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BY BILL PARRY

For the second time in two 
years a political earthquake 
emanated from central Queens 
as civic leader Robert Holden 
stunned two-term incumbent 
City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) in the 
city’s tightest, and most in-
tense election campaign. The 
race was decided by just 137 
votes and Holden was declared 
the victor eight days after Elec-
tion Day after absentee ballots 
and paper votes were counted.

“It was the toughest thing 
I’ve ever done. I still can’t be-
lieve it, I’m slapping myself,” 
Holden said the following 
morning after Crowley conced-
ed defeat. “I’ll tell you what -- it 
feels good because I’m the vic-
tor, but it’s a real whirlwind.”

The political newcomer’s 
stunning win came a year af-
ter Brian Barnwell, a young 
Woodside attorney and politi-
cal neophyte, upset longtime 
Assemblywoman Margaret 
Markey in the Democratic pri-
mary in 2016 and went on to 
capture her seat. Holden and 
Barnwell stood together most 
weekday nights for months 
protesting the city’s plan to 
convert a Maspeth Holiday Inn 
Express into a homeless shel-

HOOPING IT UP

BY NAEISHA ROSE

It was a tumultuous year for 
education in Queens, through-
out the city and in New York 
state and even as 2017 comes to 
a close the challenges remain 
high.

Public school advocates 
were in an uproar in the spring 
when Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced at the Academy 
of Finance and Enterprise in 
Long Island City a $25.8 billion 
education bill, which provided 
charter schools with $1.1 bil-
lion in aid, while public schools 
received $700 million out of an 
expected $1.9 billion. 

Many advocates believe 
funding for public schools is 
being siphoned off by charter 
schools despite a 1993 lawsuit 
from the Foundation Aid and 
Campaign for Fiscal Equity 
that was settled in 2007 under 
Gov. Eliot Spitzer. 

Under the settlement $5.5 bil-
lion was to go to public schools 
in the state’s urban district over 
the course of several years, but 
the public school system only 
received funds for two years, 
at which point funding was fro-
zen, according to Alliance for 
Quality Education Executive 
Director Billy Easton. 

“The courts found that the 
state was violating the stu-
dents’ rights to education and

Continued on Page 40Continued on Page 40
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Holden stuns
political class
in 2017 race

A notable year in education
Test scores rose as free tuition came to borough’s four CUNY colleges

Comedy and basketball are a natural fit at four sold-out shows by the Harlem Magic Masters team 
last week at York College. Photo by Joe Swift
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), who 
serves as the chairman of 
the Committee on Courts 
& Legal Services, was be-
hind two of the year’s big-
gest pieces of legislation. 
The councilman pushed to 
make revenge porn a crime 
and require the NYPD to 
report the demographics 
behind who is stopped for 
fare evasion crimes. 

In November the City 
Council voted unanimous-
ly to pass a bill that crimi-
nalizes the use of revenge 
porn, which lawmakers 
defined as a 21st century 
form of sexual assault used 
to embarrass or humiliate 
victims.

The legislation, inspired 
by a state bill sponsored 
by Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
makes it a misdemeanor 
offense in New York City 
to disclose, or threaten to 
disclose, intimate images 
of another person without 
consent and with the intent 
to cause harm.

If convicted, perpetra-
tors can face up to one year 
in jail, a $1,000 fine, or 
both.

New York is the 39th 
state, plus the District of 
Columbia, to currently 
have laws specifically tar-
geted at combatting this 
practice. Neither New York 
state nor New York City had 
laws on the books to protect 
New Yorkers or hold perpe-
trators accountable before 
the bill was passed.

In December Lancman’s 
fare evasion bill passed 
unanimously in the Council.

The legislation will now 
require the NYPD to re-
port the number of arrests 
and summonses issued for 
subway fare evasion on a 

quarterly basis and break 
down the data into three 
categories: the subway sta-
tion where the enforcement 
action took place; transit 
bureau district; and the 
race, sex and age group of 
the individual arrested or 
issued a TAB summons.

Lancman sponsored the 
bill in response to data 
from the state’s Division 
of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices that showed that in 
the first six months of 2017, 
the NYPD made more than 
30,000 stops for jumping a 
turnstile.

According to the data, 
of those who were stopped, 
three-quarters were issued 
a civil summons for violat-
ing the MTA rules against 
fare evasion, but during the 
same period 8,625 individu-
als were arrested for “theft 
of services,” a misdemeanor 
offense under state penal 
law.

Nearly 90 percent of 
those arrested for theft of 
services in 2017 were ei-
ther black or Latino and 
Lancman said the data con-
firmed that the city’s pros-
ecution of fare evasion as 
a crime disproportionately 
affects immigrants and 
people of color.

This new legislation is 
intended to fill in the gaps 
in the current system for 
reporting fare evasion ar-
rest and summons data.

Earlier this year, the 
NYPD refused to release 
data on where fare eva-
sion arrests took place and 
the race of the individuals 
who were arrested despite 
repeated requests made by 
MTA board member David 
Jones.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The city’s Department of 

Transportation celebrated an 
unprecedented expansion of 
protected bike lanes this year 
with a record 25 miles con-
structed this year, a 38 percent 
increase over last year’s total 
of 18 miles. City officials and 
street safety advocates hailed 
the additional mileage within 
New York City’s growing 1,190-
mile bicycle network.

“My helmet if off to the DOT 
planning and construction 
crews that have this year shat-
tered records with 25 miles of 
new protected bike lanes, part 
of the largest bicycle network in 
North America,” DOT Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg said. 
“Twenty years ago the city took 
a big step forward with its first 
plan to build a bike lane net-
work, and cycling is now grow-
ing by orders of magnitude, 
faster than any other mode of 
transportation in the city.”

Trottenberg noted that the 
de Blasio administration has 
committed to doubling cycling 
citywide by 2020.

“We look forward to work-
ing with the Department of 
Transportation not only to 
secure a year-over-year expan-
sion of this life-saving infra-
structure, but to ensure that 
one day soon every New Yorker 
will live within a quarter-mile 
of a protected bike lane,” Trans-
portation Alternatives Execu-
tive Director Paul Steely White 
said.

In Queens, DOT built a new 
protected bike lane on 111th 
Street along the western edge 
of Flushing Meadow Corona 
Park. The agency also com-
pleted the third phase of the 
transformation of Queens Bou-
levard, which has now gone 
more than three years without 
a pedestrian or cyclist fatality, 
according to the DOT.

“That is such wonderful 

news,” street safety activist 
Lizi Rahman said. “Every-
thing works, all of the safety 
measures together with the 
bike lane and that gives people 
such a relief. It makes them feel 
safer.”

Rahman is a Jamaica resi-
dent, but Queens Boulevard is 
close to her heart. In February 
2008, her 22-year-old son Asif, a 
poet and photographer, was rid-
ing his bike to work on Queens 
Boulevard when he swerved 
to avoid a double-parked car 
and was struck and killed by 
a truck. When she went to the 
scene of the deadly collision on 
the boulevard’s service road at 
55th Road in Elmhurst, Rah-
man was “shocked and sur-
prised” to see there was no 
bike lane on the thoroughfare, 
which had six lanes in each di-
rection.

“I truly believed that day 

that if there was a bike lane 
along Queens Boulevard my 
son would still be alive,” Rah-
man said in 2016. “From that 
day on I did everything I could 
to get a bike lane, so that no oth-
er mother would feel that pain. 
I began my advocacy for a bike 
lane in 2008.”

In May, she introduced 
Mayor Bill de Blasio as he an-
nounced plans for Phase III of 
the project, from Eliot Avenue 
in Rego Park to Yellowstone 
Boulevard in Forest Hills, , and 
she praised him for putting the 
transformation into action.

“I almost gave up several 
years ago, but we got a big boost 
when Mayor de Blasio came to 
office,” she said. “All the years 
of negativity and pessimism 
were replaced by action.”

Last week, Rahman was 
brought to tears as she remem-
bered her son Asif.

“He was my star. He was 
never a number or a statistic, 
he was my son,” she said. “I 
just wanted to make sure other 
mothers didn’t lose their son 
like I did.”

Rahman is also well aware 
that businesses have been af-
fected by the loss of 198 parking 
spaces in Phase III of the proj-
ect, and that businesses in Sun-
nyside objected to the potential 
loss of 158 parking spots in an 
initial proposal by the DOT to 
bring protected bike lanes to 
Skillman Avenue and 43rd Av-
enue.

“I hear all these complaints, 
I do.” Rahman said. “But they 
must understand. It could be 
one of these business owners 
losing their son, their daughter, 
or maybe one of their grand-
children. Until it happens to 
your own family, you can never 
understand the pain. You have 
to save lives. There’s nothing 
more important than that and 
they should be more open to 
these plans.”

The city constructed a record 
25 miles of protected bike lanes 
across the city with three ma-
jor projects in Queens with more 
in the planning stages. 

Photo by Mike Shain

City adding bike lanes Lancman spearheads 
court reform in townSmall business owners abhor loss of parking spaces
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Queens legends who left indelible mark died in 2017

BY GINA MARTINEZ

2017 was a year filled with 
notable Queens deaths, from 
politicians to entertainers to 
civic leaders.  

In January Flushing-born 
philanthropist Max Kupfer-
berg died at 97. Kupferberg 
and his family have been ac-
tive in the Queens community, 
donating millions throughout 
the years to multiple causes 
and running their family busi-
ness out of Flushing. Kupfer-
berg and his twin brother Ken 
were born in 1919 to Roma-
nian parents who came to the 
United States in 1903. Their fa-
ther was a cabinetmaker and 
mother was a homemaker, He 
had six siblings in total. Max 
loved to give back to his home-
town. He donated money and 
resources to Flushing Hospi-
tal and Medical Center, where 
he served as chairman of the 
board; the Queens Botanical 
Garden Society, the YMCA, 
Queens County Savings Bank, 
New York Community Ban-

corp, and many other organi-
zations. In total Kupferberg 
supported over 40 local orga-
nizations

 He and his wife Selma 
donated $10 million for pro-
grams, exhibitions and reno-
vations at the former Colden 
Center at Queens College, 
which was renamed the Selma 
and Max Kupferberg Center 
for the Visual and Perform-
ing Arts in 2006. It includes 
the Colden Auditorium , the 
Godwin-Ternbach Museum 
The Arts Center and the Louis 
Armstrong House Museum 
and Archives.

In March Helen Marshall, 
who served as Queens borough 
president for 12 years after 
many nearly two decades as a 
Democratic lawmaker at the 
city and state levels, died in 
California at 87. Marshall was 
the first African-American 
borough president of Queens 
and the second woman to oc-
cupy the post in the most eth-
nically diverse county in the 
country.

Born in the Bronx on Sept. 
30, 1929, she was educated at 
Queens College and taught 
until she became the first di-
rector of the Langston Hughes 
Library in Corona. She served 
as a state assemblywoman 
from 1983 until 1991, then ran 

for a seat in the City Council, 
where she served from 1992 to 
2001. Marshall also directed 
the affairs of Queens County 
from Borough Hall for three 
consecutive terms from 2002 
to 2014. She is survived by her 
two children, Donald Jr. and 

Agnes Marie. Her husband, 
Donald, died recently.

The entertainment indus-
try was shocked in June when 
Queensbridge rapper Prodigy, 
one half of the famous rap 
group Mobb Deep, died in Las 
Vegas after a brief hospitaliza-
tion. The 42-year-old rapper, 
whose real name was Albert 
Johnson, battled sickle cell 
anemia for years. He was in 
Las Vegas for a Mobb Deep 
performance at the time of his 
death.

Prodigy rose to fame in the 
early ’90s alongside rap part-
ner Havoc. They released their 
first album, “Juvenile Hell,” in 
1993, but reached success with 
their sophomore album “The 
Infamous,” which featured the 
hits “Shook Ones Pt. 2” and 
“Survival of the Fittest.”

The group became part of 
the hip-hop elite and collabo-
rated with Wu-Tang Clan, 50 
Cent and fellow Queensbridge 
rapper Nas throughout the 
years. In 2007, Prodigy was 

Assemblyman Mike Simanowitz died in August after battling an unknown 
illness. He was 45.

Philanthropist Max Kupferberg, Boro President Helen Marshall and rapper Prodigy missed

Continued on Page 3
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The year in photographs: 

In Juniper Valley Park, Middle Village, the final four teams in the boroughwide championship bocce tournament in 
September show that one of the oldest city sports is still looking for the next generation.  Photo by Michael Shain

At Fort Tilden in the Rockaways, a campground of 10 sites 
— eight with ready-pitched tents and cots with sheets — 
opened for the month of October, the first time camping 
had been allowed at the city beach in about a century.  

Photo by Michael Shain

The borough’s waterfronts suddenly became high-traffic areas this year. Kayakers 
descended on the beach at Socrates Park in Astoria in July. Ferry service between 
Astoria and Manhattan started a month later.   Photo by Andrew D. Ross

Only four words are needed to describe this photo from March: Biggest. NYC. Snowstorm. 
Ever.  Photo by Michael Shain

In August, Gov. Cuomo, embracing Borough President Melinda Katz, breaks ground for a 
front-to-back, $4 billion renovation of LaGuardia Airport.  Photo by Michael Shain

The first new bridge in New York in more than half a century opened in May. The new 
Kosciuszko Bridge, connecting Queens and Brooklyn, was built in just two years using new 
design techniques.  Photo by Mitch Waxman
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COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Gilbert Baker, the artist credited with designing the 
gay rainbow flag in the late 1970s, waves the Irish flag 
on Skillman Avenue before the St. Pat’s Parade for All to 
began in March. Baker died two weeks after the parade. 

Photo by Michael Shain

At the the Fourth of July fireworks show in Long Island City, wearing Old Glory was an unassailable fashion statement.  
Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

At Maple Grove Cemetery in Kew Gardens, Civil War re-
enacters — members of a group portraying New York’s 
Company K of the 67th Infantry, known as the First Long 
Island Volunteers — take refuge from the downpour in 
June under a canvas canopy. Photo by Michael Shain

In St. Michael's Cemetery, the centennial of the death of 
Scott Joplin (who is buried there) is marked with a ragtime 
concert and new stone bench at his gravesite for sitting 
and contemplation.   Photo by Michael Shain

Aspiring pro wrestler Austin Theory hits the mat hard during a match at a night club in Astoria. Minor league wrestling 
has found a welcoming home in Queens with several competing promoters staging shows here nearly every month.  

Photo by Michael Shain

newest, biggest, & fi rsts
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IDC opposition escalated through 2017
BY MARK HALLUM

The victory of Donald 
Trump in November 2016 trig-
gered an insurrection against 
a group of breakaway Demo-
crats in the state Senate from 
mainline party advocates, 
which would become a promi-
nent political battle in Queens 
in 2017.

State Sens. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) saw intense 
resistance from both constitu-
ents and colleagues for their 
involvement in the Indepen-
dent Democratic Committee. 
The IDC was formed in 2011 
to counteract the Republican 
majority in the Legislature by 
so that members could negoti-
ate with GOP officials to pass 
progressive legislation.

As Trump took office, how-
ever, public opinion toward the 
IDC’s eight members turned 
negative as accusations they 
were caucusing with the GOP 
and that they were actually 
hindering progressive legisla-
tion began to take hold.

“Today’s political climate 
demands that progressive 

legislators take bold action to 
deliver for their constituen-
ts,” Peralta said in January 
2017 when he announced his 
defection to the IDC. “That’s 
why I’ve decided to join the 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference, where I can best effect 
progressive change on issues 
like affordable housing, high-
er education, school funding 
equity, homelessness reforms, 
economic development, infra-
structure upgrades, afford-
able healthcare, senior citizen 
protections and so much more. 
The IDC’s track record on de-
livering for the most vulner-
able New Yorkers is irrefut-
able.”

Within a month, elected of-
ficials such U.S. Rep. Joe Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), chair-
man of the Queens Democratic 
Party, and state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) as well 
as Councilmen Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) and Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
made their opposition clear to 
Peralta’s decision to switch to 
the IDC.

Peralta was thrown from 
his own Democratic club, New 

Visions.
“He has betrayed this 

community in this way, go-
ing to caucus with the party 
of Trump at a time when our 
values are under attack,” Con-
stantinides said at an anti-IDC 
rally in February. “Where im-
migrant families are feeling 
unease and possible deporta-
tion, he stands with the party 
that won’t defend them.”

At a town hall, constituents 
shouted “traitor” at Peralta.

Avella, who joined the IDC 

in 2014, was next on the list.
Progressive groups such 

as Rise and Resist, No IDC NY 
and Empire State Indivisible 
made their voices known at 
rallies and events calling on 
Avella to rejoin the Democrat-
ic Party with cries of “Phony 
Tony, you lied to us.”

In late February, about 
50 protesters showed up at 
Avella’s district office on Bell 
Boulevard and were met by 
around 20 counter-protesters 
in favor of Avella. Among them 

was community activist Paul 
Graziano, who challenged 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) in the primary and 
general election later in 2017.

The counter-protesters de-
fended Avella’s track record of 
getting legislation passed and 
saying it was in keeping with 
Democratic values. One Avella 
supporter pointed out that the 
GOP majority would still con-
trol the state Senate whether 
the IDC had a seat at the table 
or not, while being part of the 
ruling coalition brings ben-
efits to constituents and pro-
vides Democrats some voice in 
crafting legislation.

Avella handled the protest-
ers by calling small groups 
of them into his office where 
he debated their arguments 
against the IDC with them di-
rectly.

He argued that he is behind 
Democratic legislation such as 
the DREAM Act, which he co-
sponsored in every version in-
troduced to the Senate. In fact, 
he blamed the most recent de-
feat of the bill to allow undocu-
mented immigrants to 

IDC officials were met with aggressive and growing opposition as the 
Trump administration entered the White House. Photo by Michael Shain

Continued on Page 6
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Summer of Hell spills 
over into the new year

BY MARK HALLUM

Subway meltdowns and hobbled 
commuter train service defined 2017 
for straphangers, who found their day-
to-day travel obstructed by the very 
system driving the city’s economic en-
gine.

Rampant, system-wide delays from 
signal and electrical system failures in 
the subway coupled with a repair back-
log in Penn Station that required eight 
weeks of reduced LIRR service, was 
dubbed the “summer of hell” by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo.

Electrical failures in the East River 
tunnels and a malfunctioning switch 
point were the main causes behind 
Penn Station’s troubles and LIRR rid-
ers paid the price in form of cancella-
tions.

In 2011, Cuomo peeled back the Pay-
roll Mobility Tax, which helps fund the 
MTA, but promised to replace those 
funds every year, according to transit 
advocacy group, Riders Alliance.

For six years, Cuomo’s office kept 
with its commitment to replace the 
MTA funds each year by contributing 
between $307 million and $311 million 
every year. This year, however, Cuomo 
proposed to only reimburse the MTA 
with $244 million, a 21 percent reduc-
tion from last year’s $309 million, 
which will left a $65 million gap. 

On one day in April, 44 trains were 
delayed 21 trains were canceled from a 
New Jersey Transit derailment.

As the problems mounted in Penn 
Station in April, Amtrak’s CEO, Wick 
Moorman, admitted to letting the 
whole region down when he revealed 
the tracks in Penn Station had been in 
need of repair for a prolonged period of 
time and were the cause of two recent 
derailments that disrupted LIRR trav-
el in a transit calamity that played out 
across several states.

Amtrak announced it would take 
six weeks to deal with the issues in the 
nation’s largest rail hub, and before too 
long, six weeks turned to eight. Twenty 
percent of the tracks would be out of ser-
vice in July and August. The “summer 
of hell” was in full swing.

Cuomo’s attempt to salvage the situ-
ation began with the re-appointment of 
former MTA Chair Joe Lhota, whom he 
tasked with rebuilding the state agency 
and sparing no expense to get the sub-
ways back on track.

In the Hammerstein Ballroom at 
the Manhattan Center in June, Cuomo 
called for a state of emergency to expe-
dite technology upgrades such as the 
replacement of the 19th century equip-
ment which comprises the signal system 
and new subway cars as the “summer of 
hell” approached.

Lhota was charged with creating a 
short- and a long-term plan to stabilize 

then modernize the subways.
“The current state of decline is 

wholly unacceptable. We’re going to do 
something and we’re going to do some-
thing about it now,” Cuomo said in 
June. “Today, I am asking Joe Lhota to 
do a reorganization plan for the MTA 
in 30 days. Start with a blank piece of 
paper. There are no givens, there are 
no sacred cows. Design an organiza-
tion that can perform the function 
rather than the organization that ex-
ists today, which is a longstanding bu-
reaucracy that has evolved over time.”

Lhota declared a war on trash, the 
main culprit behind track fires, and 
announced infrastructure upgrades to 
signals and a pilot program to remove 
some seats crowded trains.

A long-term strategy has never been 
made public.

Lhota’s short-term plan turned out 
to no bargain either, at over $800 mil-
lion and served as a distraction as city 
and state leaders bickered over who 
should pay up.

Lhota and Cuomo asked for a 50/50 
split with the de Blasio administration, 
which refused on the grounds the MTA 
would not use the funds wisely consid-
ering its financial woes.

But Lhota reminded the city of why 
the MTA manages the city transit in 
the first place.

The 1970s were a disastrous period 
for the subways. Graffiti covered much 
of the surface of trains while crime, of-
ten violent, was common. It was during 
this time the Guardian Angels, found-
ed by Curtis Sliwa, rose to prominence 
by protecting commuters through 
peacekeeping vigilantism. Modern 
New Yorkers would recognize many of 
the service inefficiencies during this 
time compared to today in terms of 
breakdowns.

“What happened in 1981, was that 
the city, because of its fiscal crisis was 
no longer funding the capital needs of 
any part of the city of New York, most 
notably its transit system,” Lhota said. 
“For those of you who were around in 
the late ’70s, early ’80s, you remember 
the subways were in terrible repair – 
terrible situation, graffiti, tens of thou-
sands of breakdowns every year.”

One of the many issues exacerbat-
ing the transit crisis in the city has 
come from ridership far exceeding the 
level the system was designed to ac-
commodate. 

A system which was built to support 
a ridership of about 5 million per year 
saw this number climb to about 6 mil-
lion people per day starting in 2014.

The No. 7 train has become a popu-
lar example for the city’s transit woes 
in that the signal system is over a cen-
tury old and the development of the 
basic design goes back to the late 19th 
century.
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MS 13, corrupt elected 
rocked Queens in 2017

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

Some of the most notable 
crimes in Queens this year 
included a rise in MS 13 gang 
activity in northeast Queens, 
a disgraced congressman 
sentenced for fraud and a sto-
len tortoise that was taken 
across state lines.

In May, officers discov-
ered the body of a 16-year-old 
in Alley Pond Park. Police 
later identified the victim 
as Jamaica resident Julio 
Vasquez. According to police, 
Vasquez was a member of the 
MS 13 gang. He was found 
with multiple stab wounds to 
his chest and back.

A few weeks later, 39-year-
old Fernando Gonzalez 
Chavez, originally from El 
Salvador, was standing out-
side a Murray Hill deli on 
162nd Street and Northern 
Boulevard when Roberto 
Abrego, 23, and Jose Al-
varenga, 27, allegedly am-
bushed him. Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said Chavez was shot in the 
chest, puncturing a lung 
and resulting in his death. 
Brown alleged the two Long 
Island assailants were mem-
bers of MS-13. Shortly after 
the shooting NYPD Chief of 
Detectives Robert Boyce told 
reporters that Chavez had 
a tattoo of the number “13,” 
leading police to believe he 
was a member of the gang. 

In July a Queens jury 
found City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) guilty 
of five counts of corruption. 
Wills was accused of defraud-
ing the city and the state of 

a combined $30,500 by cre-
ating a shell company, Mi-
cro Targeting, to siphon off 
campaign and grant money, 
which was meant to go to 
his charity, New York 4 Life, 
according to state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman. 
He was charged with taking 
the money to buy gas, food 
and clothes for himself, in-
cluding a Louis Vuitton bag.

The councilman was 
convicted of scheming to de-
fraud, grand larceny and of-
fering a false instrument for 
filing. He was exonerated of 
falsifying business records, 
spokesman said.

The money that the city 
Campaign Finance Board 
and the state Office of Chil-
dren and Family Services 
provided him was to sup-
port programs for the not-
for-profit, but he used it as 
a campaign war. Wills, who  
represented represents South 
Ozone Park, Rochdale and 
parts of Jamaica, was sen-
tenced to two to six years in 
prison in August. 

Also in August, an East 
Elmhurst man was arrested 
for kidnapping a rare tor-
toise from Alley Pond Envi-
ronmental Center in Bayside. 
Shawn Waters, 37, pleaded 
guilty on Dec. 7 to fifth-de-
gree criminal possession of 
stolen property. Waters broke 
into the confines of the envi-
ronmental center by creating 
a hole in the pen holding the 
17-year-old tortoise, Milleni-
um, and was apprehended in 
Connecticut a week later.

The African spurred tor-
toise had a value of $2,500. 

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Queens and the rest of the 

city are on track to have the 
lowest crime rate in more than 
half a century and the lowest 
prison population in 35 years.

At a news conference at One 
Police Plaza in early December, 
the mayor and the police com-
missioner touted the sharp 
drop in felonies in 2017 and re-
cord lows in overall crime. 

“We’ve seen the lowest 
number of index crimes here 
since the ‘50s and we’re - with 
informed, engaged, and em-
powered communities — we’re 
going to keep pushing those 
numbers down even further,” 
Commissioner James O’Neill 
vowed.

As of Sunday, the number 
of murders in Queens South to-
taled 37, up 12 percent from 33 
the year before and went down 
by 7.1 percent in Queens North 
to 13 from 14, according to the 
latest NYPD data.  The total 
number of homicides for the 
city as a whole reached 284 as of 
Dec. 24, down nearly 14 percent 
from 329 during the same span 
last year.

“Overall crime  [is] down 
over 7 percent [and] almost 8 
percent compared to last year,”  
Mayor de Blasio  told the De-
cember news briefing before 
the latest numbers were in. 

Crime is so low that as of 
Wednesday the prison popula-
tion had fallen below 9,000 to 
8,783.

“We’ve been carrying out 
a multi-pronged effort over 
the course of my first term to 
shrink our jail population, and 
today we see the results: a jail 
population lower than it’s been 
in 35 years,” said de Blasio.

In Queens South, which cov-
ers the 100, 101st, 102nd 103rd, 
106th, 107th, 113th and 105th 
precincts , there was a 7.4 per-
cent decline in robberies from 
1,524 to 1,411 compared to early 
December of last year, accord-
ing to CompStat. There was a 
4.2 percent drop in felony as-
saults from 2,163 to 2,072, and a 
14.8 percent decline in burglar-
ies from 1,472 to 1,254. Grand 
larcenies declined by 5.9 per-
cent from 3,314 to 3,118.

Queens North saw a 2.6 per-
cent decline in robberies, bring-
ing that to 1,327 from 1,363. 
Felony assaults dropped by 2.5 
percent to 1,607 from 1,649. Bur-
glaries declined by 10.5 percent 
from 1,706 to 1,527. Grand larce-

nies fell 10.2 percent from 4,911 
to 4,409.

Queens North includes the 
104, 112, 108, 109, 110, 111, 114, 
and 115 precincts. 

Throughout the press con-
ference Mayor de Blasio ques-
tioned police officials about 
specific headline-grabbing 
crimes that took place over the 
year.

Two Queens incidents that 
sprung up in the conversation 
were human trafficking and 
a disastrous fender bender, 
which became lethal.

During a vice sting, which 
police treated as a human traf-
ficking rescue, a suspected 
Chinese prostitute named 
Yang Song, who allegedly ap-
proached an undercover officer 
to perform a sex act in exchange 
for money, jumped to her death 
while trying to evade arrest on 
Nov. 26, according to the NYPD. 
 The Downtown Flushing opera-
tion was at the Tian Cheng Spa, 
located at 135-32nd Road.

NYPD Chief of Detectives 
Robert Boyce said he would ad-
dress the issue of human traf-
ficking in northern Queens 
by working with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations in a 
joint task force and reorganize 
the Vice Squad to focus on more 
crimes of that nature.

“We’re identifying locations 
throughout the city,” Boyce 
said. “We have Asian human 
trafficking, we have Central 
American [and] we also have 
gang members who are doing it 
as well.”

Song’s family and advocates 
from the Sex Workers Project 
took issue with the NYPD’s ver-
sion of events and held a rally 
to get justice for her on Dec. 17, 
International Day to End Vio-
lence Against Sex Workers.

Song’s mother, who flew in 
from China to attend the rally, 
told protesters she believed po-
lice were responsible for her 
daughter’s death.  She said a 
plainclothes officer from the 
109th Precinct had recently 
harassed her, but while at 
the precinct to point him out, 
her daughter was instead ap-
proached to be an informant, 
which she declined to do. 

Another major incident that 
was brought up was a Richmond 
Hill parking dispute, which led 
to a Far Rockaway man being 
arrested for allegedly killing 
his friend and injuring five 
others in what started out as a 
fender bender, according to in-
vestigators.

Adrien Harry, 22, was 
charged with murder, attempt-
ed assault, assault, reckless 
endangerment and criminal 
possession of a weapon after 
he allegedly bumped his car 
into a BMW, got into a fist fight 
with the other driver and then 
jumped into his Hyundai to 
ram into the operator and those 
helping him.

Not only did he allegedly 
injure the other operator and 
bystanders, but he killed his 
friend Richardo Chattergoon, 
23, in the process in front of the 
XS Hookah Lounge at 127-10 
Liberty Ave on Dec. 10.

One of the  factors in bring-
ing down crime across the city 
was the Neighborhood Coordi-
nation Officer programming, 
according to O’Neill. He said 
Chief of Department Carlos 
Gomez, the highest ranked His-
panic officer in the NYPD, was  
the brainchild of the program 
and thanked him for his years 
of service. Gomez will retire at 
the end of December.

City crime at new low
Queens murder rate rises but major felonies decline

Millennium, the tortoise stolen from Alley Pond Environmental Center, 
is carried out of the 111th Precinct stationhouse in Bayside after being 
recovered in Connecticut. Photo by Gina MartinezContinued on Page 24

Crime rates were down in New York City this year. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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Experts at NewYork-Presbyterian Queens bring the care you need, closer to home.

the faster you 
treat it, the 
longer it beats.

Find a cardiologist at nyp.org/queens-heart or call 800-282-6684, press 1.

CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS IN L.I.C.

PLAXALL.COM

PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR

LOCAL INSTITUTIONS:

C4Q

HOUR CHILDREN

HUNTERS POINT PARKS CONSERVANCY

JACOB A. RIIS NEIGHBORHOOD SETTLEMENT

LIC-A

LIC ARTS OPEN

LIC CULTURAL ALLIANCE

MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE

QUEENS COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

QUEENS MUSEUM

URBAN UPBOUND

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU 

DO FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

THE KIRBY, PFOHL, AND QUIGLEY FAMILIES

AND ALL OF US AT PLAXALL
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POLICE 

Blotter

FOREST HILLS — Police were 
searching for a man suspected of pub-
lic lewdness in Forest Hills. 

According to police, on Dec. 15 at 
8:15 p.m., a 23 year-old woman was rid-
ing a northbound R train at the 67th 
Street and Queens Boulevard station 
when the suspect in the same train car 
began to masturbate in front of her. 
Police said both the victim and suspect 
exited the train at the next stop, Forest 

Hills and 71st Avenue.
The victim was able to take cell 

phone pictures of the man  before he 
fled the station on foot in an unknown 
direction. Police said the victim was 
uninjured in the incident.  

Police described the suspect as a 
black male in his 40s, 6-foot-1 tall ,180 
pounds with black hair. According to 
police, he was last seen wearing all 
black clothing.

Police are searching for this man who allegedly masturbated on the R train in Forest Hills. 

Man exposed himself on R train in Forest Hills

JAMIACA — A thief robbed a Jamai-
ca pharmacy and held the pharmacist at 
gunpoint to steal bottles of pills and cash, 
according to the NYPD.

The pharmacist was forced to place at 
least eight pint bottles of Promethazine, 
600 pills of Oxycodone and $3,600 in cash 
from the register in an Adidas bag for the 
robber, police said.  The holdup occurred 
at the Aly-Marc Pharmacy at 179-41 Hill-
side Ave., which is next to the subway sta-
tion, said police.

The suspect then fled eastbound to 
the F train and police were able to cap-
ture an image of the man from a surveil-
lance video. 

They described the suspect as a light-
skinned male, between 27 and 28 years 
old, who is about 5-foot-6 inches. Police 
believe the suspect is approximately 130 
pounds. 

He was last seen wearing a blue jeans 
jacket, a gray baseball hat, a black wig 
and was holding the Adidas bag.

Pharmacy robbed of $3,600 cash, pills: NYPD

FOREST HILLS — A Forest Hills 
man was struck by unknown vehicle 
Thursday night just minutes away from 
his home and was later found dead on the 
road in a hit-and-run, according to the 
NYPD.

Thomas Kelly, 47, was spotted on the 
left turn lane of southbound Woodhaven 
Boulevard, just north of Metropolitan 
Avenue within the confines of the 104th 
Precinct, authorities said.

Once police arrived they saw Kelly 

was unconscious and unresponsive with 
trauma to his head and body, according 
to the NYPD.

EMS reached the scene and took the 
victim to Jamaica Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead.

The NYPD Highway District’s Col-
lision Investigation Squad determined 
Kelly’s injuries were the result of his be-
ing struck by a vehicle and said the op-
erator of the car fled the location prior to 
the police’s arrival.

Man found dead on Woodhaven Blvd. in hit-run
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Frequently Asked Questions about the Hip and Knee 
Joint Pain Alleviation

Options for Patients:
Dr. Rohit Hasija is an Orthopedic Surgeon and the Director of the 
Hip and Knee Center at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst.  Here he 
answers common questions he receives from patients considering 
having hip and knee replacement procedures:

What causes joint pain? In the hip and knee there are layers of smooth 
cartilage on each surface that serve as a cushion between the bones. When 
the cartilage wears away this is called arthritis. Bone rubbing on bone causes 
pain and stiffness.
What is involved with hip and knee replacement procedures and 
how do they help relieve joint pain? The hip is essentially a ball and 
socket joint, linking the “ball” at the head of the thigh bone (femur) with the 
cup-shaped “socket” in the pelvic bone. During a total hip replacement, a 
ceramic or metal ball on a stem is inserted into the thigh bone, and a metal or 
plastic cup is surgically implanted into the pelvis. This creates a new, smooth 
joint that eliminates pain and improves function. A knee replacement is really 
a cartilage replacement. The knee itself is not replaced; the cartilage that has 
worn away is replaced by metal and plastic to create a new, smooth cushion 
and joint that eliminates pain, improves function, and restores alignment. Both 
of these procedures take about two hours.
How successful is joint replacement? Both hip and knee joint replace-
ments are recognized as miracles of modern surgery allowing hundreds of 
thousands of people with arthritis to live their healthiest life. 
Is this surgery right for you? When pain in the hip or knee severely limits 
the ability to walk, work or perform everyday activities, a joint replacement may 
be an excellent option. This decision will be based on your history, an examina-
tion by an orthopedist, X-rays, and your response to conservative treatment, 
like exercise and medication. Ultimately, the decision will be yours.
How much pain relief or increased mobility should I expect? You 
should experience significant reduction in pain and improved mobility after joint 
replacement. Many factors, including your overall physical condition, weight, 
activity level, personal anatomy and willingness to comply with the instructions 
prior to and after surgery will play an important role in your recovery.

For more information on the Hip and Knee Center at NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst, please call 718-396-4324.

Queens homeowners get water bill rebate
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Following an Appeals Court deci-
sion, 277,495 Queens homeowners of 
one-to three-family houses will get a 
$183 rebate on their water bills, but not 
everyone is seeing it as a victory. 

In 2016 Mayor Bill de Blasio pro-
posed the $183 credit as part of the city 
Water Board’s fiscal year 2017 budget, 
saying it would help ease the burden 
on middle-class and elderly homeown-
ers. The Rent Stabilization Association 
argued more seniors and middle-class 
New Yorkers live in rentals, and people 
who would benefit the most from this 
would be upper middle class residents 
living in brownstones. 

The Appeals Court upheld the Wa-
ter Board’s authority to issue the credit 
to the mayor’s chosen demographic. 

Joseph Strasburg, president of 
the Rent Stabilization Association, 
said the mayor has once again acted 
against the interest of the city’s 25,000 
landlords, who he said struggle daily 
to make repairs and maintain quality, 
affordable housing for New Yorkers. 

“De Blasio forgot to thank these 
small landlords—because his water 
rebate for one- to three-family hom-
eowners is on their backs.” he said. 

The mayor disagreed and applaud-
ed the New York Court of Appeals’ de-

cision as a victory for the middle class 
and another critical step towards build-
ing a more fair and equitable city.

“The court’s decision clears the 
way for the Water Board to provide 
welcome financial relief for more than 

664,000 New York homeowners,” he 
said. “They can now receive a credit on 
an upcoming water bill, keeping mon-
ey in the pockets of hardworking New 
York families.”

The $183 credit is set to save single- 
family homeowners 17 percent annu-
ally on water and sewer bills. The $183 
credit will be applied to all 664,000 one- 
to three-family homes across the city. 

City Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) has long been an outspo-
ken critic of unnecessary water rate 
increases.

“If the mayor and the Water Board 
have enough extra cash floating around 
to give homeowners such as myself a 
$183 credit, without raising rates on 
renters and other property owners 
and without the mayor reneging on his 
promise to no longer charge ratepayers 
‘rent’ for using our water and sewer in-
frastructure, then by all means play 
Santa and go for it,” he said. “But if 
my credit means raising renters’ and 
other property owners’ rates, or going 
back to fiscal gimmicks like ‘renting’ 
our infrastructure to ourselves, then 
forget it, Mr. Grinch.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Queens homeowners are getting $183 rebates on their water bills. 
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CB 2 should fi ght against bike lanes
On Monday, Dec. 18, Council-

man Jimmy Van Bramer, along 
with Community Board 2, decid-
ed at the last minute to postpone 
a town hall hearing on the soon to 
be protected bike lanes along 47th 
and Skillman avenues.

This will initially remove at 
least 158 parking spots with more 
to come with businesses needing 
loading zones. The surrounding 
Sunnyside community will feel 
the huge negative impact like 
their neighbors along Queens 
Boulevard have experienced.

With the exception of only one 
member, CB 2 overwhelmingly vot-
ed for phase one of three phases of 

the Vision Zero program.  Thus 600 
parking spots were initially lost.  
The loss of two traffic lanes in or-
der to create bicycles lanes has cre-
ated bottlenecks of vehicle traffic 
as well as longer periods of traffic 
congestion.

This congestion has slowed 
traffic to a crawl as it overflows 
into the adjoining neighborhood 
streets. Speed (i.e. tax) cameras 
also have hit the pockets of tax-
paying motorists whose licenses, 
registrations and taxes pay for 
the roads.  Failure to address 
the deterioration of the roadway 
along Queens Boulevard that I 
personally recorded and submit-

ted to the DOT has gone unad-
dressed.

This new uproar is due to the 
fact that phase one will affect 
communities west of 48th Street 
where the vast majority of the 
community board members are 
chosen from.  These individuals 
are handpicked representatives 
who believe they are to support 
the political agendas of the elect-
ed officials who appointed them.

The only chance the Sunny-
side residents have in combat-
ting this ill-conceived project 
is to pressure their community 
board members to fight for their 
neighborhood and not for the 
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Queens went to the barricades in 2017, protesting 
threats to women’s rights, President Trump’s travel 
ban on Muslims and the borough’s breakaway Demo-
crats who have allied themselves with the Republi-
cans in Albany.

It wasn’t exactly a revival of the Sixties, but 
Queens found its voice as residents spoke out about 
what they feared were Washington’s plans to deny 
fair play to women and immigrants.

On Jan. 21,thousands of Queens women crossed 
into Manhattan to join the 400,000 protesters who put 
on their pussy hats to send a message to Trump that 
they would fight any administration effort to curb 
reproductive rights or diminish their civil liberties.

But six days later Trump signed an executive 
order temporarily barring immigration from seven 
Muslim-majority nations. The move sent volunteer 
lawyers racing to Terminal 4 at Kennedy airport, 
where a number of travelers were detained.  Many 
of the borough’s outraged lawmakers rushed to the 
airport to support the hastily assembled legal teams 
as thousands of protesters gathered outside.

The Trump action hit a raw nerve in Queens, 
where nearly half the population is foreign-born. 

Several federal judges temporarily blocked the 
order, but the battle lines were drawn and as the year 
went on Queens faced ICE incursions in courtrooms, 
along the No. 7 subway line and a failed attempt to 
enter one elementary school. Mayor Bill de Blasio 
stood firm behind New York as a sanctuary city and 
the protections for most Queens residents held, al-
though there were a number of deportations.

The borough’s Dreamers - undocumented resi-
dents brought here as children - became bolder and 
publicly protested their vulnerable status as Trump 
weighed their future. In September Trump repealed 
the DACA program introduced by President Obama 
and left 800,000 Dreamers in limbo.

 Some anti-immigrant sentiments were heard in 
the borough, but Queens residents were in full agree-
ment on the MTA:  Fix the subways.  The Summer of 
Hell became the Fall and Winter of Hell as years of 
delayed maintenance ran head on into heavy rider-
ship on the failing system.

Politics brought out some sharp elbows. State 
Sens. Tony Avella and Jose Peralta — the two Queens 
members of the renegade Independent Democratic 
Conference — faced protesters who berated them for 
collaborating with the Senate Republicans as Trump 
sat in the White House. Each is expected to face 
strong Democratic rivals in November.

The power of protest and engagement has fired up 
Queens, which is on high alert as the new year begins.
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As the new year kicks in, 
New Yorkers look mindfully 
inward and recognize, with 
much soul-searching, the 
truth: 

The train is never coming. 
Got that? Never ever, ever, 

ever. It will never come. You 
will never get to work on time, 
never meet your friend at the 
time and place you promised, 
never get home before your 
dinner is not only burnt, it has 
turned into coal and is half-
way to becoming a diamond. 
(Which is, I guess, the upside 
of late trains.)

Instead of being shocked 
over and over by the uncon-
scionable, soul-crushing, 
completely unjust lateness of 

all those late, late, late, slow, 
halting, sick-passenger-ahead, 
holding lights, signal prob-
lems trains, here are the Reso-
lutions for New York City Sub-
way Riders in 2018

Just repeat to yourself:
• When I get to the plat-

form just as a train is shut-
ting its doors, I resolve not 
to say anything out loud that 
would cause my grandmother 
to blush, faint, or come get me 
from her grave, whichever is 
most convenient.

• If I manage to reach the 
platform seconds before the 
doors close, I resolve not to stick 
any part of my body in between 
them, especially not a part that 
would hurt if sheared off.

• This includes my nose.
• And your nose, if I was 

pushing. (Sorry.)
• Nor will I, while waiting 

for the train, sigh as if the 
people around me have no idea 
how hard it is for me and only 
me to wait for the &@$*! train.

• Excuse me, Grandma. The 
tardy train.

• If I cannot figure out how 

to buy a MetroCard, I will ac-
cept this with grace, rather 
than punching random but-
tons for 10 minutes while the 
crowd behind me grows to the 
size of the Macy’s Parade. 

• When and if I get on the 
train, I will immediately place 
my backpack in the gunk on 
the floor rather than keeping 
it on my back where it serves 
as a boxing glove to anyone 
trying to slip by me, whom I 
notice not one whit.  

• Speaking of which: When I 
do notice a woman who is eight 
or nine months pregnant, I will 
not immediately pretend not to 
notice her, if I am seated. (Un-
less I had a really long day.)

• If I am watching a movie 
on my phone, I shall not make 
everyone within seven people 
of me listen to the movie on 
my phone, as enjoying a movie 
usually requires at least two 
senses. So I resolve to get those 
strange things everyone’s 
wearing these days. What are 
they called again? Ear-stick-
ins? Yes, by golly, I’ll try some 
of those ear-stick-ins.

• If I get on the train and 
there’s 7 inches of space on the 
bench, I will not try to wedge 
into it. 

• Well, come to think of it, I 
will. I mean, why not? If every-
one would just suck in their 
stomachs — or their thighs, 
actually — I swear four people 
would fit onto those three-per-
son benches, no problem.

• If I am man-spreading, I 
will cease to do this anymore, 
even if I am a woman. Even if 
no one else is on the train, I will 
keep my legs Velcroed together 
to make up for all those other 
times before “man-spreading” 
became a thing (and a word!) 
and I did it all the time. 

• If I am holding onto a pole, 
I won’t pause to wipe my nose 
and then resume my pole-hold-
ing with my newly moist hand 
(or mitten, or glove).

• When I am getting off the 
train, I won’t “accidentally” 
brush the idiot who is block-
ing the door just to express my 
displeasure.

• Unless they know they 
should move but just don’t. 

You know who you are.
• When riding the escalator, 

I will stand to the right if I am 
going to just stand there. 

• When riding the escala-
tor behind someone on the left 
who is just standing there, I 
won’t roll my eyes, snort, start 
breathing into their hair, or 
make a big deal out of it. After 
all, I’ll still get where I’m go-
ing at almost the same time.

• Except i’m already 17 days 
late, thanks to the “sick pas-
senger” four boroughs ahead 
of us.

• I will never be a sick pas-
senger on a train. I promise. If 
I am sick, I will wait until the 
next stop and keel over once 
off the train and conveniently 
out of the way of passengers 
getting on. 

• I will never keel over on 
the left side of the escalator.

• Scratch that. I will be a 
Zen-like subway rider, patient-
ly accepting that which I can-
not change.

• While quietly mutter-
ing “Where the @*&!#  is my 
@!#&*%^ train?”

Ultimate reality check: Subways will ruin your life
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history

In December 1937, descen-
dants of pioneer Flushing fam-
ilies take part in a pageant of 
Flushing Centennial. Women 
who are leaders in social and 
civic life  are in the cast of the 
historical fete. 

The first performance, at 
the Flushing Armory, draws 
1,500. Dazzling costumes, 
brilliant singing, and suburb 
stage sets, including a full-
scale replica of Bowne House, 
mark Flushing’s 100th anni-
versary as an incorporated 
village. The effort is under the 

direction of the WPA Federal 
Theater Project and the Flush-
ing Historical Society. 

Is Miss Bertha Parsons, 
residing at historic Bowne 
House, considered for a post-
age stamp? Postmaster Far-
ley suggests that a portrait of 
Miss Parsons sitting before 
the house’s ancient fireplace is 
a fitting entry for a new stamp 
series honoring the World’s 
Fair. Bowne House, built in 
Flushing about 1661, was the 
oldest house in the country 
still occupied by the same fam-
ily. Miss Parsons modestly 
suggests the stamp should only 
show the house’s exterior. 

“Uncle” Dan Beard, found-
er of the Boys Scouts of Ameri-
ca, is honored by the Scouts on 

his 88th birthday. The former 
Flushing resident, symbol of 
woodsmen, pioneers, and fron-
tiersmen to boys throughout 
the nation, accepts a silver buf-
falo statue and honorary vice 
presidency from the Scouts for 
a lifetime of outstanding ser-
vice to that organization. 

Two big housing projects 
are planned with FHA funds. 
One development is near the 
Queensborough Bridge, anoth-
er in Jackson Heights near the 
Holmes Airport site and will 
include a yacht basin, play-
grounds, parks and a bathing 
beach. A low-rent federal hous-
ing project is sought in Flush-
ing at a mass meeting called by 
the Tenants League. The rally, 
held in Flushing Town Hall, 
demands passage of a bill to 
prevent discrimination based 
on nationality, color, creed or 
religion in housing as well as 
an emergency law to control 
rent increases.

Queens motorists may buy 
tickets for Midtown at reduced 
prices. The $58 million Queens-

Midtown Tunnel will charge 
only 25 cents instead of the 50 
cents collected by the NY Tun-
nel Authority on the Holland 
Tunnel and the George Wash-
ington Bridge. Heavy traffic 
on the Triborough Bridge at a 
quarter and a million cars over 
the Henry Hudson Parkway at 
a dime prove that low tolls are 
just the thing to encourage the 
public to use highways, tun-
nels and bridges.

Robert Moses maps park-
ways for new bridges. The 
Parks commissioner is plan-
ning the route of Cross Island 
Parkway. The mayor and 
Board of Estimate voted to pro-
vide funds to acquire rights of 
way for a comprehensive park-
way system linking the Whit-
estone Bridge and Triborough 
Bridge with the parkways 
of the Bronx, Westchester 
and Long Island. When these 
routes are complete, it will be 
possible for motorists to follow 
fast roadways without traf-
fic lights from Westchester to 
Long Island.

The cost of the World’s Fair 
will top $150 million with large 
portion going into permanent 
improvements for Flushing 
Meadow Park. The president 
of the World’s Fair, Grover 
Whalen, reported that $60 mil-
lion will be spent on a central 
mall with statues, lagoons, 
fountains and landscaping. It 
will contain the largest statue 
in modern times, a 65-foot mon-
ument showing George Wash-
ington at his inauguration, the 
largest sundial ever construct-
ed, the largest sphere ever built 
and the largest triangular 
shape in the world [Trylon and 
Perisphere], scores of sculp-
tures, hundreds of fountains, 
five lagoons, five waterfalls and 
over a thousand trees. 

A centerpiece will be a 
group of four sculptures show-
ing President Roosevelt’s fa-
mous “Four Freedoms:” Free-
dom of Press, Religion, Speech 
and Assembly.

For further information, 
contact the Society at 718-278-
0700.

Moses plans Cross Island as part of citywide network

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 1, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2

24-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAPPPPPPPYYYY2

p

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Hunters Pt. Library delayed another year
BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of supporters, family and 
friends of City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) packed 
his favorite restaurant, Manducatis 
Rustica, on Vernon Boulevard in Long 
Island City last week to witness him 
officially sworn in to a third term at 
City Hall. The evening took the sting 
out of two significant setbacks for Van 
Bramer earlier in the week.

One was political, the other bureau-
cratic.

On Dec. 20, City Councilman Corey 
Johnson (D-Manhattan) became the pre-
sumptive speaker of the City Council, 
over Van Bramer and six other finalists, 
after the reported backing of U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson Heights), 
the leader of the Queens Democratic 
Party.  While Crowley declined to com-
ment on the deal, Van Bramer was one 
of the first to congratulate Johnson.

“A friend & ally and fellow Irish & 
LGBT caucus member who will be our 
next speaker,” Van Bramer wrote on 
Twitter. “I congratulate Corey on a re-
markable run. I’ve never seen anyone 
work harder. Smart & passionate, he will 
help our city become a more just place.”

During a hearing held by his Com-
mittee on Culture and Libraries Mon-
day, Van Bramer learned from city 

officials that the opening of the new 
Hunters Point Library, a project he has 
championed passionately for 20 years, 
would have its opening delayed anoth-
er year.

The Department of Design and 
Construction Acting Commissioner 
Ana Barrio testified that construction 
will be completed by the end of August 
2018. Queens Library President and 
CEO Dennis Walcott said the building 

would be outfitted and open to the pub-
lic in February 2019.

Van Bramer said he and the resi-
dents of Long Island City were “frus-
trated” by “horrific decisions” made 
over the years that have caused mul-
tiple delays and false timelines.

“It has already been so painful. It 
has already been delayed for so many 
years there are literally already people 
who have been involved in this project 

who have died before they could see 
this library open,” Van Bramer said.

Walcott blamed choices by famed 
architect Steven Holl, such as special 
glass made in Germany that was held 
up for weeks in Spain by a dockwork-
ers’ strike. Barrio said the DDC had 
changed its written design consultant 
guidelines to ensure “an architect 
doesn’t call the shots in the future.”

Walcott also blamed “bad contrac-
tors” for the delays as well, explaining 
that defaulting on the contracts would 
only create even longer delays as con-
tractors went through a rebid process.

“It is my sense that Hunters Point 
Library, somewhere along the way it got 
off track as far as the design is concerned 
and monitoring what went on there,” 
Walcott said. “We are not going to allow 
that again in the future as a library sys-
tem. We’re never going to allow that to 
happen again as long as I’m CEO.”

Van Bramer said he was outraged 
and angry because the new state-of-
the-art $40 million library was sched-
uled to be open already.

“It is an utter disgrace that this has 
happened to the people of Long Island 
City and while the day it opens will be 
a glorious day, it will always be an out-
rage that the library was mangled as it 
was given its importance to the com-
munity,” Van Bramer said.

Officials disclose the opening of the new Hunters Point Library will be delayed once again 
frustrating City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer who has championed the project for de-
cades. Photo by Bill Parry



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 29, 2017–JAN. 4, 201816    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

MTA reveals Genius Challenge fi nalists
BY MARK HALLUM

The MTA announced 19 fi-
nalists in its Genius Challenge 
to save the city’s subways.

The initiative, established 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo in 
June, offers $1 million to the 
most innovative ideas in three 
different categories:   The MTA 
received over 438 submissions 
from 23 different countries 
and the finalists ranged from 
well-known transportation 
companies to individuals.

French rail company, Al-
stom, made the finals in all 
three categories of sugges-
tions for upgrades to signals, 
cars and communications.

“When I took on the role 
of chairman last summer, I 
was very forthright about the 
need to stabilize the subway 
system and we’ve begun to do 
that with the implementation 
of the Subway Action Plan,”  
MTA Chairman Joe Lhota 
said. “Additionally, I said that 
we have to look forward and 
that after undertaking efforts 
at stabilizing the system we 
needed to modernize it. The 
Genius Challenge is the first 

step in achieving the modern-
ization goal.” AECOM, Sie-
mens, Thales Group, Alcatel-
Lucent and Transit Wireless 
are just a few of the big names 
to make the finalist list.

The judges are comprised 
of MTA leadership, academ-
ics, engineers, transit ex-
perts and business leaders 
who determined in the first 
phase of the challenge which 
proposals could be deployed 
in the least amount of time 
and in the most cost-effective 
manner.

The next phase of the chal-
lenge will also be the last in 
which the state agencies  de-
cides which of the proposals 
are the three brightest con-
cepts to make the subways 
truly modern.

“Ultimately, this competi-
tion is about identifying tech-
nologies that can deliver more 
capacity and throughput in 
the subway system. Subway 
ridership has grown in tan-
dem with New York’s over-
all economic growth and it’s 
imperative that we continue 
working toward finding ways 
to accommodate more people 

with better, faster service.  
Having been so involved with 
the competition for the past 
six months, I am confident 
that ideas that have been sub-

mitted can and will play a key 
role in delivering New York a 
21st century subway system,” 
said Janno Lieber, the MTA’s 
chief development officer.

The subways are an analog 
system in a digital world.

Work began to build the 
subways in 1904, with the No. 
7 train route through Queens 
completed in 1917 when most 
of the borough was farmland. 
The system still operates on 
the same basic technology of 
that  day which would have 
been developed in the 19th 
Century.

Cuomo unveiled the genius 
challenge at the Hammerstein 
Ballroom at the Manhattan 
Center in late June immedi-
ately after the derailment of 
an A train in Harlem and a 
series of major system-wide 
meltdowns.

He signed the executive 
order declaring a state of 
emergency on the MTA to 
expedite some of the govern-
ment procedures, such as the 
transit agency’s procurement 
process.

The Genius Challenge an-
nouncement in June, transit 
systems such as Paris Metro 
and Toronto’s rail service 
were used as examples of mod-
ern and efficient assets.

Maintenance and upgrades to the city’s subways could be hitting 
their next phase as 19 finalists have been chosen for the MTA’s Genius 
Challenge.  Courtesy of MTA/Marc A. Hermann
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Queens Tourism Council awarded funding
BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s Re-
gional Economic Development 
Council initiative awarded 
$112,500 to the Queens Tour-
ism Council last week. 

QTC, a division of the 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, will use 
the funding to create “Love 
the World’s Borough,” a mar-
keting campaign to promote 
culture, diversity, sports, and 
food. Each season will have a 
theme, and QTC will use so-
cial media, advertising, and 
special events to achieve its 
goals.

“Only in Queens can you 
dine around the world in 
109 square miles, surf in the 
Rockaways, visit one of New 
York state’s oldest operating 
farms and enjoy 7,739 acres of 
city-owned parkland,” Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz said. “The REDC award 
will help Queens tell our story 
to a larger audience as we con-
tinue to welcome visitors from 
around the world.”

Established in 2100, The 
REDC initiative is a center-

piece of Cuomo’s strategy to 
jump-start the economy and 
create jobs in New York state. 
Looking to fund community-
based, performance-driven 
entities, the initiative award-
ed more than $755 million 
throughout the state in 2017.

“Over the past seven years, 
the Regional Economic De-
velopment Councils have suc-
cessfully brought together the 
most innovative minds in eco-
nomic development, fostering 
collaboration between state 
and local leaders to invest in 
New York’s regional resources 
from the ground up,” Cuomo 
said. “These awards are criti-
cal to building the foundations 
of New York’s future and en-
suring that our economic mo-
mentum continues.”

This is the first time QTC 
has received REDC funding.

“Tourism in Queens is boom-
ing right now, and this is the 
perfect time to promote the bor-
ough,” Queens Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Executive 
Seth Bornstein said. “We are ex-
cited to let the public know about 
the wonderful things going on 
in the world’s most diverse bor-

ough, and we are very apprecia-
tive of Governor Cuomo, this 
initiative, and the state elected 
officials who helped attain fund-
ing for this program.”

Tourism pumped $5.3 bil-

lion into Queens in 2015, sup-
porting 56,816 jobs and gener-
ating $753 million in state and 
local taxes, according to a 2016 
report by graduate students at 
the Jonathan M. Tisch Center 

for Hospitality and Tourism 
at the NYU School of Profes-
sional Studies. As a result, 
one in 16 Queens-based jobs is 
sustained by tourism, the re-
search found.

“In my experience, people 
always love Queens. The prob-
lem is getting them to the bor-
ough in the first place,” Queens 
Tourism Council Director Rob 
MacKay said. “With this fund-
ing, we will be able to entice 
more travelers to come here. 
This is so exciting.”

The REDC initiative also 
awarded $100,000 to the Long 
Island City Partnership to-
ward making the neighbor-
hood a regional hub for life 
sciences and innovation. The 
partnership will  use the 
funds to develop a comprehen-
sive strategic business plan for 
the future growth and develop-
ment of a Life Sciences and Re-
search Innovation cluster in 
Long Island City.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

With tourism booming in the borough, Gov. Andrew Cuomo adds funding 
to boost it further, awarding the QTC more than $100,000.

RENAISSANCE
home care services

R

Caring with a Commitment to Quality

Ask For Renaissance!
From in home care, to structured and 

enriching programs at one of our Adult Day 
locations we have an extensive choice of 
specialty trained, multilingual caregivers 
and staff members to meet our client’s 

needs. 

In “Caring with a Commitment to 
Quality”, Renaissance proudly provides 

the following services: 
*Pediatric Home Care  

*HIV/AIDS Home Care
*Mental Health Home Care

*CDPAP
Serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 

Queens, and Staten Island.

Ask for Renaissance Home Health Care!

Pregunte por Renaissance 
Home Health Care! 

Mande pou Renaissance
Home Health Care!

Choisissez Renaissance, 
l’agence de soins à domicile!

Выбирайте “Ренессанс” - 
агентство по уходу за пожилыми!

ASK FOR RENAISSANCE!
RENAISSANCEADULTDAY.COM 800.481.825991-31 Queens Boulevard Queens, NY 11373
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After an LIRR Murray Hill Station 
sign was vandalized with anti-Asian 
graffiti, MTA Police have installed a 
security camera at the station.

Community leaders and elected offi-
cials were outraged after discovering a 
LIRR Murray Hill Station sign a week 
ago covered with racist statements 
like “Asians all on welfare,” “Chinese 
losers town”  and “Whites built Flush-
ing!” written all over it. 

In response to the racist graffiti 
Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
wrote a letter to the MTA Police, the 
109th Precinct and city DOT asking for 
a review of all available footage relat-
ing to the incidents and requested a 
thorough and immediate investigation 
of any evidence identifying the perpe-
trator. MTA responded promptly by 
installing cameras at the station. Kim 
thanked THE MTA Police for address-
ing community concerns and making 
security upgrades at the Station. 

“My fellow elected officials and I are 
hopeful that this will stem the recent 
tide of repulsive vandalism there, and 
make the area safer for all residents,” 
he said. “We are also grateful to our 
local community leaders for their un-
ceasing efforts to successfully resolve 
this issue, as well as the MTA and Gov. 
Cuomo for their outreach to our com-
munity. If there are still security prob-
lems that need to be addressed even 
after the installation of this camera, 
my pledge to secure additional funding 
still stands.”

Last week Korean community lead-
ers, nearby business owners and elect-
ed officials joined Kim to denounce the 
acts, which they made said in no way 

represented the ideology of the diverse 
and tolerant character of their neigh-
borhood. 

Kim said the coward who commit-
ted these terrible acts must be found.

“I am proud to live in and represent 
one of the most diverse constituencies 
in the country, where there is no place 
for this kind of behavior,” he said. “It 
goes against the very character of our 
neighborhoods, and my office will do 
all that we can in working with local 
law enforcement to keep our communi-
ties safe, united, and free of hate.”

Christine Colligan, co-president 
of the Korean-American Parents As-
sociation of Greater New York, said 
the group has requested footage from 
the surveillance camera be sent to the 
MTA Police Chief, and that a MTA Po-
lice team continually patrol the Mur-
ray Hill station. 

“Hate Speech Vandalism is a crimi-
nal act and is extremely dangerous  
and violation of federal, states and city 
law,” she said. “The citizens of Flush-
ing will not allow  such criminal acts 
in our neighborhood. Taxpayers and 
citizens have a right to be safe and pro-
tected from such hateful crimes. We 
should not only erase the graffiti but 
also catch the perpetrator.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Community asking 
MTA for security 

Murray Hill Station will get a pair of elevators with $8.6 million in MTA capital funds. Photo 
by Michael Shain 
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

BY MARK HALLUM

The LIRR announced Wednesday 
it would bring elevators to the Murray 
Hill Station on the Port Washington 
line at a cost of $8.6 million.

LoDuca Associates Inc. of Long Is-
land was awarded the contract for the 
two new hydraulic elevators, which 
will serve eastbound and westbound 
platforms, along with the installation 
of new security cameras, lighting and 
signage.

The $8.6 million will come from 
MTA capital funds and should be com-
pleted by spring of 2019, according to 
the state agency.

To install the new elevators, con-
tractors will remove a small part of 
the retaining wall on the below street-

level station for the shaft structuring, 
install new communications and fire 
alarm systems for customer safety, 
LED lighting near the new elevators 
and a fresh paint job for the retaining 
walls.

The Murray Hill Station will follow 
the Flushing-Main Street Station in 
these upgrades as well as the Queens 
Village Station, which received eleva-
tors in 2013, making the transit hub 
ADA-compliant.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY BILL PARRY

Small businesses across New York 
state will be getting some relief from 
red tape after a package of three bills 
authored by state Assemblywoman Ar-
avella Simotas (D-Astoria) were signed 
into law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo. The 
new laws will also increase transpar-
ency and public participation in agen-
cy rule-making.

“As the daughter of a small busi-
ness owner, I know first-hand how 
vital small businesses are to the eco-
nomic health of our communities and 
our state,” Simotas said. “My bills will 
help create a healthier environment in 
New York for small business and to en-
sure that regulatory agencies are more 
user-friendly.”

Simotas sponsored the bills as the 
chairwoman of the Administrative 
Regulations Review Commission. One 
of the bills helps small businesses 
comply with regulations by requiring 
state agencies to create plain language 
guides that would include informa-
tion on the most common regulatory 
violations that small businesses are 
cited for by the agency and actions that 
small businesses can take to minimize 
or prevent violations.

“Small business guides will im-
prove compliance with necessary 
regulation to ensure public health and 
safety without hurting the health or 
strangling the growth of small busi-
nesses,” Simotas said.

A second piece of legislation extends 
to a minimum of 60 days the time to re-
view and comment on rules proposed 

by state agencies, enabling greater par-
ticipation by businesses and the public. 
The prior mandate was only 45 days for 
many state agencies.

The third bill brings agency rule-
making changes into the 21st century. 
The law will let people email their 
requests for notices of proposed new 
rules rather than having to snail mail 
them. Agencies, in turn, would be re-
quired to send rule-making notices 
electronically rather than by regular 
mail, when people ask them to do so.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Cuomo: Three new laws 
will help small business

Murray Hill Station slated 
to get two elevators: LIRR

Three bills, sponsored by Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas, are signed into law by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo which will help small busi-
nesses around New York State.
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

BQX trolley faces BQE repair collision
BY JULIANNE CUBA

There’s an internal battle 
brewing over the BQE and 
BQX.

Transit honchos in charge 
of fi xing the dilapidated Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway want 
the mayor to hit the breaks on 
his controversial $2.5-billion 
streetcar plan because the two 
massive infrastructure proj-
ects will butt heads.

The Department of Trans-
portation must repair the 1.5-
mile stretch of the decrepit 
roadway between Atlantic 
Avenue and Sands Street in 
Brooklyn Heights before the 
triple cantilever — which 
runs beneath the neighbor-
hood’s promenade and above 
Furman Street —  crumbles 
beneath the weight of the thou-
sands of big-rigs that rumble 
across it daily .

But Hizzoner’s plan to lay 
14 miles of light-rail tracks 
from Sunset Park to the outer 
borough of Queens  that would 
run along streets in Red Hook, 
Fort Greene, Dumbo, and 
Brooklyn Heights ,  includ-
ing on Atlantic Avenue , will 
impact the city’s work on the 

expressway and cause even 
more chaos on the local thor-
oughfares, according to the 
city’s Deputy Commissioner 
of Bridges.

“I had a conversation with 
somebody who was working 
on the BQX. They are thinking 
about it going down Atlantic 
Avenue and across Columbia 
[Street], and I said ‘Look we’re 
going to be there, I don’t think 
it’s a good idea,’ ” Bob Collyer 
said during a public meeting 
about repairs to the express-
way’s triple cantilever on Dec. 
11. “That’s as far as we got.”

Work on the two multi-
billion-dollar projects would 
likely overlap. The city hopes 
to begin laying tracks for the 
Sunset Park-to-Queens people 
mover in 2019 to have it shut-
tling passengers by 2024. And 
transit offi cials intend to open 
up the triple cantilever for ren-
ovations by 2021 and end the 
job by 2026 if the state green-
lights a process to stream-
line design and construction, 
otherwise work would begin 
around 2024 and wrap some-
time after 2028.

And another transporta-

tion honcho said her team 
would try to work with lead-
ers in charge of the Brooklyn 
Queens Connector’s creation 
to ensure smooth construc-

tion should the two be built si-
multaneously.

“We’re in touch with them, 
we will coordinate with them,” 
said Tanvi Pandya, a project 

manager overseeing the ex-
pressway’s repairs.

 DeBlasio fi rst pitched the 
taxpayer-funded trolley  — 
which is supported by the pri-
vate advocacy group Friends 
of the Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector, Dumbo-based devel-
oper Two Trees, and other 
real-estate companies — in 
2016 because he said it would 
bring transportation to sub-
way-starved communities 
along the waterfront.

But many residents and lo-
cal leaders claimed the street-
car — a joint effort overseen 
by the city’s transportation 
department and Economic 
Development Corporation — 
would do more harm than 
good by accelerating develop-
ment and gentrifi cation in the 
nabes it will serve, many of 
which are home to thousands 
of public-housing residents.

Some Brooklynlites booed 
the light-rail scheme at a Dec. 
14 town hall with the mayor 
and Red Hook Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca, and loudly 
jeered again when DeBlasio 
claimed he proposed the idea 

Some residents from western Queens get a close-up look at the first 
prototype of of a BQX streetcar and they like what they saw. 
 Photo by Bill Parry

Continued on Page 24
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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qualify for financial aid on traditional 
Democrats, and he objected to partisan 
purity tests.

The Working Families Party and 
NYIndivisible protested again at Avel-
la’s office in May.

The day before Democrat Brian 
Benjamin had won a special election to 
the state Senate to represent Harlem. 
The landslide vote of about 98 percent 
in his favor reclaimed the Democratic 
majority with 32 of the 63 seats in the 
chamber.

State Sen. Simcha Felder (D-Brook-
lyn) has caucused and voted alongside 
the GOP since he was elected as a pro-
gressive, bringing the number of Dems 
caucusing apart from the mainline 
party to nine.

“The Democrats were voted into 
the majority in the Senate and should 
be functioning as a majority, but 
they’re not because the IDC caucuses 
separately, leaving the majority to the 
Republicans,” said one protester, who 
was bused in from outside of Queens. 
“Some progressive legislation gets 
through, sometimes watered down. 
But many, many bills don’t even make 
it to floor. That’s because we are not 
functioning as a majority. We would 
like to see single payer pass, the Dream 
Act, women’s reproductive health and 
other issues.”

But a tentative peace between the 
warring Democrats would appear on 
the horizon as a letter from top main-
line party leaders called for members 

of the IDC to form a coalition to regain 
control of the state Senate or face pri-
mary challenges.

The letter asked IDC officials to work 
with the party to claim two seats in spe-
cial elections outside of Queens and con-
vince conservative Democrat Felder to 
caucus once again with his own party 
instead of with the Republicans.

If the eight IDC officials did not 
agree to the pact, the Democratic Party 
would launch primary opponents their 
way.

Avella and IDC leader Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx) both said they would 
accept the terms of the coalition as long 
as the Democrats actually achieved the 
majority through victory in the special 
elections and if Felder agreed to return 
to the party.

But not everybody accepted the 
pact.

City and state elected officials spoke 
out at a Dec. 7 forum in Fresh Meadows 
against the IDC, claiming the break-
away Democrats had no interest in 
actually forming a coalition with the 
mainline party.

City Comptroller Scott Stringer 
joined Public Advocate Letitia James, 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and Councilman Rory Lancman (D-
Hillside) spoke at event organized by 
anti-IDC group Empire State Indivis-
ible claiming Avella was not a team 
player to begin with and should be re-
placed in a primary regardless.

Elections for the state officials’ 
seats will take place near the end of 
2018, with former Mayor de Blasio ad-
viser Jessica Ramos said she was con-
sidering a challenge to Peralta on the 
Democratic line.

sentenced to 3 ½ years in prison for il-
legal possession of a firearm. He was 
released in 2011 from Mid-State Cor-
rectional Facility in Marcy, N.Y. After 
a brief break-up, Mobb Deep reunited 
in 2014 to release their final album 
“The Infamous Mobb Deep.”

In September colleagues were sad-
dened when state Assemblyman Mi-
chael Simanowitz (D-Flushing) died 
after battling an unidentified illness 
for years. Simanowitz, 45, had repre-
sented the 27th District, which cov-
ers College Point, Whitestone, Forest 
Hills, Kew Gardens Hills, Electchester, 
Pomonok, Briarwood, Kew Gardens, 
and Richmond Hill since 2011. Prior 
to being elected to the state office, he 
served as the chief of staff to Assembly-
woman Nettie Mayersohn for 15 years 
until her retirement. Simanowitz is 
survived by his wife Jennifer, four 
children, his parents and his brothers 
Barry and Alan. 

Simanowitz, a lifelong resident of 
Forest Hills, studied at Yeshiva Tiferes 
Moshe as a child. The assemblyman 
was a proud Orthodox Jew who often 
stood up for the Jewish community in 
the Assembly.

Simanowitz also served as a board 
member at the Yeshiva of Central 
Queens and contributed to the Queens 
Jewish Historical Society, the Harriet 
and Kenneth Kupferberg Holocaust 
Resource Center and Archives, Young 
Israel of Kew Gardens Hills and the 
107th Precinct Community Council.

The following week in Septem-
ber, Long Island City mourned when 
civic leader Theresa Adams died of 
heart failure at the age of 75. Adams 
grew up in the Hunters Point section 
of LIC in the Vernon Boulevard home 
of her grandfather. She became a 
dedicated volunteer working for the 
betterment of the evolving neighbor-
hood after she retired from the U.S. 
Navy in the early 1980s, where she 
was an operations supervisor.

Adams worked tirelessly on hous-
ing and care for seniors and veterans, 
pushed for more schools and com-
munity space and advocated for the 
waterfront parks. Adams began cam-
paigning for a public library for the 
neighborhood in the early ’90s and 
she watched joyfully as the new $40 
million state-of-the-art Hunters Point 
Library began rising along the water-
front on Center Boulevard. The library 
is scheduled to open in 2019.

Adams is survived by her son, Bri-
an, who also grew up in the Vernon 
Boulevard home. 

Continued from Page 3 
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to improve areas’ transit 
options — not as a give-
away to greedy developers.

“I said I want the most 
transportation options I 
can get in this city. The 
plan is moving forward,” 
DeBlasio said to the crowd. 
“More mass transit options 
is good for everyone, so this 
whole thing that develop-
ers like it, therefore it must 
be awful — I don’t accept 
that.”

And other locals echoed 
transit honchos’ concerns 
about how the nabes af-
fected by the pair of large 
projects will handle the in-
fl ux of construction work-
ers and changes in traffi c 
the jobs will bring, with 
one woman at the BQE 
meeting saying it is “stu-
pid” to be planning both at 
the same time.

— Julianne Cuba is a 
reporter for our sister pub-
lication, BrooklynPaper.
com.

Continued from Page 24 
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Elected offi cials collect coats for families 
BY BILL PARRY

Elected officials in western 
Queens are once again help-
ing the 29th annual New York 
Cares coat drive reach its goal 
of collecting more than 125,000 
coats this year. 

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), Assemblyman 
Brian Barnwell (D-Maspeth) 
and Assemblywoman Aravel-
la Simots (D-Astoria) gathered 
more than 100 lightly used 
winter coats donated by com-
munity members for families 
in need to wear.

“As temperatures continue 
to decrease throughout this 
winter, we must keep in mind 
that many New Yorkers endure 
the freezing outdoors with no 
relief,” Constantinudes said. 
“That’s why we coordinated 
this coat drive with New York 
Cares. We thank everyone who 
contributed to a warm, healthy 
and generous-spirited holiday 
season for all New Yorkers.”

New York Cares has more 
than 300 public collection sites, 
including every NYPD pre-
cinct citywide and both Penn 
Station and Grand Central 

Terminal. The organization 
is still accepting donations to 
buy more coats.

“The holiday season is a 
great time to give back and it 
is always important to remem-
ber those who may be less for-

tunate,” Gianaris said.
Barnwell added that the do-

nated coats could save people’s 
lives, while Simotas thanked 
her neighbors.

“Our coat drive was a huge 
success, thanks to western 

Queens residents with big 
hearts and generous souls,” 
she said. “All these warm 
coats are the undeniable proof 
that ‘love thy neighbor as thy-
self’ still has meaning.”

Constantinides worked 

further to help struggling 
families enjoy the holiday sea-
son by collecting more than 
150 toys at his district office, 
donated by community mem-
bers, which were wrapped and 
distributed to children by Ur-
ban Ubound. He also collected 
donations of toiletries that 
were given to clients of Reality 
House, a veterans’ residence 
and outpatient treatment facil-
ity for individuals who have 
experienced substance abuse.

“As we enjoy the holidays 
with family, many children 
grow up without the opportu-
nity to open Christmas or holi-
day gifts,” he said. “Many New 
Yorkers do not have access to 
everyday supplies, including 
toiletries. I thank all who par-
ticipated in brightening the 
holidays for families in our 
poorest neighborhoods. We ap-
preciate everyone who helped 
those less fortunate.”

New York Cares warns that 
45 percent of New Yorkers are 
currently near or below the pov-
erty line. The coat drive began 
Nov. 15 and wraps up Sunday.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Assemblyman Brian Barnwell (l. to r.), state Sen. Michael Gianaris, Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas and City 
Councilman Costa Constantinides collect items for New York Cares annual coat drive. C o u r t e s y 
Constantinides’ office

BY MARK HALLUM

Legislation signed by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo will establish 
a task force to study the avail-
ability of child care across the 
state and the economic effects 
of not having these services 
in communities.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) penned the bill, 
which passed the Senate in 
June and was later intro-
duced into the Assembly and 
carried by Assemblywoman 
Ellen Jaffee (D-Pearl River).

“In order to better im-
prove child care policies, it 
is necessary to understand 
more about the issues related 
to child care access. As chair 
of the Senate’s Children and 
Families Committee, I am 

committed to ensuring that 
every child, whether at the 
beginning of their education 
or at the end of their college 
tenure, has access to the high-
est quality education this 
state has to offer,” Avella said. 
“Our state should be commit-
ted to providing every child 
the opportunity to succeed 
through education as well as 
providing families an oppor-
tunity to grow and flourish in 
our communities. By creating 
this task force it will allow 
our state to do just that.”

Members of the task force 
will be appointed by the gov-
ernor upon recommendations 
from the Assembly speaker, 
president of the Senate and 
representatives of child care 
agencies.

Some issues the task force 
will examine are access to 
subsidized child-care, costs 
of child care, availability of 
child care during odd hours 
and how a lack of services af-
fects the workforce and the 
economy.

“Ensuring all parents have 
access to quality, affordable 
child care is a top priority. 
On behalf of working families 
across the state I thank Gov. 
Cuomo for signing this im-
portant bill into law,” Jaffee 
said. “We have been working 
closely with the governor’s of-
fice to ensure the task force 
runs efficiently and effective-
ly, incorporating suggestions 
and getting the appropriate 
agencies involved, while en-
suring that we maintain the 

integrity of the task force.”
The results of these studies 

will be reported to the Senate 
and Assembly leaders for fur-
ther action to be taken.

It will be chaired by com-
missioners from the Office of 
Children and Family Services 
and the Office of Temporary 
Disability Assistance and the 
member of the task force will 
serve three terms without 
pay, according to the bill.

At least one member of the 
task force is required to be a 
parent who has accessed sub-
sidized child care in the past.

According to the bill, the 
legislation would take effect 
immediately, but the cost of 
implementing a task force has 
yet to be determined.

Cuomo signs Avella bill on child care options

The NCO program was an initiative that 
was started four years ago to encourage res-

idents and community leaders to work with 
local precincts in their area to bring down 
crime, according to the mayor.

“Increasingly, it’s the good who are 
strengthening their relationships with the 
NCOs – neighborhood coordination offi-
cers,” O’Neill said. “People are calling 9-1-1 

or waving down police cars when they want 
to report something. They’re calling or tex-
ting their NCOs on their cell phones when 
something isn’t right.”  

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com.

Continued from Page 8 
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WestburyToyota.com

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

WestburyToyota.com

WESTBURY

TOYOTA

WHY

CHOOSE

     We at Westbury Toyota believe in
SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY. 
We are partnered with:
 • General Needs to help homeless 
    veterans on Long Island
 • Annual Street Wheelz Car Show
    to raise Breast Cancer Awareness
 • Island Harvest to feed local families in need
 • Ronald McDonald House to provide housing  
    and care for families with children
    battling cancer
 • Toys for Tots to contribute to less fortunate
    children and enable them to experience
    the joy of Christmas
 • And many more!

     We at Westbury Toyota understand that
LOYALTY IS EARNED, so we created 
“The Best Way” rewards program just for you. Every 
time you service with us or direct a friend, family mem-
ber or coworker to us who buys a car, you are rewarded
with down payment points toward your next vehicle
purchase at Westbury Toyota, local merchant savings 
and much more!
 
     We at Westbury Toyota 
do not make empty promises. We promise to 
TREAT YOU WITH RESPECT, just as we would 
a member of our own family. We promise to provide the 
information required to make an informed decision.
We promise to always offer a fair deal.

     We at Westbury Toyota invite you to visit us and
see why “The Best Way” is the only way to buy and 
service your vehicle. We assure you that the trip will be 
informative and WORTH YOUR TIME!
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,888
‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#34718, 23,114 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGS

WE ARE OPEN ON 

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS
STARTING

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!AS 
LOW 
AS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 12/29/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#35990, 39,600 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
'13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19,606 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42,750 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
'16 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#30539, 24,654 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#37193, 32,181 mi.

$24,600BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHHEREREREROKOKOKOKEEEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$12,995
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$20,888
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

NEW YEARS DAY!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

It seems every time you turn 

around, something cool is hap-

pening in The World’s Borough, 

where every neighborhood has its 

own special vibe. 

Whether it’s a singer, dancer, 

filmmaker, visual artist, author, 

musician or chef…someone some-

where is always making waves 

here. And their stories are just 

waiting to be told. 

Luckily, plenty of these local 

movers and shakers were featured 

in 2017, along with a roster of ce-

lebs who have returned to their 

Queens roots to entertain audi-

ences here….

PAUL SIMON RETURNS TO QUEENS 
FOR BENEFIT CONCERT

The legendary singer-songwrit-

er came back to his roots on April 

5, to play with local musicians at a 

benefit concert supporting Long Is-

land City’s Materials for the Arts.

While MFTA’s warehouse of 

free artist supplies isn’t the kind 

of venue the arena-packing per-

former usually graces, it was his 

call, as it turned out.  

“But that was ultimately the 

point — and his direct require-

ment, in fact, to play the nontradi-

tional venue in hopes of bringing 

more people into MFTA that would 

never have seen it otherwise,” ac-

cording to Kwame Belle, MFTA’s 

communications coordinator.

For Simon, it was all about 

helping a cause…and his passion 

for wind chimes. “When Paul Si-

mon first visited MFTA…, to see 

the wind chimes that had been 

created by fellow musician Skip 

LaPlante, I think he was amazed 

by what he encountered,” said the 

group’s executive director, Har-

riet Taub.

“I guess only he would know, 

but my gut tells me that he was 

impressed with the work we are 

doing to foster arts and culture 

in NYC.”

At the end of his 2016 summer 

tour, Simon had a sold-out concert 

for fans at a newly renovated and 

revamped Forest Hills Stadium. 

While Queens welcomed back 

one of its own, a small town in 

Southern Italy welcomed back 

a mild-mannered former high 

school teacher from Flushing, who 

became their beloved poet hero...
Continued on Page 34

TimesLedger, Dec. 29, 2017-Jan. 4, 2018 Sudoku 30
 Arts & Entertainment 30
 Crossword Puzzle 36
 Guide to Dining 37

Y SCILEPPI

ry time you turn 

hing cool is hap-

World’s Borough, 

ghborhood has its 

e. 

a singer, dancer, 

ual artist, author, 

f…someone some-

ys making waves 

r stories are just 

ld.

nty of these local 

kers were featured 

with a roster of ce-

returned to their 

o entertain audi-

For Simon, it

hhhelping a cause…

for wind chimes.

mon first visited

the wind chimes

created by fellow

LaPlante, I think

by what he encou

group’s executiv

riet Taub.

“I guess only 

but my gut tells 

impressed with t

doing to foster a

in NYC.”

At the end of h

tour, Simon had a

for fans at a new

revamped Forest

T
O

P
 A

R

TS STORIES OF 2017 IN
 Q

U
EE

N
S

T
O

P
 A

R

TS STORIES OF 2017 IN
 Q

U
EE

N
S



30    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, DEC. 29, 2017-JAN. 4, 2018 TL

Answers in Sports

For More Theater Listings, Visit Us At

TIMESLEDGER.COM

A Charlie Brown Christmas — Join Charlie 
Brown and his Peanuts gang in this heart-
warming holiday musical based on the 
beloved animated TV special. Watch the 
gang as they dig past the commercialized 
gimmicks of presents and decorations to 
rediscover the true meaning of Christmas. 
Through a pageant and a spindly tree, 
Charlie Brown and friends bring the holiday 
spirit back to life for families once again.
When: Dec. 21 - Dec. 30, at 7 p.m.; Jan. 3 - 
Jan. 6 at 7 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18 for adults ($20 at the door); $10 
for children 17 and under ($12.50 at the 
door)
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker. All she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. 
Her Mom and Dad, Queen Patience and King 
Loadsadough, want her to focus on her 
Princess duties. Luckily, her four maids, the 

Chancellor and Lady-in-Waiting are on hand 
to help make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 13, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for children; $40 
for family of four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play 
revolves around Pirate Pete, a lovable 
rogue on a mission to find his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly. Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfits, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete with songs, 
sword fights, and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, Jan. 27, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

FILM

The LEGO Batman Movie 
— Batman must face the 
villains of Gotham City 
again, but this time with 
his new sidekick Robin 
and fellow caped-crusader 
Batgirl, along with his ally 
Commissioner Barbara 
Gordon. This lively 
animated movie combines 
our favorite Gotham City 
characters with the LEGO 
toy universe, for hilarious 
superhero fun. 
When: Friday, Dec. 29, 
Saturday, Dec. 30, Sunday, 
Dec. 31, Monday, Jan. 1, at 
11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Jim Henson’s The 
Christmas Toy / The Bells 
of Fraggle Rock — Before 

“Toy Story,” there was Jim 
Henson’s “The Christmas 
Toy.” In this ABC holiday 
special, a group of toys 
comes to life whenever their 
owner, Jamie, leaves the 
room. Last year’s favorite 
gift, Rugby Tiger (Dave 
Goelz), is nervous about 
the arrival of a new toy and 
plans to sneak under the 
Christmas tree so he can 
once again be a new gift. 
In “The Bells of Fraggle 
Rock,” Cantus arrives for 
the Festival of the Bells 
and Gobo sets out on an 
adventure—to find out if 
the mythical Great Bell of 
Fraggle Rock is really real. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 31, at 
1 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Lady Bird — Set in 
Sacramento, California 

in 2002, amidst a rapidly 
shifting American economic 
landscape, “Lady Bird” 
is a sharply funny and 
uniquely moving look at the 
relationships that shape 
us, the beliefs that define 
us, and the life-defining 
complications of home. 
When: Monday, Jan. 1, at 
4 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Spelling Bee Club — Stop 
by for fun word games and 
challenges and get ready 
for the Spelling Bee. All 
school age kids welcome.
When: Friday, Dec. 29, from 
2:45 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.
Where: Queens Library, 
Long Island City
Contact: www.
queenslibrary.org/event/
spelling-bee-club

Exclusive Behind the 
Scenes Tour at Eclectic 
Props — Join New York 
Adventure Club for an 
exclusive, behind the 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 36
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

This year New York 
state celebrated 100 
years since a pivotal mo-
ment in feminist history, 
when in 1917 women won 
the right to vote on the 
state level.

That momentous 
event took place three 
years before the 19th 
Amendment was rati-
fied, ensuring their na-
tional voting rights.

According to a New 
York Times article, many 
gains were made after 50 
years of marching, ral-
lies, and fund-raising…
and despite cranky anti-
suffragists who warned 
against a woman’s equal 
rights for fear that: 
‘’political gossip would 
cause her to neglect the 
home, forget to mend our 
clothes and burn the bis-
cuits.’’

While the glass ceil-
ing of that time may have 
had thousands of little 
cracks in it – since 20,000 
or so newly empowered 
women were enrolled in 

the country’s suffragette 
movement – it would take 
almost a century before 
the glass would only par-

tially shatter.
A 2008 survey (Reu-

ters) revealed that while 
95 percent of American 

workers believed that 
women had made “im-
portant advances in the 
workplace over the last 
10 years,” 86 percent felt 
that even though it was 
cracked, the glass ceiling 
had not yet been broken.

Tremendous strides 
have been made but 
many women say there’s 
more work to be done un-
til they achieve across- 
the-board equal justice. 
Their anger and frustra-
tion has fueled a modern-
day suffrage movement, 
reminiscent of the 1970s 
and 1920s.

A Bayside author and 
a senior who you’d think 
would have little interest 
in today’s feminist activ-
ism has written a new 
novel. Readers of all ages 
will find this 1970s femi-
nist coming-of-age story, 
truly authentic and in-
spiring.

David Yale, 73, says 
he fully understands 
what today’s activists are 
fighting for, and claims 
that his new book “is an 

Working class girl becomes world class singer

Known for heartwarming portrayals of ordinary peo-
ple, Bayside author David R. Yale describes his new novel 
“Becoming JiJi“ as an “antidote to dystopian fear.” 
 Photo by Paul Brozen

Continued on Page 36
"Becoming JiJi," by David R. Yale 
 Cover by IndieAuthorPublishingServices.Com
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday, January 11th

for our amazing

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10 per person

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

The 77th Annual Win-
ter Concert, performed 
by the Queens College 
Choral Society Dec. 16, 
offered renditions of Mo-
zart’s “Requiem” and a 
New  Age choral piece 
called “1001 Voices: A 
Symphony for a New 
America.”

The Winter Concert 
was held at Colden Au-
ditorium on the Queens 
College Campus at 8 p.m. 
It began with Mozart’s 
classic, which is his last 
work and considered 
“one of the supreme 
achievements in choral 
literature,” according to 
QCCS.

The community cho-
rus delivered a mesmer-
izing performance, with 
impeccable harmony 
among the orchestra, 
chorus and soloists. So-
prano Deborah Carter, 
one of the soloists, re-
ceived great applause as 
well as commendations 
by fans after the show for 
her stunning vocals.

“You were wonder-

ful.  Maybe I’ll see you 
at the Met,” a woman 
said to Carter, whom 
she in return graciously 
thanked.

Carter, a first-year 
graduate student at 
Queens College, had 
sung in the community 
choral group in previous 
years.

“I’ve been singing 
for some time, but not 
classical music,” Carter 
said. “I think the music 
is beautiful. Mozart is 
one of the greatest com-
posers ever and I’m very 
honored to sing some of 
his music.”

The final perfor-
mance of the night, “1001 
Voices: A Symphony for 
a New America,” was 
starkly distinct from Mo-
zart’s “Requiem.”

The choral piece 
-- which was commis-
sioned by Constantine 
Kitsopoulos, the music 
director of Queens Sym-
phony -- was written by 
Judith Sloan, a libret-
tist and artist, and com-
posed by Frank London, 
a Grammy-Award win-

ning trumpeter, in 2009. 
According the QCCS, 
the story is meant to 
showcase the many gen-
erations of immigrants 
that have immigrated 
to Queens and how they 
have consequently been 
pushed in and out of the 
neighborhoods within 
the diverse borough.

James John, the mu-
sic director of QCCS, 
made some remarks 
about the piece before 
the performance.

“It’s themes are time-
less … they’re even more 
potent, important [and] 
meaningful at this par-
ticular point in time,” 
John said.

He went on to say that 
Sloan contacted him ear-
lier in the year to ask if 
he’d like to do this piece 
again. He said he was, 
“intrigued for a number 
of reasons.”

“You’ll see as we go 
through the piece there’s 
one particular passage 
-- I don’t know if you re-

call in January when the 
travel ban was so hap-
hazardly implemented 
and people were held out 
of the airports in New 
York City and there were 
crowds of people chant-
ing ‘let them in, let them 
in’ -- you’ll hear in the 
second movement of this 
piece, the chorus chants 
similarly ‘let them in, let 
them in,’” John said.

Sloan was among the 
six spoken word per-
formers, along with an 
Arabic drummer. The 
show also had animated 
projections with the 
phrases of the seven dif-
ferent languages that 
were spoken throughout 
the show (English, Span-
ish, Chinese, Arabic, 
Farsi, Portuguese and 
Russian), many images 
of the street name signs 
and neighborhood pic-
tures of Queens.

It was a powerful 
Queens story about the 
hurdles immigrants 
must face once they are 
here, which in the end 
received a standing ova-
tion.

Annual winter concert returns to Queens College

The Queens College Choral Society is set to host its 77th Annual Winter Concert. 
 Courtesy of Queens College Choral Society
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New Year’s Eve 
at Aunt Bella’s

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks south of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DESSERT
Cheese Cake - $6.25 $6.25 $6.25

OUT GOING CATERING!! 
AVAILABLE

APPETIZERS
$7.95

$9.95
$14.95

$11.95
$8.95

$9.95

SEAFOOD

$17.25

$19.95

$19.95

$23.95
$19.95

$18.95

ENTREES

$16.95

$17.95
$17.95

$17.95

$13.95

PASTA

$11.95

$14.95

$15.95

$17.95
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FLUSHING POET 
HONORED IN ITALY FOR 

POEM SCULPTED IN 
MARBLE

Vincent Tomeo 
couldn’t believe the 
warm welcome he re-
ceived when he returned 
to the picturesque town 
of Monterosso Calabro 
in ancient Calabria, for 
a celebration and ribbon-
cutting ceremony in ear-
ly April.

His inspirational 
poem, “A View from a 
Tower in Calabria, Italy” 
– penned atop a villa tow-
er during his first visit 
back in 2015 – became a 
hit with the townspeople 
and was unveiled in mar-
ble for all to admire.

The Corona-born 
poet without borders, 
has been discussing de-
tails for a new poetry 
workshop in that vil-
lage. He is hoping that 
his dream will become 
a reality, and he’ll be off 
to Calabria soon, to teach 
budding bards sometime 
next fall. 

Meanwhile, in sunny 
California, a rising star 
who dreamed big, finally 
got his wish.

QUEENS COMIC GETS BIG 
BREAK WITH ABC SERIES

Actor and comic, 
Barry Rothbart, was 
over the moon when he 
heard that his career 
had gone to the dogs. The 
Forest Hills native had 
just snagged a juicy role 
(as Kevin) in a unique 
network sitcom called 
“Downward Dog,” which 
aired on ABC May 23.

The refreshingly out-
of-the-box show, revolved 
around the adventures 
of a human-like, highly 
opinionated rescue dog 
turned TV star named 
Martin, who had a lot 
to say about his owner 
Nan’s life.

Like his fellow cre-
atives, Rothbart lived 
in artsy Astoria when 
he was just starting out, 
and knew that the road 
to fame would be a rocky 
one. So he just kept hus-
tling. After getting laughs 
at scores of NYC comedy 
clubs, he went bi-coastal, 

headlining at hotspots in 
L.A., while auditioning 
for acting parts.

You may have seen 
him on Comedy Cen-
tral and on “Tonight,” 
“Conan,” and “The 
Late Late Show,” or in 
“Dean.” He played Peter 
DeBlasio, a broker work-
ing for Jordan Belfort 
(Leo DiCaprio), in Mar-
tin Scorsese’s “The Wolf 
of Wall Street” (2013). 
Rothbart just finished 
filming his parts for two 
upcoming movies.

While Martin was 
stealing viewers’ hearts, 
a traveling chef made his 
foodie fans’ mouths water 
when they tuned in to an 
episode he filmed while 
sampling diverse home-
style dishes from local 
eateries, hole-in-the-wall 

joints, and food carts.

CELEBRITY FOOD 
ADVENTURER ANTHONY 

BOURDAIN FINDS 
WORLD’S MENU RIGHT 

HERE IN QUEENS
The Emmy Award-

winning cook extraordi-
naire took the borough 
by storm when he arrived 
here on the No. 7 train 
from his home in Manhat-
tan, and ate his way across 
several ‘hoods, thus prov-
ing that you don’t have to 
globe-trot to discover deli-
cious ethnic fare in your 
own back yard.

Who could resist plate-
fuls of authentic Ecuador-
ian, Chinese, Korean, Ti-
betan, Mexican, African 
and Latino cooking?

On this episode of 
CNN’s TV series “Parts 

Unknown,” which aired 
May 21, Bourdain de-
scribed Queens as “a 
stewpot of neighborhoods 
filled with the languages, 
cultures, traditions and 
flavors of many lands,” 
and “an international 
crossroads.” He also ac-
knowledged how hard the 
immigrants, who make 
up the backbone of the lo-
cal culinary scene, have 
worked to make it here.

With prices going 
up everywhere – across 
the board – getting your 
culture on in Manhat-
tan may not be such a 
wise option these days. 
So it’s great to know that 
you can still get world 
class entertainment for 
bargain prices, without 
crossing a bridge and sit-
ting in traffic or having 

to fight the crowds on 
subways and buses. 

GLADYS KNIGHT BRINGS 
THE FUNK TO QUEENS 

COLLEGE
Thanks to local orga-

nizations like Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts, get-
ting your culture fix on 
a budget is possible. Just 
check out their cornuco-
pia of quality shows. 

If you were lucky 
enough to catch Motown 
diva Gladys Knight’s 
sold-out concert at Cold-
en Center in November, 
you’re probably still talk-
ing about her memorable 
performance. 

The audience was re-
minded that the power-
house vocalist and “Em-
press of Soul” still had it 
going on 60 years later, 

and fans let her know 
how much she was still 
loved and admired.  

In the fall, Kupfer-
berg Center celebrated 
10 years of dedication to 
music, art and culture, 
marking the occasion 
with a dynamic roster of 
well-known artists who 
reflect the rich diversity 
of this borough. 

“When we present art-
ists like Gladys Knight…, 
we know we are giving 
audiences a chance to 
see top tier artists with-
out having to leave their 
own borough,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Jeffrey 
Rosenstock.

 With so much hap-
pening here all the time, 
stay tuned for an excit-
ing lineup of captivating 
arts stories in 2018.

Continued from Page 29 

BEST OF 
THE BEST

(top - clockwise) Anthony Bourdain (l.) at Tibetan eatery 
Lhasa Fast Food at 74th St. in Jackson Heights with commu-
nity organizer Ali Najmi (c.) and Himanshu Suri aka Heems 
– half of the hip hop duo Swet Shop Boys. Vincent Tomeo 
wrote a poem — as he likes to do when traveling — for an 
Italian town. A town elder liked it so much that he had it 
carved into stone. Paul Simon is coming back to his Queens 
roots April 5 to headline a benefit concert supporting 
Materials for the Arts in Long Island City. Watch an unfor-
gettable performance by Motown leading lady and seven-
time Grammy winner Gladys Knight at Colden Auditorium, 
presented by Kupferberg Center for the Arts in Flushing. 
And The cast of ABC’s “Downward Dog,” (r. to l.) Lucas Neff, 
Samm Hodges, Kirby Howell-Baptiste, Allison Tolman, and 
hometown boy Barry Rothbart.
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SIT DOWN DINNER

Winter Salad
Blood orange / hazelnuts / endive / white balsamic

Pasta
Maine Lobster ravioli / basil crema / pesto drizzle

Surf ‘n’ Turf
Roasted Shrimp ‘scampi’ / ASPARAGUS GRATIN
Filet Mignon ‘porcini’  /  POTATO CROQUETTE

Chocolate ‘symphony’
Decadent selection of chocolate desserts

New Year’s Eve 2017
7:30pm-1am

$125 per person all included

MENU
UPON ARRIVAL

Cocktail Hour Includes
Butler Style Passed Hors D’oeuvres
Arancini Rice Balls / Caprese Skewers / Mini Cocktail Franks

Sesame Chicken / BBQ Beef Crostini  / Antipasto Roll / Tostones ‘n’ Guac

Tuscan Antipasto Table
Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Pepper

Parma Prosciutto / Salami  / Soppressata / Mortadella
Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina

Fusilli Salad /  Fresh Mozzarella 
Olive Medley /  Bruschetta  

Full buffet of hot food
Fried Calamari /spicy marinara

Chicken Marsala / mushrooms, rosemary
Baked Meatballs / marinara, parsley

Eggplant Rollatini / mozzarella, pomodoro
Cheese Tortellini ‘panna’ / prosciutto, peas

*We Also Have Private Rooms That Can Accommodate Up To 125 People*
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 29, 2017-Jan. 4, 2018

By Ed Canty

Con Artists
Across
1. Cookbook abbr.
5. Word in many 
business names
8. Smell
13. Surf sound
14. High point
15. Katmandu's land
16. Outstanding
17. Take off
18. "Ta-da!"
19. Weight lifters' 
gettogether?
22. Parking place
23. Pasture
24. Mystical
27. Decline
29. Zest
33. Santa in 
California
34. Ricochet
36. Feathery wrap
37. Pioneer carriers
40. Olympic chant
41. Macho guys
42. Al and Tipper
43. Depend
45. Tarnish
46. Like some pines
47. Sixth sense
49. Flower fanciers
50. Book part
58. Ticket category
59. Diving bird
60. Mark's 
replacement
61. Sticking point?
62. Creative

63. Like a sad sack
64. Old card game 
for three
65. "You betcha!"
66. Kind of club

Down
1. Links hazard
2. Crude dude
3. Sound
4. Kind of cooker
5. Hotfoot it
6. Neighbor of 
Saudi Arabia
7. Kid's ball material
8. Cavern, in poetry
9. Fix, as leftovers
10. Many a 
tournament
11. Cleopatra's love 
___ Antony

12. Sheltered from 
the wind
14. Ring around the 
collar?
20. "Cannn ball" 
sound?
21. Macaroni shape
24. Come to pass
25. Kind of call
26. Lock site
27. Raring to go
28. Stuff in a 
muffin
30. End early
31. Gutsy aerialist's 
request
32. Like a windbag
34. Deep sleep
35. Attractive 
refrigerator feature?
38. Beat

39. Zero, in sports 
slang
44. "Old ___," 
Disney film
46. Country singer 
Rogers
48. Davenport's kin
49. Fires
50. Mexican 
sandwich
51. One who  
raised Cain
52. Commuter's 
home, for short
53. Whip
54. Apple 
throwaway
55. Partner of void
56. In alignment
57. A portion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66
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ANSWERS

BUSY ONE
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A M O U S E S A F E B E T

S E E S S T A T
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L A H R S E A U A B E T S
A L E E O S S A A R P
M A S T S U P A S A R E A

I S I T T E N E T T E M
P R O P B E O K

S I E R R A S I T A L I C
C O E K I N D O F A R A S H
A R C S E D A N L E V E E
B E E S A K S S N E E R

scenes tour of Eclectic / 
Encore Props, New York 
City’s largest collections 
of antiques, furniture, 
and accessories for rent 
on the East Coast.
When: Friday, Dec. 29, 
from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Where: Eclectic/Encore 
Properties, 47-51 33rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $29 Early Bird 
Admission, $35 General 
Admission
Contact: www.
longislandcityqueens.
com/experience-lic/
events/exclusive-behind-
the-scenes-tour-eclectic-
props-largest-nyc-prop-
company/

Kwanzaa Celebration — 
Come out and celebrate 
Kwanzaa, shop at the 
Kwanzaa Marketplace 
where you can buy art, 
jewelry, clothing, crafts, 
and food. Enjoy a full day 
of craft workshops, live 
music, dance and spoken 
word performances.
When: Saturday, Dec. 30, 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Library, 
Long Island City
Contact: www.
queenslibrary.org/event/
kwanzaa-celebration

Pre-New Years 
Eve Concert — The 
Queensboro Symphony 
Orchestra will ring in the 
new yearin classic style 
with Greig’s delightful 
“Holberg Suite,” 
Wagner’s voluptuous 
“Siegfried Idyll,” and 
J.S. Bach’s “Heavenly 
Concerto.”
When: Saturday, Dec. 30, 
at 8 p.m.
Where: Mary’s Nativity 
Church, 46-02 Pasons 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: www.facebook.
com/Queensboro
SymphonyOrchestra

New Years Day Hike 
Light — Urban Park 
Ranger hiking guides 
will introduce you to the 
hidden gems of New York 
City. On the hike, you may 
explore nature, discover 
our city’s urban forests, 
or just unplug from the 
world to clear your head.
When: Monday, Jan. 1, 
from 1 p.m. to 2:30 pm.
Where: Rose Avenue and 
Oak Avenue in Kissena 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

antidote to America’s 
current wave of dysto-
pian fear, confusion, and 
hopelessness.” But you’ll 
have to read it to fully 
understand why.

Set in a dreary neigh-
borhood in blue-collar 
North Minneapolis, 
where girls’ dreams 
are dismissed and sup-
pressed, “Becoming 
JiJi” centers around Jill 

Frisk, an unempowered, 
down in the dumps teen, 
who ultimately finds her 
voice – both literally and 
figuratively – and be-
comes a famous singer. 
At 18, Jill feels hope-
less and depressed. She 
comes from a highly dys-
functional family and 
has to deal with an abu-
sive father and shattered 
mother. Though she’s a 
smart high school gradu-
ate who reads advanced 

chemistry books as a 
hobby, her father says no 
to college.

“It’s a great story 
about ‘ordinary’ blue-
collar Americans chang-
ing themselves from 
defeated cynics to high 
achievers,” says the au-
thor, who weighed in on 
dystopia in our society, 
as he sees it.

“The past year has 
seen a wave of fear and 
distrust sweep our coun-
try. Racism and hate 
speech have become ram-
pant. Fake news is now 

Continued from Page 31 

Becoming JiJi common enough so we 
are no longer sure who to 
trust,” he points out.

“For many of us, 
government is a distant 
group of elites that does 
not respond to or care 
about our needs and 
wishes. And psycholo-
gists are reporting vastly 
increased levels of anxi-
ety among their patients. 
The American dream 
seems to be dying.”

Jill’s attitude evolves 
as the newly empowered 
teen rises above her diffi-
cult situation and carves 
out a successful future 
for herself…with the sup-
port and inspiration of 
her beau, Joe Stern, the 
cute recreation director. 
He hires her to run a pre-
school group, then helps 
her form a teen council, 
which in turn, has an 
uplifting effect on their 
neighborhood. With his 
encouragement, a trans-
formed Jill discovers she 
has a magical singing 
voice.

JiJi will surely raise 
your spirits and inspire 
you.  “I originally wrote 
it with millennials in 
mind. But I found that 
seniors really like it, as 
well,” says Yale, who ex-
plains how JiJi would 
fit into today’s version 
of the empowered young 
woman:

“I think she’d be ap-
preciated as a pioneer 
who was looking for a 
way to use her talents, 
was able to see opportu-
nities and unafraid to 
take advantage of them, 
and was determined 
enough to turn a mentor-
ing relationship into a ro-
mantic relationship with 
two equal partners,” he 
explains. “Despite her 
abusive father, she had a 
vision of what she wants 
her own relationship to 
be like, and she wasn’t 
afraid to put down her 
foot and tell Joe, ‘Too 
bad, so sad, not fair…
Nuh-uh!’ when he did 
something she disliked.”

Yale’s empowered 
protagonist gets her first 
break when Joe, realiz-
ing she has an amazing 
voice, arranges to get her 
vocal lessons. But there 
are setbacks. When JiJi 
tries to get gigs singing in 
downtown clubs, she gets 
rebuffed. But she meets a 
famous jazz singer, who 
teaches her how to work 
with a band. And her big-
gest break happens when 
she meets Lisa, who 

represents performers. 
Lisa accepts JiJi as a cli-
ent, gets her lots of gigs, 
press coverage, a record-
ing contract; she guides 
her career and becomes 
a close friend.

Yale was born in Stat-
en Island and raised in 
Brooklyn. He attended 
graduate school in Min-
nesota and later worked 
as a recreation director 
in North Minneapolis. 
From there he moved to 
San Francisco but got 
homesick and returned 
to New York, living in 
Sunnyside and Bayside.

The author says he 
likes to write about ordi-
nary folks because “these 
are the women and men 
who make America 
great. We literally can’t 
live without their work. 
They are the people who 
drive our trucks and 
buses, grow our food, re-
pair our cars, build our 
bridges, serve us at the 
restaurant, drill for our 
oil.” 

He adds: “But they’re 
getting poorer and more 
desperate as the employ-
ment market squeezes 
them out of well-paying 
jobs. I want to be one of 
the people telling their 
stories. And they do have 
stories to tell. When you 
get to know them, they 
are actually quite ex-
traordinary.”

Sharing his thoughts 
about today’s feminist 
movement, Yale says, 
“Women are not treat-
ed well or fairly in the 
workplace. They earn 
less than men. They are 
talked down to, their 
ideas are ignored or sto-
len, they are made fun of, 
groped, propositioned, 
or worse – while they are 
trying to work and earn a 
living. I know if that hap-
pened to me, I would be 
furious. Nobody should 
be treated that way, and 
that’s why I share wom-
en’s anger.

“As a country we lose 
bigtime if we don’t en-
courage and cultivate 
all of our talent, male or 
female.”

Yale is working on a 
sequel, titled “The Real 
Paul.”  His book, “Home-
sPun Humor,” was a fi-
nalist in both the 2014 In-
die Excellence® and USA 
Best Book Awards. 

‘Becoming JiJi’ is 
available at Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble online, 
in eBook or paperback 
formats.

Continued from Page 30 

Arts
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
makes it a misdemeanor of-
fense in New York City to 
disclose, or threaten to dis-
close, intimate images of 
another person without con-
sent and with the intent to 
cause harm.

If convicted, perpetrators 
can face up to one year in 
jail, a $1,000 fine, or both.

New York is the 39th 
state, plus the District of 
Columbia, to currently have 
laws specifically targeted 
at combatting this practice. 
Neither New York state nor 
New York City had laws on 
the books to protect New 
Yorkers or hold perpetrators 
accountable before the bill 
was passed.

In December Lancman’s 

fare evasion bill passed unan-
imously in the Council.

The legislation will now 
require the NYPD to re-
port the number of arrests 
and summonses issued for 
subway fare evasion on a 
quarterly basis and break 
down the data into three 
categories: the subway sta-
tion where the enforcement 
action took place; transit bu-
reau district; and the race, 
sex and age group of the in-
dividual arrested or issued a 
TAB summons.

Lancman sponsored the 
bill in response to data from 
the state’s Division of Crimi-
nal Justice Services that 
showed that in the first six 
months of 2017, the NYPD 
made more than 30,000 stops 
for jumping a turnstile.

According to the data, 
of those who were stopped, 
three-quarters were issued a 
civil summons for violating 

the MTA rules against fare 
evasion, but during the same 
period 8,625 individuals were 
arrested for “theft of servic-
es,” a misdemeanor offense 
under state penal law.

Nearly 90 percent of those 
arrested for theft of services 
in 2017 were either black or 
Latino and Lancman said 
the data confirmed that the 
city’s prosecution of fare 
evasion as a crime dispro-
portionately affects immi-
grants and people of color.

This new legislation is 
intended to fill in the gaps 
in the current system for re-
porting fare evasion arrest 
and summons data.

Earlier this year, the 
NYPD refused to release data 
on where fare evasion ar-
rests took place and the race 
of the individuals who were 
arrested despite repeated re-
quests made by MTA board 
member David Jones.

that it needed to make sure 
that schools had a lot more 
funding,” Easton said. 

As the demand for charter 
schools increased in the bor-
ough with 6,310 students on a 
wait list in Queens, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio fought tooth and nail 
against Senate Republicans, 
mostly from upstate New 
York, to maintain control of 
city schools, which included 
keeping a cap on charters and 
not giving corporations that 
support them tax credits that 
would cost the city money 
over the summer. 

When everything was said 
and done, the mayor regained 
control of schools, which 
meant the city’s school sys-
tem did not revert back to be-
ing run by 32 different school 
districts, but charter schools 
were able to get building up-
grades and transportation 
support for its students. 

During the fall, the gover-
nor’s Excelsior Scholarship 
allowed thousands of students 
to attend CUNY and SUNY 
schools for free. 

Queens College, Queens-
borough Community College, 
LaGuardia Community Col-
lege and York College students 
make up over 2,000 of the more 
than 210,000 New Yorkers to 
receive the scholarship. 

“New York leads the nation 
in creating equal opportunity 
for all, and we will continue to 
work to ensure that access to 
a college degree is not deter-
mined by family finances, but 
rather is available to all who 
work to hard and dream big,” 
Cuomo said.

Unfortunately, Dreamers 
were left out of the chance for 
a free scholarship in order for 
Cuomo to get the CUNY and 
SUNY initiative to pass when 
the state officials voted on the 
measure in the spring. 

Dulce Hernandez, a stu-
dent at Queens College, was 
happy for CUNY, but disap-
pointed for Dreamers like her-
self who were brought to the 
United States as children by 
undocumented parents.

“I’m glad that CUNY de-
cided to do a tuition-free 
program,” Hernandez said. 
“We are at poverty level. We 
have to save up and work. It’s 
stressing.”

Fall also meant the release 
of state test scores. 

English and math students 
across the city inched toward 
higher scores in state exams, 
according to the state’s Educa-
tion Department. 

City students’ scores in-

creased by 2.6 percent to 40.6 
percent from 38 percent in 
English proficiency for 2017, 
according to the Education 
Department’s data. Students 
also increased math scores by 
1.4 percent to 37.8 percent from 
36.4 percent of those who were 
found proficient. 

Charter schools outper-
formed public schools in those 
exams. 

Charter students scored 
48.2 percent on English exams 
and 51.7 percent in math, ac-
cording to the Education De-
partment data.

Schools Chancellor Car-
men Fariña, 74, announced  
Dec. 21 at a press conference 
with the mayor that she is re-
tiring from the education sec-
tor once again and will leave 
her post as the head of the 
Department of Education and 
New York City Schools after 
returning four years ago. 

“I want to share with you 
my plans to retire (again) in 
the coming months,” Fariña 
said. “As I begin to prepare 
to step down as chancellor, I 
want to reflect on our accom-
plishments.”

As the mayor became emo-
tional thanking Fariña for 
her over 40 years of service in 
education, he noted under her 
leadership city schools had 
the highest  graduation rate, 
college readiness rate and im-
proved test scores during her 
tenure compared to the years 
prior to her becoming chan-
cellor. He also praised her 
for helping him to spearhead 
pre-K for All and 3-K for All. 

“I can say this from the bot-
tom of my heart: She will leave 
public service with her head 
held high,” de Blasio said. 

Her retirement came four 
days after she announced that 
14 struggling schools were be-
ing shut down across the city. 

The Brian Piccolo Middle 
School (MS 53) located at 10-45 
Naemoke St. in Far Rockaway 
and the Robert Vernam School 
(PS/MS 42) at 488 Beach 66th 
St. in Arverne are the two re-
newal schools in Queens on 
the chopping block, according 
to the chancellor. 

The Renewal Schools pro-
gram received $500 million to 
help turn around low-perform-
ing schools across the city, ac-
cording to the DOE.

The program has seen 
mixed results, but some of 
the successes include Au-
gust Martin High School, PS 
111, Flushing High School 
and Martin Van Buren High 
School, which have been re-
moved from the list

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

ter in 2016 and they proceeded 
to oust the two elected officials 
they said had failed to repre-
sent their communities in the 
fight. 

Holden, 66, was the only 
challenger to defeat a sitting 
Council member in the city in 
November. When the recently 
retired college professor threw 
his hat in the ring and an-
nounced his run against Crow-
ley, the longtime president of 
the Juniper Park Civic Asso-
ciation made it clear he knew 
what he was getting into.

“I don’t really like politics,” 
Holden said. “I know politics 
can be nasty and I’ll be going 
up against the Queens Demo-
cratic Machine, but I’m ready 
for their smear tactics.”

The two campaigns became 
divisive and sometimes incen-
diary almost from the start. 
Crowley’s campaign literature 
began circulating comparing 
Holden to Grandpa Simpson 
and ripping his connections 
to the Republican Party. In an 
interview with TimesLedger 
Newspapers, Holden accused 
Crowley of having a “lack of 
representation and compe-
tence,” adding “he knew he 
could do a better job then her.”

When Crowley trounced 
him in the Democratic primary 
by capturing nearly 64 percent, 
Holden remained confidant 
of his chances in November’s 
general election because of his 
cross-party relationships.

“I have so many people in 
the neighborhood who come 

up to me and tell me, ‘Bob, I’m 
a Republican and you’re the 
first Democrat I’m ever going 
to vote for,” Holden said as he 
prepared to run on three party 
lines -- Conservative, Reform 
and Dump de Blasio -- in the 
general. The calculus changed 
greatly in late September 
when the Queens GOP offered 
Holden, a registered Democrat 
for more than 44 years, their 
vacant Republican party line.

Holden accepted and as 
Crowley labeled the move a 
“bait and switch,” he explained 
he would be “crazy not to ac-
cept it.”

Knowing he had the support 
of Republicans and Conserva-
tives in Maspeth and Middle 
Village where he had served 
the community for more than 
30 years, Holden and his volun-
teers began knocking on doors 
in the neighborhoods of Glen-
dale, Ridgewood and Wood-
haven where he was something 
of an unknown entity and he 
acted less like a politician and 
more like a civic leader listen-
ing to resident concerns.

In late October he present-
ed a blueprint he helped draft 
with the Reform Party on how 
to solve the homeless crisis and 
he began hammering Crowley 
for supporting the plan to close 
Rikers Island and replace it 
with community jails.

It worked and now Holden 
is gearing up for his next ca-
reer, racing to put together a 
staff and find the right office 
space. He took a break from 
that to take his oath of office 
last Friday from City Clerk 
Mike McSweeney, an old 
friend from Woodside.

“It’s official. I even paid 

the $9 fee,” Holden said. “I 
gave Mike a $10 and he gave 
me back a dollar. We’re go-
ing to frame that. You know, 
I thought the election was a 
whirlwind, the last few weeks 
have been even more hectic. 
You get tired but energized at 
the same time, and yes I’m ex-
cited about what’s ahead.”

He is becoming aware that 
being an elected representa-
tive of a Council district is 
a different level than civic 
leader.

“As a civic, I only cared 
about the community, but now 
I’m getting a sense of the poli-
tics involved,” Holden said. 
“I didn’t know part of the job 
is being in a fishbowl. I can’t 
go out dressed like a bum 
anymore, no jeans and sneak-
ers. Now I have to wear ties. I 
didn’t know how much every-
thing changes.”

 Last week he even had a 
conversation with Mayor de 
Blasio.

“It was very good. The 
mayor called me and congrat-
ulated my on my victory and I 
congratulated him on his vic-
tory and joked that mine was 
a little closer than his,” Hold-
en said. “He said that he has 
worked well with Republicans 
in the past and I explained I’m 
not really a Republican, it’s 
more complex than that. He 
said I like your tone and let’s 
turn the page and find com-
mon goals.”

Holden was also invited to 
meet de Blasio at Gracie Man-
sion in January. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Elections
Continued from Page 1 
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Continued from Page 1 
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SPORTSA YEAR 
IN REVIEW
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BY ZACH GEWELB

Sports have always been a 
big part of Queens and 2017 has 
been no different. From tennis 
to baseball to some hoops, there 
have been plenty of big stories 
throughout the year. 

Let’s take a trip down mem-
ory lane and revisit some of the 
top stories of the year.

Monsignor McClancy duo 

selected in MLB Draft

Two members of the Monsi-
gnor McClancy baseball team 
took a big step toward reaching 
their dreams. 

Crusaders standouts Quen-
tin Holmes and Charlie Neu-
weiler both heard their names 
called in this year’s MLB Draft 
in June as both were selected in 
the second and fifth rounds by 
the Cleveland Indians and Kan-
sas City Royals, respectively.

It was a historic moment for 
the program. Holmes became 
the earliest New York City selec-
tion in over two decades on the 
first day of the draft Monday 
night. Neuweiler’s phone call 
Tuesday put a cap on a season 
that was nothing short of domi-
nant for the duo.

“It was just utter excite-
ment,” Holmes said after the 
draft. “I couldn’t think of who to 
thank first. I had my close fam-
ily and friends there with me 
and the first thing I could do is 
just jump for joy.”

Neuweiler was just as 
thrilled.

“We [were] going to have my 
family come over afterwards, 
just because I wasn’t sure how 
crazy it was going to get,” Neu-
weiler said. “I wasn’t really sure 
where I was going to end up. 
I’m not the guy who was going 
to be upset if I didn’t get picked 
today, but I didn’t want to have 
people over and have them feel 
like that. I just kind of wanted to 
wait for it to happen.”

It was a whirlwind of a spring 
for both Neuweiler and Holmes, 
who drew a small army of Major 
League scouts every time they 
suited up for the Crusaders.

On a related note...

McClancy outfielder ready 

for next step, signs with 

Cleveland Indians

Holmes made his pro-baseball 
decision rather quickly when he 
officially signed a contract with 
the Cleveland Indians.

He was quick to point out af-
ter the draft that he wasn’t sure 
whether or not he wanted to sign 
— he had committed to play col-
lege ball before his junior year 
— but also admitted the phone 
call from the Indians left him 
with a lot to consider.

Holmes’ straight-line speed 
was the highest of any prospect 
— high school or otherwise — 
and his ability to track down fly 
balls in the outfield or steal a 
base was unparalleled.

The  highest New York City 
draft pick in over two decades, 
Holmes pairs his speed with 
a strong bat — he hit .411 with 
seven home runs and 33 RBI 
this year.

Holmes reported to the Sin-
gle-A Arizona league, the first 
step in a career he hopes is suc-
cessful. He saw a familiar face 
in that league in Neuweiler, who 
signed with the Royals after be-
ing selected in the fifth round.

“It’s definitely crazy and it’s 
amazing that we were both able 
to do something like that,” Hol-
mes said. “It makes me really 
happy that Charlie was able to 
get drafted in that spot as well. It 
just shows how good a program 
McClancy is.”

Terriers back on top: St. 

Francis Prep tennis captures 

city title

The St. Francis boys’ ten-
nis team defeated Iona Prep 
to clinch the program’s first 
CHSAA city championship in 
the last five seasons.

It’s the 10th time the Terri-
ers have wrapped up the season 
with a title, but after a few years 
falling short, this one felt par-
ticularly special.

“We hadn’t won for five years 
and for us that was a long time,” 
Prep coach John Brennan said. 
“I was obviously very happy to 
win this. You have to have some 
players and you have to have 
the commitment. I’d always like 
more commitment and players, 
but we had just enough this sea-
son.”

Action: Cardozo’s Naclerio 

ready for his closeup

Ron Naclerio’s resumé is 
packed with games and victo-
ries and history. It now also in-
cludes something he never quite 
expected – an acting career.

The longtime Cardozo High 
School basketball coach made 
his on-air debut earlier this 
month, appearing in a NY Lot-
tery commercial and an April 13 
spot on the CBS drama “Bull.” 
Naclerio didn’t quite plan on 
having an acting career, but he’s 
already anxious to book a few 
more gigs. After all, he’s still got 
some space on that resumé.

“I got a phone call saying 
they liked the stuff I did,” Na-
clerio said of his stint on The 
Cash Court commercial. “It was 
great.”

Naclerio’s transition to TV 
started because of his basket-
ball ties at ‘Dozo. One of his 
former players, Ryan Williams, 
has built a career as a basketball 

body double, working with Slam 
Dunk Bookings, LLC, and play-
ing hoops or doing stunts when 
TV shows and movies need a bit 
of an athletic spark.

Williams spoke to his boss, 
Susan Torres, about the pos-
sibility of using Naclerio when 
bookings needed a coach. It it 
only took a few phone calls for 
Torres to realize he was the per-
fect man for the job.

“[Ryan] said, ‘I think you 
should maybe check out my 
coach from high school’,” said 
Torres, who owns Slam Dunk 
Bookings. “I called him, we 
talked a little bit, and I said ‘OK, 
you do have a personality and 
maybe I could start using you 
for print work, commercials, 
TV and film.’ ”

Those few phone conversa-
tions became a brand-new job, 
and Naclerio quickly found 
himself standing on an outdoor 
basketball court in Manhattan 
with money raining down on 
him.

Stanners sophomore sparks 

squad in Brooklyn-Queens 

title game

The top-seeded Archbishop 
Molloy boys’ hoops team cruised 
to an 80-67 victory over Bishop 
Loughlin in the BQCHSAA 
boys’ basketball championship 
game at the end of February.

Sophomore guard Cole An-
thony finished with a game-
high 32 points as he controlled 
the tempo from the opening tip.

“I was feeling pretty good 

during the game, I had my 
adrenaline pumping and ev-
erything just clicked,” Anthony 
said after the game.

The Stanners took a 10-point 
lead into the break and never felt 
particularly challenged against 
Loughlin. 

Molloy led by as many as 19 
points in the fourth quarter and 
cruised to victory. 

Dreaming big: Bowne star 

makes PSAL history on 

wrestling mat

It was quite a season on the 
mats for John Bowne senior 
Brandon Nunez.

The 99-pound standout be-
came the first PSAL wrestler to 
clinch a Division-I state champi-
onship, winning a 5-3 decision 
at the Times Union Center in 
Albany in March.

Nunez’s road to the state 
championship was far from 
easy. In fact, when he first ar-
rived at Bowne, he often found 
himself practicing by himself 
– simply because there was no 
one else his size on the team.

“When I first started on the 
team, the lowest guy that was 
there was like 180 pounds,” 
Nunez said. “So I wasn’t practic-
ing with anyone my weight or 
anything. I just had to catch on 
quick.”

Despite his less-than-tradi-
tional start, Nunez saw success 
immediately, placing fourth in 
New York City as a freshman. 
He earned a state championship 
berth as a sophomore and fin-
ished sixth upstate as a junior.

Still, he was far from satis-
fied. Nunez wanted a title and 
in his final season on the mat, it 
was championship or bust.

“It was all about having that 
gut check feeling,” he said. “I 
knew I placed sixth and I want-
ed to do even better this year. I 
knew I could place, but I was al-
ways gunning for first”

Nunez dominated through-
out his senior year – taking a 
title at the Eastern States com-
petition and compiling a per-
fect record during the regular 
season – and he couldn’t have 
asked for a better end to his high 
school career than his champi-
onship match.

There were several other big 
sports stories in Queens, but 
these were the best of the best. 
Now, we prepare to head to 2018, 
which promises to deliver more 
big moments.

Top sports stories in boro this year
McClancy standouts selected in MLB Draft, Bowne wrestling star clinches championship

The Archbishop Molloy boys basketball team celebrates after defeating Bishop Loughlin to clinch the BQCHSAA 
championship. Photo by Laura Amato
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Mets extend Alderson, bring back Minaya

Mets fans who have been 
dreaming about the end of 
Sandy Alderson’s tenure as 
the team’s general manager 
have to keep dreaming, as the 
club announced it has signed 
him to an extension last week. 

Terms of the extension 
have yet to be revealed, but 
the extension comes as a bit 
of a surprise considering 
Alderson, 70, led the Mets to 
a 70-92 record in 2017, their 
worst mark since 2009. Add 
the fact that Alderson is get-
ting up there in age and it’s 
easy to see why Mets fans 
may be upset about the move. 
But, as Alderson said in a 
team statement, he still has 
plenty of work to do. 

“I feel that we have some 
unfinished business,” Al-
derson said in a statement. 
“Spring training is around 
the corner and our quest to 

return to the postseason will 
continue.”

Adding more fuel to the 
fire, the team announced it 
would be bringing back for-
mer General Manager Omar 
Minaya — who held the posi-
tion before Alderson — as a 
special assistant to Alderson. 
Minaya’s clubs compiled a 577-
557 record and his 2006 squad 
won 97 games and was one win 
away from earning a trip to 
the World Series. 

Minaya’s tenure was decid-
edly average. He constructed 
good teams, but players he 
brought in via free agency 
or trades generally under 
performed. Nevertheless, he 
joins Alderson as the club at-
tempts to bounce back from 
a dismal, injury-riddled 2017 
campaign.

“Omar has a long history 
with the Mets,” Alderson said 

in a team statement. “He has 
served the club well in many 
different areas. Omar will be 
a resource on scouting and 
player development, will con-
sult on player acquisitions 
and will serve as a commu-
nity ambassador. We are very 
happy to have him back in the 
organization.”

The decision to bring Al-
derson back is not as crazy 
as it seems. While he’s led the 

Mets to just two winning sea-
son in his tenure, he just hired 
a new manager. Had there 
been any doubt regarding Al-
derson’s future, he would not 
have been the man to make 
the decision to bring Mickey 
Callaway in from Cleveland.

This is Alderson’s show, 
for better or worse. Much of 
his tenure has been defined 
by payroll limitations and 
injuries to his star players, 
so the lack of success can’t be 
placed solely on him. Armed 
with a new training staff, 
there is an expectation for a 
healthier 2018 campaign in 
which the Mets will see full 
seasons from Yoenis Ces-

pedes and Noah Syndergaard, 
among others.

If their star  players can 
remain healthy, the Mets have 
a real chance to compete for 
a playoff spot. But Alderson 
is responsible for giving the 
team enough depth in case an-
other barrage of injuries hits 
the club, something he failed 
to do last year.

Whether Mets fans like it 
or not, Alderson is the man 
for the job and will see things 
through for the time being.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Zach 
Gewelb

Sandy Alderson, seen here at 
the Winter Meetings in Orlando 
last month, has some unfinished 
business in Queens. AP
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CARIBBEAN LIFE 
IS LOOKING FOR 
DYNAMIC MEDIA 
SALESPEOPLE

BE A PART OF OUR SUCCESS
Caribbean Life, New York’s largest newspaper reaching the Caribbean 

Diaspora for more than 25 years, is looking for experienced salespeople 
to sell print, digital, and sponsorship advertising.

The position requires a motivated outside sales representative to develop new business 
through in-person sales calls, and to grow revenue by exceeding customer expectations.

Caribbean Life is part of Community News Group (CNG) which reaches 
over a million readers weekly with its 20+ newspapers.  

In addition CNG has digital products, magazines, and local events.

Please send your resume and cover letter to rdonofrio@cnglocal.com
or call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510. 

 communication skills

 profi ciency

 required

 Expenses, Paid vacation

Requirements & Qualifi cations

Community News Group is an EOE.
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231-35 MERRICK BLVD
LAURELTON, NY 11413

ON-SITE PARKING!
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WestburyToyota.com

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

WestburyToyota.com

WESTBURY

TOYOTA

WHY

CHOOSE

     We at Westbury Toyota believe in
SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY. 
We are partnered with:
 • General Needs to help homeless 
    veterans on Long Island
 • Annual Street Wheelz Car Show
    to raise Breast Cancer Awareness
 • Island Harvest to feed local families in need
 • Ronald McDonald House to provide housing  
    and care for families with children
    battling cancer
 • Toys for Tots to contribute to less fortunate
    children and enable them to experience
    the joy of Christmas
 • And many more!

     We at Westbury Toyota understand that
LOYALTY IS EARNED, so we created 
“The Best Way” rewards program just for you. Every 
time you service with us or direct a friend, family mem-
ber or coworker to us who buys a car, you are rewarded
with down payment points toward your next vehicle
purchase at Westbury Toyota, local merchant savings 
and much more!
 
     We at Westbury Toyota 
do not make empty promises. We promise to 
TREAT YOU WITH RESPECT, just as we would 
a member of our own family. We promise to provide the 
information required to make an informed decision.
We promise to always offer a fair deal.

     We at Westbury Toyota invite you to visit us and
see why “The Best Way” is the only way to buy and 
service your vehicle. We assure you that the trip will be 
informative and WORTH YOUR TIME!
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_12-29-17

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

wishing
you a 2018

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Sale
Dates

Dec
Fri.

29
Sat.

30
Dec

Sun.

31
Dec

Mon.

1
Jan

Tues

2
Jan

Wed

3
Jan

Thurs.

4
Jan

New Year’s Party Headquarters!

7.6-11 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Toppers & Sliders)

3/$10

(( ppp )

T.G.I. Friday’s
Appetizers

Wise
Snacks
WWWWWiWiWise

4.5-7 Oz Bag ... Assorted
Popcorn, Cheez Doodles or 
Regular Potato Chips
(Excludes: Kettle Classics)

$188

Hebrew National
Franks
In A Blanket

HeH brb ew N
18.4 Oz Pkg

$1299

2/$5
2/$5
With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

7-13 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Nabisco
Chips Ahoy!
Cookies

Martinelli’s
Sparkling
Cider

25.4 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

$299

4/$4
With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. 
Limit 1 Offer. Must Buy 4. 
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Pepsi or
Mist Twst
2 Liter

PPPPP i
67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
Lipton, Mug, Mtn. Dew,

Coke or 
Sprite
12 Pack

3/$12

CCCCC kk

96 Fl Oz Pkg 12 Oz  ... Assorted Varieties 8 Pack or
144 Fl Oz Pkg 12 Oz ... Assorted Barq’s, Dr. Pepper, 
Fresca, Fanta, Seagram’s, Tab, Mello Yello, 
(Excludes: Minute Maid & Fuze)

MIX &
MATCH!

MIX &
MATCH!

MIX &
MATCH!

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3. 
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

3/$10

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Nestle
Pure Life
Water
24 Pack

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

18 4 O Pk

5/$10With Mail In Rebate.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

With Mail In Rebate.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

With M iiil Il Il I R b t

$899$1199

216 Fl Oz Pkg 
12 Oz Assorted Beer12 Oz Assorted Beer

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Coors or Miller
18 Pack

YOUR
CHOICE!

$13.99
- $5.00

$8.99

Original Price

Mail In Rebate

Final Price
After Rebate

2
11

BB
B
C
1

$13.99
- $2.00

$11.99

Original Price

Mail In Rebate

Final Price
After Rebate

Hot Pockets
Sandwiches

9 Oz Box
Assorted Lean or

144 Fl Oz Pkg 
12 Oz Extra or Lightg

Corona
12 Pack

Celeste
Pizza
For One

CC ll t

4.4-6.65 Oz Box
Cheesy Garlic Breadsticks or
Assorted

5/$555555 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.  

Must Buy 5.

$599

3/$5

2/$5

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

14.5-24 Oz Jar
Assorted

Wesson
Oil

Prego
Pasta
Sauce

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

(Excludes: Healthy Harvest, Garden Delight,
Smart Taste & Gluten Free)

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.

With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

( l d H l h H

5/$5

Ronzoni
Pasta

16 Oz Box  ... Thin Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Elbows, 
Ziti, Ziti Rigati, Penne Rigate, Rotini, Rigatoni or 
Medium Shells 

$899

15 Roll Pack

Key Food
Paper
Towels

37-40 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Tide
Simply
Detergent

Brawny
Paper 
Towels

$699

BBBB
6 Large White Rolls: 
Pick A Size or Full Sheet 

Ajax
Laundry
Detergent

AjAj

20 Ct Pkg Fresh Linen Toss-Ins or
50 Fl Oz Btl Regular or With Bleach or 
60 Fl Oz Btl 39 Loads With Bleach 

$299

4/$5
With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 4.

18.5-19 Oz Can
Assorted

Progresso
Rich & Hearty
Soup

9-13 Oz Bag 
Assorted

15.5 Oz Jar 
Assorted

AssAs ortede

Tostitos
Tortilla Chips 
or
Assorted

Salsa

$599

Quilted Northern
Bath Tissue

$699

6 Mega Roll Pack: 
Ultra Soft & Strong or
Ultra Plush

8 Roll Pack
White

6 Roll Pack
Choose A Size White

Scott
Bath Tissue or

Scott
Paper
Towels YOUR

CHOICE!

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Fresh ... Whole or
Bone-In ... Country Style

Boneless

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

Pork
Spareribs

$199lb. Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

$299lb.
$199lb.More

Bone-In
Shank Portion

Grade A Fresh

Cook’s
Smoked
Ham

Perdue
Chicken
Quartered 
Legs

99¢lb.

Yellow or White

Key Food 
American

$499lb. Sliced To Order

$799

20 Lb Bag
Long Grain White or Parboiled

Carolina
Rice

DiGiorno
12 Inch
Pizza

18.7-31.5 Oz Box
Assorted

$599

2/$6

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream
TT k Hill
48 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: All Natural & Gelato)

3/$5

11.7-13.7 Oz Box ... Assorted

9-13.8 Oz Box ... Assorted

11.11.1.7 13.73.7 Oz O  Box ... Ass

Keebler
Club
Crackers or

Town House
Crackers

With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3.

3/$9 With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3. 

19.8 Oz Pkg 
Assorted

17.4 Oz Pkg 
Supreme or Queso

$

Stuffed
Nachos

AssortedA

Totino’s
Pizza
Rolls or

$599lb.

Fresh ... Whole
Bone-In ... Pernil

Pork
Shoulder

99¢lb. 69¢lb.

10.5-14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Nathan’s
Beef
Franks

$399

5/$10

4.4-10.5 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Smart Ones
Full Line
Sale!

(Excludes: Samuel Adams Rebel Rouser IPA)
With Mail In Rebate.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$799
YOUR

CHOICE!

C
S
1

CCCCCCC

9
1
F
(E(E

   $9.99
- $2.00

$7.99

Original Price

Mail In Rebate

Final Price
After Rebate

72 Fl Oz Pkg 
12 Oz Assorted

Samuel Adams
or Brooklyn
6 Pack

Libby’s
Corned
Beef

12 Oz Can
Regular, Hot Chili or Onion

$399

Canada Dry or
Schweppes
Mixers
1 Liter

CC d
33.8 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

1 LiLiLiteer
4/$5 Plus Deposit

Where
Applicable.

Chef Boyardee
Microwave
Meals

ChCh ff B
7.25-7.5 Oz Cont
Assorted

10/$10

Chicken
Tenders

Chicken
Wings or
Assorted ... Breaded

Store Prepared
Assorted

YOUR 
CHOICE!

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Arizona
Iced Tea
Gallon

AA ii
128 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Drinks or

2/$5

Carr’s
Crackers
CCC ’’
4.25-7 Oz Box
Assorted

2/$5

BelGioioso
Mozzarella
Balls

8 Oz Pkg ... Sliced Logs or
Regular or Smoked

2/$6

Store Cut ... Aged 9 Months
Yellow or White

Imported ... Aged 24 Months

Imported ... Aged 6 Months

New York State
Sharp
Cheddar

mppppppported ... AgedI

mporttttttt ddded AgedI

� Parmigiano
  Reggiano
mpppppported ... Agggged I

� Santa Marta
  Manchego

ttt d A d 2I

� Belletoile
  Triple Crème
  Brie

$399lb. Sold By The Piece

g

$999lb. Sold By The Piece

$699lb.

Sabra
Hummus
S b
10 Oz Cont
Assorted

2/$5

Boar’s Head
Deluxe
Ham

$799lb. Sliced To Order

Off  The Bone

Kretschmar
Oven Roasted
Turkey

$699lb. Sliced To Order

Stacy’s 
Pita Chips 
or
Thins

St ’
6.75-7.33 Oz Bag
Assorted

2/$6

Y

K
A

Boar’s Head
EverRoast
Chicken
Breast &
Muenster
Cheese

$699lb.
Sliced To Order
½ lb Of  Each

YOUR 
CHOICE!

COMBO
SALE!

Holiday
Pies

22-24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Sweet Potato, Coconut Custard, 
Apple Crumb or No Sugar Added 
or Regular: Pumpkin or Apple

$399

Maple
Glazed
Donuts

24 Oz Pkg ... 12 Count
Jumbo

2/$5

4
A

S
F
S

Pompeian
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

PP i
68 Fl Oz Btl

$9999 With Club Card.
Limit 1 Offer.  

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

1
A

P
R
S

Cento
Tomatoes
C t

28 Oz Can
Crushed, Plum or Puree

4/$5 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.  

Must Buy 4.

Buy 3 Nestle Pure Life
24 or 28 Packs & 
Receive 1 Nestea
Iced Tea 6 Pack

For FREE!
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

11 Oz Cont/Dry Pint ... Fresh

6 Oz Cont ... Fresh

$299

y

Blueberries or
6 O6 Oz Cont ... Freshh

$ 99
Raspberries

Fresh
Blackberries

3/$5

6 Oz Cont

Dip & Devour
Fruit 
Dips

2/$5

Di & D
6 Oz Cont
Assorted

$299

4 Lb Bag
California

Navel
Oranges

Mini
Watermelons
MiMiMi iii
Red Ripe
Seedless

$49944444444444444444444ea.

lb.b.lb

$199

Washington State
Large ... Extra Fancyyg

Honeycrisp
Apples

Green
Cabbage
GG
Leafy

39¢99999999999¢lb.

Dole
SaladsSaSaSaSaSaSaSaSaaaalalaadsdsds

4/$5
24

MIX &
MATCH!

D ll

8-14 Oz Bag
Garden or Classic, Creamy or 

Angel Hair Coleslaw or
Shredded: Lettuce, Carrots or Red Cabbage

Marie’s
Salad
Dressing

11.5-12 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

$299

FreshFreshsh

Broccoli
Crowns

lb.lb.99¢
Fresh
Cherries

$399lb.

Golden 
Pineapples

$199ea.

Fresh

Collard
Greens

lb.lb.49¢

6 O C t

Sicilia
Lemon
Juice

SiSiSiiiSi ii ili
4 Fl Oz Cont ... Lemon Basil or
Regular or Organic: Lime or

99¢
Eat Smart
Vegetable
Tray

E t SS
22 Oz Pkg
With Dip

2/$10

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... T-Bone, Shell or,

Porterhouse 
Steaks

YOUR
CHOICE!

Family Pack

Family Pack

Family Pack
3 Lbs or Morel

1
A

N
B
F

12 Oz Pkg ... Baked: Homestyle or 
Italian Breast Cutlets or Whole Grain:
Baked Breast Strips or Nuggets or
Fully Cooked: Breast Cutlets, Spicy 
Cutlets, Popcorn Bites, Original Breast 
Strips or Dino Shape, With Cheese or 
OriginalOrigOr inala

Perdue
Chicken 
Breast
Nuggets

$199

Center Cut
Pork
Loin

CC t Ct C t

Sold As Roast Only
Whole ... Boneless

$199$$$$$$$$11111111lb.

Teresa’s
Italian
Sausage

T ’
No Added Preservatives
Hot or Sweet ... Pure Pork

$299$$$$$$$$222222lb.

12-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Hormel
Bacon

$399

3
A

T
S
D

L

Solo
Jack Frost
Party
Cups

S l

100 Count Pkg
16 Oz 

$499 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.  
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


