
BY BILL PARRY

The Ridgewood Reservoir  
on the Queens/Brooklyn bor-
der will be preserved after the 
New York State Historic Review 

Board voted unanimously this 
month to add the 50-acre natu-
ral oasis to the New York State 
Register of Historic Places. 
Elected officials, community 
boards and environmental ex-

perts joined forces to have the 
site designated as a wetland 
preserving it from developers 
for future generations.

NYC H2O, a nonprofit that 
educates people about New 

York’s water system and ecol-
ogy, wrote and submitted the 
reservoir’s  successful Historic 
Register application for New 
York State that is now pending 
approval for the National Regis-
ter with its listing expected in 
April. As part of its mission, the 
organization has brought more 
than 3,000 Queens and Brook-
lyn students on Water Ecology 
and Engineering Field Trips to 
the reservoir since 2014.

“The Ridgewood Reservoir 
is a majestic place that deserves 
to be listed on the National 
Historic Register as a cultural 
and ecological treasure to be 
discovered by generations to 
come,” NYC H2O Founder and 
Executive Director Matt Mali-
na said during his Dec. 7 testi-
mony in Albany. “In the course 
of bringing a new generation of 
New Yorkers to visit and expe-
rience the site, we realized that 
we had become stakeholders in 
advocating for its preservation. 
The support of elected officials, 
community leaders and organi-
zations has been critical to pre-
venting its demolition and in 
advocating for its future.”
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After just two years in Brooklyn, the New York Islanders are moving back — just barely — to Nassau into a new 
arena to be built next to Belmont Park. Gov. Cuomo, along with Billy Joel and team captains John Tavares (l.) and 
Cal Clutterbuck, announces the deal.  Photo by Bruce Adler 

HOME SWEET HOME

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A rally in honor of Yang Song, 
a Chinese woman who died  fol-
lowing a police raid of a Flushing 
massage parlor, was held Sunday 
in front of the 109th Precinct on 
Union Street. 

The rally was organized by 
women’s support groups Sex 
Workers Project and Support 
Ho(s)e Dec. 17,  International 
Day to End Violence Against Sex 
Workers. The Sex Workers Proj-
ect was joined by the Queens 
community in demanding jus-
tice for Yang Song, who died in 
November when she fell three 
stories trying to escape the po-
lice when the 40th road massage 
parlor she worked in was raided 
by the NYPD Vice Squad.  

According to police, officers 
attempted to apprehend 38-
year-old Song during a raid and 
when they attempted to gain 
entry to the third f loor apart-
ment, she fell out the window 
and landed on the sidewalk. Po-
lice said Song died in New York 
Presbyterian Hospital Queens 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio attempted to hit the reset 
button with Queens residents who rose up against 
his administration’s attempt to covert the Maspeth 
Holiday Inn Express into a homeless shelter during 
the summer of 2016. 

Mayor, Holden converse,
turn page on shelter protest

BY BILL PARRY

A Woodhaven man was 
awarded the New York State 
Senate Liberty Medal dur-
ing a ceremony at St. Mark’s 
AME Church in Jackson 
Heights Saturday.

Jorge Munoz, the founder 

of An Angel in Queens Foun-
dation, an organization that 
delivers free home-cooked 
meals to those in need for 
more than a decade, was 
presented the medal, which 
is the highest civilian honor 
that an individual can re-
ceive by the New York State 

Senate.
“Jorge and his family have 

been handing out free meals 
to day laborers and homeless 
New Yorkers beneath the 7 
train in Jackson Heights for 
many years,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “I experienced first-

An Angel in Queens founder Jorge Munoz 
(l.) hands out home-made meals on 
Roosevelt Avenue with state Sen. Jose 
Peralta. Courtesy Peralta’s office

Protesters rally 
after woman dies 

in police raid

Reservoir will be preserved
Ridgewood’s natural landmark to be added to Register of Historic Places
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Woodhaven man honored
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, D
EC. 24, 2017

3IDC releases study on effects of ‘zombie homes’
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Two Independent Demo-

cratic Committee members 
released an in-house report 
claiming Queens is experi-
encing a foreclosure crisis 
alongside dropping proper-
ty values as some banks act 
as “nightmare neighbors”in 
some communities. 

State Sens. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and Jose Peral-
ta (D-East Elmhurst) found 
that five banks oversee “di-
lapidated” foreclosed prop-
erties across the city which 
contribute to about $54 mil-
lion in depreciation to sur-
rounding homes.

The report, “Nightmare 
Neighbors: How Badly 
Maintained Homes Dam-
age Neighborhoods,” found 
Queens had the highest 
number of bank-owned 
homes with standing viola-
tions.

“The mortgage crisis 
wreaked havoc across my 
district and the rest of the 
state and the country, a tsu-
nami that left an adverse ef-

fect in so many of our hard-
working and immigrant 
communities,” Peralta said. 
“Foreclosed homes became 
eyesores in our neighbor-
hoods when banks failed 
to maintain their proper-
ties, not only affecting the 
property values but also 
creating health and public 
safety risks. Banks have to 
be accountable, and this is 
why financial institutions 
should face stiffer penalties 
in order for us to stop the de-
spair of our communities.”

In Queens, 50 of 155 prop-
erties owned by institutions 
such as US Bank, Wells 
Fargo, Bank of New York 
Mellon, Morgan Stanley 
and Wilmington had up to 
576 open violations with the 
city Housing, Preservation 
Development Dept. and city 
Department of Buildings.

“Queens is unfortunate-
ly all too familiar with the 
damage done to communi-
ties by poorly maintained 
bank-owned houses. In my 
district alone, I seem to be 
in contact with the Sanita-

tion, Buildings, and Health 
departments monthly to 
ask for their help cleaning 
up some of these properties. 
Residents are growing tired 
of these bank-owned proper-
ties that lower the quality 
of life in our communities. 
New Yorkers deserve better. 
Shame on these financial in-
stitutions for allowing this 
to happen to our New York 
communities,” Avella.

About 8,000 properties 
have been affected by the 

foreclosed homes with an av-
erage $6,368 loss in value to 
homeowners across the city, 
the report claims. Around 
2,864 of the properties af-
fected were in Queens with 
an average property value 
of $481,769 and a deprecia-
tion loss of about $17,940,775 
borough-wide. 

According to a release 
from the IDC officials, the 
breakaway Democratic 
group led the charge in an 
effort to give government 

agencies the ability to levy 
fines of up to $500 per day on 
 banks allowing properties 
to fall into disrepair.

Known as “zombie 
homes”, the state Depart-
ment of Financial Services 
now keeps a registry of such 
properties, the release said.

Mobilization for Justice, 
a Manhattan-based orga-
nization which offers legal 
services to low-income New 
Yorkers, praised the study.

“As an organization 
dedicated to preserving 
New York communities, 
Mobilization for Justice 
 applauds the Senate for 
examining the detrimen-
tal impact on New York 
communities caused by 
the failure of financial in-
stitutions to maintain the 
properties they hold,” said 
Linda Jun, senior staff at-
torney at Mobilization for 
Justice. “To advance the 
stability of New York neigh-
borhoods and protect them 
from harm, there must be 
greater accountability for 
these financial institu-

tions. Mobilization for Jus-
tice strongly supports the 
IDC’s recommendations 
to increase registration, 
penalties, inspections, and 
enforcement to ensure that 
financial institutions no 
longer allow their proper-
ties to fall into disrepair.”

The IDC and mainline 
Democrats have warring 
over reunification in recent 
weeks as the Democratic 
Party offered an ultimatum 
to the renegade officials 
led by state Sen. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx): if IDC members 
do not form a coalition the 
Democratic Party to take 
two seats in a special elec-
tion, they will be met with 
primary challenges.

The IDC was formed in 
2011 and allied itself with 
the Republicans to pass leg-
islation as the Democratic 
Party lost the majority in 
Albany.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s visit to Flushing for a 
town hall event last month, 
members of Olde Towne of 
Flushing Burial Ground 
Conservancy are hoping 
they are closer to getting the 
cemetery properly restored. 

Conservancy member 
Beverly Riley called on the 
mayor to rescue Old Towne 
Burial Ground at 45th Av-
enue and 165th Street after 
years of periodic neglect. She 
requested his help to speed 
up the restoration process 
so that pedestrians would 
stop confusing the cemetery 
inside the public park as a 
place where they can walk 
their dogs.

The ground served as 
a burial site for more than 
1,000 African-Americans 
and Native Americans in 
the 1800s. In the 1930s, Parks 
Commissioner Robert Mo-
ses redeveloped the site into 

a playground. Mandingo 
Tshaka, a Bayside activ-
ist and founder of the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial 
Ground Conservancy, has 
been fighting for official rec-
ognition for the cemetery for 
over 10 years. 

Tshaka and former 
Councilman John Lui (D-
Flushing) worked to pre-
serve the site and in 2004, 
then Borough President 
Helen Marshall and Lui 
allocated $2.667 million 
in funding for improve-
ments, which included a 
recreated historic wall 
engraved with the names 
from the only four head-
stones remaining there 
from 1919. New trees and 
shrubs were planted along 
with a newly installed tod-
dler’s playground. In 2006, 
the site was reclaimed and 
reopened by the city Parks 
Department and the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial 
Ground Conservancy.

According to conser-
vancy member Robbie Gar-
rison, all the cemetery has 
is a poorly placed sign on 
the gate that indicates it is 
a burial ground, but right 
next to it are signs that tell 
the public how they are to be-
have in a public park, send-
ing the wrong message. The 
conservancy said it simply 
wants the Parks Department 

to allow available funding to 
be used to install the proper 
memorial, such as head-
stones, so that people in the 
neighborhood can recognize 
it as a cemetery and keep 
their dogs away from the 
grounds.

A meeting was recently 
held at Borough President 
Melinda Katz’s office to ad-
vance talks about design and 
seek additional funding. De 
Blasio promised the conser-
vancy he would try to make 
sure there was enough mon-
ey in the city’s budget to get 
it done, telling Riley at the 
town hall meeting he would 
send a representative to the 
meeting and would follow up 
on the progress.

“I want to achieve your 
goal,” he told her  “I’m inter-
ested in resolving the issue, 
so I would like to draw up 
a plan. I want to know how 
much money it will take to 
make this right and I want a 
time line.”

Conservancy members, 
Queens Parks Commission-
er Dotty Lewandowski, Nick 
Gollata from the mayor’s 
office and a representative 
from Peter Koo’s office at-
tended the meeting in Bor-
ough Hall.

According to Garrison, 
at the meeting the Parks 
Dept. showed the design 
for the burial ground it had 
submitted to the design 
commission, which she 
said the conservancy had 
not seen before.   Garrison 
said the design people did 
not like it so Parks said it 
would come back within six 
to eight weeks with a new 
design that everyone could 
agree on. De Blasio’s repre-
sentative was insistent that 
they would have to move 
forward with the project, 
the said. 

The next day the conser-
vancy traveled to Albany to 
submit Olde Towne to the 
State Historic Preservation 

Office and the board voted 
unanimously to have the 
cemetery listed. 

Garrison said she was 
happy the register recog-
nized the cemetery and it 
was a step in the right di-
rection that might inspire 
Parks to take her group 
more seriously. 

“We were able to convince 
the State Historic Preserva-
tion Office” she said. “We 
commend them for doing the 
right thing. It’s the 10 year 
anniversary of the recovery 
and, of course, it goes back 
further than that. We just 
believe the place deserves 
more respect, It should not 
be treated like a park.”

Garrison said Katz said 
she wanted to get this proj-
ect finished before her sec-
ond term is over. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Two IDC officials issue a report claiming a heavy economic impact 
from “zombie homes” is plaguing Queens. Photo by Mark Hallum

Members hope to restore Flushing burial ground

Parks officials held a meeting 
at Borough President Melinda 
Katz’ office to discuss the fu-
ture of Olde Towne of Flushing 
Burial Ground, located at 45-12 
165th St.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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RKO Keith’s theater’s future up in the air again 
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Reconstruction of Flush-
ing’s RKO Keith’s theater 
may be delayed once again.  

The historic theater, 
located at 135-35 North-
ern Blvd., was purchased 
by Xinyuan Real Estate, 
a China-based real estate 
developer and property 
manager, for $66 million 
in August 2016. Xinyuan, 
the fifth developer to try 
to convert the abandoned 
theater, has plans to build a 
16-story condominium with 
269 units, while preserving 
the landmarked grand foyer 
and ticket lobby. The build-
ing will stand at just over 
189 feet and the landmarked 
ticket lobby and grand foyer 
will be the entry for the 
condo.

Xinyuan has two other 
major projects in New York 
City: the real estate compa-
ny is currently developing a 
condo in Hell’s Kitchen and 
wrapped up construction 
on the heavily anticipated 

Williamsburg condo called 
the Oosten project. 

In May, the city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission approved renova-
tion plans for the theater.  
The long-awaited project 
was slated to begin remov-
ing the historic material 
this past June and the de-
molition of the non-land-
marked parts of the sur-
rounding building were 
set to start in October.  But 
there are reports the proj-
ect has been stalled and 
it is not known yet if the 
April 2020 finish date still 
stands. 

According to a report 
from The Real Deal, a real 
estate website, Xinyuan 
recently dismantled the 
team running its U.S. de-
velopment arm, XIN Devel-
opment. XIN turned over 
management of three New 
York City projects to Kuafu 
Properties, a four-year-old 
development firm backed 
by Chinese private equity. 
Current declines in the 

condo market are said to 
affect the reconstruction of 
RKO Keith’s, the site said. 
A broker who worked with 
Xinyuan told Real Deal “the 
project is stalled and there 
are landmark issues,” 

In November, Forest 
Hills resident Richard 
Thornhill created the 
petition “Save the RKO 
Keith’s theater in Flushing 
Queens” on change.org di-
rected at Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and 

Xinyuan Real Estate.  The 
petition quickly met its 
2,500 signature goal.

On his petition Thornhill 
wrote that preserving RKO 
was important because it is 
one of two atmospheric the-
aters left in Queens. He said 
Xinyuan Real Estate has no 
plan for public access to the 
landmarked lobby.

“We are not asking 
Xinyuan Real Estate to 
give up the performance 
space, but understand that 
a functional restored the-

ater with the character and 
beauty of a RKO would at-
tract more people to the 
area and could be a profit-
able venture,” the petition 
continued. “So please sign 
this petition to save the 
RKO Keith’s Theater before 
one of our great buildings 
is gone forever.”

Last week Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
sent a letter to the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
claiming the new condo-
minium planned at the site 
of the theater is too tall and 
that developers received ap-
proval for it through deceit. 
In his letter Kim writes that 
he believes that this is a 
precarious situation as the 
site is dangerously close to 
current flight paths. The 
maximum height FAA al-
lows is 195 feet above sea 
level, but according to Kim, 
this condo will be 210 feet 
above sea level.

“This is a significant 
safety hazard for low-fly-
ing planes in the neighbor-

hoods of my district, which 
are located directly be-
tween LaGuardia Airport 
and John F. Kennedy Inter-
national airport,” the as-
semblyman said. “The pro-
posed building in question 
will be directly in line with 
incoming flight paths.”

Thornhill who is cc’d on 
the letter to the FAA, said 
he is tired of being misled 
by developers. 

“Since the ‘80s devel-
oper after developer has 
come to the site of the for-
mer RKO and broken prom-
ises, deceived the people of 
Queens, and have put the 
area as well as it’s people in 
danger,” he said. “I know 
that the best solution is to 
restore the theater under 
the watchful eye of the city 
so these continuing prob-
lems can end once and for 
all.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Condo plans for RKO Keith’s theater in Flushing may be stalled.



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, D
EC. 24, 2017

5

Come Celebrate 
New Year’s Eve

Sunday December 31st
DJ and Dance floor

Dinner Specials
Kitchen Open until 2am

64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH, NY 11378

New Year’s Day Brunch
FREE VALET PARKINGCALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 718-672-9696

$13.95 
Includes One  

Complimentary Drink

$26.95 
2 Hours of Unlimited Sangria, 
Mimosas, Bloody Mary, Beer & 

Cocktails with brunch
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Guilty pleas in bank job
Four New Yorkers were behind ‘movie-like’ heist in Rego Park

BY BILL PARRY

Four men have pleaded 
guilty to blow-torching their 
way into the Maspeth Fed-
eral Savings Bank branch 
in Rego Park, and another 
bank in Brooklyn in the 
spring of 2016, making off 
with more than $5 million 
in cash, jewelry, collectibles 
and other valuables form 
vaults and safety deposit 
boxes, U.S. officials said last 
Friday. 

Michael Mazzara, 
Charles Kerrigan, Anthony 
Mascuzzio and Christopher 
Kerrigan formed the crew 
that used acetylene torches 
to cut into the top of the 
banks’ vaults from the roofs 
of the buildings, according 
to the criminal complaint 
file dby the U.S. attorney’s 
office in Manhattan.

At the Maspeth Federal 
Savings Bank branch, locat-
ed at 64-19 Woodhaven Blvd., 
sometime between May 19 to 
the 22 , the four men shielded 
their activities from view by 
constructing a plywood shed 
on the roof of the bank. The 
burglars then entered the 
vaults from above and took 
cash belonging to the bank 
and broke open customers’ 
safe deposit boxes, stealing 
the valuables inside, accord-
ing to the indictments. 

An employee of the bank 
discovered the hole when 
opening the premises July 
23 and called the NYPD.

Surveillance footage cap-
tured some of the gangs’ ac-

tivities as they prepared for 
and executed the burglaries. 
Financial records and video 
surveillance also showed 
Mazzara and Mascuzzio 
purchasing some of the sup-
plies that appear to have 
been used in the Queens 
burglary, federal prosecu-
tors said.

At the time of their ar-
rests in July 2016, then-po-
lice Commissioner William 
Bratton likened the burglar-
ies to scenes from the movie 
“Heat,” calling the crews’ 
plan “well organized, me-
ticulous and elusive to law 
enforcement.” The 1995 Mi-
chael Mann-directed film 
starring Al Pacino and Rob-
ert de Niro follows a group 

of professional bank robbers 
who unknowingly leave a 
clue for investigators.

The crew robbed an 
HSBC branch in Borough 
Park, Brooklyn, from April 
8-10, 2016

All four defendants plead-
ed guilty at separate Man-
hattan federal court hear-
ings and will be sentenced 
later this year, according to 
prosecutors. Mazzara and 
Mascuzzio of Brooklyn and 
Kerrigan from Staten Island 
face maximum sentences of 
10 years apiece while Ker-
rigan, from Brooklyn, is fac-
ing a maximum sentence of 
20 years.  He pleaded guilty 
to one count of witness re-
taliation while on pre-trial 

release, in connection with 
the assault of an individual 
whom he believed had pro-
vided information regard-
ing the burglaries to the FBI 
and the NYPD, the Manhat-
tan U.S. attorney’s office 
said.

“Like a scene from a 
movie, these defendants 
used blow torches to cut into 
bank roofs, and subsequent-
ly vaults and safety deposit 
boxes, to steal more than $5 
million in cash and custom-
er valuables,” Acting U.S. 
Attorney for the Southern 
District of New York Joon 
H. Kim said. “But the scene 
in court today was of guilty 
pleas under oath and the 
prospect of real-life prison.”

Four men are awaiting sentencing after they pleaded guilty to robbing the Maspeth Federal Saving 
Bank branch in Ozone Park and another bank in Brooklyn in 2016. The crew constructed a plywood 
shed on the roof of the Woodhaven Boulevard location and used acetylene torches to  to cut into the 
bank’s vaults. Photo by Michael Shain 

Vallone expands 
senior car service

BY MARK HALLUM

Seniors in northeast 
Queens now have established 
free transportation to link 
them up with the services 
they require, such as visiting 
senior centers, physicians 
and running errands.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) an-
nounced expansion of the 
program after it was re-
launched in early November 
in partnership with Selfhelp 
Clearview Senior Center, at 
208-11 26th Ave., and Four 
Two’s car service. The Senior 
Transportation Program will 
now serve all of Queens as an 
alternative to Access-A-Ride, 
which has been problematic 
for users in the past.

“When I launched this 
program, I hoped that it 
would grow and expand be-
yond just northeast Queens, 
and now that is starting to 
become a reality. Seniors in 
our city, many of who live on 
fixed incomes, are already 
faced with enough hardships 
such as rising property taxes, 
costs of living and stagnant 
funding for critical services. 
The last thing they should 
have to worry about is how 
they’re going to get to the doc-
tor,” said Vallone. “This pro-
gram has proven to provide 
our seniors with an alterna-
tive transportation option 
they need and deserve.

Popularity and demand 
brought back the program, 
originally launched as a pilot 
in April 2017, which sought to 
alleviate the transportation 

setbacks often felt by the el-
derly population in the trans-
portation deserts of northeast 
Queens.

“Continued support from 
government is key to en-
abling older New Yorkers to 
stay connected to the com-
munities they call home. Our 
transportation program, in 
partnership with Four Two’s, 
will help address one of the 
most significant challenges 
faced by older residents of 
Queens – the lack of acces-
sible and reliable transporta-
tion in parts of our city,” Self-
help spokeswoman Sandy 
Myers said. “Further, our 
Virtual Senior Center will 
bring connections, learning 
opportunities, and a link to 
the digital world through live 
and interactive classes on our 
platform. We look forward to 
the continued success of both 
programs and thank our 
partners in government for 
their ongoing support.”

According to Vallone, 
the service is for people 
on a fixed income and who 
face financial trouble from 
rising property taxes and 
living expenses.

The service requires se-
niors to apply for the service 
by filling out demographic 
information, creating an 
emergency contact and by 
calling Clearview Senior 
Center at 718-224-7888 be-
tween 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. to 
schedule their rides for the 
following day and provide 
their name, address, phone 
number, time of pick up and 
their destination.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

as a result of severe inju-
ries to her head and body. 
According to police, the 
incident is still under in-
vestigation. 

But her family, who 
traveled from China fol-
lowing her death, believe 
police were responsible 
for Song’s death.

Song’s mother attended 
the rally and in Chinese 
she told protesters that 
she does not believe her 
daughter jumped from 
the building by herself. 
Song’s mother and broth-
er were considering their 
legal options but said they 
were not letting up until 
Song gets justice. 

The Sex Worker Project 
called her death “yet anoth-
er horrific example of the 
daily violence and injus-
tice faced by sex workers 
around the world” and that 
her death “highlights the 
undeniable harm caused by 
criminalization and dan-
gerous ‘rescue tactics’ em-
ployed by law enforcement 
that conflate sex work and 

human trafficking.” The 
protestors stressed that 
people in the sex trade are 
workers, parents, neigh-
bors and friends navigating 
complex circumstances to 
survive and support their 
families.

Song’s family said that 
weeks before the raid 
Song was being harassed 
by a plainclothes officer. 
Song allegedly went to the 
109th Precinct to point 
out her harasser and was 
approached by officers to 
be an informant regard-
ing illegal massage par-
lors but she declined. Her 
brother said he received 
an anonymous letter from 
someone who claimed to 
be a close friend of Song’s 
claiming she had been 

robbed by undercover 
officers and wrote that 
her death was not an ac-
cident. The family also 
disputes claims that Song 
committed suicide. Her 
relatives said the win-
dow from Song fell did not 
have a place where she 
could stand and she also 
had recently purchased a 
plane ticket to travel back 
to China to visit. 

At the rally people held 
up signs that read “Jus-
tice for Yang Song!” The 
Sex Workers Project said 
the rally was a call for an 
end to NYPD’s terrorizing 
of vulnerable communi-
ties and accountability for 
predatory practices which 
they said include profiling, 
street harassment, raids 
and extortion. The group 
also called for an end to 
criminal legal responses to 
“save” trafficking victims, 
such as Human Trafficking 
Intervention Courts and 
other misguided diversion 
models.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Protest
The reservoir was built 

in 1859 to supply the inde-
pendent city of Brooklyn 
with drinking water that 
came from streams in 
Queens and Nassau coun-
ties. After New York City 
switched to reservoirs in 
the Catskills in the 1950s, 
the Ridgewood Reservoir 
was decommissioned and 
drained in 1989, becom-
ing a lush and dense for-
est which is now home to 
more than 150 species of 
birds.

“The New York State 
Historic Review Board’s 
unanimous decision to 
place the Ridgewood Res-
ervoir on the New York 
State Register of Historic 
Places is a major victory 
for the reservoir, the sur-
rounding community and 
individuals who come to 
enjoy what nature has cre-
ated there,” state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) said. “Now the res-
ervoir will be preserved 
for generations to come. 
NYC H2O has been instru-

mental in showcasing the 
reservoir’s natural beauty, 
historical significance to 
Queens and Brooklyn, and 
its function as an educa-
tion asset to thousands of 
students.”

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz praised 
the decision.

“The Ridgewood Reser-
voir was an engineering 
marvel in the 19th centu-
ry and merits recognition 
as a landmark in urban 
history, engineering his-
tory and environmen-
tal history,” Katz said. 
“The reservoir offers 
insight into the environ-

mental history of Brook-
lyn, Queens and Nassau 
County, and as such is an 
invaluable opportunity to 
study nature.”

State Assemblyman 
Michael Miller (D-Wood-
haven) called the listing 
wonderful news and a 
great victory for the com-
munity and area activ-
ists.

“Had you asked me in 
2007 if I’d still be advocat-
ing for the Ridgewood Res-
ervoir in a decade, I prob-
ably would have laughed, 
given my firm conviction 
that the value of preser-
vation should have been 
plainly obvious to any-
one visiting it,” Friends 
of Ridgewood Reservoir 
Community Organizer 
Rob Jett said. “The re-
cent recognition as a his-
torically significant site 
confirms what so many 
people believed for so long 
and gives the Ridgewood 
Reservoir crucial protec-
tions.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Reservoir

The Ridgewood Reservoir is 
now listed on the New York 
State Register of Historic 
Places preserving the 50-acre 
site for future generation. 

Courtesy NYC H2O

Protesters rally in honor of 
Yang Song, who died during a 
raid last month in Flushing. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

July 19, 2015
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

The mayor appeared at 
a town hall meeting at PS/
IS 113 in Glendale Monday 
night hosted by outgoing 
City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale), 
the two-term incumbent who 
lost her bid for re-election to 
civic leader Robert Holden 
by just 137 votes on Nov. 8.

“I want to just say to this 
community that we want to 
restart and have a dialogue 
with this community and 
figure out a way forward to-
gether in the spirit of the sea-
son,” de Blasio said. We want 
to sit at the table, start over, 
to figure out how we can ad-
dress this problem the right 
way and work with the com-
munity on solutions.”

Holden, who led nightly 
protests outside the Mas-
peth Holiday Inn Express for 
nearly four months and was 
highly critical of the city’s 
plans for a homeless shelter 
in Glendale in 2014, had been 
invited by the mayor’s office 
to attend but he had already 
committed to a speaking 
engagement at the Middle 
Village Property Owners 
and Residents Association 
scheduled at the same time. 
A resident of Cooper Avenue, 
Joy Huber, asked the mayor 

about his “flippant com-
ments” following Holden’s 
election and whether the two 
could work together.

Although Crowley had 
defeated Holden with nearly 
64 percent of the vote in 
September’s Democratic pri-
mary, the Queens GOP gave 
him its Republican party 
line, which the registered 
Democrat for more than 44 
years ran on and captured 
more than 8,400 votes. In 
post-election comments to 
reporter, de Blasio said of 
Holden that “he’s obviously 
a Republican and we don’t 
share values and I’ll try to 
work with him, although I 
suspect we won’t see eye to 
eye on most issues.”

The two men held a tele-
phone conversation Monday 
and the mayor had a decided-
ly different tone in his answer 
to the Glendale resident.

“I made very clear I will 
certainly work with the new 
council member,” de Blasio 
said. “I have worked with 
people from the other party, 
the Republican party, in the 
Council for a long, long time 
productively. I expect this to 
be a productive relationship, 
too. Look, if my comments 
seemed flippant, it may be 
because we’re in a rather agi-
tated moment in history, and 
a lot of us are feeling very 
strongly about the bigger is-

sues about the two parties. 
But that does not mean, on 
the day-to-day issues affect-
ing the community, that we 
don’t have to put that aside.”

Holden thought the con-
versation was a step in the 
right direction.

“It was very good. The 
mayor called me and con-
gratulated me on my victory 
and I congratulated him on 
his victory and joked that 
mine was a little closer than 
his,” Holden said. “He said 
that he has worked well with 
Republicans in the past and I 
explained I’m not really a Re-
publican, it’s more complex 
than that. He said I like your 
tone and let’s turn the page 
and find common goals.”

Holden was also invited 
to meet de Blasio at Gracie 
Mansion later this month.

Another major topic 
during the town hall meet-
ing was the controversial 
Select Bus Service program 
that began last month along 
Woodhaven Boulevard. 
There were several com-
plaints from the audience 
about heavy traffic along the 
corridor.

“We are learning as we 
go is the honest truth. We 
can make adjustments,” 
de Blasio said. “We need to 
keep fine-tuning to make 
sure it works best for the 
community.”

Continued from Page 1 

Town hall

hand the altruistic work he 
does every night of the year 
by distributing home-cooked 
meals to many people in 
need. He began his mission 
on a 2004 summer night by 
bringing food to a laborer 
who was hungry. The follow-
ing night he fed eight New 
Yorkers, and since then vol-
unteers, his family and him 
have been distributing free 
dinners to more than 120 
hungry people very single 
night of the year.”

Peralta presented Munoz 
with his medal after helping 
him distribute meals with 
him on Roosevelt Avenue 
last week.

“It’s an honor to award 
Jorge for all of his philan-
thropic efforts with the state 
distinction,” Peralta said. 
“He is a real angel, a true-life 
superhero under the elevat-
ed tracks of the 7 train. He 

is an inspiration to all. Lots 
of people are able to eat a hot 
meal every night thanks to 
this Angel of Queens.”

The New York State Lib-
erty Medal is not Munoz’s 
only honor. He was awarded 
the Presidential Citizens 
Medal by President Barack 
Obama, was named one of 
CNN’s Heroes in 2009, and 
he was presented with the 
Order of Congress in the De-
gree of Knight by the Senate 
of Colombia and he was also 
a TimesLedger Ambassador 
Award honoree in Novem-
ber.

“It is truly an honor to 
be recognized by Senator 
Peralta,” Munoz said. “He is 
a person who fights for im-
migrants and hard-working 
families. I deliver food every 
night to dozens of people in 
need, but Senator Peralta 
reaches more people through 
his work as a legislator. To re-
ceive this prestigious medal 
from him, it is wonderful.”

Meanwhile, Peralta 

joined the NYPD and the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve Toys 
for Tots at the Queens Center 
mall last Friday and distrib-
uted more than 3,000 toys to 
schools, family shelters, and 
community and faith-based 
organizations as part of his 
annual toy drive.

“We organize this toy 
drive every year to give back 
to the community and to en-
sure children in need have 
a reason to be happy about 
during the holidays,” Peralta 
said. “As many parents go 
through difficult times and 
can not afford to buy a toy for 
their kids, I hope these gifts 
bring a little joy to them.”

Other associations that 
will distribute the toys to 
children in need include the 
LeFrak Tenants Associa-
tion, Catholic Charities and 
Elmcor Youth Activities.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Munoz
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