
BY BILL PARRY
 
With less than a month to go 

before the 51 members of the City 
Council choose between eight 
candidates to replace Speaker 

Melissa Mark-Viverito, the two 
representatives from Queens, 
City Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton) and City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), broke with the 

other contenders who are mostly 
in favor of extending term limits. 

Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D-Brooklyn), one of the 
speaker candidates, introduced 
legislation last week that would 

ask voters if they would like to 
extend term limits from two four-
year terms to three terms.

Richards thinks the extension 
has merits but very little support 
among the voting public.

“I personally believe the prop-
er amount of time is three terms 
to do the job right, but I haven’t 
heard from any grassroots groups 
in my district that are calling for 
it,” Richards said.

Van Bramer was more ada-
mantly opposed to the bill during 
a NY1 candidates debate last Fri-
day. “I do not see a groundswell 
of citizens seeking a referenda,” 
Van Bramer said. “I do not see 
the impetus coming from the 
people to change this law.”

In fact, Van Bramer had gone 
on the record a day earlier when 
the bill was introduced.

“I do not support the legisla-
tion introduced today to extend 
term limits, since the public has 
already voted against doing so 
three times via public referenda. 
I was invited to co-sponsor the 
legislation to extend term limits, 
and declined. I will not be voting 
for it either,” Van Bramer said. 

Former Mayor Michael 
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BY MARK HALLUM

Political groups  opposed to the 
Independent Democratic Commit-
tee are still beating the drums of 
war against the rogue group of state 
senators after a tentative peace was 
brokered with the mainline Demo-
crats.

The IDC, which now includes 
Sens. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) was 
formed in 2011 in the hope of passing 
progressive legislation in the face of 
the conservative Republican major-
ity in Albany.

Up to 37 political action groups 
statewide signed on to a press re-
lease from progressive group No 
IDC NY  with statements accusing 
the IDC of caucusing  with the GOP, 
blocking progressive legislation and 
only agreeing to a Democratic Party 
reunification deal last week to avoid 
primary challenges.

“We do not and will not ever sup-
port a ‘deal’ that allows Jeff Klein 
and the IDC to rejoin the mainline 
conference with impunity. Turn-
coats cannot be rewarded with long 
political careers and leadership ben-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Despite promises it would be completed this 
spring, Mayor Bill de Blasio’s online bail pay-
ment system has been pushed back to 2018.

City Councilman Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest) expressed outrage over the delay af-

Online bail payment 
delayed until next year

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed off on legislation last 
week that gives the city a 
green light to build a new 
state-of-the-art pre-K center 
at the New York Hall of Sci-
ence in Flushing Meadow 

Corona Park. The pre-K 
Center, near the intersec-
tion of 111th Street and 46th 
Avenue, will be dedicated to 
science, technology, engi-
neering, art and math.

“This project will pro-
vide over 300 seats, help-
ing move our 4-year-olds 

out of trailers and into a 
new, state-of-the-art pre-K 
Center,” City Hall spokes-
woman Freddi Goldstein 
said. “We’re so excited to get 
started.”

The pre-K center will 
create a partnership be-
tween the city’s Department 

A new state-of-the-art prek-K center gets 
the green light from Gov. Cuomo to be built 
alongside the New York Hall of Science in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Courtesy M D Szerbaty Associates Architecture

Anti-IDC 
groups reject

iffy peace pact

Race for Council speaker heats up
Queens contenders Richards, Van Bramer oppose extending limit on two terms

Continued on Page 18Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 16 Continued on Page 18

Cuomo approves Pre-K Center

HO, HO, HO!

On the back of a fire truck, Santa makes his first appearance of the season in Bayside, as the anchor of the 
neighhborhood’s annual kids’ parade down Bell Boulevard. See photos on Page 10.  
 Photo by Michael Shain
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Mayor comes to Queens nabes for town halls
Blaz discusses transportation concerns, sewage issues, recent tragedy at Belle Harbor meeting

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 

led a town hall Tuesday in 
City Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park)’s dis-
trict, where he discussed 
the death of a 12-year-old 
in a fire over the weekend, 
transportation issues and 
an odorous sewage treat-
ment facility.

Thomas Curly, 12, died 
of smoke inhalation Sun-
day when the apartment 
he lived in with his family 
in Belle Harbor went up in 
flames in the early morn-
ing hours. He was a student 
in seventh grade at MS 114 
in Belle Harbor, where the 
town hall was held.

“Life was literally just 
starting out,” de Blasio 
said. “A horrible, horri-
ble thing happened. This 
school and community is 
feeling it a lot.”

One person in the audi-
ence asked why commu-
nities on the Rockaway 
peninsula do not have a 

trauma center in light 
of the fact Curly and his 
family had to be taken to 
Nassau County, the near-
est trauma center for resi-
dents of the Rockaways.

The fire was caused by 
a cigarette and the home 
had a faulty smoke detec-
tor.

De Blasio said he had 
never heard the concern 
over trauma centers before 
and could not comment at 
the time.

Audience members ap-
plauded the mayor’s sup-
port for ferries and the an-
nouncement the city has 
put in an order for larger 
vessels, which have prov-
en popular for commuters 
from the Rockaways as 
well as beach-goers on the 
weekends.

“We built these things 
so no one could take them 
away,” de Blasio said of the 
ferry service. “God help the 
future mayor who tries to 
take it away from you, and 
we chose the same price 
for the subway because we 

wanted to make it work for 
everyday people.”

The larger ferries will 
be in use in the spring.

Transit was a touchy 
subject during the town 
hall with Assembly Dis-
trict leader Lew Simon 
launching complaints 
about the A train and 
claiming the city should 

contribute its fair share to 
subway overhauls. While 
the MTA, a state agency, 
operates and maintains 
the subways, Simon said 
the system belongs to the 
city, which should pay up 
for Cuomo’s moderniza-
tion initiative.

De Blasio said he is do-
ing his part to help bring 

relief to commuters facing 
the transit crisis with the 
ferry service and Select 
Bus Service.

The audience booed at 
the mention of SBS, reflect-
ing the intense opposition 
that communities along 
Cross Bay Boulevard and 
Woodhaven showed toward 
the plan, which reduced a 
lane of traffic and forced 
people to wait in traffic for 
up to an hour during rush 
hour when it launched in 
November.

“It helps. I know you dis-
like it, but I guarantee you 
it helps,” de Blasio said, 
among the boos and mur-
murs of disagreement.

The Rockaway Waste-
water Treatment plant on 
Beach Channel Drive and 
Beach 108th Street has 
been making a stink in the 
surrounding communities 
for years, according to an 
audience member, and 
DEP Commissioner Vin-
cent Sapienza did not deny 
this was the case.

A six-year-old survey 

found specific tanks were 
emitting the odor, Sapi-
enza said. But the only 
thing the commissioner 
said could be done is more 
regular maintenance.

De Blasio urged Sapien-
za to give the community 
a better answer to the is-
sue, claiming the response 
was not “sharp” enough.
In his vague explanation 
that the system only need-
ed to be “tweaked,” Sapi-
enza was forced to contend 
with mounting cries of 
criticism.

Audience members said 
the smell had not improved 
in past five years.

“Despite the mushiness 
of his answer, [Sapienza] 
is actually very good,” de 
Blasio said, before assign-
ing the commissioner with 
the task of inspecting the 
plant himself until the is-
sue is resolved.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Mayor Bill de Blasio held an Arverne town hall with Councilman 
Eric Ulrich and discussed the death of a 12-year-old in a building 
fire over the weekend. Photo by Mark Hallum

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 

held a town meeting at 
MS 217 in Briarwood last 
week where he updated 
the community on issues 
such as street repaving 
and a new library. Moder-
ating the event was Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman (D- 
Hillcrest).

The mayor said the city 
has invested $1.67 billion 
in a long-term repaving 
plan, which included fix-
ing 43 lane miles last year 
and 35 since this summer 
at Horace Harding, Union 
Turnpike and Parsons 
Boulevard.

On Oct. 20 the mayor’s 
office announced there 
would be 21 new bus 
routes throughout the 
city, five of which would 
be within Lancman’s dis-
trict.

The mayor also said 
the city would be support-
ing Lancman’s initiative 
for an outdoor classroom 
at Willow Lake, which is 
located at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park. 

Lancman’s office has 
already invested almost 
$2 million in the outdoor 
classroom and the may-
or’s office will add addi-
tional funds to ensure the 
project gets completed. 

“We want every park 
to be great,” said de Bla-
sio. “We are going to add 
another $800,000 to finish 
it and get it done.”

Some of the pressing 
questions from civic lead-
ers involved a library, 
lighting and quality-of-
life crimes.

Rosalie Quinones, the 
vice president of Friends 
of Briarwood Library, 
grilled the mayor about 

when the construction of 
the library would begin 
to meet the needs of the 
ever-growing population 
of the area. The time line 
for the completion of the 
library is 2020. 

“When are we going to 
have a brand new library 
built to meet our needs?” 
Quinones demanded. 

Unfortunately, she did 
not get good news. 

“There are challenges 
as to what it’s going to 
take,” de Blasio said. “It 
is on our radar screen 
and we are trying to come 
up with a plan.” 

Monica Corbett took 
the mayor to task about 
lighting at Pomonok 
Houses, the large public 
housing development. 
Scaffolding was recently 
removed from the area 
after window replace-
ment finished and was a 

source of lighting at the 
NYCHA site, according 
to the Pomonok Resident 
Association president. 
The lack of lighting in the 
project has been an issue 
for a while. 

“We have been asking 
you for new windows at 
Pomonok since you were 
public advocate,” Corbett 
said. “You are now the 
mayor the second term 
in. We need lights!”

“When you walk down 
the street, it is like a black 
hole,” she added. 

The general manager 
of NYCHA said that seven 
lights were out and the 
city was in the process of 
replacing them next week. 
But that wasn’t good 
enough for Corbett, who 
said of the 660 outdoor 
fixtures there, a majority 
of them do not work. 

The mayor decided to 

send the general manager 
to Pomonok to take a tour 
with Corbett and request-
ed a budget if necessary 
to address any further 
problems that might arise 
on his visit. 

Another inquiry 
made to the mayor was 
about the recent crimes 
made in the business 
improvement districts 
within Lancman’s dis-
trict, which covers parts 
of Jamaica. 

According to an ex-
ecutive committee BID 
member, there have been 
burglaries, robberies, 
grand larcenies, and car 
thefts in the area, which 
have been driving away 
foot traffic for business 
owners and he does not 
understand what the 60 
neighborhood community 
officers in the area were 
doing. 

The mayor was quick 
to correct the committee 
member that there are 
only 35 non-commissioned 
officers in the section 
where the crimes were 
taking place, but admit-
ted while overall crime 
has dropped throughout 
the city, some areas were 
going to need more re-
sources. 

The inspector for the 
103rd Precinct said he ap-
proved 10 cameras to be 
spread near the business 
of the district, and he 
would continue to moni-
tor the situation. 

The mayor said if nec-
essary he would redirect 
more officers to area that 
need more resources. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Hizzoner updates Briarwood community on progress of new library, outdoor classroom
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Bayside auto dealers continue to park illegally
BY MARK HALLUM

Car dealerships on North-
ern Boulevard continue to 
use public parking on resi-
dential streets as auxiliary 
storage for their business 
even after a crackdown by 
the police, a civic activist 
said at Community Board 
11’s Monday meeting.

Auburndale Improve-
ment Association President 
Henry Euler announced no 
sooner than NYPD’s 111th 
Precinct had performed an 
overnight sweep in late No-
vember, towing the illegally 
parked cars, the Star Nissan 
dealership had begun put-
ting them back on the curbs 
in front of houses.

“Now the new thing is 
that they’re not parking by 
their business–Bayside Im-
ports–but they are now go-
ing into the neighborhoods 
on the south side of Northern 
and the north side of North-
ern,” Euler said. “They’re 
parking vehicles without 
plates or registration certifi-

cates on the windshield.”
Star Nissan is not the only 

dealership involved in the 
parking congestion, howev-
er. About 15 illegally parked 
vehicles were carried away 
on tow trucks from Bayside 
Imports, located at 202-01 
Northern Blvd,, alone in the 
NYPD sting in November.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said the overnight 
police sweep was in response 
to requests from his office for 
action on the parking prac-
tice, which he has rallied 
against in recent months.

Avella and community 
activist Mandingo Tshaka 
called on the city to enforce 
a zoning variance at an Oc-
tober news conference in 
which they claimed Star 
Nissan in Bayside had been 
ignoring summons despite 
collecting a series of viola-
tions and fines.

Star Nissan at 206-02 
Northern Blvd. stores well 
above the approved number 
of 70 vehicles in its lot, while 
the excess autos which do not 

fit spill out onto residential, 
curbside parking on 45th 
Road. The license plates are 
removed and the vehicles 
often create an eyesore for 
surrounding residents. The 
variance only allows for 20 
cars to be parked on the lot.

Tshaka confirmed the 
dealerships were still park-
ing on his side of Northern, 
the south side, but thay have 

also gone deeper into the 
neighborhood. He said there 
is no need for the variance 
since there is nothing unique 
about the property on which 
the dealerships sit.

The variance goes to the 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals next week regarding 
its expiration, Euler said. 
His civic association will re-
quest that if the BSA renews 

or extends the variance, it is 
only until 2021.

Tshaka argued that the 
city was ignoring issues in the 
southern, or predominantly 
black, side of Bayside divided 
by Northern Boulevard.

“It’s nothing but blatant 
racism. All along 45th Road 
here is residential, but you 
would not know it,” Tshaka 
said. “One-hundred feet 
[from Northern Boulevard] 
to the end of the corner is 
commercial, and from there 
it’s residential. You will not 
find all these car shops on 
the other side of Northern 
Boulevard.”

According to Avella, 
eight violations from the 
city Environmental Control 
Board as well as $28,000 in 
fines have not stopped the 
business from overloading 
the neighborhood with used 
cars awaiting repairs. The 
variance allowing for no 
more than 20 cars expired in 
2009, Avella said.

“As you can see, this is 
more than 20 cars. It really 

is when you think about it 
— racism. Would this hap-
pen on the other side of the 
street? No,” Avella said on 
206th Street in front on the 
dealership. “This has been 
going on since I was in the 
City Council, so now well 
over a decade that I’m aware 
of, and why can’t the city do 
something about this?”

Tshaka, who is 86, once a 
member of a pop music sensa-
tion known as the Ink Spots, 
grew up near 206th Street. 
He remembers the neighbor-
hood as always being poor 
with mainly Polish, Russian 
and African-American resi-
dents. The area was known 
as Pollack Alley.

The October news con-
ference was unexpectedly 
joined by a man associated 
with Star Nissan who stood 
on the sidelines.

When asked if he was an 
owner, he declined to give a 
straight answer.

He responded to request 
for comment with, “Why 
should I?”

Car dealerships are again illegally parking cars on residential 
streets following a tow operation by NYPD’s 111th Precinct. 

Twitter
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Queens
Newest Ballroom

Adria Hotel & Conference Center

Your Special Event 
Deserves 

A Special Place
Our newly renovated ballroom is the perfect place 

for your next catering event, 
accommodating up to 240 people.

We specialize in Weddings, 
Birthday Parties, Sweet Sixteens, Graduations, 

Communions and Quinceañeras.

For an appointment with one 
of our  Event Coordinators 
call: 718.631.5900
Email: sales@adriahotelny.com
www.adriahotelny.com 
221-17 Northern Boulevard, 
Bayside, NY 11361

Complimentary Ice Sculpture
Receive an ice sculpture, a $250 value, 

when you book a party for 100 or more guests. 
Must present this ad to redeem this offer.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Martin Van Buren 

High School in Queens Vil-
lage was one of 27 schools 
to be removed from the 
struggling school list, ac-
cording to New York State 
Education Commissioner 
MaryEllen Elia.

The so-called Prior-
ity School List includes 
schools that were either 
struggling like Van Buren 
or persistently struggling 
for multiple years.

“These schools are 
working hard to collabo-
rate with stakeholders to 
address the needs of their 
students, and the results 
so far are promising,” Elia 
said. “At the same time, 
we must remain mindful 
that only sustained and 
accelerated progress in 
these schools can create 
the level of progress nec-
essary for us to meet our 
goals for all of New York’s 
children.”

Schools on the list have 
three years to get off it by 
meeting the performance 
requirements for English 
Language Arts and math-
ematics, according to the 
state Education Depart-
ment. 

Martin Van Buren, 
which is located at 230-17 
Hillside Ave., was desig-
nated a renewal school in 
2014. 

Schools that were re-
moved on the list  had to 
have a combined ELA and 
math performance index at 
or above of 62.5 for the 2016 
to 2017 school year, accord-
ing to the department. 

The NYSED also re-
quire high schools to have 
a four-year graduation 
rate of 60 percent.

A report for the 2016-
2017 school year showed 
Van Buren had a four-
year graduation rate of 67 
percent compared with 55 
percent for the 2014-2015 
school year when it land-
ed on the list. 

Martin Van Buren also 
received the highest score 
in the borough for its de-

monstrable improvement 
score among the schools 
coming off the list, with a 
100 DI.  

City Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña was 
proud of the schools that 
came off the list, which 
also included August Mar-
tin High School (83 DI), 
PS 111 (73 DI) and Flush-
ing High School (63 DI) in 
Queens. 

Many parents attrib-
uted Van Buren’s past 
struggles to former Prin-
cipal Marilyn Shevell, ac-
cording to insideschools.
org. In 2012, her last year 
at the school, Martin Van 
Buren received an “F” in 
the school environment 
category, which is based 
on student attendance and 
surveys with them, their 
parents and teachers. 

Helen Young, the 
school’s PTA president, 
said that during Shevell’s 
tenure she cut Advanced 
Placement classes and 
limited the after-school 
programs as well as peer 
mediation groups.  Young 
said these cutbacks led 
to low school spirit and a 
poor morale. 

In February 2012 there 
was a rally to have Shevell 
removed. 

Under new Principal 
Sam Sochet, a former sci-
ence teacher at Cardozo 
High School and an assis-
tant principal at Thomas 

Edison High School, the 
graduation rate increased 
from 46 percent in 2012 to 
67 percent in 2017. 

Since joining Martin 
Van Buren specialized 
programs in pre-med, 
pre-law, pre-nursing, ro-
botics, and engineering 
have  been added to the 
school, according to in-
sideschools.org, and 78 
percent of ninth-grade 
students are on track to 
graduate in four years as 
indicated by the school’s 
Quality Snapshot Report. 

More than 130 students 
at the school were sched-
uled to take part this week 
in the third annual na-
tionwide College March, 
where they were to drop 
off their college applica-
tions at a mailbox as fel-
low students, teachers, 
and community leaders 
cheered them on.  

“College March is a 
great way to congratulate 
our hardworking seniors 
for getting their college 
applications in on time 
and it can inspire the rest 
of the school, knowing 
that with hard work, they 
can meet their college 
and career goals,” said 
MVB Guidance Counselor 
Christine Stamberg. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Martin Van Buren off 
list of struggling schools

 Martin Van Buren High School in Queens Village is off the priority 
status list.  Photo by Michael Shain
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Group home approved
Former Douglaston rectory to be used to house disabled adults

BY MARK HALLUM

Community Board 11 
approved the proposal for a 
new group home in Doug-
laston to assist people in the 
community who are devel-
opmentally challenged with 
life skills to live independent 
and productive lives.

CB11 approved the mo-
tion to allow Services for the 
UnderServed to operate out 
of a former rectory  at 45-14 
245th St. owned by St. An-
astasia with a nearly unani-
mous vote and will assist 
eight individuals with day-
to-day living.

“People get training 
everyday on how to take 
care of their home, how to 
take care of themselves and 
how to become productive 
citizens in the community,” 
Doris Figueroa, senior vice 
president of developmental 
disabilities services at SUS, 
said. “We try to keep [the 
residents] with the com-
munity. Their families are 
from Queens. We try not to 
relocate them if there’s not a 
need.”

SUS has several simi-
lar facilities across the city. 
Figueroa said the eight resi-
dents are being moved from 
another facility that is larg-
er, but lacks some of the ac-
cessibility standards needed 
for the residents.

About $450,000 will be 
spent renovating the for-
mer church annex since the 
building will need to be made 
more accessible to people 

with special needs, including 
upgrades to the kitchen, bed-
rooms and doorways. SUS is 
currently in lease negotia-
tions with St. Anastasia, but 
hopes to be in operation with-
in a year to serve four men 
and four women from other 
parts of the borough.

The facility is about 3,000 
square feet with two floors.

Although the motion 
passed CB11’s Group Homes 
and Community Facilities 
Committee unanimously, it 
was met with some criticism 
from board member Stephen 
Pivawer, who had wanted 
a more senior leader in the 

organization to attend the 
Monday meeting. He also re-
quested SUS provide finan-
cial reports to the commu-
nity board showing what the 
funds for the organization, 
which comes from the state, 
are used for.

Pivawer voiced concerns 
over funds going only to sala-
ries and not to the people liv-
ing in the facility.

“He’s looking at the fi-
nancials, he’s looking at the 
tax returns and asking how 
much money goes to sala-
ries, which is public record,” 
Steven Myricks, director of 
Facilities Administration, 

said. “But what I don’t think 
he takes into account is how 
much money it takes to take 
care of an individual who 
can’t take care themselves.”

Myricks explained the 
facility will have to hire a 
variety of specialized staff 
to care for the residents on a 
24/7 basis.

He said the main public 
concern regarding facilities 
for the mentally challenged 
stems from the Willowbrook 
State School scandal in 
which a Staten Island facil-
ity for intellectually disabled 
individuals was exposed by 
reporters for keeping resi-
dents in extremely negligent 
conditions.

U.S, Sen. Robert Kenne-
dy, in the 1960s, once toured 
the Willowbrook facility and 
described overcrowded and 
filthy conditions in which 
residents were forced to live.

Hepatitis A outbreaks 
were common in Willow-
brook. At its height, Willow-
brook housed 6,000 residents 
with a capacity of only 4,000.

Willowbrook was closed 
by the early 1990s.

“Everybody said, ‘No, 
humans can’t live like this.’ 
And that’s when they started 
giving awards and funding 
to not-for-profits to provide 
smaller environments where 
they can actually integrate 
back into the community, 
have better services and bet-
ter care,” Myricks said.

The Douglaston facility 
will be subject to yearly state 
inspections.

Community Board 11 approved the proposal for a new group home 
in Douglaston.                 Google Earth

Whitestone helps 
family of ill infant

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Whitestone com-
munity has pulled togeth-
er to help the family of a 
sick newborn. 

Five-month-old Stevie 
Skaats was born with a 
rare, debilitating genetic 
disease that has forced 
him to spend the last 150 
days in the hospital. Par-
ents Ann and Steve, life-
long Whitestone residents, 
were able to bring Stevie 
home but according to Ste-
vie’s grandmother Maria, 
the family is now prepar-
ing for another trip to the 
hospital in the upcoming 
weeks. 

A GoFundMe page 
started in November by 
Ann’s sister, April Leavy, 
has already raised $15,000. 
On the fund-raising page 
Leavy wrote that the fami-
ly is thrilled to have Stevie 
home again but expenses 
are piling up.

“Along with Stevie 
came a host of medical 
equipment for breathing 
and eating as well as the 
requirement for in-home 
care by a registered nurse 
for 20 hours per day,” she 
wrote. “Ann had to stop 
working to keep up with 
Stevie’s care and coordina-
tion of an upcoming medi-
cal stay in Canada.”

Leavy asked that fam-
ily and friends  to pitch in 
to help relieve the family’s 
financial strain. 

“No one will judge how 
much, how little or even 

if you are able to donate,” 
she said on the page. “Do-
nations can even be anony-
mous if preferred.  Every-
one has their own issues. 
I was hoping together we 
can make Ann, Steve, and 
Stevie’s a little easier.”

The fund-raising 
gained traction after Al 
Centona, vice president of 
the We Love Whitestone 
civic group, was contacted 
by Stevie’s grandmother, a 
former member of the civic 
association, who asked if 
he could spread the word.

“We figured we could 
help by posting their story 
on the association’s Face-
book page and emailing 
it to people in order to get 
the word out, especially 
around the holidays,” 
Centona said. “So far the 
response has been good. 
We’ve gotten a lot of mes-
sages and calls.”

Centona said the out-
pouring of support is not 
surprising, he added, and 
said some people have even 
offered to help the family 
directly since GoFund Me 
takes a percentage. 

“The Whitestone com-
munity as always steps 
up in these situations,” he 
said. “The family has been 
grateful and appreciative 
and has promised to keep 
us updated on the prog-
ress.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST AND MENU ONLINE: 
WWW.JORDANLOBSTERBROOKLYN.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!

/4

JORDAN’S MARKET
OPEN FOR THE HOLIDAYS

5AM TO 7PM

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and members 
of Friends of Brinckerhoff 
Colonial Cemetery called 
on the owner of the neglect-
ed   landmark to sell the 
land to the neighborhood 
preservation group.

The colonial burial 
ground, located at 182nd 
Street and 73rd Avenue in 
Fresh Meadows,   has 77 
graves, with the last per-
son buried there in 1872. 
The owner originally 
paid $105,000 in 2010 and 
 planned on building two 
houses on the property, but 
after it was landmarked in 
2012 she was   not able to. 

After a successful 
bid to get the cemetery 
landmarked, Avella and 
Friends of Brinckerhoff 
said they approached the 
Parks Department about 
buying the land, but the city 
agency refused. In 2015, af-
ter efforts from Avella and 
the preservation group, 
Borough President Katz 
allocated $180,000 to buy 
the land back from owner 
Le Dan Cai of Linda’s Cai 
Trading. 

Despite everything be-
ing in order, the owner 
pulled out at the last min-
ute. Avella claims it was be-
cause the city reversed its 
initial decision and inter-
fered by offering $400,000 
for the land. 

Avella said the city’s in-
terference was disrespect-
ful to Friends of Brinck-
erhoff, a nonprofit,  which 
worked hard to negotiate 
the fair price of $180,000. 

“I think the owner got 
wind of city wanting to ob-
tain the property,” he said. 
“Instead of selling it at 70 
percent profit — remem-
ber they only paid $105,000 
for the land —  they’re go-
ing to get a huge windfall 
from the city of New York. 
This was the opposite of 
what we were told would 
happen.  In my opinion the 
city helped destroy nego-
tiations. Three years later 
we’re still trying to get 
this done.”

Avella said ultimately 
he just wants the property 
to be handled as quickly 
as possible. The land is 
not currently maintained, 
with overgrown plants and 
garbage. Neighbors call it 
an eyesore and just want it 
to be taken care of. 

“We need to have this 
piece of property obtained 
by either the city or the non-
profit so it can be turned 
into the great landmark 
that it is,” Avella said. “I  
find it unconscionable that 
the city would wind up pay-
ing the property owner, 
who obviously neglected 
this property for years, a 
huge windfall of maybe 300 
to 400 percent.  That should 
not be allowed, that’s tax-
payer dollars, so we need to 
resolve this.” 

Avella said he believes 
because the city is plan-
ning on buying it, City Hall 
is avoiding issuing viola-
tions.  He said the property 
owner has to be maintain 
the property just like every 
property owner in the city 

“They’re just looking 
the other way.” he said. 

Avella said the city has 
just delayed progress with 
its interference and forced 
neighbors to live with an 
unkempt lot with no end in 

sight. 
“Shame on anybody 

who interfered with the 
process and stopped the 
community ftom purchas-
ing this property at a rea-
sonable rate as opposed to 
years down the line,” he 
said. “All of this could have 
been done by now.”

In a statement the city 
said it was in the process 
of finalizing an application 
from The Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure to 
purchase the property. 

“We have received 
funding allocations from 
Council Member Lancman 
and the borough president 
towards the acquisition 
of the Brinckerhoff Cem-
etery Site,” the statement 
said. “Parks is currently 
finalizing the ULURP ap-
plication to formally file 
it with the Department 
of City Planning to com-
mence the ULURP public 
review process and obtain 
approval for the city to ne-
gotiate the purchase of the 
property.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Avella asks owner to sell 
Brinckerhoff Cemetery

State Sen. Tony Avella is calling on Brinckerhoff Cemetery’s 
owner to sell the landmarked cemetery to a local preservation 
group. Photo by Gina Martinez
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Saturday, December 5 
Sunday, December 6 
Saturday, December 12 
Sunday, December 13 
Saturday, December 19

Santa & Elf
Sunday, December 10  10am – 5pm

Saturday, December 16  10am – 5pm

Sunday, December 17  10am – 5pm

Come 
to Bay 

Terrace for 
the following 

free events 
throughout the 

Holiday Season!

Menorah 
Lighting

Sunday, December 17  6pm

BY BILL PARRY

A police investigation has 
determined threats against 
three Queens schools last 
week turned out to be an 
Internet hoax, Detective 
Thomas Bell of the 104th Pre-
cinct’s Community Affairs 
unit said in a brief statement 
Thursday morning.

“The NYPD through an 
investigation identified the 
individual responsible for the 
threats made to local schools 
in the area via social media,” 
he said. “The individual re-
sponsible was determined 
to be a minor. There are no 
credible threats to any local 
schools at this time.”

The NYPD began investi-
gating violent threats made 
online last Friday against 
schools in Maspeth, Middle 
Village and Elmhurst. An 
Instagram posting warned 
of future shootings at PS 58 
in Maspeth, known as the 
School of Heroes, the Middle 
Village Preparatory Charter 
School and St. Adalbert Cath-
olic Academy in Elmhurst as 
well.

“Safety is our top prior-
ity and we are closely moni-
toring the situation,” city 
Department of Education 
spokeswoman Miranda Bar-
bot said. “The NYPD is con-
ducting an investigation and 

we are providing the school 
(PS 58) with additional safety 
support.”

The NYPD would not 
provide details of its inves-
tigation, but in a letter to the 
parents of students at PS 58 
sent out last Friday, Princi-
pal Adelina Valastro-Tripoli 
wrote that NYPD School 
Safety and the NYPD Coun-
terterrorism Unit were im-
mediately notified.

“We are monitoring the 
situation and will continue 
working closely with the 
NYPD to ensure the safety 
and security of our build-
ing,” Valastro-Tripoli  said. 
“We assure you that every 
precaution will continue to 
be taken to ensure that our 
students and staff will re-
main safe.”

The principal at the 
125-year-old St. Adalbert’s 
Catholic Academy, Sister 
Kathleen Maciej, also sent 
a letter last Friday to par-
ents, faculty and staff at her 
school.

“Immediate contact 
was made with the 110th 
Precinct and the dioc-
esan superintendent,” she 
said. “The police from the 
110th Precinct responded 
promptly and began their 
investigation. The policy of 
the diocese is to cooperate 
with the police and take our 

direction from them.”
Maciej said an investiga-

tion by the 104th Precinct 
was also underway since 
the information was made 
known by individuals with-
in the boundaries of their 
precinct.

“There was no immi-
nent danger to anyone to-
day,” she wrote. “The po-
lice informed me that they 
would be contacting me on 
the procedures they would 
take to ensure the safety of 
everyone.”

Adding to concerns of 
parents in the three neigh-
borhoods is the upcoming 
fifth anniversary of the 
shootings at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in New-
town, Conn. Twenty stu-
dents, between the ages of 
6 and 7, and six adults were 
shot and killed by 20-year-
old Adam Lanza with an 
AR-15 assault weapon and 
two handguns Dec. 14, 2012.

“It’s the same time of 
year and copycat crimes 
are commonplace these 
days,” community leader 
Christina Wilkinson said. 
“You can’t take any threat 
too lightly.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Three boro schools targeted 
by online hoax threats: PD

PS 58 in Maspeth is one of three area schools threatened with violence on social media in a case 
that the NYPD is currently investigating.
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Christmas chimes on Bell Boulevard
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

One of several Santas is chauffeured down Bell Boulevard during the Bayside 
Christmas Parade.

The littlest cheerleaders from Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrement school on 203rd Street have something to shake their pom-poms 
about. Santa is riding in a truck right behind them.

Under rainy skies, the annual parade kicks off on Bell Boulevard with the NYPD 
Marching Band.  

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng brings her niece to the parade. Kids from PS 41 rush to catch up to their classmates.

Rockin' around the Christmas tree just 
before the lights go on. 

Watching the parade go by, a shopper keeps her dog calm during 
all the tumult.  

Peter Vallone (c.), the former City Council president and father 
of Bayside Council member Paul Vallone, is in the crowd with his 
wife and grandson. 
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WE TAKING LENDING PERSONALLY.

Federally Insured by NCUA

discover 
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at QsideFCU.org

At Qside, our members are people, not processing numbers. 
By borrowing from a community credit union, you not only get 
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for paying off your loan.

Mortgages  |  Home Equity Loans & HELOCs  |  Auto Loans 
Boat, Motorcycle & RV Loans  |  Signature Loans  |  Secured Loans 
Holiday & Vacation Loans  |  Visa Credit Cards

Flushing man pleads guilty to hate crimes
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Flushing man has 
pleaded guilty to two hate 
crimes after telling police “I 
don’t like Chinese people,” 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. 

Korean national Key S. 
Lee, 35, pleaded guilty to two 
counts of second-degree rob-
bery as a hate crime in con-
nection with two separate at-
tacks on Chinese women who 
were robbed and assaulted 
last year. 

DA Brown said that in 
pleading guilty Lee had ad-
mitted to attacking two Asian 
women because of his hatred 
for Chinese people. 

“The defendant, who is 
Korean, spotted each woman 
when she was alone in pub-
lic and pounced upon them 
- punching them in the face 
and then stealing their cash 
and credit cards,” he said. 
“This kind of bigotry and 
hate are not acceptable in a 
civilized society and will not 
be tolerated in Queens Coun-

ty. The defendant’s guilty 
plea is another example of 
our refusal to accept this type 
of behavior.”

According to the charges, 
on Jan. 27, 2016 Ling Chou was 
cleaning snow from her car 
following a snowstorm when 
she noticed the Lee standing 
on a nearby corner smoking 
a cigarette. Chou ignored Lee 
and continued to clear the 
snow on her car, but when 
she opened the back door, 
Lee suddenly rushed her and 
pushed her into the back seat, 
the charges said. Lee covered 
her body with his and closed 
the door behind him, then be-
gan repeatedly punching her 
in the face. Lee then grabbed 
her purse, stealing a credit 
card, her ID and $2,000 in 
cash, then he fled the scene, 
the charges said. 

When Lee was shown 
surveillance video of the in-
cident, the complaint said, 
he admitted to police that he 
was the attacker and that he 
had robbed Chou. Lee also 
said he was angry after an 

argument with his wife and 
that he used to work as a cab 
driver and the majority of 
his customers were Chinese. 
“I wanted to fight someone 
because the Chinese people 
were rude and smoking in 

the car...I wanted to pick a 
fight and that is when I saw 
one female cleaning snow 
and we made eye contact,” 
Lee told the police, according 
to the complaint.

Lee said he became even 

more angry when he made 
eye contact with Chou and 
said he “couldn’t take it any 
more. I decided she’s the one. I 
started beating her,” the com-
plaint said. 

 Brown said the second at-

tack took place a few weeks lat-
er on Feb. 10, 2016. Lee spotted 
Ziao Feng as she was walking 
to her apartment building and 
he pounced on her, the charg-
es said. Lee began punching 
Feng’s face and then ran off 
with her handbag, which con-
tained her credit cards, ID 
and about $2,000 in cash, the 
charges said. 

The DA said Lee told po-
lice he was driving home 
when Feng cut him off in 
traffic and failed to signal, 
so he followed her.  When she 
parked her car, he continued 
to follow her on foot and then 
attacked her. He told officers, 
“I don’t like the Chinese and 
I went to Flushing to look for 
Chinese people,” Brown said. 

Lee’s sentencing is sched-
uled for Dec.18 when he faces 
five years in prison to be 
followed by five years’ post-
release supervision. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Flushing resident Key Lee faces five years in prison after pleading guilty to two hate crimes last 
year.  Photo by Michael Shain



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
10

, 2
01

7
12

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

East Elmhurst caught off guard by LGA construction
BY BILL PARRY

Residents of East 
Elmhurst and parts of Jack-
son Heights were surprised 
last week as heavy equip-
ment and construction crews 
working for National Grid 
began a massive construc-
tion project with no notice. 
National Grid is updating 
the gas infrastructure in 
the area from Ditmars Bou-
levard and 100th Street to 
Astoria Boulevard and 95th 
Street.

“As soon as neighbors no-
tified us about the work that 
was being done in a particu-
lar area of East Elmhurst 
without proper notice, we 
immediately reached out to 
National Grid seeking an-
swers,” state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“It is vital that when com-
panies plan to undertake 
aggressive projects in a com-
munity such as the one tak-
ing place, they should make 
it a priority to notify every 
single household that will be 

affected by the work.”
A spokeswoman for Na-

tional Grid said the multibil-
lion-dollar gas main installa-
tion work began in October 
and was expected to be com-
pleted this coming winter.

“The work is necessary 
to make sure the national 

gas system is safe and reli-
able for our customers and 
communities and resilient 
in case of extreme weather,” 
she said. “National Grid is 
committed to keeping our 
customers and communities 
informed by sending notices 
and meeting with local stake-

holders, distributing notices 
door-to door to homes and 
businesses along the route 
and our outreach continues 
as the project progresses.”

Community Board 3 was 
informed of the $3 billion 
natural gas pipeline upgrade 
project in June, but National 

Grid failed to inform CB3 of 
a start date.

“In this case they failed 
since informing the com-
munity board is clearly not 
enough,” Peralta said. “My 
constituents woke up one 
morning and saw the con-
struction crews taking over 

their streets, and this is un-
acceptable. I hope this situ-
ation does not occur again, 
here in East Elmhurst, or 
anywhere else.”

Homeowners in the 
neighborhoods surround-
ing LaGuardia have been 
inconvenienced for years 
with heavy traffic volume 
on residential streets and 
the loss of curb-side parking 
to employees at the airport. 
This has been compounded 
as the massive reconstruc-
tion project got underway 
at LaGuardia Airport with 
thousands of construction 
workers flooding the area. 

“We understand that con-
struction can be an inconve-
nience. Our pledge is to com-
plete the project safely, while 
minimizing any disruption 
to homes and businesses,” 
the National Grid spokes-
woman said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

East Elmhurst and Jackson Heights residents are caught by surprise when National Grid began a pipeline construction project around 
LaGuardia Airport. Photo by Bill Parry



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, D
EC. 10, 2017

13

Holiday 

Gift Cards 

Available!

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON ENJOY YOUR MEAL WITH 

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this Christmas Eve 
and/or Christmas Day with you!

Let our family serve your’s! 

TRADITIONAL 
HOLIDAY MENU

Our Regular/Children’s Menu
WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE

— F I L L I N G  U P  Q U I C K LY—

DINE WITH THE 

O’NEILL’S
CALL FOR RESERVATION AT

718.672.9696
HOLIDAY MEALS TO GO

Enjoy culinary convenience and great 
homemade taste this Christmas Eve and/or 

Christmas Day with our Holiday meals.
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY OR 
VIRGINIA HAM

Served with all the Trimmings
Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

INDIVIDUAL DINNER 4–6 PEOPLE $135
5–9 PEOPLE 10–14 PEOPLE 15–20 PEOPLE $375

ADDITIONAL SIDES HALF TRAY ADDITIONAL SIDES PIES $15

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community Staple 
Since 1933

64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH, NY 11378

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR NEW YEARS EVE & NEW YEARS DAY FESTIVITIES

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

December 17th  Brunch with Santa 11am
CHRISTMAS EVE - Sun., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Mon., Dec. 25

Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Sun., December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats, 
and DJ playing all night long!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Offi ce Functions Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability

FREE VALET PARKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BO R R O W  F R O M  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

Forest Hi l ls —  p :646.569.3600    71-15 Aust in  Street ,  Forest  H i l l s ,  NY 11375
Garden City — p:516.248.4868    2131  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Garden Ci ty  Park,  NY 11040
     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rd e n C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  M i neo l a ,  N Y  11501
P lea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
10

, 2
01

7
16

July 19, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 11UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

A CNG Publication

BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

ter the new April 2018 
deadline was announced 
last week by Elizabeth 
Glazer, the director of the 
Mayor’s Office of Crimi-
nal Justice, at a Fire and 
Criminal Justice com-
mittee hearing. Lancman 
said this marks the third 
time the city has failed to 
meet its own deadline for 
an online payment sys-
tem. 

The councilman said 
the city first announced 
plans for the online bail 
payment system in No-
vember 2016 and said it 
would be available sys-
temwide by spring 2017. 
By June the online bail 
payment system still had 
not launched and the ad-
ministration said “we 
expect that the contract 
will be signed shortly and 
that online bail payments 
will be live in the coming 
months.” 

A few months later in 
October 2017 the payment 
system still had not taken 
effect and the Wall Street 

Journal reported the may-
or’s office was predicting 
it would be introduced by 
year’s end.

Finally this week 
Glazer announced a new 
2018 deadline.  

Lancman said the de-
lays affect people strug-
gling to get out of jail and 
is adding to the growing 
incarceration problem in 
New York City. 

“It is a profound dis-
appointment that the de 
Blasio administration 
has once again failed to 
meet its own deadline 
to have the online bail 
payment system up and 
running,” he said. “Too 
many New Yorkers are 
stuck on Rikers Island 
solely because the pro-
cess to pay bail is such a 
nightmare. The city’s in-
ability to bring the bail 
payment process into the 
21st century is only add-
ing to the problem of un-
necessary and expensive 
incarceration.”

According to Ben Sar-
le, a spokesman for the 
mayor, the city is firing 
on all cylinders to reduce 
the number of people in 

jail. Sarle said the delay 
was caused in part by 
efforts to make the sys-
tem more effective and 
available to everyone. 
He also pointed out that 
de Blasio’s  actions have 
resulted in a historically 
low jail population and 
the number of people de-
tained on bail of $2,000 or 
less has fallen by 36 per-
cent since 2013. 

“The online bail proj-
ect required the city to 
modernize an antiquat-
ed system that suffered 
through lengthy periods 
of under-investment by 
prior administrations, 
and some aspects of the 
procurement process took 
longer than expected,” he 
said. “We will have ki-
osks in all the boroughs, 
which will allow people 
who don’t have access to 
the Internet at home, to 
simply go to a kiosk to 
post bail immediately and 
not have to take off a day 
of work to do so.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Online bail
efits,” Susan Kang of No IDC 
NY. “The grassroots momen-
tum will support only one so-
lution in regards to creating 
an effective and functional 
Democratic Senate majority: 
beat IDC at the ballot box. 
Strong primary challengers 
are rising as we speak in all 
eight IDC districts, and we 
believe strongly that IDC 
members will lose their pri-
maries next year. We encour-
age the mainline Democrats 
to follow our lead and support 
the anti-IDC challengers.”

A letter from the state 
Democratic Party called on 
IDC officials to form an al-
liance  to take two available 
seats and rejoin the main 
party in order to establish a 
majority. If they declined, the 
letter said they would face 
stiff opposition in the next 
election cycle.

“TrueBlueNY is forging 
ahead to support real Demo-
crats in primary challenges 
to the IDC, regardless of deals 
made by the state party. These 
eight people should not be in 
state government, no matter 

how they are aligned,” says 
Mia Pearlman.

The IDC leader, Sen. Sen. 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx), re-
sponded to the Democratic 
Party letter welcoming the 
notion of reuniting as long as 
the Dems agreed to help the 
IDC achieve its goals.

“Since its very inception 
the IDC has worked to move 
the Senate out of dysfunc-
tion to advance progressive 
policies,” Klein said in a state-
ment. “We are ready to move 
forward, provided any final 
agreement between Demo-
crats is based on the legisla-
tive agenda that we put forth 
on May 22, which includes: 
the Reproductive Health 
Act, the Dream Act, Genda, 
protecting Title X funding, 
public campaign finance, 
single-payer health care and 
the Comprehensive Contra-
ceptive Coverage Act. We are 
eager and ready to be part of 
a Democratic coalition that 
could proudly and publicly 
state what its legislative posi-
tions are going into the 2018 
session.”

But Claire Ullman of Rise 
and Resist, a gender rights 
group, claimed the IDC has 
financial interests which pre-

vent it from actually pursu-
ing the goals it champions.

“This deal makes the 
Democratic Party hostage to 
the whims of the IDC, which 
can threaten to take its mar-
bles and go home to Flanagan 
anytime it wants to throw its 
weight around. The IDC, in 
turn, is beholden to the real 
estate lobby that is the source 
of so much of its funding. It is 
hard to see how progressive 
legislation can come out of 
this distorted and corrupted 
alliance.” 

 Sen. John Flanagan (R-
L.I.) is the Senate majority 
leader.

Rise and Resist and True-
BlueNY have made headlines 
in the past year for organiz-
ing loud opposition to  Avella, 
Peralta and other IDC offi-
cials. Two rallies have 

Avella said last week 
the IDC would remain in 
autonomous existence, but 
would operate in coalition 
with the Democratic Party. 
The members will contin-
ue to caucus among them-
selves, however, he said, 
making clear that despite 
rumors to the contrary the 
IDC does not caucus with 
Republicans.

Continued from Page 1 

IDC
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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of Education and the New York Hall of 
Science on programming and students 
will be frequent visitors to the mu-
seum, using it as a learning lab. The 
center will be built upon a parking lot 
adjacent to the Hall of Science on what 
is public parkland.

 In April, Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz urged the city to 
seek the necessary approval from the 
state Legislature pursuant to the Pub-
lic Trust Doctrine, which establishes 
that parks and other natural resources 
should be preserved for public enjoy-
ment and that alienation of parkland 
must be authorized by the Albany 
body. State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) and state Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona) drafted the 
legislation in June  that Cuomo signed 
into law Nov. 30.

“The city received the necessary 
legal approval from the state Legis-
lature to utilize the public parkland 
in Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
which currently houses the New York 
Hall of Science due to a similar alien-
ation granted decades ago,” Katz said. 
“Proceeding otherwise would have 
set a dangerous precedent. The use 
of public parkland must go through 
proper channels, even by the city of 
New York. The action effectively cre-

ates hundreds of new pre-K seats with 
STEM curriculum, and it was critical 
to follow the proper procedure of the 
public trust doctrine in the interest of 
protecting public parkland from unfet-
tered development.”

Peralta applauded Cuomo for sign-
ing his bill into law, which will help al-
leviate the chronic school overcrowd-
ing that has plagued his district for 
decades. The facility’s 306 seats elimi-
nates nearly 60 percent of the neigh-
borhood needs.

“It is unthinkable that in 2017 New 
York City children are learning in 
classrooms trailers, and this is why the 
construction of a state-of-the-art pre-K 
school next to the Hall of Science in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park will 
benefit the community,” Peralta said. 
“We are talking about the use of one 
acre of parkland, which is currently a 
parking lot. More than 300 new seats 
in a space that is used for cars will now 
be available for children from Corona, 
which is one of the most overcrowded 
areas in the entire city of New York.”

Construction is expected to be com-
pleted in 2020. The city will allocate $20 
million for park-related improvements 
and it will come up with an acre of park-
land in return taking for the parcel next 
to the New York Hall of Science.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Pre-K Center
Bloomberg  pressured 
then Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn to force 
an extension on term 
limits in 2008 in a 
move that may have 
cost her in a failed 
mayoral bid in 2013.

“I support term 
limits and believe the 
proper length in the 
Council is in fact three 
terms, as I myself will 
have the opportunity 
to serve,” Van Bram-
er said. “However, 
this conversation 
should not be driven 
in the context of the 
speaker’s race. Any 
future change must 
come from the people 
and take place after a 
lengthy public debate. 
I stand opposed to any 
move to overturn the 
democratic will of the 
voters of New York 
City.”

There was another 
moment during the 
NY1 debate where 
Van Bramer stood 

out from the crowd of 
eight candidates. City 
Councilman Corey 
Johnson (D-Manhat-
tan) asked him how he 
could support  seven-
day service at public 
libraries in the face of 
potential massive fed-
eral funding cuts by 
the Trump adminis-
tration.  Van Bramer, 
the current majority 
leader and chairman 
of the Council’s Cul-
tural and Libraries 
Committee, had a re-
tort.

“Few things are 

as important in these 
times as public librar-
ies when immigrants 
are under assault 
from Donald Trump. 
We as a city need to 
value these institu-
tions that are really 
on the front lines 
of protecting immi-
grants, especially the 
undocumented,” Van 
Bramer said. “The 
truth is the last time 
our libraries were 
open seven days a 
week were during the 
Depression because 
New Yorkers under-

stood libraries were 
at their most valuable 
when people were 
going through the 
toughest of times.”

The future speaker 
needs to secure at least 
26 votes when the race 
is decided Jan.3

Meanwhile, U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), 
the chairman of the 
Queens Democratic 
Party, is far more in-
volved in this speak-
er race, than in 2014, 
with 32 votes report-
edly already pledged 
to him. A source 
close to the Queens 
County Democrats 
said “everyone is 
doing their due dili-
gence to make sure 
the right person is 
getting the right 
support.”

There is no indica-
tion who Crowley will 
support for Speaker.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Speaker

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (l.) and Donovan 
Richards are among eight canidates jockeying to re-
place Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito next month. 

Photos by Michael Shain
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