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BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and members of 
Friends of Brinckerhoff Colonial 
Cemetery called on the owner of 
the neglected   landmark to sell 
the land to the neighborhood 
preservation group.

The colonial burial ground, 
located at 182nd Street and 73rd 
Avenue in Fresh Meadows,   has 
77 graves, with the last person 
buried there in 1872. The owner 
originally paid $105,000 in 2010 
and  planned on building two 
houses on the property, but af-
ter it was landmarked in 2012 
she was   not able to. 

After a successful bid to get 
the cemetery landmarked, Avel-
la and Friends of Brinckerhoff 
said they approached the Parks 
Department about buying the 
land, but the city agency re-
fused. In 2015, after efforts from 
Avella and the preservation 
group, Borough President Katz 
allocated $180,000 to buy the 
land back from owner Le Dan 
Cai of Linda’s Cai Trading. 

Despite everything being in 
order, the owner pulled out at 
the last minute. Avella claims 
it was because the city reversed 
its initial decision and inter-
fered by offering $400,000 for the 
land. 

BY MARK HALLUM

Car dealerships on North-
ern Boulevard continue to use 
public parking on residential 
streets as auxiliary storage 
for their business even after 
a crackdown by the police, a 
civic activist said at Commu-
nity Board 11’s Monday meet-
ing.

Auburndale Improvement 
Association President Henry 
Euler announced no sooner 
than NYPD’s 111th Precinct 
had performed an overnight 
sweep in late November, 
towing the illegally parked 
cars, the Star Nissan dealer-
ship had begun putting them 
back on the curbs in front of 
houses.

“Now the new thing is that 
they’re not parking by their 
business–Bayside Imports–
but they are now going into 
the neighborhoods on the 
south side of Northern and 
the north side of Northern,” 
Euler said. “They’re parking 
vehicles without plates or reg-
istration certificates on the 
windshield.”

Star Nissan is not the only 
dealership involved in the 
parking congestion, however. 
About 15 illegally parked ve-
hicles were carried away on 
tow trucks from Bayside Im-
ports, located at 202-01 North-
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Flushing man has pleaded 
guilty to two hate crimes after 
telling police “I don’t like Chi-
nese people,” Queens District At-

torney Richard Brown said. 
Korean national Key S. Lee, 

35, pleaded guilty to two counts 
of second-degree robbery as a 
hate crime in connection with 
two separate attacks on Chinese 

women who were robbed and as-
saulted last year. 

DA Brown said that in plead-
ing guilty Lee had admitted to 
attacking two Asian women be-

Continued on Page 58

Flushing man guilty of hate crimes: DA 

Avella asks 
owner to sell 

jilted cemetery

NYPD crackdown to no avail
Bayside auto dealers continue to park illegally on residential streets

Things don’t always go well when kids meet Santa for the first time. At the Queens Botanical Garden, 
Santa (a QBG staff member in happier times) had his hands full with this well-dressed young lady at 
the photo concession. Photo by Michael Shain

BABY’S FIRST CHRISTMAS
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Whitestone commu-
nity has pulled together to 
help the family of a sick new-
born. 

Five-month-old Stevie 
Skaats was born with a rare, 
debilitating genetic disease 
that has forced him to spend 
the last 150 days in the hospi-
tal. Parents Ann and Steve, 
life-long Whitestone resi-
dents, were able to bring Ste-
vie home but according to 
Stevie’s grandmother Maria, 
the family is now preparing 
for another trip to the hospi-
tal in the upcoming weeks. 

A GoFundMe page start-
ed in November by Ann’s sis-
ter, April Leavy, has already 
raised $15,000. On the fund-
raising page Leavy wrote 
that the family is thrilled to 
have Stevie home again but 
expenses are piling up.

“Along with Stevie came 
a host of medical equipment 
for breathing and eating as 
well as the requirement for 
in-home care by a registered 
nurse for 20 hours per day,” 
she wrote. “Ann had to stop 
working to keep up with Ste-
vie’s care and coordination 
of an upcoming medical stay 
in Canada.”

Leavy asked that family 
and friends  to pitch in to 
help relieve the family’s fi-
nancial strain. 

“No one will judge how 
much, how little or even if 
you are able to donate,” she 
said on the page. “Donations 
can even be anonymous if 
preferred.  Everyone has 
their own issues. I was hop-
ing together we can make 
Ann, Steve, and Stevie’s a 
little easier.”

The fund-raising gained 
traction after Al Centona, 
vice president of the We Love 
Whitestone civic group, was 
contacted by Stevie’s grand-
mother, a former member of 

the civic association, who 
asked if he could spread the 
word.

“We figured we could help 
by posting their story on the 
association’s Facebook page 
and emailing it to people in 
order to get the word out, 
especially around the holi-
days,” Centona said. “So far 
the response has been good. 
We’ve gotten a lot of messag-
es and calls.”

Centona said the outpour-
ing of support is not surpris-
ing, he added, and said some 
people have even offered 
to help the family directly 
since GoFund Me takes a 
percentage. 

“The Whitestone com-
munity as always steps up 
in these situations,” he said. 
“The family has been grate-
ful and appreciative and has 
promised to keep us updated 
on the progress.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

Community Board 11 ap-
proved the proposal for a new 
group home in Douglaston to 
assist people in the community 
who are developmentally chal-
lenged with life skills to live in-
dependent and productive lives.

CB11 approved the motion 
to allow Services for the Under-
Served to operate out of a former 
rectory  at 45-14 245th St. owned 
by St. Anastasia with a nearly 
unanimous vote and will assist 
eight individuals with day-to-
day living.

“People get training ev-
eryday on how to take care of 
their home, how to take care 
of themselves and how to be-
come productive citizens in the 
community,” Doris Figueroa, 
senior vice president of develop-
mental disabilities services at 
SUS, said. “We try to keep [the 
residents] with the community. 
Their families are from Queens. 
We try not to relocate them if 
there’s not a need.”

SUS has several similar fa-
cilities across the city. Figueroa 
said the eight residents are be-
ing moved from another facil-
ity that is larger, but lacks some 
of the accessibility standards 
needed for the residents.

About $450,000 will be spent 
renovating the former church 
annex since the building will 
need to be made more accessible 
to people with special needs, in-
cluding upgrades to the kitchen, 
bedrooms and doorways. SUS is 
currently in lease negotiations 
with St. Anastasia, but hopes to 
be in operation within a year to 
serve four men and four women 
from other parts of the borough.

The facility is about 3,000 
square feet with two floors.

Although the motion passed 
CB11’s Group Homes and Com-
munity Facilities Committee 
unanimously, it was met with 
some criticism from board 
member Stephen Pivawer, who 

had wanted a more senior lead-
er in the organization to attend 
the Monday meeting. He also re-
quested SUS provide financial 
reports to the community board 
showing what the funds for the 
organization, which comes from 
the state, are used for.

Pivawer voiced concerns 
over funds going only to sala-
ries and not to the people living 
in the facility.

“He’s looking at the finan-
cials, he’s looking at the tax 
returns and asking how much 
money goes to salaries, which is 
public record,” Steven Myricks, 
director of Facilities Adminis-
tration, said. “But what I don’t 
think he takes into account is 
how much money it takes to 
take care of an individual who 
can’t take care themselves.”

Myricks explained the facil-
ity will have to hire a variety of 
specialized staff to care for the 
residents on a 24/7 basis.

He said the main public con-
cern regarding facilities for the 
mentally challenged stems from 
the Willowbrook State School 
scandal in which a Staten Is-
land facility for intellectually 
disabled individuals was ex-

posed by reporters for keeping 
residents in extremely negligent 
conditions.

U.S, Sen. Robert Kennedy, in 
the 1960s, once toured the Wil-
lowbrook facility and described 
overcrowded and filthy condi-
tions in which residents were 
forced to live.

Hepatitis A outbreaks were 
common in Willowbrook. At 
its height, Willowbrook housed 
6,000 residents with a capacity 
of only 4,000.

Willowbrook was closed by 
the early 1990s.

“Everybody said, ‘No, hu-
mans can’t live like this.’ And 
that’s when they started giv-
ing awards and funding to not-
for-profits to provide smaller 
environments where they can 
actually integrate back into the 
community, have better ser-
vices and better care,” Myricks 
said.

The Douglaston facility will 
be subject to yearly state inspec-
tions.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Community Board 11 approved the proposal for a new group home in 
Douglaston.                  Google Earth

Group home approved Whitestone helps 
family of ill infant

The Whitestone community 
has raised thousands to help 
pay for five-month-old Stevie 
Skaats’ medical bills.  

Photo Courtesy of GoFund Me 

Former rectory to be used to house disabled adults



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 8–14, 2017 3  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Adopt Your Family’s New Best Friend 
from North Shore Animal League America! 

Create Some Holiday Magic

Adorable dogs, 
cats, puppies and 
kittens available 
for adoption!

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Christmas Eve: 12pm - 6pm

Christmas Day: CLOSED 

New Year’s Eve: 12pm - 6pm

New Year’s Day: CLOSED

ADOPTION CENTER HOURS:

Monday - Friday: 4pm - 10pm

Saturday & Sunday: 12pm - 10pm 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY
516.883.7575 • animalleague.org

Fo l l ow  Us !

Photo by Ellen Dunn

ANNUAL OUTDOOR  
LIVING NATIVITY

Presented once each night on the 
Great Lawn of Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Saturday & Sunday
December 16 & 17

7:30 PM
Christmas Eve 
Service of Lessons  
& Carols 
Sunday, December 24, 7:30 PM 

 

Christmas Day Festival Service 
Monday, December 25, 10:30 AM 

 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 

36-01 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
718-229-5770    www.rlcb.org 

Pols push DOE for dual language expansion

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Assemblymen Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) and Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) met 
with city Department of Edu-
cation officials Monday to dis-
cuss the expansion of the Ko-
rean Dual Language program 
in New York schools.

The assemblymen, whose 
districts have heavy Korean 
populations, said it was impor-
tant to include Korean in these 
language programs, which are 
mostly limited to Chinese and 
Spanish. There is currently 
only one Korean Dual Lan-
guage Program available in 
all of New York City at Flush-
ing’s PS 32 and it ends after 
fifth grade, right before many 
students begin regular foreign 
language studies in junior 
high school. 

In the meeting with DOE 
officials, Kim and Braunstein 
asked that they consider the 
growing Korean population 
in New York, particularly 
in Queens neighborhoods 

like Flushing, Bayside, and 
Whitestone. The lawmakers 
contended that the  growth 
of the Korean community 
has created an increased de-
mand for such dual language 
programs. 

Also at the meeting were 
members from the Korean 
American Association of Great-
er New York, language educa-
tion specialist Dr. Yung Duk 
Kim and Bright Limm, presi-
dent of the Korean Americans 
for Political Advancement. 

The community leaders 
urged DOE to work with the 
Assembly members in devel-
oping the program beyond pri-
mary school.

 Kim, who is the only Ko-
rean-American elected offi-
cial in New York, said studies 
have shown how valuable a 
bilingual education is for the 
development of young minds 
and limiting the language op-
tions could potentially prevent 
otherwise interested parents 
from enrolling their children 
in dual language programs. 

“As a Korean-American 
whose two daughters will like-
ly grow up speaking English, 
Korean and Chinese, the im-
portance of this kind of educa-
tion is clear to me,” Kim said. 
“The current program at PS 
32 is a good start, but remains 
limited. It’s the only Korean 

dual language program in the 
whole city and ends after el-
ementary school. By the time 
its participants graduate from 
high school, many may already 
forget what they learned. They 
should be offered a chance to 
continue their bilingual edu-
cation, and their peers who 

live in other similar school 
districts should have an equal 
opportunity to enroll in these 
valuable programs.”

 Braunstein said dual lan-
guage programs have a proven 
track record of improving edu-
cational outcomes for students. 
He said many Korean-Ameri-
can families in his district are 
often surprised and disheart-
ened when they discover Ko-
rean is not offered among the 
list of available programs. 

“Our meeting today has 
given me hope that we can ex-
pand the current program to 
a far greater scope,” he said. 
“A bilingual education can 
foster greater intercultural 
exchange and understanding, 
helping to bridge gaps between 
communities while ensuring 
New York students of all back-
grounds can stay connected to 
their roots and heritage.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Assemblyman Ron Kim and Edward Braunstein discussed the expansion 
of the dual language program with the DOE.

Braunstein, Kim want to include Korean in program beyond primary school 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio led 

a town hall Tuesday in City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park)’s district, where 
he discussed the death of a 12-
year-old in a fire over the week-
end, transportation issues and 
an odorous sewage treatment 
facility.

Thomas Curly, 12, died of 
smoke inhalation Sunday when 
the apartment he lived in with 
his family in Belle Harbor went 
up in flames in the early morn-
ing hours. He was a student in 
seventh grade at MS 114 in Belle 
Harbor, where the town hall 
was held.

“Life was literally just start-
ing out,” de Blasio said. “A hor-
rible, horrible thing happened. 
This school and community is 
feeling it a lot.”

One person in the audience 

asked why communities on the 
Rockaway peninsula do not 
have a trauma center in light 
of the fact Curly and his fam-
ily had to be taken to Nassau 

County, the nearest trauma 
center for residents of the Rock-
aways.

The fire was caused by a 
cigarette and the home had a 
faulty smoke detector.

De Blasio said he had never 
heard the concern over trauma 
centers before and could not 
comment at the time.

Audience members applaud-
ed the mayor’s support for fer-
ries and the announcement 
the city has put in an order 
for larger vessels, which have 
proven popular for commuters 
from the Rockaways as well as 
beach-goers on the weekends.

“We built these things so no 
one could take them away,” de 
Blasio said of the ferry service. 
“God help the future mayor 
who tries to take it away from 
you, and we chose the same 
price for the subway because 

BY MARK HALLUM

A Port Authority offi-
cial elaborated on plans to 
overhaul LaGuardia Air-
port Monday that included 
a feasibility study of Wil-
lets Point for an AirTrain 
connection from the Long 
Island Rail Road, redevel-
opments of terminals and 
on-site hotels.

Port Authority Direc-
tor of Aviation Huntley 
Lawrence discussed the de-
mand-driven nature of the 
expansion and the implica-
tions it could have on the 
surrounding communities 
with Borough President 
Melinda Katz and commu-
nity board heads at Bor-
ough Hall. 

The AirTrain proposal 
is currently under study 
by a consultant and the 
next steps will be an en-

vironmental study by the 
federal government and 
required public outreach. 
This would link LaGuardia 
to Midtown Manhattan via 
the LIRR, which Lawrence 
claims will reduce traffic 
in the surrounding residen-
tial neighborhoods.

It will also provide visi-
tors with transportation to 
a consolidated rental car 
facility at Willets Point.

 Access to LaGuardia 
would be improved with 
left turn safety upgrades of 
Marine Air Terminal Road 
and other improvements to 
three intersections along 
this corridor. 

A parking garage on the 
west side with 3,200 spots 
has already been erected 
from precast segments and 
should be complete by the 
first quarter of 2018, he 

PA briefs Boro Board 
on LGA, JFK projects

BY BILL PARRY
 
A rally outside the office 

of U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-NY) by the Jackson 
Heights-based DRUM, im-
migrant communities and 
their allies was overshad-
owed by the Supreme Court’s 
decision to strike down the 
preliminary injunction, al-
lowing full enforcement of 
the Trump administration’s 
ban on travel from eight na-
tions while legal challenges 
proceed through the lower 
courts. 

Six of the countries – Syr-
ia, Iran, Yemen, Libya, Chad 
and Somalia — are majority 
Muslim nations, while North 
Korea and Venezuela are also 
on the list.

“It is entirely unaccept-
able and un-American to 
discriminate against people 
based on race or religion,” 
New York Immigration Coali-
tion Executive Director Ste-
ven Choi said. “Allowing full 
enforcement of the Muslim 
ban will not make this coun-
try safer or greater. Nearly a 
year after we rallied at JFK 

in response to the first Mus-
lim ban, we will continue to 
fight Trump’s plan to turn 
bigotry into policy and re-
sist this latest assault on 
our liberties just as we have 

every day since Trump took 
office.”

The coalition has been 
leading the fight against the 
Muslim ban since January, 
when the first Executive Or-

der came out, as hundreds of 
lawyers and volunteers head-
ed to JFK to assists detained 
travelers from 20 nations. 
Protests at JFK sparked ac-
tions across the country, 

including a rally at Battery 
Park which drew more than 
30,000 protesters.

The Supreme Court’s or-
der Monday came unsigned 
and without explanation. 
Justices Ruth Bader Gins-
burg and Sonia Sotomayor 
were dissenting votes.

U.S. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions called the rul-
ing a substantial victory for 
the safety and security of the 
American people.

“We are pleased to have de-
fended this order and heart-
ened that a clear majority Su-
preme Court has allowed the 
President’s lawful proclama-
tion protecting our country’s 
national security to go into 
full effect,” Sessions said in 
a statement. “The Constitu-
tion gives the president the 
responsibility and power to 
protect this country from all 
threats foreign and domes-
tic, and this order remains 
vital to accomplishing those 
goals.”

The DRUM rally at Schum-
er’s office called for the sena-
tor to reject the racist princi-

Concerns for immigration advocates increased this week as the Supreme Court allows full enforcement of the 
Trump administration’s travel ban while legal challenges proceed. Courtesy DRUM

Supreme Court approves travel ban
Preliminary injunction struck down allowing Trump administration to enforce restrictions 

Continued on Page 53

Continued on Page 53

Blaz draws mixed support
 at Belle Harbor town hall

Mayor Bill de Blasio held a 
town hall in Belle Harbor with 
Councilman Eric Ulrich. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Continued on Page 58



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 8–14, 2017 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Despite promises it 
would be completed this 
spring, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s online bail payment 
system has been pushed 
back to 2018.

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) ex-
pressed outrage over the 
delay after the new April 
2018 deadline was an-
nounced last week by Eliza-
beth Glazer, the director of 
the Mayor’s Office of Crim-
inal Justice, at a Fire and 
Criminal Justice commit-
tee hearing. Lancman said 
this marks the third time 
the city has failed to meet 
its own deadline for an on-
line payment system. 

The councilman said the 
city first announced plans 
for the online bail payment 
system in November 2016 

and said it would be avail-
able systemwide by spring 
2017. By June the online 
bail payment system still 
had not launched and the 
administration said “we 
expect that the contract 
will be signed shortly and 
that online bail payments 
will be live in the coming 
months.” 

A few months later in 
October 2017 the payment 
system still had not taken 
effect and the Wall Street 
Journal reported the may-
or’s office was predicting 
it would be introduced by 
year’s end.

Finally this week Glazer 
announced a new 2018 dead-
line.  

Lancman said the delays 
affect people struggling to 
get out of jail and is adding 
to the growing incarcera-

Online bail payment 
launch pushed back

Extended term limits not OK
with Richards and Van Bramer

BY BILL PARRY
 
With less than a month to 

go before the 51 members of the 
City Council choose between 
eight candidates to replace 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, 
the two representatives from 
Queens, City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton) and 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), broke 
with the other contenders who 
are mostly in favor of extending 
term limits. 

Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D-Brooklyn), one of the 
speaker candidates, introduced 
legislation last week that would 
ask voters if they would like to 
extend term limits from two four-
year terms to three terms.

Richards thinks the exten-
sion has merits but very little 
support among the voting pub-
lic.

“I personally believe the 
proper amount of time is three 
terms to do the job right, but I 
haven’t heard from any grass-
roots groups in my district that 
are calling for it,” Richards said.

Van Bramer was more ada-
mantly opposed to the bill during 
a NY1 candidates debate last Fri-
day. “I do not see a groundswell 

of citizens seeking a referenda,” 
Van Bramer said. “I do not see 
the impetus coming from the 
people to change this law.”

In fact, Van Bramer had gone 
on the record a day earlier when 
the bill was introduced.

“I do not support the legisla-
tion introduced today to extend 
term limits, since the public has 
already voted against doing so 
three times via public referenda. 
I was invited to co-sponsor the 
legislation to extend term limits, 
and declined. I will not be voting 
for it either,” Van Bramer said. 

Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg  pressured then 
Speaker Christine Quinn to 
force an extension on term limits 
in 2008 in a move that may have 
cost her in a failed mayoral bid 
in 2013.

“I support term limits and 
believe the proper length in the 

BY MARK HALLUM

Political groups  opposed to 
the Independent Democratic 
Committee are still beating 
the drums of war against the 
rogue group of state senators 
after a tentative peace was 
brokered with the mainline 
Democrats.

The IDC, which now in-
cludes Sens. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) was formed in 
2011 in the hope of passing pro-
gressive legislation in the face 
of the conservative Republican 
majority in Albany.

Up to 37 political action 
groups statewide signed on to 
a press release from progres-
sive group No IDC NY  with 
statements accusing the IDC 
of caucusing  with the GOP, 
blocking progressive legisla-
tion and only agreeing to a 
Democratic Party reunifica-
tion deal last week to avoid 
primary challenges.

“We do not and will not 
ever support a ‘deal’ that al-
lows Jeff Klein and the IDC to 
rejoin the mainline conference 
with impunity. Turncoats can-

not be rewarded with long po-
litical careers and leadership 
benefits,” Susan Kang of No 
IDC NY. “The grassroots mo-
mentum will support only one 
solution in regards to creating 

an effective and functional 
Democratic Senate major-
ity: beat IDC at the ballot box. 
Strong primary challengers 
are rising as we speak in all 
eight IDC districts, and we be-

lieve strongly that IDC mem-
bers will lose their primaries 
next year. We encourage the 
mainline Democrats to follow 
our lead and support the anti-
IDC challengers.”

A letter from the state Dem-
ocratic Party called on IDC 
officials to form an alliance  to 
take two available seats and 
rejoin the main party in order 
to establish a majority. If they 
declined, the letter said they 
would face stiff opposition in 
the next election cycle.

“TrueBlueNY is forging 
ahead to support real Demo-
crats in primary challenges 
to the IDC, regardless of deals 
made by the state party. These 
eight people should not be in 
state government, no matter 
how they are aligned,” says 
Mia Pearlman.

The IDC leader, Sen. Sen. 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx), respond-
ed to the Democratic Party 
letter welcoming the notion of 
reuniting as long as the Dems 
agreed to help the IDC achieve 
its goals.

“Since its very inception 
the IDC has worked to move 
the Senate out of dysfunction to 
advance progressive policies,” 
Klein said in a statement. “We 
are ready to move forward, 
provided any final agreement 
between Democrats is based 

Anti-IDC groups spoke out against a tenuous truce between the breakaway Democratic group and the main-
line party.

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (l.) and Donovan Richards 
are among eight canidates jock-
eying to replace Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito next month. 

Photos by Michael Shain

Anti-IDC groups reject Dem coalition
Progressive advocates oppose tenuous peace talks between warring liberal factions

Continued on Page 53

Continued on Page 53

Continued on Page 53



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 8–14, 20176    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

STEINBERG & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

FREE CONSULTATION
BANKRUPTCY LAW

FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL LAW
36 YEARS EXPERIENCE

718-263-2922
80-02 Kew Gardens Rd, Suite 300

Kew Gardens, NY 11415
Contact:www.lawsteinberg.com 

email: SA@lawsteinberg.com

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Maspeth, MidVil, Elmhurst school threat
BY BILL PARRY

Three Queens neighbor-
hoods are on edge as the NYPD 
investigates violent threats 
made online last week against 
schools in Maspeth, Middle 
Village and Elmhurst. An In-
stagram posting last Friday 
warned of future shootings at 
PS 58 in Maspeth, known as 
the School of Heroes, the Mid-
dle Village Preparatory Char-
ter School and St. Adalbert 
Catholic Academy in Elmhurst 
as well.

“Safety is our top priority 
and we are closely monitoring 
the situation,” city Depart-
ment of Education spokes-
woman Miranda Barbot said. 
“The NYPD is conducting an 
investigation and we are pro-
viding the school (PS 58) with 
additional safety support.”

The NYPD would not pro-
vide details of its investigation, 
but in a letter to the parents 
of students at PS 58 sent out 
last Friday, Principal Adelina 
Valastro-Tripoli wrote that 
NYPD School Safety and the 
NYPD Counterterrorism Unit 
were immediately notified.

“We are monitoring the sit-
uation and will continue work-
ing closely with the NYPD to 
ensure the safety and security 
of our building,” Valastro-Trip-
oli  said. “We assure you that 
every precaution will continue 
to be taken to ensure that our 

students and staff will remain 
safe.”

The principal at the 125-
year-old St. Adalbert’s Catho-
lic Academy, Sister Kathleen 
Maciej, also sent a letter last 
Friday to parents, faculty and 
staff at her school.

“Immediate contact was 
made with the 110th Precinct 
and the diocesan superinten-
dent,” she said. “The police 
from the 110th Precinct re-
sponded promptly and began 
their investigation. The policy 
of the diocese is to cooperate 

with the police and take our 
direction from them.”

Maciej said an investigation 
by the 104th Precinct was also 
underway since the informa-
tion was made known by indi-
viduals within the boundaries 
of their precinct.

“There was no imminent 
danger to anyone today,” she 
wrote. “The police informed 
me that they would be contact-
ing me on the procedures they 
would take to ensure the safety 
of everyone.”

Adding to concerns of par-
ents in the three neighbor-
hoods is the upcoming fifth 
anniversary of the shootings 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn. 
Twenty students, between the 
ages of 6 and 7, and six adults 
were shot and killed by 20-
year-old Adam Lanza with an 
AR-15 assault weapon and two 
handguns Dec. 14, 2012.

“It’s the same time of year 
and copycat crimes are com-
monplace these days,” commu-
nity leader Christina Wilkin-
son said. “You can’t take any 
threat too lightly.”

PS 58 in Maspeth is one of three area schools threatened with violence on social media in a case that the 
NYPD is currently investigating.
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Douglaston Wine & Liquor
     UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AFTER 30 YRS

“Your local boutique shop carrying 1500 wines, 500 spirits at low prices.”

STOCK UP FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

FREE DELIVERY
Curbside Service and Special Orders

Please call us

CALL 718.224.0100
44-41 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

With Free Food
Every Fri., Sat. 4pm-close

Yellow Tail 
Merlot

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Must present this coupon. 

Expires 12/31/17.

1.5L

Woodford 
Reserve Bourbon 
         Distiller’s Select

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Must present this coupon. 

Expires 12/31/17.

750ml

Johnny Walker 
Scotch Black Label 
12 Year Yankees Edition

750ml
Not to be combined with other 

offers. Must present this coupon. 
Expires 12/31/17.

Tito’s
Vodka

1.75L
Not to be combined with 

other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 12/31/17.

    Cavit 
    Pinot Grigio 

750ml
Not to be combined with other 

offers. Must present this coupon. 
Expires 12/31/17.

10% OFF
Any 2 Bottles 

of Wine
Not to be combined with other offers. 

Must present this coupon. 
Expires 12/31/17.

15% OFF
Any 3 Bottles 
of Wine or more

Not to be combined with other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 12/31/17.

12
-7

WEEKLY SPECIAL PICKS FOR THIS WEEK

Raeburn
Pinot Noir

2016 Raeburn Pinot Noir  
delivers bright, focused-
fruit aromas of wild 
strawberries, raspberries 
and red cherries capped 
with notes of spicy oak. 
The palate is ripe, 
rich and velvety balanced 
by bright acidity. 
Appellation: Russian 
River Valley
Varietal: 100% Pinot Noir
Cooperage: 100% barrel 
fermented in French and 
Hungarian oak, 25% new
Aging: Eleven months

Weekly Special 
Picks $24.99

NOW $19.99

Douglaston Pkwy

Anna 
Cava Codorniu

Pale straw yellow, clean and 
brilliant. Fine bubbles with 
continuous beads and a 
persistent mousse. Displays 
delicate aromas of tropical 
fruit such as pineapple, as well 
as citrus, grapefruit and lime. 
Soft on the palate with elegant 
citrus notes. Well balanced and 
refreshing. The freshness and 
delicacy of the Brut make it an 
ideal aperitif. It also goes well 
with shellfi sh and white fi sh. 
Suitable accompaniment for 
sushi and sashimi or lightly 
spiced carpaccio.

Weekly Special 
Picks $16.99

NOW $12.99
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Bramson struggled 
under DOE’s watch

BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

Bramson ORT, the 40-
year-old technical college in 
Forest Hills that lost accredi-
tation and closed in Febru-
ary, was considered finan-
cially unhealthy and failed 
to meet six of 13 standards 
outlined by the New York 
State Education Department 
Board of Regents.

According to a report 
issued by the department, 
Bramson had been viewed 
as financially unstable since 
2015. The classification was 
based on the college’s com-
posite score of 0.8 in 2015 
and 0.6 in 2016. The compos-
ite score is used by the U.S. 
Department of Education to 
determine whether or not 
a school is financially re-
sponsible.  A score under 1.0 
means an institution is fi-
nancially unhealthy. 

The composite score is 
based on financial state-
ments accredited institu-
tion are required to send the 
Department of Education 
in order to receive federal 
funding under Title IV—
which includes Pell grants, 
subsidized and unsubsidized 
loans, the Perkins Loan and 
the Supplemental Education-
al Opportunity Grant. 

The college had been under 
a Heightened Cash Monitor-
ing by the U.S. Department of 
Education since at least 2015, 
documents show. 

The HCM watch imposed 
on Bramson restricted the 
college from using an Ad-
vance Payment Method to 
receive federal funds for 
student aid. Instead, it was 
required to use institution-
al funds to provide aid to 
students before submitting 
a request to the Department 
of Education for reimburse-
ment. 

Bramson was connected 
to World ORT, a global Jew-
ish organization promoting 
education. Brandon Mitchell, 
a spokesman at World ORT’s 
American branch, said he 
thought Bramson struggled 
to maintain a sizable student 
body. “We knew they were 
attempting to meet some 
difficult challenges,” Mitch-
ell said. “Enrollment was a 
challenge. That might be the 
only one I recall.”

Before its closure, Bram-
son’s enrollment rates had 
declined by more than 30 

percent since 2010  to about 
470 students in the fall of 
2016. 

Bramson’s low compos-
ite score was noted in the 
Board of Regents’ decision 
in January to deny the col-
lege accreditation. The col-
lege’s failure, however, to 
comply with six of the 13 
requirements for accredita-
tion ultimately determined 
the board’s decision.

Since 2013, Bramson had 
struggled to uphold several of 
the Board’s requirements. It 
was put on a two-year proba-
tion at the end of 2013, which 
meant quarterly reports and 
another review, to ensure it 
was working towards meet-
ing all 13 requirements.

In April 2016, the Board 
of Regents’s advisory coun-
cil reviewed Bramson’s pro-
bation and voted to deny 
accreditation, saying “the 
institution has been found 
to be out of compliance over 
several years, by three peer 
review visit teams. ”

Bramson appealed the 
review in May 2016 on the 
grounds that it was unrea-
sonable. The state deputy 
commissioner added her rec-
ommendation to deny accred-
itation in November 2016.

The state DOE report said 
“the commissioner found 
that Bramson was not in 
compliance with the stan-
dards for institutional ac-
creditation, nor had the col-
lege shown good cause for the 
corrective action period to be 
extended.”

The Board of Regents 
then voted in January 2017 to 
deny Bramson accreditation. 
It later extended Bramson’s 
accreditation to the end of 
February for students who 
were scheduled to graduate 
that month. Bramson did not 
appeal this decision.

An ORT sister college in 
Chicago, Ill. the Chicago ORT 
Technical Institute, closed in 
August. Its website does not 
state the reason why.

“On a national scale, the 
demand for technical schools 
has decreased,” a release from 
ORT America stated about 
the closures. “Diminishing 
enrollment, an upsurge in 
community college programs 
and other factors have played 
roles in this trend, leaving 
the two ORT facilities with 
the difficult decision to cease 
operations.”

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio held 

a town meeting at MS 217 in 
Briarwood last week where 
he updated the community 
on issues such as street re-
paving and a new library. 
Moderating the event was 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D- Hillcrest).

The mayor said the city 
has invested $1.67 billion in 
a long-term repaving plan, 
which included fixing 43 
lane miles last year and 35 
since this summer at Horace 
Harding, Union Turnpike 
and Parsons Boulevard.

On Oct. 20 the mayor’s 
office announced there 
would be 21 new bus routes 
throughout the city, five of 
which would be within Lanc-
man’s district.

The mayor also said the 
city would be supporting 
Lancman’s initiative for an 
outdoor classroom at Wil-
low Lake, which is located at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. 

Lancman’s office has al-
ready invested almost $2 
million in the outdoor class-
room and the mayor’s office 
will add additional funds to 
ensure the project gets com-
pleted. 

“We want every park to 
be great,” said de Blasio. 
“We are going to add another 
$800,000 to finish it and get 
it done.”

Some of the pressing 
questions from civic leaders 
involved a library, lighting 
and quality-of-life crimes.

Rosalie Quinones, the 
vice president of Friends of 
Briarwood Library, grilled 
the mayor about when the 
construction of the library 
would begin to meet the 
needs of the ever-growing 
population of the area. The 
time line for the completion 
of the library is 2020. 

“When are we going to 
have a brand new library 
built to meet our needs?” 
Quinones demanded. 

Unfortunately, she did 
not get good news. 

“There are challenges as 
to what it’s going to take,” de 
Blasio said. “It is on our ra-
dar screen and we are trying 
to come up with a plan.” 

Monica Corbett took the 
mayor to task about light-
ing at Pomonok Houses, the 

large public housing devel-
opment. Scaffolding was re-
cently removed from the area 
after window replacement 
finished and was a source of 
lighting at the NYCHA site, 
according to the Pomonok 
Resident Association presi-
dent. The lack of lighting in 
the project has been an issue 
for a while. 

“We have been asking you 
for new windows at Pomonok 
since you were public advo-
cate,” Corbett said. “You are 
now the mayor the second 
term in. We need lights!”

“When you walk down 
the street, it is like a black 
hole,” she added. 

The general manager 
of NYCHA said that seven 
lights were out and the city 
was in the process of replac-
ing them next week. But that 
wasn’t good enough for Cor-
bett, who said of the 660 out-
door fixtures there, a major-
ity of them do not work. 

The mayor decided to 
send the general manager to 
Pomonok to take a tour with 
Corbett and requested a bud-
get if necessary to address 
any further problems that 
might arise on his visit. 

Another inquiry made 
to the mayor was about the 
recent crimes made in the 
business improvement dis-
tricts within Lancman’s dis-

trict, which covers parts of 
Jamaica. 

According to an execu-
tive committee BID member, 
there have been burglaries, 
robberies, grand larcenies, 
and car thefts in the area, 
which have been driving 
away foot traffic for business 
owners and he does not un-
derstand what the 60 neigh-
borhood community officers 
in the area were doing. 

The mayor was quick to 
correct the committee mem-
ber that there are only 35 
non-commissioned officers 
in the section where the 
crimes were taking place, 
but admitted while overall 
crime has dropped through-
out the city, some areas were 
going to need more resourc-
es. 

The inspector for the 
103rd Precinct said he ap-
proved 10 cameras to be 
spread near the business of 
the district, and he would 
continue to monitor the situ-
ation. 

The mayor said if neces-
sary he would redirect more 
officers to area that need 
more resources. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Mayor Bill de Blasio (r.) attended at a town hall in Briarwood moderated 
by Councilman Rory Lancman.  Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Benjamin Kanter

Blaz in Briarwood
Mayor discusses new library, outdoor classroom
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On Saturday,
December 16th at 3P.M.
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Get a Fresh Look for the Holiday’s
Interiors  Exteriors Fences-Wrought Iron Decks 

Clean Outs  Specialty Effects Handyman
Color Consultations  Quick & Reliable

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn & 

Staten Island 
Over 

20 Years

Residential & Commercial 

cell 917.214.3139  office 718.442.4528

On November 29th, NYC 
Health + Hospitals/

Elmhurst, MetroPlus Health 
Plan, and the American 

Diabetes Association held 
a Diabetes Awareness 
Month event to educate 

patients and the community 
about the dangers of the 
disease. The event also 

featured a healthy cooking 
demonstration and 

recipes to encourage 
healthy eating.

 

Students from William Cullen Bryant High School’s choir brought the 
holiday spirit to staff and patients at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 

during the hospital’s annual tree-lighting ceremony on Dec. 4th.
 

POLICE 

Blotter

LONG ISLAND CITY — Police 
were looking for a man who allegedly 
grabbed a woman’s rear end on the No. 
7 train last month. 

The suspect was standing be-
hind a 28-year-old woman when he 
began to grind his groin against the 
victim’s body, then grabbed the vic-
tim’s buttocks on a Flushing-bound 
No. 7 as it approached the Court 

Square station just after 4 p.m. Nov. 
15, police said.

The victim was able to take cell 
phone pictures of her assailant be-
fore he fled on foot in an unknown 
direction. 

Police described the suspect as a 
Hispanic man in his 30s, 180 pounds 
with black hair, last seen wearing all 
black clothing.

Police from the 108th Precinct are searching for this man they suspect sexually abused a 
28-year-old woman aboard a 7 train last month. NYPD

Man wanted in groping incident on No. 7 train

KEW GARDEN HILLS — Police 
were searching for a missing 
Kew Garden Hills woman.

According to police, 28-
year-old Teresa Tan was last 
seen last Friday, at 6:30 a.m. 
at her home, located near 
147th Avenue and 69th Road.

Police described Tan as a fe-

male Asian,  5-feet-6-inches tall and 140 
pounds.

Police said she was last seen 
wearing a black jacket and grey 
pants.

Anyone with information 
in is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477).

Cops search for missing Kew Garden Hills woman

JACKSON HEIGHTS — Police were 
looking for a man who allegedly violat-
ed an order of protection and assaulted 
a young boy in Jackson Heights last 
week. 

Alix Sanchez, 31, forced his way into 
a residence in the vicinity of 94th Street 
and 37th Avenue where a valid order 
of protection exists, according to the 
NYPD.

Sanchez allegedly pushed an 18-year-

old man to the floor and then slapped a 
5-year-old boy in the face and fled the lo-
cation on foot to parts unknown, police 
said.

The boy was taken to Elmhurst Hos-
pital Center for evaluation, police said. 
There were no other injuries reported as 
a result of the incident.

Sanchez is described as 5-foot-7, 190 
pounds, with brown eyes and brown 
hair. 

Child, 5, assaulted in Jackson Heights: NYPD

TERESA TAN
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FLIP

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

As residents of Douglas-
ton, Douglaston Wine & Li-
quor understands the benefit 
of providing the most value 
to their neighbors, as well 
as carrying on the tradition 
of the “local neighborhood” 
shop, where everybody 
knows your name. As great 
young, entrepreneurs they 
also understand that reno-
vation, expanding inventory 
and 21st century programs 
will refresh and revitalize 
their establishment helping 
them to serve their custom-
ers at high level of excel-
lence. The new renovations 
are bright and welcoming. 
An art gallery display by lo-
cal artists, both young and 
old is planned to adorn their 
newly painted walls.

An expansive new inven-
tory along with a rewards 
program provides immense 
incentives to shop. The re-
wards program gives the 
loyal consumer a star or 
point for each dollar spent.  
One hundred stars or points 
earn $5.00 toward their next 

purchase. Furthermore, if 
you’d like additional benefits, 
just register your email to get 
a coupon of $5.00, which can 
be shared with friends and 
family on Facebook and Ins-
tagram.

Another unique benefit 
this boutique has to offer is 
its wine sampling. Try some 
wine to find the perfect blend 
of flavors that your palate 
desires. The knowledgeable 
staff can suggest options 
based on the meal you are 

pairing it with or the tastes 
of a guest you are visiting.  
There are open bottles every-
day for tasting, along with 
special Friday and Saturday 
tastings events.

Come in and experience 
all the exciting changes for 
yourself.  The new ownership 
team is extremely knowledge-
able, provides exceptional 
customer service and is com-
mitted to giving back to the 
community they serve in 
many creative ways. This ex-

ceptional service doesn’t end 
once you leave the boutique. 
They provide delivery and 
curb service and an online 
store that’s coming soon so 
parking on Douglaston Park-
way won’t deter you from vis-
iting. Furthermore, if you’re 
feeling lucky, they offer New 
York state lottery on site. The 
convenient location for the 
Douglaston residents, promo-
tions, prices, and customer 
service will be an enormous 
addition and benefit to the 

community. They have al-
ready joined the Douglaston 
Village Chamber of Com-
merce, are participating in 
upcoming community events 
and are open to discuss how 
they can serve you best.  Stop 
in, say hello, buy your win-
ning lottery ticket, welcome 
them to the neighborhood 
and taste their delicious of-
ferings!

Douglaston Wine & Liquor, 
44-41 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston, (718) 224-0100.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Douglaston Wine & Liquor
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Looking for the two sons I gave up
I would like to speak about 

the adoption issue.
There are many children 

who have been adopted and as 
adults are looking for their bio-
logical parents.

And some parents are look-
ing for their biological children 
because, for one reason or an-
other, they were forced to place 
their children up for adoption.

I, myself, am one of the latter. 
I’m 68 years old and have been 
longing to make peace with my 
two sons, Tommy and Bobby, 
who were adopted in the ‘70s 

while I served in the U.S. Navy.
My wife had left us and I 

could not financially take care 
of our boys and had to place 
them in foster care. They were 
later adopted because I had no 
plan to properly provide for 
them and my ex-wife could not 
provide for them either.

I believe any adopted child, 
once he or she reaches their 
21st birthday, has the right to 
know who their biological par-
ents were and the reasons they 
were forced to give them up. In 
the end, we all need to know our 

past and try to make peace with 
our children before we leave 
this world.

I would love to have the op-
portunity to tell my children 
that I am sorry and tell them 
about their biological family. 
Christmas is coming and of all 
things I would wish for, a re-
union with my sons would be 
the greatest gift I could have 
because above all, I could tell 
them that I love them.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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Back in 2004 Borough President Helen Marshall set 
aside $571,000 for Martins Field in Flushing, an African-
American burial ground, which had already received a 
pledge of $2.7 million from Councilman John Liu for the 
creation of a memorial park.

Fast forward 13 years and the neglected site still 
shares the public park space with a children’s play-
ground. The name was changed to the Olde Town of 
Flushing Burial Ground in 2006 and the historic cem-
etery, where about 1,000 African-Americans, American 
Indians and the poor were laid to rest, was reclaimed 
- more or less.

Flushing purchased the land on 46th Avenue be-
tween 164th and 165th streets in 1840 to bury margin-
alized residents, then turned the site over to the Parks 
Department, which removed the headstones and made 
it a park in 1936.

 Despite a decades-long campaign by Bayside activ-
ist Mandingo Tshaka to have the entire park declared a 
sacred burial ground, there is only one sign to indicate 
a cemetery is inside.  Next to it are signs telling the pub-
lic how to behave in a city park, creating confusion over 
the boundaries and causing some people to walk their 
dogs on the gravesites.

 Mayor Bill de Blasio visited Flushing recently for a 
town hall meeting and became the latest lawmaker to 
call on the Parks Department to restore the cemetery. 

 A member of Tshaka’s burial ground conservancy 
told the mayor the group has not been able to get the 
Parks Department to work with it to install the proper 
memorial, such as headstones.

 In fact, Parks reversed itself in 2009 and withdrew a 
plan to install an obelisk and four original headstones, 
which Tshaka said at the time “wipes out a people’s his-
tory” by making the site look like a simple park. The 
city agency installed a memorial wall containing at 
least two old engraved headstones, but regular upkeep 
has been haphazard. 

 The mayor pressed Queens Parks Commissioner 
Dorothy Lewandowski to co-operate with the conser-
vancy, which still has $100,000 of Marshall’s money left 
for the project.

 “What’s it going to take to make sure the area is 
property recognized and respected?” he asked.

 We fear a lot.
 The burial ground has lurched between periodic 

cleanups and cries for better maintenance.  But despite 
the good intentions of a Who’s Who of northeast Queens 
legislators, the old cemetery has lost its identity and 
soul among the dog walkers and children in the park.

 We’re counting on the mayor to become the caretaker 
of the Flushing Burial Ground and to do the right thing 
by requiring a fitting memorial as the next step toward 
fully recognizing the cemetery as a historic gravesite.
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READERS WRITE

Council members should be limited to two terms
Here we go again. Council 

members are hatching a plan to 
place a referendum on the ballot 
to extend term limits for them-
selves. We say, bring it on!

Recently, all eight candi-
dates for City Council speaker 
announced their support for ef-
forts to change the current two-
term limit rule to three terms in 
order to curry favor, and votes, 
from their colleagues. In fact, 
one of them, Brooklyn Council-
man Jumaane Williams, has 
already drafted legislation to 
accomplish this goal.   

The people of New York City 
have spoken loudly and clearly 
in support of a two-term limit 
on three separate occasions. A 
1993 referendum passed by vot-
ers imposed this limit.

A few years later, Council 
members tried to extend the 
limit, but voters smacked them 
down in a 1996 vote.

Then in 2008, led by Mayor 
Bloomberg, the City Council said 
screw the referendum route, and 
extended term limits on their 

own through legislation so they 
and the mayor could serve third 
terms.

In response, voters struck 
back in 2010 when 75 percent of 
us imposed the two-term limit 
again by supporting a proposal 
placed on the ballot by the New 
York City Charter Revision 
Commission. However, if Coun-
cil Members want to get beat for 
a fourth time, New Yorkers will 
gladly oblige.

The professional political 
class just don’t know how to 
take a hint. Our Founding Fa-
thers believed in citizen legis-
lators. They would never have 
imagined the culture of career 
politicians we have today.

This is part of the reason 
why the New York State Reform 
Party supports term limits for 
all elected officials. Being called 
to serve for a period of time in 
public office should be a privi-
lege, not career choice.

James Madison said the ide-
al representative would be one 
“called for the most part from 

pursuits of a private nature and 
continued in appointment for 
a short period of office.”  Since 
1993, New York City voters have 
agreed with Mr. Madison three 
times.

We also believe in the power 
of the people, not the politicians, 
which is why we support initia-
tive and referendum. We support 
voters directly deciding on many 
policy issues, whether it be term 
limits, bike lanes, red light cam-
eras, or education tax credits. Re-
lating to this new term limits ef-
fort, there is no doubt that if the 
City Council could legislatively 
extend term limits on their own, 
like they did in 2008, they would.

However, the 2010 New York 
City Charter Commission 
placed another proposal on the 
ballot that would prohibit the 
City Council from altering term 
limits on themselves. It was also 
approved.

Therefore, to fulfill their 
goal of staying in office longer, 
they must now put the issue be-
fore the voters in a referendum. 

Voters will not be fooled by 
the same, tired bogus arguments 
these City Council members are 
making to try and extend their 
terms again. They include need-
ing more time to see projects 
through in their districts, learn-
ing the job to be more effective 
and vesting in the pension sys-
tem. New Yorkers know a con 
job when we see one.

Are we really supposed to be-
lieve that Council members are 
so indispensable to our govern-
ment that we need them to serve 
longer than the president of the 
United States?

When term limits were first 
being discussed in the 1990s, City 
Council Speaker Peter Vallone Sr. 
said they would be “disastrous” 
and a New York Times editorial 
said they would cause “chaos in 
government.” Low and behold, 
in 2002 when term limits first 
took effect and two-thirds of the 
City Council, four borough presi-
dents, the mayor, comptroller and 
public advocate were all new, we 
survived!

If the City Council votes to 
put another referendum before 
us to extend their terms, the 
people will overwhelmingly re-
ject it. In addition, those Council 
members who vote to place this 
referendum on the ballot will 
be held accountable by their 
constituents when they run for 
re-election.

Perhaps their term limits 
extension referendum should be 
coupled with one to roll back the 
$36,000 raise the City Council 
members gave themselves last 
year. 

Let the people decide.

Bob Capano 
Adjunct instructor of 

government for over 15 years 
with City University of New 

York. Reform Party candidate 
in Brooklyn’s 43rd City Council 

District this year.

Curtis Sliwa 
Chairman of the New York 

State Reform Party.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Thanks to 111th Pct. 
The Auburndale Improve-

ment Association wishes to 
publicly thank the 111th Po-
lice Precinct for its recent 
actions to remediate prob-
lems with many of the auto 
dealerships and some of the 
other auto-related businesses 
along Northern Boulevard in 
Bayside.  The police have also 
made many other attempts to 
address problems with these 
businesses over the years. 

Our thanks also extend to 
Sen. Tony Avella, Assembly 
member Ed Braunstein and 
Council member Peter Val-
lone for their support in ad-
dressing all of the complaints 
that this civic organization 
receives regarding these auto 
businesses.  We have been 
working for years trying to 
get these businesses to mend 
their ways and to become 
good neighbors to the resi-
dents of the area.

We have also worked with 
Community Board 11 and 
other civic groups includ-
ing the Bayside Clear Spring 
Council headed by Mandingo 
Tshaka.  You would think 
that with all of this commu-

nity cooperation, conditions 
would improve.  Unfortunate-
ly, problems still continue 
that adversely affect local 
residents.

It is not our goal to put 
any of these companies out 
of business.  All that we ask 
is that they obey the law, 
that they follow conditions in 
their certificates of occupan-
cy and/or variances and that 
they be considerate of the res-
idents of the community.

This civic organization 
will continue to advocate for 
the residents and cooperate 
with city agencies and elected 
officials in trying to resolve 
these issues.

These auto-related busi-
nesses are not worlds onto 
themselves.

They are part of the com-
munity and must act in a re-
sponsible manner that shows 
respect for the residents who 
live near these businesses.

Terri Pouymari, President
Henry Euler, First Vice 

President
Auburndale Improvement 

Association, Inc.

Food workers deserve eco-
nomic and social justice. They 
deserve respect, good compen-
sation and great benefits. They 
also deserve to have their story 
told fairly and accurately.

I regret that this newspaper 
has done an injustice to local 
bakery workers by spreading 
misinformation about Tom Cat 
Bakery’s handling of a random 
I-9 audit carried out by the De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity. Those who truly want to 
advocate for food workers de-
serve to have the facts.

We are disappointed that 
eight former employees chose 
not to accept our severance of-
fer and continue to advocate for 
the boycott, (not 20, as stated 
repeatedly by the TimesLedg-
er), but we are gratified that 13 
of the 21 affected workers ac-
cepted the severance offer we 
negotiated with their union. 
One of those 13 has already 

returned to work at Tom Cat 
Bakery after providing the 
legally required documents. 
These are verifiable facts.

Tom Cat Bakery has baked 
artisan bread in Long Island 
City for the past 30 years. 
While other businesses have 
moved away to less expensive 
locations, we’ve chosen to re-
main here, employing mem-
bers of the community where 
we got our start.

While we could not legally 
resist the DHS audit, we did all 
we could to help our employ-
ees. After our attorneys se-
cured an extension from DHS 
to allow more time to provide 
documentation, we sat down 
with BCTGM Local 53, the 
union that has represented 
our employees for more than 
a decade. Local 53 leaders ar-
ranged to have immigration 
attorneys and other resources 
available to help. We came up 

with a severance offer that in-
cluded one week’s pay for each 
year of service and 90 days of 
continued health care benefits 
or their cash equivalent. We 
also guaranteed that we would 
rehire workers who demon-
strated the appropriate legal 
status.

We take pride in providing 
our employees competitive sal-
aries, paid time off, and being 
one of the only artisan baker-
ies in New York City to provide 
full medical and dental cover-
age. For a contribution of less 
than $10 per month, our em-
ployees receive full coverage 
for themselves, their spouses 
and dependents. These are the 
actions to protect food workers 
that we think should set the 
standard for our industry.

Peter Sonenstein
Vice President

Tom Cat Bakery

Tom Cat Bakery stands up for workers
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Two phrases have been 
rolling around in my mind 
recently. “If you see some-
thing, say something,” and 
“If you’re not part of the solu-
tion, then you’re part of the 
problem.”

We are living in a mo-
ment of widespread complic-
ity. Greed, money, and profit 
have trumped morality.

Reading the coverage of 
sexual predation by NBC 
Today Show host Matt Lauer 
has us asking once again: 
Where were all those people 
around him who should have 
blown the whistle?

You’re telling me that NBC 
President Andy Lack and co-
hosts Savanna Guthrie and 

Al Roker only heard of his 
heinous misdeeds on that 
fateful night last week when 
a brave underling spoke up? 

Not bloody likely.
Shame on the whole 

bunch of them — men and 
women alike. Just like the 
female producer on the 
Charlie Rose Show who 
looked the other way when 
multiple women approached 
her about his unique strand 
of sexual harassment.

How are we going to pre-
vent evil from flourishing 
when good men and good 
women look the other way?

These are just two ex-
amples of the many com-
plicit colleagues who should 
be hanging their heads in 
shame after the recent lurid 
revelations.

We have a national cri-
sis on numerous levels. Hol-
lywood has been exposed 
as a large casting couch of 
rapacious directors, stars, 
and filmmakers (Weinstein, 
Spacey, and Toback were not 
alone).

The newsrooms and tele-
vision sets of America, puta-
tively the places that are sup-
posed to expose malfeasance, 
are hot houses of harassment 
and coverups.

Even the August New 
York Times, the bastion of 
progressive journalism, 
had its own bevy of zipper 
issues that spilled over into 
harassment.

Oh, and WNYC.
Those who didn’t try to 

stop it were complicit. Every 
single one of them. They de-
serve our opprobrium, too, 
in perpetuating this age-old 
problem.

And then, of course, is the 

macro problem: Our elected 
leaders are no better than 
the media moguls.

The current occupant of 
the White House (you know 
who I’m talking about) was 
elected to the most power-
ful perch in the world one 
month after more than a 
dozen women accused him of 
sexual harassment.

Think about that. More 
than 60 million Americans 
voted for a man who admit-
ted on tape that “grabbing 
women’s (private parts)” 
against their wishes is OK if 
you’re a celebrity like him. 
Yuk.

I would be remiss in 

mentioning that his oppo-
nent was guilty of attacking 
women who accused her own 
husband of similar behav-
ior. Also not a great choice, 
but certainly better than a 
serial harasser in my book.

Even the patrician Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush 
seems to have had a habit of 
intentionally pinching wom-
an’s backsides during photo 
shoots — another form of ha-
rassment.

Can’t anyone keep their 
hands to  themselves and 
only touch others when 
they’ve been given verbal 
consent?

It makes me miss the rela-
tively peaceful eight years of 
the Obama administration 
when our leader was an ex-
emplary human being.

Remember: If you see 
something, say something.

Always.

Tom Allon is the president 
of City & State, NY. Ques-
tions or comments: tallon@
cityandstateny.com

Sexual harassment has become a national crisis
COLUMNS

I recently received an e 
mail about a new scam.  I am 
repeating it for your infor-
mation. One must be aware 
that there are many types 
of scams. You must keep in 
your mind that any type of 
suspicious phone call ask-
ing you to give personal in-
formation or to wire money 
is most likely a scam, so just 
hang up.

This new scam involves 
your credit card. A phone 
call says that an express 
courier company was going 
to deliver a package which 
required a signature and in-
quires if you will be home in 
about an hour.  A uniformed 

courier arrives an hour lat-
er. He has a basket of f lowers 
and a bottle of wine. The cou-
rier had no information as to 
who sent the gift. A greeting 
card was coming separately. 
It never does.

The courier then said 
that since the gift contained 
alcohol there was a $3.50 “de-
livery verification charge”  
to prove that the alcohol 
had actually been delivered 
and not left on the doorstep 
where it could be stolen. 
Since this sounds logical 
the victim then is asked to 
not use cash but a credit or 
debit card so there would be 
a legal record and to make 
sure that cash would not 
be stolen. The victim then 
swipes the credit card on a 
mobile card machine, enters 
the PIN number and is given 
a receipt.

The criminals then use 
this credit card machine 
to make a fake credit card 

and with the PIN number 
can make transactions at 
various ATM machines. 
Thousands of dollars can 
be stolen. Your credit card 
company will probably re-
move the charges, but you 
will have all kinds of steps 
you will have to take to cor-
rect the situation and it will 
cause you stress.

The message is that one 
should not accept any gift 
if you do not know who sent 
it. Do not sign any papers 
or give out financial infor-
mation unless you have ini-
tiated the activity with a 
company you know is legal. 
One has to stay sharp and 
be ready for any scam which 
criminals try to get you to 
accept. Federal government 
agencies like Immigration 
or the IRS  or utilities or 
banks just don’t call you and 
ask for your Social Security 
number or your PIN number 
or other vital information. 

They don’t ask you to buy a 
money order and give them 
the number of the money or-
der. If someone calls asking 
such things, then just hang 
up.  It is a scam.

Various charities send 
you letters saying that you 
gave last year so give again. 
This is usually not true.

 The holiday season is a 
time when scams are every-
where. Be alert. If one is go-
ing shopping, then remem-
ber that pickpockets are 
looking to steal your money 
or credit cards. Only take 
as much money as you need 
and only the credit or debit 
cards you will need. Watch 
your surroundings. Stay in 
lighted places. Don’t leave 
packages or pocketbooks on 
the seat of your car. .

If you put packages or 
your pocketbook in your 
trunk, then move the car 
to another location in case 
criminals are watching for 

people doing such things.
A couple of years ago 

criminals staked out the 
parking lot of Cunningham 
Park off of Union Turnpike 
and when runners put their 
pocketbook in the trunk 
to go running, the thieves 
broke open the trunks.

The trick is to put the 
pocketbook in the trunk 
before you arrive at your 
destination.

Good and bad news of 
the week

It seems that we have an 
endless war in Afghanistan. 
We have been there for 16  
years.  How many years were 
the Russians there? Afghan-
istan has numerous fiefs and 
warlords. The United State 
is eyeing the rich deposits 
of rare earth minerals in 
Afghanistan along with Rus-
sia, China, Iran, India, Paki-
stan and the Taliban.

New credit card scam involving gift is going around

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

We are living in a moment 
of widespread complicity. 

Greed, money, and profit have 
trumped mortality.
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It’s exhausting trying to 
calculate the real-life effects 
of the Trump tax reform bill.

Political rhetoric and hy-
perbole abound as the parties 
spin distorted narratives. 
Republicans, who excoriated 
the Democrats about spend-
ing, now show little concern 
about a $1.5 trillion projected 
increase in the deficit that 
will result from the tax re-
form bill over 10 years.  Dem-
ocrats, who never complained 
about budget deficits and the 
doubling of the debt under the 
Obama administration, now 
suddenly become champions 
of deficit-reduction.

The question remains: 
Which interpretations are 
correct, and how will the 
Trump Tax Reform affect 
you?

As an accountant, I by-
pass the partisan claptrap 
and peel away the layers of a 
complicated bill to help you 

understand if it hurts you or 
helps you.

Historically, tax policies 
that make U.S. corporations 
competitive in a global mar-
ketplace boost productivity, 
lead to higher wages and a 
higher gross domestic prod-
uct. The GDP is simply an 
objective measure of the na-
tion’s business productiv-
ity, performance and wealth.  
Higher GDP rates are evi-
dence of a strong and growing 
economy.

According to the U.S. Dept. 
of Commerce, from 1948 until 
2016, GDP growth averaged 3 
percent annually, hitting an 
all-time high of 8.7 percent in 
1950, and a record low of  2.8 
percent in 2009. By compari-
son, GDP struggled to reach 
2 percent during most of the 
Obama administration and 
has exceeded 3 percent since 
Trump’s election.

Will the largest corpo-
rate tax cut in U.S. history, 
designed to make U.S. cor-
porations globally competi-
tive stimulate GDP growth?  
The congressional budget 
office projects GDP will rise 
no more than 1.8 percent per 
year if the Tax Reform plan 
is enacted and create a pro-

jected deficit of $1.5 trillion 
over 10 years. If GDP annual 
growth averages 2.2 percent 
— which is four-tenths of 1 
percent higher than the cur-
rent CBO projection — the tax 
cuts will be deficit-neutral. If 
GDP exceeds 2.2 percent an-
nually over the next 10 years, 
then the new tax bill will be 
a revenue-generator.  Which 
scenario do you think is most 
likely? 

Let’s focus on personal 
tax cuts. The first thing you 
need to understand is that 
you pay federal taxes on your 
taxable income — not on your 
total income. To determine 
taxable income, a tax return 
starts with your total income 
and allows you to reduce it by 
claiming either a “standard 
deduction” (a fixed deduction 
amount allowed by the IRS) 
or “itemized deductions,” 
which you pay from a list of 
allowable deductions that un-
der current law include state 
and local income and prop-
erty taxes, mortgage interest, 
certain medical expenses and 
charitable contributions.

If you are among the 80 
percent of taxpayers who 
take the standard deduction 
and do not itemize, your total 

income under current law is 
reduced by $10,400 if you are 
single and $20,800 if married, 
plus another $4,050 for each 
dependent. Under the new tax 
bill, the $4,050 dependent de-
duction is no longer allowed, 
but to compensate for it, your 
total income is reduced by a 
higher standard deduction 
of $12,000 if single, or $24,000 
if married. For single indi-
viduals or couples with no 
children, you do much better 
under the new tax law. 

It gets a bit more com-
plicated when you factor in 
children. Under current law, 
each child under 17 reduces 
your actual taxes by $1,000.  
Under the new law, each child 
under 18 reduces your taxes 
by $2,000. The higher child 
tax credit and much lower tax 
rates mean that most parents 
will pay lower taxes under 
the tax reform bill.

Further, the reform bill 
allows you to reduce your 
taxes by another $500 if you 
act as a caregiver for a family 
member. Another benefit for 
parents is a change to the 529 
College Savings Plan, which 
expands the program to in-
clude grades K-12 and allows 
it to be used for private and 

parochial school tuition. 
For the 20 percent of tax-

payers who itemize, your 
taxes may be higher under 
certain circumstances.  You 
might be subject to higher 
taxes under the new law if 
you earn more than $250K per 
year, and the combined total 
of your state and local income 
taxes plus property taxes in 
excess of $10K plus medical 
expenses in excess of 10% of 
your annual income, equals 
more than $15K if single and 
more than $30K if married.

This is complicated, and 
there are other factors to con-
sider, such as student loan 
interest, head of household 
filing, non-reimbursed busi-
ness expenses, etc. — which 
may alter tax calculations in 
a small percentage of individ-
uals. And of course, these are 
estimates based on a tax plan 
that is still evolving. How-
ever, it is clear that the vast 
majority of taxpayers read-
ing this article will get a tax 
reduction under the middle-
class Trump Tax Reform bill. 

Bob Friedrich is President 
of Glen Oaks Village, a Civic 
Leader and former City Council 
Candidate.

The real-life effects of Trump’s tax reform bill
COLUMNS

In the 20th century we 
had two American presi-
dents die in office, Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt and John F. 
Kennedy. Roosevelt died of 
natural causes in 1945 and 
Kennedy was assassinated 
in 1963.

The vice presidents who 
took over their offices as 
presidents had important 
policy decisions to consider.

In the case of Harry Tru-
man, he had to make the de-
cision whether to drop the 

atomic bomb on Japan or 
continue the war conven-
tionally. Lyndon Johnson, 
who became president after 
the death of John Kennedy, 
had to decide whether to con-
tinue and expand the Viet-
nam War or try to curtail it. 
He indicated that he did not 
want to be the first president 
to lose a war.

He chose to continue the 
Vietnam conflict. Johnson, 
as soon as he became presi-
dent, began sending large 
numbers of troops into the 
Vietnam conflict.

At one point we had over 
500,000 troops in Vietnam.  
It wasn’t until 12 years after 
the death of Kennedy that 
the war finally ended.  With 
Truman, taking the place 
of Franklin Roosevelt, the 
question arises what decision 

would Roosevelt have made 
regarding the use of nuclear 
weapons against Japan.

Years later, in 1950, Presi-
dent Truman began sending 
large numbers of American 
troops to Korea to fight the 
North Korean Communists. 
In a similar case in China, 
Roosevelt did not send troops 
to fight the Communists in 
their civil war.

American foreign policy 
is largely decided by our 
presidents. When the person 
in the presidency changes 
before the end of a term, it 
leads to a situation where 
shifts in policy will occur.

We can go back to 1865 
when Lincoln was assassi-
nated and see the changes in 
policy when Andrew Johnson 
took over. It is fair to say that 
Lincoln’s policies during the 

Reconstruction era would 
have been considerably dif-
ferent since Johnson wanted 
the establishment in the 
South to determine the fate 
of the freed slaves and shut 
out blacks in the transition.

The president of the Unit-
ed States is commander in 
chief of our Armed Forces 
and therefore has almost 
total authority of where and 
when our fighting forces are 
placed.

The United States is not 
just a world power. The Unit-
ed States is a super power, 
and in a real sense, estab-
lishes much foreign policy 
around the world. 

The role of the United 
States is similar to the role 
of Rome 2,000 years ago. At 
that time the Roman Em-
pire dominated much of the 

civilized world and dictated 
world policy. 

In the end, Rome overes-
timated itself and fell from 
power. Our nation can learn 
a lesson from the Roman 
Empire. Leading the world 
is a serious responsibility, 
and it is very important who 
we elect as president in the 
future.

Therefore it can be said 
that American presidential 
races and vice presidential 
races need to be carefully 
watched.

A vice presidential race 
can be just as important 
as a presidential race. We 
have seen two situations in 
the 20th century where vice 
presidents became presi-
dents. It is best for that not to 
happen, but we must be pre-
pared for all circumstances.

Vice presidents wait in wings for the unthinkable
William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Bob 
Friedrich

n

On Point
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Garden School
Cultivating Success in Every Child

Realistic Alternative to Manhattan Schools
Near Public Transportation / Private Bus Available

Nursery to Grade 12, Independent College Prep School
NYSAIS accredited, strong academics, small classes• 
AP Classes, athletics, college counseling, character education• 

Open House for all families, Nursery to Grade 12
Presentation 9:00 am - 11:30 am.• 
Children welcome.  Refreshments served.• 

33 - 16 79th Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel: (718) 335-6363 | www.gardenschool.org

Merit Scholarship Exam for grades 5-9, pre-register by 12/2/17
Merit award winners receive 25%-100% tuition discounts• 
Merit families tour Garden School during Merit Exam• Michael, Asia, Brandon, and Ryan.

2016 and 2017 100% Merit Scholarship Winners

Saturday, December 9th - 9:00am

Astoria family receives holiday suprise
BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

Maria Lourdes Hernan-
dez and her soon-to-be fam-
ily of four received a holiday 
package, including a Christ-
mas tree and four tickets to 
the Broadway show “Home 
for the Holidays,” from 
House of Holiday in Ozone 
Park and the show.

On Nov. 29, Hernandez, 
a single mom from Astoria 
who is pregnant, visited 
House of Holiday with her 
two children to pick up the 
entirety of the holiday pack-
age. 

The store, self-acclaimed 
as the largest Christmas 
store in New York, also pro-
vided the Hernandez family 
with colored lights, red and 
gold ornaments and decora-
tions, a tree skirt, a giant 
Santa figurine, stockings 
and a star to top the tree. 
House os Holiday is at 90-20 
Atlantic Ave.

The family picked out 
decorations for the tree and 
their home off the store 
shelves, and House of Holi-

day helped them bring all 
the gifts home. At the store, 
Hernandez said—through an 
English translator because 
she speaks Spanish—that at 
first the family wondered if 
the gifting was really hap-
pening.

“We are so thankful,” Her-
nandez said, “Before this we 
had no decorations at home, 
and now we have all this. We 
have no idea where we’re go-
ing to put everything.” 

Hernandez is one of 21 
mothers who attends the six-
week parenting workshop 
“Hola Bebe,” led by Erika 
Mantilla Andrade, a pro-
gram specialist at Catholic 
Charities in Queens. When 
House of Holiday reached out 
to Andrade to recommend re-
cipients of their holiday ex-
perience giveaway, Andrade 
suggested Hernandez.

“I saw her the day she was 
going to receive the tree—we 
were in class that morning,” 
said Andrade. “I spoke to 
Maria, and she was very ex-
cited. She said, ‘I’m thankful 
for everything’ and for her 

family to be able to have this 
experience.”

Andrade’s parenting 
course, which is free and 
open to the community, is 
geared toward pregnant 
women and women with chil-
dren under 4 years old. The 
class provides instruction 
on prenatal and postpartum 
care and how to care for a 
baby, including nutrition 
and environmental hazards.

“House of Holidays is 
about providing an experi-
ence for the Queens commu-
nity,” said Larry Guarino 
owner of the House of Holi-
day. “This was a great op-
portunity to give back and 
see firsthand how this would 
provide a family years of 
Christmas traditions and 
memories.”

“My daughter was very 
delighted because she was 
able to pick a Santa orna-
ment she fell in love with, 
and mom was filled with so 
much joy to see her so hap-
py,” Hernandez said. “It was 
a wonderful experience for 
me and my family.”

Maria Lourdes Hernandez and her family were gifted a tree, Broadway 
tickets and decorations by House of Holiday in Ozone Park. 

Photo courtesy of GWP Advertising
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For more info contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Outreach Supervisor:

(718) 886-8160 ext. 324 | communitydevelopment@qptv.org 

41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355

FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Info Line (718) 886-4880

Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO 

Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger; 

Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
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A CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE
AN SUIL NA GAEL TV

ANSWERING CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
AURELIA TV SHOW

BABY BOOMERS CLUB 55+
BUSINESS TODAY

C.A.S.H. INC FILMS
CAPITAL DEL ROCK

CARIBBEAN CLASSROOM
CARIBBEAN MIX

CASTYLES XYZ (TV SHOW)
CLAUDE JONES PRESENTS

CULTURAL CARAVAN TV
CULTURAL PIECES OF LIFE

CYBERSENIORS.NYC
DIVINE PROVISION WHERE MONEY 

DURANFILMS PRESENTS
EL PENSAMIENTO POSITIVO

ELEANOR
ETHEL CHEN SHOW

EUPHONIOUS EXPLORATIONS
FANTASYMAN, PRINCE OF DREAMS

FAWAKA TV
FINDING WISDOM TV SHOW

FOCUS ON SOLUTIONS
FRANCAMENTE INTERNACIONAL

GAIL ARCHER SHOW
GAME SHOW BLOCK PARTY

GODDESS BBW
GODS ANOINTED IN CHRIST

GRINDHARD TV
GS VARIETY

HIGHLIGHTS PLEASE
I AM PINOY, PROUD AKO

IN CONVERSATION 
INDIA TALKS

JESUS CHRIST IS LORD
JULIO EN AMERICA

KRISHNA 24/7
LIVING WITH SICKLE CELL
MACEDONIAN TV OF USA

MEL  BERKOWITZ  PRESENTS
MIND BODY SOUL CONNECTION

MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC

MY TV SHOW
NEW YORK CITY NOW

NEW YORK VARIETY SHOW
NY AMATEUR PROMOTIONS

O’S CRIB
OUR LIVES - HERE AND THERE

PASTOR DORIS JOHNSON SHOW
POWER TOOLS FOR LIFE

PROPHECY
RAGACHITRAM
RENEE REPORT
RHU DI KHURAK

RINCE CALDER SHOW
ROMANIAN GOSPEL

SAHAJA YOGA MEDITATION
SCIFININJATHEATER

SOMETHING JUST FOR YOU
SONGS OF FREEDOM

SPOTLIGHT
TAI CHI MADE EASY

TALENTS UNLIMITED
TALKING ABOUT:

THAT FAMOUS LADY
THE ANTHI SPANOS SHOW

THE CHINESE NEW YORKER
THE FILTHYRICH SHOW

THE GILLIS & BARRY SHOW
THE HOUR OF DELIVERANCE
THE JOE SHOW IN CONCERT
THE JOE SHOW INTERVIEWS
THE JOE SHOW PRESENTS

LIGHT MILLENNIUM TV
THE OASIS

THE QUEENS GRAPEVINE
THE RAW DEAL

THE SHOW
THE WALKERS

THE WINE SHOW
TILDEVISION IDEAS

TOUCH ME T.V.
WAT PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

WHERE ARE WE GOING?
WOMAN 2 WOMAN TV



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 8–14, 201718    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Think tank proposes ending 24-hour subway
BY MARK HALLUM

The Regional Plan Asso-
ciation, a think tank, released 
a 300-plus page proposal to revo-
lutionize transit infrastructure 
in New York which fielded the 
idea of discontinuing 24-hour 
subway service and expanding 
subway lines to serve transit 
deserts where job markets are 
up.

But Larry Penner, an advo-
cate who worked 31 years for 
the USDOT Federal Transit Ad-
ministration, said the proposal 
does not take into account the 
logistics of closing a subway 
station nor does it look at the bu-
reaucracy or funding involved 
in expanding service.

RPA’s president, Tom Wright, 
explained that only 1.5 percent 
of commuters take the subway 
between midnight and 4 a.m. for 
a total of 85,000 people and if the 
MTA is to expedite repairs, it 
would need to make the most of 
the hours of lightest ridership.

“The first problem is the 
trip of a [subway] train can be 
anywhere from 30 minutes to 
90 minutes. Let’s say I’m on the 
last train from Hudson Yards at 

12:30 a.m. I’m not going to arrive 
in Main Street - Flushing until 
1:10 a.m.,” Penner said. “There’s 
no way you can close all 471 sta-
tions at the exact same time at 
12:30. It’s like dominoes.”

The RPA said installing new 
signal systems and replacing 
the century-old analog system 
under normal circumstances 
could take 50 years. With the 
RPA proposal, the members  it 
could be done in 10 to 15 years.

But Mayor Bill de Blasio re-
jected the idea, calling 24-hour 
subway service the “birthright” 
of New Yorkers and said that 
although other metro systems, 
like the one in Washington, 
D.C., do close, New York is a 24-
hour city.

Penner also voiced concerns 
as to how the MTA would imple-
ment closing the subways in the 
face of another crisis: the home-
less.

“There are several thousand 
homeless people who ride the 
subways overnight, especially 
during the winter months,” 
Penner said. “They’re smart, I 
don’t blame them... How in the 
world would the transit authori-
ty –if they have the legal author-

ity to do it–remove homeless 
people when the last train ar-
rives at Main Street-Flushing. 
How do you physically remove 
that and multiply it by 471 sub-
way stations?”

The report also proposed 
building three new subway 

lines in Queens. 
“Large parts of Queens are 

not on the subway system—
although many of these neigh-
borhoods have Long Island 
Rail Road stations. Ridership is 
very low at these stops because 
service is infrequent and expen-

sive,” the report said, listing off 
neighborhoods which are high 
density and often low income as 
well, such as Jackson Heights, 
Elmhurst or Corona.

A 3.7-mile-stretch of track 
on Northern Boulevard  would 
run from 36th Street to Willets 
Point. 

Another would run for 5.7 
miles on Jewel Avenue and 
would serve communities like 
Pomonok and Fresh Meadows, 
while connection would be 
available to the LIRR in Hollis 
and Queens Village.

The Astoria line could be ex-
tended to the north, the report 
said. But Penner said an exten-
sion would be better served if 
it went to the east and offered a 
connection to LaGuardia Air-
port, where the Port Authority 
is currently working with con-
sultants to install an AirTrain 
at Willets Point.

Penner claimed the Willets 
Point AirTrain would only put 
more strain on the over-bur-
dened No. 7 train and the Port 
Washington Line of the LIRR.

On average, it costs $1 billion 
to construct every mile of new 
subway line.

The Regional Plan Association, a think tank, proposed killing 24 
hour subway service and expanding service to more of Queens. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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 BY NAEISHA ROSE

Not only did Russell Simmons step 
down from his multimillion-dollar com-
panies after being accused of sexual 
misconduct twice in November, but he 
has also resigned from the Rush Philan-
thropic Arts Foundation. 

“Effective immediately, our co-found-
er and co-chairman of the board of direc-
tors, Russell Simmons, will be stepping 
down from his post at Rush Arts,” said 
Tangie Murray, the executive director of 
the foundation for inner center youth. 

The Hollis native and hip-hop mogul 
was a big contributor to many schools 
and organizations in the southeast 
Queens area. 

The foundation has supported schools 
like PS 171 in Long Island City and MS 
226 in South Ozone Park with the Rush 
Gallery School, which sends art teachers 
from his organization to help art galler-
ies at the schools, according to rush-
philanthropic.org. 

In October Simmons donated $25,000 
to the Queens violence prevention orga-
nization, LIFE, after he went to Rochdale 
Middle School 72 for an anti-violence 
summit with LIFE founder Erica Ford. 

In 2002, he donated $10,000 to the 
Queens Public Library system to sup-
port programs for the youth.

With the hip-hop mogul’s departure 
from foundation, it was not known how 
that would affect organizations from the 
southeast Queens area that depended on 
his contributions. 

Taking over the reins of the organiza-
tion is Simmons’ older brother, Danny 
Simmons.

“Our co-founder and co-chairman, 
artist Danny Simmons, who inspired 
our mission and has steered the course 
of the foundation over the years, will con-

tinue to serve,” said Murray. 
Simmons removed himself from his 

companies after facing accusations of 
sexual assault twice in November, but he 
denied the claims against him in a state-
ment issued across his multiple social 
media platforms.

“I completely and unequivocally 
deny the horrendous allegations of non-
consensual sex against me,” Simmons 
said in a post.

Simmons is the founder of Def Jam 
Recordings, a hip-hop label that helped 
to usher in music by Hollis artists like 
LL Cool J and Run-DMC, which includes 
his younger brother Rev. Run.

On Nov. 30 he pulled out of his cloth-
ing lines Phat Farm, Argyleculture, and 
Tantris. He also left Def Jam Films as 
well as Def Jam Recordings.

HBO removed his name from the new 
stand-up series “All Def Comedy,” which 
premiered Dec.1, according to the orga-
nization. 

“I don’t want to be a distraction, so 
I am removing myself from the busi-
nesses that I founded,” Simmons said in 
a second post. “The companies will now 
be run by a new and diverse generation 
of extraordinary executives... I will step 
aside and commit myself to continuing 
my personal growth, spiritual learning 
and above all listening.”

His departure came after his second 
accuser, screenwriter Jenny Lumet, 
wrote a column for The Hollywood Re-
porter and described in detail how he 
allegedly forced the then 24-year-old to 
have sex with him after pretending he 
was going to drive her home one night 
in 1991.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Hollis icon Simmons
resigns from business 

Hip-hop mogul Russell Simmons stepped down from his business empire after being 
accused of sexual misconduct for the second time. AP
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Noor Imran
December 2017
Benjamin Cardozo High School
Bayside, New York

Noor Imran won the essay competition created by 
St. Michael’s Cemetery of East Elmhurst on the topic, 
“What does it mean to be an American?”  New York 
Community Bank and Christopher Santora Scholar-
ship Fund awarded Noor the $1500 Grand Prize. 

Her strong sense of civic duty has been honed 
by her participation in the NYPD’s Law Enforcement 
Explorers program, whose participants come from the 
city’s diverse communities. Explorers are taught the 
importance of higher education, self-discipline, and 
respect for diversity and human dignity through train-
ing, involvement in community service projects, and 
other Exploring events. Below is Noor’s well-crafted, 
winning essay for your reading pleasure. 

Being American does not have one meaning. 
Rather, the phrase itself carries multiple meanings. 
After all, being an American and receiving a citizen-
ship certificate is laborious. My family and I recently 
became legal American citizens and are proud. I still 
remember the day, November 11, 2011. The  wind 
was blowing and the rain was pounding the concrete. 
That day I had arrived from Pakistan. My aunt drove 
in her shiny silver Volvo to greet us at LaGuardia 
Airport. I do not know whether that was the day that 
America had accepted me, but I blindly become an 
American at heart while carrying my Muslim heritage 
and Pakistani origins.

Coming to this country meant adapting to its 
tempestuous lifestyle and working hard. From my first 
day I understood that without effort and resilience, I 
wouldn’t be able to survive. I adapted to the different 
shades of America. While some shades were painful, 
others brought immense happiness.

To me, being American means fulfilling the civic 
responsibilities that this country has bestowed upon 
me. Even when I was not a citizen, I had duties to 

perform and laws to abide by. One such law was 
respect. 

When I realized that people of every gender, 
race, sex and color were equal and presented 
themselves identically, I decided to do the same. I 
discovered that the respect I give to one will result in 
even greater respect for me. Therefore, I began to 
respect my parents and younger brother and sisters.

Respecting my family gave me the confidence to 
be a proud American. I figured that as an immigrant 
the least I could do was make a place in my heart 
for those of different religions than mine. Another 
responsibility that not just I, but all Americans have, is 
to be tolerant. 

Tolerance and virtue are crucial if one yearns to 
be recognized as American. Being tolerant means 
having an open mind towards all and being willing to 
accept others’ cultural and societal differences. Being 

a Muslim American should not hinder me from be-
friending a Jewish or Christian girl or boy, nor should 
it keep me from calling them my brothers and sisters. 
Also, the way I interact with my family should be 
my manner when I interact with those outside of my 
religion. Being open-minded exposes one to success-
ful opportunities and prepares one for life challenges. 
That is why I firmly believe that practicing patience 
and tolerance will not only make me a citizen, but it 
will make me a successful American Citizen.

The famous comedian Milton Berle once said, “If 
opportunity doesn’t knock, build a door.” The reason 
America is called the land of dreams is because it 
welcomes people from all over the world with infinite 
opportunities. There are many doors that are open 
and conducive to our success. Additionally, the 
freedom granted to us enables us to create our own 
doors of opportunities. 

On the other hand, many commodities are 
provided to us such as healthcare, Medicaid, free 
elementary and secondary education, and financial 
aid. Because of affordable health care, poverty-
stricken families can live healthy lives. Young aspiring 
Americans can attend college and dream of beautiful 
and debt-free futures. These resources culminate into 
opportunities which we all, as Americans, should fully 
avail ourselves. 

As Americans, it is our moral responsibility to pro-
vide the knowledge to our fellow American citizens 
so they can fulfill their wishes. In our families, schools, 
and communities, every American must educate and 
help enhance the lives of fellow Americans. Once we 
have fulfilled that obligation, we can call ourselves 
Americans.

Since the day I received my citizenship certificate, 
I was granted a big responsibility: the responsibility 
to learn the Constitution, apply its provisions and live 
by them. Abiding by these responsibilities make me 
a complete American. I also learned the duties that 
I must carry out to establish myself as a successful con-
tributor to the great American society that has given 
me a purpose in life.

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas, Essay 
Contest Winner Alexander Santora, Grand Prize 
Winner Noor Imran, Congressman Joe Crowley 
 Photo credit: Jason D. Antos

My is

�������������	�
�������

��������	
���������	��������������
�	���� �������������������

���������������
����� !�

�����"���#�������$������%

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 8–14, 201722    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

RENAISSANCE
home care services

R

Caring with a Commitment to Quality

Ask For Renaissance!
From in home care, to structured and 

enriching programs at one of our Adult Day 
locations we have an extensive choice of 
specialty trained, multilingual caregivers 
and staff members to meet our client’s 

needs. 

In “Caring with a Commitment to 
Quality”, Renaissance proudly provides 

the following services: 
*Pediatric Home Care  

*HIV/AIDS Home Care
*Mental Health Home Care

*CDPAP
Serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 

Queens, and Staten Island.

Ask for Renaissance Home Health Care!

Pregunte por Renaissance 
Home Health Care! 

Mande pou Renaissance
Home Health Care!

Choisissez Renaissance, 
l’agence de soins à domicile!

Выбирайте “Ренессанс” - 
агентство по уходу за пожилыми!

ASK FOR RENAISSANCE!
RENAISSANCEADULTDAY.COM 800.481.825991-31 Queens Boulevard Queens, NY 11373
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Saturday, December 5  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 6  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 12  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 13  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 19 10:00 am – 5:00 pm

Santa & Elf
Saturday, December 9  10am – 5pm

Sunday, December 10  10am – 5pm

Saturday, December 16  10am – 5pm

Sunday, December 17  10am – 5pm

Menorah 
Lighting

Sunday, December 17  6pm
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Christmas chimes on Bell Blvd.
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

One of several Santas is chauffeured down Bell Boulevard during the Bayside 
Christmas Parade.

The littlest cheerleaders from Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrement school on 203rd Street have something to shake their pom-poms about. 
Santa is riding in a truck right behind them.

Under rainy skies, the annual parade kicks off on Bell 
Boulevard with the NYPD Marching Band.  

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng brings her niece to the parade. Kids from PS 41 rush to catch up to their classmates.

Rockin' around the Christmas tree just 
before the lights go on. 

Watching the parade go by, a shopper 
keeps her dog calm during all the tumult.  

Peter Vallone (c.), the former City Council president and 
father of Bayside Council member Paul Vallone, is in the 
crowd with his wife and grandson. 
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IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

TO INCLUDE: 4 Hour Buffet Menu

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Marathon Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

For those smaller companies that CANNOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, WE CAN OFFER a semi private area in our main ballroom 
(with other groups of guests)    Held on Fridays: December 8th & December 15th, $50.00p/p+tax    DJ included

PASSED APPETIZERS: CHEF’S SELECTION
GARDEN SALAD: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
CARVING STATION: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, 
                                     Gravies & Condiments
CHICKEN MARSALA: Mushrooms & Rosemary
SEABASS “MARECHIARO”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
PENNE ALA VODKA: Vodka Tomato Cream Sauce
              Mashed Potatoes - Caramelized Onions - Roasted Vegetable Medley

           HOLIDAY CAKE, COFFEE & TEA

PRIVATE ROOMS: 
MONDAY

THROUGH
FRIDAY:

$55.00
SATURDAYS:
$65.00

(50 person Minimum)

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 1, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2

24-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAPPPPPPPYYYY2

p

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At the Queens Crossing mall in downtown Flushing, an unusual 
art installation by sculptor Tom Fruin called Luz de MAXIKIOSCO 
is lit instead of the traditional Christmas tree. Fruin is best 
known for his glass water tower over the BQE in downtown 
Brooklyn. Photo by Bruce Adler 

Who needs reindeer when you can arrive on the running board of a Christmas coupé? On Metropolitan Avenue, Santa  
pulls up to the United Methodist Church with a wave for a crowd of about 40 Middle Village school kids waiting for his 
arrival.    Photo by Michael Shain 

At the Queens Botanical Garden in Flushing, a photo Santa (from Little Neck, he swears) and his elf assistant, Jess Brey, 
take a breather between kids who came for a Christmas keepsake with St. Nick.  Photo by Michael Shain 

This young man is obviously pleased with the gift Santa just 
gave him at the 114th Precinct Community Council Christmas 
party in Astoria.   Photo by Julius Constantine Motal 

Rookie Police Officer Brittney Roy (l.), whose father, Sgt. 
Timothy Roy, was killed at the World Trade Center on 9/11, 
poses with her training officer, Sgt. Justin Dambiskas, after 
making a gun arrest on her first day on the job at the 113th 
Precinct in Jamaica.                              Photo by Bruce Adler
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM

MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 11/28/17. Early withdrawal penalty may apply. 

Call Customer Service regarding other 
Attractive CD and Money Market Rates
*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*

The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 
Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 2.00%

30 Month 
Certifi cate of Deposit

Attorney Advertising 

ABUSED  
BY CLERGY? 

646-679-5996

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Sexual Abuse Compensation Programs (IRCP)

AndersonAdvocates.com

DEADLINE TO ACT:
December 21  

Diocese of Brooklyn
December 31

Diocese of Rockville Centre

1745 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10019 

366 Jackson St., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55101

For detailed location information 
and to RSVP, please call:

1.866.303.9629

NYC Health+Hospitals | Queens

82-68 164th Street • Queens
December 15, January 12

12:00 PM to 2:00 PM

Auditorium

NYC Health+Hospitals | Elmhurst

79-01 Broadway • Queens
December 15, January 19

12:00 PM to 2:00 PM

Room A1-22

MetroPlus Queens Community Offi ce

92-14 Roosevelt Avenue • Queens
December 8, January 26

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Conference Room

LOOKING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE?
WONDERING HOW YOU CAN AFFORD IT?

November 1, 2017 – January 31, 2018 is your chance to 
enroll in a quality health plan through MetroPlus.
Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing 
for your coverage! Learn if you and your family qualify – and 
how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

Join us for a free seminar
and learn about no-cost or low-cost 

health insurance options available 
through MetroPlus. 

WE CAN HELP!

MKT 17.202

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
MetroPlus does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its health programs and activities.
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711).

1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711)
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:12/082017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,795
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!
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HOLIDAY GUIDE

New Year’s Eve is one of the most 
festive nights of the year. Many 
people spend the fi nal moments 

of the year celebrating with fam-
ily and friends. As joyous as such 
celebrations tend to be, it’s impor-
tant that New Year’s revelers keep 
certain safety precautions in mind 
when celebrating the end of one year 
and the dawn of the next:

Arrange for 
transportation 
in advance 

According to the National High-
way Traffi c Safety Administra-
tion, an average of 304 people die in 
drunk-driving crashes in the days 
surrounding Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve each year. 

Before heading out on New Year’s 
Eve, celebrants should ensure their 
safety by arranging for transpor-
tation to and from the festivities. 
Choose a designated driver to drive 
throughout the night, or agree to 
utilize a taxi or shuttle service if 
everyone plans to consume alcohol. 
Men and women who volunteer to be 
designated drivers should be espe-
cially alert on the roadways, prepar-
ing to drive in potentially inclement 
weather and being on the lookout for 
fellow motorists who might be driv-

ing erratically. 
If possible, take public transpor-

tation to and from the festivities so 
no one is tempted to drive after con-
suming alcohol.

Pick a meet-up spot 
in case anyone gets 
separated from the 
group 

New Year’s Eve celebrations in 
public places such as bars, clubs, 
or town squares tend to become 
crowded as midnight draws near. It’s 
easy for groups of friends or family 
to be separated, so choose a meet-up 
spot where everyone can gather af-
ter the ball drops. 

Choose a spot that’s well lit and 
easily accessible to all, and confi rm 
the location of the meet-up spot via 
a group text message before heading 
out for the night.

Stay sober 
Many people feel pressured to 

overindulge with alcohol on New 
Year’s Eve, but men and women 
should be responsible with regard to 
their alcohol consumption. Overcon-
sumption of alcohol makes it diffi cult 
to stay alert, and that loss of alert-
ness can be diffi cult to manage on 
nights as hectic as New Year’s Eve. 

It’s acceptable for men and 
women of legal drinking age to raise 
a glass of champagne at midnight, 
but it’s best to limit alcohol con-
sumption throughout the festivities 
so the party is memorable for all the 
right reasons.

Be a responsible host 
When hosting a New Year’s Eve 

party, hosts must prioritize the 
safety of their guests. Make sure 
guests don’t drink too much, which 
can leave hosts open to criminal or 
civil action should guests leave their 
home and cause an accident. 

Serve plenty of food and nonal-
coholic beverages so guests who are 
drinking have something in their 
systems other than alcohol. Sched-
ule things to do throughout the 
night so guests have more to do than 
drink alcohol. In addition, make 
room for potential overnight guests 
should someone be incapable of driv-
ing home at the end of the night. 

Keep contact information for lo-
cal taxis or shuttle services readily 
available so guests know they don’t 
have to drive themselves home.

New Year’s Eve is a festive night, 
but one where safety needs to be 
as big a priority as having a good 
time.  

New Year’s Eve 
safety tips

New Year’s Eve is a festive night, but one where safety needs to be as big a priority as having a good time.

The latter 
part of the 
year is full 

of social engage-
ments with fam-
ily and friends. 
Pew Research 
Center says 92 
percent of all 
Americans plan 
to celebrate 
Christmas as a 
holiday, with 69 percent using it as an 
opportunity to spend time with family 
and friends.

While many social occasions sur-
rounding Christmas are anticipated for 
months in advance, unexpected pop-
ins are also the norm this time of year. 
Rather than being caught off guard, in-
dividuals can take steps to prepare for 
unexpected guests:

Have food available 
Even if guests pop in for a little while, 

it’s nice to be able to offer them some-
thing to eat. Keep cheese and crackers, 
fresh fruit, pretzels, and other snacks 
on hand. Make-ahead, crowd-friendly 
foods can be prepared and frozen. 

Casseroles, pasta dishes, and stews 
are hearty and can serve in a pinch 
when unexpected visitors arrive. Sim-
ply take out to defrost and heat up. 

Keep cookies in air-tight tins and 
purchase a pre-made frozen pie to serve, 
if necessary. In a pinch, you can always 
order out, but over time the cost of hav-
ing food delivered can add up.

Keep the bar stocked 
Toasting to a happy holiday season 

is the norm during this time of year. 
Toasting requires hosts have some 
spirits on hand. Stock the bar with a 
few staples, such as red and white wine, 
vodka, rum, whiskey, and mixers. 

You may just want to create a signa-
ture or seasonal cocktail that can be 
served when guests arrive, such as a 
spiced punch or a holiday eggnog.

Cue the playlist 
Put together a playlist of favorite hol-

iday music that will provide the ideal 
ambiance should guests ring your door-
bell. Thanks to services like Spotify, 
Amazon Music, and Pandora, holiday 
music that fi lls a home with the sweet 
sounds of the season is now always ac-
cessible.

Keep things neat 
Set aside a closet or space that can 

serve as a catch-all where errant items 
can quickly be stored, should guests ar-
rive. Gather loose toys, books, or stray 
papers in a basket, and then stash the 
basket in the closet until guests de-
part. Routinely empty the dishwasher 
so dirty dishes left in the sink can be 
quickly loaded before guests arrive.

Be prepared 
for unexpected 

company

Rather than be caught 
off guard, you can take 
steps to prepare for 
unexpected guests this 
holiday season.
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CLARKS UNBEND
Available in Black/Brown 
B-D-EEE-6-16
All day comfort guaranteed

718-465-2860

ERIC COMFORT SHOES ~ QUEENS VILLAGE
Holiday Sale & Lowest Prices Of The Season Guaranteed! The Home Of The World’s Finest Footwear!!!

$30 OFF

ECCO
B-D-EEE-6-16
All day comfort guaranteed

SAS-LIBERTY
Available in Black/Brown 

Slip resistant with comfort system

TOE
WARMERS
SHELTER
M-W-XW-4-13 
Waterproof/Warm

$30 OFF

BLONDO
VENISE

M-W-XW-4-13 

Available

100%
of Style

TIMBERLAND PRO
Wide widths available

$20 OFF

WANDERLUST DANETTE

$110 
NOW
$6999

SAS TRAVELER

N-M-W-XW-4-13

TROTTERS DANELLE
N-M-W-WW-4-13

$20 OFF
$20 OFF
Any Naturalizer - Clarks
Easy Spirit - Rockport
Hush Puppies-Florsheim
Toe Warmers - Trotters
SAS - Whisper
ARA Boots - $15 Off
Any Shoes - Exp: 12/31/17

12PM–12AM
Special $15 Per Person

 All Day 2 Hours Unlimited Bowling
Including Shoe Rental

11AM–12AM
Special $15 per person

 All Day 2 Hours
Unlimited Bowling
Including Shoe Rental

11AM–12AM
HOLIDAY PRICING

 $9.00 Per Game Per Person
$6.00 Shoe Rental

11AM–2AM
Please contact

BOWL 360
for New Year’s Eve

Package Deals98-18 Rockaway Blvd.
Ozone Park, NY 11417
718.843.5553
Bowl360nyc@gmail.com

WWW.BOWL360.NYC
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SAVE
15%  

on purchase of $65+*

Code: HOLI2017
Expires: 12/31/2017

718-380-2300   
69-21 164 Street, Suite 4

Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Put this on your list…
Order Now for Christmas!

edible.com

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Greeting cards are a pop-
ular method of corre-
spondence throughout 

the year. One of the more 
popular times of the year to 
fi nd cards purchased and 
sent in bulk is during the 
holiday season.

The Greeting Card As-
sociation claims 1.6 billion 
Christmas card units (in-
cluding boxed cards) are pur-
chased for Christmas. Many 
people consider sending 
cards essential to their holi-
day traditions.

Here are some statistics 
on greeting cards and ways 
to improve upon your Christ-
mas card sending process:

• Women purchase an esti-
mated 80 percent of all greet-
ing cards and will spend 
more time choosing a card 
than men.

• The vast majority of indi-
vidually purchased cards are 
between $2 and $4 in price. 
Christmas card economy is 
found by purchasing boxed 
cards in bulk.

• The visual design of a 
greeting card is the fi rst to 

capture a person’s attention, 
but the saying within will 
have a greater impact. Con-
sider purchasing cards that 
are blank inside so you can 
add your own personalized 
sentiments.

• For the perfect balance 
of imagery and verse, try a 
photo greeting card. This 
way you can customize both 
the image and the wording. 
They’re even effective for 
business correspondence. 
Simply use a picture of your 
offi ce team or other workers 
in place of a family photo.

• Personalized cards need 
to be purchased early to al-
low for production. Try to get 
your orders in by early No-
vember to leave you time to 
address and mail them.

• Buy extra cards than you 
think you need. This way you 
can send reciprocal greetings 
to a person who has mailed 
you a card this year.

• If you want your card to 
stand out from the masses, 
consider sending it sepa-
rately from the big holidays. 
Thanksgiving or New Year’s 

cards can be unique.
• Try your hand at creat-

ing your own greeting cards 
from paper crafting materi-
als. You also can embellish 
ready-made greeting cards 
with stamps, glitter, stick-
ers, and other customized ef-
fects.

• Keep a database of ad-
dresses saved on your com-
puter. Then you can print 
address labels and save 
much time hand-addressing 
Christmas cards. Your ad-
dress list can later be cus-
tomized for other friend or 
family events.

• Check the postage of 
your card. Oddly shaped en-
velopes or even square cards 
may require extra postage 
because they could be pro-
cessed by hand at postal fa-
cilities.

• The Greeting Card As-
sociation says that even 
though many people use digi-
tal means of communication, 
greeting card traditions are 
still popular and even are 
being adopted by today’s 
youth.  

Sending holiday greeting cards

The Greeting Card Association claims 1.6 billion Christmas card units (in-
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by 
the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional 
purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit 
approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly 
payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_1

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$199
PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$299

SAVE $60
off  our low price of $359

Perfect mattress, perfect price.

+FREE BOX SPRING**

PLUSH
QUEEN MATTRESS

$359

+FREE BOX SPRING**+FREE BOX SPRING**

FREE
BOX SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT
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SLEEPY’S TWIN
MATTRESSES

STARTING AT $320

WINTER SLUMBER SALE

Introducing

The simple technology 
features a layer of soft air 

and memory foam that 
conforms to your body for 
ultimate comfort, support 

and an uninterrupted 
night’s sleep.

ONLY AT

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_2_3
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Experience
the latest
in sleep 
technology.

FREE
BOX 
SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

+FREE BOX SPRING** +FREE BOX SPRING**

A timeless classic; your traditional 
mattress infused with a blend of 
pocketed coils and memory foam
to give you revolutionary slumber.

ONLY AT   

One of the softest and plushest 
we off er, this innovative cooling 
mattress lets you sleep at the 
perfect temp and comfort level.

ONLY AT   

60 Months
0% APR*

$2949
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$50 60 Months
0% APR*

$2849
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$48
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1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM  |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

120 NIGHT LOW PRICE GUARANTEE† †

If you fi nd a lower price at another location or one of our stores, we’ll pay 
you the diff erence for up to 120 nights after the purchase. 

WEEKEND GIFTS

MATTRESS PROTECTOR
& PILLOW

FREE*†

with any mattress purchase.

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
ONLY

(up to a $128 value)

**Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. Receive a free matching standard or low-profi le box spring with select mattress purchases. Free box spring off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and has no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any 
other off er, coupon or discounts. Free box spring off er does not apply to previous purchases, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †*Save up to 70% off  select famous name brand fl oor models. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by 
mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store percentage savings range from 5%-70%. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery 
valid on purchases of $599 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. *†Weekend Gifts: Off er valid 12/8/17-12/10/17. Free Mattress Protector: Receive a free Bedgear Basic mattress protector (up to a $99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free Comfort Cloud 
Pillow: Receive a free Comfort Cloud Pillow (a $29.99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free mattress protector & free pillow off er have no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er not valid on previous purchases, special purchases or with Groupon. Limited quantities available; 
off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta 
iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., 
eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery 
date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress 
Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_4

FREE DELIVERY † † †

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON 
FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT

We’ve matched millions
with the perfect mattress.

Move freely and sleep perfectly 
without disturbing your partner with 
this advanced foam technology.

ONLY AT   

+FREE BOX SPRING**

+FREE BOX SPRING**

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT   

Per
Month**†

36 Months
0% APR*

$1399
Total to Pay

$39

SAVE $250
off  our low price of $649

$399

36 Months
0% APR*

$1549
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$44

It’s your reliable way to recharge. 
This classic mattress proves that 
the bells and whistles aren’t 
always mandatory.

ONLY AT   
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HOLIDAY GUIDE

Hanukkah, which roughly 
translates to “dedica-
tion” or “induction,” is 

a Jewish holiday celebrated 
each year in November or 
December, depending on the 
Jewish calendar. Although it 
may not hold the same level of 
spiritual signifi cance as some 
other holidays of the religion, 
Hanukkah is a highly antici-
pated and popular holiday 
among people who practice 
Judaism.

Two miracles are cele-
brated on Hanukkah. One of 
them is a victory by a small 
number of Jews known as the 
Maccabees, who defeated the 
Greek army occupying the 
Holy Land. The other miracle 
occurred when the Maccabees 
liberated their Temple from 
the Greeks. They only discov-
ered a single night’s worth of 
oil to light the menorah. How-
ever, that oil managed to burn 
for eight days and nights.

Hanukkah celebrations in-
clude various traditions that 
commemorate these mira-
cles. Many celebrations fo-
cus around food and fun. It’s 

common to fi nd similar foods 
in Jewish households during 
the eight days of Hanukkah. 
Here’s a look at some of the 
more common foods and their 
signifi cance:

Latkes: Latkes have dif-
ferent names among the sects 
of Judaism, but they’re essen-
tially fried potato pancakes. 
Different fried foods, like lat-
kes, are eaten during Hanuk-
kah to honor the miracle of 
the oil that burned for eight 
days. Other fried foods in-
clude jelly-fi lled doughnuts 
called “sufganiyot.”

Loukoumades: These 
deep-fried puffs dipped in 
honey or sugar are treats used 
to represent the cake eaten by 
the Maccabees. 

Dairy: Dairy was not al-
ways included in Hanuk-
kah traditions, but cheese, 
blintzes, and cheesecakes 
emerged to symbolize the 
story of Judith. Legend says 
Judith was a beautiful woman 
who saved her village from at-
tacking Babylonians. Judith 
was able to enter the enemy 
camp thanks to her beauty, 

charm, and a basket of wine 
and cheese she brought along. 
She fed the enemy general, 
Holofernes, who consumed 
lots of salty cheese and wine 
and passed out. Judith killed 
the general, and the Babylo-
nians left shortly thereafter.

Brisket and tongue: Al-
though these foods are not 
tied to a particular Hanuk-
kah story, they have grown 
quite popular as traditional 
Hanukkah meals. Beef bris-
ket pairs well with potato lat-
kes, and beef or veal tongue 
also may be served.

Kugel: Potatoes are of-
ten baked, along with other 
hearty vegetables, into casse-
roles called “kugels.” 

Challah: Challah is a 
leavened bread traditionally 
baked and served on the Sab-
bath and Jewish holidays. 
The braided white bread is 
both attractive to look at and 
tasty to eat.

Food plays a big role in 
many Hanukkah traditions, 
as there are various delicious 
dishes steeped in historical 
signifi cance.  

Hanukkah foods steeped in tradition

Fried jelly doughnuts are a treat enjoyed on Hanukkah.
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

Be The GIFT HERO!TM

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

TEMPLE EL SHADDAI PRESENTS

Hanukkah
Join us on December 17th 2017, 2pm to 6pm 

143-02 115 Ave, Jamaica, NY 11436

Join our Community Celebration

“THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS” 
Music, Food, Children’s Performances,

 Teachings and much more. 

THE HEALTH SEGMENT:  4 to 5pm 
Come meet Dr. Lin and learn why Naturopathic  

Medicine WORKS for you. GLUTATHIONE — what is it? 

and why it is good for you. Dr. Pyant will present the 

AID’S of Glutathione.

THE TORAH SEGMENT: 3 to 4pm 
Come journey with me into the TORAH GOD word his 

teaching and instruction, the TORAH will prosper you 

and bless you like never before PHYSICALLY, SPIRITUALLY, 

EMOTIONALLY, FINANCIALLY.

Call 917-754-8513 for more information

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Just when the excitement of 
opening presents abates after 
the last of the packages under 

the Christmas tree have been torn 
open, children and adults alike may 
discover that there are more treats 
to be had nestled inside of stockings 
hung on the mantle.

The hanging of Christmas stock-
ings is a tradition with an extensive 
history. Several legends attribute 
the hanging of stockings to differ-
ent people or events. Here is a look 
at some of the stories that have made 
Christmas stockings so popular:

St. Nicholas Day
Rather than hanging stockings 

on Christmas, many countries cel-
ebrate Saint Nicholas Day on Dec. 
6, and this is when stockings are 
proudly left out for treats. The 
small, inexpensive trinkets are 
later unwrapped and enjoyed on 
Christmas Day.

Dutch heritage
One tradition says that, in 16th-

century Holland, children kept 
their clogs filled with straw in front 
of the hearth for Santa’s reindeer to 
find. They also left treats for Santa 
Claus. In return, Santa would leave 

gifts in the clogs. Over time, stock-
ings were swapped out for clogs. 

Merchant’s family story
A popular tale tells the story 

of a merchant, his wife, and three 

daughters. After the wife falls ill 
and dies, the man becomes dev-
astated and squanders all of his 
wealth on frivolous things to mask 
his sadness. When it comes time for 
the daughters to marry, the man 

does not have money for a dowry. 
Saint Nicholas hears of the 

plight and knows the man would be 
too proud to accept charity. There-
fore, Saint Nicholas anonymously 
tosses three bags of gold coins down 
the chimney. The man’s daughters 
had done the laundry prior and left 
their stockings hanging by the fire-
place to dry. The gold landed in the 
stockings, thus starting the Christ-
mas stocking tradition.

Italian good witch
One stocking story does not at-

tribute the tradition to Santa, but to 
a kind-hearted Italian witch named 
“La Befana.” La Befana arrives on 
a broomstick the night of Jan. 5 and 
fills the stockings of good children 
with sweet treats and toys. Bad chil-
dren are awarded lumps of coal. 

La Befana is also credited with 
being the old woman who the wise 
men ask for directions to Christ’s 
manger in the Christ child’s story. 
After turning down an offer to ac-
company them, La Befana later car-
ried gifts in search of Christ. 

Christmas stockings have be-
come part of holiday traditions, and 
this beloved tradition has its own 
unique history.  

The history of Christmas stockings

Christmas stockings have become part of holiday traditions, and this beloved tradition has 
its own unique history.
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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RITA MARUCA 
Queens Ambassador Honoree 2017

would like to wish 
TimesLedger and its 

readers a happy  
holiday season

PARKVIEW REALTY’s

Annual Holiday 
Networking Event & Toy Drive

Saturday, December 16, 2pm–7pm
All are invited to attend

Bring in a new child’s toy and enjoy a day of hot cocoa and friendly chat. 
ALL TOYS WILL BE DONATED TO THE CHILDREN IN NEED OF CORONA.

PARKVIEW REALTY
5007 108th Street, Corona, NY 11368  |  718.699.2500

Dollface of New York is proud to be a sponsor of this event

For more details please call 718.669.0628 or see us on       Facebook: Dollface of New York
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 12/08/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,288
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$22,000BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROOOKEEEEEOOOKEEEOKOKOKEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
ITH
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@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

MURARA ONONOOO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,288
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$19,588
'17 TOYOTA RAV4

2k miles, Stk#35101
PLUS TAX & TAGS



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 8–14, 201742    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Wintercon: You got the look
PHOTOS BY LUIS ZAPATA

At Winter Con — the annual comic and sci-fi convention at Resorts World Casino in Ozone Park — Jason Spike Schumacher, a 
former U.S. Army infantryman, takes his costume play seriously, including a stage-worthy explosive vest.

Enter the Riddler.

Creatures from outer space who capture the imagination 
have been a staple at the convention from the beginning.

Seasons greetings to you, too, pal. This character came in 
a Santa hat.

With a hit movie under her super-powered belt, Wonder 
Woman was popular at the convention.

Adults don't often get the chance to dress up as their 
favorite characters from comic books and hit movies. 
But conventions like Winter Con give fans a chance to 
engage in fantasy play with like-minded people in an 
accepting place. 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

“Cassandra Kubinski is a rarity… 
very similar to the legendary solo artists 
of the early to mid-1970s… she proves that 
the genre [singer/songwriter] is not only 
alive and well, but that it is still capable 

of being transcendent.” – Billy Joel
In recent years, the angelic-sound-

ing, theatrically influenced pop per-
former who has been making a name 
for herself in a fiercely competitive in-
dustry, has caught the attention of many 
movers and shakers in the music world, 

including that legendary entertainer.
“I met Billy Joel in 2008, after he 

heard my song, ‘Cradle the Moon,’ 
online and reached out to meet me 
through a colleague,” says Kubinski, 
who noted that in 2010, she had fin-
ished a song called “No Hard Feel-
ings,” for which Joel wrote a title and 
lyric concept. The lyrics are quoted in 
his biography by Fred Scruers.

Though she keeps a low profile and 
possesses a kind of low-key sophistica-
tion, when you see her perform, you 
can tell she has the makings of a star. 
And it may not take her too long to get 
there, for the cards seem to be stacked 
in her favor. 

In a recent interview, the former 
Sunnyside resident — she got her first 
city apartment there — who now lives 
in Hoboken, N.J., seemed very excited 
about the release of her new EP “Holiday 

Magic.” The album is a mix of joyful and 
wistful songs “that bring a fresh perspec-
tive to familiar themes of giving, love, 
and letting go of the old year,” she says.

Chances are you’ve probably heard 
this prolific songsmith’s popular mu-
sic (she has written a slew of catchy 
songs) on ABC, NBC, Bravo, and MTV 
programs, and on the Lifetime Series 
“Dance Moms.” She even starred in an 
Emmy-nominated Snickers commer-
cial, and you may also recognize her 
voice on other commercials for Home-
Goods, Kohls, and Maybelline.

Influenced by nature, her theatrical 
background, and her love of singers/
songwriters like Billy Joel, Rob Thom-
as, Alicia Keys and Sara Bareilles, 
Kubinski describes her style as “often 
piano-driven pop, with the storytelling 
aspect prominent in theater.” 

Continued on Page 50

New pop album could be the soundtrack to your holidays

TimesLedger, December 8-14, 2017

Singer/songwriter and former 
Sunnyside resident Cassandra 
Kubinski’s newly released EP 
"Holiday Magic" will bring cheer to 
all who hear it. Filled with new tunes 
and well-known favorites.  

Photo courtesy of Tony Daniels
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Answers in Sports

Perfect Piranha — “Perfect Piranha” 
moves in circles through ineffable strands 
of shady movement to fully-articulated 
declarative dancing. It emerges as 
an uninterrupted flow of continuous 
movement, veering between a whisper and 
a roar. It gives sway to mixed emotions, 
evaporating patterns, and exclamatory 
physicality with vaudevillian flourishes. 
The dance concludes in an immaculate 
outpouring – Mandala – a dance within 
a dance. Mandala is an extraordinarily 
intricate ascending spiral that serves as 
soulful completion.
When: Friday, Dec. 8, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, 
Dec. 9,  at 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory Theater, Long Island 
City
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.chocolatefactorytheater.org/

My Mother’s Italian, My Father’s Jewish 
and I’m Home for the Holidays — The 
new special holiday show from the star 
and creator of one of the longest running 
one-man comedy shows in history, “My 
Mother’s Italian, My Father’s Jewish & I’m 

in Therapy!” Steve Solomon is back with 
more hilarious stories about his family, 
friends and the other folks we meet whose 
sole purpose was to drive him into therapy 
in the first place.
When: Saturday, Dec. 9, at 2 p.m. and 8 
p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 10, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $35, $30 for members
Website: www.queenstheatre.org/my-mothers-
italian-my-fathers-jewish-and-im-home-holidays

Princess Particular — Princess Particular is off 
her rocker. All she can think about is her latest 
scheme to become a ballerina. Her Mom and 
Dad, Queen Patience and King Loadsadough, 
want her to focus on her Princess duties. Luckily, 
her four maids, the Chancellor and Lady-in-
Waiting are on hand to help make her dream 
come true. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 9, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for children; $40 for 
family of four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 
 

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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BY ANNABELLE BLAIR

Families and people of 
all ages are welcome to peer 
into holidays past with a tour 
of seven historic houses in 
Queens Sunday, Dec. 10, from 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

The 30th annual holiday 
tour will feature traditional 
family-friendly activities, per-
formances and refreshments. 
Tickets are $15 in advance; $20 
at the door; and $5 for children 
under 12.

This year marks the cen-
tennial of women’s suffrage 
— marking their right to vote 
— in New York state. In rec-
ognition of this, the historic 
houses will celebrate past fe-
male inhabitants — along with 
the holiday season. 

Most of the houses will be 
decorated according to their 
original holiday adornment.

“The houses are really tak-
ing it very seriously this year,” 
Rob MacKay, a spokesman at 

the Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, said about 
the tour. “We’re going to make 
this one the best ever.”

Six sites are within walk-

ing distance, and a shuttle will 
be available to the Louis Arm-
strong House Museum, Voelk-
er Orth House and Flushing 
Town Hall locations. Visitors 

can pick up a flier with the 
shuttle schedule times at the 
event, and tickets can be pur-
chased on the day of the tour at 
the Kingsland Homestead. 

The tour ends at the Quaker 
Meeting House with a concert 
at 4 p.m.

Below is a list of the venues 
and their tour plans.

Louis Armstrong House 
Museum

Lucille Armstrong and her 
legendary jazz musician hus-
band lived in what is now the 
Louis Armstrong House Mu-
seum (34-56 107th St., Corona) 
from 1943 until her death in 
1983. The inside of this land-
marked home remains un-
changed—a timeless depiction 
of their life in the neighbor-
hood that inspired Satchmo’s 
classic song “What a Wonder-
ful World.”

The residence will be 
brightly decorated for the holi-
days, and stories will highlight 
Lucille Armstrong’s active 
relationship with the com-
munity. The tour will feature 
rare audio clips from Satch-

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coffee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and 
a Domestic Bottle Beer $5.00

Holiday tour of historic homes 
in Queens celebrates women

The Kingsland Homestead, also the headquarters for the Queens Historical Society, is one of seven historic 
homes hosting a holiday tour on Dec. 10 from 1-5 p.m. Courtesy of Queens Tourism Council

Continued on Page 50



48    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, DEC. 8-14, 2017 TL

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 8-14, 2017

By Pete Canty

Going Green
Across
1. Fiesta fare
6. "___ be my 
pleasure!"
9. Increase
14. Rumble
15. Revolutionary 
leader
16. Liqueur flavor
17. Part of an act?
18. Green drink
20. Search party
21. Hilo hellos
22. Arctic bird
23. Dashed
24. Taj Mahal city
28. Distort
30. Mongrels
31. Small fastener
32. Pop-ups, e.g.
33. ___ d'oeuvre
34. Germany neighbor
36. John Lennon 
classic
38. Goalie's gig
39. Fragrant flowers
40. Yard component
41. Easter preceder?
42. Baseball stats
43. Brink
44. Workout sites
45. Start over
46. Low voice
47. Trigonometry abbr.

48. Famed TV collie

50. Easy wins

53. Green animal

56. From the East

57. Left Bank locale

58. Suffix with persist

59. D.C. subway

60. Voice, slangily

61. 27-Down or 

53-Down sound

62. "I don't buy it"

Down

1. Recipe amt.

2. Big oil company

3. Green appetizer

4. Confesses (to)

5. Polished

6. Childish

7. Some sewers

8. Blood driver 

visitors

9. Indian royal

10. Worthless

11. Zero to a soccer 

buff

12. Expend

13. Type of band

19. Everyday article

25. Green apple

26. Type of note

27. Venomous snakes

28. Bob Marley 

back-up

29. Look up to

30. Hustles

33. Sot's sound

34. Chick's sound

35. Frequently, in 

verse

37. Jaguar juice

38. Pie and 

pudding, e.g.

40. Ford models

43. Social strata

44. Energizes

46. Troop grp.

47. Runner's ailment

49. Eons

51. Legal intro

52. Winter blanket?

53. Venomous snake

54. Island ring?

55. Back talk

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

VENT YOUR ANGER
S M I T L I S A D A R T S
H O R A A L E S A B B O T
I D O S B L A S T B S P S
V E N T U R E M O N E Y
A M O E B A R A S K S U
H S N O D D I T Y B I E R

R A O U L S A T A N
V E N T R I L O Q U I S T

L A N A S A D U L T
O N E S U P T O I T F T D
L E S G P A N A I L E R

J E S S E V E N T U R A
A R S O N S A I L A T E M
L E A S T E C C L L I S A
L O W E S S H E A Y E A S

FILM

Rifi fi  — Tony Le Stéphanois, 
back from prison after taking a 
rap for Jo le Suédois, is ready 
to settle a few scores and 
mastermind a brilliant jewel 
heist. A worldwide smash hit, 
“Rifi fi ” earned director Jules 
Dassin the Best Director prize at 
Cannes and set the standard for 
screen robberies for decades 
to come.
When: Friday, Dec. 8, at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

A Muppet Family Christmas 
— Among the many holiday 
programs created by Jim 
Henson, A Muppet Family 
Christmas holds a very special 

place in the hearts of Muppet 
fans, as it unites the Muppet 
characters, the Fraggles 
(including Doc and Sprocket), 
and the Sesame Street 
characters in one big family 
reunion. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 9, and 
Sunday, Dec. 10, at 1 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Books Galore Sale — Stop by 
Church of the Resurrection 
for a book sale, fetauring old 
books, DVD’s, VCR tapes and 
more. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 9, from 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where: Church of the 
Resurrection
Contact: (718) - 847-2649 

Holidays on the Avenue 
Community Tree Lighting 
Ceremony — Come for the 
Children’s Holiday Workshops, 
where you can make 
traditional holiday ornaments, 
holiday arts and crafts and 
meet Santa Calus. Stay for 
the community holiday tree 
lighting. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 9, from 3 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (workshops) 
and 6 p.m. (tree lighting)
Where: Grace Episcopal 
Church (workshops) and Rufus 
King Park (tree lighting) 

30th Annual Holiday 
Historic House Tour 
Honoring the Fight for 
Womens Rights — Celebrate 
the holiday season with 
seven Queens historic sites 
and learn about their unique 
histories. Set your own pace 
and visit as many sites as you 
choose. One ticket is good for 
all seven sites. Each historic 
house offers tours, sponsors 
activities, and provides 
refreshments and snacks. 
Many of the houses will 

have musical performances 
throughout the day, holiday 
crafts to make and take, and 
historically- themed seasonal 
displays and decorations.
When: Sunday, Dec. 10, from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Kingsland Homestead
Contact: (718) 939-0647

Around-the-World Holiday 
Brunch — Ring in the season 
with a jazz-themed holiday 

brunch. Enjoy a festive 
international buffet, listen 
to piano renditions of jazz 
favorites and sing along with 
holiday carols and songs. 
Santa has promised to visit, 
too!
When: Sunday, Dec. 10, from 12 
p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Bayside Historical 
Society
Cost: $35; $30 for members; 
$20 for children ages 5-10; $10 

for children 5 and under
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Christmas Flea Market 
— St. by St. Josephat’s for 
wonderful gifts. A light 
breakfast and lunch is 
availabke. Polish meats, 
breads and bakery items will 
be for sale. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 10, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 49

For More Arts, Theater, and Holiday Listings, Visit Us At TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY MERLE EXIT

Artist Dennis Cady is pres-
ently exhibiting his art work, 
“Endangered Nature,” at the 
Long Island City branch of the 
CUNY School of Law. 

The exhibit opened Nov. 1 
and will be on display until 
Jan. 1, 2018.

Cady is a landscape painter 
working in a variety of media: 
watercolor, oils, monoprints, 
woodcuts and linocuts. 

The exhibition is part of the 
CUNY Law School’s gallery 
program for artists who are 
committed to the Law School’s 
mission of social justice, which 
includes the environment.

“Nature without man’s pres-
ence is my ideal, because man 
has exploited nature for profit. 
In this process, the planet and 
its inhabitants are suffering 
Global warming is occurring, 
people are being forced to live 
in a toxic and dangerous en-
vironment, particularly the 
most vulnerable,” Cady said. 
“Racism in our society and 
injustices in our political and 
cultural systems and the fear, 
ignorance, and misunderstand-
ing that accompany them em-
power polluters, lead to the de-

struction of our most cherished 
places and directly threaten 
our environmental progress. 
People’s rights are being violat-
ed and their safety and dignity 
are being threatened on a rou-
tine basis.”

Cady hopes his artwork can 
help send a positive message 
and believes it shows the “pos-
sibilities if justice is obtained.”

“All people deserve a healthy 
planet with clean air and water, 
a stable climate, and access to 
the outdoors,” Cady said. “All 
people deserve equal protection 
under the law and the right to 
live their lives free of discrimi-
nation and hatred. There is no 
justice, social, economic, or 
racial, for those impacted the 
most, primarily non-western 
cultures, which have already 
suffered from exploitation for 
centuries.”

Curator Amy Winter is 
very familiar with Cady’s work 
and believes in the message it 
sends.

“As a native of Oregon, 
where he grew up in the great 
rainforests and mountains of 
the Cascades and the Columbia 
River Gorge, and the powerful 
shores of the Pacific Ocean, 
Dennis Cady has stayed true to 

his love of the majesty and mar-
vel of nature,” said Winter. “In 
its beauty and singularity his 
art reflects his commitment to 
the appreciation and preserva-
tion of the earth for all people.”

In a career spanning over 
40 years, Cady has traveled 
and painted in all regions of 
the United States, including 
the more local Hudson Valley, 
Long Island, the Catskills and 
Adirondacks.

For the past 12 years, he 
has also created natural 
wood sculptures, the mate-
rial for which he forages in 
forests. Cady has recently 
had his sculptured woodcuts 
displayed at Queensborough 
Community College’s Art 
Gallery and the Rainforest 
Art Foundation headquar-
ters, located at the Marlene 
Yu Museum in Shreveport.

“Dennis Cady had the 
first solo exhibition here of 
a sculptor using natural ma-
terials,” said Stephanie Yu 
Lusk, director of the museum. 
“Although he is a man of few 
words, his artwork speaks of 
his strong connection with 
nature. We were honored to 
exhibit Mr. Cady’s nature-
inspired paintings.”

CUNY Law School presents art exhibit at LIC campus

A watercolor painting of Meriel, France, by Dennis Cady.

Where: St. Josephat’s, Bayside
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Holiday Market — Get your 
holiday shopping off to a great 
start. Artists and crafts people 
from Queens area will be selling 
their wares in our gallery, 
including jewelry, paintings, 
hand-crafted ceramics, paper 
goods, greeting cards, clothing 
andmore. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 10, from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: Free to attend
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Hanukkah Party — Join the 
Flushing Jewish Community 
Council for a festive 
Hanukkah celebration. 
Musical artist Wendy Moscow 
will lead the participatory 
event, talking about the 
history of Hanukkah and 
engaging participants 
in singing, dancing and 
discussion. Enjoy music and 
refreshments, including latke, 
a traditional Jewish fried 
treat, doughnuts and coffee. 
All are welcome. 

When: Thursday, Dec. 14, at 7 
p.m.
Where: Hillcrest Jewish Center
Contact: (718) 463-0434

Toys for Tots — St. Michael’s 
renews last year’s efforts to 
make the upcoming holiday 
season joyful for needy 
children. 
When: Donations due by Dec. 16
Where: St. Michael’s Cemetery
Contact: (718) 278-3240

MUSIC

The Brubeck Brothers 
Quartet — The quartet 
features two members 
of one of America’s most 
accomplished musical 
families, Dan Brubeck on 
drums and Chris Brubeck on 
bass and trombone. Guitarist 
Mike DeMicco and pianist 
Chuck Lamb complete the 
quartet.
When: Friday, Dec. 8, at 8 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Cost: $16, $10 for members 
and students

Australian Vocal Group 
Holiday Tour — The Ten 
Tenors, an Australian rock, 
pop and opera band, are 
performing at Queens College, 

during their 2017 Holiday 
Tour of the United States. 
The singers will perform 
repertoire from their album 
“Our Christmas Wish.” 
Selections from the album 
include traditional songs 
such as “Joy to the World” 
and “O Holy Night,” as well 
as John Lennon and Yoko 
Ono’s “Happy Xmas (War is 
Over),” “Feliz Navidad” by Jose 
Feliciano and Irving Berlin’s 
“White Christmas.” Tickets are 
$30-35 and can be purchased 
at kupferbergcenter.org.
When: Saturday, Dec. 10, at 
3 p.m.
Where: Queens College 
(Colden Auditorium)
Cost: $30 - $35
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org.

Pre-Chanukah Concert — 
Stop by the Clearview Jewish 
Center for its Pre-Chanukah 
Concert. Featuring Scott 
Sandor (keyboard, vocals), 
Kyle Sandor (bass), Jordan 
Beloosesky (lead guitar), Ben 
Baruch (drums, percussion) 
and Mark Sandor (rhythm 
guitar, vocals). 
When: Sunday, Dec. 10, at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: Clearview Jewish 
Center
Contact: (718) 352-6670

Continued from Page 48 

Arts

'Tis the season for Christmas markets. On Sunday, St. Josephat’s Church in Bayside will be heavy 
on Polish items (9 a.m.- 4 p.m.) and the market at Flushing Town Hall (1 p.m.- 5 p.m.) emphasized 
handicrafts and paper goods.  Photo by Michael Shain



50    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, DEC. 8-14, 2017 TL

The rising star was thrilled to talk 
about her new EP and share her mu-
sical adventures with TimesLedger 
readers, between holiday season en-
gagements.

The album’s three original songs 
are infused with her signature style, 
and blend beautifully with a trio of 
revamped holiday classics, includ-
ing “Sleigh Ride” —  sung as a duet 
with award-winning, world-touring 
R&B singer/songwriter Matt Cusson. 
Hidden in this joyful gift of music to 
escape is another surprise: a brand-
new mashup of Simon & Garfunkel’s 
“Homeward Bound” combined with 
the timeless and nostalgic “I’ll Be 
Home for Christmas.” And, in a re-
imagining of “Little Drummer Boy,” 
Kubinski is joined by her two sisters, 
Ali and Jackie. 

Some listeners may feel like danc-
ing when they discover an upbeat, 
head-bobbing tune called “Christmas 
is All About” (with shades of “All I 
Want for Christmas is You”). While 
“It Doesn’t Feel Like December,” has 
an almost 1920s vibe, features a kazoo, 
“and is about the joy and blush of find-
ing love on the holidays,” the singer 
says her song “New Year Comin’,” has 
to do with “letting go of the old year, 
no matter what has or hasn’t happened 
in it, and looking forward to a new one 
with hope.” 

Kubinski calls her original tunes, 
“new classics, destined to be played 
next to old favorites for years to 
come.”

‘Holiday Magic’ is bound to en-
hance all those good and heartwarm-
ing things that symbolize your holi-
days. As a sort of panacea to the angst 
that rears its ugly head this time of 
year, the album is also a reminder 
that magical moments can happen in 
everyday life.  Each song has a flavor 
all its own that you can sample while 
enjoying some eggnog or a mug of hot 
cocoa… alone or with friends and 
family.

“For me, the holidays are about fam-
ily, both present and past. They bring 
up memories. They always offer an op-
portunity to reflect on the year almost 
gone, on how abundant and lucky we 
are, on where we can do better, give 
more, or live more authentically next 
year,” says Kubinski.

The EP features some of the city’s 
best players, “all within our network 
of musicians,” according to the song-
stress, who notes that the lead single, 
“Christmas Is All About,” was co-writ-
ten by her friend and fellow singer/
songwriter Lori Martini. 

“I think we get lost in what Christ-
mas is actually about, that we felt we 
needed to put it in a song. We are always 
putting pressure on ourselves and oth-
ers to please everyone with gifts and 
such that we miss the actual point... to 
just relax and enjoy the moments you 
have,” says the Martini, a Middle Vil-
lage resident, whose inspiration was 
singer George Michael, who died last 

year on Christmas Day.
“I feel he wrote the greatest Christ-

mas song ever [“Last Christmas,” a 
pop song of 1980s heartbreak], and I 
wanted to make something special. 
He’s the reason I was inspired to write 
to begin with, so it’s extremely person-
al,” Kubinski says. “Of course, I was 
devastated by his untimely death; I am 
still mourning. I don’t think I’ll ever 
get over it.” 

Kubinski says collaborating with 
her friend, Lori, was great “because 
she was so passionate about creating a 
Christmas classic. She had a lot of lyric 
ideas, and I composed the music. 

“We wrote ‘Christmas Is All About’ 
in my sister’s old studio apartment, 
pretty quickly. We wanted to capture 
the true essence of the holiday spirit 
and give it that bouncy feel that just 
makes you want to nod your head and 
run out into the snow... like an old mu-
sical.”

When she met Grammy-nominat-
ed producer Chris Sclafani (Selena 
Gomez, Ed Sheeran, Gwen Stefani, Rix-
ton) through her bass player Eamon 
Rayhn, Kubinski soon found out they 
were an awesome match. After team-
ing up with co-producer Tony Dan-
iels (a well-known voiceover talent) to 
make all that holiday magic happen, 
the EP – released a few weeks ago – de-
buted at No. 46 on the Billboard Heat-
seekers chart.

During and after recording ses-
sions for her new album at Sclafani’s 
Midtown Manhattan studio, the singer 
has been busy working on “Holiday 
Magic” performances and videos.

“Besides my music, I’m a voice over 
actress always working for brands like 
Midas, Hersheys, and Amex. I also 
serve as membership chair for Women 
in Music globally, and love speaking 
and representing WIM at music indus-
try events,” she notes.

You can catch the classy songstress 
at The Triad (158 W. 72nd St. in Manhat-
tan) Monday evening, Dec. 11. She’ll be 
singing with the Boardwalk Jazz Band 
— a 21-piece orchestra —  for a special 
edition holiday concert for music lov-
ers of all ages. Doors open 9 p.m..

“The show will be a fantastic, fes-
tive one… not to be missed,” says Ku-
binski. “We’ll both be doing songs 
from our holiday projects individually 
and together. The band has a Christ-
mas special syndicated to CBS sta-
tions around the country, and ‘Holiday 
Magic’ just hit the Billboard charts, so 
we both have lots to celebrate. Patrons 
can expect a fun, upbeat mix of holiday 
classics and originals that will make 
you feel like you’re at a classic NYC 
jazz club.”  

When she’s not singing, Kubinski 
says she likes to relax with Yoga, or 
hang out in cafes. But most of all, loves 
spending time with her family and 
friends, especially during the holidays 
when she’ll visit her parents in Con-
necticut.

“Holiday Magic” is available on 
iTunes, Spotify, and Google Play.

HOLIDAY MAGIC
Continued from Page 45 mo’s personal recordings, and visi-

tors will hear the trumpeter’s magi-
cal voice reading “’Twas the Night 
Before Christmas,” “A Visit from St. 
Nicholas in 1971” and other seasonal 
recordings.

Bowne House
English-born religious freedom 

advocate John Bowne built the Bowne 
House (37-01 Bowne St., Flushing) in 
1661. It’s the borough’s oldest domi-
cile and has city, state and federal 
landmark status. Nine generations of 
the Bowne and Parsons families lived 
in the residence until 1945, when it 
became a museum. The structure, 
which has a unique blend of Dutch 
and English construction techniques, 
has just completed a stabilization and 
exterior restoration.

The Bowne House will present an 
exhibition on the history of Christ-
mas, highlighting women’s roles in 
the celebration. It will also display 
artifacts that were uncovered during 
a 2013 archeological investigation of 
the kitchen area. 

Flushing Town Hall
Built in 1862, Flushing Town Hall 

(137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing) was 
the cultural and political focal point 
of the village in the late 19th century. 
The Romanesque Revival building 
hosted swearing-in ceremonies for 
Union soldiers before the Civil War 
and later served as an opera house, a 
courthouse, a jail and a bank branch. 
Recently, it has evolved into a venue 
presenting Global Arts for a Global 
Community. 

Visitors will have the opportu-
nity to shop for goods at the annual 
Holiday Market, including handmade 
clothing and jewelry, paintings, post-
ers, figurines and ceramics. Flush-
ing Town Hall will play the music of 
jazz legend and Queens resident Ella 
Fitzgerald throughout the market and 
display information panels about her 
life and career.

Quaker Meeting House
When the Quaker Meeting House 

(137-16 Northern Blvd., Flushing) was 
constructed in 1694, it was the first 
house of worship in its town. It’s cur-
rently New York’s oldest structure 
in continuous use for religious pur-
poses. Visitors are invited to walk 
around the grounds and see the his-
toric cemetery.

Quaker women in Flushing were 
at the forefront of the movements to 
abolish slavery, expand education and 
obtain women’s suffrage. During the 
tour, the house will honor the Flushing 
Female Association, which established 
the area’s first free school in 1814. 

The tour ends here with live per-
formances, folk singing and hot apple 
cider. 

Kingsland Homestead
Charles Doughty, the son of a 

wealthy Quaker, built a Victorian 
domicile in 1785. The estate became 

Kingsland Homestead (143-35 37th 
Ave., Flushing) after his son-in-law Jo-
seph King bought it in 1801. Five gen-
erations of the King/Murray family 
lived there until the 1930s. In 1968, the 
dwelling was moved from its original 
Flushing site to its current location, 
where it serves as the Queens Histori-
cal Society’s headquarters.

The homestead will feature Annie 
Cornelia Mitchell Murray, who lived 
there in the mid-to-late 1800s. She 
spoke and read fluently in several lan-
guages and trained as a nurse at Belle-
vue Hospital, serving at a relief agency 
for sick and wounded Union soldiers 
during the Civil War. The Queens His-
torical Society’s archives contain the 
Mitchell Family Papers, which provide 
an intimate picture of Annie’s fam-
ily life in the Victorian era—including 
her counter-culture upbringing as an 
equal to her brother.

Lewis H. Latimer House
Museum

 Lewis Howard Latimer lived in a 
19th century Victorian house (34-41 
137th St., Flushing) from 1902 until 
his death in 1928. The son of fugitive 
slaves, Latimer was vital in develop-
ing the telephone and the incandes-
cent light bulb; he was also a poet, 
painter and musician. 

The guided tour will offer guests 
a look into Latimer’s original lamps 
and works of art. A short film with 
extensive interviews of his grand-
daughter, who fought to save the his-
torical house and raise awareness of 
her grandfather’s contributions to 
science, will be screened. Traditional 
holiday refreshments will be offered 
throughout the afternoon, and par-
ticipants are invited to engage in a  
workshop discussing the cultural 
landscapes of their neighborhoods..

Voelker Orth House
Dating back to 1891, Voelker 

Orth House (149-19 38th Ave., Flush-
ing) provided shelter to three gen-
erations of a German family. The 
Voelker granddaughter, Elisabeth 
“Betty” Orth (1926-1995) bequeathed 
her estate to establish the museum, 
preserving a view of Flushing’s 
past. The house’s garden contains 
popular plants and berry bushes of 
the late 19th century. Paintings by 
German emigrant Elizabeth Korn 
will be on exhibition there.

The Victorian abode will be 
dressed in a traditional German-
American style—much the way the 
Voelker and Orth women would 
have transformed their home to 
welcome friends and family during 
the holidays. Guests will be invited 
to add gumdrops to the gingerbread 
houses and peruse a gift-and-plant 
sale. They are welcome to sing 
along with pianist and vocal coach 
Kenneth Gartman and to enjoy pfef-
fernüsse (tiny spice cookies), along 
with other sweets and hot mulled 
cider.

See  www.queenshistoricalsoci-
ety.org  or call Daniela Addamo at 
(718) 939-0647,  Ext. 14) for more in-
formation. 

Continued from Page 47 

Tour
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SIT DOWN DINNER

Winter Salad
Blood orange / hazelnuts / endive / white balsamic

Pasta
Maine Lobster ravioli / basil crema / pesto drizzle

Surf ‘n’ Turf
Roasted Shrimp ‘scampi’ / ASPARAGUS GRATIN
Filet Mignon ‘porcini’  /  POTATO CROQUETTE

Chocolate ‘symphony’
Decadent selection of chocolate desserts

New Year’s Eve 2017
7:30pm-1am

$125 per person all included

MENU
UPON ARRIVAL

Cocktail Hour Includes
Butler Style Passed Hors D’oeuvres
Arancini Rice Balls / Caprese Skewers / Mini Cocktail Franks

Sesame Chicken / BBQ Beef Crostini  / Antipasto Roll / Tostones ‘n’ Guac

Tuscan Antipasto Table
Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Pepper

Parma Prosciutto / Salami  / Soppressata / Mortadella
Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina

Fusilli Salad /  Fresh Mozzarella 
Olive Medley /  Bruschetta  

Full buffet of hot food
Fried Calamari /spicy marinara

Chicken Marsala / mushrooms, rosemary
Baked Meatballs / marinara, parsley

Eggplant Rollatini / mozzarella, pomodoro
Cheese Tortellini ‘panna’ / prosciutto, peas

*We Also Have Private Rooms That Can Accommodate Up To 125 People*
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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ples they say are behind the 
president’s anti-immigrant 
agenda and to “defund hate 
in the budget and spending 
bills.”

Last week, the Senate 
Department of Homeland 
Security funding bill was re-
leased and proposed increas-
ing funding for DHS, which 
oversees ICE, Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement.
“Our sense of right and 

moral has been torn apart. 
We need to stand for human 
values,” Rabbi Mira Rivera, 
from Jews for Racial and 
Economic Justice, said. “We 
say nay, nay, nay to enforce-
ment. We, as the Jewish 
Resistance, call on Senator 
Schumer to be a servant of 
the people.”

Meanwhile, DHS an-
nounced its end-of-year immi-
gration enforcement numbers 

Tuesday, which shows ICE 
conducted 143,470 arrests, an 
increase of 40 percent from 
the year before and 226,119 
deportations , an increase of 37 
percent.

“We have the obligation to 
uphold the integrity of our im-
migration system, but we must 
do more to step up and close 
loopholes to protect the Ameri-
can worker, our economy, and 
our communities,” Acting DHS 
Secretary Elaine Duke said.

said.
Lawrence  said the up-

grades would make Queens 
more than just f ly-over ter-
ritory for frequent travelers, 
who often prefer prolonged 
stays in other airline hubs, 
such as Denver,   with a ho-
tel for both LaGuardia and 
JFK.

“Business travelers tell 
us they literally f ly in, have 
a meeting at the airport and 
f ly back home,” the rep said. 

“Of course, as a region, we 
like make them to f ly in, 
stay a couple days and spend 
a lot of money on hotels and 
other things... That’s what 
we see at other places like 
Dallas and Denver. We want 
to start competing on the 
same level.”

These hotels would be for 
budget travelers and would 
not take business away from 
hotels in the surrounding 
communities, Lawrence 
said.

Modernized cargo facili-
ties at JFK will account for 
a $70 million investment 

while $62 million will go to 
taxi-way upgrades for cargo 
planes.

Port Authority has about 
$10 billion set aside for over-
all improvements to on-air-
port developments which in-
clude the hotel and terminal 
overhauls   at JFK. Road ac-
cess and Van Wyck Express-
way expansion will account 
for about $2 billion of this.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Council is in fact three terms, 
as I myself will have the oppor-
tunity to serve,” Van Bramer 
said. “However, this conversa-
tion should not be driven in the 
context of the speaker’s race. 
Any future change must come 
from the people and take place 
after a lengthy public debate. I 
stand opposed to any move to 
overturn the democratic will of 
the voters of New York City.”

There was another mo-
ment during the NY1 debate 
where Van Bramer stood out 
from the crowd of eight candi-
dates. City Councilman Corey 
Johnson (D-Manhattan) asked 
him how he could support  
seven-day service at public li-
braries in the face of potential 
massive federal funding cuts 
by the Trump administra-
tion.  Van Bramer, the current 
majority leader and chairman 
of the Council’s Cultural and 
Libraries Committee, had a 
retort.

“Few things are as impor-
tant in these times as public li-
braries when immigrants are 

under assault from Donald 
Trump. We as a city need to 
value these institutions that 
are really on the front lines 
of protecting immigrants, es-
pecially the undocumented,” 
Van Bramer said. “The truth 
is the last time our libraries 
were open seven days a week 
were during the Depression 
because New Yorkers under-
stood libraries were at their 
most valuable when people 
were going through the tough-
est of times.”

The future speaker needs 
to secure at least 26 votes when 
the race is decided Jan.3

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), the chairman of the 
Queens Democratic Party, 
is far more involved in this 
speaker race, than in 2014, 
with 32 votes reportedly al-
ready pledged to him. A source 
close to the Queens County 
Democrats said “everyone is 
doing their due diligence to 
make sure the right person is 
getting the right support.”

There is no indication 
who Crowley will support for 
Speaker.

on the legislative agenda that 
we put forth on May 22, which 
includes: the Reproductive 
Health Act, the Dream Act, 
Genda, protecting Title X 
funding, public campaign 
finance, single-payer health 
care and the Comprehensive 
Contraceptive Coverage Act. 
We are eager and ready to be 
part of a Democratic coali-
tion that could proudly and 
publicly state what its legisla-
tive positions are going into 
the 2018 session.”

But Claire Ullman of Rise 
and Resist, a gender rights 
group, claimed the IDC has 
financial interests which 
prevent it from actually pur-
suing the goals it champions.

“This deal makes the 
Democratic Party hostage to 
the whims of the IDC, which 
can threaten to take its mar-
bles and go home to Flanagan 
anytime it wants to throw its 
weight around. The IDC, in 
turn, is beholden to the real 
estate lobby that is the source 
of so much of its funding. It is 
hard to see how progressive 
legislation can come out of 
this distorted and corrupted 
alliance.” 

 Sen. John Flanagan (R-
L.I.) is the Senate majority 

leader.
Rise and Resist and True-

BlueNY have made headlines 
in the past year for organiz-
ing loud opposition to  Avella, 
Peralta and other IDC offi-
cials. Two rallies have 

Avella said last week the 
IDC would remain in autono-
mous existence, but would 
operate in coalition with the 
Democratic Party. The mem-
bers will continue to caucus 
among themselves, however, 
he said, making clear that de-
spite rumors to the contrary 
the IDC does not caucus with 
Republicans.

“I’ve always indicated 
that the conference, myself 
especially, have always been 
willing to have this conversa-
tion and form a coalition with 
the Democratic Conference 
once we have a majority and 
I stand by that. I’m ready to 
do that any day, once we have 
a majority. That depends of 
course on Simcha Felder  and 
we have two vacancies. Even 
if we were to all get together, 
we would not have enough 
votes for a majority,” Avella 
said, explaining that the pur-
pose of the IDC to begin with 
was to make up for the fact 
Democrats lacked a strong 
enough vote on their own. 
“Once we form this Demo-
cratic coalition, there are 
things we believe as Demo-
crats should be voted on.”

tion problem in New York 
City. 

“It is a profound disap-
pointment that the de Bla-
sio administration has once 
again failed to meet its own 
deadline to have the online 
bail payment system up and 
running,” he said. “Too many 
New Yorkers are stuck on 
Rikers Island solely because 
the process to pay bail is 
such a nightmare. The city’s 
inability to bring the bail 
payment process into the 21st 
century is only adding to the 
problem of unnecessary and 
expensive incarceration.”

According to Ben Sarle, 
a spokesman for the mayor, 
the city is firing on all cylin-
ders to reduce the number of 
people in jail. Sarle said the 
delay was caused in part by 
efforts to make the system 
more effective and available 
to everyone. He also pointed 
out that de Blasio’s  actions 

have resulted in a histori-
cally low jail population 
and the number of people 
detained on bail of $2,000 or 
less has fallen by 36 percent 
since 2013. 

“The online bail project 
required the city to modern-
ize an antiquated system that 
suffered through lengthy pe-
riods of under-investment by 
prior administrations, and 
some aspects of the procure-
ment process took longer 

than expected,” he said. “We 
will have kiosks in all the 
boroughs, which will allow 
people who don’t have access 
to the Internet at home, to 
simply go to a kiosk to post 
bail immediately and not 
have to take off a day of work 
to do so.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 5 
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Boro Hall

The City has pushed back the launch of an online bail payment system. 
 AP

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
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Sports

BY ZACH GEWELB

The Queens College men’s 
basketball team fell to Lincoln 
University 70-48 Sunday to 
conclude its non-conference 
schedule. 

The loss marked the end of 
the Knights’ seven-game home 
stretch as the team fell to 2-5 on 
the season. 

The Knights struggled to 
put the ball in the basket, with 
only one player scoring over 
10 points. Freshman Keenan 
Gorski led the squad with 11 
points, while sophomore Isaac 
Grant added six.

Queens shot just 32.8 per-
cent overall and converted just 
five of 26 shots from beyond 
the arc. Meanwhile, Lincoln 
thrived on the offensive end 
of the court, converting over 
49 percent of their shots and 
shooting five of 13 from three-
point range. 

The Lions were led by Elijah 
Bush and Gevon Arrington, 
who poured in 14 points and 13 
points, respectively. 

Things weren’t all bad for 
Queens, who grabbed an early 
12-9 lead with just over 11 min-
utes remaining in the first 
half. Then, the Knights’ went 
cold from the field and lost 
their momentum. Lincoln held 
them scoreless for nearly nine 
minutes while going on a 20-2 
to take a 29-14 lead.

Lincoln’s lead remained at 
15 heading into halftime before 
increasing its advantage early 
in the second half. The Lions 
scored the first six points of the 
half and eventually built their 
lead to as many as 29 with just 
under 10 minutes left to play.

Queens couldn’t mount a 
comeback and ultimately fell 
70-48.

The loss comes after the 
Knights disposed of Adelphi 
University 92-86 on Military, 
Faculty and Staff Appreciation 
Day Nov. 29. 

Six players scored in double 
figures to help lead Queens to 
victory, as the Knights shot 55.7 
percent from the floor and 62.5 
percent from beyond the arc. 
Of the six to score in double 
digits, five were freshmen.

Freshmen Tyrese Crosdale 
(19 points), Dwayne Henry 
(17 points), Keenan Gorski 
(13 points), Jelani Williams 
(11 points) and Elijah Bovell 
(10 points) recorded 70 of the 
Knights’ 92 points. Sophomore 
Wayne Li added 12 points.

The Knights took an early 
lead, but found themselves 
behind 18-10 just 5:36 into the 
game. Queens snapped back 
into form to take a 24-21, but 
the teams swapped baskets 
and the score was tied at 28-
28. 

The Knights reclaimed 
the lead to take a 48-44 ad-

Simon Green recorded four points, four blocks and four rebounds off 
the bench in the Knights’ loss to Lincoln.  Photo by Robert Cole

BY ROBERT COLE

Bayside and Far Rockaway 
were the last two football 
teams standing in Queens, 
but both dropped their cham-
pionship games last weekend 
in Brooklyn.

Bayside fell to top-ranked 
Lehman 46-22, while Far 
Rockaway dropped its contest 
28-8. 

Bayside runs out of steam 
in loss to Lehman

In one of the most antici-
pated rematches of the PSAL 
football season, injuries and a 
lack of depth blew the Bayside 
High School football team off 
course from their goal to win 
their first championship title 
in 29 years.

The Commodores dropped 
the PSAL Bowl Division 
Championship game to top-
seeded Lehman 46-22 last Sat-
urday.

“We never gave up,” senior 
quarterback Tequan Evans 
said. “We had a lot of guys 
cramp up. Actually that made 
many of our scout players 
have to come into the game 
and make plays.”

Both offenses had difficul-
ty scoring under the bright 
lights of MCU Park in the ear-
ly part of the game. The Com-
modore defense bent but did 
not break on Lehman’s first 
offensive series, stopping the 
Lions at the half-yard line to 
keep the game scoreless.

Lehman put together their 
own defensive stand on the 
following possession, stop-
ping the Commodores on 
a fourth-and-one to force a 
turnover on downs.

Each defense continued 
their strong performances 
in the opening quarter. Bay-
side’s defense scored the 
game’s first points on a safety 
after Lehman started their 
series on the one-yard line, 
preventing the Lions’ Mario 
Delacruz from running out of 

his own end zone.
On Bayside’s next posses-

sion, Lehman’s defense picked 
off a fourth down pass at-
tempt, after the Commodores 
received a delay-of-game pen-
alty on a third-and-one. 

The first quarter ended 
with the Commodores lead-
ing 2-0, but their advantage 
wouldn’t last long. 

With 5:04 remaining in the 
half, Lions’ defense forced 
Evans to fumble and the ball 
was scooped up by the Leh-
man’s Marley Isaac, who ran 
45 yards into the end zone, 
giving the Lions an 8-2 lead.

With 1:40 left in the half, 
Bayside scored the first offen-
sive points of the game when 
Evans ran the ball in for a 
touchdown to tie the score 
8-8.  

With time running out in 
the first half, Lehman turned 

to senior quarterback Danny 
Sanchez to move the offense 
down the field.  Sanchez re-
sponded, capping off the 
drive with a 20-yard touch-
down pass to Marc Duplessy 
with 42.8 seconds, giving the 
Lion’s a 14-8 half-time lead.

Despite a strong first half, 
penalties and injuries would 
take its toll on Bayside in the 
third quarter. 

“Did you see the sideline 
with all those cramps,” Bay-
side coach Jason Levitt said.  
“They were obviously very 
good, but we were playing our 
third string players.”

Levitt said his team played 
a majority of the second half 
with four of its best skill play-
ers on the sideline.

Evans, who managed to 
stay in the game, scored a 
touchdown midway through 

Bayside quarterback Tequan Evans scrambles to pick up some yards on 
the ground. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 57

QC men’s hoops team 
set for conference play

Championship action
Queens football teams fall in bid for PSAL titles
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The best players in Mets history at each position

With the hot stove tempera-
ture still set to cool, baseball’s 
offseason has left fans waiting 
for big news to break. While 
we wait, I wanted to take a trip 
down memory lane and take a 
look at some Mets history.

The Mets have been around 
for a long time. They joined the 
league as an expansion team in 
1962.

And since then, the Amaz-
ins’ have had a lot of great 
players come through Queens 
to don the Mets uniform.

Here are the top players 
at each position in franchise 
history.

Tom Seaver
Starting Pitcher

One of the greatest pitchers 
of his generation, Tom 
Seaver, also known 
as “The Fran-
chise,” spent the 
first 10-plus years 
of his career with 
the Mets.

During those 
10 years, he 
won three 
Cy Young 
a w a r d s , 
was named 
the Rookie 
of the Year 
and made 
nine All-Star 
teams.

He helped 
lead New York to 
its first ever World 
Series team in 1969 
and tossed 171 com-
plete games in his 
Mets career.

He was a no-
doubt, first-bal-
lot Hall of Fam-
er, receiving 
98.8 percent of 
the vote, still 
the highest 
ever, and is 
the only play-
er to ever go to 
Cooperstown as a Met. 
Seaver was inducted into the 
Mets Hall of Fame in 1988. 

*Honorable Mention:
Dwight Gooden

John Franco
Relief Pitcher

The lefty closer spent 15 
years with the Mets after the 
team acquired him in a trade 
with the Reds before the 1990 
season.

He was named a team cap-
tain in 2001 and complied 424 
career saves, which only trails 
Mariano Rivera (652), Trevor 
Hoffman (601), Lee Smith (478) 
and Francisco Rodriguez (437) 
on the leaderboard.

Franco was eligible for 
the Hall of Fame for the first 
time in 2011, but received 
less than 5 percent of the 
vote and was dropped off 
the ballot. While he may not 
have been truly dominant, 
his longevity, coupled with 
his commitment to the Mets 

organization during 
and after his play-

ing days, made him 
an easy choice.

He was in-
ducted into 

the Mets Hall 
of Fame in 
2012. 

*Honorable 
Mention:

Tug 
McGraw

Mike 
Piazza 

Catcher

Piazza 
s i g n e d 
with the 
Mets be-
fore the 
1998 sea-

son.
His time 

with the 
team made 
him one of 
the most be-
loved Mets of 

all time.
Piazza, one of the greatest 

hitting catchers to ever play the 
game, was named an All-Star 
seven times and provided one 
of the great moments in fran-
chise history when he slugged 
a go-ahead home run against 

the Atlanta Braves on Sept. 21, 
2001, the first major sporting 
event in New York following 
the 9/11 attack.

He stayed with the Mets 
until 2005 and was eventually 
elected to the Hall of Fame in 
2016, though he entered the Hall 
as a member of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, the team he started his 
career with. He was inducted 
into the Mets Hall of Fame in 
2013. 

*Honorable Mention:
Gary Cohen

Keith Hernandez
First Base

Hernandez arrived in 
Queens following a mid-season 
trade with the St. Louis Cardi-
nals in 1983. The sweet-swing-
ing, slick-fielding first baseman 
made an instant impact with the 
Mets, and even finished second 
in the MVP voting in 1984.

Hernandez won six Gold 
Gloves in Queens and was a key 
member of the 1986 World Series 
team. He was inducted into the 
Mets Hall of Fame in 1997 and is 
currently a member of the Mets’ 
SNY broadcast team.

*Honorable Mention:
Ed Kranepool

Edgardo Alfonzo
Second Base

Alfonzo came up through 
the Mets system as a third 
basemen, but saw some time at 
second base upon reaching the 

big leagues.
He spent his first two sea-

sons as a utility infielder before 
breaking out in 1997, when he 
hit .315 with a .391 on-base per-
centage. He continued to put 
up steady numbers throughout 
the remainder of his Mets ten-
ure, which ended after the 2002 
season when he signed with the 
San Francisco Giants as a free 
agent.

His final season in the big 
leagues came in 2006, but he has 
since transitioned to coaching. 
He is currently the manager 
of the Brooklyn Cyclones, the 
Mets’ short-season Single-A af-
filiate. 

*Honorable Mention:
Wally Backman

David Wright
Third Base

Wright has been the face of 
the franchise since first donning 
the Mets uniform in 2004 and is 
one of the most beloved figures 
in the team’s history. Wright 
has compiled a .296/.376/.491 bat-
ting line with 242 home runs, 
970 RBI and 196 stolen bases in 
his 13-year career. While those 
numbers probably don’t give 
Wright a ticket to the Hall of 
Fame, they demand respect.

His performance on the field 
and his leadership ability are 
why he was named the Mets’ 
captain back in 2013. Injuries 
have slowed down Wright since 
then, but he’s been the perfect 
ambassador for the organization 

and has etched his place in Mets 
history. Look for him, like John 
Franco before him, to continue 
to be a part of the organization 
after his playing days are over.

*Honorable Mention:
Howard Johnson

Jose Reyes
Shortstop

Reyes joined the Mets when 
he was 20 years old in 2003 and 
electrified Queens with his 
speed and flare on and off the 
field. He stayed with the Mets 
through the 2011 season and left 
as a free agent to join the Mar-
lins after hitting a career-best 
.337. He spent one year in Miami 
before a trade sent him to Toron-
to. He was dealt again in 2015, 
this time to Colorado, where his 
career hit a snag.

He clearly lost a step on the 
field and he was suspended un-
der Major League Baseball’s 
domestic violence policy, which 
led to his departure. He was re-
leased by Colorado and came 
back to Queens, where he played 
in 2016 and 2017. While he’s not 
the same player he once was, 
Mets fans will always remem-
ber Reyes’ contributions in the 
mid-2000s. 

*Honorable Mention
Bud Harrelson

Darryl Strawberry
Outfield

Strawberry may go down as 
one of the best pure hitters to 
don a Mets uniform. He joined 
the big league club in 1983 and 
won the National League Rook-
ie of the Year. Strawberry hit at 
least 26 home runs in his first 
four seasons before taking his 
game to the next level in 1987, 
when he set career highs in 
home runs (39) and batting aver-
age (.284). He also stole 36 bases, 
which made him one of two play-
ers in Mets history to hit at least 
30 home runs and steal at least 
30 bases in one season.

Strawberry elected to sign 
with the Dodgers after the 1989 
season and finished his career 
in the Bronx with the Yankees. 
But he will always be remem-
bered one of the best players to 
ever wear a Mets and he was 
inducted to the team’s Hall of 
Fame in 2010.

*Honorable Mention: Carlos 
Beltran

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb by 
e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4539.

With MLB offseason slow to start, it’s time to take dive into franchise’s past

Mike Piazza

Darryl Strawberry is one of the greatest hitters to ever don a Mets 
uniform. AP

Zach 
Gewelb



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 8–14, 2017 57  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 

young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance

counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent

photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

 
 

 

the third quarter, but a hold-
ing penalty took the points off 
the scoreboard.

On the next play Evans hit 
David Loayza on a pass in the 
end zone, but Loayza could 
not control the ball when he 
hit the ground and the pass 
was ruled incomplete.  The 
Commodores attempted a 
fake punt on fourth down but 
could not convert, leading to 
a turnover on downs. 

Lehman pulled away on its 
next series, taking advantage 
as Bayside starters became 
physically fatigued with 
cramps. With the Bayside 
bench having to play a more 
prominent role in the game, 
Lehman scored 26 consecu-
tive points to open up a 40-8 
lead with 9:18 remaining in 
the game.

Evans, who displayed a 
positive attitude throughout 
the game, continued to fight, 
scoring on a 60-yard run that 
cut the Lions’ lead to 40-16.

“Today was my last 
game, and I had a lot of fun,” 
Evans said, despite the loss. 
“The season was fun. I en-
joyed playing with these 
guys and coming out here 

was a good experience,”
Each team would score a 

touchdown during the final 
minutes of the game, making 
the final score 46-22 in favor 
of Lehman, the defending 
Bowl champs.

After the game, Levitt 
evoked a quote from Dr. Seuss 
to keep his team’s spirits up. 

“Don’t cry because it’s 
over, be happy because it hap-
pened,” he said.

Wise words for a group of 
young men that put Bayside 
football back on the map and 
into this year’s championship 
game.

Far Rock offense
disappears against Lane

Six turnovers and penal-
ties disabled the Far Rock-
away offense and provided 
Franklin K. Lane with excel-
lent field position, leading to 
a  28-8 PSAL Bowl Champion-
ship victory for the Knights 
last Saturday at MCU Park.  

“One of the biggest thing 
that kills drives is penalties 
and turnovers,” Far Rock-
away coach Walter Wilkerson 
said. 

On their opening posses-
sion, Lane advanced the ball 
to the Far Rockaway seven-
yard line. But the Seahorse 
defense forced a fumble, re-

covered by Far Rockaway’s 
Richard Lewis. 

After the turnover, pen-
alties cost Far Rockaway’s 
offense, as they could not 
recover from an intentional 
grounding penalty that forced 
them into a third-and-17 di-
lemma.  Lane turned their 
defense loose, sacking the Far 
Rock quarterback for an ad-
ditional six-yard loss, leading 
to a punt.

After a scoreless first 
quarter, Lane took advantage 
of Far Rockaway’s second 
quarter miscues to take con-
trol of the game. 

“A lot of the turnovers 
were key because we put Lane 
on a very short field,” Wilker-
son said. “When you put any 
team on a short field, it is 
hard to keep them from scor-
ing.  We were successful early 
in the game, they just wore us 
down.” 

A Far Rockaway fumble by 
Daron Foxworth on the eight-
yard line led to Lane’s first 
score. Quarterback Shakel 
Clarke ran over the right side 
of the line for the touchdown, 
giving Lane a 6-0 lead.  

Far Rock’s miscue con-
tinued to give Lane excellent 
field position.  A poor punt on 
the next possession gave Lane 
the ball on the Seahorses’ 32-
yard line, where Clake con-

tinued to make his mark on 
the game, advancing the ball 
with an 18-yard scramble on 
a third down to the Far Rock 
11-yard line. Clarke finished 
the drive with a quarterback 
sneak from one yard out for a 
touchdown, giving his team a 
12-0 lead with 4:05 remaining 
in the half.

The Knights’ defense 
forced its third turnover of 
the quarter at the 1:47 mark, 
intercepting Hanalka Gra-
ham’s pass on a 4th-and-22.   
Lane’s offense quickly turned 
the interception into points 
on a 60-yard catch by senior 
wide receiver Omar Rodgers. 
With 4.8 seconds remaining 
Clarke hit Rodger’s on a slant 
for a touchdown, sending the 
Knights into locker room 
with a 20-0 halftime lead.  

It appeared that penalties 
would stall another offensive 

drive for Far Rock in the sec-
ond half, but the Seahorses 
were able to move the ball to 
the five-yard line following a 
74-yard pass to senior Chaki 
Hurdle. The Seahorses used 
their momentum to finish off 
the drive with a touchdown 
run by senior running back 
Civy Merritt, cutting the 
Lane lead to 20-8 with 2:45 left 
to play in the third quarter.  

Lane scored the game’s 
final points with 8:21 remain-
ing in the fourth on a 31-yard 
run by Clarke.

Although the game did not 
go their way, Wilkerson was 
still proud of his team’s effort 
this season.

“I’m just proud of my boys 
for getting to this place,” he 
said. “I love these seniors. 
They are a great group of 
guys and we got here because 
of their success.” 

Continued from Page 55 

Football
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we wanted to make it work for 
everyday people.”

The larger ferries will be in 
use in the spring.

Transit was a touchy sub-
ject during the town hall with 
Assembly District leader Lew 
Simon launching complaints 
about the A train and claiming 
the city should contribute its 

fair share to subway overhauls. 
While the MTA, a state agency, 
operates and maintains the 
subways, Simon said the sys-
tem belongs to the city, which 
should pay up for Cuomo’s mod-
ernization initiative.

De Blasio said he is doing 
his part to help bring relief to 
commuters facing the transit 
crisis with the ferry service 
and Select Bus Service.

The audience booed at the 
mention of SBS, reflecting the 

intense opposition that com-
munities along Cross Bay Bou-
levard and Woodhaven showed 
toward the plan, which reduced 
a lane of traffic and forced peo-
ple to wait in traffic for up to an 
hour during rush hour when it 
launched in November.

“It helps. I know you dislike 
it, but I guarantee you it helps,” 
de Blasio said, among the boos 
and murmurs of disagreement.

The Rockaway Wastewa-
ter Treatment plant on Beach 

Channel Drive and Beach 108th 
Street has been making a stink 
in the surrounding communi-
ties for years, according to an 
audience member, and DEP 
Commissioner Vincent Sapi-
enza did not deny this was the 
case.

A six-year-old survey 
found specific tanks were 
emitting the odor, Sapienza 
said. But the only thing the 
commissioner said could 
be done is more regular 

maintenance.
De Blasio urged Sapi-

enza to give the community 
a better answer to the is-
sue, claiming the response 
was not “sharp” enough.
In his vague explanation 
that the system only needed 
to be “tweaked,” Sapienza 
was forced to contend with 
mounting cries of criticism.

Audience members said 
the smell had not improved 
in past five years.

FLIP

cause of his hatred for Chinese 
people. 

“The defendant, who is Ko-
rean, spotted each woman when 
she was alone in public and 
pounced upon them - punching 
them in the face and then steal-
ing their cash and credit cards,” 
he said. “This kind of bigotry 
and hate are not acceptable in a 
civilized society and will not be 
tolerated in Queens County. The 
defendant’s guilty plea is another 
example of our refusal to accept 
this type of behavior.”

According to the charges, 
on Jan. 27, 2016 Ling Chou was 
cleaning snow from her car 
following a snowstorm when 
she noticed the Lee standing 
on a nearby corner smoking a 
cigarette. Chou ignored Lee and 
continued to clear the snow on 
her car, but when she opened 
the back door, Lee suddenly 
rushed her and pushed her into 

the back seat, the charges said. 
Lee covered her body with his 
and closed the door behind him, 
then began repeatedly punching 
her in the face. Lee then grabbed 
her purse, stealing a credit card, 
her ID and $2,000 in cash, then he 
fled the scene, the charges said. 

When Lee was shown sur-
veillance video of the incident, 
the complaint said, he admitted 
to police that he was the attacker 
and that he had robbed Chou. 
Lee also said he was angry af-
ter an argument with his wife 
and that he used to work as a 
cab driver and the majority of 
his customers were Chinese. 
“I wanted to fight someone be-
cause the Chinese people were 
rude and smoking in the car...I 
wanted to pick a fight and that is 
when I saw one female cleaning 
snow and we made eye contact,” 
Lee told the police, according to 
the complaint.

Lee said he became even more 
angry when he made eye contact 
with Chou and said he “couldn’t 
take it any more. I decided she’s 
the one. I started beating her,” 

the complaint said. 
 Brown said the second at-

tack took place a few weeks 
later on Feb. 10, 2016. Lee spotted 
Ziao Feng as she was walking 
to her apartment building and 
he pounced on her, the charges 
said. Lee began punching Feng’s 
face and then ran off with her 
handbag, which contained her 
credit cards, ID and about $2,000 
in cash, the charges said. 

The DA said Lee told police 
he was driving home when Feng 
cut him off in traffic and failed to 
signal, so he followed her.  When 
she parked her car, he continued 
to follow her on foot and then at-
tacked her. He told officers, “I 
don’t like the Chinese and I went 
to Flushing to look for Chinese 
people,” Brown said. 

Lee’s sentencing is scheduled 
for Dec.18 when he faces five 
years in prison to be followed by 
five years’ post-release supervi-
sion. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

ern Blvd,, alone in the NYPD 
sting in November.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said the over-
night police sweep was in 
response to requests from 
his office for action on the 
parking practice, which he 
has rallied against in recent 
months.

Avella and community 
activist Mandingo Tshaka 
called on the city to enforce 
a zoning variance at an Octo-
ber news conference in which 
they claimed Star Nissan in 
Bayside had been ignoring 
summons despite collecting a 
series of violations and fines.

Star Nissan at 206-02 
Northern Blvd. stores well 
above the approved number 
of 70 vehicles in its lot, while 
the excess autos which do not 
fit spill out onto residential, 
curbside parking on 45th 
Road. The license plates are 
removed and the vehicles of-
ten create an eyesore for sur-
rounding residents. The vari-
ance only allows for 20 cars to 
be parked on the lot.

Tshaka confirmed the 
dealerships were still park-
ing on his side of Northern, 
the south side, but thay have 
also gone deeper into the 
neighborhood. He said there 
is no need for the variance 
since there is nothing unique 
about the property on which 
the dealerships sit.

The variance goes to the 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals next week regarding 
its expiration, Euler said. His 
civic association will request 
that if the BSA renews or ex-
tends the variance, it is only 
until 2021.

Tshaka argued that the 
city was ignoring issues in the 
southern, or predominantly 
black, side of Bayside divided 
by Northern Boulevard.

“It’s nothing but blatant 
racism. All along 45th Road 
here is residential, but you 

would not know it,” Tshaka 
said. “One-hundred feet [from 
Northern Boulevard] to the 
end of the corner is commer-
cial, and from there it’s resi-
dential. You will not find all 
these car shops on the other 
side of Northern Boulevard.”

According to Avella, eight 
violations from the city Envi-
ronmental Control Board as 
well as $28,000 in fines have 
not stopped the business from 
overloading the neighbor-
hood with used cars awaiting 
repairs. The variance allow-
ing for no more than 20 cars 
expired in 2009, Avella said.

“As you can see, this is 
more than 20 cars. It really 
is when you think about it — 
racism. Would this happen on 
the other side of the street? 
No,” Avella said on 206th 
Street in front on the dealer-
ship. “This has been going on 
since I was in the City Coun-
cil, so now well over a decade 
that I’m aware of, and why 
can’t the city do something 
about this?”

Tshaka, who is 86, once a 
member of a pop music sensa-
tion known as the Ink Spots, 
grew up near 206th Street. He 
remembers the neighborhood 
as always being poor with 
mainly Polish, Russian and 
African-American residents. 
The area was known as Pol-
lack Alley.

The October news confer-
ence was unexpectedly joined 
by a man associated with Star 
Nissan who stood on the side-
lines.

When asked if he was an 
owner, he declined to give a 
straight answer.

He responded to request 
for comment with, “Why 
should I?”

He and other staff mem-
bers then took the initiative 
to start taking cars off the 
street with clouds of black 
smoke billowing from some of 
the more decrepit vehicles.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Avella said the city’s inter-
ference was disrespectful to 
Friends of Brinckerhoff, a non-
profit,  which worked hard to ne-
gotiate the fair price of $180,000. 

“I think the owner got wind of 
city wanting to obtain the prop-
erty,” he said. “Instead of selling 
it at 70 percent profit — remem-
ber they only paid $105,000 for 
the land —  they’re going to get 
a huge windfall from the city of 
New York. This was the oppo-
site of what we were told would 
happen.  In my opinion the city 
helped destroy negotiations. 
Three years later we’re still try-
ing to get this done.”

Avella said ultimately he 
just wants the property to be 
handled as quickly as possible. 
The land is not currently main-
tained, with overgrown plants 

and garbage. Neighbors call it 
an eyesore and just want it to be 
taken care of. 

“We need to have this piece of 
property obtained by either the 
city or the non-profit so it can be 
turned into the great landmark 
that it is,” Avella said. “I  find 
it unconscionable that the city 
would wind up paying the prop-
erty owner, who obviously ne-
glected this property for years, 
a huge windfall of maybe 300 to 
400 percent.  That should not be 
allowed, that’s taxpayer dollars, 
so we need to resolve this.” 

Avella said he believes be-
cause the city is planning on 
buying it, City Hall is avoiding 
issuing violations.  He said the 
property owner has to be main-
tain the property just like every 
property owner in the city 

“They’re just looking the 
other way.” he said. 

Avella said the city has just 
delayed progress with its inter-
ference and forced neighbors to 

live with an unkempt lot with no 
end in sight. 

“Shame on anybody who in-
terfered with the process and 
stopped the community ftom 
purchasing this property at a 
reasonable rate as opposed to 
years down the line,” he said. 
“All of this could have been 
done by now.”

In a statement the city said it 
was in the process of finalizing 
an application from The Uni-
form Land Use Review Proce-
dure to purchase the property. 

“We have received funding al-
locations from Council Member 
Lancman and the borough presi-
dent towards the acquisition of 
the Brinckerhoff Cemetery Site,” 
the statement said. “Parks is cur-
rently finalizing the ULURP ap-
plication to formally file it with 
the Department of City Planning 
to commence the ULURP public 
review process and obtain ap-
proval for the city to negotiate 
the purchase of the property.”

Continued from Page 1 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_12-8-17

Sale
Dates

Dec
Fri.

8
Sat.

9
Dec

Sun.

10
Dec

Mon.

11
Dec

Tues

12
Dec

Wed

13
Dec

Thurs.

14
Dec

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

2/$7

Entenmann’s
Full Line
Sale!

t ’EE t ’

6.8-26.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Single Serve, Pies & Any Items 
Priced Over $6.99 Normal Retail)

$799

$799
Mazola
Oil

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Key Food or
Urban Meadow 
Rice

20 Lb Bag 
Long Grain White

YOUR
CHOICE!

192 Fl Oz Pkg ... 16 Oz Btls
Assorted Drinks or

Snapple
Iced Tea
12 Pack

$699 3/$3

3/$3
18-19 Oz Can
Assorted

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3.

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 3.

Progresso
Vegetable
Classics
Soup

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

Xtra
Laundry
Detergent

100 Fl Oz Btl
Classic: Tropical Fresh or
Mountain Fresh

2/$5
2/$4

8 Giant Roll Pack
White: Regular or Select A Size

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2. 

g

Bounty 
Paper
Towels

17-21 Ct Pkg ... Bio-Enzyme, 
Fresh Scent With Oxi or 
Oxi Triple Chamber 
Ultra Power Paks or
43.75-50 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted43.75 50 Fl Oz Cont ... AAssorted

Arm & Hammer
Laundry
Detergent

3/$10

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

E
F
S

E

6
(
PP
(Sparkling Ice

Drinks

12-17 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

5/$5

4.4-10.5 Oz Pkg
Assorted

5/$10

AssAsAs orted

Smart Ones
Full Line
Sale!

$999

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

Coors or
Miller
12 Pack

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

YOUR
CHOICE!

$699
lb.

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... T-Bone or

Porterhouse
Steaks

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

Boneless

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

FamFFF il
3 Lbs

$299lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Grade A Fresh

Perdue 
Chicken
Drumsticks
or Thighs

Jumbo Pack99¢
lb.

Luigi Vitelli
Imported
Pasta

LLLL iiii iiii VVVVit llii Vit lli

12-16 Oz Pkg
Bow Ties, Fideos or
Assorted

5/$4

K
U
R

2
LGreen Giant

Vegetables
GGG Gi tGi t
14.5-15.25 Oz Can
Assorted

3/$2

Stove Top
Stu��ng
Mix

StSSt
6 Oz Box
Assorted

2/$3

$299
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

Breyers
Ice Cream

1.5 Qt Cont
Assorted Dairy Desserts or

$1299

mit 1 Offer.erit 1

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. 

20 Roll Pack ... 1000 Sheets or
30 Roll Pack ... Extra Soft

24 Double Roll Pack
Ultra Care

30 R3030 oll PackPa  ... Extrra Soft

Scott
Bath Tissue or

Cottonelle
Bath Tissue

hase Limit 2 Offers

 $12.99
- $2.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

With Cl b C d &d & Add’l $10 P

$1099
Final Price

YOUR
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

 $12.99
- $3.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

2
3

2
U

33

SS
B

C$12 99

Buy 2 and Save 
$3 OFF 

Each Pack.
With Club Card &

Add’l $10 Purchase.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

$99999
Final Price

Traditional or Flavored

Tyson
Rotisserie
Chicken

ea.ea.
$599

Terranova
Bastone
Bread

AssortedPerdue
Turkey
Breast

$599
lb. Sliced To Order

P
T
B

King’s Hawaiian
Rolls

$149

4.4 Oz Pkg ... 4 PackBeechwood Smoked

4
AAA

SS
F
S

Talenti
Gelato

16 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Sorbetto or

3/$1000 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

Must Buy 3.

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Nabisco
Oreo
Cookies

W

8
W

BB
P
T

Stella D’oro
Cookies
St llll DDDDD’’

4.9-12 Oz Pkg
Assorted Breadsticks, 
Toast, Sponge or

2/$4

$179
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Natural or Clear
(Excludes: Sesame Street))

Apple & Eve
Apple
Juice

$299
With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. 

10.3-11.3 Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Organic & Decaf)(Ex(( cludes: Organic c & D

Chock
full o’nuts
Coffee

2/$5

59 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
Fit & Delicious or Regular

Florida’s 
Natural
Juice

1
(((

CC
f
C

Chobani
Flips or
Greek 
Yogurt

ChCChChChCh bbbbb
5.3 Oz Cont
Assorted 

10/$10
MIX &

MATCH!

5
I

B
S
T

Thomas’
Bagels
Th ’
19-20 Oz Pkg ... 6 Pack
Assorted

3/$10

3/$6 2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3. With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

� 12.2 Oz Regular Fruit Loops
� 12.2 Oz Apple Jacks
� 12.5 Oz Corn Pops 
� 15 Oz Frosted Flakes

� 12.2 Oz Cinnamon Toast Crunch
� 11.6 Oz French Toast Crunch
� 11.8 Oz Original Cocoa Puffs
� 12 Oz Original Cheerios
� 11.25 Oz Cookie Crisp

Kellogg’s
Cereal

pppp

General Mills
Cereal

1
A

S
I
1

Quaker
Hominy
Grits

24 Oz Cont
Quick or Old Fashioned

3/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

Must Buy 3.

�
�
�
�
�

GG
C

Ocean Spray
Cranberry
Juice
Cocktail

O SS

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: 100% Juice)

2/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

Must Buy 2.

$399

23.2-29.6 Oz Box
Assorted

Eggo
Waf�es

y 2

MIX &
MATCH!

64
(E(

AA
A
J$599

� Donut House or

� Eight O’Clock
  K-Cup
  Coffee

� DDDDDonut HHouse or

12 Ct Box ... Extra Bold:
Regular or Decaf
�  DonDonnut ut ut HH

EiEi ht OO’
Assorted

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. 

dub Card

YOUR
CHOICE!

M
O

1
C

WW

Campbell’s
Tomato
Soup

C b ll’

10.75 Oz Can
Regular Chicken Noodle or

5/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

Must Buy 5.

Buy 3 Poland Spring
24 or 28 Packs & 

Receive 1 Poland Spring
Sparkling Water 6 Pack

For FREE!
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

$299lb. Sliced To Order

Yellow or White

Key Food
American

T

T
R
C

Parmgiano
Reggiano

$999

P i
Cheese of  the Month!
Store Cut ... Imported

99
Sold By The Piece

$$$
lb.

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

FFFFFamillililily Pa
3 Lbs or 

$199lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

USDA Choice Beef
Shoulder or

Top Round
London
Broil

$299lb.

G

C
Center Cut
Pork
Loin

CC t C t

Sold As Roast Only
Whole ... Boneless

$199$$$$$$$$111lb.

$799lb. Sliced To Order

Boar’s Head
SmokeMaster
Black Forest
Ham

2/$3

Hass
Avocados

$199 4/$5

Fresh
Blackberries
F h
6 Oz Cont

$199

Fresh
Carrots
F hhhhh
5 Lb Bag

$199

99

Jumbo
Cantaloupes

2/$5

Dole
Salads

5-12 Oz Bag ... 50-50 Blend, Arugula, American,
Baby Spinach, Butter Bliss, Field Greens,
Hearts of  Romaine, Italian, Premium Romaine,
Mediterranean, Spring Mix or Very Veggie or
Regular or Light Caesar Kits

MIX &
MATCH!

Romaine
Hearts

$199

3 Count Bag
California

Honeydew
Melons

2/$5

2

NatureSweet
Cherubs
N t S t

10.5 Oz Cont
Heavenly Salad Tomatoes

$299

Tropical
Mangos

4/$5

Beefsteak
Tomatoes
B f
Large

$199$$$$$$$$$$11111111111111111111111111111lb.

$299

Fresh
Blueberries or

Raspberries

6 Oz Cont

YOUR
CHOICE!

8 Oz Pkg
Whole Baby Button or
Whole or Sliced Baby Bella

Fresh

29¢
lb.

Giorgio
Mushrooms

MIX &
MATCH!

$

Green or
Yellow
Squash

G
Fresh

99¢9999999999¢¢¢¢¢¢¢
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Leafy
Green

Cabbage

ea.

4 Lb Bag

$299

Navel
Oranges

$

Tropicana
Mandarins
T i
3 Lb Bag
Easy Peel

$499

1
A

L

P
V
C
S

Tostitos
Tortilla
Chips or

TTTTTTos itittittittittitoss
9-13 Oz Bag  ... Assorted

2/$5
Salsa

pp

S lS l
15.5 Oz Jar  ... Assorted

1
F
O
U
44

A
L
DD

W

Heineken or 
Corona
6 Pack

72 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

$89999 Plus Deposit
Where Applicable.

1

O

44

A

r
erer

rr YOUR
CHOICE!

Victory Sweet Shop
Greek
Cookies

VicViViViViVi ttttttor SSSSSy Sweet St St St St St Shho

1 Lb Pkg ... Kourabie,
Melomakarona or
Classic Koulourakia

$950

$950

1 Lb Pkg
Assorted

400 Gram Pkg
Hazelnut

Victory
Sweet Shop
Baklava

Bravo
Coffee
B
1 Lb Bag

$899

$999

Papadopoulos
Caprice
Wafers

330 Gram Pkg
Assorted

P

Five Roses
Flour
Fi RR
5.5 Lb Bag

$549

2/$5

Kras
Napolitanke
Wafers

850 Gram Pkg
Assorted

95-110 Gram Pkg
Assorted

W

9
A

Apollo
Filo
Dough

AA lll
16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399

$999

Filosophy
Spiral
Pie

uy 2. 

Kinder
Joy
Chocolate
Eggs

Ki dd
20 Gram Pkg

gg

$199

$199

Milka
Chocolate

Ye

K
A

Apple
Pie

$399
AA l

24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Apple Crumb or
Regular or No Sugar Added

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Baked & Delivered
Fresh Daily From
Arthur Avenue In

The Bronx!

W

2
A

E
W

Red Baron
Brick Oven
Pizza

R d B
17.82-23.45 Oz Pkg
Assorted Classic or

2/$7


