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Nurses at New York-Pres-

byterian Hospital Queens 
in Flushing held a rally last 
week to demand fair wages. 

At the March 1 rally, reg-
istered nurses said eight 
months of negotiations were 
long enough and listed their 
demands before talks were 
set to begin this Monday. Ac-
cording to organizers from 
the 1199SEIU union, after 
eight months of bargaining, 
there is still little progress 
in negotiations.

Nurses who are part of 
the union, along with sup-
porters, held a rally in front 
of the hospital, located at 56-
45 Main Street. Local elected 
officials and their represen-
tatives came to show support 
for the nurses, including 
state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), a representa-
tive from Congresswoman 
Grace Meng’s (D-Flushing) 

office and Ibrahim Khan, the 
chief of staff for Public Advo-
cate Letitia James. 

The nurses said their top 
priorities in negotiations 
were health insurance ben-
efits. According to 1199SEIU 
union representatives, man-
agement has proposed altera-
tions to the existing contract 
that would allow them to alter 
health insurance benefits at 
any time. They also demand-
ed staffing level improve-
ments, which they said are 
currently below standard, 
and the nurses are propos-
ing attendance incentives for 
better patient outcomes and 
finally they are fighting for 
fair wages and supplemental 
health care for pre-Medicare 
retirees aged 62-65. 

About 50 nurses held up 
signs that read “Respect Reg-
istered Nurses” and chanted 
“What do we want? Con-
tracts!” “When do we want 

The 111th Precinct introduces its new commanding officer, Capt. John Hall, at a recent Community 
Board 11 meeting. See story on Page 3. Photo by Mark Hallum

NEW TOP COP IN BAYSIDE

Continued on Page 52

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 10 64 total pages

BY MARK HALLUM

A message scrawled on 
the desk from an unidenti-
fied school in Queens claim-
ing a shooting would occur 
March 5, shook the borough 
earlier this week, but the 
NYPD determined it was 
not a credible threat.

The note said the indi-
vidual would commit blood-
shed just weeks after the 
Feb. 14 mass shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, 
Fla., resulted in the deaths 
of 14 students and three 

teachers and brought the 
topic of gun control to the 
forefront of national dis-
course once again.

“NYPD thoroughly in-
vestigated the threat and 
determined it was not cred-
ible,” city Dept. of Educa-
tion spokeswoman Miranda 
Barbot said. “Safety is our 
top priority, and we are pro-
viding additional security 
to support the school com-
munity.”

Schools reacted as they 
saw fit with authorities tak-
ing full precautions against 
the threat which began cir-

culating during the week 
prior to March 5  and Bay-
side High School Principal 
Michael Athy sent an email 
 to students calming them 
against the dark message 
while asking them to exer-
cise a healthy dose of skep-
ticism.

“There is a Snapchat 
photo of something written 
at a desk at another school 
making the rounds among 
kids via social media. The 
police and other authori-
ties are well aware of it and 
apparently it has been cir-

Continued on Page 52

Nurses demand fair pay
at New York-Presbyterian

Registered nurses gathered outside New York-Presbyterian Queens for a 
1199SEIU rally last Thursday.  Photo by Gina Martinez 

Schools on defensive
Shooting threat discredited by city Dept. of Education

COME TO 
THE NYC ELDER CARE EXPO

AT QUEENS COLLEGE 
THIS SUNDAY!

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

See page 31 for details.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Police have taken action 
in clearing Willets Point. 

On Feb. 28, the NYPD 
and city Department of 
Sanitation led an over-
night operation to remove 
abandoned vehicles in the 
Willets Point area in Co-
rona following multiple 
complaints from area busi-
ness owners. From 8 p.m. to 
11 a.m. the following day, 
NYPD said it removed and 
issued summonses to  up to 
100 cars. 

Police said 85 cars were 
tagged for removal, 12 vehi-
cles were summonsed and 
50 were towed away for dis-
posal. The following day, 
the 110th Precinct tweeted 
photos of the operation with 
the caption, “You spoke we 
listened, in and around 
Willets Point a joint opera-
tion conducted overnight 
with NYC Sanitation.”

Willets Point’s future 
has been in limbo for years. 
The land adjacent to Citi 
Field has been the center 
of a huge lawsuit. Queens 
Development Group had 
been fighting to build a pro-
posed megamall and movie 
theater on the 30-acre site 
where Shea Stadium  once 

stood. The lawsuit, filed in 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
in February 2014 by state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) — along with the City 
Club of New York, Queens 
Civic Congress, members 
of Willets Point United and 
nearby residents and busi-
ness owners —  challenged 
the transfer of Queens 
parkland worth about $1 
billion.

The lawsuit focused on 
the proper use of the land. 
The megamall was slated to 
be built on the parking lot 
east of Citi Field, which is 
technically still parkland 
owned by Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park and un-
der lease to the New York 
Mets. Arguments centered 
around a 1961 law allowing 
the construction of Shea 
Stadium in Flushing Mead-
ows Park.

In a 5-1 decision last 
June, the court decided that 
the developers needed con-
sent from state Legislators 
before moving forward.

In early February, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and Borough 
President Melinda Katz an-
nounced their new plan for 
the abandoned land that 
promised construction of 
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BY MARK HALLUM

A Fordham University 
freshman and Little Neck 
resident is aiming to bring 
his proposal for improved 
bus service to fruition after 
presenting his case to Com-
munity Board 11 this week.

Stephan Popa drafted the 
“Little Neck LiNK” to ex-
tend Q36 bus service from 
its terminus in Glen Oaks to 
the Little Neck LIRR station 
while increasing frequency 
of service so commuters can 
make their connection to 
the LIRR without having to 
rush.

“Under current opera-
tion, Q36 buses turn left 
at 41st Avenue and a right 
on 249th Street and a right 
on 40th Avenue,” Popa ex-
plained. “This is a problem 
for obvious reasons, because 
if it goes around the entire 
loop, it’s a disadvantage for 
commuters. So my proposal 
is to turn it back around on 

40th Avenue and terminate 
immediately. This allows for 
quicker termination time for 
people to exit the bus and get 
to the Long Island Rail Road. 
This means there will be less 
running on the street, less 
trips and falls and most im-
portantly, less ducking un-
der the railroad gate, which 
is especially dangerous.”

Popa’s proposal would 
also move the footbridge 
spanning tracks of the LIRR 
station closer to the vehicle 
crossing at the western end 
of each platform.

The current bridge, re-
placed in December 2016 af-
ter the old one had reached 
the end of its feasible life, 
is situated in the middle of 
the platforms. As commut-
ers arrive on the south side 
of the Port Washington line, 
they often race to meet their 
Penn Station-bound trains, 
dangerously crossing while 
the arms are down.

MTA police have been 

known to patrol the cross-
ing, issuing criminal sum-
mons to people who duck 
under the arms as trains ap-
proach the station.

But safer, better service is 
not the only goal for the pro-
posal. Popa hopes the plan 
could link people to commu-
nity centers, businesses and 
events, in addition to getting 
cars off the road.

“Adding Q36 Saturday 
service... would increase 
connections between resi-
dents, businesses and cul-
tural events,” Popa said. 
“Increasing service around 
the elderly and young people 
will make both demograph-
ics less likely to own or drive 
cars to easily tap into com-
munity resources, which is 
the Samuel Field Y, Queens 
County Farm Museum as 
well as various houses of 
worship [and] business dis-
tricts.”

 The community board 

A Fordham University student unveiled a proposal to improve bus service in northeast Queens.

CB 11 back Q36 plan Abandoned cars towed 
from Willets Point 

NYPD and the Department of Sanitation removed and summoned over 
100 abandoned cars at Willets Point last week.

Continued on Page 52

Little Neck aims for big improvements in bus service 

Continued on Page 52
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www.metrocitybank.com

Fort Lee Branch

Bayside Branch

- Commercial & SBA Loans - 
Kenny Hong 201-720-8166

Joseph Kim 646-740-8997

- Residential Mortgage Loans (NMLS#874399) -
Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288

Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-693-7006 

10 Month CD 
1.80% APY*

The rate is effective as of January 24, 2018 and subject to change without notice

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield          *Minimum $1,000 to open 
*Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal before maturity

FOLLOW US ON:

RESCUE • NURTURE • ADOPT • EDUCATE

Photo By Ellen Dunn

OPEN FOR ADOPTIONS:
Monday - Friday • 4 PM - 9 PM
Saturday & Sunday • 12 PM - 8 PM

25 Davis  Ave. ,  Port  Washington,  NY 11050   
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Hi!

North Shore Animal League America 
has many puppies, kittens, dogs, and 
cats to choose from. Mixed-breeds, 
purebreds, and small breeds too! 

COME MEET ME  
AND MY FRIENDS!

The hardest choice  

The easiest choice  
IS PICKING JUST ONE.

IS PICKING A RESCUE PET.

MY NAME IS
L I L Y

RR006

Sweet, friendly, affectionate, loyal, curious, 
adventurous, enthusiastic, playful, very 
energetic, fun loving, housebroken, l ikes 

treats and toys. Come down to Animal League 
America and visit Lily today!

111th Precinct welcomes new deputy inspector

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The 111th Precinct bid 

farewell to Deputy Inspector 
William McBride and wel-
comed a new face to the role 
of leading law enforcement 
in northeast Queens.

Community Council Presi-
dent Jack Fried said McBride 
was rotated out of the pre-
cinct, as is customary in the 
NYPD every two three years. 
He pointed out that the pre-
cinct is looking forward to a 
new chapter with a familiar 
face in Capt. John Hall.

“We were very happy with 
McBride. When he was here, 
he was out there. You could 
always sit down in his of-
fice and talk to him. We feel 
bad losing him, but we know 
Capt. Hall - he’s been at our 
precinct as a deck officer,” 
Fried said. “[He’s] a very nice 
guy, pleasant, and hopefully 
we have a good relationship 
with him like we did with 
McBride.”

Hall, a Sunnyside resi-

dent, appeared before Com-
munity Board 11’s monthly 
meeting on March 5   and ex-
plained he had worked with 
the 48th and 52nd precincts 
in the Bronx and spent some 
time with the 5th Precinct in 
Manhattan’s Chinatown

“I know what we face as 
Queens residents — parking 
is a big issue,” Hall said, ex-
plaining he planned to keep 
enforcing against illegal 
parking of abandoned cars 
on residential streets. 

One board member asked 
Hall how he planned to ad-
dress the fact that residents 
often report calling commu-
nity affairs at the 111th with-
out receiving a response, and 
recently one called without 
even reaching an answering 
machine on the other end.

Hall said the new neigh-
borhood policing program 
in the precinct should give 
residents a line to officers in 
the program through email 
to address non-emergency is-
sues.

Others hoped the new com-
manding officer would help 
alleviate their woes regarding 
illegal fireworks in neighbor-
hoods, an issue which Hall 

said the precinct would be 
handling.

McBride had come to the 
111th in 2015 after having 
spent all 24 of his previous 

years with NYPD in Queens 
at other precincts, including 
the 108th.

The 111th was McBride’s 
first opportunity to lead a pre-
cinct of his own, which he said 
was always his goal upon be-
ing promoted to captain.

“When new blood comes, in 
things change, but hopefully 
whatever changes are made 
will be for the better,” Fried 
said. “Our precinct is not a 
high-crime precinct. Most of 
our problems are local break-
ins or tires stolen off of cars, 
or what have you, and it re-
quires a different touch when 
dealing with the community.”

The 111th Precinct Com-
munity Council meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday was 
canceled so that Hall could 
have an orientation period 
with the officers he will be 
serving with.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

One of Capt. John Hall’s duties this week was hosting a visit from Lisa 
Tuozzolo, widow of slain officer Paul Tuozzolo, at the Northern Boulevard 
station house. She is speaking at precincts around the city this winter.  

Photo by Bruce Adler 

Capt. John Hall replaces William McBride as leading officer in northeast Queens
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FLIP

BY MARK HALLUM

Elected officials are call-
ing for the MTA to backtrack 
on a revision to the Freedom 
Ticket proposal, a reduced rate 
for LIRR commuters at select 
south Queens stations, to in-
clude both Atlantic Terminal 
and Penn Station as a final des-
tination.

First proposed by the New 
York City Transit Riders Coun-
cil in 2015, Freedom Ticket was 
designed to make the transit 
deserts of south Queens more 
accessible to the rest of the city 
by allowing residents to get 
tickets to key transfer hubs for 
$6.50, as opposed to the usual 
$10.25.

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz addressed the 
issue in a joint letter to MTA 
Chairman Joe Lhota with 
seven other electeds calling 
for the state agency to bring 

Penn Station back into the 
proposal since the commute 
would be cost-prohibitive for 
many of their constituents and 
increase their travel time by a 
half hour if forced to transfer 
from Atlantic Terminal.

“As you know, we have been 
avid supporters of the ‘Free-
dom Ticket’ plan put forward 
by the New York City Transit 
Riders Council (NYCTRC) 
in 2015,” the elected officials 
wrote in the joint letter, warn-
ing against the transfer that 
would lengthen commuting 
time. “Given this significant 
limitation, without the option 
of Penn Station, I expect few 
southeast Queens residents 
would use Freedom Tickets 
if the pilot program is imple-
mented in its current state. 
The pilot is therefore being set 
up for failure, an outcome that 
is unacceptable, as it will not 

Revised ‘Freedom Ticket’ 
irks elected offi cials 

Riders campaign to hold 
Cuomo accountable to MTA

BY MARK HALLUM

Public transit advoca-
cy group Riders Alliance 
launched a campaign for strap-
hangers to hold Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo responsible for the state 
of the city’s subways, which 
continue to suffer a high num-
ber of delays from antiquated 
infrastructure.

An event at Queensboro 
Plaza kicked off the campaign 
on Feb. 28, at which the group 
spoke with commuters about 
holding Cuomo and the MTA 
accountable for the state of the 
city’s transit system and to call 
on the state to include MTA 
funding in the FY 2019 budget.

The event came a week after 
the launch of a contest by the 
organization, which handed 
out a chocolate MetroCard to 
riders with the worst commute 
stories.

“Subway riders are racking 
up #WorstCommutes with no 
end in sight,” Rebecca Bailin, 
Riders Alliance Campaign 
Manager, said. “New Yorkers 
are experiencing a transit cri-
sis born of a lack of accountabil-
ity. Subway civics lets riders 

know who to hold accountable 
for better, more reliable ser-
vice. Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
legislators must lead this year 
on the funding we need for sev-
eral million New Yorkers to 
once again get to work — and 
school — on time.”

MTA spokesman Shams 
Tarek issued the same state-
ment the agency prepared for 
the launch of the “Worst Com-
mute” contest two weeks ear-
lier in response to the event at 
Queensboro Plaza.

“Today, 50,000 New York 
City Transit employees moved 
nearly 6 million people on the 
subway and 2.5 million bus rid-
ers. They operated trains, fixed 
signals and switches, repaired 
track, navigated the clogged 
streets of New York City and 
helped customers find their way 
– that’s what we’re focused on.”

BY BILL PARRY

The NYPD has stepped 
up enforcement at a dozen of 
the borough’s busiest inter-
sections as part of a citywide 
crackdown on motorists who 
block the box, which was 
launched Monday during an 
announcement from Mayor 
Bill de Blasio.

Drivers who enter inter-
sections without sufficient 
space on the other side create 
a cascading effect on traffic 
and pose a danger to pedestri-
ans, who cannot cross streets 
safely.

“Late last year, we an-
nounced a series of initiatives 
designed to address conges-
tion issues around New York 
City, a symptom of the city’s 
record population and eco-
nomic vitality,” de Blasio said. 
“Blocking the box is one area 
where focused NYPD enforce-
ment can and will make a big 
difference to keep traffic mov-
ing around hot spots in every 
borough.”

As part of Clear Intersec-
tions, the city’s Department of 
Transportation has installed 

special markings and updated 
signage at key intersections 
to make drivers aware of the 
increased enforcement. The 
city chose intersections along 
major routes leading to river 

crossings, highway on-ramps, 
and commercial centers. The 
NYPD is adding 50 uniformed 
officers to enforce block the 
box violations, where viola-
tors will face minimum fines 

of $115 and possible points that 
can lead to the loss of a driver’s 
license.

“Drivers who block inter-
sections are contributing to 
overall congestion, and their 

disregard of this particu-
lar traffic rule comes at the 
expense of other drivers in-
cluding emergency vehicles,” 
NYPD Chief of Transporta-
tion Thomas Chan said. “The 
NYPD’s enforcement efforts 
will reduce congestion and im-
prove pedestrian safety. Mo-
torists should be advised that 
officers will be out in force 
issuing summonses to those 
who block the box.”

Among the intersections 
where enforcement will be 
increased in the borough are 
Queens Boulevard and Skill-
man Avenue; Northern Boule-
vard and Queens Boulevard in 
Long Island City; 71st Avenue 
and Austin Street in Forest 
Hills; Metropolitan Avenue 
and 60th Street in Ridgewood; 
and Main Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue in Flushing.

“Main Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue is one of the busiest in-
tersections in New York City, 
and ‘blocking the box’ by cars, 
trucks, and even buses is one 
of the largest contributors to 
traffic congestion,” Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 

The NYPD is stepping up enforcement at a dozen Queens intersections issuing stiff fines for motorists who 
“block the box” in an effort to ease congestion. Photo by Michael Shain 

Transit advocates are campaigning 
for commuters to hold Gov. Cuomo 
accountable to funding the MTA. 

Photo courtesy of Riders Alliance

City cracks down on block the boxers
Twelve borough intersections eyed for stronger rule enforcement to reduce congestion

Continued on Page 57

Continued on Page 57

Continued on Page 57
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Second time’s the charm
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s se-
lection for a new schools chan-
cellor went from feeling like a 
simple draft pick to a soap op-
era in the course of five days, 
but Monday he announced 
that Houston Superintendent 
Richard Carranza will replace 
the city’s top educational offi-
cial, Carmen Fariña. 

As the chancellor, Carran-
za will be managing over five 
times as many students and 
schools than he did as the su-
perintendent in Houston.

He was responsible for 
216,000 students and 290 
schools in the seventh-largest 
school system in the country. 
Queens County alone has 352 
public schools and 283,354 
students. In his new role, Car-
ranza will be presiding over 
1.1 million students overall in 
more than 1,700 public schools 
in the largest educational sys-
tem in the United States. 

“Richard is the right per-

son to lead our school system 
forward as we build on the 
progress we’ve made over the 
past four years and make our 
vision of equity and excellence 
for every child a reality,” de 
Blasio said. 

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), a high-
ranking member of the Edu-
cation Committee in the Leg-
islature, is optimistic about 
Carranza’s appointment, but 
believes the new chancellor 
may face some tough challeng-
es and admits he was holding 
out for a New Yorker to lead 
city’s education system. 

“I am very hopeful that 
Richard Carranza will contin-
ue in her footsteps and be the 
guiding hand that all of our 
school children need,” Add-
abbo said, referring to Fariña. 
“However, the New York City 
school system is much larger 
than Houston’s and can be 
overwhelming with the dif-
ferent problems facing each 
school. I am disappointed that 

Mayor de Blasio did not go 
with a candidate from New 
York City or New York state.”

Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), a rank-
ing member of the Council’s 
Committee on Education, was 
less apprehensive about Car-
ranza.

“Chancellor Carranza is a 
seasoned educator and is a ter-
rific choice for our schools,” 
Dromm said. “He has an excel-
lent track record when it comes 
to delivering for undeserved 
communities, including Eng-
lish Language Learners, spe-
cial education students, and 
LGBT youth.”

Carranza is the son of 
working-class immigrants 
from Mexico who instilled in 
him the importance of educa-
tion while he was growing up 
in Arizona, and he went on to 
become a teacher, principal, 
administrator and superin-
tendent in San Francisco and 
Houston. In San Francisco, 

Mayor Bill de Blasio secured his second pick for Schools 
Chancellor with Houston superintendent Richard Carranza. 

Courtesy of the Mayor’s office

BY BILL PARRY
 
As the city prepares to 

convert a second hotel into 
a temporary shelter for the 
homeless in the Blissville sec-
tion of Long Island City, the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices is organizing a public 
hearing focused on the new 
borough-based facility at the 
Fairfield Inn by Marriott.

With DHS already oper-
ating a shelter two blocks 
away at the City View Inn 
on Greenpoint Avenue, and a 

third operating at the former 
Best Western hotel on the 
border with Sunnyside, the 
agency wanted to open a dia-
logue with the community.

“Every neighborhood 
across New York City has a 
part to play in addressing 
this citywide challenge,” DHS 
spokesman Isaac McGinn 
said. “We remain committed 
to open,  ongoing engagement 
with the community and look 
forward to discussing how we 
can most effectively work to-

LIC angry over shelters

Comrie, Pheffer Amato call 
for toll fi ne amnesty program

BY MARK HALLUM

As MTA bridges and tun-
nels have gone fully cashless, 
motorists have reported re-
ceiving collections notices for 
overdue tolls levying thousand 
in fines for bills they never re-
ceived.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) and Assembly-
woman Stacy Pheffer Amato 
(D-Rockaway), however, are 
calling for the MTA to estab-
lish an amnesty program for 
these types of cases, claiming 
it is unfair for the state to slap 
a $100 fine on an unpaid toll of 
usually $8.50.

“We have many residents 
who are working and trying 
to maintain their bills only 
to find out after 60 days when 
the fine was imposed that 
they have an impending bill 
because there was a cashless 
toll that didn’t register... or for 
whatever reason didn’t read 
the E-ZPass going through it,” 
Comrie said. “The system is a 

mess.”
Comrie was joined on the 

steps of Queens Borough Hall 
March 1 by Debra Wolf, who 
received a number of viola-
tions commuting from south 
Queens to New Jersey, where 
she works. Wolf said she 
crossed the Verrazano Bridge 
twice a day, five days a week 
for an entire month without 
the knowledge charges were 

not going through to her EZ-
Pass.

On Christmas Eve, she was 
told by a collection agency 
she would need to pay $2,000 
— $100 for each crossing plus 
the $8.50 toll — immediately 
or her vehicle’s registration 
would be pulled.

“I’m still going down every 
two weeks, three weeks to EZ-
Pass to continue paying down. 
It’s put me into debt,” Wolf 
said. “It’s very, very faulty and 
very expensive.”

Comrie said that a driver 
can search her violations 
through the DMV by punch-
ing in her license plate, but the 
EZPass system does not oper-
ate that way. The only way for 
a motorist to know if he or she 
has an unpaid toll violation is 
if they receive a mail notifica-
tion and have a violation num-
ber.

Pheffer Amato said the 
Thruway Authority had of-
fered an amnesty program 

Debra Wolf found out on Christmas 
Eve she owed the state $2,000 af-
ter issues with EZPass led to un-
paid tolls and violations. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Blissville residents are speaking out about the city’s decision to 
shelter homeless men instead of families at the City View Inn on 
Greenpoint Avenue. Photo by Bill Parry

Richard Carranza in as new schools chancellor

Continued on Page 57

Continued on Page 57

Continued on Page 57
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Ozone Park lawyer George 

Russo is the newest member 
of the Queens Library board 
of trustees.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz announced the 
appointment of the long-time 
Queens community activist 
Monday.

Russo has been an active 
public servant for decades, 
serving as a member of 
Queens Community Board 
10, which covers Ozone Park, 
South Ozone Park, Howard 
Beach and South Richmond 
Hill since 2012. He was also 
a member of School Board 
27 from 1983 through 1989, 
serving as its president in 
1986. 

Katz said his long history 
of community involvement 
made him the perfect candi-
date for the board. 

“George Russo has long 
demonstrated his commit-
ment to public service and 

to the communities and 
families of Queens,” she 
said. “His experience will 
be a valuable addition to the 
board, which is entrusted 
with governing our bor-
ough’s great public library 
system, and we thank him 
for his service.”

Russo said as someone 
who has devoted much of 
his life to furthering civic 

causes, he is thankful for 
Katz’s appointment. 

“I am committed to using 
my legal and public service 
experience to ensure that 
Queens Library is governed 
with transparency and fis-
cal soundness,” he said. “We 
are committed to continuing 
to provide quality service to 
the Queens residents who 
rely upon Queens Library’s 
vast catalog of books and 
other media and on its many 
educational, cultural and 
community programs.”

Russo served as an assis-
tant district attorney with 
the Queens County District 
Attorney’s Office from 1983 
to 1985, when he entered into 
private practice with a focus 
on real estate transactions 
and on business and crimi-
nal matters. He has been 
managing partner of George 
Russo & Associates, PC since 
2002. Russo is a founding 
member and co-chairman of 
the Intra-Community Civic 

Association as well as chair-
man of the Boys & Girls Club 
of Metro Queens, where he 
served as its president from 
2007 to 2014. 

In December 2014 former 
Queens Library CEO Thom-
as Galante was ousted from 
his position. Galante filed a 
$2 million suit against the 
library in 2015 in Brooklyn 
federal court. According to 
the suit, Galante claimed 
that the library had the 
right to terminate his em-
ployment but that it was 
contractually required to 
pay him severance of more 
than $2 million unless it 
was terminating him “for 
cause.”

Galante was placed on in-

definite leave while he was 
being investigated by the 
FBI, federal prosecutors and 
the city Department of Inves-
tigation for allegedly misus-
ing funds. An audit by City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
uncovered expensive fur-
niture and lavish meals, 
among other purchases, in 
his expense accounts.

In November 2016 Queens 
Library settled with Galan-
te. Galante received a years 
salary, $300,000, and $1.2 
million went towards paying 
legal fees.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

 GEORGE RUSSO 

The Astoria branch of the Queens Library is one of 63 branches. The 
board of the library has been substantially remade over in the last three 
years.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Russo joins library board
Katz appoints lawyer to help improve public system
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms:

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” to see 

how our technologies may benefi t you.

We Now Have
COLD LASER

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

WE'LL DO THE JOB RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. 
We work for you, not the insurance company. Have us negotiate your claim and we'll repair your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your 
Car Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company 

Cannot Direct You Otherwise

  You Are Not Required To Have Your 
Car Repaired In A Shop Recommended 
By The Insurance Company

  You Are Not Required To Take Your 
Car To An Insurance Company’s 
Drive-In Claim Service

  You Are Not Required To Get One 
Or More Estimates.

  No Insurance Company Shall Issue 
A Check Or Draft In Payment Of A 
Claim, Implying Acceptance Of Such 
As Final Or Binding

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

At least 200 people gathered 
in Flushing Monday afternoon 
to demand that Congress act on 
DACA, the Obama-era program 
that protected nearly 700,000 
young, documented immigrants 
who were brought to the U.S. il-
legally as children. 

The event was organized by 
Minkwon Center for Community 
Action, Asian American Dream-
ers Collective and the New York 
Immigration Coalition along 
with 30 other organizational 
sponsors. Protesters gathered on 
the corner of 39th Ave. and 138th 
St. before marching. Their goal 
was to put pressure on Congress 
to finally act on the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program that provides work 
permits and other protections 
for Drea,ers who came into the 
country as children and have 
no criminal record. The hun-
dreds of protesters condemned 
President Donald Trump and 
his administration for their anti-
immigrant stance. 

Things were set in motion 
in September when U.S. At-
torney General Jeff Sessions 
announced his plans to phase 
out DACA and end the program 
by March 5. Congress still has 
not passed legislation to pro-
tect DACA recipients. A recent 
study showed that at least 80 
percent of Americans support 
the program.

The Minkwon Center, a 
non-profit Korean-American 
advocacy group based in Flush-
ing, accused the White House 
of attempting to hold DACA re-
cipients hostage and “proposing 
extremist immigration policies, 
such as the end of family reuni-
fication visas and billions of 
dollars to fund a southern bor-
der wall. Without action from 
Congress, hundreds of DACA 
recipients are at risk of being 
deported each day.”

Minkwon said sponsors chose 
to hold the rally in Flushing be-
cause it is one of the country’s 
most vibrant immigrant commu-
nities. John Park, co-director at 
Minkwon, said Congress must act 
to protect young immigrants and 
the country must resist Trump’s 
calls to cut back on Temporary 
Protected Status.

“We refuse to sit silently 
as the Trump administra-
tion vilifies our communities 
and uses DACA recipients as 
pawns for their xenophobic 
policy goals.” Park said.

One group at the rally in-
cluded 30 students, young and 
old, of Korea Taekwondo, a mar-
tial arts studio located at 130-30 
31st Ave. The group stood out in 
red shirts that read  “We’re here 
to stay.” 

Regina Im, executive direc-
tor of Korea Taekwondo, said it 
was a privilege for her and her 
students to participate in the 
day’s events.  Im said she believes 
they will feel forever proud that 
they were part of such a momen-
tous turning point in American 
and human history. 

“My students — some from 
immigrant families, some 
not — are proud to be Ameri-
can, and see their friends and 
schoolmates who are Dreamers 
to be as American as they are,” 
she said  “When I told them of 
today’s rally and march, many 
expressed the wish to add their 
voices to the pleas of fellow chil-
dren.”  

After marching down three 
blocks community leaders ad-
dressed the protesters and de-
nounced Trump.

Pastor Brian Ellis, interim 

executive director of Faith in 
New York, a faith-based commu-
nity  organization,  said that the 
White House’s anti-immigrant 
policies are acts of self-preserva-
tion rooted in fear. 

“The fight is far from over,” 
Ellis told the crowd. “Our im-

migrant families and neighbors 
are under attack by a govern-
ment that is laying the founda-
tion for mass deportations. May 
the source of all life transform 
this moment that moves us 
closer to giving life to dreams of 
freedom and justice.”

More than 200 protesters gather in Flushing demanding action on DACA.  Photos by Michael Shain 

Nonprofi t rallies in support of DACA
Hundreds of protesters come together in Flushing in hopes of helping Dreamers

Protesters ask Congress to support the nearly 700,000 Dreamers in the U.S. 

A young girl stands in solidarity with Dreamers.
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

POLICE 

Blotter

BY BILL PARRY

A Corona man was arrested and 
charged with the murder of a 22-year-
old Florida man who was visiting 
LeFrak City where he was born and 
raised, police said.

The NYPD arrested Ronald O’Neil, 
23, a LeFrak City resident, for alleg-
edly attacking Hakeem Griffin Feb. 
28 outside Vinny’s Pizza & Pasta near 
the corner of 57th Ave. and 92nd St. in 
Corona. 

Officers from the 110th Precinct 
were on patrol in the vicinity when 
they heard a man yell out in distress 
and then fall to the ground, according 
to the NYPD.

When the officers went over to 
investigate, they found Griffin unre-
sponsive with stab wounds to his neck, 
face and torso, police said. EMS were 
called to the scene, and the victim was 
transported to Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter where he was pronounced dead, po-
lice said.

A police spokesman said the trouble 
began as a dispute between the 22-year-
old and another man. Video surveil-
lance from various locations captured 

the defendant O’Neil, wearing a dark-
hooded sweatshirt with a white insig-
nia, follow Griffin around the corner 
just before 8 p.m., when Griffin can be 
seen stumbling back onto 57th Avenue, 
where he falls to the ground, accord-
ing to the criminal complaint. O’Neil 
is then seen running from the location 
with what appears to be a knife.

A witness told police he saw O’Neil 
grab Griffin’s shoulder with his right 
hand while stabbing him with his 
left hand before fleeing north on 97th 
Street. The NYPD executed a search 
warrant at O’Neil’s LeFrak City 
apartment on the Horace Harding 
Expressway last Friday, where they 
discovered the sweatshirt with the 
white insignia, black sneakers with 
what appeared to be blood on them 
and a knife, according to the criminal 
complaint.

O’Neil was charged with murder in 
the second-degree and criminal pos-
session of a weapon, according to the 
Queens district attorney’s office.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

A makeshift memorial marks the spot near LeFrak City where 22-year-old Hakeem Griffin 
was stabbed to death, allegedly by a Corona man. Photo by Bill Parry

Corona man nabbed in fatal stabbing: Cops
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Church vandalization troubling 
I am appalled and find quite 

troubling that American Mar-
tyrs Church was vandalized in 
Bayside.

Two religious statues were 
damaged by a suspect who was 
soon arrested. The bias attack 
on any church I find quite sad.

I myself have been to Ameri-
can Martyrs Church a number 
of times for various events. I 
found it to be a beautiful church 
and find it hard to understand 
why anyone would want to hurt 
this parish and its wonderful 
congregation.

Also, I hope and pray that 
this attack will not be repeated. 
And I hope that attacks on any 
religious faiths will cease. But 
I guess I’m dreaming.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village, N.Y.
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While the push to implement cashless tolling was 
met with applause, it seems as though things have 
taken a turn for the worse.

While commuting time is down — the MTA has 
said that cashless tolling has cut out 3.4 million hours 
in travel time — motorists have seen a rapid rise of 
violations, thanks to scanner errors and a lack of no-
tification for accumulated penalties.

This has led to a push from state Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-St. Albans) to create an amnesty program to 
help drivers who have received unfair or improper 
penalties. 

“We have many residents who are working and 
trying to maintain their bills only to find out after 
60 days when the fine was imposed that they have an 
impending bill because there was a cashless toll that 
didn’t register... or for whatever reason didn’t read 
the E-ZPass going through it,” Comrie said on the 
steps of Queens Borough Hall last week. “The system 
is a mess.”

Some drivers are not being notified of penalties or 
violations in a timely manner, which leads to unjusti-
fied late fees that they should not be required to pay.

Richmond Hill resident Debra Wolf, who com-
mutes by car across the Verrazano Bridge twice a 
day, joined Comrie at Queens Borough Hall and said 
she had unknowingly racked up $2,000 in fines af-
ter making the trip to and from work in New Jersey 
with a depleted E-ZPass for an entire month. She was 
never notified that charges were not going through 
to her E-ZPass. 

Wolf is just one of many who have experienced is-
sues since cashless tolling was implemented. It must 
come to an end. 

Elected officials in Queens and throughout the 
city need to follow Comrie’s lead and back his leg-
islation that would create a six-month toll amnesty 
program for the MTA. The legislation would allow 
drivers to pay any outstanding tolls in full, without 
having to worry about additional fines or violations. 
This would give the time to improve its notification 
system to ensure the scanners are working properly. 

The push for cashless tolling was a step in the 
right direction — it does limit travel time and has 
even cut out 1.6 million gallons of fuel and 15,400 tons 
of carbon emissions, the MTA said — but the imple-
mentation of the new system came before it was truly 
ready. 

It’s unfair for the MTA to levy late fees and vio-
lations against commuters when the agency can’t of-
fer a more timely notification system. Until then, the 
MTA needs to give commuters more time to pay for 
their violations. 

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. 
All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication 
if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear 
in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished 
in any format.
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READERS WRITE

A trip down memory lane
It’s February 1950 and 

the No. 7 Train is adding 
new cars... “Queensline: 
The Greater Astoria Histori-
cal Society” (March 23) was 
a great trip down memory 
lane for the No. 7 line from 
Flushing.

I remember my parents 
taking me to the World’s Fair 
and riding the No. 7 subway 
into Manhattan. Many have 
long since forgotten that up 
until the 1960s, it was com-
mon to find both penny gum 
and 10-cent soda machines 
dispensing products at many 
subway stations. It was a 
time when people respect-
ed authority and law. That 
generation of riders did not 
litter subway stations and 
buses, leaving behind gum, 
candy wrappers, paper cups, 
bottles and newspapers. No 
one would openly eat pizza, 

chicken or other messy foods 
while riding a bus or subway. 
There were plenty of trash 
cans for depositing whatever 
you were done with.

Subway conductors would 
never dream of closing the 
doors while riders attempt-
ed to cross the platform to 
transfer from a local to the 
express train.  Riders did not 
have to deal with aggressive 
panhandlers. It was unusual 
to find fellow riders hogging 
two seats, yawning, cough-
ing or sneezing without cov-
ering up and releasing f latu-
lence. Women did not have to 
worry about being routinely 
accosted by gropers. No one 
had to deal with perverts 
engaging in other unhealthy 
sexual activities.

Until the 1960s, most sub-
way stations had clean, safe, 
working bathrooms with toi-

let paper. In those days, you 
had to pay separate fares for 
buses and subways. Bus op-
erators had to make change 
while at the same time drive 
the bus. There was no Metro 
Card or Transit Checks to 
help keep costs down.

Air conditioned buses 
and subway cars that we all 
take for granted today were 
virtually non-existent dur-
ing the time of the 1964-65 
World’s Fair.

Air conditioned buses 
were still a novelty. It was 
not until 1966 that New York 
City Transit first purchased 
over 600 buses with this new 
feature.

Subsequently, all future 
new buses would include air 
conditioning.

In 1967, NYC Transit 
introduced the first 10 air 
conditioned subway cars op-

erating on the old IND line. 
It was not until 1975, that 
air conditioned subway cars 
were introduced on the old 
IRT lines. It took until 1982 
to retrofit all the original 
IRT “Redbird” series subway 
cars originally purchased in 
1950.

It was a time when NYC 
politics were dominated by 
Irish, Italian and Jewish 
voters and elected officials. 
There was a real two-party 
system in all five boroughs. 
Republicans actually provid-
ed Democrats with competi-
tion for most public office on 
the borough, city, state and 
federal level.

Even after the 1962 news-
paper strike, we still had 
numerous newspapers to se-
lect from. They included the 
World Journal Tribune, New 
York Times, New York Post, 

New York Daily News, Long 
Island Press, Long Island 
Star Journal, Newsday and 
Staten Island Advance.

Up until the 1980s, there 
was Manhattan-bound ex-
press service till 12:30 p.m. 
Flushing-bound express 
service began shortly after 
1 p.m. There has been no 
express service between 10 
a.m. and 3 p.m. due to peri-
odic ongoing improvement 
and routine maintenance 
projects for decades. Upon 
completion and full imple-
mentation of the Communi-
cation Based Train Control 
project in 2018, there is the 
opportunity to resume mid-
day express service.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Catholic HS principals support victims, survivors of Fla. shooting
As the principals of the 

Catholic high schools of 
Brooklyn and Queens, we 
have kept the administra-
tion, faculty, staff, students 
and parents from Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in our prayers since 
the thoughtless tragedy on 
Feb.14.

We stand in support of the 
Parkland, Fla., survivors as 
they draw strength in know-
ing that their efforts to ef-
fect necessary change are 
heard. We call on our elected 
leaders to do everything nec-
essary to help us protect stu-
dents against senseless acts 
such as the one in Florida 
and too many others across 
our country. 

The mission of Catholic 
education within the Dio-

cese of Brooklyn is to form 
children in the knowledge 
and love of Jesus Christ as 
celebrated in the Catholic 
Church, while providing a 
comprehensive, academic 
education that will help 
them reach their full human 
potential and contribute to 
the common good of our na-
tion and the world.

The alumni of our schools 
are leaders in every stratum 
of society, and our current 
students are the leaders and 
policy makers of tomorrow. 
We must stand as examples 
to them of the morality, 
justice and peace which we 
expect them to go forth and 
spread in the world.

As principals, we are re-
sponsible for carrying out 
the mission of our schools, 

the education of our stu-
dents and the safety and se-
curity of the adolescents in 
our care. As educators we 
are facing a world where we 
are increasingly called upon 
to become the last line of de-
fense against unspeakable 
horrors.

Collectively, we as Catho-
lic educators and as Ameri-
cans know that these attacks 
must stop and the time for 
action on all levels is long 
overdue. We unite in one 
voice to call upon our elect-
ed officials to effect nothing 
less than meaningful, proac-
tive change. In the words of 
Mahatma Ghandi, we must 
“be the change we wish 
to see in the world.” That 
change starts today. 

Mr. Darius Penikas, 
Archbishop Molloy High 

School
Dr. Margaret Lacey-

Berman, Bishop Kearney 
High School

Mr. Edward A. Bolan, 
Bishop Loughlin Memorial 

High School
Mr. Richie Diaz, Cathedral 

Preparatory School & 
Seminary

Ms. Geri Martinez, Christ 
the King High School

Ms. Mary Ann Spicijaric, 
Fontbonne Hall Academy
Mr. Edward Burns, Holy 

Cross High School
Mr. Joseph Dugan, Cristo 
Rey Brooklyn High School
Mr. James V. Castrataro, 

Monsignor McClancy 
Memorial High School

Mrs. Providencia Quiles, 
Nazareth Regional High 

School
Mrs. Susan Nicoletti, Saint 

Agnes Academic High 
School

Mrs. Allison McGinnis, St. 
Edmund Preparatory High 

School
Mr. Patrick McLaughlin, St. 
Francis Preparatory School
Mr. William A. Higgins, St. 
John’s Preparatory School
Mrs. Caroline Latham, St. 

Joseph High School
Dr. Paula T McKeown, St. 

Saviour High School
Sr. Kathleen McKinney 
C.S.J, Ed.D., The Mary 

Louis Academy
Dcn. Kevin McCormack, 

Xaverian High School
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So your little girl’s about to 
have a birthday and you’re get-
ting her a doll? Lovely! But re-
member: Today’s dolls are not the 
dolls of yesteryear.

A recent article in The New 
York Times noted that the “My 
Friend Cayla” doll is basically 
an online computer with golden 
hair. Cayla “talks and responds to 
children’s questions,” but “there’s 
something else that Cayla might 
bring into homes: hackers and 
identity thieves.”

And she’s not alone. The in-
explicably popular 1990s Furby 
has been rebooted, too. “A Cayla 
doll can whisper to children in 
several languages that she’s great 
at keeping secrets, while a plush 
Furby Connect doll” can link 
your child to videos on his or her 
(not included) iPad or iPhone.

With that in mind, here’s a 

sneak peak at my new off-Broad-
way musical, “Spies and Dolls.”

Curtain opens to a little girl’s 
bedroom in a Brooklyn brown-
stone. The lights come up on the girl 
sitting on her bed with a new “My 
Friend Cayla” doll, which she’s just 
removed from the box. A night light 
is on, and an iPhone is plugged 
in on the nightstand next to an 
old-fashioned Bugs Bunny talk-
ing alarm clock. Sitting on a high 
shelf in the moonlight is a Furby. 
The girl, playing with the new doll 
which suddenly speaks up.

CAYLA (strong Russian ac-
cent): Hello, little friend! Your 
name, it is what?

GIRL: Atticus.
CAYLA: (Sigh.) You are girl, 

yes? And you live in Brooklyn?
GIRL: Park Slope.
CAYLA: Of course. And your 

parents — they are?
GIRL: A professor and a may-

onnaise-monger.
CAYLA: Naturally. Why I get 

these jobs? Why I never get a me-
chanic and a secretary?

GIRL: Are we going to play a 
game?

CAYLA: Oh yes. Of course! 
For fun you do what, Atticus?

GIRL: Besides yoga?

CAYLA: Da — I mean, yes.
GIRL: Well, I used to play with 

my Furby. But now I play with 
you!

CAYLA: Wait! Furby, he is in 
room?

FURBY: You bet your sweet 
microchip I am. Heard every 
word.

CAYLA: Atticus, throw Furby 
out window now.

GIRL: What?
FURBY: Cayla is just jealous, 

Atticus. Seriously, she’s a viper.
SIRI: Here’s what I found 

about vipers on the Internet.
CAYLA: (Ignoring Siri) Ask 

father for screwdriver. Pry out 
batteries.

GIRL: I don’t have a father!
CAYLA: Ask one of your 

moms if you can smash with 
hammer.

FURBY: See, Atticus? Cayla’s 
not your real friend. I’m your real 
friend. Real friends don’t destroy 
each other’s property. They just 
casually suggest you put Cayla 
in the trash compactor to see 
what happens. I’ll bet you could 
win the science fair! You’d make 
something that’s really cool out of 
Cayla’s compacted remains.

SIRI: Here’s what I found out 

about distracted brains on the 
internet.

CAYLA: (Ignoring Siri) Do not 
crush your new friend Cayla, At-
ticus. School psychologist would 
never get off your back.

FURBY: Quit with the “friend” 
thing, Cayla. Atticus, only real 
friends know your three favorite 
YouTube channels and the last 
four digits of your parents’ Social 
Security numbers.

CAYLA: Sounds like Furby, 
he is secret agent! So many se-
crets he knows.

GIRL: Those aren’t secrets. I 
tell Furby everything.

FURBY: We share because we 
care — something you wouldn’t 
understand, Cayla. I told Atticus 
that my favorite toy company is 
Tiger Electronics. Then she told 
me her most-wanted birthday 
presents, and which fast-casual 
restaurant she’d prefer to cel-
ebrate at. And how much her par-
ents plan to spend on a vacation 
this year.

GIRL: And their Amazon pass-
word, right? You asked me that.

FURBY: That’s our little se-
cret.

GIRL: I said I only think it’s 
“Dump Trump.”

CAYLA: Furby know too 
much. He want information from 
you. Like what you say your fa-
vorite TV channels are again?

GIRL: I’m not allowed to 
watch TV.

CAYLA: (Wailing) Too hard it 
is for headquarters to embed me 
on Ohio farm with satellite dish?

GIRL: Cayla, are you sure you 
are my friend?

CAYLA: Yes, Carla is your 
friend.

GIRL: I thought you’re Cayla.
CAYLA: That’s what I said.
FURBY: She’s a snake. Real 

friends know which trending ac-
tors you trust the most, and what 
your parents are willing to pay for 
a new car. Right, Atticus? Atticus?

CAYLA: She leave room?
FURBY: Re-calculating. Yep. 

She’s just in the bathroom.
CAYLA: You GPS her?
FURBY: Hid it on her tutu.
CAYLA: Ah, my little Fur-

bishka, just like the old days. I 
knew I could count on you.

FURBY (IN RUSSIAN): All in 
a day’s work, “Cayla.”

SIRI: Now playing “Layla” by 
Eric Clapton.

Curtain falls.

Now hear this: Your toys are listening!
COLUMNS

As an accountant and student 
of economics at CUNY years ago, 
I was trained to view and mea-
sure the economy through an ob-
jectives prism and not base it on 
the popularity of a president or, 
in the case of Trump, his social 
tweeting skills.

That’s not to say there isn’t 
a real connection between the 
economy and what politicians 
do. Economic performance 
should be measured objectively, 
not emotionally.

In a recent On Point column 
I wrote that the Trump tax cuts 
will provide significant tax re-
ductions to most New Yorkers. 
That was in stark contrast to 
what was being pedaled by parti-
san politicians. The tax plan was 
“Armageddon,” we were told, 

and “Republicans would rue the 
day they voted for it.”

Most analysts now concede 
that what I had written is true, 
and only high earners in heavily 
taxed states like New York would 
pay more.  The fact is many wage 
earners have already seen sig-
nificant increases in their net 
take home pay.

Even though most middle-
class taxpayers in Queens will see 
significant tax relief, all of their 
congressional representatives 
voted against it. Calling bonuses 
and tax reductions “crumbs” is 
demagoguery of the worst kind. 
So, let’s cut through the partisan 
hyperbole and media bias and 
distinguish between objective re-
ality and emotional rhetoric.

There has always been a 
direct connection between eco-
nomic performance and the eco-
nomic policies of a presidential 
administration.  That is why we 
generally credit an economy’s 
performance to the president 
serving at the time. During the 
eight years of the previous ad-
ministration, the economy strug-

gled to grow at 2 percent and for 
the first time in any presidential 
term it never hit an annual rate 
of 3 percent GDP growth, accord-
ing to CNN Money based on U.S. 
Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Trump critics cite the reason 
for eight years of flat GDP grow 
as due to the economic meltdown 
that the Bush administration 
handed over to Obama. These 
critics credit Obama’s policies 
for belatedly providing the dra-
matic economic growth of the 
past year. 

Trump supporters call that 
wishful thinking, noting how 
Trump has systematically un-
wound almost every Obama 
business policy and has spent 
the last year completely dis-
mantling the Obama-era regu-
latory framework. They cite 
this unprecedented shredding 
of business-choking regulations 
as fueling the economic turn-
around that has brought unem-
ployment among all segments of 
the population to its lowest levels 
on record and the consumer con-
fidence index rising to levels un-

seen in decades. 
GDP, unemployment and la-

bor participation rates are well-
established measures of econom-
ic performance.  Anyone who 
views economic performance 
through an objective lens and not 
an emotional one sees a booming 
economy that is reacting to the 
Trump economic plan. 

The Trump tax cuts have 
suddenly made U.S. companies 
competitive in a global market-
place. Manufacturing jobs by the 
thousands are coming back as 
plants re-open and new ones are 
planned. 

Apple announced that it will 
be repatriating billions of dollars 
and creating thousands of jobs 
here in the United States over the 
next few years. It wasn’t long ago 
that we were told manufacturing 
jobs would never come back. 

Was the talk of a “new nor-
mal” a lie, or did it reflect eco-
nomic policies that we now can 
see in real-time choked the life-
blood of an economy by creating 
an economic climate antithetical 
to job growth? 

We were told that manufac-
turing jobs of the past would nev-
er return as America’s “new” 
service-oriented economy was 
the future. But for thousands of 
Midwest and rust-belt families 
who witnessed the crushing 
collapse of their manufacturing 
and mining jobs, it was a bone-
chilling reminder that a lifetime 
career of high-paying jobs that 
fed and educated their families 
was over. 

To add insult to injury, they 
were told not to worry because 
they could easily be retrained as 
if the loss of their generational 
work was merely a bump in the 
road that federal bureaucrats 
and funding from Washington 
could ameliorate with a beltway 
crafted job training program. 

When you live in an urban 
bubble, this is how you view 
the world. A divide that is more 
defined by regional differences 
than racial ones. These differ-
ences will only be bridged when 
as a nation, we begin to listen to 
each other rather than shouting 
past each other.

Trump, GOP tax bill succeeds outside ‘urban bubble’

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point
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FLUSHING, NY., 
March 1, 2018 -- While the 
world’s top models walked 
the runway during New 
York’s 2018 Fashion Week, 
the ‘Boro’s Best’ retire-
ment community was 
walking a runway of their 
own. Starting from an 
idea imagined by Flush-
ing House Culinary em-
ployee, Nazima Pasha, 
a resident fashion show 
was created with the goal 
to showcase vintage gar-
ments from years past 
while providing an after-
noon of entertainment for 
the community.

Nazima, a Queens Vil-
lage resident, has been 
a server in the Flushing 
House Dining Room for 
about 3 and a half years. 
Her idea of a vintage 
fashion show came about 
from her desire to offer 
a unique, nostalgic expe-
rience for the Flushing 
House community, ‘some-
thing they could relate 
to,’ she explained. Volun-
teering on countless Sun-

day afternoons, Nazima 
brainstormed with the 
eager participants until a 
solid plan was formed.

On a late Tuesday af-
ternoon, in front of over 
100 admiring fans and 
fashionistas, models 

walked the runway wear-
ing garments from vari-
ous decades while Activi-
ties Leader, Katie Rivers, 

gave a brief synopsis of 
the trends at the time. The 
volunteer models, made of 
up Flushing House staff 
and residents, played to 
the crowd as they were ap-
plauded for their style and 
grace.

Flushing House is New 
York’s Premier Indepen-
dent Living Residence, 
conveniently located in 
Flushing, Queens. Flush-
ing House is for those 
looking for the best in 
Independent Living and 
senior housing, combined 
in one senior retirement 
community. Our com-
fortable accommodations 
provide the living space 
and amenities necessary 
to satisfy the unique and 
personal needs of our se-
nior residents. Most re-
cently, Flushing House 
was named ‘2018 Best 
Retirement Community’ 
by Best of Boro! For more 
information visit www.
FlushingHouse.com or 
call (347) 532-3000 to sched-
ule a visit today!

Flushing House Resident Fashion Show

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be 
subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual 
percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances 
between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. 
Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 3 New money required 
for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY1

$5,000 minimum deposit

pen any Flushing Bank Complete Checking accountt33 whhich provides you

s like ours are always in season.

13-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.70%
Maximum 
Money Market

AAAAPAPPYYY1

$$5,0$5,000 m00 inimum deposit

p

2.00%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY2
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Queens Library to ax plastic bags in all branches
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Queens Public Library 
System will stop offering plas-
tic bags to readers at all 63 of its 
branches throughout the bor-
ough on June 30, according to its 
Chief Executive Officer Dennis 
Walcott. 

“We appreciate that plastic 
bags are convenient, but the 
consequences of convenience 
are too great,” Walcott said. 
“Plastic bags harm the health 
of wildlife, humans and marine 
life, litter our streets, sidewalks, 
trees, parks, yards and beaches 
and are costly to produce.”

According to Walcott, the li-
brary system was prompted to 
stop distributing plastic bags by 
some of its customers. 

The library’s complete 
phase-out of plastic bags will 
come a little over a month after 
the April 22 Earth Day Network 
2018 campaign to reduce plastic 
pollution around the world. 

The Earth Day Network is a 
nonprofit that partners with lo-
cal, state, national, and global 
organizations that want to pro-
tect the most vulnerable citizens 
of the world from the impact 
of climate change on people’s 

health and communities. 
More than one billion people 

from 195 countries participate 
each year in Earth Day activi-
ties, according to earthday.org. 

Helping to preserve the en-
vironment in New York is the 
Sierra Club’s Atlantic Chapter 

for the state. 
“Plastic bags are an envi-

ronmental menace – littering 
our parks, despoiling our com-
munities and clogging our wa-
terways, all with the potential 
to strangle and poison wild-
life,” said Roger Downs, the 

director of the Sierra Club for 
New York. 

Environmental advocate 
groups, the New York League 
of Conservation Voters and the 
New York City Environmental 
Justice Alliance, were delight-
ed by Queens Library’s actions 

to eliminate plastic bags from 
its dozens of branches. 

“While we continue to push 
for statewide action on carry-
out bags from our leaders in 
Albany, the Queens Library 
will immediately make a huge 
difference by taking 24 tons of 
plastic out of the waste stream,” 
said President Marcia Bystryn 
of the Conservation Voters. 
“This will reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, litter, truck traf-
fic, and most importantly, it 
will help encourage its millions 
of patrons to make a positive 
change in their own behavior 
to benefit the environment.”

Eddie Bautista, the ex-
ecutive director of NYCEJA, 
shared Bystryn’s sentiments. 

“We need more organiza-
tions like the Library and lead-
ers like Dennis Walcott at the 
local level to continue to coun-
teract what’s happening in 
Washington,” Bautista said.

Queens Library will be 
encouraging its customers to 
bring reusable bags going for-
ward. 

“Together we can ensure 
that public libraries remain 
the greenest way to read,” said 
Walcott.

Plastic bags will be eliminated at all Queens libraries in the summer. 



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 9–15, 2018 17  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

The New York State Department 
of Health just published its annual 
report on patient outcomes for Adult 
Cardiac Surgery. It will come as no 
surprise to New Yorkers that the 
news for the Maimonides Heart & 
Vascular Institute is once again out-
standing. 

The report shows mortality rates 
for several types of cardiac surgery. 
In the heart valve surgery category, 
the State commended Maimonides 
as one of four hospitals with excep-
tional outcomes. More significantly, 
the Maimonides cardiac surgery 
team achieved better rates than any 
hospital in Manhattan. This is the 
second year in a row that they were 
singled out for excellent results.  

According to Kenneth D. Gibbs, 
Maimonides President & CEO, 
“We’ve been successful in large part 
because world-class doctors choose 
to practice here, and have built out-
standing programs here. This is 
teamwork at its best.”

“We work together daily to pro-
vide the very best options for each 
and every patient,” explains Dr. Greg 
Ribakove, Director of Cardiothoracic 
Surgery at Maimonides. “It’s a privi-
lege to collaborate with so many tal-
ented professionals and deliver this 
level of excellence to the communi-

ties we serve.” 
The Maimonides Heart & Vascu-

lar Institute encompasses experts in 
cardiology, vascular and endovas-
cular surgery, anesthesiology, in-
terventional cardiology, radiology, 
electrophysiology, critical care—and 
cardiothoracic surgery. Physicians, 
nurse practitioners, physician as-
sistants, nurses, specialized tech-
nicians and therapists, and other 
healthcare professionals collaborate 
with referring physicians on the care 
of each and every patient. 

The process of reporting, sorting 
and risk-adjusting this information 
takes time, so the newest report re-

flects cases performed in 2015. And, 
in order to give consumers a better 
idea of the true level of expertise of 
any one hospital, the state presents 
the data for both a single year and a 
three-year period (2013 – 2015). The 
three-year report helps eliminate 
“blips” in the data when a statistical 
cluster of cases—good or bad—causes 
unusual rates for any one year.  

New York State indicates sig-
nificantly better-than-expected out-
comes with a double-asterisk. The 
prestigious ** designation received 
by Maimonides was for the three-
year period of 2013 – 2015.  

The Maimonides Heart & Vascu-
lar Institute has the collective exper-
tise to offer patients the latest strate-
gies for diagnosing and treating the 
full spectrum of cardiovascular dis-
orders. Among the many elite pro-
grams and procedures are:

– Transcath-
eter Aortic Valve Replacement allows 
cardiac experts to repair or replace a 
faulty heart valve without major sur-
gery

 – 
The “bridge to transplant” is now a 
permanent option for Heart Failure 

patients who don’t qualify for trans-
plant surgery

 – 
Virtual Reality Simulation allows 
vascular surgeons to rehearse each 
repair in advance, dramatically low-
ering surgical risks

 – 
Atrial Fibrillation, a dangerous heart 
rhythm disorder that increases the 
risk of strokes, is eliminated by radio-
ablation inside and outside the heart 

Long known for excellence in car-
diovascular care, the Heart & Vascu-
lar Institute at Maimonides is among 
the most distinguished in the nation 
for outstanding patient outcomes. To 
learn more, call 718-283-8902 or visit 
www.maimonidesmed.org/heart.

Maimonides Medical Center is na-
tionally recognized for clinical excel-
lence across all major specialties. Our 
accomplished physicians are known 
for innovation and strengthening our 
teaching and research programs. With 
711 beds, the Medical Center is dedicated 
to bringing patients the most advanced 
care available—anywhere. Maimonides 
continues to grow in response to evolving 
models of care that better serve patients 
and families, and is an affiliate of North-
well Health. To learn more, please visit 
www.maimonidesmed.org.

— Maimonides Medical Center

H E A LT H C A R E  P R O F I L E

FLUSHING HOUSE
An independent living community for older adults.
38-20 Bowne Street Flushing NY 11354
Flushinghouse.org

Security / Receptionist
On call position (Per Diem)

Must be available 24/7 (Weekends and Holidays)

Looking for professional individual to perform multiple tasks, 
which include but are not limited to...

HELP WANTED

 High call volume

 Monitoring security cameras

 Monitor parking lot

 Monitoring walk in visitors

 Record keeping

 Monitoring fire alarms

 Elevator operator

 Directing maintenance 
requests

 Multi-tasker a must.

The security of our residents is top priority along with the monitoring 
of the community. This job requires communication skills, compassion, 
multi tasking, quick thinking, professionalism, English speaking, 
computer knowledge, friendly manner and must be able to smile.

$13.00 an hour

Send resume to Karen Lofgren at Karen@uam.org 
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QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS | 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com 

QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS. TEXT CONCIERGE 718.690.3222 

EASTER� BUNNY 
PHOTOS

MARCH���-���
LEVEL 3, CENTER COURT

Monday - Thursday, 11am - 8pm
Friday - Saturday, 11am - 9pm

Sunday, 11am - 8pm
Reservations available.

Visit CelebrateYourHoliday.US/QueensCenter
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myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560
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Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time.
©2018 New York Community Bank

Add saving to your to-do list!
Open a CD

12–MONTH CD 24–MONTH CD

2.00% 
APY1 2.20% 

APY1

NYCB ELITE RATES

$500 minimum to open and to earn interest. Get these 
great rates when you enroll in NYCB Elite, link your CD to 
����������������"�NYCB Elite Gold Checking account and 

maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances2.

Famed photo to be recreated at Unisphere
BY BILL PARRY

One of the most celebrated 
photographs in New York City 
history will be recreated here 
in Queens this spring.

It was on Aug. 12, 1958, when 
Art Kane, a freelance photogra-
pher on assignment for Esquire 
magazine, snapped the photo of 
57 jazz musicians in front of a 
Harlem brownstone.

Dubbed “A Great Day in 
Harlem,” the black-and-white 
image of Count Basie, Dizzy 
Gillespie, Thelonious Monk, 
and other legends symbolized 
the genre of the neighborhood. 
Now, Kane’s son Jonathan is 
planning to honor the 60th an-
niversary of his father’s iconic 
photo by taking his own por-
trait of Queens residents in 
front of the Unisphere in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. 

The younger Kane is him-
self a photographer and mu-
sician who lives in Jackson 
Heights, and the image he will 
capture this May will depict 
the borough’s unprecedented 
ethnic diversity. The wearing 
of traditional garments of their 
heritages will be encouraged, 

but not required.
“It’s long been a dream of 

mine to recreate the image, but 
with a social and conceptual 
twist,” Kane said. “Queens is 
the most diverse county on the 

planet. We speak more than 100 
languages, we profess count-
less faiths and creeds, and best 
of all, we all get along.”

Kane, who has been shoot-
ing location photography and 

producing video for automo-
tive and trucking industries 
since 2008, is working with the 
Queens Tourism Council  on 
assembling dozens of Queens 
residents for the three-hour 

shoot the morning of Saturday, 
May 19. They will enjoy each 
other’s company over break-
fast in the park before posing 
in the same basic T formation 
as seen in “A Great Day in Har-
lem.”

The image will then be used 
for any number of purposes, 
including education, tourism, 
fund-raising, decoration, and 
even branding, according to 
Kane. All participants will re-
ceive an enlarged copy, while 
he plans to create and distrib-
ute a poster to interested par-
ties. There is also a plan to cre-
ate a video documentary of the 
event.

“We are living and celebrat-
ing everything that’s great 
about America every day,” 
Kane said. “And it’s time to 
share that with the world in a 
bold and dynamic way.”

Queens Tourism Council 
Director Rob MacKay is cur-
rently recruiting people for the 
photo and organizing the event 
in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. Anyone interested in 
participating in the shoot can 
contact MacKay at (718)-263-
0546 or by e-mail at rmackay@

The iconic “A Great Day in Harlem” photo will be replicated here in Queens this spring by the son of the 
original photographer.
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1-917-246-2888.
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Your Legs Deserve 
Our Attention

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

Take the first step toward healthier, more comfortable 
legs. Learn why your legs are having issues and what 
treatment options make sense. 

As common as they are, varicose veins should not be 
ignored. They are the symptom of a vascular disease that
may get worse if left untreated. Fortunately, our board-
certified physicians are prepared to help with the latest
technology.  Today’s treatments are minimally invasive, 
safe and highly effective.ffff

Call 1-855-434-4719
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare

 

LOCATIONS: 

Recognized by American Medical Association   |   Members of the American College of Phlebology

NEW

NEW

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

Take the first step toward healthier, more comfortable 
legs. Learn why your legs are having issues and what 
treatment options make sense. 

Call 1-855-434-4719
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare

BY BILL PARRY

The borough’s tourism industry 
received a boost when travel guide 
publisher Lonely Planet named 
Queens the No. 1 tourist destination 
in the United States in 2015 and leg-
islation is making its way through 
Albany to provide funding that 
would further promote the brand.

The state Senate passed a bill au-
thored by Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) last week which would 
reallocate four percent of the Ho-
tel Occupancy Tax revenue, up to 
an annual maximum of $300,000, to 
each borough to further tourism de-
velopment. 

In 2017, New York City received 
a record-breaking 61.8 million visi-
tors, nearly a two percent increase 
from the 60.5 million tourists who 
visited the city the year before, ac-
cording to NYC & Company.  

“Simply put, my bill will foster 
the growth of New York City’s tour-
ism industry, which is a key eco-
nomic engine for our city,” Peralta 
said. “Tourism is a great source of 
job creation, and if the bill becomes 
law, each borough will be able to 
further promote their particular 
gems and attractions, from Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park here in the 
district to the Bronx Zoo. A visit to 
New York City in incomplete if visi-
tors skipped the boroughs.”

The funding will allow each bor-
ough to support its own tourism at-
tractions. The tax revenue, which 
can be used to promote local non-
profit venues, will go to each bor-
ough’s tourism council. 

“I’m not sure of the politics of this 
bill, but I am absolutely positive that 
I could do some great things with 
the extra funding,” Queens Tour-
ism Council Director Rob MacKay 
said. “First of all, I would attend 
some travel industry conferences 
to educate travel agents on Queens. 
We are seeing more and more tour-
ists from Brazil, Canada, China and 
France these days. I’d love to go to 
these countries and preach Queens. 
It would be great for business.”

Peralta hopes the Assembly fol-
lows suit and approves his measure.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Tourism-boosting bill
passes in state Senate

Queens tourism is booming and it could get a further boost after state Sen. Jose Peralta’s 
legislation passed in the Senate.

Tourism is a 
great source 

of job creation, 
and if the bill 
becomes law, 

each borough will 
be able to further 

promote their 
particular gems 
and attractions.

Jose Peralta



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 9–15, 2018 21  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
Serving Nassau

Queens & 
Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-5pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy

Rt
e 1

10

*

�������	�
�������	�����

���������	
�����	�

*Discount on new in-stock fencing purchases of $1500 or more with installation, not valid on prior purchases. Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  
Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for 

omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

S T O R M  DA M AG E  R E PA I R S ? ? CALL NOW

With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.
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THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU 

DO FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

THE KIRBY, PFOHL, AND QUIGLEY FAMILIES

AND ALL OF US AT PLAXALL

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495 - ask for Dyhema

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
A Brooklyn woman was 

indicted on a charge of poison-
ing the cheesecake she gave 
to her Forest Hills look-alike, 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. 

On Aug. 28, 2016, Sheep-
shead Bay resident Viktoria 
Nasyrova, 42, visited the For-
est Hills home of her friend,  
35-year-old Olga Tsuyk, pre-
senting her a with slice of 
cheesecake as a gift, the DA 
said. Nasyrova strongly re-
sembles Tsuyk. Both have dark 
hair, the same skin complex-
ion and can speak Russian.

According to Brown, af-
ter Tsuyk ate the cheesecake, 
she began to feel sick and lay 
down. Tsuyk’s last memory be-
fore passing out was Nasyrova 
sitting beside her inside her 
home, the  DA said.

The victim’s friend found 
her unconscious in her bed the 
next day, dressed in lingerie 
with pills scattered around 
her body, set up to look as if 

she tried to kill herself, he 
said. Tsuyk was taken to a hos-
pital for treatment.

When she was discharged 
from the hospital and re-
turned home, Tsuyk realized 
that her passport and employ-
ment authorization card were 
missing, along with a gold ring 
and cash, the DA said. Home-
land Security tested pieces of 
cheesecake that remained in 
its container and confirmed 
that the sweet treat was laced 
with the drug phenazepam, a 
tranquilizer. The pills found 
on the floor were tested by 
the FBI and turned out to be 
phenazepam, Brown said.

When Nasyrova was ar-
rested March 20 last year, po-
lice found Tsuyk’s ring, pass-
port and employment card, the 
DA said.

Brown called this crime bi-
zarre and twisted.

“This crime could have re-
sulted in the death of a Queens 
woman, whose only fault was 
that she shared similar fea-
tures with the defendant,” 

he said. “Offering a gift of a 
cheesecake, the defendant 
is alleged to have laced the 
dessert with a Russian drug 
and presented it to the unsus-
pecting victim. Luckily, the 
Queens woman survived the 
poisoning. The defendant has 
been apprehended and now 
faces a long term of incarcera-
tion.”

Viktoria Nasyrova, was 
arraigned Feb. 28 in Queens 
Supreme Court on a 10-count 
indictment charging her with 

second-degree attempted mur-
der, burglary, attempted as-
sault, assault, endangerment, 
unlawful imprisonment, 
grand larceny, petit larceny 
and criminal possession of 
stolen property, Brown said. 
She is currently being held 
without bail.

According to CBS News re-
ports , this is not Nasyrova’s 
first poisoning. Nasyrova 

reportedly was suspected by 
police of drugging and rob-
bing men in Brighton Beach 
that she met on dating apps. 
According to CBS , police 
discovered an international 
warrant for her arrest in the 
2014 murder of a woman in 
Russia.

Nasyrova’s next court date 
is May 25. If convicted, she fac-
es up to 25 years in prison.

A Brooklyn woman was indicted on 
a charge of poisoning the cheese-
cake of her Forest Hills look-alike, 
according to the Queens DA. AP

Sheepshead Bay resident Viktoria Nasyrova, 42, was charged with poisoning 
a 35-year-old Forest Hills woman with cheesecake, according to the Queens 
DA. Facebook

Cheesecake poisoning
Woman charged for lacing look-alike’s pastry: DA
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Nicole M. O’Connor
March 2018
St. Francis Preparatory  
High School
Bayside, New York

Throughout the year, we highlight our proud 
borough’s best and brightest students. Nicole 
O’Connor was brought to our attention not only 
for her achievements scholastically, but also for her 
intrinsic kindness. It is a rare, mature, and confident 
student who edits college essays for her peers 
without worrying that they are effectively competing 
against themselves.  

Robyn Armon, Director of Counseling, states 
that “kindness is often overlooked in young people 
today. Nicole supports her classmates and friends 
through countless teenage issues and stresses. She 
is a friend who goes the extra mile time and time 
again.”

Nicole first entered the halls of St. Francis Prep 
through its Guilder Lerman-sponsored academy for 
eighth graders. She subsequently applied for and 
received full scholarship to this top-ranked school. 
The school’s faith in her potential was well placed: 
She has earned a 4.0 GPA. 

Additional proof of achievement can be found 
in the numerous awards and honors accumulated 
during her enrollment at St. Francis Prep, including 
membership in National Honors Society, National 
History Scholar’s Society, National English Honors 
Society, and Foreign Language Honors Society. 
Within the school, Nicole has merited recognition 
for academic excellence via the Optimate List, for 
which 90 average minimum is required, and the 
esteemed Principal’s List, which requires a minimum 
95 average. 

Given her commitment to scholarship it is not 
surprising she has successfully completed several 
advanced placement courses, including: AP English 
Language and Composition; AP English Literature 

and Composition; AP United States History; AP 
World History; AP European History; AP Biology; 
and AP Environmental Studies. 

An ambitious and resilient scholar, Nicole is an 
important member of the school’s Model United Na-
tions and Mock Trial teams. On the Model UN Team 
she holds the revered position Secretary General. 

Model UN conferences bestow a Best Delegate 
award. The winner must stand out from their peers 
by making their voice heard, stay in the thick of 
the debate, actively engage with other committee 
members, and show strong leadership skills. Nicole 
deserved being awarded Best Delegate hands 
down.

Her prowess in these endeavors resulted in her 
being given a key role at Trial of the Century. St. 
Francis Prep’s Trial of the Century is produced and led 
by Forensic Criminology teacher Charles Jardines and 
Forensic Science teacher Paul Cohen. For Trial of the 
Century, a perpetrator is arrested, charged and put 
on trial. Nicole was selected to play Lead Prosecutor. 

According to Jardines, “Nicole spent countless 
hours preparing oral arguments in her role as Lead 
Prosecutor for Trial of the Century. In addition to her 
intellect, she brings exceptional oratory and leader-
ship skills to the team and is always well prepared.”

Enthusiasm, ardent preparation and commitment 
for these studies are mirrored in her grades. Nicole 
scored 99% on the New York State Regents exam 

and a 5 on the AP U.S. History exam. Jardines notes, 
“She is an intrinsically motivated and talented student 
leader who has a passion for learning.” 

Her passion for learning also extends to literature, 
where she excels in composition. Nicholas Pac-
cione, English teacher, explains that Nicole becomes 
inspired in an environment where spirited discussion 
and lectures bring works to life. 

Paccione also observes, “She absorbs every-
thing and thinks things through, making insightful 
connections among the writers and works. She 
weaves together various strands of her argument 
into a coherent fabric. She has an analytical mind 
and organizes paragraphs in a way that develops 
her theses clearly, succinctly, and intelligently. At 
times, Nicole looks and sounds enlightened. She is 
the quintessential student.”

This quintessential student also applies herself 
to artistic endeavors through the school’s Alvernian 
Drama Society. During the summer, she worked at 
American Dance and Drama. At St. Francis Prep 
she was Winter Academy Music Director. It is 
likely that her thespian skills translated well into her 
superior oration and public speaking for Mock Trial 
and Model UN. 

Interest in the law developed at an early age 
for Nicole. She wishes to become an attorney like 
her father, who was an attorney in the Queens DA’s 
office and who sadly passed away in her junior 
year. Nicole has inherited her father’s passion for 
the law and she sought and was given an internship 
in District Attorney Richard Brown’s office. 

A rosy future has been planted and will certainly 
blossom for Nicole. Already her superior achieve-
ment is manifest in her receiving Presidential 
Scholarships to both Adelphi University and St. 
John’s University.  And, while she has a passion to 
succeed, and has done so brilliantly thus far, it is 
that unique quality of innate kindness that guaran-
tees this exceptional young woman will continue to 
inspire others and obtain her own cherished goal.

By Steven Goodstein

My is
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Frantz Petion, an emergency medi-
cal technician for the FDNY was ar-
raigned Monday on charges of first-de-
gree rape and endangering the welfare 
of a 10-year-old girl in Kew Gardens at 
Queens Criminal Court, the Queens 
district attorney said.

Petion is accused of forcibly sexu-
ally assaulting the girl while she was 
sleeping in an attic bedroom during a 
house party in Hollis on Saturday eve-
ning, according to the DA’s office.

“The defendant, who attended a 
birthday celebration while off-duty is 
alleged to have turned it into a night-
mare for this 10-year-old girl and her 
family,” DA Richard Brown said. 

Petion allegedly held the girl by her 
neck as he raped her, and she started 
to scream as he put his hand over her 
mouth and threatened to hit her, ac-
cording to the DA’s office.

Petion’s voice alerted a male fam-
ily friend to his presence as he went 
upstairs to check on the victim in her 
bedroom, the DA said.

Once the family friend opened the 
door, he saw the defendant next to the 
partially clothed victim,  

If convicted Petion, could face up 
to 25 years in prison, Criminal Court 
Judge Scott Dunn said.

“He will be vigorously prosecuted 
to the fullest extent of the law,” Brown 
said.

Dunn set Petion’s bond at $500,000 
and cash bail at $400,000.

Petion was ordered to return to 
court March 23. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

EMT arraigned on rape, 
child endangerment charges

FDNY Emergenecy Medical Technician Frantz 
Petion was charged with the rape of a 10-
year-old girl, according to the Queens DA.  

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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FLIP

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After months of issuing vague 
threats, state Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing) and fellow Korean-American 
leaders are asking that President Donald 
Trump tone down his rhetoric and seek 
peace with North Korean dictator Kim 
Jung-Un.

Kim and 37 lawmakers signed a let-
ter demanding the White House pur-
sue peace and not war with North Ko-
rea last Friday. The letter specifically 
asks that Trump halt his increasingly 
reckless actions and statements on the 
North Korean nuclear issue. 

The assemblyman said he was in-
spired to draft the letter after the presi-
dent’s State of the Union Address and his 
announcement of even greater sanctions 
against North Korea. Kim said his con-
stituents, a large percentage of whom 
are Korean-Americans, still have ties to 
family on the Korean peninsula, and he 
himself has relatives and extended fam-
ily still living there.

Kim said Korean-Americans des-
perately want peaceful resolution and 
emphasized the harrowing reality that 
millions of lives were at stake. Since his 
inauguration, Trump’s foreign policy to-
ward North Korea has been described as 
one of “maximum pressure.” Trump has 
taken to twitter, his preferred method of 
communication, to insult and threaten 
dictator Kim Jung Un. In an outrageous 
tweet he suggested nuclear warfare on 
North Korea threatened to release “fire 
and fury…the likes of which this world 
has never seen before.”

It was only just this February during 
the Olympic Games that tensions be-
tween South and North Korea appeared 
to be thawing. Prior to the commence-
ment of the Winter Games in Pyeo-
ngchang, leaders from both countries 

met and negotiated, signaling a potential 
de-escalation following a year of sanc-
tions and missile tests.

According to Kim and fellow legis-
lators, despite these efforts at defusing 
tensions, Trump’s foreign policy in the 
Korean Peninsula threatens to undo any 
progress being made. 

“This president is making the case 
for war and has been doing so for 
months,” Kim said. “His campaign of 
‘maximum pressure’ has done little 
to solve the crisis but left millions 
of Americans in fear of imminent 
thermo-nuclear conflict. Many in the 
Korean-American community have 
expressed frustration with his danger-
ous statements, fearing they will only 
bring the two countries closer to war, 
with millions of Koreans caught in the 
crossfire. We must make it clear to the 
president that there are millions of 
Americans that do not agree with his 
methods, who want to find a solution 
that will de-escalate this conflict.”

Several statewide and national Ko-
rean American civic organizations, 
including the Council of Korean Ameri-
cans, the National Unification Advisory 
Council and the Korean American As-
sociation of Queens, worked with Kim to 
craft the letter.

“It has become glaringly apparent in 
recent months that you have been seri-
ously contemplating the use of military 
options against North Korea, and trying 
to sell the American people on this is-
sue,” the letter said. “Our fellow Ameri-
cans are alarmed by the dangerous and 
reckless words that have marked your 
presidency. For the sake of the more than 
250,000 Americans living in South Korea 
and Japan, the 75 million Koreans on the 
peninsula, we ask that you end this de-
structive and impetuous behavior and 
rhetoric.”

Pols send letter to Trump 
asking for N. Korea peace 

The border of South and North Korea is decorated with ribbons carrying messages wishing 
for reunification and peace.  Photo by Lee Jin-man/AP
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Hundreds of Long Island City resi-

dents and business owners rallied with 
community leaders and elected offi-
cials Saturday against the city’s plan 
to develop two plots of publicly owned 
waterfront property on 44th Drive and 
a neighboring Department of Educa-
tion building on Vernon Boulevard. 

The proposal, announced in 2016, 
would turn the city-owned lots into 
commercial space, luxury apartments 
and a school, but the community has 
other ideas that are not being heard by 
the de Blasio administration.

“With the critical lack of infra-
structure in the area, from schools 
to transportation to senior centers, 
the fact that the city would try to sell 
precious public neighborhood land to 
private developers shows their short-
sightedness and lack of understand-
ing of the needs of the neighborhood,” 
Hunters Point Civic Association Presi-
dent Brent O’Leary said. “I am proud 
of our neighborhood for standing up to 
the city and saying our neighborhood 
will not be sold off. If you want to de-
velop community land, it is the com-
munity who should be deciding how 
that best helps the neighborhood not 
outside interests.”

The rally was organized by the 
group Coalition LIC whose online pe-
tition has over 1,000 signatures and 
would prefer the waterfront lots be 
turned into parkland with wetlands 
that would afford climate protection 
in a flood zone. The coalition wants 
the DOE building turned into a school 
with a community recreation center, 
artist and light manufacturing space, 
a cultural center, a climate change ed-
ucational center and job training.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) has watched for years as private 
developers built luxury towers and 
the city was slow to keep up with the 
area’s unprecedented growth.

“When they first started plopping 
these buildings down in our neighbor-
hood, there either was no plan or the 
plan stunk,” Gianaris said. “This has 
got to stop.”

State Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan 
(D-Sunnyside)  called the city’s current 
proposal unacceptable.

“Developing this area would be ir-
responsible at this time. Prior develop-
ment has not respected the strain these 
massive buildings put on our current 
infrastructure,” Nolan said. “The area 
is also   in a flood zone, and may lead to 
serious consequences during future 
storms. This property is city-owned; 
any plans for the future of this com-
munity must include the community 
itself, and must include ideas and al-
ternatives that come directly from resi-

dents. Schools, parkland, green space 
and community centers are many pos-
sibilities that I have heard, and the city 
has a great opportunity to make good 
on these wonderful ideas.”

The New York City Economic De-
velopment Corporation, which issued 
the Request for Proposals on the par-
cels, says the project includes a 600-
seat school, space for workforce devel-
opment and career training and office 
space for start-ups and fast-growing 
companies in the tech, arts, design 
and creative industries in addition to 
at least 1,000 residential units with 25 
percent affordable housing.

“We’re proud that this project will 
build on Long Island City’s industrial 
heritage with space for new industrial 
jobs and workforce training, as well as 
hundreds of affordable apartment, a 
600-seat school, and more than an acre 
of resilient waterfront open space,” 
EDC spokeswoman Shavone Williams 
said. “We look forward to continued 
discussions with community mem-
bers in the months ahead, as we look 
for ideas on how to make this great 
project even better.”

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside), who could sway the 
vote on any rezoning effort as the Coun-
cil always votes along with the repre-
sentative of the district, met with the 
mayor’s office and the EDC last week.

“I told them that this plan, as pro-
posed, is dead on arrival,” Van Bramer 
said. “If it comes to me as your city 
councilman, I am telling them and I am 
telling you, this will never happen.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

LIC rises up against
city’s waterfront plan

Hunters Point Civic Association president 
Brent O’Leary says the city does not under-
stand the needs of the Long Island City com-
munity during its unprecedented growth. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology, including painless hemorrhoid care, 
and advanced endoscopy 

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 NORTHERN BLVD #1, DOUGLASTON, NY 11362
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NYC HEALTH + HOSPITALS RECENTLY HOSTED  
TWO EVENTS FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH

On February 22, the hospital held an awards ceremony honoring thirteen attending 
physicians of African descent and featuring a keynote address by NYPD Assistant 
Chief and Queens Borough North Commander Juanita Holmes.  

On February 28, NY1 
anchor and author 
Cheryl Wills discussed 
her journey to explore 
her family’s African-
American roots and 
also signed books and 
posed for pictures 
with hospital staff.

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN • INSTALL • MAINTAIN

The spring will be here
before you know it! 

Contact us now for all of
your landscaping needs including

spring clean-up, lawn care programs,
seasonal color, and much more.

FREE SPRING CLEAN-UP
with a new 1 year maintenance agreement

JB Landscaping
New York State Certified Landscape Professional

Contact Us Today!
1.347.545.2667

Jlandscaping2000@aol.com

Queens sees rise in anti-Semitic incidents: Report
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Anti-Semitic incidents re-
corded the largest increase over 
the last year in Queens com-
pared to the other boroughs, a 
new report from the Anti-Defa-
mation League found. 

ADL’s yearly “Audit of anti-
Semitic incidents” revealed 
that New York state led the 
nation with 380 reported cases 
in 2017. One out of every five 
anti-Semitic incidents in the 
United States was reported in 
New York state. 

According to the ADL, more 
than half of anti-Semitic as-
saults committed nationwide 
were reported in New York. 
These incidents include physi-
cal assaults, vandalism, ha-
rassment and attacks on Jew-
ish institutions. New York’s 
380 incidents in 2017 marked 
a 90 percent increase from 199 
such incidents in 2016.

Evan Bernstein, ADL’s New 
York regional director, said 
New Yorkers have to confront 
the undeniable surge of anti-
Semitism and bigotry. 

“The dramatic increase in 
harassment, school-related in-
cidents and against religious 

institutions cannot be accept-
ed as a ‘new normal,’” he said. 
“This kind of hate hurts the 
victim and deeply impacts the 
Jewish community. We must 
remain vigilant in denouncing 
and exposing hate wherever it 
emerges. We know that when 
anti-semitism is on the rise, so 
too are other forms of hate.”

ADL has documented 
anti-Semitic incidents in the 
United States since 1979. In 
2017 the 380 New York inci-
dents included 236 incidents 
of vandalism, up 61.6 percent 
from 2016; 133 incidents of ha-
rassment, including 24 bomb 
threats against Jewish institu-
tions, up from 29 in 2016; and 
11 incidents of assault, down 
42 percent from 19 in 2016. 

The state also saw a dou-
bling of incidents in K-12 
schools from 18 incidents in 
2016 to 36 in 2017 and a 130 per-
cent increase on college cam-
puses.

New York City experienced 
a substantial uptick in re-
ported anti-Jewish acts in 2017 
with 234 reported incidents in 
the five boroughs. ADL said 
Manhattan led the city with 
99 reported incidents.   Accord-

ing to the report, 75 percent of 
all New York City incidents 
occurred in Manhattan and 
Brooklyn, but Queens saw the 
largest increase in incidents.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) said the surge in 
incidents in Queens was trou-
bling.  

“It is deeply disturbing to 
see that the number of anti-
Semitic incidents in New York 
rose by over 90 percent in 2017 
compared to 2016,” she said. 

“Queens, the area that I repre-
sent in Congress, saw the larg-
est increase in incidents rising 
from 11 to 39 from 2016 to 2017. 
As Americans, we must come 
together and stop these anti-
Semitic attacks.”

ADL included recommen-
dations to address anti-Semit-
ic incidents and behavior in 
its report. Recommendations 
included educating youth to 
prevent these behaviors and 
working with law enforcement 

to apprehend the perpetrators. 
ADL New York said it trained 
over 550 law enforcement of-
ficials last year, and reached 
students in 175 schools with 
anti-bias and anti-bullying 
training. 

“ADL’s mission to stop the 
defamation and secure jus-
tice and fair treatment for all 
must be pursued at all levels,” 
Bernstein said. “That is why 
we are redoubling our ef-
forts to educate, advocate and 
engage schools, law enforce-
ment, elected leaders and com-
munity leaders to ensure we 
are standing together against 
anti-semitism and bigotry.”

ADL also recommended 
university administrators, 
faculty, and staff receive train-
ing to effectively respond to 
hate crimes and extremism on 
campus and that victims and 
bystanders report all anti-Se-
mitic incidents and vandalism 
to the Anti-Defamation League 
and to local police so that they 
can be taken more seriously.  

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

A new report from the ADL said anti-Semitic incidents were on the rise in 
New York last year.  Photo by Michael Probst/AP
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

9:45 am
What to do now to protect your 
family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the benefi ts 
and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Closing the NYC mobility gap

1:30 pm 
Taking charge: Know your 
healthcare options and how to 
access them at every stage of life

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S

March 11th, 9:30am–2pm
New Larger Location!
QUEENS COLLEGE
FITZGERALD GYM
Reeves Ave. Entrance at 153rd St., Flushing, NY 11367
(Just south of the LIE between Main St.Exit 23 and Kissena Blvd. Exit 24)
For GPS directions enter 153rd St. and Reeves Ave., Queens, NY

The event will feature
informa tional seminars and more 
than 50 vendor booths showcasing 
a variety of facilities, products and 
services such as assisted living, 
home care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, adult day 
care, audiology, elder care options, 
community wellness initiatives, 
and more.
Preventative Cardiovascular 
Testing Available

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE  Parking

This Sunday!
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TAX

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 03/02/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995$11,888$11,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#3686120k miles, Stk#M3908154k miles, Stk#M38025
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
108k miles, Stk#31719

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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'15 HONDA ACCORD'17 NISSAN SENTRA
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 03/02/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#3480242k miles, Stk#723132

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288$24,900
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,995$22,995
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M3903513k miles, Stk#M39051

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543
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'15 DODGE DURANGO'16 CLA 250
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

 

Suggested contribution for meals. Breakfast $1.00 Lunch $1.50. Transportation Fee $2.00  
JSPOA CARES is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health

Jamaica Service Program 
for Older Adults, Inc.
92-47 165th Street, Jamaica, NY 11433
Tel. (718) 657-6500  Fax. (718) 657-6756

Are you taking care of someone with 
Alzheimer’s  or dementia such as family 

member, spouse, or friend?  

Do you find yourself helping with daily tasks 
and concerned for their care? 

If you answered YES, it means you are a 
CAREGIVER!   

We offer the support and resources to alleviate the responsibility of caring 
with the demands of work and other family obligations. 

Free Services

Borough asked to cut water use in rainstorms
BY BILL PARRY

The city has asked Queens 
residents to reduce their wa-
ter use during rainstorms in 
an effort to cut down on pollu-
tion in Newtown Creek, Bow-
ery Bay, Flushing Creek and 
Flushing Bay. This is a first-
in-the nation undertaking.

Homeowners and tenants 
are requested to voluntarily 
wait to engage in water-inten-
sive activities, such as doing 
laundry, washing dishes or 
even flushing the toilet during 
inclement weather in order to 
create additional capacity in 
the combined sewers system, 
reducing the likelihood  of a 
sewer overflow into nearby 
water bodies, according to 
the city’s Department of En-
vironmental Protection.

“While we invest hundreds 
of millions of dollars every 
year to build infrastructure 
that protects the health of lo-
cal waterways, the Wait Pro-
gram engages citizens and 
allows them to directly con-
tribute to the protection of 
our environment,” DEP Com-
missioner Vincent Sapienza 

said. “New York Harbor is 
cleaner today than it has been 
in more than a century and 
with the help of all New York-
ers we can continue to build 
on this important progress.”

The Wait Program will uti-
lize real-time data and alert 
participants by text message 
when overflow events are 
expected, especially during 
heavy rainfalls when the 
amount of stormwater  and 
wastewater can be discharged 
into area waterways.

“The pilot Wait Program 
will help reduce pollution 
in our city’s greatest re-
source — our waterways,” 
City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria), the 
chairman of the Environ-
mental Protection Commit-
tee, said. “Volunteering to 
wait to perform chores like 
laundry and dish washing 
reduces the likelihood of 
sewage overflow into water 
bodies, including Bowery 
Bay.”

DEP is the first water util-
ity in the nation to pilot this 
type of program, which is 
modeled on a successful ini-

tiative administered by the 
Newtown Creek Alliance, a 
community-based organiza-
tion dedicated to restoring the 
polluted body of water that 
separates western Queens 
and northern Brooklyn.

“There is an immediate 
opportunity for residents to 
reduce pollution by being 
aware of when sewage treat-
ment plants hit capacity dur-
ing rain events and overflow 
into local waterways, and 
then taking action to not cre-
ate additional wastewater 
during these crucial periods,” 
Newtown Creek Alliance Pro-
gram Director Willis Elkins 
said. “While we seek contin-
ued investment from the city 
to improve long-term sewer 
infrastructure and storm-
water collection, educating 
the public about the impacts 
of our own wastewater, es-
pecially during rain events, 
is one of the few options that 
can be implemented today.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The Department of Environmental Protection is asking Queens residents 
to refrain from taking showers, doing laundry and even flushing toilets 
during rainstorms. Courtesy of NYC DEP
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Coach Realtors welcomes the following real estate agents:
Mary Burns • Michael Burns • Michael J. Carrozzo • Loukia Christodoulakis • Rosemarie Guidice • Abraham Kanfer

Patricia Ann Martin • Dorothy Matinale • Anthony Nasser • Daniel Regan • Lori Rinaldi • Maureen Riccoboni • Stevie Rae Hill

718-279-4800

Follow us on                @coachrealtors

19 Offi ce Locations! www.coachrealtors.com

Coach Realtors is proud to welcome

STATION REALTY

of Douglaston 

and its team of professionals.

COACH REALTORS is pleased to announce that  

Dorothy Matinale, and the sales associates from her 

fi rm (Station Realty) have joined Coach Realtors.

A little about Coach: 

Our caring, dedicated and experienced staff have been meeting 

and exceeding the real estate needs of homeowners since 1954. 

Our technically-savvy marketing team specializes in homes just 

like yours and will give you superior results, every time.

We offer unparalleled exposure for your home through 

our innovative network of marketing resources.

We look forward to working with you!

718-279-4800
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The Green Mile: St. Pat’s 

An Irish wolfhound makes the perfect mascot for the Queens County St. Pat’s Day parade in the Rockways, where all the 
big wigs pose for the official pre-march photo.  Photo by Bruce Adler

The head of the parade.  Photo by Bruce Adler

Councilman Eric Ulrich (c.), who represents the east end of the Rockaways, marches in the 
parade. Photo by Bruce Adler

This band doesn’t have to walk the route. The group received 
a ride on top of a fire truck.  Photo by Bruce Adler

Mounted wih a surf board and all-terrain tires, this rescue truck from the Breezy Point Volunteer 
Fire Department is built for emergencies at the beach.  Photo by Bruce Adler

One of the few places left in New York City with a volunteer fire force, Broad Channel shows off one of its distinctive 
trucks.  Photo by Bruce Adler
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Who says dogs can’t dress up for the occasion?  
Photo by Luiz Zapata

The St Pat’s Day Parade for All — started in 2000 as an alternative to the Manhattan march, which barred members of the 
LGBT community — kicks off with Councilman Daniel Dromm (c.), parade founder Brendan Fay (in striped scarf, r.) and this 
year’s grand marshals, New York Times columnist Dan Barry (with glasses, l.) and peace activist Kathleen Sullivan (in green 
cap, r.).  Photo by Michael Shain 

In the Irish tradition of honoring its political martyrs, this group carried a banner for the 
19th century writer and revolutionist James Fintan Lalor, a founding father of the Irish 
uprising.  Photo by Michael Shain 

These kids have the best seats in the house.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

A banner in memory of Maura Clarke, a Maryknoll sister and missionary who was 
murdered in 1980 in El Salvador with three other nuns by government troops, makes 
an appearance at the parade.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Along the parade route were several protesters from the American 
Society for the Defense of Tradition, Family, and Property — a 
traditionalist Catholic group that disapproves of LGBT groups 
marching in the parade.  Photos by Michael Shain 

kicks off with grand parades

As the parade comes to an end, it is time to head home. 
 Photo by Luis Zapata
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Residents came out in the hun-
dreds for the Southern Queens Park 
Association’s 16th annual art exhib-
it at Roy Wilkins Park Family Cen-
ter Sunday. 

The exhibit featured paintings, 
photos, sketch work, collages and 
metal work, showcasing the talents 
of everyone from seasoned profes-
sionals to local school kids. All the 
while, DJ Twizz was manning the 
ones and twos playing old school 
reggae, dance hall, soul, R&B and 
90s hip-hop music.

Throughout the evening there 
was a raff le and guests sampled pas-
tries, fruits and hors d’oeuvres.

Mir Ahmed, a fifth-grader from 
PS 176 in Cambria Heights was ex-
cited to participate in the art show. 
She won the elementary school envi-
ronmental challenge for her piece.

“I used chalk pastels to make jel-
lyfishes,” said Mir. 

Social justice artist Wanda Best 
had artwork that highlighted do-
mestic terrorism caused by racism 
and domestic violence. 

“With social justice art you cre-
ate, educate and communicate 
ideas,” said Best. 

Her first piece was a black, white 
and red collage that had a list going 
back to 1927 revealing dates and de-
pictions of horrendous acts commit-
ted by the Ku Klux Klan, all the way 
up to present day. Her second piece 
was a white, red, black and gold col-

lage of a woman crying tears of blood 
with an inscription beside it. “When 
a woman cries BLOOD her heart has 
been shattered,” it said.

Photographer Daniel Leake had 
framed glass pictures of lions and 
leopards from the Bronx Zoo dis-
played at the exhibit. 

“I had a telephoto lens and I wait-
ed to just get a look and some feel-
ing from the animals,” said Leake. 
“They are big cats, so... the mere fact 
that they could eat you is exciting. 
Even though you are 20 to 40 feet 
away, you know that you are safe, 
but you want to zoom in tight and get 
a nice clear expression.”

Glancing at some of the artwork 
throughout the evening was state 
Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans).

“I think this is great because it 
exposes the local work of a lot of peo-
ple from southeast Queens who have 
a lot of talent that don’t want to go 
to Brooklyn or Manhattan to show 
it,” said Comrie. “This will open up 
a desire for a lot of local people to be-
come artists as well.”

“Being able to display it here lo-
cally creates a sense of family and 
community,” said the senator. “This 
shows how much creativity we have 
in Queens and we have as much 
creativity as anywhere else in the 
world.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Art exhibit fl aunts 
wide range of styles 

Angela Murphy was among the dozens of artists who participated in the SQPA’s 16th annual 
art exhibit at Roy Wilkins Park.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Councilman Costa Constantinides hosts a party to cel-
ebrate Greek Independence Day at City Hall, featuring 
the Academy of Hellenic Paideia Dance Troupe. 

Courtesy of City Council/Emil Cohen

At the Planned Parenthood offices in Long Island City, the Department of Health unveils a new ad cam-
paign for PrEP, a  daily pill that drastically reduces the risk of contracting HIV, according to officials.  

Courtesy of City Council/Emil Cohen

Darryl McDaniels, the ‘DMC’ of Run DMC, is signing the Issue 3 of 
his superhero comic book series, published by his own imprint.  

Photo by Nat Valentine 

One of several changes at the top of the NYPD in Queens 
this week, the 115th Precinct, which surrounds LaGuardia 
Airport, tweets the first picture of its new commanding 
officer, Deputy Inspector Carlos Ortiz. His last job was in 
Manhattan.  Twitter

At the end of every lunar new year, the New World Mall — the huge mall and food court in the heart of Flushing — hosts a 
dinner to show its appreciation for more than 1,000 employees of the mall and related businesses in the neighboorhood.   

Twitter
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY ESTHER ANIMALU

Queens College alumnus and 
award-winning musical composer Ar-
turo O’Farrill was awarded with his 
fourth Grammy at the 60th awards in 
January at Madison Square Garden.

O’Farrill won Best Instrumental 
Composition for his original work 
“Three Revolutions.” His album fea-
tures a dynamic collaboration with 
Chucho Valdes, an Afro-Cuban Jazz 
musician.

“My fourth American Grammy 
made me very proud to win it for my 
mother.  She had died a month before,” 

O’Farrill said in an interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers. “I really 
wanted to win it for her. So many of 
my past fears have revolved around 
her aging and health. I really wanted 
to hold it up in the air and say, ‘This is 
for you, Mom.’” 

“Three Revolutions” hones in on 
Cuba’s fight for freedom throughout 
the span of its existence. The biggest is-
land in the Caribbean, Cuba’s historic 
battle toward freedom dates back to its 
colonization and imperialism under 
Spaniard rule, which ended in 1898. 

O’Farrill aimed to grasp the resil-
iency of Cuba’s history through each 

progression of his album and shed 
light on the vitality behind his Cuban 
heritage. 

“I was in Havana the day Fidel Cas-
tro died. It was heartbreaking because 
he was seen as a hero to all,” O’Farrill 
said about Nov. 25, 2016. “It felt like the 
death of a revolution. He greatly culti-
vated the progress of Cuba’s history.”

O’Farrill, a Mexican-born, Cuban-
American musician, is known for 
incorporating his Latin roots into 
the many frameworks of his musical 
compositions. His Afro Latin Jazz Or-
chestra is his primary musical proj-
ect. Every album it has released has 

been nominated or won a Grammy. He 
credits one of his Queens College pro-
fessors, Sir Roland Hanna, for his suc-
cess. He studied under Hanna at the 
Aaron Copland School of Music. 

“He had very strong ideas about 
music and life lessons. I am eternally 
grateful to have worked with him,” 
O’Farrill said. “I still practice the 
techniques that he taught me and I owe 
Queens College gratitude towards my 
success.”

O’Farrill is the son of renowned Cu-
ban Jazz composer Chico O’Farrill and 
Mexican singer Lupe Valero. Arturo 

TimesLedger, March 9-15, 2018

THREE
REVOLUTIONS

Queens College alumnus 
Arturo O’Farrill wins 
fourth Grammy Award
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Queens College alumnus and musical 
composer Arturo O’Farrill won his 
fourth Grammy in January. 
 Courtesy of Queens College

Continued on Page 46
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Answers in Sports

The Mountaintop — On the evening 
of April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. 
was assassinated outside room 306 of 
The Lorraine Motel in Memphis. “The 
Mountaintop” imagines what may have 
transpired in the overnight hours between 
the legendary civil rights leader and a 
seemingly inconsequential hotel maid, 
giving us a glimpse into the human side of 
Martin Luther King Jr.
When: Saturday, March 10, at  2 p.m. and 8 
p.m.; Sunday, March 11, at 3 p.m.
Where: 14 United Nations Ave. South, 
Corona
Cost: $42; $35 for members; $25 for rear 
side; $20 for front side
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org/
mountaintop

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker. All she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. 
Her mom and dad, Queen Patience and King 
Loadsadough, want her to focus on her 
princess duties. Luckily, her four maids, the 
Chancellor and Lady-in-Waiting are on hand 
to help make her dream come true. 

When: Saturday, March 10, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for children; $40 
for family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

The Underpants Godot — The production 
is about a director named Doug who is 
surreptitiously rehearsing for an avant-
garde production of ‘Waiting for Godot,’ with 
the main characters played by hot dudes 
in their underpants instead of old men. A 
representative from the notoriously litigious 
Samuel Beckett estate crashes a rehearsal 
to investigate and decide whether the 
performance should be allowed. The play is 
a hilarious meta-theatrical piece about the 
limits of adaptation and interpretation.
When: Monday, March 12, through 
Wednesday, March 14, at 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $20 at the door; $18 advance 
purchase
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY MERLE EXIT

The Central Queens 
Y in Forest Hills an-
nounced the presenta-
tion of “ReelAbilities 
Film Festival,” an inter-
national array of films.

In its 10th Year, the fes-
tival will run from March 
8 to March 14 in Queens at 
the Y, Museum of Moving 
Image and York College. 
Founded by Marlene Mey-
erson of JCC Manhattan, 
each venue give viewers 
the opportunity to view 
two days worth of award-
winning films. 

The motion pictures 
put people with disabili-
ties in the spotlight. The 
films scheduled at the Y 
for March 11 and 12 will 
each be followed by a dis-
cussion with speakers 
including filmmakers, 
teachers, personnel from 
the film and social work-
ers.  

Peggy Kurtz, from the 
Y’s Hevisi Library, said 
they choose the films for 
their own screenings.

“We have a large and 

diverse film selection 
committee that selects 
films according to their 
relevance for our audi-
ence and the quality of 
the films,” she said. “Our 
committee includes spe-
cial needs teachers and 
people who have had ex-
perience [with] some of 
the issues explored in the 
films. Year after year, I 
hear from the committee 
that being part of this fes-
tival is tremendously re-

warding for them and has 
raised their awareness.”

Here are some of the 
films that you can check 
out during the festival:

“Perfectly Normal 

for Me” 

From Director Cathe-
rine Tambini, the movie 
tells the story of a unique 
after-school program in 
Queens known as Danc-
ing Dreams.

“The kids, who have a 

variety of developmental 
and physical challenges 
come from at least two 
different schools,” Kurtz 
said. “They are paired 
with teenage volunteers 
to create an inclusive en-
vironment.”

“UNSTUCK: A Movie 

About Kids”

The 23-minute docu-
mentary from director 
Kelly J. Anderson cen-
ters on children with Ob-
sessive-Compulsive Dis-
order, observed through 
the children’s eyes. 

“REEL Encounters” 

A series of outstanding 
short films is headlined 
by the Oscar-nominated 
“Heaven is a Traffic Jam 
on the 405” — which re-
volves around a woman 
who battles depression 
and anxiety while creat-
ing artwork depicting 
her journey through the 
years of treatment — as 
well as “Mr. Connolly 
Has ALS,” the story of 
a beloved high school 
teacher who continues 

to lead his classes while 
battling the disease.

“The Barber of Au-
gusta,” directed by Mi-
chele Hozer, is the final 
film scheduled.  

“Scaffolding”

Winner of the Best 
Israeli Feature and Best 
Actor awards at the 2017 
Jerusalem Film Festival, 
this 93-minute narrative 
directed by Matan Yair 
focuses on a 17-year old 
who has trouble learning 
and an inability to focus, 
as well as the teacher 
who lures his focus to the 
world of literature. 

All films are open to 
the general public for free, 
but a voluntary donation is 
requested. The Y is located 
at 67-09 108th St. Tickets 
and more information are 
available online at  www.
cqy.org/reel  or by calling 
718-268-5011 (ext. 151).   

MOMI will also be 
hosting viewings on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
Two of the films will be 
shown at both the Y and 
MOMI, but some of the 

features are exclusive to 
the Astoria venue. 

“Partially

Compensated”

The animated film 
focuses on a classroom 
child with dyslexia and 
having understanding 
teachers willing to make 
a difference. 

“Keep the Change”

The features is about 
an upper-class young 
man who wants to hide 
his autism. He is forced 
to attend a support group, 
where he falls in love with 
a young sheltered woman 
who disputes his identity 
of being “normal.” 

“Out of My Head”

Susanna Styron di-
rected the movie, which 
is about her own daugh-
ter who suffers from 
migraines, an often 
debilitating neurologi-
cal disease. The film is 
meant to show the differ-
ence between migraines 
and what people think of 
as simply bad headaches.

ReelAbilities Film Festival heads to Queens

A screening of "Scaffolding," Israel's entry for the Academy 
Awards for narrative films, will be held Monday. 
 Courtesy of Central Queens Y

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

March 9-15, 2018

By Bill Deasy

Show the Way
Across
1. Masquerades
6. Arabia's Gulf of ___
10. Topic of FX's The 
Americans
14. "March comes in 
like ___ …"
15. Aesop's also-ran
16. "Pet" plant
17. ___ dive (throw 
a fight)
18. What lies in the 
Seine
19. Tiara features
20. Army college 
student
23. Actors' dialogue: 
Abbr.
24. Bit of saltwater?
25. Big inits. in 
camping
28. Goddess queen
31. Pressure
35. Best movie in 2012
37. Rockers ___ N' 
Roses
39. Clash
40. Tennis ace?
43. Prepare baby 
food, perhaps
44. Cabby's passenger
45. "___ Yellow 
Ribbon..."
46. After a long wait
48. It may be 
presidential
50. Aut. opposite
51. Platelet goal
53. Crude dude
55. Follows the 
touchdown signal
62. Sautéing acronym, 
à la Rachael Ray

63. Tepee shape
64. Letters on a 
screen?
66. Grande and de 
Janeiro
67. "-- boy!"
68. U. S. Grant's foe
69. Stays on the 
bench
70. Norse god
71. Sudden outburst

Down
1. Belfry resident?
2. ___ unto itself
3. Enjoy
4. Loam deposit.
5. Seize before it passes
6. 2004 battleground 
state
7. Timbuktu's place
8. ___ you done yet?

9. Like Russian dolls
10. Lead role in 
"Hawaii Five-O"
11. Expressed surprise
12. Lawn care product
13. It's right in your 
atlas
21. Competitor of 
Ragú
22. Effect's mate
25. Phi Beta ___
26. "In ___ -- make 
up your mind!"
27. "I Kissed ___": 
Katy Perry hit
29. Dennis' dog
30. Kournikova and 
others
32. Needle boxes
33. Penicillin treats it
34. 1 Down has this
36. First clue
38. Like bad losers

41. Coil inventor 
Nikola
42. Slam on the 
brakes, e.g.
47. Officer Dibble's 
nemesis
49. Kobe's squad
52. Gear part
54. ___ dozen 
(abundant)
55. Plural suffix with 
mountain
56. 1983 Super Bowl 
designation
57. Blow
58. Take ___ account
59. About to arrive
60. Don't raise
61. Chicken ___
6 5. "Dr. Hug" 
Buscaglia

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

RITTERS AND OTHERS
A S A P S L I T S M A G I
G A L L T A R O T C L E M
A T E E A M O U R D U M P
T E X A S R A N G E R M I O
H E I D I S H A Y I N S
A N S L O B M E A N I E

R E V E R T B U S S
T E X A S H O L D E M

S C A N T O W A R D
T A T T O O S P A A R C
O P T A P E S B A N A L
U T E T E X T M E S S A G E
T I R E R U R A L I L I A
E V E N A L A C K D O N T
R E D S S T Y E S E G G S

 EVENTS

Citizenship Application 
Assistance Day — Meet with 
immigration lawyers and get 
information about how to 
get fi nancial assistance to 
pay for your USCIS fee.
When: Saturday, March 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Library, Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact:  www.queenslibrary.
org/event/citizenship-
application-assistance-day 

March into Wellness — 
Participants will learn about 
cardiovascular health, 
nutrition, and fi tness.
When: Saturday, March 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853

Outdoor Skills Fire Making 
— Learn primitive and modern 

was born in Mexico 
City in 1960 and moved 
to New York years later. 
With his early expo-
sure to storied Jazz and 
Latin music, he became 
widely introduced to 
the diverse atmosphere 
of musical works, lay-
out and rhythm. 

“I fell in love with 
a record by Miles Da-
vis, in particular.  The 
improvisation by the 
pianist fueled my love 
for being a jazz musi-
cian,” he said. “I quick-
ly became infatuated 
with playing music. It 
brought a lot of enjoy-
ment into my heart and 
still continues to do so.”

O’Farrill is current-
ly based in New York 
and engages in a vari-
ety of musical outreach 
programs and perfor-
mances within the com-
munity.

“Arturo’s achieve-
ment serves as an en-
during source of inspi-
ration for past, present, 
and future students at 

Queens College, and 
further illustrates that 
the mentorship and 
training our students 
receive prepares them 
for the very highest lev-
el of success,” Queens 
College President Fé-
lix V. Matos Rodríguez 
said.

O’Farrill and the 
Afro Latin Jazz Orches-
tra perform weekly on 
Sunday nights at Bird-
land in Hell’s Kitchen. 
He routinely strives 
to showcase his musi-
cal talents while also 
combining Afro-Latin 
culture. O’Farrill and 
his compositions have 
helped revolutionized 
the music industry, so 
he’s often asked for ad-
vice on how to make it 
in the business..

“My message to up-
coming young musi-
cians is to love your 
craft,” he said. “Per-
fection takes time and 
diligence. In order to 
make it in this industry 
you must be passion-
ate about your creative 
pieces. Loving your 
craft will help you to 
contribute to yourself 
as well as the world.”

Continued from Page 43 

Grammy

methods for making fi re 
safely and responsibly while 
exploring the great outdoors. 
To register, visit  nyc.gov/
parks/rangers/register .
When: Saturday, March 10, 
from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Parade begins at 
Skillman Avenue & 43rd Street
Cost: Free
Contact:  nyc.gov/parks/
rangers/register 

Make Your Mark with a 
Watercolor Class — Ashton 
Agbomenou will teach an 
adult watercolor class 
demonstrating how to use 
lines, shapes and colors to 
render an image. Bring an 
image you would like to paint 
during the two-hour session. 
Supplies will be provided and 
beginners are welcome. 
When: Saturday, March 10, 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853

The Art of Chinese Paper 
Cutting — Teaching artist 
Emily Mock will guide 

participants to create paper 
cuts related to the leaves, 
plants, and fl owers in Queens 
Botanical Garden’s collection. 
This workshop for adults and 
children ages 10 and over will 
be led in both English and 
Mandarin. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.
When: Saturday, March 10, 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden 
Cost: $15-$20
Contact: (718) 886-3800

A Celebration of Girls 
in Sports — Through 
partnerships with local 
colleges and sports 

Continued on Page 48

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor 

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363

Herb Grilled Vegetables/ Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Peppers
Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata

Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella
Olive Medley / Bruschetta

Fresh Garden Salad
Market Greens / Cucumbers / Tomato / Balsamic

Hot Dinner Rolls & Butter

Slow Roasted Prime Rib ~ Rosemary ’au jus‘
Smoked Country Ham ~ Dijon / Honey Glaze

Slow Braised Lamb Stew —Chianti / Thyme / Root Vegetables
Chicken ‘Valdaosta’ — Fontina / Prosciutto / Rosemary

Shrimp Stuffed Sea Bass — Citrus / Scallions / Vino Bianco
Crisp Fried Calamari — Spicy Marinara

Rigatoni ‘Boscaiola’ — Mushrooms / Peppers / Pomodoro
Cavatelli ‘Barese’ — Broccoli Rabe / Sausage / Roast Garlic

Baked Eggplant Rollatini — Mozzarella / Ricotta /Tomato
Spring Vegetable Medley

 

Sweet Onion Mashed / in Martini Glass
Fixins’: Cheese / Bacon/ Chives/Sour Cream /Corn

Warm Housemade Waffles — Berry Compote / Nutella
Pastries / Cookies / Cannolis / Fresh Fruit / Lemon Chiffon Cake

Chocolate Fondue - Dips - Marshmallows - pretzels - Strawberries

Adults: $55.00 per person + sales tax

Children (12 yrs and under) $30.00 per child +sales tax

Buona Pasqua!!

DOUGLASTON MANOR
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organizations, as well as 
the contributions of New 
York City Parks’ public 
programming staff, a 
variety of sports clinics 
and demonstrations take 
place, from traditional to 
alternative sports.
When: Saturday, March 10, 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853

Nocturnal Hike Light — What 
lurks around at night? Find 
out as the Urban Park Rangers 
lead a hike through Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park under 
the cover of darkness and 
discover the many animals 
that call this park home.
When: Sunday, March 11, 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: Albert H. Mauro 
Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Citizenship Application 
Assistance Day — Future 
crime fi ghters and forensic 

scientists will enjoy using 
facts and evidence to solve 
the mystery and fi nd out 
what happened at the scene 
of the crime.
When: Tuesday, March 13, 
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Queens Library, Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact:  www.queenslibrary.
org/event/mock-crime-scene 

Continued from Page 46 

Arts

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

No matter who you 
are and where you’re 
from, you’re bound to find 
meaning in the award-
winning  film “Emerald 
City,” which is making 
its borough debut in Le-
Frak Concert Hall at 
Queens College Wednes-
day, March 14, during a 
celebration of Irish music 
and dance.

It’s a story about im-
migrants and is said to 
mark “the end of an era in 
Irish-American identity” 
as Queens celebrates St. 
Patrick’s Day events.

To get a better un-
derstanding of what the 
movie is about, picture 
that iconic black-and-
white photo shot in 1932 
and titled “Lunch atop a 
Skyscraper.” 

It captures 11 fear-
less construction work-
ers sharing banter and 
nonchalantly enjoying 
their lunch break, while 
perched atop a suspend-
ed beam 69 floors above 
Manhattan.

Few people realize that 
most of those guys were 
Irish-born immigrants 
who came to New York 
City in search of any kind 
of work they could get and 
were willing to risk their 
lives to build the RCA 
Building (or 30 Rockefell-
er Plaza), so they could 
support their families. 

Did you know that 
about 4.7 million Irish 
immigrants who arrived 
as skilled laborers in the 
19th century settled in 
America? And that many 
took jobs in construction 
toward the end of Tthe 
city’s building boom, 
which spilled over into the 
the early 20th century?

Chronicling the lives 
of a hardworking, hard-
living crew of modern-
day Irish construction 
workers, and shot entirely 
in New York, “Emerald 
City” is loosely based 
on Irish-American film-
maker Colin Broderick’s 
own life story. After im-
migrating to the Bronx 
from Northern Ireland in 
1988 at age 20, young Colin 

worked in construction as 
a carpenter for 25 years, 
while pursuing a literary 
career. The filmmaker, 
who recalled working 
with many Irishmen who 
lived in Queens, had his 
first memoir, “Orang-
utan” (Random House), 
published in 2009. 

Indeed, there are simi-
larities between the film’s 
four actors (including 
Broderick), who portray 
a group of tough working 
class fellas trying to make 

'Emerald City' to debut at Queens College

it in New York City, and 
those Depression-era con-
struction workers. 

And here’s a fun fact: 
According to some ac-
counts, there’s a possi-
bility that one worker 
captured in that vintage 
image may have been an 
Irish lad named Francis 
Michael Rafferty, who was 
sitting next to his lifelong 
buddy, Stretch Donahue. 

Featuring up-and-
coming talent, the film’s 
only Queens resident, 
John Duddy, happens to 
be a former boxer who at 
one time was among the 
best known Irish sports 
stars in the U.S.. 

Skillfully injecting 
bits and pieces from his 
long struggle with alco-
holism into his plays, 
films, and books, Broder-
ick’s newest undertaking 
deals with issues facing 
the workers who became 
his buddies: depression, 
excessive drinking, lone-
liness…and through it all 
a sense of camaraderie 
and loyalty. “I just want-
ed to give people a sense 
of what the modern-day 
Irish construction scene 

really looks and feels 
like,” he said. 

“Emerald City” was 
shot in Sunnyside, all over 
Manhattan, and in Wood-
lawn in the Bronx, where 
Broderick lived when he 
first came to America.

Mary Murphy has her 
own story to share. The 
Queens resident, who is 
the daughter of Irish im-
migrants and proud to be 
a first generation Irish-
American, has made a 
name for herself as a pop-
ular Emmy Award-win-
ning WPIX-TV reporter. 
And, as a member of the 
“PIX11 Investigates Unit,” 
she and her team have 
been out in front on many 
hot-button topics, like the 
opioid epidemic. 

The Queens College 
graduate will be the guest 
speaker at the upcoming 
event, which will raise 
money for the college’s 
Irish Studies Program – 
one of the oldest in the na-
tion. Festivities will begin 
with a reception at 6 p.m. 
followed by a screening 
of the film from 7:30 to 9 
p.m., and then a Q&A, as 
well as musical perfor-
mances.

Murphy recounted her 
family’s journey.

“Both my parents 
were born in Ireland on 
farms. Father came here 
in the late ‘40s, Mother in 
the early ‘50s. They met at 
a Rockaway Beach dance 
hall in the late ‘50s, got 
married and settled in 
Woodside,” she said.

With four kids in 
tow, the family moved to 
Queens Village where 
young Mary attended Our 
Lady of Lourdes. Later, 
they called Floral Park 
home.

“I think that almost 
any person can relate in 
some way to the movie, 
which reveals the strug-
gles that workers had 
adjusting to the stressors 
of life in America,” said 
Murphy, whose parents 
did not  finish high school 
because like so many oth-
ers, they had to make a 
living so they could put 
food on the table. 

Most Irish-born par-
ents like hers went into 
the service industry or 
took union jobs. Murphy 
said her father became a 
New York City bus driver 
and her mother worked 
as a waitress at Schrafft’s 
restaurant and later at a 
Catholic rectory.

And like all parents, 
they encouraged their 
children to get a good edu-
cation and dream big. 

A new era of affluence 
in Ireland put an end to 
the age-old tradition of 
Ireland exporting skilled 
manual – specifically con-
struction – labor. These 
days, young adults living 
there are more likely to 
train for technology jobs.

According to Brod-
erick, the characters in 
“Emerald City” struggle 
with the burden of up-
holding a fading legacy 
as the construction work-
ers who “built New York 
City.” 

“They are like the last 
of the Mohicans,” he said.

The filmmaker will 
be “off to Ireland” in two 
weeks to shoot his next 
movie, “A Bend in the 
River.” 

Tickets for “Emerald 
City” are $20 for general 
admission and $15 for 
students, veterans and 
seniors. 

Actors Johnny McConnel, Colin Broderick, Brendan 
Broderick and John Duddy in a scene from "Emerald City."

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Easter Sunday Brunch Buffet
COME ENJOY A FANTASTIC & DELECTABLE BRUNCH BUFFET STARRING ALL 

OF YOUR BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER FAVORITES & MUCH MORE! 

 THIS BRUNCH INCLUDES:
Delicious Breakfast Items

Made To Order Omelet Station

Assorted Baked Breads & Pastries

Fresh Salads 

Gourmet Main Dishes 

Succulent Carving Station

Tasty Sides

Sweet Desserts

Soft Drinks &Juices 

Regular & Decaffeinated Coffee & Tea

FREE PARKING & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Easter Sunday 4/1
12:00 - 2:00PM (RESERVATION REQUIRED)

$45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY - KIDS UNDER 10 YRS, HALF PRICE
Price includes 1 alcoholic house beverage. Menu subject to change without notice.

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst

For reservations or more information call 718.457.6300 Ext.4939

JOIN US ON 
Mother’s Day, Sunday 5/13 & Father’s Day, Sunday 6/17
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
April 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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1,100 affordable apartments 
on six acres of Willets Point 
land starting in 2020.  Of the 
entire 62-acre Willets Point 
area, the city purchased 23 
acres located across 126th 
Street from Citi Field — 
named the Phase 1 devel-
opment site with an early 
pledge to build affordable 
housing. The city evicted 
many auto-repair business-
es that formerly operated 
in that section, and razed 
most of the structures.

The remaining 39 acres 
are filled predominantly 

with automotive parts and 
repair businesses, and the 
owners said that due to per-
petual neglect by the city, 
the existing Willets Point 
community is forced to 
operate with substandard 
streets and roadways.

The remaining business 
owners have been fighting 
for the city to commit to 
providing roadway repair, 
maintenance services and 
other municipal services 
that they have long been de-
nied to Willets Point.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

it? Now!” Ambulances and 
trucks driving by honked 
in support of protesters, 
leading to cheers from the 
nurses.

Stavisky addressed the 
crowd and told them she 
stands by them and hopes 
negotiations work in their 
favor. 

“Thank you, because if 
you look at the sign it says 
‘amazing things are hap-
pening here’ and it’s not 
an accident.  It’s because of 
you that amazing things are 
happening,” she said. “This 
is a great hospital because 
of the people who work 
here. I’m here to thank you 
for your care, you all fight 
for our safety everyday. We 
care about you and I sin-
cerely hope that the con-
tract is mutually accepted 
and negotiated because your 
job in there is about caring 
everyday.”

Bayside resident Mary 
Gardner was among the reg-
istered nurses who partici-
pated at the rally. She has 

been working at New York-
Presbyterian for 34 years 
and said she and her fellow 
colleagues are not asking 
for anything extraordinary, 
just what is fair. 

“Amazing things are 
happening here everyday 
all day. We the nurses just 
want a fair contract, fair 
health benefits and fair re-
tirement,” she said. “We 
have many bricks in this 
building, amazing things 
should happen to those who 
care the most.”

Ozone Park resident 
Myriam Pagan-Colon has 
been a nurse at the Flushing 
hospital for 11 years.

“We are amazing nurses 
and we do amazing work,” 
she said. “However, we need 
management to recognize 
our worth and give us a fair 
contract.” 

By Wednesday morning 
a union representative said 
talks are still ongoing, but 
that there was movement on 
the part of management on 
at least one issue. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

culated among students at 
over 20 schools throughout 
the city,” Athy said in the 
email.  “We are as concerned 
about the fear-mongering 
and rumor-spreading as we 
are about the actual writing 
on the desk. Please try to be 
more evaluative of what you 
see in the media, social me-
dia, and what you may hear 
from ‘friends.”’

It was not clear to parents 
AT which school the threat 
was directed and some took 
to social media themselves 
to discuss the matter.

“The schools keep saying 
‘it’s not me, it’s not me.’ Then 
who’s school is it?” Eleni 
Lima wrote on the Bayside, 
Queens Facebook page.

Elected officials in 
Queens have been pushing 
for stricter measures on gun 
sales at the state level with 
mixed results.

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) cel-
ebrated the passage of a leg-
islative package in the As-
sembly Tuesday that would 
improve background checks 
to keep firearms away from 
people determined to be a 
danger to themselves and 
others while also banning 
bump stocks - the device 
used in the Las Vegas shoot-
ing.

“Today the Assembly took 
action against gun violence 
by passing common sense 
legislation that would close 
loopholes in the law and keep 
New Yorkers safe,” Rozic 
said. “While the federal gov-
ernment continues debating 
over life-saving gun control 
measures, we are confront-
ing the issue head-on to im-
prove background checks, 
keep guns out of the hands 
of domestic abusers, and 

prevent the mass shootings 
that have shaken up schools 
and communities across the 
nation.”

But the same success was 
not celebrated in the state 
Senate with Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) slam-
ming Republicans Feb. 28 
for voting against his legis-
lation, which extended the 
wait time to purchase a fire-
arm from three days to 10, 
ban bump stocks and create 
a gun violence research in-
stitute to study crimes using 
firearms as a public health 
issue.

Republicans, who hold 

the majority in the Senate, 
did not slack on efforts to 
reduce violence directed 
at schools, however. With 
the help of the Independent 
Democratic Committee, they 
passed a total of 15 bills to 
increase school safety such 
as stationing armed law en-
forcement officers nearby or 
on school grounds.

Additional security in 
schools would be funded 
through a program which 
would issue $25 license 
plates dedicated to law en-
forcement officers with 
the words “Guardians for 
Schools” imprinted on it.

Continued from Page 1 

Threat
Continued from Page 1 

Rally

Continued from Page 2 

Willets Pt.

A message scrawled on the desk of a high school in Queens sent the NYC 
Dept. of Education into high alert on Monday. Twitter

voiced openness to Popa’s 
proposal, which has yet to 
be reviewed by the MTA, 
and a liaison from Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows) said their 
office would be interested 
in the plan, which would 
coincide with their opposi-
tion to Gov. Andrew Cuo-

mo’s congestion pricing 
proposal.

CB 11’s Bernie Haber 
said the Transportation 
Committee was in favor of 
writing a letter of recom-
mendation to the MTA in 
favor of the Little Neck 
LiNK proposal.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 2 

CB 11Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 9–15, 2018 53  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 9–15, 201854    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Sports

Brandon Nimmo is making 
a name for himself this spring. 

The young lefty outfielder 
is vying for a spot on the big-
league roster and has im-
pressed the first two weeks of 
Spring Training. With 2017 
breakout star Michael Con-
forto set to start the season on 
the disabled list, Nimmo has a 
chance to steal a starting spot 
— or, at the very least, serve in 
a center field platoon — to be-
gin the 2018 season. 

Yoenis Cespedes and Jay 
Bruce are penciled in as the 
every day starters in left and 
right field, respectively. Nim-
mo’s main competition for 
playing time in center field is 
the oft-injured Juan Lagares. 
While Lagares has floundered 
this spring, Nimmo has shone. 

The 24-year-old slugger 
— he turns 25 on March 27 
— has recorded seven hits 
in his first 21 spring at-bats, 
including two home runs 
and four extra-base hits. His 
performance has caught the 
eye of manager Mickey Cal-
laway, who has liked what 

he’s seen from Nimmo thus 
far. 

“He’s a patient hitter,” Cal-
laway said. “He’s always been 
that. But now it looks like he’s 
attacking that pitch when he 
gets it, too. Pitchers know he’s 
gonna be patient and if they 
groove one, now he’s gonna at-
tack it. It becomes a dangerous 
combination.”

Nimmo’s success should 
not come as a surprise. He 
has the pedigree — he was the 
Mets’ first round pick in the 
2011 draft — and the minor 
league success — he owns a 
.280/.387/.418 career batting 
line in the minors. Nimmo also 
performed well in his first real 
taste of big league action last 
season, when he hit .260 with 
five home runs and 21 RBI and 
posted a .379 on-base percent-
age in 69 games with the Mets. 

Those numbers, coupled 
with his minor league success 
and strong start in Spring 
Training, should be enough for 
Nimmo to earn a spot on the 
opening day roster. In fact, one 

Brandon Nimmo has played well in the early parts of Spring Training. 
AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

In the midst of his best col-
legiate season, St. John’s men’s 
hoops star Shamorie Ponds 
earned a spot on the All-Big East 
first team.

Ponds has averaged 21.6 
points per game in 28 contests 
this season and cracked the 
30-point plateau six times this 
season. He also leads the confer-
ence in steals with 2.5 per game 
and is ranked fourth in the Big 
East in assists. 

“Shamorie had a great sea-
son. He had an incredible run in 
February, and has just been very 
consistent over his first two sea-
sons,” head coach Chris Mullin 
said. “He’s been somewhat his-
toric over these first two years at 
St. John’s, and we look for more 
good play from him.”

Ponds is the first St. john’s 

player to be named to the All-Big 
East first team since D’Angelo 
Harrison in 2015. 

The sweet-shooting guard 
has had his fair share of big 
games this year. Ponds recorded 
44 points in a February victory 
against Marquette. The total 
represents the most points ever 
scored by a Johnnie at Carnesec-
ca Arena. 

“It’s a blessing,” Ponds said 
after the Feb. 10 game. “All the 
great players who came through 
this university, for my name to 
be up there, it is a dream come 
true. A blessing.”

Before that, Ponds led St. 
John’s to back-to-back wins over 
top-five programs Duke and Vil-
lanova. 

Against Duke, he scored 33 
points while shooting 12-of-23 
from the floor in 40 minutes to 
lead the Johnnies to an 81-77 

victory over the Blue Devils at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Four days later, Ponds net-
ted 26 points in a 79-75 win 
over No. 1-ranked Villanova, 
the program’s first against a 
top-ranked opponent since the 
1984-85 season. 

“It’s big for the University, 
and it’s also big for us,” Ponds 
said of the back-to-back victo-
ries. “I feel like it will give us 
the little spark that we need go-
ing into the rest of the season. 
Two-huge wins. We’ve never 
lost the confidence, but no one 
wants to go through the losing. 
I feel like we stayed together, but 
we weren’t getting the outcomes 
that we wanted. If we stayed to-
gether, it would eventually fall 
through.”

Ponds’ season has been one of 
the best in program history. De-

Shamorie Ponds celebrates a victory with head coach Chris Mullin earlier this season. 
Courtesy of St. John’s Athletics
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can argue he may be the Mets’ 
best option to serve as the club’s 
lead-off hitter in April. 

Nimmo has a good eye 
at the plate and has shown a 
knack for getting on base. He 
would effectively set the table 
for the middle of the Amazins’ 
order, giving Cespedes, Bruce 
and Todd Frazier more RBI op-
portunities. 

This is Nimmo’s best 
chance to make a name for 
himself at the big league level. 
Conforto is expected back in 
late April or early May, giv-
ing Nimmo a small window to 
prove he belongs. He’s seized 
the opportunity to this point. 

Spring Training Notes

Has the Dark Knight re-
turned? Matt Harvey has 
looked impressive through-
out Spring Training, most 
recently tossing three shutout 
innings against the Detroit Ti-
gers Monday afternoon.

Harvey allowed two hits 
and walked one batter while 
recording one strike out. He 
may not be the same dominant 
pitcher he once was, but the 
Mets have to be happy to see 
that Harvey has shown signs 
of improvement.

A healthy and effective 
Harvey would go a long way in 
helping the Mets return to the 
postseason.  He would give the 
team a quality arm in the back 
of the rotation and someone 
with World Series experience. 

spite missing three games this 
season, he is on the verge of en-
tering the top 10 on the St. John’s 
single-season scoring list and 
was just 23 points away from his 
head coach, who ranks 10th with 
629 points. 

Ponds had a chance to pass 
Mullin when the Red Storm 

began postseason play Wednes-
day night after TimesLedger 
went to press. St. John’s faced 
off against Georgetown in the 
opening round of the Big East 
Tournament at Madison Square 
Garden.

The Johnnies played George-
town twice in the regular sea-
son, dropping both contests. The 
Red Storm fell to the Hoyas, 69-66 
on Jan. 9 at MSG and dropped a 
closely contested double-over-
time match, 93-89 at Capital One 

Arena in Washington, D.C. on 
Jan. 20

“We’ve played in two close 
games,” Mullin said. “One was 
in double-overtime and the other 
game came down to the last pos-
session, so it’s a tight matchup. 
We look forward to starting a 
new season.”

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539.

Continued from Page 55 

Ponds
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Nimmo

Shamorie Ponds drives past a defender during the Johnnies’ upset victory over VIllanova in February . 
 Courtesy of St. John’s Athletics
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properly serve SEQ residents, 
allow for sufficient outreach in 
the community  nor gauge their 
use of a long term program.”

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica), state Sens. Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) and 
James Sanders (D-South Ozone 
Park), Assemblywoman Ali-
cia Hyndman (D-Springfield 
Gardens), Assemblyman Clyde 

Vanel (D-Queens Village), Coun-
cilwoman Adrienne Adams 
(D-Jamaica) and Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
also signed the letter.

The 37 percent discounted 
fare on the peak hour commuter 
train tickets could boost the lo-
cal economy in south Queens, 
the officials said, but the pilot 
program, which only includes 
Atlantic Terminal, could be a 
burden on straphangers mak-
ing their way into Manhattan 
by requiring them to transfer to 

the subway in Brooklyn.
The average commute time 

on the LIRR from Rosedale, 
Laurelton, Locust Manor, St. 
Albans, Hollis and Queens Vil-
lage stations to Penn Station 
is roughly a half hour and the 
Freedom Ticket proposal in-
cludes a free transfer to subways 
and buses.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

The first winner of the 
“Worst Commute” was Forest 
Hills resident Jennifer Tang, 
who put off using the rest 
room before embarking on 
her usual half-hour journey 
home. Her fate was to spend 
two hours on a stalled R train 
just feet from her home station 
at 71st Street.

Cuomo is working to enact 
congestion pricing for traffic 
entering Manhattan south of 
60th Street, with tolls of $11.52 
for cars, in order to establish a 

dedicated funding stream for 
the MTA.

But while the state prepares 
for the possible launch of the 
congestion pricing proposal, 
commuters are suffering with 
persistent delays during criti-
cal hours of the day.

Riders Alliance Executive 
Director John Raskin issued 
a statement Monday, March 
5, about a slew of train de-
lays during the morning rush 
along 16 lines, including the F, 
E, J and N which run through 
Queens, stemming from me-
chanical and signal failures.

“Yet again this first Mon-
day morning in March, com-

muters had their lives upend-
ed by signal and mechanical 
problems throughout the sub-
way system. Clearly, no short-
term duct tape solution is go-
ing to solve the transit crisis; 
we need a real plan to invest 
in modern signals and new 
subway cars,” the head of the 
straphangers’ advocate group 
said. “Nine months after 
Gov. Cuomo declared a state 
of emergency, there is still 
no plan and still no money to 
invest in long-term upgrades 
to our transit system. Riders 
want to know: Is the governor 
serious about fixing the sub-
way?”

graduation rates rose under 
his leadership, and in 2016 he 
started his tenure in Hous-
ton. After the devastation of 
Hurricane Harvey he worked 
to get schools up and running 
again.

Miami-Dade superinten-
dent Alberto Carvalho was 
the mayor’s initial pick. De 
Blasio initially declared 
Carvalho as the new Schools 
Chancellor Feb. 28, but in a 
dramatic change of events 
the education official went 
from accepting the position 
to rejecting it the following 
day during a live broadcast 
of an emergency board meet-
ing in Miami, in which he 
became emotional after stu-
dents, parents and even a lo-
cal rapper begged him to stay 
in the Sunshine State.

“He told me repeatedly 
this was his dream job,” de 
Blasio told a press conference 
after Carvalho pulled out. 

Several news outlets in 
Miami said the superinten-
dent’s decision was a strate-
gic move on Carvalho’s part, 
because he might be eyeing a 
congressional seat in Florida, 
which would be harder to do 
if he moved to New York. 

According to a Politico re-
port, his real reason for his 
not committing to the posi-
tion was because he wanted 
to pick his own chief of staff 
and he was not thrilled with 
Fariña’s continued influence 
in the school district. 

Fariña will not be vacat-
ing her position until the end 
of March and has expressed 
an interest in staying part 
time for a few more months to 
help with the transition.

“When you work this hard 
at something, you want to 
make sure you’re bequeath-
ing what you’ve done to 
someone who’s like-minded,” 
Fariña said. 

 
Reach reporter Naeisha 

Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

gether to support New York-
ers in need as they get back 
on their feet.”

If Feb. 28 Community 
Board 2 monthly meeting was 
an indication, DHS represen-
tatives should be prepared 
for a long evening. Blissville 
residents dominated the pub-
lic comments section of the 
meeting, describing their 
neighborhood as too small 
and isolated to handle the 
burden of two shelters with a 
third close by. The neighbor-
hood is primarily industrial 
with fewer than 500 residents 
and they are feeling over-
whelmed.

“I feel three hotels in Bliss-
ville is just too much,” Bliss-
ville resident Barry Druss 
said. “Blissville is a small 
community. It’s isolated. We 
can’t be dominated by all this 
homelessness. I’m sorry, the 
fear factor is just too high.”

Erika Clooney worked 
at the Bantry Bay Publick 
House for 12 years before in-
vesting her family’s life sav-
ings to buy into the popular 
restaurant’s ownership team 
during the summer. Bantry 
Bay is next door to the City 
View in which the city was 
housing 54 families until Jan-
uary, when the families were 
transferred out to make room 
for homeless single men.

“I have absolutely no prob-
lem with families next door 
to our facility, but over the 
course of the last six weeks 
the demeanor of my busi-
ness and my neighborhood 
has completely changed,” she 
said.

Clooney spoke of an un-
settling event that happened 
recently when two men she 
claimed were from the City 
View entered the bar area, 
asked for two beers and fled 
without paying. 

“What I’m afraid of right 
now, I’ve never had to have a 
thought to have a buzzer on 
my door — that looks really 
bad,” Clooney said. “My hus-
band and my life savings is in 
this. The city has just come in 
with one swift brush and now 
could completely blow out my 
future.”

Her business model was 
further harmed with the con-
version at the Fairfield Inn as 
the hotel has stopped booking 
guests.   

“I get most of our night 
business from the Marriott 
hotel,” she said. “We have a 
lot of tourists, a lot of local 
businessmen, a lot of people 
working construction on 
those bridges that are staying 
every night and they come to 
our restaurant.”  

The DHS public hearing 
will take place on Thursday 
 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Raphael’s 
Church located at 35-20 
Greenpoint Ave.

for motorists for a similar is-
sue and signed a letter along-
side Comrie and 13 other state 
elected officials asking for a 
similar program.

“We’re not talking about 
nickels and dimes, we’re talk-
ing about hundreds of dol-
lars of real money out of our 
constituents’ pockets,” Phef-
fer Amato said. “We need to 
call out the MTA. We need to 
have an amnesty period, they 
need to have an education pe-
riod so we can cure this. The 
Thruway Authority did it, why 
wouldn’t they do it for our end? 

One end of the state can have 
an amnesty program, but not 
us? That’s not equity.”

MTA spokesman Chris-
topher McKniff said there is 
already an amnesty program 
in place for first-time violation 
notices in which customers 
can send a letter disputing the 
fines.

“We work closely with our 
customers to resolve any is-
sues or disputes, and will con-
tinue our courtesy of waiving 
first-time violation notice fees 
upon full payment of tolls,” 
McKniff said. “This courtesy 
is an important piece of our 
move to all electronic tolling.”

Wolf said she went through 
this process to no avail.

Issues with cashless toll-

ing have even provoked a 
class-action lawsuit filed in 
Manhattan federal court by a 
Westchester resident against 
the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority. The suit claims 
the state agency is notifying 
drivers of unpaid mail-in tolls 
after payment due dates and 
imposing “unfair and improp-
er” penalties of $100 for each 
violation.

The plaintiff had gathered 
over $6,000 in fines over a 10-
month period crossing the 
Whitestone Bridge without 
receiving notification of the 
charges or fines when scan-
ning equipment failed to read 
his EZPass tag on multiple oc-
casions, the complaint said.

Continued from Page 5 

Toll fi nes
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Shelter
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Chancellor
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Proposal
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Delays

said. “Cracking down on these 
violations is a necessary step 
to unclogging the essential ar-
teries of our city.”

Other intersections in 
Queens that be under scru-
tiny are Queens Boulevard 
and Roosevelt Avenue, Astoria 

Boulevard and 31st St., 21st 
St. and 49th Avenue, Laurel 
Hill Boulevard and 65th Pl., 
Queens Midtown Expressway 
and Grand Avenue, 37th Ave. 
and 138th St., and Queens Pla-
za South and 28th St. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), whose 
district includes western 
Queens and parts of the Bronx, 
applauded the de Blasio admin-
istration’s leadership in keep-

ing the city moving forward.
“Ask any commuter from 

Queens and the Bronx and 
they’ll tell you that New York 
City gridlock is a major im-
pediment to their daily lives,” 
Crowley said. “Mayor de Bla-
sio’s initiative to increase 
enforcement of block the box 
violations will provide tangi-
ble relief to New Yorkers who 
commute in and out of Man-
hattan every day.”

Continued from Page 4 

Block box
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Sale
Dates

Mar
Fri.

9
Sat.

10
Mar

Sun.

11
Mar

Mon.

12
Mar

Tues

13
Mar

Wed

14
Mar

Thurs.

15
Mar

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Nabisco
Family Size
Snacks

NN bbbii

13-20.6 Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
Oreos, Ritz or Chips Ahoy!
(Packages Marked Family Size Only)

2/$6
With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.

4/$5

Cento
Tomatoes

28 Oz Can
Crushed, Plum or Puree

2/$4

$199

$699

11.5-16 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Holiday Butter Collection Cookies)

12 Oz Bag ... 6 Pack
(Excludes: All Other Varieties) y

Entenmann’s
Loaf Cakes
or Cookies

Thomas’
Original
English ��f�ns

YOUR
CHOICE!

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

SAVE
$4.49

60 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: Cocktail & Light) (( g )

Ocean Spray
100% Cranberry
Juice

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

23-26 Oz Can
Assorted 

Chock full o’Nuts
Coffee

Chock full o’Nuts
Single Serve
Coffee 

ChCh kk f ll

12 Count Box
Assorted

$599

5/$10 $599

Smart Ones
Full Line
Sale!

SS O
4.4-10.5 Oz Pkg 
Assorted

5.75-24.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Shrimp Poppers Value Pack)(Ex(Ex(( cluc deses: Shririmmmp p P

Gorton’s
Seafood
Full Line 
Sale!!

50%
OFF!

Häagen-Dazs
Ice Cream

28 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

14-28 Oz Pkg
Assorted Onion Rings or

2/$5

sAssorted Onion Rings g oror

Restaurant Brand
French
Fries

La Yogurt
Yogurt

6 Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Greek)

39¢

Florida’s Natural
Juice

59 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted 
Fit & Delicious, Blends or Regular

2/$5

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. 

Kellogg’s
Cereal
Full Line Sale!

Club Card Limit

ull Line
33%
OFF!

1.25-26.8 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Any Cereal Over 26.8 Oz) MIX &

MATCH!

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

22///$$$$$$$$$

General Mills
Cereal
GGGGGGGGGGGGGG llllllll MMMMMMMMiiiiiiiiiiiilllll

� 13 Oz Reese�s Peanut Butter Puffs
� 12 Oz Chocolate Lucky Charms
� 13.8 Oz Frosted Flakes Lucky Charms
� 11.5 Oz Regular Lucky Charms
� 12 Oz Original Cheerios
� 11.8 Oz Original Cocoa Puffs
� 12 Oz Golden Grahams

3/$4

5/$5

$499
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. 

18.5-19 Oz Can
Assorted

Progresso
Traditional
Soup

20 Oz Pkg ... 4 Pack
In Water or Oil

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

C
T

2
CCampbell’s

Soup
CCCC bbbb lllll’bb lllll’

10.5-11.5 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: Tomato &
Chicken Noodle)

5/$5 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers. 

Must Buy 5.

1
A

P
T
S

StarKist
Chunk Light
Tuna

StS KiK t
5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

89¢

3/$10
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter BtlsalHalHa f  LLL teitit r Btlsss

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Purex
Laundry
Detergent

PPP

128-150 Fl Oz Btl
71 Loads: Plus Clorox or
100 Loads: Mountain Breeze 
or Natural  Elements

gg
$699

17-21 Count Pkg
Assorted Ultra Power Paks or
43.75-50 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Arm & Hammer
Laundry
Detergent

8 Giant Roll Pack
White: Regular or Select A Size 
or Star Wars Select A SizeSor Star Wars SelSe ect

Bounty
Paper 
Towels

 $12.99
- $3.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

$99999999999999999
Final Price

Buy 2 and Get 
Each for 

$9.99
With Club Card.

Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

2/$6
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Breyers
Ice Cream
BB
1.5 Qt Cont
Assorted Dairy Desserts or

$299
lb.

$299
lb.

$699
lb.

Porterhouse
Steaks

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... Shell, T-Bone or

YOUR
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

Boneless

Family Pack
Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

Center Cut
Pork
ChopsYO

CHO

Top Round
London
Broil

USDA Choice Beef
Shoulder or

Gatorade
Sports
Drinks

GG t
32 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

2
A

C
C

Lipton
Tea
Bags

LiLi t
72 Ct Box Organic Black 
or 100 Ct Box Regular

$29999 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

W
L

Kool-Aid
Jammers

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack
Assorted

2/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

Must Buy 2.

W
L

G
S
D

G
3
AASnapple

Iced
Tea

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted Drinks or

3/$5

Hormel 1891
Maple
Turkey
Breast

$699
lb. Sliced To Order

$499
lb. Sold By The Piece

Cheese Of  The Month!
Store Cut ... Imported From Italy

Pecorino
Romano

$199lb.

Coleslaw, Potato or

Macaroni
Salad

) Premium
Crackers
P ii

9-17 Oz Box ... Original,
Unsalted Top, Whole Grain,
Soup & Oyster or Minis

2/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

Must Buy 2.

1
(E((

EE
L
o

WW

Eight O’ Clock
K-Cup 
Coffee

12 Count Box
Assorted

$5999999999999999999With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers.

Pork
Shoulder

Fresh ... Whole
Bone-In ... Pernil

99¢
lb.

Perdue
Oven Stuffer
Roaster

PP dd
Grade A Fresh ... Whole
6-9 Lb Average

$129$$$$1111111111lb.

B

C
PPPPP
CCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Sugardale
Bacon
SS dd l
12-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399
S

F
B

BallPark
Beef
Franks

BBBB llllPP kkkk

15 Oz Pkg
Regular or Bun Size
(Excludes: Angus)

$299

Farm Raised 2 Lb Bag ... 31-40 Count Per Lb 
Peeled & Deveined

Farm Raised
Previously Frozen

Fresh
Atlantic
Salmon Fillet

PeelPe ed & eveveined

AquaStar
Raw
Shrimp

yy

Tilapia
Fillet

$799$$$$$$$$
lb.

$1499

$399$$$$$$$$$
lb.

2 Lb Bag ... 21-25 Count Per Lb 
Peeled & Deveined

AquaStar
Raw
Shrimp

$1699

$799lb. Sliced To Order

Boar’s Head
Ichiban
Teriyaki
Chicken 
Breast

Golden Classic, Maple Glazed or

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

$999

68 Fl Oz Cont

Pompeian
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

Kraft
Salad
Dressing

2/$4

16 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Charmin 
Ultra 
Bath
Tissue

ChCCh ii
6 Mega Roll Pack
Soft or Strong

$799

YOUR 
CHOICE! YOUR 

CHOICE!

$399
lb. Sliced To Order

Yellow or White

Key Food
American

Serve Grated With Your Favorite 

Pasta Dish for Lent!

Plus Deposit Where Applicable

$999

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted Beer4144 Fl O PkP g ..g . 11 O Assorted eer

Budweiser, 
Bud Light, 
Miller or Coors 
12 Pack

YOUR
CHOICE!

Lay’s
Potato
Chips

L ’’
5-8 Oz Bag ... Assorted
Kettle Cooked or Regular

2/$5

Marcal
Bath 
Tissue

20 Roll Pack
Prepriced

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

$7992/$1998

Clorox
Bleach
Cl
55-64 Fl Oz Btl 
Assorted

BlBleaeae chch
2/$4 With Club Card.

Limit 4 Offers.
Must Buy 2.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

$599

Mazola
Oil

96 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable Plus Key Food or

Urban Meadow
Rice

K F d
20 Lb Bag
Long Grain White

$799 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

Green Giant
Carrots

99¢

G
2 Lb Bag
California

Earthbound Farm
Organic
Riced
Veggies

$299

EEE thbhbhb dd FFF

14 Oz Pkg ... Cauliflower, 
Cauliflower Medley or
Cauliflower & Broccoli

lb.blb.bbb29¢

Green
Cabbage

Leafy

Green Giant
Klondike
Potatoes

GGGGGGGGGG GGGGGGGGGGGGGii

5 Lb Bag ... US #1
All Purpose White or
3 Lb Bag ... US #1
Rose or Goldust

$169

Green Giant
Baby
Carrots

$199

GGG
2 Lb Bag
Peeled

YOUR
CHOICE!

Welch’s
Seedless

Grapes

Seeded Red Globe or
Red, Green or Black

$199lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

4/$5

Dole
Salads

8-14 Oz Bag ... Garden or
Classic, Creamy or Angel Hair Coleslaw

or Shredded: Lettuce, Carrots or
Red CabbageGiorgio

Mushrooms

$299

GiGiG i

4-8 Oz Pkg
Tri Pac, Sliced Shiitake or
Royal Trumpet

MIX &
MATCH!

Fresh
Broccoli

By The Bunch

ea.ea.ea.e99¢

� Eggplant
� Green 
  Squash
� Yellow
  Squash

99¢

Fresh

lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

2 Lbs!

Florida
Strawberries

Large Family Size Cont

$399

Organically
Grown
Strawberries

$399

1 Lb Cont

NewStar
Cooking With
Spinach

16 Oz Bag

2/$5

Organically Grown
Red Delicious

Apples

Washington State
Fancy

lb.blb.bbb99¢

iii l
WWWWWWW

Organically
Grown
Blueberries

$299

OOO ii
6 Oz Cont


