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BY BILL PARRY

The extreme makeover of 
Queensbridge Park took anoth-
er step forward last week with 
the ground-breaking for a new 
$6.25 million Park House that 
will replace an old dilapidated 
structure that stood unused for 
decades.

Demolition of the original 
facility, built in 1941, began in 
the morning of March 29 and 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) joined 
community leaders and city 
Parks officials for the ceremo-
ny at the 20-acre park.  It runs 
along the waterfront beneath 
the Queensboro Bridge and di-
rectly across Vernon Boulevard 
from Queensbridge Houses, the 
nation’s largest public housing 
development..

“This new Park House will 
bring new amenities to all who 
use Queensbridge Park,” Van 
Bramer said. “Ensuring that 
this park has all the features and 
amenities needed to serve the 
seniors, families and children 
of Queensbridge and Western 
Queens has always been a prior-
ity for me. I have been working 
to bring improvements to this 
park since taking office and am 
proud to have secured funding 
for this Park House project.”

BY BILL PARRY

The MTA is scaling back 
its original plan to overhaul 
and modernize 32 subway 
stations throughout the five 
boroughs after most of the 
program’s $936 million bud-
get has already been spent 
on 19 stations, including two 
in Astoria on the N/W line’s 
30th Avenue and 36th Av-
enue stations. 

Astoria will not be spared 
additional closures during 
the scale-back of Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s Enhanced 
Station Initiative as projects 
planned for the 39th Avenue 
station and the Broadway 
station remain on track be-
ginning in June and the par-
tial closure of the Ditmars 
Boulevard station will begin 
in April because it was not 
part of the governor’s initia-
tive.

“The budget for ESI is un-
changed,” MTA spokesman 
Jon Weinstein said. “We are 
looking to do as much work 
as possible during the sta-
tion closure, which is more 
than we originally scoped 
in order to take advantage 
of increased productivity 
and reducing station closure 
time, resulting in less in-
convenience for our custom-
ers. These additional tasks 
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BY BILL PARRY

Students from St. John’s 
Prep in Astoria and St. Leo’s 
Catholic Academy in Corona 
donated their time and ef-
forts to brighten the Easter 
holiday for children living 
in two shelters for homeless 

families Sunday. 
The youngsters prepared 

161 brightly decorated Easter 
baskets filled with candy, small 
toys, craft and hygiene items 
and delivered them to the Bou-
levard Family Residence at the 
former Pan American Hotel in 
Elmhurst and the Metro Fam-

ily Shelter in Woodside as part 
of a project spearheaded by 
St. John’s Prep dance director 
Debra Befumo.

“As a child, I couldn’t wait 
to receive an Easter basket 
filled with toys from my par-
ents, but for children living in 

Students bring Easter to shelter kids

Continued on Page 53

Queensbridge
breaks ground
on park house

MTA cuts back station repairs
Reconstuction projects along N/W line in Astoria will not be curtailed

St. John’s Prep Dancers volunteered to pack 161 Easter baskets for 
children living in shelters. Courtesy of Debra Befumo

TEACHING THE MLK WAY

Queens Library President Dennis Walcott reads to a group of elementary school students from “We 
March” — a children’s book about Martin Luther King Jr. — at the library’s Jamaica branch to mark the 
50th anniversary of King’s assassination,  Photo by Michael Shain
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BY BILL PARRY

A Sunnyside-based im-
migration attorney has been 
charged with asylum fraud 
and knowingly making false 
statements on more than 
180 asylum applications for 
clients, according to federal 
prosecutors.

Andreea Dumitru, 42, 
whose law firm Andreea 
Dumitru & Associates is lo-
cated at 48-23 Skillman Ave., 
faces up to 10 years in prison if 
convicted on the asylum count 
and 10 years on the false state-
ments count.

“Andreea Dumitru, an im-
migration attorney, is alleged 
to have submitted fraudulent 
forms for over 180 clients, each 
containing statements and 
representations she knew to 
be false,” Manhattan U.S. At-
torney Geoffrey Berman said. 
“She now faces prison time for 
her alleged crimes.”

The indictment alleges 
that between 2012 and 2017, 
Dumitru participated in a 
scheme to submit fraudulent 
I-589 Forms in connection 
with applications for asylum. 
Specifically, she submitted 
more than 180 applications in 
which she knowingly made 
false representations regard-
ing applicants’ criminal histo-
ries and containing personal 
narratives of alleged perse-
cution while certifying each 
application as true and cor-
rect under penalty of perjury, 
prosecutors said.

“Dumitru is alleged to 
have used her trusted posi-
tion to defraud the govern-
ment, submitting fraudulent 
documents to claim asylum,” 
Homeland Security Investiga-
tions Special Agent-in-Charge 
Angel Melendez said. “Her al-
leged actions took up time and 
resources while those with 
valid asylum claims waited in 
line. Now Dumitru will enter 
a courtroom as a defendant to 

face the consequences for her 
alleged actions.”

The charges come in the 
midst of the Trump adminis-
tration’s crackdown on immi-
gration into the United States 
and increased enforcement 
activity by Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement.

“U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services is proud 
of the hard work of our fraud 
detection officers that leads 
us to important cases like this 
one, and ensures that those 
who try to commit immigra-
tion fraud will face justice,” 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services New York Asy-
lum Office Director Patricia 
Menges said. 

Last year, state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman 
announced a five-count tax 
fraud indictment against 
Dumitru and Evgeny “Taxi 
King” Freidman alleging the 
two had pocketed $5 million 
owed to the MTA. That fraud 
case is set to go to trial in 
June.

Dumitru served as chief 
financial officer at Evgeny’s 
Taxicab Management, which 
operates a fleet of more than 
800 taxicabs out of several de-
pots across the city, including 
one on Roosevelt Avenue in 
Sunnyside.
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BY BILL PARRY

Free Wi-Fi service is now 
available in Gantry Plaza State 
Park, the 12-acre oasis along 
the East River waterfront in the 
Hunters Point section of Long 
Island City, the state Parks De-
partment announced last Fri-
day.

The expansion of the pro-
gram builds on a free public Wi-
Fi system already installed at 
Jones Beach, Robert Moses and 
East River state parks. 

“New York’s remarkable 
state park system welcomes 
tens of millions each year, and 
more and more families are 
looking to explore the outdoors 
and make the most of precious 
leisure time by having access to 
popular convinces,” state Parks 
Commissioner Rose Harvey 
said. “Working with our part-
ners, we are pleased to expand 
this valuable service at these 
treasured parks and destina-
tions for the upcoming season, 
building on our commitment 
to improving the overall visitor 
experience.”

Users can access the service 
called “Oh, Ranger!” Wi-Fi by 
selecting the network on their 
devices and accepting terms 
and conditions. The service, in-
cluding its equipment, installa-
tion, programming, and mainte-
nance, is made possible through 
the support of Toyota.

“We’re grateful for this op-
portunity and hope that it will 
enhance the experience of vis-
iting these New York public 
parks,” Toyota North America 
Vice President Steven Curtis 
said. In addition to providing 
free connectivity for visitors, 
the Toyota-supported public 
Wi-Fi is a digital information 
portal that can help educate 
visitors, identify park visita-
tion patterns, generate aware-
ness of upcoming programs 
and events, serve as an opera-
tions management tool, and 

promote volunteerism.
“We’re thrilled that Toyota’s 

ongoing commitment allows us 
to bring free internet to millions 
of visitors to New York state 
parks, as well as other iconic 
outdoor destinations all across 
America,” American Park 
Network Publisher and Editor-
in-Chief Mark Saferstein said. 
“They’ve set a great example of 
how corporations can serve the 
public good. We look forward 
to collaborating with Toyota to 
encourage everyone to get out-
doors.”

The leadership of the Hunt-
ers Point Parks Conservancy, 
which works to preserve and 
enhance the neighborhood’s 
parks, green spaces and water-
front, was pleased with the pro-
gram’s expansion into Gantry 
Plaza State Park.

“It’s a great addition to the 
park,” HPPC President Rob 
Basch said. “Our Long Island 
City community has many peo-
ple who work from home and 
effective Wi-Fi provides the op-
portunity for these people to use 
the park as the best office in the 
world.”

Today, the park is a popular 
destination due to its spectacu-
lar views of the Manhattan sky-
line along the four piers that jut 

out into the East River, as well 
as its manicured gardens and 
open spaces. The restored gan-
tries, which were used to load 
and unload rail car floats and 
barges, serve as a reminder of 
the neighborhood’s post-indus-
trial past

The vice president of the 
Conservancy, Mark Christie, 
flashed back to the early 1990s 
when he joined the late Bill 
Bylewski, the founder and long-
time president of the Friends of 
Gantry, and began cleaning the 
waterfront and making it more 
accessible to the people of Hunt-
ers Point.

“It was all abandoned ware-
houses both north and south 
of the gantries and everything 
was neglected,” Christie said. 
“And now the park is coming up 
on its 20th anniversary in May. 
It makes me very proud that our 
park is high on the list with the 
state Parks Department with 
Jones Beach and Robert Moses 
State Park, the other crown jew-
els in the system.”

The Hunters Point Parks 
Conservancy is planning a 20th 
anniversary celebration at Gan-
try on May 5, which is I Love My 
Park Day, in which thousands 
of volunteers help beautify park 
spaces across the state.

The state Parks Department announces its expansion of free public 
Wi-Fi has come to Gantry Plaza State Park in time for its 20th anniversary 
next month. Photo by Christina Santucci

Free Wi-Fi for Gantry Sunnyside attorney 
charged with fraud

A Sunnyside attorney is 
charged by federal prosecutors 
with knowingly making false 
statements on more than 180 
asylum applications. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Park will become ‘best offi ce in world’ for LIC residents
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RAISING A PRESCHOOLER 
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER?

For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops  

Contact: Aaren Kokubun at 
646.588.2301

or akokubun@ramapoforchildren.org.  

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
geared towards parents and caregivers of children 
under the age of fi ve who have recently received 
a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), 

or are in the process of having their child evaluated. 

You will leave this 4-part workshop series 
with “Toolbox” of strategies to:

Dates:  April 18th, May 2nd, May 16th, and June 6th 
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm

Where:  Kennedy, 2212 Third Avenue,  New York, NY
Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 

The workshop series is completely free to attend; 
though advanced registration is requested.

Former city cop gets 14 years for Astoria extortions

BY BILL PARRY
 
A former city cop was sen-

tenced to more than 14 years 
in prison in Brooklyn federal 
court late last month for his role 
in two schemes to extort small 
business owners in the Alba-
nian community in Astoria. 

Besnik Llakatura, 38, was 
an officer at the 120th Precinct 
on Staten Island when he forced 
two small business owners 
to pay bribes in exchange for 
protection between May and 
November 2013, according to 
the U.S. Attorney’s office for 
the Eastern District. Llakatura 
pleaded guilty March 27.

Denis Nikolla and Redinel 
Dervishaj, Llakatura’s co-con-
spirators in the organized crime 
gang, were sentenced to 18 and 
57 years in prison, respectively, 
federal prosecutors said. The 
three conspired to extort more 
than $24,000 from an Astoria 
seafood restaurant owner, with 
Dervishaj telling the victim 
he had to pay $4,000 a month 
because he had opened in “our 

neighborhood,” according to 
court filings.

When he failed to make the 
payments, Nikolla and Der-
vishaj threatened him on a 
public street and chased him at 
gunpoint. The victim, a friend of 
Llakatura, sought help from him 
not knowing he was involved in 
the scheme. Llakatura discour-
aged the victim from going to the 
police, court papers said.

The gang also attempted to 
extort $1,000 a week from the 
owner of two social clubs, who 
refused and stopped visiting his 
clubs out of fear for his safety. 
Llakatura and his co-defendants 
threatened, punched and pulled 
a gun on the victim’s head, leav-
ing him with injuries to his face, 
federal authorities said. The vic-
tim fled to a foreign country to 
avoid the defendants threats, 
and later sold his clubs.

“Besnik Llakatura took an 
oath to serve and protect the 
citizens of New York City as an 
officer with the NYPD, while 
simultaneously pledging his al-
legiance to a violent organized 

crime group bent on shaking 
down local Queens business 
owners within the Albanian 
community,” FBI Assistant 
Director-in-Charge William 

Sweeney said. “He quickly dis-
covered what happens to those 
who find themselves on the 
wrong side of the law, and after 
his guilty plea, was stripped of 

his shield of honor.”
Llakaturra was sentenced by 

U.S. District Judge Eric Vitalia-
no to 14 years and three months 
in prison for his convictions on 
two counts of Hobbs Act extor-
tion conspiracy and one count 
of brandishing a firearm in re-
lation to a crime of violence.

“In flagrant violation of his 
sworn duty to serve and protect 
the community, former Police 
Officer Llakatura, along with 
his criminal partners, used 
fear, intimidation and threats 
of violence to demand payment 
from hardworking citizens 
who dared to open businesses 
on their so-called ‘turf’ of As-
toria, Queens,” U.S. Attorney 
Richard Donoghue said. “To-
day’s sentence drives home the 
message that no one is above 
the law and a police officer 
who commits crimes against 
the community he serves will 
be held fully accountable.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Former NYPD officer Besnik Llakatura is sentenced to more than 14 years 
in prison after he took part in extortion schemes that targeted small 
business owners in Astoria. Courtesy of the U.S. Attorney’s Office

NYPD offi cer led double life as Albanian mobster protecting gang’s so-called turf: Feds
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman, leading 
a coalition of 17 attorneys gen-
eral around the nation, filed a 
new amicus brief in the U.S. 
Supreme Court last Friday 
opposing President Donald 
Trump’s third travel ban. The 
brief supports Hawaii’s case 
against the Trump adminis-
tration.

In this third challenge, the 
district court entered a nation-
wide preliminary injunction 
that prohibits enforcement of 
Trump’s indefinite ban on en-
try into the United States from 
six overwhelmingly Muslim 
countries: Iran, Libya, Syria, 
Somalia, Yemen and Chad. 
North Korea and Venezuela 
are also on the list.

The Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit affirmed 
the injunction, which protects 

foreign nationals with a bona 
fide relationship with a person 
or entity in the United States.

“Since day one, our coali-
tion of attorneys general has 
been on the front lines of the 
fight against this  unconsti-
tutional, unlawful, and un-
American,” Schneiderman 
said. “President Trump’s dis-
criminatory ban both hurts 
the families caught up in the 
chaos of his draconian policies 
and undermines our state’s 
residents, institutions, busi-
nesses, and economies. We’ll 
continue to act to protect our 
residents and our states.”

In addition to New York, 
the brief was signed by Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Illinois, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, Oregon, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, Virginia, 
Washington and the District 

AG leads coalition fi ght 
versus POTUS travel ban

Cuomo releases state budget
with focus on city improvements

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-

nounced details of the fiscal year 
2019 state budget with a message 
that tightened oversight of City 
Hall and stood defiant against 
the administration in Washing-
ton.   

With increased sway over 
public schools under mayoral 
control, increased funding for 
NYCHA housing, plans for the 
eventual closure of Rikers Is-
land and a middle- class tax cut 
designed to shield New Yorkers 
from the effects of the federal tax 
plan, the $168.3 billion state bud-
get placed a heavy emphasis on 
improvements in the city.

“This budget is a bold blue-
print for progressive action that 
builds on seven years of success 
and helps New York continue to 
lead amid a concerted and sus-
tained assault from Washington 

on our values and principles,” 
Cuomo said.

Schools will see a 3.9 per-
cent increase in funding over 
last year with $26.7 billion for 
the 2018-2019 year, which will 
amount to a 36 percent increase 
in education funding from 2012 

levels when Cuomo took office. 
The bill also requires the 

school districts to be transparent 
about where they allocate funds 
and invests $25 million in pre-K 
and after-school programs.

The state answered the calls 
of Queens elected officials to cut 
through bureaucracy to imple-
ment improvements to NYCHA 
facilities with $250 million after 
Astoria Houses received backup 
generators in February, which 
had been in the pipeline follow-
ing Superstorm Sandy.

Cuomo said he would issue 
an executive order for City Coun-
cil to appoint an independent 
monitor to work in collaboration 
with the state and residents in 

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
The fight for a fair 2020 cen-

sus has led to a lawsuit to block 
the Trump administration from 
demanding citizenship infor-
mation. 

On Tuesday morning, New 
York State Attorney General 
Eric T. Schneiderman filed 
the lawsuit in federal court in 
Manhattan. Schneiderman was 
joined by 17 attorneys general, 
six cities and the bipartisan 
U.S. Conference of Mayors. The 
coalition argued that a question 
on citizenship would depress 
turnout in states with large im-
migrant populations, threaten-
ing states’ fair representation in 
Congress and the Electoral Col-
lege and leading to the potential 
loss of billions in critical federal 
funds for education, infrastruc-
ture and Medicaid.

The census controversy be-
gan Dec. 12, when the U.S. De-
partment of Justice requested 
that the Census Bureau demand 
citizenship information in the 
2020 census form sent to every 
household in the United States 
even though the census is sup-
posed to count all persons, citi-

zens and non-citizens alike. The 
DOJ argued that the collection 
of citizenship information was 
necessary to ensure proper en-
forcement of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act.

But according to Schnei-
derman and 18 other states in 
a letter sent to the Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross in Feb-
ruary, the demand would have 
the opposite effect by driving 

down participation in immi-
grant communities. The poten-
tial undercount would deprive 
immigrant communities of fair 
representation when legislative 
seats are apportioned and dis-

trict lines are drawn, the letter 
said. 

Queens is the nation’s most 
ethnically diverse county, where 
nearly half of the residents are 
foreign-born.

Schneiderman said he is 
proud to lead this coalition in 
the fight for a full and fair cen-
sus. He said that for decades, 
both parties have respected 
the constitutional requirement 
with respect and now the Trump 
administration is recklessly 
breaking with that tradition. 

“One of the federal govern-
ment’s most solemn obligations 
is a fair and accurate count of 
all people in the country, citizen 
and non-citizen alike,” he said. 
“With immigrant communities 
already living in fear, demand-
ing citizenship status would 
drive them into the shadows, 
leading to a major undercount 
that threatens billions in feder-
al funding for New York and our 
fair representation in Congress 
and the Electoral College. 

Schneiderman’s lawsuit was 
brought under the Enumera-
tion Clause of the U.S. Consti-
tution, arguing that by asking 

Attorney General Eric Schneiderman’s lawsuit looks to block the Trump administration from demanding citi-
zenship information in the 2020 US Census. 

Schneiderman fi les suit against Trump 
Multiple attorneys general fi ght to block citizenship question set for 2020 US Census

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced 
oversight of NYCHA and city 
schools as part of the $100 billion 
state budget on March 30. 
 Courtesy of Gov. Cuomo’s office/Mike 

Groll

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 26Continued on Page 50
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Mayor talks education
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Mayor Bill de Blasio was in 
Jackson Heights last week for a 
town hall to announce progress 
on two major park projects in 
the neighborhood and extended 
trash pickups to combat litter. 
Some of the other announce-
ments that elicited cheers from 
the hundreds in attendance 
involved education, hospitals, 
sanitation, transportation and 
public safety. 

Fewer than 50 members of 
the throng who filled IS 145 — 
located at 33-34 80th St. — at the 
March 28 town hall knew that 
all middle schools in the city 
had free after-school programs, 
so the mayor asked the crowd to 
spread the word. 

The mayor also notified at-
tendees that preschool atten-
dance has increased in the last 
four years from 58 full-time 
preschoolers to 1,573 in Jackson 
Heights, that every 3-year-old 
will have free preschool by Sep-
tember 2021 in the city and that 

PS 398 will open in the fall of 
2019 at 69-01 34th Ave. 

“This is a community where 
there is a real need for new 
school space,” de Blasio said of 
the overcrowded school district. 

Repairs are about to start 
at PS 69 —located at 77-02 37th 
Ave. — and the mayor expects 
the work to be done by the end 
of April. 

The two-acre Travers Park 
at 76-09 34th Ave. will open Sep-
tember 2019 and Diversity Plaza 
will become a permanent pedes-
trian space after an $8 million 
investment. The plaza’s grand 
opening is in July, the mayor 
said. Jackson Heights Library 
will also receive an $11 million 
face-lift.

After being informed that 
Elmhurst Hospital has the 
eighth busiest emergency room 
in the nation, the city has in-
vested $30 million to expand 
and renovate both the ER and 
the hospital’s trauma center.

Many complaints were made 
about overflowing litter in Jack-

son Heights and additional year-
round service was added to the 
area starting March 28. 

There are now extra trash 
pickups on Fridays along 37th 
and Roosevelt avenues, while 
Broadway has gone from five 
to seven days of service each 
week.

The Department of Trans-
portation will add more light-
ing fixtures for the 7-train from 
Roosevelt Avenue stretching 
from 71st to 81st streets. To tack-
le the congestion at 73rd Street 
and 37th Avenue, a new traffic 
agent will be at the spot starting 
April 2. 

Some of the questions dur-
ing the Q&A portion of the town 
hall were about the LGBT com-
munity at schools, school buses 
and gentrification in Jackson 
Heights. 

“We have the most school 
buses in any city, but our air 
quality is the third worst,” said 
Tevin Grant, the founder of the 
Electric School Bus Campaign. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio speaks to a capacity crowd at a town hall at IS 45 in 
Jackson Heights, where he discussed a number of topics with members 
of the community. Photo by Naeisha Rose

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Dozens of people were 

outside City Hall last week to 
condemn Charter Commu-
nications, a cable company 
that also goes by the name of 
Spectrum, to mark the one-
year anniversary when many 
of the multibillion-dollar cor-
poration’s employees went on 
strike.

After Charter acquired 
Time Warner Cable in 2016, 
the $41.6 billion company pro-
posed eliminating the benefits 

of its union employees, accord-
ing to Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans,), the 
elected official who represents 
many of the members of the 
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers (Local 3) in 
Queens.

“Roughly 10 percent of the 
more than 1,800 Spectrum 
workers represented by Local 3 
live in southeast Queens,” said 
Miller, chairman of the Civil 
Service and Labor Commit-
tee. “These skilled women and 

Rally at City Hall

Subway service not in sync
with more travel outside 9-5

BY MARK HALLUM
 
City Comptroller Scott 

Stringer issued a report on 
the subways that shows how 
the agency has failed to ad-
just to the needs of a modern 
city where residents no longer 
abide by the 9-to-5 workday.

Since 2010, ridership be-
tween 5 a.m. and 7 a.m. began 
to rise with little response 
from the MTA to accommodate 
straphangers in the growing 
health-care, hospitality, retail, 
food services, and entertain-
ment industries, according to 
Stringer.

While the traditional peak 
hours have become increas-
ingly overcrowded, those 
working outside the 9-to-5 rou-
tine have been left with sparse 
train service, the report said.

“During rush hour, we’re 
packed into subway cars like 
sardines. But outside tradi-
tional  9-to-5 travel, off-peak 
service is fundamentally 
failing to meet demand. It’s 

a crisis within a crisis, be-
cause over the past decade, 
the nature of our economy has 
changed and ridership late 
nights and early mornings has 
risen while actual service to 
match it has not. That means 
that those who need service to 
get to work during non-tradi-
tional hours are stuck with a 
crisis not of overcrowding, but 

of infrequency,” Stringer said. 
These types of jobs com-

prise about 40 percent of 
private sector employment, 
according to the report, a 57 
percent increase over the past 
decade while the state agency 
still runs 60 percent fewer 
trains during the hours most 
utilized by these demograph-
ics.

In 1985, about half of sub-
way ridership into Manhat-
tan’s central business district 
was between 7 a.m. and 9 
a.m., but these numbers had 
dropped by 28 percent by 2015.

“We’ve looked at the human 
impacts of delays, the econom-
ic cost of slowdowns, and the 
crisis above ground with our 
bus system,” Stringer contin-
ued. “Now we’re showing how 
immigrants, New Yorkers of 
color, and lower-income neigh-
bors are disproportionately af-
fected by the off-peak subway 
crisis. The time for action is 
now. We need more service in 

City Comptroller Scott Stringer 
claims the MTA has not updated 
its service schedule despite rider-
ship growth outside peak hours. 

Photo by Michael Shain

On the one-year anniversary of the electrical workers union strike 
against Spectrum cable company, members of the City Council ral-
ly in support of the nearly 2,000 union members still off the job.  

Courtesy of Miller’s office

Blaz praises boost in pre-K attendance at town hall

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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Simotas rape kit preservation bill now law
BY BILL PARRY

The $168 billion 2018-2019 
state budget approved and 
signed into law by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo early Saturday 
contained legislation, spon-
sored by Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria), ensuring sexual assault 
survivors have a 
greater opportu-
nity to seek jus-
tice by preventing 
the premature 
destruction of 
sexual assault evidence kits, 
commonly referred to as fo-
rensic rape kits. 

Simotas’ legislation is 
now law in New York state, 
where each rape kit must be 
preserved for 20 years so that 
evidence remains available 
for use in investigations and 
prosecutions.

Currently, if a victim 
chooses not to make an im-
mediate police report, the 
hospital that collects the rape 
kit is only required to retain 
the evidence for 30 days be-
fore it can be discarded. This 
is often not enough time for a 

traumatized victim to make 
a decision about moving for-
ward with a criminal com-
plaint.

“Preserving untested 
rape kits preserves a victim’s 
right to move forward with a 
prosecution of the perpetra-
tor,” Simotas said. “No sex-
ual assault survivor should 

ever be told that a 
prosecution is not 
possible because 
a rape kit was dis-
posed of prema-
turely.”

The new law requires 
that such rape kits be re-
tained for at least 20 years 
from the date of collection at 
a centralized secure storage 
facility. This will include 
clothing, cotton swabs, 
slides and other relevant 
items, which will be identi-
fied with a code matching 
the survivor’s medical re-
cords.

Speaking at a news con-
ference Friday, Gov. Cuomo, 
who made Simotas’ Rape Kit 
Preservation Bill a priority, 
said the longer time frame 
for storing the sexual assault 

evidence kits will help pros-
ecute attackers in the future.

“We know that DNA is 
now the fingerprint for many 

crimes,” Cuomo said. “We 
haven’t been keeping rape 
kits long enough to really 
have a database that we can 

then go back to. Increasing 
it from 30 days, you never 
really had an opportunity 
to build up a database. Now 
you’ll have 20 years of data.”

The new law will also 
ensure that sexual assault 
survivors are not billed for 
the sexual assault forensic 
exam. Even if the survivor 
has private insurance, she 
or he can choose to have 
the New York State Office of 
Victim Services reimburse 
the hospital where the exam 
was conducted. The law will 
also create a tracking sys-
tem so sexual assault sur-
vivors are notified where 
their kits are stored and 
when the 20-year storage pe-
riod is about to expire.

“Compassion must always 
be paramount in the law en-
forcement response to sexual 
assault victims,” Simotas 
said. “Preserving rape kits 
is the right thing to do and it 
will help lock up dangerous 
criminals.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 

Assembywoman Aravella Simotas’ Rape Kit Preservation Bill is now law 
after it was included in the State budget agreement.

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Bringing a new level of health care to 

Queens, the physicians of Mount Sinai 

Doctors Forest Hills are now offering 

personalized care in your neighborhood 

for you and your family, striving to develop 

ongoing relationships that last a lifetime.

Our brand new, 12,000 square-foot 

multispecialty practice combines a state-

of-the-art facility with the compassionate care 

of the Mount Sinai Health System and the 

world renowned expertise of our physicians. 

Patients receive primary and specialty care 

near home, and have access to the prominent 

experts, advanced treatments and latest 

protocols available at Mount Sinai’s seven 

hospitals and the Icahn School of Medicine 

at Mount Sinai.

Whether you or a loved one need treatment 

for a new condition, an ongoing concern, or 

need a second opinion, the physicians of 

Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills are here 

for you.  We invite you to stop by and visit.

Mount Sinai 
Doctors 
Forest Hills
99-01 Queens Blvd.
Rego Park, NY 11374

Call for an appointment: 
866-964-9206

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills

BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) received an endorsement 
from the Uniformed Firefighters As-
sociation Monday on his re-election 
campaign, citing his commitment to 
first responders and their families. 
The UFA becomes the fourth labor 
endorsement for Peralta, including 
the Uniformed Fire Officers Associ-
ation last month as well as Plumbers 
Local 1 and RWDSU.

“It’s important for our members 
to have strong partners in Albany 
who will fight for their safety and 
rights,” UFA President Gerard 
Fitzgerald said. “Senator Jose Per-
alta has been a tireless advocate for 
firefighters, sponsoring legislation 
to provide financial assistance to 
the families who give their lives on 
the job.”

His challenger in the Democratic 
primary, Jackson Heights resident 
Jessica Ramos, received an endorse-
ment from City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer last week in Corona. String-
er became the first citywide elected 
official to endorse a candidate run-
ning against an incumbent member 
of the Independent Democratic Con-
ference, which shares power with 
Senate Republicans allowing the 
GOP to control the chamber.

“Democrats have actually won 
these seats,” Stringer said. “They 
go to Albany, but instead of working 
with Democrats, they work with the 
Republicans. There’s imbalance.”

He added that during the era of 
President Donald Trump, it is now 
more important to support “true 
Democrats” as the first line of de-
fense in Albany.

“I’m here today because I want 
to see a Democratic state Senate. 
I want to break the dam,” Stringer 
said. “And I also want to support the 
next generation, not just in the La-
tino community, but throughout the 
city, and I believe Jessica Ramos, 
through her government resume 
and her life story, is somebody who 
is going to get to the state Senate and 
fight for change in a way we’ve nev-
er seen before.”

Ramos worked with Build Up 
NYC to fight for construction, hotel, 
and maintenance workers in New 
York City and served as a Democrat-
ic district leader from 2010 to 2014. 
She most recently served as director 
of Latino Media in the de Blasio ad-
ministration before stepping down 
to challenge Peralta.

For Ramos it is her third major 
endorsement in two weeks after City 
Councilman Costa Constantinides 

(D-Astoria) supported her campaign 
last week and City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
followed with his endorsement Mon-
day at the Woodside Houses. The 
Queens-born mother of two said she 
was honored to have Stringer join 
her campaign against Peralta.

“I’m running for state Senate to 
increase school funding, expand af-
fordable housing, and fix our broken 
subway system,” Ramos said. “My 
community deserves a leader who 
will put working families first — in-
stead of Jose Peralta, a senator who 
empowers Republicans at the ex-
pense of his district.”

The Peralta campaign dismissed 
the comptroller’s endorsement.

“While Senator Peralta is focused 
on delivering results for his con-
stituents on public housing, fixing 
the MTA, immigration and funding 
education, it seems Scott Stringer is 
playing politics to satisfy his mayor-
al ambitions,” said Jennifer Blatus, 
Peralta for Queens spokeswoman. 
“He should focus on his day job. We 
will not be distracted by his useless 
politicking.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Endorsements mount
in Peralta-Ramos race

State Sen. Jose Peralta receives his fourth 
labor endorsement for his re-election cam-
paign against Democratic primary challenger 
Jessica Ramos. NYS State Senate
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BREAKING NEWS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 

State Assemblyman Dan-
iel Rosenthal (D-Flushing) 
and state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) announced 
Monday that they have intro-
duced a bill to rehabilitate 
Lefferts Boulevard Bridge. 

Before the bill can move 
forward, the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority must con-
duct a study to explore the 
feasibility of restoring the 
Kew Gardens structure be-
tween Austin and Grenfell 
streets. The bridge is still in 
use.

The Long Island Rail Road 
bridge was built 90 years ago 
and has become unsafe for 
residents and the surround-
ing 12 businesses, according 
to the lawmakers.

For years, the commu-
nity has complained about 
the lack of maintenance 
surrounding the infrastruc-
ture.

Zee N Kay Management 
LLC, the company that is 
supposed to maintain the 
LIRR bridge, may not have 
its contract renewed. That 
could leave the future of the 
bridge up in the air, accord-
ing to the pols. 

Residents do not want the 
bridge to be demolished or 
fall into the hands of devel-
opers. 

“The MTA has been an ir-
responsible landlord and is 
now asking the community 
to bear the consequences,” 
said Rosenthal. “Despite 
years of complaints raised 
by our residents, nothing 
was done to address the haz-
ardous disrepair at this loca-
tion. Our legislation ensures 
that our community does not 
bear the burden for decades 
of neglect.”

Comrie agreed with 
Rosenthal and is calling for 
action. 

“Years of delinquency 
have brought us to this criti-
cal juncture,” said Comrie. 
“I stand united with the 
business owners, residents 
of Kew Gardens, community 
advocates, Assembly mem-
ber Rosenthal.”

Dominick Pistone, the 
resident of the Kew Gardens 
Civic Association, said it 
was about time somebody 
did something about the per-
ilous bridge. 

“Our elected officials un-

derstand the importance of 
this issue to the Kew Gardens 
community and to keeping 
the neighborhood livable and 
desirable,” said Pistone. “We 
hope the MTA/LIRR will rec-
ognize that keeping the stores 
and restoring the bridges is 
important to us. We look for-
ward to working with them.”

If the bill becomes law, 
findings in the study would 
have to go to the state Leg-
islature, the mayor and the 
governor by March 2019. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Residents fear that if stores are torn down to rebuild the Lefferts Boulevard Bridge, the cash-strapped MTA will lease the property to developers — 
as they did years ago on a similiar bridge within sight of the Kew Gardens LIRR station.  Photos by Michael Shain 

Pols fi ght to save Lefferts Blvd. Bridge
Rosenthal, Comrie introduce bill to rehabilitate 90-year-old Kew Gardens structure

The floor under the health food store on the bridge is starting to rot. 
This is the view from the station platform looking up. 

A proposed bill would require the MTA to figure out a way to fix the 
Lefferts Avenue Bridge without evicting a dozen store owners, including 
Nathalie Reid of Thyme Natural Market.
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Your Legs Deserve 
Our Attention

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

Call 1-866-243-7250
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare

LOCATIONS:    Queens, NY  |            White Plains, NY  
Florham Park, NJ  |            Hackensack, NJ

  NEW

  NEW

or visit metroveincenters.com
Covered by most insurance including Medicare
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Florham Park, NJ  |            Hackensack, NJ
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Call 1-866-243-7250
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare

Your Legs Deserve 
Our Attention

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

POLICE 

Blotter

LONG ISLAND CITY — A 50-year-
old man was crushed to death under-
neath a marble slab at a Long Island 
City warehouse Friday, according to 
the NYPD.

Police from the 108th Precinct re-
sponded to a report of a man injured in-
side the Leadstone USA facility — located 
at 50-09 27th Ave. — and discovered the 
victim with severe trauma to the neck, 
police said. EMS responded and pro-
nounced the worker dead at the scene.

The worker had been using a hoist 
to move large slabs of marble inside 
the “quartz countertops company” 
when he became trapped beneath one 
of them, according to authorities.

The Medical Examiner’s Office were 
working to determine the cause of death 
and the investigation was ongoing, po-
lice said. The identity of the deceased 
was pending family notification.

— Bill Parry

Man crushed to death inside LIC factory: NYPD

RIDGEWOOD — A Ridgewood 
middle school teacher has admitted to 
sexting a student and faces a jail sen-
tence, Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said. 

Michael Cognato, 35, of Bethpage, 
L.I., pleaded guilty in the attempted 
use of a child in a sexual performance 
and second-degree criminal contempt 
in Queens Criminal Court last week, 
according to Brown.

Cognato, a math teacher at IS 93, 
engaged in sexually explicit communi-
cations with a 15-year-old girl who had 
once been his student, receiving sexu-
ally explicit photos and videos of her, 
Brown said.

“He preyed on this young student 
whom he had once been entrusted 
to teach,” he said. “This case should 
serve as a clear and unmistakable 
warning that parents must be mind-
ful of the people their children com-
municate with online. And let this be 
a warning to sexual predators that law 
enforcement is prepared to pursue you 

just as diligently as you go after young, 
innocent children.”

As part of his plea agreement, Cog-
nato has resigned from the New York 
City Department of Education, surren-
dered his New York state teaching li-
cense and must successfully complete 
a sex offender program. He will also be 
subject to the Sexual Offender Regis-
tration Act.

Cognato admitted that from July 
2017 to September 2017, he engaged in 
sexually explicit conversations with 
the victim — who was 15 years-old at 
the time — and convinced her to send 
him sexually explicit videos of herself, 
Brow said.

He also admitted to violating the 
order of protection by contacting the 
victim following his arrest, according 
to Brown.

Cognato faces six months in jail 
and 10 years probation at his May 3 
sentencing. 

— Gina Martinez

Ridgewood teacher charged with sexting student 

FLUSHING — A Flushing man 
admitted to stabbing his girlfriend to 
death in  their home, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown said 

Naser Alzein, 55, pleaded guilty to 
a first-degree manslaughter charge 
in Queens Supreme Court last week 
for the November 2014 stabbing death 
of his 68-year-old estranged girlfriend 
Josefina Mendoza, Brown said. Police 
found Mendoza’s body under a table in 
the apartment the couple shared.

Brown called the manslaughter vi-
cious.

“This was a violent murder scene,” 
he said. “The victim had been stabbed 
more than 300 times -- many of the 
knife wounds to her face. The defen-
dant called 911 and claimed he found 
the woman dead in the apartment. As 
a result of this horrific crime, the de-

fendant will be incarcerated for a very 
long time.” 

Josefina Mendoza was stabbed 
more than 300 times between 7 p.m. 
and 11:45 p.m. on Nov. 8, 2014, accord-
ing to the charges. The 68-year-old 
had more than 200 wounds to her face 
alone, Brown said. 

Alzein called 911 to report he had 
found the woman in the Northern Bou-
leavrd apartment already dead, but he 
had a cut on his hand and was seen on 
video surveillance pacing outside the 
apartment building before going back 
inside to call the police, according to 
the charges.

Alzein faces up to 24 years in prison 
at his April 24 sentencing. 

— Gina Martinez

Flushing man pleads guilty to fatal stabbing 
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If you smell gas, call 911 or 
 our hotline at 718-643-4050.

Know who to
call when you

smell gas.
Natural gas emergencies can happen 
anywhere, anytime, and it’s up to you  

and your nose to help.

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

CB 1 launches Ravenswood survey
Community Board 1 is launch-

ing a community survey to gather 
input from residents, business 
owners and other stakeholders in 
the Ravenswood neighborhood. 

Spearheaded by the community 
board’s Land Use and Zoning Com-
mittee, the survey is designed to 
capture stakeholder thoughts on 
growth in Ravenswood, concerns 
about housing, new development, 
jobs and other issues, as well as ex-
press a vision for the future of this 
area of Astoria. 

The western Queens neighbor-
hoods of Greater Astoria and Long 
Island City have seen a tremen-
dous amount of change and growth 
in the last several years. Often, as 
zoning and other changes are pro-
posed, residents feel left out of the 
process. This survey will help the 
committee and the community 
board be responsive to community 

concerns when proposals are re-
viewed and ensure that the voice of 
the community informs the board’s 
recommendations on future rezon-
ing actions and developments.

The survey will be available on-
line in English, Spanish and Ben-
gali beginning on or about Wednes-
day, April 4, through Monday, 
April 30, and will be disseminated 
via Community Board 1’s  website , 
 Facebook page , and  Twitter ac-
count . Paper surveys will also be 
available. 

Members of the Land Use and 
Zoning Committee will be visit-
ing civic associations, community 
groups, and any interested organi-
zations in Ravenswood to dissemi-
nate and collect paper surveys. For 
the sake of this survey, the Raven-
swood neighborhood boundaries 
are Broadway to the north, 39th 
Avenue to the south, 32nd Street to 

the east and Vernon Bouleavrd to 
the west.

Ravenswood stakeholders who 
are interested in participating in 
the survey can visit the commu-
nity board website,  www.nyc.gov/
queenscb1 , where a link will be set 
up for direct access to the survey. 
The survey can also be accessed 
using the mobile codes shown on a 
flier that will appear in local news-
papers and be distributed in the 
neighborhood.  

To request paper copies of the 
survey, schedule a presentation 
at a community group site, assist 
with disseminating the survey, or 
for more information, please con-
tact the Community Board 1 office 
at (718) 626-1021 or cb1qsurvey@
cb.nyc.gov.

Community Board 1
Astoria 
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 The Trump administration’s decision to implement 
a question regarding citizenship on the 2020 U.S. Cen-
sus has rightfully been met with resistance from across 
the country — from New York to California, and here in 
Queens, too. 

The administration says that the question, which will 
ask everyone in America if they are U.S. citizens, is meant 
to enforce the Voting Rights Act. It will help provide an ac-
curate count on the number of eligible voters, the Trump 
White House says.  Census data also provides the baseline 
for planning decisions made by the government.

But is all that the true meaning of the inclusion of the 
controversial question in the census for the first time 
since 1950?

As U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing) puts it, “asking 
respondents if they are citizens will likely decrease re-
sponse rates in immigrant communities, and as a result 
produce an inaccurate and incomplete count that will im-
pact the distribution of federal resources, and the number 
of congressional districts that each state receives.”

Census results are used to determine the number 
of seats allocated to each state. Money is also a factor, as 
the census helps determine how much federal tax goes to 
states and local governments. 

At least 12 states — including New York — have an-
nounced their intention to sue the Trump administration 
in an effort to block the decision to add the citizenship 
question on the grounds that it violates the Constitution 
and would lead to fewer Americans participating in the 
census.

“A fair and accurate 2020 count is constitutionally 
mandated to ensure political power and resources remain 
with the people — where they belong,” Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said. 

Queens is the nation’s most ethnically diverse county, 
where close to half of the residents are foreign-born. Near-
ly 1.1 million immigrants live in Queens, according to fig-
ures in the 2018 MOIA report.

With the implementation of the citizenship question on 
the census, how many of those immigrants will choose to 
participate? It is likely that there will be a lower response 
rate in Queens — and New York in general — which will 
lead to an incomplete count. 

Those who oppose the inclusion of the question contend 
the Trump administration could be looking to reduce the 
population count in mostly Democratic areas where more 
immigrants reside ahead of state and national redistrict-
ing in 2021.

It certainly seems that the decision to include the ques-
tion is politically charged. And that’s not what the census 
should be about. The census is about getting an accurate 
count of every resident in the United States. It should stay 
that way. 
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READERS WRITE

Support bike lines in Sunnyside, Woodside
As a Sunnyside father and 

husband, I support the installa-
tion of protected bike lanes and 
safer crosswalks for pedestrians 
on Skillman and 43rd avenues. 
Let me tell you why.

One year ago, another father, 
Gelacio Reyes, was killed on 43rd 
Avenue by a drunk driver as he 
biked back home to his family in 
Corona from his job in the Upper 
East Side. This hit close to home. 
You see, for the past two years, I 
have been biking my 3-year-old 
son to and from nursery/day 
care. 

Maybe that sounds crazy to 
you — my wife thought it was cra-
zy, too. She was used to bike lanes 

in Beijing, which were wider 
than car lanes,  so when she saw 
what it was like to bike in Sunny-
side, she was very hesitant. I was 
eventually able to convince her 
after taking our boy to day care a 
few times on the back of the bike, 
but her cautiousness remains 
when we are on unprotected bike 
lanes. 

Biking has meant a lot to me 
as a father. I have less restraint 
in my schedule, which makes me 
freer for my son. I save money on 
transit that I can put back into 
our family. We tried driving, but 
it was slower than biking. Uber 
was too expensive. Taking a kid 
on a train is too stressful — es-

pecially around rush hour. But 
our streets could still be so much 
safer for families who bike like 
mine.

At last week’s Town Hall, I 
listened to several PTA officials 
from Sunnyside public schools 
express grave concerns over the 
danger of protected bike lanes. 
While I get that fear of change can 
be overwhelming, their concerns 
just don’t mirror the reality of our 
city’s recent experiences. Over 
and over again, protected bike 
lanes have been installed near 
schools with young students, and 
over and over again the school-
children are safer than before. 
Simply using common sense or 

basic physics would suggest that 
a 200-pound person/bike going 
10-15 mph is objectively less dan-
gerous than a 2,000-pound car go-
ing any speed.

These PTA officials are cor-
rect in observing the streets are 
dangerous for our children, but 
bike lanes aren’t.  It’s the road 
conditions they should be wor-
ried about.

I used to work as a bike mes-
senger so maybe I am used to this 
lifestyle, but I would like to see 
other parents (preferably those 
who haven’t worked as a messen-
ger) biking their kids around. I’d 
like to see my wife biking with 
our son. And protected bike lanes 

on Skillman and 43rd avenues 
will help make that happen, cre-
ating more safety for my wife and 
for other parents to feel comfort-
able when biking with their kids.

I strongly support the plan to 
bring protected bike lanes and pe-
destrian safety improvements to 
Sunnyside and Woodside. I hope 
our local city officials, including 
Community Board 2 and Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer, do 
the same. 

My family is counting on 
them to do the right thing and ap-
prove this safety plan.

Will O’Meara
Sunnyside

Airplane noise must be reduced
 For the last three days, 

and as I write this letter to 
the editor, it sounds like a 
ballistic missile is scream-
ing above the homes of the 
Broadway-Flushing Historic 
District. I am sure it is much 
worse in downtown Flush-
ing.

The FAA must help the 
LGA Committee develop al-
ternative f light patterns that 
disburse noise, make planes 
f ly higher, and advance the 
FAA’s CLEEN Program (Con-
tinuous Lower Energy Emis-
sions and Noise) in the long 
term. The FAA must help 
TRACON (New York Termi-
nal Radio Approach Control) 
coordinate f light patterns 
between JFK and LGA. Ex-

cept for dire emergencies, 
air traffic controllers must 
consider every alternative 
before using any anti-noise 
mitigation f light pattern 
such as TNNIS or anything 
that resembles it.

Any f light pattern that 
concentrates this level of 
noise and causes this much 
destruction must be abol-
ished. It is just wrong to 
cause this much hardship to 
our health, property, and the 
environment. The LGA Com-
mittee and NYCAR will keep 
fighting towards a positive 
and equitable outcome. The 
FAA’s overall mandate is one 
of safety and their record is 
exemplary, but the FAA will 
never achieve a successful 

modernization of the air 
traffic system at the expense 
and sacrifice of people living 
on the ground.

The LGA Committee and 
NYCAR (New York Commu-
nity Aviation Roundtable) 
want to work with the FAA 
and Port Authority to de-
velop these noise mitigation 
f light patterns and foster 
better coordination with 
TRACON. The traveling 
public deserves no less, and 
our lives and homes depend 
on it. We simply cannot live 
with this level of excessive 
airplane noise that never ex-
isted before 2012.

Maria Becce
Broadway-Flushing

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Read before voting
Today’s generation in 

Congress could learn much 
from the late Idaho Republi-
can Sen. James A. McClure, 
who died seven years ago on 
Feb. 26, 2011.

His claim to fame on Capi-
tol Hill was for his 18 years in 
Congress, he read every word 
of every bill before voting on 
it. For many years, he signed 
his own mail.

Fast forward to today, 
did members of Congress 
take an Evelyn Wood speed-
reading class to absorb the 
2,232 pages contained in the 
fourth temporary Stop Gap 
spending bill for $1.3 trillion, 
which will cover the remain-
ing sixth months of our cur-
rent federal fiscal year?  

This legislation passed in 
the dead of night with no real 
debate.  They received this 
bill with less than 24 hours 
before being asked to vote up 
or down. Only the infamous 
Washington “K” Street lob-
byists, key congressional 
staff members employed by 
the House and Senate lead-
ership teams who actually 
wrote the fine print within 
the 2,232 pages on behalf of 
their bosses had any idea of 
the details buried in the ac-
tual contents.

There should be a two-
week minimum time-out 
period. This would provide 
adequate time for members of 
Congress but also ordinary 
citizens, the media and in-
dependent good government 
watchdog groups to under-

stand all of the contents con-
tained in any proposed bill. 
Everyone would also have 
the opportunity under an 
open process to comment and 
discuss the merits or conse-
quences before others vote up 
or down for adoption.

This bill broke the 2011 
Budget Control Act spending 
caps agreement, which was 
designed to reduce our mul-
titrillion-dollar long-term 
debt. It was supposed to re-
sult in a real balanced budget 
with no borrowing within ten 
years. Instead, we added $78 
billion in additional military 
and $52 billion in domestic 
spending by borrowing.

No attempt was made to 
offset these expenditures 
with real cuts elsewhere. 
Promised anticipated “sav-
ings” projected to pay for in-
creases down the road never 
happen. Liberal or conserva-
tive, Democrat or Republican, 
we would all be better off if 
members of Congress would 
take time to actually read, 
line by line and openly debate 
in public any proposed legis-
lation before voting. Their 
legislative actions affect both 
our economic and civil liber-
ties. Future generations have 
to pay for and live with the 
consequences of a $21 trillion 
national debt. 

This red ink is on a path to 
grow $1 trillion annually for 
years to come.

 
Larry Penner

Great Neck
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Oh, to be as ahead of the 
curve as Utah!

That state just passed the 
fi rst-in-the-country Free-Range 
Parenting Law, based on the 
movement I founded, Free-
Range Kids. The law guaran-
tees that parents who choose to 
let their kids play outside, walk 
to school, wait briefl y in the car 
(under some circumstances) or 
come home with a latchkey will 
not be considered “negligent.”

Why would anyone need a 
law like that?

Because being investigated 
or even arrested for giving kids 
some old-fashioned, unsuper-
vised time is now something 
parents have to worry about, 
thanks to two recent develop-
ments:

1. The belief that any time 
kids are out of their parents’ 
sight, they’re automatically in 
grave danger.

2. Cell phones.
Here’s the toxic scenario: 
A passerby sees a child out-

side on his own. This has be-
come so rare, it is like spotting 
a lemur escaped from the zoo. 
So what do they do?

They whip out their phone 
and dial 911. Then they pat 
themselves on the back — after 
all, they just “saved” a child — 
and off they go. Do they stop and 
make sure the child is actually 
OK? Of course not! All that mat-
ters is that they made the call. 
They’re on a moral high.

What happens next can in-
volve anything from a shrug by 
the cops, to a warning to the par-
ents, to a Child Protective Ser-
vices investigation, to an actual 
arrest. For instance:

•  The state of Illinois cited 
Natasha Felix for neglect  after 
she let three children, aged 5, 
9, and 11, play in the park next 
to her home, where she could 
see them from her window. She 

checked on them every 10 min-
utes, but a passerby thought the 
kids were unsupervised, and 
called Child Protective Services. 
It took two years of fi ghting be-
fore a state appellate court over-
turned the fi nding of neglect.

• An Omaha woman taking 
her niece out of an SUV was 
shocked when the wind  blew the 
door shut with her keys and the 
child inside . The car locked! The 
aunt, the girl’s mom, and two 
other relatives frantically tried 
to open the door open using a 
hanger and screwdriver, and 
when they couldn’t, they called 
911. The cops arrived, broke the 
window, and got the child out, 
safe and sound. Then they tick-
eted the mom on “suspicion of 
child abuse by neglect.”

There have been other sto-
ries of families investigated for 
letting their kids, 10 and 6,  walk 
home from the park in Silver 
Spring, Md. ; a South Carolina 
mom thrown in jail for  letting 
her 9-year-old play in a popular 
sprinkler park without her ; a 
Connecticut mom  clapped into 
handcuffs  when she overslept 

and her son, 8, walked to school 
on his own. And closer to home, 
a dad here in central New York 
was investigated for letting 
his 9-year-old wait in the car 
with her 6-year-old (snoozing) 
brother, while he ran an errand.  

These are not crazy decisions 
that endanger kids. Even waiting 
briefly in cars is safe — kids who 
die in cars were forgotten there for 
hours, not waiting a few minutes 
while their parents picked up the 
dry cleaning (And actually, more 
kids die walking across parking 
lots than waiting in cars, so why 
do we criminalize the safer of the 
two alternatives?).

As for abduction — the rarest 
of crimes — our crime rate to-
day is back to what it was when 
gas was 29 cents a gallon. Back 
then we didn’t arrest parents 
who let their kids walk home 
from the park.

Decent, loving parents 
should not have to worry about 
being second-guessed by author-
ities excessively worried about 
unlikely dangers. Especially 
since not giving kids any inde-
pendence turns out to be dan-

gerous in its own right. 
Peter Gray, one of the co-

founders of my new non-profi t, 
Let Grow, has been studying the 
connection between free time 
and child development for de-
cades. He’s a professor of psychol-
ogy at Boston College and author 
of the text book “Psychology” 
used at colleges across the coun-
try, including Harvard. He has 
determined that when kids have 
all their time structured and su-
pervised by adults — parents, 
teachers, coaches and tutors 
— they don’t get a chance to de-
velop the skills that make them 
healthy, well-adjusted adults. 
Skills like creativity, compro-
mise, and problem-solving. 

“Nothing we do, no amount 
of toys we buy or ‘quality time’ 
or special training we give 
our children, can compensate 
for the freedom we take away. 
The things that children learn 
through their own initiatives, 
in free play, cannot be taught in 
other ways,” Gray has written.

Parents must be allowed to 
give that freedom back to their 
kids. 

New York should follow ‘ free-range’ Utah
COLUMNS

Last week Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross skirted an 
April 1 deadline and consented 
to a request from the U.S. Justice 
Department to add a question on 
citizenship status to the 2020 U.S. 
Census.  Across the borough, im-
migration activists are furious at 
the political implications of the 
move and have voiced concerns 
over the integrity of the data that 
is to be collected as immigrants 
may question the confidentiality 
of the data.  

The census, which occurs 
every 10 years, is used by policy 
makers to make decisions on 
federal funding as well as appor-
tion congressional districts.  The 
census has not asked about im-
migration status since 1950 and it 

is unclear what the government’s 
motivations are for collecting this 
data. The American Community 
Survey, which is administered 
yearly and based on the census in 
2010, is used to track demographic 
data and already contains ques-
tions on citizenship.  Unlike the 
Census, however, the data is not 
used to apportion congressional 
districts.

In addition to falling asleep 
in government hearings, Ross 
is best known for overt hostility 
to foreign trade.  His world view 
has made him a natural fit for the 
nationalist agenda of the Trump 
administration, which has posi-
tioned itself as opposed to immi-
gration, legal and otherwise.  

The change is being made 
over the objections of some in the 
leadership at the Census Bureau 
as well as the Census Scientific 
Advisory Committee – the ex-
perts that advise on the accuracy 
of the survey.  In a statement, the 
panel blasted the re-introduction 
of the citizenship question as 
“flawed logic.”  In a memo agree-
ing to the change, Ross cited the 

American Community Survey 
as evidence that the citizenship 
question was “tested” and as-
serted that adding the question 
would have a negligible impact 
on response rates as many of the 
undocumented had already de-
cided not to participate. 

The MinKwon Center for 
Community Action, an immi-
gration advocacy group based 
in Flushing, blasted the change, 
asserting that Asian-American 
and immigrant communities are 
undercounted and warned that 
the immigration question will 
“only lead to fear and depressed 
response rates.”  The organiza-
tion is part of a broader advoca-
cy coalition of 18 organizations 
called APA Voice, which aims 
to increase civic engagement in 
immigrant communities across 
the city.

In a Feb. 14 letter to Ross, APA 
Voice questioned the legitimacy 
of census data that includes a 
citizenship question and noted 
that Asian-Americans in par-
ticular would be affected by the 
census change, with two-thirds 

of the community being foreign 
born and one in five in a house-
hold with no one over the age of 
14 fluent in English.  The group 
sees efforts to force disclosure of 
immigration status as a move to 
intimidate immigrants and con-
trary to their efforts in ensuring 
that accurate data is collected in 
2020.  Historically, the Census 
Bureau has focused on matters 
such as translation of the ques-
tionnaires and outreach rather 
than politically charged issues.

There is precedent for un-
documented persons to be wary 
about revealing their status to 
the government.  Last year im-
migration hardliners sued New 
York City to prevent the destruc-
tion of data from the IDNYC 
program.  The municipal ID 
program had enabled all New 
Yorkers, including the undocu-
mented, to obtain a government 
picture ID that allowed some 
limited access to city services. 
Advocates were concerned that 
the data could be used by the 
Trump administration to track 
down undocumented persons. 

Additionally, the undocument-
ed youth that disclosed their sta-
tus as part of the Deferred Action 
Against Childhood Arrivals pro-
gram now face deportation after 
President Trump declared DACA 
“dead” after Congress refused to 
provide funding for the border 
wall.  This breaks the covenant of 
trust these youth had placed in the 
federal government.

In short, this move to require 
a citizenship question on the cen-
sus is consistent with the Trump 
administration’s obsession with 
tracking and counting undocu-
mented persons.  As mass depor-
tation remains unfeasible, the 
administration has pivoted to 
removing them from the public 
eye, through the targeted deten-
tion and deportation of activists, 
raids on “sanctuary cities” to in-
timidate undocumented immi-
grants who live openly.  Though 
the undocumented cannot vote 
(and allegations of “voter fraud” 
remain a fantasy) the communi-
ties they live in elect representa-
tives who grant them the voice 
they would otherwise be denied.  

Queens immigration advocates blast change to census

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

New Voices
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Will your child be 5 by December 31, 2018?

2018-19 Registration is Open 
in the Catholic academies and parish schools in Queens and Brooklyn
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It’s time for
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Tuition Assistance Available  
Apply by April 30, 2018 at www.futuresineducation.org

 Managing incoming calls and customer service inquiries
 Generating sales leads that develop into new customers
Identifying and assessing customers’ needs to achieve 
satisfaction

 Prepare product or service reports by collecting and 
analyzing customer information

 Contribute to team effort by accomplishing related results as 
needed

 Manage large amounts of incoming calls
 Generate sales leads
 Identify and assess customers’ needs to achieve satisfaction
 Build sustainable relationships of trust through open and 
interactive communication, answer billing questions, and 
discuss insurance coverage and questions with customers.

Hours have some flexibility but are generally 9:00-4:00pm.
Starts immediately.  After 90 days insurance benefits are available.

Interested candidate should kindly send resume to 

Please contact Bryan Zaremba at 

State Farm Insurance is looking for a good 
and competent customer service rep.

He/She must be able to posses below responsibilities

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional
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Tickets: $30
Members: $25
Rear Side: $25
Front Side: $20
www.queenstheatre.org
718.760.0064

Broadway Valentine
Broadway Valentine is a jubilant celebration of the greatest loves songs ever written for the 
Broadway stage by musical theater’s most renowned composers.
Nothing displays the glory of a Broadway musical quite like the exhilaration of romantic 
love. Created exclusively for Queens Theatre, Broadway Valentine is a jubilant celebration of 
the greatest love songs ever written for the Broadway stage performed by real-life couple 
Broadway singers! 

Doktor Kaboom’s Look Out! 
Science Is Coming!
A Queens Theatre favorite returns! Doktor Kaboom is an over the top German physicist 
with a passion for science that knows no bounds. Sporting chrome goggles, orange lab 
coat, motorcycle boots, and wicked cool hair, Doktor Kaboom travels the world, thrilling 
adults and children with an explosive comedic style that is guaranteed to please every 
crowd. His improvisational skill promises no two shows will ever be the same.

Produced by 
Stephen DeAngelis
Saturday, April 14
3pm & 8pm

Tickets: $14      Members: $12
Family Flex Pass: $10
www.queenstheatre.org
718.760.0064

Nothing says science 
like KABOOM!
Sunday, April 15
1pm & 3pm

Law targets NYPD sexual misconduct
BY MARK HALLUM

City and state elected offi-
cials announced the passage of 
legislation last Friday that will 
amend the penal code, making 
it illegal for police officers to 
engage in sexual activity with 
those in their custody.

State Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
introduced the bill in Novem-
ber in support of Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D-Brooklyn), 
who drafted the legislation 
after a September 2017 inci-
dent in which two detectives 
in Brooklyn, who have since 
resigned, were alleged to 
have had sex with a teenage 
girl in their custody who they 
claimed consented.

Not only has it passed at the 
city level, but both the Assem-
bly and Senate came through 
for the bill, which now awaits 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s signa-
ture.

“The power dynamic be-
tween someone in custody and 
the officers themselves is such 
that the individual in custody 
is incapable of consenting to 
sexual activity,” Braunstein 

said. “State law already pro-
hibits sexual contact between 
Correction officers and parole 
officers and those in their 
custody. This common-sense 
legislation ensures that indi-
viduals in police custody are 
also protected from coercive 
sexual behavior committed 
by officers exploiting their au-
thority.”

While Treyger’s bill sought 
to change the penal code to 
make sexual conduct between 
a peace officer and a person in 
their custody a misdemeanor, 
the highest offense designa-
tion allowed to be passed at 
the city level, Braunstein’s bill 
would make the offense pun-
ishable as a Class E felony.

“There can be no sexual 
consent when someone is in 
police custody,” Treyger said. 
“This horrific rape outraged 
our nation, and from day one, 
I have made it clear I would do 
whatever it took to advocate for 
common-sense consent laws to 
make sure that this could nev-
er happen again. I am proud 
that our leaders at the state 
level have recognized the need 
to finally close this antiquated 

loophole and ensure that our 
laws on sexual consent align 
with basic common sense and 
human decency.”

The bill was picked up by 
state Sen. Andrew Lanza (R-
Staten Island), according to 
a spokesman for Braunstein, 
and saw support from leaders 
at both the city and state levels, 
including Assembly Speaker 

Carl Heastie (D-Bronx).
“This legislation helps 

ensure that New York’s laws 
regarding consent protect all 
individuals, including indi-
viduals held in police custody, 
from sexual abuse,” Heastie 
said. “It is simply wrong that 
someone exercising custodial 
government authority, such 
as a police officer, would vio-

late the trust that should exist 
between law enforcement and 
the communities they serve.”

Public Advocate Letitia 
James got behind the bill in 
November.

“There have been a wave 
of high-profile, powerful men 
accused of sexually abusing 
and harassing vulnerable 
women and men — and offi-
cers who sexually harass and 
abuse vulnerable individuals 
in their custody are no dif-
ferent,” James said. “While 
the vast majority of officers 
are hardworking and deeply 
principled, we must have laws 
in place to hold those few un-
scrupulous officers account-
able. The bills introduced by 
Assemblyman Braunstein 
and Council member Treyger 
to ensure that sexual activity 
between officers and those in 
their custody is prohibited are 
common-sense measures to 
ensure that no individual is 
above the law.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

A bill to make sexual misconduct between cops and those in their custody 
illegal just needs the governor’s signature to become law. 
 Photo by Jay Janner/AP



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 6–12, 2018 17  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

*

* For eligible full-time students. See full details at vaughn.edu.

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-355-9675
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Transit advocates criticize 2019 budget
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s state 

budget for 2019 set the ball 
in motion to reclaim the fail-
ing transit system in the city 

 through short-term funding of 
projects in the outer boroughs 
and a requirement that the city 
pay up its half of the $836 mil-
lion Subway Action Plan.

But the $168.3 billion budget 
failed to resonate with transit 
advocates, who claimed com-
muters would continue to feel 
the pain of widespread delays 
and meltdowns without a dedi-
cated and comprehensive rev-
enue stream for the MTA to set 
the subways back on track.

Transit advocates groups, 
led by Riders Alliance and 
including Transportation Al-
ternatives, The Straphangers 
Campaign and StreetsPAC, is-
sued a joint statement calling 
for the implementation of Fix-
NYC’s congestion pricing pro-
posal, which made no appear-
ance in the budget released 
March 30.

“Our transit system is on 
life support. Fixing our transit 
system should have been Al-

bany’s first priority this year; 
unfortunately, the final budget 
does not offer a credible plan 
to modernize the MTA, nor 
provide a sufficient revenue 
stream to make it possible. The 
crisis in our subways and on 
our streets will continue, and 
New Yorkers will continue to 
demand action from Gov. Cuo-
mo and state lawmakers,” the 
joint statement read. “First, 
Gov. Cuomo must use a por-
tion of the new revenue to help 
implement comprehensive 
congestion pricing... and ad-
dressing needs in transit des-
erts around the city. Then the 
governor must establish, and 
commit to, a timeline to make 
congestion pricing a reality in 
New York.”

The FixNYC proposal re-
leased in January would place 
an EZPass charge of $11.52 on 
cars entering Manhattan dur-
ing peak hours and a $25.34 fee 
for trucks to encourage over-
night deliveries to businesses.

The plan would keep all 
East River bridges, which have 
been toll free for over a centu-
ry, as they have been. But upon 
entering Manhattan, cars go-
ing south into the central busi-
ness district would be charged 
a premium.

The plan has also seen op-
position from Queens elected 
officials who represent the 
east side of the borough, as the 
charge could affect up to 5 per-
cent of these residents.

The MTA will begin receiv-
ing the funds for the Subway 
Action Plan in April, and will 
be handed the full $836 million 
by the end of 2018.

Camera enforcement of 
bus lanes will take effect to 
improve service and raise 
money for the state while the 
budget amends the law to re-
direct funds collected from 
the Payroll Mobility Tax to 
the MTA.

Instead of a full launch of 

congestion pricing, however, 
the governor will enact a sur-
charge in the meantime of 
$2.75 on all for-hire vehicles 
entering Manhattan below 
96th Street, which the Citi-
zens Budget Commission said 
dodges creating meaningful 
change.

“New surcharges will be 
placed on trips made by taxis 
and for-hire vehicles in New 
York City’s central business 
district, but the can will be 
kicked down the road on a 
fuller congestion pricing plan 
to reduce traffic and provide 
a significant long-term rev-
enue source,” the CBC state-
ment said. “Instead, to in-
crease short-term revenues, 
the city of New York will be 
forced to provide $418 million 
for the Subway Action Plan 
or have its sales tax revenues 
withheld--even though New 
York City taxpayers pay the 
overwhelming majority of 
MTA taxes and subsidies.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The state budget for FY 2019 aims to raise short-term MTA funds while 
attempting to reduce road congestion.  Photo by Julie Jacobson/AP

BUDGET
Related story on

PAGE 20
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Transit Workers Mourn 

Stephen
Livecchi

iittt

Paid for by TWU Local 100, Tony Utano, President
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The 43,000 men and women of Transport Workers Union Local 100 mourn the tragic death of MTA Bus Helper 
Stephen Livecchi, 59, killed in the line of duty on March 27, 2018 at the College Point Bus Depot.  Stephen had 
dedicated his entire working life in service to the MTA and the City of New York.

Transit workers are on the job 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to provide New York City with its most essential 
service. We toil in tough, dirty, dangerous conditions both above and below ground.

TWU Local 100 strives to insure the safety of this valiant workforce, yet the incredibly dangerous 
jobs we do continue to take their toll on the men and women of New York City Transit.

We ask that the millions of New Yorkers who take public transit every day recognize our 
sacri�ces and respect the work we do� 

Sammuel McPhaul
7/17/01

Chris Bonaparte
8/8/02

Kurien Baby
11/22/02

Janell Bennerson
1/18/03

Harold Dozier
12/14/04

Barrington Garvey
4/20/05

Marvin Franklin
4/29/07

Lewis G Moore
12/1/05

Daniel Boggs
4/25/07

Transit Workers killed on the job since 2001

Edwin Thomas
12/01/08

William Pena
2/12/14

Louis Gray
11/3/16

St. Clair Richards Stephens
3/20/18

sssssss MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMoooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrnnnnnnn rrrrssss

Joy Anthony
11/21/02
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Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 4, 2018!
Deadline May 1, 2018

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person,

table of 10 - $900

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 7, 2018

 

 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 10th, 2018
6pm–10pm

HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal

Lenny Banovez and 
Laura Frye

Barbara Bell
Giselle Burgess
Carmin Caterina
Brianna Ferranti
Henry Foster

Gabriel Gonzalez
Thomas Grech

Jukay Hsu
Amna Javid

Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
Leslie Ramos
James Regan

Maureen Regan
Felix V. Matos Rodriguez

Dr. David Rosenthal
Edwin Westley

Nadezhda Williams
Nantasha Williams

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens representatives are opti-
mistic following new provisions in the 
$1.3 trillion congressional spending 
bill that will update an outdated met-
ric used to measure aircraft noise.  

Members of the Congressional Qui-
et Skies Caucus, a group of House mem-
bers raising awareness and finding 
solutions to aircraft noise,  announced 
that they had secured a provision in 
the newly enacted omnibus spending 
bill,  directing the Federal Aviation 
Administration to find new methods of 
measuring aircraft noise in an effort 
to reduce the impact of excessive air-
plane and helicopter noise over their 
Queens and Long Island districts.

The Omnibus Appropriations Bill 
was signed into law March 23.

Queens caucus members include 
U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
Tom Suozzi (D-Little Neck), Joe Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) and Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica), among others. 

The FAA currently uses the Day-
Night Average Sound Level 65 metric, 
the national standard at which the 
agency determines acceptable levels 
of aircraft noise. The provision will 
allow the administration to evaluate 
other methods to address community 
airplane noise concerns and will en-
courage the FAA to make these recom-
mendations based on actual noise lev-
els. Caucus members said the current 
measure of the impact of noise relies 
heavily on modeling and simulations 
to determine “annoyance” levels of 
aircraft noise over communities, but 
rarely takes into account actual noise 
on the ground.

Meng, whose district is directly un-
der the LaGuardia Airport flight path, 

said the metric of 65 DNL has long been 
outdated and does not adequately mea-
sure the true impact of aircraft noise. 

“That is why it’s time to for the 
FAA to re-evaluate it,” she said. “The 
blistering sounds of airplane noise in 
Queens continues to negatively impact 
the quality of life of borough residents, 
and looking at a more accurate mea-
surement of noise effects would go a 
long way towards creating quieter 
skies over our communities. I look for-
ward to seeing what other metrics the 
FAA proposes.”

Suozzi, co-chair of the Quiet Skies 
Caucus, said Queens and Long Island 
residents deserve to live in peace and 
quiet and this new provision will re-
quire the FAA to take important steps 
in addressing noise reduction so peo-
ple are not bombarded at all hours of 
the day and night. 

Crowley, chairman of the House 
Democratic Caucus, argued that the is-
sue is not just about noise pollution but 
about residents’ long-term health. 

“I’m deeply concerned about the 
long-term impact noise pollution has 
on the health and well-being of my 
neighbors in Queens and the Bronx,” 
he said. “Our communities have been 
burdened with a barrage of noise from 
airplanes and helicopters because of 
our proximity to two major airports, 
and this provision will help us bet-
ter understand and curb the impact 
of noise pollution. It is important that 
the FAA realize the serious effects that 
noise pollution has on our communi-
ties and take further steps to reduce 
these inconveniences.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

FAA to look at new methods 
to measure aircraft noise

Quiet Skies Caucus secured provisions in a congressional spending bill that seeks to reduce 
excessive airplane noise. Photo by Michael Shain
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today. 

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms:

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Call now for a  
“FREE CONSULTATION” to see 

how our technologies may benefit you.

We Now Have 
COLD LASER

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Airelle Kandel is the founder of, New Women New Yorkers, an
organization that propels young women immigrants to greater 

heights.  Arielle is also the daughter and grand-daughter of
immigrants and refugees.  Arielle’s goal is to better integrate young 

women’s immigrant-host country to meet their greatest potential.

Tune in to get to konw the story behind Arielle, and what
“First Generation American” really means.

This QPTV series features fi rst-generation Americans 

and asks the many culture-identity questions that 

they face.  By featuring diverse guests, our goal is 

the help the viewer with the questions they might 

have.  We live in a community that encourages 

people from all over the world to get to know each 

other and call the same land home, and our great 

hope is that these series will be a part of that.
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Award-winning series that highlights the female decision-maker, political leader, manager and 
scientist, as the norm, not the exception.  They are everyday women, mothers, wives, sisters, and 

co-workers, whose actions have contributed to the Queens community. 

BIG
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Baseball returns to Citi Field

Fans are eager to head into the ballpark ahead of the Mets’ 
home opener at Citi Field . Photo by Kathy Willens/AP

Chris Burdier and Yamilet Yaport of Corona are ready for 
Opening Day. Photo by Steve Vazquez

Jamaica resident Angelo Clemena takes a break from the 
action on the field. Photo by Steve Vazquez

George Samuels of Jamaica stands near section 106. 
Photo by Steve Vazquez

Mike, Noah, Samantha and Delia Biton of Fresh Meadows are in attendance to see the Mets win their Opening Day show-
down, 9-4, last week against the St. Louis Cardinals. Photo by Steve Vazquez

(From l. - r.) Queens residents Martha and John Busacco, and Danny McGann have some fun 
outside the ballpark. Photo by Steve Vazquez

Noah Tech of Queens shows his support with his Mets 
gear. Photo by Steve Vazquez

(From l. - r.) Queens residents Gabriela Arevalo, Maggie Vargas and Jayme Spyridon-Tow, 
are ready for baseball. Photo by Steve Vazquez
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
Serving Nassau

Queens & 
Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy

Rt
e 1

10

*
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��������
ORDER NOW FOR EARLY INSTALLATION

*Discount on new in-stock fencing purchases of $1500 or more with installation, not valid on prior purchases. Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  
Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for 

omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

CALL NOW

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Trauma Team recently hosted a “Stop 
the Bleed” workshop at the Elmhurst Library on how ordinary bystanders 
can provide life-saving treatment in mass casualty situations.

Recent Events at Elmhurst Hospital

During the month of March, NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
recognized social workers and their 
efforts to help patients.

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
recently hosted an outreach event for 
patients and the community in honor of 
National Nutrition Month.
 



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 6–12, 201826    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

of Columbia.
“All of amici states benefit from im-

migration, tourism, and international 
travel by students, academics, skilled 
professionals, and business people. 
The disputed provisions of the (Trump) 
Proclamation -- like the previous bans 
-- significantly disrupt the ability of 
our public universities to recruit and 
retain students and faculty, impairing 
academic staffing and research, and 
causing the loss of tuition and tax rev-
enues, among other costs,” the amicus 
brief contends. “In addition, the ban has 

made it more difficult for us to effectu-
ate our own constitutional and statu-
tory policies of religious tolerance and 
nondiscrimination.” 

The brief, like previous ones filed by 
the same coalition, details the numer-
ous grave and irreparable harms the 
states have continued to face as a result 
of the Trump administration’s travel 
bans, and which could very well now be 
permanent due to the indefinite nature 
of this third ban. The Supreme Court 
is scheduled to hear oral arguments on 
the Trump administrations travel ban 
beginning April 25.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

FOR SECURIT Y PURPOSES, NO BACK PACKS ALLOWED. R ANDOM SECURIT Y AND BAG CHECKS. AN ACTIVIT Y OF THE GRE ATER NE W YORK AUTOMOBILE DE ALERS ASSOCIATION.
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CALL TODAY! 844-621-4863

SWITCH TO DISH & GET:

$50
Gift Card!

(Courtesy of Satellite Deals)

FREE
Premium Channels!

for 3 mos.

FREE
Installation!

(up to 6 rooms)

EXPIRES SOON:

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Two branches of the Queens Public 
Library system will close for temporary 
upgrades.

On April 14 through the fall of 2019, 
the 10,800-square-foot Glendale Com-
munity Library will receive $4.7 million 
in renovations, according to the Queens 
Public Library.

In December 2017, there was a ground-
breaking ceremony at the three-story 
library, which is located at 78-60 73rd 
Place.

The interior of the library’s building 
and a walled-off rear garden will un-
dergo restorations. There will also be re-
construction of the front stairs, a wheel-
chair-accessible entrance to the building 
and the addition of a book drop. 

Other installations include a new 
adult room, a new teen reading room, an 
elevator and a vestibule. 

The Italian Renaissance-styled li-
brary was built in 1935 and has a Span-
ish-tiled roof with original woodwork, 
details and finishes. 

Queens Public Library will have a 
mobile library for the Glendale Branch 
starting April 27 on Fridays from 10 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. outside the facility. 
The library has also suggested that 

users can visit nearby branches during 
the Glendale Library renovation: Ridge-
wood Community Library, 20-12 Madi-
son St., Ridgewood; Middle Village Com-
munity Library, 72-31 Metropolitan Ave., 
Middle Village; North Forest Park, 98-27 
Metropolitan Ave., Forest Hills; Wood-
haven Community Library, 85-41 Forest 
Parkway, Woodhaven.

South Jamaica Community Library 
will also be undergoing construction, 
but it will be significantly less extensive 
and the branch will be closed for a short-
er period of time. The South Jamaica 
branch, located at 108-41 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd., will close from April 5 to August 
2018 to replace the building’s roof, which 
costs approximately $900,000. 

A mobile library will be outside the li-
brary on Mondays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
starting April 9. 

Avid readers could also go to nearby 
locations as an alternative: Central Li-
brary, 89-11 Merrick Blvd., Jamaica; 
Baisley Park Community Library, 117-11 
Sutphin Blvd., Jamaica and St. Albans 
Community Library, 191-05 Linden Blvd.

 

Two boro library branches 
will shut down for repairs

Continued from Page 4 

Travel ban
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Easter celebrations across the borough

Members of the Blessed Sacrament Church re-enact Christ’s path to Calvary — the Stations of the Cross — in a hugely 
popular tableau and parade through the streets around the church on Good Friday in Jackson Heights.   

Photo by Nicholas Biondo

At the 100th Precinct’s annual Easter party in Far Rockaway, 
cops try to pass off this mounted-unit horse as a bunny.  

Photo by Bruce Adler 

Counting his eggs before they’re hatched, this youngster shows off his haul after the egg 
hunt in St. Albans Park.  Photo by Nat Valentine

These children are off and running at St. Albans Park during the city Parks Department’s 
Easter Egg Hunt, an all-day event that includes food and sack races.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

Hundreds of kids — and their parents — waited in line patiently for up to an hour for the 
chance to gather toy-filled eggs from the Queens County Farm Museum’s great lawn.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Admission to the daylong Easter Egg Hunt at the Queens County Farm Museum was sold out 
before the gates opened at 11 a.m.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN • INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE

The spring season is here!

Contact us now for all of your landscaping needs
including spring clean-up, lawn care programs,

seasonal color, mulch, and more.

FREE
SPRING CLEAN-UP

with a new 1 year maintenance agreement 
valid until May 1st, 2018

JB Landscaping
New York State Certified Landscape Professional

Contact Us Today!
1.347.545.2667

Jlandscaping2000@aol.com

Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 

has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 

students for 56 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for 

everyone.  Programs are offered for PreK through high school.  Each 2-week session 

provides the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals 

in their specifi c fi eld direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday 

through Friday, from 9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. 

Buses leave our campus at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all 

four sessions.  Door to door transportation is included in the tuition fee of our 

programs for those who wish to use it.

Try the Nature and Outdoor Discovery program; so popular last year it’s sure to 

be an early close out! The perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the great outdoors. 

Activities may include hiking, fi shing, archery, crabbing, camping/survival skills, 

zip-lining, & other adventures.  There are many other great programs offered as 

well.  Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Baseball, Dance, Robotics and Engineering; just 

to name a few.  Check the website:  LuHiSummerCamps.org for a complete listing 

of all programs and descriptions.  

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House April 29th.  Come meet the Directors and see 

the facility.  Spin the K98.3 prize wheel and enter to win a free session of camp.  

Give your child a summer to remember!  

LuHi. . .Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

4/06/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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$7,995$7,995$7,900$6,995$6,995$4,995

$11,975$11,888$11,588$10,995$10,995$10,888

$14,995$14,995$14,888$14,888$14,888$14,588 BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘16 DODGE CHARGER  ‘17 HONDA ACCORD  

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER'16 HONDA CIVIC EX

29k miles, Stk#2920829k miles, Stk#29208

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA  ILX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA'15 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

39,600 miles, Stk 35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY MALIBU

36k miles, Stk#8357

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

39k miles, Stk#31564108k miles, Stk#31719

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 4/06/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.
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$23,588

$13,588

$9,988$9,800$9,488$9,200$8,888$8,500

$12,888$12,888$12,888$12,888$11,995

$22,995$22,900$19,888$17,500$15,950 BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
BUY 
FOR:

‘16 NISSAN FRONTIER

15k miles Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
BUY 
FOR:

'14 INFINITI Q50

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
BUY 
FOR:

13,154 miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

23,114 miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 NISSAN VERSA

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#32469
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYBRID

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY GINA MARTINEZ

More than 15,000 city Uber and 
Lyft drivers have signed a petition 
calling on the city to pass a law rais-
ing the minimum wage in New York 
City  by 37 percent, according to the 
Independent Drivers Guild. 

The IDG, which represents over 
60,000 drivers, submitted its pro-
posal to the Taxi and Limousine 
Commissions last week asking for 
a raise for drivers and a cap on new 
drivers. The guild said they settled 
on the 37 percent because as of now 
the average work day for drivers is 
11 hours a day and the guild’s goal 
is for workers to be able to make a 
living in an eight-hour day. In addi-
tion to a raise, the Guild is seeking 
a cap on new TLC-licensed drivers. 
The number of drivers has outpaced 
demand, forcing drivers to work lon-
ger and longer shifts and increasing 
unpaid downtime between fares. The 
cap will help current drivers make a 
better living while reducing traffic 
congestion, according to the IDG. 

The guilt said a cap on drivers is 
the labor-friendly way to address the 
overcrowded streets and improve 
the ability for all for-hire drivers to 
make a living.

IDG cited an MIT study that 
found that a significant portion of 
Uber and Lyft Drivers make less 
than minimum wage after expens-
es. The study said that in New York 
City, where nine out of 10 drivers are 
their household’s main source of in-
come, many drivers make less than 
minimum wage after expenses.

IDG founder Jim Conigliaro, 
Jr. said after years of pay cuts and 
exploitation, city ride-hail drivers 
can’t make ends meet and many are 
earning less than minimum wage 
after they pay expenses. 

“We are calling on the city to 
close this minimum wage loophole 
and enact a livable minimum pay 
rate for app-based drivers,” he said. 
“We cannot allow multibillion-
dollar corporations to profit off the 
labor of New York workers without 
paying them a fair rate.” 

IDG member Aziz Bah is an im-
migrant from Senegal working as a 
driver to support his two children.

“We are making much less than 
we were just a few years ago -- and 
companies like Uber and Lyft are 
pocketing more,” he said. “To try 
to make up the difference, drivers 
are forced to work longer and lon-
ger hours, but we are still unable to 
make ends meet.”

The city is required to respond to 
rule petitions within 60 days, either 
agreeing to grant the petition and 

initiate rule making by a specific 
date or denying the request. 

Last year, IDG members peti-
tioned for and won a New York City 
law and a TLC rule that forced Uber 
and Via to add a tipping option to 
their apps.  Guild members and the 
TLC have had ongoing discussions 
on the need for pay protection rules 
since shortly after the IDG’s launch 
in 2016.

“Uber is always working to im-
prove the driver experience, most 
recently through our 180 Days of 
Change Campaign, which included 
improvements to earnings like fees 
for returned lost items, extra POOL 
pick-up fares, and tipping,” an Uber 
spokeswoman said. “We have regu-
lar meetings with the Independent 
Drivers Guild to listen to and discuss 
issues that matter most to them.”

The New York Taxi Workers Alli-
ance were not so happy with this new 
petition. They called IDG “Uber’s 
company-financed pseudo union” 
and said the guild wants to regulate 
app-based drivers separately, creat-
ing divisions between workers and 
giving Uber a free pass to continue 
destroying taxi drivers full-time 
profession. 

“We reiterate to the mayor and 
Taxi and Limousine Commission 
that we need a livable income and 
a halt to the race to the bottom, 
not proposals aimed at protecting 
Uber’s bottom line,” the group said 
in a statement. “NYTWA is calling 
for the yellow and green cab regu-
lated meter to be the minimum rate 
across the industry to establish a 
wage f loor for all drivers. Uber and 
Lyft already charge rates to passen-
gers higher than the rate by which 
they compensate drivers. So requir-
ing the regulated taxi meter rate as 
the f loor protects drivers from being 
undercut.”

 
Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 

gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

City app-based drivers push
for minimum wage increase

Uber and Lyft drivers are petitioning 
for rideshare minimum pay rate.  

Photo by Mary Altaffer/AP 
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Seniors may feel 
less stress than 
younger people.

Many people are quick to think of growing 
older in a negative light. There certainly 
are some side effects of aging that one may 

wish to avoid, but people may find that the ben-
efits of growing older outweigh the negatives.

Seniors are a rapidly growing segment of the 
population. In the United States, the Adminis-
tration on Aging states that the older population 
— persons 65 years or older — numbered 46.2 
million in 2014 (the latest year for which data is 
available). 

With so many people living longer, it’s time to 
celebrate the perks of getting older rather than 
the drawbacks. Here are some great benefits to 
growing old:

Higher self-esteem: The insecurities of youth 
give way as one ages, and older people have less 
negativity and higher self-esteem. A University 

of Basel study of people ranging in ages from 18 
to 89 found that regardless of demographic and 
social status, the older one gets the higher self-
esteem climbs. Qualities like self-control and al-
truism can contribute to happiness.

Financial perks: Seniors are entitled to dis-
counts on meals, museum entry fees, movies, and 
other entertainment if they’re willing to disclose 
their ages. Seniors also can enjoy travel perks, 
with slashed prices on resorts, plane tickets, and 
more. The U.S. National Park Service offers citi-
zens age 62 and older lifetime passes to more than 
2,000 federal recreation sites for just $10 in per-
son ($20 online or via mail). 

Reasoning and problem-solving skills: 

Brain scans reveal that older adults are more 
likely to use both hemispheres of their brans si-
multaneously — something called bilateraliza-

tion. This can sharpen reasoning skills. For ex-
ample, in a University of Illinois study, older air 
traffic controllers excelled at their cognitively 
taxing jobs, despite some losses in short-term 
memory and visual spatial processing. Older 
controllers proved to be experts at navigating, 
juggling multiple aircrafts simultaneously, and 
avoiding collisions.

Less stress: As people grow older, they are 
able to differentiate their needs from wants and 
focus on more important goals. This can alleviate 
worry over things that are beyond one’s control. 
Seniors may realize how little the opinions of oth-
ers truly mean in the larger picture, thereby feel-
ing less stress about what others think of them.

Growing older may involve gray hair or wrin-
kling skin, but there are many positive things as-
sociated with aging.  

Some benefi ts of growing older
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Retirement planning involves more 
than just investing in a 401(k) or 
IRA. Individuals who hope to live 

comfortably in retirement must ac-
count for various expenses, including 
those associated with their health.

A 2013 report from the U.S. Senate’s 
Commission on Long-Term Care found 
that each year an estimated 12 million 
adults in the United States require some 
type of long-term care. Planning for the 
following potential expenses can help 
men and women ensure they will have 
enough money to live well in retirement:

Housing
Many individuals would prefer to 

spend their golden years living in their 
own homes. However, adults who can 
no longer take care of themselves or 
their homes may need to move. Hom-
eowners who simply want to downsize 
may be able to fi nance their transitions 
to retirement communities by selling 
their existing homes. But those who 
need to move into assisted living fa-
cilities may fi nd that even selling their 
homes might not provide enough capi-
tal to pay for such residences. Accord-
ing Genworth’s 2016 Cost of Care Sur-
vey, the annual cost of assisted living 
facilities greatly varies by state, with 
costs as high as $65,550 in Massachu-
setts and as low as $30,438 in Missouri. 

Whether they invest in long-term care 
insurance or develop another plan 
with their fi nancial advisors, men and 
women must consider ways to fi nance 
potential housing costs in retirement.

Renovations
Home renovations are another po-

tential cost in retirement. Aging men 

and women who can no longer comfort-
ably navigate staircases but are oth-
erwise healthy may need to renovate 
their homes to account for their lim-
ited mobility. Such renovations might 
include the installation of a staircase 
chair lift or a ramp connected to the 
entryway of a home. Some may even 
need to convert a fi rst-fl oor den or liv-

ing area into a bedroom, which may 
also require adding a full bathroom.

Maintenance
Homeowners who want to stay in 

their homes in retirement must also 
factor potential maintenance costs 
into their retirement plans. Aging 
men and women may no longer be ca-
pable of maintaining their properties 
in retirement. Consider the potential 
costs of landscaping, home mainte-
nance, and maid services when mak-
ing a retirement plan.

Transportation
Diminishing vision and slower re-

action times compel many retirees to 
give up driving. But retirees who still 
enjoy getting out and about will still 
need a way to get around. Moving to 
a retirement community with daily 
shuttle service to and from town cen-
ters is one way for seniors who no lon-
ger drive to get around. But men and 
women who do not want to move to 
such communities will need to fi nd al-
ternative means of transportation, the 
costs of which can add up quickly.

Financial freedom in retirement is 
a goal for many working profession-
als. Attaining such freedom involves 
planning and saving for all potential 
expenses in retirement.  

Feeling safe and secure at home is a priority 
for any homeowner. But safety is of particular 
concern for aging men and women who are at 

greater risk of being involved in accidents at home 
than younger men and women.

Harvard Health Publishing says that accidents 
at home are among the leading causes of injury 
and death in the United States. The chances for fa-
talities increases as one ages, and by age 75 and 
older, men and women are almost four times as 
likely to die in a home accident as people a decade 
younger.

As people age, their balance, eyesight, and gen-
eral physical abilities can begin to diminish. Fur-
thermore, a fall or incident that may only bruise a 
younger individual can cause more serious breaks 
or damage for seniors, resulting in potentially 
lengthy recovery times.

The Home Care Assistance organization says 
that one million elderly people are admitted to the 
emergency room for injuries every year. People 
concerned about the safety of their homes or the 
homes of their aging loved ones can retrofi t such 
properties to make them safer:

Falls
According to The Senior Social Club, which of-

fers care and community services to seniors, falls 
are the most common accidents affecting seniors. 
One out of every three seniors aged 65 and older 
falls at least once a year. 

In addition to working with doctors to improve 
mobility and modify medications that may cause 
unsteadiness, changes around the home can help. 
Grab bars placed in bathrooms and high-traffi c ar-

eas can help seniors stay more stable when chang-
ing from sitting to standing positions.

Potential tripping hazards should be assessed. 
Area rugs without nonskid backings, clutter on 
fl oors, extension cords that extend into walking 
areas, and uneven fl ooring pose tripping hazards. 
Anti-slip coatings can be added to fl oors to reduce 
the risk of tripping.

Poorly lit staircases and entryways also can 
contribute to falls. Consider the installation of 
motion-activated lighting so that dim areas can 
be automatically brightened when necessary. A 
nightlight or LED lights placed near molding can 
help guide seniors to the bathroom during mid-
night visits.

Physical limitations
Arthritis can impede seniors’ ability to turn on 

and off appliances, water faucets, or handle cer-
tain kitchen tools. Kitchen and bathroom modifi -
cations can include the installation of ergonomic 
and user-friendly handles and spigots. 

Task lighting can make it easier to prepare 
meals, and appliances that automatically turn off 
after a certain period of time can be a safety fea-
ture for forgetful individuals. 

Reorganize kitchen cabinets to make commonly 
used items as accessible as possible.

Smart homes
Friends or family members can have greater 

control over seniors’ homes by installing smart 
home systems. This way they can remotely adjust 
thermostats, control lights, view cameras, engage 
locks or alarm systems, and much more without 

having to be at the home. This can seniors allow 
seniors to maintain their independence while of-
fering peace of mind to their loved ones.

Certain home modifi cations can reduce se-
niors’ injury risk.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Potential long-term expenses to account for in retirement

Safety renovations for seniors’ homes

Planning for potential expenses can help seniors live comfortably in retirement.

Stairs are a major source of injuries for aging people.
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1-917-246-2888.
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ELDERCARE TODAY

I s it safe for someone who has Al-
zheimer’s or dementia to live alone? 
The answer is sometimes yes, some-

times no.
When I was the long-distance care-

giver for my mother who had dementia 
and who was living 1,200 miles away 
in Florida, I worried all time. All sorts 
of scenarios went through my head: 
What happens if she wanders and gets 
lost? What if she leaves the water run-
ning and fl oods her apartment — or 
far worse, if she leaves the stove on 
and starts a fi re? Is she eating right 
and paying her bills on time? Should 
she still be driving? 

The Alzheimer’s and dementia ex-
perts at CaringKind will tell you that, 
fi rst, it’s important to look at each sit-
uation individually. Assessing if the 
person is safe on her own is of utmost 
importance. Some individuals in the 
early stage of Alzheimer’s or dementia 
can still manage living on their own 
— albeit with some help. And, sadly, 
there are many times when it’s just 
not safe. 

In cases where the experts tell you 
that the person you’re caring for can 
still manage independently, it’s im-
portant to make sure that you and a 
trusted neighbor have an extra set of 
keys.

As a precaution, enroll the person 
in CaringKind’s “Wanderer’s Safety 
Program.” It will give you peace of 
mind knowing that the NYPD and 
other agencies will be involved in the 
search if your family member goes 
missing.

Make sure electrical appliances are 
in good working condition, that food 
hasn’t expired, and that medications 
are being taken.

The time may come when you will 

need legal authority to handle money 
matters. You don’t want to wait un-
til unpaid bills pile up or your family 
member pays the same bill multiple 
times. Keeping a close eye on her bank 
account can alert you if she is being 
swindled by scammers who prey upon 
vulnerable seniors.

If preparing meals becomes too 
complicated for the person or she’s not 
getting the proper nutritional balance, 
do some research on home-delivered 
meals in the area.

Try to visit often — and if you can’t 
get there every day, see if a friend can 
stop by, even if the visit is brief. Have 
your friend report back to you any-
thing that may have concerned him on 
his visit.

In my mother’s case, a bad fall and 
a stay in short-term rehab changed 
her life. When mom was getting ready 
to go home, a social worker told me 
that my mother was no longer cogni-
tively able to live alone. She needed a 
supportive setting, like assisted liv-
ing. Believe me, giving up her beloved 
apartment was very hard, but it was 
the right thing and the safe thing to 
do. Mom was able to live, for a while, 
very comfortably and happily in her 
new place. 

Caregiving is a very tough job, but 
free help is just a phone call away. Call 
the CaringKind Helpline, day or night, 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Or visit 
www.caringkindnyc.org.

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan

Is it safe for someone with 
dementia to live alone?

Some individuals in the early stage of Alzheimer’s or dementia can still manage living on 
their own — albeit with some help. But for others, it can be dangerous. iStock



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 6–12, 2018 37  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

ALL FIVE
OROUGHSOROUGHS!!

ALL FIVE
BOROUGHS!

www. accessibledispatch.com 

THE ACCESSIBLE
DISPATCH PROGRAM

gives residents and visitors with disabili�es 
GREATER ACCESS to wheelchair accessible taxis.

With pick-up and drop-up available in  
ALL FIVE BOROUGHS, Accessible Dispatch 

allows individuals with disabili�es to EXPLORE 
everything New York City has to o�er. 

NOW AVAILABLE IN

BOOK
ONLINE646-599-9999

CALL DOWNLOAD
THE APP!
ACCESSIBLE DISPATCH NYC

NOW AVAILABLE IN
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Borough President Melinda Katz (c.) meets with the Vietnam Veterans of America local chapter to report on the 
progress of a project that is close the group’s heart: a $2 million Queens Vietnam Veterans Memorial project, which 
is expected to be erected in Elmhurst Park by 2020. Courtesy of the Borough President’s office

After visiting the U.S. Virgin Islands on a relief mission last month, Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (l.) organized a Kosher-for-Passover food shipment for the territory that was ravaged 
last fall by Hurricane Irma.  Courtesy of Rozic’s office

Court Officer Nadine Coates receives a retirement gift from 
Administrative Judge Jeremy Weinstein of the Queens Civil 
Court last week.  Photo by Walter Karling

Council member Karen Koslowitz hands out citations to winners of her 7th Annual Women’s 
History Month student poster contest. This year’s theme: “Nevertheless, she persisted.”   

Courtesy of Koslowitz’s office

Very young patients at Flushing Hospital Medical Center 
got a gift from the enCourage Kids Foundation: a Mobile 
Sensory Station. The device helps pediatric patients cope 
with fear and anxiety they may experience in the hospital. 

Courtesy of Flushing Hospital 

Target is planning to open a small outlet store in 2022 on 31st Street and Ditmars Boulevard, the company said this week, 
after a similar store proposed last year for Jackson Heights was voted down by the community board,  Courtesy of Target
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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MASTER THEATER
1029 Brighton Beach Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11235 

Tickets at www.mastertheater.com

718-732-3838

ENDLESS GENEROSITY 
P R E S E N T S

Special guest: 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

For over half a century, Chris 
Lemmon’s beloved dad was a “human 
leprechaun” could make ‘em laugh 
while breaking their hearts.

“Pops was my very best friend,” 
said the actor, 63, the only son of Hol-
lywood legend Jack Lemmon, who 
died of cancer in 2001 at age 76. 

Chris Lemmon spoke at length 
about their special relationship 

during a phone conversation with 
TimesLedger, while en route to a lec-
ture he was giving in Connecticut, 
where he lives with his wife Tina. The 
father of three just finished teaching a 
course titled, “The Golden Age of Hol-
lywood” at New Haven University.

If you’re a person of a certain age, 
you probably remember Jack Lem-
mon’s moving performance in Billy 
Wilder’s Oscar-winning 1960 comedy-
drama, “The Apartment,” and in the 
1959 gender-bending classic, “Some 
Like It Hot,” with Marilyn Monroe.

The two-time Oscar winner (“Mis-
ter Roberts,” “Save the Tiger”) played 
an everyman in other classics as well: 
“Missing,” “The Fortune Cookie,” and 
“Short Cuts.” But in his varied roles, 
which were quite poignant and com-
plex, he was anything but ordinary.

Lemmon also starred in dramas 
like “Days of Wine and Roses,” but 
he’s probably best known for the 
memorable comedies he starred in 
with pal Walter Matthau, includ-
ing 1968’s “The Odd Couple,” 1993’s 
“Grumpy Old Men” and 1995’s 
“Grumpier Old Men.”

Chris Lemmon, appeared with 
his father in three films, including 
“That’s Life!” in 1986, and said it was 
“a wonderful experience” that he 
cherishes to this day.

An acclaimed memoir about all 
the great and not-so-great times 
spent with his father was published 
several years after Jack’s death, fol-
lowed by a tribute show based on de-
licious stories that Chris shares in 
the book.  

Continuing its successful three-
year run, “A Twist of Lemmon” 
has been described as an incredible 
performance piece in which Chris 
Lemmon tells heartwarming family 
stories, recounts intimate father-son 
conversations, and interesting anec-
dotes from and about his dad.

On March 11, the show came to 
the Queensboro Performing Arts 
Center in Bayside, after wowing au-
diences from Australia to London 
and all across America. Chris, who 
said it was “a hoot, and lots of fun,” 
played to a packed house and got a 
standing ovation. 

Continued on Page 46

Honoring a 
Hollywood 

legend
Actor pays tribute to late father 

JACK LEMMON at QPAC
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A sold out crowd attended a recent tribute show at QPAC presented by 
Chris Lemmon, who channels his dad in A "Twist Of Lemmon," based on his 
memoir of the same name. Courtesy of Chris Lemmon
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Answers in Sports

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

[title of show] — The show follows 
Hunter, Jeff, and their friends on their 
journey through the pains and joys, ups 
and downs, and trials and tribulations 
of creating theatre. In the span of 90 
minutes, they write and perform their 
show at the New York Musical Festival 
and learn lessons about themselves as 
people, friends, and artists. The show is, 
above all, a love letter to the uniquely 
American art form of musical theatre.
When: Friday, April 6, at 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, April 7, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, April 
8, at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 
April 11, at 7:30 p.m.; Thursday, April 12, at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website:  secrettheatre.showare.com/
eventperformances.asp?evt=25&searchd
ate=04/07/2018&MonthSubmit=x 

c lo u  d — Meant for an intimate audience, 
this evening-length dance takes place in 
an imagined room — which is continually 

expanding, contracting, shifting directions, 
refracted within the actual room. 
When: Friday, April 6, Saturday, April 7, 
Tuesday, April 10, Wednesday, April 11, and 
Thursday, April 12, at 8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.chocolatefactorytheater.
org/melinda-ring-special-projects-cloud/

Body Traffi c — Founded in 2007 by Lillian 
Barbeito and Tina Finkelman Berkett, “Body 
Traffi c” has surged to the forefront of the 
concert dance world. Named “the company 
of the future” by The Joyce Theater 
Foundation, Dance Magazine’s 25 to Watch in 
2013 and Best of Culture by the Los Angeles 
Times, the young company is already 
internationally recognized for their high 
quality of work.
When: Saturday, April 7, at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, April 8, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $20-$42
Contact: (718) 760-0064

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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Once upon a time, 
Nassau County was part 
of Queens — until 1898, 
when Greater New York 
City was formed. It has lots 
of theater companies, and 
many Queens residents, 
actors and theatergoers 
venture east across the 
city border — no passport 
required — to see what 
these groups are up to.

One of the more no-
table troupes is the Ivy 
Lane Players, which 
is about to present two 
plays making their Long 
Island debuts, “I Was 
Here” and “Courted: 
Love on Trial.” The 
productions, being per-
formed under the joint 
title “Uncertain Fate,” 
will run for six perfor-
mances April 13-22.

Ivy Lane has been 
around since 1963 and, 
according to its mission 
statement, offers works 

that might otherwise 
never see the light of 
day on the Island, while 
seeking to have their 
audiences “challenged, 
shaken up and, at times, 
annoyed, pestered and 
bothered by what hap-
pens on stage”.  Which, I 
might add, is what good 
theater should be all 
about.

They’ve produced 80 
shows to date — about 
three each year. Ivy Lane 
works out of its home at 

its patron, the Levittown 
Public Library (1 Blue-
grass Lane), presided 
over by Henry Brewer 
as president, and his 
wife Tara Labell as 
treasurer.  Unlike much 
of the competition, the 
group charges no admis-
sion — that’s right, free 
tickets available at the 
library reference desk 
— relying on contribu-
tions and the kindness 
of strangers, unlike the 
Metropolitan Museum of 

Art, which lets New York 
City patrons pay what 
they want.

Brewer often directs, 
but this current produc-
tion is guided by Cailin 

Kless, the daughter of 
two local theater actors, 
and a native of Douglas-
ton now living in Queens 
Village. Kless made her 
stage debut in 1993 as an 
angel in the Christmas 
pageant at the Zion Epis-
copal Church and has 
had a number of more 
earthbound roles since. 
She is currently study-
ing directing at The Bar-
row Group.

Several actors who 
will soon strut their 

stuff in Levittown can 
claim connections with 
Queens. Christopher 

Blieka, originally from 
Flushing, is a graduate 
student at Queens Col-
lege; Alexander Lar-

kin spent some time 
in Queens Village and 
makes his third appear-
ance with Ivy Lane; Jen-

nifer Pappas, a librarian 
by trade, is from Floral 
Park; Louis Scavo was 
born and lived on Eldert 
Lane in Cypress Hills, 
and makes his living 
as a paralegal; Joseph 

Sherer, a fellow member 
of the legal profession, 
resided in Rego Park and 
Whitestone; and Mara 

Lee Silverman is a for-
mer resident of Astoria 
and College Point.

All of this is made 
possible for these actors 
and the other cast mem-
bers by the most impor-
tant person in any pro-
duction, the playwright.  
He’s Eric L. Grayson, 
out of Coney Island and 
Sheepshead Bay, and 
the word is that his two 
plays for Ivy Lane are all 
about love.

So plan on making a 
trip to our neighbor to 
the east and enjoy what 
Ivy Lane has to offer. For 
more information, call 
516-731-5728, or visit  www.
ivylaneplayers.com .

Ivy Lane Players have Queens connections
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

(From l. - r.) Jennifer Pappas, Eric L. Grayson, Leo Bifulco, Eirinn Kless, Victoria McGuinness, 
and Emmanuel Ramirez. Courtesy of Ivy Lane Players

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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BY MERLE EXIT

An opening night 
weather delay did not de-
ter a great show for Uni-
verSoul Circus at Roy 
Wilkins Park

The show got off to a 
rousing start with two 
groups of young cheer-
leaders taking the stage. 
Rather than having 
the ringmaster, Lucky 
Malatsi and his sidekick 
Zeke introduce the first 
act, UniverSoul Circus 
checks out the audience 
prior to the show and in-
vites attending schools to 
showcase their talent.  

The fashionable, col-
orful Fresh the Clowns 
are always scouting 
out the crowd perspec-
tive dancers for later in 
the show to add to the 

audience participation 
segments. Most of the 
younger crowd were able 
to sing along to the pop, 
classical R&B, hip-hop 
and Latin music, which 
set the mood for an en-
ergetic circus perfor-
mance. 

UniverSoul brought 
in performers from all 
over the world. Caribbe-
an Dynasty, from Trini-
dad and Tobago, was the 
first act, a combination 
of flamboyant dancers 
and performers in masks 
on stilts. At one point, 
a limbo bar goes to six 
inches and ablaze.  

There are three acts 
that involve the use of 
animals, the cutest be-
ing Pampered Pooches, 
a comedy act from Chile. 
Their costumes and 

playful antics delighted 
everyone, especially dog 
lovers. 

Returning from last 
year’s show are the Flat 
Out Free-Style Riders 
Motorcross Dare Devils 
from right here in the 
United States. The door 
is opened at both ends of 
the big top as you hear 
their engines start, zoom 
and fly 30 feet into the air, 
jumping 75 feet across. It 
was quite exciting and 
brought you to the edge 
of your seat. 

High wire and acro-
batic acts are always a 
great circus jaw-dropper. 
That’s the case at Univer-
Soul, with an act from 
The Wiley Family from 
Columbia, which was 
composed of a six-person 
troupe with performers 

between the ages of 21 
and 54. Skillful balanc-
ing certainly made the 
difference on the high 
wire. Nomads flew up 
there on their teeter-
boards.

Two acts — Morning 
Bird and Duo Amour, 
both from Havana — 
used poles to produce a 
more flowing type of en-

tertainment.  
Other performances 

added to the sounds of 
music and short delays 
led to on the spot ideas. 
such as throwing huge 
inflatable balls into the 
audience. 

The circus will re-
main in Queens at Roy 
Wilkins Park — located 
between Merrick and 

Baisley boulevards in 
Jamaica — until Sun-
day, when it will break 
for a few days to set up 
at Floyd Bennett Field in 
Brooklyn. You can catch 
performances at 10:30 
a.m. and 7 p.m. Friday; at 
noon, 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday; and at 12:30 
p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday. 

UniverSoul thrills 
with exotic acts

at Roy Wilkins Park

Caribbean Dynasty, from Trinidad and Tobago, is the opening  act at the UniverSoul Circus, 
marking its 25th year at Roy Wilkins Park. Courtesy of UniverSoul Circus

ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY!

Ira & Isabella’s Jewish Italian Wedding

“Dysfunction and 
chaos at its best!”

Friday, May 4
7:30 pm

For Tickets or Information:

1-888-97-LAUGH (52844)
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Mother’s Day Brunch Buffet
COME ENJOY A FANTASTIC & DELECTABLE BRUNCH BUFFET 

STARRING ALL OF YOUR BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 
FAVORITES & MUCH MORE! 

 THIS BRUNCH INCLUDES:
Delicious Breakfast Items

Made To Order Omelet Station

Assorted Baked Breads & Pastries

Fresh Salads 

Gourmet Main Dishes 

Succulent Carving Station

Tasty Sides

Sweet Desserts

Soft Drinks &Juices 

Regular & Decaffeinated Coffee & Tea

FREE PARKING & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Mother’s Day 5/13
12:00 - 2:00PM (RESERVATION REQUIRED)

$45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY - KIDS UNDER 10 YRS, HALF PRICE
Price includes 1 alcoholic house beverage. Menu subject to change without notice.

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst

For reservations or more information call 718.457.6300 Ext.4939

JOIN US ON 
Father’s Day, Sunday 6/17
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

April 6-12, 2018

By Bill Deasy

Fine Feathered Friends
Across
1. Native American 
pole
6. "When I Was ___" 
("HMS Pinafore" song)
10. Authority at home
13. Ebony's partner
14. "M*A*S*H" 
character
16. Sod buster
17. Pirate's pet desert
19. Org. for Ginsburg 
and Thomas
20. Grabs some z's
21. He wrote The 
Praise of Folly
23. Lever 2000 
competitor
25. "The ___ McCoy"
26. It doesn't go full 
circle
29. Spheres of interest
32. Old Icelandic saga
34. Anthony who 
married J. Lo
36. Morton product
37. Word after 
stinking
39. Secret target?
40. ___'easter
41. Bad spots for 
teens?
42. Flightless New 
Zealanders
44. Transitional word
46. Record problem
47. Stevie Wonder's 
'___ She Lovely'
48. Camel lot?
50. "Game, ___, 
match!"
51. Like a fine Merlot
53. Religious schism

55. Fished like a 
caveman
58. Put the pressure 
on
62. Beverage 
measured in spots?
63. Anti-war mail
65. Row boat need
66. Sugar partner, in 
a verse
67. Unsavory one
68. "Little Giant" Mel
69. ___ gin fizz
70. Roots author Alex

Down
1. Waiters' rewards
2. Office for Obama
3. Went really fast
4. Proved to be 
human
5. Mr. Magoo's problem
6. Gallery hangings

7. Add punch to 
punch?
8. Jewish calendar 
month
9. Senegal seaport
10. Helpful moving 
birds
11. Flash ___ 
(impromptu 
gatherings)
12. Split ___ soup
15. Tend to the bird 
feeder
18. Russian royals
22. Plaid fabric
24. Wilderness home
26. Uncontrolled
27. Geometry r's
28. Birds separating
30. Hilo hello
31. Cause of some 
fractures
33. Tomorrow singer

35. Recoil in distaste
38. Stayed fresh
43. Bed and home 
attachment
45. Bro's daughter
49. Rob Roy need
52. Hints of rain
54. Tank fish
55. Center of 
government
56. Villain's forte
57. Art ___ ('20s 
style)
59. Part of an 
angler's gear
60. Prairie Indian 
tribe
61. Award presented 
by Chris Berman
62. "A Bridge ___ 
Far"
64. To Kill A 
Mockingbird author

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

AT THE ZOO
S O A P D A R I N M B A S
O N T O E N E R O E E N Y
S E A L I N G F A N N A I L
A R D E N N E S S P U R N S

C O I L C E L E B
P E C A N S S I N A T R A S
E L U T E C O A S T Y E A
S I B S C A N O E B A R N
T A B A L P E S G E N I E
S H Y S T E R S R O S T E R

H E A R A D O I T
S H O R T I P R O N O U N S
C O L E C R Y I N G W O L F
A M E S A T R E E E M A C
N E S T L E E R Y D O T S

As he channels his 
father, he believes Jack 
is always there in spirit, 
watching him sing and 
play the piano — he’s a 
classically trained pia-
nist. He also does a tip 
of the hat to a number of 
his dad’s films, actually 
re-enacting scenes from 
them. He incorporates a 
great deal of all that won-
derful music from the 
golden age of Hollywood, 
which he arranged. 
There’s a large multi-
media presentation that 
goes along with the show, 
which his wife runs.

“Fortune Cookie” be-
gins a section devoted 
to his father’s friendship 
with Matthau section, as 
it’s where the two actors 
first met. As an example 
of their unique bond, 
Jack presented his buddy 
Walter with a funny gift 
one Christmas: a blown-
up photo of himself lying 
naked, belly down, on a 
bear skin rug.

“The whole thing 
[book and show] started 
as a search for catharsis 
after my father died. I 
found it very healing to 
write down our memo-
ries and experiences to-
gether. I wanted my kids 
to know him too, as an 
incredibly generous per-
son both emotionally and 
as an artist,” Chris Lem-
mon explained. “And 
then one day, a sentence 
came to me: The father-
son relationship is enig-
matic to say the least. 
Loving yet competitive, 
caring yet judgmental. 
And I thought, ‘Oh I 
might have something 
here.’”

After the book came 
out, the concept for his 
show blossomed.

“I think spiritually, 
it’s the most rewarding. 
Because it’s a story about 
the fact that we humans 
are flawed, and our rela-
tionships can be flawed. 
If we understand that 
about each other we can 
rise above that and create 
wonderful bonds where 
there might not have 
been,” Chris said. “My 
father and I had a great 
relationship and he was 
also one of the most bril-
liant actors on the face of 
the earth. His profession 
came first, which caused 
a great deal of problems. 
But we all have problems 
in our relationships, and 
my father and I both grew 
to understand that and 
superseded that, and we 
ended up becoming, over 
the course of 30 years, 
the best of friends.”

That is, indeed, the 
heartbeat of the show.

“It’s also full of beans 
and lots of fun; there are 
so many great charac-
ters, all of whom make 
‘appearances.’ So, it’s got 
the ability to make you 
laugh and make you cry 
at the same time, which 
is what my father strove 
for in his performances 
and as an artist.  And it’s 
my duty as a narrator to 
tell that story. And from 
what I’ve been told, I’m 
successful,” he added.

The LA Times said, 
“It’s hard to believe it’s 
Chris and not Jack on 
stage,” in its review of 
Chris’ performance.   

Chris Lemmon grew 
up in and around Hol-
lywood before moving 
to Miami, Fla., after his 
mom — actress Cynthia 
Stone — remarried. He 

said that after his par-
ents divorced when he 
was just two, his father 
took a bachelor pad up in 
the Hills.

“And he’d come over 
when he could and grab 
me and bring me up for a 
visit. And there was one 
particular night when he 
tucked me into bed and 
called up a few friends 
and got the party start-
ed.” Six-year-old Chris 
heard all the ruckus as 
he lay half asleep holding 
his “security blankie,” 
when suddenly someone 
came down the hallway. 
It was none other than 
Jimmy Cagney!

“He spied me, grabbed 
me and pulled me out to 
the party and said [in 
his unmistakable voice]: 
‘Take a look here every-
body, it’s a little Lem-
mon; he wants to have a 
little fun here too, see?’” 
Chris said. “So, Cagney 
and Gregory Peck basi-
cally paraded me around 
all evening long, with 
the likes of Billy Wilder, 
Shirley MacLaine, and 
Jimmy Stewart. And 
there I was at just six, 
wading through a sea of 
some of the greatest ac-
tors of all time, and they 
loved it and I had a ball. 
I remember it absolutely 
crystal clear to this day,”

For 20 years, the fa-
ther and son duo took an-
nual fishing trips togeth-
er in Alaska, then played 
golf for another 10 years 
until Jack passed away. 

These days, the actor 
still stays in touch with 
all his siblings, who are 
steps and halves, he says, 
and is trying hard to put 
together an Off-Broad-
way run for his show, 
hoping to make it hap-
pen, perhaps in time for 
Father’s Day. But first, 
he needs investors. 

Talking about his 
dad’s famous mantra, 
Chris Lemmon remem-
bered that he would 
whisper, “magic time” 
before filming a scene or 
going on stage.

“And I say that, too, 
before I perform,” he 
said. “In my book, Kevin 
Spacey wrote the for-
ward, and he says he felt 
those words were more 
than just a calling to 
Jack’s muse; that it was 
a statement to his char-
acter because being with 
Jack was magical... and 
every moment with him 
was magic time. I agree 
with that assessment.”

Continued from Page 41 

Lemmon

FILM

Tale of the Bunny Picnic — 
The Muppet bunnies are all 
preparing for their annual 
Bunny Picnic with songs and 
decorations except for Bean 
Bunny whose siblings tease 
him for being smaller and 
getting in their way. But when 
Bean discovers the farmer’s 

dog nearby he tries to warn the 
other bunnies of the danger to 
them and their picnic. No one 
believes Bean until the dog 
interrupts the festivities and 
Bean must help save the day.
When: Friday, April 6, Saturday, 
April 7 and Sunday, April 8, at 
11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria

Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Muppets Take Manhattan 
— When the Muppets’ college 
revue is a big hit, they decide to 
take it all the way to Broadway. 
Filled with cameos by such 
New Yorkers as Mayor Ed Koch, 
Gregory Hines, and Liza Minnelli, 
the movie ends with a wedding 
between Kermit and Miss Piggy. 
Is it part of the show... or could 
it be real? 
When: Friday, April 6, at 1 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria

The show has also wowed audiences across the U.S. and in 
Australia and London. Courtesy of Chris Lemmon

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 47
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Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Nature Exploration Hike — 
The natural world is the best 
playground in New York City. 
Join the Urban Park Rangers 
on a hike through Astoria 
Park.
When: Friday, April 6, from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

All About Insects — Join 
the Urban Park Rangers 
to learn about insects and 
search for six-legged critters 
under rocks and logs.
When: Friday, April 6, from 1 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Art Show — Stop by the art 
show to take a look at the 
work of 13 talented artists. 
When: Saturday, April 7, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where: Glendale Maspeth 
Methodist Church
Cost: Free

Ridgewood Reservoir 
Community Tours — The 
Ridgewood Reservoir in 
Highland Park straddles 
the border of Brooklyn and 
Queens. A lush and dense 
forest has grown in its 
two outside basins while 
a freshwater pond with 
waterfowl sits in the middle 
basin. Explore this incredible 

natural resource in the heart 
of New York City. Please 
register at  www.eventbrite.
com/e/ridgewood-reservoir-
2018-community-tours-
tickets-43104726397 
When: Saturday, April 7, from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Where: Ridgewood Reservoir
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 656-2984

Children’s Carnival — Stop 
by the Queens County Farm 
Museum for a kids carnival. 

The price of admission 
includes carnival rides and 
children’s entertainment. 
Midway games, hay rides, 
pony rides and access to the 
petting zoo are available for 
an additional fee. 
When: Saturdays, April 7 and 
14 and Sundays, April 8 and 
15, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 347-3276

Solar-Lunar Transcriptions 
— This exhibition by Flushing 
Town Hall Teaching Artist 
Tina Seligman explores the 
rhythms and patterns of 
the sun and moon through 
visual art, music, and poetry. 
At a time when the world 
is so fractured, shared 
experiences of the sun and 
moon remind us that we are 
all profoundly connected 
through nature.
When: Saturday, April 7, from 
12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: Free for members 
of students; $5 suggested 
donation
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222 

The Broadway Dolls — A 
concert featuring a roster of 
the most dynamic women on 
Broadway, this all-singing, 
all-dancing show is truly 
a unique live theatrical 
experience.
When: Sunday, April 8, at 
3 p.m.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 
Bayside
Cost: Price varies
Contact: (718) 631-6311

Holocaust Remembrance 
Program — The 11th annual 
program consists of a 
memorial candle lighting 
ceremony by survivors 
and their descendants. 
A complimentary light 
kosher supper will precede 
the program Registration 
required at  www.
brandeisassociation.org  
When: Wednesday, April 11, at 
6 p.m. (5:30 p.m. for supper)
Where: Queens County Civil 
Court Jury Room, 89-17 
Sutphin Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 575-8721

BY MERLE EXIT

The uniquely-named 
“[title of show]” has be-
gun its run at Long Island 
City’s Secret Theatre. 

Directed by Scott 
Guntrie, “[title of show]” 
first debuted at the 2004 
New York Musical The-
atre Festival prior to its 
Off-Broadway run and 
continues its run at Se-
cret Theatre — located at 
44-02 23rd St. — through 
April 14.

The plot centers on 
two gay men, Jeff Bowen 
(Jason Moody) and Hunt-
er Bell (Jeffrey Scott Ste-
vens), who decide to write 
a musical to submit to an 
annual festival to help 
boost their struggling 
acting careers. They 
have just three weeks to 
get the job done. 

The musical gets its 
name based on a sub-
mission form that reads, 
“[title of show],” which 
the creators chose to use 
as the title. The show is a 

humorous spoof on what 
needs to be done to ex-
ecute their dreams. 

As the show progress-
es — without an inter-
mission — the writers de-
cide that they are going 
to use the dialogue that 
comes up between the 
four main characters as 

the dialogue in the play. 
The dialogue proved to 
be witty and comedic, es-
pecially with one subplot: 
the casting of the show. 

Since they are con-
tinuing with the festival, 
from Off-Broadway to the 
Great White Way, they 
are also attempting to get 

in touch with people who 
might be interested in be-
ing in the Broadway ver-
sion, both major stars — 
in their dreams — as well 
as unknown actors. 

The acting and sing-
ing talent of the cast 
was enjoyable to watch. 
They were excellent, 

though a little more 
enunciation would have 
further enhanced the 
show, as it was some-
times difficult to under-
stand some of the dia-
logue and lyrics.

The show started 
with a fast pace and con-
tinued that way through 

most of the performance, 
but the end of the play 
dragged on just a bit. 

Will “[title of show]” 
succeed on Broadway? 
As the cast sings, “I’d 
rather be nine people’s 
favorite thing than 100 
people’s ninth favor-
ite thing. Those nine 
people will tell nine 
people. Then we’ll have 
18 people lovin’ the 
show! Then 18 people 
will grow into 525,600 
people all lovin’ our 
show!”

You can catch per-
formances of “[title of 
show]” at the Secret The-
atre until April 14, with 
show times offered every 
day at 7:30 p.m. except 
Monday, April 9, and 
Tuesday, April 10. There 
will be an additional 
matinee show on Sun-
day, April 8, at 3 p.m.

For get tickets, call 
the box office at (718) 
392-0722 and visit the 
Secret Theatre’s  website  
for more information. 

Witty, comedic dialogue drives '[title of show]' 

From l.-r.: Christopher Lengerich, Jeffery Scott Stevens, Chelsea Barker, Jennifer Swiderski, Jason Moody shine on stage. 
 Photo by Reiko Yanagi

Continued from Page 46 
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Straddling the border of Brooklyn and Queens in Highland Park is the amazing Ridgewood Reservoir. Get a rare chance to 
take a guided tour Saturday from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Courtesy of Ines Leong / L-INES
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
April 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person, table of 10 - $900

To purchase tickets please fi ll in 
form below, or call Linda Lindenauer 

at (718) 260-4521

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: Linda Lindenauer

(718) 260-4521
Email: 

llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________   Address______________________________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________                                                       Email ____________________________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity _______   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX   Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____ Signature_______________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner 63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 10th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the Queens Impact 
Awards Gala Dinner

Leslie Ramos
James Regan

Maureen Regan
Felix V. Matos 

Rodriguez
Dr. David Rosenthal

Edwin Westley
Nadezhda Williams
Nantasha Williams

HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal
Lenny Banovez 
and Laura Frye

Barbara Bell
Giselle Burgess
Carmin Caterina
Brianna Ferranti
Henry Foster

Gabriel Gonzalez

Thomas Grech
Jukay Hsu

Amna Javid
Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
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for citizenship information, the 
Trump administration will im-
pede an “actual enumeration” 
required by the Constitution. 
It was also brought under the 
Administrative Procedure Act, 
which allows courts to set aside 
unlawful or arbitrary and capri-
cious agency decisions.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
Jackson Heights) said the citi-
zen question on the Census 2020 
is just another attack on im-
migrant communities coming 
from Trump.

“No one should be using the 
census as a political tool, espe-

cially when the goal of the ques-
tionnaire is to get a real count of 
the population,” he said. “These 
un-American, racist tactics will 
hurt us because it will provide 
a bad, inaccurate count, since 
many immigrants, out of fear, 
won’t participate.”

Schneiderman pointed out 
that the Census Bureau’s own 
research shows that the decision 
to demand citizenship informa-
tion will “inevitably jeopardize 
the overall accuracy of the pop-
ulation count” by significantly 
deterring participation in immi-
grant communities, because of 
concerns about how the federal 
government will use citizenship 
information. Schneiderman 
and other lawmakers said these 

concerns have only been ampli-
fied by President Trump’s anti-
immigrant rhetoric and pattern 
of actions that target immigrant 
communities.

Mayor Bill de Blasio, who has 
been vocal against Trump’s anti-
immigrant stance, said he is join-
ing the lawsuit to stop the presi-
dent from politicizing the census. 

“A fair and accurate 2020 
count is constitutionally man-
dated to ensure political power 
and resources remain with the 
people — where they belong,” 
he said. “President Trump’s 
decision puts our amazing city 
of immigrants in jeopardy and 
threatens federal funding for 
infrastructure, health care and 
public safety in New York.”

the early morning and evening 
and we need to immediately 
fund the Lhota emergency 
plan to ensure those trains are 
actually running on time. Now 
more than ever, New York City 
needs to step up to support the 
MTA in this time of crisis.”

Under the state budget for 
2019, passed on March 30, the 
city will be required to pay 
up half the cost of the Subway 
Action Plan, MTA Chair Joe 

Lhota’s $836 million strategy 
for stabilizing the failing tran-
sit system until a more com-
prehensive overhaul can be 
funded and completed.

During the early morning 
and late evening hours, only 
about 10 percent of trains run 
with five minute wait times 
and only 43 percent have wait 
times less than 10 minutes.

Stringer has been a pro-
ponent of sharing the cost of 
Subway Action Plan, some 
$800 million, to stabilize the 
system while more aggressive 
upgrades are made to the ag-
ing infrastructure, something 

that was not lost on the MTA 
in itsresponse to the report.

“We appreciate the comp-
troller’s continued calls for 
the city to fund its half of 
the Subway Action Plan,” 
MTA spokesman Jon Wein-
stein said. “The challenges 
of running of a system 24/7, 
365 days a year are well 
known — and not done any-
where else in the world. We 
balance round-the-clock 
service, safety and critical 
repair work towards the 
singular goal of a better 
subway system for all New 
Yorkers.”

“School buses harm the kids 
more than anyone else.”

Although Councilman 
Danny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) has drafted a pro-
posal for more electric school 
buses, the mayor said he was 
not aware of it. 

“I have not read the legisla-
tion, but I do like the idea,” de 
Blasio said. “We are putting 
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions all over the city and it 
stands to reason that we want 
to go for the maximum amount 
of electric school buses.”

Stephen Petrus, a historian 
who works at LaGuardia and 
Wagner archives at LaGuardia 
Community College in Long 
Island City, asked the mayor 
about introducing curriculum 
to high schools. 

“Noting that new Schools 
Chancellor Richard Carranza 
was starting his job this week, 
de Blasio said, “In San Francis-
co and Houston he focused on 

building curricula that reflect-
ed the whole community. This 
is something that we want to 
do a lot with to reflect the total-
ity of our city.”

Ann Heppermann, a new 
Jackson Heights resident, feared 
she would no longer be able to af-
ford to stay in the neighborhood 
due to gentrification. 

“They say that Jackson 
Heights is an untapped asset,” 
Hepperman said. “They say 
that [Hayes Court] was sup-
posed to be a rent-stabilized 
building, and I’m middle class. 
I’m not going to be able to enjoy 
the amazing things that are 
coming to Jackson Heights, be-
cause I’ll be gone.”

DSS Commissioner Steve 
Banks, who was in attendance, 
along with many of the city’s 
top officials, told Heppermann 
that no matter who buys her 
building that she still has her 
rent-stabilization rights. The 
mayor also offered her free le-
gal service.   

“As a general matter, if 
someone buys your building, 
it does not wipe out the rights 
that you have,” Banks said. 

men have suffered 12 grueling 
months out of work because 
Spectrum values its billions of 
dollars in profits over the long 
term security of its workers 
and their families.”

 He took part in the March 
28 rally at City Hall attended 
by other council members, 
including Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest).

Charter CEO Tom Rut-
ledge received over $98 mil-
lion in 2016, while in that 
same year the company 
planned to eliminate Local 
3’s pension plan, slash health 
benefits by more than half 
and insisted that its mem-
bers pay monthly premiums 
out-of-pocket, according to 
Miller’s office. 

Local 3 filed a complaint 
against Charter. The company 
could default on its franchise 
agreement with the city if an 
audit by the Department of 
Information Technology & 
Communications finds out the 
organization was hiring out-
of-city contractors during the 
strike.

“We won’t tolerate its union 
busting efforts and stubborn 
refusal to come to the table any 
longer, and vow to take aim at 
its prized Franchise Agree-
ment with the City,” Miller 
said. 

Miller and Local 3 were not 

alone in their fight.
“What is clear is that 

Charter cares more about 
its own bottom line than 
the well-being of its work-
ers,” Lancman said.“I will 
continue to fight to ensure 
Local 3 receives a fair con-
tract and that Charter is 
held accountable for any 
violation of the Franchise 
Agreement.”

In a statement Spectrum 
spokesman John Bonomo 
said  that the company is 
focusing on best serving 
their customers.

“Our dedicated team of 
NYC employees is working 
hard every day to deliver 
the best TV, internet and 
voice experience to Spec-
trum customers,” he said. 
“We continue to meet cus-
tomer demands for instal-
lation and repair work, 
and we’re also investing in 
even better Spectrum ser-
vices, including increasing 
our starting internet speed 
to 200 Mbps and offering 
gigabit connections to NYC 
residents.” 

Local 3 also received 
support from Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Councilman Bar-
ry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens), and Councilman 
Francisco Moya (D-East 
Elmhurst).  

The Queens Library 
Guild and the New York 
City Central Labor Council 
also supported Local 3. 

NYCHA housing, which sparked 
controversy regarding the long-
running feud between the gover-
nor and the mayor.

“New York will also become 
the first state to implement new 
measures to shield families from 
the devastating federal tax law’s 
elimination of full state and lo-
cal deductibility — an economic 
arrow aimed at the heart of this 
state’s economy,” Cuomo said. 
“This budget also delivers for 
the most vulnerable among us, 
including the NYCHA tenants 
who have had to live with mold, 
lead and no heat and were placed 
at risk by a failed bureaucracy, 
and those who have had to en-
dure the injustice that is Rikers 
Island.”

Although the budget includes 
funds to expedite the construc-
tion of new jails leading to the 
closure of Rikers, former judge 
and Chairman of the Indepen-
dent Commission on New York 
City Criminal Justice Jonathan 
Lippman claimed the effort just 
is not enough without additional 

changes to criminal justice laws 
in place.

“Closing Rikers and improv-
ing our criminal justice system 
is a moral imperative that re-
quires courage and persistence 
from our elected leaders,” Lipp-
man said. “Before the end of ses-
sion, I hope that our state legis-
lators take action to reform our 
broken bail system, make dis-
covery fairer for defendants, and 
improve our speedy trial laws. 
The sooner Albany passes legis-
lation that improves our crimi-
nal justice system, the sooner we 
can close the accelerator of hu-
man misery that is Rikers Island 
and bring justice to thousands 
of New Yorkers who suffer from 
our unfair system every day.”

The governor included a $4.2 
billion middle-class tax cut to 
6 million residents across the 
state, which should save an an-
nual $700 per household in Phase 
I of the plan and will eventually 
save $4.2 billion for residents by 
2025.

The Citizens Budget Com-
mission said it was a good start, 
with more precautions needed 
further down the road.

“State lawmakers deserve 
credit for making changes to 

the state’s tax code in response 
to the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,” 
a commission statement said. 
“Creation of an Employer Com-
pensation Expense Tax, state 
and local funds for charitable 
contributions, and other techni-
cal fixes are changes needed to 
blunt the impact of the federal 
tax law, particularly for taxpay-
ers that will be adversely affected 
by the cap on state and local de-
ductions (SALT cap). The state’s 
decoupling from the federal tax 
code will also eliminate a $1 bil-
lion unplanned tax increase, but 
may present new challenges in 
administration.”

Not mentioned in the budget 
was a means to launch the Fix-
NYC’s congestion pricing pro-
posal, an $11 fee on cars entering 
Manhattan below 60th Street, to 
create a reliable, long-term fund-
ing stream for the MTA.

Instead, Cuomo laid out a 
plan to charge for-hire vehicles 
$2.75 to enter Manhattan below 
96th Street and the dedication 
of funds from the Payroll Mobil-
ity Tax to the MTA to grease the 
wheels on the Subway Action 
Plan, a short-term strategy to 
curb the widespread delays and 
meltdowns on the system.

Continued from Page 4 
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Sports

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

The 2018 Mets season began 
on a sad note, as legend Rusty 
Staub died last week just before 
the team’s home opener against 
the St. Louis Cardinals. 

Staub, a New Orleans na-
tive, died in West Palm Beach, 
Fla., succumbing to organ fail-
ure March 29. He was 73. 

“It’s a sad day for the Mets. 
Ironic that it’s Opening Day,” 
general manager Sandy Alder-
son said before the Mets’ 9-4 vic-
tory over the Cardinals at Citi 
Field. “Perhaps the overcast 
[weather] was an indication of 
how Mets Nation is feeling.”

Staub played for five teams 
in his 23-year career, including 
nine seasons in two stints with 
the Mets. He was a six-time 
All-Star and slugged 292 home 
runs. Aside from having a rep-
utation as a good player on the 
field, the outpouring of love and 
support in the aftermath of his 
death shows how he earned the 
respect of his fans and baseball 
colleagues by being an even 
better person. 

“Obviously this is a sad 
day for Metland here. Rusty’s 
a very dear friend, and he has 

Mets fans attended Opening Day with heavy hearts after the passing 
of team icon Rusty Staub.  AP Photo

BY ROBERT COLE

The Francis Lewis High 
School baseball team faced 
off against the Monroe 
Eagles in the 49th annual 
James Monroe Campus Holi-
day Invitational Baseball 
Tournament and fell 8-1 to 
last season’s PSAL champi-
ons.  

“We have a little bit of 

work to do,” Francis Lewis 
coach John Palladino said 
after the game. “But I like 
what we have done so far in 
the preseason.”

Things got tough early 
for the Patriots in the non-
conference game, as Monroe 
jumped out to an early lead 
in the first inning. Mental 
mistakes, walks and errors 
led to four runs for Eagles, 

putting Francis Lewis in a 
hole it could not dig itself 
out of. 

An error allowed Mon-
roe’s first run to cross the 
plate. Back-to-back Monroe 
batters were hit by pitches, 
which resulted in three 
more runs coming across as 
the Eagles jumped out to a 
4-0 advantage.

Edwin Almazar winds up to deliver a pitch.  Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52

Mets icon remembered 
for his philanthropy

Francis Lewis falters
High school baseball squad drops tournament game

Zach 
Gewelb

Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR  PA ID 
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The Patriots responded 
in the top of the second in-
ning, adding a run to cut 
into Monroe’s led. Francis 
Lewis drew four consecutive 
walks, making the score 4-1. 
But that was as close as the 
Patriots would get. 

Monroe’s pitching staff 
quickly settled down, record-
ing nine more strikeouts — 
for a total of 12 — to keep the 
Patriots’ bats silent for the 
remainder of the game. 

The Eagles continued to 
take advantage of Francis 
Lewis mistakes to add to 
their lead, taking on four 
more runs to make the score 
8-1, which would prove to be 
the final score. 

“I felt like we started 
to clean it up later in the 
game,” Palladino said. “We 
started to show more prom-
ise and had some good at-
bats later in the game. The 
score does not reflect that, 
but we started playing bet-
ter as the game went on.”

Despite the tough loss, 
Palladino believes his team 
can put together a nice sea-
son in 2018. 

“Our goal is to be a play-
off team as we have been in 
the past, and we are well on 
our way to working toward 
that,” Palladino said.  

Despite the loss, Francis 
Lewis sports a 1-0 record 

in the PSAL AAA Eastern 
League, and — weather per-
mitting — the squad hopes to 
have an opportunity to work 
out more preseason kinks 
before resuming league play 
April 9 against Cardozo.

his place in Met lore, and also 
the city. It’s a tough day,” said 
Keith Hernandez, another Mets 
legend who played with Staub 
from 1983-85.

Even City Council Speaker 
Corey Johnson chimed in, 
expressing his sorrow over 
Staub’s death. 

“The Borough of Queens and 
the City of New York lost a titan 
today: legendary New York Met 
Rusty Staub,” Johnson said on 
the day of Staub’s death. “On 
this Opening Day, Rusty’s loss 
leaves a void at Citi Field and 
baseball stadiums across the 
country. Rusty not only was a 
champion in baseball but also a 
champion for all humanitarian 
causes. He was as good off the 
field as he was on. Rusty helped 
all New Yorkers — whether you 
were a child or a senior citizen, 
rich or poor or even a Yankees 
fan. New Yorkers will miss 
Rusty greatly, and the Council 
expresses its deepest condo-
lences to Rusty’s family and 
Mets fans everywhere. Viva Le 
Grand Orange,” referencing 
Staub’s nickname, which hon-
ored his shock of red hair. 

Staub was a known humani-

tarian, someone who always 
wanted to give back. His char-
ity has raised over $17 million 
since its inception in 1985. The 
Rusty Staub Foundation has es-
tablished food pantries and mo-
bile units in all five boroughs 
that serve thousands of meals 
annually. The foundation also 
provided aid for the families of 
first responders who died in the 
line of duty. 

And he always made sure to 
give back to baseball by becom-
ing an advocate for the players’ 
union.

“He will also be remem-
bered by the fraternity of play-
ers as a smart, tireless advocate 
on their behalf who helped 
build the Major League Base-
ball Players Association and 
stood at the forefront of the 
fight for player rights,” MLBPA 
executive director Tony Clark 
said in a statement. “Upon re-
tirement, he devoted himself 
through his foundation to help-
ing the widows and children of 
police officers and firefighters 
killed in the line of duty. Rusty 
will be missed, but the legacy of 
his humanity and compassion 
will live on.”

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539.

Continued from Page 51 
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Francis Lewis’ Devine Marin makes a play at second base. 
Photo by Robert Cole
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Mets

BY ROBERT COLE

With several players away 
on vacation, Construction 
coach Daniel Paradis, used 
the opening round of the 
49th Annual James Monroe 
Campus Holiday Invitational 
Baseball Tournament to re-
ward some of his younger 
players with game experience 
and play other starters in dif-
ferent positions.

That resulted in a 13-3 loss, 
as the Redhawks fell to the 
Bronx’s Bathgate Bulldogs at 
George Washington Field last 
Saturday in Manhattan.    

“It’s our first game in the 
tournament and it was tough 
day,” Paradis said. “We played 
a tough game, made a couple 
of errors here and there and 
they got ahead after the fourth 
inning. We are a young team 
and we played hard, but we 
did not pull it off.”

Bathgate jumped ahead to 
a 1-0 lead in the top of the first 
inning, but Construction re-
sponded in style during the 

bottom half of the frame. 
Marcus Ortiz started the 

inning with single. He stole 
third base after being forced 
to second when Matthew Ser-
rata walked.  Ortiz scored 

Construction’s first run on a 
wild pitch, knotting the score 
at 1-1.  The Redhawks loaded 
the bases when Justin Gar-
cia reached after being hit 
by a pitch, and Nicholas Font 

followed with a walk. After 
back-to-back strikeouts, Xavi-
er Tejada showed patience 
at the plate, working a walk 
that brought home another 
run, giving the Redhawks a 

2-1 lead going into the second 
inning.

The lead would hold until 
the third inning, when Bath-
gate tied the score following 
a walk and a drive to the left 
field fence.

Construction reclaimed the 
lead in the bottom half of the 
third after loading the bases 
and scoring on another walk, 
this time by Erick Aybar, as 
the Redhawks went up 3-2.

But Construction’s defense 
struggled in the fourth, when 
a series of errors, combined 
with some walks and a hit 
batsman, led to six unearned 
runs for Bathgate. The Red-
hawks couldn’t recover and 
ultimately fell 13-3.

Despite the tough loss, 
Paradis said he believes his 
team will bounce back and 
put together a strong season 
in 2018.

“We should be alright. We 
are in a strong division, but 
we are a good team,” he said. 
“We were shorthanded today, 
but we will be alright.”

Construction’s Nicholas Font makes a play at the plate. Photo by Robert Cole

Short-handed Construction falls to Bathgate
Redhawks competitive early, but can’t keep up with Bulldogs in tournament loss
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Since he took office, Van 
Bramer has secured in excess 
of $6 million for Queensbridge 
Park, which included $3.4 mil-
lion to fix the once-crumbling 
seawall along with a 6-foot-
wide promenade along the East 
River with benches, plantings 
and a small wharf. That area 
was later named in honor of 
longtime park advocate Eliza-
beth McQueen.

The new 1,500-square-
foot field house will include a 
community room and office 
area for Parks staff, a public 
restroom, and storage space 
for athletic teams which com-
pete on nearby baseball, foot-
ball and soccer fields. It will 
be surrounded by an outdoor 
plaza area complete with seat-
ing, bicycle racks and drink-
ing fountains. The building’s 
design includes: efficient 
plumbing fixtures to reduce 
water use; an energy-efficient 
heating and cooling system; 
energy-efficient lighting; in-

creased ventilation; and light- 
colored paving to reduce the 
heat island effect.

Van Bramer allocated $2.5 
millions in City Council fund-
ing with an additional $3.75 
million from Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio. The design was unveiled at 
a community event in 2017 and 
the facility is expected to be re-
opened in summer 2019.

“Queensbridge is a pictur-
esque park with astounding 
views of the skyline, and an 
active community who loves 
and cares for it,” Queens Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy Le-
wandowski said. “The new 
field house we are building 
will provide storage and office 
space for Parks staff, an indoor 
space for community program-
ming, and -- best of all -- it will 
finally bring a bathroom facil-
ity to the southern end of the 
park.”

The only other comfort sta-
tion in the park is on the north 
side of the site, at Vernon Bou-
levard and 41st Street.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

shelters, such gifts are usu-
ally not possible,” Befumo 
said. “Our project allows 
these children to forget any 
struggles they might be fac-
ing and enjoy their childhood 
doing what all kids love to do: 
play!”

The students who volun-
teered for the St. John’s Prep 
Easter Basket Project enjoyed 
participating.

“Perhaps the kids receiv-
ing these baskets will re-
member this always, and this 
memory will cause them to 
reflect upon the real celebra-
tion of this Easter holiday,” 
St. John’s Prep Junior Geor-
gia Patronas said. St. Leo’s 
first grader Javion Halbert 
added, “There were a lot of 
baskets and the kids looked 
so happy. I liked helping.”

It was the second year in 
a row Befumo organized the 
effort.

“Unfortunately, almost 
every New Yorker sees the 
visible homeless as they go 
about their day, but we seek 
to serve the invisible home-
less -- those children tucked 
away in shelters, having had 
to give up most of their trea-
sured possessions, fighting 
to keep their classmates from 
knowing where they live, 
often being too ashamed to 

explain to their friends why 
they suddenly had to change 
schools,” Befumo said. “It 
is these invisible homeless 
children who most need our 
kindness and generosity.”

The Department of Home-
less Services encourages New 
Yorkers who are interested 
in volunteering at a home-
less shelter or to assist with 
delivering homeless services, 
to visit www.nycservice.org/
search/#s and search by 
interest using the category 
Homelessness and Housing.

“As the mayor has said, 
New Yorkers experiencing 
homelessness come from 
literally every community 
in this city -- and we are 
encouraged by New York-
ers who want to do more to 
support our homeless neigh-
bors as they get back on 
their feet, especially during 
the holiday season,” DHS 
spokesman Isaac McGinn 
said. “Whether by volunteer-
ing or donating, we welcome 
communities that want to 
give back and are commit-
ted to working with inter-
ested community members 
to ensure their efforts and 
energies are most effectively 
directed to improve quality 
of life for New Yorkers in 
need.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

beyond those originally es-
timated in the scope have 
included platform, column 
and state-of-good repair 
work. We will have a surplus 
of about $90 million after 
completing 20 stations, and 
we will put that money to-
wards making an additional 
station fully accessible and 
ADA-compliant.”

Astoria’s elected officials 
and community leaders ral-
lied several times in recent 
months to protest the projects 
because they did not include 
improved subway service, 
updated signals, or renova-
tion of the track or elevator 
installations to make the sta-
tions more accessible to peo-
ple with disabilities, seniors 
and parents with strollers. 
State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and City Coun-
cilman Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) frequently re-
ferred to the work as “ex-
pensive cosmetic changes.” 
which made the MTA com-
munications bristle. 

In February, the MTA   
escorted a small group of 
reporters inside the 36th 
Avenue station construction 
site to show that the work 
was necessary, pointing out 
corroded and dilapidated 
steel that holds up platforms 
made of crumbling concrete.

“We are replacing steel, 
we are replacing concrete, we 

are replacing platforms, we 
are replacing all the things 
that keep this standing up,” 
Weinstein said during the 
February tour. MTA chair-
man Joe Lhota told the Wall 
Street Journal Monday that 
costs rose after contractors 
began work on stations and 
discovered “infrastructure 
rot,” particularly on the As-
toria line,  which broadened 
the scope of the work.

So the work will continue 
on the Astoria line stations, 
inconveniencing residents 
and endangering small busi-
nesses  along the 31st Street 
business corridor according 
to Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) who will 
continue to urge passage of 
her legislation to provide 
tax relief to any New York 

small business that experi-
ences significant loss or dis-
location from a state or local 
infrastructure project,

“My bill will strike a bal-
ance so that costs of achiev-
ing a common good stemming 
from infrastructure projects 
are shared and not borne 
solely by a struggling small 
business sector,” Simotas 
said. “Astoria’s merchants, 
small shops and restaurants 
are absolutely essential to 
the life of our community, 
giving the neighborhood 
its vibrancy and character. 
These businesses must sur-
vive.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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The MTA is scaling back it’s program to update and modernize 32 subway stations throughout the city but it 
will not cut back on projects scheduled for the N/W line in Astoria. Photos by Bill Parry

The steel beam holding up the western platform of the N/W 36th Avenue 
station in Astoria is rusted through in many places. 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


