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BY BILL PARRY

A transgender woman 
from Jackson Heights who has 
become a strong advocate for 
transgender and immigrant 
communities nationwide was 
granted a pardon by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo last week. 

Mexican-born Lorena Bor-
jas, 57, was at high risk of de-
portation for a 1994 conviction 
of fourth-degree criminal fa-
cilitation as a result of being 
entrapped as a victim of hu-
man trafficking, according to 
the governor’s office.

“With this pardon grant-
ed, I will no longer have to 
go to sleep at night worrying 
that I will be deported back 
to a country that is no lon-
ger home,” Borjas told the 
Transgender Law Center, a 
national civil rights group. 
“I will be able to live my life 
without stress and fear of im-
migration, and I will be able 
to continue doing the work I 
do and help more vulnerable 
transgender women.” 

Borjas runs HIV-testing 
programs for transgender 
sex workers, and syringe ex-
change programs for trans 
women taking hormone in-
jections. She currently works 
as an educator at community 

BY BILL PARRY

The city will begin its long 
process of closing the prison 
complex on Rikers Island this 
summer, when the first of nine 
jails will be closed, the de Bla-
sio administration announced 
Tuesday. The closing is made 
possible by the reduction of the 
city’s jail population, which 
last month fell below 9,000, 
a record low last reported in 
1982.

“Every day, we are mak-
ing New York City’s jail sys-
tem smaller and safer,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “This an-
nouncement is an important 
step in our plan to close Rik-
ers Island and create more 
community-based facilities to 
better serve people in custody 
and our hard-working correc-
tional staff.”

As of Monday, the Depart-
ment of Correction’s jail popu-
lation was 8,705. The mayor’s 
plan to close Rikers in favor 
of community-based jails, an-
nounced in March, calls for 
the island’s prison population 
to be reduced to 5,000.

The D.O.C. will close the 
George Motchan Detention 
Center, which currently hous-
es 600 men who will be relocat-
ed to other jails in the system, 
and there will be no layoffs or 
a reduction in DOC uniformed 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Fire marshals are still try-
ing to determine the cause of 
a fire that broke out on a blis-
tering cold New Year’s Eve in 
Queens Village. 

A dozen fire trucks and 60 
firefighters were sent to the 

Tire Express store, at 109-23 
Springfield Blvd., shortly be-
fore 6 a.m. to put out a one-
alarm fire at the shop, ac-
cording to the FDNY press 
office. 

The fire came three days 
after a fire killed 12 people 
in the Bronx. A child play-

ing with the knobs on a stove 
started that blaze, which tore 
through an apartment com-
plex, according to authori-
ties. The tragedy prompted 
the FDNY to share fire edu-
cation materials for children 
on fdnysmart.org. 

New Year’s Eve fi re hits Qns Village

Continued on Page 40

Guv pardons
transwoman
from Jax Hts

City to close one jail on Rikers
First step in mayor’s 10-year plan after dramatic drop in inmate population

A tire store in Queens Village caught fire on New Year’s Eve. 
 Photo by Naeisha Rose

In Corona, U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley and newly elected Council member Francisco Moya host the 
neighborhood’s annual Three Kings Day party at the the Queens Library branch. The holiday 
extends the gift-giving season a little while longer. Photo by Michael Shain

THREE WISE MEN VISIT QUEENS
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
A young mother of two 

who was  in an abusive re-
lationship was stabbed to 
death in her Richmond Hill 
home in an apparent mur-
der-suicide, police said. 

Marking the first mur-
der of 2018, at 1:09 p.m. on 
New Year’s Day, officers re-
sponded to a 911 call of an 
unconscious female inside 
a residence at 112th Street 
near 103rd Avenue, the 
NYPD said. When police ar-
rived, they discovered the 
body of 26-year-old Stacy 
Loknath unconscious and 
unresponsive with multiple 
stab wounds to her torso. 
Police said she was pro-
nounced dead on the scene. 

According to police, 
hours later Loknath’s 46 
year-old husband, Vinny, 
was discovered hanging 
from a tree following a sui-
cide attempt a mile away 
in Forest Park. The Guya-
nese couple, who shared a 
5-year-old son and a 1-year-
old daughter, were   in an 
abusive relationship.

Police  said Vinny 
Loknath  was charged with 
assault in September for re-
peatedly striking his wife 
in the back of the head with 
a closed fist, following the 
assault a judge reportedly 
 granted an order of protec-
tion barring him from see-
ing his wife until October 
2019.

The Daily News reported 
the couple celebrated New 
Year’s Eve at a local club 
where they were thrown 
out of for arguing.

Romain Shaw, Stacy’s 
brother-in-law, told the 
Daily News Vinny was very 
abusive.

“She stayed with him no 
matter what because they 
had two kids together,” he 
said. “She was hoping for 

him to change, but he never 
did.”

The newspaper also re-
ported that Vinny Loknath 
made a bizarre call to his 
mother after the alleged 
crime, asking to be cremat-
ed instead of buried. 

Shivana Jorawar of Ja-
hajee Sisters, a Queens 
based non-profit that sup-
ports Indo-Carribean 
women, called on elected 
officials to provide more 
resources to women in the 
community to prevent do-
mestic abuse.

“This is the fifth time 
Jahajee Sisters has had to 
respond to the violent mur-
der of an Indo-Caribbean 
woman in Queens,” she 
said. “How can it be that in 
one community, the same 
headline seems to run over 
and over again? Stacy’s 
death is a call to action 
for all of us, including our 
elected officials and faith 
leaders, who we look to in 
times of need.”

Police said no arrests 
have been made and the in-
vestigation was ongoing. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

The Willets Point com-
munity is criticizing Mayor 
Bill de Blasio for proceeding 
with the sale of “Phase One” 
Willets Point Land to Queens 
Development Group. 

The 23 acres would go to 
QDG, the developer chosen 
by the Bloomberg adminis-
tration in the original Wil-
lets Point proposal, which in-
cluded a mega-mall that the 
New York State Court of Ap-
peals ruled cannot proceed 
as it lacks legislative approv-
al. The community was out-
raged when the Bloomberg 
administration had set a con-
troversial sale price of $1 for 
the 23 acres.

In June the Court of Ap-
peals denied the Willets Point 
mega-mall plan in a 5-1 deci-
sion. Queens Development 
Group has been fighting to 
build a proposed mega-mall 
and movie theater on the 30-
acre site where Shea Stadium 
once stood as part of the orig-
inal $3 billion redevelopment 
plan. The lawsuit — filed in 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
in February 2014 by state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
along with the City Club of 
New York, Queens Civic Con-
gress, members of Willets 
Point United and nearby res-
idents and business owners 
— challenged the transfer 
of Queens parkland worth 
about $1 billion. The lawsuit 
focused on the proper use of 
the land. 

The mega-mall was slated 
to be built on the parking 
lot east of Citi Field, which 
is technically still parkland 
belonging to Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park and under 
lease to the New York Mets. 
Arguments centered around 
a 1961 law allowing the con-
struction of Shea Stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Park.

Following the court vic-
tory the community was 
hoping the mayor would re-
scind the city’s contract with 
Queens Development Group 
and its “unjustified” $1 prop-
erty sale. 

Robert LoScalzo, a mem-
ber of Willets Point United, a 
group of business owners in 
the area against eminent do-
main abuse, for said if QDG 
cannot build its Willets West 
mega-mall, a key component 
of the developer’s proposal, 
there should be a new request 
for proposal open to other de-
velopers instead of continu-
ing with QDG on no basis. 
According to LoScalzo, only 
de Blasio can set a price for 
Willets Point lots acquired 
by the city after December 
2013, and the price needs to 
be approved by the Queens 
Borough Board, which has 
not occurred. 

In addition, Councilman 
Francisco Moya (D-Corona) 

has plans to form an adviso-
ry committee to help guide 
development choices at Wil-
lets Point. LoScalzo said it 
makes no sense to lock in 
QDG as developer before 
Moya can assemble his ad-
visory committee and before 
it has an opportunity to par-
ticipate. LoScalzo contends 
this is similar to what for-
mer Mayor Bloomberg did 
with the Willets Point Advi-
sory Committee during the 
2011-2012 developer selection 
process. 

In a statement a spokes-
man for the mayor said no 
decision has been made yet 
and that the city is continu-
ing to talk with stakeholders 
to reach a workable solu-
tion.

“Our priorities remain 
jump-starting the afford-
able housing, schools and 
resources this community 
was promised years ago,” 
the spokesman said.

Willets Point activists are speaking out against Mayor de Blasio 
selling 23 acres of Willets Point land to Queens Development Group.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Willets Point dispute Rich Hill mother dies
in murder-suicide: PD

Stacy Singh and her husband, Vinny 
Loknath.  Photo courtesy of Facebook

Group slams mayor on sale of 23 acres to developer
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Southern cooking coming to St. Albans
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Southern-style fish, bar-
becue and soul food home 
cooking are being brought 
to Queens at the House of 
Smoke in St. Albans.

The House of Smoke, a 
takeout food restaurant at 
180-03 Linden Blvd., is a 
family business run by for-
mer Jamaica residents who 
have returned to New York 
from Alabama, according to 
chef Spencer Eagle.

The owners are Eagle’s 
grandmother, Nellie Buch-
anan, and his mother, Doris 
Eagle. His uncle Gerald Bu-
chanan is a prep chef, and 
his brother Jameel  is an as-
sistant chef. 

Eagle’s mother moved 
back to New York in Septem-
ber, and after reminiscing 
about her old Montgomery 
restaurant, The New Por-
ky’s, she decided to open a 
new restaurant in the state 
she was lived in for 30 years , 
Eagle said. 

Before coming back to 
New York, Eagle’s mother 
was in Alabama for 22 years, 
while Eagle’s Uncle Gerald 
remained in New York. Ea-
gle’s brother Jameel lived 
in Alabama from 2006 to 
2017, and he left Alabama 12 
years ago and has been liv-
ing in Far Rockaway since 
returning to the city that 
never sleeps. 

“She wanted to open a 
business for myself and my 
brother,” Eagle said. “My 
uncle found this place, and 
he thought it would be a 
great location to bring a 
soul food and barbecue res-
taurant.”

Eagle and his family 
don’t have degrees in the 
culinary arts, but they love 
cooking and they simply use 
what has been passed down 
to them over the past few 
generations. 

Eagle, 36, learned how 
to make cookies, cake and 
more from his mother start-
ing when he was 12.

“My mother learned 
from my grandmother, and 
my grandmother learned 
from her mom,” Eagle said. 
“She learned from just be-
ing in the kitchen with my 
grandma.”

Although it is a takeout 
restaurant, everything is 
Southern-cooked, according 
to Eagle. 

“The barbecue sauce is 
made from scratch,” Eagle 
said. “We smoke our meats 
in a smoker for eight to 
nine hours. Everything is 
smoked. It is a real authen-
tic soul food.” 

Looking to the restau-
rant’s future, the family 
plans to add fresh lemonade 
and iced tea to the menu for 
spring and summer. Cur-
rently, there are several des-
serts, like peach cobbler.

“Our ultimate hope is to 
become successful and to 
stay here in the communi-
ty,” Eagle said. “St. Albans 
is a great community to be 
in.” 

The House of Smoke is 
expected to hold a grand 
opening in late January or 
early February. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

House of Smoke is a barbecue and Southern-style soul food restaurant 
in St. Albans.  House of Smoke

New takeout restaurant run by family members to offer patrons unique soul food
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BY BILL PARRY

The City Council voted 
unanimously to pass legisla-
tion that requires  a two-year 
study of the feasibility of using 
alternative fuel in city ferries.

The bill, known as INT. 
54, authored by City Council-
man Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria), encourages the use 
of biodiesel and fuel technolo-
gies, including hybrid electric 
and fuel cell electric, instead 
of petroleum diesel fuels, a 
major source of harmful air 
pollution. Standard petroleum 
diesel fuel exhaust also emits 
greenhouse gases, contribut-
ing to climate change.

“Over the past four years, 
our city has made environ-
mental protection a priority — 
whether through ending our 
reliance on fossil fuels, clean-
ing our air quality, building 
sustainable transit habits, or 

encouraging use of renewable 
energy,” Constantinides said. 
“INT. 54 will help increase use 
of renewable fuel in one of our 
city’s most sustainable transit 
options — our ferries. As use of 
our citywide ferry system has 
grown exponentially, we must 
innovate the type of energy we 
use to fuel the boats.”

Another Queens lawmaker 
has other concerns when it 
comes to NYC Ferry service. 
State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) is calling on 
the city to develop a better sys-
tem for rescuing passengers 
from stranded city ferries. 

Addabbo demanded action 
last Thursday after an NYC 
Ferry struck a sandbar off the 
Rockaways the night before, 
leaving dozens of passengers 
on board in frigid cold, waiting 
for help.

“We are glad that no one 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Community leaders in 
Queens and environmentalists 
were shocked last month when 
Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) chose not to 
support Intro 495-C, therefore 
killing the waste equity bill he 
co-sponsored in 2014. The bill 
could have helped to reduce the 
garbage stations in low-income 
neighborhoods in southeast 
Queens, north Brooklyn and 
the South Bronx.

The purpose of the bill, 
which was rooted in the 2006 
Solid Waste Management Plan, 
was to help southeast Queens 
and other communities over-
burdened with 75 percent of 
New York City’s trash with 
caps on the number of refuse 
sent to them, according to the 
Department of Sanitation. The 
bill would have cut traffic and 
pollution and improved air 
quality while commercial Ma-
rine Transfer Stations were 
created.

The city’s SWMP would 
have switched garbage transfer 
from long-haul trucking to ma-
rine and rail transfer, accord-

ing to www.waste360.com. 
Waste360.com, a site that 

follows trends in solid waste, 
stated truck travel would have 
went down by 60 miles and 
greenhouse gas emissions 

would be reduced 34,000 tons.  
Rev. Andrew Wilkes of the 

Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathe-
dral in Jamaica was displeased 
by Miller’s decision. 

“We are troubled that Coun-

cil member Miller went from 
championing waste equity at 
our Toxic Tour and Pray-In 
last February to walking away 
from Intro 495-C in a backroom 
discussion,” Wilkes said.

Over 11 months ago Miller, 
Wilkes, residents and sanita-
tion workers of the Royal Waste 
dump on 173rd Street and Lib-
erty Ave., toured the facility 
that is directly near a park and 
residential homes. 

In February 2017, the com-
pany was accused of labor 
abuses at the tour, and accord-
ing to the NYPD, one employee 
and two subcontractors died at 
the facility in 2009.

Royal Waste was not able to 
be reached for comment.

“The issues which prompt-
ed the Toxic Tour and Pray-
In — namely, environmental 
injustice and demand for safe, 
fair working conditions  — re-
main, and the community suf-
fers unnecessarily when gener-
ally reliable leadership fails to 
exercise leadership on such a 
well-known grievance,” Wilkes 
said. 

Miller, after reviewing the 
bill that underwent several re-
visions, thought the final ver-
sion did not address all the is-
sues concerning the overloaded 
communities and could create 
more problems. 

Councilman I. Daneek Miller pulled his support on the Intro 495-C waste equity bill, which would have brought 
caps to overburdened neighbors, saying it didn’t do enough for workers rights.  Courtesy of NYC Sanitation 

Long-expected waste equity bill dead 
Miller withdraws support from environmental legislation he co-sponsored in 2014

Council wants ferries
using renewable fuels

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 36

Avella, College Point residents 
oppose plans for six-story hotel 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

College Point residents are 
concerned about a potential new 
hotel. 

State Sen Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) has written a letter to 
city Department of Buildings 
Commissioner Rick Chandler 
after College Point residents 
expressed concerns over a pro-
posed six-story hotel at 14-61 
127th St. According to Avella, 
at his request DOB will conduct 
an audit of the plans. He has also 
requested a meeting with DOB 
officials to discuss the building 
plans for this site.

The state senator said he be-
lieves a six-story hotel located in 
an M1-1 zoning district is totally 
inappropriate. 

Plans for the hotel show that 
it will be constructed at the 
site of a single-story building. 
Avella said he found it amaz-

ing that DOB would approve an 
alteration of a one-story build-
ing which is not a hotel into 
a six-story hotel. He pointed 
out that the traffic situation in 
College Point is already ridicu-
lous due to the narrow streets. 
“To think that College Point 
could assimilate the additional 
traffic flow from a hotel is ab-

surd,” Avella said. “How much 
more development can the resi-
dents of College Point take?” 

Joe Femenia, president of the 
College Point Civic and Taxpay-
ers Association, was upset that 
the community was not notified 
and was worried that the hotel 
could be another “sneak it in” 
development. 

“How did this happen with-
out community involvement 
or knowledge?” he asked. “No 
one notified the College Point 
Civic and Taxpayers Associa-
tion. We are talking about an 
M-1 zone now having a 60-foot 
building constructed where 
a one-story building for in-
dustrial use was. This is 2017, 
not pre-1968. Why doesn’t the 
current zoning apply?”  

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

College Point has spoken out 
against plans to build a six-story 
hotel on 127th Street.  

Google Earth
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BY MARK HALLUM

New York’s U.S. senators, 
Charles Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand, have called on the 
federal Dept. of Transporta-
tion to crack down on rail-
roads that fail to implement 
adequate safety measures to 
prevent accidents such as the 
deadly Amtrak derailment in 
Washington state Dec. 18.

The National Transporta-
tion Safety Board announced 
in preliminary findings exces-
sive speed was the cause of the 
wreck, which killed three and 
sent more than 100 people to 
the hospital.  

Elected officials are claim-
ing this and other disasters 
could have been prevented by 
the implementation of positive 
train control, which governs 
the speed trains can travel at 
through certain zones.

PTC will be required on all 
trains by the end of 2018 as part 
of a congressional mandate.

“Since NTSB first recom-
mended PTC, more than 300 
people have died, thousands 
have been injured, and mil-
lions of dollars in property 
damages have been incurred,” 
the senators said. “The PTC 
deadline is now almost one 
year away – Dec. 31, 2018.  It 
is imperative that railroads 
complete implementation be-
fore the deadline. They must 
clearly understand that the 
consequences of failure will be 
stringent and prompt.”

Schumer and Gillibrand 
were joined by 11 other Demo-
cratic senators.

The derailment of the 
Amtrak train in DuPont, 
Wash. on the Cascade Line was 
a keen reminder of the deadly 

City searches for chancellor 
to replace Carmen Fariña

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Whoever replaces Schools 

Chancellor Carmen Fariña, 
who announced her retirement 
as the head of education in New 
York City before 2017 came to 
a close, will have a tough year 
ahead when it comes to helping 
failing schools thanks to Presi-
dent Trump’s tax bill. She will 
be stepping down once her re-
placement is chosen. 

During Fariña’s tenure 14 
schools were closed, including 
two from Queens, which were 
on the Renewal Schools list. 

The Brian Piccolo Middle 
School (MS 53) located at 10-45 
Naemoke St. in Far Rockaway 
and the Robert Vernam School 
(PS/MS 42) at 488 Beach 66th St. 
in Arverne were on the chop-
ping block, according to the 
chancellor. 

Shortly after Fariña’s resig-

nation announcement, City & 
State, a policy and politics news 
site, said industry insiders in the 
education field have mentioned 
Queens College President Félix 
V. Matos Rodríguez as a possible 
candidate. 

Rodríguez started his tenure 

as president of the CUNY School 
in 2014 and was the former secre-
tary of the Dept. of Family Ser-
vices for the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico (2006-2008), accord-
ing to Queens College. He has a 
PhD in history from Columbia 
University and has taught at 
Yale, Northeastern University 
and City College. 

Industry insiders have also 
circulated the name of Rudolph 
“Rudy” Crew, who was the for-
mer schools chancellor in the 
late ‘90s under the old New York 
City Board of Education system 
was also a viable candidate.

Crew has been the presi-
dent of Medgar Evers College 
in Brooklyn since 2013 and has 
worked as a educator in Florida, 
Oregon, Massachusetts, and 
California, according to the 
school. He is also the recipient of 
the NAACP Educational Lead-

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Flushing Hospital Medical 
Center had a lot to celebrate 
as it welcomed the city’s first 
baby of the new year for the 
second straight time. 

Two days before the new 
year, the hospital, which deliv-
ers more than 3,000 babies an-
nually, admitted the pregnant 
Tania Shirin, 25, a Jamaica 
resident from Bangladesh.

Almost 36 hours later, Shi-
rin had the first baby of 2018 in 
New York City, hospital spokes-
man Michael Hinck said.

Shirin was in labor for so 
long that doctors at Flushing 
Hospital considered giving the 
mom-to-be an emergency C-
section, according to NY1. 

The new mom was given 
flowers by the hospital and 
had a photo op.

“There was a press confer-
ence — a media gathering” 
Monday, the spokesman said. 

In a photo from the hospi-
tal, Shirin can be seen holding 
her newborn girl, Kazi Ariana 
Shirin, who is wrapped in a 
shawl with “2018” on it. The 
baby is wearing a hat that says 

“Happy New Year.” 
Imran Nazir, Kazi’s father, 

was overjoyed by the momen-
tous occasion. 

“It was a big celebration” 
Nazir said. “Nurses, doctors - 

they cooperated and we were 
so amazed. We felt very spe-
cial.” 

After consulting with 
older relatives over 10 differ-
ent names, the couple landed 

on Kazi Ariana for their first 
child, NY1 reported.

Kazi’s dad, a cab driver, will 
be taking time off to help Shirin 
with the baby since the mother, 
who is new to the city, has no 

relatives in the country.
“She’s my princess,” Nazir 

said. 
Kazi was delivered at 12:01 

a.m., weighed 4 pounds, 11.5 
ounces, and was 18 inches 
long, Hinck said. 

Last year the hospital de-
livered Nathan Peralta at 12:08 
a.m. on Jan. 1, according to the 
hospital. 

The boy weighed 7 pounds, 
11.5 ounces and was 19.5 inch-
es long, said the hospital.

He was delivered after his 
mother, Carmen Peralta, came 
in for a checkup due to high 
blood pressure on Dec. 30, 
2017. 

Two days later Nathan was 
delivered. 

Peralta was a first-time mom, 
according to the hospital. 

Shirin was also a first-time 
mother, according to the hos-
pital, and the original due date 
for Kazi Ariana was Jan. 10.

“Baby and Mom are both 
doing well,” Hinck said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

New York City’s  first baby of 2018,  Kazi Ariana Shirin, is shown off by her mom, Tania Shirin, and dad, Imran 
Nazir, at Flushing Hospital.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
is stepping down from her post as 
the head of city schools, but who 
will replace her?

Courtesy of Mayor’s office

City’s fi rst baby born in Queens
Flushing Hospital Medical Center delivers second New Year’s newborn in a row

Continued on Page 36Continued on Page 36

NY senators urge DOT 
to enforce railroad safety
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FLIP

BY MARK HALLUM

The reputed Bonanno family 
captain Vincent Asaro, 82, was sen-
tenced last week to eight years in 
prison for torching a car as retribu-
tion for a road rage incident in How-
ard Beach.

Asaro, who was previously ac-
quitted of taking part in the 1978 Luf-
thansa heist and of choking a police 
informant to death with a dog chain, 
was indicted in March. According 
to prosecutors, the crime boss or-
dered four underlings, including 
John Gotti’s grandson, to start the 
2012 car fire after the driver had cut 
Asaro off in Howard Beach.

Brooklyn Federal Judge Allyne 
Ross said that in sentencing Asaro, 
she had given weight to the charges 
on which Asaro was acquitted, The 
New York Times reported. Asaro’s 
lawyer, Elizabeth Macedonio, had 
requested that her client’s acquitted 
conduct not be taken into consider-
ation in the sentencing, according 
to the Times. Macedonio said that 
sentencing Asaro for crimes that he 
was not found guilty of could “turn 
the American justice system on its 
head.”

Macedonio was confident that 
the indictment was actually revenge 
for Asaro’s 2015 acquittal in the 
Lufthansa heist, in which nearly $6 
million in cash, precious metals and 
jewels was stolen from the German 
carrier at Kennedy International 
Airport. It stands as one of the big-
gest thefts in state history.

The sentencing follows a series 
of indictments and convictions of 
organized crime figures in south 
Queens.

Ronald Giallanzo, 46, was charged 
in March with racketeering, extor-
tion and attempted murder in crimes 
that spanned 20 years in the Howard 
Beach area, according to the U.S. 
attorney’s office in Brooklyn. Gial-
lanzo was one of 10 people charged.

The younger Gotti, then 23, was 
sentenced to eight years on drug 
charges. Gotti, whose grandfather 
John headed the Gambino family, 
was estimated by Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown to have had 
an average income of $1.6 million a 
year while peddling oxycodone and 
other prescription medications in 
Howard Beach and Ozone Park.

Howard Beach police stopped 
the Gotti grandson’s car in June for 
having windows tinted beyond the 
legal limit. He was found to have an 
expired driver’s license and a Gucci 
bag containing more than 200 oxy-
codone pills.

Queens native and Bonanno 
member Christopher Boothby, 37, 
was charged alongside Giallanzo in 
March. Known as Bald Chris, Booth-
by had also been indicted with Gotti 
and Asaro in the car arson and in 
Hobbs Act robberies and firearms 
offenses a week before.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Asaro gets 8 years 
for torching car

Bonanno crime family leader Vincent Asaro was sentenced to eight years for torching a 
man’s  car in a road rage dispute. Photo by Charles Eckert/AP
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Rawlric Sumner ‘17
Gabriel Palencia Serna
January 2018
Queensborough Community 
College
Bayside, New York

Twenty students from CUNY campuses throughout 
New York City were recently honored in Phoenix at 
the Annual Biological Research Conference for Mi-
nority Students. More than 1,800 students presented 
research while 300 received awards for their oral 
or poster presentations. Rawlric Sumner and Gabriel 
Palencia Serna are the two Queensborough Commu-
nity College students who received highly-regarded 
honors for research in Chemistry and Neuroscience 
at the prestigious conference.

Queensborough Community College Spring 
2017 graduate Rawlric Sumner won for a poster 
presentation in Chemistry that demonstrated a way 
of optimizing a type of photovoltaic solar cell that 
is dye-sensitized. His method uses ionic liquids with 
single-walled carbon nanotubes as electrolytes. In 
layman’s terms, his poster presentation was on opti-
mizing the performance of specifi c solar cells so that 
this green energy source is more effective. 

Upon graduating from Queensborough this 
past May, Sumner moved on to study Chemistry at 
Queens College. At this next stage in his academic 
career, Sumner hopes to reach the peak of his fi eld 
by earning a Ph.D. in Chemistry.

Sumner emphasizes that he could not have gotten 
where he is today – and where he will be in the 
future – without his mentors from Queensborough 
Community College. Sumner conducted his under-
graduate research project in Fall 2016 and Spring 
2017 semesters under the tutelage of Queensbor-
ough Professor Sharon Lall-Ramnarine, Chemistry, 
and Tirandai Hemraj-Benny, associate professor of 
Chemistry. Sumner’s research continued during the 
summer with both mentors and with the addition of 

input from Dr. James Wishart from the Brookhaven 
National Laboratory.

The opportunity to be mentored by these distin-
guished professions and researchers played a key 
role in the development of the project. According to 
Sumner, “I have found that good mentors are a price-
less gain from the overall undergraduate research 
experience.”

He added, “The ability to connect with someone 
who is potentially where you want to be in the future 
is an opportunity not afforded to many students. 
These three scientists – Lall-Ramnarine, Hemraj-Benny, 
and Wishart – guided me through my undergraduate 
experience from matters pertaining to academics, 
personal issues and even planning for my future. I 
feel that all of my current and future success can be 
attributed to the foundation established through my 
undergraduate research experience and the mentor-
ship by these outstanding individuals. The experience 
and process have given me ambition and a strong 
work ethic while looking towards my future.” 

Gabriel Palencia Serna, who is a second-year 
student at Queensborough, won for a poster pre-
sentation on the prevalence of Alzheimer’s among 
farmers who were exposed to pesticides. Serna was 
mentored by Dr. Mohammad Javdan, a professor of 
Biological Science and Geology. Like Sumner, Serna 
is grateful for the support provided by his mentor.

In explaining his project, Serna notes, “It is 
estimated that approximately 1.8 billion people 

around the world are exposed to different types of 
pesticides in their daily lives. In our research project 
we investigated the correlation between the effect of 
the common pesticide, Permethrin, and Alzheimer’s 
disease. Our focus was on the functions of microglial 
cells, the cells that are responsible for cleaning up 
and taking care of neurons. Our study showed that 
Permethrin signifi cantly impaired the normal functions 
of these cells, leading to increased risk of Alzheimer’s 
disease through the malfunctioning of microglial cells. 
Finding the underlying mechanisms helped us in 
fi nding the effective interventions to prevent microglia 
malfunctioning upon exposure to pesticides, namely 
Permethrin.”

Irene Hulede, manager of Student Programs 
at the American Society for Microbiology, said 
research and presentations build students’ confi dence 
and help propel them “from one level to the next, 
with the next logical step being graduate school and 
a Ph.D. in the STEM fi elds of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics.” 

She added, “During the annual conference 
students also attend professional development 
workshops, where they are provided with the neces-
sary resources to be successful in graduate school. 
They speak and meet with leaders in their fi eld and 
receive mentoring and one-on-one coaching.”

Undergraduate research is one of the critical ele-
ments for academic success and is one of Queens-
borough’s six High Impact Practices (HIPs), which is a 
college-wide effort that has led to national recogni-
tion for best practices in student learning.

Chancellor James B. Milliken proudly expresses, 
“The breadth of undergraduate research at CUNY 
that was recognized at this national conference – 
from cancer biology to neuroscience to social and 
behavioral sciences and beyond – shows the vitality 
of CUNY’s efforts to engage minority students in 
fi elds where they have not traditionally been found. 
This is just one way that The City University of New 
York helps so many of our students follow their 
dreams and launch rewarding careers.”

My is

877-786-6560 • myNYCB.com
All services not available at all locations.        © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!

Students of DistinctionSPONSORED BY
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BY BILL PARRY

The public will have another 
two weeks to submit written 
comments on Long Island City-
based Plaxall’s Anable Basin 
rezoning proposal after the 
Department of City Planning 
extended the original deadline. 
The agency will accept com-
ments on the plan to develop 15 
acres along the East River wa-
terfront until the close of busi-
ness Jan. 19. 

A rezoning is necessary to 
allow for higher residential and 
commercial density than is cur-
rently permitted by the city. 

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) reviewed the draft 
scope of work proposed by Plax-
all that within 15 years would 
bring a 65-story tower; 5,000 
residential units spread out 
over eight buildings, with 25 
percent set aside for affordable 
housing; manufacturing and of-
fice space; and an esplanade to 
make Anable Basin accessible 
to the public.

“Anable Basin is currently 
a gloomy industrial area with 
limited roads, limited access, 
sparse public transportation 
and very little retail,” Maloney 
said. “We have seen the success 
of Queens West and Hunters 
Point South in Long Island City 
and in Northern Brooklyn. And 
it is time for that trend to reach 
Anable Basin — an extraordi-
nary area with magnificent 
views of Manhattan and the 
East River. This rezoning has 
the potential to create another 
great neighborhood, if it is done 
right.”

While Maloney is pleased 
that Plaxall is proposing to give 
the city a lot at 11th Street and 
47th Avenue for a 728-seat, five-
story school, the model provided 
appears to have no outdoor play-
ground space. 

“The school is not yet de-
signed,” Plaxall spokesman 
James Yolles said. “It’s certain-
ly possible that the school could 
include outdoor space. The city 
would both determine what 
type of school it is and design 
the school.”

Maloney is also pleased to 
see the retail component of the 
plan.

“Neighborhoods need basic 
things like grocery stores, bar-
bers, convenience stores, shoe 
repair stores, dry cleaners, res-
taurants and other important 
providers,” Maloney said. “Re-
tail uses ensure that the streets 

become lively and that people 
have reasons to come to the 
area.”

Maloney is worried, howev-
er, about logistics.

“Street access to Anable Ba-
sin is inconsistent,” she said. 
“It is striking to see that no 
thought is being given to map-
ping additional streets to con-
nect the street grid in this new 
neighborhood. That needs to be 
remedied.”

Yolles said Anable Basin has 
been inaccessible to the public 
for its 150-year history.

“Our plan revolves around 
opening up the Basin to the 
public -- via a new bi-level espla-
nade that wraps around it, and 
six public pedestrian lanes that 
will provide connections to the 
Basin from the north, south and 
east,” he said. “Connectivity 
and public access really lie at 
the heart of our plan for a cohe-
sive district.”

 Maloney is worried about 
accessible transit.

“I am concerned that there 
is insufficient planning for the 
transportation and infrastruc-
ture needs of this new com-
munity. The subways closest to 
Anable Basin are a considerable 
distance away and are already 
overburdened,” she said. “The 7 
and E trains are among the most 
overcrowded in the city.”

Yolles said the new NYC Fer-
ry stop on the Astoria line is lo-
cated at the southern edge of the 
Basin and will provide a “conve-
nient transit option for all those 
living and working around the 
new Anable Basin.”

Maloney likes that the re-
zoning plan includes an incen-

tive for arts and cultural uses 
as well as 135,000 square feet 
of open space and that the de-
velopment could be a “great 
complement” to Long Island 
City’s existing supply of com-
mercial office space to cater to 
startups from future graduates 
from Cornell Tech on Roosevelt 
Island. But she did have a warn-
ing for Plaxall.

“During Superstorm Sandy, 
all of Anable Basin was flood-
ed,” she said. “The city’s inun-
dation maps show flooding all 
the way to 11th Street and in 
some areas even farther east. 
Vernon Boulevard was under 
water from just before 43rd 
Road all the way south to 46th 
Road. Clearly any construction 
at Anable Basin must take into 
account the area’s propensity to 
flood. Better drainage and more 
resiliency are critical to making 
this development a success.”

Plaxall is well aware of the 
flooding that occurred during 
Sandy. The company offices are 
on 46th Avenue just off Vernon 
Boulevard.

“By raising the esplanade, 
our project will provide im-
portant flood resiliency in-
frastructure — both for the 
buildings surrounding the new 
Anable Basin and the neighbor-
hood beyond,” Yolles said. “We 
appreciated Congresswoman 
Maloney’s feedback. We are in 
touch with her office and look 
forward to working with her 
as we refine and improve our 
proposal.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney reviews some of the positives and negative 
aspects of Plaxall’s Anable Basin Rezoning proposal to develop 15 acres 
on Long Island City waterfront. Courtesy WXY architecture + urban design

Plaxall plan reviewed
Maloney critiques rezoning proposal for Anable Basin

Cuomo unveils plan   
to end food shaming

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Ahead of his State of the 
State address Wednesday, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo pre-
viewed his five-step plan to 
combat hunger for food inse-
cure students from kinder-
garten through college. Cuo-
mo’s announcement could not 
have come at a better time for 
Queens’ children.

Throughout Queens, 
there are 63,798 children 
who were in food insecure 
homes from 2014 to 2016, ac-
cording to statistics report-
ed by the non-profit Hunger 
Free America. That is about 
10.3 percent of the borough’s 
youngsters.

Hunger Free America, 
which does research, ad-
vocacy and policy work to 
combat hunger, said in a 
2017 Survey of NYC Foods 
Pantries & Soups Kitchens 
that if President Donald 
Trump goes through with 
his tax plan to slash $192 bil-
lion from the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, the city’s food bank 
that helps the hungry, food 
deprivation among these in-
dividuals could get worse.

Approximately 2.7 mil-
lion New Yorkers across the 
state struggle to get food, and 
nearly 1 million are children, 
according the governor.

In both the city and state, 
one in every 10 working 
adults was food insecure, 
the Hunger Free America 
report said. 

Cuomo’s first step will be to 
ban food shaming for children 
whose families struggle to pro-
vide food starting in the 2018 to 
2019 school year, according to 
www.governor.ny.gov. 

This means adults in 
educational institutions can 
no longer force children to 
wear stickers or bracelets, 
which brand them as food 
insecure or call their names 
out on loud speakers to 
identify them as such. Also, 
these children will no longer 
get lesser quality food. 

The second step on the 
agenda is to require break-
fast after the morning school 
bell, because the students 
who are bused often arrive 
after meal is available. 

To ease the transition, in-
stitutions with 70 percent of 
children who are eligible for 
free or reduced-price lunch 
can have breakfast in class 

or the school can provide 
vending machines with nu-
tritious options. To further 
help the initiative, 1,400 
schools will receive $7 mil-
lion in capital funds, said 
Cuomo. 

Cuomo’s third step is 
to double the investment 
of Farm to School projects 
by spending an additional 
$750,000 to connect schools 
with fresh food from local 
farmers. This will bring the 
total for the project to $1.5 
million, support 18 of those 
programs and help an addi-
tional 328,000 students. Be-
fore the investment, 324,000 
students received that ben-
efit, but by next year there 
will be 652,000 total. 

The governor’s fourth 
step to help students is to en-
courage schools that do not 
have healthy food options to 
invest in locally farmed food 
with higher food reimburse-
ments. Instead of the usual 
5.9 cents reimbursement per 
lunch, schools will get 25 
cents per lunch for any dis-
trict that gets 30 percent of 
ingredients from farmers in 
the state. 

Cuomo’s last objective is 
to require food pantries on 
all SUNY and CUNY cam-
puses.

In a report conducted by 
several national campus or-
ganizations, the governor 
discovered 48 percent of sur-
vey respondents experienced 
food insecurity 30 days 
before his announcement. 
Over 50 percent of those sur-
veyed did not buy a textbook 
because of a lack of food. 

Cuomo will be investing 
$1 million to implement that 
program. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has a 
five-point plan to ban food 
shaming in New York schools 
for the food insecure.  

Photo by Paul T. Erickson/AP
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Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Bringing a new level of health care to 

Queens, the physicians of Mount Sinai 

Doctors Forest Hills are now offering 

personalized care in your neighborhood 

for you and your family, striving to develop 

ongoing relationships that last a lifetime.

Our brand new, 12,000 square-foot 

multispecialty practice combines a state-

of-the-art facility with the compassionate care 

of the Mount Sinai Health System and the 

world renowned expertise of our physicians. 

Patients receive primary and specialty care 

near home, and have access to the prominent 

experts, advanced treatments and latest 

protocols available at Mount Sinai’s seven 

hospitals and the Icahn School of Medicine 

at Mount Sinai.

Whether you or a loved one need treatment 

for a new condition, an ongoing concern, or 

need a second opinion, the physicians of 

Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills are here 

for you.  We invite you to stop by and visit.

Mount Sinai 
Doctors 
Forest Hills
99-01 Queens Blvd.
Rego Park, NY 11374

Call for an appointment: 
866-964-9206

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills

CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS IN L.I.C.

PLAXALL.COM

PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR

LOCAL INSTITUTIONS:

C4Q

HOUR CHILDREN

HUNTERS POINT PARKS CONSERVANCY

JACOB A. RIIS NEIGHBORHOOD SETTLEMENT

LIC-A

LIC ARTS OPEN

LIC CULTURAL ALLIANCE

MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE

QUEENS COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

QUEENS MUSEUM

URBAN UPBOUND

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU 

DO FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

THE KIRBY, PFOHL, AND QUIGLEY FAMILIES

AND ALL OF US AT PLAXALL

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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Taking care of a loved one who 
is ill is diffi cult, time-consuming, 
and often heartbreaking 
labor. It takes a physical toll 
on those providing care, and 
for those caring for someone 
with memory loss, it also takes 
an emotional toll. And while 
many people make plans to eat 
healthier and be more active 
in the New Year, caregivers 
usually skip the resolution. 

“More than half of the caregivers we serve report high or very high 
levels of emotional stress,” says Sheila Williams, Program Director 
for Sunnyside Community Services. The program Ms. Williams’ 
directs, CARE NYC, focuses on caregivers whose loved ones have 
Alzheimer’s or dementia—an estimated 390,000 New Yorkers care 
for a loved one with these conditions. Caregivers often feel that 
even taking a little time for themselves is impossible, or selfi sh. They 
often forget their own needs, says Ms. Williams. 

Caregivers: This year, make a resolution that helps you take control, 
take care of yourself, and take a breather. Make 2018 better for you 
and your loved one.

1  Enjoy your time with your loved one. Share 
one fun activity with them each week. Make 
sure you balance stressful caregiving tasks 
with enjoyable ones. 

2  Stop feeling guilty when you take time for 
yourself. You must practice self-care to ensure 
you are rested and ready to care for your 
loved one.

3  Learn more about your loved one’s disease. 
Having the facts will make it easier to plan for 
the long-term. The support staff at Sunnyside 
Community Services suggest The Thirty-Six 
Hour Day as one book for caregivers seeking 
to learn more.

4  Join a support group, or seek out other caregivers. 
Finding others who share similar experiences 
can provide you with ideas and comfort.

5  Prioritize personal interests. Remember to 
emphasize parts of your life separate from 
your caregiving role.

6  Express yourself. It is understandable for 
caregivers to get frustrated, disappointed, 
and even depressed. When those feelings 
arise, tell someone.

7  Listen to your body. Don’t ignore signs that 
you’re getting worn down. When you’re 
healthy, you’re a better caregiver.

8  Do one thing for yourself or your loved 
one that you’ve been putting off; you will 
probably feel accomplished and gratifi ed 
after you’ve completed this task. 

9  Sleep more. Being well-rested keeps caregivers 
healthy and ready to face new challenges. 

10  Ask for help. There are organizations across 
New York City that exist to serve caregivers, 
including Sunnyside Community Services, 
which assists caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia in 
all fi ve boroughs. You can learn more about 
this free program by calling 877-577-9337.

10 New Year’s 
Resolutions 
For Caregivers

POLICE 

Blotter

FOREST HILLS — Police from the 
112th Precinct in Forest Hills were 
looking for a man who forcibly touched 
the groin of a 16-year-old girl.

The teenager was in the vicinity 
of Queens Boulevard and Yellowstone 
Boulevard Dec. 19, when a man ap-
proached her from behind and touched 
her groin, police said. The suspect fled 
on foot towards Jewel Avenue, accord-

ing to authorities.
Police released a sketch of the 

man, who is described as white, be-
tween 25 and 30 years of old, 5 feet 
7 inches tall and 150 pounds. The 
suspect has a light complexion, long 
black hair and he was last seen wear-
ing a black hat, black leather jacket 
with a bull or ram logo on the sleeve, 
police said.

Police release a sketch of a man they suspect fondled a 16-year-old girl in Forest Hills.
            NYPD

Man fondles teenage girl in Forest Hills: Cops

DUTCH KILLS — An 81-year-old man 
was fatally stuck by a car just blocks from 
his Dutch Kills home in December, police 
said.

Soliman Leano, who lived on 37th Av-
enue near 21st Street, was crossing 31st 
Street, when he was hit by a car traveling 
southbound on 31st Street across 37th 
Avenue around 9 p.m. Dec. 21, according 
to the NYPD.

The NYPD’s Highway District’s Colli-
sion Investigation Squad determined the 
34-year-old driver of a 2003 Chevrolet Sub-
urban had a green light when he struck 
Leano, knocking him to the ground just 

south of the crosswalk. The operator then 
swerved left and struck a support column 
for the elevated Astoria line subway be-
fore coming to a stop, investigators said.

Police from the 114th Precinct, re-
sponding to a 911 call of a motor vehicle 
collision, discovered Leano with trauma 
to the head and torso.

EMS responded to the scene and 
transported the victim to Cornell Hospi-
tal, where he was pronounced dead Fri-
day, Dec. 22, police said.

The driver remained at the scene, po-
lice said. There were no arrests and the 
investigation remained ongoing.

Senior struck and killed near Dutch Kills home

LITTLE NECK — Police were look-
ing for a suspect wanted in connection 
with a burglary in Little Neck Dec. 29.

Police said a man broke the glass 
front door of Pari’s Threading Salon, 
at 252-06 Northern Blvd., before steal-
ing $200 from the cash register and 

fleeing in an unknown direction in a 
silver minivan.

Police described the suspect as a 
man with a light complexion who was 
last seen wearing a light-colored hat, 
coat, pants and a face mask.

Little Neck threading salon burglarized: NYPD
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2Y2

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAPAPPPPYY1.75%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Justice depends on Mueller’s investigation
Assume Donald Trump, 

members of his family or any-
one else did not engage in any 
activities of collusion with the 
Russians to enhance his oppor-
tunity to defeat Hillary Clinton 
in the presidential election; did 
not engage in any activities that 
would fall into the realm of ob-
struction of justice; did not any 
time before the presidential 
election, during the election or 
after his inauguration commit 
any crimes.

If all of the above were found 
to be true, it is inconceivable 
that Robert S. Mueller, a profes-
sional of the highest order and 

a Republican to boot, would 
find otherwise. His findings 
would be fully accepted by the 
American people and all mem-
bers of Congress, and the case 
closed.

In view of the above, it defies 
common sense for Trump and 
some Republican members of 
Congress to attack the veracity 
of the FBI. and Mueller and for 
Trump to absurdly claim he can 
do whatever he wants with the 
Justice Department, all of which 
is calculated to undermine Mu-
eller and prevent him from con-
cluding the investigation.

To attempt to do so suggests 

strongly there may well be 
facts that do fall with the realm 
of illegality, justifying the in-
vestigation so the truth can be 
determined.

Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, 
a Republican, expressed confi-
dence in Mueller and said the 
best thing that can happen to 
the president and the country 
is to allow completion of the 
investigation. He is 100 percent 
correct, and in so doing, let 
right be done and justice pre-
vail.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing
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The message is loud and clear in Queens: 2018 is the 
year for women.

Across the nation women are mobilizing to fight sex-
ual harassment and discrimination that have burst out 
of the shadows onto the public stage following the lurid 
revelations about Hollywood movie producer Harvey 
Weinstein, who happens to be a Flushing native.

In Albany Senate Democratic Minority Leader An-
drea Stewart-Cousins led the Senate Democrats in pro-
posing legislation that would make lawmakers found 
guilty of sexual harassment pay for any settlements.  The 
Yonkers senator said the package of bills would combat 
harassment in both private and public sector workplac-
es, which she has experienced.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo introduced his own plan to har-
ness society’s revulsion at the recent acts by famous men 
demeaning women and impose a zero tolerance policy 
on such behavior throughout every government agency 
in New York state.

In California, a group of 300 high-powered Holly-
wood women launched an initiative called Time’s Up 
to empower working-class women in male-dominated 
workplaces to combat harassment and discrimination. 
The action was in response to criticism that the #Me-
Too movement, created for women to tell their stories 
of sexual abuse and harassment, overlooked blue collar 
women.

In Queens hip-hop mogul Russell Simmons has de-
nied accusations of sexual harassment by about a dozen 
women, but he stepped down from his businesses and the 
Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation, which donates to 
nonprofit groups and schools throughout the borough.

The Simmons case is an example of the collateral 
damage unleashed when one of our cultural heroes loses 
his footing.

The Hollis native was an inspiration to youth in 
southeast Queens and elsewhere in the borough. Wheth-
er he is found guilty or not, his star has been tarnished.

Queens has an impressive lineup of women fighting 
to protect women from predatory practices.

Corona’s Shandra Wowortuntu, who was born in In-
donesia and unwittingly brought to the United States as a 
sex slave, has founded an organization that helps rescue 
trafficked women.  Named to the U.S. Advisory Council 
of human trafficking by President Obama, she recently 
won the 2017 L’Oreal Paris Women of Worth award.

Narbara Chhetri, the director of a Woodside non-
profit, Adhikaar, promotes human rights for Nepalese 
women.

Tabitha Gamonski, director of Counseling at Queens 
Community House in Forest Hills, helps girls from 11 to 
18 develop their goals and a positive self-image.

She is preparing the next generation of women in 
Queens for a better future.
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READERS WRITE

Congratulations on Trump’s fi rst year
We celebrate President 

Trump’s first year of extraor-
dinary achievements. This is a 
joyous Christmas season and a 
Happy New Year for millions of 
Americans as we rejoice in the 
pinnacle of our freedom, pros-
perity, opportunity and dreams 
for the future. 

The historic tax cut, the 
most comprehensive reform of 
the U.S. tax system in 30 years, 
just passed by Republicans in 
Congress, was signed into law 
by the president on Friday, right 
before Christmas. $1.5 trillion 
in taxes will be cut for a vast 
majority of taxpayers except 
for some top earners in New 
York and other high-tax states. 
The “tax cuts for the wealthy” 
mantra of the Democrats has 
been thoroughly discredited, 
as working-class Americans 
stand to benefit the most with a 
doubling of the standard deduc-
tion, doubling of the child tax 
credit, and tax rate reductions 
across the board. Our jobs, fac-
tories and wealth, pushed over-
seas by the high anti-business 
corporate tax rate of 35 percent, 

will now come flooding back to 
our shores as the rate is slashed 
to 21 percent, making America 
the best investment for trillions 
of corporate dollars to return 
and grow into wealth for all 
Americans. 

The law of capital is simple. 
You can’t create wealth without 
capital. Tax cuts create instant 
capital! As if to dispel the false 
notion that tax cuts benefit only 
the rich greedy capitalists, and 
the hard-working Joes never 
see a dime, many companies an-
nounced they would be giving 
bonuses and wage hikes to their 
employees right after passage of 
tax reform. AT&T announced it 
will “pay a special $1,000 bonus 
to more than 200,000 AT&T 
U.S. employees” and will invest 
an additional $1 billion in the 
United States in 2018.  Com-
cast will give $1,000 bonuses to 
more than 100,000 employees 
and invest $50 billion over the 
next five years. Boeing, FedEx, 
Fifth Third Bancorp, and many 
other companies announced 
they will likewise be giving 
bonuses and wage hikes, and 

investing billions in the U.S. as 
a result of the tax reform bill. 
The president announced that 
abandoned factories will be re-
opening throughout America. 
There is a lot of yuletide cheer 
going around the country this 
Christmas season celebrating 
the new economic boom!

Besides celebrating the in-
credible economic news, we 
are rejoicing in the great an-
nouncement about Jerusalem, 
Israel’s eternal capital. Our 
righteous President Trump 
stood up alone for freedom and 
justice against the enemies of 
Israel and the West, proclaim-
ing the official recognition of 
Jerusalem as the capital of Is-
rael, and announced plans to 
move the embassy.

While 90 percent of TV 
coverage of Trump has been 
negative, this is a phenomenal 
moment in the history of our 
civilization, which has by-
passed the fake news media, ob-
sessed with the Trump-Russia 
collusion hoax, obstruction of 
justice claims, and the so-called 
hypocritical war on women. Ac-

cording to the Bible, Jerusalem 
has been the capital of Israel for 
3,000 years. Jerusalem is men-
tioned 669 times in the Bible, 
but not even once in the Quran. 
President Trump has answered 
the righteous call of the ages. 
He is standing up alone against 
a world that has lost its way, 
and is speaking out for truth 
and justice. President Trump is 
saving America, Israel and the 
free world from losing our way.

America is grateful to our 
president as well for the in-
credible stock market surge, 
which keeps hitting all-time 
highs. The economic news 
keeps breaking records as 
the unemployment rate is at 
a 17-year low, the jobs market 
is booming with 40,000 new 
manufacturing jobs in No-
vember — the largest number 
in the history of that metric. 
Blue-collar wages are rising, 
consumer confidence is at an 
all-time high, and the gross 
domestic product has been 
consistently over 3 percent, 
when it fell short of 2.5 per-
cent during most of the past 

eight years of Obama’s presi-
dency. ISIS has been defeated 
in Syria and Iraq, illegal 
border crossings are down 
70 percent, ICE agents broke 
records rounding up nearly 
800 MS-13 gang members, and 
more than 50 bills were signed 
into law, including such vital 
ones such as the Veterans Af-
fairs Accountability Act, and 
rolling back Obama’s regula-
tory stranglehold, which has 
businesses cheering.

President Trump has scored 
incredible achievements in his 
first year, making good on his 
campaign promises. We are 
winning. America is back! Don-
ald Trump may be one of our 
greatest American presidents. 
Our hearty congratulations 
go to our president in his first 
year in office! There is much to 
celebrate this holiday season. 
Wishing you and your families 
a safe and Happy New Year!

Phil Orenstein
Queens Village

Queens Village Republican 
Club

Railway needs could delay Islanders’ arena
There is more to “Islanders 

arena on tap near Belmont Race 
Track: Cuomo” (Mark Hallum, 
Dec. 22) when it comes to Gov. 
Cuomo’s promise of significant 
increases in Long Island Rail 
Road service to coincide with 
the Islanders stadium’s planned 
opening by 2020 at Belmont 
Park, which may be unrealsitic.  

Conversion of the Belmont 
Park LIRR Station and other 
capital improvements to provide 
improved and more frequent off-
peak service to and from the 
future arena may take three to 
five years. You may just end up 
with off-peak shuttle service be-
tween the Jamaica and Belmont 
Park LIRR stations. The real 
challenge will be trying to pro-
vide full-time rush hour service 
in both directions.  This may 
not be possible until 2032. There 
is also the need for a bus termi-
nal to accomidate NICE, New 
York City Transit and private 
charter bus operators who may 
establish new routes for serving 
Belmont Arena.

It will be several more years 
before the LIRR completes 

upgrading interlockings and 
signals adjacent to Jamaica Sta-
tion. East Side Access to Grand 
Central Terminal will not be 
completed until 2023. New 
equipment to expand the cur-
rent fleet needs to be delivered. 
Amtrak may delay the start of 
work by six years from 2019 to 
2025 for work on the East River 
tunnels.  

Remember, only one of 
four East River tunnels can be 
worked on at a time.  This will 
result in a direct reduction in 
rush hour service.  It will take 
one to two years to finish work 
on each tunnel. As a result, this 
project may not be completed 
until 2032.  

Initiation of LIRR East Side 
Access to Penn Station means 
the end of direct service to At-
lantic Terminal in Brooklyn.  
This will be replaced by a scoot 
service to Jamaica.  This means 
change at Jamaica for riders to 
and from Brooklyn.

Based upon all of the above, 
there is may be little capacity 
for LIRR increase of new ser-
vice including to Belmont Park, 

especially during rush hours.
There is no room to run ad-

ditional trains in or out of Penn 
Station during either a.m. or 
p.m. rush hours via the East 
River tunnels with connections 
to Long Island. This has been 
the case for decades. Three of 
four tunnels running inbound 
during a.m. and outbound p.m. 
rush hours have very tight spac-
ing between trains. One tun-
nel is shared by the LIRR, New 
Jersey Transit and Amtrak for 
reverse train movements, with 
equally tight spacing during 
rush hours. There is no plat-
form capacity at Penn Station 
to accommodate any additional 
trains during the rush hour. 
Penn Station is currently op-
erating at 100 percent capacity 
during  rush hours. If one of the 
four tunnels is temporarily out 
of service, the result is numer-
ous delays and cancellation of 
trains.

There are other competing 
new services looking for nonex-
istent rush hour Penn Station 
platform, track and East River 
tunnel capacity in coming years. 

Metro-North wants to begin ser-
vice at a cost of $700 million plus 
from the east Bronx via the Hell 
Gate Bridge and Harold Inter-
locking in Sunnyside Queens 
to Penn Station after December 
2023 to coincide with LIRR’s 
move into Grand Central Ter-
minal.  Metro-North also has fu-
ture plans ($200 million) to run 
additional service from Pough-
keepsie and other Hudson Line 
stations via the Amtrak Empire 
Corridor Hudson Line using 
tracks on Manhattan’s West 
Side.  The LIRR has invested 
$450 million to complete double 
tracking on the Ronkonkoma 
branch. Once Main Line Third 
Track is completed at a cost of 
$2.6 billion, the LIRR plans to 
expand Ronkonkoma branch 
Penn Station rush hour service.  
Gov. Cuomo also wants to pro-
vide new frequent 24/7 direct 
LIRR service on the Port Wash-
ington branch between Penn 
Station and Mets-Willets Point 
station.  This is to support his 
$1-billion-plus La Guardia Air-
Train. Additional service from 
Grand Central Terminal to 

Mets-Willets Point station may 
also begin once LIRR East Side 
Access to Grand Central Termi-
nal is completed.

Many Rockaway Queens 
residents want restoration of 
LIRR service on the old Rock-
away Beach branch, which sus-
pended service in 1962. (Today 
NYC Transit runs the A subway 
along a significant portion of the 
old LIRR right of way.)  Amtrak 
(Northeast Corridor between 
Washington and Boston along 
with Empire Service north to 
Albany and Buffalo) and New 
Jersey Transit have future 
plans to expand service in and 
out of Penn Station.

The ongoing $1.6 billion 
Moynihan Train Hall station 
project fails to add new tracks or 
platforms at Penn Station. This 
results in no capacity increase 
for adding any additional new 
rush hour Amtrak, New Jersey 
Transit, LIRR or future new 
Metro-North trains to serve 
Penn Station.

Larry Penner
Great Neck
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The Queens Civic Con-
gress Inc. is a registered 
New York State non-profit 
organization representing 
more than 100 civic associa-
tions and other community 
organizations in Queens 
County. 

 In the November 2017 
newsletter, The Congressio-
nal, Bob Friedrich , presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
Coop and co-chairperson of 
the Queens Civic Congress, 
published a letter against 
tolls on our East River cross-
ings.

The letter warns that “the 
Robber ‘toll’ Barons are com-
ing for you.”  Due to the need 
to repair the aging subway 
system, the governor seems 

to want to put tolls on our 
East River crossings to pro-
vide a sustainable revenue 
stream.  A few years ago this 
was stopped by the state Leg-
islature. A past plan for con-
gestion pricing had sought a 
toll on vehicles which went 
below 60th Street in Man-
hattan.

In the past enough people 
had opposed the proposals 
to kill them.  One complaint 
was the pollution that would 
be caused from vehicles stop-
ping at toll booths. However, 
new license plate scanners 
mean that vehicles don’t 
have to stop. 

One reason to oppose a 
toll is the cost, which had 
been proposed at $8. If any 
new proposal used the same 
rate, then it could cost $8 
to cross a bridge or tunnel, 
then $8 to go into the busi-
ness district below 60th 
street unless $8 was charged 
to go further north, then the 
same amount to retrace your 
trip.  Friedrich calculated 

this at $32 for one trip if the 
toll was set at $8. 

But wait, any rate such 
as $6 or $8 or $10 would only 
be temporary.  The govern-
ment would raise it year af-
ter year. Do you remember 
when the subway fair was 
35 cents? Well, I remember 
when it was 5 cents a ride.   
We all know that any toll 
will not stay at the original 
rate, but will rise and rise 
and rise as has happened on 
current bridges and tunnels 
.

Too many parts of the 
city have poor public trans-
portation so people need a 
car to get around easily and 
not spend two hours riding 
the buses and trains to go to 
work.  If one has to bring a 
car into the city, then a $30 
or $40 garage fee will really 
raise the cost of going to 
work or visiting a doctor or 
going to a show or concert.

Friedrich wrote that we 
have been charged fees for 
several items to provide that 

sustainable revenue source 
in the past.  There was a 
$15 NYC Auto Use Tax, then 
there was the $30 Metropoli-
tan Commuter Supplemen-
tal Registration Fee for all 
registered vehicles, then the 
MTA sales tax surcharge 
added to the sales tax, and 
then a 50 cent taxi surcharge 
on every cab ride.  

Get ready. If the governor 
tries to add tolls, then be 
ready to complain. 

Civics are concerned 
that “hot spots” could be 
flooded by a new Sandy

Civic leaders met with 
legislators and city officials 
to visit “hot spots” where a 
new Super Storm like Sandy 
could cause f looding due to a 
storm surge.

There was a call for pos-
sible rock jetties, berms, 
storm walls, bulkheads, 
sand replacement, and off-
shore reefs in places such 
as Broad Channel, Breezy 

Point, and Rockaway. It 
seems that nothing has been 
built in the five years since 
Sandy, although I believe 
many houses have been 
raised on stilts.

Queens Civic Congress 
leaders were present at this 
event.  We should be able 
to continue living in these 
areas for years to come if 
we just do some preven-
tive building.  On the other 
hand, someday we may have 
to prohibit some building 
in areas which continually 
f lood like the Army Corps 
of Engineers did in certain 
areas along the Mississippi 
River. 

Additional information 
on bus lanes 

In my column on the SBS 
lanes a couple of weeks ago 
I forgot to mention that if 
the city would only enforce 
no parking in current bus 
stops, then the regular buses 
could travel faster.                             

QCC opposes plans to put tolls on E. River crossings
COLUMNS

Prior to Queen Elizabeth II 
there were two British queens 
who led the nation in success-
ful encounters.

The two British queens 
were Queen Elizabeth I and 
Queen Victoria. Queen Eliza-
beth I ruled England in the 
latter part of the 16th century 
from 1558 to 1603. Queen Vic-
toria ruled England during 
most of the 19th century from 
1837 to 1901.

The event that stands out 
most in the career of Queen 
Elizabeth I was the battle 
between the British and the 
Spanish Armada in 1588.

Britain’s decisive victory 
in that battle against the Span-
ish made them a world power, 

which continues to this day. 
During the reign of Queen 

Victoria, Great Britain ex-
panded its possessions and 
brought under its control 
mass areas of land in Africa, 
the Middle East and the Far 
East. It has been said that the 
sun never sets on the British 
Empire.

That was true in terms of 
Great Britain controlling or 
influencing almost one third 
of the world’s population dur-
ing that period of time.

The British were especial-
ly proud of their conquest and 
control of India. It was consid-
ered their most valuable pos-
session and the British upper 
classes always referred to the 
possessions as being under 
the control of their queen.  
Queen Elizabeth I and Queen 
Victoria were two of the most 
powerful rulers that the Brit-
ish ever had in their history.

When we look at the British 
government, it has been said 
in recent years, especially 
since the end of World War II, 

that the British monarchy has 
no official power and is just a 
figurehead.

That is not true from the 
standpoint that the English 
prime minister meets with 
the queen on a monthly basis 
and informs her of the policies 
that the government is pursu-
ing. If there are any major pol-
icies, especially foreign policy 
that is being adopted by the 
British cabinet that she does 
not like, she lets her views be 
known.

The British prime minister 
and his/her cabinet are reluc-
tant to pursue any policies 
that have strong opposition 
from the monarchy.

When we look at the execu-
tive branch of the British gov-
ernment, we see a combination 
of monarchy and democracy. 
In the United States we came 
close to having a monarchy af-
ter the Revolutionary War.

A group of American Army 
officers wanted to make Gen. 
George Washington, a king.  
He rejected that proposal and 

instead became president. 
Had he elected to become 
king, he would have become 
King George I, but it never 
happened.

The closest thing that com-
pares to a monarchy is our 
Supreme Court, which is non-
elected and appointed for life, 
and for many of them terms of 
30 to 40 years on the Supreme 
Court. The Supreme Court 
has grown in power since it 
first came into being. 

Concerning the British 
government, it is difficult to 
find a people like the British 

who support their monarchy 
as strongly as they do.

Both the United States and 
Great Britain have done well 
under their democratic forms 
of government, and hopefully 
will continue to do so.

It is in the interest of the 
Western world for both gov-
ernments to succeed. It will 
be of interest to see when we 
have a woman president one 
day as to how she will com-
pare to the British queens and 
prime ministers. They have 
certainly done well for Great 
Britain.

Britain shaped by its leading women monarchs

Bob
Harris
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.
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BY KATHLEEN WARNOCK

Gay City News

I don’t want to say “I told you 
so.” But I told you so: that Doug 
Jones was going to win the spe-
cial election for the U.S. Senate 
in Alabama.

I knew this about a week 
before the election, because I 
looked at what I saw in front of 
me and made an educated guess 
based on strong indications that 
Jones would win by three or 
four points. So, I was a little off 
there.

During the run-up to the 
primaries for Jeff Sessions’ va-
cant seat, I looked to see who the 
Democratic candidates were. 
I lived in Alabama for a while 
and still keep an eye on the poli-
tics there.

I could find little coverage 
of who was running, except on 
AL.com (the Birmingham News 
website), where I started follow-
ing some of the writers on poli-
tics and parsing the comments 
sections. There were lively 
debates between hard-core Re-
publicans and ornery, indepen-
dent folks who called a terrible 
candidate (Roy Moore) a terrible 
candidate. Also, remember for 
every foaming-at-the-mouth lu-
natic in the comments section, 
there are at least 10 reasonable 
people out there making their 
own decisions.

Then I looked up Doug Jones 
and thought: this guy is an ex-
cellent candidate. He’s put away 
KKK terrorists and has had a 
long and distinguished career. 
After Moore won the GOP pri-
mary, I looked at the polls and 
thought: Jones is within strik-
ing distance.

Then the horrid candidate 
turned toxic, and I knew that a 
lot of people weren’t going to say 
it publicly, but they weren’t go-
ing to vote for him. I thought: if 
Jones plays it just right, he will 
win. (I also suspect that Coach 
Nick Saban was the selected 
protest candidate for Alabama 
Republicans who couldn’t bring 
themselves to vote for Moore or 
Jones. That is, Alabama football 
is indirectly responsible for a 
Democratic senator. Roll Tide.)

As I was fretting about how 
I could get involved, a friend 
of mine, like me a resident of 
Queens, added me to a private 
group made up of people who 
wanted to help Jones win. And 
so I joined a crowd that stretched 
across the country, with a core 
of blue Alabamians. The group 

grew to over 4,000 people. Our 
goal: to flip Alabama blue.

There was some shuffling 
back and forth at first, and the 
Yankees figured out real quick 
that we had to listen to what the 
Alabamians were telling us and 
find ways to help from where we 
were. Making contributions to 
the campaign was just the be-
ginning.

I was reluctant to phone-
bank, because I felt like my 
accent would be more of a hin-
drance than a help. So I did 
other things.

The actions our group took 
also included postcard-writing 
(hundreds of thousands were 
sent to Alabama from all over 
the country), connecting groups 
on the ground with each other, 
passing along important news, 
anticipating and planning for 
voter suppression, sending cof-
fee and donuts to people rallying 
in Montgomery, renting dozens 
of vans to drive voters to the 
polls, making sure people knew 
where and by when to register, 
posting, tweeting, and sharing 

information everywhere, and 
using our social media skills to 
micro-target voters and create 
sharable memes and videos.

I was thrilled to keep discov-
ering more of the many well-
organized grassroots groups 
in Alabama taking charge of 
things. Just like in the rest of 
the country, there are people on 
the ground in Alabama fight-
ing hard for their lives, and 
our group buzzed with activity. 
As we all communicated with 
one another, sharing strategies 
and actions, I became aware of 
a huge knowledge gap between 
the people working on the cam-
paign and the journalists who 
were covering it.

There were relatively few 
stories about Jones in the main-
stream media, though AL.com 
covered him. The pundits and 
concern trolls were still certain 
that Jones wasn’t a good enough 
candidate, that he didn’t “ap-
peal” to the African-American 
voters (a point of view offered 
almost exclusively by white 
commentators), that the turnout 

would be low — with an unmis-
takable subtext that basically 
the people of Alabama were too 
stupid to vote for Jones.

I saw every day how smart 
and dedicated the leaders of our 
group were. The Alabamians 
knew their people and how to 
reach them. The legal and inter-
net experts answered questions 
and created tools. They were 
black and white, expats posting 
from afar, other Southerners 
pulling for their fellows south of 
the Mason-Dixon line. And I be-
came convinced that Jones not 
just could, but would win.

I didn’t see this reflected at 
all in the media and realized 
that when Jones did win, the 
pundits would all have to back-
track and Yankeesplain how it 
happened. (I was given kudos 
for my coining of the term “Yan-
keesplain.”)

Some commenters on 
AL.com indicated that they 
didn’t just despise Moore, but 
they liked what Jones had to 
say, his platform, the things he 
wanted to bring to Alabama.

Around me, I saw friends 
lamenting that Moore would 
surely win, with some wishing 
they could do more. (And so I 
added them to the group.) In the 
days just before the election, 
I pronounced publically that 
I thought it would be a Demo-
cratic win. When some people 
scoffed, I made a bet with a good 
friend of mine. We will gladly 
toast the winner when she treats 
me to dinner.

On Election Day, I woke feel-
ing confident. A friend of mine 
posted that she needed some-
thing to do… I hooked her up 
with a phone bank, and she spent 

the day calling people. When I 
got home, I found a Doug Jones 
button in the mail, sent to me by 
one of my new Alabama friends. 
I spent the evening refreshing 
the browser and in our group we 
alternately freaked out, cheered, 
supported each other, and burst 
into happy dances, memes, and 
then pandemonium when the 
race was finally called.

There are some damn fine 
people in Alabama. And they 
changed things.

The next day I proudly wore 
my “Doug Jones for Senate” but-
ton, and our group was filled 
with more celebration, but also 
discussion of what happens 
next. People posted links to 
other groups, making lists of 
other seats that could be flipped, 
women running for office, plans 
to hold Jones to his promises.

One member suggested that 
everyone make a donation to a 
group that helped Jones win, 
and I made a contribution to 
Equality Alabama, “in memory 
of Roy Moore’s Senate cam-
paign.” Because revenge is a 
dish best eaten cold.

I’m already in a group that’s 
working to flip another South-
ern state I used to live in. I’ve 
added some of my high school 
classmates and expats, and I am 
checking out the races. Prima-
ries start next month there.

My state of worry and de-
spair — based on real world 
happenings — has eased. I 
guess you could say activism is 
self-care. And winning is a cure 
for hopelessness.

Gay City News is our sister 
publication in the Community 
Newspaper Group.

Kathleen Warnock, a writer and longtime lesbian activist, 
found a way to help the right candidate win in Alabama. 

Photo courtest of Kathleen Warnock

Stepping up for Doug Jones in Queens
Activist savors outcome of special Senate election in Alabama, her former home state

Kathleen Warnock’s souvenir Doug Jones button sent along by her 
Alabama ally Ashleigh A. White. Photo courtesy of Kathleen Warnock
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

BY BILL PARRY

 The New York Rangers were not the 
only winners on New Year’s Day, when 
they beat the Buffalo Sabres in overtime, 
3-2, in the NHL’s Winter Classic at Citi 
Field before a sold-out crowd of 42,000 
very chilly spectators.

Materials for the Arts, the Long Is-
land City-based program of the city’s 
Department of Cultural Affairs that sup-
ports thousands of nonprofit organiza-
tions with arts programming and public 
schools throughout the city, is receiving 
the nearly 18,000 square feet of plywood 
that was used to build the outdoor hock-
ey rink. The wood is a donation from the 
NHL.

The wood, which will be delivered to 
Material for the Arts’ 35,000-square-foot 
warehouse at 33-00 Northern Blvd. by 
the end of the week, will end up at a sur-
prising destination that has little to do 
with art, however. 

“We contacted our member organi-
zations to see what there needs are and 
decided to send it on to the city’s Depart-
ment of Sanitation,” said Harriet Taub, 
Materials for the Arts’ executive direc-
tor. “They are one of our city agency 
partners, and they said they could use 
the wood to bulk up their salt sheds and 
domes. 

“I guess you could say we can think 
of salt sheds as a work of art. We are arts-
oriented, but we are multifaceted, and 
the big thing here is the reuse. It would 
be such a shame for all of this clean 
wood, with no nails, to end up in a land-
fill somewhere.”

Materials for the Arts collects un-
needed items from businesses and in-
dividuals and finds where they can be 
useful.

“If it wasn’t Sanitation, we would 
have gone to the Parks Department,” 

Taub said. “We’re like the 40-year-old 
matchmaker. We just move it along to an 
organization in need, and our network 
is pretty deep. We put the haves together 
with the have-nots, and we’re not people 
who say no.”

Recycle Track Systems, a 3-year-old 
Manhattan-based waste and recycling 
management technology company, was 
contacted by the NHL.

“We have a relationship with Citi 
Field and the Mets, so there was a connec-
tion made with the NHL,” Recycle Track 
CEO Greg Lettieri said. “They wanted to 
recycle as much of the material from the 
Winter Classic as they could. Materials 
for the Arts has been one of our partners 
for three years, and when there’s an op-
portunity to donate reusable material to 
them, that is our preference.”

Lettieri, whose family lives in Ozone 
Park, where his father attended John Ad-
ams High School, envisions a long rela-
tionship with Materials for the Arts.

“Some of our clients will have high-
end office furniture or lighting fixtures, 
and we always check with Materials for 
the Arts to see if we can donate the ma-
terial to them,” Lettieri said. “They’ve 
been a great partner for us, absolutely.”

Materials for the Arts doesn’t just 
provide a way for companies and indi-
viduals to donate unneeded supplies to 
thousands of nonprofit organizations 
and schools. It also offers a wide variety 
of events, workshops and classes to help 
people see and experience creative reuse 
up close.

“Not for nothing, but we’ve been do-
ing this for 40 years,” Taub said with a 
laugh. “We were green back when green 
was just a color.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Winter Classic wood
goes to LIC arts team

The plywood used to build the rink for the NHL’s Winter Classic at Citi Field is going to the 
Long Island City-based Materials for the Arts. Photo by Michael Shain 
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

WINTER CLASSIC: HAVE AN ICE DAY Photos by Bruce Adler

The Jewel Performing Arts dancers go through their pre-performance ritual at the Afrikan 
Poetry Theatre’s Kwanzaa festival at Amazura Concert Hall in Jamaica.

Some hearty souls brave the cold in the stadium parking lot for hockey table games and 
NHL play. Teeth-chattering weather kept the pregame crowds down.

Temperatures hovered near single digits for the Fan Fest outside Citi Field just before the 
NHL Winter Classic game between the New York Rangers and the Buffalo Sabres.

KWANZAA CELEBRATION IN JAMAICA Photos by Nat Valentine

THREE KINGS DAY CROWNS CORONA Photos by Michael Shain

At his annual Three Kings Day celebration In Corona, U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (l.) preps the cast — Mary, 
Joseph and the wise men — for a toy handout at the Queens Library branch on 104th Street.

El Día De Los Reyes has a long history in Spanish culture, the celebration of the Magi finding 
the Jesus in Bethlehem and bringing gifts. Hence, the tradition of giving gifts to the children. 

Lighting a new candle each night for the seven days of Kwanzaa is a tradition of the pan-
African holiday.  
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Happy

CLARKS
Available in Black/Brown 
B-D-EEE-6-16
All day comfort guaranteed

ERIC COMFORT SHOES ~ QUEENS VILLAGE
Holiday Sale & Lowest Prices Of The Season Guaranteed! The Home Of The World’s Finest Footwear!!!

QUALITY SHOES | DISCOUNT PRICES | WINTER CLEARANCE
$30 OFF

ECCO
B-D-EEE-6-16
All day comfort guaranteed

SAS-LIBERTY
Available in Black/Brown 

Slip resistant with comfort system

TOE
WARMERS
SHELTER
M-W-XW-4-13 
Waterproof/Warm

$30 OFF

BLONDO
M-W-XW-4-13 

Available

100’s
of Styles
$75 OFF

TIMBERLAND PRO
Wide widths available

UP TO
 40%OFF

WANDERLUST DANETTE

$110 
NOW
$6999

SAS TRAVELER

N-M-W-XW-4-13

TROTTERS DANELLE
N-M-W-WW-4-13

$20 OFF All Boots
up to
60% Off

718-465-2860
Near Springfi eld Boulevard

516-877-2002
Jericho Turnpike West to Hillside Ave. (25B)

www.ericshoes.com



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 5–11, 201822    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

47-05 104th Street, Corona, NY 11368
Tel: 718-699-8886   Fax: 718-699-8883

OUR PROGRAMS

Hours of Operations: 8am-6pm

2:45pm-6pm

Pick-up available in Corona area

Summer Camp available

Delicious ideas for your special day

Let us help you 
make your wedding 
truly memorable. 

FAVORS
THE DESSERT TABLE

CENTERPIECES

Contact us to schedule your personalized consultation, or a private
tasting of our freshly-crafted Dipped Fruit™ today!

718-380-2300
69-21 164 Street, Suite 4, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and other marks mentioned herein are registered 
trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. © 2016 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

Follow Us

98-18 Rockaway Blvd. | Ozone Park, NY 11417 | Tel: 718-843-5553 | Fax: 718-843-4443
email: Bowl360nyc@gmail.com website: bowl360.nyc

Live DJ
Friday 

& Saturday 
Nights

(after 9pm)

Parties
Children 

&
Adult Parties

Available

Karaoke
Friday Nights
(after 9pm)
In the 360 

Lounge

BIRTHDAY PARTY | CAMP and SCHOOL PACKAGES

All Parties Include 2 Hours of Bowling Shoe Rental, 

Soda or Juice & Party Ware

Includes: Party Host, 2 Selections from Our Menu

Menu Choices: Cheese Pizza, Hot Dogs, Chicken Tenders, 

Mac & Cheese Bites, Classic Fries, Mozzarella Stiks, 

Onion Rings

PERFECT GAME!!! | $25.99 per child

SUPER GAME XXX | $25.99 per child

TEN PIN PACKAGE | $21.99 per child

Includes: Party Host, 2 Selections from Our Menu and Ice Cream

Menu Choices: Cheese Pizza, Hot Dogs, Chicken Tenders, 

Mac & Cheese Bites, Classic Fries, Mozzarella Stiks, Onion Rings

Includes: Party Host, and Cheese Pizza

of bowling

FREE
With coupon only.

Offer expires 1/31/18
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Happy
2018!
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:01/05/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,888
‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#34718, 23,114 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGS

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS
STARTING

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!AS 
LOW 
AS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 01/05/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#35990, 39,600 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
'13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19,606 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42,750 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
'16 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#30539, 24,654 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#37193, 32,181 mi.

$24,600BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHHEREREREROKOKOKOKEEEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$12,995
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$20,888
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Just under the wire, a new traffic signal at 150th Place and Northern Boulevard promised 
by the end of the year, is installed. State Sen. Toby Stavisky was there when electrical 
workers finished the job.  Courtesy of State Sen. Stavisky

The firefghters at Ladder 311 in Springfield Gardens went on 
Twitter to say their firehouse dog of the last 11 years, Yayo, 
has died.  Twitter 

Talk about bad timing. The boilers at Redfern Houses in Far Rockaway are restored after a breakdown, and Councilman 
Donovan Richards (second from l.) gets a look at the fixes.  Twitter

The fledgling Kissena Democratic Club, founded in April to increase the visibility of Asian-
Americans in the party, celebrates its first year with Assemblywoman Nily Rozic and U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng. Twitter 

Leadership at one of Queens' oldest and largest family-
owned businesses, Mr. T Carting of Ridgewood, is changing. 
Peter Toscano Sr. handed over control of the firm to his son 
Peter Jr., (pictured), a St. John's University-trained lawyer, 
effective New Year's Day.  Courtesy of Mr. T Carting

Bob Holden, the sole Republican to take a seat on the City Council from a sitting Democrat, is sworn in at City Hall just be-
fore New Year’s. The Middle Village activist is one of three new members of the Council’s Queens delegation — along with 
Francisco Moya of Corona and Adrienne Adams of South Jamaica. Courtesy of Council member Holden
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City’s clean water earns a fi ltration waiver
BY GINA MARTINEZ

After the success of the 
watershed program that has 
provided New Yorkers with 
high quality tap water, the city 
Department of Environmental 
Protection announced a new 10-
year filtration waiver. 

DEP said it had received 
a 10-year waiver, known as a 
Filtration Avoidance Determi-
nation, to continue delivering 
unfiltered drinking water from 
its Catskill and Delaware water 
supply systems to New Yorkers 
in all five boroughs. According 
to Mayor Bill de Blasio, the city 
will commit an estimated $1 
billion over the next decade to 
comply with the FAD waiver by 
administering programs that 
protect the upstate reservoirs 
and the watershed lands that 
surround them.

“This confirms what every 
New Yorker knows: We have 
some of the cleanest and best 
tap water in the world,” he said. 
“I would like to thank the 6,000 
city employees who made this 
possible by working tirelessly 
to operate, maintain and protect 
our water sources.”

The city’s watershed pro-
tection programs have been 
praised as a worldwide model 
for safeguarding the quality of 
drinking water at its source. 
The Catskill and Delaware 
systems comprise the largest 
unfiltered water supply in 

the United States, delivering 
about 90 percent of New York 
City’s water everyday. Tests 
have shown that water from 
these two systems continue  to 
meet the stringent criteria re-
quired to avoid filtration. The 
Croton System, which sup-

plies 10 percent of the city’s 
water became filtered in 2015. 
Combined the three reser-
voirs provide about 1.1 billion 
gallons of water a day to 8.5 
million consumers in the five 
boroughs  and another 1 mil-
lion people in four counties 

north of the City.
The success of the water-

shed program has allowed the 
city to avoid the construction 
of a costly filtration plant for its 
Catskill and Delaware supplies, 
which could cost more than $10 
billion to construct and up-
wards of $100 million to operate 
each year. 

DEP Commissioner Vincent 
Sapienza said the renewal of the 
city’s filtration waiver under-
scores that the five boroughs 
have some of the highest qual-
ity and best protected drinking 
water in the world and it is not 
by accident. 

“Since the city received its 
first filtration waiver in the 
early 1990s, we have protected 
open space around our reser-
voirs, invested in wastewater 
upgrades, forged partnerships 
with watershed farmers, and 
focused considerable attention 
on the forests, streams and wet-
lands that comprise the natu-
ral infrastructure of our water 
supply.” he said. 

 
Reach Gina Martinez by e-

mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

A young girl drinks from a NYC Water water fountain. Photo Courtesy NYC Water

©2017 New York Lottery. You must be 18 or older to purchase a lottery ticket. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For help with problem gambling, call 1-877-8-HOPE-NY or text HOPENY (467369). nylottery.ny.gov

Odds of 
winning  Take 5? 

1 in 9.

Odds of getting 
enough sleep? 
1 in yawn.
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Watch closely. This is going to be an 
exciting year for New York City’s diverse 
arts scene.

As always, there’s a lot going on — 
new things to experience. And a creative 
movement, is underway in Queens. It’s 
called TheNYCGrind, and it is catching 
on.

Whether you’re a passionate guitar 
player, a hip folk-rock band, an inspired 
canvas painter, a break dancer, a poet, 
a budding soul singer, a beat boxer or a 
freestyler,  you, too, can take part in this 
dynamic arts crusade, like others who 
have joined a network of hundreds of tal-
ented creatives.

Providing the platform and audience 
for those who love to perform and create, 
The Grind helps artists of all kinds get lots 

of exposure. It hosts compelling events 
at a variety of venues, where New York-
ers can, for example, view and purchase 
artwork while enjoying unusual perfor-
mances for reasonable ticket prices. 

“Our past shows have grown exponen-
tially,” said Grind founder Safiel Vonay, a 
local artist who put her idea in motion in 
2012. “Our Grind Bash back in May was 
a packed-out event. We had a plethora of 
artists, from live tattoo art to live body 
painting by Jay Creations,  phenomenal 
music performances from local up and 
coming bands, and live dance battles.”

About a week before Christmas, 70 or 
so artists took part in The Grind’s Ultra 
Art Bash, having their works displayed 
at Q Studios LIC, a photography and vid-
eo space at 21-38 44th Road in Long Island 
City. While taking in the artwork, attend-

Continued on Page 33

TheNYCGrind started out as a small open mic in a church basement. With time, 
the events grew and The Grind has become one of the city's biggest arts experiences.
 Photo by Nelson Medina

NYC 
GRIND

Movement offers chance for aspiring 
artists to follow their dreams

TH
E 
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Answers in Sports

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

A Charlie Brown Christmas — Join Charlie 
Brown and his Peanuts gang in this heart-
warming holiday musical based on the 
beloved animated TV special. Watch the 
gang as they dig past the commercialized 
gimmicks of presents and decorations to 
rediscover the true meaning of Christmas. 
Through a pageant and a spindly tree, 
Charlie Brown and friends bring the holiday 
spirit back to life for families once again.
When: Dec. 21 - Dec. 30, at 7 p.m.; Jan. 3 - 
Jan. 6 at 7 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18 for adults ($20 at the door); $10 for 
children 17 and under ($12.50 at the door)
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker. All she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. 
Her Mom and Dad, Queen Patience and King 
Loadsadough, want her to focus on her 
Princess duties. Luckily, her four maids, the 

Chancellor and Lady-in-Waiting are on hand 
to help make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 13, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for children; $40 for 
family of four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play revolves 
around Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue on 
a mission to find his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly. Armed with an endearing 
crew of misfits, Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword fights, and 
plenty of audience interaction.
When: Saturday, Jan. 27, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

For more theater listings, 
visit us at TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coffee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and 
a Domestic Bottle Beer $5.00

BY MERLE EXIT

You may recall the 
Lindy hop from the 
1940s and ‘50s, with 
hoop skirts and songs 
like “Rock Around the 
Clock” by Bill Haley & 
His Comets. This dance 
craze actually began in 
the 1920s and flourished 
in the Swing era of jazz 
and Big Band greats 
like Duke Ellington and 
Benny Goodman.  

Project Connect, a 
group devoted to swing 
dancing, is bringing 
back the original in “Sa-
voy! Dancing Through 
the Swing Era” on Jan. 
14 at 2 p.m. at Flush-
ing Town Hall. Akemi 
Kinukawa, the founder 
of Project Connect, is 
the lead choreographer 
and a dancer in the 
show.

“I actually discov-
ered this dance 17 years 

ago in Washington, 
D.C., where a couple 
was teaching these ath-
letic steps and I then 
formed a passion for 
it,” said Kinukawa, who 
lives in Astoria. “The 
beauty of the Lindy hop 
is that you can create 
the dance itself in your 
own way.” 

Project Connect, a 
nonprofit group, brings 
the Lindy hop to places 
like nursing homes in 
the city.  At this public 
performance, the audi-
ence is invited to sing 
and dance along with 
the performers.

As a culmination, 
the audience may join 
in a historic line dance, 
the Shim Sham, to cel-
ebrate the joy of dance 
and music. At the Sa-
voy Ballroom in Har-
lem, where the Lindy 
hop gained early fame, 
some Lindy hoppers 

did the Shim Sham, a 
tap routine, as a group 
line dance, without the 
taps. A bunch of danc-
ers would just jump 
up and start doing the 
Shim Sham on the side 
of the ballroom, over in 
the corner.

Turning to the sub-
ject of art, here is your 
chance to be creative by 
using sand art at a fam-
ily workshop.  Artist 
Borja González will of-
fer instruction in work-
ing with sand, first on 
paper, then on a small-
scale light table, on Jan. 
20 at 1 p.m. Ticket-hold-
ers can then attend the 
artist’s 2:15 p.m. show. 

González uses two 
types of sand, one from 
the Gobi Desert in Chi-
na and the other from 
the Sahara. “It is a very 
fine sand type, and its 
characteristics are 
perfect for drawing,” 

González said.
He draws in the sand 

with only one thing: his 
hands. “Maybe with 
some tool, you can make 
beautiful drawings, but 
when I’m on stage, act-
ing, I need to feel the 
sand in my hands to be 
able to express myself,” 
he said. 

González, a native of 
Spain, began his sand 
art career 14 years ago. 
At first, he was a circus 
acrobat.  “Later on, I 

began to assemble my 
two passions on stage, 
plastic and performing 
arts,” he said. “I paint-
ed pictures doing acro-
batic movements.”

Then he came across 
a video of an artist do-
ing drawings with sand, 
and it was love at first 
sight. “The next day, I 
began to work on this 
wonderful art. It took 
me a while to obtain the 
perfect light, since no-
body in Spain knew this 

technique. In the end, I 
got it!”

His aim, he said, is to 
“understand the sand” 
as if it were his mind. 
“To be a good sand art-
ist, you do not just have 
to know how to draw. 
Sand allows you to ap-
ply many painting tech-
niques, such as dry and 
wet techniques at the 
same time. On the other 
hand, besides drawing, 
I also studied circus 

Flushing Town Hall's 
lineup promises fun

“Savoy! Dancing Through the Swing Era” will run Sunday, Jan. 14, at 2 p.m. 
Photo courtesy of Flushing Town Hall

Continued on Page 33
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jan. 5-11, 2018

By Ed Canty

Vacation Spots
Across
1. So-so
5. Frog sound
10. Outback birds
14. Top spot
15. Tilting need
16. Muck
17. Wine 
connoisseur's 
vacation stop
19. Relieve
20. Not brotherly
21. Cocktail shaker
23. Deuce topper
24. Welsh dog
25. Directed skyward
28. Sugar pills, e.g.
31. Like a rare 
baseball game
32. Whiskey drinks
33. Suffix with differ
34. The Kennedys, e.g.
35. Owning much 
land
36. It grows on you
37. Put on TV
38. Little brats
39. Bangladesh's 
capital, old-style
40. Skunk relatives
42. Willie Mays 
phrase
43. Precise
44. Violins and 
violas (abbr.)
45. Casual eatery
47. Patronized, as 
an inn
51. Add to the pot
52. Jazz enthusiasts 
vacation spot

54. Computer 
image
55. Donald Duck 
is one
56. Detective Tracy
57. Set down
58. Packing heat
59. Stallone 
namesakes

Down
1. Coolers
2. Berry in some 
drinks
3. Rascals
4. Achieve again
5. Bordeaux wine
6. Good news on 
Wall Street
7. Kind of child
8. King topper

9. Computer user's 
need
10. Come to light
11. Sunbathers 
vacation spot
12. Constellation 
bear
13. Observed
18. Moscow "mile"
22. Circle parts
24. Hints
25. Open, as a 
bottle
26. Salk's conquest
27. Civil War History
buff's vacation spot
28. Like 27D and 
11D
29. In the cooler
30. Drift
32. Sir Walter, the 
author

35. Jungle crusher
36. Country 
bumpkins
38. Melee memento
39. Hannah of 
"Splash"
41. Renew, say
42. Acted rudely, in 
a way
44. Feed, as a fire
45. Get-out-of-jail 
money
46. Ancient 
Peruvian
47. Did the butterfly
48. Dublin's 
legislature
49. Suffix with buoy
50. Sounds of 
disapproval
53. Make a goof

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

CON ARTIST
T B S P S O N A R O M A
R O A R A C M E N E P A L
A O N E S O A R T H E R E
P R E S S C O N F E R E N C E

S P O T L E A
O C C U L T E B B T A N G
C L A R A C A R O M B O A
C O N E S T O G A W A G O N S
U S A H E M E N G O R E S
R E L Y M A R K N O T T Y

E S P B E E S
T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S
A D U L T L O O N E U R O
C A R E T A R T Y G L U M
O M B R E Y E S G L E E

FILM

God of War — During the 
sixteenth century, Japanese 
pirates proliferate along 
the Chinese coastline. 
After months of battle, a 
Ming Dynasty commander 
goes head-to-head against 
the marauders, risking 
everything to bring lasting 
peace to the coastal cities.
When: Friday, Jan. 5, at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Jim Henson’s Tales 
from Muppetland — This 
program is a compilation 
of classic Muppet fairytale 
and storybook moments, 
including some of Kermit’s 
“Sesame Street News” 
reports, excerpts from “The 
Muppet Show” and special 

condensed versions of “Tales 
of the Tinkerdee,” “Hey 
Cinderella,” and “The Frog 
Prince.” 
When: Saturday, Jan. 6, and 
Sunday, Jan. 7, at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Ghost Hunting — In director 
Raed Andoni’s formally bold 
and psychologically rigorous 
gloss on the theater of the 
oppressed, former inmates 
of Jerusalem’s Al-Moskobiya 
interrogation center come 
together to reconstruct 
the site and events of their 
trauma.
When: Saturday, Jan. 6, at 
3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077

Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Vazante — Forced to marry 
a slave trader and live on his 
decaying farmhouse in the 
Brazilian mountains, young 
Beatriz faces physical and 
emotional unrest beyond 
her years in this lyrical and 
nuanced historical mood 
piece from director Daniela 
Thomas.
When: Sunday, Jan. 7, at 6:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Tissue Paper Snowmen — 
Stop by the Queens Library 
in Long Island City to create 
beautiful snowmen out of 
tissue paper.
When: Monday, Jan. 8, from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Queens Library, Long 
Island City
Contact: www.queenslibrary.
org/event/tissue-paper-
snowman

Live Drawing with Models 

— Artists will have the 
opportunity to practice 
with a series of quick and 
long poses while listening 
to music in a relaxing, non-
judgemental environment. 
When: Monday, Jan. 8, from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16, $10 for members
Contact: (718) 463-7700 

Monthly Jazz Jam — Held 
on the fi rst Wednesday of 
every month. Jazz Jams are 
a fun way to hone your skills 
and jam with your peers. 
The house band is led by 

saxophonist Carol Sudhalter. 
All are welcome regardless 
of instrument. Don’t play? 
Come listen. 
When: Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
at 7 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10 (free for members, 
students, and jamming 
musicians)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222

Adult Jeopardy — Answer 
fun, exciting trivia questions 
and learn a thing or two 
while you’re at it!
When: Thursday, Jan. 11, 

from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Queens Library, Long 
Island City
Contact: www.queenslibrary.
org/event/adult-jeopardy

Grant Writing 101 — During 
this workshop and info 
session, you will demystify 
the grant-writing process by 
discussing tips for applying 
for community-oriented 
grants.
When: Thursday, Jan. 11, 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Arrow Field House
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 602-5300

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday, January 11th

for our amazing

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10 per person

arts, drama, dance, 
which help me strike 
a balance with sand 
drawing.”

His first sand art 
show took place 10 
years ago while he was 
living in a workshop 
in Barcelona full of 
paintings, sculptures 
and puppets. For this 
show, González says 
that with only a little 
bit of sand and his 
hands,  he will pro-
duce a story of two peo-
ple throughout their 
lives, from the dreams 
of childhood through 
adult experiences. The 
show is accompanied 
by live music.

Keep your cre-
ative juices f lowing 
with Flushing Town 
Hall’s supportive Art-
Makers group, which 
will meet from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. every other 
Wednesday starting 
Jan. 10. Bring your 
sketchbook, small 
projects or even a part 
of a work-in-progress. 
You supply your own 
materials that are eas-

ily cleaned with wa-
ter, as well as a snack 
to share. All are wel-
come, professionals 
and novices, working 
in any media. 

The subsequent 
dates for the group are 
Jan. 24; Feb. 7 and 21; 
March 7 and 21; April 
4 and 18; May 2, 16 and 
30; and June 13 and 
27.

The musical group 
Black String will pres-
ent new sounds from 
ancient instruments 
of Korea on Jan. 26 at 
8 p.m. Black String 
creates a distinctive 
language that draws 
on traditional Korean 
music, jazz and free 
improvisation.

I n st r u ment a l i st s 
are Yoon Jeong Heo, 
a virtuoso on the geo-
mungo, a Korean zith-
er; Jean Oh, an electric 
jazz guitarist; Aram 
Lee, who plays the dae-
geum, a bamboo flute; 
and Min Wang Hwang 
on the janggu, a drum. 
They describe their 
sound as “dynamic, 
harmonic collisions 
of modes and rhythms 
at the intersection of 
East and West.”

Continued from Page 31 

Town Hall
ees also enjoyed perfor-
mances from eclectic 
artists like Chop Univer-
sity (drummers) and Mr-
TruthCity (a recording 
artist), who showcased 
their talents along with 
fellow Grinders from all 
spectrums of the arts 
world, from body paint-
ers to live art performers 
and Queens-based visual 
artists OgMillie, Lincoln 
Cuellar and Kathy Mat-
thews. Corona performer 
Julian Valencia was the 
opening act. LED-lighted 
hula hoops, dance bat-
tles, spoken word artists, 
musical sets and a live 
DJ turned the event into 
a spectacular holiday 
celebration.

The party’s primary 
theme was “Expression.” 
All artists were required 
to submit work that was 
expressive. Abstract, 
modern, traditional, oil, 
acrylic, woodwork, live 
painting, body art and 
street art were shown. 
Prices for visual works 
ranged from $50 to 
$2,000.

This multiplatform 

arts movement has be-
come one of the city’s 
biggest happenings and 
welcomes anyone hop-
ing to follow a dream. 
At The Grind broadens 
horizons, it continues to 
search for more grind-
ers to expand the team: 
performing artists, pho-
tographers, cinematog-
raphers, DJs and others, 
as well as volunteers and 
interns.

Like many great en-
deavors, The Grind start-
ed off small, as a casual 
open-mic event in the 
basement of Sunnyside 
Reformed Church. It was 
called Reformed Talent.

“I started The Grind 
as an 18-year-old spoken 
word poet that felt like 
Queens had very little 
events that put rising 
performers on display,” 
Vonay recalled.  

“What inspired the 
opening was my desire 
to bring artists together. 
I used to perform a lot in 
Brooklyn, the Bronx and 
Manhattan, and I would 
see such a beautiful and 
eclectic scene there — 
young people with beau-

tiful art, poetry, music, 
fashion … and I felt like 
I’d barely ever see that 
in Queens. So, I started 
morphing Reformed Tal-
ent into something for all 
artists.”

The artist’s open-mic 
events were intended to 
attract a variety of per-
formers whose talents 
could be appreciated by 
an audience of curious 
residents. Eventually, 
different types of artists 
were drawn to the inti-
mate setting. 

Now TheNYCGrind 
draws more than 600 
budding artists, per-
formers and others, 
These days, the audi-
ences are much larger 
and more diverse, and 
the events have ex-
panded into different 
parts of the city, in-
cluding Brooklyn and 

Manhattan. 
“I changed the name 

to The Grind because it 
matched perfectly what 
our artists do,” Vonay 
said. “To grind means to 
work hard, and whether 
it’s dancing, poetry, art, 
music, clothing, etc. … 
that’s what our com-
munity does the most … 
work.”

The Grind’s next 
show, set for Jan. 27 at a 
venue to be determined, 
is Planet X, an avante-
garde lifestyle art event 
focusing on female art-
ists.

“This movement has 
created a beautiful space 
for artists to connect, 
sell art and network,” 
Vonay said. “We harbor 
a safe space for all to 
come, view and buy art, 
watch performances and 
be inspired.”

Continued from Page 29 

TheNYCGrind

Photo courtesy of Nelson Medina
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in our borough.

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be celebrated at a reception gala 
in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating him or her? _____________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Nominee’s Phone: _______________ _________   Nominee’s Email: ___________________________________

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, 
Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

At a May 10th gala, TimesLedger will once again celebrate individuals who have 
had an extraordinary impact on the borough of Queens.
Do you know someone who goes above and beyond to make a difference in the 
lives of people in their communities, schools, places of worship, businesses or 
organizations?

Why not nominate him or her for a 
2018 Queens Impact Award!

Or fi ll out 
an online form at:

www.timesledger.com



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 5–11, 201836    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

train wreck near Philadelphia 
in which the conductor, a Forest 
Hills resident, took a curve at 
near double the speed limit.

Brandon Bostian, 34, was the 
engineer of Northeast Regional 
Train 188 in the May 2015 wreck. 
Despite a 50-mile-per-hour limit, 
he was at the controls when the 
train sped around a curve at 108 
mph.

Eight passengers were killed, 

including two from Queens, and 
more than 180 others were sent 
to nearby hospitals, some in 
critical condition.

In May, the Philadelphia 
district attorney decided not to 
press criminal charges against 
Bostian, claiming that the fac-
tors in the incident did not fit 
the definition of criminal reck-
lessness as described by Penn-
sylvania state law.

“We cannot conclude that 
the evidence rises to the high 
level necessary to charge 
the engineer, or anyone else, 

with a criminal offense,” the 
Philadelphia DA’s office said 
in a statement. “We have no 
evidence that the engineer 
acted with criminal ‘intent’ 
or criminal ‘knowledge’ 
within the special meaning 
of those terms under Penn-
sylvania law for purposes 
of criminal charges. Nor do 
we believe there is sufficient 
evidence to prove, beyond a 
reasonable doubt, criminal 
recklessness, which would 
be the only other basis for 
criminal liability.”

ership Award. 
One of Charter School CEO 

Eva Moskowitz’s suggestions 
was David Steiner, the execu-
tive director for the Institute 
of Education Policy at John 
Hopkins and the former com-
missioner of the New York 
State Education Department 
(2009-2011).

As commissioner, Steiner 
headed the $700 million Race 
To The Top program, which re-
designed the state’s standards 
in assessing students’ educa-
tion and teacher certification 
requirements, according to 
Moskowitz.  

“Mayor de Blasio and I have 
had profound disagreements 
about how best to educate our 
children,” Moskowitz said. 
“But we share the deep belief 
that we need the best possible 
person leading our schools.”

As Schools Chancellor, 
Fariña headed up the Renewal 

School program. 
The Renewal Schools pro-

gram received $500 million to 
help turn around low perform-
ing schools across the city, ac-
cording to the Dept. of Educa-
tion.

The program has seen 
mixed results, but some of the 
successes include August Mar-
tin High School, PS 111, Flush-
ing High School and Martin 
Van Buren High School in 
Queens, the state DOE said.

These schools are no longer 
on the struggling schools’ list.

However, with Trump’s tax 
bill capping property taxes, 
which accounts for 45 percent 
of public school funding, ac-
cording to the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics, it 
could get harder for whoever 
replaces Fariña to help strug-
gling schools going forward. 
Renewal School Programs are 
funded with taxpayer money. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

was seriously injured during 
this incident,” Addabbo said. 
“However, the city needs to se-
riously improve their response 
time in situations like this, 
where 27 people were stuck out 
on the water in subfreezing con-
ditions for hours before rescue 
boats could arrive.”

The 140-foot vessel, named 
the Flyer, left Rockaway at 5:15 
p.m. and was heading to Wall 
Street when it went off course 
and became grounded on a 
sandbar near Beach 201st Street 
and Rockaway Point Boulevard 
in Breezy Point, according to 
investigators. It was the second 
ferry in a month on the Rock-
away route that ran aground, re-
quiring a rescue of passengers.

“I am demanding real an-
swers from the contractor as 
to why this happened,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio told reporters last 
Wednesday. “It makes no sense 
to me. These are routes that are 
well known. The information is 

there about where there might 
be any problems along the 
routes that they have to move 
around.”

NYC Ferry operator Horn-
blower suspended the captains 
of both boats and promised to 
reimburse the stranded Flyer 
passengers with year-round 
ferry passes.

“First and foremost, our 
focus is always on the safety of 
our riders, and we truly appre-
ciate the support of the USCG, 
FDNY and NYPD for their as-
sistance with safely transport-
ing our riders off of the vessel,” 
Hornblower Senior Vice Presi-
dent Cameron Clark said in a 
statement.

During the rescue, the 
stranded passengers were 
moved from the Flyer to a small 
fireboat and then moved on to 
other boats, according to FDNY 
Chief of Special Operations 
John Esposito.

“It was difficult because they 
had to climb down a 12-foot lad-
der, down the back of the ferry, 
onto our boat, then transfer onto 
several different boats,” Esposi-
to said in a statement. “It was 

a very slow, tedious, time-con-
suming operation, with safety 
in mind.”

It took six hours before the 
rescued passengers were taken 
ashore at the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal. Addabbo has hailed 
the NYC Ferry route for help-
ing Rockaway experience an 
economic rebound this past 
summer, but in March 2016 he 
criticized the de Blasio admin-
istration’s choice of San Fran-
cisco-based Hornblower as the 
operator, saying that “we must 
make certain they run this ser-
vice adequately.”

“This is the second time 
since Nov. 27 that a NYC Ferry 
boat crashed into a submerged 
object, and measures need to 
be taken to prevent accidents 
like this from occurring if 
people are expected to trust 
and use the city’s ferry sys-
tem,” Addabbo said. “The city 
has been lucky that over the 
recent incidents on the ferry, 
nobody was seriously injured. 
I’m hopeful that improved 
safety measures can be imple-
mented before the city’s luck 
runs out.”

Continued from Page 4 

Ferry bill

Continued from Page 5 

Fariña

Continued from Page 5 

QCC

NYC Ferry vessels will likely have to run on more efficient fuels after the City Council unanimously approved 
legislation sponsored by City Councilman Costa Constantinides. Photo by Michael Shain

Among the possible replacements for Schools Chancellor Fariña are 
Queens College President Félix V. Matos Rodríguez (top) and Rudy 
Crew, who was chancellor in the 1990s. Photos by Michael Shain and AP
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Sports

Stuck in the middle of one 
of the slowest offseasons in 
recent memory, the Mets’ hot 
stove may be warming a bit. 

The club has reportedly 
made center fielder Juan 
Lagares available in trade 
discussions this offseason, as 
it intensifies its efforts to cut 
costs and trim payroll.

The Mets don’t need to 
move Lagares. He is signed to 
a very affordable contract that 
pays him just $6 million next 
season. That number is sig-
nificantly less than what free 
agent center fielders Lorenzo 
Cain, Jarrod Dyson and Rajai 
Davis are thought to be ask-
ing. Teams that don’t want to 
pay a premium in free agency 
or miss out on their top targets 
could turn to Lagares. In total, 
Lagares is owed just $15.5 mil-
lion over the next two years. 

The 28-year-old outfielder 
is known for his defense, and 
while his bat has slowed down 
in recent years, he has shown 
he has the ability to produce if 
healthy and with ample play-
ing time. 

Lagares broke into the big 
leagues with the Mets in 2013, 
hitting .242/.281/.352 in 121 
games while playing strong 
defense and leading all center 
fielders in assists with 14. He 
drastically improved at the 
plate during his sophomore 
campaign, when he hit .281 
with four home runs, 47 RBI 
and 13 stolen bases while con-
tinuing to build his strong rep-
utation in the outfield. 

He took a step back at the 
plate in 2015 and only appeared 
in 173 total games between 2016 
and 2017, so he has been trend-
ing in the wrong direction. 
But the talent is still there and 
Lagares can help make a dif-
ference for any team that may 
be looking to acquire him. 

So, who may want him, and 
what could the Mets get in re-
turn?

The San Francisco Giants, 
Texas Rangers and Chicago 
White Sox are three teams that 
could use center-field help. The 
Giants traded away their start-
ing center fielder to the Tampa 

The Mets are reportedly shopping center fielder Juan Lagares this 
offseason. AP

BY ROBERT COLE

Last week’s intersection-
al basketball game between 
Archbishop Molloy and All 
Hallows was a rematch of 
last year’s playoff classic, 
won by Molloy. The Gaels, 
with clutch free throw shots 
and tough defensive play, 
held off Molloy to earn a 69-
62 victory, at the Gauchos 
Gym in the Bronx.  

Returning from play at 
the City of Palms Tourna-
ment, in Fort Myers, Fla., 
Molloy did not appear to 
bring their “A” game against 
All Hallows, who had been 
looking forward to the Dec. 
27 rematch. 

“I don’t think we played 
particularly well,” Molloy 

coach Mike McCleary said.  
“I think that our team has to 
realize that we are going to 
get everybody’s best game.”  

Molloy scored the game’s 
first points, jumping out to a 
4-0 lead on baskets by Orrin 
Barfield and Khalid Moore. 
The teams exchanged the 
lead throughout the opening 
quarter, but with the score 
tied at 13-13, All Hallows 
used the remaining 2:08 to 
go on a 7-2 run, taking a 20-15 
lead into the second period.

Molloy started the sec-
ond quarter with a 6-0 run, 
which included a two-hand-
ed jam by Moses Brown, to 
reclaim the lead at 21-20.  
Brown continued his stellar 
play throughout the second, 
with two more strong moves 

to the basket and a blocked 
shot to give the Stanners a 
33-32 advantage. After sur-
rendering the lead, Cole An-
thony drained a mid-range 
jumper to give Molloy a 35-34 
halftime lead.

The second half began 
with All Hallows going on a 
7-0 run to take the 41-35 lead 
early in the third. The Stan-
ners once again fought back, 
and a three-pointer from 
Cole Anthony with 3:25 re-
maining pulled Molloy with-
in one. With the score tied at 
48, an offensive foul against 
Molloy allowed the Gaels’ 
Tyler Mitchell to score and 
put his team up 50-48 at the 
end of three.

With the crowd really 

Khalid Moore drives to the basket during a CHSAA hoops matchup between Archbishop Molloy and All 
Hallows. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 39Continued on Page 39

Are the Mets looking 
to trade Juan Lagares?

Road loss for Molloy
Boys’ hoops squad falls to All Hallows in the Bronx

Zach 
Gewelb
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Christmas on the hardwood
PHOTOS BY ROBERT COLE

Richmond Hill’s Keven Franco races up the court during the 13th Annual Queens Jam 
Christmas Classic at John Bowne High School on Saturday. Teams from the Bronx, Brooklyn, 
Staten Island, and Queens competed in the tournament.

Richmond Hill’s Shaquan Lewis drives to the basket during the Lions’ 58-54 victory over 
Newtown.

Devon Matthews grabs a rebound during Sprinfield Gardens’ 76-39 win over 
Samuel Gompers.

The Golden Eagles’ Matt Edwards rises up 
to take a shot.

John Bowne’s Taijay Good dribbles past a defender and 
heads up the court.

Cardozo’s Pete Pavidis fights through a double-team.
Cardozo coach Ron Naclerio takes in the action from the sidelines during the Judges’ 79-55 
win over James Monroe.

John Bowne’s Tyress Apple looks to turn the corner during 
the Wildcats’ 74-58 loss to McKee SI Tech.



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 5–11, 2018 39  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

 
 

 

Bay Rays in the Evan Longoria 
trade, while the Rangers and 
White Sox are slated to go with 
younger players as currently 
constructed.

Lagares would help all 
three teams, without a doubt, 
but it’s unlikely either would 
offer a worthy return for a 
player of his caliber. Given his 
shortcomings the past three 
seasons, teams are going to try 
to buy low on Lagares. And if 
the Mets can’t get a significant 
return — either a high poten-
tial arm in the lower levels of 
the minors or a young, major-
league ready, cost controllable 
bullpen arm in return — then 
the Mets would be better off 

hanging onto Lagares for now. 
Michael Conforto will be-

gin the year on the disabled 
list, so there will be plenty 
of playing time early in the 
season for Lagares. And if he 
performs well while Conforto 
is out, he can boost his trade 
value, which would give the 
Mets a shot at getting more in 
return for their homegrown 
center fielder. 

So while moving Lagares 
may seem like a good idea, the 
Mets are better off hanging on 
to him rather than selling low. 
Let Lagares build his value 
early in the season before ship-
ping him off and, who knows, 
he may surprise you. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

starting to get into the game, 
their support spurred on All 
Hallows to a 19-14 advantage 
in the final quarter.  Mol-
loy ran into foul trouble in 

the fourth, which allowed 
the Gaels to score eight of 
their 19 points from the free-
throw line. 

Molloy managed to pull 
within three with 36.7 sec-
onds left to play after a three-
pointer from Cole Anthony, 
but the All Hallows defense 
did not allow the Stanners to 

get any closer, as the Gaels’ 
defense clamped down to 
seal the victory.

 “Right now we have an 
unfocused group that has to 
practice better, so that they 
can play better,” McCleary 
said after the game.

The loss dropped Molloy’s 
record to 3-3 on the season.

Continued from Page 37 

Molloy
Molloy’s Moses Brown throws down a dunk against All Hallows. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from Page 37 

Mets
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health centers across New 
York City, and she has drawn 
commendations from elected 
officials, advocates and com-
munity members. With the 
pardon, Borjas is free to apply 
for U.S. citizenship and con-
tinue her advocacy work.

“Lorena has done more 
than anyone I know to shine 
a light on the epidemic of traf-
ficking in transgender com-
munities and to help other 
trans women escape exploita-
tion,” said Lynly Egyes, the 
Transgender Law Center’s 
litigation director. “Her gen-
erosity and self-sacrifice in 
well known throughout New 
York state and the country. 
I am thrilled for Lorena and 

grateful that after years of 
selfless work helping others, 
New York State answered the 
call when she was in need.”

Borjas was one of 18 immi-
grants who were pardoned by 
Cuomo Dec. 27. All were “con-
tributing members of society” 
who faced deportation and 
other immigrant-related chal-
lenges as a result of previous 
convictions, according to the 
governor’s office.

 In addition, Cuomo issued 39 
conditional pardons to people 
who were charged with misde-
meanors or nonviolent offenses 
when they were 16 or 17 years 
old and have been crime-free 
for a decade or more.

“These New Yorkers have 
proved their rehabilitation, 
in some cases for decades, but 
have been unable to gain legal 
status or fully re-enter society 
due to the stigma of convic-

tion,” Cuomo said. “While the 
federal government contin-
ues to target immigrants and 
threatens to tear families apart 
with deportation, these actions 
take a critical step toward a 
more just, more fair and more 
compassionate New York.”

In June, Cuomo issued a 
pardon to Carlos Humberto 
Cardona, 48, also of Jackson 
Heights, after he was detained 
and faced deportation to his 
native Colombia on a 1990 
drug conviction. Cuomo called 
Cardona a “civic-minded New 
Yorker” who volunteered as a 
cleanup and hazmat recovery 
worker at Ground Zero after 
the Sept. 11 attacks at the “ex-
pense of his own health.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

The fire in Queens Vil-
lage was far less severe. 
Two people had minor inju-
ries in the area of the fire, 
a two-story building which 
housed the tire store on the 
ground floor and an apart-
ment above, according to 
the FDNY. Both victims 
were sent to Long Island 
Jewish Medical Center. 

The fire was contained 
in the tire store, the FDNY 
said. Smoke still billowed 
to the top of the building, 
forcing a resident of the 
second-floor apartment to 
evacuate. 

While firefighters stood 
on the roof to put out the 
fire, the apartment resident 
sat inside her red minivan 
until smoke was cleared at 
6:40 a.m. The resident de-
clined to be identified, but 
at 7:30 a.m. said she was go-
ing back to her apartment to 
see what she could salvage.

Police from the 105th 

Precinct were at the scene to 
block off the road surround-
ing the fire in the morning.

Eight months ago, a fire 
in Queens Village took the 
lives of four relatives and a 
friend.

The site of that fire, a 
home at 112-16 208th St., had 
no working smoke detec-
tors, according to Fire Com-
missioner Daniel Nigro. 
That disclosure prompted 
town halls to be held on fire 
safety throughout southeast 
Queens in the spring. 

This winter there have 
been fires in Queens, the 
Bronx and Brooklyn, result-
ing in members of the FDNY 
Fire Safety Education unit 
doing more outreach on social 
media and at pop-up work-
shops throughout the city. 

Fire marshals were ex-
pected to post an update 
on the tire store fire on the 
FDNY alerts Twitter feed. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

staff.
“The Department of Cor-

rection and the city are com-
mitted to closing Rikers, 
and today we begin deliver-
ing on that commitment,” 
DOC Commissioner Cynthia 
Brann said. “It is something 
we are able to do because of 
our department’s reforms 
in creating safer jails and 
the city’s work in creating a 
fairer justice system. Under 
Mayor de Blasio’s adminis-
tration, we have reduced our 
jail population by 21 percent 
and have helped make our 
jails safer. We will continue 
building on our progress in 
reducing our jail population 
through programs that pro-
vide life and work skills that 
help individuals in custody 
re-enter our community.”

Former New York State 
Chief Judge Jonathan Lipp-
man, who led a blue-ribbon 
panel on criminal justice and 
incarceration reform, said 
New York City is on its way to 
being a model for the rest of 
the nation to follow.

“Today’s announcement 
of the closure of one of the 
jails on Rikers represents an 
important step in the right di-
rection, and with the historic 
reduction in New York City’s 
jail population, it is clear that 

mass incarceration is not a 
prerequisite to keeping New 
York safe,” Lippman said. 
“The sooner new, smaller, 
state-of-the-art jail facilities 
are designed and sited in the 
boroughs, the sooner all of 
the horrific jails on Rikers 
Island will be a thing of the 
past.”

It was the so-called Lipp-
man Commission that re-
leased a 146-page report rec-
ommending an “achievable 
plan” to permanently close 
Rikers Island and establish 
borough-based facilities in 
April. The mayor followed 
with his own comprehensive 
plan in March.

“The closure of the George 
Motchan Detention Center on 
Rikers Island is evidence of 
this administration’s com-
mitment to criminal justice 
reform,” said state Assembly-
man David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows), the chairman of 
the Assembly’s Correction 
Committee. “By offering low-
level offenders alternatives 
to incarceration, enacting su-
pervised release for low-risk 
defendants, and supporting 
other paths to stability, this 
city is proving that it’s pos-
sible to lower crime while 
ending the cycle of incarcera-
tion that too many find them-
selves caught in. I am proud 
to stand with Mayor de Bla-
sio as we take another step 
towards a better, fairer and 
safer New York.”

“Any legislation that is de-
signed with the intention of 
addressing specific concerns 
within a community requires 
great care,” Miller said. “I 
came to recognize the bill’s 
broad approach would not have 
necessarily resolved each of 
these issues for our community 
and had the potential to make a 
number of them even worse.”

Labor activists believe 
some of the sanitation workers 
who live in the neighborhoods 
where the facilities are located 
could end up losing their union 
paying jobs if the caps went 
into effect immediately, espe-
cially since the zone system 
that Mayor Bill de Blasio would 
like to create won’t be finished 
until 2020. 

The National Waste & Recy-
cling Association, a trade group 
representing private-sector 
waste companies, sanitation 
workers earn $40,000 to 60,0000 
a year with benefits. 

Based on statistics used 
from the city’s Independent 
Budget Office, the trips to a Ma-
rine Transfer Station could in-
crease disposal costs from city 
funds, according to the trade 
association.

The bill already went from 
having 26 sponsors in 2016 to 
having 23 when it was time for 
a vote last week, meaning it 
was still three short of a major-
ity vote in the 51-member City 
Council, long before Miller 
withdrew. 

Miller has not abandoned 
his support for waste equity, 
but said he wants to go even fur-

ther with the bill by improving 
safety standards and wages for 
sanitation workers. 

“I threw my support behind 
Intro 495-C four years ago be-
cause I recognized the ill-effects 
of air pollution, fumes, truck 
traffic and noise from commer-
cial waste transport in south-
east Queens were outstanding 
issues affecting residents for 
generations,” Miller said. “I 
decided it would be better to 
work anew with my colleagues 
to achieve Waste Equity legisla-
tion that is not only sustainable 
and environmentally sensible 
for southeast Queens, as well as 
the City of New York, but also 
compels the industry to im-
prove its safety standards and 
wage compensation.”

New York Lawyers for Pub-
lic Interest, an organization 
that focuses on health justice, 
was still disappointed in Mill-
er’s last-minute decision despite 
his reasoning. Had the bill gone 
through, Queens would have 

seen 33 percent less garbage 
coming to the borough, accord-
ing to NYLPI.

Campaign finance records 
also showed that Miller re-
ceived six contributions of 
$2,500 total from Royal Waste 
Services’ employees and family 
members on Sept. 19.

A 2015 sustainability report 
by the group Transform Don’t 
Trash NYC, an organization 
that wants to transform the 
waste industry, showed Queens 
received 691,000 tons of gar-
bage.

“It’s shameful that residents 
of overburdened neighbor-
hoods will continue to live with 
the dangers and toxic air pollu-
tion of excessive truck traffic 
when this bill could have pro-
vided some relief,” said NYLPI 
Executive Director McGregor 
Smyth. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 
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Councilman I. Daneek Miller refused to vote on a waste equity bill, which 
he said did not do enough in terms of safety for sanitation workers. 
 Courtesy of NYC Sanitation
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_1-5-18

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Sale
Dates

Jan
Fri.

5
Sat.

6
Jan

Sun.

7
Jan

Mon.

8
Jan

Thurs.

11
Jan

Tues
Jan

9
Wed
Jan

10

Prepriced:
20 Roll Pack or
24 Double Roll Pack

Marcal
Bath
Tissue

$899

18.6-19 Oz Can
Assorted

Campbell’s
Chunky
Soup

Goya
Beans

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3.With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. With Club Cardd LiLiLiLiLiLiLimLimLimit 4

3/$34/$3

$999

68 Fl Oz Can
100% Pure

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Capatriti
Olive Oil

5/$5
Barilla
Pasta

12-16 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Manicotti, Lasagne, Jumbo Shells,
Gluten Free, Collezione & Plus)

Chef Boyardee
Pasta
CCCh f B df B d

14.5-15 Oz Can ... Assorted
Overstuffed, Big, Jumbo or 
Regular
(Excludes: Whole Grains)

10/$10

15.5 Oz Can ... Red Kidney, Black,
Pink, Small Red, Roman, 
Chick Pea, White, Dark Kidney
or Pinto (Excludes: Low Sodium)

75-100 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase.
Limit 2 Offers.

.

1
A

C
C
S

Goya
Tomato
Sauce

G
8 Oz Can
Original or Low Sodium

6/$2

$1099

Tide
Laundry
Detergent

7
A

T
L
DD

Charmin
Ultra
Bath
Tissue

Ch i
6 Mega Roll Pack
Soft or Strong

$799

5/$10

9-10.38 Oz Box
Assorted

Lean Cuisine
Favorites

2/$6
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. 

14 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
Gelato, Sorbet, Frozen Yogurt org

Häagen-Dazs
Ice Cream

4.5-14 Oz Box ... Assorted

Amy’s
Frozen
Full Line
Sale!

25%
OFF!

5/$5

28 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: San Marzano)(

Tuttorosso
Tomatoes

With Club Card.  
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.

Francesco Rinaldi
Pasta
Sauce

F

15-24 Oz Jar
Assorted

2/$3

P
2
2

M
B
T

Birds Eye
Steamfresh
Selects

BBi ddrds EEEye
10-10.8 Oz Bag ... Assorted

99¢

$199lb.

Fresh ... Whole

Pork
Spareribs

Jumbo Pack99¢
lb.

Grade A Fresh

Perdue
Chicken
Drumsticks 
or Thighs

YOUR
CHOICE!

USDA Choice Beef
First Cut ... Bone-In

Chuck
Steaks

$299lb.
$199lb.

Center Cut
Pork 
Chops

Bone-In
Sliced

Family Pack

��������	
������
���

2/$5

9.25-11.5 Oz Bag ... Assorted

8.75-16 Oz Bag ... Assorted

9.29.29.25 111.51.  Oz B

8 75 111166 O Bag

Doritos 
Tortilla
Chips or

$$$$

gggg

Rold Gold
Pretzels

Wise
Potato
Chips

WWi

5-7 Oz Bag 
Assorted Regular
(Excludes: Kettle Classics)

p

$188

3/$5

64 Fl Oz Btl 
Assorted Drinks or

Snapple
Iced Tea

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. With Club Cardd LiLiLiLiLiLiLiLimLimit 4

2/$5
With Club Card Li iLi iLiLimit 2

2/$4

Nabisco
Oreo
Cookies

Kool-Aid
Jammers

NN bbii
10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted

KK ll Aid
60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack
Assorted

3/$124/$4
MIX &

MATCH!

MIX &
MATCH!

Pepsi or
Schweppes
12 Pack

Canada Dry
2 Liter

P i
144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted Lipton, Mug, Crush,
Mtn. Dew, Hawaiian Punch, Mist Twst,

CCCC d DDDD

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted 7UP, A&W, Country Time, 
Sunny D, Squirt, Tahitian Treat, Sunkist or
(Excludes: Pennsylvania Dutch Birch Beer)

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4. 
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

nch, Mist T

MIX &
MATCH!

YOUR
CHOICE!

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$999

Heineken,
Corona or
Stella Artois
6 Pack

72 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted

$799

20 Lb Bag
Parboiled

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.

Key Food
Rice

2/$7

5.25-12 Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
(Excludes: Garlic Quinoa Burgers & 
Breakfast Sandwiches)

MorningStar Farms
Full Line 
Sale!

8 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Wish-Bone 
Dressing

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.With Club Cardd LiLiLiLiLiLiLiLimiLimit 2

5/$5
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. 

Kretschmar
Oven Roasted
Turkey or
Hormel 1891
Maple
Turkey Breast

Best’s
Top Round
Pastrami or
Corned
Beef

Finlandia
American
Cheese

$699
lb. Sliced To Order

$699
lb. Sliced To Order

$599
lb. Sliced To Order

$499lb. Sliced To Order

All Natural ... No Fillers or Artificial Ingredients
Off  The Bone

Yellow or White

Apple
Pie
A ll

22-24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Sweet Potato or Regular or
No Sugar Added: Pumpkin

$399 YOUR 
CHOICE!

YOUR 
CHOICE!

YOUR 
CHOICE! YOUR 

CHOICE!

Slicing

With Pistachios

� Magni�co
  Salami 

g

With Pi t hi

� Hormel
  Pepperoni

� Citterio
  Mortadella

MM i�i�
Genoa or Hard

Pecorino
Romano

Store Cut
Imported

$49999Sold By The Piece
$$444lb.

Breaded
Chicken Tenders

Chicken
Wings or

BBBBreadddded

WiWingngggggss s oo
Assorted

C

Store Prepared
Assorted

YOUR 
CHOICE!

10 Oz Cont
Assorted

Boar’s Head
Hummus

2/$6
ChChChChChicken TTendee

$699
lb.

10
A

B
H

Macaroni
Salad

Coleslaw, Potato or

$249$$$$$$$$$$$2222lb.

or

YOUR 
CHOICE!

9

8

99

8

DD
T
C

RR
PP

New York State
Sharp
Cheddar

Store Cut ... Aged 9 Months
Yellow or White

$399$$$$$$$$$$33333lb.
999

Sold By The Piece

C
PP
C

B
SSabrett

Beef
Franks

S b
14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$299
Perdue
Chicken Breast
Nuggets

PPPPPPerddddueduedue

12 Oz Pkg ... Baked: Homestyle or 
Italian Breast Cutlets or
Whole Grain: Baked Breast Strips or 
Nuggets or
Fully Cooked: Breast Cutlets,
Spicy Cutlets, Popcorn Bites,
Original Breast Strips or
Dino Shape, With Cheese or Original

NugNuggggetgggg s

$199

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

Bottom
Round
Roast

$299lb.

F

P
SS

Sugardale
Bacon
S d l
12-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$499

3/$3

Chicken of the Sea
Solid White
Tuna

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil Hellmann’s

Mayonnaise
H ll ’
20 Fl Oz Squeeze Btl
Regular, Light or Olive Oil

$2999999 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

W

8
A

WKey Food
Laundry
Detergent

KK F d

64 Fl Oz Cont
Heavy Duty: Lemon Fresh,
Regular or With Bleach

3/$5 With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. 

Must Buy 3.

With CluClClCl bbbb Card Limit 4

$799

8 Roll Pack
White: Regular or Select A Sizeg

Bounty 
Paper
Towels

Boar’s Head
Low Sodium
Ham

$799lb. Sliced To Order

B ’ H d

Certified By The
American Heart Association &
Approved For The Feingold List
Gluten Free

ea.

ea.

ea99¢

Tropical
Mangos

3 Lb Bag

$399

Tropicana
Easy Peel
Clementines

Naked
Juice
Smoothies

$299

N k d

15.2 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: Proteins, Acai, 
Pomegranate, Chia & 
Kale Blends)

5 Oz Clamshell
Assorted

2 Lb Bag
US #1

2/$599¢

Earthbound Farm
Organic
Salads

Yellow
Onions

Giorgio
Baby Bella
Mushrooms

$299

G
16 Oz Pkg ... Value Size
Whole or Sliced

Romaine
Hearts

2/$5

3 Count Bag
California

5-12 Oz Bag ... 50-50 Blend, Arugula, American,
Baby Spinach, Butter Bliss, Field Greens,

Hearts of  Romaine, Italian, Premium Romaine,
Mediterranean, Spring Mix or Very Veggie or

Regular or Light Caesar Kits

2/$5
Dole

Salads
MIX &

MATCH!

ea99¢

By The Bunch

Fresh
Broccoli

House Foods
Omega-3
or Organic
Tofu

$199

6.5-14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Washington State
Extra Fancy

lb.lb.99¢

Granny Smith or
Red Delicious

Apples

YOUR
CHOICE!

2/$5

11 Oz Cont/Dry Pinty

Fresh
Blueberries

$599

Crisco
Oil

128 Fl Oz Cont 
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

F
A
C

Y

Panera
Soup

16 Oz Cont
Assorted

2/$7 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.  

Must Buy 2.

Family Pack
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


