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Elected officials and a 
neighborhood grocer cele-
brated a change to the city De-
partment of Transportation’s 
Select Bus Service route on 
Cross bay Boulevard, which 
will restore roadside parking 
during certain hours to quell 
the negative impact the No-
vember launch of the contro-
versial bus lane has had on 
commerce.

The curbside bus lanes 
were originally active during 
rush hour from 7 a.m. to 10 
a.m. and 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday, but 
now Cross Bay Boulevard is 
available for parking all day 
on Saturday.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), state As-
semblywoman Stacy Pheffer 
Amato (D-Rockaway Beach) 
and Rose Chimienti, the 
owner of the C-Town Super-
market at 107-66 Cross Bay 

Blvd. spoke about the change 
at a Feb. 8 news conference in 
Ozone Park.

“Today really is a perfect 
snapshot about how govern-
ment should work. Business 
owners, residents and others 
complained to their elected 
officials about a Select Bus 
Service that started in No-
vember, wanting change, and 
change occurred,” Addabbo 
said. “These businesses along 
this stretch of Cross Bay Bou-
levard get parking back on 
a Saturday. It’s big for them. 
Many of these businesses lost 
customers, lost money. With-
out customers there’s no busi-
ness, without business there’s 
no jobs.”

Pheffer Amato remarked 
on the continuing commu-
nity opposition to the bus 
lanes which was heated from 
the day DOT released the 
proposed plans to revamp 
Woodhaven and Cross Bay 

Lunar New Year begins with a parade that stops traffic from the Queens Library on Main Street to 
Flushing Town Hall. The grand parade is set for Saturday at 11 a.m. See story on Page 8.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

WAVING IN THE NEW YEAR
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

College Point residents 
have been treading water for 
long enough. 

State Sen. Tony Avella  (D-
Bayside) joined residents of 
Powells Cove Boulevard last 
Friday to call on the city to 
finally address a major flood-
ing condition that residents 
say has plagued the commu-
nity for over 20 years.

Avella and residents stood 
on the corner of Powells Cove 
Blvd. and 126th St. around 
a large pool of water that 
amassed from rainfall earlier 

in the week that had frozen 
over and showed no signs of 
going away. 

According to residents 
who have dealt with this is-
sue for years, they expect the 
floodwaters to stay there well 
into spring. Avella said he has 
been working with residents 
for the last two years to bring 
the issue to the attention to 
different city agencies.  

Avella said the location 
has been inspected by mul-
tiple city agencies, including 
the Department of Trans-
portation, which blamed the 
flooding on a lack of storm 

sewers at the location, and 
claimed that the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
must address that before DOT 
can address the road issues. 

Over the summer, Avella 
brought the issues up to the 
DEP, which said it would open 
a 90-day investigation of the 
location — but to this date, 
neither he nor the residents 
have heard what that investi-
gation concluded.

A DEP spokesman said 
that City engineers are still 
working to determine what 
upgrades to Powell’s Cove 

Continued on Page 50

Flood trend must end

Community rejoices change 
to Select Bus Service route

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo and Assemblywoman Stacy Pheffer Amato 
praised DOT for offering relief to business owners affected by the new 
SBS route on Cross Bay Boulevard. Photo by Mark Hallum

College Pt. residents demand city fi x damaged roads
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BY MARK HALLUM

Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) reintroduced a 
bill to City Hall which will 
mandate an animal shelter 
be built in Queens as part of 
the advocacy work he began 
in 2016 to bring relief to over-
burdened receiving centers 
and reduce euthanasia.

Vallone received the 
green light to build a shelter 
in the Bronx and Queens in 
May 2016 along with $10 mil-
lion from the city’s FY 2017 
executive budget, but with 
the Bronx center already in 
the works, he claimed his 
new bill ensures an adoption 
facility is established in his 
home borough.

“Receiving centers are 
not enough! They do not pro-
vide shelter or medical care 
for homeless animals, nor do 
they provide a place to re-
cover lost pets before they’re 
euthanized,” Vallone said. 
“Most importantly, since 
animals brought to these 
receiving centers in Queens 
must be transported to a full 
service shelter in the other 
boroughs, their continued 
absence places insurmount-
able pressure on the existing 
facilities, which already op-
erate at maximum capacity. 
In the end, homeless ani-
mals are the ones that face 
the consequences of this 
pressure, as many other-
wise healthy pets are lost to 
euthanasia.”

Under the leadership 
of Vallone’s father, former 
Council Speaker Peter Val-
lone, a 2000 law required the 
city to add an animal shelter 
in every borough in the city. 
This, however, was repealed 
by a 2011 bill known as Local 
Law 59, Vallone said.

“Throughout the last 
four years, [City Council] 
Speaker [Corey] Johnson 
and I have fought to make 

full service animal shelters 
a reality for Queens and 
the Bronx. I applaud the 
administration for moving 
forward with the new Bronx 
shelter as it reflects their 
commitment to this impor-
tant issue,” Vallone said. “If 
it were its own city, Queens 
alone would rank as the na-
tion’s fourth largest and it is 
unacceptable that no animal 
shelter currently exists.”

Projections released at a 
May 2016 news conference 
by Vallone and Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oak-
land Gardens), as well as 
NYCLASS Executive Direc-
tor Allie Taylor, showed that 
New York City pet adoptions 
could more than double 
from installing new animal 
shelters. In 2016, adoptions 
from city shelters numbered 
at 7,158. The number is es-
timated to reach 16,000 by 
2018.

“It really is a scandal that 
we don’t have a full service 
shelter in Queens,” Groden-
chik said in 2016. “To get to 
Brooklyn, which is the near-
est shelter, it begs the ques-
tion of why this has taken so 
long. This has been a quest 
for so many civic leaders and 
animal lovers for so long. We 
will hold this administra-
tion’s feet to the fire. We do 
want to thank Mayor de Bla-
sio for taking this step.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) is praising a 
landmark decision that deter-
mined that judges should con-
sider a defendant’s ability to pay 
before setting bail.

Dutchess County Supreme 
Court Justice Maria Rosa ruled 
that setting cash bail for a de-
fendant without considering his 
or her ability to pay violates the 
constitutional rights of due pro-
cess and equal protection. 

The decision came after a 
New York Civil Liberty Union 
lawsuit on behalf of Christo-
pher Kunkeli, who spent three 
months in jail in Poughkeepsie 
on a petit larceny charge after a 
judge set his bail for $5,000. Ac-
cording to the NYCLU, Kunkeli 
only earned $10,000 a year, mak-
ing his bail half of his yearly 
earnings. Kunkeli pleaded guilty 
to the petit larceny charges and 
was released on time served last 
month. 

Rosa ruled that the bail was 
set at an unreasonable amount, 
saying freedom should not 
depend on an individual’s eco-
nomic status.

“Protection against discrimi-
nation is never more important 
than when a person’s freedom is 
at stake,” Rosa wrote. “Since one 
accused of a crime in the United 
States is presumed innocent un-
til proven guilty, the setting of 
bail is supposed to be limited to 
those defendants who are either 
a danger to a specific individual 
or to the public or who pose a 
flight risk.”

The U.S. Supreme Court has 
held that imprisoning someone 
solely because of their poverty 
violates the Fourteenth Amend-
ment’s guarantees of equal pro-
tection and due process.

Despite this, tens of thou-
sands of New Yorkers like Kun-
keli who cannot afford bail are 
kept in jail simply because they 
cannot afford to pay. The NY-

CLU said it is seeking a ruling 
that could set standards for state 
courts and lead to large reduc-
tions in the numbers of New 
Yorkers held before trial.

New York’s bail statute al-
lows judges to consider alterna-
tives to restrictive forms of bail, 
according to the NYCLU. Alter-
natives include unsecured and 
partially-secured bond and pre-
trial release services, which are 
available in most counties and 
have been successful at ensuring 
participants appear in court. 

The NYCLU said the judge in 
Kunkeli’s case set his $5,000 bail 
and $10,000 bond without con-
sidering his ability to pay, and 
ordered him jailed in Dutchess 
County when he could not come 
up with the money. 

In Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
annual State of the State Ad-
dress last month, he proposed 
ending the use of cash bail in 
low-level cases. Manhattan Dis-
trict Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr., 
Brooklyn DA Eric Gonzalez 
and Westchester County DA 
Anthony Scarpino Jr. have all 
announced that their prosecu-
tors will no longer be requesting 
monetary bail in most low-level 
or misdemeanor cases. Queens 

DA Richard Brown has stated 
that the numbers in the borough 
show that the current policy on 
bail in misdemeanor cases when 
a defendant has a history of not 
showing up to court works. 

Lancman, who also serves 
as the chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Justice System, 
has been at the forefront of the 
bail reform movement in New 
York City. In 2015 he convened 
a Courts & Legal Services Com-
mittee hearing to examine the 
current bail system  and he is 
also the prime sponsor of legis-
lation to provide judges with de-
fendants’ financial information 
at arraignment.

He said this ruling is a step in 
the right direction 

“This landmark ruling sets 
an important standard for our 
judges that setting bail without 
first considering a defendant’s 
ability to pay is a violation of 
both the United States and New 
York Constitutions,” he said. “As 
chair of the Committee on the 
Justice System, I will continue to 
support programs that provide 
judges with defendant’s finan-
cial information prior to setting 
bail, like the Vera Institute’s Bail 
Project.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo proposed ending the use of cash bail in low-level 
cases at his annual State of the State address last month 
         Courtesy of Gov. Cuomo’s office

New bail considerations Bill aims to put animal 
shelters in fi ve boroughs

The years-long fight to bring an 
animal shelter to Queens contin-
ues with a new bill to bolster the 
initiative already set in motion.

Justice: ‘Freedom should not depend on economic status’



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 16–22, 2018 3  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

www.metrocitybank.com

Fort Lee Branch

Bayside Branch

- Commercial & SBA Loans - 
Kenny Hong 201-720-8166

Joseph Kim 646-740-8997

- Residential Mortgage Loans (NMLS#874399) -
Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288

Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-693-7006 

10 Month CD 
1.80% APY*

The rate is effective as of January 24, 2018 and subject to change without notice

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield          *Minimum $1,000 to open 
*Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal before maturity

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.
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Report: Queens Museum heads misled Board

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new report has deter-
mined that former Queens 
Museum director Laura Ra-
icovich and deputy director 
David Strauss used poor 
judgement and knowingly 
misled the board when they 
cancelled a historic recre-
ation of the 1947 vote that 
established the state of Is-
rael last August. 

Raicovich resigned as 
the museum’s director on 
Jan. 26 after having served 
in that capacity for three 
years. In that time, she gen-
erated some controversy by 
being politically outspoken.

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Flushing) and As-
semblyman Mike Simanow-
itz (D-Flushing) called for 
her resignation after the 
museum announced it was 
canceling a re-enactment 
of the vote to partition Pal-
estine to form Israel on the 
70th anniversary of the 

State of Israel.
The legislators called 

on the NYC Human Rights 
Commission to investigate 
Raicovich’s decision as a 
violation of Title 8 of the 
city’s Administrative Code, 
also known as the City Hu-
man Rights Law.

Lancman claimed that 
the decision by the museum, 
a public accommodation, 
had represented a discrimi-
natory refusal to provide 
full and equal enjoyment 
of its services based on re-
ligion and national origin, 
both protected classes un-
der the law, as well as an 
unlawful boycott.

A few hours later, Queens 
Museum said the event was 
back on and in November 
the museum hosted the 
event, which UN ambas-
sadors, Jewish leaders and 
Vice President Mike Pence 
attended. 

Law firm Katten Muchin 
Rosenman issued a report 

of its findings after a three-
month investigation follow-
ing the cancellation.

The report said  Rai-
covich “showed immedi-
ate hostility to hosting the 
event at the museum” and 
felt that Vice President 
Mike Pence’s involvement 

was “problematic for the 
museum.”

The report also noted 
that Raicovich never dis-
closed her involvement as 
an editor of the 2017 book 
”Assuming Boycott,” even 
though the book promi-
nently identifies her as di-
rector of the museum and 
includes a foreword she 
co-wrote that states the 
goals discussed in the book 
are “complemented by pro-
grams, exhibitions and edu-
cational initiatives” at the 
museum. The book supports 
the boycott, divestment and 
sanctions movement, or 
BDS, a controversial move-
ment that calls for a boycott 
of Israel. 

The report went on to say 
that Raicovich and Strauss 
“misled” the board and 
“otherwise failed to com-
port themselves with the 
standards consistent with 
their positions.”

The director and deputy 

director were both offered 
the opportunity to resign. 
Raicovich resigned and 
Strauss was terminated by 
the board, according to the 
report.  

The report concluded 
that because the museum 
had inadequate written pol-
icies and procedures, the 
board was reliant on the in-
formation it received from 
Raicovich and Strauss in 
making its decision regard-
ing the event. 

“Based on the findings of 
this investigation, we have 
recommended that the Board 
review and improve its poli-
cies and procedures in an ef-
fort to avoid similar distrac-
tions in the future, so that 
the museum can focus on its 
mission and the community,” 
the report said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

LAURA RAICOVICH

Investigation reveals former director ‘showed immediate hostility’ to hosting Israel event
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FLIP

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Queens Borough President 

Melinda Katz recommended 
approving last week the rezon-
ing and site selection of the 
NYPD’s new 116th Precinct sta-
tion house.

The new precinct will be 
located at 242-20 North Conduit 
Ave. in Rosedale, according to 
the borough president’s office.

“The need for this new 116th 
Precinct was first identified 
generations ago by the fami-
lies of Laurelton, Rosedale, 
Brookville and Springfield Gar-
dens,” said Katz. “The plans are 
moving forward expeditiously 
toward fruition.”

The borough president’s ap-
proval came after the NYPD 
presented its application two 
weeks ago at her Land Use Pub-
lic Hearing at Borough Hall in 
Kew Gardens.

The proposal would rezone 

a parking lot within Commu-
nity Board 13 into a two-story 
building that would be 45,000 
square feet.

“Once built, the creation 
of the new NYPD 116th Pre-
cinct station house will help 
fulfill that need by improving 
response times and having a 
more proactive presence closer 
to the neighborhoods it protects 
and serves,” said Katz. 

The project was funded in 
full by the mayor’s office with 
a commitment of $70 million in 
capital for the new precinct and 
station house.

With Katz’s affirmative rec-
ommendation, the project can 
now move forward to the City 
Planning Commission and the 
City Council for review. 

Another purpose of the new 
precinct is to provide relief for 
the 105th Precinct, which is 
one of the largest in the city. 

Borough president OK’s 
new 116th Precinct site

Queens shows city’s largest 
improvement in grad rates

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The mayor’s office an-
nounced last week that out of 
the five boroughs, Queens had 
the largest improvement in 
terms of graduation and drop-
out rates.

The graduation rate in 
Queens increased by 1.7 per-
cent to 77.8 percent in 2017, up 
from 76.1 percent in 2016, ac-
cording to a chart from Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s office. 

The dropout rate for 
Queens’ students is depicted 
in the chart as going down by 
1.3 percent to 6.4 percent in 
2017.

According to de Blasio, the 
city’s four-year high school 
graduation rate is the highest 
on record at 74.3 percent and 
the dropout rate is now the 
lowest ever at 7.8 percent.

“New York City is showing 

that when we invest in our 
students, they rise to the chal-
lenge and do better and bet-
ter,” said de Blasio. “Our kids 
are graduating high school 
and going to college at record 
rates, while dropping out less 

than ever before. If we are go-
ing to make New York City the 
fairest big city in America, it 
starts with giving our kids the 
education they deserve, and 
we are executing this vision 
every day.” 

The improvements in grad-
uation rates and the decline in 
dropout rates were also seen 
across all ethnic groups as 
well. 

Asian students had the 
highest percent gain in gradu-
ation rates, while the biggest 
decline in dropout rates was 
among black students. 

Nearly 30 of the renewal 
schools  across the city had im-
proved, too. 

Renewal schools are institu-
tions that have struggled for a 
few years or were persistently 
struggling for several years, 
but receive funding in hopes 

BY MARK HALLUM

Rev. Al Sharpton’s weekly 
rally in Harlem brought to the 
podium a senior at Christ the 
King High School in Middle Vil-
lage who was told he could not 
put the name Malcolm X on a 
school sweatshirt.

Malcolm Xavier Combs said 
he was told by a staff member he 
should not be “associated with 
that name” when he ordered the 
shirt through the school to have 
his first name and middle ini-
tial printed on the back because 
of the perception that the civil 
rights leader endorsed terror-
ism.

“I was in AP English when 
I was called down to the office,” 
Combs said of his interaction 
with Assistant Principal Ve-
ronica Arbitello “They told me 
to wait in the office. Once she got 
there, she told me she could not 
put my name on the sweater. She 
said I did not want to be associ-
ated with that name. She asked 
me if that was my real name and 
I said yes... Her husband walked 
into the office and she said, ‘This 
is the new Malcolm X,’ and she 
laughed at me... I was silent the 

whole time because I was in 
shock that in this year that she 
would say something like that.’”

But Christ the King’s chair-
man of the board, Serphin Mal-
tese, who once served as state 

senator in the district now repre-
sented by Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), claimed the 
order form for sweaters only al-
lowed for first and last names, 
and sometimes nicknames. He 

said this had been misconstrued 
by the family and in media re-
ports.

“The recent articles about 
one of our students and Malcolm 
X has, unfortunately, been taken 

out of context and has been mis-
construed,” Maltese said. “When 
this student’s family raised the 
issue about the name he wished 
on the sweatshirt, the school 
readily agreed to meet and dis-
cuss the matter. Unfortunately, 
before that meeting took place, 
this became a media issue.”

He also said the school places 
a high priority on educating its 
students on Malcolm X as well 
as other African-American lead-
ers.

Combs stood on stage at the 
National Action Network on 
145th Street with his parents and 
Ilyasah Shabazz, the daughter of 
Malcolm X, where they confront-
ed the perception that the civil 
rights leader was a terrorist.

The notion of Malcolm X as a 
terrorist stemmed from a fiery 
speech given days before his Feb. 
21, 1965 assassination in Wash-
ington Heights in which he con-
doned black retribution against 
hate groups and bigots such as 
the Ku Klux Klan, according to 
news reports at the time.

“A teacher said, ‘You cannot 
use that name. Why would you 
use a role model like Malcolm 

Rev. Al Sharpton rallied for Christ the King High School senior Malcolm Xavier Combs who was told by staff he 
was not allowed to put “Malcolm X” on a sweatshirt. Photo by Mark Hallum

Graduation rates are up and 
dropout rates are down for 
public schools across all five 
boroughs, according to Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Farina.  

NYC Board of Education

Sharpton rallies for CTK student
Controversy over ‘Malcolm X’ school sweatshirt creates media firestorm

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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FLIP

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Rowdy attendees disrupted 
a Feb. 8 School Construction 
Authority meeting at Queens 
Borough Hall in Kew Gardens, 
protesting against one school’s 
closure and a lack of funding 
for repairs and additions at 
others.

Parents, students, and 
teachers from PS/MS 42 railed 
against the Far Rockaway 
renewal school’s closure — 
which Schools Chancellor Car-
men Fariña announced last 
year — repeating chants of 
“Save 42!” before the meeting 
even began.

The school issued a press 
release days after the meeting, 
stating that it only reached five 
out of its seven target goals for 
improvement. But the learn-
ing house managed to incre-
mentally increase its math 
and ELA scores by 10.5 points, 

received an 86-percent score 
for rigorous instruction, and 
clocked a 97.3-percent teacher-
attendance score from the 
DOE, according to the Feb. 13 
release, which noted the Far 
Rockaway school’s effective 
leadership and collaborative 
teachers.

Reps from the William Cul-
len Bryant High School also at-
tended the session, where they 
complained about a host of is-
sues including broken lockers 
containing rat feces, damaged 
auditorium seats, an antiquat-
ed sound system, peeling paint, 
asbestos, and an athletic field 
with broken turf that resulted 
in one student’s injury.

“When the paramedics 
said ‘wiggle your feet’ and she 
couldn’t wiggle them, I hon-
estly didn’t think she would be 
able to walk again,” the school’s 
Assistant Principal Bill Mano-

Parents, students rally 
to save Far Rock school

Queens reps vote ‘no’ on 
DACA-excluding budget deal

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Queens Democrats in the 
House of Representatives re-
soundingly voted against an 
over-$400-billion, two-year 
spending bill that excluded 
measures on immigration and 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals on Feb. 9 after a brief, 
eight-hour government shut-
down.

“After claiming Mexico was 
going to pay for the ill-conceived 
wall, [President] Trump is now 
insistent on forcing American 
taxpayers to foot the bill, hold-
ing DREAMers hostage in the 
meantime,” said Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica). “I voted 
against this bill because it 
failed them.”

Reps. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing), Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), and Nydia Velázquez 
(D-Brooklyn) who represents 

parts of Queens all called into 
question the ethics of the bill.

“At its core, a budget is a 
moral document, and this one 
fails the American people,” 
said Meng.

Crowley said that the bill 
would “bankrupt the Ameri-

can middle class.”
Velazquez accused the Pres-

ident of using the budget deal to 
do the “unthinkable” by taking 
away “food from the plates of 
hungry children in an effort to 
pay for” the massive GOP tax 
cut for the wealthy.

In the bill, $1.4 trillion would 
be slashed from Medicaid over 
a decade and $138 billion would 
be eliminated from SNAP. The 
Child Tax Credit and Earned 
Income Credit would be re-
duced by $25 billion, and $189 
million would be slashed from 
the Community Development 
Block Grant initiative, which 
supported recovery efforts af-
ter Superstorm Sandy, accord-
ing to Velázquez. 

Despite Queens Dems dig-
ging in their heels against the 
budget deal, which will also 
hike the debt ceiling, it went 

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Friends and family celebrat-

ed the life of Anthony Perez, the 
11-year-old who died saving his 
friend after he fell into a frozen 
pond in Forest Park Feb. 6. 

Mourners gathered at Glen-
dale’s Walsh-La Bella & Son fu-
neral home Sunday and Monday 
afternoon to pay their respects 
to the boy who died from hypo-
thermia. 

Anthony and his friend, Juan 
Umpierrez, 12, were playing on 
the frozen waters of Strack Pond 
in Forest Park when Juan fell 
through the ice, according to 
police. Anthony rushed to help 
Juan, fell in himself, and was 
unable to get out of the freez-
ing water. Police said Juan ran 
home to call 911 and when the 
FDNY arrived, firefighters had 
to break through the ice with 
their hands so they could get to 
the area where they knew An-
thony would most likely be, then 
went into the water to get him.

Firefighters tried to revive 
Anthony once they retrieved 
his body from the pond but 
were unable to. He was pro-
nounced dead at Jamaica 

Hospital, police said. 
Shortly afterward during a 

press conference FDNY Deputy 
Chief George Healy implored 
parents to make sure their kids 
know the ice on the lakes and 

ponds of the city are not safe 
places to play.

“It won’t support your 
weight,” he said. “Please stay off 
the ice. There are signs around 
all the lakes in the city and we 

implore you: Tell your children 
it can have tragic consequences. 
Again, the ice looks to be safe, 
it looks to be thick, but the tem-
perature today was well above 
freezing.”

Immediately after his death, 
the Glendale community united 
to honor Anthony, who they have 
hailed as a hero for his actions. 
A GoFundMe page has been set 
up in his honor and has already 
surpassed its $15,000 goal in less 
than a week, raising $22,738 
and counting as of Monday. The 
page, set up by a family friend 
on behalf of Anthony’s mother, 
asked for friends to help “assist 
his family with the expenses of 
burying this sweet boy.”

“On Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2018 
young Anthony Perez became a 
hero and an angel all in the same 
day,” the page read. “While help-
ing his friend get out of Strack 
Pond in Forest Park, Queens, 
he fell in himself and although 
Glendale’s brave firefighters 
pulled him out soon later, it 
wasn’t soon enough to save this 
hero’s life.”

Dozens of donators left their 
condolences on the page, many 
from Anthony’s friends, par-
ents and the staff at his middle 
school PS 113.

Elizabeth Walter shared her 
condolences with the Perez fam-
ily. 

The Glendale community has raised thousands for Anthony Perez.             GoFundMe

DACA recipients have to wrestle 
with the possibility of deportation 
if an agreement is not reached dur-
ing an immigration debate Friday.  

Photo by Jose Luis Magana/AP

Glendale community honors ‘hero’ boy 
11 year-old died saving friend from drowning in the frozen waters of Strack Pond 

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Bringing a new level of health care to 

Queens, the physicians of Mount Sinai 

Doctors Forest Hills are now offering 

personalized care in your neighborhood 

for you and your family, striving to develop 

ongoing relationships that last a lifetime.

Our brand new, 12,000 square-foot 

multispecialty practice combines a state-

of-the-art facility with the compassionate care 

of the Mount Sinai Health System and the 

world renowned expertise of our physicians. 

Patients receive primary and specialty care 

near home, and have access to the prominent 

experts, advanced treatments and latest 

protocols available at Mount Sinai’s seven 

hospitals and the Icahn School of Medicine 

at Mount Sinai.

Whether you or a loved one need treatment 

for a new condition, an ongoing concern, or 

need a second opinion, the physicians of 

Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills are here 

for you.  We invite you to stop by and visit.

Mount Sinai 
Doctors 
Forest Hills
99-01 Queens Blvd.
Rego Park, NY 11374

Call for an appointment: 
866-964-9206

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills

BY BILL PARRY

Less than a week after a Rikers 
Island prison guard was viciously at-
tacked by six alleged gang members 
and hospitalized with a fractured 
spine and bleeding on the brain, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio announced an 
agreement Wednesday to move for-
ward with the closing of the noto-
rious prison complex by creating a 
borough-based jail system.

City Council members from 
Queens, Brooklyn, the Bronx and 
Manhattan, Speaker Corey Johnson 
and the Mayor agreed to a single 
public review process for four pro-
posed sites that together will pro-
vide space for 5,000 detainees.

“This agreement marks a huge 
step forward on our path to closing 
Rikers Island,” de Blasio said. “In 
partnership with the City Council, 
we can now move ahead with cre-
ating a borough-based jail system 
that’s smaller, safer and fairer. I 
want to thank these representatives, 
who share our vision of a more re-
habilitative and humane criminal 
justice system that brings staff and 
detainees closer to their communi-
ties.”

In Queens, the city identified 
the old Queens Detention Center in 
Kew Gardens after nearly a dozen 
Queens council members suggest-
ed the former jail in October. City 
Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills), the chairwoman of the 
Queens delegation, spearheaded the 
“unprecedented” move with former 
councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley.

“The reopening of the Queens 
Detention Center not only makes 
sense, but it’s the right thing to do,” 
Koslowitz said. “This proposal re-
stores the Center back to its original 
purpose and ensures that Queens’ 
borough-based jail facility is locat-
ed in our civic center, close to our 
courts. This smaller facility will 
bolster the safety for our Depart-
ment of Correction staff, will create 
an environment that is more condu-
cive to rehabilitation and will save 
taxpayer dollars in transportation 
costs.”

The safety of DOC personnel be-
came a hot-button issue since Satur-
day’s attack on Correction Officer 
Jean Souffrant, 39, who was sucker 
punched by an inmate and then bru-
tally kicked by five others. Four of 
the inmates pleaded not guilty in a 
Bronx courtroom Monday. 

De Blasio spoke with Souffrant 
and members of his family in a 
phone call Sunday, and he called 
the officer a “noble man.” Elias 

Husamudeen, the president of the 
Correction Officers’ Benevolent As-
sociation, is criticizing the Mayor 
for banning solitary confinement 
for inmates 21 years old and younger 
in 2016, a move Correction officers 
contend takes away one of their most 
effective tools.

But de Blasio was adamant that 
the ban would not be rescinded 
and instead the administration an-
nounced Wednesday it will invest 
$4.5 million to fund a rapid increase 
of safety and security measures 
designed to immediately address 
violence against DOC officers. The 
enhancements, which will be com-
pleted by the end of June, include 
more Emergency Services Unity pa-
trol groups, expanding the number 
of tasers for emergency personnel 
and select uniform staff, boosting 
cooperation and coordination with 
the NYPD on intelligence-sharing 
and gang intelligence training, and 
assigning NYPD gang intelligence 
staff to DOC facilities.

“With these high-visibility and 
comprehensive measures, we send 
a clear message to the gangs and 
violent inmates behind the recent 
attacks against our officers: We 
aren’t tolerating it,” DOC Commis-
sioner Cynthia Brann said. “These 
steps will be taken immediately to 
boost safety to our staff, especially 
those working in our highest risk fa-
cilities. We want all our officers and 
staff that we have their backs, and 
they have the full support of the se-
curity apparatus at the department’s 
disposal. We are acting aggressively 
to make sure our jails are safe.”

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-

mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Borough-based prison
coming to Kew Gardens

The de Blasio administrations’ plan to 
close the prison complex and replace it 
with borough-based jails is moving for-
ward after an agreement with the City 
Council. Photo by Michael Shain 
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Set on 56 waterfront acres, Garvies Point is the North Shore’s most dynamic new community. 
Offering a lifestyle totally unique to Long Island, The Beacon comprises 167 picturesque one,
two and three bedroom condominiums all within one hour of Manhattan. Priced from $575,000.

The complete terms are in an Offering Plan available from Sponsor. File No. CD17-0068. Artist Rendering.

TheBeaconAtGarviesPoint.com ·  516.874.4404 · 49 Herb Hill Road, Glen Cove, NY  
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Flushing community 
is preparing to kick off the 
Year of the Dog with Lunar 
New Year celebrations.

Weeks of small celebrations 
throughout Queens are lead-
ing up to the borough’s biggest 
event to commemorate the new 
year, Flushing’s Lunar New 
Year Parade on Saturday. 

The Lunar New Year is 
an important holiday across 
Southeast and Eastern Asia, 
where it is celebrated by the 
Chinese, Taiwanese, Viet-
namese, Japanese, Koreans 
and Malaysians. It is meant to 
mark the start of a new work 
year with wishes for profits 
and success.

Festivities include fire-
works and firecrackers to see 
off the old year and welcome 
in the new, as well as the ex-
change of red envelopes filled 
with money — also known as 
“lucky money” — which are 
given to ensure luck and safety 
for the rest of the year.

Flushing, which is home to 
one of the city’s largest China-
town neighborhoods, hosts the 
borough’s biggest parade.

Lunar New Year parades 
are colorful and festive events, 
and most celebrations include 
traditional Chinese dances 
performed by men and women 
in costumes. Food is also a 
huge part of the new year, with 
dumplings, spring rolls, rice 
cakes and fish topping the list 
of offerings.

Flushing’s Lunar New Year 
Parade will include floats, 
dancing and traditional Chi-
nese celebrations. This year’s 
festivities will start with a 
warm-up reception of cof-
fee and doughnuts hosted by 
Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce at St. George’s Epis-
copal Church, located at 135-32 
38th Ave., from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. The Chamber’s reception 
will feature performances 
by local groups, including a 
martial arts demonstration by 
Korea Taekwondo and K-Pop 
dance and participatory K-Pop 
Zumba by EPIC 88, as well as 
a raffle and prize giveaway by 
Kumon. 

The parade will then kick 
off at 11a.m. at Union Street 
and 37th Ave. 

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) said the Lunar 
New Year is a time for families 
to come together, often from 

across the world, to celebrate 
and spend time with one an-
other. 

“We embrace our good for-
tunes and look forward to the 
coming year with a renewed 
energy and optimism,” he 
said.  “I’d like to invite every-
one to come out to the Lunar 
New Year parade in Flushing 
this Saturday and enjoy the 
spirit and culture of our com-
munity.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said she looks 
forward to the annual parade 
now that the Lunar New Year 
has been declared a day off 
from school for kids. 

“Lunar New Year is a spe-
cial time for families to come 
together to reflect on the bless-
ings of the past and look for-
ward to a fruitful new year,” 
she said. “The parade is a 
grand annual tradition that 
I look forward to participat-
ing in each year. For too long, 
families were forced to decide 
between allowing their chil-
dren to miss a day of school or 

to miss out on festivities. Now, 
everyone can enjoy these long-
standing traditions together 
without sacrifice.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

The banners and dragons got an early workout last weekend for a small Lunar New Year parade up Main Street to promote a Flushing Town Hall 
event. The major holiday parade kicks off Saturday morning at 11.  Photos by Michael Shain

Flushing celebrates Year of the Dog
Parade, expected to draw thousands, commences Lunar New Year festivities

A calligrapher at the Lunar New 
Year market in Flushing Town Hall 
draws out the signs that promise 
good luck in the year ahead. 

Saturday's parade is expected to draw tens of thousands of spectators, 
ready to greet the new year. 

On Main Street, bystanders catch a shot of the pre-holiday parade.
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EMBARGO
PREVENTIVO DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!
Department of
Finance
Jacques Jiha, Ph.D.
Commissioner

Department of
Environmental Protection
Vincent Sapienza
Acting Commissioner

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
Maria Torres-Singer
Commissioner
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
SALE

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS IN L.I.C.

PLAXALL.COM

PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR

LOCAL INSTITUTIONS:

C4Q

HOUR CHILDREN

HUNTERS POINT PARKS CONSERVANCY

JACOB A. RIIS NEIGHBORHOOD SETTLEMENT

LIC-A

LIC ARTS OPEN

LIC CULTURAL ALLIANCE

MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE

QUEENS COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

QUEENS MUSEUM

URBAN UPBOUND

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU 

DO FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

THE KIRBY, PFOHL, AND QUIGLEY FAMILIES

AND ALL OF US AT PLAXALL

POLICE 

Blotter

FLUSHING — Police were search-
ing for a man wanted for questioning 
in connection with a grand larceny 
pattern in Flushing. 

Between Sunday, Oct. 29, 2017 and 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2018 a suspect re-
moved property from 10 victims in the 
downtown Flushing area, according to 

police.
The authorities described the per-

son of interest as a black man in his 
40s.

Anyone with information about 
these incidents is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish.

Police were searching for this man in connection to 10 robberies in Flushing over the last 
few months. 

Man wanted in string of robberies in Flushing

JACKSON HEIGHTS — Police 
were looking for a man who followed 
a 39-year-old woman into her Jackson 
Heights apartment building, in the vi-
cinity of 76th Street and 35th Avenue, 
and threatened her with a knife early 
Monday morning. 

The suspect grabbed the victim 
from behind as she entered the build-
ing’s vestibule, showed her the knife 
and tried to take her purse at 2 a.m., 
according to police. The woman fought 
back as he tried to rip the purse from 
her grasp. The victim managed to pull 
the man out to the front of the building 

where she screamed for help, police 
said.

When a good Samaritan came to 
her aid, the suspect fled the scene emp-
ty-handed, southbound on 76th Street. 
The victim suffered a small laceration 
to her left hand and was treated at the 
scene by EMS.

The suspect is described as a His-
panic man in hi 50s, 5-foot-8 and weigh-
ing 200 pounds. He was caught on 
surveillance camera wearing a black-
and-white knitted cap, a dark-colored 
coat, black jeans, white sneakers and 
carrying a black backpack.

Woman fights off knife-wielding man in Jax Hgts

ASTORIA — Police were searching 
for a knife-wielding man who menaced a 
straphanger in Astoria last month. 

The victim, a 43-year-old man, spotted 
the suspect urinating on the platform of 
the Broadway N and W subway station 
Jan. 27 just after 2 p.m. and asked what 
he was doing as he took a picture of the 
man, police said. The assailant produced 

a knife and threatened the victim, who 
tried to get away but was followed for a 
brief period of time before the suspect 
fled the station on foot, according to the 
NYPD.

The suspect is described as a 6-foot-tall 
Hispanic man in his 50s last seen wearing 
a brown coat, a green shirt, a gray sweat-
er, blue slacks and brown shoes.

Man pulls knife on subway rider in Astoria: NYPD
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 01 8 

( 21 2 )  2 2 0 -1 2 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Pelosi values not teaching self-esteem
My goal as an educator was 

not only to educate but to also 
nurture self-confidence, self-es-
teem and a sense of self-worth.

My concern for House Minor-
ity Leader Nancy Pelosi’s grand-
son prompted me to point out 
the perverse values and mindset 
expressed by her in her recent 
speech.

Ms. Pelosi stated how proud 
she was that her grandson’s 
wish on his birthday was to 
have “brown skin and brown 

eyes,” to be something other 
than himself.

To laud the desire to be some-
one else is strange, if not psy-
chotic. To praise the desire to 
shed your identity because “the 
beauty is in the mix” is perverse, 
if not racist.

To illustrate the insidious-
ness of this mind set, imagine a 
black grandmother praising her 
grandson for wishing to be white. 
Imagine a Jewish grandmother 
lauding her grandson for wish-

ing to have blond hair and blue 
eyes to add beauty to the mix.

As an educator who strove 
to instill self-confidence, self-
worth and self-esteem, I am 
troubled by the proliferation of 
awards for participation and 
dearth of awards for scholastic 
excellence.

Ms. Pelosi has added new pa-
rameters for self-loathing: race.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing
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There are many ways that Queens gets the short end 
of the stick when it comes to city funding, and the al-
location of resources to the Queens District Attorney’s 
Office is no exception.

The Queens DA’s office is home to just over 300 assis-
tant district attorneys, or ADAs — significantly fewer 
than Manhattan, Brooklyn, and the Bronx, which each 
employ more than 500 ADAs. In this year’s budget pro-
cess, the City Council’s Committee on the Justice Sys-
tem, which I chair and oversees the district attorneys, 
will be asking the city to fairly fund the Queens District 
Attorney’s Office.

If the disparity was due to lower crime rates or 
number of cases, that would be one thing, but there is 
no public safety rationale to explain why Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and the Bronx all have far more prosecutors 
than Queens. In fact, an analysis of total arrests by bor-
ough shows that in 2017 Queens had nearly as many 
felony arrests as Manhattan and the Bronx, and that 
there were more than 36,000 misdemeanor arrests in 
Queens alone. Prosecutors have a vital job in our com-
munity. They help keep us safe, while ensuring that the 
justice system is fair and equitable for all.

This discrepancy leaves Queens ADAs over-
stretched, overworked, and maintaining caseloads far 
larger than their counterparts in other DA’s offices. In 
2017, the average ADA in Queens was handling 179 to-
tal cases, far exceeding the combined average caseload 
of 131 cases for ADAs in Manhattan, Brooklyn and the 
Bronx. With staff stretched so thin, it makes it more 
difficult to invest time in resource intensive investiga-
tions or quickly respond to emerging threats, like the 
opioid epidemic. An office as successful as the Queens 
DA’s Human Trafficking Unit should be staffed by more 
than one prosecutor.

Overloaded ADAs can have real consequences in 
the courtroom. Burdened by massive caseloads, pros-
ecutors can struggle to put the appropriate preparation 
and time into each case. Simply put, there is not enough 
time in the day for each ADA to manage so many cases. 
Fewer cases could allow prosecutors more time to think 
creatively about the best ways to seek justice for victims 
and prevent defendants from reoffending. It is not about 
locking more people up. An overwhelmed prosecutor 
has less time to listen, less time to consider and less 
time to seek out effective alternatives.

The solution to the headcount disparity is obvious — 
the Queens DA needs greater city funding to close the 
gap and staff up appropriately. If we ask our prosecutors 
to do too much with too little, we may not like the result.

This guest editorial by Council Member Rory I. 
Lancman (Hillcrest)

MAKE WAY FOR THE NEW YEAR

On their way to a Lunar New Year parade, these community officials — dressed in full, traditional Chinese holiday 
garb — turned heads on Main Street. Photo by Michael Shain
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READERS WRITE

NYC needs to be smart about commercial waste
Every day, it’s no small 

miracle that the 12,000 tons 
of waste, recyclables, and or-
ganics generated by the city’s 
businesses and industries 
are managed by a small, effi-
cient, and resourceful cadre 
of companies.

But in August 2016, the de 
Blasio administration pro-
posed converting the city’s 
successful, open-market 
commercial-waste pickup 
system — which was last 
reformed 20 years ago — 
into a system of geographic 
“zones,” each served by a 
single company.

A similar system is now 
being implemented in Los 
Angeles, and like other 
“West Coast” ideas, it needs 
a closer look. The plan is a 
disaster: tens of thousands 
of service disruptions and 
prices to customers dou-
bling, tripling, and quadru-
pling, along with myriad 
other charges. On top of 
that, complaints there are 
now directed to city bureau-

crats instead of service rep-
resentatives eager to keep 
your business.

This week, the Los Ange-
les City Council is demand-
ing answers from city offi-
cials about what went wrong. 
Angry businesses have initi-
ated a ballot referendum to 
repeal the new system. The 
Los Angeles Times editorial 
board called it a “trash mo-
nopoly that’s gouging cus-
tomers” and said that city 
officials “need to fix it.”

Fortunately, New York 
can watch and learn before 
making the same mistake.

But so far, Department 
of Sanitation Commissioner 
Kathryn Garcia continues 
to work behind closed doors 
towards a zone-based plan 
that would harm small busi-
nesses, threaten good jobs 
for local residents, and ac-
complish virtually nothing 
that couldn’t be achieved 
sooner, better, and cheaper 
by working together with lo-
cal companies.

Even the data used to jus-
tify the decision is f lawed, 
incomplete, and inaccurate 
— ask how many licensed 
companies currently pro-
vide waste-related services 
and you’ll hear answers 
ranging from 70 to 110. (The 
answer: closer to 70, with 20 
providing more than 80% of 
the total service.) And local 
companies, already heav-
ily regulated and skilled 
at implementing the city’s 
commercial-recycling rules, 
have every incentive to oper-
ate efficiently.

Now is the time for real 
public discussion before 
lurching down the path of no 
return.

Los Angeles’ new system 
debuted last July and sev-
en companies now control 
waste and recyclables in 11 
zones. Businesses — includ-
ing apartment buildings 
— in those zones have new 
haulers assigned to them 
without regard to their ser-
vice requirements or cost. 

Imagine such a transition in 
New York. The results would 
be disastrous.

Armed with a team of 
consultants and an $8-mil-
lion taxpayer-funded budget, 
the de Blasio administration 
is committed to proving that 
it’s smarter than a well-
regulated open market. It 
is already drawing lines on 
maps, deciding what consti-
tutes good customer service, 
and determining what arbi-
trary recycling goals should 
be enforced. It created an 
advisory board, but denied a 
request to open the meetings 
to the public, and debate has 
been limited to how to design 
a zoned system — not wheth-
er it even makes sense.

To be clear: Every com-
plex system, which waste 
services are, can benefit 
from continuous improve-
ment, even in the face of 
collapsing global markets 
for recyclables, over-heated 
industrial real estate, and 
relentless NIMBYism. The 

commercial-waste system al-
ready is undergoing signifi-
cant and positive transfor-
mation with renewed focus 
on safety, clean trucks, zero 
waste, and managing or-
ganics as a resource. While 
the elements are in place to 
move the industry forward 
into the 21st century, the 
city’s dispiriting message 
instead is: Get ready to shut 
down your companies and 
let the monopolies take over.

For the business com-
munity, the question is: 
will Mayor Bill de Blasio 
learn from Los Angeles and 
change course? Or will that 
realization not come until it 
is too late?

Kendall Christiansen is the 
executive director of New 

Yorkers for Responsible 
Waste Management. 
Thomas Grech is the 

president and CEO of 
the Queens Chamber of 

Commerce

Early voting can help 
improve voter turnout

Thank you to state Sena-
tors Michael Gianaris, Joseph 
Addabbo, and Leroy Comrie for 
their efforts to improve voter 
turnout by making it easier for 
New Yorkers to register to vote.

These reforms are critical, 
but they alone will not solve 
New York’s staggeringly low 
voter turnout rate, which is 41st 
in the country.

The key to unlocking higher 
voting participation lies with 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo. Gov. Cuo-
mo must include early voting 
— the ability for New Yorkers 
to cast ballots for 12 days lead-
ing up to Election Day — in his 
budget.

When I lived in North 
Carolina, early voting was the 
difference between many of 
my neighbors voting and not 
voting. People who work un-

predictable jobs or long hours; 
have trouble physically getting 
around; or care for children or 
elderly parents all depended on 
the flexibility of early voting in 
order to vote.

The $6.4-million price tag 
for early voting in New York is 
an investment in equity, fair-
ness, and equal representation 
— in addition to being a drop in 
the bucket compared with our 
state’s $168-billion budget. No 
one should be at risk of missing 
the opportunity to cast a ballot 
based on his or her job, physical 
abilities, or family situation.

Gov. Cuomo: money talks. 
Show your constituents that 
you value us, and our voices, by 
investing in early voting!

Magdalen Sangiolo
Brooklyn

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Pols must do more to improve USPS
Complaints by Queens Con-

gress members Joe Crowley, 
Grace Meng and Gregory Meeks 
to Postmaster General Megan 
Brennan concerning problems 
with delivery of mail to constitu-
ents offer no solutions (“Queens 
pols fight for better USPS ser-
vice” Naeisha Rose, Feb. 2).

All three Congress members 
need to consider providing regu-
latory relief for reforms which 
could assist the Post Office in 
providing better services. The 
United States Post Office aver-
aged quarterly losses of $550 mil-
lion in 2017. This will now result 
in the price of a first class stamp 
going up by a penny from 49 cents 
to 50 cents later this year.

One wonders why they first 
decreased the price of a first 
class stamp from 49 cents to 47 
cents, before bringing it back to 
49 cents. Part of the problem is 
that Congress in 2006 mandated 
that the Post Office fully fund 
75 years of retirement benefits 
for employees. This has contrib-
uted billions to the Post Office’s 
long-term debt. While many pri-
vate and other public retirement 
plans are underfunded, the Post 
Office’s is vastly overfunded. It is 

time for Congress to amend leg-
islation and afford the Post Of-
fice ability to fund its retirement 
plan at a more reasonable level.

There are other initiatives 
which could assist the Postal Ser-
vice in avoiding frequent postage 
stamp increases. The Post Office 
should continue with more joint 
business ventures like Amazon 
in expanding Sunday delivery. 
This could be the start of some-
thing big. Taking advantage of 
underutilized assets and facilities 
on Sunday could generate badly 
needed revenues. This would as-
sist in developing alternatives to 
increasing the price of first class 
stamps every few years.

Why not consider going after 
other available untapped poten-
tial revenue streams? Consider 
these untapped sources to reduce 
operating deficits and perhaps 
even turn a small profit. The US 
Postal Service could sell advertis-
ing space on the sides of mailbox-
es, inside and outside the post of-
fices along with the small Jeeps, 
regular trucks and heavy-duty 
long-haul trucks. Sell off some of 
the valuable real estate and move 
to less expensive locations.

Why not join banks and 

fast-food restaurants that sublet 
space at Wal-Mart and other big 
box stores to open smaller post 
offices? Generate both revenue 
and customers by subletting ex-
cess capacity at underutilized 
post offices to other village, town, 
county, city, state or federal agen-
cies along with private sector 
businesses. License corporations 
to sponsor stamps for a fee.

Have members of Congress 
including Crowley, Meeks and 
Meng, State Legislatures and 
other elected officials pay the 
real, full costs for their annoying-
ly frequent bulk-rate mailings to 
constituents. They are nothing 
more than free re-election cam-
paign brochures subsidized by 
taxpayers. Charge the full price 
for all junk mail. Future increas-
es in the price of stamps should 
be directly tied to inflation.

The Post Office should apply 
free-enterprise solutions to pro-
vide a more cost-effective prod-
uct, reduce deficits and prevent 
more branches from closing, 
thus keeping its commitment to 
serve the public well.

Larry Penner
Great Neck
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Richmond Hill is under-
served by government agen-
cies, while community organi-
zations struggle under a dearth 
of funding. Yet, despite this be-
nign neglect, the neighborhood 
has swelled in population, sus-
tained by immigration that has 
increased the Indo-Caribbean 
and South Asian community. 
The neighborhood features a 
robust variety of small busi-
nesses, with a high level of 
homeownership. However, the 
need for services has never 
been higher.

Chhaya Community Devel-
opment Corporation is a Jack-
son Heights-based non-profit 
that has long operated in West-
ern Queens to facilitate eco-
nomic and civic empowerment 
in immigrant communities. 

The organization focuses on 
South Asian communities, but 
maintains networks with im-
migrant organizations across 
Western Queens. According to 
its executive director, Annetta 
Seecharran, “Chhaya has had a 
long interest in Richmond Hill, 
[but] over the last few weeks, 
we’ve been trying to bring more 
sustained, regular programing 
to the neighborhood.”

Under a broader theme of 
“poverty-fighting” services, 
the organization announced 
the launch of free tax prep for 
the community at a Feb. 7 press 
conference, held at the Lefferts 
Library on Lefferts Boulevard 
in Richmond Hill. Queens Li-
brary President Dennis Wal-
cott praised the organization 
and its partnership with the 
NYC Department of Consumer 
Affairs as the reason why the 
library “is able to provide free, 
high-quality services.”

The organization has been 
offering tax-prep assistance 
since 2015. Tax preparation ef-
forts are centered on maximiz-
ing the Earned Income Tax 

Credit for families. 
“Conventional tax prepar-

ers are usually not focusing on 
this,” Seecharran said. 

In a press release, the orga-
nization notes that “qualified 
individuals do not take advan-
tage of the EITC, leaving thou-
sands of dollars on the table.” 
The service is available to 
families that earned less than 
$66,000 in 2017.

Lack of access to financial 
tools is a citywide issue and 
is especially pertinent where, 
according to Seecharran, as 
much as 30% of the commu-
nity may be self-employed. The 
economic reality of how many 
earn a living, as well as the fact 
that the neighborhood has a 
high level of homeownership is 
why the organization identified 
tax services as an opportunity 
to make a high impact. These 
economic and cultural similar-
ities to Jackson Heights made 
expanding into the neighbor-
hood a natural “next step” for 
the organization.

 “I’d love to see a full-fledged 
Chhaya center in the neighbor-

hood, one that provides full-
fledged wraparound services,” 
Seecharran said.

 Wraparound services are 
services that adapt to the dy-
namic nature of people’s lives 
and utilize the support sys-
tems that they already have 
available. In Chhaya’s case, 
that would include financial 
counseling, adult literacy, im-
migration services and civic 
engagement — a model that 
has been successful in Jackson 
Heights since its founding in 
2000. 

The organization has been 
able to identify some of the 
more unique challenges that 
neighborhood residents face. 
Adult literacy is a major is-
sue, which in turn affects the 
quality of information that 
people are able to access, as 
well as their ability to pass the 
citizenship test. Though the 
Indo-Caribbean community is 
english-speaking, some adults 
and the elderly do require as-
sistance with legal documents 
and government forms.

Additionally, Chhaya in-

tends to begin targeted pro-
gramming at raising the 
profile and civic engagement 
of women in the community. 
Local activists have declared 
domestic violence against 
Indo-Caribbean women as 
an issue of importance in the 
community. Recent, high pro-
file murders of women by in-
timate partners has brought 
the community into a period 
of reflection, largely to ensure 
that women in these situa-
tions know about their options 
for safety, as well as ensuring 
that people are able to identify 
friends, relatives and neigh-
bors in abusive relationships. 
Seecharran hopes that raising 
the number of female leaders 
in the community contributes 
to the goal of elevating people 
that represent the interests of 
the community.

NYC Free Tax Prep is of-
fered at Lefferts Library on 
Feb. 7 and 21; March 7 and 21; 
and April 4 at 11 AM. Informa-
tion on this and related tax ser-
vices is available at nyc.gov/
taxprep.

Richmond Hill residents to receive tax-prep help
COLUMNS

2018 is a big election year 
for New York politics. The 
Empire State will vote for a 
governor, a lieutenant gover-
nor, and one U.S. senator, as 
well as in races for state Sen-
ate (63 seats), Assembly (150 
seats) and the U.S. House of 
Representatives (27 seats). 

In Queens, the Democratic 
Party controls all of the state 
Senate and Assembly seats. 

Republicans hold only two 
City Council seats in western 
Queens. But it wasn’t so long 
ago — as recently as the 1970s 
— that Republicans held four 
or five seats in the Assembly 
and one or two seats in the 
Senate.

The Queens Republican 
Party has a new County 
Chairman: former party 
chief Robert Turner was re-
placed by Joanne Ariola, who 
used to work as a hospital ad-
ministrator. But Ariola will 
have her work cut out for her 
since the Democratic Party 
wields so much control over 
local politics.

In the race for governor, 
it appears that current Re-
publican state senator John 

DeFrancisco is expected to 
mount a serious attempt to un-
seat Gov. Andrew Cuomo. He’s 
from upstate and beginning to 
organize his campaign.

Nationally, Senate candi-
dates seem to be emerging. 
Republican Chele Farley, 
who is running to unseat 
Democrat Kirsten Gilli-
brand, has gained a lot of po-
litical attention for her work 
on land-development proj-
ects. And she seems to have 
raised a significant amount 
of money for the campaign. 
Time will tell if she can raise 
enough to match the incum-
bent Gillibrand. Regardless, 
the amount of money raised 
by both sides will surely in-
f luence the contest.

Looking at the national 
situation, a third of U.S. 
Senate seats are up for re-
election. Huge amounts of 
money will be spent toward 
those races, which will be 
tough for all concerned and 
will become bitter competi-
tions as the campaigns wear 
on. The party that gains the 
most seats will have a major 
say in program and policy 
recommendations. And the 
results of this year’s elec-
tions will affect the Presi-
dential election two years 
from now.

In a strong sense, we are 
two political parties with dif-
ferent “American values”. 
We heard a lot about Ameri-
can values during the last 

campaign season, and both 
sides will again give their 
assessments as to what these 
values embody before the 
people cast votes based on 
their beliefs.

When we speak of poten-
tial presidential candidates 
in 2020, our own governor, 
Andrew Cuomo, might be 
one of them. He indicated his 
interest in running in 2016, 
but declined in favor of Hil-
lary Clinton. His father, Ma-
rio Cuomo, was expected to 
run for president but never 
did. However, it is usual for 
the governor of New York to 
be a potential presidential 
candidate in most cases.

It will be interesting to 
see how that plays out.

Local, national elections could have big impact

New Voices

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

I came across an eight-
page centerfold revisiting the 
Newtown massacre five years 
ago in a recent December is-
sue of the Daily News.

You may have noticed that 
I sometimes end my columns 
with the slogan “Remember 
the Newtown 26.” This massa-
cre was just one of many mass 
killings with automatic weap-
ons that we have experienced 
in the United States, but it 
upset me the most because 
children and teachers died. 
The victims’ photos were all 
printed on the cover of the 
centerfold section. 

It is unsettling how eas-
ily killers can obtain these 
automatic weapons, and use 

them to kill so many people. 
When I go to a public space, I 
sometimes wonder if it could 
happen to me and my fam-
ily. Twenty kindergarten 
children, their teachers, and 
principal all died within a few 
minutes. When one thinks 
about how teachers are blamed 
for so many ills in our educa-
tion system, I can’t get it out 
of my head that several teach-
ers died that day in the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, Connecticut. 

Some of the teachers were 
found dead in front of the chil-
dren, trying to shield them 
from those high velocity-bul-
lets by using their own bod-
ies. I can’t imagine what they 
were thinking as the gun-
man (I don’t mention killers’ 
names in my column) stood 
in front of them and started 
shooting.

I condemn those legisla-
tors in Congress who refuse 
to pass laws to prevent such 
acts of carnage, and praise 

Connecticut and New York 
State legislators for pass-
ing some of those measures. 
Sadly, the passage of reason-
able legislation that curbs the 
use of automatic weapons has 
become politicized. And even 
more sadly, deaths continue 
due to loopholes that Con-
gress refuses to close.

But happily, there has nev-
er been a mass killing with 
an automatic weapon here in 
Queens that I can remember. 
Hopefully, one will never hap-
pen here. Violence is never 
far away, however, and al-
most every weekend there are 
a few shootings — not many, 
but a few. There are always a 
few close calls.

My wife had two close 
calls at a school. One incident 
occurred years ago, when 
she was teaching a kinder-
garten class and she and the 
principal had to file a neglect 
notice with the city about a 
student. The parent sent a let-
ter complaining in response, 

and ended it with the words 
“member of the NRA.” Luck-
ily, it was the principal’s tires 
which had nails stuck in them 
and not my wife’s.

The second took place when 
my wife had to file another ne-
glect notice — which, under 
state law, she is required to 
do or she risks being arrested. 
The mother figured out who 
filed the notice and came after 
my wife, who hid in a closet in 
her classroom while the prin-
cipal had the mother removed 
from the school.

Today, five years after 
Newtown, a case is before 
the courts that will make 
gun makers responsible for 
the type of automatic weapon 
they produce, and for the ad-
vertising used to convince 
people to buy the weapons. 
Since Congress has given 
gun makers protection from 
suits, it is not clear how far 
this case will go, but the par-
ents of the 20 children from 
Newtown have to keep try-

ing. They just have to.
What should be done to pre-

vent further mass killings?

GOOD AND BAD NEWS 
OF THE WEEK

We have jails so that felons 
convicted of violent and dan-
gerous crimes can be locked 
away, unable to hurt other 
people. Society has always 
done this to protect the inno-
cent.

Regretfully, our society 
has gone mass-incarceration 
crazy.  The United States has 
more people locked up in jails 
than any other country.  Why 
so many?

When released from jail, 
former prisoners can nei-
ther get public housing nor 
government benefits, I have 
been told. Have these former 
prisoners been given mental-
health or drug treatment, or 
job training, while in prison? 
Why are there so many pri-
vate prisons in our country?

Auto weapons are concerning to the people of Queens
COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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avities are a problem for adults 
and children alike. Some people 
seem more susceptible to cavities 

than others, and the pH of the mouth 
and other factors may play a role in 
the formation of cavities.

The number of dental cavities in-
creases with age. According to the Na-
tional Institute of Dental and Cranio-
facial Research, dental decay remains 
the most prevalent chronic disease in 
both children and adults, even though 
it is largely preventable. It may seem 
like children who love sugar would 
have the highest rate of cavities, but 
data actually shows that 92 percent 
of adults in the U.S. ages 20 to 64 have 
dental caries in their permanent teeth 
and an average of 3.28 missing teeth. 

Bacteria is the main culprit be-
hind cavities. Bacteria migrate into 
the mouth and are constantly present 
on the gums, teeth, and tongue. Most 
oral bacteria are not harmful, but 
certain types can prove troublesome. 
Bacteria attach to the enamel of the 
teeth and eventually start to form a 
colony. Proteins present in saliva mix 
with the bacteria, which then forms 
a hard layer on the tooth known as 
plaque.

Sugar plays a role in the process 
because the bacteria use sugar as 

a food source. The sugar also helps 
them stick to the tooth surface, mak-
ing it more difficult for bacteria to be 
cleared away with saliva. As bacte-
ria eat the sugar, they produce waste, 
which is acidic. Over time, this acid 
can wear away at the tough enamel on 
teeth, making it porous. These holes 
can become bigger, eventually form-
ing what is known as a cavity.

It may take a while before you re-

alize you have a cavity because the 
enamel of the tooth doesn’t have nerve 
fibers. But once the cavity becomes 
large enough to expose the sensitive 
dentin within, pain ensues.

Cavities can be largely prevented 
by brushing and flossing regularly to 
remove extra bacteria from the teeth, 
and preventing them from attaching 

and building up on the teeth.
Regular dental check-ups and 

cleanings also play a preventative 
role. Dentists have equipment that 
can effectively clean teeth in areas 
that can sometimes be difficult to keep 
clean with just manual brushing.

Medications and biology can affect 
the pH of a person’s mouth and con-
tribute to the formation of dental car-
ies. When pH drops, demineralization 
of the tooth enamel occurs and cavi-
ties form. Some forms of bacteria con-
tribute to tooth decay more than oth-
ers.

As mentioned, sugar feeds bacteria 
growth. Research by the American 
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry has 
found that it’s not often the amount 
of sugar eaten at a given time, but the 
frequency of sugar exposure that can 
lead to cavities. Sucrose, it seems, is 
bacteria’s preferred energy source. 
Saliva production is important for 
keeping bacteria at bay. Individuals 
who produce less bacteria, due to med-
ication or their physical history, may 
be more susceptible to caries (decay 
and crumbling of a tooth or bone).

Dental cavities are a common 
health problem. Knowing what causes 
them can help with prevention. 

earning to brush their own 
teeth is a lesson all children 
must master. Although par-

ents ultimately may have chil-
dren who become proficient at 
brushing their own teeth, getting 
them to floss is generally more 
difficult.

The National Health and Nutri-
tion Examination Survey from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention found that 41 percent 
of children aged 2 to 11 had tooth 
decay in their first teeth. Dental 
caries are common among chil-
dren, likely because they have not 
become proficient at taking care 
of their teeth. 

Soft, sticky foods are common-
place in young kids’ diets, and 
these can promote decay. Even 
well-intentioned gummy vita-
mins can be sources of dental de-
cay. Oftentimes, these foods be-
come lodged between the teeth or 
on the surface of molars. If left in 
contact with the teeth for too long, 
food particles become a source of 
carbohydrates for oral bacteria, 

and cavities may appear as a re-
sult.

To remove food particles from 
between the teeth, children must 
floss, advises the American Acad-
emy of Pediatric Dentists. It is rec-
ommended that parents help their 
children to floss as soon as two 
teeth are touching and continue 
to do so until the child is around 
the age of 8, when a child should 
have enough dexterity to do it on 
his or her own.

Flossing is essential to mak-
ing sure children do not experi-
ence cavities at an early age, and 
it can establish practices that pro-
mote oral health throughout life. 
Despite being so important, many 
parents fail to encourage flossing 
or are at a loss as to how to make 
it enjoyable and effective.

Although regular dental floss 
is one of the first tools for floss-
ing, the dexterity required to wind 
the floss around little fingers and 
then thoroughly clean the teeth 
may discourage children. Par-
ents can look into the wide ar-

ray of flossing helpers available 
at the store. In fact, many age-ap-
propriate flossers are now avail-
able that feature fun designs and 
smaller profiles to fit into kids’ 
mouths more easily. Flossers may 
be attached to a handle to make 
back teeth more accessible and 
promote more effective flossing. 
Manufacturers such as DenTek, 
Butler GUM, Plackers Kids, Dr. 
Fresh, Oral-B, and Brush Buddies 
offer children’s flossers. 

Kids who shy away from floss-
ing may be more likely to use a 
children’s water flosser. In lieu of 
string floss, a water flosser uses 
a pressurized stream of water to 
dislodge food from between teeth. 
Although a water flosser may be 
more messy, children may enjoy 
the opportunity to “play” with 
water and the cleaning sensation 
provided.

To prevent the buildup of 
plaque and the development of 
dental caries, parents should edu-
cate children about proper floss-
ing techniques.  

N AT I O N A L  C H I L D R E N ’ S  D E N TA L  H E A LT H  M O N T H
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Children’s smiles brighten our lives. Let’s 
give them healthy smiles that last a lifetime!

Good dental habits start at a young age 
and continue as children grow with: 

• Regular dental checkups (2x a year)

• Brushing and flossing (at least 2x a day)

• A healthy diet with fruits and vegetables

Fidelis Care covers preventive, routine, and 
emergency dental care for kids under 19 
through the New York State-sponsored 
Child Health Plus program.
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NEW STORE HOURS:  OPEN MON. - THURS. 9am-6:30pm, FRI. & SAT. 9am-6pm, SUNDAYS 11AM-5PM
Financing, Delivery & Installation Available!  *Financing For Qualified Buyers.  Prices and Sale valid until 2/21/18

215-03 Horace Harding Expwy. 
Bayside, N.Y.  • (718) 224-4344

Located Just 1 Block West of Bell Blvd. / Call For Easy Directions

bobcocciasappliance.com
* FREE LOCAL DELIVERY, ASSEMBLY AND REMOVAL WITHIN A 25 MILE  RADIUS OF STORE LOCATION ON SELECT MODELS.
SOME EXCEPTIONS MAY APPLY.  ASK FOR DETAILS.   NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 
SOME PHOTOS MAY BE USED FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES, AND MAY NOT 
BE THE EXACT REPLICATION OF ITEM(S).  FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR 
QUALIFIED BUYERS ON SINGLE ITEM PURCHASES OF $499. AND UP.  
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  

Bob Coccia’s Center For
APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL!
FREE 

DISHWASHER
INSTALLATION*
* SELECT BRANDS AND MODELS 

TO EXISTING HOOK-UP.  
REQUIRED PARTS AND 
ELECTRIC ARE EXTRA.

Energy Efficient Fully Integrated Dishwashers
with Stainless Steel Interiors On Sale!
FGID2476SF KDTE234GPS SHP865WD5N

SAVE $251
$69897

REG. $949.97

SAVE $90
$80997

REG. $899.97

Additional 
$50 Savings!
With Mail-In

Rebate!

4.0 Cu. Ft.
Top Load
Washer
• 8 wash cycles
NTW4516FW

6.5 Cu. Ft.
Electric 
Dryer
• 11 dry cycles
NED4655EW

SAVE $101
$29897

REG. $399.97

Washer or Dryer

Ea.

*PRICES AND PROMOTIONAL
DATES FOR WHIRLPOOL,

AMANA, MAYTAG AND
KITCHENAID APPLIANCES -

VALID 2/8/18 - 2/28/18

10.1 Cu. Ft. Top Freezer
Refrigerator
• 2 glass shelves       HMDR1000WE

SAVE $71
$28897

REG. $359.97

4 PIECE BLACK 
STAINLESS 
STEEL PACKAGE
FGHD2368TD 21.7 Cu. Ft. French Door Refrigerator/
Freezer, FGID2466QD Fully Integrated Built-In 
Dishwasher, FGEF3036TD 30” Smoothtop Electric Range
and FGMV176NTD 1.7 Cu. Ft. Over-The-Range
Microwave Oven

SAVE $2623
$302697

REG. $5649.97

4 Piece Pkg.

46% 
SAVE 

4.5 Cu. Ft. 
Front Load Washer
• 8 wash cycles 
• Stainless interior
WFW75HEFW

7.4 Cu. Ft. Front Load
Electric Dryer
• 6 drying cycles
• Advanced Moisture Sensing
WED75HEFW

SAVE $200
$59997

REG. $799.97

Washer or Dryer

Ea.

Shown on optional pedestals

Shown on optional pedestals

SAVE $1150
$389697

REG. $5046.97

4 Piece Pkg.

4 PIECE STAINLESS 
STEEL PACKAGE
KFEG500ESS  30”  Electric Range  with
Convection, KMHS120ESS 2.0 Cu. Ft. 
Over-The-Microwave
Oven, KDFE104DSS Built-In Dishwasher  
and KRFC300ESS 36” Wide 20.0 Cu. Ft
French Door Refrigerator/Bottom Freezer

SAVE $200
$69997

REG. $899.97

Washer or Dryer

Ea.

27” Wide 4.5 Cu. Ft.
Front Load Steam Washer
• 10 wash options
• ENERGY STAR® qualified
WM3670HWA
27” Wide 7.4 Cu. Ft.
Steam Electric Dryer
• 10 drying options
• ENERGY STAR® qualified
DLEX3370W

EARN AN
ADDITIONAL

$200
WITH REBATE!

Stop In 
and 

Check
Out The 

New and 
Improved 

SPEED QUEEN LAUNDRY! 

OPEN
MONDAY,
FEB. 19TH

PRESIDENTS’
DAY!

up to 
7 YEARS

PARTS AND
LABOR 

WARRANTY!

SAVE $350
$49997

REG. $849.97

Bob Coccia’s Center For
APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

GET A FREE EXTENDED
WARRANTY CONTRACT

with purchase any item $499 and up.  

Ask for details.  Offer valid until 2/21/18.
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1 Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) above are accurate as of date of publication and are subject to change without 
notice. The minimum balance to open the promotional CDs and to earn the stated APY is $500. The interest rate 
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BY MARK HALLUM

State Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman 
announced the conviction 
of three Queens construc-
tion companies after they 
pleaded guilty to misclas-
sifying employees as in-
dependent contractors to 
avoid paying overtime.

Lotus-C Corporation of 
Jackson Heights, Johnco 
Contracting Inc. of Bay-
side, and RCM Painting 
Inc. of Maspeth were all 
convicted of felony counts 
of grand larceny and fal-
sifying business records 
in Queens Supreme Court 
on Feb. 7 and will pay over 
$730,000 in restitution for 
missed wages and unpaid 
taxes.

“Led by pure greed, the 
defendants in this case at-
tempted to sidestep the law 
— misclassifying their 
employees as a way to stiff 
them on the overtime pay 
they rightfully earned,” 
Schneiderman said. “My 
office will continue to 
crack down on those who 
seek to steal from their 
workers in order to line 
their own pockets.”

The investigation by 
the attorney general’s of-
fice revealed the defen-
dant corporations failed 
to properly pay employees 
— usually carpenters and 
painters — for overtime 
by falsely filing them as 
independent contractors. 
Over 150 workers were af-
fected and did not receive 
the time and half pay for 
working over 40 hours a 
week required by law.

The companies also 
under-reported the num-
ber of employees they 
actually had to the state 
Dept. of Labor during this 
time, the AG said, and 

falsified their state Quar-
terly Combined Withhold-
ing, Wage Reporting and 
Unemployment Insurance 
Return forms.

“Under Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, New York state 
is committed to expos-
ing bad actors who steal 
wages from hard-working 
men and women,” said 
State Labor Commission-
er Roberta Reardon. “Em-
ployee misclassification 
and records falsification 
are just some of the ways 
employers skirt their 
responsibilities to their 
workers and to the State 
... I urge any worker who 
feels they’ve been cheated 
out of their rightful pay to 
contact the Department of 
Labor for assistance.”

As part of the plea 
deal, the three corpora-
tions will be dissolved and 
Cesar Agudelo of Lotus-C 
and John Massino of RCM 
Painting and Johnco will 
be barred from bidding on 
public works contracts for 
up to five years.

About $371,000 will 
go to the workers as res-
titution while another 
$360,000 from the defen-
dants will go to unpaid 
unemployment insurance 
contributions.

Schneiderman boast-
ed a record of reclaim-
ing $30 million for over 
21,000 construction work-
ers across the state and 
offered a reminder that 
employees can file com-
plaints against employers 
through the AG’s Labor 
Bureau at 212-416-8700 or 
visit  www.ag.ny.gov/la-
bor/complaint-form .

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Local construction 
companies convicted 

Attorney General Eric Schneiderman praised the conviction 
of three Queens construction companies who had cheated 
workers out of overtime. Photo by Christina Santucci



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 16–22, 201820    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Welcomes
Chief of Maternal and Fetal Medicine to Focus on 

Caring for Women with High-Risk Pregnancies

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
announced today the appointment of 
Georges Sylvestre, MD as the hospital’s 
new Chief of Maternal Fetal Medicine. 
Dr. Sylvestre will work alongside a team 
of obstetricians, neonatologists, nurses, 
and midwives to provide comprehensive 
prenatal care specifically adapted to 
pregnancies complicated by underlying 
medical conditions.

Dr. Sylvestre will see patients at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Women’s 
Pavilion, an outpatient clinic dedicated to providing services geared toward 
the care of pregnant women and the care and treatment of women before and 
after childbirth. Services include high resolution ultrasound examinations and 
procedures, such as amniocentesis and genetic screenings, vaccinations, 
nutritional counseling, and breastfeeding and social services support.

“NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst is very pleased to welcome Dr. Sylvestre, 
who has had many outstanding academic and clinical achievements, to 
our team,” said Israel Rocha, Jr., Chief Executive Officer of NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst and Vice President of OneCity Health. “We look forward 
to his contributions to the hospital’s Maternal Fetal Medicine Division to meet 
the needs of our community’s growing families.”

“In Maternal-Fetal Medicine, and particularly in the communities served 
by NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, we care for many patients with 
complications related to the baby or the mother, or in some cases, both,” said 
Dr. Sylvestre, Chief of Maternal Fetal Medicine, NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst. “I am very excited to be at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst and 
to helping families achieve their dream of having healthy children, starting 
with healthy pregnancies tailored to the individual needs of our patients.”

According to Dr. Sylvestre, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s highly 
trained team offers the option of comprehensive fetal evaluation using new 
technology, such as high-resolution ultrasound and other new prenatal 
diagnosis and screening options. This allows diagnosis of more and more 
fetal conditions at an early stage of the pregnancy.

Located at 78-20 41st Avenue, adjacent to the hospital’s main building, the 
Women’s Pavilion offers a variety of women’s health services, including 
walk-in pregnancy testing, prenatal care, HIV counseling and testing, 
genetic counseling, high-risk pregnancy services, antepartum fetal testing 
and postpartum services. Families can also sign-up for classes in childbirth, 
breastfeeding, nutrition, and diabetes education.

Dr. Sylvestre received his medical degree from McGill University in 
Montreal, Canada, where he also completed his residency in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. He completed a fellowship in Maternal Fetal Medicine at the 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the Bronx. 

To schedule an appointment or learn more about Prenatal and Obstetrical 
Services at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, please call 718-334-3150.

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst    
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst is a major provider of hospital and ambulatory care 
services in the borough of Queens. The 545-bed hospital is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an 
Emergency Heart Care Station, and a 911-Receiving Hospital. It is a premiere health care 
organization for key specialties, including surgery, cardiology, women’s health, pediatrics, 
rehabilitation medicine, renal services, and mental health services. Last year, the hospital’s 
robust primary and specialty care practices handled nearly 700,000 ambulatory care visits 
and its emergency medicine teams responded to more than 130,000 emergency room 
encounters.
About NYC Health + Hospitals      
NYC Health + Hospitals is the largest public health care system in the nation, serving 
more than a million New Yorkers annually in more than 70 patient care locations across 
the city’s five boroughs. A robust network of outpatient, neighborhood-based primary 
and specialty care centers anchors care coordination with the system’s trauma centers, 
nursing homes, post-acute care centers, home care agency, and MetroPlus health 
plan—all supported by 11 essential hospitals. Its diverse workforce of more than 42,000 
employees is uniquely focused on empowering New Yorkers, without exception, to live the 
healthiest life possible. For more information, visit www.nychealthandhospitals.org and 
stay connected on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/NYCHealthandHospitals or 
Twitter at @NYCHealthSystem.

BY MARK HALLUM

First Lady Chirlane McCray toured 
the city last Saturday as part of her 
“Weekend of Faith in Action Against 
Domestic Violence” to promote NY-
CHope, an online portal for communi-
ties to educate themselves on abuse, 
seek help or learn how they can help 
someone they know who may be a vic-
tim.

McCray’s rounds took her to the 
Muslim Center of New York, located 
at 137-58 Geranium Ave., in Flushing, 
where she spoke to the congregation 
about the city initiative.

“We all know that Islam is a beau-
tiful, life-affirming religion, of justice 
and peace, and a powerful force gener-
osity and kindness,” McCray said. “But 
these days, it’s too often portrayed as 
a religion of oppression and violence, 
especially toward women. Domestic 

violence is a topic that is difficult for 
anyone to talk about, but members 
of the Muslim community must feel 
they must defend against the barrage 
of misconceptions. There’s extra pres-
sure not to expose private struggles 
and pain, not to air dirty laundry, as 
some people say.”

McCray invoked the words of the 
Prophet Muhammad to explain why 
it is important for the community to 
have open conversations about issues 
within families and communities, 
even if it is uncomfortable.

The creation of the NYCHope portal 
was set in motion by the city’s Domes-
tic Violence Task Force, co-chaired 
by McCray and NYPD Commissioner 
James O’Neill. By visiting  www1.nyc.
gov/nychope/site/page/home , resi-
dents can learn about how to identify 
domestic violence, organize safety 
plans and find family safety centers.

BY BILL PARRY

The city’s health department con-
firmed that an 8-year-old LeFrak City 
girl’s death last week was flu related, 
but it was unclear if Amely Baez had 
received a flu shot.

Baez is the fourth child believed to 
have died from the flu outbreak that 
has swept the city in recent weeks, 
with more than 13,000 laboratory-
confirmed cases. Queens has been the 
hardest hit of the five boroughs with 
more than 4,000 cases to date, accord-
ing to the state health department.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) went to the sprawling resi-
dential complex in Corona Tuesday 
and offered free flu shots in coopera-
tion with Elmhurst Hospital Center 
and LeFrak City Maintenance Ser-
vices, warning that the outbreak still 
poses a danger.

“Unfortunately, this flu season is 
not over. The tragic deaths of Amely 
and three other children reminds us 
of how dangerous the flu outbreak is,” 
Peralta said. “I urge New Yorkers to 
protect themselves, and their children, 
and get vaccinated if they haven’t done 
so already. We need to ensure we do ev-
erything possible to combat the spread 
of this deadly virus as the number of 
hospitalizations is increasing. The in-
fluenza vaccine can be the difference 

between life and death. Nationwide, 63 
children and teenagers died from the 
flu.”

Israel Rocha, CEO of NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst, agreed with Per-
alta.

“The best line of defense continues 
to be the flu shot, which helps to pre-
vent the flu or, just as important, to 
minimize the flu’s symptoms for those 
who still catch it. It can save lives.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Peralta urges fl u shots
after LeFrak girl dies

McCray’s domestic violence 
campaign heads to Flushing

State Sen. Jose Peralta urges LeFrak City 
residents to get their flu shots after the out-
break claimed the life of a young girl at the 
complex last week. Courtesy Peralta’s office
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   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 1/13/18–4/9/18 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 
months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights 
reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 18Q1MAGVC2

ette® Modern Roman Shades

Cozier winters. Cooler summers. 
nergy savings year-round.
rease your comfort and help lower your energy bills with insulating 
nter Douglas shades. Ask about rebate savings on select styles today.

REBATES
STARTING AT

$100*
on qualifying purchases 

 January 13–April 9, 2018 

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

Cozier winters. Cooler summers. 
Energy savings year-round.
Increase your comfort and help lower your energy bills with insulating 
Hunter Douglas shades. Ask about rebate savings on select styles today.
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

Christ the King Students Honored 
as Students of the Month

Christ the King High School honored twelve students as Students of the Month for their 
efforts in school as well as grades.  They were recognized for their hard work and dedication 
to their education.  

CK Principal, Geri Martinez said, “We are proud of our Students of the Month for embodying 
the spirit of the mission of Christ the King, which is ‘to attain a high level of achievement 
based upon recognition of their unique abilities and their relationship with God.’”

Back row (left to right): Christian Wong, Justin Figuero, Jondelle Reyes, Daniel Persaud, Briana Ayuso
Front row (left to right): Annie Valle, Kristie Caruana, Arianna Trujillo, Taylor Lobur, Adriana Cumbe, Anays McKensie and 
Christina Shenuda

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 800 students. The faculty numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Assembly passes PD sexual misconduct bill
BY MARK HALLUM

 
A Bayside lawmaker’s bill 

passed unanimously in the 
state Assembly that would 
make any sexual activity be-
tween peace officers and those 
in their custody a felony due 
the “power dynamic” distort-
ing what it means to consent 
in that situation.

Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) intro-
duced the bill in November in 
support of Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D-Brooklyn), who 
drafted the legislation after 
a September 2017 incident in 
which two detectives in Brook-
lyn, who have since resigned, 
were alleged to have had sex 
with a teenage girl in their 
custody who they claimed con-
sented.

“The power dynamic be-
tween an individual in custody 
and a law enforcement officer is 
such that the person in custody 
is powerless to consent to sex-
ual activity,” Braunstein said. 
“This legislation will ensure 
that individuals in police custo-
dy are free from coercive sexual 
behavior committed by officers 

exploiting their authority.”
While Treyger’s bill sought 

to change the penal code to 
make sexual conduct between 
a peace officer and a person in 
their custody a misdemeanor, 
Braunstein’s bill would make 
the offense punishable as a 
Class E felony.

“I was shocked to hear 
that the two NYPD detectives 
involved in the recent high-
profile rape case in Brooklyn 
have offered the defense that 
the sexual contact was con-
sensual,” Braunstein said in 
November when the bill was 
introduced. “The power dy-
namic between someone in 
custody and the officers them-
selves is such that the person 
in custody is powerless to con-
sent to sexual activity. State 
law already prohibits sexual 
contact between correction of-
ficers and parole officers and 
those in their custody. The 
legislation I am introducing at 
the state level will amend the 
penal code to also include state 
and local police officers.”

The bill was picked up by 
state Sen. Andrew Lanza (R-
Staten Island) in recent weeks, 

according to a spokesman for 
Braunstein, and has seen sup-
port from leaders at both city 
and state levels, including 
state Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie (D-Bronx).

“This legislation helps 
ensure that New York’s laws 

regarding consent protect all 
individuals, including indi-
viduals held in police custody, 
from sexual abuse,” Heastie 
said. “It is simply wrong that 
someone exercising custodial 
government authority, such 
as a police officer, would vio-

late the trust that should exist 
between law enforcement and 
the communities they serve.”

Public Advocate Letitia 
James got behind the bill in 
November.

“There have been a wave 
of high-profile, powerful men 
accused of sexually abusing 
and harassing vulnerable 
women and men — and offi-
cers who sexually harass and 
abuse vulnerable individuals 
in their custody are no dif-
ferent,” James said. “While 
the vast majority of officers 
are hardworking and deeply 
principled, we must have laws 
in place to hold those few un-
scrupulous officers account-
able. The bills introduced by 
Assemblyman Braunstein 
and Council Member Treyger 
to ensure that sexual activity 
between officers and those in 
their custody is prohibited are 
common-sense measures to 
ensure that no individual is 
above the law.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Assemblyman Braunstein’s bill to prohibit sexual conduct between law 
enforecement officers and those in custody passed unanimously. 

Photo by Jay Janner/AP
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Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 56 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for 
everyone.  Programs are offered for PreK through high school.  Each 2-week session 
provides the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals 
in their specifi c fi eld direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday 
through Friday, from 9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. 
Buses leave our campus at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all 
four sessions.  Door to door transportation is included in the tuition fee of our 
programs for those who wish to use it.

Try the Nature and Outdoor Discovery program; so popular last year it’s sure to 
be an early close out! The perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the great outdoors. 
Activities may include hiking, fi shing, archery, crabbing, camping/survival skills, 
zip-lining, & other adventures.  There are many other great programs offered as 
well.  Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Baseball, Dance, Robotics and Engineering; just 
to name a few.  Check the website:  LuHiSummerCamps.org for a complete listing 
of all programs and descriptions.  

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House March 11th, or April 29th.  Come meet the 
Directors and see the facility.  Spin the K98.3 prize wheel and enter to win a free 
session of camp.  

Give your child a summer to remember!  

LuHi. . .Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus

QPT� is a not�for��ro�t �rivate cor�oration servin� t�e residents of Queens� 
QPT� cablecasts t�e 	ost diverse �ro�ra		in� to t�e 	ost diverse co		unity 
in t�e 
orld reac�in� over ������ subscribers �� �ours a day every day�

34 & 1995
82
34

79 & 1998
83 
35

56 & 1996
84
36

1997
85
37

Queen Perspectives Presents:
Queens Borough President Melinda Katz’s

2018 State of the Borough Address

Borough President Melinda Katz 
wore all black to support the 
#MeToo movement.

She outlines her report on Queens, recent milestones, key investments, 
and vision for the future of the borough until 2030.

Tune in to see how Queens Borough President Melinda Katz
is making a difference for her constituents.

Watch the show on QPTV’s channels or online at QPTV.org.
After you review the program visit QPTV.ORG/QUEENSPERSPECTIVES

to post a comment about Katz’s plan.

Watch 
Queens Perspectives 

to see 
Queens Borough 

President 
Melinda Katz’s 

State of the Borough 
Address 

from the Tony Bennett 
Concert Hall at 

the Frank Sinatra School 
of the Arts High School

in Astoria.
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus

QPT� is a not�for��ro�t �rivate cor�oration servin� t�e residents of Queens� 
QPT� cablecasts t�e 	ost diverse �ro�ra		in� to t�e 	ost diverse co		unity 
in t�e 
orld reac�in� over ������ subscribers �� �ours a day every day�

34 & 1995
82
34

79 & 1998
83 
35

56 & 1996
84
36
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85
37

Cablecast Dates

Day
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

Date
 2/22/18
  3/1/18
  3/8/18
 3/15/18
 3/22/18
 3/29/18

 Time
 6:00 PM
 6:00 PM
 6:00 PM
 6:00 PM
 6:00 PM
 6:00 PM

 Spectrum
  34/1995
  34/1995
  34/1995
  34/1995
  34/1995
  34/1995

RCN
82
82
82
82
82
82

 FiOS
34
34
34
34
34
34
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Blaz pushes for better policing in State of City address
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Mayor Bill de Blasio out-
lined his goals for New York 
City at his fifth State of the City 
address Tuesday. 

The mayor unveiled his 12-
point plan to improving the city, 
which included the expansion of 
affordable housing, early child-
hood education programs and 
better policing.

The address began with de 
Blasio counting down the three 
years, 10 months and 15 days 
left in his term, remarking that 
it’s the amount of time he has to 
ensure that New York City be-
comes the “Fairest Big City in 
America.” Without mentioning 
the Trump administration by 
name, de Blasio said that New 
York has to be the “antidote to 
the sickness that is gripping our 
nation” and promised to keep 
New York City a sanctuary city 
for all.

“We do this to preserve the 
social fabric of the most diverse 
place on earth,” he said. “We do 
this to ensure that we’re always 
a place for everyone, that magi-
cal openness that has made 
New York City great is always 
protected. But we also do this to 

guard against the threats to our 
democracy that are growing 
across this nation.”

De Blasio attributed better 
relationships between the com-
munity and police as the reason 
for the decline in crime in the 
city over the last few years.

“Nothing defines the rela-
tionship between a society and 
its people more than how they 
are policed,” he said. “If policing 
is fair it makes fairness possible 
in all aspects of life, and that’s 
what we have to insure.”

The city will extend and 
deepen neighborhood policing, 
which he says keeps crime low 
while also keeping arrests low. 
Police will be held accountable 
and increase trust in the com-
munity by having body cam-
eras on all patrol officers by the 
end of this year, according to de 
Blasio. 

“The beauty of this approach 
is it keeps getting better year 
by year,” he said. “The more 
we heal the wounds of the past, 
the deeper the bonds become 
between police and community 
and the further we go.”

After the success of pre-K 
for all, de Blasio said he has his 
eye on a 3k for All program that 

will give all 3-year-olds free edu-
cation. He added that extend-
ing early childhood education 
programs to all neighborhoods 
will shorten the achievement 
gaps that affect the city’s poor-
est neighborhoods, which are 
usually made up of minority 
children. 

“We know exactly where 
the problem comes from, but to 
defeat structural racism and 
to overcome this achievement 
gap, we have to flip the script,” 
he said. “We have to do some-
thing different when it comes 

to education because, in truth, 
we started educating children 
too late in their development 
and that exacerbate equalities 
already baked into their lives at 
an early age.” De Blasio said by 
2021 all 3-year-olds will have ac-
cess to childhood education. 

The mayor then moved on to 
affordable housing. Last week, 
he unveiled his new plan for 
affordable housing in Willets 
Point that ensured at least 1,100 
units in the new development 
will be affordable. 

“In the last few months, the 

biggest affordable housing plan 
in the history of New York City 
got even bigger,” he said. “When 
it comes to fighting income and 
inequality and creating fairness 
in our everyday lives, nothing is 
more important than affordable 
housing. It’s not just that this 
is the number one expense for 
every family and that the costs 
of housing defines whether you 
can live a decent life or not in 
this city.  It’s also about a basic 
question of fairness. Will the 
people who built this city, the 
people who were here in good 
times and bad, will they get to 
stay in the city they love?”  

He said he will continue to 
fight so that families are pro-
tected from illegal evictions as 
well as building more building 
with affordable units. 

De Blasio ended his address 
by encouraging New Yorkers to 
vote in the November elections. 

“This November you will get 
a chance to vote for reforms that 
get big money out and grass-
roots democracy in,” he said. “It 
will help to make sure that we 
can get you involved in so many 
ways that will strengthen the 
democracy of our city and the 
involvement of our people.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio outlines his plan to make NYC the “fairest big city in 
America”  Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Michael Appleton
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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TREAT YOUR
NEW CAR THIS T

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 02/16/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

$20,888
6k miles, Stk#32202

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAAPEPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$14,888
'14 MERCEDES C-300

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#30500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS
BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$12,588
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'06 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
98k miles, Stk#30018

$5,500BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 

OPEN ON PRESIDENTS’ DAY!
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MF20_NYC_WRAP_2.16_COMMUNITY_1

PRESIDENT’S
DAY SALE

Get a king mattress for a queen price 
plus a free adjustable base.

Save up to $1800

FIRST. TIME. EVER.
ENDS 

TUESDAY!

PLUS

King mattress for a queen price.

Queen mattress for a twin price.

THE BIG PRICE DROP †

FREE 
ADJUSTABLE BASE**

UP TO AN $1198 VALUE FREE
when you
spend just $500+
on a mattress.
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MF20_NYC_WRAP_2.16_COMMUNITY_2_3

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $449
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $499

ONLY $499
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $699

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $799
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $899

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

ONLY $699
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $799

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $899
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $999

ONLY $899
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $999

QUEEN 
MATTRESS.
TWIN 
PRICE.

THE 
BIG
PRICE 
DROP†
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KING 
MATTRESS.
QUEEN
PRICE.

PRICE
DROP.
ALL
BRANDS.

C

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $499
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $599

ONLY $699
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $999

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $899
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1099

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

ONLY $799
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1299

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $999
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1299

ONLY $999
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1499
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MF20_NYC_WRAP_2.16_COMMUNITY_4

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 and applies only to 
single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole 
dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement 
for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay 
amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base (up to an $1198 value) with select mattress purchases of $500 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete 
mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er not valid on Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with Black Ice, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †The Big Price Drop: Get select king-sized 
mattresses for the price of a queen-sized mattress. Or get select queen-sized mattresses for the price of a twin-sized mattress. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. Not valid on previous purchases. Off er not valid on Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest 
Black Memory Foam with Black Ice, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. ††120 Night Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress 
set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. Our 120 Night Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the 
manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., eBay, Craig’s List, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*120 Night Sleep Trial Guarantee: If you are not comfortable with your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 nights from 
your original mattress delivery date. Guarantee is valid for up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) which must occur during the 120-day period from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store savings range from 
$10-$1898. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves 
the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

ENDS 

TUESDAY!
PRICE DROP.
FAMOUS NAME 
BRANDS.

Minimum purchase of $3999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required. 

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*
See store for details.

NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR

QUEEN MATTRESS. TWIN PRICE.

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE** +FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE** +FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS FIRM MATTRESS MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS

QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.
WAS $449

ONLY $399 ONLY $599
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $699

ONLY $599
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $699

ONLY $799
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $899

KING MATTRESS. QUEEN PRICE.

KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.
WAS $549

CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS

ONLY $449

FIRM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $699
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1199

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $699
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $999

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS

ONLY $899
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1399
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RSELF TO A 
TAX SEASON!

CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 02/16/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#34802

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$38,995
'17 CHEVY SUBURBAN

35k miles, Stk#37638

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

12k miles, Stk#31904

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
ITH

 O
U

R
 LA

R
G

E S
ELEC

TIO
N

 O
F IN

V
EN

TO
R

Y, W
E A

R
E S

U
R

E TO
 H

A
V

E A
 V

EH
IC

LE TO
 FIT YO

U
R

 N
EED

S
 &

 B
U

D
G

ET!

AMAZING

AT MAJORWORLD!
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

7 line concrete fall sparks anger Alleged gang member 
sentenced for murderBY BILL PARRY

One Queens lawmaker and 
a group of straphangers are 
urging the MTA to perform an 
immediate survey and review 
of the 7 train viaduct in Sunny-
side after a chunk of concrete 
loosened and fell to the ground 
at 41st Street and Queens Bou-
levard last Friday.

Although no one was hurt, 
state Assemblywoman Cath-
erine Nolan (D-Long Island 
City) fired off a letter to MTA 
Chairman Joseph Lhota, call-
ing the incident an alarming 
situation as many residents 
of her community walk and 
drive near the vicinity of the 
viaduct.

“This structure was re-
built in the early 1990s using 
capital funds; our community 
has been repeatedly assured 
that the structure would last 
over 50 years,” Nolan wrote. 
“This failure, after only a few 
decades, is shocking.” 

Access Queens, a coalition 
of infrastructure advocates 
and riders of the beleaguered 
No. 7 subway line, released a 
statement saying this could 

have been a tragic event.
“Incidents like this are un-

acceptable,” they wrote. “We 
are calling on the MTA to de-
termine the structural integ-
rity along the entirety of the 
viaduct to ensure the public’s 
safety and provide the public 
with a thorough and trans-
parent report that outlines 
what occurred and any safety 

measures that will be put into 
place. The MTA must ensure 
that an incident like this does 
not happen again.”

The MTA did not respond 
to a request for comment by 
press time.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

A reputed Sureno 13 gang 
member was sentenced to 
more than 13 years in prison 
for fatally shooting a 38-year-
old Elmhurst man in 2015, 
the Queens DA said. 

Raul Zamora, 33, of Jack-
son Heights, pleaded guilty 
last month to shooting Jorge 
Manzanarez in broad daylight 
at the intersection of Whitney 
and Roosevelt avenues on the 
afternoon of May 5, 2015, ac-
cording to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

Zamora and Isaac Mar-
tinez, 35, along with a third 
suspect who has avoided 
arrest, got into a verbal ar-
gument with Manzanarez. 
Zamora then pulled a gun 
and shot the victim once in 
the chest, according to the 
charges. Manzanarez was 
taken to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center where he died later 
that day.

Zamora pleaded guilty 
last month to first-degree 

manslaughter before Queens 
Supreme Court Judge Debo-
rah Stevens Modica, who last 
Thursday imposed a sentence 
of 13.5 years in prison, to be 
followed by five years of post-
release supervision.

“In pleading guilty, the 
defendant admitted that he 
intentionally took the life of 
another person and used a 
gun to settle a petty dispute,” 
Brown said. “His actions re-
vealed a total disregard for 
human life and he must be 
punished for this senseless 
killing. The lengthy term of 
incarceration imposed by 
the Court today is more than 
warranted.”

Martinez pleaded guilty 
last year to second-degree 
criminal possession of a weap-
on and was sentenced to 4.5 
years in prison and five years 
of post-release supervision.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

A Queens lawmaker is urging the MTA to conduct an expedited review 
of the 7 train viaduct after a chunk of concrete fell to the ground at 41st 
Street in Sunnyside.



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 16–22, 2018 35  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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World at their fi ngertips
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The demanding test of braille skills includes sections on comprehension, proofreading. 
charts and graphs. Milo, a freshman, was the first-place finisher in his age group. 

Jody Lembo, a city teacher of visually imparied students and an organizer of the challenge, 
proctors the time tests for the sophomore group.

The braille machine consists of just six letter keys, a 
spacebar and keys on each side to move the carriage 
forward and back. One through six is A to F. Typing the 
rest of the alphabet requires pressing two or more keys 
in combination.With a quick swipe of her finger, Julia double checks the answer she typed on the braille machine. 

Fifteen students from all five boroughs compete in this year's New York City Braille Challenge — a national competition — at John F. Kennedy Jr. School in Elmhurst. The goal is to make it 
all the way to the finals in Calfornia in June. 
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in our borough.

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be celebrated at a reception gala 
in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating him or her? _____________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Nominee’s Phone: _______________ _________   Nominee’s Email: ___________________________________

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, 
Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

At a May 10th gala, TimesLedger will once again celebrate individuals who have 
had an extraordinary impact on the borough of Queens.
Do you know someone who goes above and beyond to make a difference in the 
lives of people in their communities, schools, places of worship, businesses or 
organizations?

Why not nominate him or her for a 
2018 Queens Impact Award!

Or fi ll out 
an online form at:

www.timesledger.com/nominate
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY MARK HALLUM

The results of a city-funded feasibil-
ity study shows that reactivation of the 
LIRR’s Lower Montauk Branch, com-
monly known as the QNS Rail, could 
see 5.6 million riders annually, as well 
as provide service as a freight line, at 
an estimated cost of $2.2 billion.

The unused 8.5 miles of elevated 
right-of-way runs from Jamaica Cen-
ter to Hunters Point, but low ridership 
caused the MTA to discontinue service 
in 2012.

Former Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley funded the study with 
$500,000 from the city’s FY 2017 bud-
get and it was performed by AECOM, 
which found that to restore commuter 
service would cost $1.1 billion and an-
other $1.1 billion to make the tracks 
compatible for freight.

“Too many of our Queens com-
munities are transportation deserts,” 
Crowley said. “Our hard-working resi-
dents lack decent, local access to pub-
lic transit, and then wind up spending 
too much time commuting on unreli-
able service.”

The study, released in a city Dept. 
of Transportation report, claims that 
about 180,000 residents, 95,000 jobs and 
three important industrial zones are 
within a half mile of the tracks. Hous-
ing costs along the line are 60 percent 
less than the city average, and it would 
bring relief to transit riders on the 
over-burdened E, F, G, and L subway 
lines.

The DOT touted the fact that re-
activation of the track would cost 
90 percent less than the 2nd Avenue 
Subway — about $2.5 billion per mile 
— since the MTA already owns the 

right-of-way, and claimed the project 
would spur development on 129 mil-
lion square feet of unused land with-
out requiring a zoning change.

But Crowley’s successor, who won 
a narrow victory over the incumbent 
in the November 2017 general elec-
tion, saw the study as little more than 
wasted funds on a project that will 
never happen amid turmoil currently 
rocking the MTA.

Councilman Robert Holden (D-Glen-
dale) pointed out that the city, state, and 
MTA are still arguing over how they 
should split the $800 million needed to 
fund MTA Chair Joe Lhota’s short-term 
plan to stabilize the ailing subways, 
which City Hall is reluctant to pay for.

“This study was a colossal waste of 
money that could have otherwise been 
used to benefit my district.... Instead, 
those tax dollars went to fund a study 
for a project that is both infeasible and 
undesirable,” Holden said. “Despite pro-
jected population growth in the area, I 
don’t believe renewing service to the 
Branch is the best solution to the transit 
issues faced by Glendale, Maspeth, Mid-
dle Village, Ridgewood, Woodhaven, and 
Woodside.... The fact that half a million 
dollars in Speaker’s funds were spent 
to procure this study shows a complete 
lack of understanding of the community 
and its transportation needs.”

With stops in Maspeth, Middle Vil-
lage, Glendale, Ridgwood and Richmond 
Hill, the QNS Rail could see a weekly 
ridership of 21,000 people and has al-
ready been approve by the five commu-
nity board within its range.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Rail study reveals 
feasibility at low cost

The study to reactivate the LIRR’s Lower Montauk Branch, or QNS Rail, found it will cost $2.2 
billion.
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

It’s a class in breakdancing for the women in blue — including 
the boss of the Queens North Borough Command, Chief Juanita 
Holmes (far r.) — at a dance contest last week at the Lost 
Battalion Hall in Rego Park sponsored by the 110th Precinct. 

Photo by Bruce Adler

For the first time, the city’s Department of Consumer Affairs is offering free tax prep help at sites around the city to 
families making less than $54,000 a year. More than 50 visited this site at Flushing High School gym last weekend.   

Photo by Michael Shain 

Public Advocate Letitia James and Council member Daneek 
Miller make a pre-Valentine’s Day visit to the Alpha Phi Alpha 
Senior Center in Cambria Heights.  Twitter

Det. Kevin O'Donnell of Flushing's 104th Precinct finishes a busy Saturday teaching a blockwatcher class for a community 
group in Whitestone.  Twitter

Assemblyman Ed Braunstein ends his Valentines for Vets drive with staff and local students 
— collecting cards, candy, slippers, toiletries and more for disabled veterans at the VA Center 
and the New York State Veterans Home in St. Albans. Courtesy of Assemblyman Braunstein

In Kew Gardens Hills, state Sen. Joseph Addabbo visits a Wasserman’s grocery store — 
the newly re-opened kosher supermarket on Main Street — at the northern end of his 
district. Courtesy of State Sen. Addabbo
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

9:45 am
What to do now to protect 
your family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the 
benefi ts and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Accessibility options 
for seniors
Partial list. More seminars will be added. 
Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

   Seminars will fi ll up.
   Reserve your spots now 
   at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S
as of Feb. 14, 2018

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE Valet Parking
FREE Lunch if you register by February 28th

QUEENS
Sunday, March 11th

9:30 am – 2 pm
SHAARE TOVA EVENTS CENTER
8233 Lefferts Boulevard
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars 
and more than 50 vendor 
booths showcasing a variety 
of facilities, products and 
services such as assisted 
living, home care, pooled 
trusts, legal advice, insurance 
options, adult day care, 
audiology, elder care 
options, community wellness 
initiatives, and more. 
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The future looks brighter than ever 
for Bayside actress Elyse Price, who 
says 2018 “started off strong!” 

Price is making her debut on the 
silver screen after catching director 
Usher Morgan’s eye to play the lead in 
his new movie. “Pickings” premieres 
March 1 in Whitestone at the College 
Point Multiplex (2855 Ulmer St.) at 7:30 
p.m. It opens at select theaters across 

the country March 2. 
This intriguing neo-noir about a feud 

that develops between a crime family 
and an actual family has been described 
at festivals as “visually stunning” with 
“gut-punching” performances. The film 
centers around Price’s character, Jo 
Lee-Haywood, a single mother of three 
who starts a new life in a new city and is 
trying to protect her children from her 
violent past. 

“She is just a really fierce woman 

and, as Usher describes her, a lioness 
who will stop at nothing to protect her 
cubs,” Price says. “It is stylistically 
unique, mixing film noir with spa-
ghetti western, with a definite nod to 
Quentin Tarantino.”

The budding star had no inkling 
that one day she’d be starring in a fea-
ture movie.

“I got a notification from Back-
stage.com about a trailer to promote 
an upcoming feature film. I submit-

ted and was called in for an audition, 
booked the role for the trailer but was 
not guaranteed the role in the film. 
After shooting the trailer, it was ob-
vious that Usher and I loved working 
together, and he offered me the role,” 
Price recalled. 

Since there’s so much that goes 
into embracing a character, from 
where does an actor draw to become 
that person?  

Bayside actress ELYSE PRICE plays the lead in new feature film

SILVER SCREEN 
DEBUT

Continued on Page 47
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TimesLedger, February 16-22, 2018 Bayside actress Elyse Price makes her big 
screen debut in "Pickings," a neo-noir film 
about the feud that develops between a crime 
family and her real family. 

Courtesy of Digital Magic Entertainment
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Answers in Sports

For more theater listings, 
visit us at TIMESLEDGER.COM

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

Gypsy — Loosely based on the 1957 
memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee, “Gypsy” 
revolves around the famous striptease 
artist and her mother, Rose, a “backstage 
mom.”
When: Friday, Feb. 16, at 7 p.m.; Saturday, 
Feb. 17, at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
Feb. 18, at 2:30 p.m.; Wednesday, Feb. 21, at 
7 p.m.; Thursday, Feb. 22, at 7 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $20 at the door; $18 advance 
purchase
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Broadway Valentine — Created exclusively 
for Queens Theatre, “Broadway Valentine” 
is a jubilant celebration of the greatest love 
songs ever written for the Broadway stage 
performed by real-life couple Broadway 
singers

When: Saturday, Feb. 17, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
Feb. 18, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. S, Corona
Cost: $30
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org/tango-fi re

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play revolves 
around Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue on 
a mission to find his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly. Armed with an endearing 
crew of misfits, Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword fights, and 
plenty of audience interaction.
When: Saturday, Feb. 24, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A lot of cool stuff hap-
pens in Astoria. So why 
not a comedy web series 
about a struggling, food-
obsessed real-life Asto-
ria couple?

“Doing stand-up com-
edy is such a loner activ-
ity that we thought col-
laborating together in 
a web series would be a 
great way to spend time, 
let alone doing what we 
love,” co-creator Amy 
Jans said. “We really 
wanted to make fun of the 
fights that couples have 
that are so unimportant.” 

Out of that, came 
“Babe and Bave.” Jans is 
Babe and her significant 
other, Dave Rosinsky, is 
Bave. The title is based 
on the offscreen nick-
names the two comics 
have for each other.

As a young couple in 
love, Jans, who is in her 
mid-20s, said she and Ros-

insky, in his late 30s, were 
“always playing and hav-
ing fun, goofing around.” 
So, sharing their funny 
shenanigans with You-
Tube audiences seemed 
like the logical next step 
on their comedic jour-
ney. “Babe and Bave” 
launched in January and 
new episodes come out 
 every Friday . If you need 
a good laugh and a tem-
porary break from all the 
craziness of everyday life, 
you should check it out. 
It’s like free therapy. 

“We chose food as the 
first set of themed series, 
as we find it so funny how 
many fights in any rela-
tionship — mom, dad, sis-

ter, brother, best friends, 
co-workers, boyfriends/
girlfriends, kids, adults, 
etc. — comes from the 
topic of food,” said Jans, 
who brings curiosity and 
wonderment into a char-
acter she describes as a 
hopeful dreamer. They 
say opposites attract, and 
the assertive and direct 
Brooklyn-born, Staten 
Island-raised Rosinsky 
proves to be the perfect 
sparring partner, with 
his character’s sharp, 
quick joke structure.

“Food truly does con-
nect everyone, and ev-
eryone can relate to over-
reacting due to being 
hungry or disagreeing 

due to taste,” Jans said.  
“Food can be the ulti-
mate unity, or ultimate 
separation at times. The 
funny thing is down the 
line, it’s just food!”

The series is based 
somewhat on the couple’s 
personal experiences but 
“only a small ounce,” 
according to Jans. “We 
may take inspiration 
from something we expe-
rienced, but then bend it 
out of shape and stretch 
the situation to be exag-
gerated and entertain-
ing.  

“We have so much 
fun playing around with 
writing... the places we 
both exaggerate to, it 
cracks us both up. We 
just love to have fun 
while filming. We play 
from a super exaggerat-
ed version of ourselves, 
so there is a big cushion-
y space between the real-
ity, but there is always 
an acorn of truth.”

The motivation be-
hind the duo’s joint en-
deavor is a familiar one 
to many comics, who feel 
a burning desire to ex-
press themselves beyond 
their creatively limited 
comedy club scene gigs. 

“I took a digital story-
telling class at FIT [Fash-
ion Institute of Technolo-
gy); our class project was 
to create a web series. [It] 
is a perfect project for 
a comic to invest their 
time in because it allows 
you to get content out in a 

world that is permanent, 
which is complimentary 
to doing stand-up, as you 
could do a ten-minute set, 
and that’s it... it’s over,” 
Jans said. 

“As for the birth of 
‘Babe and Bave,’ I knew 
I wanted Dave to be a 
part of it. He is one of the 
funniest New York City 
comics, yet is ‘anti-social 
media.’ Being ‘anti-social 
media’ in the entertain-
ment industry can hurt 
your career, as agents 

New web series focuses on 
food-obsessed Astoria couple

The real-life couple created the series to share their come-
dic shenanigans with their YouTube audience.

Continued on Page 46

A couple of Astoria comics launched a web series, "Babe 
and Bave," centered around food-based arguements.

Photos courtesy of Babe and Bave
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Feb. 16-22, 2018

By Ed Canty

Outward Bound
Across
1. Fiesta Bowl site
6. Part of an act
11. Game standout, 
briefly
14. Regard with 
contempt
15. Moses' brother
16. Texas tea
17. "The Road Not 
Taken" poet
19. Fancy neckwear
20. Suzanne of 
"Three's Company"
21. Stirs
23. A drinker
26. Mass confusion
27. Mets' ace Dwight
28. Remove cargo
30. Ear part
31. Pig's nose
32. Letter before 
omega
35. Mythical 
monster
36. Millionaire 
producer
38. Conned
39. Not 'neath
40. Dr. Alzheimer
41. Tipper of note
42. Temper, as 
metal
44. Biologist's 
studies
46. Storage areas
48. Reason to 
complain
49. Cry of surrender
50. Like some 
British sardines

52. Quote from 
Homer
53. Maine lunch, 
perhaps
58. "Lord, is ___?": 
Matthew
59. TV studio sign
60. The "Velvet Fog"
61. Vietnamese 
New Year
62. To the point
63. Devote, as time

Down
1. Pitch
2. Prefix with friendly
3. Unruly crowd
4. Chairs do it
5. Put something on
6. "60 Minutes" 
correspondent

7. Singer Vikki
8. Love god
9. Dissenting votes
10. Petition
11. Cell
12. Quartet 
member
13. Proto or ecto 
end
18. Some Feds
22. Uneven
23. Ice house
24. Bond player
25. Poor clerk of 
literature
26. Picture problem
28. Up to
29. Denials
31. Greek portico
33. Kind of wrap
34. Latin clarifier

36. Sir Galahad's 
father
37. Bullfight cheers
41. Sugary tidbit
43. Lacking value
44. Judge's decision
45. Red flags
46. Taxing ordeal?
47. IRA investment 
option
48. Cavern, in 
poetry
50. Skier's 
transport
51. Horned goddess
54. Start for step 
or stop
55. Pay dirt
56. K-O connection
57. Conducted

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57
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LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

HIT OR MISS
D O R A S C O W L A H A B
A L E S C O C O A L I R E
M I S S I O N A R Y M T G E
P O T A T O D E S O T O S

Y E T I S G A S H
V E H E M E N T G O T E A M
A M I R D U R E S S S S A
L O T S I A L T A F T
O T T N O T I F I R C A S
R E H E A T T I M B U K T U

E X I T S N A R E
E P S I L O N G A G G L E
T A P S M I S S O U R I A N
T R O T A L I N E I S M S
E A T S N E R O S T H E E

FILM
 
Hoop Dreams — “Hoop 
Dreams” is an intimate epic 
that follows two talented 
young men over six life-
shaping years. William 
Gates and Arthur Agee 
are African-American high 
school students from inner-
city Chicago recruited into 
a predominately white rural 
school with an excellent 
basketball team. They 
commute 90 minutes to 
school, where they struggle 
to adapt to the new social 
environment and shoulder 
expectations of family 
and friends back home. A 
portrait of two characters 
becomes a saga of two 
communities, the education 
system, sports, race, and 
poverty in the U.S. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 17, at 
3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.

movingimage.us/

13th — This 2016 Academy 
Award-nominated 
documentary is centered 
on race in the United 
States’ criminal justice 
system. The film is titled 
after the 13th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution, 
which outlaws slavery.
When: Sunday, Feb. 18 from 
2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Lewis H. Latimer 
House
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 961-8585

EVENTS

Lunar New Year Parade — 
All are welcome to join this 
warm and friendly Lunar 
New Year festival and 
celebration. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 17, at 
11 a.m.
Where: Queens Flushing 
Public Library
Contact: (718) 353-2320

Black History Month: 
The Flushing Freedom 

Mile — This walk highlights 
historic sites in Flushing, 
dating back as early 
as late 1600s. Flushing 
was home to a famous 
African-American inventor, 
a passageway of the 
Underground Railroad, and 
has one of the city’s few 
landmarked trees. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 17, 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Where: Daniel Carter 
Beard Mall
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
 
Junior Knicks BBall 101 
Clinic — This program is 
designed to teach kids the 
fundamentals of basketball 
in a structured clinic 
setting. Each session is 
limited to 75 participants 
— ages 5 to 10 — and 
space will be filled on a 
first-come, first-served 
basis.  Pre-registration is 
required . 
When: Saturday, Feb. 17, 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center
Cost: Free
Contact: Register at 
 juniorknicks.leagueapps.
com/events/507696-junior-
knicks-b-ball-101-clinic---
session-2-nyc-parks 

Lunar New Year 
Celebration — Celebrate 

the Year of the Dog with 
crafts and performances. 
Learn about the Lucky 
Plants of Lunar New Year. 
From chrysanthemums 
to jade plants, you’ll find 
out more about these 
auspicious beauties. Visit 
the plant sale and buy 
your own to take home.
When: Saturday, Feb. 17, 
from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800

A Literary Afternoon 
with Malcolm Boyd and 
Sherese Francis — Join us 
for an afternoon of fiction 

and poetry readings, 
accompanied by live music 
at the home of African-
American inventor and poet 
Lewis H. Latimer. There 
will be a live performance 
by saxophonist Leonardo 
Love.  RSVP on Eventbrite .
When: Saturday, Feb. 17, 
from 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Lewis H. Latimer 
House
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 961-8585

Bill Popp and The Tapes 
— Bill Popp and The Tapes 
will perform for the first 
time in three years in 
Whitestone. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 17, at 

9 p.m.
Where: The Village Green
Contact: (718) 747-7797

 Sunday Jazz Brunch — 
Liven up those winter 
doldrums with a sumptuous 
buffet and the smooth jazz 
stylings of The Carl Bartlett 
Jr Quartet. You can also 
try your luck with a 50/50 
drawing.
When: Sunday, Feb. 25, 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. (RSVP 
by Wednesday, Feb. 21)
Where: Locations vary
Cost: $40 for BHS 
members; $45 for non-
members
Contact: (718) 352-1548 or 
info@baysidehistorical.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

and managers will only 
give you the time of day 
if you have a following.”  

Jans, a New Jersey 
native, says she created 
the series on a waitress’ 
salary.

“Being on a budget in 
real life, but still want-
ing to create content 
with a web series, I real-
ized I would have to edit 
and film it myself. So, I 
bought a DSLR camera 
and learned an editing 
program. We shoot at lo-
cations that are public, 
like a lake, or just film in 
our apartments.”  

The comical couple 
thought about crowd 
funding, but said they 
always felt “weird ask-
ing for things.” Also, by 
not crowd funding, they 
said they’d have more 
freedom to experiment, 
so they could find a more 
focused series down the 
road. 

“Series develop over 
time. We are doing ‘Babe 

and Bave’ by having fun 
and filming and learn-
ing with each episode as 
we do it,” says Jans. “The 
low stakes definitely give 
us a nice platform for 
learning and growing on 
our own terms.”

When the couple first 
started dating, Jans 
recalled that she loved 
coming out to Astoria 
where Dave had his digs 
so much, she ended up 
moving five blocks from 
him.

“The food is amaz-
ing; the family energy, 
the park community, the 
special events, like the 
Fourth of July fireworks 
and the summer movie 
series in the park, are so 
special,” she said. “Liv-
ing in New York City but 
having a family commu-
nity feel is really special. 
It’s a truly great neigh-
borhood.”  

These days, you can 
catch Jans doing stand-
up, mostly at bar shows 
around Manhattan (Kar-
ma Lounge, East Vil-
lage), Brooklyn (Legion 
Bar), and sometimes in 
Queens. Rosinsky, who 

also does freelance legal 
work for a law firm, per-
forms locally at times, at 
Q.E.D., and at Gotham 
and UCB in Manhattan.

As “Babe and Bave” 
continues to entertain 
YouTube audiences ev-
ery Friday, with new epi-
sodes centered around 
food drama, Jans said 
she and Dave plan to take 
it from the focused theme 
of “Food Fight” to “zoom-
ing out to just ‘Babe and 
Bave.’”

They’re also excited 
about a once-a-month 
live stand-up comedy 
show, which is in the 
works, as they search for 
a venue either in Astoria 
or Manhattan.

Like all couples, Babe 
and Bave bicker about 
the little things. They al-
ways have some kind of 
zany misunderstanding 
to iron out, and in their 
case, it’s usually food-
related.  

When you watch the 
series, you may wish to 
ponder this question: Is 
this just about eating... 
or is there something 
else going on?  

Continued from Page 45 

Web series
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“There might be a 
word or phrase that en-
capsulates the identity 
of the character or the 
story. Or a poem. Or even 
a single gesture,” says 
Price. “A song that in-
spires you can be a great 
place from which to take 
your point of depar-
ture. What’s important 
is to find the thing that 
speaks to you. 

“I have played Shake-
spearean princesses, 
southern belles, Irish 
country girls, war wid-
ows, turn-of-the-century 
prigs, prostitutes on the 
streets of NYC. I love 
this art form, because 
you can draw from every 
moment of life that you 
experience and figure 
out how it fits into a par-
ticular story. I feel like 
I’ve been doing that my 
whole life anyway.” 

As fate would have it, 
her boyfriend Joel Ber-
nard (also a Bayside resi-
dent) got a leading role in 
the film as well.

“He plays my younger 
brother Boone. Joel was 
still in California fin-

ishing up grad school at 
[American Conservatory 
Theater] when Usher was 
casting the film. I still re-
member him describing 
the character of Boone. 
I said ‘just wait until you 
meet Joel, he’s exactly 
what you’re looking for.’ 
They met a few weeks 
later and the rest is his-
tory.” Price said.

The Bayside lovebirds 
met at Queens College, 
where Price graduated 
in 2010, and it seems as if 
they were destined to be 
together. 

“I remember seeing 
him in a show and think-
ing he was insanely 
talented. When I got in-
volved in the theater de-
partment, we were con-
stantly cast opposite one 
other and became very 
close,” Price said. 

After her mentor and 
acting teacher, Claudia 
Feldstein, cast them as 
George and Emily in 
“Our Town,” they really 
fell for each other and 
have been together ever 
since.

The actress recently 
returned to QC to per-
form with other alums, 
including Feldstein, in a 
fundraiser for the Dra-

ma, Theatre and Dance 
Department — a staged 
reading of “The Kitchen 
Plays” (three short plays 
written by QC alumni). 
Price said one of her 
proudest moments was 
bowing afterwards with 
some of her oldest and 
dearest friends.

She recently started 
teaching an acting class 
at QC, and she’s also 
collaborating with Feld-
stein and Bernard to cre-
ate their Equity Alumni 
Theater Company.

When they were dra-
ma majors at Queens Col-
lege, Price and Bernard 
started an independent 
theater collective called 
Benefit of the Doubt The-
atre Company, dedicated 
to keeping theatre a fear-
less, imaginative and en-
tertaining art form. 

“We try to offer as 
many opportunities as 
possible, and in the last 
ten years we have col-
laborated with over fifty 
performers,” Price said.

Most recently, they 
produced the American 
premiere of “Phantom 
Pains” by Vasily Sigarev 
at Under St. Marks The-
ater. The actors were all 
alumni from American 

Conservatory Theater 
and it was directed by 
Matt Raines of Studio 6 
of the Moscow Art The-
atre. 

“BotD brings people 
together across borders 
and boundaries to create 
the opportunity to grow 
personally and profes-
sionally in and through 
the arts,” says Price, who 
hopes to expand what 
BotD has started in the 
form of the Queens Col-
lege theater company. 
“The idea was inspired 
by our collective appreci-
ation for our beginnings 
at the school and general 
love for the arts and cul-
ture alive in Queens. A 
huge goal is to be able to 
make theater as acces-
sible as possible in our 
Queens community, to 
be able to provide qual-
ity entertainment and 
opportunities to artists 
wishing to work onstage, 
backstage, in the writer’s 
room or as an audience 
member.” 

Several projects are 
in the works, according 
to Price, including a full-
length play.

“What I truly believe 
is there is nothing stron-
ger than building up 

the people around you. 
There is nothing more 
bulletproof than authen-
ticity.” 

When she’s not act-
ing, teaching or working 
at a local Carvel , where 
she had scooped for 16-
plus years, the family-
oriented 20-something 
loves spending quality 
time with her parents. 

“My family is really 
tight knit — we’re really 
supportive of each other. 
My mom and dad have 
always inspired me be-
cause it seems like they 
can do anything,” Price 
says.

Her father, now re-
tired, held several im-
portant positions includ-
ing as a first responder 
at Ground Zero for the 
American Red Cross af-
ter the 9/11 attacks. 

“Basically, they 
taught me that I could 
do anything I wanted, as 
long as I pursued it with 
passion and commitment 
and integrity,” she said.

A few years ago, Price 
moved across the country 
to attend the American 
Conservatory Theater in 
San Francisco, to pursue 
her MFA in acting. 

“It was one of the 

hardest things I’ve ever 
done, to leave my fam-
ily, friends and my boy-
friend for the first time 
in my life and miss all 
the holiday dinners, the 
birthdays ... But it was 
one of the most impor-
tant experiences of my 
life,” 

But fate again con-
spired to being her and 
Bernard together. 

“Miraculously, my 
boyfriend was accepted 
to the same program the 
following year — even 
though only ten appli-
cants are accepted into 
the program. It seemed 
like a sign.”

Fast forward, and now 
they have both graduated 
and moved back to Bay-
side, reunited with their 
families and friends — 
and Price has finished 
shooting another film.

“We both grew up 
in Bayside, attended 
Queens College, spent 
years all over the place 
— California, Canada, 
Ireland, Moscow — and 
after all these years,” 
Price said, “we have the 
privilege of returning 
to our hometown. Talk 
about full circle. It is sur-
real.”

Continued from Page 43 

ACTRESS

RIOULT DANCE NY
March 3-4, 2018
RIOULT Dance NY returns to Queens Theatre with the sensual, 
articulate and exquisitely musical works of Pascal Rioult. Rioult and his 
outstanding company of dancers have made their mark on both the NYC 
and international dance scenes. 

Saturday, Mar 3, 2018 at 2pm & 8pm
Sunday, Mar 4, 2018 at 3pm

Following the Sunday performance, join Pascal Rioult and 
his dancers for a free reception in the lobby celebrating the 
Company’s new home in Queens. Be among the first to welcome this 
internationally acclaimed dance company to the community.

TICKETS FROM $20

THE MOUNTAINTOP
by Katori Hall

March 10-11, 2018
On the evening of April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated 
outside room 306 of The Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The Mountaintop 
imagines what may have transpired in the overnight hours between the 
legendary civil rights leader and a seemingly inconsequential hotel maid, 
giving us a glimpse into the human side of Martin Luther King Jr. in this 
Olivier Award winning play by Katori Hall in a new production from L.A. 
Theatre Works.

Saturday, Mar 10, 2018 at 2pm
Saturday, Mar 10, 2018 at 8pm

Sunday, Mar 11, 2018 at 3pm

Call: 718-760-0064 
Click: www.queenstheatre.org

14 United Nations Avenue South · Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Free Parking · Free Subway Shuttle from Mets Willets Point
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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through with support from 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY), 35 Democratic 
senators from across the coun-
try and 73 Democratic House 
representatives, including 
three from Upstate New York 
and one from Long Island.

Many of the Democratic 
senators and House represen-
tatives decided to back the bill 
after Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) said 

he would move an immigra-
tion debate to this Friday, and 
because of the concessions in 
the budget deal the President 
and Speaker of the House Paul 
Ryan (R-WS) made to attract 
their votes.

According to Rep. Marcia 
Fudge (D-Ohio), she voted for the 
bill because the federal funding 
would support hospitals in her 
state that provided healthcare 
to low-income patients. 

The bill includes $95 bil-
lion towards disaster relief for 
Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands, $3 billion to 
combat the opioid epidemic, 

$10 billion in infrastructure, 
and $2.9 billion for childcare to 
drum up Democratic support.

To entice conservatives, 
the bill included $165 billion in 
funding for the Pentagon.

Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY), a 
libertarian and staunch fis-
cal conservative, took issue 
with the 652-page bill, because 
it lacked spending caps and 
would add dramatically to the 
national debt. He also repri-
manded his fellow Republicans 
for raising the debt ceiling after 
they took issue with doing the 
same thing under the Obama 
administration.  

“No words I have can ex-
press the sorrow I feel over the 
loss of such a young great life,” 
she wrote. “Your bravery and 
actions speak to me and tell me 
what a selfless young man you 
are. For a short time you made 

the world a better place. Rest In 
Peace.”

Cornelia Apold, whose son 
attended school with Anthony, 
also shared her sympathies 
with the family. 

“We are deeply saddened.  
Words cannot explain the sor-
row and pain we feel for the loss 
of Anthony,” she wrote.  “Mar-
cus has been privileged to know 

Anthony since first grade. Your 
family is in our thoughts and 
prayers. May God give you the 
strength and comfort needed 
during this difficult time. An-
thony, sweet angel forever in 
our hearts”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

The precinct, which is fifth in 
precinct population and fifth 
in geographic size out of 77 pre-
cincts, covers nearly 13 square 
miles in southeast Queens and 
parts of Nassau County from 
Glen Oaks to Rosedale.

The 105th Precinct’s geo-
graphical challenges made 
it difficult for it to fully serve 
that large swath of southeast 
Queens, which also includes 
Queens Village, Cambria 
Heights, Bellaire, Hollis, New 
Hyde Park and Floral Park.

According to Inspector Jef-

frey Schiff in an August 2017 
meeting, the 105th Precinct has 
a 6 minute and 58 seconds re-
sponse time. 

By relinquishing the east-
ern most parts of its coverage 
area (Rosedale, Springfield 
Gardens, Brookville and Lau-
relton) to the 116th Precinct, the 
105th Precinct could possibly 
reduce its response time in the 
future. 

Renderings for precinct de-
pict as stretching from 242nd to 
245th streets on North Conduit 
Ave., and will run parallel to the 
Rosedale LIRR train station. 

The creation of the precinct 
was first included in the bor-
ough president’s 2014 Strategic 
Policy Statement.  

lios said about his student’s ac-
cident on the field.

The U.S. Department of 
Education classified the high 
school at 48-10 31st Ave. in As-
toria as “Title 1,” which means 
a large percentage of its pu-
pils come from low-income 
families, and its principal told 
meeting attendees that invest-
ing in the facility is critical to 
her students’ success.

“A majority of our students, 
90 percent, are low-income,” 
said Namita Dwarka. “Our 
students are doing amazing 
things, but in order for us to 
show them that they could 
reach their capacity and full 
potential, we need to create a 
really good environment for 
them.”

William Cullen Bryant 
is one of five schools with 
arts students performing at a 
March 19 competitive show-
case at Broadway’s Shubert 
Theatre, in Manhattan, but 
the rehearsal space in its di-
lapidated auditorium is lack-
ing compared to those at other 
nearby schools, according to a 
faculty member.

“The chancellor and the 
mayor are talking about equity 
and access, but what we have is 
not comparable,” Art Director 
Allissa Crea said in reference 
to the facilities at the Frank Si-

natra Arts High School, a few 
blocks away on 35th Ave. in 
Astoria. 

SCA Project Manager Dan-
ielle Schaaf said that she will 
help the school get in touch 
with someone about the asbes-
tos and decrepit lockers, but 
that auditoriums and fields are 
not considered high priorities, 
and that their renovations are 
typically funded by City Coun-
cil or the Borough President 
via Resolution A grants.

And SCA spokesman Bed 
Goodman told attendees that 
the organization is amending 
its previous budget of approxi-
mately $15.5 billion to incorpo-
rate an additional $940 million 
towards capital-construction 
projects including new clean-
energy boilers, pre-schools, 
physical-education spaces, 
seats, and repairs to some 
schools’ existing exteriors. 

But a leader of the Queens 
High School Presidents’ Coun-
cil took issue with the capital 
plans, arguing they neglected 
the needs of local high schools 
by largely focusing on improve-
ments at pre-K and intermedi-
ary learning houses. 

The civic honcho noted 
that the Academy of Ameri-
can Studies at 28-04 41st Ave. 
in Long Island City still lacks 
an auditorium, despite locals 
requesting to add one for 20 
years, and that a previous pro-
posal to build a new hall at the 
school was abandoned in re-
cent plans for it.

X?’” Sharpton said. “First of all, 
before you can get to the insult, 
Malcolm is his name. So the first 
violation is you’re asking him 
to deny his name. Secondly, his 
mama and daddy gave him that 
name, and no school has the 
right to disregard or disrespect 
the decision of parents. You 
wouldn’t do that to other par-
ents and you’re not going to do 
that to black parents in our com-
munities... It’s about respecting 
the identity of this child and it’s 
about respecting his parents.” 

Sharpton said he had sent 
one of the ministers from his 
network to speak to the school, 
which had not been receptive to 
discussing the matter and refut-
ed the perception Malcolm X was 
a terrorist.

“Malcolm represented the 
ability to redeem and build and 
we found our pride and man-
hood in him, because he proved 

we can be broken and put back 
together again,” Sharpton said.

The mother of the 17-year-old, 
Mychelle Combs, said the school 
made no attempt to involve the 
parents and when Combs’ father 
went to the school to speak to 
the assistant principal, he was 
told she was out to lunch and he 
would need an appointment.

“No school should do any-
thing to a child and the parent 
can’t address it that day,” My-
chelle Combs said. “Christ the 
King, you made it a media issue 
when you messed with our son... 
Malcolm X is not controversial, 
but Christ the King, your admin-
istration is.”

Shabazz told the story about 
how her father was gunned down 
in front of his wife and children 
in 1965.

“My mother made certain 
she kept my father’s human-
ity, his love, compassion and 
impeccable integrity very 
integral in our household,” 
Shabazz, who was born in 
Queens, said. “Less than 55 
years ago, mass lynchings in 

our communities across the 
nation were rampant. Men, 
women and children were 
strung up and hung on tree 
limbs...  My young father came 
along and said, just in his 20s, 
we demand our human rights 
as your brother, we demand 
our human rights ordained 
by God for all people. He was 
fearless because he loved us 
and our humanity... We must 
come together and ensure our 
educational curriculum is in-
clusive of historical facts.”

Shabazz said teachers need 
cultural sensitivity training 
in a city school system heav-
ily populated with children 
from different ethnicities and 
praised Combs for speaking 
out.

Rev. Kevin McCall, the 
crisis director of National 
Action Network, said he 
attended a meeting at the 
school following the inci-
dent where he claimed to 
be unwelcome during an 
attempt to allegedly “sweep 
this under the rug.” 

Continued from Page 4 
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Perez

that student test scores, college 
readiness and enrollment will 
turnaround within three years 
or face being shutdown, accord-
ing to city’s Dept. of Education. 

The Brian Piccolo Middle 
School (M.S. 53) and the Rob-
ert Vernam School (P.S./M.S. 
42) are the two renewal schools 
in Queens on the chopping 
block for this year, according 
to Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña.

The graduation rate for 28 
renewal schools increased by 

5.7 percent to 65.7 percent, ac-
cording to the mayor’s office. 
The dropout rate for students 
at renewal schools went down 
by 2.2 percent to 16.4 percent 
in 2017. There were 12 renewal 
schools in Queens as of Fall 
2017.

Last year also saw the high-
est numbers ever for city stu-

dents taking and passing Ad-
vanced Placement exams, said 
Fariña. This year also saw the 
highest college readiness rate 
on record,  and 64 percent of 
high school students gradu-
ated on time.

With the SATs now be-
ing free of charge for juniors, 
61,800 students took the exam 

last year, according to the 
chancellor.

For the second year in a 
row, city students outper-
formed their upstate coun-
terparts in English, while 
elementary to middle school 
students made gains in state 
english and math subjects, 
said Fariña.

Continued from Page 4 

Grad rates
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Boulevard, but she said the 
situation is moving in a posi-
tive direction.

“As community members 
we all work together, but it’s 
really the voices of our com-
munity that matter,” Pheffer 
Amato said. “But in a small 
community like this, our lo-
cal stores are the heart and 
soul of our community and 
it’s important that [custom-
ers] can drive up and do their 
errands on Saturday, not 
change their routines at the 
cost of moving forward.”

Chimienti said she would 
like DOT and elected officials 
to work on further expand-
ing parking solutions during 
the evening rush hour when 
many of her customers are do-
ing grocery shopping on their 
way home from work, but is 
happy with relief the time 
change will bring.

Chimienti claimed she had 
seen a 10 percent to 15 percent 
drop in business since the 
launch of the bus route.

DOT released a statement 
Monday announcing that 
with the change to the bus 
lane timetable, it will be ac-
tivating traffic enforcement 
cameras along the corridor to 
issue violations to motorists 
who encroach in the newly in-
stalled lanes.

While Addabbo said he 
recognizes the need for more 
public transportation and 
is working to address it, he 
does not believe it should 
come at the cost of neighbor-
hood businesses.

Although the bus lane is 
only freed up on Saturdays 
south of Liberty Avenue, Add-
abbo wants to push to make 
this change along the entire 
corridor.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Blvd. may be feasible.
The state senator said he is 

not sure how the city expects 
people to live with these con-
ditions and that it was absurd 
that residents still have to beg 
for basic services like storm 
sewers. 

“How they allow their resi-
dents to live in such a flood-
prone area without proper 
drainage or a sewer is beyond 
me,” he said at the press con-
ference. “Just because these 
New Yorkers live at the end of 
College Point does not mean 
that you should treat them 
like they live at the end of the 
world. These New Yorkers 
have waited too long. Some-
thing needs to be done imme-
diately.”

College Point resident Irina 
Ngai said that the street has 
been in this condition for 26 
years because the basins are 
not connected to the New York 
City sewers. 

“This condition persists 
year-round and in the winter 
it is like this every day,” she 
said. “In the winter, when it 
snows, it floods and turns icy 
and slippery, in the summer-
time, there are mosquitoes, it 
attracts disease, and the debris 
creates a hazard. The most im-
portant thing to do now is to 
connect the basin to the city 
sewer to help drain the water. 
If that was to happen, most of 
the problems would go away.”

Continued from Page 1 

Flooding

Continued from Page 1 

SBS

State Sen. Tony Avella points to a flooded road in College Point. Photo courtesy of Tony Avella

ON THE HUNT

We may live in a big city, but Mother Nature doesn’t stop at the Queens-Nassau border. Here’s proof: 
a red-tailed hawk in Flushing Meadows Corona Park zeroes in a luckless pigeon last week near 
Meadow Lake. It did not end well for the pigeon. Photo by Nicholas Biondo
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Sports

Pitchers and catchers re-
porting to Spring Training 
marks the official start of the 
2018 baseball season. Every 
team has its storylines, but 
let’s take a look at some of the 
more important narratives for 
the Mets as the team embarks 
on its 2018 journey.

Health
The most important part of 

Spring Training for the Mets 
— and every other club — is 
to make sure the players stay 
healthy throughout the pre-
season to ensure a complete 
roster is ready to go for the 
regular season. 

With the Mets, however, 
that’s easier said than done. 
The team has had their fair 
share of injury problems the 
last few years, and 2017 was no 
different. The Mets dealt with 
a plethora of health issues last 
season, specifically to their 
pitchers. Zack Wheeler, Matt 
Harvey, Steven Matz, Seth 
Lugo and Noah Syndergaard 
each missed significant time 
last year, and that can’t happen 
again if the Metsies are going 

to compete this season.
Pitching coach Dave Eiland 

and new manager Mickey Cal-
laway designed a new offsea-
son throwing program for the 
pitchers to help keep them fresh 
heading into Spring Training. 
If that works, and the Mets can 
keep sluggers Yoenis Cespedes 
and Jay Bruce healthy, the 
team should be able to hit the 
ground running come April. 

First Base
The Mets have a competi-

tion brewing at first base. 
Dominic Smith struggled 

in his rookie season, and the 
Amazins have brought in vet-
eran Adrian Gonzalez to battle 
the lefty slugger for at-bats this 
season. Gonzalez, who last 
played with the Dodgers, is 
on the back nine of his career, 
but brings a wealth of experi-
ence to the club and could help 
Smith grow into a more bal-
anced and patient hitter. 

The Mets should give Smith 
every chance to win the start-
ing job, but having Gonzalez 
on the roster is a low-risk, 

Mickey Callaway’s handling of star players Yoenis Cespedes and Noah 
Syndergaard will be one of many storylines to follow for Mets fans 
throughout Spring Training. AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

The St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team continued its 
surprising turnaround, 
defeating Marquette, 86-78 
Saturday after shocking No. 
1 Villanova, 79-75 just three 
days earlier. The impressive 
victories come after the Red 
Storm defeated then-No. 4 
Duke to snap an 11-game los-
ing streak and bumped up 
their record to 13-13 (2-11 in 
conference) on the season.

Shamorie Ponds has been 
the spark the Johnnies need-
ed, recording 70 total points 
in the back-to-back wins, 
including 44 against Mar-
quette. That came after he 
willed the Red Storm to vic-
tory against top-ranked Vil-
lanova. The win marked the 
first time St. John’s defeated 
the nation’s top-ranked team 
in 33 years. 

Despite being a massive 
underdog, St. John’s showed 
it wasn’t intimidated and 
went toe-to-toe with ‘Nova, 

taking a 39-34 advantage 
into intermission.

“I never walk into a game 
thinking that we have no 
chance,” head coach Chris 
Mullin said. 

The Johnnies worked 
hard to maintain their lead 
in the second half. Nova’ 
tied the game at 41-41 early 
in the stanza, but St. John’s 
reclaimed the lead and never 
looked back, staying a step 
ahead of the Wildcats for the 
remainder of the game. 

Ponds led the way with 
26 points and Justin Simon 
recorded a double-double, 
scoring 16 points and grab-
bing 10 boards, while adding 
seven assists to his ledger. 
Marvin Clark II added an ef-
ficient 15 points and Bashir 
Ahmed scored 10.

The victory over ‘Nova 
marked the first time St. 
John’s defeated two pro-
grams ranked in the top five 
in back-to-back games. 

“It’s big for the univer-
sity, and it’s also big for us,” 

Ponds said. “I feel like it 
will give us the little spark 
that we need going into the 
rest of the season. Two-huge 
wins. We’ve never lost the 
confidence, but no one wants 
to go through the losing. I 
feel like we stayed together, 
but we weren’t getting the 
outcomes that we wanted. If 
we stayed together, it would 
eventually fall through.”

The wins gave St. John’s 
momentum heading into its 
showdown with Marquette, 
and the Johnnies didn’t dis-
appoint on their home court, 
earning their third consecu-
tive victory.

Ponds and his 44 points 
were the game’s biggest 
story, but Justin Simon also 
had a nice game, chipping in 
16 points and 11 rebounds. 

The score remained tight 
throughout the first half, 
with the Red Storm taking 
a slim 34-32 advantage into 
the second half. From there, 
Ponds took over the game for 

Shamorie Ponds drives past a Villanova defender during the Johnnies’ upset victory.  
Courtesy of St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52

Top Spring Training 
storylines for Mets

St. John’s stays hot
Red Storm downs Marquette, stuns No. 1 Villanova

Zach 
Gewelb
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high-reward gamble for the 
team. Best case scenario, he re-
captures some of his old magic 
and provides a solid bat with an 
adequate glove at first. Worst 
case scenario, he helps Smith 
grow into a better player. It’s a 
win-win scenario. 

 Mickey Callaway
For the first time since 

2010, someone other than 
Terry Collins will come to 
Port St. Lucie as the man-
ager of the New York Mets. 
Callaway was hired away 
from the Cleveland Indi-
ans, where he served as the 
team’s pitching coach un-
der Terry Francona. The 
move has been universally 
praised.

Callaway has no manag-
ing experience, but is viewed 
around the industry as be-
ing ready for the promotion. 
As he enters his inaugural 
Spring Training as a manag-
er, fans and players get their 
first chance to see how Cal-
laway will run the team.

It may be tough to get a 
sense as to how he’d manage 
a regular season game, but 
we’ll get to see how he han-
dles the team’s bigger person-
alities like Cespedes, Synder-
gaard and Harvey. If he can 
keep them — and everyone 
else — in line, perhaps the 
Mets can avoid some of the 
drama that surrounded the 
team under Collins. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at 
zgewelb@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4539.

the Johnnies. He went 9-of-
12 from the field and scored 
27 points in the second half 
alone. He finished the night 
shooting 16-of-23 — includ-
ing 4-of-7 from three-point 
range. His 44 total points are 
the most scored in the 57-
year history of Carnesecca 
Arena, which left Mullin im-
pressed.

“I think its self-explan-
atory. Historic. He broke 
the building record, so that 
speaks for itself,” Mullin 
said. “Just an incredible per-
formance, he’s played really 
well since he’s been here. 
Looks like he’s got more pop 
and more energy... I was glad 
to see that. It was a legend-
ary, historic performance... 
no comparisons.”

“I mean it is a blessing,” 
Ponds said of his historic 
night. “All the great players 
who came through this uni-
versity, for my name to be 
up there, it’s a dream come 
true.”

“It felt good to see the ball 
go in, trying to mix it up,” he 
added. “Going to the rack, 
free throws, mid-range, 
three point, it felt good out 

there... Just to see one go in 
from the beginning of the 
game. I was confident the en-
tire game. I just try to keep 
the foot on the gas.” 

St. John’s took care of 
business in the second half, 
outscoring Marquette by six 
to secure the victory. 

Armed with renewed con-
fidence, St. John’s will look 
to continue its hot streak 
and end the season on a high 
note before the Big East 

Tournament in March. 
“It’s about time we turned 

it around. Coach [Mullin] has 
said all we need is one,” Simon 
said. “We’ve lost every way we 
could, and now we learn from 
our mistakes. We limit them. 
We play hard and play togeth-
er.”

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@ 
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Continued from Page 51 

St. John’s

Ponds celebrates the victory over Villanova with head coach Chris 
Mullin. Courtesy of St. John’s Athletics

Continued from Page 51 

Mets
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_2-16-18

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Sale
Dates

Feb
Fri.

16
Sat.

17
Feb

Sun.

18
Feb

Mon.

19
Feb

Tues

20
Feb

Wed

21
Feb

Thurs.

22
Feb

3/$3

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

5/$5
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5. 

12-16 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Manicotti, Lasagna,
Gluten Free, Jumbo Shells,
Collezione & Plus)

Barilla
Pasta

$199
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

Mott’s
Apple
Juice

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
For Tots Fruit Juice or Kool-Aid

Jammers
K l Aid
60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack
Assorted

2/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. 

Must Buy 2.

4/$5

Carnation
Evaporated
Milk

CC tiC
12 Fl Oz Can
Regular, Low Fat or Fat Free

3/$9

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Nestle
Pure Life
Water
24 Pack

Plus Deposit Where Applicable. Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

Plus DepDepDepepepepososososositos WheWheWheWheWheWhWhWWhWhWhWhWheWh rererere Applicabl

$1499

216 Fl Oz Pkg 
12 Oz Assorted Beer

Budweiser,
Bud Light or 
Coors 
18 Pack

le.le

YOUR
CHOICE!

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. With Cl b C d LiLiLi it 2

2/$6

Breyers
Ice Cream
B
1.5 Qt Cont
Assorted Dairy Desserts or

$599 YOUR
CHOICE!

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

Key Food or
Urban Meadow
Oil

M
A
J

6
FBarilla

Pasta
Sauce

14.5-24 Oz Jar
Assorted

3/$5

With Cl b Cb Cb C d & Addd’l $

$599

46-50 Fl Oz Btl 
Assorted

Tide
Laundry
Detergent

5/$9

4.4-10.5 Oz Pkg 
Assorted

Smart Ones
Full Line
Sale!

2/$5

7-8.5 Oz Bag ... Assorted

5-8 Oz Bag ... Assorted
(Excludes: Kettle Cooked)

9-9.25 Oz Bag ... Assorted

8.75-16 Oz Bag ... Assorted

7 8.8.8.5 Oz5 O5 O5 O  Bag Baggggggg ... AAs

� Cheetos
  Snacks

7 8 5 Oz Bag Assssorororteor d

(ExcExcExcludeees: Kss ettle Cookedd

� Lay’s
  Potato Chips

9 9.9.9.9.25 O25 O25 Oz Bag ... AAssorte

� Fritos 
  Corn Snacks
8.757575 16 16 Oz BOz BOz Bag .ag .ag .gggggg .. A.. As

� �old �old
  Pretzels

MIX &
MATCH! �itz

Crackers

7.5-15.1 Oz Box
Assorted Fresh Stacks,
Munchables or

2/$5 With Club Card,
Limit 4 Offers.

Must Buy 2.

Ben & Jerry’s
Ice Cream
BB & J ’
16 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Non Dairy Desserts)

$399

y

Donnelly’s
Blood
Pudding

DD
8 Oz Pkg
White or

$299

Sparta
Extra Virgin
Olive
Oil

3 Liter Can

$2999

Marco Polo
Preserves
M
13 Oz Jar
Assorted

2/$5

Filosophy
Spiral
Pie

Fil h
850 Gram Pkg

$999

Milka
Small
Chocolate

MiMMMilkklk
By The Pkg
Assorted

$199

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.Plus Depo

$999

72 Fl Oz Pkg 
12 Oz Assorted

72 Fl Oz Pkg 
12 Oz Assorted Craft
(Excludes: Seasonal, Lil’ Sumpin,
Maximus, Sucks & Milk Stout)

Sierra Nevada or

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 999999999

,

Lagunitas Beer 
6 Pack

Traditional or Flavored

Tyson
�otisserie
Chicken

ea.ea.
$599

Made With 6 Month 
Aged Cheddar .... Gluten Free
Yellow or White

Finlandia
American
Cheese

lb.lb.
$499Sliced To Order

Certified By The 
American Heart Association
Premium ... Lower Sodium

Boar’s Head
�oasted
Turkey
Breast

lb.lb.
$799Sliced To Order

DiLusso
Deluxe
Ham

lb.lb.
$499Sliced To Order lb.lb.

$899
Sliced To Order

�are
�oast Beef

Homestyle

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

$199lb. Jumbo Pack99¢
lb.

Grade A Fresh

Perdue
Chicken
Drumsticks 
or Thighs

YOUR
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

USDA Choice Beef
First Cut ... Bone-In

Chuck
Steaks

$299lb.
Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

Boneless

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

FamF il
3 Lbs

$299lb.

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... Shell, T-Bone or

Porterhouse
Steaks

$699
lb.

Pecorino
�omano
P i
Imported From Italy
Store Cut

$49999999Sold By The Piece
$$$$$$$$$$44444444lb.

MIX &
MATCH!

3/$999

Entenmann’s
Full Line
Sale!

6.8-26.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Single Serve, Pies & Any Items 
Priced Over $6.99 Normal Retail)

Stouffer’s
Classics
StStSttttSto ffffffer’’s

8.38-12.75 Oz Box ... Assorted 
French Bread Pizza,
Simple Dishes or

4/$10

C
A
P

B
�
T
B

Chabaso
Ciabatta
Bread

16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

�
�

H

Carr’s
Crackers

4.25-7 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

D
D
H

Irish
Soda
Bread

I i h

12 Oz Pkg 
Hot Cross Buns or
16 Oz Pkg ... Baked

$399 YOUR 
CHOICE!

G

P
C
D
o

Center Cut
Pork
Loin

CC t CC t
Sold As Roast Only 
Whole ... Boneless

$199$$11111lb.

U
B

PP
S

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon 
Fillet

Farm Raised

$799$$$7777777lb.

B

C
P
CC

Farmland
Bacon

16 Oz Pkg
Hickory Smoked,
Low Salt or Thick Cut

$399

$799

8 Roll Pack
White: Regular or Select A Sizeg

Bounty 
Paper 
Towels

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

3/$12
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

MIX &
MATCH!

Pepsi or
Mountain Dew
12 Pack

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted
Lipton, Mug, Crush, Schweppes,
Hawaiian Punch, Mist Twst,

PERFECT
FOR LENT!

4/$5
With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 4.

18.5-19 Oz Can
Assorted

Progresso
Traditional
Soup

1
(
G
C

B
P

Campbell’s
Chunky 
Soup

C b ll’
18.6-19 Oz Can
Assorted

4/$5 With Club Card,
Limit 4 Offers.

Must Buy 4.

PERFECT
FOR LENT!

Domino
Sugar
DDD i
4 Lb Bag
(Excludes: Canister)

$199 With Club Card.
Limit 1 Offer.

WW

1
C

K
U
O

Super Bread
�iant
White
Bread

20 Oz Pkg

$139

2/$4

15-16.3 Oz Jar
Assorted

Skippy
Peanut
Butter

$799 YOUR
CHOICE!

20 Lb Bag
Parboiled

Key Food or
Urban Meadow
�ice

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

YOUR
CHOICE!

1
A

P
T
S

Bumble Bee
Alaska
Pink
Salmon

14.75 Oz Can

2/$5

No MSG ... Gluten Free
Premium

2/$5

14 Oz Pkg
Beer Battered Onion Rings or
20-32 Oz Pkg ... Assorted20 32 Oz Pkgggggg ... 2 Ass

McCain
Potatoes

4
A

T
L
D

Scott
Paper
Towels

8 Mega Rolls Equal To 12

$699

Charmin
Ultra
Bath 
Tissue

ChCh i
24 Double Roll Pack
Soft or Strong

$129999999999999 With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. 

Mythos
�reek Beer
6 Pack

$109999
Plus Deposit

Where Applicable.

Family Pack

MMMMMMMMIXMIIXXXXXXXXXMIXMMMMMMMIMIIXXXXXXXXMIXMMMMMMMMIXMMIIXXXXXXIXXMMMMMMMMIIXXXXXMMMMMMMIIXIXXIXXXMMMMMIIXIXMMMMMMMM XXXXMMMMIXXXMMMIXMMMM XXXXXXXXXXMMMMMMIXXXXXXXXXMMMMMIIXXXXX &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& &&&&
MMMMMMMMMMMAMAAAAAATATTATTTMATTTMMMMMMMMMMAMAMAAMATMATMMMMMMMMMMMAMAMATAAAATTMATTMMMMMATMMMAMAAMAATATATMMMMMMMMMAAATATMMMMMAAATTMMMMAAATATMMAAAATATATTATTMMAATATTMMMAATTTTTTMMATTTMATATCCCHCHCCCHHHHCH!H!H!CH!CH!HHHCH!H!CCCCH!H!H!CCCHCHCHCHHCHHCCCCHCHH!CCCHCHCHCHCHH!CCCHHHHHCHHHH!CCHHH!!CHH4/$4

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

/$$$$$

Crush or
Schweppes
2 Liter

C
67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
Hawaiian Punch,

P
M
11

1
L
H

Snapple 
Iced Tea

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted Drinks or

3/$5

7
1

7
1
(
M

S

LL
6

Bickel’s of York
Barrel
Snacks

23 Oz Cont
Assorted

$499
4

C
S
22

C
6
HPirate’s Booty

Popcorn
Puffs

4-6 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

U
F

C
SS

American
Leg of
Lamb

USDA Choice ... Fresh
Whole Regular Style or
Butt Portion

$399$$33333lb.

f

999

YOUR
CHOICE!

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.

4/$5

Del Monte
Mag
Melons

Seedless 
�rapes
S
Red, Green or Black

$149lb.

�iorgio
White

Mushrooms

16 Oz Pkg
Value Size: Whole or Sliced

2/$5

2/$6

Dole
Salad Kits

MIX &
MATCH!

DDDD l

8.4-14.4 Oz Bag
Chopped: Bacon & Bleu, BBQ Ranch, 

Chipotle & Cheddar, Sesame Asian or Sunflower Crunch 
or Kale & Caesar, Southwest, Country Ranch, Ultimate 

Caesar, Spinach & Cherry Almond, 
Endless Summer, Pomegranate or Poppy Seed

18 Oz Large Cont

$399

Fresh
Blueberries

5 Lb Bag
Klondike Goldust or

2/$4

�reen �iant
Idaho

�usset Potatoes

MIX &
MATCH!

YOUR
CHOICE!

LongLong

�reen
Asparagus

$149lb.

Tropical
Mangos

5/$5

�egal’in
Nectarines

$199

����� l’i
Eat It To Believe It!
Super Sweet ... White

$$$$$$$
lb.

C
Tasti-Lee
Tomatoes

2/$5

T ti L
16 Oz Pkg

House Foods
Organic
Tofu

$199

H F d

6.5-14 Oz Pkg
Assorted Omega 3 or

Yellow
Onions

99¢

YYY lll
2 Lb Bag
US #1

�ed Delicious
Apples

Organically Grown
Washington State ... Fancy

99¢
lb.

Blueberries

$299

BBlBlBlBlBlBlBl ebbbbbbbberries
Organically Grown
4.4 Oz Cont

Hass
Avocados

$199

H
Organically Grown

ea.

�iorgio
Mushrooms

2/$5

�ii i

Organically Grown
8 Oz Pkg ... Sliced or Whole
Baby Bella or White

390 Gram Can 500 Gram Pkg
Assorted

200 Gram Pkg 450 Gram Pkg67.6 Fl Oz Btl
AssortedHeinz

Baked
Beans

Misko
Pasta

g

Papadopoulos
Krispies

g

�reek
Flat
�reen
Beans

Fanta
2 Liter

$199 $199 2/$4 $399
Pl D it Wh A

$349

4
A

S
F
S

Donnelly
Irish
Bangers

D l
16 Oz Pkg

$599

Wish-Bone
Dressing

15 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

2/$4 With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. 

Must Buy 2.

Pompeian
Blended
Olive Oil

48 Fl Oz Cont

$599


