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Residents outraged over 
a long-abandoned Flushing 
home gathered at a news con-
ference hosted by state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) on 
Jan. 26, at which he called on 
the city to consider demolish-
ing the house that one neigh-
bor referred to as an “attrac-
tive nuisance.”

“Everybody in this neigh-
borhood pays some of the 
highest property taxes in the 
country. They want a safe 
neighborhood, they want to 
have city services, and they 
certainly don’t want to live 
next to an eyesore like this 
which, at any time, can be bro-
ken into … And is certainly a 
fire hazard,” Avella said. “In 
my opinion, the Department of 
Buildings has enough author-
ity to declare this an unsafe 
building and level it. At least 
then you’d have a vacant lot 
which can be fenced in.”

The home at 167th Street 
and 35th Avenue has sat in 
disuse for more than 25 years, 
locals said, and the roof over 
what seems to be a mudroom 
in the back of the structure 
caved in, giving neighbors a 
glimpse of a still fully stocked 
bookshelf and other furniture.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Affordable housing is final-
ly coming to Willets Point. 

On Tuesday, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, Borough President 
Melinda Katz and Councilman 
Francisco Moya (D-Corona) 
unveiled their new plan for the 
abandoned land that promised 
construction of 1,100 afford-
able apartments on six acres of 
Willets Point, starting in 2020. 

This new plan will offer 225 
additional affordable homes 
than the original develop-
ment proposal. According to 
the mayor, this new plan will 
include three, 100 percent af-
fordable buildings including 
a standalone building with 
220 homes for low-income se-
niors and also apartments for 
families at lower incomes than 
originally proposed. 

The one-million square 
foot project will also include 
a new 450-seat public elemen-
tary school, neighborhood re-
tail and public open space and 
according to de Blasio the city 
will pursue additional school 
seats if more residential units 
on the site are built.

De Blasio said this project 
will focus on the communi-
ty’s main concern, affordable 
housing.

“It’s time to jump-start Wil-
lets Point, and we are doing 
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

An 11-year-old Middle Vil-
lage boy is dead after falling 
through the ice on a frozen 
pond, FDNY officials said. 

According to police, An-
thony Perez, 11, and his friend 
Juan Umpierrez, 12, were 

playing on the frozen waters 
of Strack Pond in Forest Park 
Tuesday afternoon when Um-
pierrez fell through. Perez 
rushed to help Umpierrez, fell 
in himself, and was unable to 
get out of the freezing water.

Police said Umpierrez ran 
home to call 911 and when the 

FDNY arrived, firefighters 
had to break through the ice 
with their hands so they could 
get to the area that they knew 
he would most likely be, then 
went into the water to get him. 

Once they retrieved his 
body from the pond, firefight-

Continued on Page 48

Mid Village boy dies in frozen pond

Derelict home 
rankles residents 

in Flushing

Willets Point plan unveiled 
First phase of new proposal will include affordable housing 

To kick off the Lunar New Year, students at PS 203 in Oakland Gardens stage an elaborate show of 
Asian performing arts — including this Korean fan dance — at an assmebly that included parents and 
public officials. Photo by Michael Shain

FANS OF LUNAR NEW YEAR
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

After visiting Puerto Rico 
a week ago to asses the dam-
age and what work needs to 
be done, Congresswoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
brought a displaced Puerto 
Rican resident currently liv-
ing in Queens to last weeks 
State of the Union address. 

Meng, who has called for 
additional funding to the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands for hurricane 
relief, brought 33-year old 
Omar Miguel Nieves Delgado 
to President Trump’s address. 
Delgado was living in San 
Juan when Hurricane Maria 
struck and severely damaged 
his home. Delgado, a trained 
dancer, also lost his source of 
income after the island was 
devastated by the storm. He 
and his partner were forced 
to relocate Queens and live 
with a close friend. 

 Meng said it was an honor 
to bring Omar after every-
thing he had gone through. 
She said it was important not 
to forget that fellow Ameri-
cans in Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands are still 
suffering from the damage 
caused by Hurricanes Maria 
and Irma.

“I am proud to amplify 
Omar’s story of resilience, 
and I hope his attendance at 
the State of the Union will re-
mind the President, and my 
congressional colleagues, of 
our obligation to Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands,” 
she said. Delgado called it an 
“incredible honor” to be Con-
gresswoman Meng’s guest for 
the State of the Union and be-
ing part of her effort to make 
sure that American citizens 
living in Puerto Rico are not 
forgotten.

 He said there is still tre-
mendous suffering in Puerto 
Rico that has led to no power, 
closed businesses, and the 

consequences of losing any op-
portunity for a bright future. 

“For me, as an artist, I 
had the chance of leaving on 
a ship with a carry-on ten 
days after the hurricane hit 
in order to begin a new life in 
Queens,” he said. “But there 
many people who don’t have 
the same choice. The job is 
still not done and we feel as if 
we have been forgotten. The 
struggles of Puerto Rico must 
continue to be addressed and 
I thank leaders like Congress-
woman Meng for working to 
make a difference.” 

Meng spent two days in 
Puerto Rico last week as-
sessing recovery efforts from 
damage caused by Hurricane 
Maria.

Meng received briefings 
on rebuilding, toured dam-
aged and impacted facilities, 
spoke with local residents 
and met with officials from 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. gov-
ernment. Meng visited the 
island as a member of the 
House Appropriations Com-
mittee, which is responsible 
for funding all federal agen-
cies, programs, and projects 
within the United States. 

During her visit she met 
with San Juan Mayor Car-
men Yulín Cruz at a relief 
supplies site where many of 
the donations were sent in 
by New Yorkers. Meng also 
toured Hospital Centro Medi-
co, the largest public hospital 
on the island and received an 
update on the island’s health 
care needs from Dr. Rafael 
Rodríguez-Mercado, Puerto 
Rico’s Secretary of Health, 
as well as a tour of the San 
Agustín Elementary School 
where Meng spoke with stu-
dents and teachers and heard 
about local education needs.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

Members of Community 
Board 11 narrowly passed a 
variance on Feb. 5 that will al-
low owners of Douglaston Plaza 
to oust a MovieWorld from the 
shopping center and replace 
it, along with a recently closed 
Macy’s, with a Lowes home im-
provement store.

The meeting, during which 
there was bitter debate be-
tween those in favor of Lowe’s 
and those wishing to keep the 
theater, summoned memories 
of the June vote to approve the 
Northern Boulevard bike lanes 
for which the members com-
plained there was not enough 
time to review the details before 
a vote was to be cast.

Jon Popin, an attorney with 
Duane Morris representing 
Ashkenazy Acquisition Corpo-
ration, argued in favor of the 
Lowe’s location on the stance 
that since Macy’s closed shop, 
the shopping center has become 
a “ghost town” without a major 
outlet, but that Lowe’s will need 
a larger footprint to operate.

“What we have now is a face-
less shopping center,” Popin 
said. “What the owners of the 
shopping center are trying to do 
is revitalize and reposition the 
shopping center, but really keep 
it from closing. If the shopping 
center closes, it’s likely, because 
this is a residential district, it 
won’t be redeveloped as anoth-
er shopping center... It may be 
residential housing — maybe af-
fordable housing with de Blasio 
— who knows.”

Community members spoke 
out against the insinuation they 
would be opposed to affordable 
housing and Popin eventually 
apologized for the remarked.

“We don’t like being threat-
ened with affordable housing,” 
Janet McEneaney said.

With Douglaston Plaza lack-
ing highway accessibility and 
with retail centers drawing 

customers in Long Island, A.J. 
Levine, AAC’s Chief Operations 
Officer, said they had exhausted 
all other options to fill the space 
with another business and 
Lowe’s would be the only suit-
able one. But Lowe’s would re-
quire both spaces to operate and 
only after heavy renovation.

With five years still on its 
lease, MovieWorld owner Rus-
sell Levinson said their con-
tract included the right of the 
shopping center to buy them 
out, which will pave the way for 
the closure if the variance was 
approved by the CB11.

During the public discussion 
period, many residents, includ-
ing one MovieWorld employee 
of 14 years who gave an impas-
sioned speech, voiced their sup-
port for preserving the theater 
as the best option for affordable 
tickets for schools and the elder-
ly on fixed incomes.

Macy’s closed hundreds of 
stores in 2017 as a result of its 
inability to keep up with on-
line markets, executives of the 
company said, and in April this 
included the location at Doug-
lastion Plaza. But in January, 
permits had already been filed 
with the Dept. of Buildings for 
a Lowe’s to swallow both spaces 
occupied by Macy’s and Mov-
ieWorld, but these were permits 
were shot down by the agency. 

The space in which Macy’s 

operated was 157,000 sq. feet, 
but Lowes needs 250,000 to op-
erate, and would need to reen-
force parts of the multi-level 
structure to support their often 
heavy inventory.

David Koerne, Lowe’s direc-
tor of engineering and construc-
tion, said the location would not 
be feasible from a structural 
standpoint if they did not ex-
pand the footprint of the current 
business because the lower level 
did not have high enough ceil-
ings for much of its inventory.

During the meeting, audi-
ence members contested this as-
sessment and asked for repeated 
reiteration on why they would 
not be able to better utilize the 
space without consuming the 
movie theater. On more than 
two occasions, CB11 Chairwom-
an Christine Haider threatened 
to call the police to remove 
members of the audience who 
spoke out of order.

When Koerne made the 
point that Lowe’s makes it an 
corporate initiative to “be a 
good neighbor” by hiring local 
residents, and especially veter-
ans, one board member retorted 
that they can be good neighbors 
by not forcing the movie theater 
out of business.

The motion to recommend 
the Board of Standards and Ap-
peals give final approval of the 
variance passed 18 to 12.

MovieWorld may be displaced with a variance allowing a Lowe’s to increase 
the footprint of the adjacent retail space. Courtesy of Movie World

CB11 approves Lowe’s Meng meets hurricane 
victims in Puerto RicoMovieWorld’s future now hangs on BSA decision in Douglaston
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OPEN DAILY FOR ADOPTIONS:
Monday - Friday • 4 PM - 10 PM
Saturday & Sunday • 12 PM - 10 PM

25 Davis  Ave. ,  Port  Washington,  NY 11050   
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Hi!

North Shore Animal League America  
has hundreds of unique Mixed breed  
& Purebred, Puppies, Kittens, Dogs 

and Cats Available! 

COME MEET ME  
AND MY FRIENDS!

The hardest choice  

The easiest choice  
IS PICKING JUST ONE.

IS PICKING A RESCUE PET.

MY NAME IS
L a t k a

2 year old Latka is a treat to be served daily! 
This 2 year old gentle soul is a wonderful friend 

to both cats and kids and will fit in easily to 
any home environment. You’ll be savoring every 

moment with your new best friend!

RR006

www.metrocitybank.com

Fort Lee Branch

Bayside Branch

- Commercial & SBA Loans - 
Kenny Hong 201-720-8166

Joseph Kim 646-740-8997

- Residential Mortgage Loans (NMLS#874399) -
Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288

Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-693-7006 

10 Month CD 
1.80% APY*

The rate is effective as of January 24, 2018 and subject to change without notice

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield          *Minimum $1,000 to open 
*Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal before maturity

Library honors Mary Shaw for Black History Month

BY GINA MARTINEZ

 Queens Library celebrated 
Black History Month by hon-
oring 19th Century Flushing 
philanthropist and educator 
Mary Shaw. 

On Monday the Flush-
ing branch held a ceremony 
that included a portrayal of 
one of her grammar school 
classes,  music performances 
and the unveiling painted 
portrait of Shaw by local art-
ist Eddie Abrams that will be 
permanently displayed at the 
library. 

Queens Library President 
and CEO Dennis M. Walcott, 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and teachers and 
students from nearby Flush-
ing schools, including P.S. 244, 
attended the ceremony. 

President Walcott said 
Queens Library was proud to 
introduce a new generation to 
an extraordinary woman who 
was far ahead of her time.

“Although she lived before 
the Queens Library system ex-

isted,” he said. “She embodied 
our mission to provide oppor-
tunities for intellectual and 
personal growth to all peo-
ple, regardless of their back-
ground or circumstances, and 
build strong communities.”

Shaw was the principal of 
a public grammar school for 
African American children 
called the “Colored School at 
Flushing.” According to Wal-
cott, upon her death in 1905, 
she bequeathed $1,000 to the 
Flushing Free Library, which 
at the time was a standalone 
institution that had yet to be 
absorbed by the Queens Li-
brary system and was incor-
porated two years later. Wal-
cott said the money was used 
to purchase books for a refer-
ence section at that library, 
including “The Book of Deco-
rative Furniture: Its Form, 
Colour and History,”by Edwin 
Foley, which still exist. 

Walcott said that although 
Queens Library was long 
aware of Mrs. Shaw and her 
contribution to Flushing Free 

Library, very few specifics 
were known about her life un-
til two members of the board 
of directors of the Friends 
of Maple Grove Cemetery in 
Kew Gardens took an inter-

est in her story after hearing 
about plans for the remem-
brance ceremony. The board’s 
president Carl Ballenas, who 
also works as a social studies 
teacher at Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Academy in 
Jamaica, worked with stu-
dents and coworkers to find 
out more about Shaw.

They discovered that Shaw, 
who was born in Pennsylva-
nia in 1851, married to John 
W.A. Shaw, a noted journalist 
who was involved with Demo-
cratic politics in New York 
City and became one of the 
first black Tammany Hall of-
fice holders. They discovered 
that Shaw went on to become 
the principal of the Colored 
Public School of Flushing and 
resigned  in 1894 after she re-
ceived a $75,000 inheritance 
from a close family friend. 
Their research found that 
Shaw died in 1905, and left be-
hind an estate of $50,000. 

She bequeathed $38,000 
to the Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama, now Tuskegee Uni-

versity. At the time it was the 
largest bequest ever made by 
an African American.Their 
research also found that  ac-
cording to her will, Mrs. Shaw 
left $2,000 to a home for aging 
African Americans in Man-
hattan, $1,000 to a Flushing 
hospital, $1,000 to Flushing 
Free Library and $50 to her 
husband, who was living in 
London at the time of her 
death.

Ballenas said researching 
Shaw was an opportunity for 
his middle school students in 
the Aquinas Honors Society 
to help uncover more details 
about Mrs. Shaw.

“I am always looking for 
projects to help spark my stu-
dents’ love for uncovering the 
lives of people they have never 
heard of before who have a 
connection to Queens,” he 
said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Flushing Library honored 
Mary Shaw by unveiling a 
portait of the 19th century 
African American educator.  

Photo Courtesy Flushing Library

Ceremony unveils portrait of the 19th century educator and philanthropist
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FLIP

BY MARK HALLUM

The Monday death of an 
8-year-old Corona girl from 
the flu spurred a reaction 
from the city Dept. of Health 
on Tuesday to inform the 
public on the disease as it is 
the second pediatric fatality 
in the city thus far.  

Physicians visited the 
girl’s LeFrak City home be-
cause she was having trouble 
breathing, according the 
city’s Health Department. 
She was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital, where she died at 
around 6:30 a.m., CBS report-
ed. The medical examiner’s 
office conducted an autopsy. 
AN ABC 7 report says that 
“death indicates the circum-
stances and cause were natu-
ral.”

City Dept. of Health Com-
missioner Mary Bassett held 
a Long Island City press 

conference Feb. 5 following 
the incident, in which she 
warned people that if their 
condition escalates to shak-
ing chills and high fever with 
body aches, they should seek 
immediate medical atten-
tion, where they would likely 
receive antiviral treatment, 
which is in good supply in the 
City.

“It’s very important to re-
mind New Yorkers that the 
flu is not the sniffles and a 
cough, that there are many 
people who die of influenza 
related illness,” Bassett said. 
“We lose more people to influ-
enza and pneumonia every 
year than any other infec-
tion... I’m sure the tragic loss 
of a schoolmate and the tragic 
loss of a child will reverber-
ate throughout the communi-
ty, including the schools, but 
we are not treating this as 

LeFrak City girl, 8, 
dies from infl uenza

De Blasio preliminary budget 
excludes MTA, subway funding

BY MARK HALLUM

Mayor Bill de Blasio re-
leased his preliminary budget 
for FY2019 on Feb. 1 with no 
mention of providing funding 
toward public transportation, 
even as commuters face an on-
going crisis on the city’s sub-
ways.

De Blasio defended the 
omission of MTA contribu-
tions on the Brian Lehrer 
Show the following day using 
talking points he has repeated 
since the summer.

“[The] MTA does have 
substantial resources. They 
should apply them the right 
way,” de Blasio said on the 
show. “Not to extraneous mat-
ters, but to the core problems 
related to the signals, the elec-
tronics, the things that really 
determine whether trains run 
on time and run smoothly. 

Obviously I’ve made the point 
that the state siphoned off $450 
million from the MTA over 
the last few years. This is the 
perfect time to put that money 
back in the MTA budget. That 
resolves all the short-term is-
sues.”

The mayor also told Leh-
rer that he tentatively sup-
ports the Fix NYC congestion-
pricing proposal, a plan that 
claims the best way to create a 
dedicated-funding stream for 
the MTA is to charge an $11.52 
toll on vehicles traveling from 
the outer boroughs into the 
central business district of 
Manhattan, which would start 
below 60th Street.

And De Blasio continued 
to push his millionaire’s tax 
plan as a long-term way to 
establish a dedicated-revenue 
stream for the MTA, but said 
he would support any pack-
age as long as the state main-
tained its responsibility over 
the subways, citing the need to 
financially protect city servic-
es from the state and federal 
government.

“I think the millionaire’s 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens rent prices 
dropped in 2017, according to 
a new StreetEasy report. 

The real-estate website 
reported that 28 percent of 
Queens rentals received price 
cuts in the fourth quarter 
of 2017, following a citywide 
trend that showed 34 percent 
of Manhattan rentals seeing 
a price cut, as well as 28 per-
cent of rentals in Brooklyn.

Median rent in Queens 
dropped to $2,066 — a 1.3 
percent year-over-year de-
crease — in the final quarter 
of 2017, according to the re-
port, which said Northwest 
Queens saw the biggest medi-
an decline in rent, with a 2.5-
percent decrease to $2,129.

Rent cuts were most 
prevalent in Corona, where 
they declined by 44 percent, 
followed by College Point, 
where they dropped by 36 
percent, and Long Island 
City, where they fell by 33 
percent.

StreetEasy Senior Econo-
mist Grant Long attributed 
the rent cuts to the winter’s 

usual market slowdown, and 
to new construction. He said 
a f lood of new builds pri-
marily propelled the rental 
market’s slowdown over the 
last year, and that the fourth 

quarter’s rent cuts are more 
far-reaching than in previ-
ous years. 

“The cooling in the mar-
ket is no longer limited to 
new, high-end buildings in 

select pockets of the city, 
there’s a broader trend of 
rents topping out across all 
price points,” Long said. 
“The slowdown is forcing 
landlords across the city to 

cut deals, and renters now 
have the most negotiating 
leverage in years.”

StreetEasy reported that 
all sub-market rents grew 
less than two percent year-
over-year citywide.  

While rents have dropped, 
the new report said that 
Queens resale prices rose 
twice as fast as they did in 
2016. The median resale price 
for condos, townhouses, and 
co-ops in the borough rose 
6.1 percent year-over-year to 
$509,217. 

Properties in Central and 
Northeast Queens, where 
resale prices went up more 
than 8 percent, led the bor-
ough’s price growth, the 
StreetEasy report said.

And Northeast Queens’ 
resale price, which grew by 
8.2 percent to a median of 
$588,052, was the highest the 
real-estate site ever record-
ed in the area, according to 
its report.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

StreetEasy reported that Queens rentals received price cuts in the last quarter of 2017.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s preliminary 
budget leaves out funding for the 
ailing subway system. 

Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Rob Bennett

Rent prices drop in Queens: Report 
Study shows cuts most prevalent in Corona, College Point and Long Island City

Continued on Page 44 Continued on Page 44
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BY MARK HALLUM

Non-profit advocacy group 
Tri-State Transportation 
Campaign reinforced the as-
sessment from the Fix NYC 
panel that congestion pricing 
would only affect around four 
percent of outer borough driv-
ers in a new report.

The Fix NYC panel pro-
posal, released in January to 
implement congestion pric-
ing, keeps traditionally free 
bridges into Manhattan free 
while only imposing fees on 
vehicles entering a central 
business district from 60th 
Street to South Ferry. 

The new report from Tri-
State breaks down driver 
information based off demo-
graphics from “U.S. Census 
2011-2015: 5-Year American 
Community Survey” by state 
Senate and Assembly dis-
tricts.

According to the report, 
the farther west the dis-
trict, the less impact con-
gestion pricing will have 
on commuters.

The district farthest to the 
east, that of Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
will have the heaviest impact 
with about 5.7 percent of driv-
ers expected to pay the $11.52 
toll for entering lower Man-
hattan.

Braunstein did not offer a 
statement regarding the toll 
but Chief of Staff David Fis-
cher said simply that the as-
semblyman “is opposed to the 
plan proposed by Governor 
Cuomo’s Fix NYC congestion 
pricing panel.”

The district with the light-
est impact is that of Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas (D-
Astoria) with only 2.6 percent 
projected impact, which is in 

Congestion pricing to 
affect NE Queens

Queens health care workers 
face longest commute: Report

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new study has found that 
Queens health care workers 
have the city’s worst com-
mute.

The Center for an Urban 
Future’s report “An Unhealthy 
Commute: The Transit Chal-
lenges Facing New York City’s 
Health Care Sector” found 
that Queens health aides who 
rely on public transportation 
have longer commutes than 
workers in any other industry 
in the city. According to the 
Center, the health care system 
is the borough’s largest indus-
try, with 90,000 workers.

While most New Yorkers 
experience transit problems, 
health care employees in par-
ticular rely on public transit, 
have the longest median com-
mutes of any private sector 
workers, and in fact have seen 

their commutes increase at 
more than double the rate of 
all workers citywide, the cen-
ter’s research found.

According to the study, the 
lengthy commutes are a result 
of serious transit gaps in the 
boroughs outside Manhattan, 

where health care jobs are 
growing rapidly but transit 
options are often limited.

According to the Center’s 
report, Queens health care 
workers who rely on mass 
transit face a median com-
mute of 56 minutes — 10 min-
utes longer than the median 
commute for all workers city-
wide and five minutes longer 
than the median commute for 
health care workers citywide. 
Of all boroughs, only Staten Is-
land, with a median commute 
of 57 minutes,  has a longer 
commute for health care work-
ers.

In Queens there are more 
than 25 major health facilities 
located at least eight blocks 
from a subway, including 
Flushing Hospital Medical 
Center, St. Mary’s Hospital for 
Children, and NewYork–Pres-

BY BILL PARRY

The Queens LGBT com-
munity gathered last week 
with elected officials to cel-
ebrate a new safe space in 
Long Island City that will 
offer health and educational 
services. The LGBT Net-
work, a nonprofit organiza-
tion now in its 25th year, 
cut the ribbon on its first 
full-service LGBT commu-
nity center in the borough. 
The Q-Center, as it is called, 
is located at 37-18 Northern 
Blvd.

“We’re going to have ev-
erything from education to 
support to advocacy to or-
ganizing,” LGBT Network 
President and CEO David 
Kilmnick said. “We’re go-
ing to be able to provide HIV 
testing on site and we’re go-
ing to have fun arts and cul-
tural stuff for people to cel-
ebrate. We need to celebrate 
our community. We need to 
work across all different 
groups, and this center is go-
ing to provide that home and 
safe space.”

The Q-Center will serve 

all ages and offer program-
ming such as the Safe 
Schools Initiative with more 
than 60 schools to establish 
gay-straight alliance clubs 
and offer educational work-

shops for students and fac-
ulty. The Q-Center will work 
to protect the LGBT com-
munity against hate crimes, 
which are up 30 percent in 
the city since 2016, in a pro-

gram with the Queens Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office and 
the NYPD.

“Today the LGBT com-
munity is facing challenges 
we didn’t think we would 

have to after eight years of 
progress under the Obama 
administration,” Kilmnick 
said. “Our new center is re-
spondent to these challenges 
in front of us.”

Hate crimes against 
LGBT individuals now ac-
count for one-fifth of all hate 
crimes committed, Kilm-
nick added which U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) blamed on the era 
of Trump.

“In these trying times 
when so many communities, 
including the LGBT, have 
come under attack from 
this administration people 
feel helpless,” Crowley said. 
“The support group is here 
now where they can feel safe 
and feel accepted and appre-
ciated for who they are. No 
one should be picked on or 
brutalized. This center will 
go a long way towards help-
ing people come to terms 
with who they are.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
attested to that notion offer-
ing a personal story having 

City Councilmen Daniel Dromm (l.) and Jimmy Van Bramer join multiple City and State officials at a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at Long Island City’s new LGBT community center. Courtesy Dromm’s office

A new study revealed that Queens’ 
90,000 healthcare workers have 
among the city’s worst commutes. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Multi-service LGBT center opens in LIC
Van Bramer shares that he was ‘depressed and suicidal’ before fi nding his voice at such a place

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 44 Continued on Page 44
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

BY BILL PARRY

A Queens lawmaker is leading the 
fight against a corporate giant for en-
dangering the health and welfare of 
children as well as seniors suffering 
from dementia.

State Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) was joined by 
state Sen. Brad Hoylman (D-Manahat-
tan) and consumer groups Tuesday in 
Albany where they called on Proctor & 
Gamble to overhaul its colorful liquid 
detergent Tide pods, citing more than 
10,000 poisoning incidents involving 
young children in 2017.

Simotas and Hoylman urged the 
passage of their bill that would ban 
the sale of detergent pods in New York 
State unless the pods are designed in 
an opaque, uniform color packaged 
with a warning of the dangers of in-
gesting the product.

“Toxic substances like these laun-
dry pods should not be packaged to look 
like candy or toys which lure children 
to put them in their mouths,” Simotas 
said. “Even though the industry has 
adopted voluntary standards, they are 
not working and it’s now clear why we 
need a law to lessen the risk of poison-
ings. As a legislator and a mother, I am 
angry that convenience and marketing 
have been exalted over the safety of 
children and people with dementia.”

Children who bite the pods think-
ing they are toys or candy end up in-
gesting or inhaling extremely concen-
trated detergent. This causes vomiting, 
chemical burns, respiratory distress, 
seizures, loss of consciousness, fluid 
in the lungs and even death, Simotas 
said. The American Association of Poi-
son Control Centers reported 154 calls 
to poison control centers reporting 
teenagers ingesting pods this year, up 
from 53 cases last year.

The problem has been compounded 
in recent months with the online Tide 
Pods challenge in which young people 
eat the pods while daring others to do 
the same.

“It’s no joke or passing fad that poi-
son control centers get thousands of 
calls,” New York Public Interest Re-
search Group General Counsel Russ 
Haven said. “Children and adults with 
cognitive impairments are at risk of 
death and serious injury from these 
items that are attractive to kids and 
can look like food. The tide is turning 
and manufacturers need to clean up 
their marketing practices.”

Hoylman, a father of two young chil-
dren, is concerned for their safety.

“It makes no sense to me that with 
nearly 30 incidents a day, manufactur-
ers still haven’t made these products 
safe,” he said. “It’s way past time to fix 
these products or remove them alto-

gether from store shelves.”
Proctor & Gamble was dismissive of 

the legislators efforts.
“There is nothing new in these leg-

islative proposals,” P&G Spokeswom-
an Petra Renck said. “We have made 
our packaging child resistant. We have 
a number of partners to help us spread 
the word to ensure laundry pacs are 
used safely and stored properly. Con-
sumers have a choice: those who prefer 
single colored pac can use Tide Free 
and Gentle, which is all-white. Tide is 
also available in a liquid and powder 
product form.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Toxic laundry pods
targeted by Simotas

Assembywoman Aravella Simotas (r.) urges 
Proctor & Gamble to change the packaging 
of toxic Tide PODs that are harming children 
and seniors. Courtesy Simotas’ office

As a legislator and 

a mother, I am angry 

that convenience 

and marketing 

have been exalted 

over the safety of 

children and people 

with dementia.
Aravella Simotas
Assemblywoman 

(D-Astoria)
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FLIP

Meng leads fi ght against ‘mail fi shing’
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
Congresswoman Grace 

Meng (D-Flushing) wants 
to combat “mail fishing” in 
Queens.

This growing crime has af-
fected Flushing residents over 
the last couple of months and 
has led Meng to request new 
anti-theft collection boxes 
from the United States Postal 
Service.

Mail fishers place string 
connected to a sticky material 
into collection boxes and the 
sticky substance attaches to 
the mail and the crooks pull 
out the envelopes. The thieves 
then open the letters and steal 
people’s personal information 
including bank, credit card, 
and Social Security numbers. 
According to Meng, mail fish-
ers also engage in check wash-
ing schemes, in which they 
wash ink off of checks they 
stole and rewrite the name of 
the payee or the amount. Ac-
cording to Meng, one of her 
constituents was recently a 
victim of check washing, cost-
ing them $4,000.

Last week Meng sent a let-

ter to Elvin Mercado, the head 
of the USPS’ Triboro District, 
urging him to take action and 
install anti-theft collection 
boxes that have smaller slots 
throughout the borough. Meng 
said the smaller slots make it 

more difficult for thieves to 
steal the mail inside.

According to the congress-
woman, it is unacceptable that 
Queens residents cannot safe-
ly leave their mail in USPS col-
lection boxes. 

“Many of the victims of 
mail fishing are seniors who 
are particularly vulnerable to 
these reprehensible schemes 
and have no means of pro-
tecting themselves,” she said. 
“USPS must act at once to stop 

this unconscionable crime. 
The agency must replace all 
collection boxes in Queens 
with anti-theft collection box-
es to prevent continued mail 
fishing in our borough.” 

In her letter she said that 
mail fishing has become so 
prevalent that local police 
precincts have suggested that 
residents bring their mail di-
rectly to the post office and 
not leave it in local USPS col-
lection boxes. She said that it 
is not an acceptable solution 
because post offices in her dis-
trict have limited hours, and 
residents cannot drop off mail 
when post offices are closed. 

“This also creates a sig-
nificant barrier for seniors 
and disabled persons in my 
district, who have issues with 
mobility,” she wrote. “My con-
stituents need the USPS to 
provide relief, including, but 
not limited to, replacing all 
old USPS collection boxes with 
anti-theft collection boxes.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Congresswoman Grace Meng is pushing for the usage of anti-theft collection boxes to prevent mail fishing. 
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Police ‘Summit’ tour 
concludes in Jamaica

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Queens served as the 
last leg of the five-borough 
“Still We Rise NYC Human 
Justice Summit,” which 
featured the NYPD’s top 
brass at the New Jerusalem 
Worship Center in South 
Jamaica last Wednesday. 

The borough-wide police 
tour was the brainchild 
of Rev. Que English, the 
founder of the New York 
City Clergy Roundtable, a 
nonprofit that combines 
the efforts of religious and 
civic leaders in tackling so-
cial problems. 

The purpose of the tour 
was to improve relations 
between police officers and 
the African American com-
munity, said English. 

“Why are we doing this?” 
asked English to the crowd 
of hundreds at the church 
from all over Queens. 

“Its simple,” she said. 
“Public safety is a shared 
responsibility. While there 
are responsibilities that 
fall on NYPD, there are 
also responsibilities that 
fall on the community, and 
communities of faith, be-
cause all of us are working 
together for the same end 
goal.” 

Rowena Taylor, a South 
Jamaica resident and mem-
ber of the New Jerusalem 
church, was excited for 
the event as she sat in the 
pews. 

“The event is wonder-
ful,” Taylor said. “The expo-
sure to what is going on in 
the community is amazing. 
Most people are not aware 
that if they have a problem, 
they could go to the 113th 
Precinct and that there is 
an officer at community af-

fairs who is in charge of the 
community.” 

Mary Robinson, who 
came all the way from 
Flushing, agreed with Tay-
lor. 

“I think it is very in-
formative,” Robinson said. 
“They are bringing the 
communities together and I 
am so for it.”

After the Ferguson riots 
sparked by the unarmed 
shooting death of Michael 
Brown in Missouri, the Eric 
Garner chokehold tragedy 
on Staten Island, and the 
 assassinations of NYPD of-
ficers Wenjian Liu and Ra-
fael Ramos , Commissioner 
James O’Neill said it was 
time for the community and 
the police to work together 
and that meetings like this 
were the solution. 

One of the ways he has 
helped to address bridging 
a gap between the African 
American community and 
police officers is through 
the Neighborhood Coordi-
nation Officer initiative. 

“We embarked on a 
structural change back in 
May of 2015, and that was 
a direct result of what has 
transpired,” O’Neill said. 
“It is the neighborhood po-
licing philosophy.”

According to Depart-
ment Chief Terrance Mona-
han, the purpose of the NCO 
initiative and precision po-
licing is to work with the 
99 percent of residents who 
are doing good to root out 
that one percent who are 
committing crimes, instead 
of a blanketed approach to 
targeting criminals. 

When it comes to tack-
ling quality-of-life issues, 
the commissioner said the 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Two mayoral agencies have 
joined forces with a Latino ad-
vocacy coalition to discuss im-
pending federal action that will 
have a major impact on immi-
grant communities in New York 
and beyond.

The Mayor’s Office of Immi-
grant Affairs and the Mayor’s 
Office of International Affairs 
joined forces with the Coalition 
of Latin American Consulates 
on New York, which comprises 
of 17 Latin American nations at 
City Hall to discuss Thursday’s 
deadline for Congressional ac-
tion for Dreamers and for the re-
newal of Temporary Protected 
Status for immigrants on Jan. 
24.

Together Acting Immigrant 
Affairs Commissioner Bitta 
Mostofi and International Af-
fairs Commissioner Penny 
Abeywardena discussed federal 
immigration policies and em-
phasized its continued support 
of the Latin American immi-
grant community. 

Throughout the meeting the 
importance of DACA renewals 
for eligible recipients and re-
registering for TPS ahead of a 
respective country’s deadline 
was reiterated. 

“We need Congress to act 
or more Dreamers will suffer,” 
said Mostofi.

According to a MOIA analy-
sis there was an increase in non-
criminal arrests by ICE officers 

by 421 percent from Feb. 2017 to 
Sept. 2017, compared to the peri-
od before his inauguration, Oct. 
2016 to Jan. 2017. 

There are currently 30,000 
DACA recipients and 15,000 
people on TPS who call New 
York City home, according to 
Mostofi. 

Queens has 55,000 Dreamers 
across the city, the most of any 
borough. Brooklyn has 46,000 
Dreamers, the Bronx has 29,000, 
Manhattan has 18,000 and Stat-
en Island has 4,000.

Dreamers contributed $4.7 
billion in towards the city’s 
Gross Domestic Product in 2017 
and they account for $2 billion 
in total earnings in occupations 
ranging from service workers to 
managers and professionals. 

More than 20,000 Dreamers 
are homeowners or contribute 
to their families’ mortgage, and 

nearly one-third are attending 
college, have graduated or at-
tended some college, according 
to MOIA.

The DREAM Act, a long-
standing bill from which the 
Dreamers name is taken, would 
grant lawful status to immi-
grants brought here as children 
without documentation. If Con-
gress were to pass it, 150,000 
residents in the city would ben-
efit from it, including the 96,000 
Dreamers people who would be 
eligible for status. An additional 
16,000 Dreamers would be eligi-
ble for protection from deporta-
tion, according to MOIA.

More than 16,000 elemen-
tary school students and mid-
dle-schoolers are among the 
150,000.

The vast majority of TPS re-
cipients in New York are from 
Haiti, El Salvador and Hondu-
ras, according to MOIA. 

Over 8,000 children born in 
the U.S. live with family mem-
bers on TPS.

TPS recipients generated 
$591.1 million in Gross City 
Product and they account for 
$260 million in income.

Recipients under TPS are in 
the United States because they 
were displaced from their coun-
tries due to natural disasters, 
war and political strife, accord-
ing to the USCIS.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

The mayor’s offices of Immigration Affairs and International Affairs have teamed up to protect Latin 
Americans who are Dreamers and those who are under Temporary Protected Status from deportation.  

Photo by Jose Luis Magana/AP

The top brass of the NYPD was at a police summit in Queens at New 
Jerusalem Worship Center.                    Photo by Bruce Adler

DACA deadline looms
Mayor’s Office demands action from Congress 

Continued on Page 44

We need 

Congress to 

act or more 

Dreamers will 

suffer.
Bitta Mostofi 

Acting Immigrant 
Affairs Commissioner
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms:

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” to see 

how our technologies may benefi t you.

We Now Have
COLD LASER

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

WE'LL DO THE JOB RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. 
We work for you, not the insurance company. Have us negotiate your claim and we'll repair your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your 
Car Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company 

Cannot Direct You Otherwise

  You Are Not Required To Have Your 
Car Repaired In A Shop Recommended 
By The Insurance Company

  You Are Not Required To Take Your 
Car To An Insurance Company’s 
Drive-In Claim Service

  You Are Not Required To Get One 
Or More Estimates.

  No Insurance Company Shall Issue 
A Check Or Draft In Payment Of A 
Claim, Implying Acceptance Of Such 
As Final Or Binding

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS IN L.I.C.

PLAXALL.COM

PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR

LOCAL INSTITUTIONS:

C4Q

HOUR CHILDREN

HUNTERS POINT PARKS CONSERVANCY

JACOB A. RIIS NEIGHBORHOOD SETTLEMENT

LIC-A

LIC ARTS OPEN

LIC CULTURAL ALLIANCE

MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE

QUEENS COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

QUEENS MUSEUM

URBAN UPBOUND

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU 

DO FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

THE KIRBY, PFOHL, AND QUIGLEY FAMILIES

AND ALL OF US AT PLAXALL

POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING — Police said a man 

murdered in Flushing on Feb. 2 was 
shot to death in what the 107th Pre-
cinct called a gang-related crime.

The victim who hailed from New 
Jersey was very likely killed as 
the result of MS-13 activity, NYPD 
Chief of Detectives Robert Boyce 
told reporters in a Tuesday briefing 
with Mayor Bill de Blasio.

“Do we think it might still be 
MS-13? Yes, we do,” Boyce said. 
“Now, we’re hampered by the fact 
that we didn’t know who he was for 
the first two days … we went to his 
dad’s house. We spoke to his dad. He 
explained what happened and we 
were able to get to some telephones, 
where he’s going through social 
media. That’s being analyzed right 
now … So, we’re a long way from de-
termining which gang it was at this 
point but again the earmarks of it, 
there’s no question.”

Officers first responded to a re-
port that 20-year-old Oscar Antonio 
Blanco-Hernandez was assaulted 
at 85-14 160th St. around 6:40 p.m., 
and upon arrival discovered he was 
shot twice — once in the head and 
once in the groin, cops said. 

EMS responders transported the 
victim to Queens General Hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead, ac-
cording to authorities.

Surveillance footage shows Blan-
co-Hernandez walking with two 
other men wearing black on 160th 
St. from Parsons Boulevard, and 
shortly after the trio moved beyond 
the security cameras’ field of view, 
the two men who accompanied him 
quickly walking back toward Par-
sons Boulevard, the tape shows.

Blanco-Hernandez lived with his 
father in New Jersey, according to 
Boyce. The NYPD is working with 
the FBI and Nassau and Suffolk 
counties’ law enforcement in the in-
vestigation.

Prosecutors and police allege the 
notorious El Salvadorian gang MS-
13 has extended its presence from 
Long Island into areas of Bayside 
and Flushing, as well as parts of Ja-
maica and St. Albans, over the past 
year.

In May 2017, Fernando Gonzalez 
Chavez, 39, originally from El Salva-
dor, was standing outside a Murray 
Hill deli on 162nd St. and Northern 
Boulevard when Roberto Abrego, 
23, and Jose Alvarenga, 27, alleged-
ly ambushed him in an attack later 
attributed to MS-13. Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown said 
Chavez’s assailants shot him in the 
chest, puncturing his lung, which 

resulted in his death.
The alleged MS-13 killing of 

Chavez came just weeks after the 
mid-May murder of Julio Vasquez, 
16, who was found with at least two 
dozen stab wounds in an Oakland 
Gardens wetlands preserve — an 
attack cops also determined to have 
gang ties.

Law enforcement would not con-
firm a specific gang’s affiliation, 
however, but a brick post in front of 
Vasquez’s St. Albans home showed 
MS-13 markings in black spray 
paint. The teen also had a record of 
gang assault, among other crimes, 
according to police.

A birdwatcher originally spotted 
Vasquez’s “severely decomposed” 
body in a remote and heavily wood-
ed part of Alley Pond Park, popular 
for its ungroomed wetlands, cops 
said.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by 
e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Oscar Antonio Blanco-Hernandez was killed 
in what cops are calling a gang-related 
crime.                    NYPD

Flushing murder result of MS-13 activity: Cops

Police said a 
recent murder 

in Flushing 
could be a 

result of MS-13 
activity
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 56 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for 
everyone.  Programs are offered for PreK through high school.  Each 2-week session 
provides the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals 
in their specifi c fi eld direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday 
through Friday, from 9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. 
Buses leave our campus at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all 
four sessions.  Door to door transportation is included in the tuition fee of our 
programs for those who wish to use it.

Try the Nature and Outdoor Discovery program; so popular last year it’s sure to 
be an early close out! The perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the great outdoors. 
Activities may include hiking, fi shing, archery, crabbing, camping/survival skills, 
zip-lining, & other adventures.  There are many other great programs offered as 
well.  Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Baseball, Dance, Robotics and Engineering; just 
to name a few.  Check the website:  LuHiSummerCamps.org for a complete listing 
of all programs and descriptions.  

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House March 11th, or April 29th.  Come meet the 
Directors and see the facility.  Spin the K98.3 prize wheel and enter to win a free 
session of camp.  

Give your child a summer to remember!  

LuHi. . .Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Trump nailed State of the Union address
I would like to applaud Presi-

dent Trump’s State of the Union 
address to the nation.

He made me proud to be an 
American. He touched on many 
areas he accomplished and some 
he has not accomplished. He dis-
cussed the low unemployment 
rate, a booming economy, tax 
cuts, respect for our national 
anthem and repairing the infra-
structure.

He also applauded our military 
for keeping us safe. He mentioned 
he would like to reform policies 
on immigration and would like to 
work better with the Democrats 
to achieve a better America.

The president said Americans 
are dreamers too. Well, on that, 
I wholeheartedly agreed. I also 
believe that to make America 
great, those who can should vol-
unteer to support the various 

religious and civic organizations 
that help the many in need of our 
compassion and understanding 
and help.

To President Trump I would 
like to say, “keep on trying to 
make America a better place for 
us to live, work, go to school and 
finally retire.”

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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President Trump’s State of the Union speech was 
disappointing, and held very little hope or promise for 
African Americans and other minorities.

Trump focused on only some issues, while basically 
ignoring those that continue to plague the black commu-
nity. The only thing he said in regard to our issues was 
to take credit for a low black unemployment rate. This 
was basically started by Barack Obama, the first Afri-
can-American President, before he departed the White 
House more than a year ago.

While the President spent a great deal of time focus-
ing on immigration and foreign issues and building the 
wall, he failed to address any of the primary issues that 
continue to plague African Americans.

During his short time in office, America has experi-
enced an increase in racial hatred and violence, which 
came to an explosive boiling point in Charlottesville, Va., 
where a brave and conscientious young woman with a 
bright future ahead of her — Heather Heyer — was killed 
for merely exercising her rights.

Here in New York, we experienced the bitter taste of 
racial hatred and bigotry when a white supremacist trav-
eled from Baltimore to New York for the sole purpose of 
killing an innocent black man —Timothy Caughman — 
simply because of the color of his skin. During his short 
time in office, President Trump has said some mean and 
racially divisive things. This has led to an increase in ra-
cial violence across the country.

President Trump had an opportunity to speak to the 
unification of this great nation but failed to do so. The 
State of the Union was the perfect national platform to 
call for unity in the nation and condemn racism and dis-
crimination. Discrimination is still a major issue in our 
country and the President failed to address this issue.

He also failed to address such issues as voter suppres-
sion and criminal justice reform. Police brutality and po-
lice killings of unarmed citizens of color remains a ma-
jor concern for African Americans, but this was ignored 
by the President. Our response must be demonstrated 
in the voting booth on Election Day. Starting today, we 
must register everyone around us, and on Election Day 
we must show up at the polls and let our discontent be 
known. In addition, we cannot support any elected per-
son or party that refuses to uphold the standards and 
creeds of America, nor can we support any elected offi-
cial or party who refuses to denounce and root out rac-
ism wherever it rears its ugly head.

It is up to us to determine whether or not there will 
be a day of reckoning for those who refuse to condemn 
racial hatred and bigotry. We must ensure that America 
lives up to the creed of the Constitution: that all men and 
women are created equal.

This guest editorial was written by Leroy Gadsden, 
president of the Jamaica Branch of the NAACP

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. 
All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication 
if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear 
in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished 
in any format.
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READERS WRITE

Legal injection centers not the answer to opioid crisis
The opioid crisis is in-

f licting all of our communi-
ties at an alarming rate.

More families than ever 
are impacted by drug ad-
diction. There were almost 
64,000 drug overdose deaths 
in 2016, with two-thirds of 
them related to opioids such 
as heroin, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. This was 
the most lethal year yet in 
the drug epidemic and it is 
getting worse.

There is no greater feel-
ing of helplessness than 
watching a family member 
suffer because you know 
there is nothing that can be 
done until they are ready 
to seek treatment. The last 
thing we need is a legal facil-
ity that encourages contin-
ued drug use. Unfortunately, 
this is the path New York 
City is on.

Recently, the New York 
City Police Department and 
the New York City Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene met to discuss open-
ing “supervised injection 
facilities” in local neighbor-
hoods.

These facilities allow ad-

dicts to inject heroin and 
other drugs under medical 
supervision with sterile sy-
ringes, with taxpayers foot-
ing the bill. Currently, there 
are only about 100 of these 
centers in the world, mainly 
in Europe and Canada. To-
day, New York City is racing 
with Philadelphia and Se-
attle to become the first city 
in the United States to open 
one. 

This would be a victory 
for Mayor Bill de Blasio in 
his goal to raise his nation-
al progressive bona fides, 
but opening these facili-
ties would be bad for com-
munities, law enforcement, 
taxpayers, and even worse, 
addicts.

Any funds spent on this 
issue should be used to 
break the cycle of the ad-
dict’s dependency on drugs, 
not by taking an action 
that condones heroin use. 
These sons, daughters, sis-
ters, brothers and friends 
need help, hope and rehab. 
Condoning drug use as long 
as you shoot up at a super-
vised injection facility is 
sentencing them to a life of 
addiction.

We also must think of 
the problem these facilities 
would cause for law enforce-
ment. How can we to prose-
cute drug crimes if City Hall 
provides places for drug us-
ers to legally shoot up?

In response to Vermont 
also exploring opening these 
facilities, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice released a 
statement making clear: “It 
is a crime not only to use il-
licit narcotics, but to manage 
and maintain sites on which 
drugs are used and distrib-
uted... such facilities would 
also threaten to undercut 
existing and future preven-
tion initiatives by sending 
exactly the wrong message 
to children in Vermont: the 
government will help you 
use heroin.” Supervised in-
jection facilities would send 
mixed messages to law en-
forcement and citizens about 
heroin use.

Local neighborhoods 
would also suffer. Can you 
imagine the uproar if a fa-
cility were proposed in your 
community? Let’s face it, 
drug dealers are true entre-
preneurs. They’ll relocate 
close to one of these facili-

ties to better serve their 
customer: the addict. If one 
were to open in your area, 
common sense tells you that 
there will be dealers setting 
up shop next to the closest 
subway station, because 
these facilities do not pro-
vide the drugs. The addict 
will do anything to get the 
cash to pay the dealers.

Cities like Vancouver 
found out what happens 
when injection facilities 
are located there; quality of 
life complaints rise and the 
area around them becomes a 
magnet for addicts and drug 
dealers. Guardian Angels 
founder Curtis Sliwa told 
me that in the 1990s, when 
his team patrolled the East 
End of Vancouver where one 
of these facilities had re-
cently opened, there was an 
increase in addicts coming 
from other parts of Canada. 
This brought more dealers 
because users had to first 
buy their heroin to get their 
fix.

Since the first supervised 
injection facility opened in 
Switzerland in 1986, there 
have been many studies of-
fering contradictory infor-

mation about their effec-
tiveness. These are worthy 
discussions to have, because 
both opponents and support-
ers of these facilities share 
the same goal of saving 
lives. However, no debate 
has occurred in New York 
City worthy of making us 
the first place in the United 
States to open these contro-
versial facilities.

In 2016, the council an-
nounced a $100,000 taxpay-
er-funded six month study to 
be conducted by the Depart-
ment of Health on the feasi-
bility of opening these facili-
ties. The results of the study 
have not been released, and 
there has not been any com-
ment on these facilities by 
the mayor or any public 
hearings on this issue. Yet, 
last week two city agencies 
met about opening these fa-
cilities.

New Yorkers, especially 
those suffering from addic-
tion, deserve better.

Bob Capano has been an 
adjunct political science 

professor at the City 
University of New York.

There’s more to the IDC than meets the eye
In the last 18 months, I 

immersed myself in a lot of 
things, one of which was un-
derstanding state politics. 

The first thing I discovered 
as a resident of Astoria is that my 
representative — Jose Peralta — 
was a member of the Independent 
Democratic Caucus (“IDC”).

I did my due diligence on 
the IDC. I inhaled articles 
that both complimented and 
criticized the IDC.  I asked 
some people who work in 
and with Albany about the 
impact and significance of 
the IDC.

As a lifelong Democrat, 
the more I read, the angrier 
I got. I understood the politi-
cal argument that joining 
IDC allowed these members 
to caucus with Republicans 
and gain benefits for them-
selves and their respective 
communities. The concept 

that being a valuable mem-
ber of a group allowed them 
to get funds for schools and 
environmental studies in 
their communities. But I was 
also not privy as to what this 
really was: a grab for power.

In all the justifications 
for why they abandoned 
their progressive campaign 
promises and absent from 
those altruistic descriptions 
were the direct individual 
benefits these eight mem-
bers of the IDC obtained by 
betraying their party and to 
a certain extent the people 
who voted for them. 

Also, apparently not part 
of the analysis was whether 
staying loyal to their party 
and the general beliefs of 
the Democratic Party would 
have somehow precluded 
them from getting those 
same benefits in their com-

munities. It seems like the 
only thing that was mutual-
ly exclusive was the ability 
to sit on various committees 
that in turn gave the IDC 
members what they sought 
in actuality - influence and 
power.   

The thing stands out to 
me in 2018 is that I no lon-
ger have the patience for 
politicians who rely on our 
cynicism in order to person-
ally benefit themselves. The 
idea that you can run on a 
certain platform and then 
compromise your beliefs in 
the name of practicality no 
longer works in this politi-
cal environment, even for a 
pragmatist like me.

And that is why when I 
saw women like Jessica Ra-
mos and Alessandra Biaggi 
taking on two members of 
the IDC (including Sena-

tor Peralta), I was pleased. 
I quickly donated to both 
and added my name as a 
potential volunteer. Smart 
women who have worked in 
government and are more 
than qualified to hold these 
positions is what we need in 
our communities and gov-
ernment. People who will 
understand that you can be 
practical without sacrific-
ing your moral compass.

I write this now for all 
those politicians and all 
those members of the me-
dia who are trying to grasp 
how things will play in 2018. 
The message from all these 
marches, protests and gen-
eral activism is that time for 
compromising your ideology 
for personal benefit as a civ-
il servant is over.

At least here in New York 
City, the people you align 

yourself with matters more 
than the words justifying why 
you stand with them.  Even a 
pragmatist like me has lost 
patience with you, and I won’t 
let my cynicism cause me to 
turn away from this. 

My anger is just a small 
part of what is coming in 
the next couple of years.  If 
there is one thing we can 
learn from what occupies 
the White House, it is that 
the ransom you received for 
power and influence cannot 
be justified because it came 
at the cost of what a politi-
cian should value the most- 
their integrity.  I believe Ms. 
Ramos and Ms. Biaggi are 
the reckonings for the IDC 
and the politics that helped 
create it.

Steve Spanolios
Astoria
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About 200 well-dressed 
youngish people crammed into 
a bookstore in Dumbo to hear 
personal stories about that ta-
boo topic that makes everyone 
uncomfortable. Death.

Of parents, spouses, uncles 
—  and even kids.

They were here to launch 
“ Modern Loss: Candid Conver-
sation About Grief. Beginners 
Welcome, ” a book based on the 
revolutionary and wildly pop-
ular “ Modern Loss ” website. 
Both are edited by Rebecca 
Soffer and co-author Gabrielle 
Birkner who, in turn, are writ-
ers,   moms, and young adults 
who are all too familiar with 
the topic they have focused on. 

Soffer’s mom died in a car 
accident, and shortly there-
after her dad died of a heart 

attack. Birkner’s dad and step-
mom were murdered in a home 
invasion. The two attended a 
weekly meeting called “Wom-
en with Dead Parents” and, in 
2013, they launched their site 
featuring personal essays on 
every aspect of grief, includ-
ing inheritance, ambivalence, 
sex after death (here on earth, 
that is), even the mix of emo-
tions that can accompany the 
death of a cheating spouse. 

The site and book scoff at 
platitudes and dig deeper. But 
they also manage to make 
readers smile — and some-
times guffaw. And so did the 
speakers who took to the po-
dium at the book launch.

“I lost my mom 10 years 
ago and Christmas was very 
much her thing,” Marisa Lee, 
a social entrepreneur, told the 
crowd. Her mom made such a 
huge deal about Christmas — 
“Lights everywhere, and lots 
of Baby Jesuses” — that once 
she was gone, Marissa hated 
the holiday. She’d hole up with 
her godparents, which is what 
she was doing one Christmas 
when she fell down their stairs 

and broke her arm.
“Now I’m stuck. I’m on 

Percoset. I can’t drag myself 
anywhere,” said Lee. She was 
a sitting duck, until her child-
hood best friend brought over 
cookies and the application for 
eHarmony, an online dating 
service.

Reluctantly, Marisa agreed 
to meet up with a man from 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. After 
flirting with cancelling on him 
— until her friend insisted that 
would be rude — she went on 
the date and a year and a half 
later — on Christmas Day — 
he proposed and she accepted. 
His reason for choosing Dec. 25 
as the day he popped the ques-
tion? “To once again make 
Christmas something I actu-
ally enjoyed,” said Lee. 

“If you’re going through 
loss, anybody who tells you it’s 
going to be over soon — they’re 
lying,” she added. But there is 
another side, eventually. 

Michael Arceneaux, a jour-
nalist and author, suffered a 
very different loss. 

“Most people ask, ‘When did 
you first know you were gay?’ ” 

he told the crowd. “I knew I 
liked boys when I was 5.” But 
at 6, he knew something else:  
His uncle had just died of some-
thing called AIDS and everyone 
in his family was calling his 
uncle a terrible word. A word 
for people just like Michael.

“I could never shake that 
feeling that ‘to like boys’ 
meant ‘to die.’ I could not sepa-
rate pleasure from paranoia,” 
said Arceneaux. “It wasn’t 
until I turned 30 that I really 
wanted to conquer that fear.” 
And somehow he finally did. 

While his parents have yet 
to fully accept him, he was 
talking to his niece recently 
— she is 8 — “And she made 
a joke about a gay person and 
I said, ‘Oh beloved, we don’t 
say that.’ ” And after gently 
explaining why, he hung up. 
The girl called him right back 
and said, “Uncle Mikey, I am 
so sorry. I don’t care if you’re 
gay. I miss you. Come home 
for Christmas.” Not that every 
story at the book party ended 
with Christmas, but they did 
all end with hope. 

Jamie Stelter, the NY1 traf-

fic anchor, spoke of her mis-
carriages. She now has a tod-
dler. Podcaster Rachel Ward 
spoke of her husband dying at 
35. Somehow she’s still really 
funny. Emily Rapp Black lost 
her son Ronan at age 3 to Tay-
Sachs disease, but later met 
a young man with the same 
name, and felt at peace.

Soffer asked the audience 
if they would like to try their 
hand at summing up their loss 
in a “ Six Word Memoir ” — an 
idea popularized by Smith 
Magazine. 

A man who looked like a 
truck driver stood up. “I never 
saw her smile again,” he said.

“I’ll see a heartbeat some 
day,” said a woman in the 
crowd. 

“Through the noise, pur-
pose was born.”

Sometimes, purpose is born 
through the internet, too. And 
now, through a surprising new 
book. 

Lenore Skenazy is president 
of Let Grow, founder of Free-
Range Kids and author of “Has 
the World Gone Skenazy?”

Frank talk about an unmentionable subject
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in the 
borough’s history

Known professionally as 
Melanie, singer-songwriter 
Melanie Safka was born on 
Feb. 3, 1947 and spent her early 
years in Astoria, Queens. She is 
best known for her songs “What 
Have They Done to My Song,” 
“Ma,” “Lay Down (Candles in 
the Rain)” and “Brand New 
Key.” One of only three women 
to perform solo at Woodstock in 
1969, her performance started a 
trend among concert attendees 
to display lighters while artists 

sang. She has three children, 
all of whom are musicians, and 
currently resides in Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

As a child, Melanie would 
often accompany her jazz singer 
mother to live performances at 
local clubs. She first sang in pub-
lic at age four, singing “Gimme a 
Little Kiss” on the radio program 
“Live Like a Millionaire.” As a 
teenager, she became interested 
in female performers like Billie 
Holiday, all of whom left an im-
pression on her as “solo women 
who sing their hearts out.”

While attending high school 
in New Jersey, Safka sang in a 
local coffee house, and later per-
formed in folk clubs in Green-

wich Village during college.
Still a student, record labels 

began to take note of the Asto-
ria native’s singing talent, and 
she signed her first contract 
with Columbia Records. With 
early songs like “Bobo’s Party” 
and “Beautiful People” topping 
the charts in Europe, Melanie 
followed up with her break-
out performance in the U.S. at 
Woodstock. Singing “Beautiful 
People” in a dark, evening rain-
storm, concertgoers held up 
lighters as they sang along. The 
moment stayed with Melanie, 
who was inspired to write “Lay 
Down (Candles in the Rain),” 
one of her many memorable 
pieces. The song has since been 
covered by artists as diverse as 
Mott the Hoople, Dolly Parton 
and Olivia Newton-John. “Lay 
Down” was her first top 10 hit in 
America, going as high as num-
ber six on the Billboard singles 
chart, while also gaining popu-
larity worldwide. 

At her peak, the top televi-

sion hosts -- Ed Sullivan, John-
ny Carson, and Dick Cavett 
-- battled to book her.  And in 
the 1970s, the singer-songwriter 
rode her newfound fame to in-
ternational performances at 
the Strawberry Fields Festival 
in Ontario and the Isle of Wight 
Festival in England. She even 
returned to the U.K. to sing at 
Glastonbury Fayre. Later in 
her career, Melanie once again 
brought her high-voltage, bluesy 
style and timeless appeal back 
across the pond to perform at 
the same two British venues in 
2010 and 2011.

Back stateside, Safka record-
ed a number of chart toppers 
in the decade of disco. These 
included “Brand New Key,” a 
number one hit in 1972 which 
earned her Billboard’s Top Fe-
male Vocalist award, and the 
top 40 single “Bitter Bad” in 
1973. Around this time, howev-
er, she began to retreat from the 
spotlight to start a family.

In 1989, Melanie saw a brief 

career resurgance when she re-
ceived an Emmy Award for writ-
ing the lyrics to “The First Time 
I Loved Forever,” the theme 
song for the TV series “Beauty 
and the Beast.”

All of her children have 
joined their mother as musi-
cians, with her son Beau-Jarred 
accompanying Safka on tour. 
The girl from Queens with the 
distinctive voice continues to 
garner acclaim for a singing ca-
reer spanning six decades and 
nearly 40 albums. In a review of 
a 2007 performance in London, 
The Independent perhaps said it 
best: “... it was hard to disagree 
that Melanie has earned her 
place alongside Joan Baez, Judy 
Collins, Joni Mitchell and Mari-
anne Faithfull in the pantheon 
of iconic female singers.”

For further information, con-
tact the Greater Astoria Histori-
cal Society at 718-278-0700 or visit 
our website at www.astorialic.
org.

Singer’s chart-topping rise began in Astoria

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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Experts at NewYork-Presbyterian Queens bring the care you need, closer to home.

the faster you 
treat it, the 
longer it beats.

Find a cardiologist at nyp.org/queens-heart or call 800-282-6684, press 1.

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2Y2

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAPAPPPPYY1.75%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

Trump extends Syrians’ protected status, for some
BY NAEISHA ROSE

As January came to a close, 
the Department of Homeland 
Security announced an exten-
sion to the Temporary Protect-
ed Status for nearly 7,000 Syr-
ians that came to the United 
States before Aug. 1, 2016, but 
the remaining 2,000 recipients 
will have to find immigration 
relief through other channels 
and no new Syrian applicants 
will be accepted into the pro-
gram.

Recipients under TPS are 
in the United States because 
they were displaced from their 
countries due to natural disas-
ters, war and political strife, 
according U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services.

Syria was granted the sta-
tus because of a political upris-
ing there in 2011, which erupt-
ed into a violent civil war that 
displaced 6 million people by 
2014, according to the Federa-
tion of American Scientists, 
an organization that analyzes 
national and international se-
curity. 

“After carefully consider-
ing conditions on the ground, 
I have determined that it 

is necessary to extend the 
Temporary Protected Status 
designation for Syria,” said 
Dept. of Homeland Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen.

“It is clear that the condi-
tions upon which Syria’s des-
ignation was based continue to 
exist, therefore an extension is 

warranted under the statute.”
The Mayor’s Office of Im-

migrant Affairs was pleased 
with the extension. 

“New Yorkers welcome 
the Trump Administration’s 
decision to provide a com-
mon sense extension of Tem-
porary Protected Status for 

nearly 7,000 Syrians living in 
the United States today,” said 
Bitta Mostofi, the Acting Com-
missioner of MOIA.

However, the lack of sup-
port for the newer Syrian TPS 
recipients by the Trump Ad-
ministration was deemed in-
excusable. 

“The Administration is 
talking out of both sides of its 
mouth and putting people in 
danger as a result,” Mostofi 
said. 

Oxfam, an international 
organization dedicated to com-
batting poverty, issued a press 
release on Feb. 5 stating that in 
the Afrin district of Syria, 140 
people have died and 310 were 
injured by warring parties in 
the country. Homes were de-
stroyed and more than 5,000 
people and have a lack of food, 
water and medicine. 

Babies, young children, 
pregnant women and the el-
derly are trapped in the midst 
of the violence, according to 
the Oxfam Country Director 
in Syria, Moutaz Adham.

“By recognizing that Syria 
is not able to safely absorb cur-
rent TPS recipients, there is 
no justification for refusing 
their fellow nationals cur-
rently in the United States the 
same humanitarian relief,” 
said Mostofi. “Syria is still an 
active war zone.” 

There is no current count 
of Syrian TPS recipients in 
Queens or throughout New 
York City, according to MOIA. 

Approximately 2,000 Syrians who came to the U.S. after Aug. 2016 have to go back to their war torn country as 
their temporary status comes to a close in the next few months.  Photo by Laraine Weschler/AP
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... in the Bronx

... in Brooklyn

... in Manhattan

... in Queens

... in Staten Island

Can’t make the event? For information about NYC Free Tax Prep: 

Visit nyc.gov/taxprep or call 311 and ask for tax preparation assistance.

Text Taxes to 42033 to get updates. (Message and data rates may apply. Check with your service provider.)

@NYCDCA | #FreeTaxPrep

At this special one-day event, you can:

 � File your taxes for FREE. 

Annual income of $54,000 or less in 2017. 
No appointment necessary.

Get help from an IRS certified VITA/TCE 
volunteer preparer to file your return 

and claim deductions and credits like the 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC).

 � Get FREE one-on-one professional 

financial counseling.

 � Get a FREE screening for local, state, 

and federal health and human service 

benefits to find out if you are eligible.

Also offered:

 � Fun Kids Activities  � Resource Fair

Lorelei Salas
Commissioner

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

Consumer
Affairs

Carmen Fariña
Chancellor

Department of 
Education

TIME: 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Tax Filing: 9 a.m.–9 p.m. Last client accepted at 7:30 p.m.
Financial Counseling: 12 p.m.–5 p.m.  
Resource Fair: 12 p.m.–5 p.m.

PLACE: Flushing High School
35-01 Union Street
Flushing, NY 11354

Visit nyc.gov/taxprep for a checklist of tax documents to bring to the site 
or for Prep-a-thon locations in other boroughs.    Site is wheelchair accessible.

Join us on February 10 for
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Queens DA briefs electeds on 2017 successes
BY BILL PARRY

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown briefed the bor-
ough’s elected officials at his 
26th legislative breakfast, held 
at his Kew Gardens offices last 
Friday.

The public safety update 
highlighted key accomplish-
ments and initiatives over the 
past year that saw the borough 
contribute to New York City’s 
historic decline in serious 
crime.

“Last year was another 
eventful and exciting year for 
us,” Brown said. “It was a year 
in which we were once again 
among the City’s leaders in 
crime reduction — and it was a 
year in which we, as prosecutors, 
contributed greatly to the city’s 
historic decline in serious crime 
through our law enforcement 
initiatives and the utilization of 
cutting-edge intervention and 
prevention programs — which, 
in turn, have created safer neigh-
borhoods for our residents.”

According to NYPD sta-
tistics, Queens saw an overall 
reduction is serious crimes of 
nearly 8 percent last year as op-

posed to 5.4 percent citywide.
“We only had 50 homicides 

last year — which is the second 
lowest number of homicides 
since 1961, and a far cry from 
the 361 homicides that we had in 
1991 — my first year as district 
attorney,” Brown said. “In 2017, 
we handled over 57,000 arrest 
cases. And once again, we had 
the best arrest to arraignment 
time in the city. We also had the 
highest violent felony convic-
tion rate in the city.”

Brown pointed to a dramatic 
advancement in technology as 
a contributing factor in help-
ing his office excel at fighting 
crime.

“We are completely com-
puterized,” he said. “We are 
linked together by modern 
voicemail, text messaging and 
mobile phone systems, and our 
NYPD Command Center keeps 
us apprised of everything and 
anything that is happening in 
Queens County at all hours of 
the day and night.”

Brown added that Queens 
continued to lead the City in 
many significant categories 
such as: having the highest 
domestic violence conviction 

rate and the lowest dismissal 
rate; having assistant district 
attorneys supervise nearly 350 
lineups at precincts; and the dis-
mantling of auto theft rings, re-

sulting in a dramatic decrease 
in auto crimes. In 1991, Queens 
had 52,000 cars reported stolen 
and that number was down to 
less than 1,600 last year.

“We have a first-class Child 
Advocacy Center here on 
Queens Boulevard that handles 
all of our child abuse cases,” 
Brown said. “And the Family 
Justice Center assists victims 
of domestic violence along with 
their families.”

Brown was also proud of the 
third anniversary of the District 
Attorney’s Office of Immigrant 
Affairs, which was created to 
help the nearly 50 percent of 
Queens residents born abroad 
navigate the criminal justice 
system.

“We are a busy metropolitan 
prosecutor’s office of profession-
als committed to the highest lev-
el of professionalism,” Brown 
said during his conclusion. “We 
are an office that I believe is 
among the best in the State — 
indeed the best in the country. 
We have the respect of our law 
enforcement colleagues and the 
confidence of the 2.3 million res-
idents of Queens County, whom 
we represent, but we need your 
help to secure the resources 
necessary to continue to reduce 
the level of violence within the 
County and improve the quality 
of the lives of our residents.”

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown declares his office is one of the 
best in the state during his annual legislative beakfast. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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Happy 

Valentine’s 
Day

Welcome to a place filled with life, yet removed from the bustle and congestion of the city. A 

place to see a movie with the family, buy your groceries for the week shop for clothes for the kids 

or that special something for yourself. Even mail a package and handle your banking. A place 

that’s right in the neighborhood, filled with merchants who still understand that service is more 

than just a word – it’s everything. A special place to meet with family and friends, to have some 

fun, share a moment, and experience the best that The Bay Terrace Shopping Center has to offer.

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT  CORD MEYER  &  BAY TERRACE SHOPPING CENTER

THE BAY TERRACE
At Bayside
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY BILL PARRY

As the 2018 tax season got underway 
last week, state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) launched free tax preparation 
services at his district office on Junction 
Boulevard.

Peralta teamed up with Urban Up-
bound, the Long Island City-based non-
profit, to offer those making $66,000 per 
year or less with their tax filings.

“Simply put, offering free tax filings 
for members of the community is all 
about providing a much-needed service 
for our working class, especially for my 
constituents who have tough times mak-
ing ends meet,” Peralta said. “A good tax 
return can help families and individuals 
pay bills or save money for a rainy day. I 
am glad I was able to partner with Urban 
Upbound to offer these crucial services.”

Founded by Bishop Mitchell Taylor 
in 2004, Urban Upbound works to break 
the cycles of poverty in public housing 
neighborhoods by providing residents 

with the tools and resources needed to 
achieve economic mobility and self-suf-
ficiency. The orientation’s Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance program is now in 
its 14th year and it has expanded across 
the borough with more than 20 sites.

“NYC Free Tax Prep is a vital service 
in low income and public housing com-
munities where families depend on their 
tax refunds to cover living expenses, pay 
debts, and establish savings,” Taylor 
said. “Last year, Urban Upbound pro-
cessed $15 million in returns, and $135 
million in total over the last 14 years. 
In 2018, we are excited to partner with 
Sen. Jose Peralta to offer free tax prep, 
as well as access to other critical support 
services including financial counseling, 
employment services, banking, and edu-
cational services, to residents of the 13th 
District.”

The free tax preparation service is by 
appointment only. Appointments can be 
made by calling (718) 784-0877.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The city’s First Lady and the head of 
the Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic 
Violence have announced that $3.3 mil-
lion in new funding will be allocated to 
Family Justice Centers citywide.

First Lady Chirlane McCray and 
Commissioner Cecile Noel said the fund-
ing will allow the centers to increase 
mental health services for survivors of 
domestic violence, using psychotherapy 
and psychiatric methods in a holistic ap-
proach to trauma.

Collaborating with the mayor’s of-
fice in the centers’ effort are ThriveNYC, 
NYC Health + Hospitals, and the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry at Columbia Univer-
sity Medical Center, with sponsorship 
from the Chapman Perelman Founda-
tion.

“New York City continues to make 
early intervention and access to support 
for individuals a priority for those who 
have suffered trauma from intimate 
partner violence,” said McCray, the wife 
of Mayor DeBlasio and co-Chair of the 
mayor’s Domestic Violence Task Force. 
“The expansion of services will ensure 
survivors have greater access to the men-
tal health services they need to heal.”

Officials in the mayor’s office said 
there is a wide body of literature docu-
menting a link between domestic vio-
lence and mental health conditions such 

as depression, post-traumatic stress dis-
order, anxiety, substance abuse and sui-
cidal thoughts.

“Through the first adopters of our 
program, we’ve seen the meaningful im-
pact of convenient access to behavioral 
health services for so many survivors of 
domestic violence,” said Dr. Charles Bar-
ron, the Medical Director of Behavioral 
Health at NYC Health + Hospitals.

The Family Justice Centers will 
serve as one-stop destinations that will 
serve victims who have faced domestic 
violence, elder abuse and sex trafficking. 
They will be connected to Columbia Uni-
versity’s team of psychiatrists and psy-
chologists regardless of what language 
they speak, their immigration status, in-
come, sex, gender or sexual orientation.

New York made substantial gains last 
year in supporting victims of domestic 
violence with four major steps, including 
expanded paid leave to victims of domes-
tic violence, sexual assault, stalking and 
sex trafficking, prevention services for 
families in high-risk domestic violence 
cases, legal assistance or representation 
in housing-related matters for victims 
and early healthy relationship education 
courses at 128 middle schools across the 
city as a form of abuse prevention.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Expanded funds to help 
combat domestic violence

Peralta, Urban Upbound
offer free tax prep services
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Delicious ideas for your special day

Let us help you 
make your wedding 
truly memorable. 

FAVORS
THE DESSERT TABLE

CENTERPIECES

�o�ta�t �� to ����d�	� yo�
 ��
�o�a	��d �o���	ta�o�� o
 a �
��at� 
ta���� o� o�
 �
���	y��
a��d ��o�o	at� �����d �
��t™ today!

SAVE 20%
on purchase of $99+*

Code: WEDD2017   |    Expires: 2/28/2018

718-380-2300
69-21 164 Street, Suite 4, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Love inQueens
Celebrating Valentine’s Day 2018

ROSES 
FLOWER SHOP

46-04 104 ST., CORONA, NY, 11368
 718.779.4407

Wishing all a happy valentine’s day

Come see our beautiful  
valentine’s day arrangements  

perfect for gift giving 
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At Queens College, a polling place for Ecuadorians living here 
to vote in the South American nation’s referendum elecions to 
repeal term limits for office holders. The vote’s result is said 
to favor the sitting president. Photo by Steve Vazquez

The JFK Regular Democratic Club, one of Queens largest 
and most active politcal clubs, swears in new officers — with 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng administering the oath — last week. 

Courtesy of JFK Regular Democratic Club 

The Queens Jewish Community Council’s annual breakfast 
is a major event on the borough’s political calendar.  Twitter 

The RoboPandas of PS 94 in Litttle Neck featured in last week’s paper earned two first-place finishes over the weekend at 
the Lego robot competition in the Bronx. The group will compete in the city championship next month. Twitter

At the Neptune Diner in Astoria, U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley brings Congressman Ro Khanna to meet community leaders from 
Queens. Khanna, who represents Silicon Valley, is here for a tour of the borough.             Courtesy of Rep. Crowley

For 10 years, the 8th grade class at Highland Elementary School in Fresh Meadows, has made the trek to the “Today” show 
plaza in hopes of getting on TV. Last week, they got invited inside to meet the stars. Courtesy of Highland Elementary School
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@nynurses www.nysna.org/NYNurses

OZANAM: 
RESPECT YOUR

NURSES & PATIENTS!

Dozens of patients for each nurse 
per shift! No nurse voice in patient 
care! No contract in 2 years! 

Nurses and patients at  
Ozanam Nursing Home  
deserve better!



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 9–15, 201826    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

FOCUS ON QUEENS

RITE OF HEALTH  Photo by Nicholas Biondo

Kids pay close attention to an instructor from the New York Chinese Cultural Center who 
shows them how to make traditional crafts for the Year of the Dog.  

An ancient Catholic ritual, the Blessing of the Throats, is performed by Rev. James Garcia on the Feast of St. Blaise with a special candle at Blessed Sacrement Church in Jackson Heights. 
Over the centuries, the Blesssing of the Throats has become an invocation to protect the sick, which is why in churches where the blessing is offered, the lines can be quite 
long.

ART OF LUNAR NEW YEAR  Photos by Andrew Ross

WEAR RED DAY Photos by Jason Speakman (l.) and Mark Hallum

Radiant in red: Community News Group's Brooklyn office staff members donned crimson 
— and flaunted lastweek’s “Red” papers — on Feb. 2 for the American Heart Association's 
National Wear Red Day to raise awareness of women's heart disease — the number one 
killer of women in the U.S. 

At the Queens Museum, the celebration of the Lunar New Year begins with a dragon dance 
and a crafts workshop where kids learn the art of calligraphy and how to make paper laterns.  

Not to be outdone, the staff of TimesLedger Newspapers here in Queens gets all crimson, too.  
From l.-r.: Deputy Editor Zach Gewelb, Account Executive David Strauss, Account Executive 
Ree Brinn, Office Manager Linda Lindenauer, Account Executive Sherri Rossi, Reporter Gina 
Martinez, Senior Account Executive Kathy Wenk and Publisher Brian Rice. 
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in our borough.

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be celebrated at a reception gala 
in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating him or her? _____________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Nominee’s Phone: _______________ _________   Nominee’s Email: ___________________________________

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, 
Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

At a May 10th gala, TimesLedger will once again celebrate individuals who have 
had an extraordinary impact on the borough of Queens.
Do you know someone who goes above and beyond to make a difference in the 
lives of people in their communities, schools, places of worship, businesses or 
organizations?

Why not nominate him or her for a 
2018 Queens Impact Award!

Or fi ll out 
an online form at:

www.timesledger.com/nominate
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 02/09/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$14,500

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

$20,888
6k miles, Stk#32202

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAAPEPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$15,888
'14 MERCEDES C-300

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#30500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$12,588
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'06 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
98k miles, Stk#30018

$5,500BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE AMAZI

CARS

STARTING

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$2,995!
AS 
LOW 

AS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 02/09/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#34802

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$38,995
'17 CHEVY SUBURBAN

35k miles, Stk#37638

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$24,600BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$29,995$27,288
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

12k miles, Stk#31904

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$13,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#35901

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$13,588

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$9,400BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
11k miles, Stk#33581

$9,488BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543

ING DEALS AT MAJOR WORLD!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE Valet Parking
FREE Lunch if you register by February 28th

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and more than 50 vendor booths showcasing a variety 
of facilities, products and services such as assisted living, home care, pooled 
trusts, legal advice, insurance options, adult day care, audiology, elder care 
options, community wellness initiatives, and more. 

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference
2018

QUEENS
Sunday, 
March 11th

9:30 am – 2 pm
SHAARE TOVA EVENTS CENTER
8233 Lefferts Boulevard
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

S P O N S O R S
as of Jan. 31, 2018
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Options to help students pay for college
With student debt increas-

ingly becoming a long-term 
burden on graduates and 
families, says Peter Gayle, 
a vice president for Pruden-
tial Advisors, it’s never been 
more important to minimize 
the out-of-pocket expenses 
to put a student through col-
lege - and reduce reliance on 
student loans.

To put the weight of stu-
dent debt in perspective, 
The Federal Reserve Bank 
of New York noted that in 
1995, 54 percent of graduates 
had loans averaging $11,491. 
It’s more recent data in 2015 
showed 71 percent of gradu-

ates joined the workforce 
with student debt averaging 
slightly more than $35,000. 
What’s more, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York 
estimates 25 percent of those 
who owe federal student 
loans are delinquent or in 
default.

The good news is that 
anyone willing to put in the 
time can likely find pro-
grams that help foot the bill 
- helping to reduce the need 
to take out loans - so a stu-
dent’s education won’t break 
the budget or jeopardize a 
financial future. According 
to Gayle, families can take 

a few initial steps before 
choosing a school:

* Learn how the financial 
aid process works and get 
the most out of options that 
don’t need to be repaid.

* Understand each 
school’s actual net price - af-
ter financial aid - and set re-
alistic expectations, choos-
ing from the most affordable 
institutions.

* Explore types of finan-
cial aid, including grants, 
work study programs and 
scholarships; examine the 

specific types of aid avail-
able per school and find out 
how much of a family’s dem-
onstrated financial need 
each school will cover.

* Understand the kinds of 
loans available, including a 
variety of federal loans and 
private loans, which may be 
used to fill any financing 
gaps after exhausting other 
options.

* Understand how par-
ents’ “available income” is 
used to calculate how much 
parents are expected to con-
tribute to their child’s edu-

cation, especially for federal 
financial aid purposes.

Several guides, includ-
ing Prudential Financial’s 
www.prudential.com/pay-
ingforcollege, can help fami-
lies take a carefully consid-
ered approach to financing 
a college education while 
safeguarding a student’s 
long-term financial future, 
including the ability to save 
for retirement.

For families that must 
use student loans, the fed-
eral government is making 
it easier to understand how 

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION FEB. 9-15, 2018

Continued on Page 32
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 01 8 

( 21 2 )  2 2 0 -1 2 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

Helping kids succeed after high school
The next time you see kids 

going to their high school grad-
uation, you’re looking at money 
in the bank for all Americans. 
That’s because every youth 
who graduates from high school 
saves taxpayers $1 million over 
their lifetime.

The Problem

For some kids, however, get-
ting to graduation can be par-
ticularly difficult. For example, 
the average youth in foster care 
changes schools three times 
and loses four to six months of 
academic progress at each stop. 
Nationwide, only 50 percent of 
these youth graduate from high 
school. Without a diploma and a 
plan for their future, they expe-
rience disproportionately high 
rates of poverty, homelessness, 
incarceration, early parenting 
and substance abuse. 

5-Year Goal

Helping these vulnerable 
students is a nonprofit based in 
Washington state that provides 
guidance to organizations all 
over the country. Called Tree-
house, it focuses on giving 
youth in foster care a childhood 
and a future. In fact, its Gradu-
ation Success program has an 

89 percent extended graduation 
rate. The culmination of a five-
year goal for the youth to earn 
their diplomas at the same pace 
as their peers, the rate includes 
both on-time and fifth-year grad-
uates. When the program began 
in 2012, less than 40 percent of 
youth in foster care locally were 
graduating.

“Youth in foster care often 
need extra time to graduate be-
cause of challenges out of their 
control, and Treehouse sticks 
with them regardless of how 
long the journey takes,” said 
Janis Avery, CEO of Treehouse.

How It’s Done

Based in middle schools and 
high schools, Graduation Suc-
cess introduces consistent edu-
cation focus into the students’ 
lives, often for the first time. 
Part coach, part parent and fre-
quently part best friend, Educa-
tion Specialists meet with their 
students weekly—year in and 
year out, even during the sum-
mer. The students take charge of 
their own futures by learning to 
set goals, make plans and advo-
cate for themselves.

 — NAPS Help students plan for a better future.

to borrow, process applications 
and repay loans through new on-
line tools. Since 2010, all new fed-
eral loans, except Federal Perkins 
Loans, have been issued through 
the U.S. Department of Education, 
which offers information about bor-
rowing and repaying loans.

There are multiple options to 
repay federally funded student 
loans, which generally require 
repayments to start six or nine 
months after a student graduates, 
leaves school or drops to half-time 
enrollment. A few popular choices 
for repayment include types of in-
come-driven plans, which calculate 
payments based on a borrower’s 
ability to repay. One catch: It’s criti-
cal to re-certify income and family 
size annually to avoid huge monthly 
payment increases.

When debt becomes too burden-
some, some loan programs offer 
forgiveness through public service, 
federal government employment, 
and options like teaching in under-
served school districts.

Private loans are trickier since 
there is no standard: Interest rates 
and repayment terms vary from 
lender to lender. It’s also worth con-
sidering the need for life insurance 
to cover the full loan balance to aid 

co-signers or beneficiaries in the 
event of the borrower’s death, says 
Gayle. Financial advisors would be 
well-equipped to help explore this 
and other options, Gayle notes.

Employers are also beginning to 
offer employee student debt benefits 
to put their employees on a course 
for financial security. At Pruden-
tial Financial, for example, new em-
ployees hired through the compa-
ny’s campus recruitment program 
beginning in January 2017 could 
earn an incentive of up to $5,000 to-
ward paying off student loans after 
one year of service. Other compa-
nies match student debt payments 
with contributions to employee re-
tirement savings plans.

Studies show college education 
can be worth the price. The U.S. 
Census Bureau estimates that stu-
dents who attend college can earn 
nearly twice as much over their 
lifetimes as those with only a high 
school diploma. But with college 
tuition continuing to rise, families 
must find the most effective way to 
finance a child’s college education 
to avoid jeopardizing their ability 
to save for retirement.

“Prudential Advisors” is a brand 
name of The Prudential Insurance 
Company of America and its sub-
sidiaries located in Newark, New 
Jersey.

— BPT

Continued from Page 31 

College
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Maria Theresa Fernandez

February 2018

Cathedral High School

Ridgewood, New York

Our February Student of Distinction Maria Theresa 
Fernandez is a paragon of dedication, drive and profes-
sionalism. Recognition for her academic accomplishments 
include induction into the National Honor Society, Cathe-
dral Scholars, and the Principal’s Honor Role. For inclusion 
in the latter, one must maintain a 95 average. Exhibiting 
an expertise in the sciences, Maria earned a 99 in Honors 
Chemistry and 97 in Physics and is among the top scholars 
in her class.

Among advance placement courses she has completed 
in the past few years are AP World History, AP US His-
tory, AP Biology, AP Statistics, and AP United States and 
Government. Since 2015, she has been a member of the 
school’s Medical Gateways Program, for which partici-
pants have a rigorous schedule comprising additional 
health classes and volunteer work.

Through the Medical Gateways she volunteered at 
Wyckoff Heights Medical Center and New York Presby-
terian’s Weill Cornell Medical Center. At Weill Cornell, 
Maria was active in three programs: the Youth Scholars 
Program, where students attend anatomy and physiology-
based lectures, presentations, and participate in medical 
case-study discussions; Young Women of Medicine, a 
mentorship program for high school girls with acuity and 
interest in medicine and biology; and Health Profession 
Recruitment/Exposure Program (HPREP). 

HPREP is a highly selective program, for which Maria 
wrote research papers about nosocomial infections in the 
emergency room; learned gross pathology of organs and 
also how to take blood pressure. The program educates 
students about the challenges involved in providing health 
care to underserved communities and to address the issue 
of declining enrollment rates of medicine populations who 
are unrepresented.

HPREP 2017 Coordinator Jonathon Galati gladly at-
tests, “Ms. Fernandez was a dedicated and valued partici-

pant of HPREP – she was always well prepared, motivated 
and attentive. Her creativity and extensive work ethic were 
demonstrated in her fantastic research paper completed by 
the end of the program.”

She also participated as a volunteer at Wyckoff 
Heights Medical Center, which included assisting medical 
staff, interacting with patients at their bedsides, maintaining 
medical equipment and monitoring calls, bells and phones. 
Her 130 service hours at Weill Cornell Medical Center’s 
Cardiothoracic Step-Down Unit encompassed assisting 
nursing staff as well as performing administrative duties.

“Maria helped the 6 South Nursing Team tremen-
dously,” enthused Cecilia Tolentino, Registered Nurse with 
Wyckoff Heights for more than 20 years. “She answered 
call bells efficiently and swiftly, brought whatever materials 
were necessary, and offered to help everyone. Despite 
only having to be at the hospital from 9 AM to 2 PM, she 
has repeatedly volunteered past 2 PM to help.”

Last summer, Fernandez took part in the educational 
programs Teens in Scrubs. For Teens in Scrubs, she shad-
owed doctors during surgeries, interviewed patients and 
wrote a research paper on the gastrointestinal tract. 

“Through her experience in these healthcare programs, 
she has been well exposed to the nursing lifestyle and hos-
pital environment,” Tolentino added. “I see her becoming 
a great nurse who is intelligent, knowledgeable in health, 
hardworking and passionate.”

Her diligence in outside internship endeavors matches 
her noteworthy performance in school.  Science teacher 

Svetlana Sverbeeva reflects, “Maria is highly proficient in 
applying the course material in analyzing the problem situ-
ations – she also explains her points of view concisely and 
gives supporting arguments that are clear and persuasive. 
At a personal level, Maria is a well-disciplined, positive 
student with a pleasant personality. She has a rare blend 
of steely determination, incredible self-discipline, and great 
teamwork skills.”

Her strength in the sciences also resulted in acceptance 
to Fordham University’s prestigious Science and Technol-
ogy Entry Program (STEP), which she participated in from 
2015-2017. At STEP, she won the STEP Geometry Award 
while also learning to code, creating a website about 
racial injustice, and presenting material about African 
Burial Ground.

Maria also excels in History and Government. Accord-
ing to US History teacher Stephen B. Yozaites Jr., “Maria 
consistently showcases originality in her schoolwork, and 
her ability to think quickly and critically amid the rigors of 
an AP class is a testament to her passion, preparation and 
hard work. Maria is an excellent writer, a strong public 
speaker, and holds herself to rigorous moral and academic 
standards.”

Despite her full academic schedule, Fernandez 
participates in numerous extracurricular activities, including 
Varsity Cheerleading, Debate Club, and STEM/STEAM 
clubs. She was awarded the Varsity Athlete and Student 
Athlete award in each of her three years at Cathedral High 
School.

“Maria has a solid work ethic and is extremely 
conscientious – dedicated to her studies and taking the 
most demanding course load that her schedule will allow,” 
conveyed Guidance Counselor Danielle Tourdo. “She is 
extremely active both in and out of school, and with her 
drive, motivation and determination, she utilizes New York 
City as an extension of the classroom to challenge her intel-
lect and to expand on her interests.

Maria, who will graduate June 2018, has already 
achieved so much during her enrollment at Cathedral High 
School. For her senior year, and beyond, the sky is the 
limit!

By Steven Goodstein

My is

877-786-6560 • myNYCB.com
All services not available at all locations.        © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Israeli singer-

songwriter Achinoam 

Nini is a popular global 

artist who spreads a mes-

sage of peace and love 

wherever she performs.  

Better known as Noa, 

Israel’s leading inter-

national superstar is an 

activist and pacifist who 

always speaks truth to 

power, and is known for 

her indefatigable, coura-

geous work advocating 

for peace in Israel and the 

Middle East.

“My style and voice 

are eclectic, they reflect 

my soul,” said Noa, an 

exotic beauty of Yemeni/

Israeli roots.

For 28 years, Noa has 

been sharing her entic-

ing, heartfelt songs, origi-

nal music, and much more 

with diverse audiences 

across North America and 

Europe. If you’ve never 

experienced her unique 

sound and magnetic pres-

ence, you will have the op-

portunity to see her per-

form right here in Queens 

when she takes the stage 

at a special concert cel-

ebrating the Free Syna-

gogue of Flushing’s 100th 

anniversary this Sunday, 

Feb. 11 at 3:00 p.m.

“Angelic voice, beauti-

ful soul, and a messenger 

of peace” is how the syna-

gogue’s executive director 

Alan J. Brava describes 

her. “Our synagogue has 

served the Jewish com-

munity of Queens for 100 

years and we couldn’t 

think of a better way of 

beginning our second 100 

years than with a concert 

featuring Israel’s greatest 

vocal treasure.”

While Noa has been 

blessed with a successful 

career in Israel, having 

performed on all of its 

major and minor stages, 

she has also managed to 

touch the hearts of Amer-

ican audiences with the 

power of her voice and 

the deep humanity of her 

message. It’s no wonder 

she has enjoyed a grow-

ing fan base both here 

and abroad. 

Continued on Page 40

COMES TO 

Famous singer to spread message 
of peace and love in Queens

Noa, one of Israel’s leading international sing-
er/songwriter, will perform at Free Synagogue of 
Flushing’s 100th Anniversary concert on Sunday. 
 Photo by Jonathan Bloom
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Answers in Sports

For more theater listings, 
visit us at TIMESLEDGER.COM

Dutchman — “Dutchman” is an emotionally 
charged and highly symbolic version of the 
Adam and Eve story. Now in this immersive 
concept, you as an audience member will 
have a seat on the train directly witnessing 
the emotionally taut, intellectual verbal 
fencing between Clay and Lula as the 
seduction spirals out of control.
When: Friday, Feb. 9, Saturday, Feb. 10, at 
7:30 p.m.; Sunday, Feb. 11, at 3:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $20 online; $25 cash at the door
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker. All she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. 
Her mom and dad, Queen Patience and King 
Loadsadough, want her to focus on her 
princess duties. Luckily, her four maids, the 
Chancellor and Lady-in-Waiting are on hand 

to help make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, Feb.10, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for children; $40 for 
family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Broadway Valentine — Created exclusively 
for Queens Theatre, “Broadway Valentine” 
is a jubilant celebration of the greatest love 
songs ever written for the Broadway stage 
performed by real-life couple Broadway 
singers
When: Saturday, Feb. 17, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
Feb. 18, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. S, Corona
Cost: $30
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org/tango-fi re

Kyle  
Dean  

Massey  
Nashville
Wicked
Xanadu

+ + +Austin  
Colby 

The Sound of 
Music 

West Side 
Story

Caroline 
Bowman

 Wicked 
Kinky Boots 
Spamalot 

Grease

Taylor 
Frey

South Pacific 
Hairspray 

Finian’s 
Rainbow

Erin 
Dilly

 A Christmas 
Story 

Into the Woods 
Follies

Stephen 
Buntrock 
The Phantom 
of the Opera 

Les Miserables 
Grease

BROADWAY
VALENTINE

The greatest love songs ever 
written for the Broadway 
stage performed by real-life 
Broadway couples!

WITH:

February 17-18

TICKETS FROM $20 AT:
www.queenstheatre.org / 718-760-0064

EXCLUSIVE 
ENGAGEMENT! 

TWO  
PERFORMANCES 

ONLY!
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BY MERLE EXIT

There’s another 
fabulous season of per-
formances coming to 
the Queensborough 
Performing Arts Cen-
ter on the campus of 
Queensborough Com-
munity College. High-
lights of the February 
and March calendar 
include Russian danc-
ers, a tribute to two of 
pop’s greatest pianists, 
and a celebration of the 
Lunar New Year. 

Lunar New Year 2018 
celebrates the Year of 
the Dog, and the Feb. 23 
season opener, the New 
Shanghai Circus, will 
certainly have some 
tricks in store. “The 
circus sold out last year 
and is back by popular 
demand,” said Susan 
Agin, the center’s exec-
utive and artistic direc-
tor. “Their athleticism 
and breathtaking, fear-

less feats leave the audi-
ence spellbound.”

Adding to the lunar 
celebration is Puccini’s 
“Madama Butterfly,” 
one of the most per-
formed operas in the 
United States. It will 
be fully staged, with an 
orchestra and English 
supertitles, on Sun., 
Feb. 25. Teatro Lirico 
D’Europa, led by artis-
tic director Giorgio La-
lov, will take the stage 
for the performance.

“I recommend that 
you step outside of 
your comfort zone to 
experience an opera of 
this quality and of this 
magnitude right in the 
neighborhood,” Agin 
said. “Nowhere outside 
of Manhattan can you 
see a fully staged opera, 
except at the Queens-
borough Performing 
Arts Center. We are so 
proud of this legacy.”

The appropriately-

titled “Piano Men” ar-
rives Sat., March 24. 
Broadway veterans 
Craig A. Meyer and 
Donnie Kehr will play 
the hits of Elton John 
and Billy Joel on du-
eling grand pianos, 
backed by an all-star 
band. “This is an excep-
tional event celebrating 
two giants of pop mu-
sic,” Agin said.

Those with a taste 
for ballet will want to 
mark down the March 
25 showing of the ro-
mantic work “Giselle,” 
performed by the Mos-
cow Festival Ballet.

“When you think 
ballet, you think Rus-
sia,” Agin said. “Every 
country has its claim 
to fame. In my opinion, 
the Russian ballet com-
panies perform with a 
sophistication, dedica-
tion and mastery that is 
hard to beat.”

You may also want 

to look ahead to April, 
when Brian Stokes 
Mitchell will perform 
songs from Broadway 

hits and Tony Orlando 
will appear in concert. 

QPAC is located at 
222-05 56th Ave. in Bay-

side. Call the box office 
at (718) 631–6311 from 
10 am to 4 pm Monday 
through Friday. 

QPAC’s new season of 
diverse entertainment

Piano Men, which opens on March 24, consists of Broadway veterans who will pay tribute to 
music legends Elton John and Billy Joel. Courtesy of QPAC

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Feb. 9-15, 2018

By Ed Canty

Hit or Miss
Across
1. Explorer of kiddie TV
5. Grouch's 
expression
10. "Moby-Dick" 
captain
14. Guinness and 
others
15. Drink served with
marshmallows
16. Italian money
17. Evangelist
19. Monthly pmt.
20. Eye site
21. Chryslers 
named after a
Spanish explorer
23. Himalayan 
legends
26. Deep cut
27. Very angry
30. Stadium cheer
33. Mideast ruler
34. Pressure
36. Govt. agency 
that has your
number
37. Oodles
38. Suffix with 
president
39. 1920's chief 
justice
40. Legendary Giant
41. "___ can help it"
44. Some TV's
45. Fix, as leftovers
47. Destination in 
Mali
49. Way out
50. Entrap
51. Delta follower

54. Group of geese
58. A little night 
music
59. Claire 
McCaskill, for one
62. Gait faster than 
a walk
63. Dress style
64. Brief beliefs
65. Dines
66. Peter and the 
Wolfe?
67. Biblical pronoun

Down
1. Like many a 
cellar
2. Assortment
3. Sabbath activity
4. Alloy analysts
5. Went quickly
6. Swindle

7. Andean stew 
vegetable
8. Microsoft product
9. What hens do?
10. Nearly
11. Go to bed
12. Jason's ship
13. Spelling contests
18. News bit
22. Francisco and 
Paulo
24. Yukon native
25. Gibraltar and 
Dover
27. Bronze Star's 
significance
28. Overact
29. Satisfied, as a 
meal
31. ___ as a pig
32. Island in the 
East

China Sea
35. Spritelike
39. John Wayne 
classic
41. Hammer's 
target
42. Armchair 
partner
43. Mature insects
46. Has life
48. Meister ___ 
(beer brand)
51. Luncheon end
52. Prefix with legal
53. Cairo's river
55. Actress Lillian
56. Like some 
excuses
57. First word of 
Mass. motto
60. "Yes, ___!"
61. ___-Cone

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OUT OF LUCK
A C I D E W E R R A S E
T H O U S A V E D E L A Y
O U T O F T H E P I C T U R E
M B A A E O N L L A M A S

O R E O S L I M
S L A L O M S L I V E R E D
M O T I F L O A N U P A
O U T O F C O M M I S S I O N
C P A R O M S T E N D S
K E R O S E N E B U N G E E

W E D S T O D D
S C E N E I M A G I P H I
O U T I N T H E B O O N I E S
L E T N O A L O T E T A L
D R U G S T O A T A L E

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

am

FILM

MoMI Teen Film Festival — The 
fi rst-ever MoMI Teen Film Fest 
is being organized by the Teen 
Council, a working group of 
teenagers at the Museum of 
the Moving Image. The fi lms 
were chosen by the Teen 
Council from an open call for 
submissions from NYC teens, 
ages 13-19, who created or 
helped create a short fi lm. The 
fi lms will be screened in the 
Museum’s Redstone Theater, 
followed by a discussion and 
reception with fi lmmakers in the 
Digital Learning Suite. 
When: Friday, Feb. 9, from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. 
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Bambi — A tale of the circle 
of life, “Bambi” is the classic 
Disney animated movie about 
a fawn and his young friends 

Thumper and Flower having 
fun, falling in love, and learning 
how to survive the forest. 
Bambi experiences both joy and 
sorrow as he and his friends 
grow up.
When: Saturday, Feb. 10, and 
Sunday, Feb. 11, at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Joy Luck Club — Based on Amy 
Tan’s novel of the same title, the 
fi lm is about the relationships 
between four Chinese-American 
women and their Chinese 
mothers living in San Francisco.
When: Sunday, Feb. 11 from 2:30 
p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Lewis H. Latimer House
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 961-8585

EVENTS

Campbell Brothers — The 
Campbell Brothers present 

a compelling, rich variety of 
material from the African-
American Holiness-Pentecostal 
repertoire with a new twist: 
the growling, wailing, shouting, 
singing and swinging voice of 
the steel guitar, played as you 
have never heard it played 
before.
When: Friday, Feb. 9, at 8 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16, $10 for members
Contact: (718) 463-7770 x222 

Chinese New Year Temple 
Bazaar Parade — Bring 
your family to enjoy live 
performances, traditional 
crafts, and fusion foods to 
celebrate the Year of the Dog.
When: Saturday, Feb. 10, and 
Sunday, Feb. 11, at 11 a.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $5, $3 for members
Contact: (718) 463-7770 x222 

Arts Culture Fun Make Your 
Mark with a Watercolor 
Class — Ashton Agbomenou 
will teach adult watercolor 
classes demonstrating how to 
use lines, shapes, and colors 
to render an image. Bring an 
image you would like to paint 
during the two-hour session. 
Supplies will be provided and 
beginners are welcome. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 10, from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853

Lunar New Year Tinker 
Fest — Celebrate the Year of 
the Dog with some Lunar New 
Year-themed hands-on arts and 
crafts activities at the home of 
self-taught African-American 
inventor Lewis H. Latimer.
When: Saturday, Feb. 10, from 
1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Where: Lewis H. Latimer House 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 961-8585

Breakdance Showcase 
— Join NYC Parks and the 
110th Precinct for a day of 

breakdancing performances! 
Youth of all ages will have 
a chance to show off their 
skills.
When: Saturday, Feb. 10, 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 263-1163

Night Hike Light — Urban 
Park Ranger hiking guides will 
introduce you to the hidden 
gems of New York City. On the 
hike, you can gain orienteering 
skills, explore our city’s rich 
history, or just take an hour to 
unplug from the world.

When: Saturday, Feb. 10, from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Forest Park Visitor 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Mardi Gras Senior Festival — 
Create a Mardi Gras mask, listen 
to the sounds of Jazz music, 
dance, and more.
When: Tuesday, Feb. 13, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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Appetizers
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95 
Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $9.95 
Dozen Baked Clams - $14.95 
Stuffed Artichoke - $9.95 
Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95 
Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

Pasta 
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95 
Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti and Meatballs - $14.95 
Penne Soprano: Penne with meat sauce and topped with fresh mozzarella -$15.95 
Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken Parmigiana - $17.95 

Entrees 
Chicken: Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese - $16.95 
Chicken Melissa: Sauteed chicken breast, spinach, roasted pepper
                              and fresh mozzarella in a sherry sauce -$17.95 
Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - $17.95 
Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet topped with ricotta and eggplant, 
                         served Parmigiana style - $17.95 
Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95 

Seafood 
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, or Fra Diavolo - $17.95 
Shrimp Palermo: Shrimp and crabmeat in a garlic and white wine 
                               sauce over linguini- $19.95 
Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a lemon, butter, and white wine sauce 
                               served over linguini - $19.95 
Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms and fresh mozzarella in                                        
                             Marsala sauce over linguini -$19.95 
Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, clams, calamari, 
                     & mussels marechiara -$24.95 
Ginger Salmon: Broiled salmon topped with a honey, ginger and balsamic glaze-$16.95 
Pan Seared Red Snapper: Red snapper seared with honey, ginger, scallion and   
                                             mustard marinade-  $19.95 
Broiled Monk Fish: Broiled in lemon, butter and white wine over tomato risotto - $17.95 
Striped Bass: Bass topped with panko bread crumbs and 
                        baked in lemon butter - $19.95 

Dessert Cheesecake - $6.25 Tartufo - $6.25 Truffl es -$6.25

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com46-19 Marathon Pkwy, Little Neck | 718-225-4700 |

Call For Reservations

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

What would local art-
ists and arts organiza-
tions do without Queens 
Council on the Arts’ on-
going support?

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) has fought 
on behalf of the arts and 
cultural community in 
Queens and New York 
City for the past nine 
years as Chairman of the 
Committee on Cultural 
Affairs. He says QCA’s 
work “has been integral 
in the rise of Queens as a 
pre-eminent borough for 
arts and culture in New 
York City.” 

Their powerful im-
pact on the changing 
arts scene here  over 
the past 50-plus years is 
truly remarkable and 
worthy of a gala celebra-
tion. So they’re bringing 
out the steel drum play-
ers and limbo dancers 
and doing it “Caribbean 

Carnival”-style. The live-
ly event will take place at 
the Knockdown Center, 
located at 52-19 Flush-
ing Ave. in Maspeth, on 
Thursday from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. 

Guests will enjoy a re-
freshing dose of uncon-
ventional entertainment, 
including Queens-based 
sketch artists who will 
be drawing attendees 
in 60-second intervals. 
Along with inaugural 
Cultural Equity Cham-
pion Award-winner Van 
Bramer, honorees will 
include Chocolate Fac-
tory Theater Executive 
Director Sheila Lewan-
dowski, LaGuardia Air-
port General Manager 
Lysa Scully and AKI De-
velopment President Aki 
Todic. 

Proceeds will benefit 
QCA’s Emerging Artist 
Fund, which supports up 
and coming artists and 
cultural leaders in the 
borough.

“QCA is often the 
first supporter of an art-
ist living and working in 
Queens, helping launch 
the careers of many thou-
sands of poets, choreog-
raphers, composers and 
arts educators. For over 
50 years, QCA has helped 
support the global arts 
scene, since our artists 
are the world’s artists in 
the world’s borough,” Le-
wandowski said in a re-
cent statement. “For over 
50 years, Queens Council 
on the Arts has provided 
direct support to artists at 
all stages of their careers, 
including emerging and 
established arts educa-
tors, folk artists and art-
ists focusing on commu-
nity engagement.”

She added: “While The 
Chocolate Factory The-
ater does not receive di-
rect support from Queens 
Council on the Arts, since 
we are supported directly 
by New York State Coun-
cil on the Arts and the 

Department of Cultural 
Affairs of NYC, a number 
of the emerging artists we 
have commissioned and 
presented have received 
funding directly from 
QCA. That direct support 
was critical to those art-
ists in the development of 
their practice and work.”

In another statement, 
executive director Hoong 
Yee Lee Krakauer said 
“Queens is and will always 
be the epicenter of diver-
sity. QCA is committed to 
helping artists with roots 
from around the world 
to develop to their fullest 
potential for the benefit of 
others. Our gala is a cel-
ebration of the creative 
communities of Queens 
and the people who make 
it possible for us at QCA to 
continue to create spaces 
and opportunities for art-
ists to thrive.” 

For more information 
and tickets, visit  www.
queenscouncilarts.org/
qcas-gala-2018 

Queens Council on the Arts hosts Caribbean Carnival Gala 

After 50 years of championing the arts in Queens, Queens 
Council on the Arts will celebrate the borough’s artistry 
again at an unconventional gala inspired by the Caribbean 
carnival tradition.

She’s performed at 
many famous city ven-
ues, including Carnegie 
Hall, Lincoln Center, 
and the Colden Center in 
Queens, where she had 
her first U.S. concert. 
Noa, who plays almost-
yearly shows in and 
around Gotham, has in-
troduced people to music 
that many say is unlike 
anything they’ve ever 
heard before.

Sunday’s concert will 
consist of songs from 
throughout her career — 
sung in English, Hebrew, 
and Yemeni — and some 
new numbers from the 
project she and gutiarist/
arranger/composer Dor 
are currently working 
on. Noa herself plays gui-
tar and piano, but said 
“percussion is by far my 
strongest instrument.”

Her story began in 
New York City and she 
remains a New Yorker 
at heart. A fourth-gen-
eration Israeli, she said 
she feels “very much at 
home in the Big Apple.” 
She came to the U.S. with 
her parents of Yemeni de-
scent at a young age, and 
grew up in Riverdale in 

the Bronx. 
“When I was two, my 

parents moved to Roch-
ester, N.Y., following my 
father’s education. Later, 
we moved to the Bronx 
as my father was com-
pleting his Ph.D. at Co-
lumbia University.”

At 16, she moved back 
to Israel alone, and com-
pleted high school in 
Jerusalem. Her parents 
stayed in the U.S. for 
15 more years, and her 
siblings still live in the 
States.  At 18, she began 
serving in the Israeli 
army and sang in a mili-
tary-entertainment unit.

Looking back, Noa 
said she was inspired by 
the music she heard at 
home — Israeli, Yemeni, 
classical — and started 
composing songs at a 
very young age. Later, 
she was further inspired 
by the music she “discov-
ered and adored” as a 
teen in New York, includ-
ing popular artists like 
Paul Simon, Joni Mitch-
ell, and Billy Joel, as well 
as musical theater and 
jazz.

The global performer 
has shared the stage with 
renowned artists such 
as Sting, Stevie Wonder, 
Quincy Jones, and An-
drea Bocelli, and has 
collaborated with sym-

phony orchestras world-
wide, even performing at 
the White House.

She has penned hun-
dreds of tunes in English 
and Hebrew, including 
the theme song she co-
wrote and recorded for 
Roberto Benigni’s Acad-
emy Award-winning film 
“La Vita e Bella” (“Life is 
Beautiful”).  

Noa’s inspiration is 
sparked by “anything 
and everything,” she 
said. “Like many artists, 
I am an acute observer 
and very sensitive to ev-
erything around me … to 
nuance and subtlety, to 
changes in the wind and 
water, to tremors in the 
earth, to facial expres-
sions, emotions, relation-
ships, paradoxes and 
dilemmas. I am curious 
about everything. I care. 
I am especially sensitive 
to human beings in all 
their complexity, misery 
and beauty.”

Noa said she always 
integrates one song from 
the Yemeni Jewish tradi-
tion into her concerts, a 
song her beloved grand-
mother Rachel Nini — 
who is 94 and lives in Tel 
Aviv — taught her about 
child brides when she 
was a little girl. 

“It is a tragic song, 
reflecting the hardships 

of a life devoid of free-
dom, the fate of too many 
women in Yemen and 
throughout the world, 
then and now,” she ex-
plains. “My grandmoth-
er is a strong and beau-
tiful woman who taught 
me to always stand up for 
myself and be strong and 
independent, as she was 
and still is.”

 Few people — even 
those who are famous 
— ever get the chance 
to meet the Pope, let 
alone three pontiffs, or 
have the opportunity to 
perform for them in St. 
Peter’s Square. Noa did, 
and she felt honored to 
become the first Israeli 
to perform at the Vatican 
when she sang her origi-
nal version of “Ave Ma-
ria” for Pope John Paul II 
in 1994, before being in-
vited back on eight other 
occasions, including to 
meet with Pope Francis 
last December.

“I was invited to sing 
in the Vatican for Pope 
John Paul II for the first 
time in 1994 and many 
times afterwards, and 
later for Pope Benedict 
XVI,” she said. “Fran-
cis is a pope I especially 
admire and adore. I 
have met him person-
ally three times now. I 
am honored as a Jew to 

have been embraced by 
the Vatican and given 
the opportunity, through 
music, to break the walls 
that separate us and find 
common ground.”

As someone who has 
taken part in several 
awe-inspiring experienc-
es, Noa has many inter-
esting stories to tell. 

With great sadness, 
she remembered a par-
ticularly tragic event. 
She was the only major 
Israeli artist to agree to 
perform at the historic 
peace rally on Nov. 4, 1995 
in Tel Aviv, where former 
prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin — who took a his-
toric step towards peace 
with the Palestinians — 
was assassinated by a 
right-wing nationalist.

Years later, she is 
still heartbroken by his 
passing and recalls what 
it was like to be at that 
rally minutes before he 
was killed.

“What started as a 
wonderful, glorious mo-
ment, where hundreds 
of thousands came out to 
celebrate peace, became 
a horrible nightmare; 
a bloody opened wound 
that became an ugly scar 
on the face of Israeli soci-
ety that we are still reel-
ing from.”  

Noa said she knew 

both Rabin, as well as 
Israeli Labor Party vet-
eran and former prime 
minister and president 
Shimon Peres, for years. 

“I met Rabin in vari-
ous events where I per-
formed, and on a TV 
show we did together,” 
she said. 

The singer lives in 
Israel with her pediatri-
cian husband and three 
children on a kibbutz by 
the sea.

“It’s simple, beauti-
ful, natural. I feel so 
fortunate to live in this 
wonderful place,” she 
said, “where my children 
grow up barefoot and 
free, where we are close 
to nature and where the 
education is focused on 
community and volun-
teering.”

As a symbol of Israel 
to the world, Noa’s mes-
sage is a powerful one:  
“My light is my dedica-
tion to peace, human-
ism and human rights, 
and to the most beauti-
ful concept conveyed 
to me as a child: ‘Love 
your brother as you love 
yourself.’ ” I promote 
these luminescent ideas 
with my words, my 
voice, and the inspiring, 
magical power of music, 
and I invite one and all 
to join me.”

Continued from Page 35 
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$58.00  
THAT’S AMORE!

Call For Reservations: 718-224-8787 
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363

@Douglaston_Manor, @Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

Valentine’s Day Menu 2018  

Wednesday, February 14 at 7pm 

Dance/Music provided by TLC Entertainment

Tuscan Antipasto Table

4 COURSE DINNER
Valentino Salad

 Housemade Cavatelli “Sugo Finto”

ENTREE (Choice of)

Seared Shrimp Scampi

Roasted Filet Mignon

Grilled Veggie ‘Napoleon’ 

DESSERT
Cupid’s Arrow

PP+ Tax . 

UPON ARRIVAL
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BY MERLE EXIT

A free film screening, 
a theatrical performance 
and a concert highlight 
Black History Month at 
Jamaica Center for the 
Performing Arts and 
the Jamaica Center for 
Learning.

“Finding Samuel 
Lowe: From Harlem to 
China” is a film about 
three successful black 
siblings who discover 
their heritage as they 
trace their long-lost 
grandfather, Samuel 
Lowe. Their journey 
takes them from Toron-
to, Canada, all the way 
to China, where they are 
reunited with hundreds 
of Chinese relatives, but 
not without a stop in Ja-
maica along the way. 

The film will be 
screened at the Jamai-
ca Center for Arts and 
Learning located at 161-
04 Jamaica Ave. Friday, 
Feb. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 

“We are happy to be 
able to offer this free 
screening of ‘Finding 
Samuel Lowe: From Har-
lem to China’,” said JCAL 
director Cathy Hung. “It 
offers a completely dif-
ferent view of black in 
America . Ultimately, it is 
a story about how we are 
all related and we are all 
from the same place.”

Musical stylings as di-
verse as gospel, rhythm 
and blues, bluegrass and 
original Negro spiritu-
als, with an infusion of 
American folk music 
highlight the Children’s 
Theater Company’s pro-
duction of “Henry ‘Box’ 
Brown” on Saturday, 
Feb. 10 at 2 p.m. Mehr 
Mansuri, director of the 
theater company, wrote 
the book and lyrics to this 
historic performance 
that tells the true story of 
an 1850s Virginia slave 
who shipped himself to 
freedom in a box. Man-
suri also co-composed 

most of the 19 songs with 
Frank Sanchez. 

“We pay homage by 
weaving in some of the 
heart-stopping Negro 
spirituals, sung by the 
creme de la creme of gos-
pel music from the world-
renowned Christian Cul-
tural Center, a massive 
megachurch in Brook-
lyn,” said Mansuri. 

Mansuri chose Henry 
“Box” Brown because 
he wanted to tell a story 
about the triumph of the 
human spirit, where sac-
rifice was made by both 
whites and blacks for the 
greater good. 

“Henry is also a story 
teller and a musician and 
a man of faith, so it was 
much more organic to 
produce original songs 
within a ‘musical’ model. 
Because he was also a 
man of great faith in God, 
it was a perfect excuse 
to weave in the songs of 
faith and perseverance 
that embodied the Ne-

gro spirituals,” Mansuri 
said. “We wanted to give 
homage to those name-
less, faceless musicians 
and orators who created 
those amazing songs, 
arguably the founders of 
American music.”

Mansuri is co-direct-
ing this epic with Tony 

winner Ben Harney, 
who was in the origi-
nal Broadway run of 
“Dreamgirls.” 

“Mr. Harney is, 
among other things, an 
African-American mu-
sic historian,” Mansuri 
said. “He has led the re-
search and musical ex-

ecution of the original 
Negro spirituals that in-
fuse the show. While not 
credited as a writer for 
the show, he is credited 
as a music dramaturge, 
ensuring the accuracy of 
non-original/public do-
main Negro spirituals.”

“Ask Your Mama: 
12 Moods for Jazz” is a 
Langston Hughes project 
scheduled for Saturday, 
Feb. 17 at the Jamaica 
Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at 7:30 p.m. “Ask 
Your Mama” is an hom-
age to social and artistic 
freedom movements that 
began in the 1960s. The 
concert will feature the 
Ron McCurdy Quartet.

“We want to be able to 
celebrate Black History 
in a diverse approach 
and offer an opportunity 
for the family to celebrate 
together,” said Hung.

Langston Hughes 
scored this 12-part epic 
poem with musical cues 
from gospel songs, boo-
gie-woogie, blues, Dixie-
land, Latin “cha cha” and 
bebop as well as German 
lieder, Jewish liturgy 
and West Indian calypso. 
This multi-media mas-
terwork was left unper-
formed at his death. 

JCAL, JPAC celebrate 
Black History Month

Ron McCurdy, of the Ron McCurdy Quartet, will perform at 
the Jamaica Center for the Performing Arts Saturday, Feb, 
17. Courtesy of Ron McCurdy

BY MERLE EXIT

February marks a new 
Lunar Year — the Year of the 
Dog.

Formerly known as Chinese 
New Year, the holiday changed 
its name to Lunar New Year to 
include the Korean New Year, 
which coincides with the Chi-
nese New Year. 

“Traditionally, the two 
holidays are the same, though 
they may occur on different 
days,” Assemblyman Ron Kim 
said. “Korean New Year is 
generally the same day as Chi-
nese New Year, except when 
the new moon occurs between 
Korean midnight and Chinese 
midnight. In such a case, on 
average once every 24 years, 
the new moon happens on the 
‘next day’ in Korea compared 
to China, and Korean New 
Year will be one day after Chi-
nese New Year.”

Kim said that Korean New 
Year’s celebrations begin with 
everyone wearing traditional 
dress known as hanbok.

“Since the Korean focus is 
starting the New Year by re-
connecting with family and 

ancestors, the most ceremoni-
al ritual on New Year’s Day is 
seh bae, a deep bow to the floor. 
Traditionally, families would 
begin by doing seh bae to de-

ceased ancestors and making 
food and drink offerings to the 
spirits of ancestors.”

Depending on the family, 
the seh bae time may instead 

start with grown-ups and 
children bowing and paying 
respect to their elders, begin-
ning with deep bows to the old-
est living generation.

“Children receive gifts of 
money and words of wisdom 
for the New Year, and every-
one wishes each other bless-
ings for the New Year, or ‘sae-
hae bok manee badesaeyo,’ ” 
Kim said.

After seh bae, the tradition-
al New Year’s meal is a soup of 
thinly sliced oval rice cakes, 
or a variation with dumplings 
called dduk guk.

“Because everyone turns 
a year older with the start 
of each New Year, and not on 
their birthday, many people 
tell their children that they 
can’t get older unless they’ve 
eaten some dduk guk,” Kim 
said. “Some type of duk, rice 
cakes, or tteok is enjoyed at ev-
ery important Korean celebra-
tion, and the white rice cakes 
in the soup represent a clean 
start and new beginning for 
the New Year.”

One particular Korean res-
taurant, KumGanSan, located 
at 138-28 Northern Blvd., is of-
fering free kimchi and rice cake 
soup to those who are partici-
pating in the Lunar New Year 
parade Feb. 17. All who take 
part will be given a voucher. 

Flushing Town Hall rings in Lunar New Year

Song Hee Lee, a master of Korean fan dance, demonstrates her ancient art at Flushing Town Hall, part of the 
effort to recognize that the Lunar New Year is not only a Chinese holiday. Photo by Michael Shain
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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tax is the best way to go, but 
again, whatever item or com-
bination of items make up a 
revenue package, by the end of 
the June, when the legislature 
leaves Albany, we must have 
long-term funding for the 
MTA,” the mayor said. “From 
my point of view, that is some-
thing that has to be resolved 
at the state level. We at the city 
level are responsible for every-
thing else going on in the city 
when you think about it: po-

lice, fire, sanitation, schools, 
everything you can think of. 
We have to protect those ser-
vices and we have to protect 
our long-term fiscal health 
which is threatened by both 
Albany and Washington.”

De Blasio said he believes 
the inability of the federal 
government to create a bud-
get and the $1.5 trillion defi-
cit will be detrimental to any 
infrastructure plan.

The FY2019 budget lays out 
a spending plan of $88.67 billion 
with an expected savings of $900 
million through a partial hiring 
freeze and other debt manage-
ment, and suggests setting aside 

$500 million of that savings for 
the executive budget.

The de Blasio Administra-
tion plans to put $750 million 
of the budget toward capital 
funding to build more afford-
able housing and preserve 
the existing stock; $72 million 
toward Pre-K; and $12 mil-
lion toward the full roll out 
of body cameras for all NYPD 
officers, an initiative that will 
also receive $5 million from 
the FY2018 budget.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

NYPD has reduced arrests 
and summonses and chosen 
a civil option to tackling 
low-level crimes, issuing 
fines instead of clogging the 
court system.

Some of the ways the NCOs 
are reaching out to youth is 
through the Explorer’s pro-
gram, the Youth Leader Coun-
cil and a cadet program. 

Tracee Keesee, the Deputy 

Commissioner of Equity and 
Inclusion, says that through 
these programs, police get 
to know the youth in their 
neighborhood, and kids get to 
the opportunity to see what 
police do, like attending fire-
arm training at the College 
Point Academy. 

 The elected officials at the 
event were Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndman (D–Spring-
field Gardens), state Sen. Le-
roy Comrie (D–St. Albans), 
Councilman and newly ap-
pointed chair of public safety 

Donovan Richards (D–Lau-
relton) and Public Advocate 
Letitia James.

James thanked Com-
missioner O’Neill for par-
ticipating in the event and 
for practicing policing that 
provided a means of “heal-
ing and reconciliation that 
changes the culture of ‘us-
versus-them.’ ”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

byterian/Queens, according 
to the report.

Queens is also home to two 
of the five communities in the 
city with the highest concen-
tration of health care work-
ers, the report said. Jamaica, 
Hollis and St. Albans are 
fourth with more than 11,700, 
while Queens Village, Cam-
bria Heights and Rosedale 
— home 11,235 health care 
employees — ranks fifth. 
Although almost one in six 
health care workers live in 
Queens Village, Cambria 
Heights, and Rosedale, not 
one of those neighborhoods 
has a subway station nearby.

The executive director of 
the Center for an Urban Fu-
ture, said that while all New 
Yorkers have good reason to 
be frustrated with the city’s 
transit system, health care 
workers in the city arguably 
have it the worst.

“The problems aren’t only 
related to subway delays and 
overcrowded trains,” Jona-
than Bowles said. “The real-
ity is that bus and subway 
service in the four boroughs 
outside Manhattan simply 

hasn’t kept pace with mas-
sive increases in the number 
of New Yorkers working and 
living there.”

According to the study, a 
significant share of the city’s 
health care workers rely on a 
bus to get to their job. More 
health care workers — 80,706 
total — commute via bus to 
work every than all retail 
and food service workers, 
78,291, combined.

The Center’s researchers 
concluded that bus service 
across the city is unreliable 
and does not run frequently 
enough, and proposed “achiev-
able policy recommendations” 
that could improve transit for 
the health care sector and all 
New Yorkers. The study rec-
ommended the city make new 
investments in transit service 
in the four boroughs outside 
of Manhattan by enacting Fix 
NYC, or a congestion pricing 
proposal that would require 
a key portion of funds raised 
to be directed to support outer 
borough transit investment, 
or the launch of a bus rescue 
plan to improve the speed and 
reliability of bus service.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

something that needs an en-
vironmental intervention.”

Bassett advised residents 
to take advantage of the 
City’s paid sick leave law and 
not to go into work or school 
if they were experiencing 
symptoms, and to seek medi-
cal attention if their condi-
tion deteriorates quickly.

Bassett said the Dept. of 
Health monitors the flu from 
October through May and 
that the city had an early 
“rapid-rise” of the disease.

In 2015, the earliest year 
the City agency has data 
available, 2,094 people died 
of flu and pneumonia, with 
over 90 percent being over 65 
years old, Bassett said. 

Pediatric deaths average 
between zero and eight per 
year, she added, with six alto-
gether occurring last year.

“This particular virus that 
we seeing this year, the H3N2 
virus, is a wily virus which 
has proved difficult to find a 
highly effective vaccine for,” 
Bassett said. “That doesn’t 
mean that it isn’t protective.”

The Health Department 
cited the incident in a state-

ment released following the 
girl’s death that urged locals 
to seek the proper treatment 
to avoid contracting the po-
tentially fatal virus.

“The tragic death of a child 
due to the flu is a reminder of 
the devastating effects this ill-
ness can have on people of all 
ages. Influenza season is far 
from over, and it is not too late 
to get the flu shot. We urge par-
ents to protect themselves and 
their families by getting this 
potentially life-saving vaccine 
today,” the agency’s statement 
read. “In addition to health 
care settings, flu vaccines 
are also available at pharma-
cies for children as young as 
2-years-old. People with a com-
promised immune system, 
children, pregnant women, 
and those aged 65 and older 
who develop influenza-like 
symptoms should seek medi-
cal care as early as possible. 
For more information about 
where to get vaccinated, New 
Yorkers can call 311, visit nyc.
gov/flu, or text “flu” to 877877.”

Bassett also advised peo-
ple go to the emergency room 
if their symptoms worsen.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

league with other districts such 
as that of Assemblyman Jeffe-
rion Aubrey (D-Corona) and is 
representative of accessibility 
to subways for residents.

Councilman Barry Groden-
chik (D-Oakland Gardens), a 
staunch opponent of congestion 
pricing since Governor Andrew 
Cuomo announced over the 
summer it was an idea “whose 
time has come,” said that al-
though four percent seems like 
a small metric it may have a 
surprising impact on a large 
population.

“The answer is in how one 
counts. About 1 million people 
in the other boroughs commute 
to Manhattan to work. 118K 
represents almost 12% of all 
those people,” Grodenckik said 
on Twitter.

Grodenchik’s district is 
mostly within that of Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D-Flush-
ing), whose constituents will 
see about 4.8 percent impact.

Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) stood 
with Grodenchik and state Sen. 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans) af-
ter the release of the proposal at 
a Manhattan rally opposing the 

plan. Comrie’s district would be 
impacted 3.6 percent according 
to the report.

“Congestion pricing would 
be disastrous for Queens, 
Brooklyn and Long Island resi-
dents,” Weprin said. “The tolls 
would inadvertently place a 
tax [on] middle-class commu-
nities and small businesses in 
these areas and raise the cost 
of goods and services from 
these areas while also limiting 
the competitive ability of local 
businesses.

“On top of that, private driv-

ers who rely on the free bridges 
would have to pay each and 
every time they travel into the 
city, in addition to the vehicle 
registration fees, fuel taxes 
and other garage fees charged 
to New York City drivers. New 
York cannot afford to break the 
backs and empty the wallets of 
its outer-borough locals to ‘Fix 
NYC.’”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 5 

Tolls
Continued from Page 4 

Flu

Continued from Page 5 

Commutes
Continued from Page 4 

Budget

Continued from Page 8 

Summit

A new study by an advocacy group reinforced statistics that only 4 
percent of outer borough drivers would be impacted by congestion 
pricing. Photo by Michael Shain
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Sports

BY ZACH GEWELB

Queens College has a 
new interim athletic direc-
tor.

The school announced 
last Thursday that Robert 
Twible, who is entering his 
20th year with the school, 
has been given the title.

Twible most recently 
served as the associate ath-
letics director for facilities 
and operations. He will 
be replacing China Jude, 
who left for the University 
of Wyoming. A national 
search will be conducted to 
find a permanent replace-
ment.

“We are fortunate to 
have had two such commit-
ted staff members working 
so closely with and inspir-
ing our talented and hard-
working student-athletes,” 
President Felix V. Matos 
said in a statement. “Rob’s 
record of advocating for 
them and our program 
makes him an excellent 
choice to serve as Interim 
Director of Athletics.” 

While serving as the 
interim athletic director, 
Twible will be responsible 
for overseeing the daily 
responsibilities of the ath-
letic programs and will 

also serve as the liaison 
for campus facilities, secu-
rity, building and grounds. 
Additionally, Twible will 
have an integral role in the 
hiring of staff members for 
the Knights and oversee 
the campus recreation de-
partment. 

Twible’s experience 
played a role in the hiring, 
as evidenced by his recent 
work. Under his leader-
ship, Queens College has 
undergone major facility 
renovations that have gen-
erated over $1 million in 
revenue, according to the 
school.

“Choosing Rob to take 
on the interim athletic 
director role was an easy 
decision,” Vice President 
for Student Affairs Adam 
Rockman said. “Rob’s dedi-
cation to and support of our 
student athletes, as well as 
his commitment to Queens 
College, ensure that the de-
partment is in very good 
hands.”

Twible will also oversee 
the renovations of the lock-
er room and aquatic facili-
ties, with plans for future 
renovations to the college’s 
outdoor track facility and 
soccer fields also in the 
works. 

Robert Twible will serve as interim director of athletics at Queens 
College. Photo courtesy of Queens College

BY ROBERT COLE

Friday night’s game be-
tween Archbishop Molloy 
and Christ the King was a 
matchup that New York City 
basketball fans have been 
waiting for all season, and it 
certainly lived up to expecta-
tions.

In front of television cam-
eras and a packed gym, the 
Royals earned a hard-fought 
victory over the Stanners, 
64-61, taking the lead in the 
CHSAA’s Brooklyn-Queens 
Division in the process.

Christ the King got off to a 
fast start, taking an 11-2 lead 
to electrify the crowd. The 
run was driven by a three-
pointer from senior Tyson 
Walker to open the scoring, 
along with a thunderous 
dunk by Moussa Cissa.

Molloy bounced back 
with a 16-7 run behind seven 

points from senior Orrin 
Barfield and six points from 
junior Cole Anthony to tie 
the game at 18 by the end of 
the first quarter.  

The Royals had to rely on 
a team approach to pull out 
the victory, calling on their 
bench to step up as Cissa got 
into foul trouble early in the 
game, which resulted in him 
spending a lot of time on the 
bench. The freshman for-
ward recorded his third foul 
at the midway point of the 
second quarter.

The Stanners took advan-
tage of Cissa’s absence, going 
on a 9-3 run to end the first 
half with a five-point lead at 
37-32.  Anthony led the way 
as he topped all scores with 
23 points, showing the crowd 
why he is considered the 
nation’s top-ranked junior 
guard. 

Molloy extended its lead to 

seven to start the third quar-
ter, but sophomore Ryan Mey-
ers hit two three-pointers to 
put Christ the King back in 
front. Meyers led the Royals 
with 17 points and hit four 
threes in the second half.

The Stanners kept the 
pressure on in this seesaw 
affair, taking the lead right 
back after senior Moses 
Brown scored on three con-
secutive possessions to make 
it 48-44. Molloy took a five-
point lead into the final quar-
ter at 52-47. 

The tension was high in 
the final frame, as junior 
Kofi Cockburn and Brown 
traded baskets to begin the 
period before Christ the 
King took the lead back for 
good. Meyers hit two more 
three-pointers to put the 
Royals back on top with 4:30 
remaining in regulation. A 

Kofi Cockburn battles for position near the basket. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 47

Interim AD named 
at Queens College

CTK conquers Molloy
Royals claim sole possession of fi rst place with victory
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BY ZACH GEWELB

Well, that was unexpected.
The St. John’s men’s bas-

ketball team pulled off one of 
the biggest upsets of the col-
lege hoops season when the 
Red Storm defeated No. 4 Duke 
81-77 Saturday at Madison 
Square Garden.

The Red Storm rode the 
back of an explosive game 
from sophomore Shamorie 
Ponds and a second-half come-
back to down the Blue Devils. 
Ponds scored a game-high 33 
points — 24 of which came in 
the decisive second half — and 
added seven rebounds, three 
assists and four steals to help 
lead the Johnnies to victory.

“We just stayed composed. 
We never broke or folded. We 
just stuck with our game plan 
and went into every game 
knowing we could win,” Ponds 
said. “The mindset was the 
same, we just tried to go out 
there and break the ice and to-
day we did. We are happy but 
we can’t stop here, we have to 
keep pushing. 

Legendary Duke coach 
Mike Krzyzewski had nothing 
but praise for St. John’s — and 
Ponds — after it handed his 
school a stunning defeat.

“The very first thing, con-
gratulations to [St. John’s head 
coach] Chris [Mullin] and his 
team. They’ve been very in-
volved in a lot of really close 
games in the conference. I know 
its been frustrating for them, but 
they came out and they were the 
better team today,” Krzyzewski 
said. “Ponds was terrific, but 
also they play with an enthusi-
asm and a togetherness that I’m 
sure they liked. It was tough for 
us to defend them.”

While St. John’s came out 
on top, it wasn’t easy to pull 
off the victory over the Blue 
Devils. The Johnnies started 
off strong, hitting six of their 
first eight field goal attempts, 
but couldn’t pull away from 
Duke, who weathered the ear-
ly storm to keep the score close 
at 14-13. 

The Blue Devils remained 
consistent on offense while 
keeping the Red Storm at bay 
at the other end of the court, 
building a lead to as many as 
10 in the closing minutes of the 
opening half. But St. John’s 
chipped away at the deficit 
at the end of the stanza and 
trailed 39-32 at the break. 

After halftime, St. John’s 

took over. The Johnnies put 
five quick points on the board 
and scored 12 of the half’s first 
14 points to build a 44-41 lead 
less than four minutes into the 
period. The lead grew to seven 
after Bashir Ahmed — who 
scored 13 of his 19 points in the 
second half — drained a three-
pointer, followed by a conven-
tional three-point play.

Duke pulled to within two 
at 52-50, but St. John’s went 
on another run, scoring 12 of 
the next 15 points to build an 
11-point advantage. But the 
Blue Devils wouldn’t quit, go-
ing on a 16-4 run later in the 
half to reclaim the lead at 73-

72 with 1:34 left to play. 
Ponds responded with a 

quick layup to give St. John’s a 
one-point advantage, and then, 
with five seconds remaining 
on the shot clock on the fol-
lowing possession, drilled a 
contested three-pointer to give 
the Red Storm a 77-73 lead with 
just 38 seconds remaining. 

“It was probably the big-
gest play of the game, no 
question,” St. John’s head 
coach Chris Mullin said. “It’s 
one of the plays that we run 
from baseline out of bounds. 
Much like breaking the 
press, we want the ball in his 
hands. Sometimes he doesn’t 

get it if they double him, but 
I thought we ran that to per-
fection. We set some good 
screens, Shamorie worked 
his way for the shot, and it 
was the biggest shot of the 
[day], no question.”

Duke answered with a 
triple of its own, cutting its 
deficit back to one, but Tariq 
Owens drained two clutch 
free throws to bring the John-
nies’ lead back to three, 79-76. 
From there, the Red Storm’s 
clutch free-throw shooting 
was enough to hold off the Blue 
Devils and secure the victory. 

“It feels much better to come 
out on top, but it really wasn’t 
that different to me,” Mul-
lin said. “I’ve been telling you 
guys, you think I’m crazy, but 
we’ve been right there in all 
of these games. I think it’s just 

good for our guys to get that 
feeling. There’s nothing like a 
win to make you feel better.”

St. John’s played to an 0-9 
record in January and hadn’t 
won a game since Dec. 20 
against Saint Joseph’s. The 
win over Duke snapped an 11-
game losing streak. The Blue 
Devils are the highest nation-
ally-ranked opponent the pro-
gram has beaten since Feb. 19, 
2011

“It’s big to just get a win on 
the board, we can start fresh,” 
Ponds said. “We had a tough 
three-game stretch and it was 
great to get our confidence at 
an all-time high.”

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Duke’s Marvin Bagley III and St. John’s Tariq Owens get ready for the 
jump ball during an NCAA basketball showdown between Duke and St. 
John’s at Madison Square Garden. Photos by Robert Cole

St. John’s stuns No. 4 Duke at MSG
Shamorie Ponds drops 33 points to help guide to Johnnies to fi rst win since December

Tariq Owens blocks a Duke shot near the basket.

Shamorie Ponds drives past Duke's Grayson Allen.

St. John's coach Chris Mullin speaks after the game.
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“I want to thank Dr. 
Rockman and the admin-
istration for this great op-
portunity. I look forward to 
building on our successes 
and helping with the tran-
sition for the permanent 
athletic director,” Twible 
said.

Twible, an East Meadow 
resident, is a Queens Col-
lege alumnus and was a 

member of the men’s basket-
ball team, coming to Flush-
ing following a two-year 
stint at Nassau Community 
College.

He received an associ-
ate’s degree in business ad-
ministration from Nassau 
before earning a bachelor’s 
in physical education from 
Queens.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Cissa slam dunk late upped 
the Royals’ lead to 64-60, be-
fore he fouled out with 47.5 
seconds to play.

Anthony hit one of the 
two ensuing free throws to 
pull the Stanners within 
three. Christ the King drew 
some fouls late to give them a 
chance to put Molloy away for 
good, but missed free throws 
gave the Stanners one last 
shot to equalize. Anthony 
just missed a three-point shot 
at the buzzer that would have 
sent the game into overtime. 
Christ the King survived and 
took sole ownership of first 
place.  

“We needed to get a win,” 
Christ the King coach Joe 
Arbitello said. “We needed to 
show that we’re right there 
with the elite teams. We 
needed to show that we can 
play a tough team and beat a 

tough team.” 
“It’s a confidence builder,” 

added Royals’ leading scorer 
Ryan Meyers.  “That’s a 
tough team, they have major 
players on their team, and to 
get the win on this stage is 
great.”   

That confidence will be 
tested immediately as these 
two teams will meet up again 
Friday, Feb. 9, at Molloy.  The 
fans can only hope that the 
rematch lives up to the ex-
citement generated by their 
first showdown.

Continued from Page 45 
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Tyson Walker drives through traffic to the basket. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from Page 45 

Director

The Mets seem to be the 
only team willing to spend 
money this offseason. They’ve 
already added reliever An-
thony Swarzak, first baseman 
Adrian Gonzalez and brought 
back Jay Bruce, along with 
Jose Reyes. Now, the Amazins 
have welcomed former Yankee 
third baseman Todd Frazier to 
Queens.

Frazier, who reportedly 
agreed to a two-year, $17 mil-
lion pact with the club, is a 
great get for New York. I’ve 
made the argument for the 
Mets to sign the New Jersey 
native all winter, as he’s seem-
ingly a perfect fit for this ball-
club. 

Frazier isn’t the hitter he 
once was, but still has power 
and excels at getting on base. 
Look at last year’s numbers, 
for example: He only hit .213 
with the White Sox and Yanks, 
but he recorded a .344 on-base 
percentage, proving his abil-
ity to be patient at the plate 
and draw out at-bats. 

The Mets have a lot of free 
swingers on the roster. The only 
full-time players who recorded 
an OBP better than Frazier last 
season were Yoenis Cespedes 
(.352) and Asdrubal Cabrera 
(.351). As a team, New York re-
corded a .320 OBP, which ranked 
ninth in the National League 
and 18th in all of baseball. Add-
ing Frazier helps in that regard. 

He also adds some right-
handed power to a lineup that 
recorded a National League best 
224 home runs in 2017. The addi-
tions of Frazier and Bruce will 
deepen and balance the Mets’ 
lineup, which should once again 
rank near the top of the majors 
in dingers. 

Frazier also brings a solid 
glove to the hot corner. His ad-
dition means Cabrera can slide 
from third to second and should 
improve the team’s infield de-
fense. He may not be a gold-glov-
er, but he makes all the routine 
plays and is quick on his feet 
over at third.

But, as I’ve mentioned ear-
lier this offseason, Frazier’s 

best asset is his leadership. He’s 
been in the league for seven 
years and has some postseason 
experience, which should come 
in handy in Queens. Frazier 
is also one of the more likeable 

players in the league and has a 
knack for keeping things loose 
in the clubhouse. 

Mets manager Mickey Cal-
laway, who faced Frazier’s Yan-
kees in the ALDS, had nothing 

but praise to offer Frazier, who 
turns 32 on Monday, when asked 
about him earlier this month.

“He’s a baseball player. 
And you know what he did at 
the end of the season when 
we were preparing to play the 
Yankees, he made some adjust-
ments at the plate. He stopped 
chasing balls,” Callaway said. 
“He stopped trying to go down 
there and flick that ball to left, 
he was laying off balls that he 
was going after in the past. 
You look at his average (.213), 
but that’s going to change if he 
continues to do what he did the 
last month of the season. And 
he can hit some home runs.” 
Frazier’s OBP in September 
2017 was a season-high .389. 

Frazier brings a solid bat, a 
strong glove and leadership to 
a team in need of all three, and 
the Mets were able to bring him 
in without breaking the bank. 

This is a strong move for 
New York, who have quietly 
pieced together a nice off-
season. There’s still work to 
be done, but for now, Mets 
fans should be happy with 
how their team is coming 
together. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

The Mets agreed to terms on a two-year deal with former Yankee Todd 
Frazier. AP

Mets add veteran third baseman Todd Frazier
New Jersey native brings powerful bat, reliable glove, strong leadership to Queens

Zach 
Gewelb
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ers performed CPR to try to 
revive Perez, but were unable. 
The boy was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead. 

Two firefighters were 
treated for hypothermia and 
are in stable condition, the 

FDNY said. 
FDNY Deputy Chief George 

Healy implored parents to make 
sure their kids know the ice on 
the lakes and ponds of the city 
are not safe places to play.

“It won’t support your 
weight,” he said in a state-
ment. “Please stay off the 
ice. There are signs around 
all the lakes in the city and 
we implore you, tell your 
children it can have tragic 

consequences. Again, the 
ice looks to be safe, it looks 
to be thick, but the tempera-
ture today was well above 
freezing.”

Medical examiners will 
determine Perez’s cause of 
death. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Residents at the confer-
ence said the owner of the 
home does not have a mort-
gage on the house and lives 
two blocks away, leading 
Avella to further bemoan the 
house’s state of neglect.

“A lot of these situations 
are usually abandoned prop-
erties where something has 
happened; the owner died, 
it’s in an estate, or somebody 
just abandoned the prop-
erty,” Avella said. “The fact 
that the owner of this prop-
erty lives just two blocks 
away and refuses for years to 
do something about it is abso-
lutely disgraceful.”  

The city’s Dept. of Build-
ings has given the home a 
pass on inspections, and said 
it can only demolish the rear 
of the house since it has al-
ready collapsed.

Joann Vitulli, who said 
her family has lived next 
door to the property for 40 
years, claimed the owner told 
her he is interested in fixing 
it up, but is going through a 
divorce, and doesn’t want to 
give up a newly renovated 
home to his soon-to-be ex-

wife. But she said he’s ped-
dled that excuse for 20 years, 
and taken no action.

And her son Joseph Vitul-
li, who lives with his mother, 
said the derelict space at-
tracts homeless people who 
defecate and perform sexual 
acts in its yard, and teenag-
ers who frequent the place on 
a weekly basis to drink and 
smoke marijuana.

“This home has become 
much more than an eye-
sore. It is a quality-of-life 
issue in the neighborhood,” 
Vitulli said. “We see on 
a regular basis homeless 
people going in there doing 
drugs and obscene acts in 
daylight right here in the 
front yard, children going 
in the backyard drinking 
and smoking, doing drugs. 
These are teenagers. This 
is an attractive nuisance 
that invites all these activi-
ties. They don’t care what 
happens here … Something 
is going to happen and then 
these authorities who are 
not doing anything about it 
now will have questions to 
answer.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

grown up just a few blocks 
away on 31st Avenue in Asto-
ria where he went to Bryant 
High School.

When I was in high school 
I was extremely depressed, 
I was suicidal,” Van Bramer 
said. “I stopped going to school 
for months at a time. I was 
afraid that if I spoke in class 
people would here my voice 
and automatically know I was 
gay. That’s how terrified I was 
of being who I am today.”

An LGBT youth center 
on 13th Street helped Van 
Bramer come to terms with 
his identity and helped him 
come out and now he is the 
only openly gay and married 
member of the City Council.

“At Bryant High School 
today, while the world has 
changed so much, I’m sure 
that there is a student or 
someone at that school who 
is discovering his sexual ori-
entation or gender identity,” 
he said. “And he’s struggling 
to talk about it.”

That student would be en-
abled by friends and allies 
at the Q-Center, Van Bramer 

concluded. City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who is also openly 
gay, agreed.

“It’s great to finally have 
a full-service LGBTQ com-
munity center in Queens,” 
Dromm said. “I look forward 
to working with the LGBT 
Network on the many des-
perately-needed programs 
that they will bring to the 
borough and to fill the gap in 
the LGBTQ community.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

that by building more than a 
thousand homes for seniors 
and families struggling to 
make ends meet,” he said. “ I 
look forward to working with 
Borough President  Katz and 
Councilman Moya to ensure 
these homes are delivered 
on time, and that we build 
even more affordable homes, 
schools and parks across Wil-
lets Point,” 

The city will still work 
with developer Queens De-
velopment Group but the new 
plan increases the affordable 
homes to 1,100 across just 
six acres, compared to the 
2013 agreement, which would 
have produced 875 affordable 
homes across the entire 23-a-
cre development site. This new 
agreement will also provide 
more homes for individuals 
who earn less than $17,190, or 
$25,770 for a family of three. 
The city announced that near-
ly 100 apartments will be re-
served for formerly homeless 
families and 220 apartments 
for seniors. 

According to the mayor, 
environmental remediation of 
the 23 acres will be completed 

by the developers by the end of 
2020 and by 2022 at least 500 of 
the project’s housing units are 
expected to be finished.

One of the more controver-
sial aspects of the 2013 propos-
al has been modified as well, 
The city will retain ownership 
of the property through a long-
term ground lease for the six-
acre site. Under the 2013 plan 
all of the 23 acres would have 
been sold to the developers for 
only $1.

Last June the New York 
Court of Appeals ruled against 
the development of a proposed 
mega mall project, ruling that 
the developers needed approv-
al from the state Legislature 
before moving on with the proj-
ect to be built on parkland.

Willets Point United, a 
group of business owners in 
the area against eminent do-
main abuse, are not happy 
with the City’s decision to 
stick with original developer 

QDG. The group said if the 
initial phase of development is 
going to be limited to the Wil-
lets Point Phase One property 
without expanding the project 
onto public parkland as QDG 
had proposed, then the City 
should re-start the developer 
selection process, with no un-
warranted special status giv-
en to QDG, Sterling Equities 
or The Related Companies.

“There is absolutely no ba-
sis to think that QDG is the 

“best” developer for this six-
acre site and configuration, 
because the de Blasio adminis-
tration did not implement any 
competitive sealed proposal 
process (although it should 
have done so).” The group 
wrote in a blog post.

Recently elected council-
man Moya said the city will 
move forward with his pro-
posed task force where the 
community can give input on 
their  priorities and come up 
with recommendations for the 
remaining 17 acres of the de-
velopment site.

“Willets Point has been 
12 years of bad politics and 
broken promises,” he said. 
“With this deal, we can look 
to providing some great 
housing relief for a lot of 
people who need it. By secur-
ing school seats, deep afford-
ability, and senior housing 
we have accomplished some-
thing none of the previous 
iterations have been able to, 
and now with the task force I 
will co-chair, we can ensure 
this same community mind-
ed development continues in 
future phases.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Willets Pt.

Continued from Page 5 

LGBT
Continued from Page 1 

House

Continued from Page 1 

Frozen

The city revealed 1,100 affordable apartments would be coming to Willets Point. Photo by Michael Shain

Contact the newsroom: 718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302













TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 9–15, 2018 55  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_2-9-18

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE See Produce Department 
For All Of Your Floral 

Needs!
See Produce DepartmenntttSeee Prrooduducce Deeparttmmenntt

Happy
Valentine’s Day!

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack
Assorted (Excludes: Blasts)AssAssortorted ed (Exclu

Hi-C
Fruit
Drinks

Sale
Dates

Feb
Fri.

9
Sat.

10
Feb

Sun.

11
Feb

Mon.

12
Feb

Tues

13
Feb

Wed

14
Feb

Thurs.

15
Feb

$199

11.5-16 Oz Box
Assorted

Entenmann’s
Loaf
Cakes

Key Food or
Urban Meadow 
Rice

K F d
20 Lb Bag 
Long Grain White

YOUR
CHOICE!

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.

4/$7

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.

5/$5

28-29 Oz Can
Assorted

RedPack
Tomatoes

$699

192 Fl Oz Pkg ... 16 Oz Btls
Assorted Drinks orAssAs orted Drinksnk  or

Snapple
Iced Tea
12 Pack 

48 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: All Natural & Gelato)

14.8 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted(((

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream

Magnum
Ice Cream

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.With Cl b C d LiLLi it 2

2/$6 $499

18-24 Ct Pkg Assorted Mighty Pacs or
32 Fl Oz Btl Small & Mighty Stainlifter or 
46.5-50 Fl Oz Btl Assorted

All
Detergent

$299
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. 

12 Roll Pack ... White or
18 Double Roll Pack ... Extra Soft

10 Roll Pack
Mega Choose A Size

18 Double Roll Pack ... Extra Soft

Scott
Bath Tissue or
MegMe a Choose A 

Scott
Paper
Towels

YOUR
CHOICE!

   $9.99
- $2.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

With ClCl bb C d Li it 4

$799Final Price
3/$10

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

HalH f  Liter Btls

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

1
1

1
M

1

SS
B
M

SS
P

Key Food
Apple
Juice

64 Fl Oz Btl
Natural or Clear

2/$3

Welch’s
Grape
Juice

W l h’

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: Essentials & 
Light)

2/$5

$999

72 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz ... Beer or Cider

Assorted

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

12 Oz .... Beer or o Cider

Stella Artois or
Blue Moon
6 Pack

$799lb. Sliced To Order

$599
lb. Sliced To Order

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Golden Classic or

Boar’s Head
Maple Glazed
Chicken 
Breast

Perdue
Turkey
Breast

$399
lb. Sliced To Order

Yellow or White

Key Food
American

$599
lb.

Sliced To Order
½ Lb of  Each

GlenRock
Ham &
Alpine Lace
American
Cheese

Reduced Sodium

Ham &&
Yellow or White

COMBO
SALE!

Hershey’s or
Reese’s
Chocolate
Brownies

HHHershhhe ’y’s
22.5 Oz Pkg

$899

Cherry
Pie
CCChCh

24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Regular or No Sugar Added
Peach or

$399

YOUR
CHOICE!

$249lb.
$699
lb.

Perdue
Chicken
Breasts

Porterhouse
Steaks

Grade A Fresh 
Boneless

USDA Choice Beef  ... Bone-In
Shell, T-Bone or

Family Pack Family Pack Value Pack

YOUR
CHOICE!

Perdue
Whole
Chicken

Grade A Fresh

$129$$$11111lb.

Hebrew National
Beef
Franks

H b N
11-12 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399

19
AAA

SS
I
1

A�ua�na
Water
24 Pack

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

$3999
Plus Deposit 

Where Applicable.

25%
OFF!

4.5-14 Oz Box
Assorted

Amy’s
Frozen
Full Line
Sale!

2/$5

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted 

Nabisco
Oreo 
Cookies

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

22 Oz Pkg
Assorted

5.75-24.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Shrimp Poppers Value Pack)p

Gorton’s
Seafood
Full Line
Sale!

50%
OFF!$299

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

20 Oz Pkg ... 4 Pack
In Water

Bumble Bee
Chunk Light
TunaCampbell’s

Soup

10.5-11.5 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: Chicken Noodle & Tomato)

5/$5
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 5. With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.

15-16.3 Oz Jar
Creamy or Crunchy or
Simply Ground: Original or Honey Roasted

Peter Pan
Peanut
Butter

With Cl b C d LiLiLi it 2

3/$5

NEW!

5/$5
(Excludes: Healthy Harvest, Garden Delight,
Smart Taste & Gluten Free)

Ronzoni
Pasta

16 Oz Box ... Thin Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Elbows, Ziti, 
Ziti Rigati, Penne Rigate, Rotini, Rigatoni or 
Medium Shells 

DiLusso
Deluxe
Ham

No MSG - Gluten Free
Premium

$499
lb. Sliced To Order

P
T
B

Hot
Cross
Buns

H t

A Lenten Tradition
For Ash Wednesday
12 Oz Pkg

$399
Free

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Family Pa

$199lb.

Bone-In ... Sliced

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon 
Fillet

Farm Raised

$799$$$$7777777lb.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.With Cl b C d Li it 2

$799

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

Mazola 
Oil

1
A

E
L
C

Pompeian
Extra Virgin
Olive
Oil

68 Fl Oz Btl

$999 With Club Card.
Limit 1 Offer.

1
C
S

P
P
B

Chicken Of The Sea
Solid White
Tuna

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

3/$3

$299
lb.

Bottom
Round
Roast

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

r Gain
Laundry
Detergent

50 Fl Oz Cont ... 2x32 Loads
Original Fresh or Island Fresh

$4999 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

$799
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Pork
Shoulder

Fresh ... Whole
Bone-In ... Pernil

99¢
lb. l

P
S

F
B

$1499

2 Lb Bag ... 31-40 Count Per Lb
Peeled & DeveinedPeeled & eveinne

AquaStar
Raw
Shrimp

GlenRock
Smoked
Virginia Ham or

$199

Arnold
Classic
Bread 

5
(E(

GG
S
F
S

Key Food
Flour
K F

5 Lb Bag
All Purpose

$179 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Dip & Devour
Dipping
Chocolate

$199

6 Oz Cont
Assorted

$399

Florida
Strawberries

Large Family Size

Fresh
Blueberries

Dry Pint Cont

� Regal’in
  Nectarines

$199

RRRRRRRRReg llal i’ii’in
Eat It To Believe It!
Super Sweet ... White

$$$$$$$
lb.2/$5

� Peaches or
  Nectarines

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 999999999999999999999999999999999999
� Plums

� PPPPPPPPeea
Yellow

   NeNec
� PPPPPPPllllllllllu
Black

YOUR
CHOICE!

99¢

Iceberg
Lettuce

bI
By The Head

Crisp

ea.ea.

Grape
Tomatoes

99¢

G
Dry Pint Cont

8-14 Oz Bag ... Garden or 
Regular,  Creamy or Angel Hair Coleslaw or 

Shredded: Lettuce, Carrots or Red Cabbage

4/$5

Dole
Salads

MIX &
MATCH!

Odwalla
Drinks

$299

15.2 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted Original, 
Protein or Smoothies

By The Bunch

ea.

$1499

Rainbow
Of Love

Bouquet

ea.

1 Dozen Bunch

ea.

$1999

Rose
Bouquet With All

My Heart
Bouquet

$1299

With All
By The Bunch

ea.

Green
Asparagus
G
Long

$199lb.

Green Giant
Klondike 
Potatoes

99¢

US #1 ... Gold

lb.

16 Oz Pkg ... Value Pack
Whole or Sliced

2/$5

Giorgio
Baby Bella

Mushrooms

Giorgio
Mushrooms

2/$5

Gii i

Organically Grown
8 Oz Pkg ... Sliced or Whole
Baby Bella or White

Tulip
Bunch

$799

10 Stem

ea.

2 Lbs!


