
BY BILL PARRY

The MTA is under fire again 
in Astoria, not for subway sta-
tion reconstruction projects or 
the signal malfunctions that 

caused delays along the N/W 
line week, but for a massive illu-
minated sign hanging over one 
of the most dangerous intersec-
tions in the borough.

State Assemblywoman Ara-

vella Simotas (D-Astoria), who 
has waged a perennial campaign 
to make the neighborhood’s 
streets safer for motorists and 
pedestrians, is calling on the 
MTA to remove the giant, flash-

ing billboard it has mounted on 
the Astoria Boulevard elevated 
subway station.

She called the billboard a 
dangerous distraction for driv-
ers and said it is so big that it 
violates the zoning law that for-
bids illuminated billboards over 
500 square feet in that area. The 
MTA’s billboard is nearly 700 
square feet, Simotas said.

In a Feb. 21 letter to NYC 
Transit President Andy Byford, 
Simotas noted that the location 
of the billboard, facing the inter-
section of 32nd Street, Astoria 
Boulevard and the Grand Cen-
tral Parkway exit ramp, is “the 
site with the highest incidence 
of traffic accidents in our area, 
according to the 114th Precinct. 
The MTA’s removal of this glar-
ing distraction would go a long 
way to mitigate this major safety 
hazard.”

The billboard hangs in view  of 
drivers negotiating seven lanes 
of heavy traffic that converge 
and turn in many directions.

“I know this generates rev-
enue for the MTA, but if the 
price is safety, then they need 
to go back to the drawing board 
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Helen Uffner, whose sprawling vintage costume rental business has clothed movies, TV shows and Broadway 
for 40 years, is in danger of being pushed out of her Long Island City loft by skyrocketing rent prices in the 
neighborhood. See story on Page 8. Photo by Luis Zapata

HAT’S ALL, FOLKS? 

BY BILL PARRY

The judge presiding over the 
Karina Vetrano murder trial 
will allow all evidence, includ-
ing DNA and a videotaped con-
fession by the Brooklyn man 
accused of killing her, after his 
lawyers argued police had ra-
cially  profiled their client. 

The ruling Monday by Queens 
Supreme Court Judge Gregory 
Lasak in the case of 21-year-old 
Chanel Lewis will allow all evi-
dence to be admitted when he 
goes on trial on charges that he 
killed the 30-year-old Vetrano as 
she jogged in Spring Creek Park 
near her Howard Beach home on 
the afternoon of Aug. 2, 2016.

The complaint said Lewis 
punched Vetrano repeatedly and 
strangled her, causing her death. 
Vetrano fought back furiously 
against her attacker, whose DNA 
was found on her cell phone, 
under her fingernails, and her 
neck.

Lewis allegedly confessed to 
killing her after telling investi-
gators he strangled and beat Ve-

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The 103rd Precinct came out in full force 
Monday for the official renaming of 91st Av-
enue to Police Officer Eddie Byrne Avenue, on 
the 30th anniversary of the young patrolman’s 
murder. 

Community remembers 
fallen NYPD offi cer 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

An electrical fire con-
sumed the second floor of a 
cultural center in Jamaica 
last weekend. 

The Afrikan Poetry The-
atre — located at 176-03 Ja-
maica Ave. — is around 100 

years old, according to the-
atre director Sekou Branch.

Leaders of the center have 
applied for years to receive 
capital funding to renovate 
the facility, but have been 
denied at every attempt, ac-
cording to Branch. Over the 
years, members of the art 

center have been raising 
money for renovations that 
would help avoid a catastro-
phe such as this. The mem-
bers were hoping to gather 
enough funding by the end of 
the year. 

Offices were destroyed, 
over 12 computers are gone 

The Afrikan Poetry Theatre in Jamaica 
was devastated by an electrical fire. 

DNA evidence 
OK’d in Vetrano 

murder trial

Sign sparks controversy in Astoria
Assemblywoman wants MTA to remove dangerous illuminated billboard

Continued on Page 16Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 18 Continued on Page 18

Blaze hits Afrikan Poetry Theatre
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Purchase of Brinckerhoff Cemetery moves forward
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Brinckerhoff Cemetery 
is one step closer to being 
refurbished. 

Last week the Depart-
ment of City Planning for-
mally certified the Parks 
Department’s application 
to acquire Brinckerhoff 
Cemetery, a critical step 
required for the city to of-
ficially purchase and reno-
vate the historic burial 
ground. The project will 
now enter the Uniform 
Land Use Review Proce-
dure, where it will be re-
viewed by the community 
board and Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, then 
formally approved by the 
City Council. 

The colonial burial 
ground, located at 182nd 
Street and 73rd Avenue 
in Fresh Meadows, has 77 
graves, with the last per-
son buried there in 1872. 
The last owner originally 
paid $105,000 in 2010 and 
planned on building two 
houses on the property, but 
after it was landmarked in 

2012, she was not able to. 
The cemetery has been an 
eyesore for Fresh Meadows 
residents. The unkempt 
grounds have contributed 
to quality-of-life concerns 
while neighbors have com-
plained about the damaged 

sidewalks, overgrown foli-
age and garbage dumping. 

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) and Bor-
ough President Katz allo-
cated $450,000 in the fall 
2016 budget specifically for 
the city to purchase Brinck-

erhoff Cemetery and make 
essential repairs to the ne-
glected property. 

Lancman said that re-
furbishing Brinckerhoff 
Cemetery is one of his top 
priorities. 

“The cemetery has 

been a source of much 
frustration for community 
members, understandably 
outraged by its poor condi-
tions, and this project will 
enable the city to properly 
care for and maintain the 
property,” he said.

In December, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
held a press conference 
pressuring the city to take 
action on the land. He was 
joined by non-profit group 
Friends of Brinckerhoff, 
which was instrumental in 
getting the cemetery land-
marked.

The group said when 
they approached the Parks 
Department about buying 
the land, the city agency 
refused. In 2015, after ef-
forts from Avella and the 
preservation group, Bor-
ough President Katz al-
located $180,000 to buy 
the land back from owner 
Le Dan Cai of Linda’s Cai 
Trading. Then despite ev-
erything being in order, 
the owner pulled out at the 
last minute.

Avella claims it was be-

cause the city reversed its 
initial decision and inter-
fered by offering $400,000 
for the land. Avella said 
the city’s interference was 
disrespectful to Friends 
of Brinckerhoff, which 
worked hard to negotiate 
the fair price of $180,000.

Martha Taylor, chair-
woman of Community 
Board 8, said entering the 
ULURP is an important 
step forward to making the 
refurbishment of the prop-
erty a reality.

“Our community has 
worked tirelessly with 
public officials to renovate 
Brinckerhoff Cemetery, 
and improve quality of 
life for residents of 182nd 
Street,” she said. “The 
city’s eventual purchase 
of Brinckerhoff Cemetery 
will allow us to turn the 
page on the property’s dis-
repair, and begin fixing 
this space.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Developers seeking a 

variance from Community 
Board 4’s zoning committee 
saw opposition from activ-
ists who claim the Target 
slated for Elmhurst will 
only further drive gentrifi-
cation in the neighborhood.

Sun Equity Partners 
presented plans on Tues-
day for the structure, 
which will have commer-
cial space at the ground 
level, but will need a vari-
ance to expand  its plans 
for housing in the high-
rise building at 40-31 82nd 
Street.  

Activists from anti-gen-
trification group Queens 
Neighborhoods United  
expressed frustration 
that although the devel-
oper claims the residential 
units are going to qualify 
as affordable housing, 

most members of the com-
munity would not be able 
to make rent.

“[If] the developer’s still 
able to build 10 flights, it’s 
still going to be destruc-
tive to the community. 
And if the rezoning does 
come through and they do 
get a 420 tax abatement, 
they’re still going to flood 
the area with market rate 
housing first before they 
actually get the rent con-
trol, which would be rent-
controlled for people who 
can afford the market rate 
prices,” said Jorge Caba-
nillas, explaining how his 
parents, who migrated to 
the area 30 years ago, have 
already left Elmhurst for 
less pricey College Point. 
“I was able to move back 
into a room to the commu-
nity I grew up in and we’re 
all being slowly pushed 
out, especially the people 

of color in the area.”
Attorney Nora Martins, 

who represented Sun Equi-
ty, said under the current 
zoning the company would 
only be allowed to build up 
to 10 stories.  But with the 
goal in mind for 90 rental 

units, attorneys for the de-
veloper were requesting 
permission for a total of 13 
floors.

About half the units, 
which have yet to be laid  
out in designs, would be 
studios rented at $1,375 

per month, while two- 
and three-bedroom units 
would be suitable for fami-
lies with an annual income 
of about $61,000.

The area median in-
come of Elmhurst is at 
$44,000 per year, accord-
ing to the attorneys.

“We’re compliant with 
mandatory inclusionary 
housing,” Martins said.

Not only are longtime 
residents feeling the push, 
Cabanillas remembers 
the theater that used to 
occupy the now vacant lot 
to be developed.

“It used to be a historic 
movie theater which un-
fortunately wasn’t protect-
ed... so they were able to 
demolish it, but it was one 
of the few movie theaters 
in the area that offered 
subtitles. You could go to 
that theater with your par-
ents who don’t speak Eng-

lish and enjoy a movie,” 
Cabanillas said.

Sun Equity’s attorneys 
said although they had 
conducted a study for a 
hotel in this location, they 
have no intention of build-
ing one since they have 
already signed a deal with 
Target.

The lot for the proposed 
development is located 
about a block from 82nd 
Street station of the No. 
7 train, wedged into the 
corner of 82nd and Baxter 
Avenue.

The zoning committee 
reviewed the plans and 
will pass its recommenda-
tion on to CB4 whether or 
not to approve the plans at 
the March 13 meeting.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

The city will move forward with plans to purchase Brinckerhoff Cemetery. 
Photo Courtesy Rory Lancman 

Anti-gentrifi cation group protests Target proposal

A Community Board 4 committee meeting was crashed by protesters 
who oppose the construction of a proposed Target Express building 
with housing.  Photo by Mark Hallum
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1 New money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is 
required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to 
bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an 
existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 
1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without 
notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank 
checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce 
earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you with 
access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Markety

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY2

pen any FlFllususushihihingngng BBB Bananankkkk CoCompmpllettee C Chehecking aaccount
ATM fefee rebatet s, m bobilile banking and momobibile check 

MM
13-Month 

Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

DOE fi nds better option for LIC kindergartners
BY BILL PARRY

The city’s Department 
of Education has reversed 
course on a plan that would 
have sent kindergarten 
students from overcrowd-
ed PS 78 in Long Island 
City to a school in Wood-
side, and instead are offer-
ing parents a new school 
site at Court Square. 

After intense scrutiny 
from angry residents and 
civic groups like the Gan-
try Parents Association, 
the LIC Coalition and the 
Hunters Point Civic Asso-
ciation during two public 
meetings, the DOE is now 
offering a new location at 
the Jackson Avenue pre-K 
center, instead of using 
St. Teresa’s school on 50th 
Avenue in Woodside. 

Kindergartners will 
use the “incubator site” 
located at 27-35 Jackson 
Ave. until construction on 
the new PS 375 elementary 
school on 57th Avenue, 
which is expected to open 

in 2021.
“Community engage-

ment is a critical part of 
this process, and after 
listening to families and 
local elected officials, we 
developed a proposal to 

ensure students attending 
PS 384 next year can re-
main within their zone in 
District 30,” a DOE spokes-
man said.

State Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Long 

Island City) called the 
DOE’s decision a “step in 
the right direction.” and 
said she would continue 
to advocate for the trail-
ers that are currently 
near PS 78 to remain as 

a short-term solution to 
the overcrowding at the 
school. Nolan also called 
for more support from de-
velopers who have “per-
sonally benefitted from 
the construction in LIC” 
and more attention from 
city government to solve 
the overcrowding problem 
that has resulted from the 
unprecedented growth in 
the area.

“The long-term is-
sues must be addressed 
by investing in our infra-
structure, so that we can 
responsibly plan for addi-
tional schools, hospitals, 
public transit, adequate 
roads and green space as 
additional residents con-
tinue to move into our 
communities,” Nolan said. 
“My thanks again for the 
progress that has been 
made and I look forward 
to hearing feedback from 
parents.” 

Meanwhile, state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) is calling on the State 

Liquor Authority to reject 
the application of Arma-
zen, Inc. to open a liquor 
store near Q972, the pre-K 
center and new home of 
the incubator site at 27-35 
Jackson Ave. In his letter, 
sent to the SLA Monday, 
Gianaris highlighted the 
concerns of neighborhood 
parents who send their 
children to the pre-K at 
the site.

Last July, the SLA re-
jected an application by 
the same operator to open 
a liquor store at the same 
location.

“Our youngest children 
and their families should 
not be subject to the flow of 
traffic coming in and out 
of a liquor store during the 
school day,” Gianaris said. 
“I urge the SLA to listen to 
our community and reject 
this application again.”

 Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The city’s Department of Education plans to locate an incubator site for kindergartners in Long Island 
City after parents objected to them being sent to Woodside. Google Earth
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14 United Nations Avenue South  Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Free Parking  Free Subway Shuttle from Mets Willets Point

Call: 718-760-0064 
Click: www.queenstheatre.orgTickets from $20

by Katori Hall

On the evening of April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated 
outside room 306 of The Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The Mountaintop 
imagines what may have transpired in the overnight hours between the 
legendary civil rights leader and a seemingly inconsequential hotel maid, 
giving us a glimpse into the human side of Martin Luther King Jr. in this 
Olivier Award winning play by Katori Hall in a new production from L.A. 
Theatre Works.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BILL PARRY

The city will begin 
sheltering adult homeless 
families at the Fairfield 
Inn by Marriott in the 
Blissville section of Long 
Island City later this 
month.

The Department of 
Homeless Services noti-
fied Community Board 2 
and elected officials on 
Feb. 13 that priority would 
be given to families with 
roots in the district.

“This high-quality 
facility will be the first 
of its kind in this com-
munity district, offering 
154 adult families from 
Queens the opportunity 
to be sheltered in their 
home borough, closer to 
their support networks 
and communities they 
called home as they get 
back on their feet,” DHS 
spokesman Isaac McGinn 
said. “Working together 
with neighbors and non-
profit service provider 
Home/Life, we’re confi-
dent that these families 
will be warmly welcomed 
— and through collabora-
tive support and compas-
sion, we will make this 
the best experience it can 
be for these individuals 
as they get back on their 
feet.”

Programming at the 
facility, located at 52-34 
Van Dam St., will in-
clude case management, 
housing-placement assis-
tance, health and men-
tal services, and on-site 
employment counseling. 
Home/Life will provide 
around-the-clock secu-
rity with four guards 
per shift, and 95 secu-
rity cameras have been 
installed throughout the 
building and across the 
grounds of the shelter, 
where there will be a 10 
p.m. curfew for residents, 
according to DHS.

Once local pol ap-
plauded the city’s most 
recent effort to provide 
a safe space for residents 
without homes, but de-

manded officials look be-
yond the Blissville area 
and Queens itself for 
shelters because he ar-
gued both are already at 
capacity.

“It’s important that 
the city provide individu-
als and families who are 
experiencing homeless-
ness with shelter and re-
sources, ensuring oppor-
tunities for them to find 
work and permanent, af-
fordable housing,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “However, DHS has 
been reckless in their 
use of commercial hotels 
as temporary shelters 
throughout Queens and 
especially in this district. 
We already house many 
more homeless individu-
als than come from the 
district so we are doing 
more than our fair share 
in being a part of the so-
lution to this crisis.”

Last summer, DHS 
began using the City 
View Inn — just around 
the block from the Fair-

field Inn — as a shelter, 
before it claimed space 
in September inside the 
Best Western hotel at 38-
05 Hunters Point Blvd. 
and the Quality Inn on 
Queens Boulevard in 
Woodside.

And Van Bramer said 
the trend of transform-
ing commercial inns into 
hubs for the homeless 
must stop.

“There comes a time 
when DHS’ over-reliance 
on hotels must be called 
out,” Van Bramer said. 
“The Mayor’s Turning 
the Tide plan on getting 
out of hotels as shelters 
and bringing balance to 
each community board is 
simply not working. This 
proposal is yet another 
commercial hotel being 
repurposed as a shelter. 
The Mayor and the De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices are failing us here.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

City to house homeless 
at LIC’s Fairfi eld Inn

The Fairfield Inn by Marriott in Long Island City is about to be con-
verted into a temporary shelter for homeless families. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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Civic leader honored
Mugdan receives top prize for work preserving wetlands 

BY MARK HALLUM

Civic leader Walter Mug-
dan received the state’s high-
est honor last Friday for his 
work preserving wetlands 
in northeast Queens.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) presented the 
State Liberty Medal to the 
Udalls Cove Preservation 
Committee president for re-
storing and expanding the 
protected wetlands since he 
took up the position in 2002.

Mugdan said Avella’s 
support for his organization 
goes back to his time in City 
Council prior to 2011, when 
he was elected to the state 
Senate.

“We’ve had occasion to 
work with Senator Avella, 
and back before that when 
he was Councilman Avella,” 
Mugdan said. “I’ve spent my 
whole life – my whole career 
– working in the environmen-
tal field... This is an avocation 
and I really love the work I do 
with the Udalls Cove Preser-
vation Committee.”

The mostly Parks Depart-
ment-owned land in north-
east Queens, which is pieced 
together from donations and 
purchases, has operated 
since the 1970s, going from 
shipyard to wildlife haven 
with the help of volunteers 
and advocates. Industrial 
waste and invasive species 
of vines and other plant life 
are constantly being cleared 
from the waters in the area 
to support a healthy, mostly-
indigenous ecosystem.

“There’s about four or 
five parcels that total around 
three acres that still have 
to be acquired, and then a 
parcel that’s not within the 
designated boundary of the 
park – the park designation 
was made decades ago – but 
there is an opportunity that 
has presented itself that the 
community and a number of 
other organizations, includ-
ing my own, are interested 
in,” Mugdan said.

Mugdan began his ca-
reer with the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
in 1975 and serves as acting 
deputy regional administra-
tor apart from his regular 

position as director of Re-
gion 2’s hazardous waste 
cleanup and emergency re-
sponse programs.

Some of his work with the 
EPA has put him in charge 
of cleanup at toxic sites 
ranging from the Gowanus 
Canal, Newtown Creek, the 
Passaic River and the Hud-
son River.

“Two years ago, I was 
able after a number of years 
of complaining to the state 
to have some of the envi-
ronmental protection fund, 
which is used upstate to 
acquire additional park-
land, to actually be used to 
acquire more parkland in 

the preserve from private 
hands,” Avella said. “Why 
shouldn’t the city get the 
same amount of funding for 
new acquisitions that up-
state does?”

This isn’t the only time 
Mugdan has been recog-
nized for his work. In 2015, 
Mugdan was awarded the 
Presidential Rank Distin-
guished Service Award, 
which is one of the highest 
levels of acknowledgement 
a federal civilian employee 
can receive.

Udalls Cove is a small 
strip of land that stretches 
just a little over a mile from 
Northern Boulevard to the 
open water of Long Island 
Sound and has woodlands 
that gradually turn into 
fresh water wetlands and 
then to saltwater wetlands. 

The cove supports many 
different kinds of life, includ-
ing a family of foxes and an 
osprey nest. In 2016, the os-
prey were the target of van-
dals who lit the nest near the 
water on fire, sending the 
birds into a frenzy over the 
offspring which were inside. 
Mugdan expressed concern 
at the time of the incident 
that the osprey might not 
return, but reported at the 
medal ceremony they were 
still making Udalls Cove 
their home for part of the 
year.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Sen. Tony Avella acknowledged civic leader Walter Mugdan with 
the state Liberty Medal. Photo by Mark Hallum

Avella talks business
at Bayside town hall

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) held a town 
hall with the Bayside 
Business Association to 
discuss ways of improv-
ing commerce with the 
help of the state govern-
ment.

The event space in the 
country club at Clearview 
Golf Course was filled by 
about 30 prominent mem-
bers of the community, 
who discussed issues 
such as the lack of funds 
for organizations like the 
BBA in the state budget 
and funding initiatives 
for the community.

“Probably the hardest 
part of the job is weigh-
ing all the budget re-
quests and priorities,” 
Avella said. “I don’t think 
I’ve ever come across a 
group that wasn’t worthy 
of funding. The problem 
is there’s only so much 
money.”

According to Avella, 
some of the progress in 
the FY 2019 state budget, 
which has yet to pass both 
houses, includes an ex-
pansion to the Excelsior 
Jobs Program.

It offers a 6 percent tax 
credit to qualifying busi-
nesses that add new jobs 
and other investments. 

Up to $150 million was 
included in the proposed 
budget for the Regional 
Economic Development 
Councils and funds were 
also included for the 

Youth Jobs Program, 
which offers a tax credit 
to businesses that hire 
people between 16 and 24.

Avella said he is work-
ing to have anti-graffiti 
funds included in the 
budget to pay painters 
to go through neighbor-
hoods and mask vandal-
ism marks free of charge 
to business owners.

City Council members 
receive a set amount of 
discretionary funds to 
be allocated to groups in 
their communities. As a 
state senator, Avella does 
not have a similar pro-
gram for discretionary 
spending, he said.   

If he did, he claimed 
would use his office to 
fund programs for the 
BBA.

Judith Limpert, who 
has been the BBA presi-
dent for over 20 years, said 
the organization would 
like to find funding for 
a “Welcome to Bayside” 
sign and dedicate trees to 
deceased members of the 
community.

Bayside Business Association 
President Judith Limpert lis-
tens intently at a town hall with 
state Sen. Tony Avella. 
 Photo by Mark Hallum
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NEW RATES

for 2018!

For more information or to schedule a private tour, 
visit www.kewforest.org/summer or call 718.268.4667 x108

119-17 UNION TURNPIKE • FOREST HILLS, NY

CORE ACADEMIC &

RECREATIONAL OPTIONS

Martial Arts • Cooking • Drama

Swimming • Arts & Crafts

Computers • Day Trips 

and More!

JULY 2 – AUGUST 17

Monday through Friday

9:00am – 4:00pm

Register by the Day,

Week or Full 7 Weeks!

Before & After Care

Available SAVE 

$100
REGISTER BY

APRIL 30

All Children Entering

Pre-K to 8th Grade are Welcome!

OPEN
HOUSE
APRIL 14
10am-12pm
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8 One of a kind business searches for new home
Helen Uffner’s vintage clothing warehouse on the move due to Long Island City’s high rent prices

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Longtime Long Island 
City-based business own-
er Helen Uffner loves all 
things vintage, with a col-
lection that began from a 
young age.

“I would save my 
babysitting money and go to 
auctions on Saturdays and 
buy whatever tickled me 
that I could afford,” Uffner 
said. “From a young age I 
always scoured thrift shops 
and became entranced with 
antique clothing and the 
spectacular handwork that 
went into making these 
pieces. It never occurred to 
me to wear the items I col-
lected – I regarded them as 
works of art.” 

So, who is this stylish 
New Yorker?  Uffner owns 
the only vintage clothing 
rental company in Queens. 
In fact, Helen Uffner Vin-
tage Clothing happens to be 
the oldest and largest of its 
kind in New York City, and 
this year, they’re celebrat-
ing 40 years in business.

Since 1978, her success-
ful business has been the 
go-to source for numerous 
clients — costume design-
ers, stylists, photographers, 
artists, and fashion design-
ers — who come from the 
world of film (“Out of Afri-
ca” to “The Greatest Show-
man”); television (“Board-
walk Empire” to “The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”); 
theater (“The Color Purple” 
to “War Paint”) as well as 
opera, ballet, publishing, 
advertising and art.

But the business’ 40-
year milestone has been bit-
tersweet for its frustrated 
owner.

Due to Long Island City’s 
changing landscape and 
whopping rents, Uffner has 
had no choice but to search 
elsewhere for a new space 
to house her massive collec-
tion, which lives in a 6,300 
square foot loft located at 
30-10 41st Ave. Though she 
has faced many challenges 
in recent years, Uffner said 
she isn’t giving up hope. 

“Production costume 
budgets have been getting 
more and more prohibitive 

and design companies have 
been slicing their research 
budgets too, so it becomes 
harder to remain comfort-
ably solvent,” she said. “Our 
value is in our inventory, 
whose value rises yearly, as 
it becomes more and more 
rare. On the other end, rents 
have risen tremendously, so 
costume businesses are be-
ing squeezed at both ends.”

Her rent recently went 
up 25 percent. 

Despite her hectic 
schedule, which has in-
cluded quick fittings for an 
emergency scene recently 
shot for the new Martin 
Scorsese film “The Irish-
man,” as well as ongoing 
appointments to look at 
potential spaces, she took 
the time to talk about her 
recent projects.

“I got involved with 
the Scorsese film because 
I’ve worked with Academy 
Award-winning costume de-
signer Sandy Powell (“The 
Aviator” and the upcoming 
“Mary Poppins Returns”) 
many times... so when this 
period feature came along, 
her team called. It’s hard to 
believe, but we have been 
working on this film since 
August and they still drop 
by weekly for last minute 
items,” Uffner said.

Currently, Team Uffner 
is working on several other 

films for Netflix as well a 
few other television series, 
with everything from “Sat-
urday Night Live” to Ryan 
Murphy’s upcoming “Pose.” 
They’re also very active in 
the theater scene from New 
York City to Rochester and 
also work with magazine 
shoots and editorials.

Uffner has legacy of 
dressing the stars, includ-
ing the likes of Tom Hanks 
in “Bridge of Spies,” to Be-
yonce in “Cadillac Record,” 
Oprah and Whoopi Gold-
berg in “The Color Purple” 
and Meryl Streep in “Out of 
Africa.” 

How does one build con-
nections in the entertain-
ment industry?

In Uffner’s case, it was 
knowing the right person.

“A friend with a SoHo 
vintage boutique was ap-
proached by Woody Allen’s 
costume designer, who was 
looking for 1920s clothing 
for the film ‘Zelig.’ My friend 
sent the costume team to my 
apartment, where I had one 
clothing rack full of 1920s 
clothing. They bought ev-
erything,” says Uffner, who 
recalls having an aha! mo-
ment after feeling saddened 
that she had to start her col-
lection all over again. 

The budding entrepre-
neur went from working 
out of her apartment and 

storing 600 cartons of her 
burgeoning collections in 
11 warehouse spaces, to fi-
nally moving everything 
to a loft on Manhattan’s 
West 37th Street. After 10 
years there, the building 
was sold to developers and 
was going to be torn down, 
so she scrambled to find a 
new home and finally found 
her current space at Queens 
Plaza in Long Island City 
over 10 years ago. The rest 
is history. 

Uffner’s remarkable col-
lection — which is not open 
to the public — is a treasure 
trove of one-of-a-kind vin-
tage gems. Each item seems 
to tell a story about the past. 
And unlike today, fashion 
mostly dictated what people 
wore over many decades.

In her search for a new 
home for her veritable vin-
tage museum, she has been 
looking in Queens, the 
Bronx, and beyond.

“The problem is that 
costume designers travel 
mostly by subway, so my 
business has to be close to 
public transportation and 
Broadway. When running 
around for costumes, fabric 
and trim, designers can’t 
take over an hour each way 
plus a half mile walk to 
travel to Brooklyn, for ex-
ample, to pick up items they 
need, and carry garment 

bags and shopping bags 
such distances easily. Time 
is money,” Uffner said.

She said the costume 
designer industry has 
been “tremendously help-
ful, posting pleas for help 
for me in union papers and 
Facebook trade groups, 
asking each other for any 
leads for space for me. No-
one wants me to close. New 
York productions need me 
to remain open for business 
to serve productions here, 
though we also service pro-
ductions across the country 
and abroad.”

So, what does the future 
hold for Uffner’s empire?

“For my business, I 
don’t know. I am consider-
ing all options, but may re-
sult in the collection being 
shipped to the west coast or 
being bought and auctioned 
or sold off... and that would 
be a sad ending to my 40 
years-worth of collecting,” 
she said. 

It’s important to Uffner 

that her business remain 
here on the east coast 
where she still hopes to 
find an affordable space or 
a local opportunity.

“The entertainment in-
dustry in New York City is 
booming — the city boasts 
billions being brought in 
by productions, but with-
out the ancillary costume 
industry businesses, the 
emperor will literally have 
no clothes,” she said. “New 
York needs a costume rent-
al house. We have lost more 
than a dozen costume com-
panies in less than a dozen 
years, primarily because 
rental prices are so prohibi-
tive. Our industry, which 
includes rental houses, cos-
tume makers, milliners, dy-
ers, pleaters, fabric stores, 
undergarment sources, 
trim stores and shoemak-
ers will soon disappear. Los 
Angeles has a plethora of 
costume houses, New York 
might soon have none. That 
is outrageous.”

Celebrating 40 years in business, Long Island City based Helen 
Uffner Vintage Clothing — the largest and oldest in New York City — 
is seeking a new home.

Helen Uffner’s beautifully preserved vintage offerings consist of thousands of authentic items from 
bygone eras, ranging from the 1860s through the 1980s. Photos by Luis Zapata
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

New ferry service will connect LIC,  Lower East Side
BY BILL PARRY

NYC Ferry will expand 
this summer, bringing 
a new connection from 
Long Island City and 
Lower Manhattan, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio announced 
Wednesday.

 The new Lower East 
Side Route will serve 
nearly one million rid-
ers annually, starting at 
the landing at the north 
end of Gantry Plaza State 
Park, with stops at East 
34th Street, Stuyvesant 
Cove, Corlears Hook and 
Wall Street/Pier 11.

“Docks are under con-
struction and new ferries 
are on the way for this 
summer’s new service,” 
de Blasio said. “We can’t 
wait to launch two new 
ferry lines that will help 
New Yorkers get to work 
and school, and to con-
nect with their city.”

The second new line 
is the Soundview Route, 
connecting the Bronx at 

Clason Point to the Up-
per East Side and on to 
Wall Street/Pier 11. Last 
year NYC Ferry’s inau-
gural year, the system 
launched four routes: the 
Rockaway, Astoria and 
South Brooklyn and East 
River. These four served 
nearly three million rid-
ers, surpassing initial 
projections by 34 percent, 
or nearly 800,000 riders.

“It’s been less than 
a year since the first 
NYC Ferry boat carried 
its passengers from the 
Rockaways, and already 
this has become an es-
tablished part of our 
city’s transit,” said Ali-
cia Glen, deputy mayor 
for Housing and Econom-
ic Development. “With 
two new lines and nearly 
1.5 million more passen-
gers using the system 
this year, we’re bringing 
more transit service to 
neighborhoods that need 
it.”

In response to such 

high demand, especially 
on the Rockaway Route, 
NYC Ferry is adding six 
higher-capacity vessels 
to its f leet. The larger 

boats are outfitted with 
larger engines and de-
signed to hold up to 349 
passengers.

The first three of these 

vessels are expected to 
arrive in New York Har-
bor this summer. With 
20 boats operating at 21 
landings across New York 
City by the end of 2018, 
the ferry system will pro-
vide a new and easily ac-
cessible transit option for 
traditionally underserved 
communities where jobs 
and housing are growing 
rapidly, especially along 
the Queens and Brooklyn 
waterfronts.

“Our city’s waterways 
are a unique resource that 
provide opportunities to 
expand the transporta-
tion options available to 
New Yorkers,” City Coun-
cilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside), the chairman 
of the Committee on Eco-
nomic Development, said. 
“I applaud this expan-
sion of ferry service for 
the Lower East Side and 
will continue to advocate 
for further expansions to 
support transportation 
deserts.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside), who was delayed 
twice while riding the No. 
7 subway line Wednesday 
afternoon, hailed the new 
route from Long Island 
City.

“Because the 7 train 
is so unreliable, and the 
MTA is such a mess, any-
time we’re able to add 
mass transit routes into 
and out of Manhattan the 
people of Queens win,” he 
said.

A NYC Ferry ride is 
$2.75, the same as a sub-
way ride, and includes 
free transfers to other 
ferry routes. NYC Ferry 
is hiring captains and 
deckhands for the sum-
mer 2018 season. Job 
seekers can apply direct-
ly through Hornblower’s 
website, www.ferry.nyc.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces a new ferry route will connect Long 
Island City and lower Manhattan, adding a new transit option for 
commuters in western Queens. Photo by Michael Shain
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 11TH 
NOON- 3PM

Building Friendships 
that Last a Lifetime!
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12 Traffi c safety measures coming to Steinway Street
BY BILL PARRY

The first phase of the 
Steinway Street improve-
ment plan will soon be imple-
mented as the city’s Depart-
ment of Transportation plans 
to install three mid-block 
crosswalks and traffic sig-
nals between 30th and 34th 
avenues. 

The enhancements will 
improve safety for thousands 
of people who shop in the 
commercial heart of Astoria 
every day, and they are part 
of an extreme makeover pro-
posed by City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) last year that would 
not only improve safety but 
enhance commerce.

“These traffic mitiga-
tion measures will greatly 
improve the Steinway Street 
experience for pedestrians, 
shoppers, and small business 
owners,” Constantinides 
said. “If the street is safer 
and easier to cross, shoppers 
will be able to walk between 
stores more safely.”

There are currently no 
mid-block crossings along 
Steinway Street, where blocks 

can stretch up to 1,000 feet 
long. A shopper who wants to 
cross between two stores mid-
block by using the crosswalks 
at the end of the block would 
have to walk over 500 feet to 
reach the nearest crosswalk.

While observing the 

commercial strip, DOT 
counted hundreds of pedes-
trians crossing mid-block. 
The addition of the new 
mid-block crosswalks will 
calm car traffic and provide 
additional opportunities for 
shoppers and pedestrians to 

walk between stores.
“Steinway Street is on 

its way to becoming a safer, 
more inviting street for ev-
eryone, thanks to the leader-
ship of Council member Con-
stantinides and the advocacy 
of the Steinway Astoria Part-

nership,” DOT Queens Bor-
ough Commissioner Nicole 
Garcia said. “New signalized 
crosswalks, markings, signs, 
and other treatments at key 
points shorten the distances 
between crossings, making 
it easier for pedestrians of all 
ages to cross safely, shop and 
explore one of the borough’s 
most vibrant and exciting 
commercial corridors.”

Marie Torniali, the execu-
tive director of the Steinway 
Astoria Partnership and the 
chairwoman of Community 
Board 1, said the improve-
ments will help boost busi-
ness at the 300 stores and 
restaurants along the thor-
oughfare.

“The blocks on Steinway 
are easily the length of two 
city blocks and walking to ei-
ther end is a chore,” she said. 
“An added bonus will be that 
shoppers will most likely vis-
it more businesses that they 
might otherwise overlook, 
which will be an aid to our 
small business community.”

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
was encouraged that Con-
stantinides’ plan was so well 

received by the DOT.
This is a case study in how 

government ought to work 
-- for the benefit of commu-
nity residents and businesses 
alike,” she said. 

The DOT presented a sep-
arate plan to change a num-
ber of streets between the As-
toria Houses and the Welling 
Court area. The agency will 
overhaul the intersections of 
Vernon Boulevard, 30th Av-
enue, 8th Street and Astoria 
Boulevard.

The city’s Economic De-
velopment Corporation re-
quested the improvements 
to better ferry access from 
the surrounding residential 
neighborhoods. The plan 
will add five new curb exten-
sions to reduce distances for 
pedestrians to cross, and it 
would convert Main Avenue 
between 8th Street and 30th 
Avenue into a one-way street 
eastbound.

CB1 vote unanimously to 
approve the plan last week.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new report from 
state Comptroller Thom-
as DiNapoli shows that 
job growth in New York 
City has outpaced New 
York state and the rest of 
the country since the end 
of the 2008 recession.  

According to the re-
port, the city added a to-
tal of 702,200 jobs between 
2009 and 2017, an 18.9 per-
cent increase. In compar-
ison, New York state had 
job gains of 11.5 percent 
over the same eight-year 
period.

The rate of job growth 
in New York City is espe-
cially impressive consid-
ering nearly 5 percent of 
the jobs added in the na-
tion since 2009 have been 
in the five boroughs, even 
though the city accounts 
for just 3 percent of the 

nation’s jobs. 
The high numbers 

are coming from jobs 
outside of Manhattan. 
The study found the four 
boroughs outside of Man-
hattan contributed to 47 
percent of the job gains. 
Brooklyn had the fastest 
rate of private sector job 
growth since 2009 with 
38 percent, followed by 
Queens with 24 percent, 
then Manhattan with 20 
percent, Bronx with 15 
percent and Staten Island 
with 14 percent. 

The study revealed 
that the job growth was 
driven by health care, 
business services and 
tourism-related busi-
nesses. Health care is 
the only sector in the 
city that has experi-
enced gains every year 
since 1990, adding 21,400 
jobs in 2017 and bring-

ing total employment to 
519,000, 28 percent more 
than in 2009. The busi-
ness services sector was 
the largest source of new 
jobs during the expan-
sion, adding 174,400 jobs 

from 2009 to 2017 and 
the leisure and hospital-
ity sector accounted for 
one-fifth of the gains be-
tween 2009 and 2017 with 
139,400 jobs. More than 
three-quarters of the 

gains were in bars and 
restaurants.

The report added 
that the revitalization of 
neighborhoods through-
out the city have contrib-
uted to strong job growth, 
with 10 neighborhoods 
that had growth that ex-
ceeded 40 percent, includ-
ing the Queens neigh-
borhoods of Bay Ridge, 
Howard Beach and South 
Ozone Park. No neighbor-
hood in the city lost jobs 
between 2009 and 2017.

The unemployment 
rate in the city hit its 
peak  in October 2009 dur-
ing the Great Recession, 
rising to 10.2 percent. In 
March 2017, the unem-
ployment rate reached its 
lowest level in 41 years 
down to just 4 percent. 
The report said since 
March, it rose slightly to 
4.3 percent in December 

2017 due to more people 
entering the work force, 
encouraged by the strong 
economy.

The report also noted 
that the 2017 unemploy-
ment rate for African-
Americans in the city was 
5.6 percent and 5.9 percent 
for Hispanics, higher than 
for the 3.1 percent unem-
ployment rate for whites 
and 3.7 percent for Asians. 
Despite the city’s unem-
ployment rate for African-
Americans being signifi-
cantly lower than the 7.7 
percent national average, 
the unemployment rate 
for Hispanics was moder-
ately higher than the 5.1 
percent national average, 
the report said. 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

City Councilman Costa Constantinides (c.) announces the first phase of his plan to revitalize 
Steinway Street, the “beating heart of Astoria,” beginning with traffic mitigation measures. 

Courtesy of Constantinides’ office

City job growth outruns state in all boros: DiNapoli

A new Study from the state Comptroller said that job growth in 
the city has been driven by the health care industry.  

Photo by Michael Shain
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CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
luhisummercamps.org

Wildlife Conservation Society 
Zoos and Aquarium Camps
From the school year to the summer, 
from toddlers to teens, Wildlife 
Conservation Society education 
programs offer something fun for 
everyone!
Visit wcs.org/parks/programs
or call 1-800-433-4149 for more
information.

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510,
aviatorsports.com

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200,
millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
Multiple Locations
718-788-7732,
parkslopedaycamp.com

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510, aviatorsports.com

ArchBishop Molloy
83-53 Manton St., Briarwood NY 11435
718-441- 2100
memorial15.com, molloyhs.org 

Kew Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-268-4667 Ext. 108
kewforest.org/summer 

Christ the King
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
718-366-7454
ctkny.org, ckkids@ctkny.org

Joe’s Music Center & 
Performing Arts, Inc
114-04 Farmers Blvd., St. Albans NY 11412
718-454-3036,  joemusiccenter.org

The School of American Ballet

Beauty of Ballet
A performance featuring faculty member Katrina Killian and advanced students from the School of American Ballet

SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2018, AT 2:00 PM

for ages 4 and above the presents

 These programs are supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council and 
Council Members Daniel Garodnick, Stephen Levin, and Helen Rosenthal, and by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts.

School of American Ballet is the official school of New York City Ballet | www.sab.org

 Photos by Rosalie O’Connor; Stars and Stripes choreography by George Balanchine © The George Balanchine Trust

See excerpts from classical ballets and 
learn how talented young students train 

to become professional dancers!

Kumble Theater at LIU Brooklyn
One University Plaza, on Flatbush Ave.,

between DeKalb Ave. and Willoughby St.

FREE ADMISSION 
No tickets or reservations required
Seating is fi rst-come, fi rst-served

A T  L I N C O L N  C E N T E R

A FREE 

family 

program in 

Brookyln!
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The event will feature
informa tional seminars and more than 50 
vendor booths showcasing a variety of 
facilities, products and services such as 
assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, adult day care, 
audiology, elder care options, community 
wellness initiatives, and more.
Preventative Cardiovascular Testing Available

Sunday, March 11th

9:30am – 2pm
New Larger Location!
QUEENS COLLEGE
FITZGERALD GYM
Reeves Ave. Entrance at 153rd St., Flushing, NY 11367
(Just south of the LIE between Main St.Exit 23 and Kissena Blvd. Exit 24)
For GPS directions enter 153rd St. and Reeves Ave., Queens, NY

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE Parking
FREE Lunch
if you register by March 8th

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

9:45 am
What to do now to protect your 
family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the benefi ts 
and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Closing the NYC mobility gap

1:30 pm 
Taking charge: Know your 
healthcare options and how to 
access them at every stage of life

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S
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St. Patrick’s Day Irish Music from Sean Moloney Starting at 5PM
Sunday Brunch $13.95 11AM-3PM

Includes 1 Bloody Mary, Mimosa, Screwdriver or Draft Beer 
or $26.95 Unlimited Drinks (2 hours)

Irish Breakfast

O’Neill’s Maspeth Invites You 
to Join Us to Celebrate

St. Patrick’s Day 
March 17th

Irish Specials 

Fitzpatrick Academy 
of Irish Dance

Traditional Irish Favorites

and Shepherd’s Pie

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1933
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

and remove the billboard,” 
Simotas said.

An MTA spokesman 
said the agency “will re-
spond directly to the as-
semblywoman.”

In a separate letter 
sent to city Department of 
Buildings Commissioner 
Rick D. Chandler Feb. 21, 
Simotas asked that he in-
vestigate the zoning viola-
tion posed by the MTA’s il-
luminated billboard large 
size and that he remove 
the billboard as soon as 
possible.

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights) and City 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) 
are demanding answers 
from Amtrak on its fail-
ure to properly maintain 
its properties and address 
significant public safety 
risks. Astoria residents 
have long-expressed alarm 
over Amtrak’s refusal to 
adequately manage its 
properties and mitigate 
the environmental and in-
frastructural concerns of 
the community.

In a letter sent Feb. 
20 , Crowley and Constan-
tinides urged Amtrak 
to ITS obligations to the 
public by repaving and 
reconstructing the public 
right of way surrounding 
23rd Avenue between 36 

and 35th streets, and they 
included photos of cracked 
and broken concrete side-
walks.

“It is shameful that a 
federal agency has such 
a concerted disregard for 
the communities it most 
directly affects and touch-
es,” the lawmakers wrote. 
“The residents of Astoria 
deserve to be able to walk 
on the sidewalk without 
fear of tripping into a gap-
ing hole. It is a basic expec-
tation that, unfortunately, 
Amtrak has failed to de-
liver on. Beyond that, the 
lack of care and concern 
for the neighborhoods 
Amtrak does business in 
is not limited to this loca-
tion alone. In fact, Queens 
is replete with glaring 
examples of Amtrak’s ab-
dication of their respon-
sibility to maintain their 
properties.”

An Amtrak spokesman 
said the agency has re-
ceived the letter and is in 
the process of reviewing 
their concerns, as well as 
any potential next steps 
that might be required.

“Our preliminary re-
view indicates responsi-
bility for sidewalk main-
tenance is the obligation 
of the agency that main-
tains the roadway — in 
this case, the New York 
City Department of Trans-
portation,” he said. “We 
look forward to working 
with Congressman Crow-
ley, Council Member Con-
stantinides and the New 
York City Department of 
Transportation on this 
issue.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Billboard

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas says a new illuminated billboard 
along the side of the Astoria Boulevard subway station puts motor-
ists in danger and must be removed. Courtesy of Simotas’ office

trano because he “just lost 
it.” If convicted, Lewis fac-
es 25 years to life in pris-
on, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

Lewis’s Legal Aid So-
ciety defense attorneys 
argued an initial police 
stop two months before 
the killing was improp-
er, according to court 
papers. The NYPD said 
Lewis had exhibited sus-
picious behavior when 
he was stopped, while his 
attorneys argued he was 
stopped because he was 
a black man walking in a 
white neighborhood.

During the stop on 
May 13, 2016, police asked 

for his name and address, 
information that was later 
used to get Lewis’s DNA 
sample. Prosecutors said 
the stop and questioning 
was permissible because 
it was based on a 911 call 
about a trespasser.

In his ruling, Judge La-
sak said Supreme Court 
precedent holds that the 
identity of a defendant is 
never suppressible, even 
if preceded by an unlaw-
ful arrest, search or inter-
rogation.

“We are pleased with 
the court’s decision and 
the case will proceed ac-
cordingly,” a spokeswom-
an  for the Queens District 
Attorney said.

The Legal Aid Society 
disagrees with the court’s 
suppression ruling and its 
legal reasoning.

“The police had no 
probable cause to stop Mr. 
Lewis and then search 
his name through private 
sources to obtain his ad-
dress and other personal 
information not open to 
the public,” The Legal Aid 
Society said in a state-
ment. “This decision does 
not at all affect Mr. Lew-
is’s presumption of inno-
cence. The defense team 
will continue to challenge 
the accuracy and reliabil-
ity of Mr. Lewis’s state-
ments to the police, as 
well as the DNA evidence 
that purports to connect 
Mr. Lewis, in preparation 
for trial.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Vetrano
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000, www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461, (718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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and they have lost their in-
dustrial printers and copy 
machines. Film equipment, 
keyboards, and artwork 
have also been destroyed, 
Branch said. 

Greg Branch, Sekou’s 
cousin and the executive 
chairman of the Afrikan 
Poetry Theatre, said that the 
items are being examined by 
a claims adjuster for insur-
ance purposes, and while 
expensive, can be replaced. 
What can’t be replaced are 
the things that the members 
and leaders of the center hold 
dear. 

“Some of the materials 
are priceless to us,” Greg 
Branch said. “You’ve got 
photographs that date back 
to the founding of the theatre 
in the 1970s, which obviously 
you can’t put a price on.” 

Photos of Queens and 
New York City luminaries 
were among the items lost.

At the time of the fire, 
Sekou Branch was on his 
way to see the “Black Pan-
ther” film, as a Black His-
tory Month film festival was 

being held at the center. He 
said about 40 others attended 
the event.

The festival started 
around 7:30 p.m. and he re-
ceived a phone call from the 
fire marshal at 8 p.m. last 
Saturday.

None of the festivalgoers 
where hurt during the fire, 
according to the cousins. 
The Black History Month 
film festival was a collabo-
ration with the Museum of 
Moving Image. Some of the 
films were screened in the 
film center in Astoria, and 
the last three films were to 
be shown Saturday at the Af-
rikan Poetry Theatre. 

The screening was de-
layed, but the cousins said 
they want to finish off the se-
ries at a yet to be announced 
date, either at MOMI or an 
art center in Jamaica.

As they wait to learn 
what aid the insurance com-
pany will offer, they said 
they will use the renovation 
money they have been sav-
ing toward fixing the center. 
They have also started a  Go-
FundMe campaign . 

The cousins hope that 
their tragedy can turn things 
around for the center. 

Continued from Page 1 

Fire
In attendance was May-

or Bill de Blasio, Public 
Advocate Letitia James, 
NYPD Commissioner 
James O’Neill and the 
Byrne family, including 
older brother Deputy Com-
missioner for Legal Mat-
ters Larry Byrne. 

The dedication cer-
emony was outside the 
precinct, located at 168-
02 91st Ave. in Jamaica, 
and kicked off with the 
marching of the police 
color guard and the “Star-
Spangled Banner” sung by 
Officer Makiah Brown. 

Later the guests re-
marked on the officer’s 
bravery before the un-
veiled the blue sign, which 
had his name on it along 
with the NYPD police 
shield logo. 

Days after his 22nd 
birthday, Byrne was as-
sassinated at the inter-
section of 107th Avenue 
and Inwood Street in 
South Jamaica while 
in his patrol car trying 
to protect a Guyanese-

American who had re-
ported criminal activity 
in his neighborhood. 

“In 1988, the 103rd was 
one of the busiest precincts 
in the city,” said Byrne’s 
older brother. “The resi-
dents and business own-
ers here were terrorized 
by violence and gangs who 
tried to control whole parts 
of the neighborhood.” 

Despite how crime-rid-

den the area surrounding 
the 103rd Precinct was, 
Byrne chose to work in that 
department after finishing 
his time in the police acad-
emy in 1987.

Byrne was shot five 
times after notorious drug 
kingpin Howard “Pappy” 
Mason ordered a hit on 
a police officer as a way 
to send a message to the 
NYPD.

“He did not die in vain,” 
O’Neill said. “That was 
the beginning. That was a 
wake up call for the whole 
city.”

Mason’s actions instead 
resulted in the nation rally-
ing against the crime wave 
of the 1970s and ‘80s and 
the formation of the Tacti-
cal Narcotics Task Force a 
month later. 

He is also serving life in 
prison at a maximum se-
curity prison in Florence, 
Colorado. 

“I want everyone to re-
member that in that pain-
ful time, and it was such a 
difficult (time) in the city’s 
history, Eddie was there to 
protect someone who was 
doing what we would want 
them to do, who came for-

ward to testify against a 
criminal gang,” de Blasio 
said.

As of 2017, crime in 
Queens and throughout the 
city has been at the lowest 
point since the 1950s, the 
mayor told a press confer-
ence in November. 

“Because of the tens of 
thousands that came after 
him, this is one of the saf-
est neighborhoods in the 
city,” said Larry Byrne.  
“This is a great community 
of hardworking people who 
support Eddie and their po-
lice officers.”

James remembered 
Byrne’s death because her 
mother lived two blocks 
from the killing on Inwood 
Street and was one of the 
many community members 
who went to the site of the 
assassination and prayed 
for his family.

“Now that she and Eddie 
have transitioned,” James 
said, “they are praying 
that each and every officer 
returns home safely.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Byrne

Fallen hero Police Officer 
Edward Byrne was honored at 
a dedication ceremony with 
an avenue renamed after him 
on the 30th anniversary of his 
death. 
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Easter Dinner!

69-40 MYRTLE AVE  I  GLENDALE, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  STAMMTISCHPORKSTORE.COM


