
BY MARK HALLUM

The MTA announced 19 final-
ists in its Genius Challenge to 
save the city’s subways.

The initiative, established by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo in June, 
offers $1 million to the most in-
novative ideas in three different 
categories:   The MTA received 
over 438 submissions from 23 dif-
ferent countries and the finalists 
ranged from well-known trans-
portation companies to individu-
als.

French rail company, Als-
tom, made the finals in all three 
categories of suggestions for up-
grades to signals, cars and com-
munications.

“When I took on the role of 
chairman last summer, I was 
very forthright about the need to 
stabilize the subway system and 
we’ve begun to do that with the 
implementation of the Subway 
Action Plan,”  MTA Chairman 
Joe Lhota said. “Additionally, 
I said that we have to look for-
ward and that after undertaking 
efforts at stabilizing the system 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Following an Appeals Court 
decision, 277,495 Queens hom-
eowners of one-to three-family 
houses will get a $183 rebate on 

their water bills, but not everyone 
is seeing it as a victory. 

In 2016 Mayor Bill de Blasio 
proposed the $183 credit as part of 
the city Water Board’s fiscal year 
2017 budget, saying it would help 

ease the burden on middle-class 
and elderly homeowners. The 
Rent Stabilization Association 
argued more seniors and middle-
class New Yorkers live in rentals, 
and people who would benefit the 

most from this would be upper 
-middle-class residents living in 
brownstones. 

The Appeals Court upheld the 
Water Board’s authority to issue 
the credit to the mayor’s chosen 
demographic. 

Joseph Strasburg, president 
of the Rent Stabilization Asso-
ciation, said the mayor has once 
again acted against the interest 
of the city’s 25,000 landlords, who 
he said struggle daily to make 
repairs and maintain quality, af-
fordable housing for New York-
ers. 

“De Blasio forgot to thank 
these small landlords—because 
his water rebate for one- to three-
family homeowners is on their 
backs.” he said. 

The mayor disagreed and ap-
plauded the New York Court of 
Appeals’ decision as a victory for 
the middle class and another crit-
ical step towards building a more 
fair and equitable city.

“The court’s decision clears 
the way for the Water Board to 
provide welcome financial relief 
for more than 664,000 New York 
homeowners,” he said. “They 
can now receive a credit on an 
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The hugely popular Winter Classic game — an annual NHL game played outdoors — is set for Citi Field. The Rangers vs 
the Bufflao Sabres, on New Years Day, marks the first time the game has been played in New York.   Photo by Bruce 

Adler

PUT A RINK ON IT 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After an LIRR Murray Hill Station sign was 
vandalized with anti-Asian graffiti, MTA Police 
have installed a security camera at the station.

Community leaders and elected officials were 
outraged after discovering a LIRR Murray Hill 

Murray Hill asking 
MTA for security BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of support-
ers, family and friends of 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
packed his favorite restau-
rant, Manducatis Rustica, 
on Vernon Boulevard in 
Long Island City last week 
to witness him officially 

sworn in to a third term at 
City Hall. The evening took 
the sting out of two signifi-
cant setbacks for Van Bram-
er earlier in the week.

One was political, the 
other bureaucratic.

On Dec. 20, City Coun-
cilman Corey Johnson (D-
Manhattan) became the pre-
sumptive speaker of the City 

Council, over Van Bramer 
and six other finalists, af-
ter the reported backing of 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), the 
leader of the Queens Demo-
cratic Party.  While Crowley 
declined to comment on the 
deal, Van Bramer was one 
of the first to congratulate 

Officials disclose the opening of the new 
Hunters Point Library will be delayed once 
again frustrating City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer who has championed the proj-
ect for decades. Photo by Bill Parry

MTA reveals 
fi nalists to fi x 
failed subways  

Queens homeowners get water bill rebate
De Blasio wins Appeals Court ruling giving city authority to issue $183 credit

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3IDC opposition escalated through 2017
BY MARK HALLUM

The victory of Donald Trump 
in November 2016 triggered an 
insurrection against a group 
of breakaway Democrats in the 
state Senate from mainline party 
advocates, which would become 
a prominent political battle in 
Queens in 2017.

State Sens. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) and Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) saw intense resis-
tance from both constituents and 
colleagues for their involvement 
in the Independent Democratic 
Committee. The IDC was formed 
in 2011 to counteract the Repub-
lican majority in the Legislature 
by so that members could negoti-
ate with GOP officials to pass pro-
gressive legislation.

As Trump took office, however, 
public opinion toward the IDC’s 
eight members turned negative as 
accusations they were caucusing 
with the GOP and that they were 
actually hindering progressive 
legislation began to take hold.

“Today’s political climate de-
mands that progressive legisla-

tors take bold action to deliver 
for their constituen ts,” Peralta 
said in January 2017 when he 
announced his defection to the 
IDC. “That’s why I’ve decided to 
join the Independent Democratic 
Conference, where I can best ef-
fect progressive change on issues 
like affordable housing, higher 
education, school funding equity, 
homelessness reforms, economic 
development, infrastructure up-
grades, affordable healthcare, 
senior citizen protections and so 
much more. The IDC’s track re-
cord on delivering for the most 
vulnerable New Yorkers is irre-
futable.”

Within a month, elected offi-
cials such U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), chairman of 
the Queens Democratic Party, and 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) as well as Councilmen Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
and Costa Constantinides (D-As-
toria) made their opposition clear 
to Peralta’s decision to switch to 
the IDC.

Peralta was thrown from his 
own Democratic club, New Vi-

sions.
“He has betrayed this com-

munity in this way, going to cau-
cus with the party of Trump at a 
time when our values are under 
attack,” Constantinides said at 
an anti-IDC rally in February. 
“Where immigrant families are 
feeling unease and possible depor-
tation, he stands with the party 
that won’t defend them.”

At a town hall, constituents 
shouted “traitor” at Peralta.

Avella, who joined the IDC in 
2014, was next on the list.

Progressive groups such as 
Rise and Resist, No IDC NY and 
Empire State Indivisible made 
their voices known at rallies and 
events calling on Avella to rejoin 
the Democratic Party with cries of 
“Phony Tony, you lied to us.”

In late February, about 50 
protesters showed up at Avella’s 
district office on Bell Boulevard 
and were met by around 20 coun-

ter-protesters in favor of Avella. 
Among them was community 
activist Paul Graziano, who chal-
lenged Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) in the primary and 
general election later in 2017.

The counter-protesters defend-
ed Avella’s track record of getting 
legislation passed and saying it 
was in keeping with Democratic 
values. One Avella supporter 
pointed out that the GOP majority 
would still control the state Sen-
ate whether the IDC had a seat at 
the table or not, while being part 
of the ruling coalition brings ben-
efits to constituents and provides 
Democrats some voice in crafting 
legislation.

Avella handled the protesters 
by calling small groups of them 
into his office where he debated 
their arguments against the IDC 
with them directly.

He argued that he is behind 
Democratic legislation such as the 
DREAM Act, which he co-spon-
sored in every version introduced 
to the Senate. In fact, he blamed 
the most recent defeat of the bill to 
allow undocumented immigrants 

IDC officials were met with aggressive and growing opposition as the Trump ad-
ministration entered the White House. Photo by Michael Shain

Queens legends who left indelible mark still mourned

BY GINA MARTINEZ

2017 was a year filled with no-
table Queens deaths, from politi-
cians to entertainers to civic lead-
ers.  

In January Flushing-born phi-
lanthropist Max Kupferberg died 
at 97. Kupferberg and his family 
have been active in the Queens 
community, donating millions 
throughout the years to multiple 
causes and running their family 
business out of Flushing. Kupfer-
berg and his twin brother Ken 
were born in 1919 to Romanian 
parents who came to the United 
States in 1903. Their father was a 
cabinetmaker and mother was a 
homemaker, He had six siblings 
in total. Max loved to give back to 
his hometown. He donated money 
and resources to Flushing Hospi-
tal and Medical Center, where he 
served as chairman of the board; 
the Queens Botanical Garden So-
ciety, the YMCA, Queens County 
Savings Bank, New York Com-

munity Bancorp, and many other 
organizations. In total Kupferberg 
supported over 40 local organiza-
tions

 He and his wife Selma donated 
$10 million for programs, exhibi-
tions and renovations at the former 
Colden Center at Queens College, 
which was renamed the Selma 
and Max Kupferberg Center for 
the Visual and Performing Arts 
in 2006. It includes the Colden Au-
ditorium , the Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum The Arts Center and the 
Louis Armstrong House Museum 
and Archives.

In March Helen Marshall, who 
served as Queens borough presi-
dent for 12 years after many nearly 
two decades as a Democratic law-
maker at the city and state levels, 
died in California at 87. Marshall 
was the first African-American 
borough president of Queens and 
the second woman to occupy the 
post in the most ethnically diverse 
county in the country.

Born in the Bronx on Sept. 30, 

1929, she was educated at Queens 
College and taught until she be-
came the first director of the 
Langston Hughes Library in Coro-
na. She served as a state assembly-
woman from 1983 until 1991, then 
ran for a seat in the City Council, 

where she served from 1992 to 2001. 
Marshall also directed the affairs 
of Queens County from Borough 
Hall for three consecutive terms 
from 2002 to 2014. She is survived 
by her two children, Donald Jr. 
and Agnes Marie. Her husband, 

Donald, died recently.
The entertainment indus-

try was shocked in June when 
Queensbridge rapper Prodigy, 
one half of the famous rap group 
Mobb Deep, died in Las Vegas 
after a brief hospitalization. The 
42-year-old rapper, whose real 
name was Albert Johnson, bat-
tled sickle cell anemia for years. 
He was in Las Vegas for a Mobb 
Deep performance at the time of 
his death.

Prodigy rose to fame in the 
early ’90s alongside rap partner 
Havoc. They released their first 
album, “Juvenile Hell,” in 1993, 
but reached success with their 
sophomore album “The Infa-
mous,” which featured the hits 
“Shook Ones Pt. 2” and “Survival 
of the Fittest.”

The group became part of the 
hip-hop elite and collaborated 
with Wu-Tang Clan, 50 Cent and 
fellow Queensbridge rapper Nas 
throughout the years. In 2007, 
Prodigy was 

Assemblyman Mike Simanowitz died in August after battling an unknown illness. 
He was 45.

Philanthropist Max Kupferberg, Boro President Helen Marshall and rapper Prodigy died last year
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12
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Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), who 
serves as the chairman of 
the Committee on Courts & 
Legal Services, was behind 
two of the year’s biggest 
pieces of legislation. The 
councilman pushed to make 
revenge porn a crime and re-
quire the NYPD to report the 
demographics behind who 
is stopped for fare evasion 
crimes. 

In November the City 
Council voted unanimously 
to pass a bill that criminal-
izes the use of revenge porn, 
which lawmakers defined as 
a 21st century form of sexual 
assault used to embarrass or 
humiliate victims.

The legislation, inspired 
by a state bill sponsored by As-
semblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside), makes it 
a misdemeanor offense in 
New York City to disclose, or 
threaten to disclose, intimate 
images of another person 
without consent and with the 
intent to cause harm.

If convicted, perpetrators 
can face up to one year in 

jail, a $1,000 fine, or both.
New York is the 39th 

state, plus the District of 
Columbia, to currently have 
laws specifically targeted 
at combatting this practice. 
Neither New York state nor 
New York City had laws on 
the books to protect New 
Yorkers or hold perpetrators 
accountable before the bill 
was passed.

In December Lancman’s 
fare evasion bill passed 
unanimously in the Council.

The legislation will now 
require the NYPD to re-
port the number of arrests 
and summonses issued for 
subway fare evasion on a 
quarterly basis and break 
down the data into three 
categories: the subway sta-
tion where the enforcement 
action took place; transit bu-
reau district; and the race, 
sex and age group of the in-
dividual arrested or issued a 
TAB summons.

Lancman sponsored 
the bill in response to data 
from the state’s Division of 
Criminal Justice Services 
that showed that in the first 
six months of 2017, the NYPD 

made more than 30,000 stops 
for jumping a turnstile.

According to the data, 
of those who were stopped, 
three-quarters were issued 
a civil summons for violat-
ing the MTA rules against 
fare evasion, but during the 
same period 8,625 individu-
als were arrested for “theft 
of services,” a misdemeanor 
offense under state penal 
law.

Nearly 90 percent of those 
arrested for theft of services 
in 2017 were either black or 
Latino and Lancman said 
the data confirmed that the 
city’s prosecution of fare eva-
sion as a crime dispropor-
tionately affects immigrants 
and people of color.

This new legislation is 
intended to fill in the gaps 
in the current system for re-
porting fare evasion arrest 
and summons data.

Earlier this year, the 
NYPD refused to release data 
on where fare evasion ar-
rests took place and the race 
of the individuals who were 
arrested despite repeated re-
quests made by MTA board 
member David Jones.

Lancman spearheads court reform
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Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com
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     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rd e n C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  M i neo l a ,  N Y  11501
P lea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The city’s Department of Trans-

portation celebrated an unprec-
edented expansion of protected bike 
lanes this year with a record 25 miles 
constructed this year, a 38 percent 
increase over last year’s total of 18 
miles. City officials and street safety 
advocates hailed the additional mile-
age within New York City’s growing 
1,190-mile bicycle network.

“My helmet if off to the DOT plan-
ning and construction crews that 
have this year shattered records with 
25 miles of new protected bike lanes, 
part of the largest bicycle network in 
North America,” DOT Commission-
er Polly Trottenberg said. “Twenty 
years ago the city took a big step 
forward with its first plan to build a 
bike lane network, and cycling is now 
growing by orders of magnitude, fast-
er than any other mode of transporta-
tion in the city.”

Trottenberg noted that the de Bla-
sio administration has committed to 
doubling cycling citywide by 2020.

“We look forward to working with 
the Department of Transportation not 
only to secure a year-over-year expan-
sion of this life-saving infrastructure, 
but to ensure that one day soon every 
New Yorker will live within a quarter-
mile of a protected bike lane,” Trans-
portation Alternatives Executive Di-
rector Paul Steely White said.

In Queens, DOT built a new protect-
ed bike lane on 111th Street along the 
western edge of Flushing Meadow Co-
rona Park. The agency also completed 
the third phase of the transformation 
of Queens Boulevard, which has now 
gone more than three years without a 
pedestrian or cyclist fatality, accord-
ing to the DOT.

“That is such wonderful news,” 
street safety activist Lizi Rahman 

said. “Everything works, all of the 
safety measures together with the bike 
lane and that gives people such a relief. 
It makes them feel safer.”

Rahman is a Jamaica resident, 
but Queens Boulevard is close to her 
heart. In February 2008, her 22-year-
old son Asif, a poet and photographer, 
was riding his bike to work on Queens 
Boulevard when he swerved to avoid a 
double-parked car and was struck and 
killed by a truck. When she went to 
the scene of the deadly collision on the 
boulevard’s service road at 55th Road 
in Elmhurst, Rahman was “shocked 
and surprised” to see there was no 
bike lane on the thoroughfare, which 
had six lanes in each direction.

“I truly believed that day that if 
there was a bike lane along Queens 
Boulevard my son would still be 
alive,” Rahman said in 2016. “From 
that day on I did everything I could to 
get a bike lane, so that no other mother 
would feel that pain. I began my advo-
cacy for a bike lane in 2008.”

In May, she introduced Mayor Bill 
de Blasio as he announced plans for 
Phase III of the project, from Eliot 
Avenue in Rego Park to Yellowstone 
Boulevard in Forest Hills, , and she 
praised him for putting the transfor-
mation into action.

“I almost gave up several years ago, 
but we got a big boost when Mayor de 
Blasio came to office,” she said. “All 
the years of negativity and pessimism 
were replaced by action.”

Last week, Rahman was brought 
to tears as she remembered her son 
Asif.

“He was my star. He was never a 
number or a statistic, he was my son,” 
she said. “I just wanted to make sure 
other mothers didn’t lose their son like 
I did.”

Rahman is also well aware that 
businesses have been affected by the 
loss of 198 parking spaces in Phase 
III of the project, and that businesses 
in Sunnyside objected to the potential 
loss of 158 parking spots in an initial 
proposal by the DOT to bring protect-
ed bike lanes to Skillman Avenue and 
43rd Avenue.

“I hear all these complaints, I do.” 
Rahman said. “But they must under-
stand. It could be one of these business 
owners losing their son, their daugh-
ter, or maybe one of their grandchil-
dren. Until it happens to your own 
family, you can never understand the 
pain. You have to save lives. There’s 
nothing more important than that 
and they should be more open to these 
plans.”

The city constructed a record 25 miles 
of protected bike lanes across the city 
with three major projects in Queens 
with more in the planning stages. 

Photo by Mike Shain

City adding bike lanes
Small business owners abhor loss of parking spaces

Summer of Hell spills 
over into the new year

BY MARK HALLUM

Subway meltdowns and 
hobbled commuter train 
service defined 2017 for 
straphangers, who found 
their day-to-day travel ob-
structed by the very system 
driving the city’s economic 
engine.

Rampant, system-wide 
delays from signal and 
electrical system failures 
in the subway coupled with 
a repair backlog in Penn 
Station that required eight 
weeks of reduced LIRR ser-
vice, was dubbed the “sum-
mer of hell” by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo.

Electrical failures in 
the East River tunnels and 
a malfunctioning switch 
point were the main causes 
behind Penn Station’s trou-
bles and LIRR riders paid 
the price in form of cancel-
lations.

In 2011, Cuomo peeled 
back the Payroll Mobil-
ity Tax, which helps fund 
the MTA, but promised to 
replace those funds every 
year, according to transit 
advocacy group, Riders Al-
liance.

For six years, Cuomo’s 
office kept with its commit-
ment to replace the MTA 
funds each year by contrib-
uting between $307 million 
and $311 million every year. 
This year, however, Cuomo 
proposed to only reimburse 
the MTA with $244 million, 
a 21 percent reduction from 
last year’s $309 million, 
which will left a $65 million 

gap. 
On one day in April, 

44 trains were delayed 21 
trains were canceled from a 
New Jersey Transit derail-
ment.

As the problems mount-
ed in Penn Station in April, 
Amtrak’s CEO, Wick Moor-
man, admitted to letting the 
whole region down when he 
revealed the tracks in Penn 
Station had been in need of 
repair for a prolonged pe-
riod of time and were the 
cause of two recent derail-
ments that disrupted LIRR 
travel in a transit calamity 
that played out across sev-
eral states.

Amtrak announced it 
would take six weeks to deal 
with the issues in the na-
tion’s largest rail hub, and 
before too long, six weeks 
turned to eight. Twenty per-
cent of the tracks would be 
out of service in July and Au-
gust. The “summer of hell” 
was in full swing.

Cuomo’s attempt to sal-
vage the situation began with 
the re-appointment of former 
MTA Chair Joe Lhota, whom 
he tasked with rebuilding the 
state agency and sparing no 
expense to get the subways 
back on track.

In the Hammerstein Ball-
room at the Manhattan Cen-
ter in June, Cuomo called for 
a state of emergency to ex-
pedite technology upgrades 
such as the replacement of 
the 19th century equipment 
which comprises the signal 
system and new subway cars 
as the “summer of hell” ap-
proached.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Come Celebrate 
New Year’s Eve

Sunday December 31st
DJ and Dance floor

Dinner Specials
Kitchen Open until 2am

64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH, NY 11378

New Year’s Day Brunch
FREE VALET PARKINGCALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 718-672-9696

$13.95 
Includes One  

Complimentary Drink

$26.95 
2 Hours of Unlimited Sangria, 
Mimosas, Bloody Mary, Beer & 

Cocktails with brunch



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
31

, 2
01

7
10

we needed to modernize it. 
The Genius Challenge is 
the first step in achieving 
the modernization goal.” 
AECOM, Siemens, Thales 
Group, Alcatel-Lucent and 
Transit Wireless are just 
a few of the big names to 
make the finalist list.

The judges are com-
prised of MTA leadership, 
academics, engineers, 
transit experts and busi-
ness leaders who deter-
mined in the first phase of 
the challenge which pro-
posals could be deployed 
in the least amount of 
time and in the most cost-
effective manner.

The next phase of the 
challenge will also be the 
last in which the state 
agencies  decides which of 
the proposals are the three 
brightest concepts to make 
the subways truly modern.

“Ultimately, this com-
petition is about identify-
ing technologies that can 
deliver more capacity and 
throughput in the subway 
system. Subway ridership 
has grown in tandem with 
New York’s overall econom-
ic growth and it’s impera-
tive that we continue work-

ing toward finding ways to 
accommodate more people 
with better, faster service.  
Having been so involved 
with the competition for 
the past six months, I am 
confident that ideas that 
have been submitted can 
and will play a key role in 
delivering New York a 21st 
century subway system,” 
said Janno Lieber, the 
MTA’s chief development 
officer.

The subways are an 
analog system in a digital 
world.

Work began to build the 
subways in 1904, with the 
No. 7 train route through 
Queens completed in 1917 
when most of the borough 
was farmland. The system 
still operates on the same 
basic technology of that  
day which would have been 
developed in the 19th Cen-
tury.

Cuomo unveiled the ge-
nius challenge at the Ham-
merstein Ballroom at the 
Manhattan Center in late 
June immediately after the 
derailment of an A train 
in Harlem and a series of 
major system-wide melt-
downs.

He signed the executive 
order declaring a state of 
emergency on the MTA to 
expedite some of the gov-
ernment procedures, such 

as the transit agency’s pro-
curement process.

The Genius Challenge 
announcement in June, 
transit systems such as 
Paris Metro and Toronto’s 
rail service were used as 
examples of modern and ef-
ficient assets.

Andy Byford, recog-
nized for modernizing the 
Toronto metro, was named 

the new president of New 
York City Transit in early 
December. Toronto has the 
third largest transit system 
in North America.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Maintenance and upgrades to the city’s subways could be hitting 
their next phase as 19 finalists have been chosen for the MTA’s 
Genius Challenge.  Courtesy of MTA/Marc A. Hermann

upcoming water bill, keep-
ing money in the pockets 
of hardworking New York 
families.”

The $183 credit is set 
to save single- family ho-
meowners 17 percent an-
nually on water and sewer 
bills. The $183 credit will be 
applied to all 664,000 one- to 
three-family homes across 
the city. 

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) has 
long been an outspoken 
critic of unnecessary water 
rate increases.

“If the mayor and the 
Water Board have enough 
extra cash floating around 
to give homeowners such as 
myself a $183 credit, with-
out raising rates on renters 

and other property owners 
and without the mayor re-
neging on his promise to no 
longer charge ratepayers 
‘rent’ for using our water 
and sewer infrastructure, 
then by all means play San-
ta and go for it,” he said. 
“But if my credit means 
raising renters’ and other 
property owners’ rates, or 
going back to fiscal gim-
micks like ‘renting’ our in-
frastructure to ourselves, 
then forget it, Mr. Grinch.”

Queens homeowners are 
getting $183 rebates on 
their water bills. 

Station sign a week ago cov-
ered with racist statements 
like “Asians all on welfare,” 
“Chinese losers town”  and 
“Whites built Flushing!” 
written all over it. 

In response to the racist 
graffiti Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) wrote a 
letter to the MTA Police, 
the 109th Precinct and city 
DOT asking for a review 
of all available footage re-
lating to the incidents and 
requested a thorough and 
immediate investigation 
of any evidence identify-
ing the perpetrator. MTA 
responded promptly by 
installing cameras at the 
station. Kim thanked THE 
MTA Police for addressing 
community concerns and 
making security upgrades 
at the Station. 

“My fellow elected offi-
cials and I are hopeful that 
this will stem the recent 

tide of repulsive vandalism 
there, and make the area 
safer for all residents,” he 
said. “We are also grate-
ful to our local community 
leaders for their unceasing 
efforts to successfully re-
solve this issue, as well as 
the MTA and Gov. Cuomo 
for their outreach to our 
community. If there are 
still security problems that 
need to be addressed even 
after the installation of 
this camera, my pledge to 
secure additional funding 
still stands.”

Last week Korean com-

munity leaders, nearby 
business owners and elect-
ed officials joined Kim to 
denounce the acts, which 
they made said in no way 
represented the ideology 
of the diverse and tolerant 
character of their neighbor-
hood. 

Kim said the coward 
who committed these ter-
rible acts must be found.

“I am proud to live in 
and represent one of the 
most diverse constituencies 
in the country, where there 
is no place for this kind of 
behavior,” he said. “It goes 

against the very character 
of our neighborhoods, and 
my office will do all that 
we can in working with lo-
cal law enforcement to keep 
our communities safe, unit-
ed, and free of hate.”

Christine Colligan, co-
president of the Korean-
American Parents Associa-
tion of Greater New York, 
said the group has request-
ed footage from the surveil-
lance camera be sent to the 
MTA Police Chief, and that 
a MTA Police team continu-
ally patrol the Murray Hill 
station. 

“Hate Speech Vandal-
ism is a criminal act and is 
extremely dangerous  and 
violation of federal, states 
and city law,” she said. 
“The citizens of Flushing 
will not allow  such crimi-
nal acts in our neighbor-
hood. Taxpayers and citi-
zens have a right to be safe 
and protected from such 
hateful crimes. We should 
not only erase the graffiti 
but also catch the perpetra-
tor.”

Johnson.
“A friend & ally and fel-

low Irish & LGBT caucus 
member who will be our next 
speaker,” Van Bramer wrote 
on Twitter. “I congratulate 
Corey on a remarkable run. 
I’ve never seen anyone work 
harder. Smart & passionate, 
he will help our city become 
a more just place.”

During a hearing held 
by his Committee on Cul-
ture and Libraries Mon-
day, Van Bramer learned 
from city officials that the 
opening of the new Hunters 
Point Library, a project he 
has championed passion-
ately for 20 years, would 
have its opening delayed 
another year.

The Department of De-
sign and Construction 
Acting Commissioner Ana 
Barrio testified that con-
struction will be completed 
by the end of August 2018. 
Queens Library President 
and CEO Dennis Walcott 
said the building would be 
outfitted and open to the 
public in February 2019.

Van Bramer said he and 
the residents of Long Island 
City were “frustrated” by 
“horrific decisions” made 
over the years that have 
caused multiple delays and 
false timelines.

“It has already been so 
painful. It has already been 
delayed for so many years 

there are literally already 
people who have been in-
volved in this project who 
have died before they could 
see this library open,” Van 
Bramer said.

Walcott blamed choices 
by famed architect Steven 
Holl, such as special glass 
made in Germany that was 
held up for weeks in Spain 
by a dockworkers’ strike. 
Barrio said the DDC had 
changed its written de-
sign consultant guidelines 
to ensure “an architect 
doesn’t call the shots in the 
future.”

Walcott also blamed 
“bad contractors” for the 
delays as well, explaining 
that defaulting on the con-
tracts would only create 
even longer delays as con-
tractors went through a re-
bid process.

“It is my sense that Hunt-
ers Point Library, some-
where along the way it got off 
track as far as the design is 
concerned and monitoring 
what went on there,” Walcott 
said. “We are not going to al-
low that again in the future 
as a library system. We’re 
never going to allow that to 
happen again as long as I’m 
CEO.”

Van Bramer said he 
was outraged and angry 
because the new state-of-
the-art $40 million library 
was scheduled to be open 
already.

Anti-Asian graffiti was found at the Murray Hill Station, which will 
be getting two elevators with $8.6 million in MTA capital funds. 

Continued from Page 1 
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