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BY BILL PARRY

As expected, lifelong Corona 
resident Ari Espinal will run 
as the Democratic Party’s can-
didate in the April 24 special 
election to fill former state As-
semblyman Francisco Moya’s 
seat that became vacant after he 
was elected to the City Council 
in November. 

While the Queens GOP has 
yet to name a Republican op-
ponent, the Queens Democratic 
Party, the Working Families 
Party, and the Women’s Equal-
ity Party endorsed Espinal, who 
has served as a district leader 
for four years.

“She is a dedicated com-
munity leader and activist who 
has worked throughout her ca-
reer to serve others,” U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), the chairman of the 
Queens Democratic Party, said. 
“Ari will be a fierce advocate for 
Queens families and I look for-
ward to working with her.”

Espinal most recently served 
for seven years on Moya’s staff 
while he was in the Assembly. 
Her campaign was bolstered by 
Moya’s strong endorsement last 
month.

“I have lived in Central 
Queens my entire life and I am 
ready to deliver for our com-

BY BILL PARRY

The property manager of a 
Sunnyside condominium who 
became the focus of multiple 
state and city investigations 
after he was accused of intimi-
dating and harassing residents 
has resigned from the condo-
minium’s board of managers 
in a settlement the city’s Com-
mission on Human Rights an-
nounced last Friday. 

Neal Milano, 70, and his 
“one-man reign of terror” were 
exposed by Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) af-
ter he toured the lobby of the 
building at 47-55 39th Pl. in Au-
gust, where he found displays of 
Nazi and Confederate imagery, 
swastikas and symbols of hate 
on every wall, and even the 
names of infamous Nazis Josef 
Mengele and Rudolph Hess in 
the building’s directory.

The Commission launched 
an investigation into discrimi-
nation at the condo after sev-
eral tenants and unit owners 
reported that Milano was ha-
rassing tenants on their immi-
gration status, national origin, 
and race, as well as creating a 
generally hostile environment.

“This kind of behavior is 
disgusting and unacceptable. 
People were terrified,” Van 
Bramer said. “As soon as we 
saw what was happening, we 
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BY BILL PARRY

The city will have to make 
some changes to its plan to 
allow a developer to build a 
massive 1,000 unit residential 
complex on public land along 
the Long Island City water-
front, according to City Coun-

cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside). 

The project, in which TF 
Cornerstone would build two 
towers — one 64 stories tall 
and the other with 50 stories 
— would require a zoning 
change that would need Van 
Bramer’s blessing during the 

public approval process as the 
representative of the district.

“I was never for this proj-
ect, but I was waiting to see 
what the final plan looks 
like,” Van Bramer said.

While the plan has yet 
to be certified or begin the 

Nolan, JVB against LIC towers

Continued on Page 50

Ari Espinal
gets the nod
from Dems

Sunnyside condo settlement
Milano out as manager; Nazi, racist imagery to be removed from lobby

Community opposition is growing over the city’s plan to build a massive 
residential development just north of Anable Basin.

IndieCade returned to Museum of the Moving Image for its fifth year. The three-day 
festival connects independent digital game developers with like-minded players. 
See photos on Page 24. Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

WELCOME TO VIDEO VALHALLA
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Sexual assault survi-

vors would have a greater 
opportunity to seek justice 
and expand their rights 
under proposed legislation 
authored by state Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) and she urged its 
passage during a bi-partisan 
news conference in Albany 
last week.

Simotas’ bill, A8401A, 
would prevent the prema-
ture destruction of rape kits 
and create a sexual assault 
survivors bill of rights.

“Mandating the quick 
processing of rape kits, 
which we did in 2016, was 
the first step to ensuring 
that untested rape kits are 
not destroyed and ensuring 
that untested rape kits are 
not destroyed  is the neces-
sary second step,” Simotas 
said. “Victims must also be 
informed of their rights and 
they must have access to in-
formation about the status 
of evidence analysis. This is 
common decency and com-
mon sense.”

If a victim chooses not 
to make a police report, the 
hospital that collects the 
rape kit currently is only re-
quired to retain the evidence 
for 30 days before it can be 
discarded. This is often not 
enough time for a trauma-
tized victim to make a deci-
sion about moving forward 
with a criminal complaint.

The bill requires that 
such “unreported” rape kits 
be retained for at least 20 
years at a centralized, secure 
storage facility. Amanda 
Nguyen, a rape survivor and 
founder of Rise, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
preserving and furthering 
the rights of survivors, sup-
ports Simotas’ legislation.

“The DNA evidence in a 
rape kit is both crucial for 

survivors seeking justice 
and exonerating the inno-
cent,” she said. “We are hope-
ful the state of New York will 
pass this legislation to meet 
the federal standard — en-
suring rape kits will be pre-
served for 20 years for the 
6.6 million survivors in New 
York.”

The Simotas legislation 
would also establish a sexu-
al assault survivors’ bill of 
rights to ensure that victims 
are informed of their rights 
under the New York State 
law, including the right to 
consult with a rape crisis 
or victims’ assistance orga-
nization; the right to appro-
priate health care services 
including a forensic exami-
nation; HIV post-exposure 
therapies and emergency 
contraception at no cost; and 
the right to receive updates 
on their sexual offense evi-
dence kit and any changes in 
the status of their case.

“Compassion must al-
ways be paramount in the 
law enforcement response 
to sexual assault victims,” 
Simotas said.” It’s the right 
thing to do and it will help 
lock up dangerous crimi-
nals.”

State Sen. Kemp Hannon 
(R-Nassau) will carry the 
measure in the upper cham-
ber.

“Making sure survivors’ 
rights are clearly spelled out 
and unreported kits are pre-
served until the person who 
has been attacked is able to 
face going forward are an im-
portant reform that New York 
must make. Doing what we 
can to strengthen the rights 
of sexual assault survivors 
and help them feel safe once 
again is essential.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2018 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY BILL PARRY

The unprecedented 
growth of Long Island City 
could include a multimillion-
dollar life-sciences campus 
and the neighborhood’s de-
velopment organization is 
aiming to make that happen. 

The Long Island City 
Partnership issued a formal 
request for ideas earlier this 
month seeking consultants to 
produce a strategic plan for 
developing a feasibility study 
that would help lure New 
York’s Life Sciences Cluster 
to the fastest-growing neigh-
borhood in the nation.

“We want people to have 
the best information about 
why Long Island City is the 
best place to invest in creat-
ing a life-sciences cluster in 
New York,” LIC Partnership 
President Elizabeth Lusskin 
said. “The more information 
and strategy we can offer po-
tential investors the better. 
It’s an enormous sector of the 
economy and we think it def-
initely belongs here in Long 
Island City, which is fertile 
ground for such a cluster.”

When the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation 
issued a Request for Expres-
sions of Interest for creating 
an applied life sciences hub 
last month, Long Island City 
was specifically referenced 
as a possible location. The 
neighborhood’s extensive 
residential development, 
planned office development 
and its nexus with a home-
grown tech industry make 
it the perfect candidate for 
the hub, which Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said would spur an 
estimated 16,000 new, good-
paying jobs.

The life sciences and bio-
technology industry includes 
a wide array of disciplines 
focused on developing cures, 
treatments and technologies. 

Its companies work to devel-
op new vaccines and phar-
maceuticals, build advanced 
prosthetic devices, and de-
sign software that make di-
agnostics more accurate and 
with a 16 percent growth in 
jobs since 2009, the life sci-
ences sector is among the 
fastest growing in the city

“We offer a strong labor 
pool and we have LaGuardia 
Community College as a part-
ner for training people for 
many levels of jobs such as 
lab techs, accounting depart-
ments, maintenance staff 
and payroll and other sup-
port services,” Lusskin said. 
“Plus, with the expansion of 
NYC Ferry and the opening of 
the 2nd Avenue subway, LIC 
offers true accessibility to 
the Cornell Tech campus on 
Roosevelt Island and 1st Av-
enue and York Avenue, where 
the majority of the city’s pre-
mier academic medical insti-
tutions are located.”

In addition, the city has 
the world’s largest concentra-
tion of academic institutions 
with nine major academic 
medical centers, including 
Weill Cornell Medical Col-
lege and The Rockfeller Uni-
versity located on the Upper 
East Side.

When the EDC released 
its Request for Expression of 
Interest  last month, a large 
city-owned building at 44-36 
44th Drive was listed as a 
possible location for the hub, 
but Lusskin is looking at the 
bigger picture.

“The city said that site 
might be made available for 
use, but LIC has so much 
going for it it’s not the only 
place in Long Island City 
where you could do some-
thing great in,” she said.  

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The Long Island City Partnership launches its effort to create a life sciences 
campus in the booming neighborhood. Photo by Bill Parry

LIC wants science hub Simotas pushes legislation
to save un-tested rape kitsPartnership seeks consultants to form strategic plan
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Parents bring triplets home after long stay in hospital

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Manjinder Singh went to 
the hospital with his partner 
Navdeep Kaur so that they could 
prepare for a scheduled Caesar-
ian on Jan. 16, for a trio of girls, 
but the triplets decided to come a 
day early, according to hospital 
spokesman Cleon Edwards. 

The triplets were born in 
Jamaica on Jan. 15 and were 
recently released from the NYC 
Health + Hospitals clinic locat-
ed at 82-68 164th St. earlier this 
month.

Despite the girls coming a day 
early the hospital Obstetrics and 
Neonatology teams were ready 
with additional staff and special-
ized equipment for an emergency 
C-section for Kaur. 

The first out of the gate at 9:26 
p.m. weighing 3 pounds and 11 
ounces was Anayapreet Kaur. 

The second baby born was 
Hargunpreet Kaur at 9:27 p.m. 
She weighed 3 pounds and 6 
ounces. 

Parulpreet Kaur was born 
at 9:28 p.m. and weighed the 

most at 4 pounds.
The babies were born with-

in 34 weeks, which is consid-
ered full term for triplets, and 
they were admitted to the Neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit for 

mild respiratory distress. 
Parulpeet was discharged 

from the hospital on Jan. 31 and 
Anayapreet and Hargunpreet 
were discharged on Feb. 8, and 
all three are now able to breathe 

room air on their own now. 
Obstetrics physicians Ta-

tiana Viloria, Anubha Arora, 
and Amal Aldurra delivered the 
girls.

Labor and delivery nurses 

Sherlin Abraham, Ramona 
McKenzie, as well as Neonatolo-
gy team members Jacob Go, Viv-
ian Lata and Mary Grace Peralta 
also helped with the baby girls. 

In 2014, NYC Health + Hos-
pitals was the first hospital in 
Queens to receive the World 
Health Organization’s “Baby 
Friendly” designation after 
an intensive three-year col-
laborative process to support 
new mothers in breastfeeding 
newborns. 

“NYC Health + Hospitals/
Queens is proud to be a com-
munity hospital where young 
families can count on having a 
healthy start in life,” said hos-
pital CEO Chris Roker. “Our 
birthing center provides a 
warm and vibrant atmosphere 
where new moms can look for-
ward to a promising experience 
for themselves and their babies 
under the expert guidance of 
our Labor & Delivery team of 
professionals.”

The parents are happy at 
home in Valley Stream with the 
new additions to their family. 

Proud parents of baby triplets Manjinder Singh and Navdeep Kaur are joined by dad’s brother, Harpreet Singh 
(c.), as they cradle their newborn daughters.  Courtesy of NYC HHC

Trio welcomed into world a day early after emergency C-section at Jamaica clinic
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Astoria Houses received 

new rooftop generators for 
surge protection from storms 
on Feb. 14 purchased with 
FEMA funds awarded to NY-
CHA following Superstorm 
Sandy in 2012, which affected 
up 60,000 residents living in 
homes managed by the city 
agency.

The December 2015 FEMA 
grant of $3 billion has so far 
funded $1.85 billion in con-
tracts to make NYCHA build-
ings and their inhabitants less 
likely to experience the hard-
ships of future storms to come 
through structural reinforce-
ment, storm surge protection 
and infrastructure upgrades.

“Our Sandy recovery work 
shows that NYCHA can be a 
leader in rebuilding stronger, 
more resilient cities,” NYCHA 
Chair Shola Olatoye said. “This 

unprecedented public invest-
ment will provide the almost 
60,000 NYCHA residents who 
were affected by Superstorm 
Sandy with safe, stable homes 
in the face of future storms and 
the undeniable consequences 
of climate change.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) took credit for se-
curing $75 million in federal 
funds for the NYCHA recovery 
effort.

“Additional work needs to 
be done, but these resiliency 
improvements, along with the 
rooftop generators, are a step 
in the right direction and will 
go a long way to protect our 
residents during future storms 
and hurricanes,” state Assem-
blywoman Catherine Nolan 
(D-Ridgewood) said.

But state and other elected 
officials have been critical of 
the extended wait time on NY-

Astoria Houses receive 
storm surge generators

Flushing offi cials push bill 
for 2020 census preparation

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials gathered in 
Flushing last week  demanding 
action on a census preparation 
bill. 

State Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing), Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) and 
state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) were joined by 
civic groups and community 
leaders Feb. 7 emphasizing the 
importance of the upcoming 
nationwide 2020 Census, as well 
as the serious consequences of 
under-counting and compiling 
incorrect records for the state of 
New York. 

The national census, done 
every 10 years, is the mecha-
nism by which funding for 
federal programs is allocated 
and congressional seats are ap-
portioned. According to Kim, 
issues with under counting and 

inaccurate reporting from the 
previous censuses in 2010 and 
2000 have cost New York bil-
lions of dollars in funding for 
community programs, as well 
as seats in Congress. 

The attendees called on the 
state Senate to pass the new bill 

needed to establish the “2020 
Complete Count Commission,” 
which already passed the As-
sembly in 2017. The bill would 
authorize the commission to 
identify the issues that led to 
under-counting in 2010 and 
fund the state’s preparations for 
the 2020 Census to ensure every 
New Yorker is counted. 

Kim said it was deeply im-
portant that we get the next 
census one right, especially for 
communities with large im-
migrant or non-native English 
speakers who are at the greatest 
risk of being overlooked by the 
2020 Census. 

“New York has already been 
dealing with the damaging ef-
fects of under-representation 
from both the 2000 Census and 
the 2010 Census,” he said. “Un-
fortunately, the many worrying 
trends we have seen on a na-

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Issues with cashless tolling 

have provoked a class-action law-
suit by a Westchester resident 
 against the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority, claiming 
the state agency is notifying driv-
ers of unpaid mail-in tolls after 
payment due dates and imposing 
“unfair and improper” penalties 
of $100 for each violation.

The plaintiff had racked up 
thousands in fines over a 10-
month period without receiving 
notification of the charges or 
fines when scanning equipment 
failed to read his EZPass tag on 
multiple occasions, the com-
plaint said.

“Defendants — who operate 
those systems and collect tolls 
from drivers — have used the 
cashless toll system to line their 
own pockets at the expense of 
drivers, primarily by collecting 
improper fees and penalties, in 
addition to collecting the tolls. 
Often the fees and penalties are 
multiples of the actual toll for the 
bridge, meaning that many driv-
ers are being repeatedly charged 
more than $100 to cross a bridge 
or tunnel,” the complaint said. 

“Compounding the problem, 
defendants frequently impose 
these exorbitant charges without 
giving prior notice to drivers, 
and defendants often wait weeks 
before notifying driver about the 

charges, which leads to more 
charges.”

The lawsuit, filed in Manhat-
tan federal court,   also claims 
the MTA and the two other de-
fendants pursued collection by 

threatening their credit stand-
ing, suspension of driver’s li-
censes, revocation of their vehi-
cle registrations or seizure of tax 
refunds if drivers did not pay up.

The other defendants named 

in the complaint are Transworld 
Systems, Inc., which was used to 
collect money from Toll-By-Mail 
drivers, and Conduent, Inc., a 
former Xerox affiliate which 
handles billing and money trans-
fers for EZPass holders.

MTA spokesman Aaron Don-
ovan could not comment on the 
suit, but said the launch of cash-
less tolling has been beneficial 
for drivers.

“Cashless tolling is provid-
ing huge benefits to our custom-
ers by saving 3.4 million hours 
in travel time, 1.6 million gallons 
of fuel and 15,400 tons of carbon 
emissions,” Donovan said. “We 
have not seen the lawsuit and 
cannot comment on pending liti-
gation.”

The primary plaintiff in 
the complaint, Jason Farina of 
Westchester County, received a 
bill for nearly 60 crossings over 
the Throgs Neck Bridge between 
the Bronx and Bayside and the 
Whitestone Bridge, each with 
$100 attached to the $8.50 toll.

Farina had an EZPass, which 
his lawyer Joseph Santoli is 
arguing had not been ready be-
cause of toll equipment failing to 

A class-action lawsuit claims the MTA and affiliated companies are levying unfair penalties on drivers through 
mail-in tolls. AP

Cashless tolling leads to massive fi nes
Class-action lawsuit against MTA, affi liates accuses agency of ‘improper’ charges on motorists

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49

Assemblyman Ron Kim and com-
munity leaders demand action on 
Census Preparation Bill. 
 Photo Courtesy of Ron Kim
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BY MARK HALLUM

A pair of Queens congress-
women called on the Federal 
Railroad Administration to 
address a crossing in Mas-
peth, which it was reported to 
them has not been signaling 
to motorists when train traffic 
comes through.

Christina Wilkerson, presi-
dent of the Citizens for a Better 
Maspeth, was near the area on 
Feb. 11 when she saw a train 
move through the crossing at 
56th Street and Flushing Av-
enue without the signals being 
activated or railroad personnel 
controlling traffic.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and her colleague in 
Congress, Nydia Velázquez (D-
Brooklyn), wrote a letter to the 
FRA to have the issue resolved 
since the crossing lacks gates, 
stating motorist and pedestri-
an safety depends on working 

signals.
“The Federal Railroad Ad-

ministration must immediate-
ly send an inspector to investi-
gate the highway-rail crossings 
in Maspeth after this dan-
gerous incident,” Meng said. 
“There is a history of crossing 
gate and signal malfunctions 
in the Maspeth community, 
and the FRA must investigate 
these issues with all due haste. 
I thank Councilman Robert 
Holden for bringing this inci-
dent to my attention and Con-
gresswoman Velázquez for 
joining me in this effort.”

The two said this issue 
follows other malfunction-
ing railroad crossing signals 
at Maspeth Avenue and Rust 
Street just blocks away.

“It’s deeply concerning that 
a train would go through this 
intersection without any cross-
ing signals activating, leav-

Pols call on feds to fi x 
RR crossing signals

Riders Alliance declares 
‘Worst Commute’ winner

BY MARK HALLUM

The transit advocacy group 
Riders Alliance has launched 
a weekly contest for straphang-
ers to win prizes for sharing the 
worst commute on the out-of-kil-
ter subways throughout the city. 
Forest Hills resident Jennifer 
Tang was named the contest’s 
first winner.

Tang, a librarian who com-
mutes to Manhattan for work, 
took the prize of a chocolate 
MetroCard for her story submit-
ted to Riders Alliance about how 
the R train stalled for two hours 
just before reaching her home 
stop at the 67th Avenue station. 

“I was in a hurry to get home 
and didn’t use the bathroom, fig-
uring my 30-minute commute 
from Manhattan to Queens 
wasn’t going to be so bad,” Tang 
told the Riders Alliance. “I was 
one stop away from home when 

the R train came to a complete 
halt. The conductor said ‘signal 
problems’ at 71st-Continental 
Avenue (Forest Hills) were to 
blame. The last five minutes 
became two hours, as the train 
was stuck in the tunnel between 

the 63rd Drive and 67th Avenue 
stations,” Tang said. “By the 
time the train pulled into the 
67th Avenue station, I had to 
run to a nearby Starbucks in 
order to pee. It was unbelievable 
and I still have post-traumatic 
stress syndrome from this inci-
dent. Now before boarding the 
subway, even if it’s for one stop, I 
use the bathroom before I get on 
the torture chamber that is the 
MTA subway.”

According to the Riders Al-
liance, overall on-time perfor-
mance for subways across the 
city has plummeted steadily 
since Gov. Andrew Cuomo took 
office to 65 percent. The R train 
itself has seen a decline of on-
time performance from 95 per-
cent in 2007 to 61 percent in 2017, 
the transit advocates said.

Transit advocates across the 
city praised the release of the 

BY BILL PARRY
 
A Queens native was among 

the high school students killed 
during a mass shooting in 
Parkland, Fla. last week. At 
age 14, Alyssa Alhadeff was 
one of the youngest victims 
and the first to be laid to rest 
after Nikolas Cruz, 19, alleg-
edly opened fire with his AR-
15 at his former school, leaving  
17 dead and 15 injured.

Nearly 400 people attended 
her funeral in North Lauder-
dale Friday, where she was 
remembered as a talented soc-
cer player who was smart, had 
an amazing personality, was a 
great creative writer, and “all 
she had to offer the world was 
love,” according to her mother, 
Lori.

“I wish I could have taken 
the bullets for you, Alyssa,” 
she said at the service. I would 
have protected you.”

The night before the fu-
neral, Lori Alhadeff attended 
a candlelight vigil with more 
than 1,000 other mourners, 
where she gave an emotional 
interview on CNN implor-
ing President Trump to take 

action on gun control and 
stop the killing of children in 
schools.

“Do something. Action. We 
need it now. These kids need 
safety now,” she said. “The 

gunman, a crazy person, just 
walks right into the school, 
knocks down the window of 
my child’s door, and starts 
shooting... shooting her and 
killing her. President Trump. 

You say what can you do? You 
can stop the guns from getting 
into these children’s hands.”

On Sunday, Senate Minor-
ity Leader Charles Schumer 
(D-NY) revealed the Trump’s 

budget proposal released last 
week would cripple the gun 
background check system. 
Schumer says $12 million 
would be slashed from federal 
programs that help state and 
local governments maintain 
records on who is ineligible to 
purchase firearms.

“In the wake of the tragedy 
in Parkland, Fla., and on the 
heels of now 30 mass shootings 
that have taken place this year 
alone, it is downright danger-
ous that the president’s budget 
would seek to undermine the 
gun background check sys-
tem,” Schumer said. “No child 
should have to live in fear of 
mass shootings and no parent 
should have to worry about the 
fate of their child after school 
drop off in the morning. While 
we are in dire need of an even 
stronger background check 
system in this country, like 
one that closes the Gun Show 
Loophole, the White House’s 
proposal would hurt one of the 
only firewalls we have in place 
to stop dangerous people from 
legally purchasing guns.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 

Hundreds attend the funeral of Alyssa Alhadeff, a Queens-born 14-year-old who was killed during the Parkland 
shooting in Florida. Photo by Mike Stocker/AP

The Riders Alliance awarded a 
Forest Hills resident with an award 
for the worst subway commute in 
the launch of a weekly contest. 

Queens-born girl among Florida victims
Schumer, Gianaris push to save background check funding threatened by budget cuts

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Pols support ‘Malcolm X’ student at CTK rally
BY MARK HALLUM

Activists and elected offi-
cials are not letting Christ the 
King High School off the hook 
after a black student was told 
he could not use the name “Mal-
colm X” on a school sweater.

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, Public Advocate Leti-
tia James and state Sen. Jesse 
Hamilton (D-Brooklyn) rallied 
at the Middle Village Catholic 
school Wednesday to pressure 
the administrative staff to al-
low 17-year-old Malcolm Xavier 
Combs to use the name of the 
controversial civil rights lead-
er after they have repeatedly 
denied the request.

“Leaders are oftentimes 
born out of a crisis and I want 
to thank this young man for 
being a leader,” James said. 
“I’m prepared to have a meet-
ing with the administrations 
of this school to talk about an 
inclusive curriculum.”

Combs also spoke at the 
rally, again questioning why he 
was not allowed to use the “Mal-
colm X” name on his sweater.  

“I need to know if you teach 
Malcolm X, why it is not OK for 
me to have it on my sweater?” 

Combs said. “I need to know 
why does everyone else have 
their names and initials and 
nicknames on their sweaters, 
but I can’t have my real name? 
Today is the day Malcolm X 
was assassinated in physical 
[form], but I will be here to 
make sure he is not assassinat-
ed in name.”

Stringer called for change 
and applauded Combs for 
speaking up.

“We are not going to keep 
these high school kids down 
any more,” Stringer said. “It’s 
happening all over America. 
We’re not going to allow our 
kids to get shot up anymore, 
we’re not going to let our kids 
get discriminated against any 
more, and quite frankly, if we 
adults haven’t figured it out by 
now, then the next generation is 
going to educate us.”

Combs ordered the sweater 
through the school, but was lat-
er called out of AP English class 
to the office of Assistant Princi-
pal Veronica Arbitello, where he 
was told he should not be associ-
ated with the name of Malcolm 
X, who has been labeled a ter-
rorist by his detractors.

Combs was a guest at Rev. 

Al Sharpton’s weekly rally in 
Harlem on Feb. 10, where he 
and his family spoke about the 
incident.

“[She] told me she could not 
put my name on the sweater,” 
Combs said. “She said I did not 
want to be associated with that 
name. She asked me if that was 
my real name and I said yes... 
Her husband walked into the 
office and she said, ‘This is 
the new Malcolm X,’ and she 
laughed at me... I was silent 
the whole time because I was 
in shock that in this year that 

she would say something like 
that.”

The Sharpton rally was at-
tended by Combs’ mother and 
father, who said the school gave 
them the runaround when they 
tried to speak with the staff di-
rectly.

Ilyasah Shabazz, the daugh-
ter of Malcolm X, also delivered 
remarks on the incident at the 
podium of Sharpton’s National 
Action Network headquarters.

The notion of Malcolm X as a 
terrorist stemmed from a fiery 
speech given days before his 

Feb. 21, 1965 assassination in 
Washington Heights, in which 
he condoned black retribution 
against hate groups and bigots 
such as the Ku Klux Klan, ac-
cording to news reports at the 
time. Stringer’s rally took place 
on the 53rd anniversary of the 
assassination. 

Christ the King’s chairman 
of the board, Serphin Maltese, 
who once served as state senator 
in the district now represented 
by Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach), said in a state-
ment a week prior to Stringer’s 
rally that the order form for 
sweaters only allowed for first 
and last names and sometimes 
nicknames. He said this had 
been misconstrued by the fam-
ily and in media reports.

“The recent articles about 
one of our students and Mal-
colm X has, unfortunately, 
been taken out of context and 
has been misconstru ed,” Mal-
tese said. “When this student’s 
family raised the issue about 
the name he wished on the 
sweatshirt, the school readily 
agreed to meet and discuss the 
matter. Unfortunately, before 
that meeting took place, this 
became a media issue.”

Rev. McCall of the National Action Network speaks in front of Christ the 
King High School to draw attention to a student who was told he couldn’t 
have “Malcolm X” on a school sweatshirt.                    Photo by Mark Hallum
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Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Bringing a new level of health care to 

Queens, the physicians of Mount Sinai 

Doctors Forest Hills are now offering 

personalized care in your neighborhood 

for you and your family, striving to develop 

ongoing relationships that last a lifetime.

Our brand new, 12,000 square-foot 

multispecialty practice combines a state-

of-the-art facility with the compassionate care 

of the Mount Sinai Health System and the 

world renowned expertise of our physicians. 

Patients receive primary and specialty care 

near home, and have access to the prominent 

experts, advanced treatments and latest 

protocols available at Mount Sinai’s seven 

hospitals and the Icahn School of Medicine 

at Mount Sinai.

Whether you or a loved one need treatment 

for a new condition, an ongoing concern, or 

need a second opinion, the physicians of 

Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills are here 

for you.  We invite you to stop by and visit.

Mount Sinai 
Doctors 
Forest Hills
99-01 Queens Blvd.
Rego Park, NY 11374

Call for an appointment: 
866-964-9206

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
More than 200 kids will get the 

chance to go to a screening of the 
“Black Panther” film Tuesday  at the 
Jamaica Multiplex Cinemas, thanks 
to the contributions of Jamaica ac-
tor Shomari, who stars in the super-
hero f lick.

Shomari has a role as a drum-
mer in the fictional African nation 
of Wakanda for the Jabari, a tribe 
whose leader, M’baku (Winston 
Duke), tries to challenge the new 
king T’Challa (Chadwick Boseman), 
who is also the eponymous hero 
Black Panther, for his throne.

“It is definitely a dream come 
true to have a role in the film,” Sho-
mari said. “I was always big on com-
ics and superheroes.”

Having a role in the African-set 
film is a great source of pride for 
Shomari, whose grandfather told 
him stories about growing up in Si-
erra Leone, a West African country.

His grandfather also encouraged 
him to perform on African drums 
when he was a kid and at PS 132 in 
Laurelton. Shomari learned to play 
snare drums, too.

“I first started drumming when I 
was in the third grade,” said the ac-
tor. “He kind of enforced it and sup-
ported me playing the traditional 
African drums.”

After landing the role and realiz-
ing the cultural impact of starring 
in the first black-led modern super-
hero film, Shomari started a “Black 
Panther Challenge” campaign to 
raise $3,000 for 100 deserving local 
kids from the YMCA, the Showing 
Hearts Foundation, the Dominico-
American Society of Queens, A Bet-
ter Jamaica and the I.R.I.E. Butter-
f ly Foundation with support from 
Resorts World Casino, located in 
South Ozone Park.

Shomari surpassed the original 
GoFundMe goal and raised $4,500 
for the private screening and he will 
be able to take more than an addi-
tional 100 students to see the film.

Resorts World Casino will also 
give the students Black Panther T-
shirts.

Shomari also has a role in the 
first black-led live-action superhero 
show on The CW Network, “Black 
Lightning.”

He will be playing a police lieu-
tenant on the 10th episode, which 
will air March 27.

Shomari can’t wait for the kids to 
see the film.

“I did this because despite where 
the kids are from and how rough 

their upbringing may be, they too 
have the opportunity to be great – to 
be kings and queens and superhe-
roes in their individual lives.”

“Black Panther” debuted na-
tionwide last Friday and recorded 
the fifth-best opening weekend of 
all-time, according to box office re-
ports. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

‘Panther’ star screens 
fi lm for Jamaica kids

Queens actor Shomari started a GoFundMe 
campaign that will send over 200 local kids 
to a screening of the new “Black Panther” 
film. 

‘Black Panther’ 
star Shomari 

raised money to 
bring more than 
200 kids to see 
the new flick in 

Jamaica
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Non-profi t demands 
help for immigrants

BY GINA MARTINEZ

New York State lawmak-
ers must step up after Presi-
dent Donald Trump “de-
clared war” on immigrants 
by ending DACA and TPS, 
bigwigs at non-profit Make 
the Road NY demanded.

The organization that 
represents immigrant fami-
lies released a set of policy 
recommendations called 
“Respect and Dignity for 
all New Yorkers” on Feb. 14 
as part of a statewide effort 
to pressure Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and the state Leg-
islature to take urgent ac-
tions to protect immigrant 
communities targeted by 
Trump’s policies, according 
to its co-executive director.

“We launched the ‘Re-
spect and Dignity for all 
New Yorkers’ platform to 
insist that Albany’s leaders 
stand up for our neighbors, 
friends, and family under 
attack by a heartless federal 
administration and pass 
the affirmative policies that 
our communities need,” 
said Make the Road’s Javier 
H. Valdés.

State electeds have ad-
vanced some key pro-immi-
grant measures, including 
the $10-million program im-
plemented last year to pro-
vide legal representation for 
immigrants facing depor-
tation, but Make the Road 
said Albany still makes it 
impossible for undocument-
ed immigrants to obtain a 
driver’s license in order to 
go to work and school with-
out fear of ending up in the 
criminal-justice system, 
where ICE regularly hunts 
for immigrants to deport.

The organization called 
for the passage of key pol-

icy priorities like the New 
York Dream Act, driver’s 
licenses for all, and taxing 
the rich to fund vital ser-
vices and the MTA. It also 
demanded Albany stop us-
ing budget shortfalls as an 
excuse for failing to deliver 
the services, civil rights, 
housing, and transporta-
tion that immigrant com-
munities need. 

Its specific recommenda-
tions include implementing 
the New York State DREAM 
Act to allow Dreamers to ac-
cess financial aid for college 
through the NYS Tuition 
Assistance Program.

Make the Road said re-
pairing the MTA is a major 
priority because the groups 
affected most are immi-
grant families and other 
working-class people of col-
or. It said Gov. Cuomo’s bud-
get pushes the city to fix the 
failing MTA, but the local 
officials are not responsible 
for maintaining the system 
and cannot generate suffi-
cient revenue to fix it. 

And as immigrants face 
more attacks from Trump’s 
administration, those resid-
ing in New York need Cuo-
mo to show them more love, 
according to a Dreamer and 
Make the Road member.

“Thousands of immi-
grant students like me 
graduate from high school 
every year and want to go 
to college,” said Lisbeth Hu-
itzil. “But all too often our 
dreams are dashed. We need 
a New York Dream Act now 
to make sure we can fulfill 
our aspirations.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

When three-quarters of 
the City Council gets term-
limited out of office in 2021, 
many political leaders will be 
looking for new opportunities 
in public service. City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) will be among 
them and he has already set 
in motion his plan of action, 
announcing last week that he 
will run for Queens Borough 
President, as current Borough 
President Melinda Katz is also 
term-limited and considering 
a run for mayor.

“I’ve got as Queens a re-
sume as you will find any-
where,” Van Bramer said. 
“I’ve never lived anywhere 
else and I want to continue to 
serve the borough I’ve always 
called home.”

He was born at old St. 
John’s Hospital on Queens 
Boulevard, raised in Asto-
ria and attended PS 70 and 
William Cullen Bryant High 
School. After graduating from 
St. John’s University, Van 
Bramer became a community 

organizer and went to work as 
a reporter for Lesbian and Gay 
New York, which is now Gay 
City News, where he brought 
attention to the AIDS epidem-
ic, bias and hate crimes.

Van Bramer went on to 
serve as Chief External Af-
fairs Officer of Queens Library 
for a decade and also served as 
the president of Queens Coun-
cil on the Arts. These experi-
ences served him well at the 
City Council, where he was 
appointed chairman of the 
Cultural Affairs and Librar-
ies Committee in 2010, a posi-
tion Van Bramer is still hold-
ing now in his third and final 
term representing Long Island 
City, Sunnyside, Woodside and 
parts of Astoria.

“I’m just someone who has 
a passion for the diversity and 
people of every neighborhood 
in Queens,” Van Bramer said. 
“The feedback I have gotten 
since announcing has been 
enthusiastic and supportive, 
because we’ve done an awful 
lot of good in my district and 
people across the borough 
have noticed. They also saw 

our Queens Values march 
across the Queensboro Bridge 
to Trump Tower just weeks af-
ter the election.”

Thousands joined him at 
Queensboro Plaza to rally 
against President Donald 
Trump’s policies on immigra-
tion and civil liberties, and the 
march solidified his standing 
as one of the borough’s leaders 
of the resistance movement.

“I want to keep bringing 
progressive change to the 
borough,” Van Bramer said. 
“Together, we can ensure that 
every neighborhood enjoys 
the things that make our city 
so great -- world-class schools, 
libraries, parks and housing 
that the middle class and those 
struggling to make it can af-
ford. A place where every per-
son, regardless of where they 
came from, what they look 
like, how they worship and 
who they love is welcome and 
included.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer is planning a run for borough president when his term runs out in 2021. 
Photo by Michael Shain 

Dreamer Lisbeth Huitzil asks Gov. Andrew Cuomo to do more for the 
city’s immigrants.  Photo Courtesy Make The Road NY

JVB announces BP run
Van Bramer hopes to replace Katz as Boro Prez in 2021 
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Experts at NewYork-Presbyterian Queens bring the care you need, closer to home.

the faster you 
treat it, the 
longer it beats.

Find a cardiologist at nyp.org/queens-heart or call 800-282-6684, press 1.

Gregg Bishop
Commissioner

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS IN L.I.C.

PLAXALL.COM

PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR

LOCAL INSTITUTIONS:

C4Q

HOUR CHILDREN

HUNTERS POINT PARKS CONSERVANCY

JACOB A. RIIS NEIGHBORHOOD SETTLEMENT

LIC-A

LIC ARTS OPEN

LIC CULTURAL ALLIANCE

MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE

QUEENS COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

QUEENS MUSEUM

URBAN UPBOUND

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU 

DO FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

THE KIRBY, PFOHL, AND QUIGLEY FAMILIES

AND ALL OF US AT PLAXALL
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
It allows family members and friends to be paid caregivers for their 

loved ones without any certifi cation

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495 - ask for Dyhema

POLICE 

Blotter

CORONA — The NYPD was search-
ing for a man who impersonated a po-
lice officer during an attempted rob-
bery in Corona last month.

The 23-year-old victim was walking 
in the vicinity of 103rd Street at around 
2 a.m. on Jan. 18 when the suspect dou-
ble parked his tan colored mini-van, 
walked over to the victim as he was ap-
proaching his own vehicle across the 

street, surveillance footage shows.
The suspect stated to the 23-year-old 

that he was a police officer and searched 
the victim’s pockets. He then left the 
scene empty handed, police said.

Authorities described the suspect  
as a 20 to 30-year-old black man who 
is 6 feet, 2 inches tall and 300 pounds. 
He was last seen wearing all dark 
clothing. 

Police were looking for a 300-pound man who allegedly impersonated a cop during an 
attempted robbery in Corona. NYPD

Cops hunt for Corona police impersonator

JAMAICA — A Jamaica man was 
sentenced last week to 16 years in 
prison for second-degree kidnap-
ping and third-degree rape of a 15-
year-old Canadian girl, according to 
Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

Santiago Reyes, 31, of Jamaica, 
was convicted in January, follow-
ing a two-week trial, of using social 
media to connect with the troubled 
Toronto teen and taking advantage 
of her troubles with her family, ac-
cording to trial testimony. 

The defendant spent nine months 
communicating with the teen as she 
confided that her parents were too 
strict and that she was bullied at a 
new school, said Brown. Reyes then 
convinced the girl to leave her home 
to meet him.

“The defendant in this case used 
Facebook to establish a relationship 
with the then-15-year-old girl and 
convinced her to run away from her 
family when they visited New York 
City,” Brown said. 

According to trial testimony, the 
defendant met with the girl when 

her parents were out and took her to 
his house.

The teen was shocked by how 
much older Reyes was and tried to 
leave, but instead he manipulated 
her into having sexual intercourse 
with him, the DA said. 

“When the [teen] stated she want-
ed to leave, Reyes refused and told 
her there was no going back,” Brown 
said.

Reyes lived on the second f loor 
apartment of 87-25 114th St. in Ja-
maica, according to the indictment.

In the indictment, the teenager 
told Officer Robert Patterson of the 
107th Precinct that the defendant 
had sex with her twice from Aug. 3 
to Aug. 4, 2014. 

“A jury has now found him guilty 
and the defendant will be incarcer-
ated for his actions,” the DA said. 

Presiding over the trial was Su-
preme Court Justice Robert Kohn, 
who sentenced the defendant to 16 
years in prison to be followed by five 
years post-release supervision.

— Naeisha Rose

Jamaica man sentenced to 16 years: DA
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FLIP

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Queens Centers for Progress will 

hold its 24th annual “Evening of 
Fine Food” Tuesday  from 6:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. at Terrace on the Park 
in Flushing Meadows Corona Park.

The agency, which has locations 
in Jamaica and Bellerose, provides 
services and supports children and 
adults with developmental disabili-
ties.  The event will benefit 2,200 
individuals. 

According to QCP’s website, the 
agency helps people with disabili-
ties live independent lives by mak-
ing sure the individuals are inte-
grated into their community life, 
that they have sharp decision-mak-
ing capabilities, that their educa-
tional needs are met and that they 
have work-related skills. 

“The Evening of Fine Food is a 
wonderful opportunity for the com-
munity to come together to show 
its support for children and adults 
with developmental disabilities,” 
said QCP Executive Director Terri 
Ross. “We are very grateful to our 
extraordinary board of directors, 
our many generous restaurants and 
sponsors, and everyone who plans 
to join us for what will be a very 
special evening.”

The fund-raiser will offer cu-
linary delicacies and brews from 
some of the best restaurants and 
beverage purveyors from the area, 
while also honoring Resorts World 

Casino President Scott Molina and 
Investors Bank Vice President Ma-
ria Odysseos for serving their com-
munities. 

For $135 guests will get to sample 
gourmet food, play casino games, 
participate in a silent auction, take 
selfies at a photo booth, get a make-
up refresher from e.l.f. cosmetics 
and enjoy an open bar. 

PIX-11 News anchor Lisa Mateo 
will serve as the special guest and 
emcee of the night. 

The guest chef, Hugue Dufour of 
M. Wells Steakhouse in Long Island 
City, will be preparing a signature 
dish for the event. 

“It is important to give back to 
the community from which we ben-
efit,” said Dufour. “It’s natural as a 
restaurateur to make people happy 
and to feed them! It’s a way of life, 
and very important.”

Sponsors of the event include 
Mutual of America, The D&F De-
velopment Group, Resorts World 
Casino New York City, TD Bank, 
Merritt Engineering, Rotary Club 
of Flushing, Total Care Rx and In-
vestors Bank. 

To participate in the events, 
guests must RSVP by Monday  at 
 w w w. c r o w d r i s e . c o m / E v e n i n g -
ofFineFood .  

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Fine food festival returns
to Flushing Meadows

Queens Center for Progress will host a fine food festival and use the funds to support indi-
viduals with disabilities.  Courtesy of Terrace on the Park
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

What happened to 2008 Willets Pt. plan?
While a slice of bread is better 

than nothing, it is a poor substitute 
for the whole loaf, particularly if the 
single slice is stale (“Willets Point 
plan unveiled,” Flushing Times, 
Feb. 9-15, 2018).

It has been 10 years since the ap-
proval of the 2008 Willets Point Plan, 
which involved 23 acres with 5,500 
housing units. The current plan is 
limited to six acres, which is said to 
accommodate 1,100 affordable units, a 
450-seat elementary school, retail and 
some open space. Six acres is a pit-
tance, hardly enough space to accom-
modate just a school, let  alone what 
is planned. The bulk of the area, con-
sisting of 17 acres, is left in political 
hands without the slightest transpar-
ency about what and when anything 
of substance will come to pass.

Given the length of time that has 
transpired since 2008 and the con-

tinued involvement of the Queens 
Development Corporation — which 
consists of the New York Mets’ own-
ers, Sterling Equities and  Related 
Companies — one must have deep 
concern about the current proposal. 
QDC’s credibility is so slight it could 
not be visible even under a powered 
microscope. They were deceitful in 
accepting the original plan because 
what they really intended was to 
build a gambling casino, and when 
that failed it lay dormant until they 
came up with an even more absurd 
plan. They claimed they could not 
proceed with the original plan be-
cause they could not afford to do so, 
and needed to construct a 1.4 mil-
lion-square-foot shopping mall in 
the Citi Field parking lot to generate 
the money they would need.

QDC’s owners had a portfolio 
of at least $20 billion, consisting of 

many apartments, and were in fact 
one of New York City’s largest land-
lords, owning thousands of other 
properties in the country.

There may well be “nothing rot-
ten in the state of Denmark,” but I 
believe there is something rotten 
in the city of New York. There has 
been no explanation for the current 
plan and no rationale for not includ-
ing the left-out 17 acres nor any jus-
tification for why the original 2008 
Willets Point Plan cannot now be 
accomplished.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s support 
for an absurd six-acre deal is a sham 
for which he should be ashamed. 
The six-acre plan is the epitome of a 
lack of municipal transparency, and 
must be rejected.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing
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The Broward County shootings have been felt more 
than a thousand miles from Queens, where one of the 
youngest victims was born 14 years ago. Few traces 
remain of Alyssa Alhadeff’s earliest days since her 
family moved to New Jersey when she was an infant, 
but the borough and the rest of the city have embraced 
her as a full-fledged member of our mourning commu-
nity.

The slaughter of 14 young people just starting their 
lives and three teachers, apparently by a mentally dis-
turbed student, has caught the country off balance yet 
again, but this time the surviving students at Marjorie 
Stoneman Douglas High in Parkland, Fla., have vowed 
to fight for gun reform. A children’s army is forming 
from a generation that has been targeted in several re-
cent school massacres and has decided to stand up for 
its right to study violence free.

Protests are planned for the nation’s streets by 
bands of young people supported by Women’s March 
organizers and other activists amid doubts as to 
whether this time will bring any different results. But 
the angry young Parkland students have made strong 
arguments for changing gun laws at their outdoor ral-
lies, and even President Trump appears to have lis-
tened. He has indicated he is open to changes in the 
background check laws and banning devices that cre-
ate automatic weapons.

The students have zeroed in on the National Rifle 
Association, which gave $30 million to Trump’s presi-
dential campaign, calling out candidates who have 
taken political contributions from the nation’s most 
powerful lobbying group.

But for all their commitment and passion, the stu-
dents have run up against the harsh reality of Ameri-
can politics: the Florida State Senate defeated a ban 
on assault weapons and large capacity magazines less 
than a week after the diabolical shootings.

Gun control is a peculiarly American issue which 
divides the country along cultural and political lines 
and leaves groups of stereotypes in its wake. If we are 
ever to resolve some of the debate, we must learn to 
talk to one another. 

New York state has some of the toughest gun laws 
in the country and we, too, are a divided territory. Up-
state, with its vast hunting resources and residents 
trained to use weapons responsibly, tends to chafe at 
efforts to limit gun use.  The city, which still has its 
fair share of shootings despite a dramatic drop, accepts 
that its gun appetite must be curbed to limit crime.

But we must do something as a country. Our chil-
dren are dying in the classroom, our teachers are be-
ing asked to save their students’ lives and the freedom 
to learn is being lost.
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READERS WRITE

Why we must support local businesses
This Valentine’s Day, my 

wife Wendy and I went to Aunt 
Bella’s restaurant on Marathon 
Parkway in Little Neck. The 
restaurant opened in 1977 and 
just celebrated its 41st anniver-
sary.  Upon walking into Bel-
la’s, we were meet by Moana, 
whose husband Richie is the 
owner.  She sat us at one of our 
favorite tables in the back cor-
ner, facing the kitchen. I have 
always enjoyed watching the 
cooks at work. It is like going to 
the opera. The head chef waved 
and before I even ordered, pro-
ceeded to prepare my favor-
ite appetizer of sauteed sweet 
peppers in olive oil, no garlic. 
Longtime host and head waiter 
Danny came to our table and 
took our order. 

I have lived in the neigh-
borhood since the 1960s. I was 
amazed to learn from Richie I 
had become one of the 10 lon-
gest, continuous customers. 
Upon my first visit in 1983, I 
was sold on the menu. Chick-
en cutlet parmigiana, garlic 
bread, salad and pasta became 
my standard. Years later, I 

would switch to sauteed chick-
en with peppers and sun-dried 
tomatoes. Wendy always seems 
to enjoy ordering the shrimp 
scampi over pasta. During my 
bachelor days, on cold winter 
nights I would phone in for a 
delivery “care package.” Back 
then my appetite could handle 
an order of baked ziti as an ap-
petizer, followed by a chicken 
cutlet parm with a side salad, 
garlic bread and pasta. I was so 
grateful for the delivery person 
that I would always be sure to 
leave him with a good tip.

On other nights, Richie and I 
take time for a trip down mem-
ory lane, comparing notes on 
all the stores and owners who 
have come and gone. Even with 
many loyal customers growing 
older, moving away or sadly suc-
cumbing to old age, Bella’s held 
on. Business is still so good that 
there are sometimes several 
couples standing at the door, 
waiting for a table on a busy 
weekend evening. The wait is 
never long. New generations 
of customers and neighbors 
have replaced those lost. They 

quickly learned about the great 
food at reasonable prices that 
are accompanied by the per-
sonal attention of the staff. Once 
hooked, they became regulars. 
Many loyal customers who may 
have moved still try and come 
back. It is not out of the ordinary 
to see neighbors recognizing 
neighbors while dining.

We also frequent Aunt Bel-
la’s for New Year’s Eve and oth-
er special holidays. Why travel 
into Manhattan for some fancy 
upscale restaurant where you 
are a total stranger? You can 
obtain a much better meal for 
far less.

I have always told Richie 
he should write a newspaper 
article about how difficult it is 
for an independent small busi-
ness owner to survive today, 
between competition and in-
credibly excessive government 
permits and regulations. Walk-
ing down Northern Boulevard 
in the evenings, my wife and I 
see fewer people dining out and 
shopping, except on weekends. 
Years ago, we would never see 
any vacant storefronts. Today, 

there are many.
In these difficult economic 

times, it is especially impor-
tant to patronize our remain-
ing local neighborhood busi-
nesses. My wife and I, along 
with many Great Neck neigh-
bors, are regular patrons of 
the local stores in neighbor-
ing Little Neck on Northern 
Boulevard, from Glenwood 
Street at the City Line to Mar-
athon Parkway. Why drive 
and waste time? There are so 
many great businesses. Leave 
your car in the driveway, save 
some gas, say hello to neigh-
bors and take a walk around 
the neighborhood to get some 
exercise. Take a quick turn 
on to Marathon Parkway. It’s 
a short two-block walk south 
off of Northern Blvd. to Aunt 
Bella’s. You’ll be glad you did.

We don’t mind occasion-
ally paying a little more to help 
Aunt Bella’s and our other lo-
cal stores survive. Don’t forget 
your cook and server at your fa-
vorite local neighborhood res-
taurant. We try to tip 20 percent 
against the total bill, including 

taxes. If it is an odd amount, 
round up to the next dollar. If 
you can afford to eat out, you 
can afford an extra dollar tip. 
When ordering takeout, don’t 
forget to leave a dollar or two 
for the waiter or cook. Trust us, 
it is appreciated.

Remember, the people who 
work at Aunt Bella’s are our 
neighbors. They work long 
hours, pay taxes and provide 
local employment. If we don’t 
patronize our local community 
stores and restaurants to shop 
and eat, they don’t eat either. 
This helps keep our neighbors 
employed and the local econo-
my growing.

As part of our annual yearly 
Christmas/Hanukkah celebra-
tion, we always drop off a box 
of cookies from Joe’s Sicilian 
Bayside Bakery to our friends 
at Aunt Bella’s, along with oth-
ers who treat us like family all 
year long. It is our way of say-
ing thank you.

Larry and Wendy Penner
Great Neck

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Hold politicans accountable for gun violence
There are no words to ex-

press the horror and shock 
over the killings and injuries 
sustained by those at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., on 
Valentine’s Day. Wonderful 
people, most of them children, 
were victims of this act of ter-
ror. The lives of the families of 
the victims and the communi-
ty at large are forever changed 
by this terrible event.   

This is not the first time 
that such carnage has taken 
place. There were the church 
killings in Texas and South 
Carolina, the murders that 
took place at the theater in 
Aurora, Colo., the Las Vegas 
and Orlando massacres, and 
the many school killings at 
places like Virginia Tech, Col-
umbine, and Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in Newtown, 

Conn. The list of tragedies goes 
on and on.  

There seems to be no end in 
sight. Many school districts are 
now conducting student drills 
on what to do and where to go 
should a shooter invade school 
grounds.  Students and parents 
live in fear. This is America?

Most of these shootings fol-
low a familiar pattern. A de-
ranged person uses firearms, 
oftentimes assault-style semi-
automatic weapons, which can 
kill and injure a large number 
of people in a short period of 
time. This type of weapon is 
for use by the military, not for 
everyday citizens and certainly 
not by people who have severe 
mental problems. These sick in-
dividuals often carry enormous 
supplies of ammunition at the 
time of their attacks as well.

After a tragedy, there follows 

a loud public outcry for steps to be 
taken to stop these heinous acts. 
Unfortunately, the powerful gun 
lobby in our country, which con-
tributes large amounts of money 
to certain candidates for elected 
office, manages to derail any pro-
posed common-sense gun safety 
measures.

Many politicians fear for 
their jobs because of the power 
and money represented by the 
gun lobby. In the 2016 election 
cycle, the National Rifle Asso-
ciation contributed $54 million 
to candidates for public office 
that supported their views, 
including over $30 million to 
President Trump. Do you think 
that these particular officials 
are going to buck the NRA in 
any meaningful way?

I admire and support the 
students who are standing up 
and are calling for strong mea-
sures to be taken in the wake of 
the tragedy that they have ex-
perienced. This includes advo-
cating for sensible gun control 
measures, like enhanced back-
ground checks and the banning 
of bump stocks.

Yes, it is important as well 
to ensure that people who are 
severely mentally ill to the point 
where they want to harm and 
kill others get treatment for 
their disease. However,  addi-
tional measures must be taken 
to ensure that these people have 
no access to any type of fire-
arms. We must also adequately 
fund help for these troubled peo-
ple and intervene as soon as we 

see signs of inappropriate and/
or psychotic behavior. Don’t 
wait until it is too late!

In the 2018 election cycle, the 
issue of how to prevent future 
episodes of gun violence will be 
a crucial issue for Americans to 
consider. The media must con-
tinue to keep this issue front and 
center and not allow it to fade 
until another tragedy occurs. 

Our elected officials, as 
well as new candidates for of-
fice, must be held accountable. 
It is time to vote against those 
politicians who are dragging 
their feet and not supporting 
common-sense solutions to this 
most serious national problem.

Henry Euler 
Bayside
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It was not a whole lot of fun to 
interview Bryan Caplan, as my 
husband and I have two kids in 
college right now and the bills 
just keep on coming. But Caplan 
is an academic I respect. He’ll be 
in New York soon for a big debate 
at the Soho Forum, and he just 
wrote a book that will undoubt-
edly get a lot of people talking: 
“The Case Against Education: 
Why The Education System Is a 
Waste of Time and Money.”

“I see myself as a whistle-
blower,” Caplan said. Though he 
enjoys tenure as a professor of 
economics at George Mason Uni-
versity, “I feel an obligation to 
tell people that the system seems 
dysfunctional to me. What stu-
dents learn is not relevant in the 
real world. Most of what they’ll 

need to know is just to pass the 
final exam.”

This resonated a bit uncom-
fortably for me as I tried to recall 
what I’d learned in my Modern 
Russian History class at college, 
and, for that matter, my French 
Revolution class. And physics. 
And English Literature from 
Milton to, um, someone else. 
And...

Ahem! Back to Caplan.  
As an economist, he natu-

rally thinks about this issue in 
economic terms, starting with 
the “puzzle” of why college grads 
earn more than those without a 
degree. Many employers seem 
to be paying not for any actual 
skills or knowledge students 
have accrued at college, but sim-
ply for the “stamp of approval.”

“It’s a lot like going to a concert 
you want to see where one person 
stands up,” said Caplan. “If ev-
eryone stands up, no one can see 
any better. And if everyone has 
a bachelor’s degree, then no one 
does.” Or rather, a college degree 
becomes the baseline for getting 
a job interview. This makes it 
take longer and cost more to start 

earning a decent living.
It wasn’t always thus. In his 

book, Caplan looks at different 
occupations going back to the 
1940s: How much education did 
waiters have back then, or ho-
tel concierges? “Since 1940, the 
education for the same job is up 
by three years — the education 
you need to be considered wor-
thy,” he says. And it’s not that the 
jobs have become so much more 
intellectually demanding. Some 
have, of course, but some are 
easier now. For instance, waiters 
in the 1940s had to add up the bill 
at the table. Today, a computer 
does that. And yet, today the job 
demands more “education.”

Meanwhile, this education 
keeps getting more expensive. 
For this, Caplan blames, in part, 
the availability of student loans.

“If students had to pay out of 
savings or earnings, the demand 
wouldn’t be there” for expensive 
schooling. But with loans read-
ily available, demand is artifi-
cially high. In turn, the schools 
use this new pool of money to 
become ever more alluring, cre-
ating a sort of educational arms 

race: Who has the newest health 
club? The biggest auditorium?

Caplan is pretty adamant 
that the system is bloated and 
wasteful. 

But he’s not just down on col-
lege. He is down on high school 
too. 

“Kids are so bored!” he ex-
claims. And, he adds, so many 
classes are pointless. 

Take, for instance, language 
instruction. The typical Ameri-
can takes two years of foreign 
language in high school. But 
what percent say they really 
learned to speak that language? 

“Is it 15 percent?” I venture.
Nope. “Five percent?” Nope.

“A bit under one percent 
claim to have learned to speak 
a foreign language very well in 
high school,” says Caplan. Ask 
if they learned enough to at least 
get by, and more people will say 
yes. “But you can’t get a job being 
able to speak a slight amount of 
Spanish.”

If instead of spending so many 
years in high school learning so 
many things they’re not going to 
use, students could be learning 

a trade instead, he said, many 
would be better off, Caplan says. 
Vocational education should not 
be a dirty phrase.

I agree! Vigorously! 
And I’m thrilled some New 

York City high schools give kids 
a real-world skill. 

But the CUNYs change lives 
too. I’ve seen it. Students from 
Azerbaijan and China and Ecua-
dor somehow make it to Ameri-
ca, learn the language, work a 
part-time job or jobs and become 
the first in their family to get a 
college degree. It changes the 
trajectory of their lives. And on 
the way to becoming an accoun-
tant or a teacher, some of them 
stumble into a computer class 
or Arabic or biology, and voila: 
their lives change again.

It’s true that not every class 
in high school or college is mem-
orable, practical, or even good. 
And it’s true we shouldn’t dis-
miss anyone without a degree as 
unworthy of hiring. But it’s also 
true that the education system 
can be something other than a 
pit. 

It can be a door.  

Is a college education a waste of money? 
COLUMNS

 Its February 1950 and the No. 
7 Train is adding new cars. The 
maroon cars with wide beige 
strips above and below windows 
will help glamorize the Flushing 
Line. Cooling fans and heat will 
be governed by thermostats sen-
sitive to car temperature chang-
es, including shifts brought 
about by an increase or decrease 
of passengers.

The Springfield Garden Citi-
zens and Taxpayers Association 
sends a letter to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner protesting 
the closure of Higbie Ave. Sta-
tion. Nearby Idlewild Airport 
is expected to be one of the first 
targets in a nuclear attack. The 
community, wanting a clear es-
cape from an H-bomb, believes 
the railroad offers a quick out.

Mile-A-Minute Murphy, 79, 
dies in his home at 160-12 Union 
Tpke., Hillcrest. He was the first 
man to bicycle over 60 mph. The 
successful test, conducted in 
1899 on a special railroad track 
near Hempstead, makes him a 
national figure. 

Queens Chamber of Com-
merce President Frank O’Hara 
of Jackson Heights suggests a 
subway loop under the Sunny-
side Yards that would link the 
LIRR and three subway lines.

New salaries for baseball 
players are announced. Jackie 
Robinson gets $35,000, Phil Riz-
zuto $40,000, Stan Musial $50,000, 
Ralph Kiner $65,000 and  Joe 
DiMaggio $100,000. Topping the 
list is Ted Williams at $125,000. 
The paper is quick to add that 

after taxes, Ted took home about 
$70,000.

Congressman James Dela-
ney of Astoria wants statehood 
of Long Island. A member of 
the House Rules Committee in-
vestigating admitting Hawaii 
and Alaska as states, he claims 
Long Island makes a much bet-
ter case for statehood, and if you 
throw in New York City, “there 
is no comparison. Alaska, with 
90,000 citizens, has one-fourth 
the members of my district.” The 
proposed state, with 26 members 
in Congress, would be about the 
size of California or Illinois. Ja-
maica is the proposed capital of 
the state of nine million.  

Two decades before, Queens 
Democratic Leader James Roe 
also proposes statehood, but is 
not taken seriously by upstate 
legislators whose approval is 
needed.

“They may not like us, but 
they want our tax money,” he 
said.

Several upstate legislators 
disagreed, one going as far as 
proposing legislation making 

the city a special district, like 
Washington DC, thus cutting it 
off from voting in statewide elec-
tions and paying or receiving 
state tax.

“New York... foists upon us 
costly social experiments ben-
efiting city dwellers and not us 
simple-minded country folks,” 
said upstate Assemblyman Wil-
son van Duser.

Responded Roe, “if it weren’t 
for New York and the rest of 
Long Island, they would not be 
building $200 million thruways, 
parks, schools and hospitals.”

In one year, caseloads in the 
court systems skyrocket: Spe-
cial session court, up 10 percent; 
country court, up 17 percent; 
Ridgewood Felony Court, up 20 
percent, and traffic court up 35 
percent. Over 90 percent of car 
theft comes from juvenile delin-
quency. In Queens, more than 
three cars are stolen every day. 
Detectives visited Woodrow 
Wilson High School in Baisley 
Park on a stolen car tip. They 
recover four cars. A 15-year-old 
Maspeth youth, perp of a half-

dozen vicious stick-ups, is appre-
hended with a stockpile of guns 
and pistols including a 12-gauge 
shotgun. “It’s hard to aim a pistol 
from a moving car,” he smirked.

Alice Benson, age two of 
Astoria, fights the crime trend 
and a Venezuelan woman, visit-
ing in the city with her wealthy 
rancher husband has her $1,000 
diamond and emerald clip back. 
The pin, handed to Alice to ‘play 
with’ by a stranger on a LIRR 
train, was later discovered to be 
no toy. Alice’s mother and father 
took it to the police.

When the story first hit the 
papers, Mrs. DeCadenas of Cara-
cas rushed to the clerk’s property 
office in Jamaica and claimed it, 
producing it’s twin as evidence. 
The heiress lost the clip in a cab.  
Overjoyed, she sat down and 
wrote out a check for $150. The 
wide-eyed little girl asked “is it 
all my own?” When assured by 
her father it was, she said “I’m 
going to buy dollies and chewing 
gum!”

That’s the way it was in 
February 1950.

Fear of nuclear attack and more in February 1950

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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THE CLUB HOUSE
25-32 168TH STREET (LOWER LEVEL)

Where long-time memories and lifetime friendships begin.

The League that feels all children should be playing and having fun
We accept ages 4 through 17 We also offer girls softball

To register your child from the comfort of your home, visit

BAYSIDELITTLELEAGUE.COM
To register at the Club House, visit our website for dates and times
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1.60%
15 MONTH CDs & IRAs

BUSINESS & CONSUMER
APY**

2.00%

2 YEAR CDs & IRAs WITH
6 MONTH GUARANTEE

APY**

APY*1.36%
HIGH YIELD MONEY MARKET

GET MORE

*Interest Rate for the Money Market Special is 1.35% and APY is 1.36%. The APY is 
accurate as of 2/16/18. To qualify for the promotion a $10,000.00 minimum balance 
is required to open the account and obtain the promotional APY. A new or existing 
checking account is required to qualify for the promotion. Money Market Accounts are 
limited to six transactions per month. Excessive withdrawals will result in fees; please 
see the “Truth in Savings” disclosures for more details. Account fees reduce earnings. 
Initial Interest Rate is guaranteed for 6 months from the date of account opening. The 
promotion can end without prior notice. The promotion is available for businesses and 
consumers. Government Accounts and Financial Institutions are excluded from this 
offer.**APY is Annual Percentage Yield. The APY is accurate as of 2/16/18. Interest Rate 
for the 15 Month CD is 1.59% and APY is 1.60%. This special rate is guaranteed for 15 
months from the account opening date. Rate for the 24 Month CD is 1.98% and APY 
is 2.00%. The special rate is guaranteed for 24 months from the account opening date. 
To qualify for these promotions, $2,500.00 minimum balance is required to open the 
account and obtain the APY. $245,000.00 is the maximum amount allowed per account 
at account opening and to obtain the APY. Multiple accounts per customer are 
permitted. Early withdrawal penalties apply. Account fees reduce earnings. Offer 
is valid until 4/20/18. For the current interest rates / APYs for the promotions 
listed above please visit your nearest Alma branch or call 855.541.1000. 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Anti-choice protesters who alleg-
edly harassed women who approached 
the Choices Women’s Medical Center 
in Jamaica between 2012 and 2017, 
were in federal court in Brooklyn for 
the past two weeks, a spokeswoman for 
Planned Parenthood said. 

State Attorney General Eric Schnei-
derman brought a suit against 14 anti-
choice protesters on June 20, 2017 after 
surveillance video depicted one of the 
demonstrators advancing toward a 
woman who had her child with her as 
she tried to enter the center at 147-32 
Jamaica Ave. 

The individuals are charged with 
violating the New York City Clinic Ac-
cess Act.

Pearl Brady, a volunteer for Choic-
es, was on the stand as a witness for 
eight hours at one of the hearings.

According to Emily Kadar, a rep-
resentative for National Institute for 
Reproductive Health, Brady recounted 
specific incidences with protesters 
from her time at the center from 2015 
to 2017.

“One of the people she spoke about 
was Ron George, a pastor at Church of 
the Rock,” said Kadar. “She said when 
he followed patients he would ignore 
their requests to go away. She said an-
other defendant was Patricia Muscom 
who was often recording patients and 
taking notes about them.”

Public Advocate Letitia James, 
Councilwoman Helen Rosenthal (D-
Manhattan) and state Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-St. Albans) publicly condemned 
the protesters for the alleged harass-
ment.

“As we witness attacks on women’s 
rights at the federal level and in state 
legislatures across the nation, I applaud 
the attorney general for demonstrating 
a steadfast commitment to protecting 
reproductive health-care rights in New 
York state,” said Comrie. 

According to Schneiderman’s law-
suit, “protesters have subjected incom-
ing patients to a barrage of unwanted 
physical conduct as well as verbal 
abuse, threats of harm and lies about 
the clinic’s hours and its services.”

The lawsuit contends that Pastor 
Kenneth Griepp of Church at the Rock, 
located at 1288 East 92nd St. in Canar-
sie, Brooklyn, was leading some of the 
protests by gathering up to 23 people 
outside the center every other Satur-
day from 2012 to 2017.

Current and former members of the 
church who are also being sued are 
Randall Doe, Osayinwense Okuong-
hae, Anne Kaminsky, Brian George, 
Sharon Doe, Deborah Ryan, Angela 
Braxton and Jasmine Lalande, accord-
ing to the suit.

Dorothy Rothar, a Sister of St. Jo-
seph, who works with Helpers of God’s 
Precious Infants, an anti-abortion reli-
gious organization in Brooklyn, is also 
being sued.

The remaining defendants are 
Prisca Joseph and Scott Fitchett.

Joseph allegedly colluded “with 
clinic escorts in an effort to get close to 
patients as they approach the clinic,” 
according to the suit. Fitchett was ac-
cused of standing outside the clinic 
chanting “murderer, murderer” at 
approaching individuals and filming 
patients. 

Lawyers for members of Church 
at the Rock contend that their clients 
were exercising their right to assemble 
and were offering women options out-
side of abortion.

“Members of the Church at the Rock 
peacefully counsel women who are 
considering having an abortion,” said 
Andrew Bath, of the Thomas More So-
ciety General Counsel. “They conduct 
themselves reasonably and compas-
sionately, and offer information about 
abortion alternatives to those willing 
to listen.  This is the exercise of their 
core First Amendment rights, and 
is an activity that takes place on the 
public sidewalk, the traditional venue 
for expression concerning important 
ideas and societal issues.”

Choices Women’s Medical Center 
provides gynecological, reproductive 
and behavioral health services. It was 
one of the first clinics in New York City 
to provide abortions since it was legal-
ized in New York state in the 1970s, ac-
cording to the center’s founder, Merle 
Hoffman.

“I am still here because I made a 
vow to my first patient and to myself—
that I would always be there for women 
and girls who came to me for services,” 
said Hoffman. “I stand with A.G. Sch-
neiderman and his staff—and with all 
abortion providers and patients—to 
say that this injustice must stop.” 

Judge Carol Bagley presides over 
the case. 

Attorney General sues 
anti-choice protestors

Anti-choice demonstrators are being sued by 
the attorney general for allegedly harassing 
clients of a clinic that provides abortions in 
Jamaica.  Google Earth
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Who says cycling is a low-impact sport? 

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The New York State Court of Ap-

peals handed down a favorable de-
cision for dozens of Rockaway resi-
dents and business owners on their 
lawsuit against the Long Island 
Power Authority and National Grid, 
LLC, according to lawyers repre-
senting the plaintiffs. 

The Rockaway residents and 
business owners lived and worked 
in Breezy Point, Rockaway Park and 
Belle Harbor and faced widespread 
fires that destroyed their homes and 
places of work during Hurricane 
Sandy in October 2012. They blame 
LIPA and National Grid for not cut-
ting off the electrical power to the 
peninsula before Sandy struck, al-
though there were forecasts of a 
storm surge.  

“When the Rockaway Peninsula 
f looded due to storm surges from 
Hurricane Sandy, f lood water came 
into contact with components of [the 
electrical system] causing short cir-
cuits, fires and, ultimately, the de-
struction of...property,” according 
to the plaintiffs. 

The Sandy victims will now be 
able to move forward with their suit, 
despite efforts from LIPA to block it, 
according to Eric Schwarz of SPB-
MC, the law firm representing over 
40 families and business owners who 
are seeking claims for damages.

“Just like Hurricane Sandy rav-
aged the Rockaways, LIPA’s repeat-
ed attempts to block this case from 
moving forward has ravaged the 
families and businesses who sim-
ply want their day in court,” said 
Schwarz. “Today’s ruling is a step 
in the right direction for our clients 
and all those who are seeking some 
sort of closure on this issue so they 
can finally try to move on with their 
lives as best they can.”

According to the appeal from 
LIPA, the company is a public au-
thority that was created by the state 
Legislature in 1986 as an alternative 
to the Long Island Lighting Com-
pany, which had a coverage area of 
Long Island and the Rockaway Pen-
insula. 

LIPA claimed in the appeal that 
as a corporate municipal instru-
mental of the state exercising essen-
tial governmental and public powers 
that it has governmental function 
immunity.

Law.com states that the old Eng-
lish common law gives governmen-
tal bodies impunity from judgment 
and lawsuits.

“A government agency’s abil-
ity to make such decisions and to 
prioritize their response to emer-

gencies should be free from tort li-
ability,” according to Zachary Mur-
dock, who is representing LIPA. 
“Purposely turning off power to an 
occupied area would have immedi-
ately knocked out the street lights, 
traffic lights, the power to people’s 
homes, to hospitals, nursing homes, 
elevators in high-rise buildings, and 
basement sump pumps, among other 
things.”

The plaintiffs, however, believe 
the actions of LIPA to be proprie-
tary, according to the appeal. They 
are arguing that LIPA is a private 
enterprise. 

After LIPA took over LILCO as 
a subsidiary, it entered into a Man-
agement Services Agreement with 
National Grid, which was also op-
erating under the presumption that 
LIPA was entitled to governmental 
immunity. 

The court may have rejected LI-
PA’s appeal, but the company main-
tains its stance as a public author-
ity.

“LIPA, a New York State pub-
lic authority that owns the elec-
tric transmission and distribution 
system for Long Island and the 
Rockaway Peninsula, asserted the 
defense of government function im-
munity which protects decisions 
and actions of governmental entities 
when they prepare for and respond 
to emergencies such as Superstorm 
Sandy,” said Murdock. “For these 
reasons, government function im-
munity should protect LIPA’s deci-
sion to not turn off power.”

Appeals court favors 
Sandy victims’ lawsuit

Residents and business owners are suing 
LIPA and National Grid for destruction of 
property after their homes were destroyed 
in electric fires during Hurricane Sandy.  

Photo by Frank Franklin II/AP
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective January 8, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be 
subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 
minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. 
A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2Y2

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAPAPPPPYY1.75%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 23–MARCH 1, 201820    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400  |  WWW.NBNYC.COM
MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 2/21/18. Early withdrawal penalty may apply. 

Call Customer Service regarding our other Attractive CD Rates
*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*

The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Balances Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 2.60%

3 Year Certifi cate of Deposit

Sklarz mounts challenge for Barnwell’s seat
BY BILL PARRY

Woodside resident Me-
lissa Sklarz announced 
Tuesday she will mount a 
primary challenge against 
state Assemblyman Brian 
Barnwell (D-Maspeth) in 
September.

Sklarz, a longtime Demo-
cratic party insider, is the 
first transgender person to 
run in the 30th Assembly 
District, which includes 
Woodside and Maspeth, as 
well as parts of Middle Vil-
lage, Astoria, Long Island 
City and Sunnyside.

“I have been advocating 
for New Yorkers my entire 
life,” Sklarz said. “After the 
2016 election, I realized this 
is no time to be on the side-
lines. With our transporta-
tion network in crisis, the 
assault on New Yorkers with 
the Trump budget that slash-
es billions in federal assis-
tance to vital programs, and 
women still lacking proper 
representation, I am deter-
mined to make sure all voic-
es are heard in Albany.”

Sklarz is a progressive 

Democrat who has served the 
party in a number of roles 
during the past 15 years. In 
1999, she was the first trans 
person elected to any office 
in New York State when she 

won a post as a judicial dele-
gate in Manhattan’s 66th As-
sembly District, and served 
as a delegate in the 2016 Dem-
ocratic National Convention 
after being appointed to the 

Credentials Committee in 
2004 and 2012, and the Rules 
Committee in 2008.

She bought her first home 
at Boulevard Gardens in 
Woodside more than 11 years 

ago, becoming a neighbor of 
Barnwell, who stunned the 
borough’s political class in 
2016 when he upset nine-
term incumbent Margaret 
Markey in the Democratic 
primary before defeating 
Republican nominee Tony 
Nunziato convincingly in 
the general election, 63 per-
cent to 23 percent.

The two candidates are 
at opposites on at least one 
issue already. Sklarz was 
previously homeless herself 
and says she is painfully 
aware of the city’s homeless-
ness epidemic. She says she’s 
committed to strengthening 
rental protections, as well 
as moving people from the 
streets and shelter system 
into permanent affordable 
housing. Barnwell took part 
in the nightly protests out-
side the Holiday Inn Express 
in Maspeth, which the city 
tried unsuccessfully to con-
vert into a homeless shelter.

“I find it odd Ms. Sklarz 
wants to run for office in 
this district, considering I 
heard her personally call the 

Woodside resident Melissa Sklarz launches her campaign to challenge Assemblyman Brian Barnwell in the 
September 13 Democratic primary. Courtesy Sklarz campaign

Continued on Page 22
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in our borough.

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be celebrated at a reception gala 
in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating him or her? _____________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Nominee’s Phone: _______________ _________   Nominee’s Email: ___________________________________

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, 
Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

At a May 10th gala, TimesLedger will once again celebrate individuals who have 
had an extraordinary impact on the borough of Queens.
Do you know someone who goes above and beyond to make a difference in the 
lives of people in their communities, schools, places of worship, businesses or 
organizations?

Why not nominate him or her for a 
2018 Queens Impact Award!

Or fi ll out 
an online form at:

www.timesledger.com/nominate
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

sections of Middle Village, Maspeth, 
and Woodside all racists who are liv-
ing in the past,” Barnwell said.

Sklarz’s campaign explained her 
comment was made during a Demo-
cratic club meeting at the Boulevard 
Gardens complex and the topic of the 
Mayor forcing shelters onto commu-
nities without any public dialogue 
came up.

“In truth, she called Brian’s 
political posturing regarding the 
homeless shelter racist and she finds 
it odd that he continues to draw at-
tention to his stance on not want-
ing to provide shelter for the most 
vulnerable in her district,” Sklarz 
Campaign Strategist Michael Czac-
zkes said. “Melissa is running to 
ensure that city officials can’t force 
solutions on neighborhoods without 
input of those who live in the com-
munity.”

Barnwell disagreed.
“That’s not true at all. She f lat 

out said the people in this district 
were racist and live in the past,” 
Barnwell said. “It’s not political pos-
turing, it’s the truth. I don’t need a 
campaign strategist like she does to 
change her wording around. This 
is the second news article she ad-
dressed my comments, and now she 
is changing her response.”

Sklarz is also running to pro-
tect women’s reproductive health, 
to fix the city’s transit system, and 
to continue the long-held neighbor-
hood values in the 30th Assembly 
District.

“Throughout history, New York-
ers have led the nation when it 
comes to progressive values and 
policy,” Sklarz said. “From women’s 
suffrage, to the Stonewall riots, to 
most recently leading the nation on 
raising the minimum wage. How-
ever, there is much more to do, as 
evidenced when our current Assem-
blymember voted against the Repro-
ductive Health Act, which aims to 
protect women’s health.” 

Continued from Page 20 

Sklarz

BRIAN BARNWELL
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Fun and games at IndieCade
PHOTOS BY JULIUS CONSTANTINE MOTAL

A player tries out “A Short History of the Gaze,” a virtual 
reality game. Just by looking in a certain directions, one 
can cause death and destruction.

More than 200 exhibitors take over the Museum of the Moving Image in Astoria to partake in IndieCade.

IndieCade is a three-day festival for independent digital game developers and designers who are looking to sell 
ideas and inventions or just make them available to like-minded players. 

Trying out different games in neighboring booths.

These headphones are ready for the next set of players. 

Players try out games and match notes at the coffee bar.
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

9:45 am
What to do now to protect 
your family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the 
benefi ts and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Accessibility options 
for seniors
Partial list. More seminars will be added. 
Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

   Seminars will fi ll up.
   Reserve your spots now 
   at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S
as of Feb. 20, 2018

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE  Parking
FREE Lunch if you register by February 28th

QUEENS
Sunday, March 11th

9:30 am – 2 pm
SHAARE TOVA EVENTS CENTER
8233 Lefferts Boulevard
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars 
and more than 50 vendor 
booths showcasing a variety 
of facilities, products and 
services such as assisted 
living, home care, pooled 
trusts, legal advice, insurance 
options, adult day care, 
audiology, elder care 
options, community wellness 
initiatives, and more. 
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 02/23/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995$11,888$11,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#3686120k miles, Stk#M3908154k miles, Stk#M38025
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
108k miles, Stk#31719

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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CAMPCAMP
GUIDE
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Summer vacation offers students 
a respite from lessons and the 
routine of school. Children might 

once have eagerly awaited those fi nal 
days of classes so they could lounge 
poolside, skip rocks across ponds, 
and spend the long days of the season 
playing with friends. But many of to-
day’s youngsters spend much of their 
summer vacations indoors playing 
with their digital devices. 

Perhaps that’s why one of the last 
vestiges of the classic summer vaca-
tion escape — summer camp — re-
mains such a viable option for par-
ents who want their children to get 
outdoors once the school year ends.

Although kids needn’t be in camp 
all summer long, a week or two can 
benefi t campers of all ages. The fol-
lowing are fi ve reasons why sum-
mer camp might be the right fi t this 
year:

1. Explore talents
Summer camps help young people 

explore their unique interests and 
talents. Under an organized, yet of-
ten easygoing, camp schedule, kids 

can dabble in sports, arts and crafts, 
leadership, community support, and 
so many other activities that may not 
be fully available to them elsewhere.

2. Physical activity
Lots of camps build their itiner-

aries around physical activities that 
takes place outdoors. Campers may 
spend their time swimming, run-
ning, hiking, playing sports, climb-
ing, and so much more. This can be 
a welcome change for kids accus-
tomed to living sedentary lifestyles. 
Regular physical activity has many 
health benefi ts and can set a founda-
tion for healthy habits as an adult.

3. Gain confi dence
Day and sleepaway camps offer 

campers the opportunity to get com-
fortable in their own skin. Camps 
can foster activities in self-esteem 
by removing the academic measures 
of success and fi ll in with noncom-
petitive opportunities to succeed. 
Campers learn independence, deci-
sion-making skills, and the ability to 
thrive outside of the shadow of their 

parents, siblings, or other students.

4. Try new things
Camp gives children the chance to 

try new things, whether that’s learn-
ing to cook, exploring new environ-
ments, or embracing a new sport or 
leisure activity. Opening oneself up 
to new opportunities can build char-
acter and prove enlightening for 
children.

5. Make new friends

Camp is a great place to meet new 
people and make lifelong friends. 
Campers fl ood in from areas near 
and far. This provides kids with a 
chance to expand their social circles 
beyond their immediate neighbor-
hoods and schools.

Camps benefi t children in a vari-
ety of ways. Lessons learned in camp 
can strengthen values, build confi -
dence, develop coping mechanisms 
when adversity strikes, and enable 
campers to make lifelong friends.  

    CAMP GUIDE

Five reasons 
why camp is 

a good choice

Summer camp will get kids outdoors engaged in physical activities.

S ummer camp is an exciting way for children to 
spend their extended vacations from the class-
room. Camps cater to various interests, includ-

ing sports, crafts, and even technological hobbies. 
Children who attend overnight camps may spend 

several nights away from home. Some kids take this 
in stride, while others, possibly away from home for 
the fi rst time, may experience some homesickness. 
Staying in touch while the kids are at camp can 
help alleviate fears and show children their parents 
care.

Camps now handle communication issues dif-
ferently than they might have when today’s parents 
were campers. While it once common for campers to 
send handwritten letters or short missives home to 
mom and dad, technology has changed that. Today’s 
campers may have access to email accounts, or they 
even may be allowed to bring mobile phones along. 
This can facilitate communication, but it also may 
take away from the camping experience. 

Parents need to fi nd a balance between what 
might be too little or too much contact with campers. 

After all, camp is kids’ chance to grow independent 
for a few days or weeks: 

Learn camp rules
The camp will likely provide information regard-

ing correspondence. Camps may permit parents to 
send one-way emails and regular mail, but limit 
campers to handwritten letters only. Determine if 
mobile phones are allowed or should be left at home. 
Knowing the rules can help parents and kids plan 
accordingly.

Pack correspondence supplies
Send kids to camp with fun papers, stickers, pens, 

and other crafty items. This way they’ll be inspired 
to write home once or twice. Provide brief lessons on 
how to address an envelope for campers who may not 
know how.

Check blogs and texts
Some camps may blog about campers’ progress, 

post information on social media, or send out mass 

texts. These messages can reassure parents that 
their youngsters are doing just fi ne. Figure out 
which tech options are available from camp admin-
istrators. 

Send a care package
Treat the campers to some supplies from home. 

Pack camp-approved snacks and other reminders of 
home. Be sure to include enough for the entire cabin 
and your son or daughter will be the camp star.

Expect some silence
If camp is going well and kids’ days are fun-fi lled, 

they may be too busy for daily correspondence. Par-
ents may get nervous when they don’t routinely see 
or hear from their children, but chances are every-
thing is going swimmingly. 

The camp experience is often harder on parents 
than children, as campers have their friends and 
activities to keep them busy. Brief communication 
helps campers grow more confi dent and indepen-
dent.  

Keep in touch with kids at camp
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 11TH 
NOON - 3:00 PM.

Building Friendships 
that Last a Lifetime!
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Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 56 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for 
everyone.  Programs are offered for PreK through high school.  Each 2-week session 
provides the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals 
in their specifi c fi eld direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday 
through Friday, from 9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. 
Buses leave our campus at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all 
four sessions.  Door to door transportation is included in the tuition fee of our 
programs for those who wish to use it.

Try the Nature and Outdoor Discovery program; so popular last year it’s sure to 
be an early close out! The perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the great outdoors. 
Activities may include hiking, fi shing, archery, crabbing, camping/survival skills, 
zip-lining, & other adventures.  There are many other great programs offered as 
well.  Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Baseball, Dance, Robotics and Engineering; just 
to name a few.  Check the website:  LuHiSummerCamps.org for a complete listing 
of all programs and descriptions.  

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House March 11th, or April 29th.  Come meet the 
Directors and see the facility.  Spin the K98.3 prize wheel and enter to win a free 
session of camp.  

Give your child a summer to remember!  

LuHi. . .Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

    CAMP GUIDE

A lthough camp is a time to de-
velop new skills, have fun, gain 
independence, and experience 

new wonders, the camping experience 
is also one of the fi rst times that many 
children will be away from home for 
an extended period.

In order to lead a more happy and 
productive camp life, children need to 
develop a positive self-image, the feel-
ing that “I am somebody,” before they 
go to the fi rst day of camp, and that’s 
your job as the parent.

The following ideas can help foster 
self-esteem in children:

Level with children. Don’t talk 
down to a young person; instead, put 
yourself at eye level with a child. It can 
often minimize a problem, as well as 
make the child feel equal.

Let children make decisions. For 
example, early participation in health 
care decisions such as, “Do you want 

liquid medicine or tablets?” lessens a 
child’s feeling of powerlessness, and 
can foster an intelligent consumer at-
titude in children.

Value rules. The purpose of rules 
is to help people get along with each 
other and, in turn, feel good about 
themselves. The best rules are written 
during calm times with the participa-
tion of the child.

Show the child you understand. 
Share your childhood memories. Chil-
dren need to know that their parents 
had trouble learning things, too. By 
showing understanding, you will help 
your child become more confi dent.

Develop your own self-esteem. 
Parents need to feel valued and self-
confi dent before they can help their 
children develop self-esteem. Parents 
should try to show their children that 
they don’t have to have it all together 
all the time to feel good about them-

selves.
Children need to feel that they 

are special in and outside of camp. 

Parents have the advantage at home, 
because they can tailor the environ-
ment to what the child needs and 
wants. The following activities will 
help create some memorable one-on-
one times between a parent and child:

• Keep a notepad ready to jot down 
ideas of special things to do with each 
of your children.

• Take your young child to the gro-
cery store. Talk about prices, and let 
him pick out one thing to buy.

• Help your child make a scrapbook 
of a trip or something that he enjoys.

• Save the child’s drawings and col-
orful paintings and use them in deco-
rative ways.

• Sit with your child and discuss 
how you and he can make this day or 
this weekend better. Focus on your 
child’s strengths, not weaknesses.

Easing kids’ 
camp fears

Sit down and talk with your child, making sure to listen and let him voice his feelings.
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2018 SUMMER CAMPS
Boys Basketball Camp
July 9 to July 13
July 16 to July 20
9AM - 4PM

REGISTRATION
 OPEN NOW!

Limited seats available!

Girls Basketball Camp
July 30 to August 3
9AM - 3PM

Baseball Camp 
July 30 to August 2
9AM - 1PM

For more information regarding Baseball & Basketball Camps go to www.memorial5.com

For more information regarding STEM Camp & Theater Camp 
go to the Trending Now section of www.molloyhs.org

Theater Camp
July 16 to July 20
9AM - 3PM

STEM 1 Camp
July 9 to July 13
July 16 to July 20
9AM - 3PM

STEM 2 Camp
July 16 to July 20
9AM - 3PM
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WEEKLY CAMP
July 9th to 27th $2500

         Each session is one week $175/wk
Camp times 9-11am or 1-3pm

Emails: info@joesmusiccenter.org
114-04 Farmers Blvd., St. Albans, New York 11412  718-454-3036
550 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11236  718-774-0700

Ages 2 to 7 years old

    CAMP GUIDE

When packing for a camp, you 
should receive information on 
policies and procedures before 

your child is ready to go. The follow-
ing checklist should help you decide 
what you do or don’t need to pack:

Bedding: Sleeping bags, sheets, 
blankets, and pillows are usually 
the camper’s responsibility. Most 
beds are twin size or smaller and 
may be bunk style. Some camps sup-
ply linens.

Towels: Usually supplied by the 
camper. 

Clothing: Most camps supply a 
list of recommended clothing that 
varies with the climate. Be sure to 
pack long pants (for hikes and horse-
back riding) as well as shorts. Com-
fortable, durable shoes are a must, 
while special footwear is advisable 
for certain activities (tennis, hiking, 
and horseback riding). Use a perma-
nent marker or name tags to iden-
tify your child’s belongings. Some 
camps require campers to wear uni-
forms. Some camps will furnish the 
uniforms, while others will provide 
you with ordering information. 

Toiletries: A small bag can be 
handy for toiletries if a camper has 

to walk to a separate building for 
showering and bathing. It is wise to 
pack sunscreen, lip balm, insect re-
pellent, soap, toothpaste and tooth-

brush, shampoo, a hairbrush and 
comb, and deodorant (if your child 
uses it). 

Laundry: Generally, sessions 

under two weeks don’t include laun-
dry service. You might send a pillow 
case or laundry bag to store dirty 
clothing.

Equipment: Camps usually pro-
vide items such as oars, life jackets, 
and craft materials, but check with 
the camp to be sure. The camper 
may want to bring a tennis racquet, 
musical instrument, or backpack. 
Don’t pack radios, televisions, por-
table CD players, stereos, food, or 
hunting knives.

Spending money: Camps have 
different policies on children bring-
ing spending money. Some have 
stores that sell T-shirts, film, candy, 
and other items. Check with the 
camp staff.

Medicine: Any medication should 
be properly labeled in its original 
container with dosage instructions 
and given to the camp’s medical per-
sonnel for safe keeping. 

Insurance: Camper health and 
accident insurance may be provided 
by the camp. You might be asked to 
bring information on family health 
and accident coverage. Be sure to 
ask the camp director if there are 
additional charges for insurance.

Getting your child packed for camp

Make a checklist to help pack for camp. iStock
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JULY 2 – AUGUST 17

Monday through Friday

9:00am – 4:00pm

Register by the Day,

Week or Full 7 Weeks!

Before & After Care

Available

119-17 UNION TURNPIKE • FOREST HILLS, NY

NEW RATES
for 2018!

For more information or to schedule a private tour, 
visit www.kewforest.org/summer or call 718.268.4667 x108

All Children Entering

Pre-K to 8th Grade are Welcome!

OPEN
HOUSE
APRIL 14
10am-12pm

SAVE 

$100
REGISTER BY

APRIL 30

CORE ACADEMIC &

RECREATIONAL OPTIONS

Martial Arts • Cooking • Drama

Swimming • Arts & Crafts

Computers • Day Trips 

and More!
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 02/23/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#3480242k miles, Stk#723132

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288$24,900
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,995$22,995
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M3903513k miles, Stk#M39051

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543
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'15 DODGE DURANGO'16 CLA 250
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Lunar New Year: A doggone 

Dignitaries carry the 2018 Lunar New Year Parade parade banner over the Union Street bridge in Flushing — including U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (c.) who brought her dog.   Photo by Michael Shain 

A group from the new Mormon church that opened last year in 
Flushing marches in the parade. Photo by Steve Vazquez

It’s the biggest day of the year for Peter Tu, the head of the Flushing Chamber of Commerce and perennial grand marshal 
of the parade.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The World Journal sports two big dragons at the head of the parade.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Pulling a handful of balloons off the World Journal’s float to 
hand out to kids along the parade route. The World Journal 
is a Chinese-language newspaper headquartered in College 
Point.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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The mascot for our World Tennis team, the New York Empire, 
made an appearance. Photo by Michael Shain 

The borough’s top two NYPD chiefs — David Barrere (l.), who commands the eight southern precincts, and Juanita Holmes, 
who has the eight in the north — march in the parade. Photo by Bruce Adler

This boy has the best seat in the house.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

K-Pop music blasts from the top of 
floats sponsored by Korean groups.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

In the stationhouse for the 109th Precinct, located at the start of the parade on Union Street, 
guess who’s daughter is marching in one of the first groups? Photo by Bruce Adler

At the Queens Botanical Garden, a post-
parade celebration starts with a two-man 
beast.  Photo by Nicholas Biondo

good day for a parade
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 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

C olorectcal cancer is the third most 
commonly diagnosed cancer in 
both the United States and Can-

ada. So say the American Cancer Soci-
ety and the Canadian Cancer Society, 
who project nearly 60,000 Americans 
and Canadians will lose their lives to 
colorectal cancer in 2014 alone.

Though many risk factors for col-
orectal cancer, including age, hered-
ity and racial and ethnic background, 
are beyond an individual’s control, 
that does not mean people are help-
less to reduce their risk for this poten-
tially deadly disease. Maintaining or 
adopting a healthy lifestyle can reduce 
a person’s risk of developing various 
cancers, and colorectal cancer is no ex-
ception. The following are a few ways 
adults can reduce their chance of devel-
oping colorectal cancer.

Get screened. As is the case with 
many cancer treatments, colorectal 
cancer treatments are much more ef-
fective when cancer is detected and 
treated early. Colorectal cancer screen-
ings help fi nd polyps before they be-
come cancerous. In addition, people 
may not immediately associate symp-
toms of colorectal cancer with the dis-
ease, instead thinking such symptoms 
are indicative of a less serious illness 
or condition. Screenings can not only 
determine if those symptoms are a re-
sult of colorectal cancer but also fi nd 
colorectal cancer before such symp-
toms even develop. Screenings and 
screening guidelines vary depend-
ing on the individual, as people with 
a higher than average risk for the dis-
ease may be told to start receiving an-

nual screenings before they turn 50, 
which is the age when people are told 
to receive such screenings regardless 
of their backgrounds.

Reconsider your diet. Adopting 
a healthier diet is another way many 
men and women can reduce their risk 
for colorectal cancer. Red meat is a 
great source of many nutrients, includ-
ing protein, iron and zinc. But studies 
have shown that a diet high in red meat 
increases a person’s risk for colorectal 
cancer, which may be due to chemicals  
known as nitrites forming when meat 
is digested or processed. In addition, 
the CCS notes that red meat contains 
higher amounts of heme iron than 
white meat. That’s signifi cant, as heme 
iron has been shown to cause dam-
age to the innermost layer of the colon 
wall, which is known as the mucosa. 
A diet without much red or processed 
meats, which are those preserved by 
curing, smoking or salting, can lower 
one’s risk for colorectal cancer.

Cut back on alcohol consump-

tion. The International Agency on 
Cancer Research notes that there is 
suffi cient evidence linking alcohol con-
sumption to colorectal cancer. Men and 
women who excessively consume alco-
hol may be at greater risk of colorectal 
cancer because such consumers tend to 
have low levels of folic acid in the body. 
Numerous studies have linked low lev-
els of folate to a higher risk of colorec-
tal cancer, and one study that exam-
ined the effects of folate defi ciency on 
mice concluded that folate defi ciency 
increased DNA damage by decreasing 
the expression of two genes involved 

in DNA damage by decreasing the ex-
pression of two genes involved in DNA 
repair. When consuming alcohol, men 
should stick to no more than two drinks 
per day while women who are not preg-
nant should limit their alcohol intake 
to one drink per day. Pregnant women 
should not consume alcohol.

Reduce exposure to heterocyclic 

amines and polycyclic aromatic hy-

drocarbons. Meat that is barbecued, 
fried, broiled, or cooked to well done 
can produce heterocyclic amines, or 
HCAs, and polycyclic aromatic hydro-
carbons, or PAHs, both of which have 
been found to cause changes in DNA 
that may increase cancer risk. Accord-
ing to the National Cancer Institute, 
HCAs form when amino acids, sugars 
and creatine react at high tempera-
tures, such as those necessary when 
frying foods or grilling over an open 
fl ame. PAHs, which also can be found 
in cigarette smoke and exhaust fumes 
from automobiles, form when fat and 
juices from meat grilled directly over 
an open fi re drip onto the fi re and cause 
fl ames, which contain PAHs that then 
adhere to the surface of the meat. To 
reduce exposure to HCAs and PAHs, 
avoid prolonged cooking times and di-
rect exposure of meat to an open fl ame 
or high heat source, fl ip meat often, dis-
card charred areas of meat before eat-
ing and never use meat drippings to 
make gravy.

Many risk factors for colorectal can-
cer are beyond an individual’s control, 
but men and women still can take steps 
to signifi cantly reduce their risk of de-
veloping this deadly disease.  

C olorectal (colon and rectal) 
cancer claims thousands of 
lives each and every year. 

Due to its widespread reach and 
ability to affect both men and 
women, the public should be-
come educated about the disease. 
Here’s a look at colorectal cancer 
by the numbers:

3: Colorectal cancer ranks as 
the third leading cause of cancer 
death in both men and women in 
the United States.

103,170: The number of new 
cases of colon cancer in the 
United States in 2012.

40,290: The number of new 
cases of rectal cancer in the 
United States in 2012.

23,300: The number of new 
cases of colorectal cancer in 
Canada in 2012.

63: The percentage of Cana-
dian men who will live for fi ve 
years after receiving a colorec-
tal cancer diagnosis.

1: The number, in millions, of 
U.S. colorectal cancer survivors.

20: The number of years the 
cases of colorectal cancer have 
been dropping steadily thanks to 
increased awareness and screen-
ing methods.

5: The number of feet in 
length of the average colon.

4: The number of sections in 
the colon, which include the as-
cending colon, transverse colon, 
descending colon, and sigmoid 
colon.

95: Percentage of colorectal 
cancers that are a type of can-
cer known as adenocarcinomas, 
which start in cells that form 
mucus for the colon.  

How to reduce your risk 
of colorectal cancer

Men and women can take small steps to reduce their risk of developing colorectal cancer — such as cutting down on alcoholic beverages 

Colorectal 
cancer 
by the 

numbers

Colorectal (colon and rectal) cancer 
claims thousands of men and wom-
en’s lives each and every year.
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI 

Despite an always-changing world 
and the addictive draw of technology 
and social media, something as im-
portant as the arts should never be 
cast aside or forgotten. But behind the 
scenes, it seems that keeping the arts 
alive and relevant has been an ongoing 
challenge for creators, choreographers, 
artistic directors and producers, despite 
their best efforts – especially these days, 
with rising rents, a shortage of studio 
space, and changing audiences.

But for creatives like Kevin Albert 
and Nicola Iervasi, creating dance for 
all is their raison d’etre and a true la-
bor of love. The Woodside residents 
have been partners, on and off stage, 
for 16 years. Albert graduated from the 
Boston Conservatory in Theater, and 
Nicola moved to the U.S. from South-
ern Italy as a scholarship student at 
the Martha Graham School.  

As founders and directors of Emerg-
ing Choreographer Series (ECS), they 
have combined their expertise in the-
ater and dance, and remain committed 

to promoting the arts locally through 
ECS and other imaginative programs, 
with the help of the LaGuardia Per-
forming Arts Center. 

The Queens Council on the Arts 
and Queens Borough President Melin-
da Katz, have recognized the couple’s 
ongoing contributions to the borough’s 
dance scene.

ECS embraces all styles of dance, 
while providing artistic, logistical, and 
production support for the next genera-
tion of dance makers. In celebration of 
the program’s fifth edition, ECS is pre-
senting its 2018 concert in The Little 
Theater at LaGuardia Performing Arts 
Center (LPAC), located at LaGuardia 
Community College, 31-10 Thomson 
Ave., Long Island City on Monday, Feb. 
26 and Tuesday, Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m.

Promising a variety of “dance 
voices,” Albert said concert-goers will 
see the culmination of eight weeks of 
hard work. 

“We will present a wide range of 
dance styles, including contemporary, 
experimental, modern, hip hop, tap and 
musical theater dance. Also, the level of 
dancing is very professional,” he said. 

After choosing the choreographers, 
the directors organize auditions for 
dancers and help them make the best 
choice for their piece. This year, nine 
emerging choreographers from across 

the U.S. as well as Costa Rica and Italy 
are being presented.  

ECS developed organically in 2013, 
after the couple had been teaching 
their unique training method, The 
Wave Within, for several years. “More 
and more, we would witness partici-
pants use material they had created 
in class to start a new piece or use the 
tools they learned to better share their 
ideas with dancers,” said Albert. 

Feeling they were ready for this 
new adventure, Albert and Iervasi ap-
plied for funds from Queens Council 
on the Arts. 

“The hardest part was finding ven-
ues to host such an intensive program. 
When we met with Steven Hitt at LPAC, 
we knew immediately we had found a 
home,” Iervasi recalled. 

Starting this year, each participant 
is mentored by an established chore-
ographer who provides feedback and 
advice for their artistic and profes-
sional growth. 

“The support we are getting from the 
industry is almost overwhelming. The 
expertise of this year’s team of panelists, 
mentors and consultants has exceeded 
our wildest dreams,” Albert said. “This 
is the proof that we are doing something 
extremely important and needed in New 
York City and in Queens.”

Young choreographers selected to show 
works at LaGuardia Performing Arts Center

Emer ging Emer ging 

Continued on Page 44
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The Emerging Choreographer Series is doing great work for dance in 
Queens. Here, the 2018 choreographers strike a pose in Long Island City.
 Gisella Sorrentino/Gaze Photography
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Answers in Sports

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

Gypsy — Loosely based on 
the 1957 memoirs of Gypsy 
Rose Lee, “Gypsy” revolves 
around the famous 
striptease artist and her 
mother, Rose, a “backstage 
mom.”
When: Friday, Feb. 23, at 7 
p.m.; Saturday, Feb. 24, at 
7:30 p.m.; Sunday, Feb. 25, 
at 2:30 p.m and 7:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, at 7 
p.m.; Thursday, March 1, at 
7 p.m.; Friday, March 2, at 7 
p.m.; Saturday, March 3, at 
2:30 p.m and 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $20 at the door; $18 
advance purchase
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Medea — In the world 
premiere of a new 
adaptation by Nefeli 
Vasiliadou and Lenny 
Banovez, Euripidies’ 
masterpiece pulses with 
fresh blood. Medea, a foreign 
barbarian princess and 
mother of two, has sacrifi ced 
everything to be with her 

husband in the comforts 
of his Greek homeland. 
But when she begins to 
doubt her husband’s love 
and learns she is about to 
be cast aside for another 
woman, myth and the 
gods ensure there will be 
nothing short of hell to 
pay. Treachery, lust, and 
unspeakable revenge fuel 
this epic Greek Drama that 
continues to stun audiences 
as much today as it did 432 
B.C.
When: Friday, Feb. 23, at 7:30 
p.m.; Saturday, Feb. 24, at 
7:30 p.m.; Sunday, Feb. 25, at 
4 p.m.; Thursday, March 1, at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave. S, 
Corona
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org/tango-
fi re

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — 
The play revolves around 
Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue 
on a mission to find his 
beloved runaway parrot, 
Polly. Armed with an 

endearing crew of misfits, 
Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, 
sword fights, and plenty of 
audience interaction.
When: Saturday, Feb. 24, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, 
$15 for adults; $40 family 
four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Madama Butterfly — The 
opera is set from the 
point of view of the title 
character, who endures 
both shame and sorrow, 
until she decides to take 
destiny into her own hands, 
leading to one of the most 
devastating and legendary 
final scenes in all of opera. 
When: Sunday, Feb. 25, 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center
Cost: Price varies
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.
edu/qpac/
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you’re looking for 
some big screen enter-
tainment that’s exciting, 
shocking, endearing, re-
pulsive, engaging and up-
lifting, grab your friends 
and stop by the Museum 
of the Moving Image and 
Kaufman Astoria Stu-
dios to check out the best 
independent film has to 
offer at the 2018 Queens 
World Film Festival.

The eighth edition of 
the fest boasts must-see 
local and global works by 
rising talent, including 
films that are edgier and 
more thought-provoking 
than ever. The expanded 
11-day program will run 
from Thursday, March 
15, to Sunday, March 25. 

Executive Director 
Katha Cato said she was 
excited to have 31 films 
from Queens and 19 film-
makers screening at 
MOMI. 

“With screens shrink-
ing all over the world 
and people competing for 
screen time; watching 

movies on their phones, 
while at their desk check-
ing e-mail... to be able to 
do 11 days of beautiful 

screenings, challenging 
films that people can see 
and discuss... it’s just su-
per important,” she said.

There were 611 sub-
missions from 48 nations 
for this year’s festival. 
QWFF has selected 189 

films from 36 nations for 
screening.

A commitment to di-
versity was important, 
and 65 of the movies se-
lected are from female 
filmmakers.

“We were shocked and 
thrilled that there were 
so many women chosen 
because their work was 
stunning,” said Cato, 
who explained that she 
and her partner, Don 
Cato, were interested in 
a variety of provocative, 
challenging themes, like 
immigration and wom-
en’s issues.  

“Don looks for a film 
where sound is good, you 
can tell what you’re look-
ing at, craftsmanship, 
camera use, how inven-
tive they are with media 
and technology,” she said. 
“He’s looking for people 
who are putting that cam-
era right next to their 
heart and telling a story.”

Queens World Film Festival set for March
Annual event brings locally and globally-sourced independent films close to home

Filmmakers will show off their work at the 8th annual Queens World Film Festival in March. Courtesy of Ken Brown

Continued on Page 46
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Feb. 23-Mar. 1, 2018

By Ed Canty

Spectacular
Across
1. Fresh talk
5. Fizzless
9. Clock standard: 
Abbr.
12. Block house?
14. Wash
15. Peter, Paul and 
Mary, e.g.
16. Decision-maker
18. Go ballistic
19. Michener best 
seller
20. Space between 
two points
22. Marching band 
member
24. Mock
25. Bone connector
29. Litter's littlest
30. Three-time Hart 
Trophy winner
31. "Halt!"
33. Spring buy
36. Ride without 
pedaling
39. Pitching stat
40. Sting, for one
41. City or circle 
starter
42. Blockhead
44. Shell mover
45. Monopoly card
47. Without warning
50. Frightened
52. Actor John of 
"Sands of Iwo Jima"
53. Like many 
swords

55. Insignia
59. Blocks
60. Steinway 
product
62. Bible vessels
63. Send off
64. Large Japanese 
guys
65. Musical notes
66. Itch cause
67. Schooner part

Down
1. Sound of 
resignation
2. Taj Mahal locale
3. Popular side
4. Accord 
competitor
5. Tough bug
6. Grease

7. Steer clear of
8. Hardly verbose
9. National Park in 
Wyoming
10. Chop finely
11. Carry
13. Loathing
15. New hire
17. Is in harmony
21. Bridge support
23. Put in the pot
25. Math points
26. Caddie's 
offering
27. City in North 
Dakota
28. Matadors 
opponents
32. ___ New 
Guinea
34. Twofold

35. Lively
37. Crystal ball 
gazer
38. Tire pattern
43. Beat barely
46. Word with clam 
or gold
48. Deadens 
acoustically
49. Element #68
50. On the ball
51. Skin layer
53. Way up the 
mountain?
54. Speaker's place
56. Tibetan priest
57. Baseball's 
Slaughter
58. Lion's share
61. To the ___ 
degree

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OUTWARD BOUND
T E M P E S C E N E M V P
A C O R N A A R O N O I L
R O B E R T F R O S T B O A

S O M E R S R O I L S
I M B I B E R B E D L A M
G O O D E N U N L A D E
L O B E S N O U T P S I
O R C L O T T E R Y H A D
O E R A L O I S G O R E

A N N E A L F A U N A S
A T T I C S A I L M E N T
U N C L E T I N N E D
D O H L O B S T E R R O L L
I T I O N A I R T O R M E
T E T T E R S E S P E N D

According to Albert, 
choreographers are re-
ceiving less financial 
and practical support 
while also seeing greater 
demand for productivity 
and organization. The 
partners say their goal 
has been to create respon-
sible, business-ready cho-
reographers with hands-
on experience in best 
practices. The program 
is completely free, and 
each choreographer and 
their dancers receive sti-
pends.

ECS also connected 
with Spaceworks NYC, a 
non-profit in Long Island 
City, and or the last few 
years, has received the 
CASA grant from the 
city with support from 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside). 

Albert pointed to 
other programs ECS is 
involved in, like an after-
school program for K-12, 
called The Young Wave 
based off of The Wave 
Within method. 

This program part-
ners with creative writ-
ing teachers at PS 11 and 

PS 152. Students write 
about a subject and their 
writing is used to put 
together a script. Then 
a director is brought in 
along with a choreogra-
pher to work with the 
kids to develop staging 
and choreography, ac-
cording to Albert. 

“We also bring in 
Queens-based composer, 
James Rubio, to create 
a song for the children 
to sing, based also off of 
their creative writing,” 
said Albert. “The cre-
ative team helps them 
develop the show and it 
is performed for friends 
and family.

At the end of the pro-
gram, the students are 
treated to a Broadway 
show. 

“We feel it is impor-
tant, after all the hard 
work they put in to create 
their show, to see a pro-
fessional production — 
offered free of charge to 
the kids — which always 
helps to spark magic and 
wonder in their eyes.” 

Albert blames the  
dwindling of dance audi-
ences on addictive tech-

nology and the battle for 
commodified attention, 
but also rising costs.

“I have a feeling what 
is playing into the decline 
is part of the commercial-
ization of our conscious-
ness,” Albert said. “We 
are always connected 
to a computer or phone, 
and we see as much or as 
little of dance as we wish 
by clicking here or there. 
The way the city is set up 
now, it is too expensive 
for young or established 
artists to spend time ex-
ploring something that 
is unknown.” 

One of the main goals 
of ECS, Albert said, is to 
make dance more access-
able.

“This is part of why 
we created the ECS,” he 
said. “We could see a fu-
ture where young artists 
were no longer able to 
afford the experimenta-
tion and the art of chore-
ography would be left to 
commercial dance or to 
those who have the fund-
ing. We felt a need to sup-
port the up and coming 
to combat this problem, 
to give them a chance to 
learn about the business 
and maximize their cre-
ative potential.”

Continued from Page 41 
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FILM

My Neighbor Totoro — 
Featuring the voices of Dakota 
Fanning and Elle Fanning, 
director Hayao Miyazaki’s most 
beloved fi lm, “My Neighbor 
Totoro,” is about two sisters 
who move to a new country 
home, and discover a family of 
totoros, gentle but powerful 
creatures seen only by 
children. Recommended for 

ages 4 and up. 
When: Friday, Feb. 23, Saturday, 
Feb. 24, and Sunday, Feb. 25, 
at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Ayla — A man haunted by 
the mysterious death of 
his 4-year-old sister brings 

her back to life 30 years 
later as an adult woman, 
with dire consequences.
When: Friday, Feb. 23, at 
6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Wuthering Heights —  A 
story about the tragic 
forbidden love between 
Cathy, the daughter from 
a wealthy family, and 
Heathcliff, whom she had 
first met as a brooding 
orphan brought to their 
home and forced to work 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 46
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RIOULT DANCE NY
March 3-4, 2018
RIOULT Dance NY returns to Queens Theatre with the sensual, 
articulate and exquisitely musical works of Pascal Rioult. Rioult and his 
outstanding company of dancers have made their mark on both the NYC 
and international dance scenes. 

Saturday, Mar 3, 2018 at 2pm & 8pm
Sunday, Mar 4, 2018 at 3pm

Following the Sunday performance, join Pascal Rioult and 
his dancers for a free reception in the lobby celebrating the 
Company’s new home in Queens. Be among the first to welcome this 
internationally acclaimed dance company to the community.

TICKETS FROM $20

THE MOUNTAINTOP
by Katori Hall

March 10-11, 2018
On the evening of April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated 
outside room 306 of The Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The Mountaintop 
imagines what may have transpired in the overnight hours between the 
legendary civil rights leader and a seemingly inconsequential hotel maid, 
giving us a glimpse into the human side of Martin Luther King Jr. in this 
Olivier Award winning play by Katori Hall in a new production from L.A. 
Theatre Works.

Saturday, Mar 10, 2018 at 2pm
Saturday, Mar 10, 2018 at 8pm

Sunday, Mar 11, 2018 at 3pm

Call: 718-760-0064 
Click: www.queenstheatre.org

14 United Nations Avenue South · Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Free Parking · Free Subway Shuttle from Mets Willets Point

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Ladies and gentle-
men, damas y cabal-
leros, if you’d like to 
experience a play quite 
unlike any other, look 
no further than Queens 
of the Night/Reinas de 
la Noche, playing in the 
Thalia Spanish Theatre 
until Feb. 25.

Perhaps the most 
memorable aspect of 
the show, other than the 
interactive second act 
where the play suddenly 
becomes a drag show, 
was the use of Spanish 
and English — or as some 
call it, Spanglish.

The mix of the two lan-
guages, however, wasn’t 
an intentional aspect of 
the play. Txemi Parra, 
the writer of Queens of 
the Night/Reinas de la 
Noche, said the bilingual 
theme happened organi-
cally among the cast and 
crew.

“I wrote it in Spanish 

and I wrote that some 
characters spoke Span-
glish, but not all,” Parra 
said. “But some of the ac-
tors said ‘this is a good 
idea,’ and it would be 
great to open it to more 
audiences.”

Parra said he drew 
his inspiration for the 
production from New 
York.

“Living here in New 
York, I’ve learned a lot 
about the Spanish lan-
guage,” he said.

The exuberant actors 
complemented their im-
peccable comedic timing 
with a dash of Spanish 
phrases and cultural ref-
erences throughout their 
performances. The mu-
sic and costumes were 
so vibrant that viewers 
could overlook the very 
serious undertones of 
the play if they weren’t 
paying attention.

Some of the actors 
and actresses had never 
performed in a play be-

fore, according to Sole-
dad Lopez, who starred 
as the main character, 
Lupe, and is the manag-
ing director of the Thalia 
Spanish Theatre.

“We wanted to do a 
type of play where they 
would be able to dem-
onstrate their talents 
because, realistically, 
sometimes they just work 
in clubs, not in a theatre 
where people come to sit 
down and watch them,” 
Lopez said.

The not-so-subtle jabs 
at the current president 
of the United States, 
some of which reference 
his comments about 
Mexican immigrants, 
drew great laughs from 
the audience as well.

Other subjects of the 
play — including abusive 
relationships, the hard-
ships of adopting chil-
dren when one is trans-
gender and acceptance of 
who one truly is — gave it 
an authenticity that kept 

the audience responsive 
in the already intimate 
setting of the Thalia.

The director, William 
Lopera, stressed that the 
underlying intention of 
the play is to raise aware-
ness about the prejudices 
members of the LGBTQ 
community still face.

“There is a need to cre-
ate consciousness and to 
promote tolerance with-
out making it dramatic,” 
Lopera said. “This is a 
fun way to give that in-
formation and people will 
realize how fun and won-
derful diversity is.”

Celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of the Thal-
ia Spanish Theatre, the 
executive director of the 
theatre, Angel Gil Or-
rios, said that they strive 
to bring important mes-
sages to their audience.

“We’ve always been 
interested in promoting 
social justice, in doing 
things and themes that 
are really contempo-

rary and important for 
the community,” Orrios 
said. “We always wanted 
to do an LGBTQ musical 
because we knew that 
many artists that have 
worked with us in the 
past were gay and were 
very proud of it.”

During the Valen-
tine’s Day performance 
of Queens of the Night/
Reinas de la Noche, 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer and his partner 
went to show their sup-
port for the play. At the 
end of the show, he was 

invited to the stage where 
he praised the story and 
the Thalia.

“I am so proud to rep-
resent this theater in my 
district and I’m so proud 
that this was brought to 
Sunnyside,” Van Bramer 
said. “I fell in love with 
every single person on 
this stage for many rea-
sons... All of you inspire 
me, all of you are so beau-
tiful in every single way. 
This was a great way to 
spend Valentine’s Day. 
Thank you all so much, 
muchisimas gracias.”

Thalia Spanish Theatre brings 
'Queens of the Night' to life

Thalia Spanish Theatre's production of “Queens of the Night” 
ends its run Sunday evening. Courtesy of Thalia Spanish Theatre
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Families may take 
a special interested 
in Kids Corner, which 
showcases films made 
by children aged 14 
and younger that will 
screen at MOMI. Team 
Cato develops these 
young auteurs through 
their after school film 
program, which they 
teach in various Queens 
schools. Actor/comedian 
and Queens native Ray 
Romano sponsored all 
tickets for the students 
who made these films, 
and their families. Cato 
says QWFF is looking 
for another sponsor to 
make the entire student 
show free for additional 
family members.

Here’s a sampling of 
local talent at the festi-
val.

“Thank You

and Good Night”

Have you ever seen 
a film that makes use 
of cardboard cutouts 
crafted from old photo-
graphs? In this whim-
sical, genre-busting 

creation, Jan Oxenberg 
takes viewers on a sen-
timental journey back 
to her childhood in 
Queens, sharing misty, 
food-related memories 
of her grandma’s home-
cooked Jewish dishes... 
accented with carrots. 
The filmmaker, who’s 
work premiered at the 
Sundance Film Festival 
in 1991, grew up in Bell 
Park Gardens in Bay-
side, where her neigh-
bors included Richard 
Dreyfuss and Estelle 
Getty.

The QWFF will award 
Oxenberg with its “Spir-
it of Queens” Award at 
a special tribute screen-
ing March 20, at 7 p.m., 
at MOMI, 

“Bricklayer’s Poet”

Don’t miss actor/
filmmaker Gino Ca-
farelli’s short/featurette 
about love, heart, loss 
and loneliness.

A chance encounter 
between a bricklayer 
and a poet becomes 
deeper than what’s on 
the surface. 

According to Cafarel-
li, the film is Inspired 
by writer Joe Maruzzo, 
who wrote it as a one-act 

play 30 years ago. “His 
dad was a bricklayer, 
and my dad is a retired 
mason/bricklayer. I was 
immediately attracted 
to the play because of 
our dads,” he said.

Cafarelli, who can be 
seen in Martin Scors-
ese’s upcoming film, 
“The Irishman,” will 
screen “Bricklayer’s 
Poet” Thursday, March 
15, at 7:00 p.m., MOMI – 
Redstone

“Manic” 

Director Kate Marks 
takes indie filmmaking 
to a whole new level in 
one of her two offerings 
at the festival. A manic 
episode lands an over-
achieving, Ivy League-
bound teen in a school 
for kids with mental ill-
ness. 

“There aren’t many 
characters like her on 
TV and I wanted the 
show to be grounded in 
her perspective, so my 
guiding principle was 
‘capture things the way 
Aurora would see them’ 
– messy, medicated, and 
bizarre,” said Marks. 

Thursday, March 22, 
at 6:00 p.m., Zukor

“Miracle Maker” 

Marks said when 
her dad was diagnosed 
with cancer, she began 
to light candles for St. 
Jude, even though she’s 
not Catholic. “Raised in 
a household where we 
put our faith in effort, 
I always thought hard 
work could fix any prob-
lem. But when this phi-
losophy failed, I began 
to search for a hero to 
rescue my family... enter 
Miss Kitty, the miracle 
maker of my film.”

Sunday, March 25, at 
5:30 p.m., MOMI – Red-
stone 

“Two Marxists

in Hollywood”

Mark your calendars 
for Saturday, March 24, 
at 1:00 p.m., and head on 
over to MOMI to catch 
“Two Marxists in Hol-
lywood” by director Zoe 
Beloff.

Radical artists and 
Nazi Germany refugees 
Bertolt Brecht and Ser-
gei Eisenstein believed 
that other filmmakers 
should question the 
way we understand our 
world. These revolution-
aries were hellbent on 
making films in Hol-

lywood on their own 
terms. Did they suc-
ceed?

The film invites us to 
re-imagine their ideas 
today through intrigu-
ing interviews with 
actors playing the two 
men.

“To The Flame”

In the mood for some 
riveting indie horror? 
Then you’ll want to see 
this psychological thrill-
er set in a small town. 

Expect suspense, 
mixed with unexpected 
humor and dangerous, 
yet humorous characters.

While interviewing 
neighbors for his film 
class assignment, Kyle 
happens upon a creepy, 
disturbed couple. Was 
his encounter a big mis-
take?

“It definitely takes 
a hard look at a cer-
tain type of male ego 
that sees everything 
through the lens of self-
promotion,” said Webb, 
who’s credits include 
“Boardwalk Empire,” 
“Daredevil” and “House 
of Cards.”

Friday, March 23, at 
6:00 p.m. MOMI - Red-
stone 

“A Favor”

A woman has to 
make a difficult choice 
between family or duty. 
This film captures an 
ordinary woman in an 
extraordinary circum-
stance, where her big-
gest struggle isn’t on the 
battlefield. Experience a 
behind-the-scenes look at 
profound moments faced 
by brave women in the 
military.  

“‘A Favor’ was 
written to tell a story 
that people can relate 
to and cast light on 
events that don’t make 
the headlines,” accord-
ing to director Tan-
nia Kustka. “It’s one 
thing to use words to 
tell a story and quite 
a different one to see 
the struggle, anguish, 
pain and love on our 
character’s face.

“Her actions may 
seem heartless but she 
also has a huge heart. 
It is this paradox that 
makes people so inter-
esting to watch.”

Thursday March 22, 
at 6:00 p.m. Zukor 

For more informa-
tion, visit  www.queen-
sworldfilmfestival.com .

as a stable boy.
When: Saturday, Feb. 24, at 4 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Gone with the Wind — A 
manipulative woman and 
a roguish man conduct a 
turbulent romance during 
the American Civil War and 
Reconstruction periods.
When: Saturday, Feb. 24, and 
Sunday, Feb. 25, at 6:30 p.m. 
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Purim Carnival — Celebrate 
the Purim holiday and enjoy 
carnival fun with infl atables, 
games, arts and crafts, face 
painting and an exciting 
magic performance. Every 
child will receive a fun prize
When: Sunday, Feb. 25, from 
1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Where: Central Queens Y
Cost: Free for adults; $5 per 
child over 2 years old; $15 
family maximum
Contact: (718) 268-5011 ext. 102

Astronomy Night — One 
of the longest-running 
astronomy programs in the 
city, now in its 20th year, will 
be led by seasoned professor/ 
astronomer Mark Freilich. Each 
program features an indoor 
question-and-answer session 
on basic astronomy, followed 
by exciting outdoor viewing 
using a professional telescope. 
Participants are welcome to 
bring their own telescopes 
and binoculars. Limited to 20 
participants ages 9 and up, 
including adults.
When: Saturday, Feb. 24, 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Eric Alexander Quartet 
— Imposing improviser Eric 
Alexander performs with 
his mentor, veteran pianist 
Harold Mabern, and is joined 
by John Webber on the bass 
and Joe Farnworth on drums. 
When: Friday, Feb. 23, at 8 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall

Cost: $16; $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7770 x222 

Charcuterie Masters — The 
best of the best charcuterie 
artisans from the U.S. and 
Canada will compete for 
top honors at the third 
annual Charcuterie Masters. 
Attendees will have the 
chance to taste more than 
60 kinds of charcuterie 
and meet the charcutiers. 
Pairings will include beer, 
wine and spirits. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 24, 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: Free for members 
and students; $5 suggested 
donation
Contact: (718) 463-7770 x222 

Stargazing Club: The Night 
Sky — Urban Park Rangers 
will be your guides to the 
solar system, discussing the 
science, history and folklore 
of the universe. The Night Sky 
programs highlight the history 
and folklore of the solar 
system, using the naked eye 
to locate stars and planets.
When: Saturday, Feb. 24, 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Fort Totten 
Visitor’s Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Continued from Page 43 
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ArtsTheatre By The Bay NY presents

This program is made possible (in part) by the Queens Council on 
the Arts with public funds from the New York City Department of 
Cultural Aff airs in partnership with the City Council & funds from the 
Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New York State 

Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature 
and administered by the Queens Council on the Arts.”

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
theatrebythebayny.com or phone 718-428-6363

1300 209th Street, Bayside, NY 11360

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
theatrebythebayny.com or phone 718-428-6363

1300 209th Street, Bayside, NY 11360

Saturday, March 10 & 17 – at 8:30 pm
Sunday,  March 4, 11 & 18 – at 3:00 pm



47  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 23-MAR. 1, 2018TL

CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor 

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363

Herb Grilled Vegetables/ Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Peppers
Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata

Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella
Olive Medley / Bruschetta

Fresh Garden Salad
Market Greens / Cucumbers / Tomato / Balsamic

Hot Dinner Rolls & Butter

Slow Roasted Prime Rib ~ Rosemary ’au jus‘
Smoked Country Ham ~ Dijon / Honey Glaze

Slow Braised Lamb Stew —Chianti / Thyme / Root Vegetables
Chicken ‘Valdaosta’ — Fontina / Prosciutto / Rosemary

Shrimp Stuffed Sea Bass — Citrus / Scallions / Vino Bianco
Crisp Fried Calamari — Spicy Marinara

Rigatoni ‘Boscaiola’ — Mushrooms / Peppers / Pomodoro
Cavatelli ‘Barese’ — Broccoli Rabe / Sausage / Roast Garlic

Baked Eggplant Rollatini — Mozzarella / Ricotta /Tomato
Spring Vegetable Medley

 

Sweet Onion Mashed / in Martini Glass
Fixins’: Cheese / Bacon/ Chives/Sour Cream /Corn

Warm Housemade Waffles — Berry Compote / Nutella
Pastries / Cookies / Cannolis / Fresh Fruit / Lemon Chiffon Cake

Chocolate Fondue - Dips - Marshmallows - pretzels - Strawberries

Adults: $55.00 per person + sales tax

Children (12 yrs and under) $30.00 per child +sales tax

Buona Pasqua!!

DOUGLASTON MANOR
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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ing no warning for pedestrians 
or motorists,” Velázquez said. 
“Maspeth is a significant hub 
for rail traffic and we need to en-
sure that the Federal Railroad 
Administration carefully exam-
ines all the rail crossings in this 
community, before an accident 

occurs, so residents can feel 
safe walking about or driving in 
their own neighborhood.”

Wilkerson reported the is-
sue to newly elected Council-
man Robert Holden (D-Middle 
Village), who passed the word 
along to the congressional mem-
bers.

“The Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration (FRA) dispatch a 
signal and train control inspec-
tor to investigate the matter and 

respond directly to the members 
of Congress,” spokeswoman De-
siree French said.

In July 2015, a locomotive op-
erated by the New York Atlantic 
Railroad clipped an 18-wheeler 
and at the Maspeth Avenue 
crossing, injuring the driver 
of the truck who narrowly es-
caped his vehicle as it went up in 
flames and resulted in a federal 
probe which found the train op-
erator was at fault.

tional level this past year leave 
us even more concerned. A com-
bination of fear, intimidation 
and institutional barriers dur-
ing the undertaking of the 2020 
Census may cause irreparable 
harm to our state.”

Assemblyman Marcos Cre-

spo (D-Bronx), chairman of the 
Assembly Task Force on Demo-
graphics and Reapportionment, 
said that under-counts during 
the 2000 and 2010 Census cost 
New York two congressional 
seats and the loss of tens of bil-
lions in federal aid for educa-
tion, housing and transporta-
tion programs. He added that 
the 2020 Census is shaping up 
to be a real problem because it 

will rely heavily on the use of 
the Internet by requiring state 
residents to complete their Cen-
sus forms online. 

“For many communities 
with limited access to the Inter-
net and computers and for the el-
derly and disabled this process 
spells a disaster for our state,” 
he said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-

(D-Astoria) Monday urged the 
state Legislature to pass his 
Effective Background Check 
Act, which would extend 
the waiting period for back-
ground checks from three 
days to 10. Gianaris renewed 
this push after learning of 
the proposed budget cut. 

“This is the worst time in 
our history to further erode 
responsible measures that 
keep guns away from danger-
ous people,” Gianaris said. 
“Improving background 
checks was necessary be-
fore the Trump funding cuts 
and is even more important 
now.” 

There is currently  a three-
day waiting period for a back-
ground check to be completed 
before a seller can transfer 
a firearm to a purchaser. If 
the check is not completed in 

that time, the firearm may be 
sold without a background 
check at all. Over 300,000 
background checks were not 
concluded in the three-day 
period in 2016 alone. Gia-
naris’ proposal would extend 
the waiting period to 10 days 
so that proper background 
checks could be completed in 
all cases. 

Gianaris’ bill would also 
require firearms dealers to 
report to the police any at-
tempts to make illegal gun 
purchases and would require 
employees of gun manufac-
turers and dealers to also un-
dergo background checks. 

“Improving background 
checks was necessary before 
the Trump funding cuts and 
is even more important now,” 
Gianaris said. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

CHA housing improvements 
and repairs.

Mayor Bill de Blasio defend-
ed his administration against 
claims from the state that the 
city was not acting fast enough 
to bring reliable heat and hot 
water to NYCHA residents 
over the course of the winter.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo had 
proposed issuing a state of 
emergency for NYCHA build-
ings in the face of a harsh win-
ter, but de Blasio countered 
by telling  the “Brian Lehrer 
Show” the state had never fol-
lowed through with delivering 
promised recovery funds.

“First of all the state has 
not provided us with the fund-
ing from several budgets ago, 
let alone the $200 million that 
was allocated in the last state 
budget back last April, 2017des 
old, we would welcome that 
conversation, we would try 
to work together. But if the 
state’s trying to score political 
points, and deal in simplistic 
ideas that are not really going 
to help the people of the public 
housing buildings in our city 
who are 400,000 New Yorkers, 
you know, then let’s be honest 
about what’s really going on,” 
de Blasio said. “If the state 
really wants to sit down with 
us and say how can we play a 
constructive role in address-
ing some of the challenges 
in NYCHA that are decades 
old, we would welcome that 
conversation, we would try to 

work together.”
De Blasio said his admin-

istration has recently com-
mitted $3.7 billion to NYCHA 
facility improvements and for 
day-to-day operations.

But city officials led by 
Councilman Robert Cornegy 
(D-Brooklyn), the Housing 
and Buildings Committee 
chairman, have taken the 
governor’s side on the issue, 
calling on the state to declare 
a state of emergency in terms 
of lead paint and other condi-
tions at NYCHA facilities. 

“The appalling state of dis-
repair in NYCHA buildings 
both in my district and across 
the city is a serious health 
and safety hazard for resi-
dents. Too many parents and 
children have been exposed 
to either moldy conditions or 
dangerous lead paint, while 
families have suffered in the 
cold this winter without heat 
and hot water,” Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
said.

Councilwoman Adrienne 
Adams (D-Jamaica) said NY-
CHA residents are paying 
rent to the city and in return 
are forced to live in subpar 
conditions.

“There are thousands of 
New Yorkers living in substan-
dard NYCHA housing,” Adams 
said. “These residents are pay-
ing rent like every other tenant 
and they deserve to have heat 
and hot water. NYCHA build-
ings are in crisis and a more 
profound investment is need-
ed. An immediate declaration 
of emergency is necessary to 
make these urgent repairs.”

read his transponder.
The suit follows less than a 

month after the Fix NYC panel 
proposal was released in Janu-
ary to implement congestion 
pricing for vehicles entering the 
central business district of Man-
hattan from 60th Street to South 
Ferry.

The proposal keeps East 
River bridges and tunnels free 
as they have been for over a cen-

tury, but charges drivers a $11.52 
EZPass toll for going into the 
central business district once in 
Manhattan.

“Trips to and from New 
Jersey can be less expensive 
than trips from New York 
City’s outer boroughs. Tolls 
vary widely, and they must be 
rationalized so costs are fair to 
all,” Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 
in January. “[As] a born-and-
raised Queens boy, I have out-
er-borough blood in my veins, 
and it is my priority that we 
keep costs down for hardwork-

ing New Yorkers, and encour-
age use of mass transit. We 
must also find a way to reduce 
the costs for outer-borough 
bridges in any plan ultimately 
passed.”

The congestion pricing pro-
posal  was fielded by the state in 
order to create a dedicated fund-
ing stream for the MTA and re-
store reliable service to the city’s 
ailing subway infrastructure.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.
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Fix NYC proposal in late Janu-
ary to enact congestion pricing 
for vehicle traffic entering Man-
hattan below 60th Street, but 
the Riders Alliance is hoping 
to hold Cuomo accountable un-
til the state Assembly approves 
the plan, which will provide a 
dedicated funding stream to the 
MTA.

“[This] morning, hundreds 
of thousands of New Yorkers 
had what could well be the 
worst commute of the week,” 
Danny Pearlstein, commu-
nications director for Riders 
Alliance, said Feb. 15. “Gov. 
Cuomo’s subway system suf-
fered signal problems on eight 
lines, sick passengers on three 
and mechanical problems on 
three more, grinding service to 
a halt across the city. As a small 

consolation, the Riders Alli-
ance will reward New Yorkers 
with a chocolate MetroCard for 
the worst commute of the week 
until the governor enacts a sus-
tainable, progressive long-term 
plan to fund the modernization 
of the subway.”

The New York Times report-
ed eight trains had experienced 
setbacks due to signal problems, 
three to mechanical problems 
as well as three more stalled due 
to sick passengers the morning 
of the news conference.

The MTA’s response to the 
Riders Alliance news confer-
ence launching the contest Feb. 
15 praised the agency’s employ-
ees for getting the trains back 
on track .

“Today, 50,000 New York City 
Transit employees moved near-
ly 6 million people on the sub-
way and 2.5 million bus riders,” 
MTA spokesman Jon Weinstein 
said on the day of the Riders Al-
liance news conference. “They 

operated trains, fixed signals 
and switches, repaired track, 
navigated the clogged streets of 
New York City and helped cus-
tomers find their way – that’s 
what we’re focused on.”

Fifteen trains were delayed 
last Friday Feb. 16, while the 
following Tuesday problems on 
10 different lines affected the 
morning commute of many city 
dwellers, according to the New 
York Times.

Cuomo’s congestion pricing 
proposal aims to charge drivers 
$11 to enter Manhattan’s central 
business district, but keeps East 
River bridges free.

The plan has been adamant-
ly opposed by elected officials 
in eastern Queens at the city 
and state level who say the toll 
would put an unfair burden on 
their constituents.

Figures have shown an av-
erage of about 4 to 5 percent 
of Queens motorists would be 
affected.

Continued from Page 5 

Commute
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ULUURP process, Van 
Bramer is not liking what he 
has seen.

“The amount of green-
space they’re offering is 
very small and the amount 
of affordable housing is in-
sulting,” he said. “You can’t 
allow a developer the op-
portunity to build on city-
owned land and only offer 
25 percent affordable. That 
is insulting. That’s wildly 
unacceptable to me and the 
community.”

State Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Long Is-
land City) was an early oppo-
nent of the project, firing off 
a letter to Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio less than a month after 
it was presented in August 
saying the proposed build-
ings “are too massive for 
this area.” Nolan suggested 
instead that the land be used 
for much-needed parkland 
while preserving a portion 
as a wetland to help in flood 
mitigation.

“I urge Mayor de Bla-
sio and the NYC Economic 
Development Corporation 
to take a step back, put the 
RFP on hold and listen to the 
community, civic organiza-
tions, and residents on what 
they believe this parcel of 
land should be,” Nolan said. 
“This is public property and 
any plans, now more than 
ever, should include ideas 
and alternatives that come 
directly from local resi-
dents.”

The 1.5 million-square-
foot mixed use project on the 
north side of Anable Basin, 
on 44th Drive near Vernon 
Boulevard would include 
a 600-seat school, 100,000 
square feet of light industri-
al space, 400,000 square feet 
of commercial office space 
and 25,000 square feet of art 
space. 

“We’re proud that this 
will deliver hundreds of 
affordable homes, new in-
dustrial and commercial 
space, workforce training 
programs, good jobs, a new 
600-seat school and more 
than an acre of open space 
for Long Island City,” the 
city’s Economic Develop-
ment Corporation spokes-
woman, Shavone Williams, 
said. “We look forward to 
continued discussions with 
community members in the 
months ahead, as we look for 
ideas on how to make this 
great project even better.”

To garner Van Bramer’s 
support in what he calls the 
largest rezoning in his eight 
years in the City Council, he 
will need to see changes to 
the plan.

“We have a crisis with 
not enough schools and I 
don’t want to contribute to 
this overdevelopment in 
Long Island City without the 
infrastructure that is need-
ed for the people who are 
already here,” Van Bramer 
said. “Schools, a community 
center, parkland, transpor-
tation, this is all part of in-
frastructure and good city 
planning would have called 
for this long ago and in-
stead we’re playing catchup. 
We’ve got to demand more 
from Mayor de Blasio, the 
EDC and from the Office of 
City Planning. We’ve got 
to demand more from all of 
them.”

That is why Van Bramer 
will join Nolan in support of 
a March 3 rally organized by 
the LIC Coalition, a grass-
roots civic organization that 
is dissatisfied with the way 
open space has been used as 
the unprecedented develop-
ment of the neighborhood 
continues unabated.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

alerted the commission, who 
acted swiftly. No person in New 
York City should feel threatened 
or be harassed and discrimi-
nated against based on where 
they were born, how they pray, 
or who they love — especially 
in their own homes. I am happy 
to see this resolved and to know 
that the residents will no longer 
have to live in fear, and can feel 
safe in our own community.”

The settlement required 

Milano and two other members 
from the board to step down 
and remove “all offensive post-
ers, symbols and materials 
from the lobby. The condo unit 
owners elected five new board 
members last Thursday.

“We hope this settlement 
sends a strong message to 
housing providers citywide 
that New York City does not 
tolerate discrimination and 
harassment and that we will 
not hesitate to take immediate 
action when we learn of viola-
tions,” Assistant Commission-
er for the Law Enforcement 

Bureau at the NYC Commis-
sion on Human Rights Sapna 
V. Raj said. “Housing provid-
ers, including condo boards, 
supers, landlords, and brokers 
have a legal obligation to follow 
the NYC Human Rights Law, 
which prohibits discrimina-
tion and harassment based on 
national origin, immigration 
status, race or any other pro-
tected category. We encourage 
anyone who is experiencing 
discrimination or harassment 
to report it to the commission 
by calling 718-722-3131.”

During its investigation, 

one tenant told the commis-
sion that Milano stopped her 
as she was walking to her 
apartment with her boyfriend, 
who is of Puerto Rican descent, 
demanding to see his passport 
and exclaiming that he “could 
be anyone illegal.” Another 
unit owner said that Milano 
left her a voicemail claiming to 
be Adolf Hitler and stating that 
“the grandmaster of the KKK 
is coming to the lobby.”

The same unit owner said 
that Milano also responded to 
her attempt to rent her apart-
ment to a Latina woman by de-

claring, “She’s Spanish. They 
are low lifes and don’t pay the 
rent.” The condo board re-
mains under investigation by 
New York’s Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman.

“We are encouraged by the 
actions taken tonight by the 
NYC Commission on Human 
Rights with whom we have 
been working closely  on this 
investigation,” Schneiderman 
said. “Our investigation into 
potential state civil rights 
violations and financial mis-
conduct at the condominium 
continues.”

munity,” Espinal said. “Our 
local and state leaders are our 
first line of defense against the 
bigotry and hate coming out of 
Washington, and I will protect 
our progressive values and sup-
port plans and initiatives that 
are good for all New Yorkers.”

The Working Families Party 
also endorsed Jackson Heights 
resident Jessica Ramos in her 
primary challenge against 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), a member of the 
breakaway Independent Demo-
cratic Conference, which shares 
power with the Republicans, al-
lowing them to maintain a ma-
jority in the Senate.

“The Working Families Par-
ty champions working people 
over the city’s wealthiest -- and 
I’m honored to have their en-
dorsement,” Ramos said. “I’m 
running for office because we 
need a progressive Democrat in 
the state Senate who will sup-
port Queens’ working families 
-- not a Trump Democrat who 
gives power to the Republicans. 
I’m fighting for a real living 
wage, affordable healthcare, 
rent laws that support families 
not landlords, and a subway sys-
tem that actually works. We’ve 
had a Republican state Senate 
for far too long — and working 
families suffer the brunt of the 
GOP’s backward priorities. I’m 
proud to join with the Work-
ing Families Party as we make 
clear we will not stop until the 
state Senate turns blue.”

President Stuart Applebaum 
of the Retail, Wholesale and 
Department Store Union an-
nounced the union’s endorse-
ment of Peralta in his bid for 
another term, saying “he has 
championed key legislation 
that impacts not just RWDSU 
members, but all workers in 
New York state.” He then criti-
cized Ramos, and other candi-
dates who are challenging IDC 

members in the primaries. Ap-
plebaum supports Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s plan to reunite Senate 
Democrats and part of the pro-
posal provides that members 
of both conferences would not 
challenge incumbent state sena-
tors.

“Several good people are 
nonetheless running prima-
ries,” he said. “However, we be-
lieve it is a sign of bad faith for 
them to be challenging the in-
cumbents at this point. Instead, 
they should be supporting the 
unity plan, as we do.”

When she was weighing her 
challenge against Peralta in 
December, Ramos — the former 

City Hall adviser and district 
leader — addressed that issue.

“The problem with the IDC 
is even if they come back, you 
don’t know if they’ll stay — 
we’ve seen this play out before 
in 2014,” she said.

Peralta was thrilled to re-
ceive the RWSDU endorsement, 
calling the union the backbone 
of our economy.  

“My progressive ideals will 
always go hand-in-hand with 
working families and my legis-
lative record speaks for itself, 
from pushing to pass the Paid 
Family Leave program to in-
creasing the minimum wage 
to $15 an hour,” Peralta said. 

Continued from Page 1 
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Democratic District Leader Ari Espinal announces she will run in the 
April 24 special election to replace her longtime boss Francisco Moya in 
the Assembly. 



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 23–MARCH 1, 2018 51  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Sports

The Mets’ strong offseason 
continued with the addition 
of veteran southpaw Jason 
Vargas.

The club announced the 
signing of Vargas, 35, to a two-
year, $16 million deal earlier 
this week. The move gives New 
York some much-needed pitch-
ing depth behind their talent-
ed but fragile stock of young 
arms.

Vargas was an All-Star for 
the Kansas City Royals last 
season after pitching to a 12-3 
record and a 2.62 ERA before 
the Mid-Summer Classic, but 
struggled in the second half, 
pitching to a 6.38 ERA after 
the break. Despite the late-sea-
son slump, Vargas remained 
healthy, pitching in 32 games 
for Kansas City, which was tied 
for the most starts by a lefty in 
all of baseball. 

In total, Vargas went 18-11 
with a 4.16 ERA last season. 
While the numbers weren’t 
spectacular, he should be a 
welcomed addition to the Mets’ 
pitching staff, especially after 
the club lost just about every 
starter for a stretch during 
last year’s injury-riddled cam-

paign.  
“We need to get back to the 

point where we have seven or 
eight guys starting all of our 
games and not 11, 12, 13,” gen-
eral manager Sandy Alderson 
said. “If we can do that, we can 
be pretty good, and Jason really 
helps us in that regard.”

Manager Mickey Callaway, 
who spent the past four seasons 
in the same division as Vargas, 
praised the move to bring in the 
southpaw.

“[Vargas] can pitch,” Cal-
laway said. “He is a guy who 
goes out there and does his job, 
a tremendous teammate and he 
gave us fits when we were fac-
ing him in Cleveland.”

Callaway also said Vargas 
will help create quality depth 
for the club this season.

“I don’t think you can have 
too much pitching,” Callaway 
said. “In our case that would be 
wonderful. It can only help to 
have good, quality arms.”

Vargas also brings experi-
ence and postseason pedigree 
to Queens. He started three 
games for the Royals in the 2014 
season: one in the ALDS, one in 

Jason Vargas joins the Mets after an All-Star campaign last season. 
AP Photo

BY ROBERT COLE

Cardozo basketball coach 
Ron Naclerio knew that be-
fore he could begin to think 
about winning his fourth NYC 
PSAL Basketball Champion-
ship, his team would have to 
accomplish their goal of cap-
turing the 2018 PSAL Queens 
Borough Championship.

Naclerio and the Judges 
did just that, outplaying 
Construction to earn a hard-
fought 64-55 victory over the 
Wildcats last weekend at 
Queens College. 

“It was a great team ef-
fort. It’s great to be ‘King 
of Queens’ again,” Naclerio 
said after the victory.

The win gives the Judges 
their second PSAL Queens 
Division title in three years. 
This victory marked a mea-
sure of revenge for Cardozo 
over Construction for their 
loss to the Wildcats in 2015 
borough final. But the win 
wasn’t straightforward.

“Today, I knew we were 
going to have problems, on 

this court,” Naclerio said. “... 
it was going to be tough for 
us to chase after them.”

The Judges played with-
out one of their top players 
in  Dejavaughn Utley, who 
was serving the final game 

of a four-game suspension as 
a result of an altercation ear-
lier this month. That didn’t 
stop the Judges from accom-
plishing their goal.

Cardozo got off to a fast 

Ron Naclerio and the Judges celebrate their Queens Borough Championship victory after defeating 
Construction 64-55 last weekend. Photos by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52

Vargas offers Mets 
much-needed depth

Borough champions
Cardozo clinches title with 64-55 win over Construction

Construction's Maurice Normil makes an acrobatic move at the basket in 
an attempt to avoid contact with Cardozo's Pete Pavlidis. 

Zach 
Gewelb
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the ALCS and one in the World 
Series. He allowed six runs in 
15.1 innings pitched — good for a 
3.52 ERA — and earned a win in 
the ALCS against Baltimore.  

Vargas’ addition also puts 
to rest the theory that the Mets 
refuse to spend on their team. 

Along with Vargas, the club also 
signed free agents Adrian Gonza-
lez, Jay Bruce, Todd Frazier, An-
thony Swarzak and Jose Reyes 
for a combined $88.5 million.

Alderson said at the begin-
ning of the offseason that the 
team may look to reduce payroll. 
While none of the incoming free 
agents break the bank alone, the 
combined haul shows the team is 
willing to spend to get back into 

the postseason.
Still, the Mets’ fate is ultimat-

ley tied to their starting pitch-
ers. Last year, the staff failed to 
stay healthy and the team didn’t 
have enough depth to overcome 
all the injuries. This year, with 
clean bills of health and the ad-
dition of Vargas, the Mets be-
lieve their staff is up to the task 
of leading the team back into the 
postseason. 

start, with a 15-5 run to take 
an early 10-point lead, pow-
ered seven points from Pete 
Pavlidis and five from and 
Marcus Hammond. But the 
Wildcats clawed their way 
back into the game with a 7-2 
run to cut the deficit in half 
and finish the first quarter 
trailing 17-12.  

Construction continued 
their run early in the second 
quarter, rattling off nine un-
answered points behind the 
shooting of Jasiah Wright, 
who scored half of his team’s 
points during the 16-2 run, 
as the Wildcats gained their 
first lead of the game at 21-17. 
The teams battled back and 
forth for the remainder of 
the quarter, with the Judges 
reclaiming the lead on a bas-
ket by Hammond which gave 
‘Dozo a 28-27 advantage head-
ing into the break. 

Construction came out 
hot to start the second half, 
going on a 10-2 run — capped 
off by a three-point basket 
by Ezra Burnett — to take 
a seven-point lead. But Car-
dozo refused to allow the 
Wildcats to gain control of 
the game, coming back with 
their own 12-4 run to end the 
third quarter with a narrow 
42-41 lead. Construction had 
a chance to reclaim the lead 
before the end of the third, 
but Kareem Phillips’ last-
second three-pointer rolled 
out of the basket, allowing 
the Judges to keep enter the 
decisive final quarter with 
the advantage.

Wright kept the Wildcats 
in the game early in the 
fourth, scoring five straight 
points, but Cardozo’s Jaylen 
Davis countered with 10 of 
his own during the same time 
frame, giving the Judges a 
53-46 lead that they would 
not surrender. 

“I was having a rough 
game,” Davis said. “My 
coaches told me to just shoot 
when you get the ball, so I 
just shot it. I kept playing, I 

made shots, and I felt good. I 
kept playing and we got the 
win, that’s all that matters,” 
Davis added.

Behind Davis’ spectacu-
lar fourth quarter, Cardozo 
outscored the Wildcats 22-14 
to secure a 64-55 win.   

Now, with 12 days off be-
tween games, the Judges will 
use the time to prepare for 
their next challenge. 

“We’ve been through so 
much, we’ve had to build 
chemistry and though we are 
still growing, I think we are 
so much better now,” Davis 
said. “And when  Dejavaughn 
Utley comes back, we are 
most definitely ready to make 
a run at the city title.” 

Reaching the final game 
of the borough championship 
allowed Utley to complete 
his suspension, making him 

eligible to return to his role 
as one of the team’s leaders 
just in time for the city-wide 
playoffs.

“I know when we get Ut-
ley — who’s definitely a top-
5 PSAL player — back, it 
will change so much for our 

team,” Naclerio said.
With the victory over 

Construction, Cardozo 
earned the No. 3 seed and a 
first-round bye in the PSAL 
City-Wide Class AA Basket-
ball Championship, which 
is slated to begin Tuesday. 
The Judges are scheduled to 
play their first game of the 
playoffs in the second round 
on March 1. As the third-
ranked team, the Judges 
find themselves on a colli-
sion course with No. 2 Jef-
ferson for a showdown that 
will bring out high school 
basketball fans throughout 
the city.

The loss drops High 
School for Construction 
down to the No. 8 seed, 
where they are scheduled to 
take on No. 25 Martin Van 
Buren on Tuesday.

Continued from Page 51 

Cardozo

Marcus Hammond (5) uses a screen from Pete Pavlidis (24) to create 
some space. 

Continued from Page 51 

Mets

Construction's Jasiah Wright splits the Cardozo defense. Photos by Robert Cole
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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ALL MONTH LONG

$0
DOWN*

P R E S I D E N T I A L
SAVINGS EVENT

WestburyToyota.com

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee resp. 
for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’18 Corolla $7,284.60/$10,456; ’18 Camry $9,279.72/$14,599; ’18 RAV4 
$8,719.56/$15,640; ’18 Highlander $11,328.48/$23,386. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = $0 Down pymt 
OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec dep (waived by TFS). ’18 Corolla: $1250, ’18 Camry: $750, ’18 RAV4: $1750 Lease Bonus 
Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. *On Approved Credit. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip errors. Must take 
retail delivery by 2/28/18. Offers expire 2/28/18.

     We at Westbury Toyota understand 
that loyalty is earned, so we created 

just for you. Every time you service with 
us or direct a friend, family member or 
coworker to us who buys a car, you are 
rewarded with down payment points 
toward your next vehicle purchase 
at Westbury Toyota, local merchant
savings and much more!

“The Best Way”
Rewards Program

New 2018 Toyota
Corolla LE

Stk#N80176, Mod#1852,  4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ winds/ lcks. 

MSRP $20,108.  $202.35 Due at Signing.

$20235
36 Mos Lease(1)

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity*

New 2018 Toyota
Camry SE

Stk#N81582, Mod#2546,  4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. 

MSRP $26,543.  $257.77 Due at Signing.

$25777
36 Mos Lease(1)

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity*

New 2018 Toyota
RAV4 LE AWD

Stk#N81499, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $27,528.  

$242.21 Due at Signing.

$24221
36 Mos Lease(1)

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity*

New 2018 Toyota
Highlander LE AWD

Stk#N81065, Mod#6948, 6cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $35,978.  

$314.68 Due at Signing.

$31468
36 Mos Lease(1)

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity*
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


