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A vandal who targeted 

the American Martyrs Par-
ish in Oakland Gardens was 
slapped with hate crime 
charges after he was appre-
hended by police.

Religious statues in 
front of the house of wor-
ship — located at 79-43 Bell 
Blvd. — were shattered and 
destroyed, two of which had 
a combined value of $2,000, 
according to police.

The suspect, Lee Sung, 
26, of Bellerose, was ar-
rested shortly following 

the Feb. 23 incident and 
charged with fourth-degree 
criminal mischief for alleg-
edly breaking the Blessed 
Mother, valued at $1,500, 
and the Sacred Heart, at 
around $500, statues, ac-
cording to NYPD. 

Other charges facing 
Sung are criminal con-
tempt, aggravated harass-
ment and an additional 
count of aggravated harass-
ment in the second degree, 
cops said.

The aggravated harass-
ment and criminal mischief 
both carry hate crime sta-

tus, according to a police 
spokeswoman.

Father Frank Schwarz 
of American Martyrs ex-
pressed confusion as to why 
Sung would target the par-
ish, which falls under the 
purview of the Diocese of 
Brooklyn.

“I just sincerely hope he 
tries to get the help he needs, 
I don’t know why he would 
do this, hope that he really 
gets the help he needs and 
realizes that God still loves 
him,” Schwarz said. “I just 
would like to know what he 

Continued on Page 62

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Brinckerhoff Cemetery is 
one step closer to being refur-
bished. 

Last week the Department 
of City Planning formally 
certified the Parks Depart-
ment’s application to acquire 
Brinckerhoff Cemetery, a 
critical step required for the 
city to officially purchase and 
renovate the historic burial 
ground. The project will now 
enter the Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure, where it 
will be reviewed by the com-
munity board and Borough 
President Melinda Katz, then 
formally approved by the City 
Council. 

The colonial burial ground, 
located at 182nd Street and 
73rd Avenue in Fresh Mead-
ows, has 77 graves, with the 
last person buried there in 
1872. The last owner origi-
nally paid $105,000 in 2010 and 
planned on building two hous-

es on the property, but after it 
was landmarked in 2012, she 
was not able to. The cemetery 
has been an eyesore for Fresh 
Meadows residents. The un-
kempt grounds have contrib-
uted to quality-of-life concerns 
while neighbors have com-
plained about the damaged 
sidewalks, overgrown foliage 
and garbage dumping. 

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) and Bor-
ough President Katz allocated 
$450,000 in the fall 2016 budget 
specifically for the city to pur-
chase Brinckerhoff Cemetery 
and make essential repairs to 
the neglected property. 

Lancman said that refur-
bishing Brinckerhoff Cem-
etery is one of his top priori-
ties. 

“The cemetery has been a 
source of much frustration for 
community members, under-
standably outraged by its poor 
conditions, and this project 

Continued on Page 62
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Dominick Bruccoleri, the owner of Papazzio on Bell Boulevard and a longtime civic leader, guides 
a curious diner through the dishes he offered at the Evening of Fine Food fund-raiser for Queens 
Center for Progress at Terrace on the Park.   Photo by Michael Shain

Bayside parish struck

City’s plan to buy Brinckerhoff 
moves closer to realization

The city will move forward with plans to purchase Brinckerhoff 
Cemetery. Photo Courtesy Rory Lancman 

Statues vandalized, police charge suspect with hate crimes



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 2–8, 20182    TIMESLEDGER.COMFT

FLUSHING TIMES (USPS#03925) is published weekly by News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc., 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY.11361, (718) 229-0300. The entire contents of this publication are copyright 2018. All rights 
reserved. The newspaper will not be liable for errors appearing in any advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. Periodicals postage paid at Flushing, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the 
FLUSHING TIMES C/O News Community Newspaper Holdings  Inc. 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, N.Y. 11361

Police Blotter................................................10
Editorials and Letters................................12
New Voices.....................................................14
Political Action.............................................14
The Civic Scene............................................15
Focus on Queens.........................................28

Prom Guide.............................................33-40
Boro Beat......................................................46
QGuide .....................................................51-60
Sports......................................................63-65
Classifieds..............................................66-70

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Advertising: (718) 224-5821 —   Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 Editorial (718) 224-2934
 E-MAIL:   Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2018 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY MARK HALLUM

Civic leader Walter Mug-
dan received the state’s high-
est honor last Friday for his 
work preserving wetlands in 
northeast Queens.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) presented the State 
Liberty Medal to the Udalls 
Cove Preservation Commit-
tee president for restoring 
and expanding the protected 
wetlands since he took up the 
position in 2002.

Mugdan said Avella’s sup-
port for his organization goes 
back to his time in City Coun-
cil prior to 2011, when he was 
elected to the state Senate.

“We’ve had occasion to 
work with Senator Avella, 
and back before that when 
he was Councilman Avella,” 
Mugdan said. “I’ve spent my 
whole life – my whole ca-
reer – working in the envi-

ronmental field... This is an 
avocation and I really love 
the work I do with the Udalls 
Cove Preservation Commit-
tee.”

The mostly Parks Depart-
ment-owned land in north-
east Queens, which is pieced 
together from donations and 
purchases, has operated 
since the 1970s, going from 
shipyard to wildlife haven 
with the help of volunteers 
and advocates. Industrial 
waste and invasive species 
of vines and other plant life 
are constantly being cleared 
from the waters in the area 
to support a healthy, mostly-
indigenous ecosystem.

“There’s about four or 
five parcels that total around 
three acres that still have 
to be acquired, and then a 
parcel that’s not within the 
designated boundary of the 
park – the park designation 

was made decades ago – but 
there is an opportunity that 
has presented itself that the 
community and a number of 
other organizations, includ-
ing my own, are interested 
in,” Mugdan said.

Mugdan began his career 
with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in 1975 
and serves as acting deputy 
regional administrator apart 
from his regular position as 
director of Region 2’s hazard-
ous waste cleanup and emer-
gency response programs.

Some of his work with the 
EPA has put him in charge of 
cleanup at toxic sites rang-
ing from the Gowanus Canal, 
Newtown Creek, the Passaic 
River and the Hudson River.

“Two years ago, I was able 
after a number of years of 
complaining to the state to 
have some of the environmen-

Sen. Tony Avella acknowledged civic leader Walter Mugdan with the state Liberty Medal. 
Photo by Mark Hallum

Civic leader honored Avella talks business
at Bayside town hallMugdan receives prize for work preserving wetlands 

Continued on Page 62

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) held a town hall 
with the Bayside Business 
Association to discuss ways 
of improving commerce 
with the help of the state 
government.

The event space in the 
country club at Clearview 
Golf Course was filled by 
about 30 prominent mem-
bers of the community, who 
discussed issues such as the 
lack of funds for organiza-
tions like the BBA in the 
state budget and funding ini-
tiatives for the community.

“Probably the hardest 
part of the job is weighing 
all the budget requests and 
priorities,” Avella said. “I 
don’t think I’ve ever come 
across a group that wasn’t 
worthy of funding. The prob-
lem is there’s only so much 
money.”

According to Avella, 
some of the progress in the 
FY 2019 state budget, which 
has yet to pass both houses, 
includes an expansion to the 
Excelsior Jobs Program. It 
offers a 6 percent tax credit 
to qualifying businesses 
that add new jobs and other 
investments. Up to $150 mil-
lion was included in the pro-

posed budget for the Region-
al Economic Development 
Councils and funds were 
also included for the Youth 
Jobs Program, which offers 
a tax credit to businesses 
that hire people between 16 
and 24.

Avella said he is working 
to have anti-graffiti funds 
included in the budget to pay 
painters to go through neigh-
borhoods and mask vandal-
ism marks free of charge to 
business owners.

City Council members 
receive a set amount of dis-
cretionary funds to be al-
located to groups in their 
communities. As a state 
senator, Avella does not have 
a similar program for discre-
tionary spending, he said.   If 
he did, he claimed would use 
his office to fund programs 
for the BBA.

Judith Limpert, who has 
been the BBA president for 
over 20 years, said the orga-
nization would like to find 
funding for a “Welcome to 
Bayside” sign and dedicate 
trees to deceased members 
of the community.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Bayside Business Association President Judith Limpert listens intently 
at a town hall with state Sen. Tony Avella. Photo by Mark Hallum
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

TimesLedger Newspapers welcomes new editor
Community News Group 

has named Zachary Gewelb, 
the deputy editor of the 
TimesLedger Newspapers, to 
the editor’s position.  He will 
replace Roz Liston, who is re-
tiring and will remain at the 
paper as a part-time editor dur-
ing the transition.

Gewelb joined the paper 
in December 2016 to manage 
the newsroom and run the 
TimesLedger’s website. He also 
served as sports editor and en-
tertainment editor while over-
seeing the paper’s layout and 
design operations.

“I am thrilled for the oppor-
tunity to serve as the editor for 
the TimesLedger Newspapers,” 
Gewelb said. “I look forward to 
maintaining the paper’s high 
standard of excellence and con-
tributing to the local news cov-
erage of the World’s Borough.”

A graduate of SUNY Os-
wego, Gewelb worked at North 
Jersey Media Group as a sports 
editor before moving to Queens 
and joining the TimesLedger 
staff.

“Zach has brought an im-
mense amount of talent to the 
paper,” Liston said.  “He is high-
ly organized, a natural leader 

and has a strong sense of what 
makes a good newspaper.”

Liston, who has been at the 
paper for more than 20 years, 
has trained two generations of 
numerous reporters who are 
now spread out across the in-
dustry in New York City and 

around the nation. Under her 
leadership the TimesLedger 
Newspapers have won more 
than 200 editorial awards at the 
state and national levels.

“I’ve worked with Roz for 
10 years. She has been a con-
summate professional and 

is someone whom I have the 
utmost respect for,” CEO Les 
Goodstein said. “She helped 
build TimesLedger into a lead-
ing news source, not just in 
Queens, but in all of New York 
City,” CEO Les Goodstein said.

The Bayside Times, the 

TimesLedger edition and the 
Flushing Times are a trusted 
source of news and opinion 
in Queens and will continue 
to provide in-depth coverage 
throughout the borough.

“We are thrilled with the 
work Zach has done and believe 
he is the right person to lead 
the TimesLedger Newspapers 
into the future,” President Jen-
nifer Goodstein said.

Reporter Bill Parry will 
serve as the paper’s news editor 
after nearly five years with the 
TimesLedger. 

A graduate of St. John’s 
University, Parry spent nearly 
nearly a quarter century cover-
ing sports as a television pro-
ducer at Fox 5 and before that 
News 12 Long Island. He joined 
TimesLedger as a reporter in 
2013, covering western Queens 
neighborhoods including Long 
Island City, Astoria, Jackson 
Heights, Corona, Elmhurst, 
East Elmhurst, Woodside and 
Sunnyside, where he has lived 
for nearly 30 years.

“Bill’s skill and experience 
working in Queens are second 
to none and I am thrilled to 
have him on board as the news 
editor,” Gewelb said.

Community News Group has named Zachary Gewelb as its new editor, replacing Roz Liston, who is retiring.
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BY MARK HALLUM

The Riders Alliance is in-
troducing a unique method to 
call upon the MTA to imple-
ment all-door boarding on 
buses to reduce confusion and 
wait times.

Members of the transit ad-
vocacy group stood in front 
of the state agency’s head-
quarters and delivered a skit 
illustrating the experience of 
boarding buses which only 
board up front.

The Feb. 22 rally followed 
freshly appointed New York 
City Transit head Andy By-
ford announcing a compre-
hensive plan was in the pipe-
line for April to improve bus 
service across the city.

“We know all-door board-
ing can speed up bus trips by 
cutting down on the amount 
of time buses spend at stops 
— sometimes by as much as 

50 percent. All-door boarding 
should be one of the corner-
stones of the bus action plan 
the MTA is putting together,” 
Executive Director of Tri-
State Transportation Cam-
paign Nick Sifuentes said.

Video from the Riders Al-
liance showed demonstrators 
miming the body language of 
straphangers forced to enter 
a bus through a single door 
with crossed arms and rolling 
eyes.

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced in October that Se-
lect Bus Service, a program 
run by the city DOT and New 
York City Transit, would ex-
pand by 21 lines across the city, 
with nine of them coming to 
Queens. SBS has proven to be a 
popular option for the speed of 
service, attributed to less time 
spent at stops and buses that 
board through two doors.

All-door boarding pushed 
for MTA’s crowded buses

City job growth outruns 
state in all boros: DiNapoli

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new report from state 
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli 
shows that job growth in New 
York City has outpaced New 
York state and the rest of the 
country since the end of the 
2008 recession.  

According to the report, 
the city added a total of 702,200 
jobs between 2009 and 2017, an 
18.9 percent increase. In com-
parison, New York state had 
job gains of 11.5 percent over 
the same eight-year period.

The rate of job growth in 
New York City is especially im-
pressive considering nearly 5 
percent of the jobs added in the 
nation since 2009 have been in 
the five boroughs, even though 
the city accounts for just 3 per-
cent of the nation’s jobs. 

The high numbers are com-
ing from jobs outside of Man-

hattan. The study found the 
four boroughs outside of Man-
hattan contributed to 47 per-
cent of the job gains. Brooklyn 
had the fastest rate of private 
sector job growth since 2009 
with 38 percent, followed by 

Queens with 24 percent, then 
Manhattan with 20 percent, 
Bronx with 15 percent and 
Staten Island with 14 percent. 

The study revealed that 
the job growth was driven by 
health care, business services 
and tourism-related busi-
nesses. Health care is the only 
sector in the city that has expe-
rienced gains every year since 
1990, adding 21,400 jobs in 2017 
and bringing total employment 
to 519,000, 28 percent more 
than in 2009. The business 
services sector was the larg-
est source of new jobs during 
the expansion, adding 174,400 
jobs from 2009 to 2017 and the 
leisure and hospitality sector 
accounted for one-fifth of the 
gains between 2009 and 2017 
with 139,400 jobs. More than 
three-quarters of the gains 
were in bars and restaurants.

BY BILL PARRY

In the wake of several pro-
tests in response the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
shooting in Parkland, Fla., New 
York State Republicans Wednes-
day rejected four proposals 
aimed at improving gun safety.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) blasted his col-
leagues for blocking his Effec-
tive Background Checks Act, 
which would extend the time 
after which a firearm can be 
obtained without a background 
check from the current three 
days to 10.

“More responsible gun laws 
will make our communities 
safer, keep firearms away from 
dangerous people and ensure 
preventable tragedies do not 
happen,” Gianaris said. “I am 
appalled Senate Republicans 
voted down the common sense 
measures we proposed today, 
including my Enhanced Back-
ground Checks Act. Senate Re-
publicans’ twisted values put 
the NRA first and schoolchil-
dren last. Senate Democrats 
will not stop fighting for a safer 
future for New York families.”

The other proposals would 
enable courts to remove fire-
arms from people judged to be a 
danger to themselves or others, 
ban bump stocks, and establish 
a firearm violence research in-

stitute to effectively study gun 
crime as a public health issue.

Meanwhile, the de Blasio 
administration is working on 
a date and a location for a town 
hall event for high school stu-

dents from all five boroughs to 
discuss gun violence and mo-
bilize against it. Survivors of 
the mass shooting have led a 
nationwide campaign protest-
ing federal lawmakers’ failure 

to act on the issue of gun con-
trol after 19-year-old Nikolas 
Cruz allegedly shot and killed 
17 people at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School more than 
two weeks ago.

“I’m going to have a town hall 
meeting as early as next week 
where I invite New York City 
high school students to come 
in and talk about what they’re 
feeling about this moment in 
history, what they want to do 
about it, the leadership they’re 
going to provide to make sure 
we’re all safe going forward,” de 
Blasio said during his weekly 
appearance on NY1. 

“And this is something I 
think we have to do all over the 
country now. There’s a call for 
nationwide action next month. 
I can’t remember anything like 
that —  certainly you’d have to 
go back to the ‘60s or the ‘70s 
to remember anything where 
high school students all over 
the country were talking about 
a coordinated effort on an issue. 
This is powerful and exciting 
and I think we have to support 
it.”

Last week, the mayor un-

Mayor Bill de Blasio plans to discuss gun violenece at a town hall meeting for the city’s high school students 
next week. Courtesy of Mayor’s offfice/Ed Reed

A new Study from the State 
Comptroller said that job growth 
in the city has been driven by the 
health care industry.  

Senate GOP blocks Gianaris gun bill
Mayor will hold town hall meeting with high school students to discuss ‘moment in history’

Continued on Page 61Continued on Page 61

Continued on Page 61
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BY MARK HALLUM

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) announced progress 
had been made toward hav-
ing the latest bomb protection 
technology installed in transit 
hubs to prevent attacks such as 
the December 2017 bombing of 
a tunnel between 42nd Street - 
Times Square and the Port Au-
thority Bus Terminal.

Immediately following the 
December attack, Schumer 
called for the fast-tracking of 
technology in development 
by the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration known as 
Stand Off Explosive Detection, 
which helps identify individu-
als with explosives by screen-
ing the natural emissions 
emanating from a person’s 
body. The technology has been 
in development since 2004 and 
was to begin testing in Penn 
Station this week.

“At long last and at not a 
moment too soon, the TSA 
has agreed to bring this new, 
potentially life-saving technol-
ogy to New York City and Penn 
Station for testing, and so we 
thank the TSA for heeding the 
call,” Schumer said. “When 
I made the push to bring this 
technology to New York City, 
it was because we need to put 
it on the fast-track and we 
need to perfect it, because if it 
works, this is where we want 
it: in New York City’s busiest 
transit hubs.”

The Dec. 11 attack hap-
pened during the morning 
rush and injured four commut-
ers, including the bomber, as 
they passed through a tunnel 
linking 42nd Street - Times 
Square station with the Port 
Authority. Akayed Ullah, 27, 
from Bangledesh, identified 
as the man responsible, had 

Bomb detection tests 
planned at Penn Station

ACS, Peralta ask Cuomo 
for reversal on budget funds

BY MARK HALLUM

Administration for 
Children’s Services 
Commissioner David 
Hansell issued a letter 
to Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and members of the state 
Legislature to illustrate the 
impact of the state’s fiscal 
year 2019 budget, which 
would put a cap on funds for 
city social work.

The city agency said had 
it expected $449 million from 
the state to fund its existing 
programs, but only $320 mil-
lion was laid out in the reim-
bursement cap in the budget 
with some claiming it would 
affect services such as Close 
to Home, which houses chil-
dren in the city as opposed to 
moving them to other living 
arrangements in New York.

“I believe we all share a 

commitment to safeguard-
ing children and supporting 
families, and for that reason 
we find this proposal star-
tling, especially given the 
lack of any articulated basis 
for it – other than shifting to 
the city obligations that have 

historically been the state’s,” 
Hansell said. “The last time 
the state made such drastic 
cuts to New York City’s child 
welfare system, the results 
were disastrous.”

Hansell referred to the 
Family and Children’s Ser-
vices Block Grant passed by 
the state in the 1990s, claim-
ing it imposed an “arbitrary 
limit” on state support for 
child welfare at the city level 
and resulted in a 57 percent 
spike in foster care admis-
sions.

Case loads also increased 
to 24 percent, a number Han-
sell said is double what it is 
today.

By the early 2000s, the 
state got rid of the block 
grant and replaced it with 
the current shared invest-
ment model, which takes 50 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Multiple people, including 
eight Queens residents, were 
indicted last Wednesday  for 
their alleged participation in 
a huge towing scheme that 
stretched throughout the en-
tire city, Manhattan District 
Attorney Cyrus Vance, Jr. 
said. 

Vance announced the in-
dictment of 17 individuals 
and 10 companies, charged 
for their part in an unlawful 
monopoly over the New York 
City towing industry through 
an elaborate series of schemes 
involving shell companies, in-
surance fraud, bid rigging and 
other crimes. 

According to Vance, 44-
year-old Hempstead resident 
Daniel Steininger managed 
“Steininger Enterprise,” 
which was made up of several 
individuals and corporations 
that worked together to re-
strict competition for the tow-
ing industry in the city. 

“If you were involved in a 
collision between June 2015 
and December 2017 and re-
ceived assistance from a tow 

company, chances are you 
were an unwitting customer of 
an illegal enterprise that domi-
nated New York City’s towing 
industry until our takedown 
today,” Vance said. “In order 

to ensure fair competition and 
encourage entrepreneurs to 
set up shop here in the city, we 
cannot allow this type of sys-
temic fraud and abuse to per-
sist within any industry.”

Prosecutors contend Stein-
inger’s operation restricted 
competition in the towing in-
dustry, fraudulently bought out 
competitors and their licenses 
and committed insurance 

fraud by inflating claims for 
work done at the participating 
auto body repair shops. Vance 
said Steininger and conspira-
tors violated citywide towing 
industry regulations, includ-
ing geographic service zones 
for operators and rotational 
accident response programs to 
ensure fair competition.

Steininger is accused of 
working with Staten Island 
resident Norman Teitler, 74, 
who helped him purchase 
towing companies, including 
Queens Village-based South-
side Collision, as well as Tow-
ing Inc. and Authorized Auto 
Body Inc. in Long Island City. 
Queens resident Duante Huff, 
40, helped Steininger’s shell 
companies pass inspections 
even though many of these lo-
cations lacked staffing, busi-
ness records, or any of the 
other statutory requirements 
for storing vehicles, the Man-
hattan DA said.

Tow truck drivers who 
were part of the Steininger En-
terprise also engaged in “chas-
ing” by monitoring police ra-
dio transmissions, identifying 

Eight Queens men were among those indicted for a city-wide towing scheme.  
Photo by CEphoto, Uwe Aranas

Multiple indictments in towing scheme 
Three Queens brothers among those charged by Manhattan DA in corruption case

Continued on Page 61Continued on Page 61
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The agency speaks out after $129 
million in cuts to ACS were made in 
the state budget proposal. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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The board-certified phy-
sicians of Palmadessa and 
Brodsky Gastroenterology are 
committed to helping patients 
take charge of their GI health 
in a state-of-the-art facility in 
Queens. Offering complete en-
doscopy and colonoscopy ex-
aminations, they treat condi-
tions that can impact quality 
of life or endanger long-term 
health such as acid reflux, di-
verticulitis, and ulcerative 
colitis/Crohn’s disease. Resi-
dents of Bayside, Whitestone, 
Flushing and all surrounding 
neighborhoods don’t have to 
travel far to receive care from 
expert gastroenterologists.

For M. Truschinger of Bay-
side, exceptional treatment 
for Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
(IBS) began with a colonos-
copy. “I have been seeing Dr. 
Brodsky for the last year for 
my Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
and he has been extremely 
helpful.” The practice helped 

her to make important diet 
and lifestyle changes, supple-
mented with occasional medi-
cation. She says, “I am now 

100% better and able to per-
form better in my work as well 
as feel better in my leisure ac-
tivities. Dr. Brodsky is very 
knowledgeable and compas-
sionate.”

Karima Rasoully and oth-
ers appreciate the front desk 
staff who make them feel com-
fortable and help with hav-

ing medications authorized 
by insurance companies. “I 
am so glad I came to Dr. Pal-
madessa,” says Ms. Rasoully.  

“He was very thorough and 
compassionate. Prior to my 
procedure, the staff made me 
feel much more relaxed. I am 
completely satisfied with Dr. 
Palmadessa.” 

Whether patients require 
screening for colon cancer 
or treatment for Hepatitis C, 
these are available from car-

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Gastroenterologists Deliver Expert Care 
and Compassion in Queens

ing physicians who also are 
on staff at North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital in Manhasset 
and New York Presbyterian 
Hospital in Queens.  

After living with Hepatitis 
C for 10 years, Michael Kolim-
sky of Maspeth finally wanted 
to receive treatment.  “After 
he took a thorough history 
and performed a comprehen-
sive physical examination, he 
ordered specific laboratory 
tests and a sonogram of my 
liver.  He prescribed a single 
pill for 12 weeks, which cured 
my hepatitis c completely!  He 
is truly an expert in liver dis-
eases,” he says. 

Receiving a diagnosis can 
be overwhelming, but it can 
be a relief for a patient to fi-

nally understand the cause of 
their symptoms.  The time im-
mediately following a diagno-
sis is particularly important. 
“Dr Palmadessa spent a lot of 
time explaining everything in 
great detail. He made me feel 
very comfortable,” says Zita 
Heja.

Affiliated with Queens En-
doscopy ASC, a state-of-the-art 
endoscopy center, Palmadessa 
and Brodsky Gastroenterol-
ogy is known for expert medi-
cal care that is delivered with 
compassion. With access to the 
most advanced treatments and 
screenings, patients in Queens 
and the surrounding area don’t 
have to avoid getting help for 
their GI problems any longer.

Colonoscopy Screening: 
No Butts about it

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. Join the 

movement to save lives through colorectal cancer screen-

ing. Prevention and early detection are key to reducing the 

number of lives claimed each year by this highly prevent-

able disease. During a colonoscopy, the gastroenterologists 

at Palmadessa & Brodsky can find and remove precancerous 

growths known as polyps. 

Everyone should be screened beginning at age 50, or 40 if 

they are at risk or have a family history of colorectal cancer. 

Call us at (718) 461-0163 to schedule a screening.

Call us at (718) 461-0163 

or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd., #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

Fallen NYPD offi cer honored with street renaming
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The 103rd Precinct came 
out in full force Monday for 
the official renaming of 91st 
Avenue to Police Officer Eddie 
Byrne Avenue, on the 30th an-
niversary of the young patrol-
man’s murder. 

In attendance was Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, Public Advocate 
Letitia James, NYPD Com-
missioner James O’Neill and 
the Byrne family, including 
older brother Deputy Commis-
sioner for Legal Matters Larry 
Byrne. 

The dedication ceremony 
was outside the precinct, locat-
ed at 168-02 91st Ave. in Jamaica, 
and kicked off with the march-
ing of the police color guard and 
the “Star-Spangled Banner” 
sung by Officer Makiah Brown. 

Later the guests remarked 
on the officer’s bravery before 
the unveiled the blue sign, 
which had his name on it along 
with the NYPD police shield 
logo. 

Days after his 22nd birth-
day, Byrne was assassinated 
at the intersection of 107th 
Avenue and Inwood Street in 

South Jamaica while in his 
patrol car trying to protect a 
Guyanese-American who had 
reported criminal activity in 
his neighborhood. 

“In 1988, the 103rd was one 
of the busiest precincts in the 
city,” said Byrne’s older broth-
er. “The residents and busi-
ness owners here were terror-
ized by violence and gangs who 
tried to control whole parts of 
the neighborhood.” 

Despite how crime-ridden 
the area surrounding the 103rd 
Precinct was, Byrne chose to 
work in that department after 
finishing his time in the police 
academy in 1987.

Byrne was shot five times 
after notorious drug kingpin 
Howard “Pappy” Mason or-
dered a hit on a police officer 
as a way to send a message to 
the NYPD.

“He did not die in vain,” 
O’Neill said. “That was the be-
ginning. That was a wake up 
call for the whole city.”

Mason’s actions instead re-
sulted in the nation rallying 
against the crime wave of the 
1970s and ‘80s and the forma-
tion of the Tactical Narcotics 

Task Force a month later. 
He is also serving life in 

prison at a maximum security 
prison in Florence, Colorado. 

“I want everyone to remem-

ber that in that painful time, 
and it was such a difficult (time) 
in the city’s history, Eddie was 
there to protect someone who 
was doing what we would want 

them to do, who came forward 
to testify against a criminal 
gang,” de Blasio said.

As of 2017, crime in Queens 
and throughout the city has 
been at the lowest point since 
the 1950s, the mayor told a 
press conference in November. 

“Because of the tens of thou-
sands that came after him, this 
is one of the safest neighbor-
hoods in the city,” said Larry 
Byrne.  “This is a great com-
munity of hardworking people 
who support Eddie and their 
police officers.”

James remembered Byrne’s 
death because her mother lived 
two blocks from the killing on 
Inwood Street and was one of 
the many community mem-
bers who went to the site of the 
assassination and prayed for 
his family.

“Now that she and Eddie 
have transitioned,” James 
said, “they are praying that 
each and every officer returns 
home safely.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Fallen hero Police Officer Edward Byrne was honored at a dedication 
ceremony with an avenue renamed after him on the 30th anniversary 
of his death. 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTHBLACK HISTORY MONTH

Rising up and changing the world

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) honors the work of community leaders at the 8th Annual Black History Month 
Celebration at the Jacob Riis Neighborhood Settlement in Queensbridge.  Courtesy of Council member Van Brammer

Dr. George Jenkins, one of the Three Doctors — three medical school friends who formed a 
partnership to promote success in minority communities — speaks at Councilman Daneek 
Miller’s BHM event at the New Jerusalem Baptist Church in Jamaica.  Twitter

Borough President Melinda Katz presents the Borough 
President’s Awards to Dwight Johnson, a former Transit 
Authority technician and president of the Federated Blocks 
of Laurelton civic group, during her Black History Month 
celebration. Photo by Nat Valentine

Singer Lena Horn, the 41st stamp issued in the Postal Service’s Black Heritage series, 
is unveiled by Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman (in red) at a ceremony in St. Albans. For 
many years, Horn lived in Addisleigh Park.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Queens DA Richard Brown congratulates Edna Wells Handy,  act-
ing chief compliance officer of the city Housing Authority, after 
she was named recipient of this year’s William Tucker Garvin 
Public Service Award. Garvin was the first African-American 
prosecutor in Queens.  Courtesy of DA Brown

Deputy Chief Juanita Holmes (second from l.), the first African-American woman to run an NYPD borough command, is honored at the 
Greater Allen AME Church in Jamaica with her sister, Janice Holmes (far r.), the commanding officer of the 100 Precinct; her son, Will, 
an officer in Queens South; and Police Commissioner James O'Neill in attendence.  Photo by Bruce Adler
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Nationally Recognized in 2014, as the Recipient of the Seniors Real Estate Specialist SRES, Outstanding Service Award, by the National Association of Realtors.

Jeffrey “Jeff” Stone
Real Estate Salesperson
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
600 Plandome Road, Manhasset, NY 11030
282 Main Street, Port Washington, NY 11050

Cell: 917.741.8294
Jeffrey.Stone@CBmoves.com
www.JeffStone.us

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Real Estate agents affi liated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All 
Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRI LLC. Coldwell Banker and the 
Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.          254438LI_1/18

Thinking of Downsizing 
and Relocating?
Contact me for a confi dential consultation 
to discuss your real estate options
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CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS IN L.I.C.

PLAXALL.COM

PROUD SUPPORTER OF OUR

LOCAL INSTITUTIONS:

C4Q

HOUR CHILDREN

HUNTERS POINT PARKS CONSERVANCY

JACOB A. RIIS NEIGHBORHOOD SETTLEMENT

LIC-A

LIC ARTS OPEN

LIC CULTURAL ALLIANCE

MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE

QUEENS COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

QUEENS MUSEUM

URBAN UPBOUND

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU 

DO FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

THE KIRBY, PFOHL, AND QUIGLEY FAMILIES

AND ALL OF US AT PLAXALL

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495 - ask for Dyhema

POLICE 

Blotter

BY BILL PARRY

The NYPD was looking for several 
men who are believed to be involved 
in nearly a dozen burglaries across a 
swath of north-central Queens in the 
past two months.

In the first incident, Jan. 28, po-
lice said an individual forced open a 
rear window to get inside a home near 
24th Avenue and 97th Street in East 
Elmhurst around 5:30 p.m. The suspect 
made off with nearly $5,000 in cash, ac-
cording to police.

Two nights later, unidentified indi-
viduals forced open the front door of a 
home in the vicinity of 52nd Drive and 
74th Street in Maspeth where they re-
moved jewelry belonging to a 27-year-
old woman, police said.

The third incident occurred the 
night of Feb. 2 at a home near 24th Av-
enue and 99th Street where individu-
als forced open a rear window on the 
second floor and removed a 46-year-old 
woman’s jewelry and nearly $1,000 in 
cash, police said.

After a six day lull, the burglars 
went back to work, hitting a home near 
97th Street and Northern Boulevard in 
Corona Feb. 9, but police say they were 
unsuccessful.

The next night, the burglars re-
turned to Corona where they forced 
open a second floor window of a home 
near 101st Street and 32nd Avenue, ac-
cording to authorities. This time they 
came away with a 28-year-old woman’s 
backpack, credit cards and $4,000 in 
cash, then they hit a second home 
nearby stealing a 28-year-old-man’s 
jewelry, a laptop and $8,200 in cash, 

police said.
Then came a string of break-ins in 

Maspeth, beginning with a big score 
Feb. 10.

The individuals gained entry to a 
residence near Borden and Perry av-
enues, police said. A 28-year-old wom-
an discovered her front door had been 
forced open and two suspects had re-
moved jewelry, clothing, her passport 
and nearly $28,000 in cash, according 
to the NYPD.

Two nights later, they broke into 
a home near 69th Street and 52nd Av-
enue through a basement, but came 
away empty handed so the suspects 
moved on to another home belong-
ing to a 59-year-old woman near 52nd 
Avenue and Calamus Avenue, where 
they forced open a second floor win-
dow, police said. The individuals were 
forced to flee empty handed when they 
tripped an audible alarm, according to 
authorities.

The 10th incident in the burglary 
spree occurred later that night at a 
home near 67th Street and 50th Avenue 
in Woodside, where two suspects forced 
open a rear window and removed a 
62-year-old man’s jewelry and $300 in 
cash, according to the NYPD.

The men were each wearing dark 
colored clothing with masks over their 
faces and each had backpacks, police 
said.

Anyone with information in asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Police suspect this man is involved in a string of burglaries at homes in Maspeth, East 
Elmhurst, Corona and Woodside during the last two months. NYPD

Cops seek suspects in borough burglary spree
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City to house homeless at LIC’s Fairfi eld Inn
BY BILL PARRY

The city will begin shelter-
ing adult homeless families at 
the Fairfield Inn by Marriott in 
the Blissville section of Long Is-
land City later this month.

The Department of Homeless 
Services notified Community 
Board 2 and elected officials on 
Feb. 13 that priority would be 
given to families with roots in 
the district.

“This high-quality facility 
will be the first of its kind in this 
community district, offering 
154 adult families from Queens 
the opportunity to be sheltered 
in their home borough, closer 
to their support networks and 
communities they called home 
as they get back on their feet,” 
DHS spokesman Isaac McGinn 
said. “Working together with 
neighbors and nonprofit service 
provider Home/Life, we’re con-
fident that these families will 
be warmly welcomed — and 
through collaborative support 
and compassion, we will make 
this the best experience it can 
be for these individuals as they 
get back on their feet.”

Programming at the facil-

ity, located at 52-34 Van Dam St., 
will include case management, 
housing-placement assistance, 
health and mental services, and 
on-site employment counseling. 
Home/Life will provide around-
the-clock security with four 
guards per shift, and 95 securi-
ty cameras have been installed 
throughout the building and 
across the grounds of the shel-
ter, where there will be a 10 p.m. 
curfew for residents, according 
to DHS.

Once local pol applauded the 
city’s most recent effort to pro-
vide a safe space for residents 
without homes, but demanded 
officials look beyond the Bliss-
ville area and Queens itself for 
shelters because he argued both 
are already at capacity.

“It’s important that the city 
provide individuals and families 
who are experiencing homeless-
ness with shelter and resources, 
ensuring opportunities for them 
to find work and permanent, af-
fordable housing,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “However, 
DHS has been reckless in their 
use of commercial hotels as 
temporary shelters throughout 

Queens and especially in this 
district. We already house many 
more homeless individuals than 
come from the district so we are 
doing more than our fair share 
in being a part of the solution to 
this crisis.”

Last summer, DHS began 
using the City View Inn — just 
around the block from the Fair-
field Inn — as a shelter, before 
it claimed space in September 
inside the Best Western hotel at 
38-05 Hunters Point Blvd. and 
the Quality Inn on Queens Bou-
levard in Woodside.

And Van Bramer said the 
trend of transforming commer-
cial inns into hubs for the home-
less must stop.

“There comes a time when 
DHS’ over-reliance on hotels 
must be called out,” Van Bramer 
said. “The Mayor’s Turning the 
Tide plan on getting out of hotels 
as shelters and bringing balance 
to each community board is sim-
ply not working. This proposal 
is yet another commercial hotel 
being repurposed as a shelter. 
The Mayor and the Department 
of Homeless Services are failing 
us here.”The Fairfield Inn by Marriott in Long Island City is about to be converted 

into a temporary shelter for homeless families. Photo by Bill Parry
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Arming teachers is irresponsible
The suggestion by Presi-

dent Trump that some teachers 
could be allowed to carry guns 
is totally ridiculous. 

Teachers already have 
many responsibilities in their 
day-to-day activities with their 
students. They do not need to 
be further burdened with the 
responsibility of carrying a 
weapon and to have to use it 
should a situation arise in their 
school.

Would it not be more pru-
dent to hire retired police of-
ficers and security guards who 
already are legally licensed 
to carry a gun to be at the en-
trances to each school building 

to increase security and protec-
tion for students and staff?

There must be significant 
changes in the gun regulations 
in our country, and the politi-
cians who are beholden to the 
NRA should be ashamed of 
themselves. The NRA has en-
tirely too much power and in-
f luence in Congress and this 
has got to stop.

Nobody is trying to take 
away a person’s right of legally 
and safely owning a weapon. 
What needs to be stopped is 
the sale of all military assault 
weapons in gun shops and at 
gun shows across this country, 
now. There is no logical reason 

for anybody to own an assault 
rif le, unless they are in the 
military or law enforcement, 
period.

Background checks must 
become much more stringent 
than before, and raising the 
legal age at which a person can 
purchase a weapon needs to 
be implemented. Congress, get 
off your butts and start doing 
the job you were elected to do 
by the American people, and 
not be political patsies for the 
NRA.

John Amato
Fresh Medows
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It’s hard to believe in this day and age in Queens 
that two top city officials failed to persuade Christ the 
King High School to allow one of its students to have the 
name “Malcolm X” printed on his senior sweater.

The honor student’s name also happens to be Mal-
colm Xavier Combs, which would seem to strengthen 
his case.

But the Middle Village school, which has educated 
generations of students from the borough, apparently 
has refused to drop its opposition to the use of the con-
troversial civil rights leader’s name or agreed to meet 
with Public Advocate Letitia James and City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer on the issue.

Both public officials rallied in front of the school last 
week to support the 17-year-old senior, who had ordered 
the sweater through the school and was called out of AP 
English class to the assistant principal’s officer.  She 
told him to avoid the name Malcolm X, who had been 
labeled a terrorist by his critics.

The rally took place on the 53rd anniversary of Mal-
colm X’s assassination and Combs vowed to keep his 
memory alive.

Both James and Stringer praised the teen for stand-
ing his ground with little public support from the school. 
His father said he went to the school but was unable to 
schedule an appointment with the assistant principal.

Former state Sen. Serphin Maltese, who is chair-
man of Christ the King, said the order form for sweaters 
only allowed for first and last names, which had been 
misunderstood by the family and the media.

He said the school had agreed to meet with the 
Combs family, but then Rev. Al Sharpton held a rally in 
Harlem with his National Action Network Feb. 10 and 
the story went viral.

There is a lot of room for misunderstanding and 
misinterpretation in an emotionally charged issue in-
volving race like this, but the bottom line is nothing 
seems to have changed since the controversy broke. 
Keep in mind that the debate over Malcolm X, his lega-
cy and the right of a student to choose his own name for 
a school sweater was taking place during Black History 
Month. What better teachable moment.  

James said she came out to Queens prepared to meet 
with the school administration to discuss “an inconclu-
sive curriculum.” As far as we know, this meeting has 
never taken place and several weeks have passed since 
Combs was called into the administration offices.

This is the time to clear the air. Bring in James to 
oversee a meeting between school officials, Combs and 
his parents and student leaders.  Christ the King should 
also hold a school assembly and let the students discuss 
the issue, which will haunt the highly regarded school 
until it is flushed out into the open and fully explored.
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READERS WRITE

Celebrate your local newspapers
Happy 83rd anniver-

sary, Bayside Times/Little 
Neck Ledger and sister 
TimesLedger newspapers! 

Daily newspapers such 
as the New York Times, 
Post, Newsday and Daily 
News concentrate on inter-
national news, Washington, 
Albany, City Hall, business 
and sports stories. They 
have few reporters assigned 
to cover local, neighborhood 
news stories. These report-
ers have to compete against 
colleagues for limited avail-
able print space. As a re-
sult, daily newspapers miss 

significant news, civic, po-
litical and transportation 
stories from Queens com-
munities.

Newspapers and maga-
zines have to deal with 
increasing costs for news-
print, delivery and distri-
bution along with reduced 
advertising revenues and 
declining readership due to 
competition from the inter-
net, cable news and other 
information sources.

Challenges of maintain-
ing the bottom line have 
also resulted in less re-
sources being devoted to 

investigative reporting and 
a greater reliance on wire 
service stories. As a result, 
original newspaper content 
continues to shrink. This 
puts even more pressure 
on the remaining report-
ers assigned to various de-
partments. There is intense 
competition between inter-
national, national, state, 
city, business, sports, enter-
tainment and other sections 
of newspapers. It is becom-
ing more difficult to pro-
vide real, detailed coverage 
of local news.

Weekly newspapers based 

in Queens such as the Bay-
side Times and Little Neck 
Ledger, along with many 
friendly competitors, pro-
vide more in-depth cover-
age of local news not found 
in major daily newspapers.

We continue to be for-
tunate to live in one of the 
few remaining free societ-
ies, with a wealth of infor-
mation sources available. 
Sadly, most American cit-
ies and suburbs are down 
to one local daily or weekly 
newspaper. 

Please join me, along with 
your neighbors who read the 

Bayside Times/Little Neck 
Ledger, sister TimesLedger 
newspapers and other local 
weekly community newspa-
pers. Patronize their adver-
tisers — they provide the 
revenues necessary to keep 
the papers in business. Let 
them know you saw their 
ad. This is what helps keep 
our neighbors employed, 
the local economy growing 
and provides space for your 
favorite or not-so-favorite 
letter writers.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Women’s City Club publishes guide to help impoverished
While recent U.S. Census 

figures illustrate a declin-
ing national poverty rate, 
down to 12.7 percent in 2016 
from 13.5 percent in 2015, 
the inescapable fact was that 
nationally more than 40 mil-
lion people were living in 
poverty.

New York City similarly 
has witnessed a slight de-
cline as well. Yet, a report 
from NYU’s Furman Center 
found that 44.8 percent of 
New Yorkers were living in 
what were termed “extreme” 
or “high” poverty neighbor-

hoods last year.
These troublesome find-

ings highlight a need to 
ensure that New Yorkers 
confronting economic inse-
curity are connected with 
resources to improve their 
living standards. This needs 
to be a priority to improve 
health care, employment, 
and quality of life across our 
city.

For more than 100 years, 
the Women’s City Club of 
New York has worked to ad-
dress equity issues, champi-
oning policies that increase 

access and secure rights for 
those who are struggling to 
put food on the table and a 
roof over their heads.

In response to these ongo-
ing needs, the Women’s City 
Club developed The City-
wide Guide to Services and 
Resources in New York. The 
guide is a print and online 
portal, featuring hundreds 
of low- and no-cost resourc-
es covering 21 areas of need, 
from jobs programs and edu-
cation to health care, child-
care and nutrition. There’s 
one for each borough and 

they are available in mul-
tiple languages (including 
Spanish, Chinese, French, 
and Russian).

While we worked hard to 
include a wide array of ser-
vices and resources across 
the city, we want to be sure 
that these resources are as 
comprehensive as possible.  
We need your help. We are 
asking for help from your 
readers, encouraging them 
to visit us at  wccny.org  to re-
view the guide, take a short 
survey, and let us know how 
to continue to improve it so 

we can most effectively sup-
port New Yorkers.

By working together, we 
can help address the needs 
of those living in Queens by 
connecting people with pro-
grams and ensuring that we 
have a stronger, safer New 
York City filled with oppor-
tunity and promise.

Carole J. Wacey
Chief Executive Officer

Women’s City Club of New 
York

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words 

may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and 

phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if request-

ed, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by 

Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property 

of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Access to healthy food
Mayor de Blasio wants 

New York City to be the fair-
est big city in America, and his 
preliminary budget, released 
earlier this month, makes im-
portant investments in our 
city. I hope that as the mayor 
and City Council continue to 
work on the Fiscal Year 2019 
budget, they will ensure ev-
ery New Yorker has access to 
healthy food, no matter where 
they live.

My son was an athlete. 
Consuming healthy foods was 
essential to his diet. Unfortu-
nately for my family, healthy 
food options were not always 
readily available in our neigh-
borhood stores.

I support the American 
Heart Association’s call to fund 

programs that will increase ac-
cess to healthy food in Queens 
and across the city — especial-
ly for neighborhoods that need 
it most, such as East Elmhurst, 
Far Rockaway and Jamaica. 
The city should commit $3 mil-
lion to expand healthy corner 
store initiatives that make the 
healthy choice the easy choice, 
by stocking corner stores 
shelves with healthy foods 
and helping these stores edu-
cate their customers about the 
availability of healthy options.

Every family should have 
access to the foods that help 
support a balanced diet and a 
healthier life.

Melinda Murray
East Elmhurst
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After the Trump admin-
istration decided to termi-
nate the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
and kicked the onus on a fix 
to Congress, the program 
beneficiaries, better known 
as “Dreamers,” have lived 
in limbo, facing deportation 
to countries they last set 
foot in as children. 

The bipartisan consensus 
is that deporting “Dream-
ers” would be a humanitari-
an and policy failure and an 
embarrassment to the coun-
try. Yet a solution seems far-
ther than ever. The events 
of the past few months have 
made it clear that Congress 
must act on its own and if 
necessary, bypass the White 
House.

The status of DACA has 
wound through the courts 
for months, eventually mak-
ing it to the Supreme Court. 

On Monday, the court de-
clined a request from the 
Trump administration to 
authorize the immediate 
termination of the program 
(which would open recipi-
ents to deportation).

This is particularly con-
cerning as DACA program 
members have volunteered 
their information to the gov-
ernment and passed a rig-
orous application process. 
Reneging on the promises 
made by the program would 
greatly undermine the cred-
ibility of the government.

The administration is 
required by court order to 
maintain elements of the 
program, including a stay 
of deportation and the right 
to continue to renew their 
status.  

Congress, meanwhile, 
has failed to reach a rea-
sonable consensus on im-
migration reform. After a 
brief government shutdown 
over the issue, subsequent 
proposals have attempted 
to trade protections for 
Dreamers with various ele-
ments of the president’s na-
tionalist agenda, including 
funding for the border wall 
and changing the immigra-

tion rules to ensure that im-
migrants are not allowed to 
sponsor family members.

Of course, both propos-
als struck Democrats (and 
many moderate Republi-
cans) as petty and in bad 
faith. Family reunification 
(or family ties) has always 
played a strong role in im-
migration, and most Ameri-
cans can relate their family 
history to a chain of rela-
tives of neighbors that set-
tled in the United States. 

A solution is not likely 
while the administration 
is determined to use young, 
undocumented people as 
bargaining chips in order 
to push immigration policy 
to the far right of American 
values.

The wall is an expensive 
and unnecessary barrier 
that is unlikely to impact 
the number of undocument-
ed immigrants, many of 
whom now enter legally and 
overstay visas.

The major takeaway, 
however, should be that the 
administration is not in-
terested in a solution. They 
have consistently delayed, 
derailed and undermined 
bipartisan solutions that 

did not sufficiently conform 
to the president’s agenda.

With a stated preference 
for “European” immigrants, 
it’s clear that for the Trump 
administration, any level of 
immigration is undesirable.  

The time has come for 
Congress to bypass the 
president and create a deal 
of their own – one that can 
pass and be sustained with 
60 votes.

The deal, at a minimum 
level, needs to solve the is-
sue of “Dreamers” for good, 
with a path to citizenship. 
The TPS debacle, where dis-
placed people who have lived 
in the United States for two 
decades now face deporta-
tion, demonstrates the peril 
of temporary solutions that 
extend indefinitely, making 
the consequences for depor-
tation increasingly severe 
with each passing year.

This is what is happen-
ing now while DACA bounc-
es from court to court.

The “diversity lottery,” a 
random visa lottery that in-
creases European immigra-
tion, is a favorite target of 
conservatives, who largely 
don’t realize it benefits the 
administration’s favorite 

immigrants.
It can be done away with. 

Professional visas, used by 
tech and engineering com-
panies for recruiting can be 
reviewed – the enhanced in-
terconnectivity of the world 
has made international 
teams more viable.

Though reducing these 
visas makes this country 
less able to compete for tal-
ent and fill in professional 
gaps in the workforce, it 
could be a concession made 
to protect immigrants al-
ready living in the United 
States.

The only way the bipar-
tisan consensus on immi-
gration can succeed is if it 
is negotiated in good faith. 
Ending “family reunifica-
tion” punishes legal immi-
grants and does so for no 
discernible reason aside 
from bias against immi-
grants.

The administration’s 
proposals are designed to 
punish legal and illegal im-
migrants alike. They should 
be ignored. Revamping the 
immigration system without 
the support of the Executive 
Office is unprecedented – 
but it is also not impossible.

What would an immigration deal look like?
COLUMNS

We want as many citi-
zens as possible voting in 
elections, especially in fed-
eral elections. Hopefully, the 
number of citizens voting 
will increase in the future.

With early voting, a citi-
zen may vote one way two 
weeks before the general 
election and, due to chang-
ing political circumstances, 
vote another way in a gen-
eral election. It is question-

able whether this type of 
voting will give us an accu-
rate assessment of voters’ 
opinions.

There is also the question 
of having two votes spread 
over a few weeks’ time cost-
ing the taxpayers extra mon-
ey, thereby doubling the cost 
of elections.

The cost of running elec-
tions is constantly increas-
ing, and we need to look at 
ways of decreasing their 
cost. 

Here in New York state, 
we have used the same vot-
ing system since elections 
began, and it has worked 
well. Gone are the days when 
city political machines dom-
inated the landscape.

Since the 1960s, we have 

improved our voting system. 
In the future, these improve-
ments can be expanded.

The idea of having ballots 
cast early creates numerous 
problems for the Boards of 
Elections insofar as secur-
ing the early ballots, which 
will be counted at the same 
time as those ballots cast in 
the general election.

As was earlier indicated, 
voters can and do change 
their voting preferences over 
a period of several weeks. If 
everyone votes at the same 
time we will have more voter 
continuity and less possibil-
ity of fraud.

We want everyone who 
is registered to have an op-
portunity to vote on Election 
Day. Possibly we can expand 

voting to a period of two 
days and thereby give people 
more leeway in voting.

Expanding cost on Elec-
tion Day should be used to 
improve equipment in hard-
ware at the voting sites.

One very important ele-
ment is that voting sites be 
equipped to check a voter’s 
eligibility in the election 
process.

Again, this is especially 
true in federal elections for 
the presidency of the United 
States.

We can also include the 
election problem of absentee 
ballots. There is an increas-
ingly wide use of this proce-
dure.

It is important for voters 
to show up at their desig-

nated voting site on Election 
Day. There are too many 
opportunities for votes be-
ing cast that are not valid, 
although absentee ballots 
should be handled carefully, 
in the manner in which they 
are intended.

It seems we have increas-
ing cases of individual voters 
requesting absentee ballots 
from the Board of Elections 
and not sending them in, but 
instead voting in person. It 
should be noted that in the 
State of Israel absentee vot-
ing is not permitted.

We want to give the voter 
as much leeway as possible 
when voting. 

However, however we 
must maintain standards as 
to how we vote.

Early voting may not be the best option

New Voices

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action
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The Queens Civic Con-
gress, an umbrella organi-
zation of approximately 100 
civic associations, welcomed 
state Sen. Tony Avella to its 
Feb. 15 meeting.

He brought a nine-page 
summary of bills he has pro-
posed for the 2018 Legisla-
tive Session concerning pub-
lic safety, good government, 
the environment, quality of 
life, economic issues, educa-
tion and culture.

He said that last year he 
had 50 bills passed by the 
state Senate and 25 passed 
by the Assembly. He con-
stantly holds rallies with 
Queens citizens who have 
problems.

This column will print 
some of the proposed bills, 
but if one calls his Bayside 
office at (718) 357-3094, he 
will send you the complete 
list.

If you care about a bill, 
you have to write a letter to 
your legislator and Senator 
Avella saying you support 
for it.

- Senate Bill No. 1308/218 
requires a Home Rule Mes-
sage. Discontinue the “self-
certification” of permit ap-
plications by builders for 
the Dept. of Buildings be-
cause it creates conflicts. 

In short, some builders 
or engineers may not tell 
the truth.

- Senate Bill No. 1530/2018 
– Relating to the removal of 
raccoons on outdoor public 
or private property.

- State Senate Bill 
No.1566/2018 – Ordering a 
study of a proposed exten-
sion of the Long Island Mo-
tor Parkway.

Due to accidents and a 
death in 2014, it is hoped a 
study could lead to more safe-
ty around Union Turnpike.

- Senate Bill No. 1571/2018 
- Creating a Task Force on 
tree maintenance and safety 
in the city of New York. 

It would examine, evalu-
ate, accept public comments 
and make recommendations 
to the New York City De-
partment of Parks.

- Senate Bill No. 1781/2018 
– Requires a Home Rule 
Message – Allowing prop-
erty owners to prune city 
tree branches within their 
reach.

The Department of Parks 
gets to trees every seven to 
10 years.

- Senate Bill No. 1889/2018 
– Assembly Bill No.2798/2018 
(Assemblyman Braunstein) 
– Requires Home Rule – Di-
viding the NYPD 109th Pre-
cinct into subdivisions.

- Senate Bill No. 1526/2018 
– Mandated review of the sale 

or transfer of property by the 
state or public authorities.

The attorney general 
and the comptroller should 
review any sale of public 
properties worth more than 
$250,000. Local legislators 
should review any transfers 
in their area.

- Senate Bill No. 1544/2018 
– Requires a Home Rule Mes-
sage - Expand Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals (BSA) to 
13 members.

- Senate Bill No. 1545/2018 
– Requires a Home Rule Mes-
sage – Require the Bureau 
of Standards and Appeals to 
issue decisions with a two-
thirds majority of the quo-
rum present and voting.

- Senate Bill No. 1546/2018 
– Assembly Bill No. 1355 
(Assemblyman Braunstein) 
–Requires Home Rule Mes-
sage – Requires that one 
member of the Board of 
Standards and Appeals to 
be a financial analyst with 
10 years’ experience.

- Senate Bill No. 4413/2018 
– Authorizing any qualified 
voter to request an absentee 
ballot.

- Senate Bill No. 1196/2018 
– Improves Access to plastic 
bag recycling program and 
have the NYS Department 
of Conservation to ensure 
compliance. Passed the  Sen-
ate in 2016 and 2017.

- Senate Bill No.  
1448/2018 – Assembly Bill 
No. 6280/2018 (Assembly-
man Englebright) – Estab-
lish a product stewardship 
program for primary bat-
teries.

Authorize New York 
State to expand recycling 
efforts beyond recharge-
able batteries by requiring 
manufacturers to establish 
a consumer collection pro-
gram helping to reduce the 
need for mining and refin-
ing. Vermont and Connecti-
cut have such a program.  

Avella briefs Queens Civic Congress on law proposals
COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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Evidence in Vetrano case admissible: Judge
BY BILL PARRY

The judge presiding over 
the Karina Vetrano murder 
trial will allow all evidence, 
including DNA and a vid-
eotaped confession by the 
Brooklyn man accused of 
killing her, after his lawyers 
argued police had racially 
 profiled their client. 

The ruling Monday by 
Queens Supreme Court 
Judge Gregory Lasak in the 
case of 21-year-old Chanel 
Lewis will allow all evidence 
to be admitted when he goes 
on trial on charges that he 
killed the 30-year-old Vetra-
no as she jogged in Spring 
Creek Park near her Howard 
Beach home on the afternoon 
of Aug. 2, 2016.

The complaint said Lewis 
punched Vetrano repeatedly 
and strangled her, causing 
her death. Vetrano fought 
back furiously against her at-
tacker, whose DNA was found 
on her cell phone, under her 
fingernails, and her neck.

Lewis allegedly confessed 
to killing her after telling 
investigators he strangled 

and beat Vetrano because 
he “just lost it.” If convicted, 
Lewis faces 25 years to life in 
prison, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

Lewis’s Legal Aid Society 
defense attorneys argued 
an initial police stop two 
months before the killing 
was improper, according to 
court papers. The NYPD said 
Lewis had exhibited suspi-
cious behavior when he was 
stopped, while his attorneys 
argued he was stopped be-
cause he was a black man 
walking in a white neighbor-
hood.

During the stop on May 
13, 2016, police asked for his 
name and address, informa-
tion that was later used to get 
Lewis’s DNA sample. Pros-
ecutors said the stop and 
questioning was permissible 
because it was based on a 911 
call about a trespasser.

In his ruling, Judge Lasak 
said Supreme Court prec-
edent holds that the identity 
of a defendant is never sup-
pressible, even if preceded by 
an unlawful arrest, search or 

interrogation.
“We are pleased with the 

court’s decision and the case 
will proceed accordingly,” a 
spokeswoman  for the Queens 
District Attorney said.

The Legal Aid Society dis-
agrees with the court’s sup-
pression ruling and its legal 
reasoning.

“The police had no prob-
able cause to stop Mr. Lewis 
and then search his name 
through private sources 
to obtain his address and 
other personal information 
not open to the public,” The 
Legal Aid Society said in a 
statement. “This decision 
does not at all affect Mr. 
Lewis’s presumption of in-
nocence. The defense team 
will continue to challenge 
the accuracy and reliability 
of Mr. Lewis’s statements to 
the police, as well as the DNA 
evidence that purports to 
connect Mr. Lewis, in prepa-
ration for trial.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

A judge rules all evidence, including DNA and a confession, will be al-
lowed in the trial of Chanel Lewis, the Brooklyn man who allegedly killed 
Karina Vetrano of Howard Beach.

Would you like your child to…. Be Creative, Be Challenged, Be Confident & Love Learning?

Join us
SATURDAY,  

MARCH 10th
from 2:00 – 4:00 PM
To visit our school  
at OPEN HOUSE

136-58 41st

For more information, please call us at (718) 961-0246 (English & Spanish) or (347) 399-8500 (English & Chinese)

Bi-Lingual
    Education
    (Mandarin)

NYS Common
    Core

Early Drop Off
After School

    Program
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322 Port Washington Blvd. Port Washington, NY  |  516.365.4900
www.vincentsmithschool.org

Registered by the NY State Board of Regents | Accredited by NY State Assoc. of Independent Schools
Vincent Smith School is a 501 (c) (3) non-profi t corporation. All donations are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Does Your Child Have School Anxiety?
If your child has school reluctance, AD/HD, or learning issues such as 
dyslexia and is not progressing in their current school, consider the 
Vincent Smith School for grades 1-12. 

We have been the NY area’s premier independent school since 1924, meeting 
each student’s individual and personalized academic and social needs.

Call now for a private tour or visit our next 

OPEN HOUSE: Tuesday, April 24, 7pm
Rolling Admissions applications accepted throughout the year! 

CHILDREN RECEIVE:

“I only wish there were more wonderful schools like VSS everywhere. Every child 
deserves to feel safe and learn in their own way. As a mother, I pray that you keep 
up the great work.”  — Mariska Hargitay

Vincent Smith School  (Est. 1924)

Grades 1-12
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$500 MIN IMUM DEPOSIT

4 Year IRA CD

APY*2.25%

Finally, a CD rate that's 
easy to warm up to.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of January 13, 2018, and is subject to change without notice. 
Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply.  The bank is not responsible for typographical 
errors. Substantial penalties for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings.  
Member FDIC.

Available only at branch locations.  
Visit us at www.ridgewoodbank.com, in branch  

or call (877) 417-6547 for details.

City program for youth on parole works: study
BY BILL PARRY

In the ongoing mission to 
lower the city’s prison popu-
lation which would allow for 
the closing of Rikers Island, 
the city is hailing a mentoring 
program for young people on 
probation that significantly 
reduces recidivism, according 
to a multi-year independent 
study, Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced last week.

The report evaluating the 
Arches Transformative Men-
toring program found that 
participation in the city’s 
Department of Probation-
administered course reduces 
one-year felony reconviction 
by over two-thirds, or 69 per-
cent, and reduces two-year fel-
ony reconviction by more than 
half, according to research by 
the Urban Institute in partner-
ship with the Mayor’s Office 
for Economic Opportunity.

“In New York City, we be-
lieve in giving young people 
a second chance — and oppor-
tunities to change themselves 
and their communities for the 
better,” de Blasio said. “Men-
toring programs like these are 

laying a strong foundation and 
creating pathways for young 
people to lead productive, sta-
ble lives.”

Launched in 2012 during 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion, Arches uses curriculum-
based interactive journaling, 
group mentoring, and individ-
ual mentoring by connecting 
high-risk young people ages 16 
to 24 on probation to credible 
“messenger mentors” in their 
own neighborhoods. Commu-
nity-based organizations, such 
as Community Mediation Ser-
vices in Jamaica and Shelter-
ing Arms in Far Rockaway, 
employ the mentors who were 
once in the criminal justice 
system and share similar 
backgrounds with the young 
people they serve, who are re-
spected in the communities 
where they work and who un-
dergo rigorous training.

“By connecting partici-
pants with positive role mod-
els, Arches is empowering 
young people to contribute 
positively to their communi-
ties and stay out of jail,” City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest), the chairman of 

the Committee on the Justice 
System, said. “I applaud the 
Department of Probation for 
implementing this transfor-
mative program.”

The credible messenger 
mentors, working alongside 
probation officers, help young 
people make better and safer 
decisions, pursue their goals, 
get connected to school and 
work, and repair relationships 

with family and community — 
all of which helps build a safer 
city. The service providers 
are able to equip young people 
with the tools to change their 
lives while providing them 
with a living example of hope 
and transformation.

Participants typically take 
six to 12 months to complete 
the program, but as the Urban 
Institute study revealed, many 

often maintain contact with 
their mentors and peers long 
after that time. The evaluation 
recommends continuing and 
even growing Arches by tai-
loring the curriculum to align 
with participant experiences, 
providing more mentor train-
ing, offering opportunities for 
full-time employment, and ex-
panding the program’s length, 
alumni engagement, and age 
range.

“I support any program that 
works to keep young people out 
of prison,” City Councilman 
Robert Holden (D-Maspeth) 
said. “The reduction of recon-
viction rates among Arches 
participants encourages my 
belief that intervention, educa-
tion and mentorship can lead 
to positive outcomes. Based on 
these finding, I am cautiously 
optimistic about the program’s 
prospects, and as a member of 
the Criminal Justice Commit-
tee, I will work to ensure this 
program continues to be low 
cost and high impact.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

In order to close Rikers Island, the city needs to lower its pris-
on population, and a mentoring program is proving helpful. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 1/13/18–4/9/18 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 
months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights 
reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 18Q1MAGVC2

ette® Modern Roman Shades

Cozier winters. Cooler summers. 
nergy savings year-round.
rease your comfort and help lower your energy bills with insulating 
nter Douglas shades. Ask about rebate savings on select styles today.

REBATES
STARTING AT

$100*
on qualifying purchases 

 January 13–April 9, 2018 

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

Cozier winters. Cooler summers. 
Energy savings year-round.
Increase your comfort and help lower your energy bills with insulating 
Hunter Douglas shades. Ask about rebate savings on select styles today.
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Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 56 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for 
everyone.  Programs are offered for PreK through high school.  Each 2-week session 
provides the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals 
in their specifi c fi eld direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday 
through Friday, from 9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. 
Buses leave our campus at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all 
four sessions.  Door to door transportation is included in the tuition fee of our 
programs for those who wish to use it.

Try the Nature and Outdoor Discovery program; so popular last year it’s sure to 
be an early close out! The perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the great outdoors. 
Activities may include hiking, fi shing, archery, crabbing, camping/survival skills, 
zip-lining, & other adventures.  There are many other great programs offered as 
well.  Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Baseball, Dance, Robotics and Engineering; just 
to name a few.  Check the website:  LuHiSummerCamps.org for a complete listing 
of all programs and descriptions.  

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House March 11th, or April 29th.  Come meet the 
Directors and see the facility.  Spin the K98.3 prize wheel and enter to win a free 
session of camp.  

Give your child a summer to remember!  

LuHi. . .Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY BILL PARRY

A Long Island City-based nonprof-
it organization that helps homeless 
men and women achieve economic 
independence through job train-
ing, work experience and a life-long 
support network graduated 47 more 
who have transitioned to full-time 
employment.

At a ceremony last week the As-
sociation of Community Employ-
ment Programs for the Homeless 
celebrated the achievements of the 
graduates, who used the skills they 
learned and the certifications they 
earned during their participation  
in ACE’s  four-to-six- month pro-
gram to find employment in a wide 
range of sectors, including: hospi-
tality, maintenance, sanitation, food 
services, social services and distri-
bution.

“Forty-seven more New Yorkers 
will be heading to work tomorrow 

morning instead of to a program,” 
ACE Executive Martin James Martin 
said. “These are some of the hardest 
working people that I ever met and I 
am inspired by their achievements. 
ACE will continue to work closely 
with them to ensure they maintain 
their employment and seek oppor-
tunities to advance in their profes-
sions.”

Each graduate became a member 
of ACE’s employment retention pro-
gram, Project Stay, in which staff 
help the newly employed individu-
als maintain their jobs and increase 
their earning capacity. ACE Graduate 
William Lester, who is now employed 
full-time as a construction worker, 
said, “ACE put my life in the right di-
rection and guided me to where I can 
navigate my own calling.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

The borough will be awash in green 
this weekend. The traditional Queens 
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade steps 
off in Rockaway Saturday at 1 p.m. 

Trade unionism will be honored 
this year with Steamfitters Local 
Union 638 president Patrick Dolan Jr. 
serving as Grand Marshall. The Rock-
away resident was born and raised in 
Middle Village.

On Sunday the Saint Pat’s for All 
Parade gets underway at 1 p.m., begin-
ning at 43rd Street on Skillman Avenue 
in Sunnyside. The parade will come to 
an end at 58th Street and Woodside Av-
enue. More than 100 marching groups 
reflecting the diversity of Queens 
are expected to march in the parade, 
including Irish organizations, pipe 
bands, Girl Scouts, and immigrant and 
LGBT groups.

Pulitzer prize-winning journalist 
and author Dan Barry and disarma-
ment educator and anti-nuclear educa-
tor and activist Dr. Kathleen Sullivan 
will serve as grand marshals of the all-
inclusive parade, now in its 19th year.

The parade’s co-founder, Astoria 
resident Brendan Fay, said the focus 
of this year’s march is the immigrant 
communities of Queens.

“At the parade we will carry signs 

of support for immigrants, our neigh-
bors, friends and family who await the 
DACA decision,” he said. “St. Pat’s for 
All brings us together in solidarity and 
support.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Pair of St. Pat’s parades
happening this weekend

LIC nonprofi t helps homeless 
fi nd economic self-suffi ciency

The 19th annual St. Pat’s for All steps off 
Sunday in Sunnyside, with more than 100 
marching groups reflecting the borough’s 
diversity. Photo by Michael Shain 
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Coach Realtors welcomes the following real estate agents:
Mary Burns • Michael Burns • Michael J. Carrozzo • Loukia Christodoulakis • Rosemarie Guidice • Abraham Kanfer

Patricia Ann Martin • Dorothy Matinale • Anthony Nasser • Daniel Regan • Lori Rinaldi • Maureen Riccoboni • Stevie Rae Hill

718-279-4800

Follow us on                @coachrealtors

19 Offi ce Locations! www.coachrealtors.com

Coach Realtors is proud to welcome

STATION REALTY

of Douglaston 

and its team of professionals.

COACH REALTORS is pleased to announce that  

Dorothy Matinale, and the sales associates from her 

fi rm (Station Realty) have joined Coach Realtors.

A little about Coach: 

Our caring, dedicated and experienced staff have been meeting 

and exceeding the real estate needs of homeowners since 1954. 

Our technically-savvy marketing team specializes in homes just 

like yours and will give you superior results, every time.

We offer unparalleled exposure for your home through 

our innovative network of marketing resources.

We look forward to working with you!

718-279-4800
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ALL FIVE
OROUGHSOROUGHS!!

ALL FIVE
BOROUGHS!

www. accessibledispatch.com 

THE ACCESSIBLE
DISPATCH PROGRAM

gives residents and visitors with disabili�es 
GREATER ACCESS to wheelchair accessible taxis.

With pick-up and drop-up available in  
ALL FIVE BOROUGHS, Accessible Dispatch 

allows individuals with disabili�es to EXPLORE 
everything New York City has to o�er. 

NOW AVAILABLE IN

BOOK
ONLINE646-599-9999

CALL DOWNLOAD
THE APP!
ACCESSIBLE DISPATCH NYC

NOW AVAILABLE IN

Le Cats fi ghts for Whitestone feral colony 
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Whitestone cat advocacy 
group is fighting to be able to 
relocate a feral cat colony. 

Le Cats on the Water, a non-
profit organization based in 
northeast Queens, said it is 
“heartbroken” that a 20-year-
old cat colony will be relocated 
by the New York city Depart-
ment of Transportation. DOT 
said it will work with the De-
partment of Health but has not 
named an animal organization 
that will supervise the reloca-
tion and has not provided the 
local group with any details as 
to where the new colony will be 
set up. 

Le Cats has asked to move 
the colony, which houses six 
cats, less then an acre away on 
12th Avenue from the current 
location at 9th Avenue and Tot-
ten  Street.  The group has of-
fered to pay to clean the small 
lot of garbage  and to make a 
gate on the chain-link fence for 
feeders to feed the cats  at no 
cost to the taxpayers or DOT, 
but its requests have been de-
nied by DOT. 

 Le Cats has placed the blame 

on state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), who they say has si-
lenced them and as a result the 
cats, most of which are old, will 
be relocated to a spot where 
they will not be able to survive.

Avella called the Le Cats 
charity a scam and said he 
is not the bully but that Pam 
Greco, president of Le Cats, and 
her husband Phillip have been 
stalling the cleanup of the area 
for over 20 years and have used 
the colony as a way to stop the 
city or state from taking action. 
Avella said he is a well-known 
animal advocate and he has 
spoken to a number of experts 
about trapping and neutering 
and they all have told him that 
if Le Cats was doing what they 
said they were, the cats would 
not still be there. 

“This goes back to my days 
in City Council,” he said. “The 
Grecos have bullied, threat-
ened and lied to people anytime 
they try to clean the area up. 
I’ve put a stop to their bully-
ing. The plan to clean up the 
wetland is moving ahead and 
they’re unhappy because this 
is their little kingdom.”

Le Cats reached out to a fe-

line expert, Carole Wilbourn, 
who said the displacement of 
the cats could be a death sen-
tence. Wilbourn, a cat therapist, 
said because cats have a “hom-
ing ability” which involves 
their scent, visuals determina-
tion and memory, destroying 
their home for the last 20 years 
would displace them. 

“These colony cats, being 
feral with inborn, unflappable 
determination and focus, their 
M.O. would be survival. This 
survival would be “home” and 

they could die in their pursuit. 
My feeling is that it is impera-
tive to keep this colony intact.” 

”We are not allowed to give 
our opinion or fight for our col-
ony by this ruthless politician,” 
Pam Greco said. “Will he give 
our well-maintained houses 
that we scraped and saved for to 
this group or throw in garbage? 
I have to ask, where is the heart 
in New York?”

The cat colony is being 
moved to make way for a com-
munity garden. DOT has said 

the cats live at the far end of 
the tidal coastal wetlands on 
the shoreline, which needs to 
be remediated to maintain wa-
ter quality, prevent soil erosion 
and reduce the impact of flood-
ing. In a letter to Le Cats, DOT 
told them relocating the feral 
cat colony would be necessary 
to preserve the shoreline. 

“The landscaper perform-
ing the work at this location 
is being given a community 
garden license to renovate 
the property as well as clear 
out any invasive vegetation,” 
DOT wrote in its letter.   “This 
will provide necessary reme-
diation of the site, while also 
preserving the integrity of the 
shoreline. The Department of 
Sanitation will assist in this 
effort by removing debris and 
abandoned structures. Fur-
thermore, the Department of 
Health will be collaborating 
with DOT to find a new home 
for the cats currently occupy-
ing the property.”

As far as the future of the 
colony, a DOT spokeswoman 
said it is still in the process 
of reviewing options with all 
stakeholders.

Le Cats on the Water volunteers care for Whitestone feral cat colonies using 
trap-neuter-release practices. Photo Courtesy Le Cats on the Water. 
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BO R R O W  F R O M  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

Forest Hi l ls —  p :646.569.3600    71-15 Aust in  Street ,  Forest  H i l l s ,  NY 11375
Garden City — p:516.248.4868    2131  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Garden Ci ty  Park,  NY 11040
     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Jer i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rden C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  J e r i c h o Tu r n p i ke,  M i n e o l a ,  N Y  11501
P l ea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

Roy Wilkins Park hosts annual art show
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Southern Queens 
Park Association will hold a 
reception for its 16th annual 
art exhibit at Roy Wilkins 
Park Family Center Sunday. 

The reception will run 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
center, which is located at 177-
01 Baisley Blvd. in Jamaica.

Guests will have the op-
portunity to meet fine art-
ist Julia Mann, who lives in 
St. Albans. After retiring 
from working at the Board of 
Education for over 30 years, 
Mann took up art classes at 
Robert Couch Senior Center 
in Jamaica, and advanced 
art classes at First Presby-
terian Church of Jamaica. 
Her works include portraits, 
scenery and landscapes. 

The reception will have 
light jazz music as well as a 
selection of hors d’oeuvres, 
finger foods, fruit, cheese, 
wine and punches.

The exhibit will take 
place Monday through Fri-
day from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and March 10 from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. It will feature over 300 

pieces of artwork. 
Some of the Queens-based 

artists include Rowan Ab-
bensetts, Charles Lilly, Em-
mitt Wigglesworth, Lyvan 
Munlyn, A. Larry Green, 
Shenna Vaughn and Maxine 
Townsend-Broderick. 

In addition to pieces from 
professional artists, students 
from local elementary, mid-
dle, and high schools will 
have their art featured at the 
exhibit. 

Olney Marie Ryland, the 
artist liaison for SQPA, works 
with artists who submit their 
work for the exhibit. 

“I love working with the 
artists and going through 
the application process with 
them,” said Ryland, who does 
woodwork and photography 
herself. Her favorite experi-
ences from past exhibits and 
receptions was watching sea-
soned professionals advising 
newcomers to the art world. 

“I love when the new [art-
ists] come in and the older 
ones teach them how to prop-
erly present their art,” Ryland 
said. “You can sell your art if 
it is presented properly.”

 All artists who apply to 
have their piece in the exhib-
it are welcomed and SQPA’s 
main requirement is that the 
artwork is ready in time for 
the show.

The park’s gym, which 
will be transformed into a 
gallery, features not only 
work from Queens, but from 
throughout the city. It takes 
great care to be inclusive of 
people from a diverse range 

of backgrounds. 
“It was initially meant to 

showcase only African-Amer-
ican art, but now we also 
have people who are Chinese, 
African, Indian, Hispanic 
and more,” said Ryland. “The 
work is very diverse and it is 
the perfect place for people in 
our community to come and 
show their work.” 

“A lot of artists sometimes 
have no place to show their 

work,” Ryland added. “A lot 
of the artists are showcasing 
their work for the first time... 
and it is right in the middle 
of Queens.” 

Unlike Manhattan, where 
art showcase fees can run as 
high as $1,500, according to 
Ryland, artists who partici-
pate at SQPA’s exhibit have to 
pay only $30 for the expense 
of transportation, storage 
and the space for the art. “We 
basically just cover our ex-
penses,” said Ryland. “What-
ever money we do make goes 
towards enhancing the next 
art show,” adding that some 
artists have sold their pieces 
for almost $2,000. 

This year, buyers can use 
square point of purchase, 
which is a layaway system to 
buy art. 

“It’s important to have 
authentic art,” Ryland said. 
“This allows [buyers] to do 
a payment plan and they can 
have quality work.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

The Southern Queens Park Association will be hosting its 16th annual art 
show at Roy Wilkins Park on Sunday. 
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Funded by a grant from New York State Department of  
Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease Control

Men and women of average risk  
should begin colorectal cancer screening at age 50.  
To learn more about the importance of screening, 
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For more information call 718-670-1561.

Please join us for a day of  
interactive education at the 

Prevent Cancer Super Colon® 
event being held at 

Queens Center Mall
Center Court  

90-15 Queens Blvd, Elmhurst, NY 11373

Saturday, March 3, 2018 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

COLORECTAL CANCER
IS PREVENTABLE,  
TREATABLE AND  

BEATABLE. 

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN • INSTALL • MAINTAIN

The spring will be here
before you know it! 

Contact us now for all of
your landscaping needs including

spring clean-up, lawn care programs,
seasonal color, and much more.

FREE SPRING CLEAN-UP
with a new 1 year maintenance agreement

JB Landscaping
New York State Certified Landscape Professional

Contact Us Today!
1.347.545.2667

Jlandscaping2000@aol.com

 

Suggested contribution for meals. Breakfast $1.00 Lunch $1.50. Transportation Fee $2.00  
JSPOA CARES is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health

Jamaica Service Program 
for Older Adults, Inc.
92-47 165th Street, Jamaica, NY 11433
Tel. (718) 657-6500  Fax. (718) 657-6756

Are you taking care of someone with 
Alzheimer’s  or dementia such as family 

member, spouse, or friend?  

Do you find yourself helping with daily tasks 
and concerned for their care? 

If you answered YES, it means you are a 
CAREGIVER!   

We offer the support and resources to alleviate the responsibility of caring 
with the demands of work and other family obligations. 

Free Services
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400  |  WWW.NBNYC.COM
MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 2/28/2018. Transaction Limits Apply. 

Is your bank too big for you?
Visit us at our neighborhood Bank located in the heart of Flushing, since 1963.

Call Customer Service for our other attractive CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time.    Member FDIC

Balances Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 2.60%

3 Year Certifi cate of Deposit

Pols push for kids to be more involved in community
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
Elected officials from Ja-

maica and their staff members 
held a forum last Saturday at 
Dabar Bethlehem Cathedral 
reaching out to young people 
and explaining how they can 
get involved in bettering their 
community. 

The hour-long forum called 
“Black Men in Public Forum: 
Navigating through Politics” 
held at the Queens Village 
church, located at 218-38 98th 
Ave., gave tips to community 
members on the importance of 
community involvement. 

Chief staff members of 
Jamaica elected officials ad-
dressed a group of about 20 at-
tendees who were mostly young 
black men and women. 

Derrick Davis, chief of staff 
to state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), talked about 
the importance of speaking 
up about what you want from 
local public officials. He said 
he and his staff take the resi-
dents’ varying visions for their 
community and try to come up 
with something that works for 
almost everyone.  

“One of the things I noticed 
about the senator is that he is 
a consensus voter,” he said. 
“Even if constituents disagreed 
on what they want, he tried to 
figure out a way to come to a de-
cision everyone could live with. 
He used his vision to best mov-
ing the community forward by 
hosting town halls,  meetings 
with folks from the community, 
online surveys, and engaging 
in a dialogue to figure out what 
it is you think is best suited to 
move community forward.”

He said it is not always easy 
because Comrie represents 
375,000 constituents in a very 
diverse community.

“So what people in Jamaica 
feel is best for Jamaica, people 
living in Kew Gardens may feel 
differently,” he said. “You have 
to take divergent factors, put it 
in a blender and figure out how 
to best proceed.”

Jamal Wilkerson, chief of 
staff to Councilwoman Adri-
enne Adams ( D-Jamaica ), said 
she is trying to engage younger 
women in politics by leading by 
example.

“In this district it doesn’t 
matter where I go, they need 

to be able to see and relate,” he 
said. “Adams is the first female 
council member in  the 28th 
District. She is big on teach-
ing young women and ladies 
on how to get into politics, and 
also just understand politics. 
Not everyone needs to be in 
politics, you just need to have 
an understanding of politics.  
By  her going out there herself, 
when she was knocking on 
doors running, that resonated 
with other young ladies.” 

He said instead of just gath-

ering signatures she would 
engage with young women and 
ask them what they wanted 
from their community and 
explain how she can help and 
what they can do to make it 
happen as well. 

“By sitting down with stu-
dents and asking them to work 
together, she showed them that 
two heads are better than one.” 
he said.  

Wilkerson said he sees more 
young people in neighborhoods 
in Harlem and Brooklyn get-

ting involved but southeast 
Queens has lagged behind. He 
said it does not even necessar-
ily have to be politics, just get-
ting young people to care about 
the community. 

“We have to push them 
towards civic engagement,” 
he said. “I think we can do a 
lot better job into how we can 
get young people involved in 
Queens. I care about us,  I know 
a lot of young people who need 
jobs and affordable housing.  
My biggest fear is if we don’t 
organize now and step up those 
houses  you see in Cambria 
Heights, in Laurelton and Hol-
lis, we wont be able to live in 
them.”

Wilkerson said one example 
is getting younger people in-
volved in block associations, 
which he believes are dying. 
He said Cambria Heights, in 
particular, is very senior heavy 
and he hopes that the younger 
generation can one day be part 
of the planning.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Panelists for the Black Men in Public Service forum spoke about the im-
portance of community involvement. Photo by Nat Valentine
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 11TH 
NOON - 3:00 PM.

Building Friendships 
that Last a Lifetime!
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

‘BUTTERFLY’ IN THE WINGS  Photos by Michael Shain

Queens Center for Progress, the agency that promotes independent living for adults 
and children with learning disablities, picks Resorts World President Scott Molina as 
“Chef of the Year” at its annual fund-raising gala.

The rush at the door was an indicator that the famed Puccini opera — performed by the 
Teatro Lirico D’Europa — at QPAC was going to be performed in front of a sold-out crowd. 

“Madama Butterfly,” an opera about a Navy officer who marries, then abandons his 
Japanese bride,  takes over the Queensborough Performing Arts Center in Bayside. 

At Terrace on the Park, the gambling was for a good cause: the Queens Center for 
Progress. More than 500 people helped raise funds at the group’s gourmet tasting 
and “Casino Night” event. 

Performers from the Devore Dance Center in Jamaica raise the energy level at the Helen 
Marshall Culutral Center’s African-American Heritage event last week.

Tom Carter, the longtime owner and publisher of The New York Page, was among seven 
community leaders honored at the event.

GOTTA DANCE Photos by Nat Valentine

FABULOUS FOOD  Photos by Michael Shain
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Fortunoff, the Source • 1504 Old Country Road, Westbury, NY 11590
516-222-7879 • 800-FORTUNOFF (636-7886) • FortunoffJewelry.com

Sparkling diamonds, precious gemstones, and one of a kind selections from around the world, all
personally chosen by me... You’ll find them only in my boutique or on my website. Come into the store

for great values and friendly, knowledgeable service from our staff and expert jeweler. — Esther Fortunoff

Bring in this ad for $50 off your $200 purchase and a gift with purchase. 
Some restrictions apply. Offer expires March 31st.
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Flatbush man convicted of Kissena park murder
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Flatbush man has been 
convicted of the 2015 stab-
bing death of his girlfriend 
at Kissena Corridor Park, 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. 

Following a three-week 
trial, 28-year-old Chris-
topher Sobers was found 
guilty of second-degree 
murder, tampering with 
physical evidence and fifth-
degree criminal possession 
of stolen property.

According to Brown, the 
“horribly mangled” body of 
28-year-old Elmhurst resi-
dent Qing Qing Kiemde was 
found by a homeless man off 
a pathway in Kissena Corri-
dor Park, near Colden Street 
and Laburnum Avenue on 
Oct. 11, 2015.

Brown said Kiemde, who 
worked in a Queens bakery, 
met Sobers in a group meet-
ing at Elmhurst Hospital 
and began dating him.

According to Brown, So-
bers violently stabbed Ki-
emde to death on Oct. 10, 
2015. 

Brown said when Sobers 
was taken in for questioning 
by police, he was in posses-

sion of Kiemde’s cell phone, 
which he had wiped clean 
of all all her personal infor-

mation substituted his own. 
Kiemde was also known for 
owning a very distinctive 

handbag in which she car-
ried all her personal belong-
ings, Brown said.

After she disappeared, 
Sobers was seen carrying a 
bag with the exact features 
of Kiemde’s shoulder bag.

Brown said Kiemde’s 
stabbing was a brutal kill-
ing. 

“The crime scene was 
seeped in blood and the vic-
tim’s body mutilated and 
disemboweled,” he said.

“After thoroughly re-
viewing the evidence, the 
jury found the defendant 
guilty and he now faces a 
very long term of incarcera-
tion - to protect others from 
harm and to punish him for 
this heinous crime.”

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Deborah Stevens 
Modica set sentencing for 
March 14 at which time So-
bers faces 25 years to life in 
prison.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Police arrive at Kissena Park where Qing Qing Kiemde’s body was found in 2015. Photo by Michael Shain
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 03/02/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995$11,888$11,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#3686120k miles, Stk#M3908154k miles, Stk#M38025
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
108k miles, Stk#31719

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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'15 HONDA ACCORD'17 NISSAN SENTRA
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IDEAS FOR SWEET 16s | PARTIES | PROMS | WEDDINGS | & MORE

Party
&Prom
GUIDE | 2018

Feet don’t 
fail me now!
Avoid painful shoe drama

perfection
Hair
How to get the look of 
your dreams for your 
big celebration

Cover courtesy of 
Terani Couture
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Don’t let your 
footwear ruin 
your big night
Most young women looking forward to prom 

or their Sweet 16 party are most excited 
about the chance to dress up and have 

their hair and makeup done. However, it can be 
difficult to be the life of the party or have fun at 
special events when uncomfortable footwear spoils 
the day.

For centuries, women have been renowned for 
the fashions they wear on their feet. But such fash-
ion often comes with a steep price: pain. In fact, 
in ancient Chinese tradition, it was customary for 
girls’ feet to be bound to inhibit the growth of feet 
and show off impossibly small shoe creations. The 
ideal length for a bound foot was roughly three 
inches. These small feet were seen as desirable and 
generally guaranteed a successful, wealthy hus-
band.

Most women do not subject themselves to this 
sort of foot manipulations today, but there are 
plenty who squeeze into uncomfortable shoes in 
an effort to look taller, more elongated, or beau-
tiful. Though uncomfortable footwear might be 
bearable for short periods of time, when hours are 
spent standing or dancing, uncomfortable shoes 
can prove torturous.

To avoid pain during your special day, choose 
shoes that will marry comfort with beauty. Here 
are some considerations:

Grab a platform. Instead of stiletto heels, con-
sider shoes that add height by way of a platform 
heel. The f lat sole will mimic walking in f lat shoes, 
but the platform will offer the desired height.

Go shorter. Choose a shorter dress that works 
well with f lats or low heels. Many women gravi-
tate toward high heels when wearing floor-length 
gowns to avoid hemming the dress or to make it 
easier to maneuver around without the bottom of 
the gown puddling on the f loor. When that obsta-
cle is removed by way of a shorter dress, it opens 
up the possibilities for lower-profile shoes.

Think about wearing flashy flip-flops or 
sandals. There are many sandal styles that have 
been made more glamorous by way of rhinestones 
and other embellishments. These can look just as 
beautiful as other styles and be more comfort-
able for dancing. Plus, they’ll enable the feet to 
breathe.

Strive for comfort. If you must wear heels, 
spend a little more and select a brand known for 
emphasizing comfort in its designs. Many manu-
facturers are well-known for creating comfortable 

designs that feature f lexible, lightweight soles and 
for adding padding to the shoes to cradle the feet. 
Other shoes can be enhanced with gel inserts and 
other custom orthotics.

Bring a spare pair of shoes. Different brands 
now offer foldable f lat ballet shoes that can be 
stowed in a purse or bag and thrown on in a pinch 
— especially when the pinch comes by way of un-
comfortable heels. 

Pack a first-aid kit for your feet. To allevi-
ate aches and pains, create an emergency kit with 
bandages, moleskin, a topical anesthetic, and even 
soothing foot powder to revive feet plagued by 
pain or blisters.

Uncomfortable shoes can put a damper on prom 
and Sweet 16 festivities. Choosing comfortable 
shoes can mean the difference between having a 
good time or ending the evening early.  

SHOES?
How comfortable are your
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We Can Accommodate 
Prom Couples From 
2 To 24 Passengers

BOOK 10 HRS. BEFORE APRIL 1st GET 2 HRS. FREE
DOT 1869905

Offi ce Hours: 10am – 10pm
www.artistelimo.com

914-243-0807

                                      EST. 1983
Serving the Tri-State Area

FOR ANY OCCASION & DESTINATION
Lola & Tony

Artiste Limousine Service

PROM 
Special

 
a new addition to our fl eet

We now specialize in 
Bar Mitzvahs  Bat Mitzvahs 

Sweet 16’s and Proms 

Near major highways and in the vicinity of St. John’s University, 
Belmont Park, and Queens College

Please contact Hilda Cangelosi for all your event needs
Email: hilda.cangelosi@hilton.com

Hilton New York JFK
144-02 135th Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11436
Tel: 718-659-0200  |  Fax: 718-322-2553
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Over 30 vehicles 
on premise to choose from

S

*1

Brooklyn
1421-86th Street | Brooklyn, NY 11228

718.232.7273
Staten Island

2041 Hylan Blvd. | Staten Island, NY 10306

718.351.7273

Lincoln M

Hummer H2 Infinity QXExpedition Infinon Hummer H2
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m!

Stretch Limousines  Stretch SUV Limousines  Luxury Coach Buses

0 hours minimum. One offer per reservation. Not to be combined with any other offer, Must mention at the time of booking.  
Offer not refundable for cash.   

Hours
FREE*

on Buses

Hours
FREE*
on any Stretch

Limousines
on any Stretch  

Limousine

$
OFF*

on any SUV
or Bus

$
OFF*

EscaladeChrysler 300 NavigatorChrysler 300MKT

QX 56 Luxury Coach Bus Luxury Coach Tandom BusTTanddom BBBusLuxury Coach Bus
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FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY
We Beat Internet Prices  JolynTravel@aol.com

718-232-3139    917-797-7341

JOLYN
    TRAVEL

Shop Us Last
For The Best Vacation Package 

Prices...

Shop Us Last
For The Best Vacation Package 

Prices...

JOLYN
    TRAVEL

PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Celebrating 30 Years

VACATION PACKAGES
 All-Inclusive
 Cruises
 Disney

 Flights/Hotels
 Group Travel
 International Travel

Once you have chosen 
your beaded gown, 
party-worthy hair is 

next on the priority lists. A 
fresh haircut or an intricate 
updo can perfectly comple-
ment a well-planned ward-
robe. Some party-goers will 
dabble in styling techniques 
and products at home, but 
many will be visiting salons 
to perfect their luxurious 
locks.

For girls, the big night 
presents an opportunity to 

Party hair
Eleven steps to perfect

indulge in a complete grooming package 
that will include hair, makeup, nails, 
and faux tanning.

During prom season, salons are 
bound to fi ll appointments quickly, so 
teens should start planning their looks 
early on. Th e following tips can help you 
look your best come party night:

1.Select your dress and jewelry 
fi rst. Choosing your dress and 

jewelry fi rst allows you to customize 
your hairstyle to complement the rest 
of your look. Many girls want to follow a 
theme, such as romantic or sleek, come 
the big night, and hairstyle is an impor-
tant element of such themes. 

2.Book a trial appointment at 
the salon. When booking your 

hairstyle appointment, which should 
be done at least a month in advance of 
party night, book a trial appointment as 
well. Bring photos of your gown to your 
trial appointment and ask the stylist to 
make suggestions on which looks will 
complement the gown.

3. Keep your hair texture and cut 
in mind when choosing a hair-

style. Although great stylists often can 
work magic with your hair, they can’t do 
the impossible. If you have short hair 
and want a long, cascading style, you 
will need to invest in extensions. La-
dies with naturally curly hair may have 
to spend more time in the chair having 
their hair straightened if they want a 
sleek bob. Sometimes it’s in your best 
interest to work with your hair’s natural 
texture.

4. Get a grasp of your role in craft-
ing your hairstyle. Speak with 

your stylist about how long before the 
party you should undergo any chemical 
processes, including perms, coloring, 
straightening, or relaxing treatments. 
Do not make drastic changes right be-
fore the the big night. Any modifi cations 
should be made a few months before the 
big night so you can get acclimated to 
your new hair and make any necessary 
adjustments.

5. Take care of your hair so that it 
is healthy. Stick to a regular hair 

maintenance schedule, including trims 
every four to six weeks, so your locks 
look healthy on party night. Depend-
ing on your hair texture, a stylist may 

recommend deep-conditioning treat-
ments. Always be gentle with your hair, 
avoiding tugging or harsh brushing 
while it is wet, as such treatment can 
lead to breakage.

6. Practice, practice, practice if 
you are going it alone. Make 

several trial runs if you plan to do your 
own hair, asking a friend or family 
member for help if you have diffi  culty 
working on your own hair.

7. Don’t go crazy cleaning your 
hair. Oftentimes, complicated 

styles are more easily achieved with 
slightly “dirty” hair. Do not wash your 
hair the day of the party; do so the day 
before so your hair has more grip and 
will be less likely to slip out of pins or 
other hair accessories on the big day. 
Adding a little texturizer or pomade to 
hair can thicken it up and give it more 
hold as well.

8. Have a backup plan at the 
ready. A backup plan covers you if 

your hair simply isn’t cooperating or if 
the weather is not conducive to the style 
you selected. A sleek chignon or a messy 
French twist can reign in problem hair.

9. Call the salon before you leave 
the house to ensure the stylist 

is running on time. Call ahead so you 
aren’t left twiddling your thumbs as you 
wait for a tardy stylist at the salon. In 
addition, wear a shirt that can be re-
moved easily without disrupting your 
newly styled hair as you change into 
your dress.

10. Don’t forget hair accesso-
ries. Ask your stylist to rec-

ommend any accessories you may need 
to keep your hair looking great through 
the night and don’t forget them at 
home.

11. Keep your makeup artist in 
the loop. If a makeup artist 

will be doing your makeup, be sure he or 
she is brought up to speed on your party 
night hairstyle and the type of dress you 
will be wearing.

Prom night and your Sweet 16 are 
chances for teens to add some glamour 
to their lives. Hairstyles are a big part 
of the fi nished look, so consideration 
should be given to styles and the work 
necessary to keep hair looking great 
through the night.  
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il FORNETTO RISTORANTE & CATERING
2902 Emmons Ave. • Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn 

(Btwn Nostrand Ave. & E.29th St.)
(718) 332-8494

ilForne� oRestaurant.com

Inquire about our
Unique Sweet 16 packages

s o t t o 1 3 . c o m

celebrate your event

|
|

follow us @sotto13nyc

Rehearsal Dinners 

Festive Cocktail Receptions 

Engagement Parties 

Bridal Showers

Wedding Receptions

Contact Us Now  
For Date Availability & Details

SOCIAL BRUNCH PARTY
Our all-inclusive, popular brunch is rated one of 
the best in NYC and memory making experience.

DINNER EVENTS
Group dining packages available for  

intimate parties or groups up to 75 ppl.  
The perfect environment to celebrate.
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Let us make your Wedding, Prom, Sweet 16, Quinceañera, or Bat Mitzvah 
“the” glamour event, by outfi tting your entire party

Now Featuring Tuxedo Rentals, Christening, and Communion too!

Woodbridge Center 
Upper Level, JCPenney Wing, Woodbridge, NJ 07095

(732) 750-1174

Staten Island Mall
Upper Level, Primark Wing, Staten Island, NY 10314

 (718) 370-2984

Featuring styles from these manufacturers, and more:

We register every dress we sell! 

Christening/Communion

www.angelaandalison.com

www.ashleylauren.com

www.bonny.com
www.colorsdress.com

www.clarisse.us

www.elliewilde.com
www.helensheart.com
www.houseofwu.com

www.karishmacreations.com

www.lafemmefashion.com
www.luccilu.com

www.marysbridal.com
www.milanoformals.com
www.moncheribridals.com

www.morilee.com
www.ninacanacci.com
www.rachelallan.com

www.seancollection.com
www.sherrihill.net

www.teranicouture.com
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 03/02/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#3480242k miles, Stk#723132

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288$24,900
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,995$22,995
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M3903513k miles, Stk#M39051

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543
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'15 DODGE DURANGO'16 CLA 250
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Parents, teachers, community 
leaders and youth were at the foot-
steps of Tweed Courthouse in City 
Hall last week protesting the clo-
sure and conjoiining of 19 schools in 
Queens, Manhattan, Brooklyn and 
the Bronx.

Nine of the schools shutting 
down are renewal schools, includ-
ing two Far Rockaway schools in 
District 27: the Brian Piccolo Mid-
dle School (MS 53) and the Robert 
Vernam School (PS/MS 42), accord-
ing to Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña in December. 

Piccolo is located at 10-45 Naemoke 
St. in Far Rockaway and Vernam is 
at 488 Beach 66th St. in Arverne.

The dozens of protesters at Tweed 
on Tuesday, Feb. 21, called the school 
closures a violation of their civil 
rights and pointed out that the institu-
tions being closed were mostly made 
up of black and Latino students. 

“Chancellor Carmen Fariña acts 
without regard to the civil right vic-
tories of the last half century, without 
regard for the educational well-being 
of the community,” said Dr. Galloway, 
a fifth-grade teacher at PS 42.

Parents and teachers were frus-
trated with Mayor Bill de Blasio, who 
they quoted as once saying “closing a 
school is a panacea” when he was cam-
paigning for his first bid as mayor. 

The mayor, however, also said 
that closing a school was a “last re-
sort,” according to chalkbeat.org, an 
education news site. 

De Blasio initially invested $150 
million into the renewal school pro-
gram to help 94 struggling institu-
tions transform, but the agenda has 
seen mixed results. 

Despite the two Far Rockaway 
schools facing closure, four other 
institutions in Queens had steady 
enough gains to be placed in the Rise 
School Program, according to the 
DOE. These schools along with 17 
others met 67 percent of their bench-
mark in improving test scores, at-
tendance, and college readiness, and 
will receive fewer renewal resources 
going forward.

The Pan American Internation-
al High School (Elmhurst), Ocean 
School Elementary (Far Rockaway), 
Richard S. Grossley Junior High 
School (Jamaica) and John Adams 
High School (Ozone Park) are the 
four Rise Schools in the borough, ac-
cording to the DOE.

“The decision to close a school 
is made in close consultation with 
the superintendent and is based on 
multiple measures,” said Michael 
Aciman, a spokesman of the DOE. 

“These proposals were issued with 
the best interests of the students in 
mind and we believe students will be 
better served at a higher-performing 
school next year.”

The educators who were protest-
ing, however, felt that the schools 
under the renewal program that are 
closing were not given enough time 
to demonstrate improvement. 

Earlier this month representa-
tives of PS/MS 42 said they reached 
five out of the seven target goals for 
improvement. 

The school managed to incre-
mentally increase its math and 
ELA scores by 10.5 points, received 
an 86-percent score for rigorous in-
struction, and clocked a 97.3-percent 
teacher-attendance score from the 
DOE, according to a Feb. 13 press re-
lease, which noted the Far Rockaway 
school’s effective leadership and col-
laborative teachers.

According to teachers at the pro-
test, education reform initiatives 
take around five years to show any 
marked change. 

In a Feb. 15 letter, Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz stood with 
PS/MS 42 in its opposition and urged 
Fariña to withdraw the proposal to 
close the school, which she said made 
“great strides to improve as part of 
the Renewal Schools Program.”

A New York City Panel for Educa-
tional Panel was scheduled to vote on 
the closure this week. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Protesters rally to support 
Far Rockaway schools

Teachers, parents, and students protested 
the impending closure of their schools on 
the steps of City Hall.
                  Courtesy of Angelica Otero
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THE CLUB HOUSE
25-32 168TH STREET (LOWER LEVEL)

Where long-time memories and lifetime friendships begin.

The League that feels all children should be playing and having fun
We accept ages 4 through 17 We also offer girls softball

To register your child from the comfort of your home, visit

BAYSIDELITTLELEAGUE.COM
To register at the Club House, visit our website for dates and times
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Rain, rain and more rain this winter takes its toll on Northern Boulevard and 147th St. in the heart of Flushing, where the 
roadway collapsed after the underpinning was washed away.  Photo by Nicholas Biondo

Christ the King’s boys basketball coach Joseph Arbitello 
was named the Catholic High School Athletic Association’s 
Coach of the Year. He most recently guided the team to a 56-
54 victory over Archbishop Molloy in the Brooklyn-Queens 
championship tilt.  Photo courtesy of Christ the King

At Fort Totten, the Bayside Historical Society swings its annual winter jazz brunch featuring the Carl Bartlett Jr. Quartet.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Another sign the latest school shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Florida is different: flowers are starting to 
show up in Queens parks with messages of sympathy.  Twitter

The LaGuardia Airport renovation may cause a mess for 
drivers, but Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (c.) found a silver-
lining. Engineering students from Yeshiva University High 
School for Girls in Hollis are on site learning how it’s done.  

Twitter

Cheers and applause greet Deputy Chief Kristel Johnson, the No. 2 ranking officer in Patrol Borough Queens South, as 
she ends her final shift — a walkout, as they call it in the department — ending a 32-year career in the NYPD.    

Photo by Nat Valentine
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

9:45 am
What to do now to protect your 
family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the benefi ts 
and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Closing the NYC mobility gap

1:30 pm 
Taking charge: Know your 
healthcare options and how to 
access them at every stage of life

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S

Sunday, March 11th

9:30am – 2pm
New Larger Location!
QUEENS COLLEGE
FITZGERALD GYM
Reeves Ave. Entrance at 153rd St., Flushing, NY 11367
(Just south of the LIE between Main St.Exit 23 and Kissena Blvd. Exit 24)
For GPS directions enter 153rd St. and Reeves Ave., Queens, NY

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and 
more than 50 vendor booths 
showcasing a variety of 
facilities, products and services 
such as assisted living, home 
care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, 
adult day care, audiology, 
elder care options, community 
wellness initiatives, and more.

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE  Parking
FREE Lunch if you register by March 8th
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Longtime Long Island City-
based business owner Helen Uff-
ner loves all things vintage, with 
a collection that began from a 
young age.

“I would save my babysitting 
money and go to auctions on Sat-
urdays and buy whatever tickled 
me that I could afford,” Uffner 
said. “From a young age I always 
scoured thrift shops and became 
entranced with antique clothing 

and the spectacular handwork that 
went into making these pieces. It 
never occurred to me to wear the 
items I collected – I regarded them 
as works of art.” 

So, who is this stylish New 
Yorker?  Uffner owns the only vin-
tage clothing rental company in 
Queens. In fact, Helen Uffner Vin-
tage Clothing happens to be the old-
est and largest of its kind in New 
York City, and this year, they’re 
celebrating 40 years in business.

Since 1978, her successful busi-
ness has been the go-to source for 
numerous clients — costume de-
signers, stylists, photographers, 
artists, and fashion designers — 
who come from the world of film 
(“Out of Africa” to “The Greatest 
Showman”); television (“Board-

walk Empire” to “The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel”); theater (“The Color 
Purple” to “War Paint”) as well as 
opera, ballet, publishing, advertis-
ing and art.

But the business’ 40-year mile-
stone has been bittersweet for its 
frustrated owner.

Due to Long Island City’s 
changing landscape and whopping 
rents, Uffner has had no choice 
but to search elsewhere for a new 
space to house her massive collec-
tion, which lives in a 6,300 square 
foot loft located at 30-10 41st Ave. 
Though she has faced many chal-
lenges in recent years, Uffner said 
she isn’t giving up hope. 

“Production costume budgets 
have been getting more and more 
prohibitive and design compa-

nies have been slicing their re-
search budgets too, so it becomes 
harder to remain comfortably 
solvent,” she said. “Our value is 
in our inventory, whose value 
rises yearly, as it becomes more 
and more rare. On the other end, 
rents have risen tremendously, 
so costume businesses are being 
squeezed at both ends.”

Her rent recently went up 25 
percent. 

Despite her hectic schedule, 
which has included quick fittings 
for an emergency scene recently 
shot for the new Martin Scorsese 
film “The Irishman,” as well as 
ongoing appointments to look at 
potential spaces, she took the time 
to talk about her recent projects.

One of a kind
Helen Uffner Vintage 
Clothing in LIC needs 

a new home

Continued on Page 58

Uffner's beautifully preserved vintage 
offerings consist of thousands of au-
thentic items from bygone eras, rang-
ing from the 1860s through the 1980s. 
 Photo by Luis Zapata
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Answers in Sports

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Imagine a mind-
blowing musical tableau 
featuring an unexpected 
mix of classical music 
juxtaposed against a 
canvas of expressionistic 
dance moves. What would 
that look and sound like? 
You can bet the end re-
sult will be nothing short 
of mesmerizing.  

M a n h a t t a n - b a s e d 
dance group RIOULT 
Dance NY has become 
Queens’ newest of its 
kind. The popular troupe 
will be returning to the 
Queens Theatre stage for 
a limited run this week-
end – before officially 
calling the World’s Bor-
ough home, when they 
move to their new loca-
tion in Astoria this sum-
mer.

Whatever your taste 
in music and dance, 
you shouldn’t miss 
this eclectic program, 
featuring founder and 
artistic director Pas-
cal Rioult’s sensual, ar-
ticulate and exquisitely 

musical works.
“We are thrilled to 

have the opportunity to 
present RIOULT NY at 
such an exciting time for 
the company as they open 
their new center in Asto-
ria,” Queens Theatre Ex-
ecutive Director Taryn 
Sacramone said. “The 
fact that this extraordi-
nary company is mak-
ing its home in Queens is 

something to celebrate. 
This is an opportunity 
for people in the com-
munity to see the work of 
their new neighbors.”

A very spiritual piece, 
the first offering in 
Rioult’s “triple threat” 
repertoire is performed 
to the sounds of Estonian 
composer Pärt, whose 
classical and religious 
music is inspired at times 

by Gregorian chant. 
“Te Deum,” one of 

Rioult’s earliest works 
that has stood the test of 
time, is based on the jour-
ney of a man at the cross-
roads of two careers. It’s 
a personal story. “When I 
finished my career, I em-
barked on a new one, not 
knowing what that was 
and where that would 
take me,” he said. “The 

central character is a 
man, who has to let go of 
his young self... a dancer. 
And that’s why there’s a 
beautiful and touching 
duet between two men: 
the older self and the 
younger self, as a chore-
ographer and artistic di-
rector for many years. It 
is a journey in a spiritual 
sense.”

The second work pro-

vides the audience with 
a different, darker expe-
rience. Titled “Wien,” 
which means Vienna 
in German, it brings to 
life an image of a decay-
ing society that remains 
eerily relevant today. 
A very strong modern 
dance expressionistic 
piece inspired by events 
that happened in Vienna 
right before World War II 
and the rise of Nazism, it 
is performed to the music 
of Ravel (who is prob-
ably most famous for his 
Boléro). This interpreta-
tive dance depicts a group 
of people who are sucked 
into that whirlpool of vio-
lence against each other, 
which was prevalent 
worldwide at the time, 
according to Rioult. 

“It is very powerful 
and disturbing at the 
same time, and very ex-
citing,” said the artistic 
director, who founded 
his dance troupe in 1994. 
Ranging from joyfully en-
ergetic to breathtakingly 
tragic, Tchaikovsky’s 

RIOULT Dance NY returns to Queens Theatre

RIOULT Dance NY returns to the Queens Theatre stage this weekend for a limited run. Photo by Eric Bandiero

Continued on Page 54
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

BY MERLE EXIT
 
Theatre By The Bay 

will celebrate its 15th 
anniversary with a pro-
duction of the roman-
tic comedy “Beau Jest” 
from new artistic direc-
tor Cathy Chimenti.

Chimenti is new to 
staff, having joined af-
ter one of the directors 
retired about a year and 
a half ago. One of her re-
sponsibilities and goals 
as artistic director is 
making sure many of the 
technical aspects of the 
productions are taken 
care of.

“Knowing a great 
many people in the the-
atre, people from the 
outside are willing to of-
fer assistance that may 
include props and cos-
tumes,” she said.

Chimenti said that 
with lack of publicity 
that the theatre receives, 
she wanted to draw audi-
ences that include people 
outside Queens, which 
led to a new production. 
She reached out to Pa-

trice Valenti to serve as 
a guest director after 
working with her as an 
actress in the company 
last year and with that, 
“Beau Jest” was born.

“We’re thrilled to 
have Patrice making her 
directorial debut on our 
stage with this produc-

tion of ‘Beau Jest,’” Chi-
menti said. 

“Beau Jest” revolves 
around Sarah, a “nice 
Jewish girl” whose par-
ents want her married 
to a “nice Jewish boy.” 
They are about to meet 
her boyfriend, a WASP 
executive named Chris 

Kringle, although Sarah 
tells them that he is a 
Jewish Doctor.

She plans a dinner 
party and employs an 
escort service to send 
her a Jewish date to play 
“Dr. Steinberg.” Instead, 
they send Bob Schroeder, 
an aspiring actor who 

agrees to perform the 
impersonation. Bob is so 
convincing that Sarah’s 
parents are enraptured. 
Will Sarah stay with 
Chris, or fall for Bob?

Valenti selected Nili 
Resnick to portraying 
the main character, Sar-
ah Goldman. She said 
it was an easy choice to 
make. 

“As soon as she 
walked into the waiting 
area I heard her voice 
and realized the vision I 
had in my head,” Valenti 
said. “When she audi-
tioned, I knew that she fit 
the role as well as having 
a personality that fit the 
stage.” 

Valenti made another 
easy casting choice, se-
lecting  Kyle T. Cheng to 
portray Chris Kringle.

“He just blew me 
away with his presence 
on stage that just takes 
command,” she said.

Stephen Kalogeres 
plays his romantic ri-
val, Bob Schroeder, and 
brings a  “lovely inno-
cence” to the character, 

Valenti said.
Valenti said her ex-

perience as an actress 
played a huge role in 
how she directed the 
production.

“I’m now partial and 
sensitive to actors’ needs 
and believe that it is al-
ways good to know both 
sides of a performance,” 
Valenti said.

“Beau Jest” opens 
Sunday afternoon with a 
4 p.m. show. The produc-
tion will be on stage on 
Saturday, March 10, and 
March 17, at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday March 11, and 
March 18 at 3 p.m. 

The show will be held 
at Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, located 
at 13-00 209th St., in Bay-
side.

Tickets are available 
for $22 for adults and $20 
for seniors ages 62 and 
over and children ages 
12 and under. 

For more informa-
tion or to purchase your 
seats, call  (718) 428-6363, 
or visit   theatrebythe-
bayny.com . 

Theatre By The Bay brings 'Beau Jest' to the stage

From l.-r.: Kyle T. Cheng as Chris, Robert Gold as Joel and Stephen Kalogeres as Bob in a 
scene from Theatre By The Bay's production of "Beau Jest." Courtesy of Theatre by the Bay
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

March 2-8, 2018

By Ed Canty

Ritter & Others
Across
11. Test sites
5. "A ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
9. Bottle filler?
13. A little of a 
large lot?
14. Bigger than big
15. Bakery treat
16. Which came first ?
19. Storm area
20. Well-grounded 
birds?
21. Civics, e.g.
22. Ladder part
23. Algonquian Indian
24. Owns up to
27. Like some photos
31. "... ___ a good 
night!'
32. Dog biter
33. Italian monk
34. Post-Thanks-
giving meal
38. Fashion letters
39. Granny's other 
daughter
40. Slangy greetings
41. Mukluk material
44. Like bright nights
45. "Put ___ on it!"
46. Gouge or chisel
47. Breakfast 
beverage
50. A fish that nags?
51. A chilling idea?
54. Fonzie's do
57. Contents of 
some urns
58. It may get into 
a jamb

59. Itsy-bitsy bit
60. Cong. period
61. "A Death in the 
Family" author
62. Washington 
capital?

Down
1. Shoestring
2. Hurting
3. A French cheese
4. "Hold on a ___!"
5. All great 
crosswords have 
them
6. Accumulate,  
as a bill
7. Freudian topics
8. Always, in verse
9. Shots on lots
10. Broke ground?

11. Actress Swenson
12. Cribbage markers
15. Pumps and clogs
17. Whistler in the 
kitchen
18. Bad place for 
a frog
22. Jockey shirt 
material
23. Chin indentation
24. A.B.A. 
members
25. Drench
26. An ex of the 
Donald
27. Senator-astronaut
28. "Alas,..."
29. Certain 
computer message
30. Full of lip
32. Liquid
35. Washington city

36. Armed sea 
creatures?
37. Lab container
42. Potato pancakes
43. Tarts
44. "And what is 
-- as..."
46. California 
border lake
47. Modern info 
holders
48. "Great" English 
river
49. Academies: Abbr.
50. Dance for 
plumbers?
51. Bit of Windows 
dressing?
52. Adorable
53. Brief guesses?
55. "Apple cider" gal
56. Brazilian port
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LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SPECTACULAR
S A S S F L A T G M T
I G L O O L A V E T R I O
G R A N D J U R O R R A N T
H A W A I I D I S T A N C E

T U B A D E R I D E
L I G A M E N T R U N T
O R R S T O P S E E D S
C O A S T E R A S E T U P
I N N E R D O P E O A R

D E E D S U D D E N L Y
A F R A I D A G A R

T W O E D G E D E M B L E M
B A R S G R A N D P I A N O
A R K S E M I T S U M O S
R E S R A S H M A S T

FILM

Black Narcissus — This tale 
of a group of missionary 
nuns setting up a convent 
in the Himalayas and 
descending into hysteria 
is a towering, visually 
ravishing fi lm that features 

Oscar-winning Technicolor 
cinematography by the 
incomparable Jack Cardiff. 
When: Friday, March 2, at 7 
p.m. and Sunday, March 4, at 
6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15

Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Mary Poppins — The Banks 
children discover their new 
nanny is unlike any other, 
with her magical bag, an 
umbrella that helps her fl y, 
and beautiful singing. Mary 
Poppins takes the children 
on adventures, along with 
her friend Bert, and changes 
the lives of not just the 
children but the whole Banks 
family.
When: Saturday, March 3, at 
11 p.m. and 2 p.m.; Sunday, 
March 4, at 11 a.m.

Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/
 

EVENTS

Queens County St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade — 
This parade, complete with 
bagpipes, marching bands, 
and fi retrucks, begins at 
Newport Avenue and ends 
at Beach 130th Street in 
Rockaway Beach.

When: Saturday, March 3, 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Parade begins at 
Newport Avenue
Cost: Free
Contact: 
 queenscountyparade.org/
parade2018.html 

Women’s History Month 
Historic Women of Queens 
— Celebrate Women’s 
History Month with the 
Urban Park Rangers as they 
highlight the environmental 
activism efforts of Gertrude 
Waldeyer and other women 
signifi cant to Queens.
When: Sunday, March 4, 

from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Sunnyside St. Patrick’s 
Parade — Community 
groups, children’s bands 
and religious and Irish 
groups join the all-inclusive 
St. Pat’s for All parade.
When: Sunday, March 4, 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Parade begins at 
Skillman Avenue & 43rd 
Street
Cost: Free

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

captivating melodies and 
vivid orchestration seem 
to possess an enchanting 
power, especially when ac-
companied by an extraor-
dinary performance. 

Keeping in mind 
that the most popular 
Russian composer of all 
time forever changed 
the world of ballet with 
“Swan Lake” and “The 
Nutcracker”, it seems 
likely that the audience 
will appreciate Rioult’s 
choice of music and his 
unique mix of modern 
movement and classical 
vibes in this third piece, 
aptly named “Dream 
Suite.” The truly color-
ful work is inspired by 
the surreal world of art-
ist Marc Chagall and, 
according to its creator, 
is “full of whimsy and 
mystery.”

After the March 4 
matinee, theatre-goers 
are invited to stick 
around to toast RIOULT 
Dance NY’s move to a 
new second floor studio 
and performance space 
at 34-01 Steinway St. in 
Astoria. 

“Building a dance 
center is a longtime 
goal for us,” said Rioult, 
whose troupe will be 
transforming from its 
well-recognized dance 
company status in Man-
hattan to a friendly, 
c om mu n it y- or ient e d 
neighborhood dance 
school in Astoria, offer-
ing classes for kids from 
ages six and up.

Students will be 
given different types of 
dance instruction, in-
cluding some ballet, but 
mostly a form of mod-
ern dance. And at the 
end of the year, recitals 

for young dancers will 
take place at the theater. 
Rioult said teachers are 
already lined up and 
ready to go.

The newly construct-
ed Rioult Dance Center 
will boast five studios, 
which will be used by 
the dance community 
as rental spaces. One 
of these, the big studio, 
will transform into a 
110-seat black box the-
atre, fully equipped 
so that young chore-
ographers will also be 
able to rent space for 
their works. Part of the 
floor space will also be 
used by Rioult’s dance 
troupe, which will per-
form there as well. In 
addition, adult dancers 
can enjoy African, Indi-
an, and hip-hop classes, 
and even Zumba. 

“We’re in the process 
of building our own 
type of dance exercise 
for adults. At the core, 
we’re going to build 
a high level of profes-
sional dance training, 
mostly based on Ameri-
can modern dance,” 
said Rioult, who will 
take part in training 
new dancers to become 
professionals. The com-
pany also has an impor-
tant outreach program 
for schools, including 
after school programs 
here in Queens.

“We’re starting con-
struction this week 
and it’s very exciting,” 
Rioult said.

The dance center is 
scheduled to have its 
grand opening on or 
around July 1, as well 
as an open house; free 
classes will be offered 
then as well. Student 
dance classes should be 
filled by September, and 
performances will hope-
fully begin around De-

cember or January 2019,  
RIOULT Dance, which 

is made up of 10 dancers 
and 2 apprentices, will 
be moving to Queens 
for two reasons, accord-
ing to Rioult: “Because 
Manhattan has become 
too insane for artists to 
live and work in; it has 
become a place of mon-
ey. It’s the rents and the 
whole attitude,” he said. 
“Unless you do Broadway 
shows, it’s very hard to 
survive there. And most 
dancers live outside of 
Manhattan.”

He also wants to be a 
part of the Queens com-
munity.

“We felt since we’re 
starting a school apart 
from training profes-
sionals, in terms of 
reaching a new commu-
nity, we picked Astoria,” 
he noted. “The whole 
place is transforming, 
and we’ve been wel-
comed by the Kaufman 
Arts District. ... It’s go-
ing to be very vibrant 
and great for us to move 
into a new community 
and see how we can im-
merse ourselves into it 
and what we can give to 
it and build something 
new and exciting.” 

The new location is 
right across from the 
Steinway Street subway 
station and it will boast 
floor to ceiling win-
dows, so there will be a 
lot of natural light and 
passersby can see the 
dancers.  

Shows are set for 
Saturday, March 3, at 2 
p.m., and again at 8 p.m.; 
and Sunday, March 4, at 
3 p.m. Tickets range in 
price from $20-$42, and 
can be purchased by call-
ing the Queens Theatre 
Box Office at (718) 760-
0064, or visiting  www.
queenstheatre.org . 

Continued from Page 52 

RIOULT
Continued on Page 57
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
April 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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 Another awards sea-
son is winding down, 
capped off by Oscar’s big 
night this Sunday. 

In case you’re count-
ing, there have already 
been ceremonies for the 
Golden Globes, the Crit-
ics’ Choice, the Produc-
ers Guild of America, the 
Screen Actors Guild, the 
Grammys, BAFTA (the 
British Academy), and 
coming up on Saturday, 
the Independent Spirit 
Awards. 

Come springtime, the-
ater gets its chance with 
the Obies and the Tonys. 
How valid these awards 
are is open to question, 
perhaps not more than 
the hill of beans Bogart 
evoked in “Casablanca,” 
but they do generate pub-
licity and sell tickets.

Meanwhile, our local 
theater groups struggle 

to survive — basically 
operating in the dark, 
if not in the red. This 
column, approaching its 
11th anniversary, is dedi-
cated to shining light on 
these valuable but under-
appreciated companies. 
We welcome their input 
and news of their activi-
ties.

Theatre By The 

Bay in Bayside, reju-
venated under its new 
Artistic Director Cathy 

Chimenti, celebrates its 
15th anniversary with 
the romantic comedy 
“Beau Jest” for five per-
formances starting on 
Sunday. There are just 
two more chances to see 
The Parkside Players’ 

(Forest Hills) production 
of the Agatha Christie 
comedy-thriller “Spider’s 
Web,” on Friday and Sat-
urday — but if you want 
to audition for its next 
one, the farce “Boeing, 
Boeing,” try your luck on 
March 11 or 14.

One of the more pro-
lific groups, the Rock-

away Theatre Compa-

ny (Fort Tilden), offers 
the hit comedy “Lovers 
& Other Strangers” for 
three weekends in May, 
so plan on making your 
way to the beach. Royal 

Star Theatre (Jamaica 
Estates) has the musical 
comedy “The Wedding 
Singer” coming up April 
27–May 5, while Mag-

gie’s Little Theater in 
Middle Village will be 
holding auditions for 
the musical “Man of La 

Mancha” on March 7, 9 
and 11.

Speaking of musicals, 
for you theatre buffs, it 
was 75 years ago that 
“Oklahoma!” opened on 
Broadway, for the first 
time integrating book, 
songs and dance, and 
kicking off the golden age 
of great musical theater.

Dramatic play read-
ings are offered by the 

Lantern Theatre, main-
ly in libraries on Long 

Island, but they are look-
ing for organizations in 
Queens that can afford to 
pay for some entertain-
ment. These plays are 
fully acted and staged, 
but the actors keep book 
in hand.

Taking over from 
Deb’s Web, now that Deb-

bie Starker has retired 
her weekly newsletter af-
ter 17 years, is the Long 
Island Community The-
atre Cooperative. LICTC 

was founded last Sep-
tember by Kate Lenzo, 
providing a central site 
for audition notices and 
show announcements. 
Another resource con-
tinues to be SpotlightOn-
Stage, headed by Char-

lene Greenberg. For 
those of you who would 
like some fun on stage, 
regardless of experience 
or training, Jeanna de 

Waal whom I profiled 
last year, is still running 
Broadway Weekends, a 
musical theater camp for 
adults. Her next event, 
led by working Broad-
way professionals, takes 
place over Mother’s Day 
weekend, May 12 and 13 
and this time includes 
teenagers.  More info: 
 w w w.broadway we ek-
ends.com .

Again, if you or your 
theater group are looking 
for some coverage in The 
Play’s The Thing, drop 
me a line. I look forward 
to hearing from you.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at rbhofc@gmail.com.

Give some love to local theater
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

The Parkside Players' production of Agatha Christie's "Black Coffee" runs through March 4.
 Courtesy of the Parkside Players

RIOULT DANCE NY
March 3-4, 2018
RIOULT Dance NY returns to Queens Theatre with the sensual, 
articulate and exquisitely musical works of Pascal Rioult. Rioult and his 
outstanding company of dancers have made their mark on both the NYC 
and international dance scenes. 

Saturday, Mar 3, 2018 at 2pm & 8pm
Sunday, Mar 4, 2018 at 3pm

Following the Sunday performance, join Pascal Rioult and 
his dancers for a free reception in the lobby celebrating the 
Company’s new home in Queens. Be among the first to welcome this 
internationally acclaimed dance company to the community.

TICKETS FROM $20

THE MOUNTAINTOP
by Katori Hall

March 10-11, 2018
On the evening of April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated 
outside room 306 of The Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The Mountaintop 
imagines what may have transpired in the overnight hours between the 
legendary civil rights leader and a seemingly inconsequential hotel maid, 
giving us a glimpse into the human side of Martin Luther King Jr. in this 
Olivier Award winning play by Katori Hall in a new production from L.A. 
Theatre Works.

Saturday, Mar 10, 2018 at 2pm
Saturday, Mar 10, 2018 at 8pm

Sunday, Mar 11, 2018 at 3pm

Call: 718-760-0064 
Click: www.queenstheatre.org

14 United Nations Avenue South · Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Free Parking · Free Subway Shuttle from Mets Willets Point
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BY MERLE EXIT
 
Friends of Maple 

Grove Cemetery will 
be presenting a piano 
concert and talk on Sat-
urday, March 3. It’s a 
concert of romantic clas-
sical and modern music 
performed by Grammy-
nominated master pia-
nist and modern music 
specialist David Holz-
man, who will also share 
stories of his career as 
a hearing-impaired mu-
sician. This event coin-
cides with World Hear-
ing Day.

The cemetery actual-
ly has some very famous 
classical musicians “in 
residence.” 

“We have a strong 
connection to the world 
of classical music with 
Josef (1874–1944) and 
Rosina Lhevinne (1880–
1976) buried at Maple 
Grove,” said Helen Day, 
Friends of Maple Grove 
Cemetery Senior Vice 
President. “They were 
both world class pia-
nists and prize-winning 
students from the Mos-
cow Conservatory who 

performed around the 
world and taught at the 
Juilliard School after 
moving to New York City 
in 1919. They lived in 
Kew Gardens for many 
years, and Rosina taught 
a number of contempo-
rary pianists such as 
Van Cliburn and John 
Williams. We honor 
their memory each year 
with one or more classi-
cal concerts.”

Holzman is Professor 
of Piano at the C. W. Post 
Center of Long Island 
University. He became 
known to Maple Grove 
through other perform-
ers that have had con-
certs at the cemetery, ac-
cording to Day. 

“David was one of 
many performers at our 
Winter Waltz concert 
on Feb. 10,” Day said. 
“He received a Grammy 
nomination in 2002 and 
won the Indie Award in 
2003 for best classical 
album, both for ‘Stefan 
Wolpe: Compositions for 
Piano (Bridge)’.  At the 
March 13 performance, 
David will perform sev-
eral Classical/Romantic 

pieces and a short 20th-
century piece by Wolpe.”

Holzman will be 
playing short pieces of 
Brahms written when he 
struggled with hearing 
aids, as well as “Bland,” 
a virtuoso piece that he 
is recording at the event, 
and “Messiaen,” a reli-
gious piece. 

Holzman will speak 
in between the pieces 
about having a cochlear 
implant in one ear and a 
hearing aide in the other. 
On World Hearing Day 
2018, the World Health 
Organization aims to 
draw attention to the rise 
in the number of people 
with hearing loss across 
the world with the theme 
“Hear the future.”

A wine and cheese 
reception will follow the 
concert, which is sched-
uled for 4–5:30 p.m. at the 
Center of Maple Grove 
Cemetery, located at 127-
15 Kew Gardens Rd. in 
Kew Gardens.  Admis-
sion is free to those that 
RSVP to info@friendsof-
maplegrove.org.  Other-
wise, there is a $5 fee for 
walk-in attendees.  

Grammy-nominated pianist 
to perform at Friends of Maple 

Grove Cemetery concert

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

Grammy-nominated master pianist David Holzman is coming to Queens to perform at the 
Center of Maple Grove Cemetery. Courtesy of Maple Grove Cemetery

Gypsy — Loosely based 
on the 1957 memoirs of 
Gypsy Rose Lee, “Gypsy” 
revolves around the 
famous striptease artist 
and her mother, Rose, a 
“backstage mom.”
When: Friday, March 2, at 7 
p.m.; Saturday, March 3, at 
2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $20 at the door; $18 
advance purchase
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Beau Jest — Theatre By 
The Bay presents a Jewish 
“Meet the Parents,” 
with universal appeal, 
to celebrate its 15th 
anniversary. 
When: Sunday, March 4, 
at 3 p.m.
Where: Bay Terrace 
Garden Jewish Center
Cost: $22 for adults; $20 
for seniors 62 and over 
and children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.bayterrace.
org/theatre-by-the-bay

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is 

off her rocker. All she 
can think about is her 
latest scheme to become 
a ballerina. Her mom 
and dad, Queen Patience 
and King Loadsadough, 
want her to focus on her 
princess duties. Luckily, 
her four maids, the 
Chancellor and Lady-
in-Waiting are on hand 
to help make her dream 
come true. 
When: Saturday, March 10, 
at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 
for children; $40 for family 
four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Contact:  www.stpatsforall.
org 

Irish Music Festival — 
Come out for the sixth 
Annual Irish Music Festival 
for live music, food and 
drinks.

When: Sunday, March 4, at 
3 p.m.
Where: Queens Boulevard 
in Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-6680

Monthly Jazz Jam — Held 
on the fi rst Wednesday of 
every month. Jazz Jams 
are a fun way to hone your 
skills and jam with your 
peers. The house band is 

led by saxophonist Carol 
Sudhalter. All are welcome 
regardless of instrument. 
Don’t play? Come listen.
When: Wednesday, March 7, 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10 (free for 
members, students, and 
jamming musicians)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222

Continued from Page 54 

Arts
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“I got involved with 
the Scorsese film because 
I’ve worked with Acad-
emy Award-winning 
costume designer Sandy 
Powell (“The Aviator” 
and the upcoming “Mary 
Poppins Returns”) many 
times... so when this pe-
riod feature came along, 
her team called. It’s hard 
to believe, but we have 
been working on this 
film since August and 
they still drop by weekly 
for last minute items,” 
Uffner said.

Currently, Team Uff-
ner is working on several 
other films for Netflix as 
well a few other television 
series, with everything 
from “Saturday Night 
Live” to Ryan Murphy’s 
upcoming “Pose.” They’re 
also very active in the the-
ater scene from New York 
City to Rochester and 
also work with magazine 
shoots and editorials.

Uffner has legacy 
of dressing the stars, 
including the likes of 
Tom Hanks in “Bridge 
of Spies,” to Beyonce in 

“Cadillac Record,” Oprah 
and Whoopi Goldberg in 
“The Color Purple” and 
Meryl Streep in “Out of 
Africa.” 

How does one build 
connections in the enter-
tainment industry?

In Uffner’s case, it 
was knowing the right 
person.

“A friend with a SoHo 
vintage boutique was ap-

proached by Woody Al-
len’s costume designer, 
who was looking for 
1920s clothing for the 
film ‘Zelig.’ My friend 
sent the costume team to 
my apartment, where I 
had one clothing rack full 
of 1920s clothing. They 
bought everything,” says 
Uffner, who recalls hav-
ing an aha! moment after 
feeling saddened that she 

had to start her collec-
tion all over again. 

The budding entrepre-
neur went from working 
out of her apartment and 
storing 600 cartons of her 
burgeoning collections 
in 11 warehouse spaces, 
to finally moving every-
thing to a loft on Manhat-
tan’s West 37th Street. 
After 10 years there, 
the building was sold to 
developers and was go-
ing to be torn down, so 
she scrambled to find a 
new home and finally 
found her current space 
at Queens Plaza in Long 
Island City over 10 years 
ago. The rest is history. 

Uffner’s remarkable 
collection — which is not 
open to the public — is 
a treasure trove of one-
of-a-kind vintage gems. 
Each item seems to tell 
a story about the past. 
And unlike today, fash-
ion mostly dictated what 
people wore over many 
decades.

In her search for a new 
home for her veritable 
vintage museum, she has 
been looking in Queens, 
the Bronx, and beyond.

“The problem is that 
costume designers travel 
mostly by subway, so my 

business has to be close 
to public transportation 
and Broadway. When 
running around for cos-
tumes, fabric and trim, 
designers can’t take over 
an hour each way plus a 
half mile walk to travel to 
Brooklyn, for example, to 
pick up items they need, 
and carry garment bags 
and shopping bags such 
distances easily. Time is 
money,” Uffner said.

She said the costume 
designer industry has 
been “tremendously 
helpful, posting pleas for 
help for me in union pa-
pers and Facebook trade 
groups, asking each oth-
er for any leads for space 
for me. No-one wants me 
to close. New York pro-
ductions need me to re-
main open for business 
to serve productions 
here, though we also ser-
vice productions across 
the country and abroad.”

So, what does the fu-
ture hold for Uffner’s 
empire?

“For my business, 
I don’t know. I am con-
sidering all options, but 
may result in the col-
lection being shipped to 
the west coast or being 
bought and auctioned or 

sold off... and that would 
be a sad ending to my 40 
years-worth of collect-
ing,” she said. 

It’s important to Uff-
ner that her business 
remain here on the east 
coast where she still 
hopes to find an afford-
able space or a local op-
portunity.

“The entertainment 
industry in New York 
City is booming — the 
city boasts billions being 
brought in by produc-
tions, but without the an-
cillary costume industry 
businesses, the emperor 
will literally have no 
clothes,” she said. “New 
York needs a costume 
rental house. We have 
lost more than a dozen 
costume companies in 
less than a dozen years, 
primarily because rental 
prices are so prohibitive. 
Our industry, which 
includes rental houses, 
costume makers, milli-
ners, dyers, pleaters, fab-
ric stores, undergarment 
sources, trim stores and 
shoemakers will soon 
disappear. Los Angeles 
has a plethora of costume 
houses, New York might 
soon have none. That is 
outrageous.”

Continued from Page 51 

Uffner

Celebrating 40 years in business, Long Island City based 
Helen Uffner Vintage Clothing — the largest and oldest in 
New York City — is seeking a new home. 
 Photo by Luis Zapata
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CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor 

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363

Herb Grilled Vegetables/ Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Peppers
Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata

Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella
Olive Medley / Bruschetta

Fresh Garden Salad
Market Greens / Cucumbers / Tomato / Balsamic

Hot Dinner Rolls & Butter

Slow Roasted Prime Rib ~ Rosemary ’au jus‘
Smoked Country Ham ~ Dijon / Honey Glaze

Slow Braised Lamb Stew —Chianti / Thyme / Root Vegetables
Chicken ‘Valdaosta’ — Fontina / Prosciutto / Rosemary

Shrimp Stuffed Sea Bass — Citrus / Scallions / Vino Bianco
Crisp Fried Calamari — Spicy Marinara

Rigatoni ‘Boscaiola’ — Mushrooms / Peppers / Pomodoro
Cavatelli ‘Barese’ — Broccoli Rabe / Sausage / Roast Garlic

Baked Eggplant Rollatini — Mozzarella / Ricotta /Tomato
Spring Vegetable Medley

 

Sweet Onion Mashed / in Martini Glass
Fixins’: Cheese / Bacon/ Chives/Sour Cream /Corn

Warm Housemade Waffles — Berry Compote / Nutella
Pastries / Cookies / Cannolis / Fresh Fruit / Lemon Chiffon Cake

Chocolate Fondue - Dips - Marshmallows - pretzels - Strawberries

Adults: $55.00 per person + sales tax

Children (12 yrs and under) $30.00 per child +sales tax

Buona Pasqua!!

DOUGLASTON MANOR
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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the homemade explosive device 
strapped to his torso, police 
said.

“The ability to detect con-
cealed explosives worn by cow-
ards looking to do us harm de-
mands the federal government 
continue to put both the test-
ing and the perfecting of this 
technology on the fast-track,” 
Schumer continued. “America’s 
busiest cities, like New York, 
are the places where these de-

vices will save lives, and if they 
work as well as touted, we must 
pursue an expedited seal of ap-
proval that gives all of us an-
other layer of security to fend 
off would be lone wolf terror. 
As the threats we face evolve 
our preparedness and response 
must evolve as well to remain a 
step ahead of evil doers.”

Ullah faces a variety of ter-
ror charges, including criminal 
possession of a weapon, support-
ing an act of terrorism and mak-
ing a terroristic threat, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

Penn Station serves as a 
critical transfer point for many 

Queens residents who commute 
to the Manhattan via the Long 
Island Rail Road.

One victim of the December 
attack, Veronica Chavez from 
Corona, escaped the attack to 
be treated for minor injuries at 
Mount Sinai West.

“There was smoke every-
where and debris falling,” 
Chavez told the Daily News 
following the experience. “My 
ears were ringing. They haven’t 
stopped ringing. All I kept think-
ing is, I want to see my children 
again. If something happened to 
me, who will care for them?”

collision sites, and racing to 
the incident location to secure 
jobs ahead of competitors and 
before a responding NYPD of-
ficer could summon a  company 
from the Direct Accident Re-
sponse Program to the scene, 
Vance said. 

Vance alleged that Stein-
inger hired three Queens 
brothers — Angelo Mazzio, 53, 
Salvatore Mazzio, 40, and 49-
year-old Michael Mazzio — to 
control permits for towing op-
erations along multiple high-
ways though out the boroughs. 

The indictments are the re-
sult of a long-term, joint investi-
gation into illegal conduct and 
fraud in the towing industry by 

the Manhattan District Attor-
ney’s Office’s Rackets Bureau, 
NYPD Criminal Enterprise In-
vestigations Section, and DOI. 

Steininger and other defen-
dants face money laundering, 
conspiracy and enterprise cor-
ruption charges. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

The report added that the 
revitalization of neighbor-
hoods throughout the city 
have contributed to strong 
job growth, with 10 neigh-
borhoods that had growth 
that exceeded 40 percent, 
including the Queens neigh-
borhoods of Bay Ridge, How-
ard Beach and South Ozone 
Park. No neighborhood in 
the city lost jobs between 
2009 and 2017.

The unemployment rate 
in the city hit its peak  in Oc-
tober 2009 during the Great 
Recession, rising to 10.2 per-
cent. In March 2017, the un-
employment rate reached its 
lowest level in 41 years down 
to just 4 percent. The report 
said since March, it rose 
slightly to 4.3 percent in De-

cember 2017 due to more peo-
ple entering the work force, 
encouraged by the strong 
economy.

The report also noted 
that the 2017 unemployment 
rate for African-Americans 
in the city was 5.6 percent 
and 5.9 percent for Hispan-
ics, higher than for the 3.1 
percent unemployment 
rate for whites and 3.7 per-
cent for Asians. Despite the 
city’s unemployment rate for 
African-Americans being 
significantly lower than the 
7.7 percent national average, 
the unemployment rate for 
Hispanics was moderately 
higher than the 5.1 percent 
national average, the report 
said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

percent of its funds from 
Albany, 40 percent from the 
city and 10 percent from 
federal coffers.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) issued a 
letter to Cuomo asking his 
administration to cooper-
ate with Haskell and ACS 
in their needs.

“The current reimburse-
ment system has contribut-
ed to lower child protective 
case loads and a decrease 
in juvenile justice detection 
and placements,” Peralta 
said. ‘The proposed $320 
million cap runs counter to 
our shared goal of keeping 
children out of the foster 
care and the juvenile jus-
tice system. When the state 
has implemented caps in 
the past, New York City fos-
ter care placements spiked. 
In 2017, there were 157 more 
placements than there were 
in 2016. This is not the time 
to cut off the very funding 
that can prevent more chil-
dren from being institu-
tionalized.”

The Budget 
Budget Director Robert 

Mujica claimed the gover-
nor’s budget was in line 

with years prior in that it 
eliminated unnecessary 
costs and invested in pro-
gressive policies as well as 
infrastructure.

“The governor’s fiscal 
policies, which have ended 
the era of high spending 
growth and tax increases, 
are maintained in FY 2019 
Budget. For the eighth con-
secutive year, the budget is 
balanced and limits spend-
ing growth to 2 percent 
– a record of spending re-
straint unparalleled in sate 
history,” Mujica said. “The 
2 percent cap, self-imposed 
by Gov. Cuomo and the Leg-
islature, has been made 
possible by fundamental 
reforms to reduce state 
costs.”

The majority of $129 mil-
lion to be slashed in 2019 
would eliminate child-pro-
tective staff and personnel 
in preventative programs 
such as family counselling 
and substance abuse treat-
ment, according to ACS.

Some of the funds to be 
cut from the budget have 
been invested in the agen-
cy’s investigative staff as 
well.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

veiled a plan for random secu-
rity screenings and metal detec-
tors in every middle and high 
school for at least a day, regular 
active shooter drills and unan-
nounced weapons checks to bet-
ter protect New York City’s 1.1 
million public school students. 
That announcement came a day 
after a student was arrested in 
the Bronx for threatening to 
shoot up his school.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced a new multi-state co-
alition, now representing 35 
million Americans, that will 
share information, trace and 
intercept the flow of out-of-state 
guns, and establish the nation’s 

first regional gun violence re-
search consortium. This multi-
state partnership includes New 
York, New Jersey, Connecticut 
and Massachusetts.

“It’s time for the horrify-
ing mass shootings that have 
plagued this country for far too 
long to spur real action and real 
policy change,” Cuomo said. 
“Our states collectively already 
have better gun safety laws 
than the federal government, 
and by working together to 
share information and bolster 
enforcement, we will keep guns 
out of the hands of dangerous in-
dividuals and better protect our 
communities.”

In the nation’s capital, U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-As-
toria) announced Tuesday that 
she would introduce legisla-
tion to reinstate the Obama-

era mental health background 
check for gun purchases. Presi-
dent Trump repealed this rule, 
which would keep individuals 
with severe mental illnesses 
from purchasing firearms.

“One step we can take is to 
make sure deadly firearms don’t 
end up in the hands of those with 
severe mental illness,” Maloney 
said. “Honestly, we shouldn’t 
even need to introduce this bill 
-- it was taken care of in 2016, 
but the Republican Majority 
and President Trump repealed 
the process before it could ever 
be fully implemented. So, here 
we are, redoubling our efforts 
to keep guns out of the hands of 
individuals who have no busi-
ness owning them. I challenge 
my Republican colleagues to 
explain why they can’t support 
this bill.”

Continued from Page 4 

Guns
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Towing

Select Bus routes M15, Bx12, 
and B44 have seen an 40 percent 
reduction in dwell time at stops 
with all-door boarding, the Rid-
ers Alliance said.

“For bus riders, boarding is 
one of the most stressful parts 
of taking the bus, and all-door 
boarding can change that,” 
Stephanie Burgos-Veras, Se-
nior Organizer with the Riders 

Alliance, said. “This is a cru-
cial opportunity for President 
Andy Byford to include all-door 
boarding city-wide in his bus 
action plan. Riders have suf-
fered for too long, and now is 
the time to turn around our 
buses.”

Riders Alliance member 
Latchmi Gopal said all-door 
boarding for outerborough res-
idents who do not benefit from 
rail service is critical.

“Buses play an important 
role in the outer boroughs like 
the Bronx where I grew up. 

Growing up, I never took trains 
to get between neighborhoods. 
Buses are essential to getting to 
doctor’s appointments, buying 
spices from the only Guyanese 
market, and traveling to and 
from extracurricular activi-
ties,” Gopal said. “My parents 
continue to rely on buses to 
get to work or run any errands 
outside of The Bronx. When 
bus riders can enter through 
multiple doors buses are more 
efficient. It is only fair to us 
bus riders to have an equitable 
commute!” 

Continued from Page 4 

Bus doors

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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ROP

tal protection fund, which is 
used upstate to acquire ad-
ditional parkland, to actu-
ally be used to acquire more 
parkland in the preserve 
from private hands,” Avella 
said. “Why shouldn’t the city 
get the same amount of fund-
ing for new acquisitions that 
upstate does?”

This isn’t the only time 
Mugdan has been recognized 
for his work. In 2015, Mugdan 
was awarded the Presiden-

tial Rank Distinguished Ser-
vice Award, which is one of 
the highest levels of acknowl-
edgement a federal civilian 
employee can receive.

Udalls Cove is a small 
strip of land that stretches 
just a little over a mile from 
Northern Boulevard to the 
open water of Long Island 
Sound and has woodlands 
that gradually turn into fresh 
water wetlands and then to 
saltwater wetlands. 

The cove supports many 
different kinds of life, in-
cluding a family of foxes 
and an osprey nest. In 2016, 

the osprey were the target of 
vandals who lit the nest near 
the water on fire, sending 
the birds into a frenzy over 
the offspring which were 
inside. Mugdan expressed 
concern at the time of the in-
cident that the osprey might 
not return, but reported at 
the medal ceremony they 
were still making Udalls 
Cove their home for part of 
the year.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

will enable the city to prop-
erly care for and maintain 
the property,” he said.

In December, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) held 
a press conference pressur-
ing the city to take action 
on the land. He was joined 
by non-profit group Friends 
of Brinckerhoff, which was 
instrumental in getting the 
cemetery landmarked.

The group said when they 
approached the Parks De-
partment about buying the 
land, the city agency refused. 
In 2015, after efforts from 
Avella and the preservation 
group, Borough President 
Katz allocated $180,000 to buy 
the land back from owner Le 
Dan Cai of Linda’s Cai Trad-
ing. Then despite everything 
being in order, the owner 

pulled out at the last minute.
Avella claims it was be-

cause the city reversed its 
initial decision and inter-
fered by offering $400,000 
for the land. Avella said the 
city’s interference was disre-
spectful to Friends of Brinck-
erhoff, which worked hard 
to negotiate the fair price of 
$180,000.

Martha Taylor, chair-
woman of Community Board 
8, said entering the ULURP 
is an important step forward 
to making the refurbishment 
of the property a reality.

“Our community has 
worked tirelessly with public 
officials to renovate Brinck-
erhoff Cemetery, and improve 
quality of life for residents of 
182nd Street,” she said. “The 
city’s eventual purchase of 
Brinckerhoff Cemetery will 
allow us to turn the page on 
the property’s disrepair, and 
begin fixing this space.”

has against the church, what 
he has against this church, in 
particular. I don’t know if he 
has done this somewhere else, 
but I don’t know why he would 

target this facility. We have 
never done anything to him.”

Sung was allegedly seen 
on surveillance footage 
dragging the Blessed Moth-
er statue about 25 feet before 
it was smashed, the diocese 
said.

The Sacred Heart was 
f lung down a f light of stairs 

leading to the rectory.
Security cameras captured 

a man walking back and forth 
across the frame mostly in 
the shadows, while another 
camera facing the rectory 
door only depicts the Sacred 
Heart falling to the ground at 
the foot of the steps.

Recent months have seen 

American Martyrs the vic-
tim of other vandals. In De-
cember, the fingers from the 
statue of St. Isaac Jogues 
in the prayer garden were 
found bent backwards. In 
October, the bingo sign was 
found with damage.

Another man was arrested 
in August after security foot-

age capture a vandal throw-
ing a brick through the win-
dow of the church doors.

It is not clear if the indi-
vidual incidents are related.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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A Bellerose man was arraigned on a slew of hate crime charges after vandalizing a church in Oakland Gardens.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Sports

Boy, is it great to have 
baseball back. With Spring 
Training in full swing, it’s 
time to take an early look at 
manager Mickey Callaway’s 
Mets. 

Thor is back

Noah Syndergaard made 
a dazzling debut Monday 
afternoon against the As-
tros. While the result of the 
game may be meaningless, 
Syndergaard’s performance 
could not have yielded better 
results: two innings pitched, 
two strikeouts, no hits, no 
walks and no runs. He threw 
22 total pitches, 11 of which 
were clocked at over 100 
miles per hour. 

“A couple of times I saw 
the radar gun, but I didn’t 
even feel like I was exerting 
a whole lot of effort,” Synder-
gaard told reporters after the 
game. “I felt like I was pretty 
under control with my deliv-
ery for the most part.”

Syndergaard’s perfor-
mance marked the first time 

his new manager saw the 
young ace pitch in a game, 
and Callaway came away im-
pressed.

“My heart might have 
been beating a little fast 
when I saw 100, 101, but I look 
more at the delivery and if 
he’s trying to overthrow, and 
he wasn’t doing any of that, 
so it was really good,” Calla-
way said.

If Syndergaard is healthy 
and can return to his pre-in-
jury form, the Mets will have 
a much easier road back to 
the postseason.

Injuries begin to mount

With all the talk of the 
Mets’ new training staff over 
the winter, not much has 
changed through the first 
week or so of Spring Train-
ing. 

Juan Lagares (hamstring) 
and Dominic Smith (quad) 
are currently sidelined, but 
more importantly, so are 
Jacob deGrom (back) and 

Matt Harvey throws during practice earlier this spring.  AP

BY ROBERT COLE

St. Francis Prep’s first-
year coach Jim Lynch, hoped 
that his young guards would 
be able to stand up to the 
constant defensive pressure 
of Scanlan. But the Cru-
saders’ constant pressure 
eventually took its toll on 
the Terriers, resulting in a 
74-60 Scanlan victory in the 
CHSAA Intersectional first-
round playoff game.

“Today was a tough loss,” 
Lynch said after the game. “I 
thought Scanlan did a terrif-
ic job in getting to the glass, 
and their full-court press 
bothered us. We did not 
handle it the way we wanted 
to, so we did not get the easy 
shots we wanted.”

The Terriers got off to a 
quick start in the first quar-
ter, taking a 7-0 lead. But 

Prep’s early foul trouble gave 
Scanlan an opportunity to 
get back into the game.The 
Terriers were able to main-
tain their lead throughout 
the quarter behind Brandon 
Tatis, who scored eight first 
quarter points, andAramis 
Santiago, who added four 
points.

Prep took a 14-9 lead into 
the second quarter, when a 
tough Scanlon defense took 
advantage of the mounting 
fouls on the Terriers to cut 
its deficit to 20-18 with 4:40 
remaining in the half. Scan-
lan tied the contest at 24-24 
with 2:28 on a three-pointer 
from Tyliek Brown, which 
sparked a 7-0 run that gave 
the Crusaders a 31-27 lead 
going into halftime.

The Crusaders continued 
to bring the pressure on de-
fense and hit the offensive 

glass hard, scoring eight 
consecutive points and ex-
tending their lead to 35-27. St. 
Francis played even with the 
Crusaders for the remainder 
of the third quarter, getting 

St. Francis Prep’s Sterlin Streeter drives past a Scanlan defender during a CHSAA Class AA first-round playoff 
match. Photos by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 65Continued on Page 65

Battle for fi fth rotation 
spot commences

Prep falls to Scanlan
Terriers eliminated from playoffs after 74-60 loss

Prep's Evan Sirakas heads toward 
the basket.

Zach 
Gewelb
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Johnnies defend home turf
PHOTOS BY BRUCE ADLER

The St. John’s men’s lacrosse team defended its home turf, securing a 16-11 victory over visiting High Point Saturday after-
noon at DaSilva Memorial Field in Queens.

Senior Tom Stackpole looks for an open teammate. 

Both teams fight for possession of the ball.

Senior midfielder TJ Marron sprints past a High Point defender.

Senior Jason DeBenedictis recorded three goals and two 
assists to help lead the Johnnies to victory.

St. John's used five consecutive first period goals to build its lead and never looked back. 
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balanced scoring from its 
starters, but with fouls con-
tinuing to mount, the Ter-
riers could not apply the 
defensive pressure needed 
to slow down Scanlan, who 
took a 52-46 lead into the fi-
nal period.

“You have to adjust to 
the way the game is being 
called,” said Lynch of his 
team’s foul trouble. “The 
game was being called 
tight, and our kids didn’t 
adjust. We made silly fouls 
that let them get in the bo-
nus.”

Scanlan maintained its 
defensive pressure on the 
Terriers in the final pe-

riod and cruised to a 74-60 
victory. With the loss, St. 
Francis Prep was eliminat-
ed from this year’s champi-
onship tournament, ending 
their season with a 10-15 
record.

Lynch said his team 
went through some ups and 
downs throughout the sea-
son, including the death of 
long-time coach Tim Leary 
following a bout with can-
cer. 

“The last couple of 
weeks for our team has 
been difficult,” Lynch said. 
“I am impressed with the 
way they have reacted, they 
show up every day and gave 
us their best effort. I loved 
this group of kids, and I 
wouldn’t ask for anything 
different in terms of a team 
to coach my first time out.”

Yoenis Cespedes (shoulder). 
Additionally, Jay Bruce 

(foot) and Tim Tebow (ankle) 
worked their way back from 
minor injuries after short 
absences. 

Lagares, Smith, and Ces-
pedes are listed as day-to-
day, but Smith’s absence is 
expected to be a bit longer 
and deGrom may not be 
ready for Opening Day. The 
Mets have the depth to cover 
for Smith if he is going to 
be out for a while, but there 
has to be some level of con-
cern regarding deGrom and 
Cespedes. The club is taking 
things slowly with their two 
stars, as they should. It is 
Spring Training, after all, 
and the games don’t count. 
It’s better to let them fully 
heal rather than rush them 
back to appear in meaning-
less games. 

Still, there’s reason for con-
cern. The Mets touted their 
new training staff as the cure 
to their injury problems, and 
it has taken under two weeks 
for the injuries to mount, 
which is an ominous sign for 
the upcoming season. 

Battle for fifth starter 

begins

The Mets have all of Spring 
Training to determine their 
starting rotation, but it’s pos-
sible the team may have pro-
vided an early look into its 
thought process. 

Callaway announced Mon-
day that Matt Harvey and 
Zack Wheeler would both pitch 
Wednesday, with the former 
starting the game and the lat-
ter coming in out of the bull-
pen. It may just be that their 
schedules aligned the duo to 
pitch on the same day, but it 
could mean that the Mets are 
looking at Wheeler as more of 
a swingman reliever rather 
than a starting pitcher this 
season.

The Mets have Synder-
gaard, deGrom, Steven Matz 
and Jason Vargas seemingly 
locked in the first four spots of 
the rotation, leaving one spot 
for Seth Lugo, Robert Gsell-
man, Harvey and Wheeler. 
Each of the four pitchers com-
peting for the final spot have 
had injury problems in the 
past and can’t be considered 
reliable until they prove their 
durability. But it makes sense 
to give Harvey the first crack 
at the spot. 

Harvey is in his final year 
of team control, so this is his 
last to chance to prove to the 
Mets — and all of baseball — 
that he can be a reliable start-
er. The other three candidates 
each have potential, but Har-
vey is currently the smartest 
option for the rotation. Lugo 
and Gsellman can remain 
stretched out in the minors, 
while Wheeler’s power arm 
could be a major weapon out 
of the pen. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Continued from Page 63 
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Hoops

Noah Syndergaard brought the 
heat in his spring debut. AP
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_3-2-18

St. Patrick's  Day Savings

Sale
Dates

Mar
Fri.

2
Sat.

3
Mar

Sun.

4
Mar

Mon.

5
Mar

Tues

6
Mar

Wed

7
Mar

Thurs.

8
Mar

3/$10

5/$5

2/$54/$4

$699
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5. 

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted 

Oreo 
Cookies

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

MIX &
MATCH!

MIX &
MATCH!

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted Fresca, 
Dr. Pepper, Minute Maid, 
(Excludes: Fanta, Fuze, Barq’s
& Seagram’s)

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
7UP, A&W, Country Time, 
Sunny D, Squirt, Tahitian Treat or
(Excludes: Pennsylvania Dutch Birch Beer)

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

& Seagraggg m s)

Coke or Sprite
2 Liter

Excludes: Pennsylvayy nia ia Dutcch Bi

Canada Dry 
or Sunkist
2 Liter

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

Wesson
Oil

6
7
S
(E(E

CC
o
22

Wise
Potato
Chips

Wi

5-7 Oz Bag ... Assorted 
Regular or Kettle

$188

28 Oz Can
Puree, Crushed or Whole

Sclafani
Peeled
Tomatoes

2/$6 2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

11-27 Fl Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
Sandwiches, Tacos,
Kandy Bars or

$

y

Klondike
Ice Cream
Bars

13.1-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted
Selects or Regulareleeleeleeleeleeleelelelelelel cts or Regulegulegulegulegulegulgulgulgulgulgulgulgulggg arararararararararaara

Hungry-Man
Dinners

48 Fl Oz Cont
AssortedAssoAs rted

Edy’s
Ice Cream

Limit 2 Offerrs

SAVE
$5.99

PERFECT
FOR LENT!PERFECT

FOR LENT!

Chicken Of The Sea
Chunk Light
Tuna

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

5/$4
5/$53/$3 3/$4
(Excludes: Healthy Harvest, Garden Delight,
Smart Taste & Gluten Free)

Ronzoni
Pasta
R i

16 Oz Box ... Thin Spaghetti, Spaghetti,
Elbows, Ziti, Ziti Rigati, Penne Rigate,
Rotini, Rigatoni or Medium Shells 

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 3.
With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3.

5 Oz Can
In Water, In Oil or 
Low Sodium in Water

StarKist
Solid White
Tuna

18.5-19 Oz Can
Assorted

Progresso
Rich & Hearty
Soup

Purex
Ultra
Detergent

43.5-50 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

2/$5$1099
With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. 

20 Roll Pack 1,000 Sheets or
30 Roll Pack Extra Soft

15 Roll Pack ... Mega Choose A Size

24 Double Roll Pack ... Ultra Care

30 R30 3030 oll oll ll PackPackPackck Ext Ex E E ra Soft33333

2424 D24 D24 D blboubl RRe Ro Pll PPll P kkack UltUltUltr Ca Ca2222
Bath Tissue or
20 Rollllllll Pack 1 000 Sheets or2

5 R55 oll PackPac  ... Mega Choose A Siz11

Scott
Paper Towels or

24 D24 24 4 oubloublub e Roll PPPPack acacaca ... Ult222

Cottonelle
Bath Tissue

mit 2 Offers

 $12.99
- $2.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

With CluCluClClClClClCl b Cb Cab Cab Cab Cab CCCCCC dddrdrdrd & Add’l $

BaB th TissueB

$1099
Final Price

YOUR
CHOICE!

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

75-100 Fl Oz Cont
AssortedAssAssAssAs ortortortrtede

Tide
Laundry
Detergent

USDA Choice Beef

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In

Rib
Steaks

$699
lb.

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

$199lb. Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More

Bone-In
Sliced

Center Cut 
Pork
Chops

$199lb.

YOUR 
CHOICE!

A March Tradition
for St Patrick’s Day!$699

lb. Sliced To Order

Best’s
Top Round
Pastrami or
Corned
Beef

$599
lb. Sliced To Order

Perdue
Turkey
Breast

$399
lb. Sliced To Order

Key Food
Muenster
Cheese

Kerrygold
Cheese
Wedges

KKKKKKKeKerrygollolddd

7 Oz Pkg ... Imported
Dubliner, Blarney, Skellig,
Irish Swiss or
Aged Cheddar

$499
C

Irish
Soda
Bread

I i h

12 Oz Pkg Hot Cross Buns 
or 16 Oz Pkg ... Baked

$399

d

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Busseto
Dry
Italian
Sausage

8 Oz Pkg
Assorted ... Sliced

gg
$499

$799lb. Sliced To Order

Boar’s Head
Virginia 
Ham

10% Water Added

GlenRock
Deli
Ham

$499lb. Sliced To Order

Capatriti
Olive
Oil

C t itti
68 Fl Oz Can
100% Pure

$999999
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

6
D
(E
&&

CC
2

Core
Water
C
20 Fl Oz Btl

10/$1011000
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$899

$599 $1099

15 Roll Pack

16 Oz Pkg 24.8-28 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Key Food
Paper
Towels

g

Donnelly’s
Irish
Bangers

Djerdan
Burek
Pie

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$189
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

4 Lb Bag
Granulated

Key Food
Sugar

MIX &
MATCH!Pepsi or

Mountain Dew
12 Pack12 Pacaaa k

3/$12

PP ii

96 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Schweppes Ginger Ale,
Mountain Dew or Regular, Diet or Caffeine Free
Pepsi 8 Pack or
144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted Lipton, Mug, Crush, 
Schweppes, Hawaiian Punch, Mist Twst,

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3. 
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

U
B

RR
S

Perdue
Chicken
Drumsticks 
or Thighs

Grade A Fresh

$129$$$$$$$$11111111lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

9
Jumbo Pack

Sabrett
Beef
Franks

S b
14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399

B
S

C
P
C

Bottom
Round
Roast

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

$299$$$$$$$$22222lb.

Farm Raised 2 Lb Bag ... 31-40 Count Per Lb 
Peeled & Deveined

Farm Raised
Previously Frozen

Fresh
Atlantic
Salmon Fillet

AquaStar
Raw
Shrimp

y

Tilapia
Fillet

$799$$$$$$$
lb.

$1499

$399$$$$$$$$
lb.

2 Lb Bag ... 21-25 Count Per Lb 
Peeled & Deveined

AquaStar
Raw
Shrimp

$1699

Carnation
Evaporated
Milk

12 Fl Oz Can
Regular, Low Fat or Fat Free

5/$5
SAVE

$3.98

P
T
B

New York State
Cheddar
NNNN YYYY k St t

Perfect For Your Favorite 
Macaroni & Cheese or Snacking!
Aged 9 Months ... Store Cut
Yellow or White

$399$$$$$$$$3333lb.
99

Sold By The Piece

Family Pack Family Pack 

Made By Freirich:
Regal Chef
Thick Cut
Corned Beef

$199lb.lbb.
With Club Card & Add’l $25 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

Made By Freirich:
Regal Chef
Thin Cut
Corned Beef

M dM d BB FF ii ii
USDA Choice Beef

$399$$$$$$$$$$3333lb.

$1499
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

YOUR
CHOICE!

216 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer12 121 Oz AssA ortrtrted Bee

Budweiser,
Bud Light, 
Coors
or Miller
18 Pack

lb.

Artichokes

3/$2
lb.99¢

Green
Asparagus

Long

WOW!

2 Lbs!

Florida
Strawberries

Large Family Size Cont

$399

Fresh
Blackberries

3/$5

6 Oz Cont

2/$3

Giorgio
Mushrooms

8 Oz Pkg
Whole Baby Button or

Whole or Sliced Baby Bella

Grape
Tomatoes

$149

GGGGGGGGGGrape
Dry Pint Cont

Glory Foods
Greens

$199

Gl
1 Lb Bag
Assorted

MIX &
MATCH!

2/$5

Dole
Salad Kits

8.4-14.4 Oz Bag ... Chopped:
Bacon & Bleu, BBQ Ranch, Chipotle & Cheddar,

Sesame Asian, Caesar or Sunflower Crunch or
Premium: Southwest, Country Ranch, Greek, 

Spinach & Cherry Almond, Ultimate Caesar, 
Endless Summer, Pomegranate or Poppy Seed

79¢

Yellow
Onions

2 Lb Bag
US #1

Red
Onions

99¢

R d
2 Lb Bag
US #1 Tasti-Lee

Tomatoes

2/$5

T ti LLL
16 Oz Pkg

$199

Romaine
Hearts

3 Count Bag
California

Gala
Apples

New York State
Fancy

lb.lb.99¢

Red Delicious
Apples

99¢¢¢¢
lb.

Appppplppp es

¢¢

Organically Grown
Washington State ... Fancy

Sunny Side
Snack
Trays

2/$5

5-7.2 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Earthbound Farm
Chopped

Salad Kits

Organically Grown
10.91-11.49 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

2/$72

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

2
P

S
P
T

Carr’s
Crackers

4.25-7 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

1
C

W
O

Pompeian
Apple Cider
Vinegar

P i
16 Fl Oz Btl

2/$5

1
A

O
C

Welch’s
Fruit
Snacks

WW ll hhh’h’
4.5-9 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Fruit Rolls or

2/$4

4
GNutella

Chocolate
Hazelnut
Spread

N ll
13 Oz Cont

$399

Aluminum
Trays
Al i
10 Count Pkg

2/$6

Key Food
Disinfecting
Wipes

35 Count Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

Stella Artois
Beer
12 Pack

StStSSSt llllllll AAA ttt iii
134.4 Fl Oz Pkg
11.2 Oz Btls or Cans

$169911666
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

2

1
S
K
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I
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Hershey’s
Chocolate
Syrup

H h
24 Fl Oz Btl

2/$5
2

13
A
SSSSSSSSSSSS

HH
D

Key Food
Peanuts

32 Oz Cont
Assorted

$399

1

DD
I
B

Amy’s
Frozen
Full Line Sale!

4.5-14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Full Lin
25%
OFF!

2
A

D
B
P

Donnelly’s
Blood
Pudding

DD
8 Oz Pkg
White or

$299

Djerdan
Burek
Rolls

Dj d
1.6-2 Lb Pkg ... Assorted

$999

Bulgarian
Sheep’s Milk
Feta
Cheese

B l i
400 Kg Cont

$399

14.1 Oz Pkg

Ulker
Biscuits

99¢

Papadopoulos
Caprice
PPPPapadddadopo
250 Gram Pkg

$499

Orino
Honey
OOOO iiii
16 Oz Cont

$899

200 Gram Pkg 3 Liter Cang

Papadopoulos
Krispies

Sparta
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

2/$4 Pl D i Wh A

2/$3$2499

13.7 Oz Can 67.2 Fl Oz Pkg
11.2 Oz BtlsHeinz

Beans Mythology
Greek Beer
6 Pack

$199

6
1

M
G
6

Loumidis
Pita
Bread

LLLLoumiiiiiiididid
28 Oz Pkg

2/$5

Mythos
Greek Beer
6 Pack

$109999
Plus Deposit

Where Applicable.

13 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Delicious
Fresh
Pierogies

$499


