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BY BILL PARRY

To hear Astoria’s elected 
officials and community 
leaders tell it, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and the state Depart-
ment of Transportation gave 
the neighborhood and western 
Queens a giant gift just in time 
for the holiday season. By the 
end of the year, large tractor 
trailer trucks will no longer 
be detoured onto Astoria’s lo-
cal streets as they come off the 
Triborough Bridge and will 
instead remain on the Grand 
Central Parkway to the Brook-
lyn Queens Expressway.

“It’s great to finally see 
our full vision for a truck-free 
Astoria Boulevard realized,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria), who has tried to solve 
the problem since 2004, said. 
“When I passed the law over a 
decade ago allowing trucks to 
stay on the highway between 
the Triborough Bridge and the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway, 
the state still needed to create 
enough clearance so the big-
gest trucks could fit under the 
overpasses. With this fix now 
being implemented, Astorians 
can breathe easier that our air 
will be cleaner, traffic will be 
reduced and the unbearable 
noise and damaged streets to At a raucus news conference, Gov. Cuomo — with Billy Joel at his side — announces that the New York  

Islanders hockey team is builidng a new arena next to Belmont Park by 2020.    Photo by Bruce Adler

BY MARK HALLUM

The New York Islanders are 
moving back to Nassau County 
with a new arena that will ben-
efit fans in both Long Island 
and Queens.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo made 
the announcement at Belmont 
Race Track with singer Billy 
Joel; Howard Zemsky, com-
missioner of the Empire State 
Development Corp.; and a 
small group of Islanders fans 
Wednesday.

“To me today is personal. I 
grew up in eastern Queens just 
a few miles from here,” Cuomo 
said. “The Islanders were the 
Long Island hockey team, that’s 
what the Islanders were... When 
they left and went to Brooklyn, 
Long Island lost something. It 
was sad because they were so 
much a part of the identity, the 
culture and the character of 
Long Island... They left a hole 
in the heart of Long Island.”

The Islanders moved from 
Long Island in 2015 to begin 
playing at Barclays Center, be-
cause of an expiring lease at 
Nassau Coliseum and financial 
trouble, which Cuomo said was 
a strain on fans from outside 
the city and from Queens. The 
Islanders have the worst atten-
dance in the NHL.

The new stadium will hold 
18,000 fans and will be situated 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
A wake and funeral arrange-

ments have been set for Desiree 
Gibbon, a woman who was 
raised in Hollis and was slain 
on a trip to the Caribbean island 
of Jamaica. 

The wake was scheduled 

this Friday at Dalton’s Funeral 
Home on 125 Hillside Ave. in 
New Hyde Park from 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.. The 
funeral will be the following 
day at Incarnation Church and 
Catholic School at 89-43 Francis 
Lewis Blvd. in Queens Village, 
where she attended kindergar-

ten through eighth grade, ac-
cording to her mother, Andrea 
Cali-Gibbon. The funeral starts 
at 9:30 a.m..

The wake, funeral arrange-
ments and return of the 26-
year-old’s body was paid for 
from contributions made to the 

Funeral for slain Hollis traveler

Desiree Gibbon       Facebook Continued on Page 52

Highway fi x
ends Astoria

truck problem

Isles to call Belmont home
Gov. Cuomo, NHL announce new arena complex by horse race track
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Music mogul Russell Sim-
mons, a Hollis native, contin-
ues to deny all accusations 
that he committed rape and 
sexual assault, allegations that 
prompted the New York Police 
Department to open an investi-
gation last week. 

Four women have accused 
Simmons of rape, and several 
others allege that he sexually 
harassed them, groped them 
or tried to rape them. The ac-
cusations range from the early 
1980s to 2016. 

Simmons, 60, is the founder 
of the hip-hop label Def Jam 
Recordings, and he recently 
stepped down from his Rush 
Communications business 
and Rush Philanthropic Arts 
Foundation, which donated to 
nonprofit groups and schools 
throughout Queens. His foun-
dation supported schools like 
PS 171 in Long Island City and 
MS 226 in South Ozone Park. 
The Rush Gallery School sends 
art teachers from his organiza-
tion to help art galleries at the 
schools, according to rush-
philanthropic.org. 

The day before the investi-
gation was opened, Simmons 
vehemently denied the accu-
sations in a statement to The 
New York Times, referring to 
“grievances” by “former busi-
ness, creative and romantic 
partners.”

“The presumption of inno-
cent until proven guilty must 
not be replaced by ‘Guilty by 
Accusation,’” Simmons said.

After the police an-
nounced their investigation, 
Simmons started a #NotMe 
campaign on the social me-
dia platform Instagram. He 
said his campaign was not a 
counter to the #MeToo move-
ment, which was started to 
help people come forward 
with their personal experi-
ence of rape, sexual harass-
ment and assault, but as a 

way to defend himself.
“It’s just a statement about 

my innocence,” he said.
Before the investigation 

was begun, six women had lev-
eled accusations against Sim-
mons. That number has grown 
to about a dozen.

He was accused of a 1983 
rape by Sheri Hines of the hip-
hop group Mercedes Ladies. 
He was also accused of rapes in 
the 1990s by singer Tina Baker, 
whom he managed in the 1980s; 
Drew Dixon, a music executive 
at Def Jam Recordings; and 
music journalist Toni Sallie. 
The women made their accusa-
tions in statements to The New 
York Times and the Los Ange-
les Times. 

Some accusers have said 
that attacks took place after 
Simmons claimed to have 
found spiritual enlightenment 
through the practice of yoga, 
which he ascribed to in the 
mid-1990s. He opened a yoga 
studio in 2016.    

Natashia Williams-Blach, 
an actress who accused Sim-
mons of trying to force her to 
perform oral sex in 1996, when 
she was 18, told the Los Ange-
les Times, “There’s a part of 
his psyche that proclaims and 
believes that there is some-
thing very righteous about 
how he lives his life, and it’s 
almost like the truest form of 
delusion.”

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
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BY BILL PARRY

Four men have pleaded 
guilty to blow-torching their 
way into the Maspeth Federal 
Savings Bank branch in Rego 
Park, and another bank in 
Brooklyn in the spring of 2016, 
making off with more than $5 
million in cash, jewelry, col-
lectibles and other valuables 
form vaults and safety deposit 
boxes, U.S. officials said last 
Friday. 

Michael Mazzara, Charles 
Kerrigan, Anthony Mascuzzio 
and Christopher Kerrigan 
formed the crew that used acet-
ylene torches to cut into the top 
of the banks’ vaults from the 
roofs of the buildings, accord-
ing to the criminal complaint 
file dby the U.S. attorney’s of-
fice in Manhattan.

At the Maspeth Federal Sav-
ings Bank branch, located at 64-
19 Woodhaven Blvd., sometime 
between May 19 to the 22 , the 
four men shielded their activi-
ties from view by constructing 
a plywood shed on the roof of 
the bank. The burglars then 
entered the vaults from above 
and took cash belonging to the 
bank and broke open custom-
ers’ safe deposit boxes, stealing 
the valuables inside, according 
to the indictments. 

An employee of the bank 
discovered the hole when open-
ing the premises July 23 and 
called the NYPD.

Surveillance footage cap-
tured some of the gangs’ ac-
tivities as they prepared for 
and executed the burglaries. 
Financial records and video 
surveillance also showed Maz-
zara and Mascuzzio purchas-
ing some of the supplies that 
appear to have been used in 
the Queens burglary, federal 
prosecutors said.

At the time of their arrests 
in July 2016, then-police Com-
missioner William Bratton lik-
ened the burglaries to scenes 

from the movie “Heat,” calling 
the crews’ plan “well orga-
nized, meticulous and elusive 
to law enforcement.” The 1995 
Michael Mann-directed film 
starring Al Pacino and Rob-
ert de Niro follows a group of 
professional bank robbers who 
unknowingly leave a clue for 
investigators.

The crew robbed an HSBC 
branch in Borough Park, 
Brooklyn, from April 8-10, 2016

All four defendants pleaded 
guilty at separate Manhattan 
federal court hearings and 
will be sentenced later this 
year, according to prosecu-
tors. Mazzara and Mascuzzio 
of Brooklyn and Kerrigan 
from Staten Island face maxi-
mum sentences of 10 years 
apiece while Kerrigan, from 
Brooklyn, is facing a maxi-
mum sentence of 20 years.  He 
pleaded guilty to one count 

of witness retaliation while 
on pre-trial release, in con-
nection with the assault of an 
individual whom he believed 
had provided information re-
garding the burglaries to the 
FBI and the NYPD, the Man-
hattan U.S. attorney’s office 
said.

“Like a scene from a movie, 
these defendants used blow 
torches to cut into bank roofs, 
and subsequently vaults and 
safety deposit boxes, to steal 
more than $5 million in cash 
and customer valuables,” Act-
ing U.S. Attorney for the South-
ern District of New York Joon 
H. Kim said. “But the scene in 
court today was of guilty pleas 
under oath and the prospect of 
real-life prison.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Four men are awaiting sentencing after they pled guilty to robbing the 
Maspeth Federal Saving Bank branch in Ozone Park and another bank in 
Brooklyn in 2016. The crew constructed a plywood shed on the roof of 
the Woodhaven Boulevard location and used acetylene torches to  to cut 
into the banks vaults. Photo by Michael Shain 

Guilty pleas in bank job Music icon denies
sex assault allegations

Charges of sexual assault that 
led Queens music mogul Russell 
Simmons to step back from his 
multi-million dollar companies 
are now being investigated by the 
NYPD.  Twitter

Four New Yorkers behind ‘movie-like’ heist in Rego Park
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Woodhaven man honored for feeding those in need

BY BILL PARRY
 
A Woodhaven man was 

awarded the New York State 
Senate Liberty Medal during 
a ceremony at St. Mark’s AME 
Church in Jackson Heights 
Saturday.

Jorge Munoz, the founder of 
An Angel in Queens Founda-
tion, an organization that de-
livers free home-cooked meals 
to those in need for more than 
a decade, was presented the 
medal, which is the highest ci-
vilian honor that an individu-
al can receive by the New York 
State Senate.

“Jorge and his family have 
been handing out free meals 
to day laborers and homeless 
New Yorkers beneath the 7 
train in Jackson Heights for 
many years,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “I experienced first-hand 
the altruistic work he does ev-
ery night of the year by distrib-
uting home-cooked meals to 
many people in need. He began 
his mission on a 2004 summer 

night by bringing food to a la-
borer who was hungry. The fol-
lowing night he fed eight New 
Yorkers, and since then volun-
teers, his family and him have 
been distributing free dinners 
to more than 120 hungry people 
very single night of the year.”

Peralta presented Munoz 
with his medal after helping 
him distribute meals with 
him on Roosevelt Avenue last 
week.

“It’s an honor to award 
Jorge for all of his philan-
thropic efforts with the state 
distinction,” Peralta said. “He 
is a real angel, a true-life su-
perhero under the elevated 
tracks of the 7 train. He is an 
inspiration to all. Lots of peo-
ple are able to eat a hot meal ev-
ery night thanks to this Angel 
of Queens.”

The New York State Lib-
erty Medal is not Munoz’s only 
honor. He was awarded the 
Presidential Citizens Medal by 
President Barack Obama, was 
named one of CNN’s Heroes 
in 2009, and he was presented 

with the Order of Congress in 
the Degree of Knight by the 
Senate of Colombia and he was 
also a TimesLedger Ambassa-
dor Award honoree in Novem-
ber.

“It is truly an honor to be 
recognized by Senator Peral-

ta,” Munoz said. “He is a per-
son who fights for immigrants 
and hard-working families. 
I deliver food every night to 
dozens of people in need, but 
Senator Peralta reaches more 
people through his work as a 
legislator. To receive this pres-

tigious medal from him, it is 
wonderful.”

Meanwhile, Peralta joined 
the NYPD and the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve Toys for Tots at 
the Queens Center mall last 
Friday and distributed more 
than 3,000 toys to schools, fam-
ily shelters, and community 
and faith-based organizations 
as part of his annual toy drive.

“We organize this toy drive 
every year to give back to the 
community and to ensure chil-
dren in need have a reason to 
be happy about during the hol-
idays,” Peralta said. “As many 
parents go through difficult 
times and can not afford to buy 
a toy for their kids, I hope these 
gifts bring a little joy to them.”

Other associations that will 
distribute the toys to children 
in need include the LeFrak 
Tenants Association, Catholic 
Charities and Elmcor Youth 
Activities.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

An Angel in Queens founder Jorge Munoz (l.) hands out home-made 
meals on Roosevelt Avenue with state Sen. Jose Peralta. 

Courtesy Peralta’s office

Jorge Munoz, founder of An Angel in Queens, awarded New York State Senate Liberty Medal
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Big upgrades are coming 

to the E and M line between 
the holidays with an East 
River tunnel being shut down 
to expedite the replacement of 
infrastructure.

Between Dec. 26 and  Dec. 
31, the 53rd Street tunnel 
will be closed between Court 
Square and 50 St-8 Ave. for 
the installment of tracks and 
signals, the MTA announced.

“We pledged to do more 
work in less time as we work 
hard to improve the subway 
system, and this is yet anoth-
er example,” MTA Chief Op-
erating Officer Phil Eng said.  
“The schedule for this inten-
sive Subway Action Plan and 
capital improvement work 
minimizes the impact on our 
customers while putting in 
new track, third rail and sig-
nal equipment for a more reli-

able ride.  We appreciate our 
customers’ patience while we 
do this critical work.”

The E train terminates in 
Forest Hills, while the M line 
ends in Middle Village.

The MTA said the low rid-
ership during this five-day 
period will allow the state 
agency to accomplish four 
weekends’ worth of work in 
one sweep, with service be-
ing restored in time for New 
Year’s Eve.

Up to four miles of cabling 
for new signals will include 
hardware compatible with 
the Communications-Based 
Train Control, or CBTC, 
which will eventually replace 
the current analog system in-
stalled at the inception of the 
subway system and is prone 
to failure.

The No. 7 train still awaits 
this technology, which allows 

Southside Seahawks glide 
to fi rst place at nationals

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Queens Southside 
Seahawks cheerleading squad 
defeated their competition in 
Florida and became first place 
Division 10 Dance champions at 
the 2017 American Youth Foot-
ball & Cheer National Competi-
tion and second place winners 
in step, according to the team’s 
Director Kim Wilson.

“I really can’t believe we 
did,” Wilson said. “We pulled 
it off, and I’m so excited for the 
girls.”

The Division 10 Dance Cham-
pionship is the first national 
win for the team, which has 
been under Wilson’s leadership 
for the past four years, said the 
Rosedale native. 

“We’ve been to nationals ev-
ery year,” Wilson said. “The last 
two years we actually placed, 
but this year we won!”

The Southside Seahawks 
practices at the Virgil Grissom 
Middle School in South Ozone 
Park, and earlier on Nov. 18 they 
earned two first place wins at 
the eastern regional leg of the 
competition also in dance and 
step and that garnered them 
spots in the National Competi-

tion, according to the director. 
The first place Bollywood-

hip-hop routine that helped the 
young girls aged six to 11-years-
old become victorious was rep-
resentative of the diversity of 
Queens, according to Wilson’s 
daughter and Head Coach Taie-
isha Charles. 

“I watching movies with my 
friend who is of Indian descent,” 
Charles said. “I thought it would 
be different, rather than having 
everyone dancing to the same 
song as everybody else…so I just 
took it from there.”

The Bollywood-hip-hop 
dance also fused acrobatics and 
Reggaeton in the routine, ac-
cording to Charles. 

“The kids like to dance to the 
newest things that is out here 
today so one of the songs to the 
beat to the [Reggaeton] song 
called ‘Mi Gente,’” Charles said. 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Two Independent Demo-

cratic Committee members 
released an in-house report 
claiming Queens is experi-
encing a foreclosure crisis 
alongside dropping property 
values as some banks act as 
“nightmare neighbors”in 
some communities. 

State Sens. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) found that 
five banks oversee “dilapi-
dated” foreclosed properties 
across the city which con-
tribute to about $54 million 
in depreciation to surround-
ing homes.

The report, “Nightmare 
Neighbors: How Badly Main-
tained Homes Damage Neigh-
borhoods,” found Queens had 
the highest number of bank-
owned homes with standing 
violations.

“The mortgage crisis 
wreaked havoc across my 
district and the rest of the 
state and the country, a tsu-
nami that left an adverse ef-
fect in so many of our hard-
working and immigrant 

communities,” Peralta said. 
“Foreclosed homes became 
eyesores in our neighbor-
hoods when banks failed to 
maintain their properties, 
not only affecting the prop-

erty values but also creat-
ing health and public safety 
risks. Banks have to be ac-
countable, and this is why 
financial institutions should 
face stiffer penalties in order 

for us to stop the despair of 
our communities.”

In Queens, 50 of 155 prop-
erties owned by institutions 
such as US Bank, Wells Far-
go, Bank of New York Mellon, 

Morgan Stanley and Wilm-
ington had up to 576 open vio-
lations with the city Housing, 
Preservation Development 
Dept. and city Department of 
Buildings.

“Queens is unfortunate-
ly all too familiar with the 
damage done to communi-
ties by poorly maintained 
bank-owned houses. In my 
district alone, I seem to be 
in contact with the Sanita-
tion, Buildings, and Health 
departments monthly to ask 
for their help cleaning up 
some of these properties. 
Residents are growing tired 
of these bank-owned proper-
ties that lower the quality 
of life in our communities. 
New Yorkers deserve better. 
Shame on these financial in-
stitutions for allowing this to 
happen to our New York com-
munities,” Avella.

About 8,000 properties 
have been affected by the 
foreclosed homes with an av-
erage $6,368 loss in value to 
homeowners across the city, 
the report claims. Around 
2,864 of the properties af-

The Southside Seahawks are the 
Division 10 Dance champions in 
the AYC National Competition for 
dance, step and cheerleading. 

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 52 Continued on Page 47

E, M lines to partially 
close between holidays

Two IDC officials release a report claiming a heavy economic impact from “zombie homes” is plaguing 
Queens. Photo by Mark Hallum

IDC issues fi ndings on ‘zombie homes’
Bank-owned houses gone derelict damage property values with Queens hardest hit
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BY MARK HALLUM

The Brooklyn Queens Dio-
cese and a group of attorneys 
are sparring over a report that 
establishes a list of more than 
60 alleged and convicted sexu-
al abusers within the clergy.

The diocese claims the 
Lawyers Helping Survivors 
of Child Sex Abuse is not only 
labeling innocent priests as 
offenders, but is also using vic-
tims to turn a profit when legal 
assistance is not necessary to 
benefit from the settlement.

Pennsylvania attorney 
Jerry Kristal, who is leading 
the effort to get word out to vic-
tims, said it is a classic move 
for the Catholic Church to at-
tack the lawyers.

“This is a very small win-
dow that the Brooklyn Dio-
cese has opened for survivors 
to come forward and report 
abuse to the Diocese for the 

first time, and it will be closed 
shortly with little notice,” 
Kristal said. “For far too long, 
there has been little known 
about priests accused of abuse 
and this silence has had devas-
tating consequences.”

Set up by the diocese in 
June, the Independent Recon-
ciliation and Compensation 
Program allows victims with 
credible claims of sex abuse 
to claim funds since many of 
the allegations now exceed the 
state’s statute of limitations 
which requires that charges 
must be filed by child victims 
of sexual assault who are un-
der 23. 

The cutoff is Feb. 28 .
The report by the legal 

group, “Hidden Disgrace,” 
lists 65 priests from more than 
135 churches throughout the 
diocese, including eight who 
have never before been ac-

Mayor and Holden converse,
turn page on shelter protest

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio at-
tempted to hit the reset button 
with Queens residents who 
rose up against his adminis-
tration’s attempt to covert the 
Maspeth Holiday Inn Express 
into a homeless shelter during 
the summer of 2016. 

The mayor appeared at a 
town hall meeting at PS/IS 
113 in Glendale Monday night 
hosted by outgoing City Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Glendale), the two-term in-
cumbent who lost her bid for 
re-election to civic leader Rob-
ert Holden by just 137 votes on 
Nov. 8.

“I want to just say to this 
community that we want to re-
start and have a dialogue with 
this community and figure out 
a way forward together in the 
spirit of the season,” de Blasio 

said. We want to sit at the table, 
start over, to figure out how we 
can address this problem the 
right way and work with the 
community on solutions.”

Holden, who led nightly 
protests outside the Maspeth 
Holiday Inn Express for nearly 
four months and was highly 
critical of the city’s plans for a 

homeless shelter in Glendale 
in 2014, had been invited by 
the mayor’s office to attend but 
he had already committed to 
a speaking engagement at the 
Middle Village Property Own-
ers and Residents Association 
scheduled at the same time. A 
resident of Cooper Avenue, Joy 
Huber, asked the mayor about 
his “flippant comments” fol-
lowing Holden’s election and 
whether the two could work 
together.

Although Crowley had de-
feated Holden with nearly 64 
percent of the vote in Septem-
ber’s Democratic primary, the 
Queens GOP gave him its Re-
publican party line, which the 
registered Democrat for more 
than 44 years ran on and cap-
tured more than 8,400 votes. In 
post-election comments to re-
porter, de Blasio said of Holden 

  BY MARK HALLUM
 
The Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority has ap-
proved contracts to implement 
the next phase in the project to 
add a third track to the Long 
Island Rail Road’s busiest cor-
ridor.

The LIRR Expansion Proj-
ect will add a third track to the 
9.8-mile stretch of the Main 
Line between Floral Park and 
Hicksville, and eliminate all 
seven street-level crossings 
within the construction zone. 
Several firms will work to-
gether as part of the 3rd Track 
Constructors, or 3TC, accord-
ing to the MTA.

“Upon its completion, this 
modernization initiative will 
provide faster commuting 
with a more reliable network, 
and will allow us to keep the 
railroad in a state-of-good-re-
pair,” MTA Chairman Joseph 
J. Lhota said. “All too often, 
major delays on the LIRR are 
tied to incidents along this cor-
ridor. With this investment, 
Long Islanders and New York 
City residents alike will be 
able to avoid the crippling and 

cascading delays that affect 
the entire network. This proj-
ect will transform not only 
Long Island, but the economy 
and accessibility of the entire 
region.”

The LIRR sees an average 
of about 100,000 riders a day, 
according to 2016 figures, 
many of whom live in Queens 
and commute to Manhattan.

The companies within 3TC 

are Dragados USA, Inc., John 
P. Picone Inc., CCA Civil, Inc., 
and Halmar International 
LLC, with Stantec completing 
design work, as well as Cam-
eron Engineering. Rubenstein 

Associates will manage out-
reach for the project.

“These infrastructure im-
provements were identified as 
crucial and necessary many 
years ago, and I am pleased to 
see that they will soon become 
a reality,” said LIRR President 
Pat Nowakowski. “The reli-
ability of our system is the fo-
cal point for good service, and 
with this project, the LIRR 
will be able to deliver that bet-
ter than ever for our custom-
ers who rely on the railroad 
for commuting to work and 
school, and other facets of dai-
ly life.”

The project will increase 
capacity and efficiency with-
out having to acquire any 
residential properties, while 
sound walls will be built to 
minimize the impact on sur-
rounding homes, according to 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

The Cuomo administra-
tion announced a milestone 
in December 2016 when a draft 
Environmental Impact State-
ment identified the scientific, 
engineering and socioeconom-
ic effects of the project, and the 

Lawyers urge victims 
to settle with diocese

Contracts were awarded to begin work on the LIRR Expansion Project. Courtesy of MTA

LIRR expansion project contract awarded
Work on third rail for Main Line scheduled to begin in January to cut travel time

Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 47

Mayor Bill de Blasio co-hosted a 
town hall with Elizabeth Crowley.

Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Benjamin 
Kanter
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Brian Moore’s killer gets life - no parole
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Demetrius Blackwell, 37, 
the Queens Village man re-
sponsible for the shooting 
death of NYPD Officer Brian 
Moore and the attempted mur-
der of Officer Erik Jansen, 
was sentenced to life in prison 
without the possibility of pa-
role Wednesday,

Blackwell was convicted by 
a jury of murder and attempt-
ed murder in State Supreme 
Court on Nov. 9, according 
to Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown.

“While today’s sentencing 
cannot heal the prolonged 
pain endured by Officer Brian 
Moore’s family, friends and 
colleagues for their needless 
loss or erase the emotional 
wounds suffered by Officer 
Erik Jansen and his family, 
I hope, however, that it will 
bring some degree of closure 
and comfort to those individu-
als whose lives were forever 
changed on that horrific day,” 
Brown said.

 Blackwell will serve the 
maximum sentence allowed 
under law“The defendant will 
serve the maximum sentence 

allowed under the law – life in 
prison without the possibility 
of parole,” Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said.  “ 
We as a society will never for-
get his heinous and cowardly 
act.”

On May 2, 2015, Moore 
and Jansen, officers with the 
105th Precinct’s Anti-Crime 
unit, were patrolling near 
212-11 104th Rd. in Queens 
Village around 6:15 p.m. in 
an unmarked car when both 
noticed Blackwell adjusting 
something on his waistband 
on 222nd St., according to the 
criminal complaint. 

Shortly afterwards, Moore, 
25 called out to the suspect, 
“Police, you got something?”

Blackwell, armed with an 
illegal five-shot revolver, fired 
three times into the car and 
hit Moore in the head, said 
prosecutors. Jansen rushed to 
Jamaica Hospital, where doc-
tors put his partner in a medi-
cally induced coma only to die 
two days later. 

Moore, the son of a retired 
sergeant in the police force, 
was posthumously promoted 
to detective after his death, 
according to the NYPD. 

Blackwell was taken into 
custody 90 minutes later 
and pleaded not guilty to the 
charge in June 2015, said po-
lice. 

Six months later former Po-
lice Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton and City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
honored the fallen officer with 
an unveiling of a street sign 
co-named Detective 1st Grade 
Brian Moore Way for 222nd 
Street in Queens Village on 
Dec. 11, 2015. 

“We must honor him, not 

just through a street renam-
ing along with his colors, but 
we must work with our police 
— not hamper their efforts to 
make us safe,” Miller said. 
“We must do all we can to col-
laborate to make this city as 
safe and as great as it can be.”

In attendance at the event 
was Moore’s father Sergeant 
Raymond Moore. 

“I’m very proud of Brian 
today, but I have always been 
proud of my son and I always 
will be,” said the elder Moore. 
“Brian was an outstanding of-

ficer. We all know he made 160 
arrests in his career and was 
awarded department medals. 
He excelled in every unit that 
he worked. His potential was 
unlimited.”

A year after Moore’s death 
a crowd of NYPD officers 
gathered at the intersection of 
212th Street and 104th Rd., the 
scene of his murder, to honor 
him with Bratton. 

Bratton said the purpose of 
the memorial was “fulfilling 
the promise we always make 
to the families of our fallen he-
roes” to never forget.

Moore’s mother, Irene 
Moore, implored those in at-
tendance to hold on to memo-
ries of her son’s friendship and 
humor as bagpipes played in 
the background and a wreath 
was positioned at the site of 
the shooting. 

“Remember a memory of 
him that made us happy,” she 
said. “He lit up the room ev-
ery time he walked into the 
room.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Demetrius Blackwell “will serve the maximum sentence allowed under 
the law – life in prison without the possibility of parole” for the mur-
der of NYPD Officer Brian Moore, according to Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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Council approves bill
for cleaner emissions

BY BILL PARRY

The City Council voted 
overwhelmingly to approve 
a bill that would require 
power plant operators to 
end the use of dirty fuel 
oils, which will decrease 
hazardous emissions and 
pollution. 

The legislation, co-spon-
sored by City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria), mandates that 
power plants phase out the 
use of  No. 4 heating fuel 
oil earlier than the cur-
rently mandated deadline 
by following either of two 
options. 

If plant operators adhere 
to the currently mandated 
2020 deadline of eliminat-
ing No. 6 fuel oil, they must 
stop using  No. 4 fuel oil by 
2025, which is five years 
earlier than the currently 
mandated 2030 deadline. 
Plant operators can also 
chose to keep using No. 6 
fuel oil until 2022. However, 
they must also stop using 
No. 4 oil by that time and 
immediately transition to 
ultra-low sulfur No. 2 oil or 
another type of fuel.

No. 6 fuel oil is from the 
bottom of the crude oil bar-
rel and is the most polluting 
of the three grades burned 
in New York City.  No. 4 is a 
heavy oil that is slighly less 
damaging to the environ-
ment.  No. 2 is the cleanest 
of the three fuel oils but the 
most expensive.

“For decades, power 
plants have been notorious 
for emitting dangerous pol-
lutants that risk our envi-
ronment and public health,” 
Constantinides said. “This 
pollution has contributed 
to increased respiratory 

illnesses, higher asthma 
rates, emergency room 
visits, and other public 
health issues. Ending the 
use of dirty fuel oils will 
reduce these emissions and 
bring benefits to our public 
health, including reduced 
risk of asthma and hospital 
visits.”

Constantinides, who 
is head of the City Coun-
cil’s Environmental Pro-
tection Committee, noted 
that 50 percent of the city’s 
power comes from genera-
tion plants in Astoria and 
Long Island City, known as 
“Asthma Alley” for pollut-
ants caused by the plants as 
well as air traffic into and 
out of LaGuardia Airport.

Legislation authored by 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
to keep parks clean and 
safe after the application of 
pesticides was also passed. 
The bill requires the city’s 
Park Department to clean 
playground equipment 
within 24 hours after the 
spraying of pesticides by 
any city agency.

“Cleaning our city’s play-
grounds after the applica-
tion of pesticides is common-
sense policy that will protect 
public health and quality of 
life for children and families 
throughout New York City,” 
Van Bramer said. “I fought 
for this legislation after sev-
eral constituents came to me 
complaining about sludge 
left over from pesticide 
spraying at multiple play-
grounds in my district. By 
passing this bill, we are en-
suring that the health of our 
children and families come 
first, and our parks will be 
a safe and healthy public 
space for all.”

BY BILL PARRY

The Ridgewood Reservoir  
on the Queens/Brooklyn bor-
der will be preserved after 
the New York State Historic 
Review Board voted unani-
mously this month to add 
the 50-acre natural oasis to 
the New York State Register 
of Historic Places. Elected 
officials, community boards 
and environmental experts 
joined forces to have the site 
designated as a wetland pre-
serving it from developers 
for future generations.

NYC H2O, a nonprofit 
that educates people about 
New York’s water system 
and ecology, wrote and sub-
mitted the reservoir’s  suc-
cessful Historic Register ap-
plication for New York State 
that is now pending approv-
al for the National Register 
with its listing expected in 
April. As part of its mission, 
the organization has brought 
more than 3,000 Queens and 
Brooklyn students on Water 
Ecology and Engineering 
Field Trips to the reservoir 
since 2014.

“The Ridgewood Reser-
voir is a majestic place that 
deserves to be listed on the 
National Historic Register 
as a cultural and ecological 
treasure to be discovered by 
generations to come,” NYC 
H2O Founder and Executive 
Director Matt Malina said 
during his Dec. 7 testimony 
in Albany. “In the course of 
bringing a new generation of 
New Yorkers to visit and ex-
perience the site, we realized 
that we had become stake-
holders in advocating for its 
preservation. The support of 
elected officials, community 
leaders and organizations 
has been critical to prevent-
ing its demolition and in ad-
vocating for its future.”

The reservoir was built in 
1859 to supply the indepen-
dent city of Brooklyn with 
drinking water that came 
from streams in Queens and 
Nassau counties. After New 
York City switched to reser-
voirs in the Catskills in the 
1950s, the Ridgewood Res-
ervoir was decommissioned 
and drained in 1989, becom-
ing a lush and dense forest 
which is now home to more 
than 150 species of birds.

“The New York State His-
toric Review Board’s unani-

mous decision to place the 
Ridgewood Reservoir on the 
New York State Register of 
Historic Places is a major 
victory for the reservoir, the 
surrounding community 
and individuals who come to 
enjoy what nature has cre-
ated there,” state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said. “Now the reservoir will 
be preserved for generations 
to come. NYC H2O has been 
instrumental in showcasing 
the reservoir’s natural beau-
ty, historical significance to 
Queens and Brooklyn, and its 
function as an education as-
set to thousands of students.”

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz praised 
the decision.

“The Ridgewood Reser-
voir was an engineering 
marvel in the 19th century 
and merits recognition as a 
landmark in urban history, 
engineering history and en-
vironmental history,” Katz 
said. “The reservoir offers 
insight into the environ-
mental history of Brooklyn, 

Queens and Nassau County, 
and as such is an invalu-
able opportunity to study 
nature.”

State Assemblyman Mi-
chael Miller (D-Woodhaven) 
called the listing wonderful 
news and a great victory for 
the community and area ac-
tivists.

“Had you asked me in 2007 
if I’d still be advocating for 
the Ridgewood Reservoir in 
a decade, I probably would 
have laughed, given my firm 
conviction that the value of 
preservation should have 
been plainly obvious to any-
one visiting it,” Friends of 
Ridgewood Reservoir Com-
munity Organizer Rob Jett 
said. “The recent recognition 
as a historically significant 
site confirms what so many 
people believed for so long 
and gives the Ridgewood Res-
ervoir crucial protections.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The Ridgewood Reservoir is now listed on the New York State Register of 
Historic Places, preserving the 50-acre site for future generation. 

Courtesy NYC H2O

Power plants will have to end the use of dirty fuel oil after City 
Councilman Costa Constantinides’ legislation was overwhelmingly ap-
proved. Courtesy Constantinides’ office

Oasis will be preserved
Ridgewood Reservoir put on Register of Historic Places
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IT’S NEVER TO EARLY 
TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT

TO INCLUDE: 4 Hour Buffet Menu

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Marathon Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

For those smaller companies that CANNOT MEET MINIMUM GUEST COUNT, WE CAN OFFER a semi private area in our main ballroom 
(with other groups of guests)    Held on Fridays: December 8th & December 15th, $50.00p/p+tax    DJ included

PASSED APPETIZERS: CHEF’S SELECTION
GARDEN SALAD: Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Carrots, 3 Dressings, Hot Dinner Rolls
CARVING STATION: Smoked Country Ham, Herb Roast Turkey, 
                                     Gravies & Condiments
CHICKEN MARSALA: Mushrooms & Rosemary
SEABASS “MARECHIARO”: Tomatoes & Fresh Herbs
PENNE ALA VODKA: Vodka Tomato Cream Sauce
              Mashed Potatoes - Caramelized Onions - Roasted Vegetable Medley

           HOLIDAY CAKE, COFFEE & TEA

PRIVATE ROOMS: 
MONDAY

THROUGH
FRIDAY:

$55.00
SATURDAYS:
$65.00

(50 person Minimum)
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Wishing 

Peace & 

Happiness 

during this 

Holiday 

Season

FROM THE OFFICE OF SENATOR JOSE PERALTA 

CONGRESSMAN

GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District - New York

Washington D.C. Offi ce
2234 Rayburn House Offi ce 

Building
Washington, D.C. 20215

PH: (202) 225-3461

Jamaica District Offi ce
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
PH: (718) 725-6000
FX: (718) 725-9868

Rockaway District Offi ce
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.

Arverne, NY 11692
PH: (718) 230-4032

Wishing you a Joyous 
Holiday Season and a 

Happy and Healthy New Year!

- Paid for and authorized by Friends for Gregory Meeks -

POLICE 

Blotter

BRIARWOOD — Two Long Island 
men have been charged in the 2015 fatal 
shooting of rapper Chinx and wounding 
of his friend in Briarwood, Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown said. 

Brown was joined by NYPD Com-
missioner James O’Neill  Thursday to 
announce that a Queens County grand 
jury returned a five-count indictment 
charging 26-year-old Jamar Hill and 32-
year-old Quincy Homere with the May 
2015 shooting of rapper Lionel Pickens, 
31, aka Chinx and the wounding of 
Antar Alziadi, 27, as they sat in Pickens’ 
car. 

Brown said the two defendants are 
currently awaiting arraignment in 
Queens Supreme Court on a five-count 
indictment charging them with one 
count each of second-degree murder, at-
tempted murder, assault and criminal 
possession of a weapon.

According to the charges, on May 
17, 2015 Hill and Homere followed Pick-
ens from a nightclub performance in 
Brooklyn into Queens before shooting at 
Pickens’ Porsche near Main Street and 
Queens Boulevard. Pickens and his pas-

senger, Alziadi, were both struck mul-
tiple times, and taken to a local hospital 
where Pickens was pronounced dead and 
Alziadi was treated for his injuries, the 
DA said. 

 Brown said that such violence has no 
place in a civilized society.

“In another example of the mindless 
gun violence plaguing our country, a 
young, up-and-coming musician had his 
life and career dramatically cut short by 
a burst of senseless shooting that also 
wounded an acquaintance.” he said. 

O’Neill thanked detectives for their 
hard work in indicting Hill and Homere.  

“This indictment shows that the two 
defendants essentially stalked their vic-
tims before shooting them and making 
a getaway,” he said. “But through the 
talent and tenacity of the Queens South 
detectives, working closely with the of-
fice of the Queens District Attorney, they 
have now been brought back to answer 
for this violent act.”

The two men face up to 25 years to life 
in prison if convicted. 

 — Gina Martinez

A Queens County grand jury returned a five-count indictment charging 26-year-old Jamar 
Hill and 32-year-old Quincy Homere with the May 2015 shooting of rapper Lionel Pickens, 31, 
aka Chinx and the wounding of Antar Alziadi, 27.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Two charged in 2015 murder of rapper Chinx

ST. ALBANS — One man died in 
a fire on the second f loor in a home 
in St. Albans Tuesday night, accord-
ing to authorities.

After receiving a 911 call around 
7:09 p.m., the FDNY and the NYPD 
rushed over to 188-60 120th Road.

The Fire Department character-
ized the situation as all-hands on 

deck to suppress the blaze.
Once the fire was extinguished, 

a 52-year-old man was found un-
conscious and unresponsive at the 
home, and EMS pronounced him 
dead at the scene.

The investigation was continu-
ing, according to the NYPD. 

Fatal St. Albans blaze claims one: NYPD
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

A new proposal for Q48 bus route
An Open Letter to the Port 

Authority, 

Please take a look revising the 
Q48 bus to serve Terminal A (Ma-
rine Air Terminal) in LaGuardia 
Airport and also consider making 
the Q48 an SBS route. 

The eastbound Q48 bus leav-
ing LaGuardia Airport should be 
rerouted at 102nd Street/Ditmars 
Boulevard to make a right turn on 
to Ditmars Boulevard and travel 
nonstop west along Ditmars Boule-
vard to 94th Street.  Then it should 
make a left turn at 94th Street to 
23rd Avenue and make another left 
turn at 23rd Avenue.

The Q48 could then travel east 
along 23rd Avenue to serve three 
new (proposed) eastbound Q48 bus 
stops at 94th Street/23rd Avenue, 

97th Street/23rd Avenue and 100th 
Street/23rd Avenue.  A westbound 
Q48 bus stop (toward LaGuardia 
Airport) also should be added at 
100th Street/23rd Avenue as well. 
These additional Q48 bus stops 
along 23rd Avenue would provide 
less walking distance for East 
Elmhurst passengers traveling to 
and from Flushing by bus.

As a secondary issue, consider-
ation should also be given to merg-
ing the Q48 route with the Q17/Q17 
Limited route to provide direct bus 
service between Jamaica and La-
Guardia Airport. This should also 
include extending the Q17/Limited 
route from 168th Street to Sutphin 
Blvd./ Archer Avenue, thus con-
necting by bus the Sutphin Boule-
vard Airtrain Station to LaGuar-
dia Airport. 

Additionally, if the Q48 bus 
route is made an SBS route, there 
would be less of a need for the cur-
rent proposed LaGuardia Rail Link 
to Willets Point and a more benefi-
cial LaGuardia rail link plan could 
be studied.

Any proposed commuter park-
ing or proposed long-term parking 
operated out of the parking facili-
tates adjacent to the Mets-Willets 
Point LIRR and No. 7 Subway sta-
tions should be operated by the MTA 
(not the Port Authority and/or its 
vendors).  That way the revenue de-
rived could be utilized by the MTA 
to make service improvements to 
the local bus network within the 
five boroughs of New York City.

Carl Perrera
Queens Public Transit Committee
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Christmas in Queens is a very special holiday cel-
ebrated by homegrown Americans and residents from 
many parts of the world who leave their imprint on the 
traditions.

 Distinctions between Christians and non-Chris-
tians can become blurred in events held to bring joy to 
disadvantaged children or to feed struggling members 
of the community whatever their religion.

Elected officials of many backgrounds stage toy 
drives to make Christmas — often paired with the Jew-
ish holiday of Hanukkah - a special time for the poorest 
of kids to receive a gift of their own.

 With one in six children in Queens classified as hun-
gry by Hunger Free America, toys and the jolly man in 
a red suit can become an unbearable reminder for some 
parents of what they can’t provide for their offspring.

 Community groups, religious institutions and pub-
lic officials make a concerted effort to step into the gap 
and fill those empty holiday boxes with something spe-
cial for our youngest residents.

 Santa swept into Hangar 19 at Kennedy Airport ear-
lier this month to celebrate Christmas with nearly 4,000 
disabled youngsters, who were thrilled to be inside JFK 
in the presence of St. Nicholas.  Port Authority person-
nel, the JFK police command and community mayors 
all turned out to give Santa a hand - not exactly your 
storybook elves but a formidable force who made sure 
the kids had a memorable time.

 In Bayside a holiday party was held recently for 
young patients at the St. Mary’s Healthcare System, 
where the FDNY, NYPD and New York Mets are among 
the many regular volunteers and donors.

 The Allen AME Cathedral on Merrick Boulevard 
distributed food and clothing to more than 1,000 under-
privileged families this week at an annual extravagan-
za attended by rapper LL Cool J..

 And the Greater Flushing Chamber of Commerce 
had a message for the less fortunate  — “Immigrants 
and Refugees are Welcome Here” — as it prepared 
to serve more than 300 free meals this Sunday at St. 
George’s Church downtown.

 Restaurateurs Danny Lye and Ivy Zheng from Dan-
ny’s Steakhouse & Oyster Bar were to do the culinary 
honors.

 On the home front traditions can be stretched.  A 
Jewish uncle agrees to play Santa after his sister mar-
ried an Italian and her children wanted to meet Mr. 
Claus.  An observant Muslim family sits down to din-
ner on Christmas Day and just happens to admit there 
might be a present or two on the table.

 Such is the way of Queens, the great melting pot, 
where Christmas is shared with all regardless of their 
origins.
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READERS WRITE

Is the Queens Montauk Light Rail Project dead?
The defeat of Queens NYC 

Council member Elizabeth 
Crowley may also signal the 
end of the line for her pro-
posed Long Island Rail Road 
Lower Montauk branch 
Light Rail Project.

Crowley was the chief ad-
vocate for this project. Her 
successor, newly elected Bob 
Holden, is not a supporter 
of the project. The ongoing 
$500,000 feasibility study 
for introduction of light rail 
may be the last stop for this 
project.   

Even with a planning fea-
sibility study, millions more 
would have been needed to 
pay for environmental docu-
ments along with prelimi-
nary design and engineering 
followed by final design and 
engineering efforts neces-
sary to validate any basic 
estimates for construction 
costs. Crowley’s previously 
stated belief that it would be 
under $100 million never add-
ed up. New Jersey Transit’s 
Hudson Bergen Light Rail 
cost $1.2 billion and Newark 

Elizabeth Light Rail cost $694 
million 16 years ago. Clearly 
costs would be far greater in 
today’s dollars. 

There are no dollars pro-
grammed to support any 
work for advancement of 
this project contained with 
the approved MTA’s $32 bil-
lion Five Year 2015-2019 Five 
Year Capital Plan.  Ditto for 
the MTA 2014-2034 Twenty 
Year Capital Needs Assess-
ment Plan. There is also 
no money in the 2017 - 2018 
municipal budget to do the 
same.

The proposed route would 
traverse several neighbor-
hoods impacting thousands 
of people living nearby.  How 
will they react to potential 
noise and visual impacts?

There are serious legal 
and operational issues to be 
resolved with the Federal 
Rail Road Administration. 
They have regulatory juris-
diction over significant por-
tions of the proposed route 
which would run on existing 
active freight tracks. You 

have to deal with light rail 
and freight trains coexisting 
on the same narrow corridor. 

There is no available 
project budget to justify key 
project component costs. 
They would have to cover 
a series of new stations.  
These would have to meet 
the Americans Disability 
Act access standards; grade 
crossing, signal and safety 
improvements, a f leet of new 
light rail vehicles, land ac-
quisition, potential business 
relocation along with con-
struction of a new mainte-
nance, operations and stor-
age yard to support any light 
rail car f leet.

Which neighborhood will 
want to step forward and 
host the maintenance, opera-
tions and storage yard? Oth-
er Queens elected officials, 
transit riders and transit ad-
vocacy groups all have their 
own transportation priority 
projects which may conflict 
with this proposal.  

The MTA NYC Transit in 
1983 conducted the Queens 

Subway Options feasibility 
study for potential conversa-
tion of this LIRR branch to 
a subway on the ground. In-
tense vocal local community 
opposition killed this project 
before it progressed beyond 
a planning study. The same 
community opposition had 
already begun for introduc-
tion of any active light rail 
as well.  

You would have to wait for 
approval of MTA’s next Five 
Year 2020 - 2024 Capital Pro-
gram for any chance of MTA 
funding.  The alternative 
would be 100 percent New 
York City funding which is 
very doubtful. 

Since no one is left to 
champion or deliver several 
hundred million dollars to 
build a Light Rail system, 
which could take a decade or 
more, why not ask the LIRR 
to resume service on this 
corridor?  They could run a 
two-car scoot service recon-
necting Long Island City, 
Glendale and Middle Village 
with other communities in-

cluding Richmond Hill and 
other intermediate stops to 
Jamaica.

The LIRR could use exist-
ing equipment which would 
afford far early implementa-
tion of service versus Light 
Rail.  This would provide 
connections east bound to 
the J/Z and E subway lines, 
Kennedy Airport via Train 
to Plane and Jamaica LIRR 
Station.  Queens residents 
traveling to jobs and col-
leges in Nassau and Suffolk 
counties would have access 
to all LIRR branches except 
the Port Washington line.  
Ditto for those traveling 
to the Barclay Center and 
downtown Brooklyn via 
the LIRR Atlantic Avenue 
branch.

There would also be con-
nections west bound at ei-
ther Hunters Point or Long 
Island City LIRR stations to 
the No. 7 subway line.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Alabama got it right with election
The saying “Hope springs 

eternal in the human breast” 
was evident in the recent Ala-
bama senatorial election.

Congratulations are in 
order to the majority of the 
voters in Alabama who pos-
sessed the moral and intel-
lectual understanding to de-
feat the candidacy of Roy S. 
Moore for the U.S. Senate. He 
believed his own religious 

beliefs were the sole valid 
legal authority, resulting not 
once but twice in his removal 
as a justice of the Alabama 
Supreme Court because he 
willfully refused to obey the 
tenets of the United Sates 
Constitution.

He is a man accused of 
sexually harassing teenagers, 
a man who wanted qualified 
U.S. Muslim citizens banned 

from serving in elective office 
and called for the criminaliza-
tion of homosexuality, and a 
man who still lives and thinks 
in pre-Civil War times.

Moore was as unqualified 
for the Senate as his supporter, 
Donald Trump, is for the presi-
dency of the United States.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words 

may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and 

phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if request-

ed, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by 

Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property 

of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

True holiday spirit
Christmas is a time for 

caring, sharing and giving. 
It is a time we travel to visit 
friends and relatives and ex-
changing presents.

But I feel it is a time to rec-
ognize members of our com-
munities who do things for 
others and some who go the 
extra mile to help those in the 
most of need.

We also need to applaud 
our police, firefighters and 
EMS workers who do their 
best to save lives and prop-
erty. And yet not only during 
the holidays but all year long 

and risk their lives protect-
ing all of us. If you see any of 
these tell them thank you for 
a job well done.

Also, let’s not forget our 
brave men and women in 
the military who are serv-
ing our country and pro-
tecting us all world-wide. 
Please say a pray this 
Christmas for our hero’s 
and that God will keep 
them safe as they do for all 
of us year round.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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The Greek philosopher 
Heraclitus once famously 
said, “No man ever steps in 
the same river twice” to de-
scribe his belief that the only 
constant in life is change.

We are living in head-spin-
ning times, where it’s very 
hard to keep up with who is 
up and who is down. There 
seems to be a daily downfall 
of once-mighty public figures 
in politics, entertainment, 
media, and other high-profile 
industries.

Sometimes the fall from 
the top is less dramatic than 
the revolving door of sexual 
harassers who are piling up 
each day.

Recently, City & State 

magazine (of which I am pres-
ident and publisher) featured 
former U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bahrara  on the cover with 
the headline: “Loser of the 
Year?”

Just 15 months earlier, 
Bahrara graced the same 
magazine cover after he was 
chosen as “The Newsmaker 
of the Decade” because he 
had transformed the New 
York political world with his 
crusading convictions of the 
two most powerful legislative 
leaders in the state: Shelly 
Silver and Dean Skelos.

But in early 2017, the new 
president relieved Bahrara 
of his duties. The high-flying 
prosecutor was shorn of his 
sharp wings and he was now 
an ordinary citizen.

Even more humbling, later 
in the year his high-profile 
convictions of Silver and Ske-
los were overturned by an 
Appelate Court. Bahrara’s 
corruption-busting legacy 
was left in tatters.

And then, of course, there 
is the dramatic downfall of 

two Democratic legislators 
— Sen. Al Franken and Con-
gressman John Conyers — 
because of sexual harassment 
allegations.

They are but two of the 
seven D.C. casualties thus far 
in this harassment exfolia-
tion of Congress. There will 
surely be many more in the 
coming weeks and months.

In the entertainment 
world, we have watched in 
amazement as Hollywood 
honcho Harvey Weinstein’s 
career and reputation has 
gone down in flames. He will 
likely be fitted for an orange 
jumpsuit in the near future if 
any of the allegations are pur-
sued by law enforcement.

In television-land, two of 
the big morning shows were 
rocked by the heinous sto-
ries of predation and intim-
idation by Matt Lauer and 
Charlie Rose. Both of their 
careers have gone down the 
tubes and they will be bet-
ter served by employing 
fake mustaches and clever 
disguises if they want to go 

out in public again. 
The media world has been 

rocked perhaps the most as 
we’ve seen a New York Times 
reporter who covers the White 
House get suspended for “in-
appropriate conduct” and the 
NPR national director get dis-
missed for his suspected lewd 
behavior.

Louis CK, the famous co-
median, was outed for plea-
suring himself publicly and 
an editor at The Paris Review 
was run out of town for cre-
ating a toxic work environ-
ment.

All of these men were at 
the top of their professional 
game until just a few weeks 
ago and now they are the butt 
of jokes by others.

Well, I guess turnabout is 
fair play as they say.

The falling of these pow-
erful male dominoes has to 
be gratifying for all those in 
society who have been sub-
jected to abuse or ridicule 
from their male bosses. One 
hopes that it’s just not celebri-
ty men — but also Wall Street 

titans down to restaurant 
managers, who are fretting 
that some of their sordid past 
doesn’t topple them, too.

I believe that this long 
overdue backlash has been fa-
cilitated by two new phenom-
enon: the election to the Oval 
Office of a true misogynist 
and the rise of social media.

Both of these things have 
allowed many women to find 
their voice and their courage 
to finally speak out.

Their message is loud and 
clear: The era of creepy male 
domination in the workplace 
is nearing its end.

Amen.
• • •
This will be my last col-

umn for awhile as I turn my 
energy into writing a book 
that has been germinating in 
my head for years.

Thanks for reading and 
I hope to reappear in these 
pages (if my editor will allow 
me back) in 2019.

Tom Allon is the president of 
City & State.

Fall of powerful males has been a long time coming
COLUMNS

As the city Department 
of Transportation finishes 
bicycle lanes along Queens 
Boulevard and eliminates 
198 parking spaces, several 
business owners are com-
plaining that their business 
is down from 10 percent to 
30 percent, depending on the 
location. 

This is Phase III of DOT’s 
redesign of Queens Boule-
vard from Eliot Avenue in 
Rego Park to Yellows tone 
Boulevard in Forest Hills.

Parking along Queens 
Boulevard has always been 
difficult, but with the elimi-
nation of 198 spaces custom-
ers are just not finding plac-
es to park and thus not going 
into local businesses.

Community Board 6 had 
voted for the idea months 
ago. Now business after 
business is saying that peo-
ple just can’t find parking 
spaces and are not coming 
into their stores. Will some 
of these businesses close 
and will our local economy 
go down? 

Last week while riding 
down Queens Boulevard on 
a bus coming from Manhat-
tan, my wife saw only a cou-
ple of bicycle riders along the 
whole green painted bicycle 
path. On Black Friday we 
slowly drove our car along 
Queens Boulevard, but we 
only saw one bicycle rider as 
we neared Broadway.

Queens is not Manhattan 
and there are not that many 
people who ride bikes during 
a regular business day.  In 
Manhattan last month while 
going to the Broadway show 
“Hamilton,” I saw dozens of 
bikes on the bicycle lane all 
around me as I crossed it. In 
Holland last year everybody 

was riding bicycles. It was in-
teresting to watch out for the 
bikes, the motor bikes and the 
trolley cars in Amsterdam as 
we walked the streets.

Queens does not have 
that many bicycle riders al-
though some people do go to 
work by bicycle and younger 
people do like recreational 
biking.  Some recreational 
bike riders do their riding 
with a fanaticism, however,  
that puts pedestrians in 
danger. The elderly women 
who lived next door to my 
daughter in Windsor Park 
was an avid walker who was 
run down by a bicyclist on 
the Vanderbilt Parkway and 
died a few days later.

Yes, safe bike paths are 
necessary, but taking park-
ing away from business 
streets to build bike lanes is 
not the answer nor is taking 
away whole driving lanes 
along Northern Boulevard 
the answer.  I wonder what 
plans the city has for ex-
tending the Northern Bou-

levard bike lane further to 
the east past the blocks of 
shops located there near the 
city line. What will happen 
to businesses there? Traf-
fic is terrible there now and 
always has been, and I read 
that there were 10 automo-
bile accidents due to the bar-
riers built there. 

When the bike lane on 
Queens Boulevard was con-
sidered, people said the lane 
should be on the median be-
tween the main thorough-
fare and the service road.  
On Northern Boulevard the 
proposal was to put the bike 
lane on the sidewalk, which 
is wide and unused.

Bike lanes are currently 
being marked on a number of 
streets in Community Board 
8, which is supposed to lose 
about a half a dozen spaces 
at intersections throughout 
the whole area. I hope those 
lost parking spaces are not 
near shopping strips be-
cause parking is a big need 
throughout Queens, espe-

cially near shops. None of 
these bike paths will have 
barriers. It should be not-
ed that cars are crashing 
into the new barriers along 
Northern Boulevard. Hope-
fully, the DOT is thinking 
of ways to safeguard bicycle 
riders and schoolchildren 
when the paths run along-
side or in front of schools.

Good and bad news

of the week

A recent newspaper ar-
ticle explained how many 
large companies pay little 
or no taxes. Some write off 
equipment before it even 
wears out, some give op-
tions to top executives to 
buy stocks, which is called 
a loss, some get tax breaks 
for drilling for oil, building 
buildings, doing certain re-
search, producing ethanol, 
making movies, and some 
pay much less than the 35 
percent tax rate currently 
for corporations.   

Lack of parking on Queens Blvd. plagues businesses
Bob

Harris
■

The Civic 
Scene

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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This year, the DREAM-
ers – young people brought 
into this country as children 
and given a stay of deporta-
tion through an Obama-era 
program — have been a po-
litical football between the 
warring parties.  

 Democrats swore to advo-
cate for them in Washington, 
congressional Republicans 
professed their sympathy 
and President Trump indi-
cated a deal could be had.  
Yet 12 months later as Con-
gress again finds itself on 
the brink of a government 
shutdown Friday when gov-
ernment spending runs out, 
Democrats ponder whether 
now is the time to press the 
issue.

Negotiations to extend 
DACA protections have been 
ongoing since December, 
when Senate Minority Lead-
er Sen. Charles Schumer and 
House Minority Leader Pelo-
si met with Trump about the 
program.  The president, at 

the time, tied protections 
for DREAMers with funding 
for the border wall.Nothing 
came of this, which is why 
Democrats considered forc-
ing deportation relief as part 
of the government funding 
bill necessary to keep the 
federal government.  Though 
the bipartisan will exists to 
find a legislative solution 
for DACA, whether it could 
come to fruition in budget 
talks remains disputed.

A government shutdown 
is costly. If Washington 
cannot agree to fund the 
federal government, then a 
shutdown damages the U.S. 
economy, halts pay and fur-
loughs federal employees 
(including the military) and 
shakes faith in the federal 
government.  Both parties 
still blame each other for a 
brief 2013 government shut-
down over defunding the 
Affordable Care Act.  Al-
though Republicans control 
the entire government, if a 
deal cannot be met with the 
Democrats and a handful of 
dissenting Republicans, the 
government will shut down, 
with both sides blaming 
each other.

The crux of a deal over 
the DREAM Act iincludes 
maintaining the stay of de-

portation afforded to the 
program recipients.  While 
in the program, DREAMers 
had to pay fees and provide 
exacting documentation to 
maintain eligibility.  All but 
the most hardline immigra-
tion opponents agree that re-
scinding the promises made 
by the federal government 
would be a disaster.  When 
the program was enacted, it 
in essence asked DREAMers 
to trust the federal govern-
ment and potentially “out” 
their parents as undocu-
mented in exchange for the 
protection to work and go to 
school.  

A bipartisan compromise 
would likely include an ex-
tension of the program, or 
at least maintain the pro-
tections against deporta-
tion that had already been 
promised.  Potentially a deal 
could even include a path-
way to permanent residency 

and eventual citizenship , 
something not provided by 
DACA but a logical next step 
that never came to fruition 
under the Obama admin-
istration.  Doing so would 
fulfill the president’s cam-
paign promise to “take care 
of those kids,” as he put it.  
President Trump and the 
Republicans, in turn, would 
ask for restrictions on immi-
gration and increased fund-
ing for border security.

The prospect of a negoti-
ated “deal” over DREAMers 
doesn’t sit well with all.  On 
Dec. 4, outside Schumer’s 
Manhattan offices, a coali-
tion of community groups, 
including many from 
Queens, rallied to demand 
a “clean” DREAM Act – one 
that does not link a deal with 
border security or other 
punitive measures against 
immigrants.  Decrying the 
perceived militarization of 

border and immigration en-
forcement, organizers call 
for cuts to Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement and 
CBP, asserting that both 
agencies operate with little 
oversight and have dramati-
cally expanded the detention 
of undocumented persons.

Congress’s priorities cur-
rently lie elsewhere, with 
the debate of tax reform hav-
ing eclipsed healthcare as 
the administration’s prior-
ity.  A deal is not likely soon.  
It seems unlikely, given that 
the Democrats would likely 
take the brunt of the blame 
for a government shutdown, 
that they would be willing to 
take as dramatic a stand as 
a shutdown on behalf of the 
undocumented youth.  

Yet, trading the security 
of a few for the broader op-
pression of the many must 
not be the solution.  Argu-
ably most of the Democratic 
base would be satisfied with 
protections for DREAMers 
– a group that has very pub-
licly put names and faces 
to the issue of immigration 
reform. For the nameless 
and faceless undocumented, 
some now having spent de-
cades in the United States, it 
remains far too convenient 
to trade on their safety.

Democrats face impossible DREAMers choice
COLUMNS

Elected officials in of-
fice are similar to any other 
profession from the stand-
point that people must have 
knowledge and experience 
to serve in elected office.

For the most part elected 
officials have been doing 
a satisfactory job for those 
who voted for them. There-
fore, they were re-elected. 
One example of that is in 
northeast Queens, where 
former state Sen. Frank Pa-

davan was elected 19 times 
before he was finally de-
feated.

We try to elect the best 
people to office, and put-
ting term limits in the way 
of that possibility does not 
help our voting system. In 
our federal court system, 
judges serve for life and are 
not subject to any term limit 
restrictions. They are ap-
pointed to office instead of 
being elected. Perhaps the 
judiciary is the place where 
term limit advocates should 
be putting their attention.

Referring to the New 
York City Council, they are 
presently allowed to serve 
two four-year terms before 
being term limited out of 
office. City Council mem-
bers in office become lame 

ducks after they have been 
re-elected to a second term. 
What has happened to other 
elected officials is that they 
lose interest in their duties 
and start looking for other 
jobs or other offices to run 
for, before they finish their 
term in the City Council. It 
has also been seen that once 
City Council members be-
come lame ducks, they have 
a high absentee rate when 
the Council is in session.

It is unfortunate that 
some voters feel a lack of 
trust in the officials elect-
ed to public office, and use 
term limits as a way of 
showing their lack of trust. 
If term limits were put into 
effect in large areas of our 
nation, nationally and local-
ly, it would have the effect of 

weakening our government 
generally.

Our founding fathers did 
not include term limits in 
our Constitution, and we 
should show consideration 
for that. Many of our best 
trained political leaders 
who have served for a long 
time have proved to be a big 
help to our nation. We have 
done well with the electoral 
system before term limits 
came into being.

Today the United States 
faces more nations that 
have, from time to time in 
the last few years, shown 
hostility towards us. They 
are Russia, China, Iran, and 
North Korea. Our nation 
as a superpower must feel 
these hostilities with these 
nations. These countries 

have social and economic 
ideals different from ours, 
and they seem to be expand-
ing their ideals. It is inter-
esting to note that all the 
governments of these coun-
tries came to power through 
revolution. Our nation as a 
superpower has to deal with 
these matters. But,  we, too, 
had our own American Rev-
olution when we threw out 
British rule.

Going back to term lim-
its, we should let the peo-
ple vote for who they want 
to elect. We should not be 
removing people from the 
ballot because they have 
knowledge and experi-
ence. It is time for us to 
deal with term limits and 
eliminate that from our 
electoral process.

Eliminate term limits from electoral process

New Voices

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Though the bipartisan will exists to 
find a legislative solution for DACA, 
whether it could come to fruition in 

budget talks remains disputed.
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

Flushing Meadows Corona Park’s future up for debate
BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Community Advisory 
Board for Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park hosted a Holiday 
Open House at the New York 
Hall of Science Sunday after-
noon, allowing park users and 
advocates to share what they 
imagine as the park’s future.

As part of an effort to get a 
better idea of what to do with 
the park, CAB invited 150 
people to the science museum 
to offer their thoughts on beau-
tification, including ideas on 
public art, maintenance and 
horticulture. Attendees filled 
out surveys and affixed Post-it 
replies to questions mounted on 
museum walls.

A wall dedicated to public art 
asked what attendees wished to 
see more of; Post-it responses re-
quested grade school displays, 
interactive art and 1960s- or 
deco-inspired sculpture. On a 
horticulture wall that asked 
where people wanted more 
planting, attendees suggested 
bridge crossings, the entrance 
and exits, and the entranceway 
from the Van Wyck Expressway 
near the boathouse. 

John Wang, CAB chairman, 
said that Sunday the board’s 
mission was to be the voice of 
the community. 

“This is an important part of 
CAB’s mission of empowering 
local community members and 

ensuring that the park remains 
an accessible, public resource,” 
Wang said. “We look forward to 
applying what we learn from at-
tendees to our work improving 
and protecting the park.” 

Wang said CAB plans on go-

ing through all the notes and 
organizing the ideas as it plans 
ahead. The forum was an initial 
stage of public outreach, he said, 
and CAB intends to hold more 
open houses.  

 “The turnout today was 

good,” he said. “The community 
is very passionate about what 
happens to the park, They’re 
willingly and happily filling out 
surveys, and it’s all been more 
than expected.” 

Clara Salas, a Community 
Board 4 member for 33 years, 
suggested community outreach 
programs from kindergarten to 
colleges. Every voice counts, she 
said. 

“Our community parks are 
the lifelines nature gives us to 
continue to breathe and to sus-
tain ourselves as healthy citi-
zens in the borough of Queens,” 
she said. “Without the park, we 
would not be able to exist. We 
should take care of it and also 
be able to create necessary pro-
grams where all of us can grow 
and do better as conscious citi-
zens.

“It’s also a place where chil-
dren play. We have to protect 
nature and our planet. I appreci-
ate the opportunity to voice our 
opinions on what we want to 
happen to this park.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Attendees posted ideas for Flushing Meadows Corona Park at Sunday’s open house. Photo by Michael Shain 
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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RENAISSANCE
home care services

R

Caring with a Commitment to Quality

Ask For Renaissance!
From in home care, to structured and 

enriching programs at one of our Adult Day 
locations we have an extensive choice of 
specialty trained, multilingual caregivers 
and staff members to meet our client’s 

needs. 

In “Caring with a Commitment to 
Quality”, Renaissance proudly provides 

the following services: 
*Pediatric Home Care  

*HIV/AIDS Home Care
*Mental Health Home Care

*CDPAP
Serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 

Queens, and Staten Island.

Ask for Renaissance Home Health Care!

Pregunte por Renaissance 
Home Health Care! 

Mande pou Renaissance
Home Health Care!

Choisissez Renaissance, 
l’agence de soins à domicile!

Выбирайте “Ренессанс” - 
агентство по уходу за пожилыми!

ASK FOR RENAISSANCE!
RENAISSANCEADULTDAY.COM 800.481.825991-31 Queens Boulevard Queens, NY 11373

Ramos weighing challenge against Peralta
BY BILL PARRY

A former Democratic dis-
trict leader from Jackson 
Heights has left her position 
at City Hall and is mulling a 
primary challenge against 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhrust) next year. 

Jessica Ramos, 32, resigned 
as director of Latino Media 
where she organized Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s town halls and 
City Hall in Your Borough ear-
lier this month so she could 
assess her chances on the cam-
paign trail.

It’s not official yet. I’m still 
having conversations with my 
neighbors and so far what I’ve 
seen is a real appetite among 
my neighbors to elect a real 
Democrat who doesn’t empow-
er Republican,” Ramos said in 
an interview. “In this current 
era, state government is our 
defensive line against the poli-
tics of Trump’s White House 
and it’s more important than 
ever to have a Democratic ma-
jority in the state Senate.”

Ramos has found that time 
hasn’t healed the wound in 
her community since Peralta 

decided to leave the mainline 
Democrats in January and 
join the renegade Independent 
Democratic Caucus, which 
maintains a power-sharing 
agreement with the Republi-
cans for control of the state 
Senate.

“The sense of betrayal in 
Jackson Heights and the other 
neighborhoods like Corona, 
East Elmhurst, LeFrak City, 
Astoria and Woodside is still 
very palpable,” Ramos said. 
“We are very progressive in 
these communities so for him 
to betray us was particularly 
hurtful. Everyone is still very 
upset with him.”

Peralta said, “I’m confident 
in putting my long record of 
Democratic achievements up 
against anyone’s if they chose 
to enter the primary and I look 
forward to a healthy debate 
over the future of the district 
and the city.”

When Ramos was district 
leader from 2010 to 2014, she 
supported Peralta.

“I volunteered for his cam-
paign in 2010 when he was 
running to unseat Hiram 
Monserrate and that was a 

clear-cut choice and I thought 
he was standing up for what I 
believed,” Ramos said. “We’ve 
looked up to him for a very long 
time. I personally feel like I’ve 
been duped. I feel like he’s left 

some very important issues on 
the back burner like rent re-
form. I rent the home where I 
am raising my two boys. When 
the lease is up, the landlord can 
raise it by $600. I’m very lucky 
that my landlord is a good guy. 
I’m also dealing with student 
debt and most of my disposable 
income goes to that instead of 
buying a home.” 

Her sons are in pre-K and 
first grade at PS 69.

“PS 69 is another part of 
this. It’s owed $1.8 million from 
the state from the Campaign for 
Fiscal Equity — that’s just PS 
69,”  said Ramos, who pointed 
out that “$1.9 billion is owed to 
public schools citywide. That’s 
a very big issue for me.”

The nonprofit sued the state 
of New York, which was ulti-
mately required by the courts 
to maintain minimum funding 
for New York City schools.

Ramos grew up in Astoria, 
knowing at age 14 she would 
live in Jackson Heights.

“My dad worked for a Co-
lombian non-profit on 83rd 
Street, so I always came to the 
neighborhood amazed at the 
diversity,” she said. “I wanted 

my boys to reap the benefits 
from being around people 
from all over the world.” Ra-
mos dismissed Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s deal to unify the two 
Democratic factions in which 
the eight members of the IDC 
would rejoin the mainline 
Democrats and reclaim the 
majority.

“The problem with the 
IDC is even if they come back, 
you don’t know if they’ll stay 
— we’ve seen this play out be-
fore in 2014,” Ramos said. She 
expects to make her decision 
official early next year.

“I have deep connections 
not just from being a district 
leader but by being a member 
of Community Board 3 and 
the Jackson Heights Beauti-
fication Group,” Ramos said. 
“A lot will depend on the 
fund-raising. There’s no cam-
paign financing at the state 
level when it comes to fund-
raising, so it’s like the Wild 
West.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Jackson Heights resident Jessica 
Ramos leaves the de Blasio ad-
ministration and is mulling a pri-
mary challenge against state Sen. 
Jose Peralta next year. 

Courtesy Oscar Frasser

ELECTIONELECTION
20182018
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BO R R O W  F R O M  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

Forest Hi l ls —  p :646.569.3600    71-15 Aust in  Street ,  Forest  H i l l s ,  NY 11375
Garden City — p:516.248.4868    2131  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Garden Ci ty  Park,  NY 11040
     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Jer i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rden C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  J e r i c h o Tu r n p i ke,  M i n e o l a ,  N Y  11501
P l ea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521
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Left to right — Laura Skeeles, PA-C, Rajiv Kakar, DPT, Dr. Rohit Hasija, and Lisa 
Saunders, LCSW, of NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Hip and Knee Center

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Earns 
First “Gold Seal” in Queens for Excellence 

in Total Hip and Knee Replacement
Prestigious certification bestowed by The Joint Commission

(Queens, New York – December 14, 2017)  The Hip and Knee Center at NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst has earned The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of 
Approval for Advanced Certification for Total Hip and Knee Replacement. The 
prestigious, national certification recognizes the hospital for providing top-quality 
care and for meeting rigorous standards of patient care at every stage, including 
the initial consult, the procedure, and post-surgical care such as rehabilitation 
services. NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst is the only hospital in Queens to earn 
this important recognition.
 “This special certification is a reminder that residents of Queens don’t need to 
travel far to receive high-quality, affordable hip and knee replacement surgery. 
We have the top orthopedic surgical team right here in our community, who are 
dedicated to restoring mobility and improving the quality of life for patients who 
undergo these complex procedures,” said Israel Rocha, chief executive officer 
of NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst. “We look forward to continuing to be an 
innovative leader in the health care field and offering high-quality programs that 
raise the standard of care provided in our community.”
  “I am thrilled to share this news with the community about our successes in 
providing the best clinical outcomes for patients undergoing hip and knee 
replacement procedures,” said Rohit Hasija, MD, medical director of the Hip 
and Knee Center at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst. “This is a prestigious 
certification, and I am very proud of my team for their dedication to maintaining 
clinical excellence and high standards of care for the patients we serve.”
 The Joint Commission is an independent nonprofit organization that accredits 
hospitals in the United States and promotes national standards for health care 
safety. The Commission assessed NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Hip and 
Knee Center, reviewing compliance with national standards, clinical guidelines, 
and outcomes of care. They also reviewed pre-operative education provided to 
patients and communication with patients on such topics as pain management, 
medication use, discharge procedures, and rehabilitation services.
 The NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Hip and Knee Center is a specialized 
orthopedic program founded with the goal of restoring mobility and quality of life 
to individuals with hip and knee joints that no longer function properly and cause 
difficulty in day-to-day activities. The team of providers includes an orthopedic 
surgeon, rehabilitation doctor, physician assistant, physical therapist, occupational 
therapist, social worker, pharmacist, and nurses. Patients’ pre-surgical preparation 
includes the coordination of rehabilitation by the team at NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst. A patient can receive rehabilitation services at their home following 
surgery or in the hospital. Providers offer patients a compassionate continuum of 
care, with an individualized approach to treatment, leading to quick recovery and 
improved mobility.  
To find more information, visit http://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/
elmhurst/the-hip-knee-center. To make an appointment at the NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst Hip and Knee Center, call 718-396-4324.
About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst    
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, part of the NYC Health + Hospitals health care system, is 
the major tertiary care provider in the borough of Queens. The hospital is comprised of 545 
beds and is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an Emergency Heart Care Station and a 911-Receiving 
Hospital. It is a premiere health care organization for key areas such as Surgery, Cardiology, 
Women’s Health, Pediatrics, Rehabilitation Medicine, and Renal and Mental Health Services. 
Last year, the hospital received close to 700,000 ambulatory care visits and over 130,000 
Emergency Room visits.

About NYC Health + Hospitals      
NYC Health + Hospitals is the largest public health care system in the nation serving more 
than a million New Yorkers annually in more than 70 patient care locations across the city’s 
five boroughs. A robust network of outpatient, neighborhood-based primary and specialty 
care centers anchors care coordination with the system’s trauma centers, nursing homes, 
post-acute care centers, home care agency, and MetroPlus health plan—all supported by 
11 essential hospitals. Its diverse workforce of more than 42,000 employees is uniquely 
focused on empowering New Yorkers, without exception, to live the healthiest life 
possible. For more information, visit www.nychealthandhospitals.org and stay connected 
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/NYCHealthandHospitals or Twitter at @
NYCHealthSystem.

BY BILL PARRY

As rents skyrocket across the bor-
ough and the inflation rate is rising, 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
introduced legislation at LeFrak City in 
Corona last week that would provide a 
tax credit for tenants by increasing the 
eligibility levels of the current real prop-
erty tax circuit breaker. 

Under the proposal, the maximum 
household income eligibility for tenants 
and homeowners would increase from 
the current $18,000 to a $75,000 ceiling. 
The actual tax circuit breaker was estab-
lished nearly 30 years ago. Additionally, 
the overall credit amount and property 
value will also increase.

“This is a much-needed property tax 
credit for hundreds of thousands of New 
Yorkers who day after day juggle to make 
ends meet,” Peralta said. “Clearly, this di-
rect tax relief means more money in the 
pockets of hardworking tenants. As the 
cost of living and the rate of inflation in-
crease, we must ensure the existing tax 
relief measures keep up with the pace.”

According to Peralta’s proposal, the 
eligibility level of the property value 
will increase from $85,000 to $200,000, 
and the tax credit will be set at a maxi-
mum of $800 for New Yorkers more than 
65 years of age, and $400 for people 65 or 
younger.

“My legislation will bring the out-
dated tax relief structure, finally, into 
the 21st century,” Peralta said. “Ten-
ants pay property taxes through their 
rents, and since a big chunk of their sal-
ary, unfortunately, goes towards rent, 
we should help them by providing this 
rebate.”

The property tax circuit breaker was 
put in place to basically cover the por-
tion of a homeowner’s tax bill surpass-
ing a reasonable share of their house-
hold income.

“We need to find a balance between 
income and rent to ensure we keep our 
communities vibrant and as diverse as 
they are now,” Peralta said. “New York-
ers are paying large amounts of their 
paycheck to cover rent, having then to 
cut down their budgets when it comes to 
family and medical expenses. This tax 
rebate will alleviate some of that eco-
nomic burden.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Peralta unveils bill 
for tenant tax relief

State Sen. Jose Peralta (c.) unveils legislation calling for tax relef for tenants with residents 
of LeFrak City in Corona. Courtesy Peralta’s office

We need to 
find a balance 

between 
income and 

rent to ensure 
we keep our 
communities 

vibrant and as 
diverse as they 

are now.
Jose Peralta
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM

MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 12/14/17. Early withdrawal penalty may apply. 

Call Customer Service regarding our 
Attractive CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00-
$249,999.99

2.30%

3 Year 
Certifi cate of Deposit

Limited time off er; valid to qualifi ed residential customers who have not subscribed to any services 
within the previous 30 days and have no outstanding obligation to Charter. *Bundle price for TV Select, 

Internet, and Voice is $89.97/mo. yr. 1 ; standard rates apply after year 1. Free DVR service is for 1 DVR for year 
1; standard rates apply after year 1 (currently $11.99/mo.; install, other equipment, taxes, fees and surcharges 

extra; additional services are extra. 3DVR receiver ($6.99/mo.) required for DVR service and is extra. General Terms: 
TV: TV equipment is required, charges may apply. Channel and HD programming availability based on level of service. 

INTERNET: Available Internet speeds may vary by address. VOICE: Unlimited calling includes calls within the U.S., Canada, 
Puerto Rico, Guam & the Virgin Islands. Taxes and fees included in the price. Money Back Guarantee: Restrictions apply. 

Go to Spectrum.com/Guarantee for complete details. Services are subject to all applicable service terms and conditions, 
which are subject to change. Services may not be available in all areas. Restrictions apply. ©2017 Charter Communications, Inc.

SPECTRUM.COM

STUCK IN A CONTRACT? WE CAN HELP. ASK US HOW.

TV + INTERNET + VOICE
FROM

/mo each for 12 mos 
when bundled*

Plus FREE DVR service*

Enjoy TV on all your devices and the fastest 
Internet starting speeds available for the price
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Go to QPTV.org/QueensPerspectives 
to view this program online

Tune in to QPTV to view the Visions Queens Advisory Board 
awards ceremony that honored Lion Charles W. McBride, PMJF, 
District Governor for the Lions Club of district 20-K1, for his many 
contributions to the community.

The event was hosted by Doreen DiLeonardo, Senior Director 
of Fundraising in Queens, and highlighted the many services that 
Visions provides the blind and visually impaired community. 

The speakers for the evening were: Nancy D. Miller, LMSW, 
Visions Executive Director/CEO; Kinshasa Coghill, Director of 
the Visions Summer Transition Program; and Himelda Mendez, 
Visions Summer Transition Program. Anthony Lemma, Director of 
Community Relations for Assemblyman David I. Weprin, presented 
Lion Charles W. McBride with a citation. An additional citation was 
given to Mr. McBride by the Office of Congresswoman Grace Meng.  
Bob Kraft and Visions Queens Advisory Board members Dr. Sandra 
Delson and Sharlene Kraft provided a little insight about Visions 
services.

VISIONS/Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired is a nonprofit 
rehabilitation and social service organization whose purpose is to develop 
and implement programs to: assist people of all ages who are blind or 
visually impaired to lead independent and active lives in their homes and 
communities, and educate the public to understand the capabilities and 
needs of people who are blind or visually impaired so that they may be 
integrated into all aspects of community life.

Cablecast Dates
Day Date Time Spectrum RCN FiOS

Tuesday 12/26/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Tuesday 12/26/17 7:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 12/28/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34

Anthony Lemma & Lion 
Charles W. McBride, PMJF

Doreen DiLeonardo & Lion Charles W. McBride, PMJF

Nancy D. Miller Dr. Sandra Delson

Bob KraftSharlene Kraft

Kinshasa Coghill Himelda Mendez
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Santathon spirits are bright
PHOTOS BY JULIUS CONSTANTINE MOTAL

It’s karaoke time on the pub crawl known as Santathon, when scores of partygoers dress up like St. Nick and 
go from bar to bar on Queens Boulevard.

At Bar 43 in Woodside, Santathon-goers knock back a few.

Celebrating the Yuletide season, a Santathon crew poses outside one of the Woodside bars that participated in the famous 
holiday pub crawl.

Hold the door for Santa.

At Santathon Jack's Fire Dept., a lone Santa reveler follows 
his own version of the Star of Bethlehem. 

It's Year 6 for the Santathon fund-raiser, sponsored by nine bars in 
Sunnyside.  
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Two Far Rock renewal schools to be closed
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Two schools in the Rock-
aways are among the 14 New 
York City schools scheduled 
for closure, Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña announced 
Monday. A Bronx school where 
one student was stabbed to 
death, and another injured 
was also to be terminated. 

The Brian Piccolo Middle 
School (MS 53) and the Robert 
Vernam School (PS/MS 42) 
are the two renewal schools in 
Queens on the chopping block, 
according to the chancellor. 

Piccolo is located at 10-45 
Naemoke St. in Far Rockaway 
and Vernam is at 488 Beach 
66th St. in Arverne. 

Schools under the renewal 
program slated to be closed 
received funding to help them 
improve, but failed to show 
any sustainable progress, ac-
cording to Farina. 

The schools that were 
closed had a combination of 
poor test scores, enrollment, 
college readiness, attendance, 
and classroom instruction as 
well as school leadership, ac-
cording to an analysis by the 

city’s Department of Educa-
tion. Those schools’ also had 
chronic absenteeism. 

Fariña determined stu-
dents would be served better 
by attending a stronger or 
higher performing school. 

The Urban Assembly School 
for Wildlife Conservation in 
the Bronx, a school on the 
renewal list, which had a stu-
dent who was fatally stabbed 
to death, another sent to the 
hospital and a third arrested, 

was among the 14 proposed to 
be shutdown. 

City Council Education 
Committee Chairman Daniel 
Dromm’s office (D-Jackson 
Heights) cited reports from 
student witnesses that blamed 

the stabbing on anti-gay bully-
ing episodes that were not ad-
dressed by the school adminis-
tration.

Despite the closures, four 
schools in Queens that were 
on the renewal list and made 
small, but steady gains will 
be among the Rise School Pro-
gram, according to the DOE. 
These schools met 67 percent 
of their benchmark in improv-
ing test scores, attendance, 
and college readiness, and will 
receive less renewal resources 
going forward.

The Pan American Interna-
tional High School (Elmhurst), 
Ocean School Elementary (Far 
Rockaway), Richard S. Gross-
ley Junior High School (Ja-
maica) and John Adams High 
School (Ozone Park) are the 
four Rise schools in the bor-
ough, according to the DOE.

“We’re not giving up,” said 
Fariña. “We are just tweaking 
a little bit about where the sup-
port is needed.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

PS/MS 42 Robert Vernam School (top) and MS 53 Brian Piccolo Middle School. Google Earth
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 1, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2

24-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAPPPPPPPYYYY2

p

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Queens Library adds video streaming 
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Cinephiles who are patrons 
of Queens Public Library are 
in luck. 

On Dec. 13 the extensive 
library system, which has 62 
branches, launched the Kano-
py video and film streaming 
service for cardholders in the 
borough, according to the li-
brary’s spokeswoman, Elisa-
beth de Bourbon.

Through the new stream-
ing service cardholders can 
have access to more than 
30,000 foreign-language films, 
award-winning documenta-
ries, instructional videos, and 
classic movies, according to de 
Bourbon.

“Our goal is to offer our 
customers new ways to grow, 
discover, and succeed in their 
lives,” said Queens Library 
President and CEO Dennis M. 
Walcott. “Kanopy’s intelligent, 
compelling collection of films 
helps us deliver for them, and 
satisfy their appetite for learn-
ing and information. And with 
the holidays upon us, we hope 
they will have extra time to ex-
plore and stream the offerings 

from this terrific service.”
Kanopy is a San Francisco-

based on-demand streaming 
service, which was founded in 
2008 as an educational tool for 
3,000 colleges and universities 
worldwide and has 5 million 
streamers, according to the 

company. 
This expansion into the 

Queens library system would 
definitely give the stream-
ing service a wider audience, 
because the 62 community 
branches combined has 11.2 
million visitors a year, accord-

ing to de Bourbon.
The streaming service 

showcases well-known and 
hard-to-find titles through col-
lections such as the Criterion 
Collection, Kino Lorber, Mu-
sic Box Films, Samuel Gold-
wyn, The Orchard, The Great 

Courses, PBS and thousands 
of independent filmmakers, 
according to Queens Library.

Films set in or about 
Queens, such as the Tribeca 
Film Festival winner “Be-
tween Us,” the acclaimed his-
torical drama “Leonie,” and 
the L.A. Outfest winner “Ruth-
ie and Connie: Every Room in 
the House,” as well as many 
others will be featured in the 
streaming system, according 
to Queens Library.

Queens Library e-card-
holders will be able to access 
six films a month from the 
streaming service through 
queenslibrary.kanopy.com 
or by downloading Kanopy 
from apps for iOs, Android 
and Roku just to name a 
few. 

Kanopy also accommo-
dates the visually or hear-
ing impaired with cap-
tions, transcripts and JAWS 
screen readers, according to 
de Bourbon. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

The Queens Public Library System has added video streaming to its long list of resources for its cardholders 
at its 62 community branches. 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Ice age arrives at Citi Field
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Workers lay down a board surface over the entire field and begin to build a hockey rink that extends roughly from third to first base, prepping for the 10th annual Winter Classic at CitiField.

A detail from the poster for this year’s Winter Classic — a throwback to hockey’s first days days when the game was played outdoors on frozen lakes and ponds — between the New York 
Rangers and Buffalo Sabres.  Courtesy of NHL

The Ice Plant, a 53-foot, 300-ton refrigeration unit which arrived at the stadium last Sunday, 
will make a two-inch thick layer of ice by game time on New Year’s Day. 

Pipes are laid from the refrigeration truck in the stadium parking lot to the field. It takes 
about eight days to make enough ice in time for the game.



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 22–28, 2017 29  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST AND MENU ONLINE: 
WWW.JORDANLOBSTERBROOKLYN.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 
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GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue 
(Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
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BY BILL PARRY

A Long Island City music school 
teacher was sentenced to more than 11 
years in prison for underage sex traffick-
ing.

Oliver Sohngen, 52, who founded the 
Long Island City Academy of Music, 
pleaded guilty in August to arranging 
paid sexual encounters with minor girls 
ranging in age from 8 to 17, according to 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Manhattan, 
and he was sentenced Tuesday by U.S. 
District Judge Lewis A. Kaplan to 135 
months.

“Oliver Sohngen, a teacher at a music 
school for children, was a sexual preda-
tor,” Acting U.S. Attorney Joon H. Kim 
said. “He paid to have sex with minor 
girls at least twice, and attempted to en-
gage in sex trafficking of girls under the 
age of 14. His significant sentence will 
ensure that he is no longer a threat to our 
community, in particular, our children. 
We remain committed to prosecuting 
all those who, like Sohngen, prey on our 
most innocent and vulnerable victims.”

Between March and November of 

2013, the German-born Sohngen used the 
aliases “Helmuth Moss” and “Stephan 
Weierbach” while exchanging text mes-
sages with a Bronx man in order to ar-
range for sex with underage girls, pros-
ecutors said.

Sohngen was also sentenced to 10 
years of supervised release.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

LIC teacher gets prison 
for sex traffi cking kids

Long Island City Academy of Music founder 
Oliver Sohngen is sentenced to more than 
11 years in prison for sex trafficking of mi-
nors. Courtesy of nycservice.org

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:12/22/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,888
‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#34718, 23,114 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 12/22/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#35990, 39,600 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
'13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19,606 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42,750 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
'16 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#30539, 24,654 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#37193, 32,181 mi.

$24,600BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHHEREREREROKOKOKOKEEEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$12,995
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$20,888
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Borough President Melinda Katz, who is reportedly toy-
ing with running for mayor in 2021, is visiting churches in 
southeast Queens these days outlining her achievements. 
Here she is last Sunday at New Greater Bethel Ministries in 
Queens Village. Courtesy of the Borough President 

Officers from the 113 Precinct Community Affairs staff take a group of senior citizens and kids from Jamaica to Manhattan 
to see the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Photo by Bruce Adler 

The annual Yuletide toy drive by Queens District Attorney Richard  Brown (c.) gathered donations of more than 200 toys 
that will be distributed to needy children. Courtesy of Queens DA

A few days early, the Three Wise Men make their appearance 
at the Outdoor Living Nativity at Redeemer Lutheran Church 
on Bell Boulevard in Bayside. Courtesy of Susan Lopez 

At the Cross Island YMCA in Bellerose, Antoinette Slaughter, 
with her mother Marie, is the poster child for the Y’s 60th anni-
versary celebration.  Courtesy of the Cross Island YMCA

LL Cool J stops by the annual "Christmas on Merrick" food 
give-away by the Greater Allen AME Cathedral, which drew 
more than 1,000 people  Photo by Nat Valentine



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 22–28, 2017 33  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

HOLIDAY 
SPOTLIGHT IN 
Q U E E N S

12PM–12AM
Special $15 Per Person

 All Day 2 Hours Unlimited Bowling
Including Shoe Rental

11AM–12AM
Special $15 per person

 All Day 2 Hours
Unlimited Bowling
Including Shoe Rental

11AM–12AM
HOLIDAY PRICING

 $9.00 Per Game Per Person
$6.00 Shoe Rental

11AM–2AM
Please contact

BOWL 360
for New Year’s Eve

Package Deals98-18 Rockaway Blvd.
Ozone Park, NY 11417
718.843.5553
Bowl360nyc@gmail.com

WWW.BOWL360.NYC



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 22–28, 201734    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Come celebrate the Holiday season with us 

Tony’s Pizzeria  
& Restaurant
45-18 104 St., Corona, NY, 11368  718.779.1707

A TASTE OF 

ITALY IN THE 

HEART OF 

QUEENS

Open 7 days  
a week

Let us cater your  
next event

ROSES 
FLOWER SHOP
WISHING ALL A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

46-04 104 ST., CORONA, NY, 11368  718.779.4407 

Come see our beautiful  
holiday arrangements  
perfect for gift giving 
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Cord Meyer Development LLC

26th Ave. & Bell Blvd., Bayside
VISIT US AT: http://www.bayterrace.com

Endless Possibilities...
FOR GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS!

Wrap up the Perfect Gift from...
Home Goods  Sephora  Christie & Co. Salon & Spa                

American Eagle Outfitters  LOFT  Bath & Body Works  Claire’s  
Tess Morgan  Lane Bryant  The Children’s Place                        
Yankee Candle Co.  and many other fine stores.

Stumped on a gift?
Get a gift certificate from one of our great stores or restaurants!

Enjoy the best from more than 60 premier shops, fi ne restaurants, 
entertainment venus, professional services and plenty of free parking.
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PARKVIEW REALTY LLC would like to thank 
everyone who donated toys to us during our toy drive. 

Over 100 toys were donated and everyone’s generosity is 
greatly appreciated. PARKVIEW REALTY LLC wishes 

everyone a safe and happy holiday season. 

FAMILY 
Rita & Luigi Maruca, Rosa Talarico, Maria and Bill McCarthy,

 Matilda & Tom Tysz, Concetta Kaloudis

PARKVIEW REALTY LLC TEAM
Maria Mesa, Brunilda Leon, David Duban, Joel Batista,  

Hansel Paulino, Jorge Jaramillo, Jessica Yuchan Pajares,  
Jessica Mendoza, Urban Pinto, Karime Martinez, Naomi Rodriguez

FRIENDS
 Maria Elena Lopez, Mary B & Ramona Zambrano

BUSINESSES
Blinks Deli,  Fast Scissors, Oskar Consulting, Funday Day Care Center, 

Steve Baer, Dollface of New York & Times Ledger

5007 108th St, Corona, NY 11368 | 718.699.2500

47-05 104th Street, Corona, NY 11368
Tel: 718-699-8886   Fax: 718-699-8883

OUR PROGRAMS
Toddlers class: 8am-6pm

 
2:45pm-6pm
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NEVADA DINER WISHES ALL A 
HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR
We are open Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, News Year’s Eve, 
New Year’s Day. Our Holiday Menu includes complete dinners 

Starting @ $26.95, From savory soups to Sweet treats.

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Grape Leaves with Rice ................................................................................................................ included
Fruit Salad Cocktail Supreme ..................................................................................................................... included
Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail........................................................................................................................... extra 12.95 
Baked Stuffed Clams ................................................................................................................................extra 8.95
Half Grapefruit Maraschino ....................................................................................................................... included
Spinach Pie ................................................................................................................................................... included
Mozzarella Sticks ..................................................................................................................................... extra 9.95

CHILDREN’S MENU
ROAST TURKEY with Apple Rasin Dressing ............................................................................................... 18.95
CHICKEN FINGERS with Honey Mustard and French Fries ....................................................................... 18.95
CHEESE RAVIOLI Topped with Mozzarella .................................................................................................. 18.95
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA with Spaghetti ...................................................................................................... 18.95

SOUPS: 

POTATOES:

VEGETABLES:  

BEVERAGES:

DESSERT:

ENTREES
ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF Au Jus, pot & veg ........................................................................................... 34.95
VIRGINIA HAM STEAK served with Wild Berry Ragu, pot & veg........................................................... 29.95
ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY with Apple Raisin Dressing, pot & veg .................................................... 28.95
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA with Spaghetti ...................................................................................................... 27.95
CHICKEN FRANCAISE with artichokes, pimento and lemon sauce, pasta or rice .................................. 27.95
FETTUCCINI ALFREDO with Chicken (with shrimp +$6.00 ) ..................................................................... 28.95
MADRID STYLE PORK TENDERLION Sauteed pork tenderloin with spicy red beans,  
spanish rice, tomato and green pepper ....................................................................................................... 27.95
PASTA al FRUTTI DI MARE: Angel hair pasta with shrimp,  
scallops and  calamari in marinara sauce ................................................................................................... 32.95
SHRIMP & CRAB CASINO: Jumbo Shrimp and Snow Crab in garlic butter  
and mixed peppers with rice pilaf  .............................................................................................................. 30.95
BROILED FILET OF SOLE ALMONDINE topped with Roasted Almonds, pot & veg ................................ 35.95
VEAL CHOP Au Poive with light demi glazed sauce  
garnished with roasted peppers and mushrooms ..................................................................................... 34.95
BROILED HEAVY NEW YORK CUT SIRLION with Mushroom Caps, pot & veg ...................................... 39.95
BROILED STUFFED FILET OF SOLE with Crabmeat Stuffing, pot & veg ....................................................37.95
BROILED FILET MIGNON with Mushroom Caps, pot & veg ...................................................................... 42.95
BROILED SEAFOOD COMBINATION: Shrimp, Scallops, Filet of Sole,  
Halibut and Baked Clams, pot & veg ........................................................................................................... 42.95
BROILED LOBSTER TAILS with drawn butter, pot & veg .......................................................................... 48.95
BEEF & REEF: FILET MIGNON & TENDER ROCK LOBSTER  
served with salad, potato and vegetables, pot & veg ............................................................................. 49.95

DINNER INCLUDES

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM OUR AWARD WINNING STAFF

86-55 QUEENS BLVD  ELMHURST, NY 11373  718.651.9000
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Astorian Nick Testa loves to 

build stuff.  Anything from simple 

bookshelves to outdoor furniture. 

He once cobbled together a work 

table out of reclaimed bowling al-

ley floor.

His philosophy is simple: “If I 

can build it, I’m not going to go 

out to the store and buy it.”

Incredibly, he even built a full-

size Volkswagen bus for a recent 

“Summer of Love”-themed cocktail 

competition at The Bonnie, a popu-

lar Astoria bar on 23rd Avenue.

So, you wouldn’t think that 

Testa, 30, would be a chef by pro-

fession. But he is, and he divides 

his time between that gastropub 

and Sweet Afton, another hip bar 

on 34th Street. 

The fact that this energetic chef 

rocks both his talents, isn’t all 

that surprising. Both passions re-

quire creative flair, a real knack 

for assembling things (as in build-

ing tasty dishes), along with solid 

hand-eye coordination (working 

with knives to cut and prepare 

food), and excellent time manage-

ment skills. 

When asked which ingredients 

combine to make someone a great 

chef, Testa replies, “Somebody 

who is creative and self-driven. 

You have to want to make things 

better. It’s only on you. Nobody 

else can create the next best thing. 

You have to be the one pushing 

yourself to improve.”

It’s those qualities combined 

with a generous helping of charis-

ma, that helped him win a fierce 

competition on “Weird Twist,” 

a captivating episode on Food 

Network’s “Chopped,” which pre-

miered Nov. 28. 

“I’ve been watching the show 

for years. It was always an in-

teresting concept to me. When I 

worked with chef Rocco DiSpirito, 

he had done the show and that’s 

what really got me interested,” 

said Testa. “He’d always make a 

huge mess of the kitchen, food all 

over the walls, but it was always 

fun and interesting to watch. 

When I was approached with the 

opportunity to participate, I’d 

never really thought I’d actually 

get on the show, but after hearing 

from a few friends who won, and 

other folks nudging me to go for it 

— ‘don’t worry if you lose or not’ 

— I decided to pull the trigger.”

According to the Food Net-

work, on that episode (hosted by 

Ted Allen), the chefs learn they’ll 

be cooking with ingredients that 

are bizarre, even by “Chopped” 

standards. Something slimy and 

something strangely shaped are 

found in the first wonderfully 

weird basket. Garlic ice cream 

is not the most startling discov-

ery in the entrée basket. Then, 

the most shocking ingredient in 

the dessert basket doesn’t seem 

so wild – until you pop it in your 

mouth and get a jolt!
Continued on Page 44

'CHOPPED'
CHAMPION
Astoria chef crowned champion    

of Food Network’s ‘Weird Twist’ 

Astoria chef Nick Testa prepares some of The Bonnie's dishes on camera for 
the Food Network's background biography footage for its “Weird Twist” 
episode, which aired Nov. 28.  He won the competition. Photo by Sam Ortiz
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Answers in Sports

For More Arts and Theater Listings, Visit Us At timesledger.com

FILM

Mudbound — Surpassing the 
promise of her debut feature 
Pariah, director Dee Rees has 
made one of the year’s most 
impressive and ambitious 
dramas, adapting Hillary 
Jordan’s post–World War II 
novel about two families — 
one black, one white — who 
confront different levels of 
racism in WWII–era Mississippi. 
A thrillingly old-fashioned 
period fi lm, “Mudbound,” 
which premiered at Sundance 
just after the inauguration 
this year, is achingly timely. 
When: Friday, Dec. 22, at 7 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.

us/

The LEGO Batman Movie — 
Batman must face the villains 
of Gotham City again, but this 
time with his new sidekick 
Robin and fellow caped-
crusader Batgirl, along with 
his ally Commissioner Barbara 
Gordon. This lively animated 
movie combines our favorite 
Gotham City characters with 
the LEGO toy universe, for 
hilarious superhero fun. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 23, 
Sunday, Dec. 24, Tuesday, Dec. 
25, Wednesday, Dec. 26, and 
Thursday, Dec. 27. at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Get Out — Now that Chris 
(Daniel Kaluuya) and his 
girlfriend, Rose (Allison 
Williams), have reached the 
meet-the-parents milestone 
of dating, she invites him for 
a weekend getaway upstate 
with her parents. At fi rst, 
Chris reads the family’s overly 
accommodating behavior as 
nervous attempts to deal with 
their daughter’s interracial 
relationship, but as the 
weekend progresses, a series 
of increasingly disturbing 
discoveries lead him to a 
truth that he never could have 
imagined.
When: Saturday, Dec. 23, at 
7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Christmas Eve on Sesame 
Street — In the Emmy 
Award-winning holiday special 
“Christmas Eve on Sesame 
Street,” Big Bird camps out on 
his roof to prove to Oscar the 
Grouch that Santa Claus does, 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

A Christmas Carol — 
Titan Theatre Company’s 
award winning take on 
Dickens’ timeless tale 
returns to Queens Theatre. 
This moving and musical 
adaptation of “A Christmas 
Carol” has been lauded 
as “a Dickens delight!, ” 
“gorgeous” and a “joyous 
rendition!” Whether you’re 
taking in the story of 
Scrooge for the  fi rst time 
or you are continuing the 
tradition, don’t miss your 
chance to come face to face 
with the “holiday spirit.”
When: Friday, Dec. 22, at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $18 for members

A Charlie Brown 
Christmas — Join Charlie 
Brown and his Peanuts 
gang in this heart-warming 

holiday musical based 
on the beloved animated 
TV special. Watch the 
gang as they dig past the 
commercialized gimmicks 
of presents and decorations 
to rediscover the true 
meaning of Christmas. 
Through a pageant and a 
spindly tree, Charlie Brown 
and friends bring the 
holiday spirit back to life for 
families once again.
When: Dec. 21 - Dec. 30, at 7 
p.m.; Jan. 3 - Jan. 6 at 7 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18 for adults ($20 at 
the door); $10 for children 
17 and under ($12.50 at the 
door)
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com 

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker. All she can 
think about is her latest 
scheme to become a 
ballerina. Her Mom and Dad, 
Queen Patience and King 
Loadsadough, want her 
to focus on her Princess 
duties. Luckily, her four 
maids, the Chancellor and 
Lady-in-Waiting are on hand 
to help make her dream 
come true. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 13, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for 
children; $40 for family of 
four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com 
 Continued on Page 42
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214-22 41ST 718-224-9898

New Year’s Eve 
FOR ONLY $49.00 PLUS TAX & GRATUITY

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine
Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Maria 

Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Seatings at 5pm and 7pm

16oz. Black Angus Shell Steak 

Chicken Francese or Chicken Parmigiana 
Broiled Filet of Sole Shrimp Scampi 

or Broiled or Fried Jumbo Shrimp
All dinners served with Salad, Potato & Vegetables or Pasta

Ring in the New Year!
$49.00 PER PERSON PLUS TAX & GRATUITY

9pm Seating! Includes: Any above Dinner

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 
718.224.9898

Open For 
New Year’s Day 

Brunch! 

Celebrate the New Year at

BY MERLE EXIT

Therapy continues 
for Steve Solomon in his 
self-written show, “My 
Mother’s Italian, My 
Father’s Jewish and I’m 
Home for the Holidays.”

The show, presented 
at Queens Theatre, is 
the third of his very 
funny and true-to-life 
series that performs to 
an adult audience in 
cabaret style with one 
set and props. His im-
personations capture 
the characters to in-
clude the multiethnic 
Brooklyn neighborhood 
that he grew up in. 

In the episode of his 
life, Solomon is going 
back home to spend the 
holidays with his fam-
ily as he tells the story 
to the audience. The 
scenario takes place in 
Atlanta’s airport where 
he is supposed to be fly-
ing home for the holiday 
dinner and running 
late as all flights have 
been canceled due to a 

snowstorm. Stuck alone 
in the terminal late at 
night, he takes the op-
portunity to kvetch to 
us about his parents, as 

well as his other oddball 
relatives. His story be-
gins with the airport’s 
announcement com-
ing over the speakers, 

which means he has to 
call his parents who are 
both hard of hearing, es-
pecially his father. 

Both parents an-

swer the phone — with 
previously recorded 
dialogue. 

“It’s intense, it’s bad, 
nothings coming out, 
I’m in Atlanta,” says 
Solomon.  His father re-
plies, “He said his intes-
tines are bad, nothing’s 
coming out, and he had 
Mylanta.”  Solomon re-
plies “No, I’m trapped in 
Atlanta,” to which his 
father responds, “Oh, I 
get it. He crapped from 
Mylanta.”  

We hear about Solo-
mon’s own marriage, 
complete with imper-
sonations of Solomon’s 
shrewish, fussy “Goy”, 
now ex-wife and his two 
teenage kids.  He uses a 
Joe Pesci-like voice to 
imitate his cousin.  

During an inter-
view with TimesLedg-
er Solomon revealed 
some of his humorous 
anecdotes.

“Over the last year 
and half I lost about 
eight pounds,” Solomon 
said.  “I see my Italian 

family and they say, ‘Ste-
vie, you’re looking good. 
You’re  taking good care 
of yourself.’ I see my 
Jewish family and they 
say, ‘So, you been sick? 
See a doctor. You look 
sick.’ I make fun of my 
uncle Paulie, who is so 
dumb that when I said to 
him, ‘Look at the dead 
bird,’ he looked up.”

Many of his char-
acters do appear to be 
stereotyped and it takes 
a good sense of humor 
to not be offended with 
some of his lines. 

“My Mother’s Ital-
ian, My Father’s Jewish 
and I’m in Therapy” was 
Solomon’s first of the 
trio.  It became the lon-
gest running one-man 
show on Broadway.  He 
has another show en-
titled, “Cannoli, Latkes 
and Guilt. “ 

Solomon also does 
stand-up performanc-
es, which continue in 
Florida before return-
ing to New Jersey in 
late January. 

True-to-life comedy at Queens Theatre

Steve Solomon on set in his self-written show, “My Mother’s Italian, My Father’s Jewish and 
I’m Home for the Holidays.” Photo courtesy of Queens Theatre
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My wish list for 
Queens this holiday sea-
son has only one item 
– new theater venues!  
Regular readers of this 
column know that I fre-
quently lament the lack 
of state-of-the-art locales 
to house our local com-
munity theaters.  Mainly 
confined to churches and 
other make-do spaces, 
these companies do their 
best with minimal bud-
gets and resources in 
this borough of at least 
2.3 million inhabitants, a 
number larger than most 
cities.

Recently I saw a show 
at The Pershing Square 
Signature Center on 42nd 
Street near 10th Avenue 
in Manhattan.  Designed 
by renowned architect 
Frank Gehry, it consists 
of three theaters – one 
with 294 seats, the oth-
ers with 191 each – plus 
two studios, a shared 
lobby with a café and a 
bookshop, and offices, all 
spanning 75,000 square 
feet.  It opened in 2012 

and was funded through 
a public-private partner-
ship, with the city of New 
York allocating $27.5 mil-
lion.

Then Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg recognized 
that “cultural institu-
tions are the lifeblood of 
our city” and proclaimed 
that the center is “a big, 
bold transformative proj-
ect, that will bring more 
people, more growth, and 
more vitality” to Man-
hattan’s West Side.  The 
question is: Why can’t 
Queens, with its vast and 
multi-cultural popula-
tion, have something like 
this?

Sure, some of us take 
a bridge or tunnel to the 
“City,” but many don’t, 
and even though the Sig-
nature Theatre has an 
exceptionally low ticket 

price of $30 for most of 
its shows, a trip to Broad-
way and Off can be quite 
a costly and time-con-
suming adventure. And 
if you want good seats 
to a hit show and look to 
dine at a fine restaurant, 
deep pockets are a neces-
sity.  We need – and de-
serve – some real and af-
fordable theaters right in 
our home borough. What 
do you think?

The play that I saw 
at Signature was “Jesus 
Hopped the ‘A’ Train,” 
by Stephen Adly Guirgis.  
You probably have not 

seen any of his work in 
Queens, unless you saw 
The Outrageous Fortune 
Company’s production 
of “Our Lady of 121st 
Street” in March 2009 at 
Queens Theatre in the 
Park. Guirgis is one of 
our best contemporary 
playwrights -- he recently 
won the Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama for “Between Riv-
erside and Crazy,” and 
his play with an unprint-
able title about a Hat was 
on Broadway.

Another leading 
playwright of today, not 
visable to audiences in 

Queens, is Martin Mc-
Donagh, although Out-
rageous Fortune did his 
“The Cripple of Inish-
maan” in March 2003. 
“The Beauty Queen of 
Leenane” was an early 
huge success, he has 
“Hangmen,” a prize-
winner in London, com-
ing to New York next 
month, and his latest 
film, “Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Mis-
souri,” is playing now, 
and destined to receive 
several Academy Award 
nominations.

The point is that our 

local community the-
aters tend to avoid the 
wealth of contemporary 
plays that are presented 
across the East River.  
These well-reviewed 
plays are almost always 
limited to a short run due 
to economic conditions, 
but could have new life in 
our borough. But the lo-
cals tend to rely on works 
from yesteryear on the 
theory that only familiar 
titles will attract an audi-
ence, even though most 
groups have a tough time 
filling their seats.

I’m sure that new 
modern venues will gen-
erate publicity along 
with the freedom and 
courage to produce new 
and challenging material 
that will bring in a wider 
audience, especially a 
younger and diverse one 
that theater desperately 
needs to survive.

Again, what do you 
think?

Contact Ron Hellman 
at rbhofc@gmail.com

Queens is lacking updated theater venues
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Nothing wrong wtih going to the city, but Queens could use a theater like Manhattan's 
Frank Gehry-designed Pershing Square Signature Center. 
 Courtesy of The Pershing Square Signature Center

in fact, deliver the presents to 
every house on Christmas Eve.
When: Sunday, Dec. 24, at 1 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Sh** You Should Know — 
Sh** You Should Know is an 
educational comedy show 
hosted by Colum Tyrrell 
and Sean Finnerty on 
the fourth Saturday each 
month.Every month they 
invite New York’s brightest 
and funniest comedians 
to share stories with the 
audience about some sh** 
they should know. The 
comics can talk about any 
subject, from drunken tales 
to astrophysics, and Colum 
and Sean riff on what 
they’ve learned.
When: Saturday, Dec. 23, 
from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Q.E.D., 27-16 23rd 
Ave.
Cost: $8 in adavnce; $10 
day of

103rd Precinct Santa’s 
Christmas Parade — Stop 
by the Christmas parade in 
Jamaica.
When: Sunday, Dec. 24, 
from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Parade starts on 
168-02 91st Ave.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 657-8181

Double Dutch 
Tournament — 
Participants are 

welcome to register as 
a team or unattached 
for this competition. 
Divisions include 
novice, intermediate 
and advanced. Teams 
and individuals will be 
judged in the categories 
of compulsory, doubles, 
freestyle and speed.
When: Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center
Contact: (718) 471-4818

Continued from Page 40 

Arts

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

am

Thought Double Dutch was a summertime activity only? 
Not true. Check out the Double Dutch tournament at Lost 
Battalion Hall Recreation Center on Queens Boulevard in 
Forest Hills. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Christmas at 
Aunt Bella’s

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks south of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

OUT GOING 
CATERING!!

APPETIZERS
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $9.95
Dozen Baked Clams - $14.95

Mussels, White or Red - $11.95
Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

SEAFOOD
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 

or Fra Diavolo - $17.25
Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a 

lemon, butter, and white wine sauce served 
over linguini - $19.95

Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed with 
muchsrooms and fresh mozzarella in Marsala 

sauce over linguini - $19.95
Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, 

clams, calamari, and mussels marechiara - $23.95
Red Snapper - $19.95
Monk Fish - $18.95

ENTREES
Chicken: Parmigiana,

Marsala, Francese - $16.95
Chicken Melissa: Sautéed chicken breast, 

spinach, roasted pepper, and fresh
mozzarella in a sherry sauce - $17.95

Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - $17.95
Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet topped

with ricotta and eggplant, served
Parmigiana style - $17.95

Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95

PASTA
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed 

Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95
Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti 

and Meatballs - $14.95
Penne Soprano - Penne with meat sauce 
and topped with fresh mozzarella - $15.95
Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken 

Parmigiana - $17.95
DESSERT

Cheese Cake - $6.25 $6.25 $6.25

AVAILABLE
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 22-28, 2017

By Bill Deasy

Busy One
Across
1. Best, Ferber and 
Millay
6. Nicholas or Peter
10. "Beyond the ___" 
(Bobby Darin hit)
13. ___ hint (clue in)
14. Concern for some 
sleepers
16. "Fuzzy Wuzzy ___ 
a bear"
17. Drone
19. Amazing sight?
20. Quiet as ___
21. Pretty sure thing
23. Witnesses
25. "Immediately" in 
the OR
26. Govt. health org.
29. Society's worst
32. "LOL!"
34. "The Cowardly 
Lion"
36. Junior of the NFL
37. Supports a scheme
39. Away from the 
bluster
40. Hush-hush W.W. 
II grp.
41. 50-and-over org.
42. Flag bearers
44. Dress ___ 
(resemble)
46. Neck in the woods
47. "...or ___ just me?"
48. Bit of dogma
50. President pro 
___ (Senate bigwig)
51. Yorick's skull, e.g.

53. "Everything will 
___" ("Don't worry")
55. High ——
58. Leaning letters
62. British runner 
Sebastian
63. Hives
65. Tennis ball's path
66. Midsize
67. "Drove my Chevy 
to the ___"
68. Hint for clues 
117A, 63A, 10D, and 
28D
69. Big name on 5th 
Avenue
70. Lip-curling look

Down
1. Scandinavian myth
2. Rhythm keeper

3. ___ contendre
4. Perfect
5. Acted bratty
6. Inventor's initials
7. Some resorts
8. "My Way" 
cosongwriter
9. Snorkeling areas
10. Honey
11. Certain bridge seat
12. Viper of the Nile
15. "The Queen of 
Soul," familiarly
18. They might cause 
pressure
22. Words for a black 
sheep
24. Show the door
26. Cherrystone
27. ___ Lama
28. Queen

30. Quebec's ___ 
Peninsula
31. Suffragist Anthony
33. Up ___ (stuck)
35. Put out to pasture
38. Canned product 
since 1937
43. Baby birds?
45. Check for the 
possibility that
49. Sums...
52. Jimmies
54. Carpenter who sang
55. Steamed
56. "___ partridge in..."
57. Mt. Rushmore state
59. Come clean?
60. "Ah-ha..."
61. Sonny's partner
62. City hail?
64. Carry-___ 
(airline suitcases)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GORGEOUS GEORGES
F R E S H D O T R A G E S
L U C I A R H O O V E R T
A S H E N A I M L E O N A
G E O R G E G O B E L R I B

R U M S T O O G E S
B I G A P P L E A N N E
A T E S T O P S S O B E R
S C O T Y I E L D S U R E
S H R U B N E A R S S I D

G N U S S W A T C H E S
S M E A R E D P U L
O A R G E O R G E B U R N S
I N A N E D O E B E A U T
L I F E R G A M L I N D A
S A T E S E M S E N T E R

“When I got into the 
competition, everything 
came from nostalgia 
for me: my foundation 
of cooking things that I 
first learned immediate-
ly popped into my head 
when I saw the ingredi-
ents,” Testa said. “I knew 
within 10 seconds of open-
ing the basket what I was 
going to make. There was 
never any mind change.”

So, he went back to 
his roots.

“The first course was 
dictated by something 
I used to make when I 
was working with Rocco 
DiSpirito; the second 
course was inspired by 
something I made when 
I was a kid, starting off 
working in little Ital-
ian delis, and the third 
course was my fat boy 
intuition, something that 
I’d want to eat, a crowd 
pleaser. My main focus 
was making sure the fla-
vors would work togeth-
er, to make it taste good.”

DiSpirito is a healthy 
lifestyle crusader, James 
Beard award-winning 
chef, and highly ac-
claimed author of 13 books 
(including five New York 
Times bestsellers). His 
newest cookbook, “Roc-
co’s Healthy + Delicious,” 
debuted in October.

In that epic cook-
ing battle, Chef Testa 
is armed with a triple 
threat of judge-pleasing 
ideas for each dish he 
concocts. During the first 
challenge, he’s presented 
with a creepy array of in-
gredients – sort of like a 
witch’s brew: black rice 
ramen, snails, pig’s head 
terrine and conehead 
cabbage – but as if by 

magic, transforms it into 
something awesome.  He 
said he knew he’d be cre-
ating a classic Asian ver-
micelli salad, which he 
made almost every week 
with DiSpirito. 

When you’re going 
for the gold, it’s that out 
of the box mindset that 
gives you a real edge over 
your opponents.

“I made a killer dress-
ing, which is what that 
salad is all about: know-
ing how to put the flavors 
together,” said Testa. “I 
felt really confident about 
the first round when I 
saw the basket, and that’s 
when my nerves settled. 
I thought, ‘This is not 
going to be as hard as I 
thought it would be.’”

The second course 
consisted of stuffed 
lamb intestines, garlic 
ice cream and red run-
ner bean blooms, so the 
imaginative cook pre-
pared classic Italian sau-
sage and peppers.

“My mother and fa-
ther are both Italian, 
and I remember going to 
my grandfather Jerry’s 
house in Westchester on 
the weekends as a kid; he 
would always cook sau-
sage and peppers,” Testa 
recalled. “In the middle 
of the plate would be a 
heaping pile of ricotta 
cheese. I so badly wanted 
to serve the dish with a 
piece of bread and serve 
it to the judges as a big 
sandwich, but I thought, 
‘I’m not going to do what 
I do every day.’ Oddly 
enough, that’s what 
judge Scott Conant actu-
ally wanted; he wanted 
me to make a sandwich. 
I felt that I needed to step 
out of my realm though.” 

The last course’s in-

gredients were just your 
“run of the mill” sweet 
avocado, dried ants, tang 
yuan (a tart), slimy Japa-
nese starch with a nut in 
the middle, and Szech-
uan peppercorn buds 
(the flower).  That gastro 
experience proved a bit 
scary because the buds 
are “totally aggressively 
spicy,” according to the 
thrill-seeking chef, who 
daringly ate a half of one 
on set and realized it was 
tongue-numbing, proving 
that cooking can be a dan-
gerous sport at times. 

On a more subdued 
note, it turns out you can’t 
go wrong with a “beauti-
ful” ice cream sundae.

“My friend Barry 
Frish, who’s the test kitch-
en manager for Munch-
ies, won a ‘Chopped’ epi-
sode back in the day, and 
his advice to me was to 
make ice cream. He said, 
‘Get to the ice cream ma-
chine as fast as you can. 
It’s gonna pay off.’ Well, it 
turned out Testa had nev-
er used a professional ice 
cream machine like that 
before. So, he gathered 
all the eggs and the heavy 
cream he could carry, 
and when he saw that 
his competitor was grab-
bing similar ingredients, 
he jetted past her to get 
to the machine. “Thank 
god, I later learned that 
she was making creme 
brûlée,” he recalled.

Grace under fire and 
a cool head. That’s what 
it takes to run hectic gas-
tropub kitchens, where 
the stress level can reach 
a boiling point.  

The winning chef, 
who started with the As-
toria bars on St. Patrick’s 
Day 2015, also works 
at their sister bar, The 
Penrose, on the Upper 
East Side. He has lived 
in Astoria for six years 

Continued from Page 39 

CHOPPED and says he loves that it’s 
very close-knit. “Any-
time you spend a good 
amount of time at a cer-
tain bar, you get to know 
everybody, and through 
that, you meet this whole 
network of friends, and it 
starts snowballing.”

Cooking is an art and 
every artist needs some 
inspiration. So, Testa says 
this is how he gets his.

“Every Monday night, 
my colleague Russ and I 
go to Astoria Bowl, start-
ing at 4 p.m. to do a few 
hours of bowling, and 
afterward, we explore 
the Michelin-starred 
restaurants in New York 

City. We crush the entire 
menu: every snack, every 
entree, every dessert. We 
photograph almost ev-
erything, and then we 
sit there and really taste 
it. We always keep those 
flavors in the back of our 
mind,” he explained. 

Chef Testa draws from 
that inspiration when he’s 
cookin’ up a storm in the 
bar kitchens, where he’s 
given full creativity of all 
the menus. “That’s really 
where I shine,” he says.

The hard-working 
cook will be enjoying 
some much-needed down-
time during the holidays. 
“I usually entertain, but 

this year I’ve stepped 
back to let other folks 
take the reins; I handed 
this holiday season over 
to my girlfriend’s fam-
ily,” he said.

After winning $10,000 
and the honor of being 
named a “Chopped” 
champion, Testa — 
fierce competitor that he 
is — is already setting 
his sights on “Chopped 
Champions.”

Every year, “Chopped” 
selects a group of eight 
winners to compete in 
that episode and the 
grand prize is $50,000.  
And Testa said he’d love 
to be a part of that.

A look at Chef Nick Testa behind the scenes of an episode of "Chopped." Photo by Mike Di Tota
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SIT DOWN DINNER

Winter Salad
Blood orange / hazelnuts / endive / white balsamic

Pasta
Maine Lobster ravioli / basil crema / pesto drizzle

Surf ‘n’ Turf
Roasted Shrimp ‘scampi’ / ASPARAGUS GRATIN
Filet Mignon ‘porcini’  /  POTATO CROQUETTE

Chocolate ‘symphony’
Decadent selection of chocolate desserts

New Year’s Eve 2017
7:30pm-1am

$125 per person all included

MENU
UPON ARRIVAL

Cocktail Hour Includes
Butler Style Passed Hors D’oeuvres
Arancini Rice Balls / Caprese Skewers / Mini Cocktail Franks

Sesame Chicken / BBQ Beef Crostini  / Antipasto Roll / Tostones ‘n’ Guac

Tuscan Antipasto Table
Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Pepper

Parma Prosciutto / Salami  / Soppressata / Mortadella
Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina

Fusilli Salad /  Fresh Mozzarella 
Olive Medley /  Bruschetta  

Full buffet of hot food
Fried Calamari /spicy marinara

Chicken Marsala / mushrooms, rosemary
Baked Meatballs / marinara, parsley

Eggplant Rollatini / mozzarella, pomodoro
Cheese Tortellini ‘panna’ / prosciutto, peas

*We Also Have Private Rooms That Can Accommodate Up To 125 People*
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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results demonstrated how the 
expansion could improve ser-
vice and safety for both riders 
and residents.

The MTA said the 3TC 
award will pay out $1.457 bil-
lion to the contractor from the 
current five-year capital plan 
and $356 million from the 2020-
2024 capital plan. The project 
will wrap up in 2022.

The #TC contractor will be-
gin their work in January 2018.

But Larry Penner, an advo-
cate who worked 31 years for 
the USDOT Federal Transit 
Administration, was skeptical 
about the funding and logisti-
cal barriers to the project.

“What Cuomo overlooked 
is important to riders and 
taxpayers who have to pick 
up the tab. No comment 
about the status of the $5.8 
billion he still owes toward 
fully funding the $32 bil-
lion MTA Five-Year Capital 
Plan. Add an additional $1 
billion he pledged in re-
sponse to recent NYC Tran-
sit subway and LIRR Penn 

Station problems,” Penner 
said in an April op-ed in 
TimesLedger. 

Capacity in Penn Station 
and the East River tunnels are 
also major obstacle, Penner 
added.

“There will be no increase 
in rush-hour service,” Penner 
said. “Without finishing Main 
Line Third Track by 2021, 
along with East Side Access 
by 2023, there is no Penn Sta-
tion capacity for additional 
Ronkonkoma rush-hour ser-
vice. Penn Station has been 
operating at 100 percent capac-
ity for decades.”

the MTA to run trains closer 
together.

About 2,000 feet of third-
rail replacement will coincide 
with the installment of 700 feet 
of new track. Workers will be 
able to do about 1,000 feet of 
track drainage clearing and 
leak-eliminating grouting

E trains will be running 
along the F line between Jack-
son Heights - Roosevelt Ave. 
and West 4th St. at all times 

while still stopping at World 
Trade Center at all times ex-
cept 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.

Shuttle service in Brooklyn 
between Metropolitan Ave. and 
Myrtle-Wyckoff Ave. will take 
up the slack of M train service 
being suspended.

F, R and E service will be 
available to those traveling to 
and from Forest Hills-71 Ave.

In late June, Cuomo called 
for a state emergency for the 
subways to suspend bureau-
cracy to expedite improve-
ments following system-wide 
meltdowns, including a derail-
ment in Harlem which injured 

over 30 straphangers. Since 
then, the state of emergency 
has been renewed by the state 
four times.

In October, Cuomo began 
assembling an advisory board 
of transit experts, politicians 
and private sector leaders 
known as “Fix NYC” to help 
implement congestion pricing 
on thoroughfares into Manhat-
tan and create a dedicated rev-
enue stream for the MTA.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

News reports and other data-
bases helped the  survivors or-
ganization complete this list, 
which has over 45 clergy mem-
bers from Queens.

Carolyn Erstad, a spokes-
woman for the diocese, claimed 
the settlement program is in-
dependently run and no legal 
assistance is necessary on the 
part of victims 

“The Diocese of Brooklyn 
is all about encouraging sur-
vivors to come forward and ap-
ply for financial compensation 
through the [IRCP],” Erstad 
said. “Instead that informa-
tion is withheld and the law-
yers only offer their services 
as a means to apply for com-
pensation. Survivors should 
be aware that while they may 
wish to hire an attorney, they 
do not need one to apply to the 
[IRCP], and that pro bono at-
torneys are provided by the 
program’s independent admin-

istrators to advise on the sign-
ing of the release.”

One such priest who was 
listed in the report compiled 
by lawyers, Father Adam 
Prochaski, was also one of the 
worst alleged offenders on the 
list. 

Prochaski was with Holy 
Cross parish school at 61-21 
56th Rd. in Maspeth between 
1973 and 1994. Linda Porcaro, 
a teacher who was close to the 
matter and the whistleblower 
in the case, claims the priest 
had assaulted numerous girls 
between the ages of 5 and 16 
and was known to use physical 
intimidation on the boys in the 
school.

Porcaro said several stu-
dents came to her about the 
abuse they endured and she 
took this information to the 
principal in 1990, but action 
against Prochaski was slow.

Boston attorney Mitch-
ell Garabedian, who was 
depicted in the film “Spot-
light, firmly believed there 
was a cover-up regarding 
Prochaski’s case.

fected were in Queens with 
an average property value 
of $481,769 and a deprecia-
tion loss of about $17,940,775 
borough-wide. 

According to a release 
from the IDC officials, the 
breakaway Democratic group 
led the charge in an effort to 
give government agencies 
the ability to levy fines of up 
to $500 per day on  banks al-
lowing properties to fall into 
disrepair.

Known as “zombie homes”, 
the state Department of Fi-
nancial Services now keeps 
a registry of such properties, 
the release said.

Mobilization for Justice, 
a Manhattan-based orga-
nization which offers legal 
services to low-income New 
Yorkers, praised the study.

“As an organization dedi-
cated to preserving New 
York communities, Mobili-
zation for Justice  applauds 
the Senate for examining the 
detrimental impact on New 
York communities caused by 
the failure of financial insti-
tutions to maintain the prop-
erties they hold,” said Linda 

Jun, senior staff attorney at 
Mobilization for Justice. “To 
advance the stability of New 
York neighborhoods and pro-
tect them from harm, there 
must be greater account-
ability for these financial 
institutions. Mobilization 
for Justice strongly supports 
the IDC’s recommendations 
to increase registration, 
penalties, inspections, and 
enforcement to ensure that 
financial institutions no lon-
ger allow their properties to 
fall into disrepair.”

The IDC and mainline 

Democrats have warring 
over reunification in recent 
weeks as the Democratic 
Party offered an ultimatum 
to the renegade officials 
led by state Sen. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx): if IDC members 
do not form a coalition the 
Democratic Party to take two 
seats in a special election, 
they will be met with prima-
ry challenges.

The IDC was formed in 
2011 and allied itself with the 
Republicans to pass legisla-
tion as the Democratic Party 
lost the majority in Albany.

Continued from Page 4 
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in Elmont adjacent to the horse 
racing track on land currently 
occupied by an underutilized 
parking lot near the LIRR sta-
tion. The project will create 
12,000 construction jobs and 
3,100 permanent jobs while 
requiring a state investment 
of about $1 billion, according 
to Cuomo.

The partnership awarded 
the development project will 
break ground in 2018 to finish 
in 2020.

A 435,000-square-foot re-
tail center is expected to go 
along with a hotel and other 
amenities. 

“Today is a win, win, win,” 
Cuomo continued. “It is a 
win for the community; big 
economic development initia-
tive that’s going to utilize this 
great asset that’s been under 
utilized for years... It is a big 
win for the fans, because it is 
much easier to get here than 
Barclays Center... and it is a 
win for the team.”

Cuomo said the state is 
appealing to the National 
Hockey League Commission-
er Gary Bettman to allow the 
Islanders to play at the Nassau 
Coliseum while the new venue 
is under construction. The 
Islanders played at the Colise-
um from 1972, when the team 
was founded, to 2015.

Meanwhile, the LIRR is 
undergoing rapid upgrades 

to better serve sports fans at 
the Belmont station, such as 
the LIRR Expansion Project, 
which will add a third track 
to the 9.8-mile stretch of Main 
Line between Floral Park and 
Hicksville.

The Belmont station will 
see more regular service com-
pared to current schedules 
which only make stops during 
race season.

All seven street-level cross-
ings along the Main Line 
corridor will be eliminated. 
These upgrades will be com-
plete without having to ac-
quire any residential proper-
ties, while sound walls will be 
built to minimize the impact 
on surrounding homes.

“The island is coming back, 
and that’s why the Islanders 
are coming back,” Islanders 
co-owner Jon Ledecky said. 
“Growing up in Queens, I am 
excited the Islanders will have 
a new address in the 11003, El-
mont, N.Y.”

Barclays was poor fit for 
the Islanders with not enough 
space for a regulation rink 
and the team failed to reso-
nate with Brooklynites. 

Originally signing a 25-
year lease at Barclays Center, 
Brooklyn Borough President 
Eric Adams showed little re-
morse over the Islanders leav-
ing.

“There’s only one Brook-
lyn team for Barclays Center 
and that’s the Brooklyn Nets,” 
he said. “We wish the Island-
ers well on their journey to 
Belmont.”

Continued from Page 1 
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State Sen. Tony Avella stands in front of an abandoned house in Flushing-
Broadway last year. Photo by Gina Martinez
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS IN L.I.C.

PLAXALL.COM

PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR

LOCAL INSTITUTIONS:

C4Q

HOUR CHILDREN

HUNTERS POINT PARKS CONSERVANCY

JACOB A. RIIS NEIGHBORHOOD SETTLEMENT

LIC-A

LIC ARTS OPEN

LIC CULTURAL ALLIANCE

MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE

QUEENS COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

QUEENS MUSEUM

URBAN UPBOUND

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU 

DO FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

THE KIRBY, PFOHL, AND QUIGLEY FAMILIES

AND ALL OF US AT PLAXALL

Schumer wants quick approval of bomb detection tech
BY MARK HALLUM

U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (DNY) is calling for better 
technology to be fast-tracked 
for approval by security 
agencies to keep the city safe 
against terrorist attacks fol-
lowing the one which shook 
the Port Authority Dec. 11.

The hardware Schumer 
referred to is already in the 
hands of Transportation Se-
curity Administration and 
could be deployed to detect 
small devices used in at-
tacks on the city’s subways, 
he claimed.

“The fact that we have 
this new, potentially life-
saving technology at our 
fingertips – an ability to 
detect concealed explosives 
worn by cowards looking 
to do us harm – demands 
the federal government put 
both the testing and the 
perfecting of this technol-
ogy on the fast-track. We 
not only want these devices 
in America’s busiest cities, 
like New York, but we need 
them here,” Schumer said. 
“So, today, I am urging the 

TSA to bring these devices 
to New York City, test them 
in our subways, in Penn Sta-
tion, in our airports, and, if 
they work as well as touted, 
pursue an expedited seal of 
approval that gives all of us 
another layer of security to 
fend off would be lone wolf 
terror. As the threats we face 
evolve our preparedness and 
response must evolve as well 
to remain a step ahead of 
evil doers.”

Schumer said the TSA 
has been developing tech-
nology known as Stand Off 
Explosive Detection, which 
helps identify individuals 
 with explosives by screen-
ing the natural emissions 
emanating from a person’s 
body. SOED has been in de-
velopment since 2004 and 
has already been used to 
secure events such as the Su-
per Bowl.

The Dec. 11 attack hap-
pened at about 7 a.m. and 
injured four commuters, in-
cluding the bomber, as they 
passed through a tunnel 
linking 42nd Street - Times 
Square station with the 

Port Authority Bus Termi-
nal. Akayed Ullah, 27, from 
Bangledesh, was identified 
as the man responsible and 
had the homemade explosive 
device strapped to his torso, 
police said. 

Ullah was later hit with a 
variety of terror charges, in-
cluding criminal possession 
of a weapon, supporting an 
act of terrorism and making 
a terroristic threat, accord-
ing to NYPD.

One of the victims, Ve-
ronica Chavez from Corona, 
escaped the attack to be 
treated for minor injuries at 
Mount Sinai West.

“There was smoke every-
where and debris falling,” 
Chavez told the Daily News 
following the experience. 
“My ears were ringing. They 
haven’t stopped ringing. All 
I kept thinking is, I want to 
see my children again. If 
something happened to me, 
who will care for them?”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Sen. Charles Schumer is calling for the implementation of bomb 
detection technology. Twitter
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BY ZACH GEWELB

Madison Square Garden 
serves as St. John’s University’s 
home away from home and the 
Johnnies (9-2) protected their 
home court, defeating Iona (5-
5) 69-59 in a men’s hoops tilt 
Sunday night at the “World’s 
Most Famous Arena.”

Five different players re-
corded double-digit scoring 
numbers to help guide St. 
John’s to victory, which boost-
ed its record to 9-2 on the sea-
son.

Shamorie Ponds finished 
with a game-high 16 points, 
while Justin Simon tallied 15. 
Bashir Ahmed, Marvin Clark 
II and Tariq Owens each added 
12 points.

The teams were locked in a 
25-25 tie after a back-and-forth 
first half before the Johnnies 
outscored their opponent 44-34 
in the second half to secure the 
victory. 

St. John’s head coach Chris 
Mullin admitted his team 
struggled in the first half, but 
was proud of the way his play-
ers responded after the inter-
mission.

“We didn’t play that well in 
the first half, but I don’t think 
it had anything to do with our 
opponent. I thought we got good 
looks, missed a lot of easy shots, 
and I think when you do that, 
no matter who you are playing 

against, it keeps that team in 
the game,” Mullin said.

“I thought we played with a 
little more energy and moved 
our bodies in the second half. 
Just put some energy into the 
game, into our cuts, moved the 
ball a little better, and as crazy 
as it may sound, we made about 
three or four layups and creat-
ed some separation,” he said.

“When we made that little 
separation, we made two-or-
three wide-open layups and it 
helped us get a little separation.”

Second half dominance has 
been a trend for St. John’s this 
season. The Johnnies’ have 
outscored their opponents by 
103 points in the second half 
through their first 11 games of 
the season.

“Maybe they need a little 
sweat or something to get go-
ing,” Mullin said. “I don’t 
know. We don’t do a whole lot 
differently preparation-wise 
as far as eating our meals at 
the same time and things like 
that. I wouldn’t say we played 
so well in the second half to-
day, but we played better.”

Ponds played a big factor 
in the second half, pouring 
14 of his 16 points in the final 
frame. Ponds penetrated the 
lane to get the free-throw line 
often, where he went a perfect 
8-for-8.

Simon padded his stats in 

Justin Simon recorded 15 points, seven rebounds, four steals and three 
assists in St. John’s victory over Iona.  Courtesy of St. John’s Athletics

BY ROBERT COLE

Playing without two key 
starters put the Bayside boys’ 
basketball team in a bind that 
the Commodores couldn’t 
overcome, as they fell 86-44 to 
Mount St. Michael in a non-
league matchup Saturday in 
the Bronx.

Despite the loss, head coach 
Steve Scharf was still proud of 
his team’s effort. 

“We have a very high 
character team,” Scharf said. 
“There are no excuses or blam-
ing other guys in the locker 
room. We’re just going to get 
back at it.”

 Team captain senior Shaun 
Deleon echoed his coach’s sen-
timent, saying he believes the 
teammates gave it their all. 

“Whoever plays us we are 
going to play with effort and 

that is all that matters,” Deleon 
said. “There are no excuses for 
the loss, no focus on the score, 
just an emphasis on the team’s 
effort, and a reminder that al-
though the team plays to win, 
how you play the game still 
matters.”

Playing without starting 
center Riki Holloway and small 
forward Jordan Low, the Com-
modores’ offense had difficulty 
getting on track. The team 
committed nine turnovers in 
the first quarter, which helped 
Mount go on an 11-0 run as they 
ended the quarter with a 19-5 
lead.  

Bayside improved its of-
fense game with 17 points in the 
second quarter, led by Nahjee 
Brightharp, who scored eight of 
his 11 points in the frame. But 
Mount’s defense continued to 
create turnovers and they took 

a 22-point lead into the half.  
Mount opened the second 

half with a 7-0 run to increase 
its lead to 51-22. The Commo-
dores struggled with their shot 
and scored just six points in 
the third period, giving Mount 
a 67-28 lead going into the final 
quarter.

The Commodores did not 
give up, though, and went on a 
run after converting on three 
consecutive three-pointers, 
one each from Edward Cahill, 
Anthony Grillo and Kenneth 
Marin. 

Mount managed to fend off 
Bayside to secure the 86-44 
victory.

“The effort’s always a 10 out 
of 10,” Scharf said. “I am just 
proud of how they play. They 
never dog it, they really give it 
their all, and they want to get 
better.”

Bayside’s Manuel Paghubasan drives around a defender during the Commodores’ road loss Mount St. Michael 
in the Bronx. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 50

St. John’s downs Iona 
in fi rst MSG action

Depleted Bayside falls
Commodores drop non-conference road match 

Sports
45-22 162nd St, Flushing, NY 11358

SPONSORED BY
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the second half, finishing with seven 
rebounds, four steals and three assists 
to go along with his 15 points. Simon 
said he the enthusiasm from the stands 
helped him lock in on the floor. 

“You could just feel the energy from 
the crowd. It was a great environment 
that we had tonight. Hopefully the next 
time we play we will have the entire 
place packed out,” Simon said. “You 
could feel the energy in there and I think 
that really just motivated us a lot to just 
play hard, play our game and have fun.”

While the Johnnies’ offense thrived 
in the second half, it was their defense 
that played perhaps the biggest role in 
securing the victory. St. John’s entered 
the contest ranked 18th in the NCAA in 
scoring defense (62.2 points per game) 
and limited Iona to fewer than 60 points, 

the seventh time the Red Storm accom-
plished the feat this season. 

The Johnnies’ used their length to 
disrupt the Gaels, recording 10 blocks 
in the winning effort. That helped them 
build their lead to as many as 20 when 
they took a 52-32 lead midway through 
the second half. Iona pulled to within 
seven at 58-51, but the Johnnies thwart-
ed the comeback attempt to secure the 
victory. 

St. John’s is hoping to take their mo-
mentum into conference play, which be-
gins next week when the Johnnies take 
on Providence at Carnesecca Arena 
Thursday, Dec. 28.

“I think all of our preparation we 
have done up until now is for the Big 
East,” Mullin said. “If we can make 
some three’s, rebound the ball better, 
come out with some energy in the first 
half, and these are all things that I think 
we are going to do. We don’t carry this 
game over into the next one, but we’ll 
keep working on it.”

Continued from Page 49 

St. John’s

Major League Baseball 
has seen a slow start to its hot 
stove season, and the Mets 
have been no different. 

The team dipped into the 
reliever market and has add-
ed some depth. But Mets fans 
who are expecting the team to 
make a big, splashy move will 
be disappointed.

It seems as though General 
Manager Sandy Alderson is 
operating with a tight budget, 
cutting payroll from last sea-
son. There may be a few bucks 
to spend, but given the way the 
free agent market typically de-
velops, it’s unlikely the Mets 
will spend big on a first base-
man, second baseman or out-
fielder, all areas of need.

So what can fans resonably 
expect from the Mets the rest 

of the offseason?
First, let’s take a look at the 

moves the team has already 
made.

Mets ink free-agent

reliever

The Mets officially an-
nounced the signing of 
free-agent reliever Anthony 
Swarzak to a two-year, $14 
million contract last Friday. 
Swarzak, 32, pitched to a 2.33 
ERA in 77 1/3 innings in a 
breakout season with the 
White Sox and the Brewers in 
2016. The righty also struck 
out a career-best 10.6 batters 
per nine innings, adding an-
other arm that can generate 
swing-and-misses from the 
bullpen. 

It was no secret that Al-
derson and the Mets were 
looking to add another re-
liever to the mix, but they 
are taking a big chance on 
Swarzak. He spent the first 
five years of his career in 
Minnesota, where he pitched 
to a 4.48 ERA, before moving 

onto Cleveland in 2015.
He only appeared in 10 

games for the tribe before 
he went to the Bronx in 2016, 
where he struggled with the 
Yankees, pitching to a 5.52 
ERA in 26 games. He signed 
with the White Sox before the 
2017 season and pitched well 
before the team shipped him 
off to Milwaukee ahead of the 
trade deadline and finished 
the season on a high note with 
the Brewers. 

Swarzak doesn’t have over-
powering stuff, but he deepens 
the bullpen, adding to the core 
of A.J. Ramos, Jeurys Familia 
and Jerry Blevins. 

The price may be a bit high 
for someone of Swarzak’s track 
record, but all-in-all, it seems 
like a good move for the Mets.

Mets add veteran catcher

The Mets signed free-
agent catcher Jose Lobaton 
to a minor-league contract 
last Friday. 

Lobaton, who spent time 
as the Nationals’ back-up 
catcher last year, is ex-
pected to compete for play-
ing time with incumbents 
Travis d’Arnaud and Kevin 
Plawecki. 

While the Mets will like-
ly go into the season with 
d’Arnaud and Plawecki as 
No. 1 and 2 on the depth 
chart, Lobaton offers insur-
ance in the event of injury 
or ineffectiveness.

He had a down year 
in 2017, batting just 
.170/.248/.277 with four hom-
ers and 11 RBIs in 51 games. 
He has a reputation for being 
a strong defensive catcher 
who works well with pitch-
ing staffs.

The signing will not 
move the needle too much, 
but Lobaton provides good 
value as a third catcher.

Moves left to make

The Mets should still be 
searching for a first base-
man to compete with Domi-
nic Smith, a utlity infielder 
who can play second and 
third base and another out-
fielder. There are still plenty 
of options available, but the 
Mets need to be aggressive 
before being backed into a 
corner. 

They can try to swing a 
trade, perhaps for a veteran 
infielder like Jed Lowrie 
(Oakland) or Jason Kipnis 
(Cleveland) and could look 
to bring back Jay Bruce as a 
first baseman/outfielder.

It will ultimately come 
down to cost, and while the 
trio is certainly not cheap, 
they could bring good value 
to the club under the right 
circumstances. 

If the Mets can bring in 
some support and add some 
depth, they can slip right 
back into playoff conten-
tion and make some noise in 
2018.

Trying to decipher Mets’ offseason blueprint
Zach 

Gewelb
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
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Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
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HOUSE
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US!
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Collections
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Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 22–28, 201752    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

that “he’s obviously a Republi-
can and we don’t share values 
and I’ll try to work with him, 
although I suspect we won’t see 
eye to eye on most issues.”

The two men held a tele-
phone conversation Monday 
and the mayor had a decidedly 
different tone in his answer to 
the Glendale resident.

“I made very clear I will cer-
tainly work with the new council 
member,” de Blasio said. “I have 
worked with people from the oth-
er party, the Republican party, in 
the Council for a long, long time 
productively. I expect this to be 
a productive relationship, too. 

Look, if my comments seemed 
flippant, it may be because we’re 
in a rather agitated moment in 
history, and a lot of us are feeling 
very strongly about the bigger 
issues about the two parties. But 
that does not mean, on the day-
to-day issues affecting the com-
munity, that we don’t have to put 
that aside.”

Holden thought the conver-
sation was a step in the right 
direction.

“It was very good. The may-
or called me and congratulated 
me on my victory and I con-
gratulated him on his victory 
and joked that mine was a little 
closer than his,” Holden said. 
“He said that he has worked 
well with Republicans in the 
past and I explained I’m not 

really a Republican, it’s more 
complex than that. He said I 
like your tone and let’s turn the 
page and find common goals.”

Holden was also invited to 
meet de Blasio at Gracie Man-
sion later this month.

Another major topic dur-
ing the town hall meeting was 
the controversial Select Bus 
Service program that began 
last month along Woodhaven 
Boulevard. There were several 
complaints from the audience 
about heavy traffic along the 
corridor.

“We are learning as we go is 
the honest truth. We can make 
adjustments,” de Blasio said. 
“We need to keep fine-tuning to 
make sure it works best for the 
community.”

“I found a mix with the Bolly-
wood deep drums in it, and the 
girls loved it.”

Charles didn’t only find in-
spiration from her friend, but 
the girls themselves. 

“On the team we have girls 
who are African-American, 
afro-Hispanic, West Indian, 
some are of Indian descent,” 
said Charles. “So I try to take a 
little bit of all the cultures and 
mix it all into one.”

“This made the girls under-
stand each other more as far as 
music-wise,” said the coach. 

For the step routine Charles, 
who regretted not pursuing 
a sorority while in college in 
Miami, decided to do a routine 
similar to the stroll’s sisters 

at Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities do, according 
to Charles. 

“That is just one thing I 
wished I had done in while I 
was in college,” said Charles. 
“Their steps are always bold 
and they have attitude. I just 
love everything about so-
rorities. A sorority is a whole 
bunch of girls who you con-
sider to be your sisters, so 
that is why I went with that 
theme.” 

Wilson hopes that as the 
girls continue to dance across 
the country that they will con-
tinue to grow and get to know 
themselves, each other and 
build character along the way. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

crowdfunding site GoFundMe 
by family, friends, former class-
mates and strangers who sim-
ply wanted to help the grieving 
family of the aspiring actress, 
model, and filmmaker.

Her aunt, Peggy Brunner, 
set up the GoFundMe account 
and within days donors gave 
$30,000 to help the family, ac-
cording to the site. An addi-
tional $10,000 goal was later 
added to help catch the killer. 
So far $8,606 has been raised. 

“Desi’s mom and dad are 
on [their] way to Jamaica right 
now. Please pray they get an-
swers and the police get the 
monster who murdered my 
beautiful niece who is loved 
and missed by so many!!! Desi, 
we won’t stop until we have 
JUSTICE!” Brunner said on 
the website. 

Gibbon, was found beaten 
and with her throat slashed 
on a road in the bushes of the 
rural town of Anchovy in the 
St. James parish section of the 
island Nov. 26, according to in-
vestigators on the island. 

She arrived on the island 
Oct. 20 and was given a three-
month stay while living at her 
grandmother’s bed and break-
fast inn in the resort town of 
Montego Bay. She was expect-
ed to fly back home to Queens 
Nov. 30, according to authori-
ties on the island. 

Family members said a 
friend offered her a job at a re-
cord label, which was bringing 
her back to New York.

The model was one of 12 
people murdered over that 
weekend in St. James, accord-

ing to Jamaican news site 
Western Mirror. 

The Anchovy Police report-
ed that a passer-by stumbled 
across the blood-soaked body 
of Gibbon around 9:15 a.m. on 
Long Hill road.

Gibbon’s uncle was the one 
to identify the young woman 
from a photo the police had, ac-
cording to investigators on the 
island. 

She attended Cardozo High 
School in Bayside and St. 
Francis Preparatory School 
in Fresh Meadows, according 
to social media posts made by 
former classmates.

Friends of Gibbon said she 
was a fun-loving person with 
a great personality. She was a 
graduate of West Virginia Uni-
versity, where she obtained a 
degree in broadcast journalism 
and was working on the island 
to make a documentary and 
pay for film school in Europe.

To celebrate her life and 
her bubbly personality, guests 
were asked to wear bright col-
ors to the funeral and to share a 
musical playlist to  her younger 
sisters for the funeral service, 
according to her friend Bianca 
Pappas on a Facebook post. 

The post also revealed that 
a memorial would be held 
at Gibbon’s grandmother’s 
church on Dec. 30th, but a time 
and location has not been men-
tioned as of yet. 

Cali-Gibbon later thanked 
the donors for their contribu-
tions with helping to bring her 
daughter back to New York and 
the funeral. 

“Thank you all beyond any 
words that can ever convey 
how appreciative I am for all 
the love and support you have 
shown me at this difficult time 
on our life.”

which we have grown accus-
tomed will be lessened.”

The $2.5 million project 
lowered the Grand Central 
Parkway roadbed at three 
overpasses, at 31st Street, 69th 
Street and Broadway to allow 
enough clearance for the big 
rigs.

“Reducing the truck traf-
fic in local communities will 
improve the quality of life 
in Astoria, Woodside, Sun-
nyside, Jackson Heights and 
Elmhurst,” state DOT Acting 
Commissioner Paul Karas 
said. Construction work began 
Nov. 12 and it will be complete 
before the end of the year.

“A long horrible nightmare 
for the people who live, work, 
travel and raise their fami-
lies in the Astoria neighbor-
hood is finally ending,” state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) said. “I 
can’t think of a nicer gift to 

the community this holiday 
season and I thank Gov. An-
drew Cuomo and the state De-
partment of Transportation 
for listening to our request, 
acknowledging the needless 
suffering of this community 
and getting this project done 
in record time.”

The elected officials had 
to pause several times dur-
ing their news conference 
at the Columbus Triangle 
alongside the Grand Central 
Parkway, as truck traffic 
rumbled through the inter-
section at Astoria Boulevard 
and 31st Street. City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) has seen the 
problems daily as he makes 
his way from home on 28th 
Street to his district office on 
Newtown Road.

“Lowering the roadway 
to allow trucks to stay on the 
highway will bring benefits to 
traffic safety and our environ-
ment,” Constantinides said. 
“Astoria Boulevard, known for 
its highway feel, will experi-

ence less truck traffic to make 
the street feel more incorpo-
rated into the community. This 
will benefit our seniors and 
families who walk and drive 
along it. We all deserve access 
to streets without unbearable 
traffic congestion, loud noises, 
and heavy fumes.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) was on 
hand to thank the governor, 
and congratulate Community 
Board 1, Gianaris, Simotas 
and Constantinides for their 
success.

“This has been an incred-
ible team effort to see this 
through,” Crowley said. “It 
shows that government can 
work for the people. I think 
people have become jaded 
about the role of government 
in their lives. We were told 
this could not happen and 
yet it made so much common 
sense.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Trucks

Continued from Page 1 

Funeral

Continued from Page 4 

Cheer

Continued from Page 5 

Town hall

State Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas (c.) announces that big trucks will be allowed to travel on the Grand 
Central Parkway between the BQE and the Triborough Bridge by the end of the year. Photo by Bill Parry
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


