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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Friends and family are 
rallying to support a Flush-
ing family whose 2-year-old 
daughter faces a rare form 
of cancer. 

Zoey Gorman was diag-
nosed March 5 with Bilater-
al Wilms Tumor, which af-
fects only 500 people a year 
in the United States. Zoey’s 
parents, Ziklaly and Brian 
Gorman, took her to Cohen 
Children’s Medical Center, 
located in New Hyde Park, 
after she complained of ab-
domen pain. Doctors found 
a mass on her kidneys and 
she was quickly diagnosed 
and began treatment.

As of last week, Zoey is 
on her third round of che-
motherapy out of an expect-
ed 12 rounds and doctors 
are confident she will pull 
through and live a healthy 
life. 

Through all this, Zoey 

has remained strong and 
her spirits have been high. 
Her father said she is home 
and spending time with her 
older brother Kalem and 
with family.

“She is a fighter,” Brian 
Gorman said. 

A week after she was 
diagnosed, Zoey’s family 
stepped up to do whatever 
was necessary to provide 
care for their daughter. Bri-
an Gorman said while they 
were in the hospital, he and 
his wife were not thinking 
about cost of treatments, 
just about Zoey’s health. He 
said he did not learn about 
the  GoFundMe page  his sis-
ter started until a week af-
ter later. 

On March 9, Brian’s sis-
ter, Katie, started the “Zoey 
Warrior Princess Z” cam-
paign, which had raised over 
$$25,425 of its $50,000 goal  as 
of March 28. Brian Gorman 

PBA President Pat Lynch — a longtime Baysider — leads the march at the neighborhood’s first-ever St. 
Pat’s Day parade. An estimated 1,000 people lined the parade route down Bell Boulevard.  
See photos on Pages 30-31. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY MARK HALLUM

Members of FDNY cel-
ebrated the life and sacri-
fice of one of their own, Lt. 
Michael Davidson, after the 
15-year veteran who grew 
up in Queens was killed 
quelling a blaze in Harlem 
last week.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
in Manhattan was filled 
with mourners Tuesday 
as FDNY Commissioner 
Dan Nigro and Mayor Bill 
de Blasio extolled the Flo-
ral Park resident’s natural 
leadership abilities and 

talents as a firefighter with 
Engine Co. 69.

“Many nights Mike led 
his company into a fire to-
ward the danger, using his 
remarkable abilities and 
talents to extinguish the 
fire. On one occasion, in 
particular, very early in his 
career, with only two years 
on the job, he showed the 
incredible tenacity he pos-
sessed battling a growing 
third-alarm fire on mul-
tiple f loors. Mike pushed 
forward, crawling and inch-
ing room by room to knock 
down the fire on the third 

f loor,” Nigro said. “It was 
clear from the very begin-
ning of his career that he 
was special. He showed it 
that night, he showed it ev-
ery day of his 15 years of 
brave service. 

“Mike commanded every 
situation and led his fel-
low firefighters into battle. 
He wasn’t their captain, he 
wasn’t their lieutenant, but 
he was without question a 
leader.”

Davidson, 37, was post-
humously promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant since he 

Continued on Page 50

Community rallies to support 
Flushing girl battling cancer

Zoey Gorman, 2, was recently diagnosed with Bilateral Wilms Tumor.  
Courtesy of GoFundMe 
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BY MARK HALLUM

In light of the shooting at a 
high school in Parkland, Fla., 
which left 17 students dead, 
two Bayside-elected officials 
are asking the city Depart-
ment of Education to rethink 
its policy toward locking the 
front doors of schools.

The DOE requires school 
administrations to keep 
front doors unlocked, which 
state Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) and 
City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) say is a 
safety issue because it allows 
people to enter schools at 
their own discretion.

“Current DOE policy re-
quires that school principals 
keep the front door of their 
school unlocked during the 
day. This allows an individu-
al to enter the building before 
a determination can be made 
if they represent a danger 
or not. This deviates from 
the practice at many private 
schools where visitors must 
ring a bell and announce 
themselves before being per-
mitted entry,” Braunstein 
said. “Granting public school 
principals this same author-
ity to confirm whether or not 
an individual represents a 
threat before allowing them 

into a school could prevent 
dangerous incidents from 
taking place. It is a change 
we must consider.”

Vallone cited an incident 
where a suspicious man had 
entered PS 184 in Whitestone 
multiple times and kept be-
ing escorted out by security, 
calling it exhibit A for why 
the DOE should rethink its 
policy.

“When it comes to our 
students’ safety, we need to 
be proactive, not reactive, 
and principals should have 
the autonomy to decide when 
they think it is appropriate 
to pre-emptively lock their 
school entrances,” said Val-
lone. “Incidents like the one 
at PS 184 clearly show that 
our students are not as safe 
as we think and changes 
need to be made to make sure 
that they can learn and grow 
in the safest environment 
possible. This request is just 
the first step in a series of 
changes that must be made. 
This must remain our top 
priority from here on out as 
we lead the charge for safety 
in our schools.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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BY MARK HALLUM

A suspended MTA train 
operator has been sentenced 
to 26 years in prison for the 
road rage killing of a Forest 
Hills jeweler known for his 
high-profile clientele, ac-
cording to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Richard Buchter 
found Charles Jordan, 48, 
guilty after a two-week-long 
jury trialof first-degree man-
slaughter and felony for leav-
ing-the-scene in February. 

The death of Aron “Eric” 
Aranbayev came following a 
petty dispute in front of his 
71st Avenue and 110th Street 
home before Jordan backed 
his 2005 dark blue Dodge 
Magnum into the man, caus-
ing fatal head injuries, the 
DA said.

“Today’s sentence, im-
posed by the court, punishes 
the defendant for this vi-
cious act that arose out of a 
petty dispute,” Brown said. 
“This was a senseless death 
that could have easily been 
avoided.”

Aranbayev was known to 
cater to the rich and the fa-
mous, earning him the title 
of “Jeweler to the Stars.” A 
husband and father of four 
young children, Aranbayev 
was co-owner of Rafaello & 
Co. in the Diamond District 
of Manhattan where he had 
his own cadre of famous 
customers, such as Floyd 
Mayweather, Sean “Diddy” 
Combs, Alicia Keys and Ja-
mie Fox

He was getting out of a 
vehicle dropping him off at 
his home when Jordan, of 
Valley Stream, L.I., passed 
by at a high rate of speed, 
the DA said. When Aran-
bayev shouted at the driver, 
Jordan stopped the car and 
backed up.

During the dispute, Aran-
bayev and Jordan exchanged 
words before the defendant 
threw the car into reverse 
for a second time and struck 
the 40-year-old victim, who 
suffered skull fractures and 
brain injuries. Aranbayev 
died from his injuries at Ja-
maica Hospital the day fol-
lowing the incident

Jordan fled the scene, but 
was eventually picked up 
by police and charged with 
second-degree murder, first-
degree manslaughter, leav-
ing the scene of an incident 
without reporting a death 
and criminal possession of a 
weapon, the DA said.

“After weighing all the 
evidence, including video 

surveillance of the fatal en-
counter, the defendant was 
found guilt of manslaughter,” 
Brown said after the guilty 
sentence was handed down 
in February. “The defendant 
rammed a 1,000-plus pound 
vehicle into the victim and 
knocked him to the ground, 
where he hit his head.”

Jordan is a former MTA 
train operator on suspension 
and was apprehended about 
a week after the incident by 
the 112th Precinct’s detective 
squad and the Queens North 
Homicide Squad.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Charles Jordan was sentenced to 26 years in prison for fatally striking a 
Forest Hills resident and diamond dealer.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Killer gets 26 years Bayside pols propose 
locking school doors

Two Queens lawmakers are asking the DOE to reconsider a policy that 
prohibits staff from locking front doors of schools.

Driver who ran down “Jeweler to the Stars” sentenced 
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Koo introduces sidewalk smoking ban bill 
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new bill will make it 
illegal to smoke while walk-
ing on city sidewalks. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) last week 
introduced the smoking 
ban legislation, which aims 
to prohibit smoking while 
walking on all sidewalks 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Transporta-
tion and the Department of 
Parks and Recreation, in-
cluding sidewalks adjoining 
parks, squares and public 
places, pedestrian pathways 
through any park strip, me-
dian or mall adjacent to traf-
fic, and parking lots. 

Koo said that when smok-
ers walk down the street, 
they expose passers-by to in-
haling smoke. 

“In a perfect world, every 
smoker would have the self-
awareness to realize that 
smoking and walking down 
a crowded sidewalk sub-
jects everyone behind you 

to breathing in the fumes,” 
he said. “Unfortunately, 
we’ve all had the experience 
of getting stuck behind a 

smoker while walking down 
a crowded city sidewalk. If 
you want to smoke, stand off 
to the side. People can easily 

walk past you. But if you’re 
smoking and walking down 
the sidewalk, you’re forc-
ing the people behind you to 

breathe it in.”
If passed, this sidewalk 

ban would be just one of 
many smoking-related bills 
signed in New York City. It is 
already illegal to smoke in-
side city bars, parks and res-
taurants. Pedestrians caught 
smoking on sidewalks would 
face a $50 fine. 

Koo said the bill would 
enforce something that 
should already be common 
courtesy. 

“I’ve seen too many moth-
ers with strollers, and par-
ents holding hands with 
their children, walking be-
hind smokers who are blow-
ing clouds of smoke behind 
them,” he said. “We live in a 
city of over 8 million people, 
and we all share the same 
sidewalks. One person’s 
actions impacts everyone 
around them.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Cracking down on smoking on the street is the motive behind a new bill proposed by Flushing Council member 
Peter Koo.  Photo by Ben Margot/AP

Legislature would fi ne those who puff on the street under DOT, Parks Dept. jurisdicition
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BY BILL PARRY

Children with autism who 
are prone to wandering and 
seniors with Alzheimer’s 
disease and dementia will 
be provided with voluntary 
tracking devices and ex-
panded support services for 
their families after President 
Trump signed the $1.3 tril-
lion federal spending omni-
bus bill Friday.

 The massive bill includ-
ed “Kevin & Avonte’s Law,” 
which U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) first in-
troduced in response to the 
Avonte Oquendo tragedy in 
2014 when the mute autis-
tic boy walked past a school 
safety officer and through a 
door at the Riverview School 
in Long Island City in Octo-
ber 2013. Oquendo’s body was 
found on the shores of the 
East River in College Point 

more than three months lat-
er after an exhaustive search 
by his family and friends and 
thousands of volunteers from 
all over western Queens. A 
similar tragedy led to the 
2008 death of 9-year-old Kev-
in Curtis Wills in Iowa, after 
the boy slipped into the Rac-
coon River and drowned.

“Making voluntary track-
ing devices available to vul-
nerable children with autism 
or adults with Alzheimer’s 
who are at risk of wander-
ing will help put countless 
families at ease,” Schumer 
said. “After Avonte Oquendo 
ran away from school and 
went missing, I learned just 
how prevalent wandering is 
among children with autism 
and other developmental dis-
orders. Since Avonte’s tragic 
death, I’ve pushed Congress 
to pass Kevin & Avonte’s 

Avonte Oquendo bill
now signed into law

City tourism reaches high mark  
of 62.8 million visitors in 2017

BY GINA MARTINEZ

New York City attracted a re-
cord number of tourists in 2017 
despite negative rhetoric from 
the White House, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said. 

The city welcomed 62.8 mil-
lion visitors last year, up 2.3 
million from 2016, marking an 
eighth consecutive year of tour-
ism growth, according to the 
mayor and NYC & Company, 
the city’s official destination 
marketing organization. 

De Blasio said visitation for 
2017 was made up of 49.7 million 
domestic and 13.1 million inter-
national visitors, both record 
highs.

“We’re keeping our door to 
the world open,” he said. “Even 
with all the headwinds from the 
White House, we attracted a re-
cord number of visitors to our 
city. That’s a testament to the 

strength of our tourism sector 
and the values of our city.”

Beginning in 2017, NYC & 
Company launched two cam-
paigns: “New York City – Wel-
coming the World” and “True 
York City.” The campaigns were 
meant to help position New 

York as a must-visit destination, 
despite challenges in the geopo-
litical climate and changes in 
travel policies. 

The Supreme Court ap-
proved the Trump administra-
tion’s ban on travel from eight 
nations in December 2017.  Six of 
the countries – Syria, Iran, Ye-
men, Libya, Chad and Somalia 
— are majority Muslim nations, 
while North Korea and Venezu-
ela are also on the list.

Still, tourism last year grew 
3.8 percent overall from 2016, 
when New York City welcomed 
60.5 million visitors. Domestic 
visitation grew 3.9 percent, from 
47.8 million visitors in 2016 to 
49.7 million in 2017. Internation-
al travel increased by 3.4 per-
cent, from 12.7 million visitors 
in 2016 to 13.1 million in 2017.

NYC & Company President 
and CEO Fred Dixon said their 

BY GINA MARTINEZ 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) blasted the Trump 
administration’s decision to 
include a question regarding 
citizenship on the 2020 US 
Census. 

The administration’s ac-
tion was made following a 
request by the Justice Depart-
ment, which suggested that 
the question be reinstated in 
an attempt to better enforce 
the Voting Rights Act.

“The decision to add this 
question without any testing 
at this late stage is deeply 
troubling and reckless,” Meng 
said. “Asking respondents if 
they are citizens will likely 
decrease response rates in im-
migrant communities, and as 
a result produce an inaccurate 
and incomplete count that will 
impact the distribution of fed-
eral resources, and the num-
ber of Congressional districts 
that each state receives.”

At least 12 states — includ-
ing New York — announced 
their intention to sue the 
Trump administration in an 
effort to block the decision to 

add the citizenship question 
on the grounds that it violates 
the Constitution and would 
lead to fewer Americans par-
ticipating in the census. 

“New York City is joining 

Attorney General Schneider-
man’s lawsuit to stop Presi-
dent Trump from this unprec-
edented move to politicize the 
census,” Mayor de Blasio said 
Tuesday. “A fair and accurate 

2020 count is constitutionally 
mandated to ensure political 
power and resources remain 
with the people – where they 
belong. President Trump’s de-
cision puts our amazing city 

of immigrants in jeopardy 
and threatens federal fund-
ing for infrastructure, health 
care and public safety in New 
York.”

Queens is the nation’s most 
ethnically diverse county, 
where nearly half of the resi-
dents are foreign-born.

Meng said that she believes 
immigrants may choose to not 
take part in the survey due to 
the inclusion of the question.

“Many immigrants who 
are fearful of deportation un-
der the current administra-
tion will simply choose to not 
participate in the census out of 
fear that the information they 
provide will be used against 
them,” she said.

Meng questioned and ex-
pressed concerns to Com-
merce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
during an Appropriations 
Subcommittee hearing March 
20, reaffirming her opposition 
to the Justice Department’s 
request to add a citizenship 
question to the census. 

“But unfortunately, the sec-
retary decided to add this mis-
guided question. I am deeply 

Congresswoman Grace Meng questions Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross on the 2020 Census.  
Courtesy of Meng’s office

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 
that tourism in the city reached 
an all-time high in 2017.  

Photo by Robert Cole

Pols blast Trump on census question
New York one of 12 states planning to sue administration over adding query on citizenship

Continued on Page 45Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

A Muslim community in 
southeast Queens may be 
able to find some semblance 
of closure after a Brook-
lyn man was convicted in 
Queens Supreme Court last 
week in the 2016 murder of 
an imam and his friend, ac-
cording to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown. 

After a three-week trial 
Oscar Morel, 37, could be fac-
ing life in prison for shoot-
ing Imam Maulana Akonjee 
and Thara Uddin in Ozone 
Park on Aug. 13, 2016 as they 
were walking home follow-
ing prayers at the Al-furqan 
Jame Masjid Mosque in the 
afternoon, Brown said.

“I am hopeful today’s 
verdict will bring some 
closure to the family and 
many friends of the two men 
killed,” said Brown.

Akonjee and Uddin were 
clerics in the Bangladeshi 
Muslim community, accord-
ing to a representative of the 

Council of American-Islamic 
Relations.

“Maulana and Thara 
came to this country in 
search of a better life.  In-
stead they found Mr. Morel’s 
hatred,” said CAIR Execu-
tive Director Afaf Nasher. 
“Nothing can ever replace 
what Mr. Morel took from us, 
but this verdict helps show 
that this city will never ac-
cept this sort of heartbreak-
ing violence.”

After a three-week trial 
it took the jury one day to 
find Morel, a former janitor 
at The New School, guilty of 
first-degree murder, second-
degree murder and criminal 
possession of a weapon. 

“This was a senseless act 
of gun violence in the middle 
of the afternoon and carried 
out in a close-knit neighbor-
hood filled with families and 
children,” Brown said. “The 
defendant’s actions caused 
immeasurable grief – not 
only to the victims’ families, 
but the slaying struck at the 

heart of the Muslim commu-
nity of Queens.”

During a press conference 
earlier this month before the 
verdict, CAIR  released sta-
tistics that anti-Muslim hate 
crimes , harassment and dis-
crimination increased by 74 
percent in 2017 after Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s elec-
tion into the White House. 
In 2016 there was on average 
3.22 hater crimes per month 
and in 2017 there were 19.15 
hate crimes per month. 

There was video surveil-
lance from near the scene of 
the shooting that captured 
Morel leaving a black Chevy 
Trailblazer and walking, 
then running towards the 
scene of the crime before 2 
p.m., according to trial re-
cords.

The actual murder was 
off-screen, but the surveil-
lance footage also showed 
Morel running back to his 
SUV.

After Morel f led the scene, 

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The Mayor’s Office of Im-

migrant Affairs presented its 
first report last week, and de-
spite the upheaval within the 
city’s immigrant population 
due to shifting policies from 
the White House, Queens 
remains the biggest bastion 
for immigrants of varying 
statuses.

In a city that is home to over 
3.1 million immigrants, nearly 
1.1 million reside in Queens, 
according to figures in the 2018 

MOIA report.
Figures from the report de-

pict Queens as the home to the 
most naturalized immigrant 
population, the most undocu-
mented immigrants and the 
most Green Card holders and 
individuals of other status. 

Brooklyn follows closely 
behind in terms of immigra-
tion population, with nearly 1 
million foreign-born residents. 
The Bronx has a little over 
500,000, Manhattan has fewer 
than 500,000 and Staten Island 

Queens: most immigrants

Rockaway economy on the rise, 
but challenges remain: DiNapoli

BY MARK HALLUM

Business is booming in the 
Rockaways following Super-
storm Sandy, but there is still 
much work to be done by those 
who have returned to the pen-
insula after the disaster, a new 
report from state Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli says.

DiNapoli celebrated the op-
timistic results of the report, 
which showed record employ-
ment and business sales, with 
elected officials who represent 
the 10 neighborhoods compris-
ing the Rockaways on March 
23.

“People are returning to 
the Rockaways because it’s a 
great place to live,” DiNapoli 
said. “With record job growth, a 
newly rebuilt boardwalk along 
the Atlantic Ocean that attracts 
millions of visitors, and several 
economic developments projects 
in the pipeline, the Rockaways 
are coming back. Today’s report 
shows how far the Rockaways 
have come, but it also highlights 

the challenges that remain.”
What are some of these chal-

lenges?
The report said transporta-

tion is still a major obstacle for 
residents who experience some 
of the longest commute times 
in the city, averaging about 52 
minutes. Although ferry service 
launched by the city, which is 
slated for expansion, has proven 
to be popular and a new Select 

Bus Service route offers anoth-
er alternative, the subway still 
remains largely unreliable.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) said even 
though the economic end of the 
report is bright, homeowners 
are still having issues in the re-
building process as well.

“Residents are increasingly 
active in communities through-
out the peninsula and some 
businesses are growing at levels 
higher than before the storm, 
but more still needs to be done,” 
Addabbo said. “Too many hom-
eowners are having difficulties 
with the rebuilding process, and 
transportation to and from the 
peninsula can be arduous for 
residents. Even with these hard-
ships, the future for the Rock-
aways is a bright one, and even 
brighter if we work together.”

Private sector jobs in 2016 
blew the prior 2011 record out 
of the water by 400 with about 
14,900 people employed in the 
Rockaways and remained 

Elected officials joined state 
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli 
to unveil his economic re-
port on the Rockaways. 

Courtesy of DiNapoli’s office/Twitter

Queens is made up of nearly 1.1 million immigrant residents. 

Continued on Page 24Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45

Oscar Morel, 37, faces life in prison after being convicted in the 
2016 murders of a Muslim cleric and his assistant in Ozone Park. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Guilty of imam murder
Brooklyn man shot Muslim clerics in Ozone Park
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Forest Hills criminal defense attorney indicted
BY BILL PARRY

A Forest Hills-based crimi-
nal defense attorney was in-
dicted along with three others 
Monday for allegedly making 
false statements.

Scott Brettschneider, 61, 
was charged in Brooklyn fed-
eral court with conspiring to 
fabricate a letter to get a client 
released from prison early in 
order to receive drug reha-
bilitation, according to federal 
prosecutors.

A two-count indictment was 
unsealed, charging Brettsch-
neider, also known as “Mighty 
Whitey,” Charles Gallman, 
Richard Marshall and Reginald 
Shabazz-Muhammad with con-
spiring to make false statements 
and making false statements to 
the United States Bureau of 
Prisons. They were arraigned 
in Brooklyn federal court before 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Steven 
M. Gold, although Shabazz-Mu-
hammad is still at large.

“The defendants, includ-
ing a practicing attorney, 
participated in a scheme to 
gain a narcotics trafficker’s 
early release from prison by 

falsely informing the Bureau 
of Prisons that he was a can-
didate for a drug rehab pro-
gram,” U.S. Attorney Richard 
P. Donoghue said. “This office 
and our law enforcement part-
ners are committed to ensur-
ing that the resources to fight 
drug addiction go to the people 
who need them, not the drug 
dealers who put poison on 
our streets and who deserve 
to serve the entirety of their 
prison sentences.”

According to the federal in-
dictment and detailed in-court 
filings, Brettschneider repre-
sented Marshall, who was sen-
tenced to 36 months in prison 
for distributing cocaine in 2014. 
Brettschneider, Gallman and 
Shabazz-Muhammad, who are 
both from Queens, wrote a letter 
to the Bureau of Prisons falsely 
recounting Marshall’s history 
of substance and alcohol de-
pendence in order to gain entry 
to the BOP’s Residential Drug 
Abuse Program. An inmate who 
is accepted into and successfully 
completes the program is poten-
tially eligible to receive a year 
off his or her sentence.

“Petitioning to send a 

known drug dealer back on to 
our streets before his sentence 
is served, and providing false 
documentation to prove he’s 
eligible for early release, is a 
reckless prospect that risks 
the well-being of society as a 
whole,” FBI Assistant Director-
in-Charge William F. Sweeney, 
Jr. said. “Drug addiction is a 
serious issue that deserves the 
appropriate response from all 

those involved. We won’t stand 
for anything less.”

The letter was signed by 
Shabbaz-Muhammad, who 
claimed to be Marshall’s treat-
ment provider, but he was later 
found to be Brettschneider’s as-
sistant, court filings showed. 
Court-authorized wiretaps re-
vealed the defendants talking 
to Marshall on a smuggled cell 
phone in prison, discussing 

what the letter should state to 
ensure Marshall’s acceptance 
into the program.

Gallman predicted it would 
“knock a year off his sentence” 
and doubted that the BOP would 
be “scrutinizing it that much.” 
As it turned out, the BOP did 
scrutinize it, and requested 
that Marshall submit progress 
reports of his past treatment, ac-
cording to court filings.

The charges contained in the 
federal indictment stem from 
an investigation conducted by 
the Queens District Attorney’s 
Office.

“Integrity is the foundation 
of our criminal justice system,” 
Queens DA Richard Brown said. 
“These allegations go to the 
core of that foundation and are 
prejudicial to the administra-
tion of justice. The charges send 
a strong message to those who 
would undermine that integrity 
that they will be held account-
able. No one can be allowed to 
‘fix’ any part of a case.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Forest Hills-based attorney Scott “Mighty Whitey” Brettschneider 
(r.) is indicted along with three other men for allegedly making 
false statements about a client’s drug use, federal prosecutors say. 

Photo by Bebeto Matthews/AP
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FLIP

We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_3-30-18

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Sale
Dates

Mar
Fri.

30
Sat.

31
Mar

Sun.

1
Apr

Mon.

2
Apr

Tues

3
Apr

Wed

4
Apr

Thurs.

5
Apr

$199
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted 
(Excludes: Sensibles &
For Tots Fruit Juice)

Mott’s
Apple
Juice

Ocean Spray
Cranberry
Juice
Cocktail
2/$4
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: 100% Juice)

2/$5

10.3-11.3 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: Organic & Decaf) 

Chock full o’Nuts
Coffee

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

$399

12 Oz Can
Regular, Hot Chili or Onion

Libby’s
Corned
Beef

$299 4/$5

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 4.

Oreo
Cookies

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

6.8-26.5 Oz Pkg 
Assorted

(Excludes: Pies, Single Serve & Any Items 
Priced Over $6.99 Normal Retail)

Entenmann's
Full Line
Sale!

4/$4 MIX &
MATCH!

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted 
Fresca, Dr. Pepper, Minute Maid, 
(Excludes: Fanta, Fuze, Barq’s 
& Seagram’s)

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 1 Offer. Must Buy 4.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Coke or Sprite
2 Liter

Capri Sun
Drinks

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack
Assorted
(Excludes: Super V & Organic)

2/$4
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

$999$1299
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Budweiser,
Bud Light, 
Coors or Miller
18 Pack

YOUR
CHOICE!

216 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

$14.99
- $5.00

$ 9.99

Original Price

Mail In Rebate

Final Price
After Rebate

YOUR
CHOICE!

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

Heineken or 
Amstel
12 Pack

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

3/$10

Gatorade
Sports
Drinks

32 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

5/$5

30 Fl Oz Jar
Assorted

$299

Hellmann's
Mayonnaise

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase.
Limit 2 Offers.

10.75 Oz Can
Regular Chicken Noodle or

5/$4

Campbell's
Tomato
Soup

With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 5.

$599

122.5-150 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Arm & Hammer
Laundry
Detergent

20 Roll Pack 1,000 Sheets or
30 Roll Pack Extra Soft

15 Roll Pack ... Mega Choose A Size

24 Double Roll Pack ... Ultra Care
��������Bath Tissue

��Scott Paper Towels

��Cottonelle Bath Tissue

YOUR
CHOICE!

StarKist
Solid White
Tuna

5 Oz Can ... In Water, In Oil or
Low Sodium In Water

4/$5

$299

59 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted 
Trop50 Juice or Pure Premium: Grapefruit or

Tropicana
Orange
Juice

Bumble Bee
Alaska
Pink
Salmon

14.75 Oz Can

2/$5

Town House
Crackers

9-13.8 Oz Box
Assorted

2/$4
With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Ajax
Laundry
Detergent

20 Ct Pkg Fresh Linen Toss-Ins
or 50 Fl Oz Btl Regular 
or With Bleach

2/$4

$499
lb. Sliced To Order

$599
lb. Sliced To Order

$899
lb. Sliced To Order

$399$799
lb. Sliced To Order

McCadam  
Muenster
Cheese

Boar's Head
Virginia
Ham

Rare
Roast 
Beef

Apple
Pie

Homestyle 22-24 Oz Pkg ... 8" Baked
Coconut Custard, Apple Crumb or
Regular or No Sugar Added

Hot
Cross
Buns

12 Oz Pkg

$399

Perdue
Turkey
Breast

Gold
Bunny
Cake

8.5 Oz Pkg ... 5 Inch
With Coconut

$599

YOUR
CHOICE!

Citterio
Prosciutto
di Parma

$499
¼ lb. Sliced To Order

Farm Raised 2 Lb Bag ... 31-40 Count Per Lb 
Peeled & Deveined

2 Lb Bag ... 21-25 Count Per Lb 
Peeled & Deveined

Farm Raised
Previously Frozen

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon 
Fillet

AquaStar
Raw
Shrimp

AquaStar
Raw 
Shrimp

Tilapia
Fillet

$799
lb.

$1299

$1499$399
lb.

Fresh ... Whole
Bone-In ... Pernil

Pork
Shoulder

99¢
lb.

USDA Choice ... Fresh
Whole Regular Style or 
Butt Portion

American
Leg of
Lamb

$399
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Cook's
Smoked
Ham

Bone-In
Shank Portion

99¢
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

$1499
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Kellogg’s
Special K
Cereal

10.5-12.6 Oz Box Peach Berry, Coconut Almond or 
Raspberry Almond Nourish or 
10.8 -13.1 Oz Box Assorted 

With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

2/$5

2/$4
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Nabisco
Crackers

2/$4

Assorted:
����������	
�����������
��������	
����������
��������	
��������	��������
����������	
�#��'������

MIX &
MATCH!Ritz

Crackers

7.5-15.2 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Fresh Stacks, Munchables,
Bits or

Libby’s
Vienna
Sausage

4.6 Oz Can ... Regular,
Chicken or BBQ Chicken

10/$6

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

$299 YOUR
CHOICE!

�������	
�	��������*�����+�//�
�����	
�;��<�=���*�����
���>�	
�?�����#�����*�����
�����	
�#��'��#����@�
�����	
�K��Z<�*���@�

General Mills
Cereal

Canada Dry 
or Sunkist
2 Liter

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted 7UP, 
A&W, Country Time, Sunny D, 
Squirt,Tahitian Treat or 
(Excludes: Pennsylvania Dutch 
Birch Beer)

4/$4 With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4. 

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

MIX &
MATCH!

3/$10 MIX &
MATCH!

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Pepsi or
Mountain Dew
12 Pack

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted 
Lipton, Mug, Crush, Schweppes, 
Hawaiian Punch, Mist Twst,

$1099
Final Price

 $12.99
- $2.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase.

Limit 2 Offers. 

2/$6

9-13 Oz Bag ... Assorted

15.5 Oz Jar 
Assorted

10-15 Oz Jar 
Assorted

��Tostitos
  Tortilla Chips

��Salsa

��Dips

$14.99
- $2.00

$ 12.99

Original Price

Mail In Rebate

Final Price
After Rebate

Carnation
Evaporated
Milk

12 Fl Oz Can
Regular, Low Fat or 
Fat Free

5/$5

$149
lb.

Bone-In

Cook’s
Smoked
Spiral
½ Ham

$899
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

20 Lb Bag
Long Grain White or Parboiled

Carolina
Rice

Chef Boyardee
Pasta

14.5-15 Oz Can ... Assorted 
Jumbo, Overstuffed, 
Big or Regular
(Excludes: Whole Grains)

5/$5

MIX &
MATCH!

Corona or 

Modelo 
12 Pack

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

12 Oz Negra Btls or
Especial: Btls or Cans

With Mail-In Rebate. With Mail-In Rebate.

Post
Honey Bunches 
of Oats
Cereal

28 Oz Box ... With Almonds or
Honey Roasted

$499

5/$5 5/$5 5/$10

9-10 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Broccoli Spears)

12 Oz Bag
Assorted As Available

Birds Eye
Plain Select
Vegetables

Key Food
Steamable
Vegetables

Hot Pockets
Sandwiches

9 Oz Box ... Assorted 
Lean or

2/$6
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Breyers
Ice Cream

1.5 Qt Cont ... Assorted 
Dairy Desserts or

Stouffer’s
Classics

8.38-12.75 Oz Box ... Assorted 
French Bread Pizza,
Simple Dishes or

4/$10

Good Humor
Ice Cream
Bars

16-18.4 Fl Oz Pkg
Assorted Cones,
Sandwiches or

2/$6
With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Pecan
Pie

8" Baked

$499
ea.

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

$199
lb. Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More

Rib
Steaks

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In

$799
lb.

Oscar Mayer
Bacon

12-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399

USDA Choice Beef
Sold As Roast Only
Bone-In

With Club Card & Add'l $25 Purchase. Limit 1 Offer.
*First Cut Priced Higher*

Center Cut
Rib
Roast

   $7.99 lb

- $2.00 lb

Sale Price

Club Card Savings

$599
lb. Final Price

Fresh

Giorgio
Gourmet
���	
��
Caps

2/$5

6 Oz Pkg
White or BrownBroccoli

Crowns

99¢
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Seeded Red Globe or
Red, Green or Black

Welch’s
Seedless

Grapes

$199
lb.

Fresh
Blackberries

$199

6 Oz Cont

Seedless
Red

Watermelons

Personal Size

$299
ea.

Granny Smith
Apples

99¢

Washington State
Extra Fancy

lb.

Giorgio
White
Mushrooms

16 Oz Pkg ... Value Size
Sliced or Whole

2/$5 59¢
lb.

Sweet
Potatoes

US #1
North Carolina

Goodness
Gardens
Organic
Herbs

$199

.75 Oz Pkg
Assorted Grape

Tomatoes

Dry Pint Cont

4/$5

Tasti-Lee
Tomatoes

2/$5

16 Oz Pkg

Green Giant
White
Potatoes

5 Lb Bag ... US #1
All Purpose

$199

Glory Foods
Power Essence
Greens

$199

�����	
�+Z�
  Collard, Kale, Mustard & Turnip
�����>��	
�+Z�
  Chard, Kale & Spinach
���`�	
�+Z�
  Collard, Kale & Turnip

Sunions
Sweet
Tearless Onions

$199

3 Lb Bag ... US #1
8.4-14.4 Oz Bag ... Chopped:
Bacon & Bleu, BBQ Ranch, Caesar,
Chipotle & Cheddar, Greek,
Sesame Asian or Sunflower Crunch or
Southwest, Spinach & Cherry Almond,
Country Ranch, Ultimate Caesar,
Endless Summer, Pomegranate or Poppy Seed

Dole
Salad Kits

2/$5 MIX &
MATCH!

Earthbound Farm
Organic
Salads

$299

5 Oz Clamshell
Assorted
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BREAKING NEWS

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of LaGuardia 
Community College students 
stood shoulder to shoul-
der with the trailblazers of 
the borough’s LGBTQ civil 
rights movement Monday af-
ternoon for the opening of a 
new exhibit called “The Lav-
ender Line: Coming Out in 
Queens” located in the col-
lege’s historic Hall of Flags 
in Joseph Shenker Hall. 

Curators from the La-
Guardia and Wagner Ar-
chives drew from the person-
al files of City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who started the 
Queens Pride Parade — the 
first LGBTQ-rights parade 
to take place in one of New 
York City’s outer boroughs.

The inaugural parade 
in 1993 drew only 10,000 
marchers, but when it steps 
off on its 25th anniversary 
parade in June, it will like-
ly have closer to 50,000, as 
it is now the second largest 
pride event in the city each 
year.

“Having an exhibit like 
this, having the parade that 
we have in Jackson Heights 
fights back against our 
worst enemy — invisibility,” 
Dromm said. “Fighting back 
against invisibility is still 
the biggest obstacle facing 
the LGBTQ community.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
also contributed materials 
from his archive, having 
marched in the first Queens 
Pride Parade in 1993 as a 
representative of the Gay, 
Lesbian and Bisexual Alli-
ance that he began while a 
student attending St. John’s 
University.

“There was something 
deeply special about march-
ing in Queens in the borough 
I grew up in,” Van Bramer 
said. “This parade in Queens 
saved lives. There is no doubt 
in my mind that there are 
people living amongst us to-
day, young LGBT folks who 
were thinking of commit-
ting suicide and didn’t think 
they could be loved. But they 
went to this parade and saw 
all of these proud openly gay 
(people) and it changed their 
lives forever.”

City Council Speaker 
Corey Johnson (D-Manhat-
tan) attended the opening of 

“The Lavender Line: Com-
ing Out in Queens” and he 
grew emotional as he walked 
the hallway, reading the cap-
tions on all of the photos and 
remembering back to when 
he was 16 and was captain of 
his high school football team 
25 miles north of Boston.

“I came out because I was 
so despondent and clinically 
depressed and suicidal that I 
felt if I did not talk about it, 
if I did not talk about how I 
was feeling, if I did not ver-
balize the identity struggle 
I was going through, that 

I wasn’t going to survive,” 
Johnson recalled. “As soon 
as I came out, I tried to un-
derstand the history; the 
people who came before me; 
what laid the foundation. I 
learned about the struggles 
the community faced.”

When he moved to New 
York City, he became friends 
with Dromm and Van Bram-
er when they were com-
munity organizers “before 
they made history as the 
first gay elected officials 
from Queens.” Johnson said 
the exhibit is not just about 

LGBT history, but the histo-
ry of the city and America.

“I stand on the shoulders 
of the folks whose photos 
are hanging on these walls,” 
Johnson said. “It’s our job to 
continue to tell our stories 
and inspire young people to 
know their history and am-
plify the voices of the people 
that have made this happen. 
This exhibit is beautiful.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Council Speaker Corey Johnson (c.) is flanked by City Councilmen Jimmy Van Bramer (l.) and Daniel Dromm (r.), two trailblazers of the borough’s 
LGBTQ civil rights movement. Photo by Emil Cohen/New York City Council

Exhibit celebrates Queens Pride Parade
A quarter century of borough’s LGBTQ activism on display at LaGuardia Community College

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer points to a photo of himself marching 
in the Lavender Line back in 1993 at the inaugural Queens Pride Parade. 

Photo by Emil Cohen/New York City Council

A photo exhibit showcasing 25 years of the Queens Pride Parade in 
Jackson Heights opens at LaGuardia Community College. 

Photo by Emil Cohen_New York City Council

LaGuardia Community College stu-
dents were amazed at the history 
on display. Photo by Bill Parry
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-355-9675

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional

POLICE 

Blotter

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Last week another woman came 
forward to accuse Hollis hip-hop 
mogul Russell Simmons of allegedly 
raping her and causing her emotion-
al distress in a civil suit asking for 
$10 million in damages. 

Attorney Albert Douglas Mas-
troianni filed the lawsuit in Los An-
geles Superior Court on behalf of his 
client who wanted to remain anony-
mous as “Jane Doe.” 

In the suit, the former New Jer-
sey resident said that she recently 
moved to L.A. with her elementary 
school-aged son, who was a fan of 
artists from Def Jam, Simmons’ mu-
sic label. 

Def Jam has produced music by 
performers such as Jay Z, Kanye 
West, Public Enemy, Beastie Boys 
and Queens artists like LL Cool J, 
Run-DMC and 50 Cent. 

In her suit Jane Doe said that af-
ter she took her son to a rap and hip-
hop concert , Simmons noticed them 
in the crowd and invited them back-
stage to meet artists. 

After the meet-and-greet she 
dropped her son at home with a 
babysitter and he allegedly invited 
Jane Doe to an after party at the 
now defunct Clarion hotel and then 
the Coco Palms nightclub. 

Simmons then allegedly tricked 
her into coming to his hotel room at 
the Clarion by saying that he had to 

retrieve an item there and invited 
her.

Despite her reluctance, Simmons 
allegedly said he was not interested 
in a sexual relationship with her 
because he was dating a famous 
model. 

Once in the room, Simmons al-
legedly locked the door shut behind 
her and said, “I am going to f--k you 
or I’m going to f--k your son. You de-
cide.” 

Jane Doe said she was shocked 
and felt threatened by Simmons and 
what he could do to her son and al-
leged that he threw her on the bed 
and raped her. 

In the suit filed by Mastroianni, 
at least one person witnessed the 
alleged victim leave the hotel room 
in tears and Jane Doe told several 
people about the assault at the time 
that it happened. 

The suit said, “Jane Doe did not 
consent to any sexual contact with 
Simmons” and that his “conduct was 
malicious and oppressive, justifying 
an award.” 

The names of eight of his previ-
ous alleged sexual assault victims 
were also mentioned in the suit as 
an indication of his history as an al-
leged predator. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Another accuser has come forward alleging hip-hop mogul Russell Simmons — pictured 
here at a Queens College conference on “ethnic understanding” — with sexually forcing 
himself on her.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Simmons again accused of sexual assault
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 Managing incoming calls and customer service inquiries
 Generating sales leads that develop into new customers
Identifying and assessing customers’ needs to achieve 
satisfaction

 Prepare product or service reports by collecting and 
analyzing customer information

 Contribute to team effort by accomplishing related results as 
needed

 Manage large amounts of incoming calls
 Generate sales leads
 Identify and assess customers’ needs to achieve satisfaction
 Build sustainable relationships of trust through open and 
interactive communication, answer billing questions, and 
discuss insurance coverage and questions with customers.

Hours have some flexibility but are generally 9:00-4:00pm.
Starts immediately.  After 90 days insurance benefits are available.

Interested candidate should kindly send resume to 

Please contact Bryan Zaremba at 

State Farm Insurance is looking for a good 
and competent customer service rep.

He/She must be able to posses below responsibilities

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

An open letter to Commissioner Garcia
I am writing with concerns 

about overcrowding at the Queens 
1 district garage.

the Department of Sanitation 
has parked its trucks on 35th Av-
enue between 12th and 24th streets. 
These trucks remain double-
parked throughout the day, block-
ing cars and fire hydrants, releas-
ing noxious gases and oils into the 
community, and creating traffic 
and health hazards.

Because of the idling trucks, 
there is often no street cleaning 
service on the north side of 24th Av-
enue — a municipal service taxpay-
ers are owed.

A representative of my office 
conducted a site visit to the area 
on the morning of Feb. 1 and wit-
nessed no fewer than 20 trucks 
parked along 35th Avenue. She also 
observed a sinkhole in front of 12-

35 35th Ave. that had been unable 
to be repaired by the Department 
of Environment Protection due to 
the garbage trucks blocking the 
roadway. She was told during the 
visit that the conditions caused by 
DSNY trucks have been a problem 
for over 10 years.

While I was pleased to learn 
that DSNY has made plans to rec-
tify this situation by moving these 
trucks to a site near Luyster’s 
Creek, I am concerned that this 
plan is not being implemented until 
May 2018 — an eight-month delay 
from the administration’s initial 
promise of September 2017. I ask 
that the DSNY make any and all ef-
forts to expedite this process to get 
these trucks off residential streets 
as soon as possible. Additionally, I 
am requesting a copy of the license 
agreement for this site for the re-

view of my office.
Finally, I am happy that Mayor 

Bill de Blasio has pledged $142.6 
million in capital funding for a 
new facility to relocate the Queens 
1 district garage to a larger site. 
However, with the population in 
northwestern Queens expected 
to continue to grow in the coming 
years, we can only assume that the 
need for sanitation infrastructure 
will increase with it.

Can you share your plan as to 
how this project will accommodate 
short- and long-term sanitation 
needs within the community, and 
any other plans to address addi-
tional sanitation concerns in CB1 
Queens?

Letitia James
Public Advocate 
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 It’s time for fair fares.
More than half of the City Council — 35 members, 

including eight from Queens — have asked City Council 
Speaker Corey Johnson and Finance Chairman Daniel 
Dromm to make commuting easier for low-income New 
Yorkers with discounted MetroCards.

The Council members sent a letter to Johnson and 
Dromm — a city councilman in western Queens — in 
response to Mayor Bill de Blasio’s preliminary FY 2019 
budget asking them to make a change as commuting 
costs continue to rise. 

“We write to support the inclusion of discount Met-
roCards for New Yorkers below the poverty line, or Fair 
Fares, in the Council’s response to Mayor de Blasio’s 
preliminary fiscal year 2019 budget,” the letter reads. 
“Access to our subways and buses is a basic economic 
necessity for New Yorkers, who rely on transit to get to 
work, school, doctors’ visits, and essential services. Yet a 
report by the Community Service Society found that one 
in four low-income, working-age New Yorkers cannot af-
ford a MetroCard.”

What good is a public transportation system if com-
muters can’t afford to take advantage of it?

We should follow the lead of our Council members 
— including Adrienne Adams (D-Jamaica), Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria), Barry Grodenchik (Oakland 
Gardens), Peter Koo (D-Flushing), Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest), I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans), Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) and Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) — and push for fairer fares.

The mayor stated in his State of the City address that 
he wanted New York to become one of the “fairest” cities 
in the nation. Fair can mean several things. In this case, it 
should mean reasonable commuting fares that are afford-
able for everyone, including low-income New Yorkers. 

This push should not come as a surprise to de Blasio. 
In fact, he proposed putting $250 million on the table for 
half-priced MetroCards for 800,000 New Yorkers in 2017. 
But he made it contingent on the passing of his million-
aires tax, which was designed to fund the MTAfor re-
pairs and fare reduction. It needs to go through Albany 
for approval, while the fair fares initiative would not.

The two movements shouldn’t go hand-in-hand. You 
can move ahead with the discounted MetroCard plan 
without the millionaires tax. And if the city can’t fund 
this on its own, then there should be a greater effort 
made to obtain funding. 

The speaker has supported fair fares in the past and 
should continue to do so. Maybe that would pressure de 
Blasio to take action sooner rather than later, taking a 
burden off hardworking commuters who can’t afford 
regularly priced MetroCards.

It’s a move that’s been long overdue. 
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MTA should restore original Freedom Ticket plan
The Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Authority’s “Freedom 
Ticket” program is gearing up 
to become a broken promise 
that represents a classic bait-
and-switch on Queens.

In a transit desert like 
Queens, residents greatly rely 
on buses and the Long Island 
Rail Road to get around.

The problem is that New 
York City buses - at $2.75 a ride 
- are notoriously unreliable 
and overburdened. The LIRR, 
while more predictable and 
time-efficient, is often cost-pro-
hibitive at $10.25 for a one-way 
peak ticket between southeast 
Queens and Penn Station.

Enter: The Freedom Ticket.
First proposed in 2015 by 

the New York City Transit Rid-
ers Council, the plan calls for 
a discounted, one-way, $6.50 
fare for about a half-hour ride 
between six Queens LIRR sta-
tions (Rosedale, Laurelton, Lo-
cust Manor, St. Albans, Hollis 
and Queens Village) and either 
Penn Station in Manhattan or 
Atlantic Terminal in Brook-
lyn.

It’s a great idea, and holds 
much promise. Many - myself 
included - endorsed the plan, 
and were pleased when the 
MTA, with much fanfare, an-
nounced over a year ago that 
it was poised to implement a 
pilot version of the Freedom 
Ticket concept. It was meant 
to determine whether lower-
ing the LIRR fare would not 
only increase LIRR ridership, 
but assist in alleviating over-
crowded trains on the E and F 
subway lines. 

Then recently, and rather 
quietly, the MTA began dis-
cussions to revise the plan by 
totally omitting Penn Station 
from the pilot.

Instead - and much to 
Queens’ dismay - they suggest 
that those who partake in the 
Freedom Ticket pilot from 
southeast Queens go only to the 
Atlantic Terminal in Brook-
lyn. From there, LIRR riders 
are forced to take the subway 
into Manhattan. By excluding 
the Manhattan option on the 
LIRR, as was originally pro-
posed as the pilot, that’s easily 

an additional 30 to 45 minutes 
each way on top of the existing 
commute.

So what would this mean 
in terms of transportation op-
tions for the families of south-
east Queens?

Say you’re going to Mid-
town from Rosedale during the 
morning rush hour. You could:

A) Spend 30-60 minutes 
driving by car and possibly pay 
a $5.76 toll each way (we won’t 
even discuss the parking once 
you get into Manhattan);

B) Cough up $10.25 for a 
37-minute ride into Penn Sta-
tion;

C) Take the Q5 or Q85 bus 
from virtually the first stop 
to the last stop at Parsons and 
Archer, then hop on the E train 
for a 60-90 minute commute 
into Penn Station, OR;

D) Get a $6.50 one-way Free-
dom Ticket for a 37-minute ride 
to the first stop in Brooklyn, 
then transfer to the subway for 
an additional 30-minute ride 
to Penn. That’s, of course, on a 
rare good day when the trains 
are actually running nearly on 

time.
It’s not an ideal choice for 

any commuter. “Freedom” be-
comes a misnomer.

Let’s be clear about the 
purpose of the Freedom 
Ticket. It’s to offer the LIRR 
to commuters as a more vi-
able, attractive mass transit 
option that saves riders both 
time and money, which would 
in turn help alleviate conges-
tion on the roads and in the 
subways

Instead, the MTA is trying 
to sell riders an inferior fare 
option that would add at least 
an hour to their round-trip 
daily travel in exchange for 
saving a few bucks. Who - if 
they had a choice - would even 
entertain that? Anyone’s time 
is worth more than that.

The Freedom Ticket is not 
about charity. Queens resi-
dents should not be expected 
to “take what we can get,” cer-
tainly not in a global city like 
New York. It is a pilot specifi-
cally to determine the effects a 
fairer LIRR price would have 
on the LIRR and the subway.

At a time when there is 
broad citywide agreement on 
the need to relieve congestion 
and prioritize public trans-
portation, we must make ev-
ery concerted effort to make 
transit options more equitable 
and much more viable.

Watering down the Free-
dom Ticket pilot program does 
nothing to achieve this goal. 
Eliminating Penn Station 
would simply create a subop-
timal choice and set the pilot 
program up to fail.

The MTA Board may vote 
during its meeting this week 
on whether to begin the dilut-
ed Freedom Ticket pilot. 

Together, with my col-
leagues in government from 
Queens, we are urging the 
MTA to restore the original 
Freedom Ticket plan by keep-
ing Penn Station in the pilot. 
For the transit desert that is 
Queens, anything short of 
that would be mere lip service 
to change.

Melinda Katz

Canadian newsprint is not the enemy — tariffs are
Every day at the News Me-

dia Alliance headquarters, a 
stack of newspapers arrives 
for myself and the staff. But 
with the Department of Com-
merce and the International 
Trade Commission currently 
considering tariffs on Cana-
dian newsprint, those days of 
screen-free reading could be 
coming to an end.

The fact that newsprint is 
being threatened is the work 
of one newsprint mill in the 
Pacific Northwest, NORPAC. 
In August 2017, NORPAC pe-
titioned the United States 
Department of Commerce 
to begin applying tariffs to 
newsprint imported from 
Canada, claiming the import-
ed paper was harming the 
U.S. newsprint industry. But 
NORPAC is not acting in the 
best interests of newsprint 
consumers or the U.S. paper 
industry at large — they are 
acting in their own interest 
and no one else’s.

The buying and selling of 
newsprint has always been 
regional without regard for 

the border. Consumers of 
newsprint — from newspaper 
and book publishers to tele-
phone directory manufac-
turers — tend to buy news-
print in their region, close 
to their printing operations. 
The printers who typically 
utilize Canadian newsprint 
are those in the Northeast 
and Midwest, where there 
are currently no U.S. mills 
operating.

But those regions are not 
newsprint deserts because of 
unfair trade by Canadian pa-
per mills. Rather, newsprint 
mills shut down or converted 
to producing other, more 
profitable paper products 
when the demand for news-
print fell, something that has 
been happening steadily for 
decades. Since 2000, the de-
mand for newsprint in North 
America has dropped by 75 
percent.

But affordable Canadian 
paper has helped keep the 
printed news alive and flour-
ishing well into the 21st cen-
tury. With new tariffs, many 

smaller newspapers will feel 
their belts tightening. The 
combination of preliminary 
countervailing and anti-
dumping duties increases the 
cost of imported newsprint 
by as much as 32 percent, and 
a number of newspapers have 
already experienced price in-
creases and a disruption in 
supply. If the International 
Trade Commission and the 
Department of Commerce 
make these tariffs perma-
nent in the coming months, 
it could lead some small local 
publishers to cut their print 
product entirely — or even 
shut their doors.

Some, like NORPAC, may 
argue that by imposing du-
ties on Canadian imports 
we’re saving American jobs 
and boosting our own econo-
my, but while that may some-
times be true for other indus-
tries, the opposite is true of 
newsprint.

What we’re seeing with 
the newsprint tariffs is not 
a government acting to try 
to better the economy for its 

citizens. Instead, it is “politi-
cal arbitrage” by one private 
investment group — where 
they are effectively looking 
to use the U.S. government 
to tax local and community 
newspapers across the Unit-
ed States in order to bolster 
their own bottom line.

When considering wheth-
er to take NORPAC’s claims 
seriously, the Department 
of Commerce excluded input 
from U.S. newsprint mills 
owned by Canadian compa-
nies — specifically Resolute 
Forest Products and White 
Birch. Excluding manufac-
turers who, during the pe-
riod of investigation, had 
three functioning newsprint 
mills in the U.S. because 
they have sister mills in Can-
ada shows an unwillingness 
to understand the borderless 
newsprint industry and the 
restructuring that has taken 
place in recent decades.

If the tariffs on Canadian 
newsprint are allowed to 
stand, we’re not only risk-
ing a centuries-old relation-

ship with our neighbors to 
the north, but we’re putting 
our own U.S. news industry 
in jeopardy. While the big 
national and regional papers 
may have less trouble finding 
the funds to keep their print 
editions coming, we could 
see small publishers lose 
footing, and those tiny local 
papers are some of the most 
vital members of our news 
community. Under the right 
conditions, those papers can 
find a way to maintain their 
footing, but if the newsprint 
industry can’t support them, 
those communities will be-
come news deserts, and that’s 
a future none of us want.

We may not be able to save 
the entire industry by keep-
ing tariffs off our paper, but 
we can keep it thriving while 
we re-position ourselves for 
the years to come. Having af-
fordable newsprint will help 
us do that.

David Chavern
President & CEO 

News Media Alliance
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Susan B. Anthony said 
in 1897, “There will never be 
complete equality until wom-
en themselves help make laws 
and elect lawmakers.” 

Thanks in part to Antho-
ny’s life work and that of her 
fellow suffragettes, American 
women now have the power 
both to vote and serve as law-
makers. Yet more than 120 
years later Anthony’s dream 
of complete equality has not 
been realized, because of the 
profound disparity in repre-
sentation between men and 
women in elected office.

Over my nine years as a 
member of the New York City 
Council I saw the number of 
women in the Council decline 
from a high of 18 in 2009 to its 
current number: 11. 

Why should New Yorkers 
care about the underrepresen-
tation of women in the city’s 
legislature? My experience in 
the Council serving on the gov-
erning team that oversees the 
spending of your tax dollars is 
perhaps the biggest reason. 

The city’s budget is over 
$85 billion and the Council 
has oversight over nearly 130 
different government offices 
and agencies and more than 
200,000 employees. How this 
money is spent and these criti-
cal resources are managed re-
flects the make up of the city’s 
elected officials. When over 78 
percent of the Council’s mem-
bers are men, the male point of 
view dominates the discourse 
in the halls of government, 
even though a majority of New 
Yorkers—52 percent—are 
women.

Fortunately, there is a new 
awareness across the nation 
that women will not be equal 
until they have equal say in the 
most important decisions that 
affect their lives. One reason 
for this awakening is the elec-
tion of a president who revels 
in his misogyny, has bragged 
about sexually assaulting 
women, and continues to show 
contempt for women in office, 
filling his cabinet with the 
highest percentage of men of 

any president since George W. 
Bush in his first term.

To do my part locally in the 
fight for complete equality, I 
co-founded the 21 in ’21 Initia-
tive, a nonpartisan effort that 
aims to achieve gender parity 
in the New York Council.

While this goal is ambi-
tious, it is attainable mainly 
because of two factors: term 
limits and the city’s public 
matching fund system. 

In 2021—the year of the 
next Council elections—36 of 
the Council’s 51 seats will be 
vacant because of term limits. 
Without an incumbent office 
holder, these seats are much 
more winnable, particularly 
for a candidate who has spent 
years preparing to run. That’s 
why nearly four years out from 
Election Day, we’re already 
building the infrastructure 
and recruiting the candidates 
we’ll need to accomplish our 
mission of electing at least 21 
women to the Council in 2021.

The best part of New York 
City’s electoral system is that 

you don’t have to be rich or 
have wealthy friends to be-
come a successful candidate. 
That’s because the city’s Cam-
paign Finance Board matches 
every dollar donated to your 
campaign up to $175 at a $6-$1 
ratio, turning, for instance, a 
$10 donation into $70. This sys-
tem empowers women from 
every neighborhood and every 
background to step up and vie 
to represent their community 
in the Council.

The main reason that more 
women aren’t elected offi-
cials is that far fewer women 
become candidates. Studies 
show that when women do 
run, they win at a compara-
ble rate to men. While there 
are several factors that deter 
women from running, a large 
one is that women aren’t gen-
erally brought up in a way that 
inclines them to self-select as 
candidates the way men do. 

I grew up in a woman-led 
household, in which my moth-
er made the decisions for our 
family. She was a leader in 

her community and an elected 
member of the local school 
board. She instilled in her 
daughters the belief that serv-
ing in public office was the 
noblest of professions. I was 
lucky to have a mentor like my 
mother.

It is this model of strong 
mentorship that is at the 
core of the 21 in ’21 Initiative. 
We have already built a top-
notch network of mentors to 
strengthen and support female 
candidates.

21 in ’21 is here for the wom-
en ready to become the future 
leaders of our city, but all New 
Yorkers must contribute for 
Susan B. Anthony’s dream to 
become a reality. From the vot-
ing booth to our block associa-
tions, and our political clubs 
to our community boards, we 
must all demand equal repre-
sentation now.

Elizabeth Crowley
Co founder and Chair of 21 

in’21

Demand more women lawmakers in city gov’t

COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspaper 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history.

In 1937, the nation was still 
in the grip of the Great Depres-
sion, a period in our history 
where the economy all but col-
lapsed and one in four workers 
was unemployed.

President Franklin 
Roosevelt, who the public 
elected to turn things around, 

spent four years trying to get 
Congress and the Supreme 
Court to support his efforts to 
revive the economy. His pro-
gram, dubbed the “New Deal,” 
faced severe opposition.

The president attempted 
a controversial maneuver by 
“packing” the Supreme Court 
with six hand-picked judges. In 
Queens, he had the backing of 
John Clancy, president of the 
powerful Vincent Quinn As-
sociation of Whitestone, who 
said, “It is desirable that this 

court be responsive to some 
degree to the more progres-
sive and enlightened thought 
in this country in its attempts 
to remedy existing social and 
economic ills.”

FDR’s bold move failed. 
Clancy later became borough 
president of Queens from 1959 
to 1962.

Mayor Fiorello H. La Guar-
dia chose Gracie Mansion as 
the mayor’s official residence 
in 1942. Before that time, he 
spent summers in different 
parts of the city. In March 1937, 
the mayor’s office announced 
that this summer, City Hall 
was to be in Queens, fulfilling 
a promise he made the previ-
ous July when the summer 
City Hall was in Pelham Bay 
Park in the Bronx. 

On March 11, 1937, the 

Board of Education approved 
plans for Astoria’s new Wil-
liam Cullen Bryant High 
School. It would cost $2.325 mil-
lion and house 4,120 students. 
Credit for the new school went 
to Queens board member and 
Rego Park resident Mrs. Jo-
hanna Lindlof, who earnestly 
argued for more than three 
hours at a city hearing that 
Astoria’s growing population 
warranted a new school.

On March 3, under a head-
line touting the latest building 
boom in Queens, City Council 
President William Brunner 
asked for immediate action 
to increase mass transit in 
the borough. He announced a 
program to extend the Queens 
Boulevard subway from Jamai-
ca to Bellrose with a spur down 
Van Wyck Boulevard to South 

Ozone Park, and another exten-
sion to the Far Rockaways. 

He discussed expanding 
the Flushing subway to Bay-
side with a branch north to 
Whitestone and College Point. 
And finally, the construction 
of a south Queens line link-
ing the borough with the Ful-
ton Street system in Brooklyn 
was also suggested. Brunner 
pointed out that only 25 square 
miles, or less than a quarter 
of Queens’ 115 square miles, 
had adequate mass transit. By 
way of comparison, more than 
50 percent of the Bronx and 
Brooklyn had elevated or sub-
way service.

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit  astorialic.org . 

Roosevelt, the rails and more in 1937 Queens

READERS WRITE

Contact the newsroom: 718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Receive a free estimate, 
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FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.
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Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
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Energy savings year-round.
Increase your comfort and help lower your energy bills with insulating 
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Your Legs Deserve 
Our Attention

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

Take the first step toward healthier, more comfortable 
legs. Learn why your legs are having issues and what 
treatment options make sense. 

As common as they are, varicose veins should not be 
ignored. They are the symptom of a vascular disease that
may get worse if left untreated. Fortunately, our board-
certified physicians are prepared to help with the latest
technology.  Today’s treatments are minimally invasive, 
safe and highly effective.ffff

Call 1-855-434-4719
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare
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Recognized by American Medical Association   |   Members of the American College of Phlebology
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Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

Take the first step toward healthier, more comfortable 
legs. Learn why your legs are having issues and what 
treatment options make sense. 

Call 1-855-434-4719
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare
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CALL TODAY! 844-621-4863

SWITCH TO DISH & GET:

$50
Gift Card!

(Courtesy of Satellite Deals)

FREE
Premium Channels!

for 3 mos.

FREE
Installation!

(up to 6 rooms)

EXPIRES SOON:

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Queens lawmakers celebrated 

Martin Van Buren High School 
making its way into good financial 
standing as it was taken out of re-
ceivership this month and will no 
longer be on the list of schools slated 
for closure after investment in pro-
gramming, technology, and physical 
upgrades.

City Councilman Barry Groden-
chik (D-Oakland Gardens) acknowl-
edged the Queens Village school’s 
strong historical track record for 
excellence by producing two Nobel 
Laureates, professor Alvin Roth, 
who received the 2012 prize in eco-
nomic sciences, and Frank Wilczek, 
who won the physics prize in 2004, 
since it was founded in 1955.

“Martin Van Buren High School 
has produced two Nobel Award win-
ners, and under the leadership of 
Principal Sam Sochet, we are work-
ing together to bring the school back 
as a strong and vibrant educational 
institution in our community,” Gro-
denchik said.

Van Buren received a grant from 
the state for 2015 through 2018 to 
launch a program providing tablets 
to students to complete and turn in 
homework on a daily basis, obtain 
large format monitors using Google 
Classroom as well as providing on-
line texts with Rosetta Stone, myON 
and Scholastic Read.

Dermot Smyth, Queens’ political 
action coordinator for the United 
Federation of Teachers, said the 
organization had pushed for the 
school to remain open by bringing 
in the right resources. According 
to Smyth, the UFT does not believe 
in closing schools since investment 
is the key to making a successful 
school.

“Today was a good day for our 
schools in the area. Martin Van 
Buren High School is now in good 
standing and is no longer a prior-
ity school. It is important to invest 
in these children to assure that they 
are given the proper tools and skill 
set to soar in the next generation. 
We will continue to make sure that 
every child thrives and succeeds in 
this community,” state Assembly-
man Clyde Vanel (D-Queens Village) 
said.

In December, the state Depart-
ment of Education made the an-
nouncement that Van Buren High 
was also in good academic stand-
ing and would be removed from the 
Priority School List, which gives 
schools three years to improve in 
English Language Arts and math-
ematics. The state also requires 
schools to have a 60 percent gradu-
ation rate.

From 2014-2015 Van Buren’s grad-
uation rate was 55 percent, but as 
of the 2016-2017 school year, it had 
risen to 67 percent.

“I want to commend Principal 
Sam Sochet, the NYC Department 
of Education and the leadership at 
Martin Van Buren High School for 
making the school a top choice for 
students and parents. I have wit-
nessed Sam Sochet’s dedication 
and belief in his administration 
throughout the years since he began 
his tenure as principal at Van Bu-
ren, and I thank all the students and 
parents who have been in support of 
the school from the very beginning,” 
state Assemblyman David I. Weprin 
said.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Van Buren HS now 
in ‘good standing’
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Transit Workers Mourn 

St. Clair Ziare 
Richards Stephens

Paid for by TWU Local 100, Tony Utano, President

The 43,000 men and women of Transport Workers Union Local 100 mourn the tragic death of Trackworker 
St. Clair Richards Stephens, 23, killed on the job March 20, 2018 in service to the City of New York.

Transit workers are on the job 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to provide New York City with its most 
essential service. We toil in tough, dirty, dangerous conditions both above and below ground. 
TWU Local 100 strives to insure the safety of this valiant workforce, yet the incredibly dangerous 
jobs we do continue to take its toll on the men and women of New York City Transit.

We ask that the millions of New Yorkers who take public transit every day 
recognize ��������	
��������������������������������������	
���	���
�

Sammuel McPhaul
7/17/01 Chris Bonaparte

8/8/02

Joy Anthony
11/21/02

Kurien Baby
11/22/02

Janell Bennerson
1/18/03

Harold Dozier
12/14/04 Barrington Garvey

4/20/05

Marvin Franklin
4/29/07

Lewis G Moore
12/1/05

Daniel Boggs
4/25/07

Transit Workers killed on the job since 2001

Edwin Thomas
12/01/08

William Pena
2/12/14

Louis Gray
11/3/16
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LANDSCAPE
DESIGN • INSTALL • MAINTAIN

The spring will be here
before you know it! 

Contact us now for all of
your landscaping needs including

spring clean-up, lawn care programs,
seasonal color, and much more.

FREE SPRING CLEAN-UP
with a new 1 year maintenance agreement

JB Landscaping
New York State Certified Landscape Professional

Contact Us Today!
1.347.545.2667

Jlandscaping2000@aol.com

Rent bill advances in state Legislature
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
A rental subsidy bill cham-

pioned by state Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) and state Sen. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx) advanced in both 
houses of the state Legislature 
last week. 

The bill will appropriate 
$15 million to help keep strug-
gling families and individuals 
out of the shelter system and 
help those who are already in 
temporary housing get closer 
to finding a more stable living 
situation.  

“After nearly two years of 
working on creative and prag-
matic ways to stem the tide 
of homelessness in New York 
state, I am proud to say that 
I believe this is the first step 
towards truly and effectively 
helping our homeless popula-
tion,” said Hevesi, who is the 
chairman of the Committee on 
Social Services. 

Shelly Nortz, the executive 
director of the non-profit Co-
alition for the Homeless, also 
helped create the plan.

Coalition for the Homeless 
provides both facts and solu-

tions for New York City’s home-
lessness crisis on its website. 

As of January, there were 
63,101 homeless people through-
out the city, including 23,309 
children in the shelter system, 
according to the coalition. 

Before the bill can move 
forward to be a part of the 2018 
to 2019 New York State Budget 
it must undergo a three-way 
budget negotiations with the 
Senate, the Assembly and Gov-
ernor Andrew Cuomo, accord-
ing to Hevesi spokesman Doug 
Forand.

Forand said if there is an 
agreement the governor would 
have to resubmit a budget bill 
and then members of both 
houses have to amend it.

If all goes well a pilot pro-
gram would be in the city and 
possibly Monroe, a county in 
upstate New York, according 
to Forand. After a few years 
a study will depict how well a 
fair market rent level subsidy 
works to help homeless folks 
or those facing eviction obtain 
and retain stable housing, said 
Forand. 

The program would have 
state supervision, local ad-

ministration, and local social 
services (HRA/DHS in the 
city and DSS in Monroe Coun-
ty) would decide how to imple-
ment the initiative either di-
rectly, through contractors or 
both, said the spokesman. 

Earlier this month, De-
partment of Social Services 
Commissioner Steve Banks 

met with Borough President 
Melinda Katz at Borough Hall 
in Kew Gardens to discuss the 
homeless situation in Queens. 

Over 10,500 people in 
Queens were housed in shel-
ters, including 8,731 who are 
from the borough, Banks said.  

He blames the increase in 
homelessness on the Great Re-

cession. Banks said that the 
rate of homelessness increased 
across the city by 38 percent 
from 2011 to 2014, while rent 
went up by 18.4 percent from 
2005 to 2015 as wages incre-
mentally increased byONLY  
4.8 percent in the same 10-year 
period.

“If you have rent exceeding 
incomes, you’ll have homeless-
ness,” he said.

In Queens there are 69 
homeless shelters. There are 
28 traditional permanent shel-
ters, while 41 are hotels that 
are fully rented or semi-rented 
out by the city, which house 
nearly 5,000 people, according 
to Banks.

Banks estimated that the 
rental assistance program 
would keep 70,000 families or 
individuals in their homes.  

“This new subsidy will 
give recipients a life-changing 
opportunity towards self-suf-
ficiency and stability,” said 
Hevesi. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi’s rent subsidy bill has advanced in both 
houses of the state Legislature.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
Serving Nassau

Queens & 
Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy
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e 1

10

*
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ORDER NOW FOR EARLY INSTALLATION

*Discount on new in-stock fencing purchases of $1500 or more with installation, not valid on prior purchases. Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  
Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for 

omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

CALL NOW

Best Wishes 
for a Joyous Passover
and a Happy Easter

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 4, 2018!
Deadline May 1, 2018

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person,

table of 10 - $900

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 7, 2018

 

 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 10th, 2018
6pm–10pm

HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal

Lenny Banovez and 
Laura Frye

Barbara Bell
Giselle Burgess
Carmin Caterina
Brianna Ferranti
Henry Foster

Gabriel Gonzalez
Thomas Grech

Jukay Hsu
Amna Javid

Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
Leslie Ramos
James Regan

Maureen Regan
Felix V. Matos Rodriguez

Dr. David Rosenthal
Edwin Westley

Nadezhda Williams
Nantasha Williams

BY MERLE EXIT

People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals gave an unfriendly welcome to 
the UniverSoul Circus last Friday on its 
opening night in Jamaica.

PETA protesters greeted the crowd 
as patrons entered the gates at Roy 
Wilkins Park to encourage them to 
boycott the circus for its treatment of 
animals.

One protester dressed up in an el-
ephant costume with a face of tears and 
a sign that read “UniverSoul: End Cruel 
Acts to Animals.”

John Di Leonardo, an anthrozoolo-
gist and president of Long Island Or-
chestrating for Nature who manages 
PETA, stood beside the “elephant” hold-
ing a bullhook, a sharp heavy baton 
with a hook used to train the animal.

“I have seen past shows where the 
elephants are doing cruel tricks. These 
instruments are used to intimidate 
and threaten the animal into perform-
ing,” Di Leonardo said. “A lot of these 
tricks that elephants do in the circus 
are confusing to them and many times 
painful.”

UniverSoul declined to comment on 
PETA’s allegations, instead relaying its 
Animal Rights Policy Statement.

“The UniverSoul Circus believes 
that all animals are entitled to humane 
treatment and should never be mis-
treated or abused in any way. All our 
animal vendors are subject to regula-
tion by federal, state, and local animal 
welfare authorities.  We care about 
the well-being of each of the animals 
that travels with and performs in our 
shows, and we regard all of them as val-
ued members of our performing cast 
delivering high quality, family friendly 
entertainment that brings joy, happi-
ness and laughter to audiences around 
the world.” 

Di Leonardo said that one of the 
leading causes of death for elephants 
are foot infections, which could occur 
when elephants are unable to roam 
around, instead rocking back and 
forth, as well as standing on their hind 
legs and lying in unnatural positions 
often used in circuses. 

You won’t see trainer Larry Carden 
actually applying the bull hook to the el-
ephant’s body or view the holes in their 
ears, but Di Leonardo said that just the 
sight of the bullhook can trigger the fear 
of what comes from not being obedient.

“You may notice that when they set 
up a photo shoot for the kids to have 
their picture taken with the elephant, 
Carden carries the bull hook but tends 
to keep his hand over the hook so that it 
is not in the public’s view. They want to 
disguise it and make it look as if it is a 
baton just used for ‘show’.”

Di Leonardo said that Carden was 

once arrested for allegedly shoving the 
bull hook into the mouth of an elephant 
when she wouldn’t walk off the stage. 

He also talked about the tigers that 
are seen spinning in their cages.

“Although the tigers are not pres-
ently touring in New York, they are in 
Florida. Children would run kicking 
and screaming if they knew how these 
animals were threatened with bull-
hooks and whips,” he said. “Parents 
would never bring them to the circus 
if they knew about the history of these 
exotic animals that have attacked 
their trainers and escaped from the 
circus.”

Di Leonardo said UniverSoul has had 
several zebra escapes in recent years.

“There are definitely public safety 
violations, in addition to animal welfare 
violations that we are concerned with.”

He said PETA is not protesting the 
circus itself, just UniverSoul’s alleged 
treatment of the animals.

“We are encouraging UniverSoul to 
concentrate on their willing human per-
formers who can retire when they want 
to. They could have a phenomenal show 
if they just took out the animals and we 
would support it,” he said. “The future 
is animal-free.” 

 Asked for comment about Peta’s 
complaint about UniverSoul, the AS-
PCA issued a general statement saying 
it “rejects the claim that there is edu-
cational value in seeing wild animals 
perform unnatural or dangerous be-
haviors, as well as the claim that large, 
wild animals such as elephants, bears, 
lions and tigers can be trained without 
cruelty to perform these behaviors.” It 
contended that many of these animals 
suffer from extended confinement and 
being on the road.

Di Leonardo said PETA will contin-
ue to protest outside UniverSoul perfor-
mances.

The show is heading to Brooklyn’s 
Floyd Bennett Field next month.   

PETA protests UniverSoul 
on circus’ opening night

John Di Leonardo, an anthrozoologist and 
president of Long Island Orchestrating 
for Nature, which manages PETA, stood 
beside this elephant holding a bullhook 
in protest of UniverSoul Circus.  

Photo by Luis Zapata
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Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 

has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 

students for 56 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for 

everyone.  Programs are offered for PreK through high school.  Each 2-week session 

provides the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals 

in their specifi c fi eld direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday 

through Friday, from 9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. 

Buses leave our campus at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all 

four sessions.  Door to door transportation is included in the tuition fee of our 

programs for those who wish to use it.

Try the Nature and Outdoor Discovery program; so popular last year it’s sure to 

be an early close out! The perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the great outdoors. 

Activities may include hiking, fi shing, archery, crabbing, camping/survival skills, 

zip-lining, & other adventures.  There are many other great programs offered as 

well.  Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Baseball, Dance, Robotics and Engineering; just 

to name a few.  Check the website:  LuHiSummerCamps.org for a complete listing 

of all programs and descriptions.  

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House April 29th.  Come meet the Directors and see 

the facility.  Spin the K98.3 prize wheel and enter to win a free session of camp.  

Give your child a summer to remember!  

LuHi. . .Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

 

Suggested contribution for meals. Breakfast $1.00 Lunch $1.50. Transportation Fee $2.00  
JSPOA CARES is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health

Jamaica Service Program 
for Older Adults, Inc.
92-47 165th Street, Jamaica, NY 11433
Tel. (718) 657-6500  Fax. (718) 657-6756

Are you taking care of someone with 
Alzheimer’s  or dementia such as family 

member, spouse, or friend?  

Do you find yourself helping with daily tasks 
and concerned for their care? 

If you answered YES, it means you are a 
CAREGIVER!   

We offer the support and resources to alleviate the responsibility of caring 
with the demands of work and other family obligations. 

Free Services
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Queens Council on the Arts 
has an open call for a new art resi-
dency at LaGuardia Airport’s Ma-
rine Terminal A, which will come to 
a close next Thursday.

QCA is collaborating with the 
Port Authority of New York & New 
Jersey for the ArtPort Residency, 
which will select four Queens-based 
artists throughout the year to spend 
three months producing work in a 
110-square-foot space at the termi-
nal.

Artists may come from the visual, 
literary and media world, according 
to the organization. 

Once selected, the resident will 
have regular open studio hours 
where passengers can discuss the 
artist’s work and process while he or 
she is developing the piece.

Residents will receive a $3,000 sti-
pend for their work. 

Marine Air Terminal is the only 
active airport terminal dating back 
to the first generation of passenger 
travel in the United States, accord-
ing to QCA. 

The Art Deco building was de-
signed in 1939 by architectural firm 
Delano & Aldrich, originally built to 
handle seaplanes. 

It has a two-story rotunda with 
an attic, a rectangular entrance pa-
vilion and two one-story wings on 
either side. The rotunda features a 

skylight and a 237-foot circular mu-
ral called “Flight,” by James Brook, 
which was started in the 1930s and 
completed in 1942. 

Brooks was an abstract artist, 
painter and muralist. 

The terminal was designated a 
landmark in 1980.

The QCA created the new pro-
gram as a way to engage culturally 
with the thousands of travelers at La-
Guardia Airport who use the facility 
daily. 

Approximately 29.8 million pas-
sengers go to LaGuardia annually, 
according to the airport. 

“An artist creating work in an 
airport can transform your commute 
into a journey,” said QCA Executive 
Director Hoong Yee Krakauer.

Members of the Queens art com-
munity and a panel of representatives 
from the Port Authority will choose 
residents for the ArtPort Residency. 

For more information about the 
residency, contact Grants & Resource 
Director Lynn Lobell at (347) 505-
3015, Queens Arts Fund Associate 
Dan Bamba at (347) 505-3017, or visit 
the QCA website. 

The city’s Department of Cultural 
Affairs, the Greater New York Arts 
Development Fund and the New York 
City Council support the residency. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Artists can compete 
for airport residency

The Queens Council on the Arts has introduced a new residency for Queens-based artists. 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Physicians and nurses from NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Trauma Team

American College of Surgeons Renews 
Level I Trauma Center Verification for 

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst
Verification Recognizes the Hospital’s Preparedness to Provide Optimal Trauma Care

(Queens, NY—March 27, 2018) The American College of Surgeons has renewed its 
preparedness verification of the Level I Trauma Center at NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst. The three-year verification validates the availability of resources for trauma 
care at trauma centers, which provide care for patients suffering from traumatic 
injuries caused by motor vehicles crashes, pedestrian and cyclist incidents, falls, 
gunshot and stabbing wounds, assaults, sports injuries, and many other types of 
physical trauma. The verification process focuses on both personnel and facilities, 
and it requires ongoing self-assessment.
“I am very proud of our trauma program for receiving verification from the American 
College of Surgeons and commend our doctors and nurses for the life-saving care 
they provide to our patients each and every day,” said Israel Rocha, Jr., chief executive 
officer of NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst. “This recognition acknowledges our 
deep commitment to the community of Queens and New York City by ensuring a 
comprehensive team of physicians and surgeons are always waiting to serve you 
and your family. The Level I Trauma resource verification by the American College of 
Surgeons is one of the toughest certifications for a hospital to achieve, and we are 
pleased to have reached this milestone for our patients and community.”
“We are committed to providing the most comprehensive life-saving trauma care 
to the people of Queens,” said George Agriantonis, MD, trauma medical director 
of NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst. “By achieving verification by the American 
College of Surgeons, the hospital’s quality of care is recognized as meeting the 
rigorous standards of excellence achieved by the nation’s best trauma centers. This 
is not just a one-time accomplishment, but a commitment to continuous evaluation 
and improvement to our processes and outcomes.” 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s trauma program met high standards and essential 
criteria to achieve verification and also received 18 acclamations for the level of care 
provided to patients. The American College of Surgeons recognized NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst for the following strengths:

 departments, including trauma surgery, neurosurgery, orthopedics, emergency

falls prevention, and other common injuries seen at the hospital.
In addition to receiving verification from the American College of Surgeons, NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s trauma program is recognized as a Regional Trauma 
Center by New York State, a designation it has held since 1993. 
For more information on programs and services at NYC Health + Hospitals/

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst    
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst is a major provider of hospital and ambulatory care 

Emergency Heart Care Station, and a 911-Receiving Hospital. It is a premiere health care 
organization for key specialties, including surgery, cardiology, women’s health, pediatrics, 
rehabilitation medicine, renal services, and mental health services. Last year, the hospital’s 

encounters. 

About NYC Health + Hospitals      
NYC Health + Hospitals is the largest public health care system in the nation serving more 

five boroughs. A robust network of outpatient, neighborhood-based primary and specialty 
care centers anchors care coordination with the system’s trauma centers, nursing homes, 
post-acute care centers, home care agency, and MetroPlus health plan—all supported by 

focused on empowering New Yorkers, without exception, to live the healthiest life 
possible. For more information, visit www.nychealthandhospitals.org and stay connected 
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/NYCHealthandHospitals or Twitter at @
NYCHealthSystem.

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

has the least foreign-born residents with 
a little over 100,000 in its borough. 

Throughout the city, approximately 
62 percent of New Yorkers live in a house-
hold with at least one immigrant.

The report estimates that there are at 
least 1 million New Yorkers who live in 
mixed-status households, where a mini-
mum of one individual is undocumented. 

Some 54 percent of the immigrant 
populations in the city are naturalized 
citizens. Green Card holders, or those 
eligible for one, make up 660,000 resi-
dents in the city. An estimated 560,000 
residents comprise the undocumented 
population.

The most foreign-born residents in 
the city are from the Dominican Repub-
lic, followed by China, Mexico, Jamaica, 
Guyana, Ecuador, Haiti, Trinidad & To-
bago, Bangladesh and India.

More than 150 languages are spoken 
in the city.

Spanish is the most spoken language 
of foreign-born residents followed by 
Chinese (Cantonese and Mandarin), 
Russian, Haitian Creole, Bengali, Ital-
ian, Arabic, Korean, Polish and French. 

MOIA’s has 433 interpreters to allow 
for language access for the city’s diverse 
population at events throughout the city. 

Neighborhood activist groups in 
Queens like Mujeres en Movimiento and 
Kollectiv Migrantas help to distribute 
picture-based materials about MOIA 

services to the immigration population 
in the borough. 

“This report is great news for our 
immigrant friends, families, and neigh-
bors,” said Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee. “The data it contains 
can help NYC agencies improve lan-
guage access for those learning English, 
bolster cultural competency training for 
city staff, and much more. The possibili-
ties are endless.”

Immigrants in the five boroughs help 
drive the city’s economy and are respon-
sible for $195 billion, or 22 percent, of its 
GDP. They also own 52 percent of busi-
nesses across the city and make up 45 
percent of the workforce. 

The city is continuing its work to in-
tegrate immigrants economically, civi-
cally and socially by providing IDNYC 
cards, guidance to city agencies for refu-
gees, residents with temporary protected 
status and Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals and expanding protections for 
vulnerable immigrant groups through 
the legislative process. 

“Immigrant communities are an inte-
gral part of our city and we have worked 
diligently to protect and strengthen this 
legacy,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio. “While 
others try to play to ugly impulses that 
cast a shadow over our country’s history, 
we know that over 3 million immigrant 
New Yorkers bring strength and vibran-
cy that help shape our city’s future.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 5 

MOIA report
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

Sponsored by New York State Department of Health

healthsolutions.org

Human Resources 
Administration

Department for
the Aging

Department of 
Health and Mental
Hygiene

Are you, or a loved one,
living with a disability?

Our trained enrollers provide FREE assistance  
to help you apply for low or no-cost    

health insurance, even if you have Medicare.

To find a location, call 311 and say:  
“Health Insurance, Disabled.”
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY BILL PARRY

A Jackson Heights nonprofit 
and state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) demanded a full investiga-
tion into the death of Edgar Pazmino, a 
construction worker killed at his work-
place in Jamaica earlier in March.

Pazmino, an Ecuadorian immi-
grant and member of the nonprofit 
New Immigrants Community Empow-
erment, was crushed against a wall by 
a forklift March 13 at a high-rise lux-
ury construction site located on 89th 
Avenue and 150th Street.

Peralta also renewed his call for 
the New York State Senate to pass 
Carlos’ Law, legislation that would 
protect workers from employers 
who do not comply with safety pro-
tocols at construction sites. Under 
the proposal, which is co-sponsored 
by Peralta, fines and penalties will 
increase when an employer or super-
visor “ignores, disregards or fails 
to comply with workplace safety by 
protocols or procedures, and that 
contributes directly to bodily injury, 
serious physical injury or the death 
of a worker.”

The legislation was named after 
Carlos Moncayo, a migrant worker who 
was killed at a Manhattan construc-
tion site in 2015. Since Congress en-
acted the Occupational Safety Health 
Act in 1970, there have been more than 
400,000 workplace fatalities. In 2016 
alone, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, there were 5,190 work-
related deaths, a 7 percent increase 
from the 4,836 fatalities reported the 
previous year.

“My heart goes out to the fam-

ily, friends and co-workers of Edgar, 
a hardworking immigrant who lost 
his life while working on a construc-
tion site,” Peralta said. “Enough is 
enough. We must tackle this epidemic 
once and for all. It was troubling to 
find out that this particular construc-
tion site is plagued with safety viola-
tions, and that there were several stop 
work orders issued. In fact, last Sep-
tember there was a partial stop work 
order because a construction worker 
fell from the eighth to the seventh 
floor. Latino workers are dispropor-
tionately affected by accidents in the 
workplace that result in death or seri-
ous injuries. It is time to put an end to 
this. It is my hope that my colleagues 
in the Senate take note and finally 
pass Carlos’ Law.”

Manuel Castro, the executive direc-
tor of the New Immigrant Community 
Empowerment, a workers’ center in 
Jackson Heights, said his community 
is heartbroken by Pazmino’s death.

“Edgar’s memory must be honored 
by ensuring that this does not hap-
pen again. His death could have been 
avoided,” Castro said. “We believe 
New York can be doing much more 
to protect workers. With nearly 500 
construction-related deaths in the 
past decade, this is a crisis that must 
be addressed urgently. We implore our 
representatives to support Carlos’ Law 
-- legislation that could have helped Ed-
gar and many others. Finally, we ask 
for prayers and support for the family 
in their time of morning.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Hardhat death renews
interest in Carlos’ Law

Construction worker Edgar Pazmino (c.) was killed at his job site in Jamaica two weeks 
ago. State Sen. Jose Peralta has urged the state Senate to pass Carlos’ Law. 

Courtesy of the New Immigrant Community Empowerment
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1-917-246-2888.
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

3/30/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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$7,995$7,995$7,900$6,995$6,995$4,995

$11,975$11,888$11,588$10,995$10,995$10,888

$14,995$14,995$14,888$14,888$14,888$14,588 BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘16 DODGE CHARGER  ‘17 HONDA ACCORD  

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER'16 HONDA CIVIC EX

29k miles, Stk#2920829k miles, Stk#29208

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA  ILX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA'15 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

39,600 miles, Stk 35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY MALIBU

36k miles, Stk#8357

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

39k miles, Stk#31564108k miles, Stk#31719

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 3/30/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.
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$23,588

$13,588

$9,988$9,800$9,488$9,200$8,888$8,500

$12,888$12,888$12,888$12,888$11,995

$22,995$22,900$19,888$17,500$15,950 BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
BUY 
FOR:

‘16 NISSAN FRONTIER

15k miles Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
BUY 
FOR:

'14 INFINITI Q50

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
BUY 
FOR:

13,154 miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

23,114 miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 NISSAN VERSA

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#32469
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYBRID

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
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St. Patrick makes his way 

Bell Boulevard — eerily devoid of traffic for a Saturday morning — gets its final touches as a crew lays down stenciled 
shamrocks shortly before the first-ever St. Pat’s parade begins in Bayside.

The calendar says March, but sunny skies and a temperature 
in the high 40s call for sunglasses — and maybe a hat.

The parade lasted nearly 90 minutes from beginning to end, 
so a place to sit was a good thing to have. 

Pat Lynch (r.), head of the police officer’s union and grand 
marshal of the parade, has a blast at the march.

The Bayside Little Leaguers sing “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” as they march. 

These siblings have all the gear they need for parade 
watching.  

The tuba in the NYPD Marching Band carries the message 
for the day. 
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PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

This bagpipe and drum band traveled from Breezy Point to 
perform in the parade.

The MTA Police Pipes and Drums band marches down Bell Boulevard. The view down Bell Boulevard at the parade’s end on 41st Avenue. 

Members of the FDNY’s Holy Name Society honor fallen Firefighter Michael Davidson, who was killed fighting a fire in Harlem.

A green outfit seems to go perfectly with the wavy hair of 
this young pup, who is walking on behalf of the North Shore 
Animal League. Paul DeBenedetto (l.) carries a bullhorn to drum up support along the route for the Bayside Historical Society contingent.

to Bayside’s Bell Boulevard
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

More than 300 riders took the controversial new 
bike lane along Queens Boulevard for a seven-mile 
“Women’s Ride” from Long Island City to Borough Hall 
in Kew Gardens. Men were also allowed to participate. 

Twiiter/Gersh Kuntzman

Ten brand-new assistant district attorneys joining the Queens DA’s office this week pose for a picture with the boss, 
District Attorney Richard Brown, before starting their first week of work.  Courtesy of the DA’s office

That’s a plain Neapolitan pie Mayor Bill de Blasio is holding 
at The Original Carlo’s Pizzeria on Metropolitan Avenue in 
Middle Village, where he visited with the neighborgood’s 
new councilman, Bob Holden, during last week’s snow-
storm.  Twitter

A set of traffic signals will be going up shortly on 54th 
Street in front of PS11 in Woodside, marking the end of a 
long fight by parents and Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(c.).   Couresty of Van Bramer ‘s office

It was Queens Day in Albany last week, when the borough’s contingent of legislators welcomed constituents and business owners 
to the state Capitol for a look around, some listening sessions and a reception.  Courtesy of Rozic’s office

Borough President Melinda Katz (second from r.), state 
Sen. Mike Gianaris (far l.),  Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (in purple) and Councilman Costa Constantinides 
(far r.) celebrate Greek Independence Day in Astoria   

Courtesy of Gianaris’ office
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BO R R O W  F R O M  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

Forest Hi l ls —  p :646.569.3600    71-15 Aust in  Street ,  Forest  H i l l s ,  NY 11375
Garden City — p:516.248.4868    2131  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Garden Ci ty  Park,  NY 11040
     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rd e n C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  M i neo l a ,  N Y  11501
P lea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 30–APRIL 5, 201834    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person, table of 10 - $900

To purchase tickets please fi ll in 
form below, or call Linda Lindenauer 

at (718) 260-4521

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: Linda Lindenauer

(718) 260-4521
Email: 

llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________   Address______________________________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________                                                       Email ____________________________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity _______   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX   Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____ Signature_______________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner 63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 10th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the Queens Impact 
Awards Gala Dinner

Leslie Ramos
James Regan

Maureen Regan
Felix V. Matos 

Rodriguez
Dr. David Rosenthal

Edwin Westley
Nadezhda Williams
Nantasha Williams

HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal
Lenny Banovez 
and Laura Frye

Barbara Bell
Giselle Burgess
Carmin Caterina
Brianna Ferranti
Henry Foster

Gabriel Gonzalez

Thomas Grech
Jukay Hsu

Amna Javid
Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Did you ever wonder 

where fortune cookies came 

from? You may be interested 

to find out that those crispy 

little nuggets you break 

open were probably made in 

Blissville, a remote corner 

of Queens, which happens 

to have the world’s largest 

fortune cookie factory.

This mysterious place 

— nestled in the shadows 

of midtown Manhattan — 

is also home to a company 

called Colbar, known for 

making replicas of the 

Statue of Liberty. 

A dynamic working-class 

neighborhood, Blissville is 

located off the beaten path 

along Newtown Creek, 

south of the Long Island Ex-

pressway and west of Calva-

ry Cemetery. Think of it as 

a triangle cut off by physi-

cal barriers from Queens 

and the rest of the city.

Only a few hundred 

multi-ethnic residents live 

in this close-knit global 

community —ranging from 

Polish, Irish, and German, 

to Pakistani, Indian, and 

Bangladeshi, to Central 

and South Americans, to 

a small population of Afri-

can Americans. 

And you’ll only find 80 

or so houses there — with 

no white picket fences — ac-

cording to Brooklyn-based 

filmmaker and media artist 

Hank Linhart, who stum-

bled across the enigmatic 

neighborhood about 30 

years ago, during his trav-

els. So intrigued was he by 

its quirkiness and the resil-

ient attitudes of the locals 

who live and work there, 

Linhart felt compelled to 

create what he calls a “docu-

poem,” in the form of a 59-

minute film, as a tribute to 

that little town that could.

“Blissville: An Investiga-

tion” includes footage shot 

in the late 1980’s when Lin-

hart — who formerly taught 

video at NYU, SVA, and 

Pratt Institute — was liv-

ing in Williamsburg, along 

with new material filmed 

since he continued his proj-

ect in 2012.  He took a long 

break to raise his daughter; 

make a 100th year com-

memoration video about 

the 1904 burning and sink-

ing of the General Slocum 

in NYC harbor (which until 

9/11 was New York’s largest 

disaster); and became a col-

lege administrator.

The video premiered at 

the New-York Historical 

Society and was aired on 

several PBS stations.

You can view “Bliss-

ville” at four libraries 

across Queens, from April 

5 through April 26. Ridge-

wood Library, located at 20-

12 Madison St., is hosting 

a screening April 5, while 

Maspeth Library, located at 

69-70 Grand Ave., will show 

the film April 9. You can 

also catch the film April 19 

at the Sunnyside Library, 

located at 43-06 Greenpoint 

Ave., or April 26 at the 

Woodside Library, located 

at 54-22 Skillman Ave.

All screenings will be-

gin at 6 p.m. and are free to 

attend.

A Brooklyn filmmaker's "docu-
poem" sheds light on a quirky, 
remote neighborhood in Queens, 
its residents, history, and unique 
industries.
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Blissville
Documentary tells story of a little town with a bit of everything

The 
tale of 

Continued on Page 38
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Answers in Sports

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Wealth From The Salt Seas — “Wealth from 
the Salt Seas” explores the embodiment 
of assertion and agency through visceral 
somatic experience. Vocalist and 
composer Gelsey Bell joins Anna Sperber 
in performance to collaboratively mine the 
physical space of the theater for its poetic 
and emotional vibrations.
When: Friday, March 30, and Saturday, 
March 31, at 8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.chocolatefactorytheater.
org/anna-sperber-wealth-from-the-salt-
seas/

[title of show] — The show follows 
Hunter, Jeff, and their friends on their 
journey through the pains and joys, ups 
and downs, and trials and tribulations 
of creating theatre. In the span of 90 
minutes, they write and perform their 
show at the New York Musical Festival 
and learn lessons about themselves as 
people, friends, and artists. The show is, 
above all, a love letter to the uniquely 
American art form of musical theatre.
When: Friday, March 30, at 7:30 p.m.; 

Saturday, March 31, at 3 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m.; Sunday, April 1, at 7:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday, April 4, at 7:30 p.m.; 
Thursday, April 5, at 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website:  secrettheatre.showare.com/
eventperformances.asp?evt=25&searchd
ate=04/07/2018&MonthSubmit=x 

Much Ado About Nothing — Love and 
victory are in the air at the start of one of 
Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies. When 
Claudio, a young gentleman and soldier, 
swears his love to the charming Hero — 
Signor Benedick, a bachelor, swears by his 
beard that he will never marry. Little does 
Benedick know that he may have, at last, 
met his match in Hero’s  erce-witted cousin, 
Beatrice. And little does the town of Messina 
know that it is about to be rocked by a 
scandal that will take a miracle to put right.
When: Friday, April 6, and Saturday, April 
7, at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, April 8, at 4 p.m.; 
Thursday, April 12, at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $28
Contact: (718) 760-0064

Sat., Apr. 7 – 2pm & 8pm
Sun., Apr. 8 – 3pm

www.queenstheatre.org
718.760.0064

“…one of the most talked-about 
young companies, not just in L.A. 
but nationwide.”
- Los Angeles Times

Founded in 2007 by Lillian Barbeito and Tina Finkelman Berkett, BODYTRAFFIC has 
surged to the forefront of the concert dance world. Named “the company of the future” 
by The Joyce Theater Foundation, Dance Magazine’s 25 to Watch in 2013 and Best of 
Culture by the Los Angeles Times, the young company is already internationally recognized 
for their high quality of work.
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BY MERLE EXIT

Are you looking for 
some Passover alterna-
tives to the usual Seder 
fare? 

Tradition has you eat-
ing items such as gefilte 
fish, matzo ball soup, and 
a number of other “same 
old, same old” items, but 
why not change the menu 
options to tantalize your 
palate, especially since 
there are two consecu-
tive Seder dinners to en-
joy? 

A tuna and salmon 
tartare could be an alter-
native to gefilte fish. For 
this, you must purchase 
“sushi grade” fish. You 
can get this at any fish 
market, including Cross-
bay Seashell Seafood 
in Howard Beach. Call 
ahead to make sure they 
have it available. Add 
chopped avocado, cucum-
bers, and a bit of vinegar. 
You can also top it with 
julienned mangoes.  

Fish filets of salmon 

and either sea bass or 
scrod can prove to be 
really tasty for both the 
taste buds and the eyes 
by decorating the plate. 
Prepare an avocado 
mash and place chopped 
red peppers and red on-
ions in between the dol-
lops, position it alongside 
the fish. 

Rather than spend 
the day preparing 
chicken soup and matzo 
balls, how about a zuc-
chini soup, instead? A 
red onion, two chopped 
potatoes, four chopped 
zucchinis and five cups 
of vegetable broth will 
do. Use an immersion 
blender or puree in a 
food processor after it’s 
cooked. You can always 
top it with some shred-
ded chicken.  

Crepes are great to 
have for either a savory 
part of your main meal or 
dessert. For that, you will 
need eggs, potato starch, 
water, sugar and oil for 
frying. You can prepare 

and refrigerate for about 
five days or freeze for 
about two months. After 
they are cooled, place 
between layers of wax 
paper and paper towel 
inside a heavy duty zip-
top plastic bag.   

Gnocchi is another 
prep-and-freeze idea for 
either a dairy or meat 
dish. Potatoes, potato 
starch and an egg are all 
you will need. Check out 
a recipe book for direc-
tions. How about gnocchi 
with wild mushroom or 
meat sauce? If you are 
cooking dairy, top the 
mushrooms with grated 
cheese. You can also use 
the gnocchi in a soup as 
a substitute for the matzo 
balls.  

Jewish people from 
Spain, Italy, North Afri-
ca, Portugal and the Mid-
dle East, who are consid-
ered Sephardic, are open 
to using different grains 
than those who are Ash-
kenazic, from Eastern 
Europe. Rice, corn, mil-

let, dried beans, lentil, 
peas, and peanuts are 
some ingredients that 
can be used in Sephardic 
Passover meals.  

Chicken fricassee is 
a great main dish for 
a family Seder and the 
leftovers can be enjoyed 
a few days after. It is a 
combination of meatballs 
and chicken wings. Be 
creative in the herbs and 
spices to give it a differ-

ent country flavor. Serve 
it over a tasty rice, such 
as jasmine.    

Here is another one 
for you: lamb kebab in 
tahini sauce and tomato 
salsa. Lamb is fine as 
long as it is not roasted. 
Marinate the lamb with 
garlic, olive oil and su-
mac. Refrigerate for a 
few hours or even over-
night. Prepare tahini 
sauce by combining the 

tahini paste with garlic, 
cold water, lemon juice  
and chopped mint. For 
the salsa, use chopped 
tomatoes, jalapeno pep-
per (seeded and finely 
chopped), lemon juice 
and cilantro. Place the 
cooked kebab over rice, 
drizzle the tahini sauce 
and top with the salsa.  

If you are preparing 
a dairy meal, how about 

Passover Palatables
Spice up your Seder with these alternative options

Shake things up with a greek salad at your Passover Seder this year. AP Photo

Continued on Page 38

ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY!

Ira & Isabella’s Jewish Italian Wedding

“Dysfunction and 
chaos at its best!”

Friday, May 4
7:30 pm

For Tickets or Information:

1-888-97-LAUGH (52844)
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The video was also 
screened at a variety of 
locations state-wide, in-
cluding at the Queens 
Historical Society, thanks 
to a grant from New York 
State Council on the Arts. 

Perhaps the most 
interesting part of the 
film are the filmmaker’s 
interviews with people 
on the street. Other 
highlights include foot-
age centered around the 
town’s industries, and 
viewers also learn about 
its strange history. Turns 
out a nearby Romani vil-
lage — once known as the 
“Gypsy Ellis Island” — 
that thrived in the 1930’s, 
had once been the largest 
gathering place for Ro-
mani in the country. Lin-
hart discovered a church 
where “gypsies” got 
married, and noted that 
the village was razed to 
make way for a highway 
to the 1939 World’s Fair. 

Additionally, Bliss-
ville once boasted an Af-
ghan bakery, a sushi fac-
tory, and a facility that 
crushed cars. 

“The Blissville story 
is important because it is 
the story of community,” 
said Linhart. “In this 
day of gentrification and 
neighborhoods being de-
stroyed for high rise con-
struction, it is emblem-
atic of New York.” 

While recounting 
the odd circumstances 
behind the inspiration 
for his film, he recalled 
a surreal experience he 
had while visiting Cal-
vary Cemetery. 

“I saw a woman eat-
ing fruit from a tree. 
Having worked for vari-
ous fruit farms upstate 
— I used to make a living 
pruning grapevines and 
then apple trees — I was 
curious what she was 
eating,” Linhart said. “I 
tried to talk with her, but 
she ran away. Then later, 
I noticed an old photo-
graph in the deli that 
said ‘Blissville Market.’  
I began asking people 
where the name ‘Bliss-
ville’ came from.” 

The nabe is named 
after Neziah Bliss, a 
Brooklyn businessman 
who helped develop 
North Brooklyn, accord-
ing to the Greater Asto-
ria Historical Society. 

Linhart pointed out that 
the name is, of course, 
quite remarkable, “and 
conjures or invokes one’s 
personal images of a 
Blissville, which the ac-
tual town aligns with, or 
is in contrast to.”

Apparently, the lat-
ter may prove to be true. 
Many Blissville residents 
are up in arms because 
the city will open a third 
homeless shelter in the 
area, this time at the 
Fairfield Inn by Marriott. 
It’s clear that this tiny 
pocket of Queens is over-
whelmed and feels it is be-
ing asked to carry a bur-
den beyond its fair share. 
Concerned neighbors met 
at St. Rafael’s Church on 
March 15 to rail against 
The Department of Home-
less Services.

Despite the issues 
they’ve had to deal with, 
the future seems bright 
for Blissville’s communi-
ty of close-knit neighbors, 
as they go about their dai-
ly lives — still removed 
from the rest of Queens, 
but now recognized as a 
unique part of the bor-
ough thanks to Linhart’s 
film, which sheds light on 
this quirky yet dynamic 
neighborhood.

Continued from Page 35 

Blissville

quiche? There are a number of chees-
es that are kosher for Passover — in-
cluding mozzarella for an eggplant 
parmesan. Cream up your vegetable 
soups or add some potatoes and sour 
cream to a bottle of borscht. 

How about a Greek salad with 
grape tomatoes, diced cucumbers, 
thinly sliced red onions, yellow bell 
peppers, Kalamata olives, and feta 
cheese?   

Now we come to desserts. If you 
want to avoid dairy, there is a des-
sert where you beat egg whites with 
a sugar until stiff peaks form. Then 
you beat the yolks in a second bowl 
with oil, ground almonds, dissolved 
instant coffee and potato starch.  old 
in the egg white mixture, place in a 
pan and bake. It will certainly melt in 
your mouth.  

And don’t forget the mandatory 
four cups of wine. 

L’Chiam!

*Some food ideas were taken from 
the book, “A Taste of Pesach 2.”

Continued from Page 37 

Passover
Zucchini soup is an alternative option to serve at your Passover Seder this year. 
 AP Photo

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
April 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
March 30-April 5, 2018

By Ed Canty

At the Zoo
Across
1. Kind of opera
5. "Mack the Knife" 
vocalist
10. Budding 
entrepreneurs, for short
14. Savvy about
15. Franco's January
16. Counting-out 
rhyme starter
17. One who likes to 
caulk?
19. It may be filed 
and painted
20. Battle of the 
Bulge setting
21. Rejects a lover
23. Snake's loop
24. Hollywood V.I.P.
25. Pie nuts
28. Ol' Blue Eyes' family
31. Remove 
chemically
32. Use a sled
33. 'For' vote
34. Donnie and 
Marie, e.g.
35. Summer camp item
36. Rural structure
37. Liquor bill
38. European peaks, 
to Pierre
39. "Aladdin" spirit
40. Sleazy lawyers
42. Coach's list
43. '... you could -- 
pin drop'
44. "Just ---"
45. First sound of 
impact?
47. Yours and mine

51. Porter, for one
52. Raising a false 
alarm
54. Iowa college town
55. "___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
56. Apple originally 
marketed
to schools
57. Word after love or 
empty
58. Skeptical
59. Finishes an "i"

Down
1. Hard-hitting guy in 
Chicago
2. A real beaut
3. Hardly any
4. Skunks
5. Mr. Wilson's 
tormentor

6. Cordero in the saddle
7. Arena arbiters
8. Nest egg, for short
9. Balderdash
10. Ravel's "___ 
Antique"
11. Memorable 
Alabama coach
12. Have ___ (know 
someone)
13. Parts of a wd.
18. Hole ___
22. Mil. group
24. Hellos and 
goodbyes, Italian-style
25. Ants and roaches
26. A biblical name 
for God
27. Compartments 
for a Chicago team ?
28. Volume units
29. Elevated dwelling

30. Less irrational
32. 'It's a Wonderful 
Life' director
35. Office job 
category
36. Conferred
38. Rat-___ 
(drumming sound)
39. Auctioneer's word
41. Most withered
42. Mickey or Andy
44. More desertlike
45. Do a cashier's job
46. Part of a diamond
47. Pile of wood for a 
final fire
48. Man in Milan
49. Boston's is about 
42.36 (abbr.)
50. Certain NCOs
53. MapQuest 
suggestion: Abbr.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

LET'S BE SEASONAL
L A U R A A S S B A S E R
A S S E T L O T A C U T E
B A S S O A R E R E M U S
S P R I N G S T E E N M I T

S I R P R O F E S S
N E A T N E S S E W E R
O R U G A U N T L A T E R
G O T O T R A I L T I M E
S O U N D F I N I S M I D

M E R L L E V E R E T S
M A N G O E S E N E
E S L W I N T E R H A V E N
S T E P S A R R O L I V E
A R A G E R A E R E N E W
S O F A S E M S A R E N T

FILM

Tale of the Bunny Picnic — 
The Muppet bunnies are all 
preparing for their annual 
Bunny Picnic with songs and 
decorations except for Bean 
Bunny whose siblings tease him 
for being smaller and getting 
in their way. But when Bean 
discovers the farmer’s dog 
nearby he tries to warn the 
other bunnies of the danger 
to to them and their picnic. No 
one believes Bean until the dog 
interrupts the festivities and 
Bean must help save the day.
When: Friday, March 30, 
Saturday, March 31, Sunday, 
April 1, Monday, April 2, Tuesday, 
April 3, Wednesday, April 4, and 
Thursday, April 5, at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Muppets Take Manhattan 
— When the Muppets’s college 

revue is a big hit, they decide to 
take it all the way to Broadway. 
Filled with cameos by such 
New Yorkers as Mayor Ed Koch, 
Gregory Hines, and Liza Minnelli, 
the movie ends with a wedding 
between Kermit and Miss Piggy. 
Is it part of the show... or could 
it be real? 
When: Friday, March 30, 
Saturday, March 31, Sunday, 
April 1, Monday, April 2, Tuesday, 
April 3, Wednesday, April 4, and 
Thursday, April 5, at 1 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

The Breadwinner — This 
Oscar-nominated fi lm is based 
on Deborah Ellis’s novel about a 
young girl, Parvana, growing up 
under Taliban rule in Afghanistan 
in 2001. When Parvana’s father is 
arrested, she decides to disguise 
herself as a boy to help support 
her family. Working alongside 
her friend, Parvana experiences 
more freedom and danger than 
before as she tries to reunite 

her family. 
When: Saturday, March 31, at 
1 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Le Bonheur —  A seemingly 
happy married carpenter 
takes a mistress. Though set in 
bucolic landscapes and fi lmed 
with a vividly stylized and 
vibrant palette, “Le Bonheur” is 
sharply analytical beneath its 
sunny exterior, as disturbing as 
it is beautiful.
When: Saturday, March 31, at 
6:30 p.m.; Sunday, April 1, at 4 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Annual Barnyard Egg Hunt 
— Bring your baskets to this 
celebrated event for kids. Egg 
hunts will be ongoing in the 
orchard throughout the event 
and Whiskers the Bunny will 
be hopping about, ready for 
photo-ops. Try your luck at 
traditional egg tossing and 
egg rolling games. There is 

also free bunny face painting 
for kids and you can visit farm 
animals and take a hay ride. 
When: Saturday, March 31, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum
Cost: $10
Contact: (917) 347-3276 

New York Kings of Comedy 
— You can expect the laughs 
to begin from the moment 
the fi rst NY King walks to the 
stage. Featuring Capone, Talent 
Harris, Rob Stapleton, Mark 
Viera and Drew Fraser.
When: Sunday, April 1, at 7 p.m.
Where: Milton G. Bassin 
Performing Arts Center at York 

College
Cost: Tickets start at $40
Contact: (718) 262-2840

Monthly Jazz Jam — Held on 
the fi rst Wednesday of every 
month. Jazz Jams are a fun 
way to hone your skills and 
jam with your peers. The house 
band is led by saxophonist 
Carol Sudhalter. All are welcome 
regardless of instrument. Don’t 
play? Come listen.
When: Wednesday, April 4, from 
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10 (free for members, 
students, and jamming 
musicians)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222 

Special Easter Concert — The 
Queensboro Symphonic Choir 
and Symphony Orchestra 
celebrate Easter with a 
special concert as they come 
to Whitestone’s beautiful 
Moakyang Presbyterian 
Church to present Part 3 
of G.F. Handel’s celebrated 
masterpiece, “Messiah.” 
Maestro Dong-hyun Kim will 
lead the choir and orchestra. 
When: Wednesday, April 4, at 
8 p.m.
Where: Moakyang Presbyterian 
Church, Whitestone
Cost: Free to attend (donations 
accepted)
Contact: (646) 353-6043

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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Easter Sunday Brunch Buffet
COME ENJOY A FANTASTIC & DELECTABLE BRUNCH BUFFET STARRING ALL 

OF YOUR BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER FAVORITES & MUCH MORE! 

 THIS BRUNCH INCLUDES:
Delicious Breakfast Items

Made To Order Omelet Station

Assorted Baked Breads & Pastries

Fresh Salads 

Gourmet Main Dishes 

Succulent Carving Station

Tasty Sides

Sweet Desserts

Soft Drinks &Juices 

Regular & Decaffeinated Coffee & Tea

FREE PARKING & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Easter Sunday 4/1
12:00 - 2:00PM (RESERVATION REQUIRED)

$45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY - KIDS UNDER 10 YRS, HALF PRICE
Price includes 1 alcoholic house beverage. Menu subject to change without notice.

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst

For reservations or more information call 718.457.6300 Ext.4939

JOIN US ON 
Mother’s Day, Sunday 5/13 & Father’s Day, Sunday 6/17
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BY ESTHER ANIMALU

Five Queens students 
were named winners in the 
Police Athletic League’s 
competition for creative po-
etry for children across the 
five boroughs. 

The PAL Arts After School 
Program give students the op-
portunity to explore their ar-
tistic skills and writing abili-
ties as a whole. 

“The Police Athletic 
League holds a three-part Po-
etry Writing contest, which 
collectively is called PAL Po-
etry Jam. Poetry and artistic 
expression are not always at 
the forefront of school day 
learning,” said Dana Wheel-
er, director of Education and 
Program Development at 
PAL. “However, Police Ath-
letic League’s after school 
programs believe in the im-
portance of this learning to 
support self-expression, art-
istry and developing literacy 
skills. Throughout the pro-

cess, participants learn about 
poetry, write, illustrate, per-
form and see their work come 
to life.”

The winners from Queens 
include fourth-graders No-
riah Gaither and Larell Davis 
and eighth-grader Faith Cum-
mings, all from Goldie Maple 
Academy Beacon in Arverne; 
first-grader Paris Ware from 
the Edward Byrne Center in 
Jamaica; and seventh-grader 
Lara Jane Bousseau from the 
Pathways Prep Center in St. 
Albans. 

The winners will have the 
opportunity to work along-
side spoken word profession-
als and showcase their tal-
ents at the annual Poet’s Café 
at Affirmation Arts Gallery 
in Manhattan.

“Participants select a poem 
that speaks to them and illus-
trate their interpretations. Not 
only do the children have the 
opportunity to express them-
selves with words and rhyme, 
visual learners and artistical-

ly leaning students can show 
how the poem makes them 
feel or interpret what it means 
to them,” Wheeler said. “The 
poems and illustrations are 
matched and published in a 
book, with credits to poets and 
illustrators.”

The PAL Poetry Writing 
Contest showcases verse strat-
egies, puts an accentuation on 
innovation, creative energy, 
and recognizes the abilities 
that its members have. Addi-
tionally, the poetry challenge 
was available to students in 
first through eighth grade. 

The poems that won will 
be complied into an anthol-
ogy and distributed to the 
public. The PAL aims to 
continue to inspire young 
students through the power 
of creativity, expression and 
individuality. 

Reach reporter Esther 
Animalu by e-mail at 
eanimalu@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4574.

Queens students crowned 
winners of poetry contest

UNTITLED
By Lara Jane Bousseau 

(Pathways Prep Center, seventh grade)
In a child’s eyes,
There is a surprise.
Which lurks in the dark,
Until sunrise.
But in a child’s eyes,
Is it really a surprise?
Or maybe it lurks only when someone dies.
Don’t have to be scared until bed time.
In a child’s eyes,
The adults don’t know.
Teens are confused,
But when you’re gone,
They will sing the blues.
Don’t move, don’t speak.
Don’t even breathe.
Because one little sound,
Well, you’ll see.
In a child’s eyes,
If you don’t understand,
Well think twice. 
Only a child can see what lies,
But they forget in the middle of the night,
So what’s the point of seeing right?
I know what you’re thinking and they’re not blind,
In a child’s eyes. 
So are you scared?
Did someone die?
And no, this is not a lie.
But if you’re awake,
In the middle of the night,
When your thoughts disappear,
And time fl ies.
Then you will see the real surprise. 
So remember kids, sleep tight,
In a child’s eyes!!

“THE MOON LIGHT”
By Larell Davis 

(Goldie Maple Academy Beacon, 
fourth grade)

The moon is bright.
It’s big sometimes,
I wonder how the moon got there.
The moon is round. 
The best part about the night.
The light is shining bright from the stars.

UNTITLED
By Paris Ware 

(Edward Byrne Center, fi rst grade)
Pretty P, Pretty P
That’s what they call me.
Paris is the name,
Pretty is the game.
Pretty Pretty me,
What can I say?
That’s what they call me,
Pretty P

“THE DAY IN THE LIGHT”
By Noah Gaither 

(Goldie Maple Academy Beacon, fourth grade)
The day in the light,
The sun shines so bright.
I wish I could run,
And see the light.
I wish can run out,
And see the sun that shines.
I just want to see the light,
And run out, it’s so bright.
The day in the light,
Is so bright.

“THE FOOTBALL GAME”
By Faith Cummings 

(Goldie Maple Academy Beacon, 
eighth grade)

The fi eld light turns on,
The marching band is playing my song.
The cheerleaders run out,
While the fans in the crowd scream and shout.
The mics make a boom,
The football game will begin soon.
The teams come out with loud thumps,
The cheerleaders fl ip and jump, and the music stops,
The fans are so quiet,
You can hear a pin drop.
The game is beginning,
Everyone hopes their team will be winning.
The scoreboard lights up,
The whistle is blown,
And the ball is thrown.
The game will now begin,
Just wait to see who will win!!
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CALL FOR  
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor  

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363

Crispy Smoked Bacon / Housemade Muffins
Mushroom Cheddar Frittata / Carrot-Oatmeal Bread / Ricotta Scrambled Eggs & Grits

Herb Grilled Vegetables/ Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Peppers
Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata / Mortadella

Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella
Olive Medley / Bruschetta

MIxed Garden Salad / Caesar Salad / Baby Arugula & Kale
Balsamic Vinaigrette / Honey Mustard / Garlic Parmesan / Buttermilk Ranch

Fresh Housemade Focaccia / Three Ways
Potato & Rosemary / Pizza Margherita / ‘Formaggio’ 3 Cheeses

Thyme Scented Extra Virgin Olive Oil

Slow Roasted Prime Rib ~ Rosemary ’au jus‘
Smoked Country Ham ~ Dijon / Honey Glaze

Slow Braised Lamb Stew —Chianti / Thyme / Root Vegetables
Chicken ‘Valdaosta’ — Fontina / Prosciutto / Rosemary

Shrimp Stuffed Sea Bass — Citrus / Scallions / Vino Bianco
Crisp Fried Calamari — Spicy Marinara

Rigatoni ‘Boscaiola’ — Mushrooms / Peppers / Pomodoro
Cavatelli ‘Barese’ — Broccoli Rabe / Sausage / Roast Garlic

Baked Eggplant Rollatini — Mozzarella / Ricotta /Tomato
Spring Vegetable Medley

Sweet Onion Mashed / in Martini Glass
Fixins’: Cheese / Bacon/ Chives/Sour Cream /Corn

Strawberry ‘Shortcake’ Parfait / Coconut Chocolate Mousse
Warm Housemade Waffles — Berry Compote / Nutella

Pastries / Cookies / Cannolis / Fresh Fruit / Lemon Chiffon Cake
Chocolate Fondue - Dips - Marshmallows - pretzels - Strawberries

Adults: $55.00 per person + tax

Children (12 yrs and under) $30.00 per child + tax
Buona Pasqua!!

Douglaston Manor
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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Akonjee, 55, was found with 
four bullets to the head and 
body, and Uddin, 64, with one 
shot to the head. Both were 
later sent to an area hospital 
where they died from their 
injuries. 

A Good Samaritan tipped 
off the police to Morel’s where-
abouts in Brooklyn in a com-
pletely separate incident the 
same day that at took place 
moments after the shooting 
that led to his capture. 

Twelve minutes after 
shooting the imam and Ud-
din, another surveillance 
camera placed Morel in East 
New York, the Brooklyn 
neighborhood that borders 
Ozone Park. 

The Good Samaritan wit-
nessed Morel strike a bicy-
clist with his SUV without 
stopping in East New York 
and then he jumped into his 
own car to follow the defen-
dant in order to get his li-
cense number for the police.

Once the police arrived to 
search the defendant’s home 
a .38 caliber revolver was 
recovered behind a kitchen 

wall at Morel’s apartment.
Forensic analysis deter-

mined that the bullets found 
in the imam and Uddin 
where from the same revolv-
er, Brown said.

Morel’s sentencing is 
scheduled for April 18 and 
he faces life in prison with-
out the possibility of parole. 

“The defendant now faces 
spending the rest of his natu-
ral life locked behind bars,” 
Brown said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

disappointed with Secretary 
Ross, and I will now look to in-
troduce legislation to stop this 
question from being included 
on the census,” she said.

The Census Bureau is re-
quired to provide Congress 
with the final 2020 census 
questions by March 31.

During the hearing, Ross 
said he had yet to make a de-
cision on whether or not to 
include the question of citi-
zenship.  Meng called it “out-
rageous and irresponsible” 
that Ross had no answer on 
whether or not a citizenship 
question would be included. 
She and Rep. José Serrano (D-
NY) sent a letter to the secre-
tary in January urging him to 
reject the proposal.  

At the hearing, Meng said 

Ross failed to adequately an-
swer her questions about the 
costs associated with adding 
such a question, and whether 
or not it would improve accu-
racy. 

“Adding a question about 
citizenship status would be 
reckless and misguided,” 
Meng said. “It would lower re-
sponse rates from those in im-
migrant communities, make 
the census more expensive, 
and add further complications 
to an already underfunded 
and under-prepared Census 
Bureau. There is too much at 
stake to risk an inaccurate 
count. Secretary Ross must 
make a final decision, and that 
decision must be to reject any 
plan that would ask about citi-
zenship on the 2020 census.”

The national census, com-
pleted every 10 years, is the 
mechanism by which funding 
for federal programs is allo-
cated and congressional seats 

are apportioned. Meng said is-
sues with undercounting and 
inaccurate reporting from 
the previous censuses in 2010 
and 2000 have cost New York 
billions of dollars in funding 
for community programs, as 
well as seats in Congress. The 
count is mandated in Article I, 
Section 2 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

Steven Choi, executive di-
rector of the New York Immi-
gration Coalition, said the idea 
of adding a citizenship ques-
tion to the Census is a thinly 
veiled attempt to depress im-
migrant census turnout.

“Message to the Adminis-
tration: we are watching you, 
and with the help of Congres-
sional allies like Grace Meng, 
we will fight on every front 
together with the New York 
Counts 2020 coalition to en-
sure that every New Yorker is 
fully counted in the 2020 Cen-
sus.” Choi said. 

positive campaigns helped 
counter the negative political 
message from Washington and 
helped solidify New York City as 
a welcoming and open city. 

“Despite geopolitical chal-
lenges and a travel ban that 
made our task of promoting 
tourism more challenging than 
ever, we are pleased to see that 
we overcame these hurdles to 
realize a consecutive eighth 
year of tourism growth in New 
York City,” he said. 

According to Dixon, the 
increase in Asian and South 
American visitors helped offset 
drops in the city’s traditional 
European core markets. 

Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside), who also serves as 
chairman of the Committee on 

Economic Development, said it 
was no surprise that the world’s 
“greatest city” would continue 
to see growth in tourism year 
after year.

“However, the reality is that 
many challenges had to be over-
come in order to continue this 
unparalleled growth,” he said. 
“The real takeaway here is that 
our city continues to success-
fully create countless reasons 
for visitors to come, and I look 
forward to working with my 
colleagues and the Administra-
tion to support initiatives and 
campaigns that will continue 
to make New York City the pre-
mier tourist destination in the 
world.”

To help boost travel in 2017, 
NYC & Company signed more 
international city-to-city tour-
ism partnerships. The new part-
nerships included popular cities 
like Cape Town, Toronto, Tokyo, 

and renewals with Mexico City 
and Seoul. These partnerships 
include media exchanges to fur-
ther promote NYC abroad.

New York has the most ac-
tive hotel development pipeline 
in the United States, with 4,000 
new rooms added to the city’s 
hotel inventory last year, bring-
ing the total to almost 116,500 
rooms, according to NYC & 
Company. Last year, the city 
sold a record 36.4 million hotel 
room nights, a 4.5 percent rise 
from 2016.

Business also helped boost 
tourism, as 6.2 million meetings 
and convention delegates came 
to the city in 2017, contributing 
to the 13 million business travel-
ers who visited.

NYC & Company expects 
another year of growth, as 2018 
is on track to see a 3.7 percent 
increase of visitors, totaling 65.1 
million visitors.

Law, a bill that will create 
and fund a program to pro-
vide voluntary GPS track-
ing devices to children and 
adults with developmental 
disorders, like Autism Spec-
trum Disorder.”

Nearly half of all chil-
dren with autism have wan-
dered from their caregivers 
at some point, according to a 
2012 study by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. A 
2017 report by the National 
Autism Association revealed 
that between 2011 and 2016, 
nearly one third of missing 
person cases of those with 
autism resulted in death or 
required medical attention. 
According to AWAARE and 
the National Autism Asso-
ciation, of these children , 74 
percent run or wander from 
their own home or from 
someone else’s home, 40 
percent run or wander from 
stores and 29 percent run or 

wander from schools
Tracking devices can 

be worn as non-tampering 
wristwatches, anklets, or 
clipped onto belt loops or 
into shoelaces. They can also 
be woven into specially de-
signed clothing.

According to Schumer, 
these life-saving devices 
are currently available in 
about two-thirds of New York 
state’s counties. Schumer 
said that passage of Kevin & 
Avonte’s Law into law will 
be a vital first step in ensur-
ing lifesaving technology is 
available to all New York lo-
calities and beyond.

“I am proud to have con-
tinued to speak up for those 
who cannot and to have au-
thored this important bill, 
which will help Avonte Oqu-
endo’s memory to live on, 
while helping to prevent oth-
er children and teens with 
autism from going missing.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

strong in the first quart of 2017, 
rising by 4.6 percent, accord-
ing to the report.

State Assemblywoman 
Stacy Pheffer Amato (D-Rock-
away Beach) has been pres-
suring the MTA and EZPass to 
create an amnesty program to 
alleviate the burden on people 
who have been slammed with 
fines she claims are unfair to 
users of the Cross Bay Bridge 
between the Peninsula and 
mainland Queens.

“Though we might still 
have some challenges, lack of 
transit options and unneces-
sary tolls, the Rockaway Pen-
insula is like none other in the 
world. I was raised here and 
I’m raising my family here,” 
Pheffer Amato said. “We love 
the vibrant diversity in our 
community that draws new 
people here. That’s why this 
community is growing, why 
people who came to rebuild 
after Sandy are staying for the 
long haul.”

The Rockaways are also ex-
periencing a population boom. 
The 2000 to 2012 record high of 
128,400 dropped by 16 percent 
following Sandy, but has re-
covered with about 127,400 in 
2016. About 90 percent of these 
people, however, work outside 
the Rockaways.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(D-South Ozone Park) said the 

investments made in the com-
munities and economies of Rock-
aways are new for the previously 
overlooked communities.

“When Superstorm Sandy 
devastated the Rockaways, I 
vowed to do everything in my 
power to help those communi-
ties rebuild. Nearly six years 
later, the Peninsula has made a 
remarkable recovery,” Ulrich 
said. “For decades, the resi-
dents of Rockaway were under-
represented and lacked a voice 
at City Hall, but today – our 
future is brighter than ever 
before. Historic investments 
have been on every corner of 
the Peninsula, allowing this 
community to thrive. While 
there is still work to be done, 
our progress and resiliency is 
inspiring.”

The City Council also re-
cently voted to rezone 23 blocks 
in downtown Far Rockaway to 
expand affordable housing and 
community services, which 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton) praised.

“The Rockaways are see-
ing a resurgence like never 
before,” Richards said. “With 
investments in affordable 
housing, infrastructure and 
new commercial development, 
people are no longer coming 
just for the beaches, they are 
coming to live, work and put 
down roots for their families.

With a fifth of the popula-
tion in the Rockaways below 
the poverty level, it has the 
13th lowest median household 
income in the city at $44,000.

Continued from Page 5 

Imam

Continued from Page 5 

Rockaways

Continued from Page 4 

Avonte law

Continued from Page 4 

Census

Continued from Page 4 

Tourism



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 30–APRIL 5, 201846    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sports

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

Another Major League 
Baseball season has begun. 
The Mets opened their sea-
son Thursday afternoon and 
are set to embark on what 
should be an interesting 2018 
campaign, the team’s first 
under the guidance of new 
manager Mickey Callaway. 

Let’s take a look at what 
Mets fans can expect to see 
from their team this season. 

Pitching Staff

The Mets added one new 
arm to the rotation, but 

much of their starting staff 
remains the same. Aces 
Noah Syndergaard and Ja-
cob deGrom will once again 
lead the staff, with free agent 
signing Jason Vargas join-
ing holdovers Matt Harvey 
and Steven Matz in the rota-
tion. Vargas will start the 
season on the disabled list 
with a hand injury, though 
his DL stint is expected to be 
short. Seth Lugo will start 
the season in the rotation, 
while Zack Wheeler is slated 
to begin the year in Triple-

New manager Mickey Callaway is looking to lead the Mets back to the 
postseason in 2018.  AP Photo

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Bayside native Carol Klenf-
ner has found something new... 
and all she had to do was follow 
the bouncing ball. 

The sport of ping pong has 
opened up a whole new world for 
the energetic 72-year-old New 
Yorker, who has become a three-
time national level table tennis 
player, now enjoying an exciting 
new chapter in her busy life.

Klenfner is a regular at her 
favorite hangout, Spin, located 
in the Flatiron District at 48 E. 
23rd St. It’s where you can find 
her about four times a week, 
paddle in hand, focusing her 
gaze on a little orange ball. It’s 
also where she comes to find her 
inner peace.

On Sundays, she leads the 
women’s league. She also gets 
coaching sessions from her 
“wonderful” instructor Mat-
thew Khan — a Queens resident 
— on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
and enjoys playing and social-
izing with “a fun, eclectic group 
of people,” on Wednesdays and 
Fridays.

When she’s not working hard 
to take advantage of that sweet 
spot in the paddle to produce 
significant amounts of spin, or 
trying to master a super heavy 
backspin serve, Klenfner is 
still doing PR and juggling both 
work and play with ease.

Fit and determined, she is 
looking forward to competing 
in the Empire State Games in 
Cortland — located in upstate 
New York — in June. Last time 

around, she won two gold med-
als, which qualified her to play 
in the 2017 National Senior 
Games, where she was “rib-
boned.”  

Nothing else seems to mat-
ter when this woman of a cer-
tain age becomes one with her 
paddle.

“The thing about table ten-

nis is that when I’m playing, 
I can tune out the rest of the 
world.  You have to, because it 
all moves so fast,” Klenfner said. 
“I’ve noticed that playing has 
made my reflexes faster. Also, 
it brings back the feeling of be-
ing a child when I would go out 
and play. I think the word ‘play’ 

Bayside native Carol Klenfner, 72, is a ping pong champion and a regu-
lar at her favorite hangout, Spin, located in the Flatiron District. 

Photo by Eric Brumbach

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

Mets will improve, 
miss playoffs in 2018

A ping pong legend
Bayside native, 72, showcases her table tennis skills

Zach 
Gewelb
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A. 
Just like the last couple of 

seasons, as the starting rota-
tion goes, so do the Mets. If 
the rotation is healthy and 
efficient, then the Mets 
should remain in the play-
off picture throughout the 
season. If the rotation falls 
apart like it did in 2017, then 
it will be tough for the Mets 
to make a postseason push. 

The Mets added Anthony 
Swarzak to the relief corps 
this offseason, joining Jer-
ry Blevins, Jeurys Familia 
and AJ Ramos to form what 
should be an above aver-
age bullpen in 2018. After 
a breakout 2017 season, 
the Mets are counting on 
Swarzak to be a reliable op-
tion as a middle reliever, set-
ting the table for late-game 
options Familia and Ramos. 
Blevins returns as a solid 
lefty out of the pen.

The Lineup

The Mets should have a 
more balanced lineup in 2018 
after signing free agents Jay 
Bruce and Todd Frazier in 
the offseason. Those two — 
plus first baseman Adrian 
Gonzalez — bring some 
much-needed depth to line-
up, which will also consist 
of holdovers Asdrubal Ca-
brera, Yoenis Cespedes, Tra-
vis d’Arnaud and 22-year-old 
shortstop Amed Rosario. 

Michael Conforto will 
start the season on the DL, 
which allows Juan Lagares 
and Brandon Nimmo to split 
time in center field to start 
the season. Expect to see 
Nimmo start against right-
ies, while Lagares will like-
ly be in the lineup against 
southpaws. 

Jose Reyes is back again 
and will provide some depth 
and versatility off the bench, 
along with Wilmer Flores 
and newcomer Phillip Ev-
ans, who gets Conforto’s ros-
ter spot while the 2017 All-
Star is on the DL. 

Prediction: 86-76

The Mets, while rebound-
ing from their 70-win 2017 
campaign, will improve this 
season, though they will fall 
just short of earning a sport 
in the playoffs. 

The Mets will finish sec-
ond in the division behind 
the Washington Nationals 
— who will clinch the NL 
East for the third consecu-
tive season — and will just 
miss out on the final Wild 
Card spot, which will go to 
the Milwaukee Brewers. 

The Mets will have better 
luck with health this sea-
son, but it won’t be enough 
to make the playoffs, mak-
ing 2018 the second straight 
year out of the postseason 
for New York.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at 
zgewelb@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4539.

is one of the greatest four-letter 
words ever. Also, table tennis 
is a much more fun workout for 
body and mind than going to the 
gym and walking a treadmill.”

The Backstory

It all started when young 
Carol — who grew up in Bay-
side — and her family moved 
from their first home by the 
LIRR station to a house with a 
finished basement near the in-
tersection of Bell and Northern 
boulevards.

“One day, the doorbell rang. 
Outside were two giant delivery 
guys with a big flat box. Turned 
out to be a ping pong table sent 
to us by my dad’s uncle as a sur-
prise gift. We played a lot but not 
seriously. In those days it was 
just ‘ping pong,’ not table ten-
nis,” Klenfner said.

Back then, the Bayside of her 
childhood was bucolic. She re-
membered blackberry bushes, 
crabapple trees — her mom, a 
piano teacher, used them to bake 
pies — and lots of open space.

“My father was the optom-
etrist on Bell, a fixture in the 
community. Walking down the 
street with him was like being 
with the mayor,” Klenfner said. 
“He knew everyone and they all 
stopped to chat with him. When 
he died (in 1967), the Bayside 
Times featured his obit on the 
front page. My brother and I 
played stickball in the streets, 
roller skated, rode our bikes, 
etc. I went to PS 41, JHS 158 and 
Bayside High School.”

So, why ping pong?
Fast forward to about five 

years ago. After a series of set-
backs, Klenfner was trying 
to pull herself up by her boot 
straps and move forward with 
her life. It was a difficult time. 
Her husband died in 2009, and 
she got laid off from her full-

time job at a PR agency as a re-
sult of the recession. After sell-
ing the East Village apartment 
where she raised her children, 
she downsized and moved into 
smaller digs, renting on the Up-
per West Side.

Embracing her new reality, 
the savvy businesswoman set 
up a small freelance PR busi-
ness, working from her dining 
table. But she missed the excite-
ment of her old job. Klenfner 
said her first big PR gig involved 
handling publicity for iconic 
rock ‘n’ roll stars, like the Roll-
ing Stones, The Who, Jefferson 
Airplane, Pink Floyd, Aeros-
mith, and Elton John. She was 
his PR rep on his first ever trip 
to New York.

“I felt isolated after having 
a family around me and work-
ing for decades in offices. Then 
I happened to see a documen-
tary on PBS called ‘Ping Pong,’ 
which focused on a senior tour-
nament called the World Veter-
ans Championships,” Klenfner 
said. “It followed four table ten-
nis players from 80-100 years 
old and their struggle to win 
medals — and to stay alive. It 
was motivating. So, I started to 
play at Spin with a friend who 
also grew up in Queens, with 
a ping pong table in her base-
ment. We loved it. We tried out 
for the Women’s League at Spin 
and made the cut. Eventually, I 
got tired of losing and decided 
to take it more seriously and get 
coaching.”  

“It’s never too late to learn,” 
she insists.

Spin is the coolest place to 
play table tennis, according to 
Klenfner.

“It’s more than a ping pong 
club. It’s also a lounge and bar, 
and the mix of players come 
from all worlds,” she said. “The 
sport attracts a highly intelli-
gent, offbeat set of people and 

I’ve met a lot of down-to-earth 
players from all walks of life, in-
cluding well-known actors, shoe 
designers, comedy writers, and 
others,” she said, adding, “I love 
meeting new people and that 
serves me well in life. I always 
bring my ability to get along 
with people to everything I do.”

The mother of two said her 
daughters, Kate and Bryn, 
are super proud of their mom 
— as are her friends, who are 
impressed at how quickly she 
picked up this sport and how 
well she’s doing.

A fierce competitor, the 
ping pong diva is getting 
ready to show off her athleti-
cism, passion, skill and fast 
reflexes once again, when she 
plays in Las Vegas at yet an-
other competition, the Word 
Veterans Championship — 
her original motivator from 
the documentary — in June. 
She said it feels like “a closing 
of the circle to actually play 
that tournament.”

It’s all those qualities, com-
bined with what she calls “the 
ability to gauge the opponent’s 
weakness — and exploit them,” 
that make for a great ping pong 
player. Klenfner has plans to 
play more tournaments, and 
said her mission is to keep im-
proving her game.

Table tennis is all about hav-
ing fun and not taking life too 
seriously. The increasingly pop-
ular sport, which has evolved 
into a cultural movement of 
sorts, has the power to connect 
different people, regardless of 
age, gender or background.

Klenfner’s story brings to 
mind those memorable lyrics 
from a well-known of one of her 
former clients: “You can’t always 
get what you want, but if you try 
sometimes, well you just might 
find you get what you need.”

Klenfner practices for an upcoming tournament. Photo by Eric Brumbach

Continued from Page 47 

Mets

The Mets expect Noah Syndergaard to bounce back after an injury 
filled 2017 campaign. AP Photo



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 30–APRIL 5, 2018 49  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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and his wife have come up 
with a nickname for Zoey, 
which they believe signifies 
their daughter’s strength. 
Now “warrior princess Z” 
has become the hashtag for 
the GoFundMe page. 

“I wanted to make this 
page to try to ease some 
stress that they are un-
der,” the page reads. “Any 
amount will help Brian and 

Zee get through this! Please 
keep this sweet girl in your 
prayers and help her beat 
this cancer! #warriorprin-
cessZ. Zoey you can do this! 
Zoeygirl you will do this!”

Friends have been shar-
ing their positive thoughts 
and donations. Donor John 
Restrepo, wrote: “For a fam-
ily that has been nothing 
but sweet and loving! You 
will get through this and 
then some! My prayers are 
with your family. May God 
Bless you!”

Scott Morin wrote “Best 

wishes Zoey! One day at a 
time, you can do this.”

Brian Gorman said he 
and his wife feel incredibly 
grateful for the support. 

“Truthfully, this has 
been humbling for our 
souls,” he said. “It has 
shown us that so many peo-
ple love us and love her and 
just want to help us in any-
way they can.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

had passed the exams in 2015 
and was awaiting an open 
position. 

He was the 1,150th FDNY 
member to have died on the 
job as he tried to find his 
way out of a smoky basement 
of a building converted to 
a film set during the five-
alarm fire that broke out in 
Harlem March 23. 

The tragedy follows the 
deaths of FDNY members 
and reservists Lt. Christo-
pher J. Raguso, of Division 
13 in Richmond Hill, and 
Fire Marshal Christopher 
T. “Tripp” Zanetis, of Long 
Island City. They were two 
of seven killed in helicopter 
crash on March 15 during an 
American military opera-
tion in Iraq.

Davidson served as “noz-
zle man” and was first into 
the building. The medical 
examiner determined he 
died of smoke inhalation. He 
left behind his wife Eileen 
and four children.

The firefighter grew up 
in Sunnyside’s Phipps Hous-
es and attended St. Sebas-
tian’s Catholic Academy. He 
graduated from Archbishop 
Molloy High School in Bri-
arwood.

“Michael made this city 
great through his actions 
every day and for him it was 
not just enough to serve, he 
exhibited so many forms of 
leadership. He was a corner-
stone, a cornerstone of his 
company as the nozzle man, 
cornerstone of his wonderful 
community, Floral Park. A 
firefighter’s firefighter, an 
example to everyone, some-
one the rookies looked up to 
and learned from,” de Blasio 
said. 

“To Michael’s children, to 
Brooke, to Joseph, to Emily, 

to Amy, this is a difficult, 
painful, confusing time for 
young people there’s so much 
to wonder about. Let me of-
fer you a personal thought. 
I had a dad who wore a uni-
form and served with pride 
as well, lost him too early 
in life as well. One thing 
you will find that you will 
remember your father as a 
hero, you’ll remember his 
goodness, in your own mo-
ments of challenge, in your 
moments of doubt. Your fa-
ther will be there with you.”

De Blasio’s father was a 
World War II veteran who 
committed suicide when the 
mayor was 18 years old.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
recognized Davidson’s ori-
gins in his district with a 
moment of silence at a town 
hall meeting at PS 150 the 
night prior to the firefight-

er’s funeral.
City Council Speaker 

Corey Johnson, whose dis-
trict covers Manhattan, paid 
his respects to Davidson in a 
statement.

“This is a tragic day for 
New York City. Michael 
R. Davidson was a 15-year 
FDNY veteran whose ser-
vice for our city included 
four separate instances in 
which he was cited for brav-
ery,” Johnson said. “My 
deepest condolences to his 
wife, Eileen, and their four 
children. They lost a hus-
band and father, and New 
York lost a true hero whose 
life was dedicated to keeping 
us safe.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Firefi ghter
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GoFundMe

Firefighters across the city mourned the death of Lt. Michael Davidson on March 27 after he was killed in a Harlem basement fire days earlier. 
 Photos by Seth Wenig/AP

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Davidson, a native of Sunnyside, was given the rare honor of a funeral 
mass at St. Patrick’s Catherdral in Manhattan. 
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Open an account today!
Stop by or call any of  our branch locations in Queens

*Terms & Conditions: New money only. Offer ends on May 31, 2018. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice and is accurate as of March 28, 2018. Does 
not require the opening of a checking account. The minimum/maximum balance required to open the CD and earn the advertised APY is $500.00/$2,000,000.00. Penalties may apply 
for early CD withdrawals. This offer may be modified or withdrawn at any time without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Speak to a branch representative for additional details.

MEMBER FDIC

Spring into action and save

23-25 31st Street
Astoria, NY 11105

(929) 429-3500 

23-88A Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY 11360

The Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center
(929) 409-6100 

132-11A 14th Avenue
College Point, NY 11356

(718) 215-7500 

159-14 Cross Bay Blvd
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 835-1962

254-57 Horace Harding 
Expressway

Little Neck, NY 11362
Little Neck Plaza
(929) 448-2200

19-01 Utopia Pkwy
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 279-1206

®

Regular CD money is also eligible

3-Year IRA CD: 
5-Year IRA CD:
7-Year IRA CD:

10-Year IRA CD: 3.25% APY*

1-Year IRA CD: 2.10% APY*
2.55% APY*
2.80% APY*
3.00% APY*


