
and wanted to know the es-
timated increased costs  fu-
ture owners of these homes 
would have to pay.

A DEC spokeswoman 
said  the agency had com-
municated on several oc-

casions with Avella’s office 
about the remediation of 
this site, including chang-
ing the soil type   to Track 4 
to protect public health and 
the environment.

“If the property is con-
trolled by means of com-
mon ownership or a single 
owner/managing entity, “ 
the agency said, “the reme-
dy will not prohibit single-
family housing and as such 
the proposed 52-unit subdi-
vision contemplated by the 
Special Permit is an accept-
able re-use of this site.”

DEC said in order to sup-
port ongoing site manage-
ment at Waterpointe and 
to protect future residents, 
the agency is establish-
ing an escrow agreement 
with the developer to fund 
site management activities 
at this spot for a period of 
10 years in the amount of 
$272,000.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

The powerful Juniper 
Park Civic Association will 
have a new leader for the first 
time in more than 28 years 
since its president, Robert 
Holden, will have to resign 
before his Jan. 1 swearing-in 
as a city councilman. 

Holden became the only 
challenger to defeat an in-
cumbent Democrat in the 
city when he beat City Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Glendale) on Election Day, 
but he had to wait eight days 
before the city Board of Elec-
tions counted all absentee 
and affidavit ballots on Nov. 
15, when he was declared the 
winner by 137 votes.

“I actually have to give 
up the leadership of four non-
profits I run,” Holden said. 
“I’m scrambling to get people 
to take over not just the Juni-
per Park Civic Association 
but the Juniper Valley Park 
Conservancy, St. Saviour’s 

Inc. and Citizens for a Better 
Maspeth.”

Holden, 66, found time for 
all four organization while 
serving as a member of Com-
munity Board 5 since 1988.  
Seven of those years he was 
the first chair and has been 
chairman of the board’s Pub-
lic Safety Committee for 13 
years. All of that experience 
gave Holden the confidence 
that he can represent Dis-
trict 30 well.

“I’ve attended several 
briefings at City Hall for the 
new Council members and I 
felt I knew a lot already like 
land use and public safety 
from my 30 years on CB 5,” 
Holden said. “I feel I’m bet-
ter prepared with every-
thing I’ve learned as a civic 
leader.”

During a low-point of his 
campaign against Crowley, 
Holden knew he had to work 
harder at winning over vot-
ers in Woodhaven where few 
knew of him.

“I started knocking on 
doors there and campaign-
ing as a civic leader instead 
of a politician. It felt much 
more natural to me. I would 
ask what is the problem on 
your block and than I told 
them how we would fix 
them,” Holden said. “These 
people hadn’t been asked 

about problems in the neigh-
borhoods before and they 
were very receptive. That 
really got me going again 
and that’s when I felt rejuve-
nated and began to feel like 
I could really do it. And it 
worked.”

Although Crowley had de-
feated Holden with nearly 64 

percent of the vote in Septem-
ber’s Democratic primary, 
the Queens GOP gave him its 
Republican party line, which 
the registered Democrat for 
more than 44 years ran on 
along with the Conservative, 
Reform and Dump de Blasio 
lines. Holden captured more 
that 8,400 votes on the Repub-
lican line

In the past couple of 
weeks, Holden heard from 
many City Council members 
and their staffs offering con-
gratulations and words of 
advice, although he would 
not get specific because the 
calls were personal. City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) was not 
one of them nor is Holden ex-
pecting to hear from Dromm 
after reading some of his 
quotes in last week’s Queens 
Chronicle.

Dromm said he would 
“fight against” Holden cau-
cusing with the Democrats 
and that he had had issues 

over the years with Holden 
and his views that “border 
on racist and homopho-
bic,”  He went on to say the 
councilman-elect is a “total 
Republican” no matter what 
party he is affiliated with. 

Holden was blindsided by 
the comments.

“I think it was disgrace-
ful. It’s irresponsible and 
I’m surprised an elected of-
ficial would talk like that 
especially in the city of New 
York,” Holden said “I’ve 
never even met the man 
and I don’t prejudge, but 
this is the perfect example 
of what’s wrong with this 
country, labeling me as a 
Republican. Crowley’s cam-
paign put it out there that 
I’m anti-woman and a racist 
and when Danny calls me 
homophobic, I’d like him to 
point out how I might actu-
ally have more gay friends 
than him.”

Dromm could not be 
reached for comment.

Avella and community leaders ask why developers used inappropriate 
fill at Waterpointe development.  Photo by Gina Martinez 

Holden preps for Council as new critic emerges

Bad blood simmers between City Councilman-elect Robert Holden 
and City Councilman Daniel Dromm even though the two have never 
met. Photos by Michael Shain 
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Holiday 

Gift Cards 

Available!

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON ENJOY YOUR MEAL WITH 

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this Christmas Eve 
and/or Christmas Day with you!

Let our family serve your’s! 

TRADITIONAL 
HOLIDAY MENU

Our Regular/Children’s Menu
WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE

— F I L L I N G  U P  Q U I C K LY—

DINE WITH THE 

O’NEILL’S
CALL FOR RESERVATION AT

718.672.9696
HOLIDAY MEALS TO GO

Enjoy culinary convenience and great 
homemade taste this Christmas Eve and/or 

Christmas Day with our Holiday meals.
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY OR 
VIRGINIA HAM

Served with all the Trimmings
Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

INDIVIDUAL DINNER 4–6 PEOPLE $135
5–9 PEOPLE 10–14 PEOPLE 15–20 PEOPLE $375

ADDITIONAL SIDES HALF TRAY ADDITIONAL SIDES PIES $15

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community Staple 
Since 1933

64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH, NY 11378

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR NEW YEARS EVE & NEW YEARS DAY FESTIVITIES

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

December 17th  Brunch with Santa 11am
CHRISTMAS EVE - Sun., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Mon., Dec. 25

Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Sun., December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats, 
and DJ playing all night long!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Offi ce Functions Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability

FREE VALET PARKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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“I have been reaching out to 
high-level members of the Trump 
administration,” Hikind, the son 
of Holocaust survivors, said. “The 
rights and freedoms we enjoy in 
America should not extend to those 
who facilitated the death of count-
less innocent people. Palij’s pres-
ence here mocks the memory of 
millions who perished. There is no 
question of his guilt. It is imperative 
that someone responsible for Nazi 
atrocities be held accountable for 
his crimes, regardless of age. I will 
never rest while a Nazi lives com-
fortable in our country.”

Palij came to the United States in 
1953 claiming he was a farmer and 
war refugee, concealing his work as a 
Nazi guard, and was granted citizen-
ship in 1957. After his past became 
known he was stripped of his citizen-
ship and his deportation order was 
upheld by the courts in 2004 but the 
Justice Department was unable to 
find a country that would accept him.

Stephen E. Boyd, the U.S. assis-
tant attorney general, wrote to Hi-
kind, “The Department agrees fully 
that Palij should not live out his last 
days in the country. The depart-
ment remains committed to ensur-
ing that justice is done in this case 

and we will continue, in cooperation 
with our interagency partners, to 
pursuing every avenue for effectuat-
ing Palij’s removal.”

For Palij to be deported, the State 
Department has to enforce its au-
thority. 

“Jakiw Palij’s presence in the 
United States must end,” U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “We need Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson to personally inter-
vene to pressure countries to take 
him. I have actively called on Sec-
retary Tillerson and the Trump ad-
ministration to make this happen. 
The families of the six million Jews 
and other individuals murdered in 
the Holocaust deserve justice.”

Hikind contended it also mocks 
the U.S. servicemen who fought and 
died to defeat the evil Nazi regime.

“I’m confident that our president 
wants to do the right thing and has 
the means to do so,” he said. “It’s 
time for our president to show the 
world how murderous fiends should 
be regarded and disposed of. It’s 
time to take Jakiw Palij, this mon-
ster who is beneath contempt and 
unfit to breathe American air, and 
kick him the hell out of here once 
and for all.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Nazi
ty except for an office 
that handles student 
transcript requests.

With a student popu-
lation of 471 in fall 2016, 
Bramson had seen its 
enrollment rates de-
cline by over 30 per-
cent since 2010. It had 
also struggled to meet 
accreditation require-
ments since 2013, New 
York State Education 
records show. 

“There’s literally no 
one here,” the woman at 
the transcript office said 
when the school was con-
tacted for comment.

Bramson was a non-
profit, two-year institu-
tion offering certificates, 
diplomas and associate 
degrees in accounting, 
business management, 
computer technology, 
medical and natural 
science, paralegal stud-
ies and other technical 
fields. The average stu-
dent was 40 years old and 
Bramson served a strong 
multicultural popula-

tion.
The college, located at 

69-30 Austin St., had re-
cently built a new library 
near the Queens campus. 
It was dedicated in Janu-
ary 2016 with the support 
of donors from World 
ORT, a global Jewish 
organization promoting 
education.

C o n g r e s s w o m a n 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
saved the school from go-
ing under in December 
2014 when she arranged 
meetings to renew fi-
nancial aid payments to 
Bramson from the U.S. 
Department of Educa-
tion. 

Leading up to the 
actual closure, rumors 
that the school might 
shut down spread around 
campus. In 2013, Bram-
son was put on a two-year 
probation for failing to 
meet accreditation stan-
dards under the state 
Board of Regents. 

Many on the campus 
were unprepared for the 
shutdown, particularly 
after being lulled into a 
sense of false security 
by Meng’s involvement, 

the recently dedicated li-
brary, active recruitment 
of new students and the 
college administration’s 
repeated denials of the 
rumors.

In July 2016, the col-
lege’s president David 
Kanani sent an e-mail 
to the student body: “By 
talking to some of you, 
I hear that the rumor 
about our school having 
lost its accreditation still 
persists. As I mentioned 
in my previous email 
and visiting some of your 
classes at the end of the 
Spring semester, we are 
in the process of reac-
creditation. Our school 
is accredited and our ap-
plication is pending with 
the NYSED Board of Re-
gents.”

In January 2016, Ka-
nani announced in an 
e-mail that the school 
had lost accreditation 
and could no longer be 
a degree-granting insti-
tution: “It is with deep 
regret that we have to an-
nounce that after careful 
review of the various op-
tions available to Bram-
son ORT College, in-

cluding appealing of the 
NYSED Board of Regents’ 
decision to deny the in-
stitution’s accreditation, 
our Board of Trustees 
have decided not to ap-
peal the NYSED Board 
of Regents’ decision. As a 
result, our Board has in-
structed us to engage in 
the teach out process for 
our current students.” 

Two weeks later, a col-
lege fair helping students 
transition to nearby insti-
tutions was announced 
on the college’s Facebook 
page.

Brandon Mitchell, 
a spokesman at World 
ORT’s American branch 
said Bramson operated 
independently from the 
organization with a 
board of directors who 
ran the school. 

“When they lost it 
(the accreditation), their 
board made the decision 
to close the school and 
informed our board of 
the decision,” Mitchell 
said. “It was a surprise to 
many of us here when we 
found out about it, and a 
disappointment to many 
of our donors.”

Continued from Page 1 
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