
BY BILL PARRY

The founder of Long Island 
City’s Secret Theatre had 
feared he would have to shut 
its doors for good next month 

after a revenue shortfall, but 
community support, and a 
cooperative landlord, have 
put the 99-seat venue on more 
stable ground. Richard Mazda, 
60, blamed the vicissitudes of 

the economy, fear about ongo-
ing funding for the arts, and 
“general 2017 malaise” for 
the Secret Theatre’s financial 
troubles.

 “We never make a profit, 

and at the end of the year we 
always come up short about 
$20,000 in the hole,” Mazda 
said. “We’re trying to stabilize 
the situation, and my landlord 
is working with us. He agreed 
to let me go month to month, 
and we’re getting small exten-
sions as we go along.”

The Secret Theatre, at 44-02 
23rd St., launched a GoFundMe 
campaign so it could continue 
to provide a platform for musi-
cals, Shakespeare and contem-
porary shows, drama classes 
for the community’s children 
and for the Queens New Musi-
cal Festival, the Queensboro 
Dance Festival and the Sounds 
of the Arts Festival. And Maz-
da thanked the community for 
its response.

“We’re at 62 percent of our 
$20,000 goal,” he said. “I’m 
very humbled and pleased and 
indeed honored by the support 
and the amount of the dona-
tions. It’s great how people 
have stepped up to support us, 
and because it’s a GoFundMe 
page I can draw resources 
and pay the landlord as we go 
along. He wants it to work, but 
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HEALING THE CITY

 BY MARK HALLUM

The LaGuardia Airport com-
mittee meeting at the Adria Ho-
tel in Bayside on Jan. 25 brought 
one civic leader’s report that the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion may have overlooked rules 
pertaining to historic districts 
when creating flight patterns 
over northeast Queens.

Maria Becce, vice president 
of the Broadway-Flushing Hom-
eowners Association, said she 
had corresponded with officials 
in Washington about a 1966 law 
protecting historic places and 
Native American reservations 
from environmental impacts of 
airplane noise .

The Broadway-Flushing His-
toric District, established in 
2006, protects the integrity of 
about 1,300 buildings on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places 
that have stood for more than a 
century. The neighborhood now 
sits below the NextGen flight 
pattern, enacted in 2012, particu-
larly the TNNIS climb for com-
mercial aircraft departing from 

 BY NAEISHA ROSE

Competing in Miss New York’s Outstanding 
Teen on April 7 in upstate New York will be 
Queens Village resident Cayla Kumar, the local 
titleholder of Miss Bronx’s Outstanding Teen, 
which represents downstate New York.

Queens Village teen 
reaches state pageant

BY MARK HALLUM

New York native Louie 
Schlifstein, a former po-
lice sergeant, ref lected 
on a life of public service 
as he celebrated his 105th 
birthday with members 
of NYPD’s 111th Precinct 

on Jan. 25.
Born in the Lower 

East Side in 1913, Schlif-
stein now lives in Bran-
dywine Living at the 
Savoy in Little Neck, an 
assisted living facility, 
where he continues to 
have an active life.

Schlifstein’s party was 
attended by the 111th Pre-
cinct’s Lt. Sean Dolphin 
and community affairs 
officers.

Schlifstein, the son of 
Polish and Russian immi-
grants, remembers selling 
bagels with his grand-

Louis Schlifstein, an NYPD vet, turned 
105 last week and celebrated with the 
111th Precinct’s Lt. Sean Dolphin. 

Courtesy of Brandywine Living 

LGA committee 
debates Queens 
fl ight patterns 

Public support helps Secret Theatre
Fund-raiser keeps venue open for now, but help is needed for long-term stability
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Little Neck NYPD vet turns 105

Police Commissioner James P. O’Neill speaks at the Still We Rise NYC Human Justice Summit at Jerusalem Worship 
Center in South Jamaica. The summit included clergy members, local members of the community and the top brass 
of the NYPD. Photo by Bruce Adler
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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Heart disease became 
a very personal issue 
for me this past year. 

My story is probably simi-
lar to many women with 
heart disease, but hopefully 
will serve as a warning for 
some.

In June 2017, I was diag-
nosed with hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy (HCM), a 
genetic disease that causes 
thickening and scarring 
of the heart muscle. The 
disease can be addressed 
through medication, open-
heart surgery, or a heart 
transplant. In my case, I 
needed open-heart surgery.

It has been a scary, con-
fusing, challenging year. 
Looking back on the experi-
ence, there is a moment that 
stands out. As I was being 
wheeled into the operating 
room for open-heart sur-
gery, I asked my husband, 
“How did I end up here?”

Over the past four months 
I have asked that question 
over and over. The simple 
answer is: ignorance and de-
nial. Even though HCM is not 
caused by smoking, poor diet, 
lack of exercise, old age, and 
other factors we associate 
with heart disease, I ignored 

too many signs pointing to a 
problem. The problems I did 
see, I ignored. 

I was diagnosed with 
HCM at age 52. Other than 
the occasional cold, I was 
never sick. I exercised regu-
larly, never smoked, had nor-
mal blood pressure and good 
cholesterol, and no chest 
pain. No reason to think I 
had heart disease.

I did have a slight heart 
murmur my entire life. The 
murmur never caused a 
problem and I never thought 
about it. My cardiologist 
monitored the murmur by 
echocardiogram (echo) ev-
ery three years. The regu-
larly scheduled echo is what 
took me to the cardiologist 
the day I was diagnosed. I 
had never heard of HCM 
and immediately started to 
research the disease. Big 
mistake. The online health 
sites list the fi rst symptom 
of HCM as sudden death. 
Time for another tack.

I found a cardiologist 
who specializes in HCM, Dr. 
Mark Sherrid at NYU Lan-
gone, who has seen thou-
sands of people with the dis-
ease.

“HCM is a thickening of 

the heart walls that occurs 
for no clinical cause like high 
blood pressure or heart-valve 
disease. We now know that 
it’s caused by genetic abnor-
malities that may not show 
up until mid-life,” Dr. Sher-
rid told Community News 
Group. “It’s now a highly 
treatable condition when 
recognized and treated ap-
propriately. Unfortunately, 
there’s often a delay in di-
agnosis, because HCM can 
masquerade as other condi-
tions, these other conditions 
include coronary-artery dis-
ease, mitral-valve prolapse, 
benign-fl ow [heart] murmur, 
exercised-induced asthma, 
or panic attacks. The key test 
is an echocardiogram, which 
often reveals the true cause of 
the symptoms.”

Dr. Sherrid and his team 
explained the disease, re-
viewed the echo and MRI 
images with me, and sug-
gested that open-heart sur-
gery to remove part of my 
heart muscle was the rec-
ommended treatment. I had 
a diffi cult decision to make. 
Two weeks later the decision 
was made for me. I lost con-
sciousness while walking 
down the street in Manhat-

tan. Surgery was no longer 
an option, it was a necessity.

On Sept. 13, 2017, Dr. 
Daniel Swistel performed a 
septal myectomy — he’s one 
of the few surgeons in the 
world who has performed 
hundreds of such operations 
in his career — and mitral-
valve repair, and fi ve days 
later a defi brillator/pace-
maker was implanted in my 
chest at NYU Langone.

Drs. Sherrid and Swis-
tel have worked together for 
more than 20 years, doing re-
search and publishing much 
of the leading work on HCM. 
They run the NYU-Lan-
gone’s HCM Center of Ex-
cellence — a  high-volume, 
high-success, research-ori-
ented unit staffed by a team 
of talented, caring doctors, 
nurses, and technicians who 

know how to diagnose and 
treat HCM. Thanks to them, 
my surgery was successful 
and I feel better than I have 
in years.

Looking back, I real-
ize how the disease slowly 
took over my life. And I let 
it. Heart disease is too of-
ten viewed as “an old man’s 
disease,” causing women to 
ignore symptoms and fail to 
seek treatment.

I spent more than a year 
with symptoms and never 
addressed them. I had fa-
tigue, shortness of breath 
and dizziness when stand-
ing up. As I became fa-
tigued more and more of-
ten, I blamed age and stress. 
The shortness of breath was 
blamed on not spending 
enough time in the gym. I 
wrote off the dizziness to an 

inner ear problem or ane-
mia or lack of sleep. The 
problems were vague and 
intermittent, and I did not 
consider them important 
enough to interrupt my 
family and work responsi-
bilities.  Like many women, 
I was more focused on the 
people around me than my 
health.

I still have HCM even 
though the surgery relieved 
my symptoms. I will need 
echocardiograms and med-
ication for the rest of my 
life to monitor and control 
my heart disease. I could 
not get through this with-
out my family and friends. 
Thanks to the Hypertro-
phic Cardiomyopathy As-
sociation, a non-profi t that 
helps people with HCM, I 
have found a support group 
that understands what it’s 
like to live with HCM.

Most importantly, I have 
a new awareness and re-
spect for my health. I have 
a better understanding of 
what the symptoms of heart 
disease are for women and 
can be more diligent about 
getting help before a serious 
situation arises. That is my 
hope for you, dear readers, 
have knowledge and have 
awareness of your heart 
health.

Take care of yourself; it’s 
the best gift you can give to 
those you love.

— Jennifer Goodstein

WEAR RED DAYWEAR RED DAY
How these doctors saved my life

Our President and Publisher tells her 
heart-wrenching story of survival

The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration 
offers the following 

advice to women looking 
to prioritize their heart 
health:

1. A heart-
friendly diet 

Thanks to food labels, 
it’s easier than ever for 
women to consume heart-
healthy diets. When ex-
amining labels, look for 
foods that are low in so-

dium and sugar. When 
planning meals, avoid 
foods that are high in 
trans fats. 

In 2015, the Food and 
Drug Administration 
ruled that trans fats were 
not recognized as safe 
for use in human foods 
and gave manufacturers 
three years to remove 
them from their products. 
The Cleveland Clinic ad-
vises consumers to check 
labels for “partially hy-

drogenated oils,” which 
are a hidden source of 
trans fats. In addition, the 
Cleveland Clinic notes 
that foods such as cakes, 
pies, cookies, biscuits, 
microwavable breakfast 
sandwiches, and many 
types of crackers contain 
trans fats.

2. High-risk 
conditions 

Certain conditions can 
increase a woman’s risk 

for heart disease. While 
women may not be able to 
turn back the clocks and 
prevent these conditions 
from developing, they 
can take them for the se-
rious threat they are and 
do their best to manage 
them. 

High blood pressure, 
diabetes, and high cho-
lesterol can increase a 
woman’s risk for heart 
disease. Take medica-
tions as directed, moni-
tor blood sugar levels if 
you have diabetes, and 
routinely have your blood 

pressure and cholesterol 
tested to ensure any pre-
existing conditions are 
not increasing your risk 
for heart disease.

3. Aspirin intake
The Food and Drug Ad-

ministration notes that 
many physicians pre-
scribe aspirin to lower 
patients’ risk of heart dis-
ease, clot-related strokes, 
and other problems re-
lated to cardiovascular 
disease. However, there 
are risks associated with 
long-term aspirin use, and 

such risks should be dis-
cussed with a physician. 

According to the Ad-
ministration, bleeding 
in the stomach, bleeding 
in the brain, kidney fail-
ure, and certain types of 
stroke are some of the po-
tential side effects of long-
term aspirin use. Such 
side effects may never 
appear, but the risk that 
they might makes dis-
cussing the pros and cons 
of aspirin well worth it.

Women can learn more 
about heart disease by 
visiting www.fda.gov.   

HCM DOCTORS: Drs. Mark V. Sherrid, left, and Daniel G. Swistel, 
who performed successful Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy treat-
ment and surgery on Community News Group President and Pub-
lisher Jennifer Goodstein. NYU Langone Medical Center

Healthy heart tips for women
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Parents ask DOT for new safety measures 
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials and 
parents are asking the 
city Department of Trans-
portation to reconsider 
implementing traffic 
calming measures at the 
intersection of 58th Road 
and 136th Street near PS 
120.

After a December 2017 
traffic study by the DOT 
that deemed the Flush-
ing intersection safe, 
state Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing), 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) and Coun-
cil Member Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) are urging 
the agency to revisit this 
request.

According to lawmak-
ers and parents, aside 
from one speed limit 
sign, the crossroads sur-
rounding PS 120 do not 
have any indicators to 
slow down vehicles go-
ing at high speeds due to 
the proximity to the Long 

Island Expressway. Par-
ents are asking DOT to 
install speed bumps, stop 
signs, or any other avail-
able traffic calming mea-
sures to better protect 
students.

In March 2017, Rozic 
contacted DOT request-
ing traffic calming mea-
sures at the intersection, 
along with a letter signed 
by parents of PS 120. In 
December 2017,  DOT re-
sponded that after com-
pleting a traffic study, the 
intersection did not merit 
any traffic calming mea-
sures.

The Flushing lawmak-
ers are urging DOT to 
revisit the area and work 
with the school commu-
nity to ensure all possible 
options are explored. 

According to Rozic, 
parents and neighbors 
have witnessed close calls 
from reckless drivers in 
front of their school.

“A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , 
teachers, and parents 

worry daily that a colli-
sion will occur and the 
current speed limit sign 
has not proven effective 
enough to protect their 
children,” she said. “I 
urge NYC DOT to work 
immediately with the 
school community and 

find a solution to improve 
safety.”

 Stavisky said that the 
heavily populated school, 
which has over 1,000 stu-
dents, can create high 
traffic f low throughout 
the day. The senator said 
that according to Vision 

Zero data, there have 
been at least three people 
injured in front of the 
school over the last two 
years. 

Don Capalbi, president 
emeritus of Queensboro 
Hill Neighborhood As-
sociaton, said there is no 
apparent down-side to 
the requested changes, 
and that the only result 
will be improved safety 
of children. He added 
that the current safety 
measures in place were 
designed for a school with 
a much smaller student 
population and that since 
the population density 
has increased, so has the 
traffic volume in the area 
of the school. The traffic 
also has increased great-
ly after the elimination of 
two traffic lanes on Main 
Street for Select Bus Ser-
vice.

PS 120 parent Michael 
Pineda, who has two 
children who attend the 
elementary school, said 

that he was very disap-
pointed in the findings of 
the DOT. 

“This intersection, 
although deemed safe in 
the latest traffic study, is 
a traffic hazard during 
drop off and dismissal,” 
he said. “I drop off my 
children and pick them 
up daily and I have seen 
many near calls where 
students are almost 
clipped or run over by 
speeding vehicles head-
ing eastbound on 58th 
Road. Drivers heading 
north on 136th Street also 
don’t heed their stop sign, 
causing a dangerous in-
tersection. I urge the NYC 
DOT to reconsider their 
findings and reassess the 
intersection. It is harder 
to act than to react. Let 
us do what we can to keep 
our young ones safe,” 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Parents and elected officials are calling for traffic calming measures 
at a busy Flushing intersection near PS 120 Google Earth
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www.queenstheatre.org / 718-760-0064

February 17-18
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Stephen 
Buntrock

EXCLUSIVE 
ENGAGEMENT! 

TWO  
PERFORMANCES 

ONLY!

The greatest love songs ever 
written for the Broadway 
stage performed by real-life 
Broadway couples!

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

 BY NAEISHA ROSE

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) wrote some 
fiery words last week in a 
letter to Megan Brennan, 
the postmaster general of 
the United States, in regard 
to his constituents’ receiv-
ing late mail or mail meant 
for someone else. 

“For far too long, my 
constituents in the Fifth 
Congressional District 
have experienced signifi-
cant and unacceptable de-
lays in their mail service,” 
Meeks said. 

Meeks’s district in-
cludes the Rockaway Pen-
insula and stretches into 
Broad Channel, Cambria 
Heights, Hollis, Jamaica, 
Laurelton, Queens Vil-
lage, Rosedale, St. Albans, 
Springfield Gardens, South 
Ozone Park, Kennedy Inter-
national Airport and parts 
of Nassau County. 

To address the issue of 
his constituents’ receiving 
the wrong or late mail, he 
had scheduled a meeting 
with a senior official at the 
U.S. Postal Service for Jan. 

18, but he found out last-
minute there was no longer 
a discussion planned that 
day. 

“I was irate when I 
learned that your office 
had cancelled this im-
portant meeting,” Meeks 
wrote. “This is simply un-
acceptable.”

Throughout the south-
east Queens and Nas-
sau County area, Meeks 
learned that prescriptions, 
W-2 forms, paychecks, bills 
and packages were regu-
larly delievered late to his 
constituents. 

“I expect an immediate 
and thorough briefing on 
the USPS’ failure to deliver 
my constituents’ mail in 
an appropriate and timely 
manner,” the congressman 
wrote. 

 Meeks’s district wasn’t 
the only one affected by 
lackluster service from 
the USPS. Reps. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) worked with 
Meeks on a joint letter rat-
tling off their constituents’ 
problems in receiving the 

right mail on time. 
“Many of our constitu-

ents report severely de-
layed mail, sometimes 
taking weeks to arrive, 
significant problems with 
package delivery, and fre-
quently receiving incorrect 
mail addressed to individu-
als who live many blocks 
away,” the representatives 
wrote. “The current mail 
delivery problems plagu-
ing the residents of Queens 
must be addressed immedi-
ately.” 

USPS did respond to the 
comments made by the of-
ficials. 

“We share the members’ 
concerns and are commit-
ted to working with them to 
resolve issues identified by 
their offices,” said Xavier 
Hernandez, a spokesman 
for USPS. “We will con-
tinue to work to ensure all 
customers receive the level 
of service they expect and 
deserve.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by email at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Queens pols fi ght for 
better USPS service

U.S. Rep Gregory Meeks is calling out the Postmaster General for lost or misplaced mail throughout 
Queens.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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Woodside calls out MTA
Street closures for work on 7 line hitting businesses hard

 BY BILL PARRY

Several dozen Woodside 
business owners and resi-
dents joined City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) outside Dono-
van’s Pub on Roosevelt Av-
enue last week and called 
on the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority to stop 
holding the neighborhood 
hostage, as they put it, as the 
agency continues to work on 
the No. 7 subway line. 

They said the state-run 
agency has closed Roosevelt 
Avenue from 57th Street to 
61st Street and used it as 
a staging area with heavy 
cranes for 15 weekends, 
including the last five in a 
row, and will continue to 
do so through the middle of 
March, placing local busi-
nesses — like Donovan’s 
Pub — in a stranglehold.

“We demand better train 
service, but we are also here 
to demand that the MTA 
give back our streets, give 
us back our parking, and 
stop harming local busi-
nesses,” Van Bramer said. 
“The ongoing work on the 
7 line has been a nightmare 
for the people of Woodside, 
Sunnyside, and Long Island 
City for years. We want the 
7 train to be in good repair, 
but we also want the MTA to 
do their work in a way that 
doesn’t harm our local busi-
nesses.”

The MTA says the criti-
cal track replacement work 
is being done to maintain 

safety and improve reliabil-
ity and service on the 7 line.

“We have been in con-
stant contact with elected 
officials and the community 
board on this project, and 
we look forward to continu-
ing that engagement,” MTA 
spokesman Jon Weinstein 
said. “The equipment is es-
sential for critical state-of-
good-repair work on the 7 
line, and we simply must do 
maintenance to ensure safe, 
reliable service for Queens.”

Community Board 2 
Chairwoman Denise Kee-

han-Smith, a Woodside resi-
dent, demanded action.

“This inefficiency is 
unacceptable,” she said, 
her voice rising in anger. 
“The MTA should be work-
ing with our local business 
owners with a plan that is 
actionable for everyone’s 
best interests.”

Jimmy Jacobson worked 
at Donovan’s for 22 years 
as a bus boy and later a 
bartender before buying 
the pub in 2013 with his 
friend Dan Connor, who 
ran events there, upon Joe 

Donovan’s retirement after 
47 years. Jacobson said the 
MTA was killing business 
by leaving heavy equipment 
on Roosevelt Avenue for 
months at a time and taking 
away parking along the cor-
ridor even when work isn’t 
being performed.

“We demand some an-
swers,” Jacobson said. “The 
MTA simply doesn’t care.”

The Rev. Kevin Abels, 
the pastor at St. Sebastian’s 
across 58th Street from Don-
ovan’s, told of recent funeral 
masses for two community 
residents in which mourn-
ers were late and unable to 
find parking.

“People aren’t able to 
come out,” Abels said. “Our 
senior citizens that use 
Access-a-Ride aren’t able to 
come out to the church.”

Van Bramer urged the 
MTA to remove its equip-
ment from the street when 
not in use and to find stag-
ing alternatives that cause 
fewer street closures and 
leave more parking avail-
able. He also urged the MTA 
to communicate with the 
community and business 
owners ahead of continued 
work so that interruptions 
can be better anticipated.

“These street closures 
and removal of dozens of 
parking spaces are prevent-
ing people from visiting lo-
cal businesses, and I’m wor-
ried that if this continues, 
we may see some of these 
small businesses forced to 
close,” he said.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer and Woodside business own-
ers and community leaders demand the MTA to stop closing 
off streets while working on the No. 7 subway line above. 

Courtesy of Van Bramer’s office

Detective gets 7 years 
for false drug arrest

BY MARK HALLUM

A Queens Supreme 
Court judge has found an 
NYPD detective guilty of 
making a fake drug arrest 
involving two counts of per-
jury, two counts of official 
misconduct and one count 
of a written false statement 
in a criminal complaint.

Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said De-
tective Kevin Desormeau, 
34, of Long Island, had 
arrested a man who he 
claimed to have seen selling 
crack cocaine to two women 
in Jamaica who were not 
apprehended and testified 
on multiple occasions to re-
covering illegal substances 
from the man.

But additional evidence 
was stacked against Des-
morneau as surveillance 
footage was uncovered 
showing the victim playing 
pool inside a restaurant 
during the time the arrest 
was said to have taken 
place between 6:40 p.m. and 
7 p.m. Aug. 28, 2014, the DA 
said.

“As a result of his testi-
mony, the victim was ar-
raigned in Queens Crimi-
nal Court on charges of 
criminal sale of a controlled 
substance and held at Rik-
ers Island in lieu of bail,” 
the Queens DA’s office said. 
“Following the victim mak-
ing bail and being released 
from jail, his attorney pre-
sented surveillance video 
to the district attorney’s 
office.”

The DA said the surveil-
lance video, taken inside a 
restaurant and bar on Guy 
R. Boulevard, showed the 
victim, who had been ar-
rested by detectives, play-
ing pool at the exact same 
time the drug transaction 
was supposedly taking 
place

“The surveillance video 
also showed the detective 
enter the restaurant and 
bar while the victim was in-
side playing pool and then 
escorting him outside,” the 
office said.

The detective claimed 
the man was arrested for 
selling crack cocaine on 
108th Avenue and Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard and Des-
morneau testified twice in 
2015, once in January and 
once in November, against 
the victim and falsely stat-
ed he had witnessed the 
transaction in a criminal 
complaint.

According to Brown, the 
victim’s drug charges were 
dropped as a result of the 
investigation by NYPD’s 
Internal Affairs Bureau 
Group 41.

Brown said Desmorneau 
was covicted in a week-and-
a-half-long jury trial before 
Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Michael Aloise and 
faces up to seven years be-
hind bars upon sentencing 
on March 21.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, FEB. 4, 2018
7

1 New money only. APY effective December 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. 
Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New money 
required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you with 
access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

24-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

pen any FlFlusushing Bank Compmpleletete C Cheheckckiing account

CCCCeeertififi
15-Month 

Certificate of Deposit

1.75%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Jamaica woman accused of Medicaid fraud 
 BY NAEISHA ROSE

A married mother of 
four from Jamaica could 
face 15 years in prison 
for taking nearly $70,000 
in Medicaid funds over 
the course of three years 
despite her family’s earn-
ing more than $1 million 
from 2012 to 2016, accord-
ing to Welfare Inspector 
General Catherine Leahy 
Scott.

Galit Levi, 37, was ar-
raigned last week and 
charged with grand larce-
ny, welfare fraud, falsify-
ing business records and 
offering a false instru-
ment for filing for steal-
ing $67,000 in Medicaid 
money, according to Dis-
trict Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

Scott said that from 
January 2012 to Decem-
ber 2015, Scott lied on 
Medicaid applications 
and renewal forms to re-
ceive welfare benefits for 
herself and her four chil-

dren by claiming that she 
was unemployed and that 
her husband earned only 
$1,750 a month, or what 
would amount to $21,000 
annually before taxes.  

The false filings, Scott 
said, led to Levi and her chil-
dren’s receiving Medicaid 
benefits, which are meant 
for individuals or families 
struggling financially. 

“This defendant’s al-
leged crimes involved a 
breathtakingly misplaced 
sense of entitlement by 
reaping a very comfort-
able family income while 
utilizing benefits meant 
for those in need to cover 
her expenses, as if she 
were in dire financial dis-
tress,” Scott said. 

Investigator Caroll 
Lopera of the Office of the 
Welfare Inspector Gen-
eral and Detective David 
Moore of the Queens Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office 
Detective Bureau helped 
to uncover bank records 
from Levi and her hus-

band that revealed the 
couple made deposits 
exceeding $1.13 million 
from 2012 through 2016 . 

“Medicaid is intended 
to help the truly needy, 
but this defendant’s bank 
records allegedly show 
her family’s income was 
well above the levels that 
would have made her and 
her children eligible for 
assistance,” Brown said. 

 Queens Criminal 
Court Judge Karen Gopee 
set Levi’s bail at $5,000 
and ordered the defen-
dant to return to court on 
Feb. 13 and to surrender 
her U.S. and Israeli pass-
ports. 

“I will continue to use 
all of the resources at my 
disposal to protect public 
funds meant for those in 
the most need of financial 
assistance,” Scott said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by email at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Galit Levi may face prison time for allegedly bilking Medicaid of nearly $70,000 despite her family 
earning over $1 million.  Facebook
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MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Applications will be available online February 1st, 2018

Lottery to be held on April 13th, 2018 at 7pm

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

info@middlevillageprep.org

middlevillageprep.org

  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 2nd, 2018

Preference given to students living in District 24

and children of MVP Employees

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us
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We encourage all students from District 24 to apply,

including English Language Learners(ELLs)

and students with IEPs.
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Latimer poll site to reopen in housing complex’s gym
BY GINA MARTINEZ

After being closed since 
2012, the polling site at Latim-
er Gardens housing complex 
in Flushing will re-open. 

Last week Congresswom-
an Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
announced that the New 
York City Board of Elections 
agreed to her request to re-
store the Flushing polling 
site, which has been closed 
for nearly six years. 

The site, which was orig-
inally opened in 2006, was 
shut down when voting was 
done in the complex’s com-
munity room. It was closed 
because the room had ac-
cessibility problems for 
those with disabilities. But 
the usage of the gym now 
makes the location handi-
cap-accessible.

According to Meng, since 
the polling place was closed 
tenants of the complex and 
those who live in the sur-
rounding area, have been 
forced to travel a half a mile 
away to PS 214. Meng said 

since most of the tenants are 
senior citizens who rely on 
canes, walkers and wheel-
chairs, the trek is an ordeal 
that has made it difficult for 
these individuals to vote.

In November, Meng 
wrote letters to both the 
head of the New York City 
Housing Authority and BOE 
calling for Latimer Gardens 
to be reinstated as a polling 
location. 

Meng thanked the BOE 
for listening to the concerns 
she raised and said she looks 
forward to this restored vot-
ing location benefiting the 
Latimer Gardens communi-
ty, and the area surrounding 
it, for many years to come.

“The decision to bring 
back the polling place at 
Latimer Gardens is great 
news and I’m thrilled that 
local residents will once 
again be able to cast their 
ballots there,” Meng said. 
“It will make it much easier 
for these voters to access 
the ballot box and it knocks 
down the barriers that resi-

dents faced in exercising 
their right to vote.”

In her letter she empha-
sized that the vast major-
ity of Latimer Gardens resi-
dents were minority voters 
over the age of 65 and that 
it was a priority for BOE to 
reactivate the site after ad-
dressing any outstanding 
issues. 

“Anything less results 
in the disenfranchisement 
of senior citizens living in 
Latimer Gardens and all 
those who have relied on 
that poll site for decades,” 
she wrote. 

The Latimer Gardens 
polling place is expected to 
be restored in time for this 
year’s elections. According 
to Meng, it will be the poll-
ing place for approximately 
2,000 voters and be housed 
in the complex’s gymna-
sium.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566. Polling sites at Latimer Gardens Housing Complex will be restored. 
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE Valet Parking
FREE Lunch if you register by February 28th

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and more than 50 vendor booths showcasing a variety of facilities, products 
and services such as assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, legal advice, insurance options, adult 
day care, audiology, elder care options, community wellness initiatives, and more. 

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference
2018

QUEENS
Sunday, 
March 11th

9:30 am – 2 pm
SHAARE TOVA EVENTS CENTER
8233 Lefferts Boulevard
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

S P O N S O R S
as of Jan. 31, 2018
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Lobster Bisque or Butternut Squash
Maryland Crab Cake Tower  

over sauteed spinach and shiitake mushroom in remoulade sauce

Meatball w/salad  
fresh ricotta

Artichoke Française, Stuff ed Mushroom with a balsamic glaze
Roasted Beets, Baby Arugula, Goat Cheese 

in a honey mustard dressing

To Start (Choose one)

Entrees (Choose one)

Dessert (Choose one)

Chicken Sorrentino
Pan seared Chicken, prosciutto, eggplant, 

melted mozzarella in a brown sauce

Petite Filet Mignon 
with a bernaise sauce

hassle-back potato & string beans

Lobster Ravioli, lobster chunks 
in a pink sauce

Stuff ed Salmon
stuffed with crabmeat in lobster sauce over 

sauteed cabbage

Stuff ed Filet of Sole, scampi sauce
rice & string beans

Pork Chops, roasted & hot cherry 
peppers, balsamic glaze 

hassle-back potato & string beans

Heart Shaped Raspberry Sorbet
Chocolate Mousse Cake with a strawberry sauce

Red Velvet Cake with a cream cheese frosting
Panna Cotta Custard topped with fresh berries

Heart Shaped Vanilla Ice Cream, drizzled in dark chocolate

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Valentine’s Day

$38.95 Make a
Reservation

718-672-9696

Free 
Valet

Parking

Bar Specials if 
you are single 

and want to 
mingle

Chef
Neal Myers

Regular
Menu
will be
Available

Does not
include tax
and gratuity
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Women are at a Higher 
Risk for Heart Attack

SCHEDULE AN EXAM WITH AN  
EMU CARDIOLOGIST TODAY

Did you know...

Don’t ignore that pain in your chest

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED  •  FREE PARKING ON SITE

83-40 Woodhaven Boulevard, Glendale, NY 11385  •  Tel: (718) 849-8700

WWW.EMUWOMENSHEALTH.COM

IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE!
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED 

Including: HealthFirst, Fidelis, Medicare and Medicaid

IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE!

WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER

@emuhealth

February is American Heart Month

Miss America’s Out-
standing Teen is a schol-
arship-based sister pro-
gram to the Miss America 
Organization, according 
to missny.org. 

At just 15, Kumar has 
clocked more than 4,100 
hours in volunteer service 
in more than four years. 
She has raised $25,000 in 
cancer research for St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital as its first youth 
ambassador (in 2012) and 
is an active student at 
Archbishop Molloy High 
School, where she has a 
full-ride scholarship. 

“I’ve always wanted to 
give back,” Kumar said. 
“When I was younger, I 
saw the commercial by St. 
Jude’s and how the kids 
were so sick, so I started 
getting involved when I 
was about 11 years old.”

Not only was she in-
spired by the commercial, 
she has also been person-
ally affected by cancer in 
her family. When she was 
4, a great-grandmother 

died of breast cancer, and 
a 7-year-old cousin was 
recently found to have a 
brain tumor.

During her spare time, 
she volunteers by cooking 
meals for families with 
Ronald McDonald House 
charities, a nonprofit that 
helps sick children. 

Besides volunteering, 
she is also a fundraiser 
for children’s cancer with 
her “Gold Ribbon Project: 
Curing Pediatric Cancer” 
initiative, in which she 
sells gold lapel ribbons. 

“It’s my way of advocat-

ing,” Kumar said. “Gold is 
the color of pediatric cancer.”

As a first-generation 
Guyanese-American, she 
is classically trained in 
Indian dances from the 
Sadhanalaya School of 
Dance and the Natraj 
Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. 

“When I was younger, 
my mom and I watched a 
lot of Indian movies to-
gether,” Kumar said. “I 
always wanted to dance 
like the people in the 
movies.”

In school, she is teased 
for her naturally thin 
physique, but since com-
peting in pageants to 
promote her platform for 
pediatric cancer, she has 
found inner confidence 
performing Bollywood 
dances on the Miss Teen 
stage.

“I’m not afraid to 
share my culture with 
other people,” she said, 
“and I can save money for 
college with the scholar-
ship money, which is very 
important because I have 
a single mom.”

As a sophomore, Ku-
mar is a member of the 

newspaper, photography 
and broadcasting clubs. 
In middle school at Our 
Lady of Lourdes, she 
was the student govern-
ment president, a student 
mentor and a school peer 
monitor. 

As an activist, she lob-
bied with more than 1,000 
people last year outside 
the White House with the 
CureFest for Childhood 
Cancer organization to 
fight for more funding for 
pediatric cancer research. 

“Kids are worth more 
than 4 percent” in cancer 
funding for research, she 
said, “and that’s why they 
need our help.”

Kumar hopes to be-
come a dance teacher 
and to use her passion to 
pay for medical school at 
Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty in Maryland. Her goal 
is to become a pediatric 
oncologist. 

“I want to help be a 
part of the cure for pedi-
atric cancer,” she said.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by email at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Teen
he doesn’t want to see 
the debt increase.”

Mazda says his the-
ater will stay open at 
least until the end of 
June, ensuring that he 
can present the Broad-
way musical “Gypsy” 
in February and March 
and that all children’s 
classes will finish the 
semester. The theater 
currently receives no 
government funding or 
corporate support, so 
Mazda is depending on 
more public support if 
the Secret Theatre is to 
have more of a future.

“It seems like a fin-
ger-in-the-dike situa-
tion,” Mazda said. “We 
have a lot of good ideas 
for the summer, but I 
don’t want to make any 
promises until we’re a 
bit more stabilized. 

“So the GoFundMe 
campaign continues, 
and we’re throwing a 
major fund-raiser at 
the Plaxall Gallery on 
March 17. It’s going to 

be an awesome party 
with food and drink and 
several bands, artwork 
and a f lamenco dancer, 
so people can support 
us and have a wonder-
ful time as well.”

Once the current fi-
nancial crisis passes, 
Mazda intends to make 
changes to the orga-
nizational structure, 
including filing for 
nonprofit status to help 
raise funds and grants.

“I want to go 10 more 
years or longer, but the 
stress is beginning to 
get to me,” Mazda said. 
“But people who know 
me know that I’ll be in 
the ring fighting. They 
know that I’m up to the 
challenge.”

To donate, visit  go-
fundme.com/SaveTheS-
ecret,  and tax-deduct-
ible contributions can 
be made via Fractured 
Atlas at fracturedatlas.
or g /sit e/ F i s c a l S p o n -
sorhip/profile?id=9008.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by email at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Theatre

Cayla Kumar will be competing 
for Miss Outstanding Teen for 
New York. 
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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mother on a street corner 
in the Lower East Side, 
where he was surrounded 
by aunts, uncles and cous-
ins.

Eventually moving to 
Brooklyn, where he at-
tended school through the 
ninth grade, Schlifstein 
learned printing and type-
setting.

He married Sylvia Lur-
rey in 1937, and they had 
two children: Richard, 
also known as Zev, and 
Dorothea.

But he did not stay 
in the print industry for 
long, and in 1941 he joined 
NYPD, serving in Brook-
lyn for about 20 years. 

Upon retirement in the 
1960s, Schlifstein and his 
wife moved to Margate, 
Fla. His wife died after 55 
years of marriage in 1992.

But he stayed active 
and found a new compan-
ion in Lillian, a widow 
he was with for about 20 
years.

Schlifstein drove un-
til age 97 and lived on his 

own until age 101, when 
his family in Queens and 
Long Island decided that 
he move back to New York 
to live at Brandywine.

Brandywine staff mem-
bers said Schlifstein is a 
character who makes his 
own rounds, loves jokes 
and has a hat for every 
day. 

“He loves to tip his hat 
to the ladies,” said Xio-
mara Encarnacion, Bran-
dywine’s escapades pro-
ducer. “He’s amazing.”

Schlifstein is an avid 
reader, keeping up with 
the local newspapers to 
stay up to date on the lat-
est NYPD news.

“He goes to the front 
desk every day, and even 
though his vision isn’t 
that great, he asks to see 
the headline on all the 
New York newspapers so 
he can see what’s going 
on with the Police Depart-
ment, ” said Rona Siaca, 
the marketing director at 
Brandywine.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by email at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.
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Birthday
LaGuardia.

According to a letter is-
sued in November from the 
Advisory Council on His-
toric Preservation, part of 
the Office of Federal Agen-
cy Programs, to  Katherine 
Andrus, the FAA’s federal 
preservation officer, stat-
ing the agency had issued 
a categorical exclusion, or 
CATEX, under the Histor-
ic Preservation Act which 
the FAA seemed to falsely 
believe gave it immunity 
from complying with Sec-
tion 106 , which calls for 
additional studies pertain-
ing to historic districts, 
the letter stated.

“Issuance of a CATEX 
is irrelevant to a federal 
agency’s compliance with 
Section 106... [which] is 
an independent statutory 
requirement and compli-
ance with [National En-
vironmental Policy Act] 
through a CATEX does 
not satisfy an agency’s 
obligations under Section 
106 of the NHPA,” the let-
ter stated. “In conclusion, 

ACHP requests that FAA 
reanalyze and address the 
auditory effects of the un-
dertaking on the Broad-
way-Flushing HD and as-
sociated community and 
continue to respond to 
these public inquiries re-
lated to air traffic noise.”

Becce asked FAA offi-
cials at the meeting about 
the status of the analysis 
and said she would re-
quest elected officials in 
Queens to follow up the 
FAA’s progress in study-

ing the effects of the flight 
patterns over Broadway-
Flushing. 

Andrew Brooks of the 
FAA, addressing the mat-
ter of the CATEX, said the 
specific characteristics of 
the historic district need 
to be evaluated 

“If noise was not neces-
sarily a criteria for listing 
and there was an increase 
in noise, it still would not 
be considered a potential 
effect to a historic resource 
because noise was not a 

contributing factor to its 
listing,” Brooks said. “I’m 
not saying that’s the case; 
I’m just saying there’s a 
potential there as well. I’m 
not familiar with what the 
original factors that went 
into its listing, so that’s 
something we would have 
to look at going forward.”

Becce said the age of the 
homes and the secluded na-
ture of the neighborhood 
were two of the reasons for 
the official recognition 12 
years ago.

Continued from Page 1 

LGA

The LGA committee meeting saw information revealed showing environmental reviews of historic 
districts had been overlooked.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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12 Year Sherry Cask, 12 Year Double 
Cask, 15 Year Fine Oak Cask, 18 Year 

Sherry Cask, Macallan Rare Cask

12 Year Reserve, 18 Year Reserve

12 Year Doublewood, 15 Year Sherry 
Cask, 21 Year Portwood Cask

Single Malts Bourbon and Rye
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