
BY BILL PARRY

The property manager of a 
Sunnyside condominium who be-
came the focus of multiple state 
and city investigations after he 

was accused of intimidating and 
harassing residents, and who 
hung Nazi posters in the build-
ing’s lobby, will not run in next 
month’s condo board elections. 

Neal Milano, 70. and his “one-

man reign of terror” was exposed 
by City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) after he 
toured the lobby of the condo at 
47-55 39th Place in August and 
discovered the names of Nazis 

Josef Mengele and Rudolph Hess 
in the building’s directory.

“These tenants are living in 
terror,” Van Bramer said at a 
rally that week. “After seeing 
this lobby firsthand and spend-
ing several days with these ten-
ants, I can say without a doubt 
that they are rightfully terri-
fied of a property manager who 
posts images of hate and racism, 
boasts of guns in his apartment 
while hanging posters celebrat-
ing guns and the NRA, and who 
retaliates against anyone who 
speaks out.”

After the rally, investigations 
were launched by state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman, the 
NYPD and the city’s Commis-
sion on Human Rights. 

Lynn Calvacca, a lawyer who 
owns a unit in the condominium, 
filed a suit against Milano and 
the board.

“He’s a bully,” she said. “He’s 
a terrorist in this country, in 
this Sunnyside area. Everybody 
is so afraid.”

Milano was arrested on Sept. 
3 upon his return from an inter-
national vacation and charged 
with assault, harassment and 
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Newly elected Council Member Adrienne Adams (c.) is welcomed to the club last week by fellow Council Members 
Donovan Richards (l.) and I. Daneek Miller after her swearing-in ceremony at York College.  Photo by Nat Valentine 

BY BILL PARRY

In a final ridership review 
of its 2017 inaugural year, NYC 
Ferry learned it had served 
nearly three million passen-
gers across all four routes cur-
rently in operation. Based on 
preliminary projections, the 
figure was 34 percent higher 
than expected.

“NYC Ferry has proven 
to be more popular than we 
could have hoped, and nearly 
three million riders agree it’s 
the best way to get around the 
city,” city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation President 
and CEO James Patchett said. 
“Now we’re looking forward to 
launching two more routes in 
2018, helping even more riders 
to good jobs and opportuni-
ties.”

In response to the high rid-
ership, and long lines at many 
landings during much of the 
summer, NYC Ferry will be 
adding six new vessels outfit-
ted with bigger engines with 
a capacity to hold 349 passen-

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly one year after he joined the break-
away Independent Democratic Conference, 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) is de-
fending his move in light of sexual misconduct 
allegations against IDC leader Jeff Klein. 

IDC leader’s troubles 
reach Peralta

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Queens Council on 
the Arts, a nonprofit that 
supports diverse artists 
throughout the borough, 
will award $465,000 to 136 
artists and art organiza-
tions at the Paper Factory 
Hotel on Jan. 25 during an 

event from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
37-06 36th St., Long Island 
City. 

“One of the most impor-
tant aspects of the Queens 
Arts Fund grant is that 
it offers validation,” said 
Lynn Lobell, the grants 
and resource director for 
QCA. 

The organizations and 
individuals selected for 
the grant are chosen by 
a group of their peers, 
which comprises fellow 
artists, art administra-
tors and community mem-
bers who want a say in 
what gets funded in their The Queens Council on the Arts will grant 

$465,000 to selected artists.

Ferry ridership
higher than 
anticipated

Property manager on the outs
‘Bully’ who ‘terrorized’ residents in Sunnyside will not run in board election
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QCA to grant $465K to artists

NEW FACE ON THE BLOCK
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Queens celebrates Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy 
BY NAEISHA ROSE

At a Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day celebration held at 
the Jamaica Performing 
Arts Center on Monday, 
guests, performers and 
elected officials looked back 
at the work of the civil rights 
leader, while also using the 
center’s stage to touch upon 
current issues in the hope of 
ensuring the future of south-
east Queens residents. 

The Rev. Dr. Valerie 
Oliver-Durrah was the mis-
tress of ceremonies for the 
event, at 153-10 Jamaica 
Ave., and she reflected on 
King’s stance on prejudice 
during the civil rights era 
by quoting him.

“The ultimate tragedy is 
not the oppression and cru-
elty by the bad people, but 
the silence over that by the 
good,” Oliver-Durrah said. 

Despite being a minister 
at the age of 26 in Alabama, 
King refused to stay silent 
during the Montgomery bus 
boycott that was sparked 
by the peaceful resistance 
of Rosa Parks, who became 
a symbol of the civil rights 

movement, according to 
keynote speaker Roger 
Toussaint.

King also fought for the 
rights of Memphis sanita-
tion workers who went on 
strike on March 18, 1968, 
over that city’s lack of re-
sponse after two garbage 

collectors were crushed to 
death a month earlier in a 
malfunctioning truck, said 
Toussaint, the former presi-
dent of the Transport Work-
ers Union, who led a bus and 
subway strike in 2005. 

Throughout his lifetime, 
King worked tirelessly to 

bring about racial equality 
among blacks and whites so 
that in the future that kids 
of all backgrounds can en-
joy the same freedoms, Du-
rrah said as she brought up 
11 kids from the audience to 
ask them trivia about King. 

After the kids left the 

stage, singer Katherine Guy 
gave an uplifting perfor-
mance of “The Star-Span-
gled Banner” and the black 
national anthem, “Lift Ev-
ery Voice and Sing.”

The Rev. Tracey John-
son, Petula Beckles and 
Andrew Clarke performed 
moving gospel solos. 

Later in the evening, 
elected officials spoke about 
King, his legacy and press-
ing issues facing southeast 
Queens and New York. 

“Dr. King said that all 
men and women could be 
great, because all men and 
women could serve,” said 
Councilman I. Daneek Mill-
er (D-St. Albans). “It’s time 
when our humanity is be-
ing challenged that we look 
to Dr. King, his inspiration, 
and his life as a template as 
a model that he has set for us 
in the days that we are chal-
lenged.”

Miller’s remarks were a 
reference to President Don-
ald Trump’s recent state-
ments calling some pre-
dominantly black countries 
“s—hole.” The councilman 
also urged the audience to 

use a cable provider other 
than Spectrum, whose work-
ers are on strike. 

“The strike has been go-
ing on for 10 months,” Miller 
said. “About 10 percent are 
from this community right 
here!”

After his speech, stu-
dents from the Edge School 
of the Arts in Laurelton 
danced and tapped as the 
school’s movie musical  “4 
Little Girls,” which had 
Miller in a cameo, played in 
the background. 

The movie refers to the 
death of four girls, 11 to 14, 
who were killed in a church 
bombing in Birmingham 
in 1963, according to the 
school’s director, Kerri 
Edge. 

State Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndman (D-Spring-
field Gardens) praised par-
ents in the audience for 
bringing their children to 
the event.

“This is not a day off,” 
Hyndman said. “It’s a day 
to educate [children] about 
the legacy that we need to 
make sure that we keep ful-
filling.” 

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
was named chairman of the 
powerful and prestigious 
Committee on Finance, re-
placing Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland, who did not seek 
re-election to a third term. 
The committee has jurisdic-
tion to review and modify 
the city’s $85 billion budget 
and oversees fiscal policy, 
the comptroller’s office, the 
city’s Banking Commission, 
and the Department of Fi-
nance.

“Being Finance Commit-
tee chairperson gives me the 
opportunity to set priorities 
for the city using the vast re-
sources that are available to 
us,” Dromm said. “I intend 
to use this position to move 
a progressive budget for-
ward, working closely with 
Speaker Corey Johnson, 

who I thank for giving me 
this opportunity to serve.”

Dromm is also a member 
of the committees on Aging; 
Civil and Human Rights; 
Civil Service and Labor; 
Education; and Immigra-
tion. He is the chairman of 
the Irish Caucus and a mem-
ber of the Lesbian, Gay and 
Transgender Caucus and 
the Progressive Caucus.

Johnson also reap-
pointed City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) as chairman of the 
Environmental Protection 
Committee. The expanded 
committee now has jurisdic-
tion over the Department of 
Environmental Protection 
as well as the Office of Long-
Term Planning and Sus-
tainability and the Office of 
Recovery and Resiliency.

“I am excited to continue 
as chair of the Council’s new-
ly strengthened Environ-

mental Protection Commit-
tee,” Constantinides said. 
“Making our city greener 
and more environmentally  
friendly will remain our top 
priority. Climate change is 
perhaps one of our planet’s 
greatest dangers, and I re-
main committed to imple-

menting policies that will 
combat its effects.”

Constantinides was also 
named a member of the 
Council’s budget negotiat-
ing team, which negotiates 
the city’s budget with the 
mayor every fiscal year.

“We will work to en-

sure that our city’s budget 
provides adequate funding 
for programs and capital 
projects in all our neigh-
borhoods,” Constantinides 
said. “Thank you to Speak-
er Johnson for this oppor-
tunity — I look forward to 
working with him and my 
Council colleagues on a 
productive legislative ses-
sion.”

He was also appointed to 
sit on four additional com-
mittees: Parks, Transpor-
tation, For-Hire Vehicles, 
and Land Use, as well as the 
subcommittee on Zoning 
and Franchises.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
was “thrilled” to be reap-
pointed chairman of the 
Committee on Cultural 
Affairs and Libraries, the 
only committee he asked 
to chair when he was first 
elected eight years ago. 

“I love this committee 
and am so proud to be the 
champion of culture, the 
arts, and public libraries 
in this city. And it means 
so much to me that I will 
serve out all 12 years in 
the Council chairing this 
important committee,” 
Van Bramer said. “I look 
forward to working with 
Speaker Johnson and my 
colleagues to fight for cul-
ture, the arts, and public 
libraries in the City Coun-
cil term. I am also grateful 
to serve on the speaker’s 
leadership team and the 
budget negotiating team, 
and I look forward to work-
ing with the speaker and 
my colleagues to fight on 
behalf of all New Yorkers.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Councilman I. Daneek Miller reflects on the work of civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. during a cele-
bration at the Jamaica Performing Arts Center on the holiday in King’s honor.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Dromm appointed chair of  Council Finance Committee

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (l.) gets appointed chair of a 
powerful committee while City Councilman Costa Constantinides 
is reappointed chair of the Committee on Environmental 
Protection.
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Driver in fatal hit-run thought she hit ice: DA
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Flushing woman 
charged in a hit-and-run 
that left another woman 
dead thought she had 
struck a chunk of ice and 
continued to go to work, 
according to a criminal 
complaint from the Queens 
District Attorney’s Office. 

Geum Min, 58, was ar-
rested last Thursday and 
charged with leaving the 
scene of an accident, fail-
ure to yield to a pedestrian 
and failure to exercise 
due care, according to the 
NYPD. Police said Min 
struck 77-year-old Jun 
Sum Yim near Parsons 
Boulevard and 32nd Av-
enue on Jan. 10 around 7 
a.m. When police arrived, 
they found Yim lying on 
the road, unconscious and 
unresponsive. EMS took 
Yim to Flushing Hospital 
Medical Center, where she 
was pronounced dead.

Police said that Yim was 

struck midblock between 
32nd and 33rd Avenues on 
Parsons Boulevard and 
that Min fled the scene. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, Min was driv-
ing her daughter’s 2016 
Toyota Corolla on her way 

to work at Flushing Hospi-
tal when she made a right 
turn on  Parsons Boule-
vard and struck Yim, who 

was in the crosswalk and 
had the pedestrian signal 
in her favor. The criminal 
complaint said Yim was 
knocked to the ground, 
went underneath the Co-
rolla and was dragged for 
193 feet as Min continued 
to drive. 

Min told officers that 
when she made the right 
turn onto Parsons Bou-
levard, she felt a bump 
“like something got stuck 
underneath the car,” she 
said.

“I thought it was a 
chunk of ice or something 
like, that so I just kept go-
ing,” she told officers. “I 
felt it dislodge and con-
tinued driving to work at 
Flushing Hospital.”

According to the com-
plaint, Min did not stop or 
report the accident.

Once at work, Min 
heard about a pedestrian 
who had been struck on 
Parsons Boulevard, and 
she “started to get a weird 

feeling because I remem-
bered that bump and the 
thing that got struck un-
der my car.”

“I had a weird feeling 
all day that it might have 
been the pedestrian,“ she 
said, according to the com-
plaint. 

Min said she asked a 
colleague at the hospital if 
she should call the police, 
but her colleague told her 
she was probably overre-
acting, so she decided to 
not call the authorities. Ac-
cording to the complaint, 
she went on to finish her 
shift but “felt weird the 
whole time.”

After work, Min drove 
home and told her hus-
band about the car and her 
weird feeling. She was ar-
rested and charged the fol-
lowing day. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Geum Min, 58, is accused of running over 77-year-old Jum Sim Yim on Parsons Boulevard and 32nd 
Avenue, then going to work at Flushing Hospital without alerting the authorities. 
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BY BILL PARRY

 An Elmhurst couple 
were indicted on charges 
that they endangered the 
lives of up to 15 people liv-
ing in a one-bedroom house 
on Forley Street, which they 
converted into five single-
room occupancies, despite a 
city order requiring the ten-
ants to vacate the premises, 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown announced 
Tuesday. 

Segundo Chimbay, 53, 
and his wife, Maria Chim-
bay, 52, are awaiting ar-
raignment in Queens Su-
preme Court on an 18-count 
indictment. If convicted, 
each could face up to seven 
years in prison.

“The defendants are ac-
cused of trading the safety 
of their tenants for cold, 
hard cash,” Brown said. “In 
addition to putting a strain 
on city services, such as 
parking, transportation, 
waste disposal and schools, 
illegal conversions endan-
ger the lives of residents 
as well as firefighters and 
other personnel who, in re-
sponding to an emergency, 

would have been confronted 
by a maze of rooms with no 
way out.”

The indictment is a re-
sult of a multi-agency initia-
tive to crack down on dan-
gerous and illegal housing 
in Queens, and Brown said 
his office would “vigorously 
prosecute” those who profit 
from such illegal housing. 
Tenants at the Forley Street 
home paid $750 to $1,400 a 
month, in cash, despite the 
eviction notice from the 
city.

“The defendants flouted 
vacate orders and con-
structed dangerous, illegal 
conversions that endan-
gered the lives of residents, 
according to charges,” city 
Department of Investigation 
Commissioner Mark Peters 
said. “One of the defendants 
is a recidivist offender, hav-
ing engaged in a serial dis-
regard for the city’s building 
codes and arrested previ-
ously by DOI for the same 
conduct.”

An inspection by the 
Department of Building 
in May 2016 found that the 
building had been “illegally 
converted to or maintained 

as a dwelling for occupancy 
by four or more families.” 
A follow-up DOB inspection 
last year found sleeping 
quarters in the basement, 
three SROs on the second 
floor and an additional SRO 
at the attic level, and all 15 
occupants sharing a com-
mon kitchen on the first 
floor.

“Renting illegal apart-
ments can not only cost bad-
actor landlords $50,000 or 
more in fines, but it can also 
cost them their freedom,” 
Buildings Commissioner 
Rick Chandler said.

“Illegal apartments often 
lack basic safety standards, 
such as having two exits in 
case one is blocked by a fire. 
We issue vacate orders only 
as a last resort, when there’s 
an immediate risk to ten-
ants’ safety. Putting renters 
back in dangerous living 
spaces, as the defendants 
are alleged to have done, 
shows complete and utter 
disregard for people’s lives.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Elmhurst couple busted
for unlawful conversions

The owners of this home on Forney Street in Elmhurst are charged with unlawfully converting it into 
five single room occupancies where 15 people lived.

TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy

2.4 Million in 
Scholarships—the  

most for young women  
in New York City

$
SHADOW A STUDENT

buddy@tmla.org

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

Please pre-register for our
Open House at www.tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by the  Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Brentwood, New York.  Accredited by the Middle States Association of 

Colleges and Schools and Chartered by the State of NY.

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432  |  Phone: 718-297-2120   

Fax: 718-739-0037  |  @WEARETMLA  | #HILLTOPPERNATIONw |  TACHS #016

At the Mary Louis Academy, you will find your 
own voice–distinctive, confident, intelligent, 

creative, and empowered–a voice that will be 
one of your greatest assets in life.
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A historic connection
Cardozo High School hoops coach shares MLK letter to father

BY MARK HALLUM

A Cardozo High School 
basketball coach took 
to social media to share 
his connection to Martin 
Luther King Jr. on Mon-
day with a letter from 
the civil rights leader to 
his father, a surgeon who 
extracted a knife from 
King’s chest.

At a 1958 book sign-
ing in Harlem, King 
was stabbed with a let-
ter opener by Izola Ware 
Curry, a black woman 
who would go on to spend 
the next half-century in a 
series of institutions.

The blade lodged near 
King’s aorta and re-
quired delicate surgery 
to extricate.

The surgeon was Emil 
Naclerio, Ron Naclerio’s 
father.

“He revved up there 
not knowing who the pa-
tient was,” Naclerio said. 
“My father assessed the 
situation and saw the 
knife touching the aorta. 
If Dr. King would have 
sneezed or coughed, he 
would have drowned 
in his own blood. He 
even said in some of his 
speeches, ‘You drown in 
your own blood.’ 

“My father knew 
there was no time, so he 
grabbed the bull by the 
horns, removed two ribs 
from the side and got the 
knife out.”

The next morning, as 

Emil Naclerio was check-
ing on King, a photog-
rapher sneaked into the 
hospital and snapped a 
shot of the two that would 
become popularly associ-
ated with the episode.

Curry had no clear mo-
tivation for the attack.

Three and a half 
months after his recov-
ery, King wrote a per-
sonal letter to Naclerio 

thanking him for “pre-
serving” his life.

“Your skilled sur-
gery, coupled with your 
genuine concern for me 
as a patient, combined to 
bring me from a very low 
ebb in my life to blooming 
health again,” the letter 
said. “Please know that 
I will always remember 
your gestures of goodwill 
so long as the cords of my 

memory shall lengthen.”
 Ron Naclerio said the 

event forged a bond be-
tween King and his fa-
ther, who died in 1985. 
The friendship has con-
tinued between the chil-
dren of the two men.

“My father and Dr. 
King hit it off,” Naclerio 
said. “I met Dr. King, but 
I was just a little boy. And 
on Oct. 23, 2014, his older 
son came to Cardozo to 
thank me in front of a 
packed auditorium. When 
we both hugged on stage, 
it was epic.”

King later said he bore 
no animosity toward Cur-
ry, who died in an institu-
tion in 2015 at 98.

Naclerio also has cor-
respondence from Coret-
ta Scott King to his father 
thanking him again for 
his work after the activist 
was assassinated in 1968.

“Martin Luther King 
Day is always a special 
day for me,” Naclerio 
said. “Not only do I think 
of Dr. King, I also think 
of my father and how the 
became entwined and 
changed history.”

The younger Naclerio 
said his father, a thoracic 
surgeon, not only saved 
King but also helped pio-
neer a method for install-
ing pacemakers.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

King penned a personal thank-you letter to Emil Naclerio, the 
surgeon who restored the civil rights leader to “blooming 
health” after he was stabbed.  Ron Naclerio/Twitter

Lancman takes over 
justice committee

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) is the 
new chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Justice Sys-
tem, which will oversee 
criminal and civil justice 
in New York City. 

The committee’s juris-
diction includes that of the 
Committee on Courts and 
Legal Services, of which 
Lancman previously was 
the chairman. It also in-
cludes all publicly funded 
criminal defense and civil 
legal service organiza-
tions, the five district at-
torneys and the Mayor’s 
Office of Criminal Justice.

Lancman said he plans 
on building on the accom-
plishments of the Commit-
tee on Courts and Legal 
Services. As chairman, he 
tackled ICE enforcement 
activity in the courts, le-
gal services available to 
low-wage workers, the pro-
cess of mayoral judicial 
appointments, bail reform 
and the speedy-trial crisis.

“An equitable and effi-
cient justice system is the 
cornerstone of civil soci-
ety, and now more than 
ever New York City’s crim-
inal and civil legal system 
deserves close scrutiny 
and serious reform,” the 
councilman said. “As 
chair of the Committee on 
the Justice System, I look 
forward to working with 
the mayor, our district at-
torneys, public defenders 
and civil legal services 

providers, and the Office 
of Court Administration 
to make our justice system 
fairer, more transparent, 
more efficient and more 
accountable.”

Lancman said there are 
many issues in the crimi-
nal justice system, from 
all who enter the system, 
how they’re treated from 
the moment charges are 
filed and what opportuni-
ties are available when 
they leave the system. Now 
that the committee over-
sees the city’s DA offices 
and the Mayor’s Office of 
Criminal Justice, Lanc-
man said, it will be able to 
drill down on those issues 
and effect change.

Lancman said the com-
mittee plans first to look 
closely at the prosecution 
of marijuana possession. 
He said the mayor’s office 
claimed prosecution has 
remained the same and 
not gone up, but the coun-
cilman pointed out one ex-
ception in Jamaica’s 105th 
Precinct, which he said 
has the most marijuana 
possession prosecutions in 
the city.

“I definitely want to 
know why the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Criminal Justice 
and the DAs are still prose-
cuting a very high number 
of marijuana possession 
cases,” he said. “These are 
not people selling; they are 
usually people who are 
stopped and are caught 
possessing small quanti-
ties of marijuana.
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January 28th, 2018.
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8 The power of music in special education

Fresh Meadows teacher connects with students by using the hidden magic of iPads

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Music is an amazing and pow-
erful teaching tool. It can be used 
to empower students as music 
makers, while creating a joy-
ful connection that always puts 
smiles on their faces.

But it takes an extraordinary 
person, someone who is patient 
and compassionate, to ignite a 
spark in kids and teens with au-
tism spectrum disorder and other 
special challenges, through the 
power of music. 

Adam Goldberg, a music teach-
er at PS 177Q in Fresh Meadows, 
had an aha! moment when he 
discovered a remarkable way to 
better connect with his students 
via a unique method that he devel-
oped — using the hidden magic of 
iPads — to help them play musical 
“instruments.”

Eureka! It turned out that an 
Apple iPad could have transfor-
mative powers when used cre-
atively in special education.

“When the iPad first came out, 
I could see immediately that they 
could be used to support my stu-
dents’ music making,” said Gold-
berg, who started teaching with 
iPads in early 2011 but acknowl-
edged that previously, he wasn’t 
into technology.

As a coverage teacher, he sees 
120 to 150 special-needs students 
per semester, mostly from Queens. 
Each class has six to 12 students, 
and the age range is 8 to 21 years.

“My students are truly 
amongst the most wonderful 
humans on the planet. I want to 
provide authentic music-making 
opportunities to every student I 
serve,” Goldberg said. 

“Music is a powerful means 
of self-expression, especially for 
my students, who may have dif-
ficulty expressing themselves in 
traditional ways,” he said. “The 
iPad and the growing list of pe-
ripheral devices that can be used 
in conjunction with it” — like 
the Skoog, a customizable musi-
cal instrument created for people 
with disabilities, and Roli Blocks, 
a new-age music-making device  
—  “provide a means for me to uni-
versally design the music-making 
experience, so that every student 
has access to viable opportunities 
to express themselves musically 
within an ensemble setting.”

His talented students also play 
real musical instruments like 
keyboards, drums and percus-

sion, and they sing, as well.
So why is it easier to teach on 

iPads?
“The iPad and the many high-

ly modifiable music performance 
apps offer multiple entry points 
for students of all abilities,” Gold-
berg said. “Modifications can in-
clude the use of colors and lights, 
and the ability to select only those 
notes the student plays on the 
GUI” — the graphical user inter-
face..

Music is a unique window into 
the world of autism, so kids, teens 
and young adults on the spectrum 
do better across the board when 
they’re musically engaged and 
playing instruments. There is evi-
dence to suggest that many people 
with ASD can understand simple 
and complex musical emotions, 
despite limited socialization and 
communication skills. 

Goldberg pointed out that in 
many ways, music serves as a 
foundation for communication 
and camaraderie among him 
and his students. “The accessibil-
ity of the iPad gives us a musical 

platform with which to communi-
cate,” he noted.

And his students are quite 
proud of their accomplishments, 
while their parents are awed by 
how far they’ve come and are 
singing the praises of their favor-
ite music teacher.

“It is one of my greatest joys to 
know that the parents can come 
to see their children perform to-
gether with their peers in school-
wide shows,” Goldberg said. “This 
is something that many parents 
don’t think their children could 
ever do. And yet some come for-
ward to shine like stars. It can be 
very emotionally rewarding for 
them to see their children as fea-
tured performers on stage.”

This diverse group of musi-
cal stars has been performing for 
school shows and functions sev-
eral times a year, and their popu-
larity has grown. A while back, 
a Technology Band was formed, 
and students rocked out holiday 
tunes, as well as Bob Marley’s 
“One Love,” on their tablets.

They’ve been featured at edu-

cation conferences, such as the 
Art for All Abilities Consortium’s 
annual conference at the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage in Manhattan 
and the UFT spring conference at 
the New York Hilton.

They’ve wowed audiences at 
two Manhattan Apple Stores, and 
even put on a concert in Washing-
ton, D.C. to open the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s International 
Education Week in 2014.

“As a group, they have also 
very successfully ventured into 
composition,” Goldberg said. 
Their song “Take a Stand” will 
be performed at Carnegie Hall in 
March and at the school’s Black 
History Month show at the end of 
February.

Since music is a universal 
language, it’s easy to understand 
how it can break through any per-
ceived boundaries and how it has 
brought out the best in Goldberg’s 
students.

He says it relaxes them and 
gets them prepared to focus and 
learn. “I can focus on the optimal 
qualities of music making, such 

as listening to each other, and ex-
pressing themselves within the 
structure of the musical context. 
Along with the way, iPad apps are 
modified for each student’s abil-
ity. The structure of the music  —  
beat, rhythm, harmony and melo-
dy — provides both the guidelines 
and impetus for student progress, 
both as music makers and as 
young people who are develop-
ing sharper motor and cognitive 
skills, which help the student’s 
overall learning abilities.”

Having taught at PS 177Q for 
25 years, Goldberg said, he finds 
that teaching music was far more 
challenging before he discovered 
iPads, which he was able to get 
thanks to a grant through his dis-
trict.

“Music still served as a power-
ful way for me to reach students, 
and I did whatever modifications 
I could of more traditional instru-
ments,” he noted.

While he says there are other 
iPad ensembles out there, and 
teachers using technology in their 
music classrooms, as a whole, he 
thinks music in schools is not 
nearly inclusive enough. 

Goldberg said he gets many 
questions from people across the 
country, and around the world, on 
how to incorporate technology in 
their ensembles, but those ques-
tions represent a small minority. 
“Unfortunately, these powerful 
new technologies, and the many 
ways they can be used to include 
everyone in viable, expressive 
and successful music making, is 
slow to catch on at this point.”

When asked why he enjoys his 
work despite the challenges, PS 
177Q’s numero uno music teacher 
replied: “In a sense, it’s the chal-
lenges that make my work so re-
warding. My students are very 
good-hearted young people. They 
often don’t realize what they are 
capable of. When I witness their 
expressions of joy when they dis-
cover their ability to play music, 
it brings me great joy.

“And possibly the most valu-
able outcome of music making 
is the social skills that are de-
veloped whenever a group of stu-
dents learns to play music togeth-
er. They go through the process 
of learning together, and they all 
realize the value of their contribu-
tion, and how it amounts to some-
thing even more powerful than 
themselves when done together 
with their peers.”

Local music teacher Adam Goldberg, teaches students with autism spectrum disorder and other learning challenges at PS 
177Q in Fresh Meadows. Photo by Harry Sakin
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10 Honoring MLK in Queens

Sen. Charles Schumer stops to take a selfie with a 
supporter at the annual United Negro College Fund 
breakfast at Antun’s in Queens Village.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

Alumni sorority sisters of Delta Sigma Theta don red dresses — a symbol of the fight against heart disease among women — with Schumer at the 
annual UNCF breakfast last Monday.  Photo by Nat Valetine

The longtime executive director of the Langston Hughes 
Community Library and Cultural Center in Corona, Andrew 
Jackson, speaks at the MLK Day ceremonies at the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center.  Photo by Nat Valentine 

Performers from the Vissi Dance Theater at the JPAC show.   
Photo by Nat Valentine 

Roger Toussaint, the former president of the Transit 
Workers Union in NYC who led a controversial subway strike 
in 2005, delivers the keynote address at the MLK Day cele-
bration at JPAC.  Photo by Nat Valentine

At the birthplace of Martin Luther King Jr. in Atlanta, Queens College professor Moshe Shur leads a student tour — timed to the MLK Day Holiday 
— of major sites in the civil rights leader’s life.  Twitter
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Tickets from $20 
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718.760.0064- The Boston Globe

HPD to blame in fatal Rockaway blaze: Electeds
BY BILL PARRY

A fatal blaze that tore 
through a Rockaway Beach 
high-rise Friday, injuring 17 
people, including nine police 
officers and three firefight-
ers, was ruled accidental by 
the FDNY, but it could have 
been prevented, according 
to several elected officials. 

Fire marshals say 
Ethel Davis, 91, died as a 
result of her injuries after 
a halogen lamp came into 
contact with combustibles 
in an 11th-floor apartment 
in the Dayton Beach Park 
complex along Shore Front 
Parkway. 

Lawmakers called out 
the city’s Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development for lack of 
oversight in providing an-
nual apartment inspections 
at the Mitchell-Lama De-
velopment Co-op, including 
state Assemblywoman Sta-
cey Pheffer Amato (D-Rock-
away Beach), who lives in 
the building.

“As a shareholder I am 
terrified, as an elected of-
ficial I am disgusted. Some-
thing is not right,” Pheffer 
Amato said Sunday. “Since 
being elected in 2016, I have 
expressed concerns regard-
ing the absence of annual 
apartment inspections with-
in DBP, as well as manage-
ment and board of director 
issues. Apartment inspec-
tions are not only necessary, 
but required in order to en-
sure the safety and quality 
of life for all shareholders. 
This fire was an incident 
waiting to happen.”

Pheffer Amato sent a let-
ter in August, at the request 
of hundreds of constituents 
and shareholders, to both 
HPD and First Service Resi-
dential, which managed the 
complex until December, ex-
pressing concerns of the ab-
sence of annual apartment 
inspections and received a 
response from the city agen-
cy that inspections would be 
conducted by the third week 
of September. According to 

residents, inspections have 
not commenced  as of Sun-
day.

“Months ago, the Hous-
ing and Preservation De-
partment said that inspec-

tions of this building would 
happen. They haven’t — and 
now, tragedy has struck,” 
city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer said. “Had it not 
been for the bravery of the 

FDNY and NYPD, this situ-
ation could have been far 
worse. 

“That inspections didn’t 
take place is deeply, deeply 
alarming. The agency must 
step up and ensure that all 
regulations are enforced, 
both in the Rockaways and 
across the city. This is about 
the safety of New Yorkers, 
and it’s about right and 
wrong.”

Stringer joined Pheffer 
Amato and state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
and urged HPD to conduct 
the inspections and conduct 
a full review of the misman-
agement of the board of 
directors and the manage-
ment company. 

“HPD takes its over-
sight of Mitchell-Lama 
developments extremely 
seriously,” an HPD spokes-
woman said. “This fire was 
a terrible tragedy, and our 
hearts go out to the fam-
ily of the woman who lost 
her life. Inspections are 
important for the health 

and safety of tenants in all 
buildings, and at Daytona 
Beach Park, the new man-
agement company had sent 
out notices of inspection.”

Inspections by the new 
management company were 
scheduled to begin Tuesday. 
The FDNY said there was no 
smoke alarm in the apart-
ment where the fire broke 
out, and heavy winds made 
the fire difficult to contain. 

“There is nothing worse 
than a loss of human life 
that could have been avoid-
ed,” state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said. “With the recent fire 
in Rockaway, if the collec-
tive voices of the buildings’ 
tenants were heard, a per-
son would be alive today. 
The city needs to do a bet-
ter job with inspections and 
working with management 
companies.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

A fatal blaze in Rockaway is blamed on a lack of oversight by a city 
agency by several elected officials. Twitter
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BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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stalking while police con-
fiscated guns and permits. 

The Human Rights 
Commission would not 
comment on the ongoing 
investigation and is help-
ing to organize the board 
election next month. Mean-
while, Milano’s attorney 
Jacob Laufer released a 
statement.

“To avoid wasting vital 
building resources fight-
ing over mischaracterized 
artwork that is historical 
in nature, and fending off 
demonstrably false and 
disturbing claims, the 
current board members 
have agreed not to run in 
the upcoming election,” 
Laufer said.

Van Bramer, who char-
acterized the building’s 
lobby as a “hate-crime 
scene,” was pleased with 
the latest development.

“Hate and bigotry have 
no place in Sunnyside or 
in Queens,” he said. “I am 
grateful to see that order 
and decency will be re-
stored to this condo with 

a new board after years 
of hatred and bullying. I 
believe that a new condo 
board will allow all resi-
dents to live peacefully 
without fear of racism, bul-
lying, and intimidation.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) spoke at 
the original rally outside 
the condominium, lament-
ing that the neighborhood 
had felt like a haven amid 
the rise of racism and big-
otry elsewhere following 
the election of President 
Donald Trump. He was re-
lieved to learn that Milano 
was standing down and 
that the residents of the 
condominium would re-
place the board with new 
leadership.

“It’s heartening to see 
our community’s activism 
get results,” Gianaris said. 
“There is no place for big-
otry in our diverse neigh-
borhoods, and I am glad 
the residents of this build-
ing can finally live free of 
harassment.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Milano
gers. That should help 
move passengers on the 
Rockaway route, which 
carried 545,000 passen-
gers after launching May 
1.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
hailed the growth in pop-
ularity but plans to begin 
a discussion to have the 
ferry system provide free 
transfers for riders that 
can be used on all MTA 
buses and trains. Cur-
rently, passengers pay a 
$2.75 fare for a one-way 
ticket on the NYC Ferry, 
and an additional $2.75 
for any MTA bus or train 
they wish to use.

“As the MTA contin-
ues to work on the next 
generation of the Met-
roCard, I ask that they 
take into consideration 
the growing number of 
people who use the NYC 
Ferry,” Addabbo said. 
“With the number of pas-
sengers on the NYC Ferry 
likely to increase in the 
coming years, it would 

be a major benefit for the 
riders if they could con-
tinue their route by us-
ing a free transfer onto 
an MTA-operated bus 
or train. Joining these 
parts of our city’s public 
transportation system 
will help everyone travel 
faster.”

NYCEDC Spokes-
woman Stephanie Baez 
responded favorably to 

Addabbo’s suggestion.
“As the MTA works 

to implement a new fare 
system, we’ll continue 
to discuss opportunities 
to integrate payment op-
tions,” she said.

Additionally, Addab-
bo plans to contact the 
NYCEDC about possibly 
expanding its free ferry 
bus shuttle service to 
residents of Broad Chan-
nel and Howard Beach. 

“Currently, residents 
of Broad Channel who 
drive and park their 
cars before boarding the 
NYC Ferry in the Rock-
aways can do it for free, 
while residents of How-
ard Beach who wish to do 
the same are inundated 
with the toll for cross-
ing the Cross Bay Veter-
ans Memorial Bridge,” 
Addabbo said. “That just 
adds an additional fare 
for those people, which 
isn’t fair. That is why 
I would  like to see the 
buses that bring people 
into the Rockaways to 
get the ferry expanded to 
Broad Channel and How-
ard Beach. This would 
provide these residents 

with an alternate way of 
getting to the ferry, and 
if the MTA transfer plan 
moves forward, it would 
be a free transfer from 
that bus onto the ferry.”

The NYEDC ridership 
review also showed that 
290,000 passengers trav-
eled the Astoria route, 
which launched Aug. 29.

“I am proud of the 
success of our expand-
ed NYC Ferry system,” 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “It has brought a 
vital transit option for 
residents of the Hallets 
peninsula and western 
Astoria while using our 
city’s greatest resource 
— our waterways. Since 
opening the Astoria 
route, we have seen ferry 
riders double citywide, 
which is a testament to 
the success of this new 
transportation system. I 
look forward to continu-
ing to work with NYCEDC 
as the system grows.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Ferry

NYC Ferry proves to be far more 
popular than the de Blasio ad-
ministration expected during 
its inaugural 2017 season. 
 Photo by Michael Shain



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
AN. 21, 2018

13

BRIDAL FASHION
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123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
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(917) 388-2341 
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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neighborhood, according 
to Lobell. 

“For some of the grant-
ees, they would not be able 
to create and then present 
their work if they did not 
have the funds to pay art-
ists and pay for materials 
to create.”

The Queens Arts Fund 
and the support from the 
QCA allows the individu-
als and organizations to 
pursue art and reach a 
wider audience than they 
would on their own, ac-
cording to Lobell.

 “Another reason for 
the importance of this 
grant is the ability to pro-
vide emerging artists and 
community-based orga-
nizations of diverse back-
grounds and disciples to 
provide open and equal 
access for audiences in all 
communities of Queens,” 
Lobell said. 

Among the recipients 
of Queens Arts Fund 
grants are 56 Queens art-
ists and 67 community 
organizations. 

The artists and organi-
zations work within seven 
disciplines: visual arts, 
film, theater, multimedia, 
literary art, dance and 
music, according to QCA. 

Half of the individual 
artists work with senior 
citizens at 28 senior cen-
ters across the borough in 
places like the Holliswood 
Neighborhood Senior Cen-
ter, the Corona Neighbor-
hood Senior Center, the 
Queensbridge-Riis Neigh-
borhood Senior Center, 
the CCNS Woodhaven 
Neighborhood Senior 
Center, the KCS Flushing 
Neighborhood Senior Cen-
ter and many more homes 
for the elderly in Queens. 

According to a spokes-
woman for the QCA, an-
other purpose of the art 
fund is to get local artists 
working on community 
programs and art projects 
to help increase the cul-
tural vibrancy of Queens.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

QCA
Jackson Heights resi-

dent Jessica Ramos, May-
or Bill de Blasio’s former 
director of community 
and ethnic media, who 
is challenging Peralta in 
November, issued a state-
ment last week after news 
broke that a former aide 
had accused Klein of forc-
ibly kissing her outside an 
Albany bar in 2015. Klein, 
of the Bronx, denies the 
accusation.

“Today, amid serious 
allegations of impropriety 
and sexual harassment by 
Senate IDC leader Jeffrey 
Klein, I call on State Sena-
tor Jose Peralta to end 
his defection and return 
to the Senate Democratic 
Conference,” Ramos said. 
“If Senator Peralta wants 
to be counted as a Demo-
crat, he must stand up for 
victims of sexual assault 
and refuse to be a part of a 
conference led by a sexual 
predator. 

“The #MeToo move-
ment is inspiring women 
across the country to 

speak out against sexual 
misconduct and I stand in 
solidarity with the brav-
ery and truth. We deserve 
to trust our elected lead-
ers with our voice and our 
safety.”

Peralta joined six other 
IDC members in issuing 
a joint statement stand-
ing by Klein, calling him 
a longtime champion for 
women and for the state. 
As for Ramos’s demand, 
Peralta was defiant.

“As a father, a husband 
and a son, I have zero tol-
erance for any attacks 
against women, and my 
record as a legislator is 
clear evidence of that,” 
Peralta said. “I have al-
ways fought tirelessly to 
protect women, to combat 
sexual harassment, to ad-
vocate for women’s rights, 
and funded groups that 
support victims of domes-
tic violence. 

“When I first ran for 
the state Senate, my cam-
paign focused on battling 
domestic violence and 
ensuring survivors had 
the necessary resources 
available to escape their 
abusers. I take all sexual 

harassment allegations 
seriously, and welcome 
any independent investi-
gation into this matter, as 
does Senator Klein. I am 
also a strong supporter 
of Governor Cuomo’s pro-
posal to fight sexual ha-
rassment  and looking for-
ward to working with my 
colleagues to pass this mu 
ch-needed reform. ”

During a rally at City 
Hall with a coalition of 
progressive Democratic 
women’s groups standing 
in solidarity with the for-
mer aide, Erica Vladimer, 
Ramos slammed Peralta 
and the other IDC mem-
bers, calling their defense 
of Klein  “straight out of 
the Republican playbook” 
 as members of Empire 
State Indivisible called 
on Cuomo to hasten an in-
dependent investigation 
and remove Klein from 
his position of power.

“Just as Republican 
elected officials offer 
thoughts and prayers af-
ter a school shooting but 
offer no action on gun con-
trol, in the same way that 
we see the devastation 
that Hurricane Maria left 

in Puerto Rico but Repub-
licans take no action on 
climate change, we need 
the IDC and the rest of 
the Senate to take action 
on this one, to stand up 
for women, to stand up 
for victims of sexual as-
sault,” Ramos said.

After the rally, Black 
Institute founder and 
President Bertha Lewis 
said the City Hall rally 
degraded the #MeToo 
movement by politiciz-
ing, trivializing and 
minimizing it.

“The political oppor-
tunism without investi-
gation or due process is 
rampant,” Lewis said. “It 
is clear that some groups 
are more concerned with 
taking down the IDC 
than addressing real con-
cerns about abuse by men 
in power. Both Senator 
Klein and Ms. Vladimer 
have called for an inves-
tigation. Let truth, not 
politics or agenda, rule 
the day.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

IDC
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

    Super 
   Sunday 2018

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE


