
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Community leaders in Queens 
and environmentalists were shocked 
last month when Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) chose 

not to support Intro 495-C, there-
fore killing the waste equity bill he 
co-sponsored in 2014. The bill could 
have helped to reduce the garbage 
stations in low-income neighbor-
hoods in southeast Queens, north 

Brooklyn and the South Bronx.
The purpose of the bill, which 

was rooted in the 2006 Solid Waste 
Management Plan, was to help 
southeast Queens and other com-
munities overburdened with 75 per-

cent of New York City’s trash with 
caps on the number of refuse sent 
to them, according to the Depart-
ment of Sanitation. The bill would 
have cut traffic and pollution and 
improved air quality while com-
mercial Marine Transfer Stations 
were created.

The city’s SWMP would have 
switched garbage transfer from 
long-haul trucking to marine and 
rail transfer, according to www.
waste360.com. 

Waste360.com, a site that follows 
trends in solid waste, stated truck 
travel would have went down by 60 
miles and greenhouse gas emissions 
would be reduced 34,000 tons.  

Rev. Andrew Wilkes of the 
Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral in 
Jamaica was displeased by Miller’s 
decision. 

“We are troubled that Council 
member Miller went from cham-
pioning waste equity at our Toxic 
Tour and Pray-In last February to 
walking away from Intro 495-C in a 
backroom discussion,” Wilkes said.

Over 11 months ago Miller, Wil-
kes, residents and sanitation work-
ers of the Royal Waste dump on 173rd 
Street and Liberty Ave., toured the 
facility that is directly near a park 

Your Neighborhood — Your News®Jan. 7, 2018

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 11

A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 2 A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 2 • Vol. 7. No. 1 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COMA CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 2 A CNG Publication Vol. 7 No. 1 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (c.) helps a youngster — chosen to play Joseph for the night — choose a toy from a gift table at 
the Three Kings Day celebration at the Queens Library branch in Corona.  Photo by Michael Shain 

THREE KINGS DAY IN CORONA

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Ahead of his State of the 
State address Wednesday, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo previewed his 
five-step plan to combat hunger 
for food insecure students from 
kindergarten through college. 
Cuomo’s announcement could 
not have come at a better time 
for Queens’ children.

Throughout Queens, there 
are 63,798 children who were in 
food insecure homes from 2014 
to 2016, according to statistics 
reported by the non-profit Hun-
ger Free America. That is about 
10.3 percent of the borough’s 
youngsters.

Hunger Free America, 
which does research, advocacy 
and policy work to combat hun-
ger, said in a 2017 Survey of 
NYC Foods Pantries & Soups 
Kitchens that if President Don-
ald Trump goes through with 
his tax plan to slash $192 bil-
lion from the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, 
the city’s food bank that helps 
the hungry, food deprivation 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

College Point residents are concerned about a po-
tential new hotel. 

State Sen Tony Avella (D-Bayside) has written 
a letter to city Department of Buildings Commis-
sioner Rick Chandler after College Point residents 

College Pt. residents  
oppose potential hotel 

BY MARK HALLUM

A Queens native is 
bringing his filmmaking 
skills to the table to cre-
ate a fan fiction addition 
to the Indiana Jones saga, 
a narrative that will take 
place in Alley Pond Park 

and revolve around the 
Queens Giant as the tree 
of life.

The Queens Giant, a 
133-foot, 400-year-old tulip 
poplar, is “the oldest living 
thing in the city,” the city 
Parks Department says. It 
was likely just a seedling 

when the Dutch East India 
Company was conducting 
business in the area. 

John Galligan, the 
film’s producer, director 
and lead fedora-wearing 
actor, hopes to have “Indi-
ana Jones and the Secret 
of the Queens Giant” in 

Queens filmmaker John Galligan takes up 
Harrison Ford’s role as Indiana Jones in a 
fan fiction installment of the saga. 

Photo courtesy of John Galligan

Guv unveils 
plan to end 

food shaming

Waste equity bill offi cially dead 
Miller withdraws support from environmental legislation he co-sponsored in 2014

Continued on Page 5Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 5 Continued on Page 8

Indiana Jones fan fl ick fi lms in Qns
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Maloney critiques Plaxall’s plan for Anable Basin
BY BILL PARRY

The public will have an-
other two weeks to submit 
written comments on Long 
Island City-based Plaxall’s 
Anable Basin rezoning pro-
posal after the Department 
of City Planning extended 
the original deadline. The 
agency will accept com-
ments on the plan to develop 
15 acres along the East River 
waterfront until the close of 
business Jan. 19. 

A rezoning is necessary 
to allow for higher residen-
tial and commercial density 
than is currently permitted 
by the city. 

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) reviewed the 
draft scope of work proposed 
by Plaxall that within 15 
years would bring a 65-story 
tower; 5,000 residential units 
spread out over eight build-
ings, with 25 percent set 
aside for affordable housing; 
manufacturing and office 
space; and an esplanade to 
make Anable Basin acces-
sible to the public.

“Anable Basin is cur-

rently a gloomy industrial 
area with limited roads, 
limited access, sparse pub-
lic transportation and very 
little retail,” Maloney said. 
“We have seen the success 
of Queens West and Hunt-
ers Point South in Long Is-
land City and in Northern 
Brooklyn. And it is time for 
that trend to reach Anable 
Basin — an extraordinary 
area with magnificent views 
of Manhattan and the East 
River. This rezoning has the 
potential to create another 
great neighborhood, if it is 
done right.”

While Maloney is pleased 
that Plaxall is proposing 
to give the city a lot at 11th 
Street and 47th Avenue for 
a 728-seat, five-story school, 
the model provided appears 
to have no outdoor play-
ground space. 

“The school is not yet 
designed,” Plaxall spokes-
man James Yolles said. “It’s 
certainly possible that the 
school could include out-
door space. The city would 
both determine what type 
of school it is and design the 

school.”
Maloney is also pleased 

to see the retail component 
of the plan.

“Neighborhoods need ba-
sic things like grocery stores, 
barbers, convenience stores, 
shoe repair stores, dry clean-
ers, restaurants and other 
important providers,” Malo-
ney said. “Retail uses ensure 
that the streets become lively 
and that people have reasons 
to come to the area.”

Maloney is worried, how-
ever, about logistics.

“Street access to Anable 
Basin is inconsistent,” she 
said. “It is striking to see that 
no thought is being given to 
mapping additional streets 
to connect the street grid in 
this new neighborhood. That 
needs to be remedied.”

Yolles said Anable Basin 
has been inaccessible to the 
public for its 150-year his-
tory.

“Our plan revolves 
around opening up the Basin 
to the public -- via a new bi-
level esplanade that wraps 

around it, and six public 
pedestrian lanes that will 
provide connections to the 
Basin from the north, south 
and east,” he said. “Connec-
tivity and public access real-
ly lie at the heart of our plan 
for a cohesive district.”

 Maloney is worried about 
accessible transit.

“I am concerned that 
there is insufficient plan-
ning for the transportation 
and infrastructure needs of 
this new community. The 
subways closest to Anable 
Basin are a considerable 
distance away and are al-
ready overburdened,” she 
said. “The 7 and E trains are 
among the most overcrowd-
ed in the city.”

Yolles said the new NYC 
Ferry stop on the Astoria 
line is located at the south-
ern edge of the Basin and 
will provide a “convenient 
transit option for all those 
living and working around 
the new Anable Basin.”

Maloney likes that the 
rezoning plan includes an in-
centive for arts and cultural 
uses as well as 135,000 square 

feet of open space and that 
the development could be a 
“great complement” to Long 
Island City’s existing supply 
of commercial office space to 
cater to startups from future 
graduates from Cornell Tech 
on Roosevelt Island. But she 
did have a warning for Plax-
all.

“During Superstorm 
Sandy, all of Anable Basin 
was flooded,” she said. “The 
city’s inundation maps show 
flooding all the way to 11th 
Street and in some areas 
even farther east. Vernon 
Boulevard was under water 
from just before 43rd Road all 
the way south to 46th Road. 
Clearly any construction at 
Anable Basin must take into 
account the area’s propensity 
to flood. Better drainage and 
more resiliency are critical 
to making this development 
a success.”

Plaxall is well aware of 
the flooding that occurred 
during Sandy. The company 
offices are on 46th Avenue 
just off Vernon Boulevard.

“By raising the espla-
nade, our project will pro-

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Windsor Oaks co-op has 

backed down after recently 
attempting to remove a cat 
colony from their shelters 
on a wooded variance in the 
Oakland Gardens commu-
nity.

Camille Dimasi has lived 
in the co-op for 22 years 
and said Windsor Oaks’ co-
op board was retaliating 
against the cats because resi-
dents had risen up against 
the board’s plan to level the 
100-foot-wide wooded vari-
ance in exchange for a club-
house, pool and 98 additional 
parking spaces.

A BSA hearing, however, 
put an end to plans by the co-
op board to develop the land 
when it upheld the variance 
from the 1950s and required 
the co-op board to tidy up 
the woodland, which had 
become littered over time. It 
was not long before Dimasi 

noticed the cats being evict-
ed from their shelters.

 Dimasi said the now 
ousted co-op president, Ron-
ald Kaye, dismantled the cat 
homes. “He was throwing 
them right out of their shel-
ters and smashing them,” 
she said.

Without the shelters, the 
cats would freeze, Dimasi 
claimed.

Dimasi said the colony 
started about 15 years ago 
when Windsor Park evicted 
a family with a woman who 
owned up to 50 cats. Di-
masi began caring for the 
displaced felines by catch-
ing, spaying and neutering 
them. Shelters went up to 
keep them warm and today 
there are about 25 cats on the 
grounds.

According to the New 
York Post, the co-op board’s 
lawyer, Eric Goidel said the 
destruction of the cat shel-
ters occurred because of a 

misunderstood order from 
the BSA demanding the vari-
ance be cleaned up.

This order did not apply to 
the cat shelters, the BSA told 
the Post. The TimesLedger 
was unable to independently 
confirm the BSA order.

The cat colony is under 
protection from the Mayor’s 
Alliance for NYC Animals 
and they are exempt from re-
moval. Dimasi said the cats 
keep the rodent population 
under control in the co-op.

Dimasi claimed Kaye had 
been re-elected as co-op pres-
ident time after time because 
of a shareholder who owned 
up to 400 units and voted for 
Kaye just as many times.

It was not until sharehold-
ers had demanded transpar-
ency in the votes, requiring 
the assistance of a lawyer, 
that Kaye was removed from 
the position in December, Di-
masi said.

Kaye could not be reached 

for comment, nor could the 
current co-op management, 
but the differences between 
residents and the former 
president go back years.

In 2011, the Tenant’s Cor-
poration had secured a loan 
to build the 5,000-square-foot 
clubhouse which was refi-
nanced four years in a row 
without construction mov-
ing forward.

The land where the vari-
ance is in place is between 
Bell Boulevard and Spring-
field Boulevard and as many 
as 15 homes border the vari-
ance.

A Community Board 11 
meeting in 2015 heard strong 
resident opposition to the 
plan to clear the woodland 
and the co-op’s application 
through CB 11 to amend the 
variance was shot down. The 
advisory board had previ-
ously struck down the pro-
posal to develop the land. 

Kaye argued in 2015 that 

opposition to developing the 
wooded area would have tak-
en place at any geographic 
location and the Windsor 
Oaks variance was in no way 
special.

“The objection here is 
simple: ‘not in my back-
yard.’ But as far as residents 
of Windsor Oaks are con-
cerned, that land belongs to 
all shareholde rs,” Kaye said 
at the time, according to a 
story in the Bayside Times. 
“If this project was proposed 
for another property, we 
would have had an entirely 
different group of residents 
expressing ‘not in my back-
yard.’ It isn’t a good enough 
reason not to have this proj-
ect go forward.”

Steve Behar, legislative 
council to Councilman Bar-
ry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens), told the Bayside 
Times in December 2016 
the co-op was not giving up 
its resolve to level the trees 

standing between the resi-
dents and their future ame-
nities.

“Over the years, they’ve 
cut down the trees, which 
they weren’t supposed to be 
doing under the variance, 
and now they’re asking the 
BSA to eliminate the vari-
ance,” Behar said. “This 
is a buffer between the co-
operative and the homes. 
These people are up in arms 
because they bought their 
homes knowing that there 
was a variance, that they 
would be protected from this 
big co-op. We’ve also received 
a lot of complaints from peo-
ple who live in the co-op, but 
don’t want this either.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney reviews some of the positives and 
negative aspects of Plaxall’s Anable Basin Rezoning propos-
al to develop 15 acres on Long Island City waterfront. 

Courtesy WXY architecture + urban design

Windsor Oaks relinquishes effort to remove cat colony
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12
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Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil
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BY BILL PARRY

A transgender woman 
from Jackson Heights who 
has become a strong advo-
cate for transgender and 
immigrant communities 
nationwide was granted 
a pardon by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo last week. 

Mexican-born Lorena 
Borjas, 57, was at high risk 
of deportation for a 1994 
conviction of fourth-degree 
criminal facilitation as a 
result of being entrapped 
as a victim of human traf-
ficking, according to the 
governor’s office.

“With this pardon 
granted, I will no longer 
have to go to sleep at night 
worrying that I will be de-
ported back to a country 
that is no longer home,” 
Borjas told the Transgen-
der Law Center, a national 
civil rights group. “I will 
be able to live my life with-
out stress and fear of im-
migration, and I will be 
able to continue doing the 
work I do and help more 
vulnerable transgender 
women.” 

Borjas runs HIV-testing 
programs for transgender 
sex workers, and syringe 
exchange programs for 
trans women taking hor-
mone injections. She cur-
rently works as an educa-
tor at community health 
centers across New York 
City, and she has drawn 
commendations from 
elected officials, advocates 
and community members. 
With the pardon, Borjas is 
free to apply for U.S. citi-
zenship and continue her 
advocacy work.

“Lorena has done more 
than anyone I know to 
shine a light on the epidem-
ic of trafficking in trans-
gender communities and 
to help other trans women 
escape exploitation,” said 
Lynly Egyes, the Trans-
gender Law Center’s liti-
gation director. “Her gen-
erosity and self-sacrifice 
in well known throughout 
New York state and the 
country. I am thrilled for 
Lorena and grateful that 

after years of selfless work 
helping others, New York 
State answered the call 
when she was in need.”

Borjas was one of 18 
immigrants who were 
pardoned by Cuomo Dec. 
27. All were “contributing 
members of society” who 
faced deportation and oth-
er immigrant-related chal-
lenges as a result of previ-
ous convictions, according 
to the governor’s office.

 In addition, Cuomo is-
sued 39 conditional par-
dons to people who were 
charged with misdemean-
ors or nonviolent offenses 
when they were 16 or 17 
years old and have been 
crime-free for a decade or 
more.

“These New Yorkers 
have proved their rehabili-
tation, in some cases for 
decades, but have been un-
able to gain legal status or 
fully re-enter society due 
to the stigma of convic-

tion,” Cuomo said. “While 
the federal government 
continues to target immi-
grants and threatens to 
tear families apart with 
deportation, these actions 
take a critical step toward 
a more just, more fair and 
more compassionate New 
York.”

In June, Cuomo issued 
a pardon to Carlos Hum-
berto Cardona, 48, also of 
Jackson Heights, after he 
was detained and faced 
deportation to his native 
Colombia on a 1990 drug 
conviction. Cuomo called 
Cardona a “civic-minded 
New Yorker” who volun-
teered as a cleanup and 
hazmat recovery worker 
at Ground Zero after the 
Sept. 11 attacks at the “ex-
pense of his own health.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Cuomo pardons Jax Hgts 
transgender advocate 

Transgender advocate Lorena Borjas is granted a pardon by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo shielding her against the threat of deportation. 

Courtesy of Translatina Coalition/Guillermina Hernandez
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

expressed concerns over 
a proposed six-story 
hotel at 14-61 127th St. 
According to Avella, at 
his request DOB will 
conduct an audit of the 
plans. He has also re-
quested a meeting with 
DOB officials to discuss 
the building plans for 
this site.

The state senator said 
he believes a six-story 
hotel located in an M1-1 
zoning district is totally 
inappropriate. 

Plans for the hotel 
show that it will be con-
structed at the site of a 
single-story building. 
Avella said he found 
it amazing that DOB 
would approve an al-
teration of a one-story 
building which is not 
a hotel into a six-story 
hotel. He pointed out 
that the traffic situa-
tion in College Point is 
already ridiculous due 
to the narrow streets. 
“To think that College 
Point could assimilate 

the additional traffic 
flow from a hotel is 
absurd,” Avella said. 
“How much more devel-

opment can the residents 
of College Point take?” 

Joe Femenia, presi-
dent of the College Point 
Civic and Taxpayers As-
sociation, was upset that 
the community was not 
notified and was wor-
ried that the hotel could 
be another “sneak it in” 
development. 

“How did this hap-
pen without commu-
nity involvement or 
knowledge?” he asked. 
“No one notified the 
College Point Civic 
and Taxpayers Asso-
ciation. We are talking 
about an M-1 zone now 
having a 60-foot build-
ing constructed where 
a one-story building 
for industrial use was. 
This is 2017, not pre-
1968. Why doesn’t the 
current zoning ap-
ply?”  

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Hotel
and residential homes. 

In February 2017, the com-
pany was accused of labor abus-
es at the tour, and according to 
the NYPD, one employee and 
two subcontractors died at the 
facility in 2009.

Royal Waste was not able to 
be reached for comment.

“The issues which prompt-
ed the Toxic Tour and Pray-
In — namely, environmental 
injustice and demand for safe, 
fair working conditions  — re-
main, and the community suf-
fers unnecessarily when gener-
ally reliable leadership fails to 
exercise leadership on such a 
well-known grievance,” Wilkes 
said. 

Miller, after reviewing the 
bill that underwent several re-
visions, thought the final ver-
sion did not address all the is-
sues concerning the overloaded 
communities and could create 
more problems. 

“Any legislation that is de-
signed with the intention of 
addressing specific concerns 
within a community requires 
great care,” Miller said. “I came 
to recognize the bill’s broad ap-

proach would not have neces-
sarily resolved each of these 
issues for our community and 
had the potential to make a 
number of them even worse.”

Labor activists believe 
some of the sanitation workers 
who live in the neighborhoods 
where the facilities are located 
could end up losing their union 
paying jobs if the caps went 
into effect immediately, espe-
cially since the zone system 
that Mayor Bill de Blasio would 
like to create won’t be finished 
until 2020. 

The National Waste & Recy-
cling Association, a trade group 
representing private-sector 
waste companies, sanitation 
workers earn $40,000 to 60,0000 
a year with benefits. 

Based on statistics used 
from the city’s Independent 
Budget Office, the trips to a Ma-
rine Transfer Station could in-
crease disposal costs from city 
funds, according to the trade 
association.

The bill already went from 
having 26 sponsors in 2016 to 
having 23 when it was time for 
a vote last week, meaning it 
was still three short of a major-
ity vote in the 51-member City 
Council, long before Miller 
withdrew. 

Miller has not abandoned 
his support for waste equity, 
but said he wants to go even fur-
ther with the bill by improving 
safety standards and wages for 
sanitation workers. 

“I threw my support behind 
Intro 495-C four years ago be-
cause I recognized the ill-effects 
of air pollution, fumes, truck 
traffic and noise from commer-
cial waste transport in south-
east Queens were outstanding 
issues affecting residents for 
generations,” Miller said. “I 
decided it would be better to 
work anew with my colleagues 
to achieve Waste Equity legisla-
tion that is not only sustainable 
and environmentally sensible 

for southeast Queens, as well as 
the City of New York, but also 
compels the industry to im-
prove its safety standards and 
wage compensation.”

New York Lawyers for Pub-
lic Interest, an organization 
that focuses on health justice, 
was still disappointed in Mill-
er’s last-minute decision despite 
his reasoning. Had the bill gone 
through, Queens would have 
seen 33 percent less garbage 
coming to the borough, accord-
ing to NYLPI.

Campaign finance records 
also showed that Miller re-
ceived six contributions of 
$2,500 total from Royal Waste 
Services’ employees and family 
members on Sept. 19.

A 2015 sustainability report 
by the group Transform Don’t 
Trash NYC, an organization 
that wants to transform the 
waste industry, showed Queens 
received 691,000 tons of gar-
bage.

“It’s shameful that residents 
of overburdened neighbor-
hoods will continue to live with 
the dangers and toxic air pollu-
tion of excessive truck traffic 
when this bill could have pro-
vided some relief,” said NYLPI 
Executive Director McGregor 
Smyth. 

Continued from Page 1 

Waste bill

Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
pulled his support on the 
Intro 495 waste equity bill, 
which would have brought 
caps to overburdened neigh-
bors, citing it didn’t do 
enough for workers rights.  

Courtesy of NYC Sanitation 
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Funds aid LGBT Center
Money from state will bring meaningful change: Avella

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said his ef-
fort to have Manhattan’s 
LGBT Community Center 
funded by the 2017 bud-
get was a success, with 
$100,000 providing for im-
migrant and career coach-
ing programs through the 
organization.

More than 75 career 
coaching sessions were 
held with the money, as 
well as three cycles of 
immigration leadership 
group sessions, which 
Avella said reached about 
325 LGBT members of the 
immigrant community. 
About 40 members were 
able to attend four work-
shops on legal immigra-
tion.

“I was extremely hap-
py to be able to allocate 
this funding for the LGBT 
Community Center dur-
ing the budget process, 
but when they told me 
recently how this fund-
ing was able to transform 
their programming, I 
was astonished,” Avella 
said. “The work that the 
staff at The Center does 
for our state’s most vul-
nerable is unparalleled, 
and I am honored to have 
helped them in any way. 
I look forward to working 
with The Center in the 
future and cannot wait 
to see the way their work 
impacts our city, state, 
and nation.”

Avella said the money 
accomplished more than 
expected by the end of 
2017.

“Senator Avella has 
been an unwavering ad-
vocate of the LGBT Com-
munity Center and the 
community at large,” said 
Glennda Testone, execu-
tive director of the LGBT 
Community Center at 308 
West 13th Street in the 
West Village. “His work 
securing $100,000 in fund-
ing to support our career 
development and com-
munity support work has 
been instrumental in al-
lowing us to expand these 
much-needed services.” 

Testone said that 
broadening immigrant 
support services — career 
coaching sessions, and 
cultural and social pro-
gramming — helps “some 
of our most vulnerable 
community members.” 
Enhancing the center’s 
Immigration Leadership 
and Empowerment Group, 
she said, helps to provide 
“an affirming space for 
community members to 
network, share resources 
and find support.”

The LGBT Community 
Center has been helping 
community members suc-
ceed through professional 
support, such as career 

advancement for women, 
as well as health and well-
ness programs and arts, 
entertainment and cultur-
al events.

The LGBT Center also 
provides help for recov-
ery from substance abuse 
for youths and adults. It 
offers assistance for mem-
bers of the LGBT commu-
nity in adopting children 
and starting families, and 
it has other resources for 
those who have already 
started a family.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

The LGBT Center used state funds to power programs to help immigrants and career development for 
members of the community in Manhattan. Courtesy of LGBT Center

National chains make 
inroads in borough
 BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens has seen 
steady growth in nation-
al chain stores, includ-
ing Dunkin’ Donuts and 
MetroPCS, according to a 
new study from the Cen-
ter for an Urban Future.

The nonprofit’s 10th 
annual “State of the 
Chains” report recorded 
the patterns of retail 
growth in New York City 
over the past decade. Ac-
cording to the report, na-
tional retail chains fared 
well in Queens in 2017, 
with an 0.9 percent in-
crease from 1,665 stores 
to 1,680. The number of 
chain stores in Queens 
has been steadily making 
gains since its 2014 high, 
when chain retailers in 
the borough rose by 5.3 
percent. In 2016  the in-
crease in Queens was 1.6 
percent.

Citywide, every bor-
ough gained chain store 
locations except Staten 
Island, where they de-
clined by 1.9 percent, 
from 417 locations to 409. 
The largest increase was 
in Brooklyn: 3.1 percent, 
from 1,540 locations in 
2016 to 1,587 in 2017. Loca-
tions in the Bronx grew 
by 1.8 percent, from 891 
locations to 907; and in 
Manhattan, the gain was 
0.9 percent, from 2,710 lo-
cations to 2,734.

In Queens, certain 
retailers expanded their 
presence, including cell 

phone store MetroPCS, 
which opened 34 stores in 
the borough. According 
to the report, MetroPCS’s 
expansion in Queens was 
the largest of any retail-
er in the borough and 
citywide. The cell phone 
store now has 122 loca-
tions in Queens, and has 
the second-most chain 
locations in the borough, 
right behind Dunkin’ 
Donuts. The report said 
the coffee shop chain 
opened eight new stores 
in Queens, bringing its 
total in the borough to 
187. T-Mobile added four 
new locations in Queens, 
raising its number to 76, 
Baskin-Robbins added 
two stores, for a total of 
77.  

Despite the gains in 
locations, several nation-
al retailers reduced their 
presence in Queens. CVS 
pharmacy reduced its 
presence by 14 locations, 
while Duane Reade and 
Walgreens pharmacy 
closed eight stores.

Overall, C.U.F.’s study 
shows a 1.3 percent in re-
tailers citywide. Retail-
ers expanded their foot-
print in New York City by 
94 store locations, grow-
ing from 7,223 stores in 
2016 to 7,317 stores in 
2017.  

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.
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Health care has been in the headlines a lot lately. What does it mean 
to you? At MetroPlus, getting affordable health insurance for your family 

doesn’t have to be complicated. Thanks to all the new MetroPlus Community 
Offi ces, chances are we’re not far from you. We’re everywhere from the 

Staten Island Mall to Parkchester in the Bronx. Sunset Park in Brooklyn 
to Skyview Mall in Queens. For a full list of neighborhood locations, visit 

metroplus.org. Drop in for a visit! And yes, you can bring the kids!

WE’RE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Pick up kids from school
Buy Groceries
Get Health Care

Enrollment ends january 31
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the Queens World Film Festival 
upon its completion at an unan-
nounced time.

“We don’t exactly know when 
the film is going to be finished, 
but we have a couple scenes left 
to shoot,” Galligan said, ex-
plaining he had used popular 
Bayside spots such as Bourbon 
Street on Bell Boulevard for 
certain scenes. “If you’re famil-
iar with the tree, it’s massive. 
You can actually go inside of it. 
It has an opening, but it’s very 
tight to get in, so we couldn’t re-
ally shoot inside the tree. So we 
had to stage it in another place. 

“We haven’t been able to do 
that scene, which is really the 
heart of the film. But everything 
else, we’ve done. We’ve done 
fight scenes. It’s really extensive 
how much we’ve finished.”

True to the Indiana Jones 
franchise tradition, the protag-
onist will be seeking religious 
relics. Galligan was reluctant 
to give away too much, but said 
Jones will pursue dark secrets 
of a demonic presence from Bud-
dhist lore within the tree. 

Recall Studios is helping 
with the project from assistance 

directing to editing.
Galligan’s film will revive 

a character featured only as 
a corpse in the original Jones 
film, “Raiders of the Lost Ark.” 
The fictional Dr. Forrestal 
taught at Princeton and disap-
peared searching for a fertility 
idol in Peru. Jones discovers 
the fate of the man who was his 
professional rival when seek-
ing the same relic in a temple in 
the jungle. Forrestal had died 
as a result of springing a booby 
trap.

But Galligan is bringing 
Forrestal to life in his own fan 
fiction prequel installment as 
Jones’s competition to uncover 
the secrets of the Queens Giant.

Galligan employed the help 
of visual artist Debbie Yoo to 
draw an aged map of what is 
now Alley Pond Park depict-
ing the Queens Giant and sur-
rounding landmarks, which 
Jones will use in his quest to 
discover what’s inside the mys-
terious tree.

“Indiana Jones and the Se-
cret of the Queens Giant” does 
not yet have a release date.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Indiana Jones
among these individuals could 
get worse.

Approximately 2.7 million 
New Yorkers across the state 
struggle to get food, and nearly 
1 million are children, accord-
ing the governor.

In both the city and state, 
one in every 10 working adults 
was food insecure, the Hunger 
Free America report said. 

Cuomo’s first step will be to 
ban food shaming for children 
whose families struggle to pro-
vide food starting in the 2018 to 
2019 school year, according to 
www.governor.ny.gov. 

This means adults in edu-
cational institutions can no 
longer force children to wear 
stickers or bracelets, which 
brand them as food insecure 
or call their names out on loud 
speakers to identify them as 
such. Also, these children will 
no longer get lesser quality 
food. 

The second step on the 
agenda is to require breakfast 
after the morning school bell, 
because the students who are 
bused often arrive after meal 
is available. 

To ease the transition, in-
stitutions with 70 percent of 
children who are eligible for 
free or reduced-price lunch 
can have breakfast in class or 
the school can provide vend-
ing machines with nutritious 
options. To further help the 
initiative, 1,400 schools will 
receive $7 million in capital 
funds, said Cuomo. 

Cuomo’s third step is to 
double the investment of Farm 
to School projects by spending 
an additional $750,000 to con-
nect schools with fresh food 
from local farmers. This will 
bring the total for the project 
to $1.5 million, support 18 of 

those programs and help an 
additional 328,000 students. 
Before the investment, 324,000 
students received that benefit, 
but by next year there will be 
652,000 total. 

The governor’s fourth step 
to help students is to encourage 
schools that do not have healthy 
food options to invest in locally 
farmed food with higher food 
reimbursements. Instead of the 
usual 5.9 cents reimbursement 
per lunch, schools will get 25 
cents per lunch for any district 
that gets 30 percent of ingredi-
ents from farmers in the state. 

Cuomo’s last objective is to 
require food pantries on all 
SUNY and CUNY campuses.

In a report conducted by 
several national campus or-
ganizations, the governor dis-
covered 48 percent of survey 
respondents experienced food 
insecurity 30 days before his 
announcement. Over 50 per-
cent of those surveyed did not 
buy a textbook because of a 
lack of food. 

Cuomo will be investing $1 
million to implement that pro-
gram. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Food

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has a five-point 
plan to ban food shaming in New 
York schools for the food insecure.  

Photo by Paul T. Erickson/AP
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

    Super 
   Sunday 2018

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


