
BY MARK HALLUM

Elected officials in Bayside 
have sounded the alarm about a 
study being conducted by the city 
at Fort Totten to possibly expand 

the footprint of agencies operat-
ing there by creating training fa-
cilities for the Department of Cor-
rections and the New York Fire 
Department.

The city and state officials 

say they are appalled by what 
they see as a lack of transpar-
ency from Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
administration to the commu-
nity and reluctance to provide 
information about the proposal 

going back to 2015.
Assemblyman Edward Braun-

stein (D-Bayside) issued a joint 
statement with Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) on Tuesday 
 saying that there had been no 
discussion with community mem-
bers and that the only information 
they received was from an anony-
mous tip, mailed to Braunstein’s 
office, that provided FDNY docu-
ments saying a study to redevelop 
part of the park would be complete 
this month.

“I strongly oppose the creation 
of a new DOC training facility at 
Fort Totten and find it outrageous 
that the city is secretly consider-
ing this proposal which could 
have a detrimental impact on our 
parkland,” Braunstein said. “Re-
cently, Community Board 7 noti-
fied my office that DOC was con-
sidering a facility at Fort Totten. 
Upon receiving this information, 
my requests to various city agen-
cies have failed to result in any 
substantive information. This is 
despite the fact that the City of 
New York has been considering 
this proposal as far back as 2015.”

 Braunstein went on: “It is ab-
solutely unacceptable that a pro-
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Queens is a hot bed of fencing talent. St John’s University hosts a top-flight, six-school invitational every winter, 
featuring big-name programs likesof Harvard, Ohio State and the fencers shown here — Columbia and Notre Dame.   
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BLADE RUNNERS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

In 2017, New York state had a 
record number of cases of Legion-
naires’ disease, more than any 
other state in the country per cap-
ita, according to the Allegiance to 
Prevent Legionnaires’ Disease.

This news comes months after 
a cluster that plagued Downtown 
Flushing in October led to 15 diag-
noses of the disease. 

Legionnaires’ disease is 
caused by the bacteria Legion-
ella. Symptoms typically include 
fever, cough, chills, muscle aches, 
headache, fatigue, loss of appetite, 
confusion and diarrhea, and they 
appear two to 10 days after signifi-
cant exposure to the bacteria, ac-
cording to the City Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene.

Legionnaires’ disease cannot 
be spread from person to person; 
most cases can be traced to plumb-
ing systems where conditions are 
favorable for Legionella growth, 
such as cooling towers, whirlpool 
spas, hot tubs, humidifiers, hot 
water tanks, and evaporative con-
densers of large air-conditioning 

BY BILL PARRY

A Long Island City strip joint was closed 
down last Friday by members of the NYPD 
vice squad by order of the Queens Supreme 
Court. 

Show Palace, at 45-20 21st St., was shut-

NYPD closes down 
LIC strip club

BY BILL PARRY

Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
secured $1 million in capital 
funding for three projects at 
Mount Sinai Queens in As-
toria that she nominated for 
support from the New York 

State Assembly. The invest-
ment helps further the ex-
pansion that built a five-story 
Pavilion with new operating 
suites, facilities for primary 
care and an expanded emer-
gency room with an off-street 
ambulance bay.

“I’m proud to support the 

hospital’s expansion of treat-
ment resources that will save 
lives and preserve the health 
and well-being of western 
Queens residents,” Simotas 
said. 

The money she secured 
include $500,000 toward the 
construction of the Pediat-

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas (l.) 
presents a check for $1 million to Mount 
Sinai Queens’ Executive Director Caryn 
Schwab. Courtesy of Simotas’ office

Legionnaires’ 
cases spiked 
65% in 2017

City eyes Bayside’s Fort Totten
Electeds object to Dept. of Corrections, FDNY facilities in park

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 12

Mount Sinai gets $1M investment
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Queensbridge family gets option for new home 
BY BILL PARRY

A large family that has 
been tormented by an in-
festation of cockroaches in 
its Queensbridge Houses 
apartment since July 2016 
is now at the top of a wait-
ing list for a new apart-
ment in Queens, accord-
ing to the New York City 
Housing Authority, but 
five-bedroom apartments 
are rare in public housing, 
with only one available in 
the borough last year. 

Warda Ibrahim, 37, and 
her husband Tarek Ali, 
51, have been offered, and 
are open to accepting, an 
available apartment in 
Staten Island for a more 
immediate move with their 
nine children, who range 
in age from 2 months to 19 
years.

“We have been work-
ing with the family to pro-
vide them an apartment as 
soon as we can,” NYCHA 
spokeswoman Jasmine 
Blake said. “While we 
waited for an apartment 
to become available, we 
continued to respond to all 
repair requests, including 
sending an exterminator 
this weekend.”

It was the third time 
exterminators had treat-
ed the apartment since 
August, according to NY-
CHA, which saw its sec-
ond-in-command hand in 
his resignation. NYCHA 
General Manager Michael 
Kelly became the third of-
ficial to step down since 
the agency became mired 
in scandal after it violated 
federal standards requir-
ing lead paint inspections.

“It was a decision at a 
natural point,” Mayor Bill 
de Blasio told New York 1 
on Monday. “It’s a natural 
point where people have 
to make a decision about 
their own life. Michael 
Kelly did some very good 
work and very important 
work for NYCHA. It was 
a good moment for him to 
move on.”

The mayor stuck by his 
embattled NYCHA chair-
woman, Shola Olatoye, 
who is the target of a probe 
by the city’s Department 
of Investigation, which is 
looking into allegations 
she lied about the lead 
paint inspections while 
testifying under oath at 
the City Council. Olatoye 
claimed that inspections 

of 4,200 apartments were 
carried out by workers 
with proper Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment certification.

DOI found that the in-
spectors did not have HUD 
certification. 

“The chair was truthful 
and relied on the facts pro-
vided to her. She was told 
staff had been trained,” 
said Blake, the NYCHA 
spokeswoman. “We will 
evaluate DOI’s claims to 
understand their asser-

tions here,”
Olatoye could face a 

misdemeanor charge or 
face fines of up to $1,000.

“Shola Olatoye has run 
the Housing Authority for 
four years, took an almost 
bankrupt organization, 
righted its finances, made 
it stable, created a plan 
to invest in the future,” 
de Blasio said Wednes-
day morning on WNYW’s 
“Good Day New York.” 
“When you look at the head 
of an organization who 

has steadily, consistently, 
improved a very troubled 
organization, guess what? 
She needs to stay for the 
good of those residents, 
and I don’t care how many 
people feel differently. 

“I’ve gone into those 
buildings. I talk to these 
residents. It’s my respon-
sibility to make sure they 
are safe. She has helped 
make them safer; she has 
helped to protect them.”

Meanwhile, the mayor 
appointed Vito Mustaci-
uolo  to replace Kelly as 
NYCHA acting general 
manager, overseeing the 
maintenance of all devel-
opments. It was Kelly who 
gave de Blasio and other 
elected officials a tour 
of the boiler room when 
heat and hot water failed 
at the Woodside Houses 
as Winter Storm Grayson 
slammed the city Jan. 4.

De Blasio announced 
last week that the city will 
invest $13 million to help 
NYCHA respond rapidly 
to future heating emergen-
cies and replace failing 
equipment.

“This investment will 
address some of our most 
problematic infrastruc-

ture through this recent 
cold spell and also in-
crease staffing so we can 
respond to outages faster,” 
Olatoye said. “This sup-
port from Mayor de Blasio 
will literally keep the heat 
on in thousands of NYCHA 
homes and is critical in 
our efforts to improve ser-
vice for residents.”

While the heat failure 
at the Woodside Houses 
was due to low gas pres-
sure, and National Grid 
sent crews to resolve that 
issue, boiler failure was 
to blame at the sprawling 
Redfern Houses in Far 
Rockaway, where nearly 
1,500 residents were left in 
the cold. 

This fall, NYCHA broke 
ground on a new elevated 
boiler plan that will in-
clude a new community 
center and day care center 
as part of a $123 million in-
vestment under the agen-
cy’s Office of Recovery 
and Resilience as part of a 
Superstorm Sandy-related 
grant.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Foreclosures in the city 
have hit their highest peak 
since 2009, according to 
PropertyShark, a real estate 
analytic company.

PropertyShark has re-
leased its annual foreclosure 
report, focusing on residen-
tial properties scheduled 
for auction for the first time 
in 2017. PropertyShark re-
vealed that 3,306 homes were 
so scheduled in New York 
City, up 58 percent from the 
2016 total. The report also 
revealed that the number of 
foreclosures in the city has 
doubled since 2015, when 
there were only 1,762 foreclo-
sure auctions. 

After having peaked 
in 2008, new foreclosures 
in the city dropped yearly 

until they bottomed out in 
2012. According to Proper-
tyShark, after 2012, it traced 
a slow but steady increase 
in new auctions until 2017, 
when new foreclosure auc-
tions exploded. “As a result,” 
the study said, “the number 
of homes scheduled for auc-
tion is now getting close to 
the levels seen in the after-
math of the financial crisis.”

Queens continues to have 
the highest number of fore-
closures in the city, rising 40 
percent from 2016 with 1,260 
homes scheduled in 2017. 
Southeast Queens, which 
includes Jamaica, Rochdale 
and Springfield Gardens, 
once again had the highest 
number of auctions, with 
114 homes scheduled in 2017. 
Eastern Queens neighbor-
hoods like Fresh Meadows 

and Glen Oaks saw the low-
est number of foreclosures 
last year. 

Although Queens had 
the highest number of fore-
closure cases in 2017, it did 
not experience the highest 
percentage increase year-
over-year. That was in Stat-
en Island, with a 134 percent 
year-over-year increase, 
with 428 first-time foreclo-
sure auctions scheduled in 
2017, compared with 183 in 
2016. 

Bronx foreclosures rose 
44 percent from 2016, with 
650 homes scheduled for auc-
tion, the highest numbers 
in the borough in a decade, 
the study said. Brooklyn 
doubled its foreclosure auc-
tions in 2017, with 827 homes 
scheduled. The highest con-
centration of foreclosures 

was focused on the Eastern 
part of the borough, includ-
ing Canarsie and East New 
York. 

Manhattan has seen very 
little fluctuation in homes 
scheduled for auctions, Ac-
cording to PropertyShark, 
the big ticket auction in the 
borough was the luxury con-
do development One57. 

In a positive develop-
ment, PropertyShark said, 
the number of homes that 
received lis pendens notices, 
alerting the owners to prop-
erty lawsuits, went down 4 
percent citywide, down from 
12,573 in 2016 to 12,072 in 
2017. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

A large family tormented by a cockroach infestation at the 
Queensbridge Houses is given an option for a new apartment by 
NYCHA as the agency undergoes an unrelated leadership change. 

Photo by By Metro Centric/Wikimedia Commons

Southeast Queens leads borough in 2017 foreclosures 

Foreclosures are on the rise in New York City.     Wikimedia Commons
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For more  information contact Mr Robert Botero 718-886-7250 ext. 558 or text 718-3090589

Email: admissions@holycrosshs.org

 Holy Cross
High School

26-20 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing, NY 11358

Our graduates have a competitive edge 

in regards to scholarships and programs

with colleges and Universities 

throughout the country

including the University of Notre Dame,   

Stonehill College, King’s College, 

Holy Cross College, St. Edwards’s University 

and University of Portland

Congratulations to all of the
accepted students making history
as members of the Class of 2022!

Upgrades planned for Forest Hills Jewish Center 
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Forest Hills Jewish 
Center will be getting 
some upgrades. 

Executive Director Deb-
orah Gregor confirmed 
that the center, located 
at 106-06 Queens Blvd., is 
in early discussions with 
developers to “modern-
ize” the building. During 
the renovation, the center 
will move into temporary 
quarters on Austin Street, 
probably in 2019. 

The community cen-
ter has been a fixture in 
the Forest Hills neigh-
borhood community for 
than 80 years. It currently 
houses a nursery school, a 
religious school and a self-
help senior center.

The main reason for 
the repairs, Gregor said, 
is that the building’s 
original design is outdat-
ed. She said the current 
building was designed 
and built in the 1940s for 
a congregation that was 

much different from the 
one served now. 

“What the congregants 
of FHJC hope to achieve by 
this project is to sustain 
our congregation for gen-
erations to come,” Gregor 
said. “But our building is 
old. Its design no longer 
suits the needs of our cur-
rent community, and it is 
too big and expensive to 
maintain and operate. 

“Redeveloping our site 
will allow us to build the 
Forest Hills Jewish Center 
that our community needs 
now and for the future.”

Developers have been 
chosen, Gregor said, and 
there is an outline of a 
plan. The center will 
move into the temporary 
quarters on Austin Street 
while the existing build-
ing is being redeveloped. 
Once the work is done, 
she said, the center will 
return to the old location 
in a new facility designed 
to meet all congregation 
needs, housed in a build-

ing that will include com-
mercial and residential 
components, and parking.

All mission-driven 
programs will continue 

to operate in the interim 
location, including daily, 
Shabbat and holiday ser-
vices, and the nursery 
school, universal prekin-

dergarten and the reli-
gious school. The SelfHelp 
Austin St. Senior Center 
will continue to be accom-
modated in the building.

Because the commu-
nity center is a nonprofit, 
the plan must first be 
approved by the board 
of trustees, voted on by 
membership and approved 
by the New York State At-
torney General’s Office. 
The current projected 
timeline, which is still not 
concrete, foresees submis-
sion of the proposal to the 
Attorney General’s Office 
in 2018 and a move to the 
temporary location in 
2019. 

“There are many com-
plicated and difficult 
details to be resolved be-
fore the project can com-
mence,” Gregor said, “but 
our ultimate goal from 
the start has always been, 
and continues to be, serv-
ing our members and our 
community, as we have for 
88 years.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

The Forest Hills Jewish Center building will be getting some repairs. 
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TANGO  
FIRE

Sat. Feb. 3 – 2pm & 8pm 
Sun. Feb. 4 – 3pm
Tickets from $20 
www.queenstheatre.org 
718.760.0064- The Boston Globe

www.metrocitybank.com

Fort Lee Branch

Bayside Branch

- Commercial & SBA Loans - 
Kenny Hong 201-720-8166

Joseph Kim 646-740-8997

- Residential Mortgage Loans (NMLS#874399) -
Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288

Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-693-7006 

10 Month CD 
1.80% APY*

The rate is effective as of January 24, 2018 and subject to change without notice

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield          *Minimum $1,000 to open 
*Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal before maturity

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing) has in-
troduced a bill that aims 
to increase the number 
of women on state public 
boards. 

The bill will target all 
statewide public authori-
ties, local development cor-
porations, and industrial 
development agencies and 
would ensure adequate fe-
male representation and 
appointments of commis-
sioners to the Port Author-
ity of New York and New 
Jersey.

Rozic has partnered 
with the New Jersey State 
Legislature on the bill, in-
cluding Assemblywoman 
Pamela Lampitt (D-Cherry 
Hill), who will be introduc-
ing similar legislation in 
the New Jersey Assembly. 

Rozic said she was in-
spired to introduce this 
bill after reading accounts 
about a lack of diversity 
on the Port Authority’s 
Board of Commissioners 
in 2016. Just last week, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
the New York State Coun-
cil on Women and Girls 
announced their agenda 

to increase the number of 
women on state boards.

“I decided to take an in-
depth look into women’s 
leadership positions across 
state boards,” she said. 
“Since then, three women 
have been appointed to 
PANYNJ’s board, but New 
York has a long way to go 
in closing the gender lead-
ership gap. I applaud Gov-
ernor Cuomo for including 
this issue among his priori-
ties this year and look for-
ward to increased diversity 
on our public boards.”

Rozic’s bill would di-
rect appointing powers, 
including the governors 
of New York and New Jer-
sey, to make appointments 
of commissioners that 
ensure that women make 
up 50 percent of appoint-
ed commissioners. Data 
compiled by the state Au-
thorities Budget Office in 
2015 showed that although 
women make up more than 
half of New York’s popula-
tion, they constitute only 
21.7 percent of positions 
on local development cor-
porations, 20.26 percent 
of industrial development 
agencies, and 20.9 percent 
of other LDCs and state 

public authorities.  
The Port Authority is 

led by a board of 12 com-
missioners, three of them 
women, and no public state 
board in New York consists 
of a majority of women.

Rozic said that while 
gender-quota directives 
are more common to in-
crease women’s leadership 
on corporate boards in the 
private sector, their enact-
ment has proved success-
ful in closing the leader-
ship gap.

Lampitt, of New Jersey, 
said more should be done 
this year to ensure equal 
representation.

“Since its establish-
ment, the Port Author-
ity of New York and New 
Jersey Board of Commis-
sioners has been dispro-
portionately comprised 
of white males,” she said. 
“This is unacceptable in 
this day and age, and we 
must do more to foster di-
versity and promote equal 
representation within our 
public institutions.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Rozic’s bill aims to add  
women to state boards

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (l), with Council member Paul Vallone last year, is sponsoring a new law 
that would ensure full  female representation at the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.  

Photo by Michael Shain 
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Police summit comes to Queens
Relationship-building tour set to finish in South Jamaica

 BY NAEISHA ROSE

The last leg of the 
five-borough “Still We 
Rise NYC Human Justice 
Summit” will be held at 
 10 a.m. Wednesday  at the 
New Jerusalem Worship 
Center, 122-05 Smith St. 
on the corner of Baisley 
Boulevard in South Ja-
maica.

The police summit 
will feature clergy, lo-
cal members of the com-
munity and the top brass 
of the New York Police 
Department, including 
Commissioner James P. 
O’Neill. 

The boroughwide po-
lice tour was the brain-
child of the Rev. Que 
English, the founder of 
the New York City Clergy 
Roundtable, a nonprofit 
in which grass-roots 
religious leaders work 
with civic leaders and 
local agencies to tackle 
social problems. 

Her hope for the sum-
mit was to improve re-
lations between the 
African-American com-
munity and police offi-
cers. 

“The whole purpose 
of this is to build bridges 
and not burning them,” 
English said. “A lot of 
times, we on both sides 
judge without listening 
and without hearing.”

English believes it is 
necessary for the black 
community and police 

officers to have a better 
communal relationship.

“At the end of the day, 
we will always coexist,” 
English said. “It was im-
portant to have this dia-
logue in the city in order 
to assure that public 
safety was viewed as a 
shared responsibility.”

The Rev. Dr. Calvin 
Rice, a senior pastor 
at New Jerusalem who 
grew up in Staten Is-
land and attended that 

borough’s police sum-
mit last month, said he 
found that one “very in-
formative” and was look-
ing forward to learning 
how officers plan on ad-
dressing issues specific 
to Queens. 

 “This is something 
that will benefit the 
community,” Rice said, 
“I want them to be aware 
of it.”

At the Staten Island 
summit, Rice said, he 

was impressed by the po-
lice officers’ programs 
to reach youths and 
their new approach to 
policing. 

“They have taken kids 
out to the police range to 
let them see what police 
do,” Rice said. “They  
have a police cadets 
program, and they are 
making a real effort to 
recruit more African-
American policemen to 
serve in their own com-
munities.”

Rice was also pleased 
with Commissioner 
O’Neill’s use of precision 
policing and the Neigh-
borhood Coordination 
Officer initiative.

“The commissioner 
seems to have a hands-
on kind of approach,” 
Rice said. “I want to hear 
what they have geared 
towards this area and 
the borough. It seems 
like this commissioner 
has given them the lee-
way to design their own 
policing based on what 
issue is plaguing each 
neighborhood.”

Rice added, “Everyone 
needs shoes, but they all 
come in different sizes.”

The doors open at 9 
a.m., and people are en-
couraged to arrive by 
9:45. 

Reach reporter 
Naeisha Rose by email at 
nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

There will be a police summit at New Jerusalem Worship Center in 
South Jamaica on Jan. 31. 

Miller reappointed
Civil Service chair 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) has 
been reappointed as the 
chairman of the Com-
mittee on Civil Service 
and Labor. He was also 
appointed to the Commit-
tees on Land Use, Public 
Safety and Immigration 
and the Subcommittee on 
Landmarks, Public Siting 
and Maritime Uses.

“When I took office in 
2014, a full one-third of 
the city’s workforce was 
eligible for retirement 
within a few years,” Mill-
er said. “We engaged our 
partners in government 
and labor to provide Civil 
Service 101 workshops 
throughout the city. I 
am proud to say that to-
day, following years of 
decline, the municipal 
workforce has increased 
by 20 percent.”

One of the ways Miller 
managed to engage the 
community in getting 
careers in civil service 
was by helping to open a 
testing center at 118-35 
Queens Blvd. in Forest 
Hills, according to the 
councilman’s office. 

Previously, Queens res-
idents who wanted to work 
for the city had to travel to 
Manhattan or Brooklyn, 
according to the Depart-
ment of Citywide Admin-
istrative Services. 

The Civil Service Cen-
ter in Forest Hills has 
computerized tests and 

is open six days a week, 
according to DCAS. The 
center also offers voca-
tional training and semi-
nars.

In 2014, the civil exams 
were decentralized, al-
lowing management more 
f lexibility in the hiring 
process and online job 
listings as well as appli-
cations, thanks to a push 
from state and city elect-
ed officials, according to 
Randy Paul Battaglio, the 
author of “Public Human 
Resource Management.”

“The opening of a new 
testing center in Queens, 
as well as the streamlin-
ing of testing processes, 
has significantly im-
proved the civil service 
exam experience for ev-
eryone,” Miller said. 

Worker protection and 
retentions laws by Miller 
and several elected offi-
cials across the state also 
helped thousands of jobs 
in the hotel, bus and gro-
cery industries, by advo-
cating for initiatives like 
paid sick leave.

“We championed the 
passage of an ambitious 
Paid Sick Leave provi-
sion that enabled work-
ing families to no longer 
choose between earning 
a living and caring for ei-
ther themselves or a loved 
one,” said Miller said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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1 New money only. APY effective December 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. 
Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New money 
required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you with 
access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

24-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

pen any FlFlusushing Bank Compmpleletete C Cheheckckiing account

CCCCeeertififi
15-Month 

Certificate of Deposit

1.75%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Former City Council hopeful goes to trial
 BY MARK HALLUM

 A unsuccessful City 
Council candidate went on 
trial Jan. 10 on charges that 
she submitted fraudulent 
campaign contribution re-
ports in order to cash in on 
the city’s matching-funds 
program.

Celia Dosamantes, 26, 
was a Bellerose resident 
when she and other can-
didates faced now-Coun-
cilman Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Oakland Gardens) in a 
primary for a 2015 special 
election. Grodenchik went 
on to win Mark Weprin’s 
former seat. Dosamantes, 
who was indicted last year, 
is accused of trying to pock-
et about $19,000 for 32 ficti-
tious contributions to her 
campaign.

The New York Post re-
ported that Dosamantes’s 
lawyer argued that she 
had no knowledge that the 
amount on contribution 
cards had been fudged to 
show a higher contribution 

to take advantage of the 
$6-to-$1 matching program.

“This is about a candi-
date who wanted control,” 
Manhattan prosecutor 
Philip Gary said. “She 
wanted control so that no 
one — not a staffer, not an 
auditor, not a contributor 
— could get in her way of 
stealing more than $19,000 
from they city’s taxpayers. 
She’s not a person to play by 
the rules.”

In order to claim the 
funds, the authorities said, 
Dosamantes signed off 
on dozens of contribution 
cards filed to the Campaign 
Finance Board that had 
been digitally altered be-
tween Aug. 6 and 10, 2015. 

According to the indict-
ment, the filings made it 
seem as though donors had 
contributed twice. All con-
firmed that they had not.

The indictment said that 
during a CFB visit to Dosa-
mantes’s home in 2015, the 
candidate hid the addition-
al contribution cards in a 
file folder on her lap.

Dosamantes said to 
the CFB multiple times 
she was only in charge of 
handling cash contribu-
tions, but a majority of the 
paperwork regarding the 
campaign’s finances had 
been kept in her Queens 
home.

A search warrant was 
eventually issued, and au-

thorities took computers and 
documents showing forged 
contribution cards and other 
documents filed to the CFB 
website, which browser his-
tory showed had been visited 
multiple times, according to 
the indictment.

Before running for of-
fice, Dosamantes served 
as an aid to Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and grew up in Eastern 
Queens. She attended 
Francis Lewis High School 
and was trying to finish 
law school at the time of 
the campaign.

She campaigned on is-
sues such as senior trans-
portation solutions and 
school overcrowding.

The Manhattan district 
attorney’s office is han-
dling the prosecution.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by email at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Celia Dosamantes, 26, went to trial for campaign violations 
from her 2015 run for the seat now held by Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik. Photo by Michael Shain 

She’s not a person to play 
by the rules.

Philip Gray
Prosecutor
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Enrichment at
QPAC’s after-school Dance Program

To Register call 718-631-6311
or Register online WWW.VISITQPAC.ORG

222-05 56TH AVENUE, BAYSIDE, NY 11364  :  Queensborough Performing Arts Center -  QPAC    :  @visitQPAC

Queensborough 
Performing 
Arts Center

TWO AGE GROUPS: 4:00pm - 5:30pm for ages 8-13 • 5:30pm - 7:00pm for ages 14-18 
Thursdays: February 15, 2018   — May 3, 2018 (skip 2/22, 4/5) with the Culminating Performance in a Professional Venue

MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Applications will be available online February 1st, 2018

Lottery to be held on April 13th, 2018 at 7pm

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

info@middlevillageprep.org

middlevillageprep.org

  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 2nd, 2018

Preference given to students living in District 24

and children of MVP Employees

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us

train

M
id

d
le
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reparatory Charter Sc
h

o
o
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We encourage all students from District 24 to apply,

including English Language Learners(ELLs)

and students with IEPs.

�������	


Project
Lead the Way

Robotics

Band
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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O’NEILL’S MASPETH
THE BIG GAME CATERING

TRY OUR 
FAMOUS WINGS 
ORDER 20, 50, 100, 200, OR MORE

GIVE US A CALL TO PLACE YOUR ORDER

ORDER HALF TRAYS OR FULL TRAYS

SLIDERS

DELIVERY
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

ric Emergency Room, which 
provides a dedicated, fam-
ily-friendly space for rapid 
evaluation, stabilization and 
treatment of babies and chil-
dren. The space ensures that 
children don’t have to wait 
with adults and can be given 
specialized treatment while 
their families are accommo-
dated.

Simotas also secured 
$250,000 toward the construc-
tion of the Interventional 
Radiology Unit, which uses 
state-of-the-art technology to 
offer the safest minimally in-
vasive treatment options for 
cancers, kidney and vascular 
diseases, and uterine fibroids, 
among other maladies. An-
other $250,000 goes toward 
construction of the Cardiac 
and Critical Care Resuscita-
tion Unit, which is a key area 
of the emergency department 
for life-threatening illnesses 
and injuries, including com-
plex traumatic injuries and 
heart attacks.

“It’s wonderful for our 
community that Mount Si-
nai Queens is now deliver-

ing the same world-class 
medical care that is avail-
able across the river,” Simo-
tas said. “When my father 
needed vascular surgery 
many years ago, he had to go 
to Manhattan, so I know how 
much it means to families to 
have their loved ones treated 
nearby.”

The $125 million expan-
sion began in 2013 behind the 
original building at Crescent 
Street and 30th Avenue, site 
of the original Astoria Gen-
eral Hospital. The closest hos-
pital is more than three miles 
away.

“Mount Sinai Queens con-
tinues to transform health 
care in our great borough,” 
Mount Sinai Executive Direc-
tor Caryn Schwab said. “The 
expansion of services in our 
new state-of-the-art Pavilion 
has allowed us to improve 
the quality and complexity of 
health care offered right here 
in Queens. We couldn’t do 
this without great partners 
like Assemblymember Ara-
vella Simotas. The funding 
she’s helped secure is going to 
make a real difference in the 
lives of our residents. We are 
incredibly grateful for her ef-
forts and support.”

Continued from Page 1 

Mount Sinai
posal of this magnitude was 
not shared with elected of-
ficials and the community 
board for over two years. 
Given the lack of transpar-
ency and absence of public 
input, I call on Mayor de 
Blasio to immediately aban-
don any plans for a DOC 
facility at the Fort Totten 
campus.”

Fort Totten was convert-
ed into a park, for the most 
part, more than 20 years 
ago, but has remained a gov-
ernment installation with 
military and other agencies 
operating at the complex.

Last August, the ribbon 
was cut on a $12 million up-
grade to a U.S. Army build-
ing at Fort Totten to help 
the facility maintain mili-
tary equipment for installa-
tions across the region.

“It is gravely concern-
ing when any of our parks, 
especially a place as special 
as Fort Totten, is targeted 
for development,” Vallone 
said. “Fort Totten’s loca-
tion is nestled in a small 
residential community that 

lacks the infrastructure, 
public transportation and 
accessibility for a develop-
ment of this magnitude.”

According to the docu-
ments: “Over the past two 
years, the city has moved 
aggressively to determine 
not only the overall scope/
cost of the agency’s reuse 
goals but has looked to re-
use a portion of the campus 
to create a permanent home 

for the city’s Department of 
Correction (DOC) Training 
Academy. In 2015, the Fire 
Department, working with 
the City’s Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (OMB) and 
the Department of Design 
and Construction (DDC), 
initiated the first of two ma-
jor consultant studies. With 
the utility study completed 
the department, along with 
OMB, DDC, and DOC, ini-

tiated an analysis of class-
room requirements to real-
ize the Fire Department’s 
training goals and to create 
a new DOC academy.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) voiced his con-
cerns the week before to Val-
lone and Braunstein, stating 
that he had filed a Freedom 
of Information request about 
the proposal and that he had 
not received a response from 
any agencies involved.

“What are you hiding? In 
addition, why has the com-
munity been left out of this 
discussion and when were 
you going to notify the com-
munity of your plans — af-
ter the fact?” Avella said in 
a letter to de Blasio. “Fort 
Totten is a wonderful park 
resource for the community. 
We have been happy that the 
FDNY and NYPD occupy 
space in the fort; but plans 
to expand the footprint of 
city agencies and the use of 
the fort by DOC must have 
the approval/support of the 
community.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Ft. Totten

State Sen. Tony Avella objected to lack of transparancy regard-
ing use of Fort Totten. Photo by Michael Shain
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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tered because of alleged 
prostitution one month 
after elected officials 
and community leaders 
called for action by the 
NYPD and the Queens 
District Attorney’s Of-
fice under the city’s nui-
sance abatement laws.

The rally followed a 
Dec. 1 sweep by police in 
which five women were 
arrested on prostitution 
charges. State Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria), who called the all-
nude nightclub “a thorn 
in our community’s 
side” and helped lead the 
fight to close it down for 
more than half a decade, 
wants it to stay closed.

“The closure of Show 
Palace is an important 
and hard-fought success 
for our community,” 
Gianaris said. “Thanks 
to the NYPD and the 
Queens district attorney 
for continuing to protect 
our neighborhoods. I 
will remain vigilant in 
case this establishment 

attempts to open again.”
The club is owned 

by the same group that 
owns Sin City in the 
South Bronx, which was 
known for gang activity, 
shootings and prostitu-
tion before losing its li-
quor license last May. 
The owners would have 
to go to court in order to 
reopen the venue.

“I am pleased to that 
Show Palace has final-
ly been shut down for 
good,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “For 
years, this establish-
ment was a blight on a 
fantastic neighborhood 
that serves as the gate-
way to Queens. Show 
Palace had brought un-
wanted violence and 
crime to this commu-
nity for years, and its 
closure has finally rid 
Long Island City of a bad 
actor that only served to 
harm an otherwise great 
neighborhood.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Strip club
systems, the DOH said. 

In August 2015, New York 
recorded the worst outbreak 
of Legionnaires’ disease in 
the state’s history when 133 
Bronx residents contracted 
the disease, resulting in 16 
deaths. Emergency state 
and city regulations were 
enacted. The Allegiance to 
Prevent Legionnaires’ Dis-
ease reports that despite 
the regulations, two years 
later, New York state led 
the nation again with 1,009 
cases reported to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, a 
38 percent increase in cases 
compared with 2016. 

Of the state total, New 
York City recorded 441 
cases, a 65 percent increase 
over 2016. The city’s 2017 
case total outpaced 2015, 
the year of the city’s worst 
outbreak.

Daryn Cline, APLD 
spokesman, said the contin-
ued rise in New York is be-
cause of the city’s focus on 
water management. 

“This is especially trou-
bling since New York is 

holding itself out as the 
leader in Legionnaires’ dis-
ease prevention,” he said. 
“The truth of the matter 
is their emphasis on water 
management inside the 
building has not had an im-
pact on decreasing the rate 
of disease.”

APLD has been critical 
of the New York City and 
state’s response to prevent-
ing cases of Legionnaires’ 
since regulations were put 
in place after the Bronx out-
break in 2015. 

John Letson, a member 
of the organization and 
vice president of plant op-
erations at Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center, 
said APLD’s main conten-
tion is that the regulations 
are too narrowly focused 
on building equipment and 
do not address the source 
problem — Legionella en-
tering buildings from the 
public water supply and dis-
tribution system.

“Building equipment 
uses the same water source 
that supplies our shower 
heads and faucets,” Letson 
said.  “Without addressing 
the bacteria entering our 
buildings from the public 

distribution system, the is-
sues we face with Legion-
ella are not going to end. 

“According to the CDC, 
35 percent of Legionnaires’ 
disease outbreaks can be at-
tributed to conditions and 
disruptions to water service 
outside of the building. In 
order to keep people safe, es-
pecially those with compro-
mised immune systems and 
patients receiving outpatient 
care, more must be done to 
remove the threat of Legion-
ella in our public water.”

DOH spokesman Chris-
topher Miller said that the 
number of Legionnaire’s 
disease cases reported na-
tionwide has been on the 
rise since 2000 and that 
the increase is likely the 
result of increased aware-
ness, better reporting and 
improved testing. DOH said 
other factors include an ag-
ing population that is more 
vulnerable to disease and 
aging infrastructure.

Miller said that New 
York City is the most ag-
gressive in following up 
on all Legionella cases 
reported and that the de-
partment tries to obtain 
exposure history for all 

cases. Miller said not all 
U.S. jurisdictions do this, 
so there is an incomplete 
picture of Legionella-re-
lated disease in the U.S. 

Miller said that every 
year, there are 200 to 450 
cases of Legionnaires’ dis-
ease in the city. The trend 
in disease cases in New 
York City mirrors the na-
tional data, according to 
the CDC.

“After the outbreak in 
the South Bronx in 2015,” 
Miller said, “the Health De-
partment announced a com-
prehensive plan to reduce 
the risk of Legionnaires’ 
disease outbreaks in the 
city, including implementa-
tion of the toughest cooling 
tower regulations in the 
nation, the hiring of more 
inspectors and training of 
existing city personnel to 
inspect towers if needed, 
expanded lab capacity, and 
faster community notifi-
cation. This robust public 
health measure is unique 
in the U.S.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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