
BY MARK HALLUM

Members of Community Board 
11 narrowly passed a variance on 
Feb. 5 that will allow owners of 
Douglaston Plaza to oust a Mov-

ieWorld from the shopping center 
and replace it, along with a recently 
closed Macy’s, with a Lowe’s home 
improvement store.

The meeting, during which there 
was bitter debate between those in 

favor of Lowe’s and those wishing to 
keep the theater, summoned memo-
ries of the June vote to approve the 
Northern Boulevard bike lanes for 
which the members complained 
there was not enough time to review 

the details before a vote was to be 
cast.

Jon Popin, an attorney with 
Duane Morris representing Ash-
kenazy Acquisition Corporation, 
argued in favor of the Lowe’s loca-
tion on the stance that since Macy’s 
closed shop, the shopping center 
has become a “ghost town” without 
a major outlet, but that Lowe’s will 
need a larger footprint to operate.

“What we have now is a faceless 
shopping center,” Popin said. “What 
the owners of the shopping center 
are trying to do is revitalize and re-
position the shopping center, but re-
ally keep it from closing. If the shop-
ping center closes, it’s likely, because 
this is a residential district, it won’t 
be redeveloped as another shopping 
center... It may be residential hous-
ing — maybe affordable housing 
with de Blasio — who knows.”

Community members spoke out 
against the insinuation they would 
be opposed to affordable housing 
and Popin eventually apologized for 
the remarked.

“We don’t like being threatened 
with affordable housing,” Janet 
McEneaney said.

With Douglaston Plaza lack-
ing highway accessibility and with 
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These kids at PS 203 in Oakland Gardens will pick up the long train of their dragon costume and make a grand entrance to 
the school’s annual assembly welcoming the Lunar New Year.   Photo by Michael Shain 

YEAR OF THE DOG

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Congresswoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) wants 
to combat “mail fishing” in 
Queens.

This growing crime has af-
fected Flushing residents over 
the last couple of months and 
has led Meng to request new 
anti-theft collection boxes 
from the United States Postal 
Service.

Mail fishers place string 
connected to a sticky material 
into collection boxes and the 
sticky substance attaches to 
the mail and the crooks pull 
out the envelopes. The thieves 
then open the letters and steal 
people’s personal information 
including bank, credit card, 
and Social Security numbers. 
According to Meng, mail fish-
ers also engage in check wash-
ing schemes, in which they 
wash ink off of checks they 
stole and rewrite the name of 
the payee or the amount. Ac-
cording to Meng, one of her 
constituents was recently a 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Queens served as the last leg of the five-borough 
“Still We Rise NYC Human Justice Summit,” which 
featured the NYPD’s top brass at the New Jerusalem 
Worship Center in South Jamaica last Wednesday. 

The borough-wide police tour was the brainchild 

Five-borough police 
summit ends in Jamaica

BY BILL PARRY

A major construction 
project on three bridges at 
the Long Island Express-
way and Grand Central 
Parkway interchange just 
south of the World’s Fair 
site at Flushing Meadows 

Corona Park has been com-
pleted nine months earlier 
than anticipated, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo announced 
Wednesday.

The traffic pattern was 
moved into its final con-
figuration this week, allow-
ing nearly 350,000 vehicles 

to move through the inter-
change with fewer delays 
each day.

“These vital improve-
ments will help ease con-
gestion at this busy inter-
change for motorists, while 
offering those traveling 
to LaGuardia or JFK a 

The state’s Department of Transportation 
completes a massive reconstruction proj-
ect that has snarled traffic on the Long 
Island Expressway in Flushing for nearly 
three years. Photo by Michael Shain

Meng presses 
fi ght against 
‘mail fi shing’

CB 11 OKs Lowe’s Douglaston plan
After close vote, MovieWorld’s future now hinges on BSA decision

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12
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LIE project in Flushing complete
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Hallets Point project in Astoria on hold again

BY BILL PARRY

Construction of the mas-
sive Hallets Point develop-
ment in Astoria has stalled 
after City Hall pulled fund-
ing for Building 7, a 14-story 
structure with all of its 163 
units set to be below-market-
rate housing. The Housing 
Development Corporation 
diverted the $43.5 million 
in funding to other projects 
in November, so while work 
continues on Building 1 at 
the site, the Durst Corpora-
tion suspended construction 
of the other six buildings at 
the complex along the East 
River, putting the remainder 
of the project in limbo.

“Three days prior to HDC 
Board Approval for our 100 
percent affordable buildings’ 
bond financing, we were no-
tified that the bonds were 
no longer available to us,” 
Durst Corporation spokes-
man Jordan Barowitz said. 
“We have not heard from City 
Hall since then, and until we 
do, the future of the project is 
unknown.”

It is the second time con-
struction of the complex, lo-

cated at First Street and 25th 
Avenue, had to be suspended. 
One day after a ceremonial 
ground-breaking for the proj-
ect in January 2016 the state 
allowed the 421-a tax abate-
ment to expire. Durst Corpo-
ration was able to continue 
with Building 1 because it 
had already been financed 
with the tax break, but the 
work on the remainder of the 
complex was held up for more 
than a year before Gov. An-
drew Cuomo, the Real Estate 
Board of New York and the 
Building and Construction 
Trades Council agreed on the 
Affordable New York hous-
ing program that provides 
tax breaks to developers in 
exchange for desperately 
needed affordable housing.

“The passing of ‘Afford-
able New York’ allows the 
Hallets Point project to con-
tinue,”  Barowitz said last 
April . “We are full steam 
ahead.”

Construction resumed on 
the project and its 2,400 units, 
484 of them “affordable,” until 
the HDC decision in Novem-
ber around the same time 
Republican lawmakers were 

considering private activity 
bonds in the federal tax bill, 
and the city was pressed to 
allocate the limited bond cap 
efficiently and strategically.

“There are many deserv-
ing affordable housing de-
velopments that are ready to 
go, and we constantly make 
tough choices to stretch pre-
cious resources as we ensure 
we get the best deals for New 
Yorkers,” Housing Develop-
ment Corporation Vice-Presi-
dent Elizabeth Rohlfing said. 
“While this project is in our 
pipeline, this year’s volume 
cap allocations haven’t been 
made yet.”

Funding for the rest of the 
mega-project is contingent 
on the completion of the af-
fordable housing building. 
Without it the project loses 
the Affordable New York 
tax abatement that replaced 
421-a.

“Our project was ready 
to go,” Barowitz said. “Last 
spring we were told we were in 
the pipeline and then we were 
asked to wait until November. 
This November our project 
was approved by HDC, but 
they decided not to fund it.”

BY BILL PARRY

Students at an over-
crowded Long Island City 
elementary school located 
at 48-09 Center Boulevard 
are not getting enough 
exercise because their 
playground is too small 
to accommodate proper 
recess.

Members of the PS/IS 
78 Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation and Community 
Board 2 joined City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside) last Fri-
day calling on the city’s 
Department of Transpor-
tation to provide a safe 
play space after the agen-
cy rejected their applica-
tion for a “playstreet” for 
a third time.

“Our students deserve 
play time,” Van Bramer 
said. “Kids need time to 

run, play and burn off 
energy. Not only is it ben-
eficial for their physical 
health, but it helps them 
focus in the classroom as 
well. This partial, tempo-
rary street closure would 
not negatively impact our 
community and would 
improve quality of life 
for students and families 
of PS/IS 78. I don’t un-
derstand why DOT has 
denied the playstreet ap-
plication.”

The request, filed last 
spring, calls for a street 
closure on 48th Avenue 
between Center Boule-
vard and 5th Street on 
school days between 10:15 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. DOT 
denied the request again 
last week. Without a play-
street, PSIS 78 students 
will continue to have re-
cess only twice a week 

because the playground 
can not adequately ac-
commodate the school’s 
700 students.

“Following two re-

views, DOT denied a play-
street on the south side 
of 48th Avenue, midblock 
to Center Boulevard, due 
to safety concerns based 

on the street layout, (a) 
nearby parking facility, 
and frequent commercial 
traffic,” a DOT spokesper-
son said. “Typically, DOT 
implements playstreets 
on one-way streets due to 
the predictable nature of 
vehicular movements and 
clear sigh lines.”

Due to the shortage 
of proper play space, the 
PTA pays $80,000 annual-
ly to a third party to walk 
some students to a play 
space off site for recess. 
Not only is this a major 
expense, the travel time 
cuts into students’ play 
time, leaving them with 
just 10 minutes or less.

“The parent commu-
nity at PS/IS 78Q has 
been rallying together 
for 18 months in trying 
to secure a partial street 
closure for 1.5. hours 

each day,” PS/IS 78Q 
Co-President Genevieve 
Bernier said. “The DOT 
has rejected our requests 
for a third time, with in-
consistent explanations 
and their suggestion to 
have our students walk 
across Center Boulevard 
into our City and State 
parks, with no physical 
boundaries except water, 
is much more dangerous 
that the 1.5 hour road clo-
sure we seek.”

Van Bramer urged 
DOT to reconsider the ap-
plication or to work with 
the school and PTA to 
find a solution that pro-
vides play space for the 
PS/IS 78 students.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Construction is suspended at the Hallets Point development in Astoria after the city pulled funding 
for an affordable housing building at the complex. Photo by Bill Parry

LIC elementary school needs play space: Van Bramer

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) urges the city’s Department 
of Transportation to reconsider an application for a playstreet at 
PS/IS 78 in Long Island City. Courtesy Van Bramer’s office
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www.queenstheatre.org / 718-760-0064

February 17-18

Kyle  
Dean  

Massey  

+ + +Austin  
Colby 

Caroline 
Bowman

 

Taylor 
Frey

Erin 
Dilly

 

Stephen 
Buntrock

EXCLUSIVE 
ENGAGEMENT! 

TWO  
PERFORMANCES 

ONLY!

The greatest love songs ever 
written for the Broadway 
stage performed by real-life 
Broadway couples!

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300

JORDAN’S
 LOBSTER DOCK

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$24+ Tax

TWIN LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$44+ Tax

COCONUT 
SHRIMP PLATTER
$20+ Tax

GARLIC 
CRAB PLATTER
$24+ Tax

Valentine’s Day Specials

BY MARK HALLUM

Residents outraged 
over a long-abandoned 
Flushing home gathered 
at a news conference 
hosted by state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) on Jan. 
26, at which he called on 
the city to consider demol-
ishing the house that one 
neighbor referred to as an 
“attractive nuisance.”

“Everybody in this 
neighborhood pays some 
of the highest property 
taxes in the country. They 
want a safe neighborhood, 
they want to have city ser-
vices, and they certainly 
don’t want to live next 
to an eyesore like this 
which, at any time, can 
be broken into … And is 
certainly a fire hazard,” 
Avella said. “In my opin-
ion, the Department of 
Buildings has enough au-
thority to declare this an 
unsafe building and level 
it. At least then you’d have 
a vacant lot which can be 
fenced in.”

The home at 167th 
Street and 35th Avenue 
has sat in disuse for more 
than 25 years, locals said, 
and the roof over what 
seems to be a mudroom in 
the back of the structure 
caved in, giving neigh-

bors a glimpse of a still 
fully stocked bookshelf 
and other furniture.

Residents at the con-
ference said the owner of 
the home does not have 
a mortgage on the house 
and lives two blocks away, 
leading Avella to further 
bemoan the house’s state 
of neglect.

“A lot of these situa-
tions are usually aban-
doned properties where 
something has happened; 
the owner died, it’s in an 
estate, or somebody just 
abandoned the property,” 
Avella said. “The fact that 
the owner of this property 
lives just two blocks away 
and refuses for years to do 
something about it is ab-
solutely disgraceful.”  

The city’s Dept. of 
Buildings has given the 
home a pass on inspec-
tions, and said it can only 
demolish the rear of the 
house since it has already 
collapsed.

Joann Vitulli, who said 
her family has lived next 
door to the property for 40 
years, claimed the owner 
told her he is interested 
in fixing it up, but is going 
through a divorce, and 
doesn’t want to give up a 
newly renovated home to 
his soon-to-be ex-wife. But 

she said he’s peddled that 
excuse for 20 years, and 
taken no action.

And her son Joseph 
Vitulli, who lives with his 
mother, said the derelict 
space attracts homeless 
people who defecate and 
perform sexual acts in its 
yard, and teenagers who 
frequent the place on a 
weekly basis to drink and 
smoke marijuana.

“This home has be-
come much more than an 
eyesore. It is a quality-of-
life issue in the neighbor-
hood,” Vitulli said. “We see 
on a regular basis home-
less people going in there 
doing drugs and obscene 
acts in daylight right here 
in the front yard, children 
going in the backyard 
drinking and smoking, 
doing drugs. These are 
teenagers. This is an at-
tractive nuisance that in-
vites all these activities. 
They don’t care what hap-
pens here … Something is 
going to happen and then 
these authorities who are 
not doing anything about 
it now will have questions 
to answer.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Derelict property outrages 
residents in Flushing

A disused home with a collapsed rear entry is an attractive nuisance, residents say. 
Photo by Mark Hallum
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

New multi-service LGBT center opens in LIC
BY BILL PARRY

The Queens LGBT com-
munity gathered last week 
with elected officials to cel-
ebrate a new safe space in 
Long Island City that will 
offer health and educa-
tional services. The LGBT 
Network, a nonprofit or-
ganization now in its 25th 
year, cut the ribbon on its 
first full-service LGBT 
community center in the 
borough. The Q-Center, as 
it is called, is located at 37-
18 Northern Blvd.

“We’re going to have 
everything from educa-
tion to support to advo-
cacy to organizing,” LGBT 
Network President and 
CEO David Kilmnick said. 
“We’re going to be able to 
provide HIV testing on site 
and we’re going to have 
fun arts and cultural stuff 
for people to celebrate. We 
need to celebrate our com-
munity. We need to work 
across all different groups, 
and this center is going to 

provide that home and safe 
space.”

The Q-Center will 
serve all ages and offer 
programming such as the 
Safe Schools Initiative 
with more than 60 schools 
to establish gay-straight 
alliance clubs and offer 
educational workshops 
for students and faculty. 
The Q-Center will work to 
protect the LGBT commu-
nity against hate crimes, 
which are up 30 percent 
in the city since 2016, in a 
program with the Queens 
District Attorney’s Office 
and the NYPD.

“Today the LGBT com-
munity is facing chal-
lenges we didn’t think we 
would have to after eight 
years of progress under 
the Obama administra-
tion,” Kilmnick said. “Our 
new center is respondent 
to these challenges in front 
of us.”

Hate crimes against 
LGBT individuals now ac-
count for one-fifth of all 

hate crimes committed, 
Kilmnick added which U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) blamed 
on the era of Trump.

“In these trying times 
when so many communi-
ties, including the LGBT, 
have come under attack 
from this administration 

people feel helpless,” Crow-
ley said. “The support 
group is here now where 
they can feel safe and feel 
accepted and appreciated 
for who they are. No one 
should be picked on or bru-
talized. This center will go 
a long way towards help-
ing people come to terms 

with who they are.”
City Councilman Jim-

my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) attested to that 
notion offering a personal 
story having grown up just 
a few blocks away on 31st 
Avenue in Astoria where 
he went to Bryant High 
School.

When I was in high 
school I was extremely 
depressed, I was suicid-
al,” Van Bramer said. “I 
stopped going to school 
for months at a time. I was 
afraid that if I spoke in 
class people would here 
my voice and automatical-
ly know I was gay. That’s 
how terrified I was of be-
ing who I am today.”

An LGBT youth center 
on 13th Street helped Van 
Bramer come to terms 
with his identity and 
helped him come out and 
now he is the only openly 
gay and married member 
of the City Council.

“At Bryant High School 
today, while the world has 

changed so much, I’m sure 
that there is a student or 
someone at that school 
who is discovering his 
sexual orientation or gen-
der identity,” he said. “And 
he’s struggling to talk 
about it.”

That student would be 
enabled by friends and 
allies at the Q-Center, 
Van Bramer concluded. 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who is also open-
ly gay, agreed.

“It’s great to finally 
have a full-service LG-
BTQ community center in 
Queens,” Dromm said. “I 
look forward to working 
with the LGBT Network 
on the many desperately-
needed programs that they 
will bring to the borough 
and to fill the gap in the 
LGBTQ community.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

City Councilmen Daniel Dromm (l.) and Jimmy Van Bramer 
join multiple City and State officials at a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony at Long Island City’s new LGBT community center. 

Courtesy Dromm’s office
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Gianaris pushes bills
State Sen. wants stiffer penalties for unlicensed drivers who kill

BY BILL PARRY

In the wake of a fatal car 
crash that took the life of a 
13-year-old Ridgewood boy, 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) is calling on his 
colleagues to pass his bill 
that would increase the pen-
alty when a driver kills or 
seriously injures someone 
while driving with a sus-
pended or invalid license.

Kevin Flores was killed 
Jan. 27 when he was struck 
by an oil truck as he rode 
his bicycle in the Bedford-
Stuyvesant section of 
Brooklyn. The teen was 
taken to Interfaith Hospital 
with severe head trauma 
where he was pronounced 
dead, according to the 
NYPD.

The truck’s driver, 
Phillip Monfoletto, 28, of 
Deer Park, Long Island, 
remained at the scene and 
was arrested and charged 
with one count of aggravat-
ed unlicensed operation of a 
vehicle.

“This accident is yet 
another avoidable trag-
edy caused by a driver 
who should not have been 
behind the wheel to begin 
with,” Gianaris said. “Too 
many lives have been lost at 
the hand of drivers whose 
licenses are suspended or 
otherwise invalid because 
the punishment does not 
match the crime.”

Currently, the most se-
vere penalty a district at-
torney can seek in such in-

stances is a misdemeanor. 
Even with aggravating 
circumstances, the most se-
vere case is a class-E felony, 
punishable by up to four 
years in prison.

Rarely are convicted 
drivers sentenced to any jail 
time at all and they remain 
free to commit additional 
offenses. The perpetrator 
in this case was arrested 
multiple times in the past 
for the same offense and 
was still driving improp-
erly, according to Gianaris. 
The Gianaris measure 
would increase the penalty 
to a class-E felony for seri-
ously injuring a person and 

a class-D felony if the acci-
dent resulted in a death.

Gianaris, a longtime 
advocate for safer streets, 
introduced the bill, 
known as S. 3299, after 
8-year-old Noshat Nahian 
was killed by an unli-
censed driver while walk-
ing to P.S. 152 in Woodside 
in December 2013.  Mayor 
Bill de Blasio came to the 
school less than a month 
later to unveil his Vision 
Zero initiative.

When the measure 
passed in the Senate last 
year, Gianaris said there 
was an urgency to getting it 
signed into law.

“Too many lives have 
been lost at the hands of 
drivers who should not 
have been on the road in the 
first place,” Gianaris said 
at the time. “I am glad the 
Senate passed my bill and I 
urge the Assembly and Gov. 
Cuomo to follow suit and en-
act this important proposal 
into law immediately.”

The measure failed 
to pass in the Assembly, 
meaning the process begins 
anew.

Meanwhile, the Senate 
Democratic Conference 
rolled out a slate of legisla-
tion designed to curb illegal 
guns on New York’s streets 
Tuesday. Gianaris intro-
duced a bill that would ex-
tend the waiting period for 
background checks to be 
completed to 10 days from 
the current three. The bill 
would also include provi-
sions to require firearm 
dealers to alert law enforce-
ment of attempted criminal 
purchases of weapons.

“More responsible 
gun laws will make our 
communities safer, keep 
firearms away from dan-
gerous people and ensure 
preventable tragedies do 
not happen,” Gianaris 
said. “Senate Democrats 
will not stop fighting for a 
safer future for New York 
families.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris introduces legislation to combat 
gun violence and pushes his colleague to pass his safe streets 
bill after a Ridgewood teen was killed bu an unlicenses driver. 

Courtesy Gianaris’ office

City joins funding 
fi ght against Sessions

BY NAEISHA ROSE

New York City has joined 
22 other “sanctuary” cities 
and organizations across 
the country in a lawsuit 
against the U.S. Attorney’s 
office in response to the 
Trump Administration’s 
attempt to cut off funding to 
the Edward Byrne Justice 
Assistance Grant program.

The Byrne program is 
named for NYPD Officer 
Edward Byrne of the 103rd 
Precinct in Queens Village, 
who was killed in the line 
of duty nearly 30 years ago 
at age 22 while protecting 
an immigrant New Yorker 
who had reported criminal 
activity in his neighbor-
hood.

“It is particularly ironic 
for New Yorkers that the De-
partment of Justice threat-
ens to withhold funds from 
a grant named for a New 
York City police officer who 
heroically gave his life to 
protect an immigrant wit-
ness who was cooperating 
with law enforcement,” said 
attorney Zachary Carter of 
the New York City Corpora-
tion Counsel’s office.

According to the Mayor’s 
Office of Immigrant Affairs, 
New York City received $4.3 
million in Byrne Justice 
Assistance Grant funding 
last year, which was used 
for crimefighting analysts, 
prosecutions, drug treat-
ment and enforcement pro-
grams as well as NYPD 911 
dispatchers. The funding 
also allows local precincts 

to design their own format 
for combatting crime based 
on what is plaguing each 
district.

The Mayor’s Office of Im-
migrant Affairs claims that 
the effort to erode funding 
for the Byrne JAG program 
is a part of the President’s 
broader attack on cities like 
New York which are sanctu-
aries to immigrants regard-
less of their status.

The potential cut to fund-
ing comes at an interesting 
time in New York City’s his-
tory.

Last year, Police Com-
missioner James O’Neill 
announced the city’s largest 
decrease in crime in more 
than 50 years and a prison 
population that fell to a 35-
year low of 8,783 inmates.

“We’ve seen the lowest 
number of index crimes 
here since the ‘50s, and 
we’re — with informed, en-
gaged, and empowered com-
munities — going to keep 
pushing those numbers 
down even further,” O’Neill 
vowed.

“We’ve been carrying 
out a multi-pronged effort 
over the course of my first 
term to shrink our jail pop-
ulation, and today we see 
the results: a jail popula-
tion lower than it’s been in 
35 years,” Mayor DeBlasio 
said.

O’Neill said one of the 
major factors in bringing 
down crime across the 
city was Neighborhood 
Coordination Officer 
programming.
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THE BOYS ARE BACK!
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8 City unveils affordable housing plan for Willets Pt.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Affordable housing is 
finally coming to Willets 
Point. 

On Tuesday, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, Borough President 
Melinda Katz and Council-
man Francisco Moya (D-
Corona) unveiled their new 
plan for the abandoned land 
that promised construction 
of 1,100 affordable apart-
ments on six acres of Willets 
Point, starting in 2020. 

This new plan will offer 
225 additional affordable 
homes than the original 
development proposal. Ac-
cording to the mayor, this 
new plan will include three, 
100 percent affordable build-
ings including a standalone 
building with 220 homes for 
low-income seniors and also 
apartments for families at 
lower incomes than origi-
nally proposed. 

The one-million square 
foot project will also include 
a new 450-seat public elemen-
tary school, neighborhood 
retail and public open space 
and according to de Blasio 
the city will pursue addi-
tional school seats if more 
residential units on the site 
are built.

De Blasio said this proj-

ect will focus on the commu-
nity’s main concern, afford-
able housing.

“It’s time to jump-start 
Willets Point, and we are 
doing that by building more 
than a thousand homes for 
seniors and families strug-
gling to make ends meet,” 
he said. “ I look forward to 
working with Borough Pres-
ident  Katz and Councilman 
Moya to ensure these homes 

are delivered on time, and 
that we build even more af-
fordable homes, schools and 
parks across Willets Point,” 

The city will still work 
with developer Queens De-
velopment Group but the new 
plan increases the affordable 
homes to 1,100 across just six 
acres, compared to the 2013 
agreement, which would 
have produced 875 affordable 
homes across the entire 23-

acre development site. This 
new agreement will also 
provide more homes for in-
dividuals who earn less than 
$17,190, or $25,770 for a family 
of three. The city announced 
that nearly 100 apartments 
will be reserved for formerly 
homeless families and 220 
apartments for seniors. 

According to the mayor, 
environmental remediation 
of the 23 acres will be com-

pleted by the developers by 
the end of 2020 and by 2022 at 
least 500 of the project’s hous-
ing units are expected to be 
finished.

One of the more contro-
versial aspects of the 2013 
proposal has been modified 
as well, The city will retain 
ownership of the property 
through a long-term ground 
lease for the six-acre site. Un-
der the 2013 plan all of the 23 
acres would have been sold 
to the developers for only $1.

Last June the New York 
Court of Appeals ruled 
against the development of a 
proposed mega mall project, 
ruling that the developers 
needed approval from the 
state Legislature before mov-
ing on with the project to be 
built on parkland.

Willets Point United, a 
group of business owners 
in the area against eminent 
domain abuse, are not happy 
with the City’s decision to 
stick with original developer 
QDG. The group said if the 
initial phase of development 
is going to be limited to the 
Willets Point Phase One 
property without expanding 
the project onto public park-
land as QDG had proposed, 
then the City should re-start 
the developer selection pro-

cess, with no unwarranted 
special status given to QDG, 
Sterling Equities or The Re-
lated Companies.

“There is absolutely no 
basis to think that QDG is 
the “best” developer for this 
six-acre site and configura-
tion, because the de Blasio 
administration did not imple-
ment any competitive sealed 
proposal process (although 
it should have done so).” The 
group wrote in a blog post.

Recently elected council-
man Moya said the city will 
move forward with his pro-
posed task force where the 
community can give input 
on their  priorities and come 
up with recommendations 
for the remaining 17 acres of 
the development site.

“Willets Point has been 
12 years of bad politics and 
broken promises,” he said. 
“With this deal, we can look to 
providing some great housing 
relief for a lot of people who 
need it. By securing school 
seats, deep affordability, and 
senior housing we have ac-
complished something none 
of the previous iterations have 
been able to, and now with the 
task force I will co-chair, we 
can ensure this same commu-
nity minded development con-
tinues in future phases.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens rent prices 
dropped in 2017, accord-
ing to a new StreetEasy 
report. 

The real-estate web-
site reported that 28 per-
cent of Queens rentals 
received price cuts in the 
fourth quarter of 2017, fol-
lowing a citywide trend 
that showed 34 percent of 
Manhattan rentals see-
ing a price cut, as well as 
28 percent of rentals in 
Brooklyn.

Median rent in Queens 
dropped to $2,066 — a 1.3 
percent year-over-year 
decrease — in the final 
quarter of 2017, according 
to the report, which said 
Northwest Queens saw the 

biggest median decline in 
rent, with a 2.5-percent de-
crease to $2,129.

Rent cuts were most 
prevalent in Corona, 
where they declined by 
44 percent, followed by 
College Point, where they 
dropped by 36 percent, 
and Long Island City, 
where they fell by 33 per-
cent.

StreetEasy Senior 
Economist Grant Long at-
tributed the rent cuts to 
the winter’s usual market 
slowdown, and to new con-
struction. He said a f lood 
of new builds primarily 
propelled the rental mar-
ket’s slowdown over the 
last year, and that the 
fourth quarter’s rent cuts 
are more far-reaching 

than in previous years. 
“The cooling in the 

market is no longer limit-
ed to new, high-end build-
ings in select pockets of 
the city, there’s a broader 
trend of rents topping out 
across all price points,” 
Long said. “The slow-
down is forcing landlords 
across the city to cut 
deals, and renters now 
have the most negotiating 
leverage in years.”

StreetEasy reported 
that all sub-market rents 
grew less than two per-
cent year-over-year city-
wide.  

While rents have 
dropped, the new report 
said that Queens resale 
prices rose twice as fast 
as they did in 2016. The 

median resale price for 
condos, townhouses, and 
co-ops in the borough rose 
6.1 percent year-over-year 
to $509,217. 

Properties in Central 
and Northeast Queens, 
where resale prices went 
up more than 8 percent, 
led the borough’s price 
growth, the StreetEasy 
report said.

And Northeast Queens’ 
resale price, which grew 
by 8.2 percent to a median 
of $588,052, was the high-
est the real-estate site 
ever recorded in the area, 
according to its report.

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

The city revealed 1,100 affordable apartments would be coming to Willets Point.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Rent prices drop in Northwest Queens: StreetEasy

StreetEasy reported that Queens rentals received price cuts in the 
last quarter of 2017.
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE Valet Parking
FREE Lunch if you register by February 28th

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and more than 50 vendor booths showcasing a variety of facilities, products 
and services such as assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, legal advice, insurance options, adult 
day care, audiology, elder care options, community wellness initiatives, and more. 

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference
2018

QUEENS
Sunday, 
March 11th

9:30 am – 2 pm
SHAARE TOVA EVENTS CENTER
8233 Lefferts Boulevard
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

S P O N S O R S
as of Jan. 31, 2018
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10 Meng connects with hurricane victims in Puerto Rico

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After visiting Puerto Rico 
a week ago to asses the dam-
age and what work needs to 
be done, Congresswoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
brought a displaced Puerto 
Rican resident currently liv-
ing in Queens to last weeks 
State of the Union address. 

Meng, who has called for 
additional funding to the 
people of Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands for hur-
ricane relief, brought 33-year 
old Omar Miguel Nieves Del-
gado to President Trump’s 
address. Delgado was living 
in San Juan when Hurricane 
Maria struck and severely 
damaged his home. Delgado, 
a trained dancer, also lost 
his source of income after 
the island was devastated by 
the storm. He and his part-
ner were forced to relocate 
Queens and live with a close 
friend. 

 Meng said it was an hon-
or to bring Omar after every-
thing he had gone through. 
She said it was important not 
to forget that fellow Ameri-

cans in Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands are still 
suffering from the damage 
caused by Hurricanes Maria 
and Irma.

“I am proud to amplify 

Omar’s story of resilience, 
and I hope his attendance at 
the State of the Union will re-
mind the President, and my 
congressional colleagues, of 
our obligation to Puerto Rico 

and the U.S. Virgin Islands,” 
she said. Delgado called it an 
“incredible honor” to be Con-
gresswoman Meng’s guest 
for the State of the Union 
and being part of her effort 

to make sure that American 
citizens living in Puerto Rico 
are not forgotten.

 He said there is still tre-
mendous suffering in Puerto 
Rico that has led to no power, 
closed businesses, and the 
consequences of losing any 
opportunity for a bright fu-
ture. 

“For me, as an artist, I 
had the chance of leaving on 
a ship with a carry-on ten 
days after the hurricane hit 
in order to begin a new life 
in Queens,” he said. “But 
there many people who don’t 
have the same choice. The 
job is still not done and we 
feel as if we have been forgot-
ten. The struggles of Puerto 
Rico must continue to be ad-
dressed and I thank leaders 
like Congresswoman Meng 
for working to make a differ-
ence.” 

Meng spent two days in 
Puerto Rico last week assess-
ing recovery efforts from 
damage caused by Hurri-
cane Maria.

Meng received briefings 
on rebuilding, toured dam-
aged and impacted facilities, 

spoke with local residents 
and met with officials from 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. gov-
ernment. Meng visited the 
island as a member of the 
House Appropriations Com-
mittee, which is responsible 
for funding all federal agen-
cies, programs, and projects 
within the United States. 

During her visit she met 
with San Juan Mayor Car-
men Yulín Cruz at a relief 
supplies site where many 
of the donations were sent 
in by New Yorkers. Meng 
also toured Hospital Centro 
Medico, the largest public 
hospital on the island and 
received an update on the 
island’s health care needs 
from Dr. Rafael Rodríguez-
Mercado, Puerto Rico’s Sec-
retary of Health, as well as 
a tour of the San Agustín 
Elementary School where 
Meng spoke with students 
and teachers and heard 
about local education needs.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Nearly half of the city’s 
public school cafeterias 
are not up to health code, 
according to a recently 
published report by the 
City University of New 
York Graduate School of 
Journalism.

The report’s release 
comes after the schools 
started offering free 
meals to 1.1 million pub-
lic school children city-
wide. It revealed that 
nearly 700 school cafete-
rias  — almost half of the 
1,400 inspected by health 
officials in 2017 — were 
found to have at least one 
critical violation, which 
indicates the kinds of 
problems that could lead 
to food-borne illnesses.

Health Department 
inspectors found an aver-
age of two violations per 
school cafeteria visit. Of-

ficials noted that while 
some schools had no vio-
lations, others racked up 
more, driving up the av-
erage.

The report found that 
one out of every five of the 
citations was classified as 
a critical violation. More 
than half of the 1,150 crit-
ical violations reported 
in 2017 showed evidence 
of mice, rats, roaches and 
f lies in food preparation 
and consumption areas, 
the report said.

On July 12, 1,500 f lies 
were found at Ozone 
Park’s MS 137 cafeteria. 
The school’s kitchen pre-
pares more than 700 meals 
for five area schools. The 
Health Department gave 
the middle school two 
days to clean up and put 
all food in rat-proof con-
tainers. According to the 
report, while there was 
some improvement when 

an inspector returned 
July 17, f lies still loomed 
and the kitchen remained 
dirty. The school got an-
other two days to fix the 
violations; by the third 
try the problems were 
solved.

The four dozen schools 
with the worst health in-

spection records in 2017 
were found to serve some 
of the city’s poorest stu-
dents. The CUNY report 
said that city records 
showed that students 
who attend these schools 
tend to be disproportion-
ately minority group 
members.

The research also 
found that at least five 
suspected outbreaks of 
food-borne illnesses were 
suspected to stem from 
norovirus, and affected 
hundreds of students, in-
cluding 200 students at 
PS 12 in Woodside dur-
ing an outbreak in 2016.  

The school was shut down 
for the day after the out-
break, according to the 
CUNY report.

The Department of 
Health released a state-
ment regarding the re-
port’s findings, saying 
that in 2016, 97 percent 
of city schools passed in-
spection and “any viola-
tions were immediately 
addressed.”

“We are committed 
to working with the De-
partment of Education to 
ensure all students are 
provided with a safe and 
clean environment in our 
city’s schools,” the state-
ment said. “We will con-
tinue to hold school caf-
eterias to rigorous safety 
standards.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Congresswoman Meng with displaced Puerto Rican resident Omar Miguel Nieves Delgado and San 
Juan Mayor Carmen Yulín Cruz. Courtesy of Rep. Meng

Queens school cafeterias among the city’s worst: Report

A new report cites Ozone Park’s MS 137 cafeteria among the dirtiest in the city.
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Lobster Bisque or Butternut Squash
Maryland Crab Cake Tower  

over sauteed spinach and shiitake mushroom in remoulade sauce

Meatball w/salad  
fresh ricotta

Artichoke Française, Stuff ed Mushroom with a balsamic glaze
Roasted Beets, Baby Arugula, Goat Cheese 

in a honey mustard dressing

To Start (Choose one)

Entrees (Choose one)

Dessert (Choose one)

Chicken Sorrentino
Pan seared Chicken, prosciutto, eggplant, 

melted mozzarella in a brown sauce

Petite Filet Mignon 
with a bernaise sauce

hassle-back potato & string beans

Lobster Ravioli, lobster chunks 
in a pink sauce

Stuff ed Salmon
stuffed with crabmeat in lobster sauce over 

sauteed cabbage

Stuff ed Filet of Sole, scampi sauce
rice & string beans

Pork Chops, roasted & hot cherry 
peppers, balsamic glaze 

hassle-back potato & string beans

Heart Shaped Raspberry Sorbet
Chocolate Mousse Cake with a strawberry sauce

Red Velvet Cake with a cream cheese frosting
Panna Cotta Custard topped with fresh berries

Heart Shaped Vanilla Ice Cream, drizzled in dark chocolate

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Valentine’s Day

$38.95 Make a
Reservation

718-672-9696

Free 
Valet

Parking

Bar Specials if 
you are single 

and want to 
mingle

Chef
Neal Myers

Regular
Menu
will be
Available

Does not
include tax
and gratuity
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12
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Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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Iconic boro women recognized
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.
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Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

victim of check washing, 
costing them $4,000.

Last week Meng sent a 
letter to Elvin Mercado, 
the head of the USPS’ Tri-
boro District, urging him 
to take action and install 
anti-theft collection box-
es that have smaller slots 
throughout the borough. 
Meng said the smaller 
slots make it more diffi-
cult for thieves to steal 
the mail inside.

According to the con-
gresswoman, it is unac-
ceptable that Queens 
residents cannot safely 
leave their mail in USPS 
collection boxes. 

“Many of the victims 
of mail fishing are se-
niors who are particu-
larly vulnerable to these 
reprehensible schemes 
and have no means of 
protecting themselves,” 
she said. “USPS must 
act at once to stop this 
unconscionable crime. 
The agency must replace 
all collection boxes in 
Queens with anti-theft 

collection boxes to pre-
vent continued mail fish-
ing in our borough.” 

In her letter she said 
that mail fishing has be-
come so prevalent that lo-
cal police precincts have 
suggested that residents 
bring their mail directly 
to the post office and not 
leave it in local USPS col-
lection boxes. She said 
that it is not an accept-
able solution because 
post offices in her dis-
trict have limited hours, 
and residents cannot 
drop off mail when post 
offices are closed. 

“This also creates a 
significant barrier for 
seniors and disabled 
persons in my district, 
who have issues with 
mobility,” she wrote. 
“My constituents need 
the USPS to provide re-
lief, including, but not 
limited to, replacing 
all old USPS collection 
boxes with anti-theft 
collection boxes.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Mail
retail centers drawing cus-
tomers in Long Island, A.J. 
Levine, AAC’s Chief Opera-
tions Officer, said they had 
exhausted all other options 
to fill the space with another 
business and Lowe’s would 
be the only suitable one. But 
Lowe’s would require both 
spaces to operate and only af-
ter heavy renovation.

With five years still on 
its lease, MovieWorld owner 
Russell Levinson said their 
contract included the right 
of the shopping center to buy 
them out, which will pave 
the way for the closure if the 
variance was approved by 
the CB11.

During the public discus-
sion period, many residents, 
including one MovieWorld 
employee of 14 years who 
gave an impassioned speech, 
voiced their support for pre-
serving the theater as the 
best option for affordable tick-
ets for schools and the elderly 
on fixed incomes.

Macy’s closed hundreds 
of stores in 2017 as a result of 
its inability to keep up with 

online markets, executives 
of the company said, and in 
April this included the loca-
tion at Douglastion Plaza. 
But in January, permits 
had already been filed with 
the Dept. of Buildings for a 
Lowe’s to swallow both spac-
es occupied by Macy’s and 
MovieWorld, but these were 
permits were shot down by 
the agency. 

The space in which Ma-
cy’s operated was 157,000 sq. 
feet, but Lowes needs 250,000 
to operate, and would need to 
reenforce parts of the multi-
level structure to support 

their often heavy inventory.
David Koerne, Lowe’s 

director of engineering and 
construction, said the loca-
tion would not be feasible 
from a structural stand-
point if they did not expand 
the footprint of the current 
business because the low-
er level did not have high 
enough ceilings for much of 
its inventory.

During the meeting, au-
dience members contested 
this assessment and asked 
for repeated reiteration on 
why they would not be able 
to better utilize the space 

without consuming the 
movie theater. On more than 
two occasions, CB11 Chair-
woman Christine Haider 
threatened to call the police 
to remove members of the 
audience who spoke out of 
order.

When Koerne made the 
point that Lowe’s makes it 
an corporate initiative to 
“be a good neighbor” by 
hiring local residents, and 
especially veterans, one 
board member retorted that 
they can be good neighbors 
by not forcing the movie 
theater out of business.

Continued from Page 1 

CB 11

MovieWorld may be displaced with a variance allowing a Lowe’s to increase the footprint of the 
adjacent retail space. Courtesy of Movie World
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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smoother commute,” Cuomo said. 
“By modernizing and strengthen-
ing Queens’ transportation infra-
structure, we help meet the de-
mands of the 21st century traveler 
while spurring economic growth 
for the entire Empire State.”

The reconstructed bridges in-
clude the LIE mainline over the 
Grand Central, as well as the east-
bound and westbound LIE over the 
GCP. The decks and steel structures 
for all three bridges were replaced 
and the bridges were widened to 
create shoulders where none ex-
isted. In addition, the westbound 
entrance lane from the Van Wyck 
Expressway was extended, provid-
ing a longer merge distance to help 
reduce traffic congestion.

“The LIE/GCP interchange is 
a critical highway artery connect-
ing the four corners of Queens,” 
City Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) said. “The completion 
of this $58 million project is ex-
actly the sort of investment our 
community needs, and I’d like to 
thank Governor Cuomo and the 
State DOT for exceeding expecta-
tions and coming through nine 
months ahead of schedule.”

Lighting upgrades were in-

stalled on the LIE mainline and 
service roads between College Point 
Boulevard and the GCP, as well as 
beneath the LIE at the GCP. New 
LED lighting and upgraded cables 
have increased visibility there and 
are saving energy.

“Strong and resilient transpor-
tation infrastructure is critical to 
spurring local economies, connect-
ing travelers to their destinations 
and helping move New York for-
ward,” state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing) said.

Additional drainage structures 
were installed and existing ones 
were cleaned to facilitate storm wa-
ter run-off. Upgrades to the Intelli-
gent Transportation System, which 
helps publicize and manage traffic 
conditions, were also completed.

“Our roads need an urgent injec-
tion of investment to ensure they do 
not continue to deteriorate,” state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “We need to accelerate and 
make the modernization of our in-
frastructure a priority. The recon-
struction of these three bridges at 
the Long Island Expressway/Grand 
Central Parkway interchange is a 
good step toward the goal of modern-
izing our roads to improve safety.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Expressway
of Rev. Que English, the 
founder of the New York 
City Clergy Roundtable, 
a nonprofit that combines 
the efforts of religious 
and civic leaders in tack-
ling social problems. 

The purpose of the 
tour was to improve re-
lations between police 
officers and the African 
American community, 
said English. 

“Why are we doing 
this?” asked English to 
the crowd of hundreds at 
the church from all over 
Queens. 

“Its simple,” she said. 
“Public safety is a shared 
responsibility. While 
there are responsibilities 
that fall on NYPD, there 
are also responsibilities 
that fall on the commu-
nity, and communities 
of faith, because all of us 
are working together for 
the same end goal.” 

Rowena Taylor, a 
South Jamaica resident 
and member of the New 
Jerusalem church, was 

excited for the event as 
she sat in the pews. 

“The event is wonder-
ful,” Taylor said. “The 
exposure to what is go-
ing on in the community 
is amazing. Most people 
are not aware that if they 
have a problem, they 
could go to the 113th Pre-
cinct and that there is an 
officer at community af-
fairs who is in charge of 
the community.” 

Mary Robinson, who 
came all the way from 
Flushing, agreed with 
Taylor. 

“I think it is very 
informative,” Robinson 
said. “They are bringing 
the communities togeth-
er and I am so for it.”

After the Ferguson 
riots sparked by the un-
armed shooting death 
of Michael Brown in 
Missouri, the Eric Gar-
ner chokehold tragedy 
on Staten Island, and 
the  assassinations of 
NYPD officers Wenjian 
Liu and Rafael Ramos , 
Commissioner James 
O’Neill said it was time 
for the community and 
the police to work to-

gether and that meet-
ings like this were the 
solution. 

One of the ways he 
has helped to address 
bridging a gap between 
the African American 
community and police 
officers is through the 
Neighborhood Coordi-
nation Officer initia-
tive. 

“We embarked on a 
structural change back 
in May of 2015, and that 
was a direct result of 
what has transpired,” 
O’Neill said. “It is the 
neighborhood policing 
philosophy.”

According to Depart-
ment Chief Terrance 
Monahan, the purpose 
of the NCO initiative 
and precision polic-
ing is to work with the 
99 percent of residents 
who are doing good to 
root out that one per-
cent who are commit-
ting crimes, instead of 
a blanketed approach to 
targeting criminals. 

When it comes to 
tackling quality-of-life 
issues, the commis-
sioner said the NYPD 

has reduced arrests and 
summonses and chosen 
a civil option to tack-
ling low-level crimes, 
issuing fines instead of 
clogging the court sys-
tem.

Some of the ways the 
NCOs are reaching out 
to youth is through the 
Explorer’s program, the 
Youth Leader Council 
and a cadet program. 

Tracee Keesee, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Equity and Inclusion, 
says that through these 
programs, police get to 
know the youth in their 
neighborhood, and kids 
get to the opportunity 
to see what police do, 
like attending firearm 
training at the College 
Point Academy. 

 The elected officials 
at the event were Assem-
blywoman Alicia Hynd-
man (D–Springfield Gar-
dens), state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D–St. Albans), 
Councilman and newly 
appointed chair of pub-
lic safety Donovan Rich-
ards (D–Laurelton) and 
Public Advocate Letitia 
James.

Continued from Page 1 
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue    Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014    ZumStammtisch.com

Join Us Every Thursday

Dram & Draft

Zum Stammtisch
presentand

3 Dram Flight 

PLUS

6pm to Close
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