
• JAMAICA TIMES
• ASTORIA TIMES
• FOREST HILLS LEDGER
• LAURELTON TIMES
• QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES
• RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
• HOWARD BEACH TIMES 
• RICHMOND HILL TIMES

 

March 23–29, 2018 Your Neighborhood — Your News®

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

FREE

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
MumsKitchens NYC and 

Bliss Street Creamery are the 
brainchildren of Tress Walker 
and Tavia Kowalchuk, two en-
trepreneurs who wouldn’t let 

their lack of knowledge of the 
business side of the culinary 
world stop them from turning 
their dreams into a reality. 

Walker and Kowalchuk 
managed to translate their 

Turning culinary dreams into reality

BY BILL PARRY

There was a time when 
City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) was 
a supporter of state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst). 

Constantinides cam-
paigned for Peralta, knock-
ing on doors in the days lead-
ing up to the special election 
in 2010, but that all changed 
in January 2017 when Peralta 
defected to the renegade In-
dependent Democratic Con-
ference, which is allied with 
Senate Republicans to form a 
majority coalition.

Constantinides endorsed 
Jessica Ramos in her prima-
ry challenge against Peralta 
Tuesday, becoming the first 
member of the City Council 
to endorse an anti-IDC chal-
lenger this year. Constan-
tinides also joined Ramos 
and 75 grassroots supporters 
Sunday as they opened her 
official campaign office in 
Jackson Heights, and Con-
stantinides railed against 
Peralta. 

“We need a real Democrat 
representing this district,” 
Constantinides said. “We 
need someone who rides the 

trains. We need someone that 
knows when you cast a vote 
for a leader, that’s a vote for 
your values. You can talk 
and talk about what your val-
ues are — but your actions 
are what count. The sena-
tor for this district empow-
ers Republicans. I’m proud 
to stand with Jessica Ramos 
and stand on the front lines 
with her. I know, as someone 
I’ve worked with, Jessica has 
the passion, knowledge and 
love of the community. She’s 
going to be the state senator 
we need. We need to knock on 

Continued on Page 66

Costa endorses Ramos

Dye-maker retains building 
to sell Chocolate Factory

BY BILL PARRY

The co-founder of the 
Chocolate Factory Theater in 
Long Island City was among 
the hundreds of borough 
business and cultural lead-
ers who trekked to Albany 
Tuesday to take part in the 
second annual Queens Day 
for a chance to mingle with 
lawmakers while showcasing 
the products of more than 50 
food and beverage purvey-
ors.

In between presentations, 
Sheila Lewandowski was net-
working, a talent she has per-
fected during the past dozen 
years as executive director 
of the award-winning ex-
perimental performing arts 
space in the Hunters Point 
section of Long Island City.

“You have to put yourself 
out there and represent your 
community,” Lewandowski 
said. 

But she was also on a mis-

sion to arrange grants for the 
renovations of The Chocolate 
Factory Theater’s new per-
manent home in Dutch Kills. 
Lewandowski and co-found-
er Brian Rogers acquired 
a 7,500-square-foot former 
industrial building at 38-29 
24th St. for $3.8 million with 
the help of city funds, but 
they are currently in the pro-
cess of raising $1.2 million to 
renovate the structure.

“We’re about halfway 
there. Assemblywoman Cathy 
Nolan has pledged $350,000 
towards the upgrades, so 
while I’m here I’m trying to 
get some of the paperwork 
moving,” She said the for-
mer factory has “wonderful 
bones, it’s exactly what we’re 
hoping for” but it is in need 
of necessary building code 
improvements, the construc-
tion of restrooms, the instal-
lation of a main performance 
space, a rehearsal studio, a 

Continued on Page 66
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Chocolate Factory Theater co-founder Sheila Lewandowki has a new 
home for her experimental performing arts space thanks to Robert 
Salerni (l.) and her own expertise at networking.

HOWLING FOR SPRING

Councilman backs Peralta’s Senate seat challenger

Continued on Page 66

Dakota barks at the Winter Storm Toby — the fourth Nor’easter to blow through the borough this 
year. If you’re keeping score at home, spring officially started March 20. Go figure. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A Jackson Heights woman 

was convicted of 108 counts 
of animal cruelty and other 
charges for failing to provide 
adequate care for the 67 cats 
and dogs she housed in her 
urine and feces-filled home in 
January 2016, according to the 
Queens district attorney’s of-
fice. 

Elizabeth Grant, 50, faces 
up to two years in prison and 
a ban on owning animals after 
being found guilty by Queens 
Supreme Court Justice Steph-
anie Zaro following a six-day, 
non-jury trial.

According to trial testi-
mony, a crime prevention of-
ficer went to Grant’s home on 
82nd Street on Jan. 6, 2016, to 
visit Grant’s mother, who had 
been the victim of a crime. No 
one answered when the officer 
knocked on the door, but it was 
open and animals could be 
seen inside and the interior ap-
peared to be filthy. The officer 
departed, but returned to the 
home on Jan. 28 with members 
of the ASPCA. At that time, 
Grant’s mother did answer the 
door and excessive amounts 
of feces and fur were seen 
throughout the living area 
and the stench of urine was 
overpowering. There was also 
trash strewn amid the clutter. 
The animals living inside had 
patches of fur missing, crusted 
eyes and one cat appeared un-
able to walk.

“Taking in a dog or a cat 
is a huge responsibility. In ad-
dition to hugs and love, pets 
need food, a clean home and 
meticulous care,” DA Richard 
Brown said. “The defendant 
in this case collected cats and 
dogs and did little else to main-
tain a safe living environment 
for them. The animals lived in 
deplorable conditions — where 
the floors and furnishings 
were covered in feces, fur and 
urine. When rescue workers 

went to retrieve the animals, 
they had to wear respirators 
and protective clothing. The 
defendant has now been found 
guilty and faces possible jail 
time for her depraved actions.”

A court-authorized search 
warrant was executed the 
same day and members of the 
ASPCA rescued 55 cats, 12 
dogs and two turtles, accord-
ing to trial records. A licensed 
veterinarian and supervisor 
of the ASPCA’s Forensic Sci-
ences unit examined the cats 
and dogs and found many had 
severe dental diseases, ear in-
fections, ear mites, as well as 
pain, discomfort and a host of 
other ailments. All told, 12 of 
the animals had to be eutha-
nized, but more than 50 have 
since been adopted and placed 
in good homes, Brown said.

“Keeping numerous ani-
mals without the ability to pro-
vide basic care can result in 
animal suffering,” Stacy Wolf, 
ASPCA’s Anti-Cruelty Group 
vice president, said. “Fortu-
nately in this case, the ASP-
CA’s team was able to provide 
the medical and behavioral 
treatment necessary to nurse 
the majority of these animals 
back to health and find them 
loving, safe homes.”

Grant will be sentenced 
April 29.
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BY BILL PARRY

The city is moving forward 
with plans to acquire a one-acre 
parcel of land in Sunnyside 
Gardens that was abandoned 
in the mid-’80s and repurpose 
the private site as public park 
space, City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
announced Monday.

The lot at the corner of 39th 
Avenue and 50th Street was 
initially opened as a private 
playground for the children of 
tenants at the Phipps Gardens 
Apartments across the street, 
but Phipps closed the play-
ground in the late 1980s and it 
has been abandoned since.

The formal public review, 
known as the Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure, got un-
derway at Community Board 2 
Wednesday after the applica-
tion was certified by the City 
Planning Commission. Once 
the rezoning is complete, the 
site will be acquired by the 
city with the $3 million in City 
Council funds allocated by Van 
Bramer.

“This rezoning will be a 
great victory for Sunnyside 
and Woodside,” Van Bramer 
said. “Public space is a vital 
component of healthy, dynam-
ic communities and we have 
been fighting for years to ac-
quire this site. Ensuring that 
this private land is returned to 
public park space is really im-
portant to me and to the Sun-
nyside community.”

Developer DBH Associates 
purchased the lot in 2007 and, 
in 2013, proposed the Alumi-
naire House project, a contro-
versial plan to move an all-
aluminum, “architecturally 
significant” house built in the 
1930s to the lot as part of a com-
plex that would include a two-
story, eight-unit apartment 
building. The proposal met 
swift resistance from neigh-
borhood preservationists, resi-

dents and elected officials and 
was defeated.

“For years, I’ve worked with 
Councilman Van Bramer and 
community leaders to trans-
form what remains of Phipps 
Playground into a vibrant pub-
lic space for Sunnyside fami-
lies,” U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. “It 
would be tragic to lose this his-
toric site to private developers, 
and with each step we take to-
wards restoring Phipps, I’m re-
minded of the concerted com-
munity effort that has brought 
us this far. This renovation is 
decades in the making, and I’m 
thrilled to reach the last phase 
of the planning process so we 
can finally break ground on a 
brand new park right here in 
Sunnyside.”

Construction of Sunnyside 
Gardens, a 16-block area with 
more than 600 residential 
buildings began in 1924 to alle-
viate stifling overcrowding in 
the tenements of Lower Man-
hattan. The community, with 

its single-family houses facing 
a dozen common courtyards, 
was landmarked as a historic 
district in 2007.

Once the rezoning is com-
plete, the $3 million allocation 
will go to the purchase of the 
property and its renovation 
will be under the auspices of 
the city Parks Department.

“The Phipps property 
holds an important place in 
Sunnyside history, but for 
too long the space has been 
overlooked and inaccessible,” 
Queens Parks Commissioner 
Dorothy Lewandowski said. 
“Parks is thrilled to move 
forward on purchasing and 
restoring this parcel, and 
give it back to the community 
for their enjoyment. With the 
support from our dedicated 
elected officials, and a little 
extra TLC, we can create a 
viable public space.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) announces the city has begun the 
public review process to rezone an acre of abandoned land in Sunnyside 
Gardens and turn it into a public park. Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

New park in Sunnyside Jackson Heights woman 
guilty of cruelty to animals

A Jackson Heights woman fac-
es two years in jail after she was 
convicted of animal cruelty for 
failing to provide adequate care 
for 67 animals, like this one. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

City advances plan to keep Phipps lot from developers
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UniverSoul Circus celebrates 25 years of family fun

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
UniverSoul Circus is cel-

ebrating its 25th anniversary 
with another tour through 
the Tri-State area. 

UniverSoul, a black-owned 
circus, is set to return to Roy 
Wilkins Park, a park in south-
east Queens that has hosted it 
for years, to usher in its silver 
anniversary from March 22 
through April 8. 

“This has been an amazing 
journey and a fantastic ride,” 
said Cedric Walker, founder 
and CEO of UniverSoul Cir-
cus. “Generations have wit-
nessed our growth and have 
evolved with us.”

Leading the entertainment 
is Ringmaster Lucky and his 
sidekick, Zeke, who will be 
performing along with Carib-
bean Dancers, clowns, com-
edy dogs and motorcyclists.

There are exciting acts on 
teeterboards, trampolines, 
poles, horses and a Quick 
Change performance. 

The circus performers are 

from South Africa, Mongolia, 
Chile, Cuba, Russia Guinea, 
China, Trinidad and To-
bago and all over the United 
States. 

“Generations have wit-
nessed our growth and have 
evolved with us,” Walker 
said.

The show doesn’t only fea-

ture diverse performers, but 
also music spanning several 
genres, including Pop, Clas-
sic R&B, Latin, Hip Hop, Jazz 
and Gospel. 

UniverSoul Circus was 
considered the second high-
est rated circus in America, 
with Cirque du Soleil at  No. 
1, according to Ticketmaster, 

an entertainment distribu-
tion company,

According to Ticketmas-
ter, UniverSoul Circus is one 
of its top 10 most requested 
family events.

Walker first started the 
circus 25 years ago in Atlan-
ta. At the time, he was a con-
cert and theatre promoter.

This year, the Circus Ring 
of Fame Foundation Incor-
poration in Florida selected 
Walker for the 2018 enshrine-
ment to the prestigious Cir-
cus Ring of Fame, one of the 
highest honors reserved for 
circus arts and culture.

Roy Wilkins is located on 
Merrick Boulevard between 
115th Avenue and 116 Avenue 
and stretches out to Baisley 
Boulevard.

Tickets are available for 
purchase at  ticketmaster.com  
and people can call (800) 745-
3000 for more information. 

“We want our fans to 
know they will always be a 
part of the UniverSoul Cir-
cus family. Consider us a 
community-minded, family-
oriented, spiritually-uplift-
ing entertainment revival 
for families across America,” 
Walker said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

UniverSoul Circus is celebrating its 25th anniversary at Roy Wilkins Park.  UniverSoul Circus

Popular spectacle back at Roy Wilkins Park to kick off silver anniversary tour
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Second-graders from 

Queens helped name the new 
vessels in NYC Ferry’s fleet 
and, last week, Deputy Mayor 
Alicia Glen and City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) visited a class at 
PS 148 in East Elmhurst that 
submitted one of the 10 win-
ning names,   Spring Mallard. 

Three other schools in the 
borough had winners in this 
year’s competition: “Rainbow 
Cruise” was submitted by PS 
330 in Corona, PS 112 in Dutch 
Kills had “Starlight,” and 
PS 197, the Ocean School in 
Far Rockaway, entered “The 
Ocean Queen Rockstar.”

“The kids who came up 
with the name Ocean Queen 
Rockstar are why I love this 
town so much,” Glen said. 
“Every one of these NYC 
Ferry boat names have swag-

ger and panache — and these 
students and their schools 
should be incredibly proud.”

The competition aimed 
to engage some of the young-
est New Yorkers in the city’s 
newest mass transportation 
system.

“Kids say the coolest 
things, and for the second 
year in a row schoolchildren 
are not disappointing,” May-
or Bill de Blasio said. “These 
are inspired nautical names, 
ones our new boats will 
proudly carry.”

Schools Chancellor Car-
men Fariña was proud of the 
students for coming together 
and leveraging their ideas to 
create exciting and unique 
names.

“After today, these classes 
will have a lasting mark on 
our city’s waterways, and I’m 
looking forward to taking a 

E. Elmhurst 2nd graders
name NYC Ferry vessel

Comptroller’s report reveals 
LIRR delays worst in 18 years

BY MARK HALLUM

A recent report by state 
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli claims the Long 
Island Rail Road had the 
worst on-time performance 
in nearly two decades in 
2017.

With up to 9.2 million rid-
ers in total inconvenienced, 
the region sustained about 
a $75 million loss in produc-
tivity throughout the year, 
with an on-time perfor-
mance of 91.4 percent, which 
has not been seen since 1999, 
according to DiNapoli.

“As millions of commut-
ers can attest, the perfor-
mance of the Long Island 
Rail Road has become un-
acceptable,” said DiNapoli. 
“On-time performance has 
fallen to the lowest level in 
nearly two decades, hurt-

ing riders. While Amtrak 
was a big factor behind the 
deterioration in service last 
year, the LIRR was respon-
sible for more than twice as 
many delays. The MTA must 
ensure the LIRR has the re-
sources it needs to provide 

reliable service and is man-
aged effectively.”

The report found about 
21,400 trains were late, can-
celled or terminated, with 
much of the disruption be-
ing attributed to Amtrak 
rails, tunnels and other in-
frastructure in and around 
Penn Station in a crisis all 
its own.

Eight weeks of repairs to 
a backlog of infrastructure 
work in Penn Station and 
LIRR service reduction to 
the nation’s largest transit 
hub was termed the “Sum-
mer of Hell” by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo.

But according to LIRR 
board members at a Janu-
ary meeting, the transit 
agency, which operates 
under the purview of the 
Metropolitan Transporta-

BY BILL PARRY

In the aftermath of the 
Parkland, Fla., mass shoot-
ing, state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) says it time 
for action and is calling on 
Senate Republicans to sup-
port inclusion of his Effec-
tive Background Checks Act 
in the 2018-19 New York State 
Budget.

The proposal would extend 
the time for a background 
check to be completed from 
the current three days to 10 
before a firearm can be trans-
ferred.

“More responsible gun 
laws will make our commu-
nities safer, keep firearms 
away from dangerous people 
and ensure preventable trage-
dies do not happen,” Gianaris 
said. “My Effective Back-
ground Checks Act has now 
been endorsed by the Senate 
Democratic Conference, the 
Assembly majority, and the 
governor. It is time for Senate 
Republicans to get on board 
and include this common-
sense idea in the state bud-
get.”

Earlier this month, Senate 
Republicans blocked an effort 
by Gianaris and the Senate 
Democrats to pass several 
gun safety proposals, includ-
ing the Effective Background 

Checks Act. This legislation 
would close the “Charleston 
Loophole” in New York — 
where a prospective gun pur-
chaser can buy a firearm in 
three days, whether or not a 

background check has been 
completed. That provision 
was what allowed Dylann 
Roof, who killed nine people 
in the Emanuel AME Zion 
church in Charleston, S.C., in 

2015, to buy his firearm.
There is currently a three-

day waiting period for a back-
ground check to be completed 
before a seller can transfer 
a firearm to a purchaser. If 
the check is not completed in 
that time, the firearm may be 
sold without any background 
check. Over 300,000 back-
ground checks were not con-
cluded in the three-day period 
in 2016 alone, Gianaris said. 
His proposal would extend 
the waiting period to 10 days 
so that proper background 
checks would be completed in 
all cases.

Gianaris’ bill would also 
require firearms dealers to 
report to police any attempts 
to make illegal gun purchas-
es and would require employ-
ees of gun manufacturers and 
dealers to also undergo back-
ground checks. The state bud-
get deadline is April 1.

Meanwhile, state Assem-
blyman Brian Barnwell (D-
Maspeth) introduced legisla-
tion that would establish a 
commission to study how to 
make schools in New York less 

State Sen. Michael Gianaris rallies with schoolchildren in Albany where his Effective Background Checks Act 
was endorsed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo. Courtesy of Gianaris’ office

A recent report from the state 
Comptroller claims the Long Island 
Rail Road’s on-time performance is 
at its worst in decades. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Gianaris demands action on gun control
Astoria state Senator wants Republican support for Effective Background Checks Act

Continued on Page 62

Continued on Page 62Continued on Page 45



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 16–22, 2018 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Protect our taxi drivers
BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) went to Al-
bany last week to push for the 
passing of the Taxi Driver Pro-
tection Act.

Kim was joined March 13 by 
Assemblymen David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows), Clyde Vanel 
(D-Queens Village) and Brian 
Barnwell (D-Maspeth), as well 
as the Bangladeshi American 
Advocacy Group, the New York 
Taxi Workers Alliance and over 
100 community advocates and 
constituents at the state Capitol. 

Together, they spoke about 
the importance of passing the 
bill in order to better protect for-
hire drivers for this year’s ses-
sion, after it passed the Senate, 
but failed to make it through the 
Assembly in 2017.

Kim has advocated for the in-
troduction of an amendment to 
the Taxi Driver Protection Act 
that would stiffen punishments 
for anyone who attacks on-the-
job taxi drivers.

According to Kim, the in-
creasing number of attacks by 
passengers on taxi and for-hire 
drivers has brought greater at-
tention to the dangers of the 
job. By changing the Penal 
Law, Kim’s amended legisla-
tion would raise the penalty for 
assaulting a taxi driver from a 
misdemeanor to a felony. The 
legislation would also add for-
hire driving to a list of protected 
occupations, which currently 
includes public transportation 
workers.

A second provision of the bill 
would require adding signs in 
taxis and for-hire cars that in-
form passengers of the legal con-
sequences of assaulting drivers. 
While this law already exists in 
New York City, Kim’s amend-
ment would extend it to the rest 
of the state.

Just last week in Kim’s 
district an Uber driver was as-
saulted by three passengers. Ac-
cording to police, on March 9 at 
4 a.m. a 35-year-old Uber driver 
picked up three passengers at 

32-17 College Point Blvd. Police 
said the passengers began ar-
guing with the driver once he 
realized the three were not his 
arranged customers. According 
to police, the driver pulled over 
and got out of the car demand-
ing they get out, too, when he 
was almost punched in the face. 
Police said one of the passengers 
got into the driver’s seat and the 
three drove away in his car to 
an unknown location.

Last April, Kim held a press 
conference in Flushing with vic-
tims of assault who talked about 
their experiences. According to 
Kim, a large percentage of for-
hire drivers in New York are 
South Asian, and 55 percent of 
cab drivers in New York City 
are from Queens . The accounts 
of the victims’ ordeals suggested 
race or religion may have been 
a factor in the violence. Victims 
who spoke about their attacks 
said the common connection 
was that the passengers asked 
them where they were from be-Community advocates joined Assemblyman Ron Kim (c.) to push the 

passing of the Taxi Driver Protection Act.  Courtesy of Ron Kim

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Two Jamaica high school-

ers’ fitness app have won a 
congressional competition, 
which they will showcase in 
Washington next month. 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) announced last 
Friday that Thomas A. Edi-
son Career and Technical Ed-
ucation High School juniors 
Jashua Veerasammy and 
Arun Budhoo were selected 
as the winners of Meng’s 
app contest. The high school 

is known for its mechanical 
and electronic courses.

The “Congressional App 
Challenge” is a nationwide 
contest held by the House of 
Representatives in which stu-
dents create and submit apps 
for mobile phones, computers 
or tablet devices.

Jashua and Arun will go 
to Capitol Hill, along with 
winners in congressional 
districts throughout the 
United States, to showcase 
their apps to congressional 

HS students win app contest

Blissville residents blast plan 
for new homeless shelter
BY MARK HALLUM

 
The public took turns 

lashing out against a home-
less shelter slated for Bliss-
ville at a public hearing on 
week by the city Department 
of Homeless Services at St. 
Rafael’s church.

Residents argued there 
are not enough commercial 
services in the area to sup-
port the homeless popula-
tion while some claimed a 
shelter at the Fair Field Inn 
by Marriott will take the 
power from their hands to 
control the safety of their 
community.

“I don’t know how you ex-
pect them to receive services 
and to heal in a big building 
with an average [of 500 indi-
viduals],” Maria Davis, the 
mother of an autistic child, 
said. “The right of parents 
to know the barometer of 
the safety surrounding our 
children is paramount.  
Therefore, my question is... 

can you guarantee me that 
I can let my daughter travel 
independently to and from 
school?”

One DHS official said in-
dividuals coming through 
the door at facilities oper-
ated by the city agency are 
screened in order to assess 
their mental health and 
physical needs, which will 
be treated by the facility it-

self in most cases.
The city plans to buy out 

every room of the hotel — lo-
cated at 52-34 Van Dam St. 
— making it the third home-
less shelter in the area. It 
will house 154 adult families 
and join the City View Inn 
on Greenpoint Avenue and a 
Best Western on the Sunny-
side border.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
claimed his district already 
houses five times as many 
homeless people as it pro-
duces and that placing 500 
people in a neighborhood, 
just five city blocks from 
north to south, would equal 
the number of permanent 
residents in Blissville.

“I have, and the people of 
Blissville have compassion 
and empathy for those who 
are experiencing homeless-
ness but there is an undue 
burden being placed on this 
neighborhood,” Van Bramer 

Blissville residents voiced their 
opposition to a new homeless 
shelter at a city Dept. of Homeless 
Services public hearing. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Congresswoman Grace Meng poses with Thomas Edison High 
School juniors Arun Buhoo (l.) and Jashua Veerasammy. 

Photo Courtesy of Congresswoman Meng

Kim bill would toughen penalties for attacking cabbies

Continued on Page 62

Continued on Page 45 Continued on Page 62
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COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

WE'LL DO THE JOB RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. 
We work for you, not the insurance company. Have us negotiate your claim and we'll repair your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your 
Car Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company 

Cannot Direct You Otherwise

  You Are Not Required To Have Your 
Car Repaired In A Shop Recommended 
By The Insurance Company

  You Are Not Required To Take Your 
Car To An Insurance Company’s 
Drive-In Claim Service

  You Are Not Required To Get One 
Or More Estimates.

  No Insurance Company Shall Issue 
A Check Or Draft In Payment Of A 
Claim, Implying Acceptance Of Such 
As Final Or Binding

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

Springfi eld Gardens vet honored for service
BY NAEISHA ROSE

A Springfield Gardens man 
has been honored for his volun-
teer work with Project Warmth 
Night, a United Way project to 
provide heating funds to needy 
families during the cold win-
ter months. 

Juan Santiago was recog-
nized by United Way, because 
of 20 years of donations and vol-
unteer service.  The nonprofit 
cited his volunteer work with 
National Grid and his recent 
efforts to help restore power in 
Puerto Rico after a hurricane.

United Way of Long Island 
partnered with the Long Island 
Nets basketball team during a 
home game on Feb. 23 to host the 
Project Warmth Night program 
at Nassau Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum, where they honored 
Santiago as a Veteran of the 
Game and for his service in the 
Navy, as well as National Grid 
as a Community Champion for 
their support of the initiative.

“I felt that there are a lot of 
people who deserved [the title] 
more than me,” said Santiago 
“but I was definitely appre-
ciative, surprised and embar-

rassed.”
Santiago served during the 

Gulf War, was stationed in the 
Mediterranean and has earned 
a National Defense Service 
medal, a Navy unit commen-
dation, a NATO Medal, two 
Armed Forces Service medals, 
two Sea Service Deployment 
Ribbons and a Meritorious 
Union Commendation.

Santiago has worked for 
National Grid for 25 years and 
has collaborated with Project 
Warmth in Long Island for 
over one year. 

Project Warmth provides 
emergency heating funds dur-
ing the winter months to en-
ergy insecure individuals and 
families who are unable to pay 
their heating bill in Long Is-
land. They have serviced people 
in more than 1,600 homes with 
heating assistance. 

United Way is a nonprofit 
that helps to uplift communi-
ties in the United States and 
41 countries and territories 
across the world. 

“For many years, National 
Grid has been a proud sup-
porter of United Way’s Project 
Warmth,” said Bob DeMarinis, 

National Grid’s vice president 
of Gas Operations and Con-
struction. “It was a tremen-
dous honor to be part of this 
year’s Project Warmth Night, 
receiving the Community 
Champion Award and seeing 
our employee Juan Santiago 
featured as the Veteran of the 
Game was a true testament to 
the power of this program and 
the lives that it touches.”

Santiago is a manager of 
the Community and Customer 
Management Department at 

National Grid, and uses his 
skills there and as the son of 
Puerto Rican parents to act 
as a bilingual liaison in Free-
port, a predominantly Hispan-
ic area in Long Island. 

“It was a great feeling to be 
able to help,” he said. “Through 
the program we were able to 
provide heat and energy ser-
vices, help them pay their bills 
and support them during the 
cold frigid months.”

Not only has Santiago helped 
to keep people warm in Long Is-

land, but he has volunteered his 
services along with several oth-
er utility workers from Nation-
al Grid to provide electricity in 
Puerto Rico after the island was 
devastated by Hurricane Maria 
in 2017. The crews worked 16-
hour days seven days a week.

From Jan. 8 to Feb. 5 he act-
ed as a community liaison and 
translator in the towns of San 
Jose, Rio Piedras and Trujillo 
Alto and spoke with the towns-
people about their concerns 
and gave them timelines about 
the restoration process as his 
colleagues surveyed the down 
power lines and later rebuilt 
wires to provide electricity 
for over 4,000 residents on the 
island. 

“I gave them realistic time-
lines and I let them know that 
we weren’t leaving the area 
until everyone had power,” 
said Santiago. 

After they also finished 
working on a local church and 
the Escuela Del Pueblo Trabaja-
dor (Town Worker School), the 
townspeople cheered, danced 
and honked their horns in cel-
ebration of the restored electric-
ity, according to Santiago. 

Juan Santiago, a Springfield Gardens veteran who works for National 
Grid, was honored for community service at a Long Island Nets game. 

Photo courtesy of United Way of Long Island
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Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Bringing a new level of health care to 

Queens, the physicians of Mount Sinai 

Doctors Forest Hills are now offering 

personalized care in your neighborhood 

for you and your family, striving to develop 

ongoing relationships that last a lifetime.

Our brand new, 12,000 square-foot 

multispecialty practice combines a state-

of-the-art facility with the compassionate care 

of the Mount Sinai Health System and the 

world renowned expertise of our physicians. 

Patients receive primary and specialty care 

near home, and have access to the prominent 

experts, advanced treatments and latest 

protocols available at Mount Sinai’s seven 

hospitals and the Icahn School of Medicine 

at Mount Sinai.

Whether you or a loved one need treatment 

for a new condition, an ongoing concern, or 

need a second opinion, the physicians of 

Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills are here 

for you.  We invite you to stop by and visit.

Mount Sinai 
Doctors 
Forest Hills
99-01 Queens Blvd.
Rego Park, NY 11374

Call for an appointment: 
866-964-9206

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Kenneth Moore from Glendale was 
accused last week of taking a page from 
the film “Catch Me If You Can” by alleg-
edly pretending to be a wrongful convic-
tion lawyer for four years and maintain-
ing a Brooklyn office in Bushwick while 
getting paid between $5,000 to $15,000 
from 18 prison inmates and their fami-
lies across the country. 

Moore, 53, was charged in a 75-count 
indictment of grand larceny, scheme to 
defraud, unauthorized practice of a profes-
sion, criminal possession of a forged instru-
ment, forgery, false instrument filing and 
criminal mischief, according to Brooklyn 
District Attorney Eric Gonzalez. 

“This case is especially reprehensible 
to me because in Brooklyn we have a ro-
bust Conviction Review Unit that takes 
wrongful conviction claims seriously,” 
Gonzalez said. 

The Queens man allegedly started 
his office back in 2011 and created the 
website  www.waymorepostconviction.
com  as a way to target inmates, par-
ticularly those facing long sentences in 
return for his legal services, despite not 
having a license to practice law, the DA 
said. “This defendant allegedly took ad-
vantage of [the Conviction Review Unit’s] 
exemplary work by targeting vulnerable 
victims and exploiting the hope of in-
mates and their families that they might 
be released from custody,” he said. 

Gonzalez had his company, Waymore 
Post-Conviction, located at 10 Goodwin 
Place from 2011 to 2016 and claimed to 
be capable of filing court documents, re-
questing new trials, obtaining sentence 
reductions and offering legal services to 
incarcerated individuals, the DA said.

Moore represented 18 inmates who 
were either serving lengthy sentences 

or facing life in prison for murder, man-
slaughter and other serious crimes and 
sent them certified letters offering to file 
post-conviction motions on their behalf, 
Gonzalez said.

The inmates were from New York, 
North Carolina, Kansas, Virginia and 
other states, according to the indictment. 

One inmate even rejected an out-of-
state Innocence Project request for de-
fense services after Moore allegedly per-
suaded him and his family to obtain his 
legal services instead. 

Moore’s alleged victims were told to 
contact him and have their families set 
up a payment plan for contractual ser-
vices ranging from $5,000 to $15,000, but 
more often than not fell in the $10,000 
range. The families were required to pay 
80 percent of the contract upfront.

He allegedly filed two fraudulent 
briefs with the forged signature of an 
actual attorney and did no work for the 
remaining 16 inmates, according to the 
indictment. 

Moore was also accused of requiring 
fees for expert witnesses, but the money 
only went to his pocket, according to the 
DA. 

After Moore was paid for his legal 
services, he would stop updating the 
families and inmates about their cases 
and change his phone number, Gonzalez 
said. 

Moore faces up to seven years in pris-
on if found guilty and was held on bail 
of $300,000 bond or $150,000 cash and or-
dered to return to court on May 16.

Victims of Moore are being asked to 
contact the DA’s office at (718) 250-2600.

“He has now been exposed as an al-
leged con man and I urge anyone else 
who believes they have been victimized 
by him to contact my office,” said Gon-
zalez. 

Glendale man pretended
to be lawyer: Brooklyn DA

A Glendale man has been accused of posing as a lawyer in order to scam inmates and their 
families, according to the Brooklyn DA. A Facebook page for his legal service promises to 
reunite inmates with their families. 
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Mayor wants to pass
tougher driving laws 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio last 
week urged lawmakers in 
Albany to put aside politics 
and pass tougher state laws to 
keep dangerous drivers off the 
streets after two children were 
killed in a crash in Park Slope 
earlier this month. 

De Blasio used the success 
of his Vision Zero initiative 
on Queens Boulevard as an 
example. In the three years 
since the implementation of 
the initiative’s new street de-
sign, there have been no fatal-
ities along the thoroughfare 
once known as the Boulevard 
of Death. In 1997, its worst 
year, Queens Boulevard had 
18 fatalities.

“I want to say to everyone 
in Albany this cannot be about 
politics. Everyone at this point 
has to recognize it’s a matter of 
life and death,” de Blasio said. 
“And I’ll tell you one thing we 
learned from Vision Zero, a 
lot of people said in the begin-
ning that it you lower the speed 
limit, you’d get a lot of political 
opposition. If you redesign the 
streets, you’ll get a lot of politi-
cal opposition; if you put bike 
lanes on Queens Boulevard 
you’ll get a lot of political op-
position. We can listen to com-
munities, we can work with 
communities, but this is about 
saving lives.”

The city is seeking to ex-
tend and expand its speed en-
forcement camera program, 
escalate fines and suspend the 
vehicle registrations of repeat 
offenders, and require physi-
cians to notify the Department 
of Motor Vehicles following 
medical events that could 
cause a driver to lose control 
of a vehicle. To implement all 
three programs, state laws 
would need to be changed.

“In the wrong hands a car 
can be a deadly weapon,” de 
Blasio said. “We are fighting 
on every front to make our 
streets safer, but we need Al-
bany’s help to keep dangerous 
drivers off the road, before we 
lose another life.”

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton), 
the chairman of the Council’s 
Committee on Public Safety, 
said every lost life on the street 
is a tragedy  and “we must do 
everything in our power” to 
make sure dangerous drivers 
do not get behind the wheel.

“Having safe streets for our 
families is one of the most im-
portant elements of public safe-
ty, so we must take action now 
to protect New Yorkers and sup-
port law enforcement to ensure 
this never happens again.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) introduced 
legislation last year that would 
add 610 speed cameras in school 
zones, up from the current 140 
citywide. Speed cameras have 
been proven to reduce speed-
ing in school zones by 63 per-
cent, but Peralta’s bill stalled 
in the Senate during the last 
legislative session in Albany.

“Speeding and reckless 
drivers put New Yorkers’ 
lives in danger every day, and 
we must ensure we all work 
together to keep our streets 
safe,” Peralta said. “As part of 
my efforts to protect children, 
pedestrians and cyclists, I 
have worked tirelessly to pass 
my proposal to expand and 
extend the school zone speed 
camera program. With more 
than one million schoolchil-
dren traveling to and from 
school every day, we have the 
responsibility to protect them, 
Unquestionably, the safety of 
our children and all New York-
ers should come first. The time 
for excuses is over.”

BY MARK HALLUM

A symposium at LaGuardia 
Community College Monday 
discussed some of the biggest 
obstacles to small businesses 
in the city, including steep real 
estate prices. limited access to 
capital and a struggling res-
taurant community.

Gregg Bishop, commis-
sioner of the city Department 
of Small Business Services, 
was joined by various business 
leaders in Queens during the 
panel discussion and Council-
man Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) delivered opening 
remarks.

“There is nothing new 
Yorkers love more than the 
connection to small business-
es in their local neighborhood, 
whether you’re a local coffee 
shop, bodega, hardware store 
or - like in my part of town - a 
Caribbean restaurant,” Rich-
ards said. “Outside of Manhat-
tan, Queens has the second 
largest and most diverse econ-
omy, creating jobs for over half 
of all Queens residents,

 But he went on to say that 
“small businesses still seem to 
have their fair share of their 

struggles. When I talk to small 
businesses across the city, they 
continue to be concerned with 
new regulations coming down 
the pipeline, overzealous in-
spectors and major commercial 
chains boxing them out of the 
very neighborhoods they love 
and invested their lives in.”

Yanki Tshering, executive 
director of the Business Center 
for New Americans, explained 
how many of her clients require 
loans ranging from about $500 
to 20,000 and often need a help-
ing hand bringing their busi-
ness into the digital age.

“The most common chal-
lenge that they face is the high 
cost of real estate in New York 
City; the second challenge they 
face is access to capital,” Tsher-
ing said. “The other challenge 
is technology... many of our cli-
ents don’t have the capacity and 
means to hire someone who can 
coach them or train them to im-
prove their presence online.”

Gloria Abreu, founder of 
Family United Home Care, 
said finding and training an 
effective staff is a challenge for 
many small businesses which 
often have problems with time 
management through delegat-

ing tasks to the right people.
“I think the other thing is 

you should know your [finan-
cial] numbers. A lot of busi-
nesses don’t know their num-
bers, they don’t keep track of 
them and there’s a time man-
agement side of it,” said Sean 
Peckett, co-founder of Soccer 
Friends USA.  He explained 
how knowing these figures can 
tell managers when the right 
time to expand is and inform 
them of the risks involved in 
certain decisions.

Seth Bornstein, executive 
director of the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion, advised that learning 
how to manage partnerships 
and staff is the key to growth 
and that without utilizing the 
human resources available, 
small business owners will 
have a tough time succeeding.

Bishop said one barrier the 
city encounters when reaching 
out to immigrant small busi-
ness owners who are distrust-
ful of government agencies be-
cause of experiences they had 
in their home countries. Bish-
op said about 52 to 53 percent of 
entrepreneurs in the city are 
foreign born. 

Councilman Donovan Richards speaks at a panel discussion aimed at helping small businesses in Queens. 
Photo by Mark Hallum 

Mayor Bill de Blasio pushes for tougher state laws to keep dangerous 
drivers off the streets, and points to Queens Boulevard as an example 
of how his Vision Zero initiative is working. Courtesy of the Mayor’s office

Obstacles for commerce
Small business panel discusses adversity in Queens
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495 - ask for Dyhema

POLICE 

Blotter

BY BILL PARRY

An Auburndale man has been 
charged with grand larceny for al-
legedly stealing nearly a quarter of 
a million dollars in cash from ATMs 
in both Elmhurst and Kew Gardens 
in December 2017, according to 
Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

Eric Salazar Montano, 33, is ac-
cused of dressing as a technician 
and hacking the machines to dis-
pense cash as if the user had liter-
ally hit a slot machine jackpot.

“As alleged, this individual bra-
zenly posed as a technician in or-
der to manipulate automated teller 
machines and obtain more than 
$240,000 in cash,” Police Commis-
sioner James O’Neill said. “But 
following an NYPD investigation 
conducted by the Financial Crimes 
Task Force, this person was identi-
fied, arrested  and will be held re-
sponsible for his criminal actions.”

Salazar Montano was arraigned 
March 14 before Queens Criminal 
Court Judge Toko Serita on charges of 
grand larceny, computer tampering, 
criminal possession of a forged instru-
ment and computer trespassing.

Salazar Montano and an unknown 
accomplice were caught on surveil-
lance video Jan. 28 at a grocery store 
on Metropolitan Avenue in Kew Gar-
dens and after manipulating the ATM, 
they were able to remove $154,000 cash 
without using a bank card, according 

to the criminal complaint.
Two days later, the two were 

again caught on camera at an ATM 
kiosk inside the Queens Center mall 
in Elmhurst. Salazar Montano is 
accused of tinkering with the ATM 
and minutes later, collected more 
than $42,000 in cash.

“As society becomes more tech 
savvy, today’s criminals are keeping 
pace and finding new ways to enrich 
themselves illegally,” Brown said. 
“The defendant in this case is ac-
cused of using his computer skills to 
hack into ATM software and collect 
the cash that poured out of the ma-
nipulated machines. This new trend 
is called ‘jackpotting’ and we are set 
to deliver big losses for gamblers who 
want to ante up. My office will con-
tinue to work with our law enforce-
ment partners to stay ahead of the 
curve and prosecute those who find 
new ways to steal from others.”

Brown said law enforcement ex-
ecuted a court-authorized search 
warrant on Salazar Montano’s Hol-
lis Court home March 13 and alleg-
edly recovered a forged credit/debit 
card and more than $42,000 in cash. 
The judge set bail at $30,000 bond 
or $15,000 cash and ordered Salazar 
Montano to return to court March 
27. If convicted he faces up to 15 
years in prison.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

An Auburndale resident is charged with “jackpotting” ATMs at the Queens Center Mall in 
Elmhurst and a grocery store in Kew Gardens making off with nearly $250,000 in cash. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Auburndale man charged with ‘jackpotting’



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 23–29, 2018 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN • INSTALL • MAINTAIN

The spring will be here
before you know it! 

Contact us now for all of
your landscaping needs including

spring clean-up, lawn care programs,
seasonal color, and much more.

FREE SPRING CLEAN-UP
with a new 1 year maintenance agreement

JB Landscaping
New York State Certified Landscape Professional

Contact Us Today!
1.347.545.2667

Jlandscaping2000@aol.com
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Celebrate spring with healthier eating habits
With three crippling 

nor’easters battering the East 
Coast in quick succession, 
we’ve all been looking forward 
to March 20, first day of spring, 
balmy weather, and f lowers in 
bloom.

It’s also a superb occasion 
to replace animal foods on our 
menu with healthy, delicious, 
eco-friendly vegetables, le-
gumes, grains, and fruits.

The shift toward healthy 
eating is everywhere. Fast-food 
chains like Chipotle, Quiznos, 
Starbucks, Subway, Taco Bell, 

and Wendy’s all offer plant-
based options. Major publica-
tions and popular websites tout 
vegan recipes.

Google CEO Eric Schmidt 
views replacement of meat by 
plant protein as the world’s No. 
1 technical trend. The financial 
investment community is bet-
ting on innovative start-ups, 
like Beyond Meat or Impossible 
Foods. Even Tyson Foods’ new 
CEO sees plant protein as meat 
industry’s future.

Global Meat News reports 
that nearly half of consum-

ers are reducing meat intake. 
Indeed, per capita red meat 
consumption has dropped by a 
whopping 25 percent in the past 
40 years.

Every one of us can cel-
ebrate spring by checking out 
the rich collection of plant-
based dinners and desserts in 
our supermarket’s frozen food, 
dairy, and produce sections. An 
Internet search on vegan foods 
brings rich rewards.

Freddy Green
Flushing
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Kudos to the NYPD for reversing its decision on 
the posting of armed officers in three public high 
schools in Queens.

Earlier in March, the Police Department came 
to a decision to pull officers who had been sta-
tioned full-time at Francis Lewis, Benjamin Car-
dozo and Bayside high schools by April 1. This 
conclusion, which came nearly a month after 17 
people — 14 teenagers and three adults — were 
killed in a mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., was un-
derstandably met with outrage from parents and 
students, especially those connected to Francis 
Lewis High School.

This led to a petition to bring an armed officer 
back to the high school, which houses more than 
4,400 students.  It garnered over 1,000 signatures 

“The federal government and local communi-
ties are suggesting that schools arm their teachers 
and hire private armed security to keep us safe, 
yet [New York City] is actually taking the security 
away from their largest school — Does that make 
sense?” the petition asked.

That helped lead to the reversal of the NYPD’s 
decision and the reinstatement of armed officers 
at the three Queens schools.

But the fact that pulling armed officers was even 
remotely considered is concerning, especially after 
the tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Douglas. 

Perhaps the worst part of this controversy is 
that no one is taking responsibility for it. Police 
said it was a Department of Education decision 
and the DOE claims it was an NYPD ruling.

There needs to be a sense of unity between the 
two entities. With an issue as serious as our chil-
dren’s safety, there should only be one side and one 
answer: Do whatever it takes to keep our kids safe. 

New York City boasts the largest school district 
in the country, serving 1.1 million students in 
1,800 schools. Our city — not just Queens — should 
pride itself on making our schools as safe as pos-
sible. And that means posting an armed guard at 
as many schools as possible to help prevent a mass 
shooting and threats of any kind. 

This controversy shows that parents feel safer 
knowing that there is an armed officer at their 
child’s school. That should be all it takes to con-
vince the NYPD, the DOE, and anyone else that 
this should be mandatory throughout the city. 

Our children are our future, and we need to 
ensure that they’re around to guide our country 
into the next generation. That starts with keeping 
them safe in school.
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READERS WRITE

Better pay can help bring true police reform
 True police reform can-

not be done with policies 
alone; it takes great police 
officers, too.

In recent years, New 
York City has implemented a 
neighborhood policing strat-
egy that focuses on building 
trust and improving com-
munication between police 
and the communities they 
serve.

Officers are no longer 
simply responding to the 
calls they receive. They are 
proactively meeting with 
community members, learn-
ing about specific precincts 
and solving problems.

This significant shift in 
New York City policing re-
quired a shift in resources. 
The city needed to ensure 
that the police force had 
the right number of officers 
needed for community polic-

ing, and that those officers 
were properly trained. In 
2015, the mayor and the City 
Council agreed to provide 
funding needed to hire an 
additional 1,300 police offi-
cers.

The results to date have 
been extraordinary as crime 
in New York City in 2017 
dropped to the lowest level 
ever recorded. We are all 
grateful for that.

However, as the city looks 
to build on the success of 
neighborhood policing, and 
push forward with other po-
lice reforms, we need to do 
more to ensure our officers 
are compensated fairly and 
want to stay with the NYPD 
long-term.

Today, there is a signifi-
cant disparity in compensa-
tion between NYPD officers 
and officers working in oth-

er jurisdictions. The maxi-
mum salary today for an 
NYPD officer, not including 
overtime, is $85,292, while 
the maximum salary for an 
average non-NYC officer is 
$100,004. That is nearly a 
$15,000 gap in maximum an-
nual salary.

Worse yet, the pay dispar-
ity exists even among po-
lice departments operating 
within New York City. MTA 
officers can earn a maxi-
mum salary of $100,368; Port 
Authority officers can earn 
$100,359; and New York State 
troopers can earn $99,285. 
While officers may not join 
the force in the hopes of get-
ting rich, they deserve to be 
paid fairly for their service.

Given the salary dispar-
ity that currently exists, it is 
no surprise that the number 
of officers resigning before 

they can retire with full ben-
efits has increased by 225 
percent from 2009 to 2017. In 
fact, the number of resigna-
tions has risen in each year 
of the de Blasio administra-
tion and increased 100 per-
cent from the last year of the 
Bloomberg administration.

I expressed my concerns 
about the pay disparity and 
rising number of resigna-
tions directly to Police Com-
missioner James O’Neill at 
the Public Safety Commit-
tee’s preliminary budget 
hearing. It is obviously not 
in the NYPD’s best interest 
to lose officers with experi-
ence and training to other 
city agencies or nearby juris-
dictions like Nassau County. 
These are exactly the kinds 
of officers we want and need 
in the NYPD.

We do not know the full 

extent to which the salary 
disparity has led to these 
increased resignations, but 
we will soon find out. I have 
asked the Police Department 
to produce a summation of 
data from “Exit Forms,” 
which every departing offi-
cer is required to fill out, in 
order to see where officers 
are planning to work after 
leaving the Department.

If New York City wants 
to continue to have the best 
police force in the country, 
then we need to pay our of-
ficers in line with what 
officers working in other 
jurisdictions and city agen-
cies are making. The path 
toward continued police re-
form depends on it.

Councilman Rory I. 
Lancman
Hillcrest

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s 
name and phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters 
must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be 
republished in any format.

One way we can prevent school violence
The tragic school shoot-

ings and the growing num-
ber of mindless acts of may-
hem have stirred emotions 
and provoked debates about 
the root causes of these 
events. The most conten-
tious aspects of the debates 
are the accessibility and the 
kinds of weapons used.

What is never mentioned 
or discussed are the prin-
ciples and policies of the 
educational establishment 
that nurture an antipathy 
to making moral judgments 
and foster a mindset of in-
f lated opinions and moral 

relativism. Students are 
taught that all lifestyles are 
equal even if they disagree 
with them and they should 
not discriminate between 
them. In other words “Do 
your own thing” and “Don’t 
judge me”.

Incorporated into the 
school curriculum is the 
dogma that students should 
be constantly praised how 
good they are regardless of 
whether their ideas or ac-
tions are praiseworthy or 
not. Awards for Excellence 
in competitive activities 
have been replaced by Cer-

tificates of Participation. 
This overabundance of juve-
nile “self-love” implants in 
the students an unjustifiable 
high opinion of themselves. 
They tend to become aggres-
sive and even violent when 
confronted with criticism, 
disapproval or teasing.

There is a correlation of 
the escalation of school vio-
lence with the rise of “pro-
gressive” theories of educa-
tion. Progressive education 
de-emphasizes learning a 
body of pre-established facts 
and information and re-
places that with a child-cen-

tered approach that fosters 
a child’s self-expression and 
spontaneous impulses.

This theory holds that 
children do not learn by 
thinking but by feeling and 
doing. Teachers should not 
be authoritarian but facili-
tators and always praise 
students regardless whether 
they are right or wrong. As 
a result, students are dis-
suaded from making moral 
distinctions, fed a daily diet 
of an “I’m OK, you’re OK” 
philosophy, denied knowl-
edge, and left with noth-
ing but their “feelings” and 

“emotions.” Why are we sur-
prised when they respond 
with acts of violence when 
things don’t go their way?

Guns and ignorance are 
a lethal combination. If we 
want to stop school violence 
and turn our schools into se-
rious places of learning, we 
should restore a curriculum 
that emphasizes reason over 
emotions, knowledge over 
feelings, moral judgment over 
moral agnosticism and self-
control over self-expression.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing
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“I always thought if I lost 
a child, I wouldn’t be able to 
stop screaming,” Liz Alder-
man, a Westchester mom of 
three, told journalist Mark 
Miller. But then one of her 
children, Peter, 25, was killed 
in the  9/11 terror attacks — he 
was on the 106th floor of the 
North Tower — and she found 
out what really happens.

At least to her.
“The reality is you can’t 

keep screaming — your throat 
closes up; you give yourself a 
headache. You have two choic-
es — either you kill yourself 
literally or figuratively, by 
crawling into bed and never 
getting out or you put one foot 
in front of the other.”

Keep doing that and you 
can end up someplace com-
pletely new. And meaningful.

It is this surprising jour-

ney that Miller illuminates 
in his new book, “Jolt: Sto-
ries of Trauma and Transfor-
mation.” Time and again he 
finds people who suffered not 
Post Traumatic Stress Disor-
der but it’s sort of good-witch 
twin: Post Traumatic Growth, 
or “PTG.”

PTG is not a Pollyanna-
ish way of looking at misery. 
People who grow in new and 
important ways after trauma 
suffer, too. It’s not that the pain 
gets replaced by meaning. It’s 
that along with the pain there 
is meaning, often great mean-
ing, and some comfort in it.

For Alderman and her hus-
band, Steve, it was stumbling 
toward a way to make Peter’s 
life, and death, have a posi-
tive impact on the world, the 
way Peter had. Eventually the 
couple co-founded the Peter C. 
Alderman Foundation, which 
provides short-term therapy to 
others affected by trauma, even 
halfway around the world, in 
Africa, Cambodia, and Haiti. 
People who have lived through 
war, natural disasters, and 
sometimes the murder of their 
families in front of their eyes 
get the help they need to get 

back to functioning.
Returning to “normal life” 

after a trauma is what we deem 
resilience. But Miller’s book is 
about something else: coming 
back from trauma with such 
an expanded sense of empathy 
and purpose that simply going 
to back to everyday existence 
is not enough. 

What happens is this: “We 
walk around with a self-con-
structed sense of our world,” 
Miller writes. This includes 
who we are, what matters 
to us, and how we expect to 
spend our time. But when 
a trauma hits, it can “blow 
these self-constructed world 
views to pieces.” Priorities get 
questioned. For instance, one 
man Miller interviewed, New 
York Times writer Andrew 
Revkin, suffered a  stroke 
that temporarily paralyzed 
his right hand. When he got 
better, his old hobby — mak-
ing music — didn’t seem like 
it could wait anymore. After 
all, the ability to play guitar 
and mandolin had just almost 
been taken from him. So since 
his stroke, he has released 
an album and now plays gigs 
around the city.

The mother of a child mur-
dered by a serial killer found 
an even less predictable pur-
pose. A self-described “country 
bumpkin with a high-school 
education,” Marietta Jaeger 
has devoted much of her life 
since the crime to fighting for 
an end to the death penalty. 
This drive was born after she 
had a revelation of faith to for-
give the killer.

Clearly, no one can tell 
where trauma may lead. But 
the idea that it could lead some-
place good is not a new one. In 
religion, the path from pain to 
enlightenment is a common 
one.  In mythology, it is called 
“the hero’s journey in which 
heroes achieve great good as 
a result of great suffering,” 
Miller writes. You can see this 
journey again and again in 
the Bible, and on the screen. 
“These heroic struggles reso-
nate deeply in American cul-
ture,” writes Miller, “espe-
cially when there is a happy 
ending (think ‘Star Wars!’).”

So why do we associate post-
traumatic existence only with 
disorder and never-ending 
pain? My guess is it’s because 
as much as we love the hero’s 

journey, we have been taught 
a much grimmer narrative 
about real-life trauma: That 
no one ever recovers. Even to 
suggest that they might is con-
sidered insensitive.

That’s why Miller takes 
pains to explain that not every-
one “grows” or should be ex-
pected to. He is very sensitive 
to ongoing sorrow, and doesn’t 
want to exacerbate anyone’s 
misery by suggesting that the 
“best” trauma victims march 
forth with a huge and wonder-
ful new purpose. Not at all. No 
one says trauma victims must 
grow. And no one knows who 
will and who won’t.

All we know is that trauma 
is part of the human condition. 
No one gets through life with-
out something (or, sigh, many 
things) shaking them to the 
core and forcing a reckoning. 
The potential for growth has 
been “hiding in plain sight,” 
says Miller. 

It’s time for hope to come 
out of the shadows. 

Lenore Skenazy is president 
of Let Grow, founder of Free-
Range Kids and author of “Has 
the World Gone Skenazy?”

The fl ip side of post-traumatic stress disorder
COLUMNS

A controversial practice by 
Immigration Customs Enforce-
ment made national headlines 
as the American Civil Liber-
ties Union filed suit against the 
agency for separating mothers 
and children detained at the 
border in a policy the ACLU has 
panned as having “no legitimate 
purpose.”

The plaintiff in the case, a 
Congolese woman, was detained 
in San Diego, while her 7-year-
old child was sent 2,000 miles 
away to a detention center for un-
accompanied minors in Illinois.  
She had been seeking asylum, 
citing violence and potential 

danger to her life in the Congo, 
although the agency has not con-
firmed the detention was related 
to a policy change. The ACLU 
has also charged the Trump ad-
ministration with illegally im-
prisoning asylum seekers and 
failing to oversee ICE’s enforce-
ment actions. 

The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security denied the 
widespread use of this practice, 
but has indicated that it may 
separate children if it believes 
there are potential “smuggling 
and trafficking activities,” ac-
cording to a  Homeland official.  
The ACLU has disputed that the 
agency is using discretion and 
has insinuated that the move is 
punitive, intended to deter poten-
tial border crossings and asylum 
seekers.

Last year marked the low-
est level of apprehensions at the 
southern border in 17 years.  
Though trending downward, a 

slight uptick in apprehensions in 
November spurred the Trump 
administration to consider 
adopting this hard-line policy, 
first mentioned late last year.  
Previously, entire families were 
detained together, pending an 
enforcement action.  Under the 
new policy, the children would 
either be considered unaccom-
panied minors or placed with a 
“sponsor” – a relative that immi-
gration authorities would have 
to authorize to care for the child 
while the parents remain in de-
tention.

The immigration enforce-
ment mechanism in the United 
States has always been subject to 
poor oversight, largely operating 
in secrecy. 

According to the ACLU, 83 
percent of people deported in 
2013 were not granted a hearing 
before a judge.

In 2016, the agency’s budget 
swelled to $6.2 billion dollars, as 

the agency expanded facilities 
to accommodate more beds for 
detainees.

A wave of unaccompanied 
minors from Central America 
fleeing gang and drug-related 
violence caused a brief panic in 
2014, resulting in some cities, 
such as New York, developing 
resources to accommodate and 
resettle them.

Other localities faced protests 
from irate citizens who believed 
allowing the children to remain 
rewarded them and the par-
ents who had sent them on the 
dangerous journey.  In the past 
15 years, the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement has administered 
to the needs of 175,000 children, 
including resettlement for those 
who arrived without guardians.   

The federal government 
must immediately explain 
the scope and criteria used to 
separate children from “family 
units” that arrive at the border.  

Through there are valid human 
trafficking concerns, the onus 
is on the government to prove 
this rather than applying a cruel 
preventative measure. At face 
value, the policy appears to be a 
punitive measure to punish bor-
der crossers, consistent with the 
nationalist goals of the Trump 
administration and its outright 
hostility to immigration.

  It is a testament to the nor-
malization of anti-immigration 
rhetoric that a policy most 
Americans would once think 
unthinkable and unnecessarily 
cruel would come into practice.  
The United States already has 
an ugly history of separating 
Native American children from 
families – with disastrous re-
sults.  The modern parallels to 
this policy are apparent.

The mother in the ACLU law-
suit was later released, but there 
is no indication yet that her child 
has been released from custody. 

Policy of separating children spurs ACLU lawsuit

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

New Voices
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  10% OFF
  15% OFF
  20% OFF
                               NOW THROUGH 04/15/18
                          EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
   CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

W
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E
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L
E

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)

ALL
KOSHER WINES 10% OFF

WE MATCH

OR BEAT ANY

COMPETITORS

PRICING
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Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

No Coupon Needed

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18
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VEUVE CLIQUOT
Brut Champagne

KIM CRAWFORD
Sauvignon Blanc

BLACKSTONE
Merlot

$5.99
APOTHIC

Red • Dark • Crush • Rose

RUFFINO
Chianti Riserva Tan

MEZZACORONA
Pinot Grigio

LA MARCA
Prosecco

$11.99750 ml

RELAX
Riesling

OYSTER BAY
Sauvignon Blanc

MIONETTO
Prosecco

ELIJAH CRAIG
Bourbon (small batch)

COPPOLA
Diamond Claret

YAMAZAKI
12 yrs. old Whiskey 

FETZER
All Types

JOSH
All Types

$10.99750 ml

750 ml

750 ml $16.99

750 ml $10.99

$8.991.5 Liter

$7.99750 ml

$7.99750 ml

$11.99750 ml

$89.99750 ml

$12.99750 ml

$10.991.5 Liter

$39.99750 ml

$22.99750 ml

$8.99750 ml

GEORGI
Vodka

SVEDKA
Vodka

$7.991.5 Liter

GREY GOOSE Vodka
$32.99 1 Liter
$45.99 1.75 Liter

MOET
Brut Imperial

$7.991.5 Liter

Black

$6.991.5 Liter

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH 04/15/18

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
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70

MON - WED
8:30AM - 10PM

THURS - SAT
8:30AM - 11PM

OPEN SUNDAY
12 - 7PM

* SALE SUBJECT TO INVENTORY
* AUTHORIZED N.Y. STATE LOTTO AND LOTTERY AGENT

* CASH & CARRY (SALE ITEMS ONLY)
* NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

qnswine@gmail.com

#1 IN DISCOUNT SALES OUR 70TH ANNIVERSARY SALE
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CHINOOK Rye Whisky
Liter

2 for $14.99
Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

GEORGI VODKA
 or BARTON'S VODKA

1.75 Liter $11.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

SVEDKA Vodka
Imported From Sweden
1.75 Liter $17.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

BARTENURA
Moscato

750 ml $8.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

BOGLE

750 ml
except Phantom

All Types

$8.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

JAMESON
Irish Whiskey

1.75 Liter
Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

TITO'S
Handmade Vodka
1.75 Liter $29.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

Bag-In-Box 5 Liter
Chillable Red, Fruity Red Sangria, 
Refreshing White & Sunset Blush All Other Types

$16.99

$13.99
Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

FRANZIA 

$9.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

WOODBRIDGE
All Types

1.5 Liter

SMIRNOFF 
Vodka-80 Proof

1.75 Liter $18.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

MARTINI & ROSSI
Asti

750 ml $10.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

CHRISTIAN BROS
Brandy

1.75 Liter $20.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

CANADIAN CLUB
Whiskey

1.75 Liter $22.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

SKYY
Vodka

1.75 Liter $19.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

KENDALL JACKSON

750 ml
Chardonnay

$10.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

BOLLA WINES
All Types

1.5 Liter $10.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

JACK DANIELS
Tennessee Whiskey

1.75 Liter $44.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

PETER  VELLA
Bag-In-Box
All Types

5 Liter

Carlo Rossi
All Types

4 Liter

$15.99
Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

$45.99

MOET & CHANDON
Brut Imperial

750 ml $35.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

YELLOW TAIL
All Types

1.5 Liter $8.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

WYBOROWA
  Vodka

1.75 Liter $16.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

BACARDI 
Light or Dark Rum

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

DEWAR’S 
White Label Scotch

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

GREY GOOSE
Vodka

 $29.99 $45.99
Coupon Exp. 4-15-18
750 ML 1.75 Liter

Frontera All Types
Concha y Toro.

$4.39 $7.99
Coupon Exp. 4-15-18
750 ML 1.5 Liter

OPICI
Homemade Barberone Red

14% Alcohol

3 Liter $10.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

VOLI
Vodka

1 Liter $5.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

All Types

ALMADEN
Bag-In-Box
All Types 5 Liter

$16.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

KORBEL
Brut

750 ml $11.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

RIUNITE
All Types

1.5 Liter $7.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

SEAGRAM’S 7 CROWN
Blended Whiskey
1.75 Liter $21.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

JOHNNIE WALKER
Red Label

1.75 Liter $33.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

JOHNNIE WALKER 
Blue Scotch

750 ML $159.99No Coupon Needed

BERINGER 
White Zinfandel Or Pinot Grigio

$5.99 $7.99
Coupon Exp. 4-15-18
750 ML 1.5 Liter

JOHNNIE WALKER
Black Scotch

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

JIM BEAM

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

CAVIT
Merlot or Pinot Grigio
1.5 Liter $10.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

E & J V.S
Brandy

1.75 Liter $23.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

ABSOLUT Vodka
80 Proof 

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

SOBIESKI
Vodka

1.75 Liter $17.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

GATO NEGRO
All Types

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18
$3.99 $6.99750 ML 1.5 Liter

Barefoot

1.5 Liter $8.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

All Types

 
$3.99Coupon Exp. 4-15-18

750 ml

GAZELA
Vinho Verde

PATRON
Silver Tequila

Coupon Exp. 4-15-18
$42.99 $79.99750 ml 1.75 Liter

1.75 Liter $33.99

1.75 Liter $17.99 1.75 Liter $25.99

1.75 Liter $64.99

Bourbon
1.75 Liter $25.99
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10% OFF
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New York City has to o�er. 

THE ACCESSIBLE
DISPATCH PROGRAM

gives residents and visitors with
disabili�es GREATER ACCESS

to wheelchair accessible taxis.

With pick-up and drop-up available
in  ALL FIVE BOROUGHS,

 Accessible Dispatch allows individuals
 with disabili�es to EXPLORE everything

AACCECCEAAA SSSS
THE CI YTY
ACCESS 
THE CITY
LLIIKEKE NN REVERE
BBEEFFOO
LIKE NEVER
BEFORE!

DOWNLOAD
THE APP!

BOOK
ONLINE

646-599-9999
CALL

www. accessibledispatch.com 

ACCESSIBLE DISPATCH NYC

BY MARK HALLUM

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-Little 
Neck) rattled conservative cages at 
a recent town hall when he proposed 
the option of the public using the 
Second Amendment to oppose the 
Trump administration if the presi-
dent disregards the law.

What became the highlight of 
the March 12 town hall in Hunting-
ton was a contrast to Suozzi’s more 
commonly vocalized stance in favor 
of gun control. Two days later, he 
voiced ample support for the student 
walkout against gun violence.

Suozzi, whose district covers 
parts of northeast Queens, gathered 
some criticism after video footage 
showed him seemingly advocating 
in favor of armed rebellion against 
the White House administration.

“It’s really a matter of putting 
public pressure on the president and 
making it public, which is hard, to 
break through the news cycle of all 
the different things, and it’s proba-
bly about going to the courts as well. 
And then, you know, this is where 
the Second Amendment comes in 
quite frankly. Because what if the 
president was to ignore the courts, 
what would you do, what would we 
do?” Suozzi said.

An audience member asked 
what the Second Amendment is and 
Suozzi clarified by saying “the right 
to bear arms.” 

“This video is incredibly disturb-
ing. It’s surreal to watch a sitting 
member of Congress suggest that his 
constituents should take up arms 
against the president of the United 
States,” National Republican Cam-
paign Committee spokesman Chris 
Martin told the New York Post.

But Suozzi’s senior advisor, Kim 
Devlin, said the congressman was 
not encouraging violence but simply 
explaining the function of the Sec-
ond Amendment.

“Taking a page from such great 
Americans as Thomas Jefferson, 
James Madison and Alexander 
Hamilton, Congressman Suozzi ex-
plained why our founding fathers 
created the Second Amendment as a 
way for citizens to fight back against 
a tyrannical government that does 
not follow the rule of law,” Devlin 
said. “To suggest his comments 
meant anything else or that he was 
advocating for an armed insurrec-
tion against the existing president is 
both irresponsible and ridiculous.”

Suozzi called for better gun leg-
islation to prevent mass shootings 
from happening in light of the Feb. 
14 Parkland, Fla., massacre and 
backed students calling for political 
action.

“Today I joined members of Con-
gress and thousands of students for 
#NationalWalkoutDay outside the 
U.S. Capitol in an effort to pass com-
monsense legislation to reduce gun 
violence,” Suozzi said in a series 
of tweets March 14. “Look at all of 
those students! What an inspiring 
group. We need to listen to them and 
keep this ‘young people’s movement’ 
going so we can stop this senseless 
gun violence.”

Suozzi’s stance on gun control 
was clarified in a Feb. 22 op-ed in 
the New York Post in which he called 
for the passage of the Gun Violence 
Restraining Order Act, which would 
give relatives and law enforcement 
officers the ability to place a tempo-
rary hold on a person’s ability to ob-
tain firearms until a court hearing 
could be held assessing the threat 
posed by the individual in question 
while still protecting their constitu-
tional rights.

Suozzi, who was elected in 2016, 
serves a district that mostly covers 
Nassau County, but overlaps into 
the Queens neighborhoods of Doug-
laston, Little Neck, Bayside and 
Whitestone.

Suozzi: Second Amendment 
could be tool against Trump
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The board-certified phy-
sicians of Palmadessa and 
Brodsky Gastroenterology are 
committed to helping patients 
take charge of their GI health 
in a state-of-the-art facility in 
Queens. Offering complete en-
doscopy and colonoscopy ex-
aminations, they treat condi-
tions that can impact quality 
of life or endanger long-term 
health such as acid reflux, di-
verticulitis, and ulcerative 
colitis/Crohn’s disease. Resi-
dents of Bayside, Whitestone, 
Flushing and all surrounding 
neighborhoods don’t have to 
travel far to receive care from 
expert gastroenterologists.

For M. Truschinger of Bay-
side, exceptional treatment 
for Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
(IBS) began with a colonos-
copy. “I have been seeing Dr. 
Brodsky for the last year for 
my Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
and he has been extremely 
helpful.” The practice helped 

her to make important diet 
and lifestyle changes, supple-
mented with occasional medi-
cation. She says, “I am now 

100% better and able to per-
form better in my work as well 
as feel better in my leisure ac-
tivities. Dr. Brodsky is very 
knowledgeable and compas-
sionate.”

Karima Rasoully and oth-
ers appreciate the front desk 
staff who make them feel com-
fortable and help with hav-

ing medications authorized 
by insurance companies. “I 
am so glad I came to Dr. Pal-
madessa,” says Ms. Rasoully.  

“He was very thorough and 
compassionate. Prior to my 
procedure, the staff made me 
feel much more relaxed. I am 
completely satisfied with Dr. 
Palmadessa.” 

Whether patients require 
screening for colon cancer 
or treatment for Hepatitis C, 
these are available from car-

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Gastroenterologists Deliver Expert Care 
and Compassion in Queens

ing physicians who also are 
on staff at North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital in Manhasset 
and New York Presbyterian 
Hospital in Queens.  

After living with Hepatitis 
C for 10 years, Michael Kolim-
sky of Maspeth finally wanted 
to receive treatment.  “After 
he took a thorough history 
and performed a comprehen-
sive physical examination, he 
ordered specific laboratory 
tests and a sonogram of my 
liver.  He prescribed a single 
pill for 12 weeks, which cured 
my hepatitis c completely!  He 
is truly an expert in liver dis-
eases,” he says. 

Receiving a diagnosis can 
be overwhelming, but it can 
be a relief for a patient to fi-

nally understand the cause of 
their symptoms.  The time im-
mediately following a diagno-
sis is particularly important. 
“Dr Palmadessa spent a lot of 
time explaining everything in 
great detail. He made me feel 
very comfortable,” says Zita 
Heja.

Affiliated with Queens En-
doscopy ASC, a state-of-the-art 
endoscopy center, Palmadessa 
and Brodsky Gastroenterol-
ogy is known for expert medi-
cal care that is delivered with 
compassion. With access to the 
most advanced treatments and 
screenings, patients in Queens 
and the surrounding area don’t 
have to avoid getting help for 
their GI problems any longer.

Colonoscopy Screening: 
No Butts about it

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. Join the 
movement to save lives through colorectal cancer screen-
ing. Prevention and early detection are key to reducing the 
number of lives claimed each year by this highly prevent-
able disease. During a colonoscopy, the gastroenterologists 
at Palmadessa & Brodsky can find and remove precancerous 
growths known as polyps. 

Everyone should be screened beginning at age 50, or 40 if 
they are at risk or have a family history of colorectal cancer. 
Call us at (718) 461-0163 to schedule a screening.

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd., #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefi t 

you.THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

FREE
With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.

www.northshorerehabassociates.com

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates

516-466-9300

We Now 
Have 

Cold LASER

MOST 
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Your Legs Deserve 
Our Attention

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

Take the first step toward healthier, more comfortable 
legs. Learn why your legs are having issues and what 
treatment options make sense. 

As common as they are, varicose veins should not be 
ignored. They are the symptom of a vascular disease that
may get worse if left untreated. Fortunately, our board-
certified physicians are prepared to help with the latest
technology.  Today’s treatments are minimally invasive, 
safe and highly effective.ffff

Call 1-855-434-4719
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare

 

LOCATIONS: 

Recognized by American Medical Association   |   Members of the American College of Phlebology

NEW

NEW

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

Take the first step toward healthier, more comfortable 
legs. Learn why your legs are having issues and what 
treatment options make sense. 

Call 1-855-434-4719
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare

BY MARK HALLUM

Winners were announced for the 
MTA’s Genius Challenge to award com-
panies and individuals with $1 million 
for proposals to modernize the city’s ail-
ing subway system earlier this month.

Among the winners are international 
transportation companies and individu-
als who offered fresh ideas to bring the 
failure-prone signal systems and cars 
into the digital age.

“A modern signal system is the key 
to running more trains, to driving up 
reliability and to increasing network 
capacity,” said Andy Byford, New York 
City Transit president. “I have directed 
my staff to research and engage in all of 
these ideas, whether it is ultra-wideband 
technology or new installation tech-
niques. But we cannot rest on the laurels 
of these winners, which is why the MTA 
and the Partnership for New York City 
are launching the Transit Innovation 
Partnership, a public-private collabora-
tion dedicated to bringing new ideas, 
resources, and expertise to support the 
MTA’s mission.”

Metrom Rail and engineer Robert 
James both won the award to improve 
signals by proposing ultra-wideband 
wireless technology to replace the cur-
rent signal system developed around the 
turn of the century. The UWB technolo-
gy can locate trains down to the centime-
ter and would replace the cumbersome 
equipment currently in use.

Ansaldo STS and Thales Group also 
won the signals category by proposing 
the use of onboard sensors and cameras 
for train positioning.

“People from around the world deliv-
ered groundbreaking solutions that tru-
ly represent a new wave of innovation for 
the MTA, and we are more excited than 
ever about the future of New York Sub-

ways,” MTA Chairman Joe Lhota said.
CRRC, a Chinese company, offered 

to develop train cars made with lighter 
material in a modular design by invest-
ing $50 million of its own money in the 
project.

Craig Avedisian is a lawyer who 
moonlights as a transit enthusiast and 
proposed using longer trains and new 
unloading procedures to speed up the 
process of commuting.

CSinTrans proposed using software 
to detect possible issues with equipment 
by constantly running diagnostic checks 
and alerting work crews before failures 
occur.

Bechtel Innovation proposed using 
robotic technology to upgrade commu-
nications and control infrastructure and 
will use $500,000 of its award to invest in 
launching the idea.

“New York is committed to growing 
a robust economy supported by diverse, 
livable communities. Our ability to get 
people where they need to go quickly, 
safely, and efficiently is vital to that mis-
sion.  The subway system is the economic 
engine of New York City and the metro-
politan region, and today’s winning sub-
missions to the Genius Challenge will 
help modernize our aging infrastruc-
ture and support a 21st century subway 
system for a 21st century economy,” said 
Empire State Development Corporation 
President Howard Zemsky.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo launched the 
Genius Challenge in June 2017 as a 
series of a catastrophic failure in the 
system as well as a train derailment in 
Harlem brought the city transit situa-
tion to the point where urgent action 
was required.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail 
at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

MTA announces winners 
of “Genius Challenge”

Winners of the Genius Challenge were announced, with $1 million rewards for proposals to 
modernize the subways. Photo by Michael Shain
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City Council to probe Kushner Companies
BY BILL PARRY

The City Council plans to 
launch a probe into the real 
estate venture formerly run 
by White House adviser Jared 
Kushner that allegedly falsi-
fied documents on rent stabi-
lized tenants in three Astoria 
buildings as well as numerous 
other locations around the 
city. 

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
will pay close attention to the 
findings of the Oversight & In-
vestigations Committee, which 
will investigate the Kushner 
Companies’ purchase of the 
buildings at 21-80 38th St., 23-
05 30th Ave. and 23-15 30th 
Ave. in 2015 and filing of city 
documents claiming they had 
no rent-regulated tenants even 
though there were hundreds. 

Current and former tenants 
in the three buildings told the 
Associated Press, which broke 
the story over the weekend, 
that they saw rents double and 
they were “subjected to exten-
sive construction, with bang-
ing, drilling, dust and leaking 
water they believe were part 

of targeted harassment to get 
them to leave and clear the way 
for higher-paying renters.”

Kushner Companies claims 
all its government filings are 
handled by a third party sub-
ject to independent review.

Jared Kushner is married 
to President Trump’s daughter 
Ivanka and is a senior adviser 
to the president.

“Falsifying records in or-
der to increase profits while 
taking advantage of hardwork-
ing Astorians is despicable,” 
Constantinides said. “Our rent 
regulation laws protect New 
Yorkers from tenant harass-
ment and intimidation, includ-
ing exorbitant rent increases. 
Kushner Companies’ blatant 
disregard for our regulations 
simply to make a profit demon-
strates disrespect for our com-
munity and our residents who 
have called this neighborhood 
home for years.”

A review by the Housing 
Rights Initiative discovered 
Kushner Companies filed false 
applications for building per-
mits indicating there were no 
rent-regulated tenants in their 
34 buildings in New York City 

from 2013 to 2016 while tax 
documents showed there were 
more than 300. Kushner did 
not sign any of the documents, 
according to Aaron Carr, 
founder of the Housing Rights 
Initiative, but he was CEO of 
the family company during 
that time. 

The report shows Kushner 
Companies eventually sold the 
three Astoria building for $60 
million, more than 50 percent 
more than what the company 

paid for the three properties.
“Our office will research 

the possibility of strengthen-
ing these regulations by in-
creasing penalties and open-
ing up possible additional 
legal remedies for tenants,” 
Constantinides said. “I will 
work with Council Oversight 
& Investigations Committee 
Chair Ritchie Torres as he ex-
amines this flagrant violation 
of the law.”

Torres said the city’s Build-

ings Department should have 
spotted the false filings be-
cause they were contradicted 
by tax document filed with a 
different city agency.

“The scandal is not only 
the deception of Kushner Com-
panies, the scandal is the dys-
function of the city bureaucra-
cy,” he said. “The right hand of 
city government didn’t know 
what the left hand was doing.”

State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman’s office said it 
was looking into the allega-
tions and planned a meeting 
with tenant representatives.

“It is imperative that this is 
investigated to get to the bottom 
of what happened  and it’s also 
imperative city agencies share 
information with each other 
and with the public,” state As-
semblywoman Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria) said. “Rent con-
trol is an important safety net 
for many tenants and the fact 
that it can be abused, simply 
because agencies are working 
in silos, is inexcusable.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Jared Kushner finds himself under fire for running a company that pur-
chased three apartment buildings in Astoria and filed false documents 
on rent-stabilized tenants. Courtesy Google Earth
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Two buildings in Far Rockaway 
were up for consideration as pre-
served landmarks last week in Man-
hattan. 

The first was Firehouse and En-
gine Companies 264 and 328/Hook 
and Ladder 134, located at 16-15 Cen-
tral Ave., according to the city’s Land-
marks Preservation Commission. 

The second facility up for desig-
nation was the 101st Precinct Police 
Station — formerly the 53rd Precinct 
— located at 16-12 Mott Ave., which is 
five minutes away from the firehouse, 
according to LPC. 

The Renaissance Revival-styled 
firehouse, affectionately called “The 
Big House” by locals, was built from 
1911 to 1913 by architectural firm 
Hoppin & Koen.

Prominent architects Frances 
Hoppin and Terrence Koen designed 
the three-structure firehouse with 
limestone at the ground floor, three 
segmental-arched vehicle bays, red 
brick cladding on the upper stories, 
a cast stone entablature and a brick 
parapet, according to LPC.

The precinct is a combination of 
the Renaissance and Colonial Revival 
styles and was designed by the Po-
lice Department’s Superintendent of 
Buildings Thomas O’Brien, said LPC. 
It was built from 1927 to 1928.

O’Brien started his career as a 
carpenter and later joined the police 
force in 1898 as a patrolman, and was 
eventually promoted to sergeant and 
lieutenant, but spent his spared time 
taking night classes in architecture 
at Cooper Union in the East Village. 

Former U.S. president and then 

Police Superintendent Theodore 
Roosevelt personally appointed 
O’Brien as the department’s archi-
tect.

The police station features a Re-
naissance palazzo with a granite 
base, the ground story has arch open-
ings and a terra-cotta cornice. The 
main entrance has original bronze 
lamps below a carved tablet contain-
ing the city’s seal. The second floor 
of the precinct has a Dutch/English 
cross bond from the Colonial Revival 
style. A one-story garage was made in 
granite and terra cotta and faces Mott 
Avenue. 

Both structures were built after 
Far Rockaway was absorbed into 
Greater New York City in 1898, re-
sulting in the Rockaway Peninsula 
becoming a commercial center and 
experiencing a surge in population 
growth.

The growing construction boom of 
municipal buildings throughout Far 
Rockaway and greater access from 
transportation to get individuals to 
mainland New York created a need 
for the firehouse. 

With the commercial center in Far 
Rockaway expanding, the peninsula 
transitioned away from being a year-
round resort community, resulting 
in the 53rd Precinct growing out of a 
wood-framed dwelling into the brick 
structure it now resides to accommo-
date its ever growing police force. 

Both structures continue to be 
prominent fixtures in the Far Rock-
away community. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Far Rockaway buildings
get landmark consideration

This firehouse, located on Central Avenue in Far Rockaway, was built in the early 1900s and 
remains a prominent fixture of the community. Landmarks Preservation Commission



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 16–22, 2018 23  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BRING
HOME
THOSE 
TAX  
PREP
SAVINGS!

Trusted, professional filing
You can do a lot with the money you save on tax prep. 
If you earn $66,000 or less, you may qualify for free online 
filing or in-person filing with an IRS certified VITA/TCE 
volunteer preparer.

nyc.gov/taxprep | 311 | #FreeTaxPrep

Text “Taxes” to 42033 to get updates.*
*Message and data rates may apply. Check with your service provider.
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Schumer gets $730M for Rockaway coastline
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
The U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers has agreed to expedite 
coastal resilience projects in 
the Rockaways a year earlier 
than the initial 2020 timeline 
after U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-NY) secured $730 million in 
federal funds with the help of 
Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

The funds for the Sandy Sup-
plemental Appropriation of 2013 
will help to finish the long-de-
layed Rockaway Reformulation 
Study that dates back to 2003, 
which was research meant to 
come up with long-term erosion 
control ideas for the coastal pro-
tection projects along the Atlan-
tic Shorefront consisting of the 
East Rockaway Inlet , the Rock-
away Inlet and Jamaica Bay, ac-
cording to Schumer’s office. 

The funds will also be put 
towards securing the shorelines 
of Staten Island, Long Island 
and Southern Brooklyn.

“The residents of the Rock-
aways and Southern Brooklyn 
need better protections ASAP, 
and they are justifiably scared 
and tired of waiting,” said 
Schumer. “In addition to the 

hundreds of millions we se-
cured by reprogramming hun-
dreds of millions in vital con-
struction funds for this project, 
this agreement will mean that 
we can greatly accelerate the 
actual building of vital protec-
tions like a sea wall on the bay 
side, jetties and groins and more 

to protect every resident of the 
Rockaways from future storms 
and flooding.”

Initially after the Sandy re-
lief bill was signed only 65 per-
cent of the project was meant 
to be covered by the federal 
government, but after Schumer 
worked with the Army Corps 

and the Office of Management 
and Budget to re-categorize the 
initiative  as an“ongoing con-
struction” making it eligible for 
full federal funding.

To expedite the research 
and construction of the project 
Schumer and de Blasio met ear-
lier this month and in January 

with Colonel Thomas Asbery, 
the head of the New York U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neer’s commanding general, 
Todd Semonite. 

After these personal meet-
ings the Army Corps of Engi-
neers agreed to the construc-
tion projects for the Atlantic 
Shorefront and Jamaica Bay 
for 2019, and they will be releas-
ing a draft report in August for 
residents and business owners 
to review and provide public 
comment. 

“New York City’s shore-
line is our first line of defense 
against climate change,” said 
de Blasio. “By working with 
communities and local leaders, 
we are continuing to deliver on 
our commitment to build a more 
sustainable, more resilient, and 
more equitable city.” 

After the Army Corps re-
ceives feedback from the af-
fected communities, a final 
report should be released in 
November. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer secured $730 million in federal funds for construction of the Rockaways coastline. 
Photo by Michael Shain 
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10 Days left to Apply! middlevillageprep.org

10 Days left to Apply!

Fire breaks out at Jamaica waste facility
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
A five-alarm fire at 

the Royal Waste Services 
waste management facil-
ity in Jamaica required ap-
proximately 20 hours and 
200 firefighters to put out 
last week, according to the 
FDNY.

The FDNY tweeted that 
one firefighter suffered a 
non-life-threatening injury 
while trying to put out the 
fire last Friday at the facili-
ty located at 187-40 Jamaica 
Ave., a waste management 
site where a wall collapsed 
on two men in November. 

“It was a very stubborn 
fire to put out,” said Queens 
Borough Commander Ed-
ward Baggott at a news 
conference. “We had a wind 
condition here, which exac-
erbated the condition.” 

The waste facility is 0.2 
miles away from the Hollis 
stop for the Long Island Rail 
Road and the fire resulted 
in suspension of service 
during rush hour to four of 
the rail lines: Hempstead, 
Oyster Bay, Port Jefferson 

and Ronkonkoma, accord-
ing to the LIRR.

Service later resumed 
shortly before 5 p.m. 

The fire raged on March 

16 from 1:10 p.m. to 8:54 a.m. 
the following day, accord-
ing to the FDNY. 

After 44 fire units put 
out the blaze, an FDNY 

spokesman tweeted the fire 
was accidental and caused 
by “improper disposal of [a] 
lithium battery.” 

Firefighters remained 

on the scene despite the cold 
and used heavy machinery 
to remove the “accumulated 
burning rubbish and cart it 
out in heavy dumpsters,” 
according to Baggott. 

The newspapers and 
cardboards piled as high as 
15 feet at the plant WERE 
what made it difficult for 
the firefighters to stop the 
fire, according to Baggott.

Last year two men, ages 
34 and 49 were taken to Ja-
maica Hospital after a wall 
from the facility collapsed 
on them, and one of the in-
dividuals was left in criti-
cal condition, according to 
the FDNY.

The Fire Department 
later requested a structur-
al stability inspection from 
the Department of Build-
ings to address the issue at 
Royal Waste, and the DOB 
put a partial vacate order 
on the facility, according to 
nyc.gov. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

A lithium battery was the cause of a five-alarm fire in Jamaica.  Photo by Nicholas Biondo
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LATE

would like to congratulate

The 94th Precinct
GREENPOINT KNIGHTS

on being named the
GRAND MARSHALL OF THE 2018
Bayside St. Patrick’s Day Parade

PATRICK LYNCH
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

TRUMP’S ELECTION GURU IN QUEENS  Photos by Michael Shain

Roger Stone looks amused at the Queens Village Republican Club’s annual Lincoln 
Dinner at Antun’s. He brought along Kristen Davis (l), the so-called “Manhattan 
Madam,” who played a big role in the sex scandal that brought down former Gov. Eliot 
Spitzer in 2008.

DOMINICAN DANCE OFF  Photos by Michael Shain

HAIRCUT FOR A CAUSE  Photos by Bruce Adler

After the show, Soriano — who is known as the Prince of Bachata — came out of his 
dressing room and spent nearly an hour posing for pictures and signing autographs 
for fans. 

At Flushing Town Hall, seats in front of the stage were removed so fans could dance to the 
music of Joan Soriano, the popular Dominican singer who brought the traditional music of 
the island republic to Queens. 

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi, whose Long Island district includes a substantial section of Northeast Queens, agrees to get his head shaved to help raise money for childhood cancer research. In 
the first photo, he poses with Josephine Pedone, whose young son, Nicholas, died of the cancer in 2013.  

The image of a serious President Trump, set up next to the head table, dominated 
the banquet room. In their speeches, the local Republicans heaped praise on the 
Queens-born commander-in-chief for his tax cuts, though little was said about his 
stance on immigration.
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Several alleged members of the 

Wildmeda Crips Gang of Far Rock-
away were arraigned last week on 
52 counts of attempted murder, con-
spiracy, assault, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, reckless endanger-
ment and criminal use of a weapon, 
Queens DA Richard Brown said.

The nine suspected gang mem-
bers were accused of trying to shoot, 
intimidate or injure rivals from the 
70Gs, SOS Bloods, Edgemere Bloods, 
Flammers and other gangs, accord-
ing to the district attorney.

Police within the Violence Reduc-
tion Task Force of the Gun Violence 
Suppression Division were able to 
gather evidence against the crew by 
tracking phone conversations of in-
carcerated gang members and posts 
made on social media. 

According to Brown, there were 
four separate instances when the 
Wildmeda Crips allegedly tried to 
murder rivals: June 2015, July 2015, 
December 2015 and July 2016. 

The defendants were also accused 
of using code words on social media 
to coordinate hits on rivals, accord-
ing to the DA.

The crew allegedly used code 
words like “spanked,” “popped his 
cherry,” “lit,” and “got busy,” as a 
referencing for shooting someone, 
the DA’s office said.

“Situation,” “jawn,” “thoty,” 
“whoopty” and the B-word were al-
legedly used as references for pur-
chasing and using guns to off ri-
vals.  

“The defendants are accused of 

turning neighborhood streets into 
war zones by acting in concert with 
one another to carry out targeted 
hits on their enemies,” said Brown. 
“A long-term investigation, which 
included deciphering social media 
postings, allegedly uncovered four 
separate plots by members of the 
Wildmeda Crips to kill rival gang 
members.”

According to the DA’s office, the 
accused range in age from 20 to 29. 

Tyrell Durham, Remon Newsom, 
Kamel Caldwell, Freddie Lawson, 
Dashawn Young, Kavaun Harper, 
Michael Brown, Matthew Llorente 
and a ninth unnamed person who 
is being sought could face 15 to 25 
years in prison if convicted on the 
attempted murder, weapons and 
conspiracy charges. 

Caldwell, 29, was accused of 
shooting a 70Gs gang member on 
June 1, 2015 and surveillance al-
legedly depicts him, Durham and a 
third co-conspirator firing guns at 
a SOS Bloods member on Dec. 16, 
2015, the DA said.  Brown allegedly 
shot and injured a Flammers gang 
member on July 11, 2015,  prosecu-
tors said.

Young and Lawson allegedly 
acted together on July 3, 2016 and 
shot a rival who later sustained life-
threatening injuries and was in the 
hospital for critical condition. 

The yearlong investigation of 
the Wildmeda crew started on July 
2016.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Alleged Crips members 
face multiple charges: DA

Suspected gang members in Far Rockaway was accused of the attempted murder of several 
rival gang members, according to District Attorney Richard Brown.  Google Earth

 

Suggested contribution for meals. Breakfast $1.00 Lunch $1.50. Transportation Fee $2.00  
JSPOA CARES is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health

Jamaica Service Program 
for Older Adults, Inc.
92-47 165th Street, Jamaica, NY 11433
Tel. (718) 657-6500  Fax. (718) 657-6756

Are you taking care of someone with 
Alzheimer’s  or dementia such as family 

member, spouse, or friend?  

Do you find yourself helping with daily tasks 
and concerned for their care? 

If you answered YES, it means you are a 
CAREGIVER!   

We offer the support and resources to alleviate the responsibility of caring 
with the demands of work and other family obligations. 

Free Services

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be 
subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual 
percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances 
between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. 
Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 3 New money required 
for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY1

$5,000 minimum deposit

13-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.70%
Maximum 
Money Market

AAAAAPY1

$$5,000 minimum deposit

p

2.00%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY2
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Who says cycling is a low-impact sport? 
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

3/23/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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$7,995$7,995$7,900$6,995$6,995$4,995

$11,975$11,888$11,588$10,995$10,995$10,888

$14,995$14,995$14,888$14,888$14,888$14,588 BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘16 DODGE CHARGER  ‘17 HONDA ACCORD  

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER'16 HONDA CIVIC EX

29k miles, Stk#2920829k miles, Stk#29208

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA  ILX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA'15 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

39,600 miles, Stk 35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY MALIBU

36k miles, Stk#8357

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

39k miles, Stk#31564108k miles, Stk#31719

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
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 NYC ELDER CARE
 Senior Health & 

Planning 2018
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Get the care you need, 
in the home you love. 

Contact us to learn how you, or a loved one, can qualify 
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  NYC ELDER CARE

BY MARK HALLUM

Brooklyn-based Kors-
insky and Klein had a 
team of elder law ex-
perts speak with seniors 
about options for disabil-
ity planning and keeping 
their estate in order in 
the event of their pass-
ing.

Joseph Klein reas-
sured attendees that 
there are options for 
planning how they will 
be cared for and protect-
ing their rights in terms 
of establishing guardian-
ship as well as financing 

whatever services they 
may require as they age.

“We are conveying 
to the public what we do 
and presenting options 
that are available to them 
with regard to long-term 
care planning and estate 
planning,” Klein said. 
“People worry. What 
if they need a nursing 
home, what if they need 
home care? They don’t 
want to spend all their 
money, end up with noth-
ing and then apply for 
Medicaid. They would 
rather protect their as-
sets now.”

Korsinsky and Klein 
also helps their clients 
apply for Medicaid and 
can argue their case in 
hearings if their appli-
cation is denied. Estate 
planning with the firm 
helps people protect their 
assets and the rights of 
loved ones inheriting 
those assets when they 
die or become incapaci-
tated.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Protecting the future
Seminar focus: How to keep your estate in order

Joseph Klein of Korsinsky and Klein talked elder law strategies with attendees at the 
Queens College event. Photo by Mark Hallum

Lawyers from a Williamsburg-based firm advise people on financing healthcare and when 
to apply for medicaid. Photo by Mark Hallum
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  NYC ELDER CARE

BY MARK HALLUM

Dime Community Bank’s seminar focused on ed-
ucating seniors and their families on scams making 
the rounds that specifically target elderly people.

Some of these cons include calls claiming to 
be from the IRS and threatening police action if 
debts are not paid. Incidents like this are on the 
rise, according to Dime’s Director of Security, 
David Panetta.

“Be concerned if you get a phone call asking for 
you as if it’s some type of emergency or threaten-
ing you might be locked up if you don’t pay a cer-
tain fine. Be aware of anybody who asks for cash, 
wire money or prepaid cards. Always verify the 
sources,” David Panetta of Dime Community Bank 

said. “Over half a million people last year reported 
their grandparents were scammed, and that’s just 
what was reported... Some people lose their entire 
life savings.”

Dime is based in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, and has 
been in business for over 150 years with 28 branches 
across the city — including many locations in Queens 

— as well as Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 
Dime also offers personal and business banking 

services, including lending and financial guidance 
for their customers. 

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Watch out 
for cons

David Panetta of Dime Community Bank held a seminar on the latest scams targeting senior citizens. Photo by Mark Hallum

Dime seminar warns 
seniors and their families 

of deceptive scams
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  NYC ELDER CARE

Hundreds cycled through the Queens College gymnasium to speak with experts about vital services. Photo by Mark Hallum

Alzheimer’s Disease was major concern for aging individu-
als and their families with experts ready to help. 
 Photo by Mark Hallum

Even Shlepper’s Moving and Storage had a table at the event to offer information about 
their services. Photo by Mark Hallum

Director of Security for Dime Community Bank David Panetta schools seniors on how to 
avoid IRS scams. Photo by Mark Hallum

Sponsors at the Elder Care Expo help attendees decide what their the best options are for 
their needs. Photo by Mark Hallum

Representatives from EssentialRN offered information about their in-home care nursing 
services.  Photo by Mark Hallum
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For more information, please contact Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services,

                         English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Creole, Hebrew and Yiddish Speaking

Eldercare Services

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND & QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

The OHEL/Lifetime Care Foundation maintains 
a Medicaid Community Trust and is helping elderly

New Yorkers remain at home and avoid entering
a nursing home.

Ohel offers seniors free at home behavioral counseling for loneliness, isolation and 
coping with everyday aging. Case management is available

Ohel gave my mother back her smile!!!
Mrs J felt cancer made her unable to do anything.  She was 
in pain and needed physical help at home. Mrs J was always 
independent.  The social worker asked could she still smile.  
The social worker asked her to smile at everyone she saw 

for one week.  The next week they talked about the change 
in how she was feeling.  Mrs. J felt she could do something...  

She could smile again.

Ohel’s home bound program provides FREE counseling for 
older adults who might feel sad, lonely and isolated.  Some 
older adults might be struggle no with illness and physical 
changes.  Sessions can be anywhere- home, doctors offi ce 
etc.   Breaking problems into “bite Size” pieces can make 

it doable.

For more information call Harriet Blank at.

THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK
is pleased to announce 

3 convenient locations with a new offi ce
in Midwood.

THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER IN NEW YORK

IS THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER
THAT SPECIALIZES IN 

VASCULAR MEDICINE AND SURGERY

ENRICO ASCHER, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

NATALIE MARKS, MD

ANIL HINGORANI, MD

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Highway 
Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219

718-438-3800
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Accessible Dispatch
882 Third Ave., 11th Floor 
Brooklyn NY 11232
http://accessibledispatch.com
(718) 298–4808
Accessible Dispatch provides on-demand and 
reservation-based taxi service in wheelchair-accessible 
cabs throughout all fi ve boroughs, allowing individuals 
with disabilities to access the city like never before. 

AHS Elder Care, LLC 
111-02 Jamaica Ave., 2nd 
Floor, 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418
www.ahscaringcommunities.
org/#section-home-health-care-care
(718) 441–6802
CDPAP

Akhavan Law Group, LLP
1129 Northern Blvd., Suite 404
Manhasset, NY 11030
(212) 829–1100
Boutique asset protection and estate planning fi rm

Alzheimer’s  
Association  
NYC Chapter
60 East 42nd St. 
New York, NY 10165
https://alz.org/nyc
(646) 418–4466
The Alzheimer’s Association is the leading voluntary 
health organization in Alzheimer’s care, support, and 
research.

AME Insurance  
Services
164-43 73rd Ave 
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366
www.ameglobalins.com
(917) 225–0242
AME Insurance will meet all Medicare insurance and plan-
ning needs. Through the best industry partners we pro-
vide exceptional customer service and expert advice. We 
have a wealth of knowledge about the Medicare program 
and its various components. We will help fi nd the perfect 
solution for you.

Brandywine Living  
at the Savoy
55-15 Little Neck Pkwy. 
Little Neck, NY 11362
www.brandycare.com
(718) 423–7900
Senior living and memory care

CapTel Outreach 
1500 Olympic Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.oeius.org (310) 526–5211
Captioned telephones for individuals with hearing loss

Catholic Charities
190-04 119 Avenue  
St. Alban’s, NY 11412
(718) 358–3541
Alzheimer’s social adult program and geriatric mental 
health

ClearCaptions 
3001 Lava Ridge Ct. Ste. 
100 
Roseville, CA 95661
www.clearcaptions.com
(866) 246–7850
Provide captioned telephones, at no cost, for individuals 
with hearing loss.

Dime Community Bank 
300 Cadman Plaza West, Eighth 
Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
www.dime.com
(718) 782–6200
A trusted bank for more than 150 years, Dime has deep 
roots in the communities we serve, and our customers 
have come to trust Dime for their personal and business 
banking needs, for business fi nancing, and for fi nancial 
guidance.

Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield/Anthem
9 Pine Street
21st Floor
New York, NY 10005
347-266-0313
www.anthem.com    
Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield health insurance offers 
customized plans and broad access to medical care at 
the most cost-effective rates.

Essential RN 
40-04A Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY, 11361
www.essentialrnny.com
(718) 428–2022
In-home companion and nursing care.

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne St. 
Flushing, NY  11354
www.fl ushinghouse.com
(347) 532–3015
Largest independent living community in the tri-state 
area — a 55+ community

Genuine Care 
2329 Nostrand Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11210 
(718) 875–2273
CDPAP Agency 

Grandell Rehab 
645 W. Broadway 
Long Beach NY 11561 
(516) 889–1100
Rehabilitation and nursing Care

HamaspikCare 
4102 14th Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11219
http://hamaspikcare.org
(718) 408–6700
Home Health Care and CDPAP services

HearUSA 
91-31 Queens Blvd., Ste. 
214
Elmhurst, NY 11373
and
160-08 Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, NY 11414
and
7232 Austin St.
Forest Hills, NY 11375
www.hearusa.com
(718) 476–2523
Recognized leader in hearing care

Humana  
1075 RXR Plaza
Uniondale NY 
www.humana.com
(516) 974–9236
Medicare insurance options 

Korsinsky 
 & Klein, LLP- 
2926 Avenue L,
Brooklyn NY 11210
www.kklawfi rm.com
(212) 495–8133
Law fi rm, elder law, real estate law

KTS Pooled Trust  
3011 Avenue K
Brooklyn, NY 11210
http://kstrust.org
(718) 475–5000
KTS Pooled Trust helps disabled and elderly people who 
need Medicaid but are unable to qualify due to excess 
income.

LIFE, Inc. Pooled  
Income Trusts
112 Spruce St. Ste. 5 
Cedarhurst NY 11516
https://lifetrusts.org

(516) 330–3111
Pooled income trust services for community 

Madison York  
Assisted Living 
Community 
11214 Corona Ave. 
Corona, NY 11368
www.madisonyorkalc.com
(646) 408–4188
Affordable assisted-living facilities  

Majestic Eldercare 
1575 50th St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11219
https://medicaideldercare-com.webnode.
com/contact
(718) 676–9606
Majestic Eldercare works with the elderly in preparing ap-
plications for Medicaid eligibility while taking advantage 
of programs and planning options to protect a person’s or 
family’s income and assets.

Margaret Tietz Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center  
16411 Chapin Pkwy # 1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 298-7800
www.margarettietz.org

Meadow Park Rehabilitation and Health 
Care Center 
78-10 164th St. 
Fresh Meadows, Queens 11366
www.meadowparkrehab.com
(718) 591–8300
Rehabilitation and nursing center .

Metropolitan Council 
on Jewish Poverty
77 Water St., Seventh Floor
New York, NY 10005
www.metcouncil.org
(212) 453–9625
Met Council is the voice of the Jewish poor and the fi rst 
line of defense for our community’s needy. We fi ght pov-
erty through comprehensive social services. Our network 
of grassroots Jewish Community Councils strengthens 
families and neighborhoods throughout New York City.

Mid Island Audiology 
115-12 Liberty Ave.
South Richmond Hill, NY 
11419
www.midislandaudiology.com
(718) 374–5987
Private audiology practice providing diagnostic hearing 
testing, hearing aid dispensing, hearing loss rehabilitation, 
hearing conservation and ear wax removal services

MJHS
6323 Seventh Ave,    
Brooklyn, NY 11220
www.mjhs.org
(718) 630–2627
MJHS range of health services include home care, hospice 
and palliative care for adults and children, rehabilitation 
and nursing care, and the research-based MJHS Institute 
for Innovation in Palliative Care. We also offer health plans 
for Medicare and dual-eligible individuals.

NYC Department for The Aging: 
NY Connects
2 Lafayette St.,  
NY, New York 10007
(212) 602–4252

NYS Public  
Service 
Commission
90 Church St.
NY, New York 10007
www.dps.ny.gov
(800) 342–3377
New York State Public Service Commission regulates the 
state’s electric, gas, steam, water, telecommunications and 
basic cable television industry.  The offi ce of Consumer 
Services provides assistance, education and advocacy.

NYSARC Inc.,  
Trust Services
PO Box 1531 
Latham , NY 12110
www.nysarctrustservices.org
(518) 439–8323
Special needs trust

Ohel Children’s Home       
and Family Services
156 B Ninth Street
Far Rockaway, NY 11691
E. 14 Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11230
www.ohelfamily.org
(718) 686–3120

PSS Home Care 
58-35 Utopia Pkwy. Ste. 1D
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365
www.psshomecare.com
(917) 244–1721
Licensed home care provider

Quality Healthcare 
3512 Quentin Rd. 
Brooklyn,  NY 11234
www.qualityny.com
(718) 338–8500
Home care agency

Renaissance Home 
Health Care
267 Douglass St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11217
www.renaissancehcs.com
(718) 649–3670
 Home health care

Senior Whole Health 
111 Broadway,  Ste. 1505  
New York, NY 10006
www.seniorwholehealth.com
(646) 627–5198
Representative health plan

Shleppers Moving  
& Storage
920 E. 149th St. 
Bronx, NY 10455
www.shleppers.com
(212) 223–4004
We moving easy! Discover why we’ve been New York’s 
top relocation company for more than 40 years. We are 
experienced professionals for local moves, long-distance 
moves, and business moves. Superior service, competi-
tive prices. 

TLC — an AMEDISYS Company
100 Garden City Plaza
Garden City, NY
(516) 743–2714
A Medicare certifi ed home health care agency (CHHA)

United Healthcare
77 Water St. 
New York, NY 10005
(718) 644–7505
United Healthcare insurance plan.

U.S. Asset Finders  
199 Lee Ave., #230
Brooklyn,  NY 11211
www.usassetfi nders.com
(718) 522–4294
Locating and claiming lost assets.  

VillageCareMAX 
12 Charles Street
New York, NY 10014
www.villagecaremax.org
(800) 469–6292
VillageCareMAX Medicaid and Medicare health plans are 
special needs plan designed for members who have both 
Medicare and Medicaid. We work closely with your doctors, 
help set up appointments, arrange for your care, monitor 
your medications, and guide you and your family toward 
the best quality health care options available.

Elder Care Services
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  NYC ELDER CARE

BY MARK HALLUM

Perry Frankel of Advanced 
Cardiovascular Diagnostics, 
based in Nassau County, had 
more than just a table at the 
expo.

Staff from Frankel’s clinic 
were speaking with seniors 
about the risks of heart dis-
ease and recognizing the 
signs and symptoms of a si-
lent heart attack as well as 
conducting on-site health 
screenings.

“Three-quarters of strokes 
we can stop by just doing ultra-
sounds to people who are high 

risk such as people with hy-
pertension, diabetes,” Frankel 
said in between consultations 
at the expo. “Forty-five percent 
of people who have a heart at-
tack don’t know they’ve had 
a heart attack–called a silent 
heart attack–and have triple 
the risk of dying, according to 
a big study by the American 
Heart Association.”

Some symptoms of a silent 
heart attack do not include 
chest pain. Women, in partic-
ular, are at risk of experienc-
ing sleep disturbances, short-
ness of breath, indigestion, 
fatigue and anxiety.

Heart disease is one of the 
leading causes of death in 
women who are most likely to 
experience these misleading 
symptoms, Frankel said, and 

preventative measures are 
recommended since emergen-
cy treatment can come with a 
hefty price tag.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Signs of 
heart disease

Seminar focus: watching for 
these symptoms can save a life

Perry Frankel of Advanced Cardiovascular Diagnostics ran check-ups on event attendees and educated on 
heart disease. Photo by Mark Hallum

Are you 65  
or older?

Our trained enrollers provide FREE assistance  
to help you apply for low or no-cost    

health insurance, even if you have Medicare.

To find a location, call 311 and say:  
“Health Insurance, Senior.”

Sponsored by New York State Department of Health

healthsolutions.org

Human Resources 
Administration

Department for
the Aging

Department of 
Health and Mental
Hygiene
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We’re open for
Business.

As New York’s leading community bank, we’ve been 
helping businesses succeed for over 150 years. 
Call 800-321-DIME (3463), visit dime.com or stop by 
one of our 7 convenient Queens locations. 

Dime Community Bank
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 3/23/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

W
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$23,588

$13,588

$9,988$9,800$9,488$9,200$8,888$8,500

$12,888$12,888$12,888$12,888$11,995

$22,995$22,900$19,888$17,500$15,950 BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
BUY 
FOR:

‘16 NISSAN FRONTIER

15k miles Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
BUY 
FOR:

'14 INFINITI Q50

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
BUY 
FOR:

13,154 miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

23,114 miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 NISSAN VERSA

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#32469
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYBRID

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY MARK HALLUM

The winner of the Riders Alliance’s 
weekly “Worst Commute” contest is 
again a Forest Hills resident, with 
school teacher Laura Taylor taking the 
prize this week.

Launched in February, the contest 
highlights the predicaments strap-
hangers find themselves in and places 
pressure on state officials, who will 
vote on a budget in the coming weeks to 
possibly fund the launch of congestion 
pricing, which will establish a dedicat-
ed finding stream for the MTA.

“On Thursday, it took me 2 1/2 hours 
to get home after working a 12-hour 
day. I am a second grade teacher and on 
Thursday we had parent teacher con-
ferences. I got to work at 7:40 AM and 

left at about 7:30 PM. I live in Queens 
and work in Brooklyn,” Taylor said in a 
news release from Riders Alliance.

Taylor’s commute consists of trans-
ferring from the G train to the F in or-
der to get home from Borough Park, but 
after signal problems on both trains, 
she was forced to take an F into Man-
hattan and transfer to the D, then the 
E.

This took 2 1/2 hours, according to 
the Riders Alliance.

Forest Hills resident Jennifer Tang 
was named the contest’s first winner in 
February for her two-hour ordeal on a 
stalled R train with a full bladder just 
feet from the subway exit by her home.

Both Forest Hills residents re-
ceived a chocolate MetroCard for their 
tribulations.

BY MARK HALLUM

John Gotti, the 24-year-old grand-
son of the notorious Gambino crime 
boss, received five additional years 
last week— this time in federal prison 
— tacked onto his current eight-year 
sentence in connection with his role 
in a 2012 arson he helped to commit to 
assist an already convicted Bonnano 
family capo Vincent Asaro, 82, accord-
ing to the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
Brooklyn. 

Asaro was also sentenced to eight 
years in state prison for orchestrat-
ing the arson attack on the vehicle of a 
man who cut him off in traffic and for 
which the young John Gotti was found 
guilty of being part of, according to 
court documents. 

The March 14 sentencing by Brook-
lyn Federal Judge Allyne Ross comes 
nearly a year after Gotti was indicted 
for torching the car. He will be re-
quired to pay $27,000 for the value of 
the car along with the five-year fed-
eral sentence, according to court docu-
ments. 

The senior John Gotti, also known 
as the Dapper Dan, was the head of 
the Gambino crime family and died in 
prison in 2002. The younger Gotti is 
the son of Peter Gotti, one of the crime 
family head’s sons. They are a Howard 
Beach family.

Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced in March 2017 that 
the young Gotti had been sentenced to 
eight years in prison following a guilty 
plea for selling prescription drugs 

that earned him an estimated $1.6 mil-
lion per year. He had been operating 
his drug trade in Howard Beach and 
Ozone Park.

Howard Beach police had stopped 
Gotti’s car in June 2016 for having win-
dows tinted beyond the legal limit. He 
was found to have an expired driver’s 
license and a Gucci bag containing 
more than 200 oxycodone pills.

Surveillance operations by the au-
thorities overheard a conversation in 
which Gotti outlined a profitable un-
derground trade in prescription drugs. 
Gotti admitted to selling more than 
4,200 pills a month, averaging about 
$100,000 in sales in that period of time, 
the Queens DA said. The pills cost from 
$21 to $30 each.

The Queens DA said $5,600 in cash 
was also found in the vehicle along 
with $2,271 in cash from Gotti’s pants 
pocket. Of the money seized, $7,000 was 
traced back to that used by police in 
the undercover buy operations.

A search of Gotti’s home at 160-11 
85th St. found $52,000 in cash and 480 
pills

Asaro was famously acquitted in 
2015 of charges tying him to the Luf-
thansa heist in which nearly $6 million 
in cash, precious metals and jewels 
was stolen from the German carrier 
at Kennedy International Airport. It is 
regarded as one of the biggest thefts in 
state history.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

5 more years behind bars 
for Dapper Dan grandson

Another Queens resident wins
in ‘Worst Commute’ contest
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At the Museum of the Moving Image, the Queens World Film Festival opens with six films — the first of 180 produced 
here and overseas — selected for what organizers are calling “emotional punch.” The festival will run for two weeks.  

Photo by Andrew Ross

Judith Chin (far l.), is re-elected to the Board of Regents by the state Legslature. (From 
l.-r.) state Education Department Chancellor Betty Rosa, state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky and 
NYSED Commissioner MaryEllen Elia show their support.  Courtesy of Stavisky’s office 

The worrisome rise in anti-Semitic incidents in Queens last year leads to a meeting between the Anti-Defamation League 
and Assemblywoman Nily Rozic in Albany. Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic

The driver of this 2015 BMW was still at large as of Wednesday 
night, according to police, after sideswiping a parked car on 
82nd Street in Middle Village in the early hours last Sunday 
morning. A woman, who told police the driver was her husband, 
was extricated from the wreckage and treated at Elmhurst 
Hospital.   Twitter/Joy Mangone

At LaGuardia Community College, Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan honors Dionne Jaggon, principal of Long 
Island City’s P.S. 111, at the 8th Annual Women’s History 
Month Event . Courtesy of Assemblywoman Nolan

The Vallones — Paul (l.), and his father, Peter — march in the St. Patrick's Day 
Parade in Manhattan last weekend as part of the Queens City Council brigade.  

Courtesy of City Council/John McCarten
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LATE

Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 4, 2018!
Deadline May 1, 2018

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person,

table of 10 - $900

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 7, 2018

 

 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 10th, 2018
6pm–10pm

HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal

Lenny Banovez and 
Laura Frye

Barbara Bell
Giselle Burgess
Carmin Caterina
Brianna Ferranti
Henry Foster

Gabriel Gonzalez
Thomas Grech

Jukay Hsu
Amna Javid

Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
Leslie Ramos
James Regan

Maureen Regan
Felix V. Matos Rodriguez

Dr. David Rosenthal
Edwin Westley

Nadezhda Williams
Nantasha Williams

said. “The Mayor’s plan is about eq-
uity but there is none here. My dis-
trict is currently housing 4 times 
the number of homeless it produces 
and if this new site opens, the neigh-
borhood population will be outnum-
bered by those living in shelters. 
The plan calls for eliminating the 
use of commercial hotels, but this 
new site will simply turn another 
commercial hotel into a shelter.”

Helen Ho, director of External 
Affairs for nearby LaGuardia Com-
munity College, said the institu-
tion welcomes options for students 
in their system who are currently 
without a roof over their head.

Although strongly opposed by 
numerous communities in Queens, 
Mayor de Blasio’s Turning the Tide 
initiative places a homeless shelter 
in every community board in the 
city to address the crisis of more 
than 60,000 people living on the 
streets.

“Homeless New Yorkers come 
from every community across the 
five boroughs, so we need every com-
munity to come together to address 

homelessness. As we implement our 
borough-based approach, we will be 
ending the use of all cluster sites and 
commercial hotel facilities citywide, 
including the three commercial ho-
tels in this community district,” 
DHS spokesman Isaac McGinn said. 
“This high-quality facility will be 
the first of its kind in this commu-
nity district, offering 154 adult fami-
lies from Queens the opportunity to 
be sheltered in their home borough, 
closer to their support networks and 
communities they called home as 
they get back on their feet. Working 
together with neighbors and non-
profit service provider Home/Life, 
we’re confident that these families 
will be warmly welcomed—and 
through collaborative support and 
compassion, we will make this the 
best experience it can be for these 
individuals.”

The city plans to phase out the 
use of hotels and cluster sites by 
2022, but until then the Fairfield Inn 
will be bought out by DHS starting 
in April.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

tion Authority, was well prepared 
for the “Summer of Hell” and the 
biggest setbacks came during the 
autumn and winter months when 
leaves on the tracks created skid 
and wear on train wheel which re-
quired service.

Service deteriorated further in 
January 2018 but recovered some-
what in February.

According to LIRR President 
Patrick Nowakowski at a January 
2018 meeting, up to 210 train cars 
had to be removed from service in 
early December because wheels 
f lattened out from leaf residue with 
cold, dewy conditions, causing the 
trains to skid as the brakes were 
applied. A secondary examination 
revealed that 157 additional cars 
needed repairs for f lat wheels.

Nowakowski said the wheels 
simply need to be rounded out on a 
lathe to be put back into service.

“We suffered a tremendous num-
ber of train cancellations over a 
several-week period,” Nowakowski 
said at the January meeting. “We 
operated with a number of trains 
short cars, which caused severe 
crowding on the trains that were 
able to run.”

DiNapoli gave the LIRR some 
credit by placing the blame for 
3,000 late, canceled and terminated 
trains on Amtrak, which was a 150 
percent increase over 2016’s perfor-
mance.

But DiNapoli’s report reproached 
LIRR leadership for blaming cus-
tomers for increased dwell time 
at stations with overcrowding due 
to special events and shorter plat-
forms, meaning customers held the 
train while they walked through 
cars that met the platform.

“We have heard our customers 
loud and clear, and we are taking 
a host of aggressive actions to im-
prove service in the short-term, in-
cluding adding staff to improve ser-
vice reliability and respond quicker 
to infrastructure and f leet prob-
lems, hardening against weather-
related delays, upgrading signals, 
switches, track and railroad cross-
ings and improving communica-
tions,” an LIRR spokesman said. 
“At the same time, we have 100 capi-
tal projects including the Double 
Track, Third Track, and Jamaica 
Capacity Improvement projects that 
will dramatically improve the rail-
road’s performance and enhance 
capacity for generations to come.”

January 2018 was the worst 
month for the LIRR in 22 years, 
however, with blizzards and exceed-
ingly cold temperatures shrinking 
the already suffering on-time per-
formance to 83.9 percent.

February was a better month for 
the LIRR with a performance rate 
of 93 percent, but that number was 
still below the agency’s goal of 94 
percent.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by 
e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 4 

LIRR delays

Continued from Page 5 
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Happy  Spring 
HOLIDAYS 20

18

ERIC COMFORT SHOES ~ SINCE 1942

FOR MEN AND WOMAN – AMAZING SELECTION!
AA-N-M-W-WW-XXW

EARLY SPRING & SEMI ANNUAL SALE!

718-465-2860
(Near Springfield Blvd.)

516-877-2002
Corner of Hillside & Herricks Road in Rite Aid Shopping Center

www.ericshoes.com  Life is a journey. Wear comfortable shoes.
Late Night

Thursdays till 

8pm

Queens Village
Carries

Children’s
Shoes

AUTHORIZED DEALERS: 

100’s
of 

Styles
EXCITING WEDDING COLLECTION

Lowest Price Guarantee

990

Bring this ad for a preferred customer discount

EXCLUSIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 5/15/18
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Spring In To Bay Terrace!

HAPPY SPRING
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ROSES 
FLOWER SHOP

46-04 104 ST., CORONA, NY, 11368
 718.779.4407

Come see our beautiful  

Plants and Easter arrangements  

perfect for gift giving 
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Monday – Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm

JULY 2nd to AUGUST 10th GRADES K to 5
PS 360Q, 199-10 112 Avenue, St. Albans, NY 11412
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Easter Sunday Brunch Buffet
COME ENJOY A FANTASTIC & DELECTABLE BRUNCH BUFFET STARRING ALL 

OF YOUR BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER FAVORITES & MUCH MORE! 

 THIS BRUNCH INCLUDES:
Delicious Breakfast Items

Made To Order Omelet Station

Assorted Baked Breads & Pastries

Fresh Salads 

Gourmet Main Dishes 

Succulent Carving Station

Tasty Sides

Sweet Desserts

Soft Drinks &Juices 

Regular & Decaffeinated Coffee & Tea

FREE PARKING & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Easter Sunday 4/1
12:00 - 2:00PM (RESERVATION REQUIRED)

$45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY - KIDS UNDER 10 YRS, HALF PRICE
Price includes 1 alcoholic house beverage. Menu subject to change without notice.

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst

For reservations or more information call 718.457.6300 Ext.4939

JOIN US ON 
Mother’s Day, Sunday 5/13 & Father’s Day, Sunday 6/17
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

“Yeah, I got issues... one of them is 
how bad I need you...” 

Charismatic competitor Miya Bass 
(pictured left) belted her rendition of 

Julia Michaels’ song “Issues,” when 
she performed on “The Voice” for 

her blind auditions March 12 on 
NBC and snagged a spot with 
Team Adam.

Pushing his button 
to select the up and 

coming songstress, 
sight unseen, judge 
Adam Levine was 
the only musician 

coach to turn his 
chair for the pas-
sionate contestant 
from Queens, who 

was coiffed with a 
poof of pink hair. After 

swiveling around to face her, it 
was clear that Levine was impressed; 
so much so that he told the excited con-
testant she was “super, super dope,” 
and commended her for having so 
much control.

As for choosing “Issues,” Levine 
told Bass: “Look, that’s a great song. 
You happen to be doing a song by an 
artist that I just worked with, that I 
think is an absolute genius...”

The singer shared a bit about her 
interesting backstory, as the only mu-

sically-inclined member of her NYPD 
officer family, with the audience.

“The Voice” continues its 14th sea-
son with a line-up of great new vocal-
ists from across the nation, invited 
to compete in the blockbuster vocal 
competition show hosted by Carson 
Daly. Superstar singer-songwriter 
Kelly Clarkson, makes her debut as a 
coach, along with season 12-winning 
coach and musical icon Alicia Keys, 
who joins returning coaches Levine 
and Blake Shelton.

“The feeling is incredible! To be 
chosen to sing on ‘The Voice’ means 
that I have been set apart from tens of 
thousands of other people who have 
pursued this very same dream. That 
makes me feel special,” said Bass, 
who has been crossing her fingers in 
the hopes that she’ll make it all the 
way to the live shows.

A four-time Emmy Award win-
ner, the show features five stages of 
competition: the first begins with the 
blind auditions, followed by the battle 
rounds, knockouts, playoffs and, fi-
nally, the live performance shows.

During the blind auditions, the 
decisions from the coaches are 
based solely on voice and not on 
looks. The coaches — sitting on ro-
tating chairs — hear the artists per-
form, but don’t get to see them till 
they turn around.

Continued on Page 58

Queens’ own MIYA BASS 
advances on hit NBC show

'THE VOICE'
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Answers in Sports

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Wealth From The Salt Seas — “Wealth 
from the Salt Seas” explores the 
embodiment of assertion and agency 
through visceral somatic experience. 
Vocalist and composer Gelsey Bell 
joins Anna Sperber in performance to 
collaboratively mine the physical space of 
the theater for its poetic and emotional 
vibrations.
When: Friday, March 23, Saturday, March 24,  
Wednesday, March 28, and Thursday, March 
29, at 8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.chocolatefactorytheater.
org/anna-sperber-wealth-from-the-salt-
seas/

Broadway Kids — In this sparkling, fun-
fi lled musical theater adventure, some of 
Broadway’s brightest talent will delight 
audiences with toe-tapping tunes, side-

splitting lyrics and captivating characters 
from popular children’s musicals and 
animated fi lms. The performance will also 
feature a lively question and answer session.
When: Saturday, March 24, and Sunday, 
March 25, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $20; $17 for members
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org/broadway-
kids

Tomb Sonnets — Parthenia presents 
the world premiere of Martin Kennedy’s 
“Tomb Sonnets,” along with song, 
fantasia, and spoken word from Italy’s 
Renaissance, the age of the sonnet.
When: Sunday, March 25, at 2 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website:  www.secrettheatre.showare.
com/eventperformances.asp?evt=27 

Sat., Apr. 7 – 2pm & 8pm
Sun., Apr. 8 – 3pm

www.queenstheatre.org
718.760.0064

“…one of the most talked-about 
young companies, not just in L.A. 
but nationwide.”
- Los Angeles Times

Founded in 2007 by Lillian Barbeito and Tina Finkelman Berkett, BODYTRAFFIC has 
surged to the forefront of the concert dance world. Named “the company of the future” 
by The Joyce Theater Foundation, Dance Magazine’s 25 to Watch in 2013 and Best of 
Culture by the Los Angeles Times, the young company is already internationally recognized 
for their high quality of work.
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BY MERLE EXIT

For many artists putting 
their works on display in Long 
Island City, art and protecting 
the planet are inseparable. 

Marlene and James Yu own 
and manage the Rainforest Art 
Foundation in LIC and part of 
their mission to feature artists 
who support their cause.  

Marlene, originally from 
Taiwan, is an internationally-
known artist. While travelling 
around the world exhibiting 
her own paintings, Marlene 
has had the opportunity to 
meet fellow artists, many of 
whom have works pertaining 
to environmentalism. 

Six artists from across the 
globe were featured at the 3rd 
Annual exhibition, “Nature in 
Art,” including: Maria Faba 
Fouret, Grace Ge, Eva Csanyi-
Hurskin, Silke Konschak, Ilse 
Schreiber-Noll, and Helga 
Schuhr. Four of the artists at-
tended the March 2 opening 
reception.

Over four decades ago 
Marlene had a one-person art 
display at the Musee d’art et 

d’Histoire in Neuchatel, Swit-
zerland, where she met a local 
artist, Helga Schuhr, and vis-
ited her studio. Schuhr intro-
duced Marlene to Galerie Wilde 
in Frankfurt, Germany, where 
Marlene had three one-person 
shows in 1996, 1997 and 2014. 

Last year, Helga had a presen-
tation in Beacon, N.Y., and she 
invited Schuhr to participate in 
the “Nature in Art” exhibition.

Three of her paintings, 
“Blurry Roots,” “Lakeside 
I II,” and “Sandbanks III, 
flaunt Schur’s passion for the 

subject matter.
“I work with blue and green 

because I live in a part of the 
country close to the lake, an 
area that is a force of nature,” 
Schuhr said. “This is a way of 
translating my feelings.” 

Schuhr, who also paints 
in 3-D, said that having many 
styles directs her talent toward 
the particular art exhibits.

“I hope that with viewing 
these paintings it will help 
people think about preserving 
the planet,” she said.

Ge, a Queens resident, had 
five paintings on display un-
der the title, “Water Color on 
Paper.” 

“Painting is a sacred task 
that can cleanse one’s soul: it is 
a universal act that belongs to 
the people,” Ge said. “It helps 
me prevail over difficulties in 
life, and with cleansed eyes, 
learn to discover and find the 
beauty of natural life.” 

Working in this field, she 
couples her love of nature with 
her talent for painting flowers 
using watercolor.

“I am inspired by the 
shapes of the flowers and how 

they bloom,” she said, adding 
that much of her inspiration 
comes from places like the 
Queens Botanical Garden.  

German-born Schrieber-
Noll, who lives and works in 
Peekskill, N.Y., presented two 
paintings at the event.  “Trees 
Are Sanctuaries,” is a three-
piece mixed media displayed 
on linen. “The Storm,”  is a 
mixed-media piece displayed 
on canvas. 

She has a Langston Hughes 
poem, “Save The Dream/Save 
our Planet,” painted on the 
linen as a motto for “Trees Are 
Sanctuaries.”

“I am a deeply committed 
advocate for peace,” she said.

Her other work depicts the 
“terrors of war and the threat 
of ecological disaster.” 

Konschak, also from Ger-
many, had two series of art-
work on display.

One group of paintings 
is entitled, “Water.” Of these 
she writes, “The rain scans 
through the woods near the 
Amazon deep soil, leaf and 
earth. Water falls out of the 

'Nature in Art' opens in Long Island City

From l. to r.: James Yu, Ilse Schreiber-Noll, Helga Schuhr, Silke 
Konschak, Grace Ge and Marlene Tseng Yu attend the opening of 
Nature in Art reception at the Rainforest Art Foundation in Long 
Island City. Photo by Merle Exit

Continued on Page 58

 
Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

FOR RESERVATIONS

CATERING

   Entertainment by 
Harpist 

Victor Gonzalez

RESTAURANT

EASTER DAY
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By Ed Canty

Let's be Seasonal
Across
1. Mrs. Bush
6. Donkey's uncle?
9. More despicable
14. Strong point
15. Big parking place
16. Critical
17. Ezio Pinza, e.g.
18. Exist
19. Disney uncle
20. Rocker known 
as "The Boss"
23. Cambridge sch.
24. Knight's title
25. Affirm
27. Felix Unger's trait
32. Pitcher
33. Christian sch. 
in Tulsa
34. Scrawny
36. Procrastinator's 
word
39. Computer 
command
41. Hiker's path
43. "Newsweek" 
alternative
44. In good shape
46. End, to Yves
48. Prefix with night 
or day
49. Jazzman 
Saunders
51. Young hares
53. Tropical fruits
56. Memphis-to-
Nashville dir.
57. Immigrant's 
course: Abbr.

58. Aptly named 
Florida city
64. Conga 
components
66. Itinerary abbr.
67. Martini garnish
68. Don't fly into one
69. Sally Field's 
"Norma ___"
70. Add a year to 
your Life?
71. Couch potatoes' 
hangouts
72. Printers' widths
73. Don't exist

Down
1. Places for 
experiments
2. P.D.Q.
3. Old UN member

4. Just say no
5. Making amends
6. "Poor me!"
7. Separate
8. Pricey
9. Nocturnal 
predator
10. High card
11. "Porgy and 
Bess" song
12. Sewing cases
13. Takes five
21. "Super!"
22. Shortly before?
26. Heroic deed
27. Yule drinks
28. Suffix with 
switch or sock
29. Colorful foilage
30. Get on board?
31. Slow mover
35. Pitchfork part

37. Give out
38. Cincinnati team
40. Earth's pull, 
briefly
42. Pâté ingredient
45. Nods off
47. Lady of Brazil
50. Hilo garland
52. More authentic
53. High flat areas
54. Houston player
55. Trap
59. Way around 
London, once
60. "___ Tu" (1974 
hit song)
61. Hollywood crosser
62. Level
63. Former Speaker 
Gingrich
65. Org. for drivers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

NUMBERS GAME
C L A M S O W L S S O W N
R A B B I U R A L E C H O
O N E A T A T I M E N E A T
P E T O U L T I O D A T E

A N N A O G D E N
M U M S T W O W H E E L E R
I R I S H S E E S I R E
D I N E R R A N D S N U N
S A E R E E K A D E P T
T H R E E B E A R S A R T S

A L O U D E A S Y
P I L A F F A G U E U Z I
L O O P F O U R L E G G E D
O T I S E U R O P U L S E
T A L E D R A W S N I T S

FILM

Duck Soup — Set in the mythical 
countries of Fredonia and 
Sylvania, Rufus R. Firefly (Groucho 
Marx) becomes Fredonia’s 
President at the request of the 
smitten and wealthy Gloria 
Teasdale (Margaret Dumont). 
When the leader of Sylvania wants 
to marry Gloria and sends inept 
spies to Fredonia, it looks like the 
countries are headed to war. 
When: Saturday, March 24, and 
Sunday, March 25, at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Vagabond — “Vagabond” was 
inspired by a phenomenon in 
the early 1980s of young women 
stepping outside of society and 
becoming drifters. Sandrine 
Bonnaire gives a brilliantly 
ferocious performance as Mona, 
whose dead body is found in a 
ditch at the beginning of the film. 
The film continues as Mona’s 

final days are pieced together 
by the memories of people she 
encountered. 
When: Saturday, March 24, at 3 
p.m., and Sunday, March 25, at 
6 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Destination: Italy! — A musical 
journey evoking the essence of 
the cultural landscape of Italy in 
all its splendor. Presented by the 
Queens Symphony Orchestra.
When: Friday, March 23, at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222 

Dogs in Parks Town Hall — Join 
NYC Parks and representatives 
from volunteer dog groups 
across NYC to learn more about 
dogs in parks. Come hear 
more about the current state 

of dog runs, learn community 
engagement strategies for 
your local park, and share your 
opinions about a range of topics 
important to city dog owners.
When: Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Forest Park
Cost: Free to attend
Contact: (212) 360-2778

Trail Mulching and Clearing 
— Forest Park, the third largest 
park in Queens, needs your help 
in maintaining the hiking trails 
that help you explore its 165 
acres of the majestic oak forest. 
Come dressed in sturdy boots or 
shoes, long pants, and clothing 
that can get dirty. Bring your own 
water bottle and lunch for this 
event. Volunteers under 18 must 
be accompanied by a chaperone.
When: Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Yellow Trail Head in Forest 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4462

Easter & Spring Craft Sale 
— Stop by to pick up hand-
made palm crosses, wreathes, 
centerpieces, flower cones, table 
runners, bibs, and more. Polish 
bakery items, including assorted 
meats and sausages, will also be 
available. 
When: Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Sunday, March 
25, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Where: St. Josaphat’s  Church
Cost: Free to attend
Contact: (917) 921-7631

Nature Workshop: Wildlife 
Illustration — This workshop 
will inspire you to illustrate the 
landscape and wildlife found in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
When: Saturday, March 24, from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Where: Albert H. Mauro 
Playground in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Children’s Garden Open House 
— Join Queens Botanical Garden 
for its annual Open House, and 
get your hands dirty with planting 
activities and garden crafts. Learn 

about all the outstanding garden 
and nature programs we have for 
children ages 2 to 14.
When: Saturday, March 24, from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical Garden
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Piano Men — Get swept away 
in this dynamic, interactive 
concert, celebrating Elton John 
and Billy Joel, two giants of Pop 
music. Piano Men treats you to 
all the excitement that only Billy 
Joel and Elton John together in 
concert can create. All of their 
hits come alive when performed 
by Broadway veterans Craig 
A. Meyer and Donnie Kehr, 
accompanied by backup singers 
and a band of all-star musicians.  

When: Saturday, March 24, at 
8 p.m.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center
Cost: Price varies
Contact: (718) 631-6311

Easter & Spring Craft Sale 
— Stop by to pick up hand-
made palm crosses, wreathes, 
centerpieces, flower cones, table 
runners, bibs, and more. Polish 
bakery items, including assorted 
meats and sausages, will also be 
available. 
When: Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Sunday, March 
25, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: St. Josaphat’s  Church
Cost: Free to attend
Contact: (917) 921-7631

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
April 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Queens is alive with 
the sound of music, so 
come hear the music 
play... when Broadway 
takes Queens Theatre by 
storm this weekend.

If you’re not planning 
on taking your family to 
a pricey Broadway show 
any time soon, no wor-
ries, because Broadway 
Kids is bringing “The 
Great White Way” to you, 
with a fun-filled musical 
show that will brighten 
up this wintry spring 
weather in no time.

Tickets are still avail-
able for shows on Satur-
day and Sunday at 3 p.m.

Experts say the early 
school years are the best 
time to expose children 
to a variety of musical 
styles, and what better 

way to start than with 
a variety of lively toe-
tapping song and dance 
numbers from their stage 
and screen favorites, per-
formed by Broadway’s 
brightest talent?

The diverse cast of 
actors, with over 20 dif-
ferent Broadway produc-
tions to their credit, con-
sists of four adults and 
one child, and their spar-
kling performances are 
bound to entertain every 
grown-up while putting 
smiles on kids’ faces, as 
popular characters are 
brought to life in this 
memorable production.

“Every theater-lover 
I know personally devel-
oped their passion for 
the performing arts as a 
child. I believe it is im-
portant to introduce the 
magic of theater to kids 

early. It appeals to their 
natural creativity. It in-
spires them and sparks 
their imaginations. And 
that’s what Broadway 
Kids is all about,” said 
executive director Taryn 
Sacramone, who has two 
school-aged children.

Producer/Host Ste-
phen DeAngelis said he 
is looking forward to 
presenting Broadway 
Kids to local audiences 
here. He will be bringing 
three real-life Broadway 
couples to Queens The-
atre’s stage for two per-
formances of “Broadway 
Valentine” on Saturday, 
April 14, at 3 p.m. and 8 
p.m. “The production was 
postponed from mid-Feb-
ruary due to factors out 
of our control,” he noted, 
“but the show will go on.”

You and your signifi-

cant other will surely 
enjoy this wonderful cel-
ebration of Cupid’s great-
est love songs, written for 
the Broadway stage by 
musical theater’s most 
famous composers.  

The inspiration for 
Broadway Kids and 
DeAngelis’ idea for the 
production came out of 
a recent conversation he 
had with Sacramone.

“We were discussing 
the concerts that I had 
been creating and pro-
ducing for other venues 
throughout the country 
and I shared that I had an 
idea that I was develop-
ing for an all-ages concert 
that could serve as an in-
troduction for young au-
diences to musical theatre 
and also be a shared fam-
ily experience,” DeAnge-

lis said. “Taryn liked my 
perspective and offered to 
schedule the two matinee 
performances. Given how 
expensive Broadway has 
become, it’s important 
to me to create an event 
that is accessible and af-
fordable and still could at-
tract traditional theater 
lovers.” 

The audience will 
hear songs from stage 
versions of animated 
films and adaptations 
of works of literature 
ranging from classic to 
contemporary musicals, 
according to the produc-
er, who said he is choos-
ing not to announce the 
song titles for Broadway 
Kids, so as not to “ruin 
the sense of discovery 
while at the concert,” as 
DeAngelis feels that “the 
sounds of the audience 
members recognizing 
the selections is part of 
the fun.”

The performers in-
clude veterans of such 
esteemed shows as “Les 
Miserables,” “Cats,” 
“The Lion King,” “Wick-
ed,” and more. If you’re 
wondering how the ac-
tors were selected, you 
may be surprised to find 
out that there was no au-
dition process.

Broadway Kids 
brings family musical 

to Queens Theatre

Continued on Page 58

Performer Sara Jean Ford throws a little choreography into 
the mix. Courtesy of Queens Theatre

BY MERLE EXIT

Manager David Cze-
gedi is turning Ben’s Ko-
sher Deli in Bayside into 
a dinner theatre with 
“Latkes and Laughs.” 

Czegedi teamed with 
the Wilshire Comedy 
Group — run by comic 
Alan Streisfeld, who 
hosts comedy shows such 
as this at restaurants 
across Long Island — to 
present the evening of 
theater, food and laughs.

“I think it brings 
something unique to the 
dining experience and 
offers our guests the 
chance to make a whole 
evening out of dining 
with us,” Czegedi said. 
“Dinner and then a show, 
all under one roof.”

Several comedy styles 
will be on display at the 
show.

Alan Kimbarow, one 
of the comics scheduled 
to perform, currently 
lives in Syosset and has 

been performing stand-
up comedy since 2002.

“To command a room 
and make all those people 
laugh was way more in-
toxicating than I thought 
and I’ve been feeding the 
addiction ever since,” 
he said. “My comedy 

revolves around my life 
and the person I am — a 
morbidly obese, married 
for 34 years, father of two 
kind of guy.”

In 2003, he was named 
the winner of Jewish 
Week’s Funniest Jewish 
Comedian on Long Island 

contest and, at one time, 
was the exclusive emcee 
for all the fund-raisers of 
the Brokerage Comedy 
Club in Bellmore.   

“I still find stage time 
whenever and wherever I 
can find it, which is how 
I got to Ben’s for this par-

ticular performance,” 
Kimbarow said. “When 
Streisfeld contacted me 
for this, he asked if I 
wanted to host and told 
me how much he was 
willing to pay, I gracious-
ly accepted. He then said, 
‘you also get fed.’ Without 
missing a beat I told him, 
‘You should have started 
with that and you could 
have saved the money.’”

Comedian Les Bayer 
will also take the stage and 
has been making audienc-
es laugh for six years. He 
was crowned champion of 
an over-50 comedy compe-
tition last year sponsored, 
in part, by the AARP. He 
has also appeared at Gov-
ernors and The Brokerage 
comedy clubs, Theater 3 in 
Port Jefferson and several 
comedy clubs in Manhat-
tan. 

“My comedy consists 
of a lot of one-liners wo-
ven around [my] ex-wife 
and dating,” he said.

Having played the 

banjo with a bluegrass 
band for many years, he 
uses the instrument in 
his act and does several 
song parodies.

“I totally enjoy mak-
ing people laugh,” Bayer 
said. “There’s nothing 
better than hearing peo-
ple having a good time.”

Peter Bales works as 
an Associate Professor of 
History and Political Sci-
ence at Queensborough 
Community College as 
his “day job.” In addi-
tion, Bales teaches com-
edy with Stand-Up Uni-
versity at The Brokerage 
and will also be taking 
the stage at Ben’s. 

“Latkes and Laughs,” 
scheduled for Saturday 
night, offers patrons a 
prix-fixe dinner with 
dessert and unlimited 
soft drinks, followed by 
performances from the 
three comedians at a cost 
of $45, including tax and 
gratuity. The show is set 
to begin at 7 p.m.

‘Latkes and Laughs’ comes to Ben’s in Bayside

From l.-r.:  Les Bayer, Alan Kimbarow and Peter Bales will be performing at Ben’s Kosher 
Deli's “Latkes and Laughs" event. Courtesy of Wilshire Comedy Group
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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clouds brightly. Trunk 
by trunk it runs towards 
the darkness. Secret of 
existence. Fathomed , 
Studied, Experience, 
Eternity. A kiss of the 
elixir. Within a heart 
of the world Protection. 
Finding. I remain forev-
er green in place.” 

An X-ray installation 
of “Under And Up the 
Ground,” is displayed 
on another wall. Kon-
schak used X-ray film as 
her canvas. Some years 
back, friends in Germa-
ny brought her a stack of 
X-rays as a possible idea 
for her artwork. Kon-
schak said she decided 
to paint them in order to 
turn a possible negative 
into a positive. 

“Now, I do the X-rays 
as part of nature,” she 
said. “I test them with 
different pigments and 
painting materials, in-
cluding oils and acryl-
ics.” She has also written 
four books that include 
both her art and poems.   

Fouret, from France, 
used oil on canvas for her 
stunning piece, “Rainfor-
est 2006.” At first glance, 
the painting appears to 
be the top of someone’s 

head with a background 
of a forest. The hair, how-
ever, is composed of hun-
dreds of long-stemmed 
flowers and each eye de-
picts a frog in a pond.  

“The idea is to pres-
ent a vision and modern 
materials,” Fouret said. 
“Without these materi-
als, we wouldn’t be able 
to express ourselves, 
imagine a world without 
a rainforest.”

Csanyi-Hurskin is an 
Australian transplant 
whose paintings focus 
on birds from around 
the world, including sul-
phur-crested cockatoos 
and blue gold macaws, 
both using colored pen-
cil. Her works stem from 
her life-long love and ap-
preciation of animals.

“During the process, I 
develop an intimacy with 
my subjects and grant 
them new status, giving 
the viewer a very differ-
ent and new perspective 
on everyday objects, 
events and people, which 
are mostly overlooked,” 
Huskin said.

The exhibition will 
remain on display at the 
Rainforest Art Founda-
tion, located at 36-58 37th 
Ave., through April 4. 
Those interested in at-
tending can stop by Tues-
days through Fridays, 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Continued from Page 53 

Nature
“As a casting director, I have 

huge access of the Broadway tal-
ent pool, so I selected five diverse 
performers with distinctive voic-
es and vocal styles, so I could best 
serve the songs and give them 
distinctive personalities,” DeAn-
gelis said. “I chose them because 
they are warm, open and sponta-
neous and will create something 
special and unique with each au-
dience. Some of the songs will be 
treated traditionally, some will 
be handled in different musical 
styles and there will be several 
mashups/medleys of songs deal-
ing with the same characters and 
stories but from different musi-
cals.”

The cast will also be sharing 
behind-the-scenes anecdotes and 
will participate in a Q&A ses-
sion with the audience, halfway 
through Act II.

“The fact that this concert was 
created specifically for Queens 
Theatre gives it an extra energy,” 
DeAngelis said. “I love how com-
fortable the venue is and that 
it has great sight lines and an 
inclusive atmosphere. The man-
agement at Queens Theatre is 
passionate about providing some-
thing for everyone.”

DeAngelis is currently casting 
the New York premiere of a new 
musical called “Unexpected Joy” 
by two-time Tony Award nominee 
Bill Russell (“Side Show”), which 

opens Off-Broadway in May.
He has also served as the cast-

ing director for Queens Theatre’s 
productions of “The Miracle 
Worker,” “In the Car with Blos-
som and Len,” and “Jimmy and 
Carolyn,” and has produced more 
than 250 different Broadway con-
certs at venues in New York and 
across the U.S. featuring a multi-
tude of Broadway stars, including 
many Tony Award and Drama 
Desk Award winners and nomi-
nees, stars from hit TV series and 
films whose roots are on stage, as 
well as Broadway’s fastest rising 
young performers. 

“My hope is that the audience 
will enjoy the afternoon and take 

away what they most enjoy and 
can relate to personally. There 
is certain to be something for 
all tastes included in the perfor-
mance,” said DeAngelis. “The 
performers all have a great affec-
tion to the songs they will be per-
forming, and it will be as much 
fun for them as the audience.”

Someone once said the true 
beauty of music is that it connects 
people. Encouraging that love 
of music and musical theater in 
your youngsters will surely help 
them appreciate that concept as 
they get older.

For tickets, visit  queensthe-
atre.org/broadway-kids  or call 
718-760-0064.

Continued from Page 56 

Broadway

Performer Bret Shuford (l.) rehearses a song from the show as music director 
Joshua Stephen Kartes (c.) and producer Stephen DeAngelis follow along. 
 Courtesy of Queens Theatre

If more than one coach 
pushes his or her button, the 
power then shifts to the artists 
to choose which coach they 
want to work with. If no coach 
pushes a button, the artist is 
eliminated from the competi-
tion.

“My experience has been 
life changing. I am living the 
dream since I get to work with 
such a superstar like Adam, 
and I’m receiving so much 
love online, it’s amazing,” said 
Bass, 29, whose talent, per-
sistence and ability to make 
tough decisions led to her big 
break.

Though her intention had 
been to follow in her family’s 
footsteps and become an NYPD 
officer, in her final semester 
of training, the aspiring per-
former decided to switch gears 
and get cracking on her life-
long dream of having a music 
career.

She worked for a while as 
a dance and music instructor 
at an arts program for NYC’s 

Sports and Arts School Foun-
dation and, later, as a program 
director for the New York Ju-
nior Tennis League. In the 
past year, Bass quit her job 
to sing with an 11-piece funk 
band called Funktion11, while 
also returning to college.  

“I decided to quit my job 
because pursuing a music 
career requires 100 percent 
attention. Working other 
jobs was just a distraction 
and stole away precious time 
from me. I turned down a lot 
of auditions and music op-
portunities because I had to 
go to work at a job that I most 
likely did not care about,” she 
said. “I decided, as an artist 
and single woman with no 
husband or children, there’s 
no better time than now to 
pursue music. There is noth-
ing and nobody holding me 
back.”

The determined go-getter 
has already performed at sev-
eral large venues, including 
Hillsong Church in Sydney, 
Australia, in front of an au-
dience of 10,000 people; The 
Apollo Theater in Harlem; and 
in The Steve Harvey Radio 
Star show in Las Vegas. She 

has shared the stage in New 
York City with popular singer, 
Brandy, opened for Bill Cosby, 
and sang background for Idris 
Elba.

“My upcoming shows are 

local gigs in New York: Wed-
dings, talent shows, and bars. 
I would love to get booked for 
another musical, since I have a 
strong background in musical 
theater. I also have an agent 
that I work with who is cur-
rently working on getting me 
commercial and movie work 
in film,” Bass said.

Looking back on her child-
hood growing up on Jamai-
ca’s south side, where she has 
lived her entire life, the sing-
er talked about her favorite 
borough.

“I love Queens because it’s 
raw. There is a beautiful hon-
esty about my neighborhood. 
We are all unapologetic about 
our culture and community,” 
Bass said.

She recalled doing typical 
kid stuff as a young girl, play-
ing double dutch, hide and 
seek, dodge ball, and riding 
bicycles with friends. She said 
she first realized she had a 
gift during elementary school, 
when she started singing.

“I actually impressed my-
self,” Bass said. “Aside from 
people showing me praise, I 
knew there was something dif-
ferent about me.”

As a spiritual person, Bass 
said her faith plays an impor-
tant part in her daily life. She 
uses a bible app with inspi-
rational scriptures that she 
reads each day.

“I pray every single night 
and every single morning be-
fore I even leave my bed,” she 
said. “There is no point in us-
ing my gifts if I’m not going to 
show appreciation to the God 
who gave the gifts to me.”

Between gigs, the rising 
singer — whose musical influ-
ences are Michael Jackson and 
Stevie Wonder – gets funky 
with Funktion11, as one of the 
lead singers in the band. 

As she moves forward in 
her musical career, Bass said 
her future plans will include 
creating new music for her 
fans and making her way to 
TV.

As for her fans’ reactions 
to her newfound success, she 
said her family is “stoked.”

“They scream, shout and 
jump for joy. They have been 
sharing my news at their jobs 
and they represent me very 
well,” Bass said. “My phone 
has pretty much exploded be-
cause of all my messages.”

Continued from Page 51 

THE VOICE

Bliss secured a spot with Team 
Adam (Levine). 
 Photo by Tyler Golden/NBC
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CALL FOR  
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor  

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363

Crispy Smoked Bacon / Housemade Muffins
Mushroom Cheddar Frittata / Carrot-Oatmeal Bread / Ricotta Scrambled Eggs & Grits

Herb Grilled Vegetables/ Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Peppers
Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata / Mortadella

Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella
Olive Medley / Bruschetta

MIxed Garden Salad / Caesar Salad / Baby Arugula & Kale
Balsamic Vinaigrette / Honey Mustard / Garlic Parmesan / Buttermilk Ranch

Fresh Housemade Focaccia / Three Ways
Potato & Rosemary / Pizza Margherita / ‘Formaggio’ 3 Cheeses

Thyme Scented Extra Virgin Olive Oil

Slow Roasted Prime Rib ~ Rosemary ’au jus‘
Smoked Country Ham ~ Dijon / Honey Glaze

Slow Braised Lamb Stew —Chianti / Thyme / Root Vegetables
Chicken ‘Valdaosta’ — Fontina / Prosciutto / Rosemary

Shrimp Stuffed Sea Bass — Citrus / Scallions / Vino Bianco
Crisp Fried Calamari — Spicy Marinara

Rigatoni ‘Boscaiola’ — Mushrooms / Peppers / Pomodoro
Cavatelli ‘Barese’ — Broccoli Rabe / Sausage / Roast Garlic

Baked Eggplant Rollatini — Mozzarella / Ricotta /Tomato
Spring Vegetable Medley

Sweet Onion Mashed / in Martini Glass
Fixins’: Cheese / Bacon/ Chives/Sour Cream /Corn

Strawberry ‘Shortcake’ Parfait / Coconut Chocolate Mousse
Warm Housemade Waffles — Berry Compote / Nutella

Pastries / Cookies / Cannolis / Fresh Fruit / Lemon Chiffon Cake
Chocolate Fondue - Dips - Marshmallows - pretzels - Strawberries

Adults: $55.00 per person + tax

Children (12 yrs and under) $30.00 per child + tax
Buona Pasqua!!

Douglaston Manor
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person, table of 10 - $900

To purchase tickets please fi ll in 
form below, or call Linda Lindenauer 

at (718) 260-4521

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: Linda Lindenauer

(718) 260-4521
Email: 

llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________   Address______________________________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________                                                       Email ____________________________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity _______   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX   Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____ Signature_______________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner 63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 10th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the Queens Impact 
Awards Gala Dinner

Leslie Ramos
James Regan

Maureen Regan
Felix V. Matos 

Rodriguez
Dr. David Rosenthal

Edwin Westley
Nadezhda Williams
Nantasha Williams

HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal
Lenny Banovez 
and Laura Frye

Barbara Bell
Giselle Burgess
Carmin Caterina
Brianna Ferranti
Henry Foster

Gabriel Gonzalez

Thomas Grech
Jukay Hsu

Amna Javid
Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
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vulnerable to school shootings 
and bombers through various 
technologies, including bul-
letproof glass and doors, lock-
down systems, barricades and 
auto locking systems.

“Enough is enough. Our 
children are under attack,” 
Barnwell said. “This com-
monsense legislation will 
bring together pertinent indi-
viduals to study the effective-
ness of different technologies 
that could be implemented in 
schools to eliminate and/or 
reduce casualties in a school 

shooter or bomber event. We 
cannot wait any longer for 
change. We must protect our 
children. If Congress will not 
act, the states must.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

fore they were assaulted. 
Kim said studies have 

shown that for-hire drivers, in-
cluding Uber and Lyft drivers, 
are 20 times more likely to be 
killed on the job than the aver-
age worker. New York is home 
to the country’s largest total 
number and concentration of 
taxis in the entire country, so 
Kim and fellow legislators ar-
gued that the state must take 
action to ensure the safety of 
its drivers. 

“This bill, which previ-
ously passed the Senate but 
languished in the Assembly 
extends protections already 
given to our bus and train op-
erators by making it a felony 
to assault drivers,” Kim said. 
“The surge in drivers and rid-
ers using apps like Uber and 
Lyft means we must move fast 
to protect those in danger. I 

urge my colleagues to take this 
bill up and protect the people 
whose work helps define the 
very character of our city and 
state.”

Bhairavi Desai, executive 
director of the New York Taxi 
Workers Alliance — which has 
a membership of 20,000 and 
represents more than 50,000 
taxicab drivers in New York 
— said he was proud to stand 
with Kim in support of this leg-
islation.

“In addition to the specific 
protections the Taxi Driver 
Protection Act provides, the 
passage of this act is a show of 
support for one of New York’s 
most visible immigrant work 
forces,” he said. “We call on the 
Assembly to pass this legisla-
tion and protect drivers across 
New York state.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

members and the tech com-
munity at the #HouseOfCode 
reception in April. The stu-
dents’ apps are eligible to be 
displayed for one year on the 
House of Representatives’ of-
ficial  website . Jashua, Arun 
and the other winners will be 
awarded $250 in Amazon web 
credits and a $100 Southwest 
Airlines gift card. 

Jashua and Arun won for 
“VIVID,” an app that helps 
users become more motivat-
ed and confident in fitness 
and health. The16-year-old 
students said they believe 
that with the high nationwide 
obesity rates, people need mo-
tivation to exercise, and their 
app motivates users to go to 
the gym.

Jashua and Arun said 
they were honored to win and 
that they were extremely ex-
cited to display their work on 
Capitol Hill next month. 

“We first entered the con-
test for fun, then got serious 
about creating an app that 
could make a difference in 
people’s lives,” they said in a 
joint statement. “We brain-
stormed ideas for many hours, 
put our creativity to the test, 
and came-up with an app to 
help people be fit and healthy. 
We’re thankful that our hard 
work paid off and we are grate-
ful to have had the inspiration 
of our shop teacher Kathleen 
Kuntz, and others from a com-
peting team at our school.”

All apps were required to be 
original in concept, design and 
execution and were chosen by 
a panel of Queens judges who 
work within the academic, 
software and entrepreneurial 
fields. Jashua and Arun were 
selected as winners from the 15 
Queens students who entered 
Meng’s contest.

Other submissions includ-
ed games, apps that helped 
assist those with autism and 
helped women locate shel-
ters, among others. Everyone 
who entered the competition 
will receive a certificate of 
congressional recognition.

More than 4,100 students 
nationwide participated in 
the contest and over 1,270 
student-created apps were 
submitted. A total of 190 
members of Congress from 42 
states held contests in their 
districts.

Meng said she was ex-
tremely impressed by how 
Jashua and Arun used their 
creativity and scientific 
minds to create and develop 
their  app. 

“Their efforts illustrate 
the outstanding tech skills 
that exist among Queens stu-
dents and I salute their pas-
sion for technology and writ-
ing code,” she said. “ I look 
forward to welcoming them 
to Washington next month, 
and I applaud the talents of 
all the students who entered 
my competition.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

ride on the ‘Spring Mallard,’” 
she said.

Dromm, a former public 
school teacher at PS 199 in 
Sunnyside, could barely con-
tain his enthusiasm.

“Congratulations to the PS 
148 students who won the 2018 
NYC Ferry Vessel Naming 
Competition,” he said. “‘Spring 
Mallard’ is such a creative 
name for a vessel which will 
be known to millions of people 
who take the ferry each day. I 
join Deputy Mayor Glen in ap-
plauding all the work they and 
other students across the city 
put into this project.”

Last year, the NYC Ferry’s 

inaugural year, the system 
served nearly three million 
riders across four routes that 
are already in operation, in-
cluding Astoria and Rock-
away. At $2.75 a ride, and free 
transfers across the ferry sys-
tem, the cost is the same as a 
subway ride. 

The city’s Economic De-
velopment Corporation and 
NYC Ferry, operated by Horn-
blower, announced Monday 
they are hiring people for 
more than 75 new jobs, in-
cluding captains, deckhands, 
customer service agents, tick-
eting, operations and other 
positions. New Yorkers of all 
backgrounds and skill are 
welcome to apply directly at 
 ferry.nyc . With the expansion 
of two new routes this sum-

mer more jobs will become 
available.

“The expansion of NYC Fer-
ry not only helps us take advan-
tage of our city’s waterways to 
provide alternative transpor-
tation options to millions of 
New Yorkers, it is also creat-
ing new jobs with opportuni-
ties  for growth and a strong 
career path,” City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), the 
chairman of the Committee on 
Economic Development, said. 
“I encourage anyone interest-
ed in this field to apply to NYC 
Ferry and become part of a 
team that is bringing excellent 
service to our city.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Ferry names
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App winners
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Taxi drivers

Continued from Page 4 

Guns

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (c.) and Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen, in red, visit students at PS 148 in East 
Elmhurst who submitted one of 23 new ferryboat names: “Spring Mallard.” Courtesy NYCEDC

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Est. 1940

   

Amed Rosario got his 
first taste of life in the 
big leagues last season. 
Now, he’s looking to take 
the next step in his career 
and become a consistent 
contributor for the Mets in 
2018.

But what is a realistic 
expectation for Rosario 
this season? Can he become 
the star many expect he is 
capable of being? Or will 
he need more time to real-
ize his potential? Spring 
Training may not tell us 
the answer, but it can help 

give us some insight on 
what we can expect to see 
from Rosario this season.

In 2017, Rosario’s big-
gest weakness at the Major 
League level was his pa-
tience at the plate. He only 
walked three times in 170 
plate appearances, which 
translated to a .271 on-base 
percentage. He also struck 
out 49 times, or roughly 
30 percent of his at-bats. 
Those numbers need to im-
prove if Rosario, 22, is to 
become a star. 

Amed Rosario has the potential to make a big impact for the Mets this 
season. AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

The St. John’s baseball 
team dropped its third consec-
utive game, falling to Fairfield 
2-1 Tuesday afternoon at Jack 
Kaiser Stadium in Queens. 

The Johnnies’ pitching 
staff, led by starting pitcher 
Jeff Belge, performed well 
enough to win, but the team’s 
bats couldn’t break through 
as St. John’s fell to 9-7 on the 
season. 

Belge tossed four innings, 
surrendering four walks, three 
hits and two runs while strik-
ing out three. The Red Storm 
bullpen was stellar in relief of 
Belge, allowing just two base 
runners — one hit and one hit 
batsman — in five innings. 

But the offense could only 
put together five hits and three 
walks. 

Josh Shaw went 2-for-2 with 
a pair of singles and an RBI to 
lead the Red Storm. The per-
formance marks the fifth time 
Shaw has recorded at least 
two hits in a game this season. 
He also drew a walk and ad-
vanced a runner with a sacri-
fice bunt.

Fairfield (5-11) took an ear-
ly lead in the top of the second 
inning, using small ball to put 
a run on the board. The Stags 
rallied with a walk, a single, 
a sacrifice bunt, and an RBI 
groundout to take an early 1-0 
lead.

Fairfield added to its lead 
in the fourth with another 
small ball rally against Belge 

— a  walk, a single and a sac-
rifice fly put the Stags’ second 
and final run of the game on 
the board.

St. John’s answered back in 
the bottom of the inning, 

John Valente led off the 
inning with a single — which 
extended his hitting streak to 
19 games dating back to last 
season — and then stole sec-

ond. He looked like he would 
be stranded at second follow-
ing back-to-back strikeouts, 
but Shaw came up big in the 
clutch, driving Valente in with 
an RBI single to cut the John-
nies’ deficit to 2-1. 

Junior lefty Turner French 
entered the game in the fifth 
and recorded four terrific in-

Jeff Belge took the loss as St. John’s fell to Fairfield, 2-1.  
St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 64Continued on Page 64

What Mets can expect 
from Amed Rosario

Johnnies fall at home
St. John’s drops third straight with loss to Fairfi eld

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

 
 

 

nings in relief of Belge, fac-
ing the minimum 12 batters. 
He allowed just one runner to 
reach base on a hit-by-pitch 
in the sixth. French tossed 
49 pitches, 32 of which were 
strikes.

The Red Storm rallied in 
the bottom of the seventh, put-
ting the tying and go-ahead 
runs in scoring position with 
two outs, but were unable to 
push another run across the 
plate in the inning and went 
down 1-2-3 in the eighth. 

Joe LaSorsa pitched a 
scoreless ninth inning for 
St. John’s, maintaining his 
perfect ERA on the season 
through seven appearances.

Luke Stampfl led off the 
bottom half of the ninth with 
a single to left, sparking an-
other rally. Shaw added a 
single two batters later, but 
the Stags converted a double 
play to secure the 2-1 victory 
over the Johnnies. 

The loss comes after St. 
John’s dropped two of three 
games in a series at home 
against visiting UConn. The 
Johnnies won the first game 
of the series 14-4, but dropped 
the final two contests 1-0, and 
3-1, respectively. 

The Red Storm have 
struggled at home early this 
spring, playing to a 1-3 record 
at Jack Kaiser Stadium. But 
the Johnnies have seen suc-
cess playing away from home, 
compiling a 5-4 record as visi-
tors and a 3-0 mark in games 
played at neutral sites. 

“Last year my strike 
zone was way too big,”  Rosa-
rio said . “So I tried to put in 
a small one. Last year I was 
swinging at too many pitch-
es out through the zone. 
This year I want to stay 
with my plan, only swing at 
good pitches.”

In the minors, Rosario 
showed a better eye at the 
plate, posting a .336 on-base 
percentage across five sea-
sons. In 2016, he recorded a 
.374 OBP and followed that 
performance with a .367 
mark in the minors last 
season before earning his 
promotion to The Show. So 
it’s not like he’s incapable 
of being more patient at the 
plate. He just needs to prove 
he can do it at the big league 
level. 

Rosario has shown a 
small improvement in his 
plate discipline early in 
Spring Training. His on-
base percentage is up to 
.306 after his first 34 Spring 
Training at-bats. That 
number is still not great, 
but it’s better than his .271 
mark last season. He’s only 

walked one time, though, 
so there’s plenty of room to 
improve. 

Aside from his plate dis-
cipline, Rosario has had a 
solid Spring Training. He’s 
shown a knack for driv-
ing the ball, slugging four 
extra-base hits — three 
doubles and one home run 
— and driving in five runs 
thus far. 

He showed some power in 
his big league cameo in 2017, 
slugging four home runs in 
46 games, but he’s at his best 
when he’s driving the ball 
into the gaps. His best sea-
son came in 2016, when he 
recorded 42 extra-base hits 
— 24 doubles, 13 triples and 
five dingers — across two 
levels in the minors. When 
Rosario is right, the Mets 
can expect to see him find 
the gaps and use his speed 
to leg out extra-base hits. 

Rosario also needs to im-
prove his play in the field. 
He was charged with six 
errors with the Mets last 
season and 25 total if you in-
clude his minor league num-
bers. But he hasn’t made an 
error yet in Spring Train-
ing and has looked smooth 
at short.

If Rosario can provide 
consistently good defense, 

find the gaps and be more 
patient at the plate, he has a 
chance to become the Mets’ 
next great homegrown star. 
I wouldn’t count on Rosa-
rio putting it all together to 
start the season, but there’s 
no reason to believe he can’t 
become a valuable contribu-
tor for the Mets before the 
end of the season.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at 
zgewelb@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4539.

Continued from Page 63 

Mets

Rosario has showed improvement 
in the field throughout Spring 
Training. AP

Continued from Page 63 

St. John’s
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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community space, a lobby 
and offices.

Lewandowski launched a 
successful Kickstarter cam-
paign last month that raised 
$40,000.

“It was more than 400 dif-
ferent people, mainly fellow 
artists and neighbors that 
came through for us from $1 to 
$3,000,” Lewandowski said and 
while she has secured private 
grants for some of the work so 
far, Lewandowski will continue 
to network.

“It took nearly 2 1/2 years 
since we shook hands on the 
deal to actually become the 
owner and during that time 

many grants went to other or-
ganizations,” Lewandowski 
said. “It’s a very big state and 
there is a lot of competition.”

It was her knack for net-
working that created the op-
portunity to acquire the new 
space. Several years ago, Le-
wandowski accepted an invita-
tion to speak at a real estate at 
the now defunct Water’s Edge 
restaurant.

Real estate broker Alfonso 
Hollorman of Lee & Associ-
ates, was among the business 
leaders in attendance and 
heard Lewandowski speak 
of the importance of art and 
the pressures artists and cul-
tural institutions were under 
to fight for survival against 
the pressures of real estate 
in western Queens. The bro-
ker saved her business card. 

Then he learned a client, Rob-
ert Salerni, wanted to sell his 
former dye-making factory 
and specifically wished his 
building would be acquired 
by a local arts organization. 
Hollormon put Salerni in 
touch with Lewandowski.

“We had someone who want-
ed it to be a creative space. He 
knew exactly what he wanted 
it to be,” she said. “If he didn’t 
have that desire, his factory 
would have become just an-
other hotel. He stuck with us 
throughout the entire 2 1/2-year 
process, from the handshake to 
the contract,” she said. “He’s a 
very honorable person.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

ideas into successful busi-
nesses after they graduated 
from Jamaica FEASTS, a free 
entrepreneurial program at 
Central Library, located at 
89-11 Merrick Blvd.

New York City Economic 
Development Corporation 
selected the library as an in-
cubator for aspiring food en-
trepreneurs and the program 
launched in January 2017. 

Students in the 12-week 
program receive instruction 
from experts in the field and 
guest speakers, according to 
EDC spokeswoman Shavone 
Williams.

According to Williams, 
they get hands-on experi-
ence from the workshops, 
which include classes on 
business planning, time 
management, menu plan-
ning, customer service, 
food safety, hiring and 
more. 

Walker, who is from St. 
Albans, utilized those les-
sons and now sells West 
Indian cuisine and baked 
goods.

“Tress is known for her 
brownie bites and they are 
constantly craved around 
this office,” said Michael 
Maldonado, the Jamaica 
FEASTS Entrepreneurship 
counselor.

Walker came up with 
the idea for Mums in 2015 
and started her company in 
February, 2016 before she 
joined the entrepreneurial 
program.

“I live in a West Indian 
neighborhood and a lot of 
the women there are house 
cooks,” Walker said. “I 
wanted a place where there 
is a little kitchen where 
folks can come in and make 
what they cook and bake for 
their nationality… and sell 
the food that they make and 
make a profit for it.”

To date the women who 
work with Walker are from 
Guyana, Jamaica, Barba-
dos and Trinidad & Tobago. 
The self-taught baker is 
half Barbadian and half 
Trinidadian.

Despite starting a busi-
ness, she did not know how 
to go about getting the li-
censes that she needed to 
get it off the ground. 

“There are so many li-
censes for everything,” 
said Walker. “I am now 
under the cottage law li-
cense… and they helped 
me to get a license to do the 
temporary night markets 
and the different fairs.”

Through the program 
Walker also received help 
with sales tax information, 
pricing items and much 
more. 

“My favorite classes were 
advertising and one on how 
to price items for catering,” 
said Walker, who was told she 
was underselling her items. 

Kowalchuk is from Sun-
nyside and runs an artisanal 
ice cream business. 

“Tavia has captured the 
essence of ice cream,” said 
Maldonado.

Kowalchuk had an idea 
for Bliss six years ago and 
has been making her own ice 
cream at home for a decade.

“Ice cream is a very per-
sonal passion of mine,” Kow-
alchuk said. “I love combin-
ing flavors and I love making 
it for texture and consistency. 
I love the challenge of it.”

It wasn’t until the pro-
gram everything came to-
gether for her. 

“Jamaica FEASTS taught 
me about the different busi-
ness structures so I can 
choose between a self-propri-
etorship or an LLC,” Kowal-
chuk said. “They taught me 
all the things to consider 
when looking for a store-
front, how to negotiate rent 
and what kind of leases there 
were for a commercial estab-
lishment, and what are the 
health codes for an ice cream 
business.” 

Kowalchuk also learned 
about vending opportunities.

“To build my audience I 
sell my ice cream at street 
fairs and food festivals dur-
ing the summer,” Kowalchuk 
said. 

Her love of Queens and 
its diversity is inspiring new 
recipe ideas for her. 

“I love my borough and I 
love Sunnyside and I really 
want to contribute what is 
in my neighborhood,” she 
said. “One of my goals is to 
have ice cream flavors of 
the primary nationalities 
of the people who live in 
Queens.”

Both women are proud to 
have been in the program.

“If you have an idea or 
thought for a business and 
you are not quite sure how to 
get from Point A to Point B, 
Jamaica FEASTS is a great 
place to give you the guide-
lines and the stepping stones 
like Hansel and Gretel,” said 
Walker. 

“Every class was rivet-
ing,” Kowalchuck said. “I just 
ate up all the information.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

doors, make phone calls, and 
make sure Jessica Ramos is 
our state senator.”

The Peralta campaign 
fired back.

“Councilman Constan-
tinides knows very well that 
Senator Jose Peralta is a clear 
representation of New York 
values. His disregard for Sen-
ator Peralta’s commitment to 
the people he serves is a weak 
attempt to blind voters from 
the progressive achievements 
the senator has consistently 
brought to working people 
across this city,” Jennifer Bla-
tus, the Peralta spokeswoman 
for Queens, said. 

“As a first-generation Do-
minican-American and life-
long advocate, Senator Peralta 
has worked tirelessly for the 
progressive advancement of 

immigrants, labor unions and 
working-class New Yorkers. 
The senator has been on the 
front lines for workers to re-
ceive a living wage, for women 
to receive equal pay, improved 
education for our children, 
safe living conditions for 
public housing residents, 
and college financial aid for 
undocumented New Yorkers 
-- because everyone deserves 
a chance at the American 
dream,” she said.

 “As Senator Peralta con-
tinues to represent Queens in 
Albany, and work to pass pro-
gressive legislation like the 
DREAM Act and an on-time 
budget, Councilman Constan-
tinides should be concerned 
with the needs of his district 
and staying relevant to his 
own constituents.”

Ramos was a strong la-
bor activist who worked with 
Build Up NYC and served as 
a Democratic district leader 

from 2010 to 2014 before work-
ing in City Hall as the director 
of Latino Media. She lives in 
Jackson Heights with her hus-
band and two young sons, and 
like Constantinides, was once 
a Peralta campaign worker.

“As a mother of two, Queens 
native, and straphanger, I 
know our community needs 
better-funded schools, more 
affordable housing, and a 
subway system that actually 
works,” Ramos said. “This 
district’s current state sena-
tor empowers Republicans 
to block the DREAM Act, the 
Reproductive Health Act, and 
more. This campaign is mak-
ing it clear: we will not stand 
for Trump Democrats -- it’s 
time to send a real Democrat 
to Albany.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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City Councilman Costa Constantinides endorses Jessica Ramos in her primary challenge against state Sen. 
Jose Peralta. Constantinides previously endorsed Peralta before he joined the Independent Democratic 
Conference. Courtesy of Ramos for State Senate
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ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


