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T eenagers are busier than ever before. But even 
the busiest teens need places to unwind and re-
lax with friends. Many parents aspire to create 

that type of environment in their homes but don’t 
know where to begin.

Having teens close by and interacting with them 
on a regular basis can benefi t families. Data from 
the National Center for Education Statistics notes 
that parental involvement correlates to higher 
grade point averages. Research from the National 
Highway Traffi c Safety Administration says cer-
tain parenting styles, including those that set rules 
and monitor teens in supportive ways, develop kids 
who are more likely to wear seat belts while driving, 
while such support also lowers crash risk. Involved 
parents also may reduce the chances of teen drug 
use and promiscuous behavior.

Parents who want to keep teens nearby can create 

hangout spaces at home that make it easy for teens 
to feel comfortable with their friends. These “teen 
caves” can be private but permit supervision when 
necessary. With a few modifi cations, it’s possible 
to transform a room in a home into a teen-friendly 
hangout space:

Talk to your children. Involve teens in the pro-
cess of renovating a home to create a spot in which 
they would like to congregate. Talk about elements 
they would like to see in the space, whether it be a 
particular design style, technology, or activity. 

Establish a shared budget. Paint is inexpen-
sive and can transform just about any room in a 
single afternoon. If the room being renovated is the 
teen’s own bedroom, allow him or her to choose the 
color palette and other accents. Even if it isn’t to 
your taste, he or she will be proud of the results and 
may want to share it with friends.

Have a snack station. Some teenagers always 
seem to be hungry, and hanging out with friends 
while enjoying food is a popular pastime. When ren-
ovating a room into a teen cave, fi nd a way to make 
food a focus. Install a mini-refrigerator and non-al-
coholic bar where kids can serve snacks to friends. 
Think about a space you would like as an adult and 
modify it to be more accommodating to teenagers.

Add more seating. Having friends over means 
having enough seating to handle a small crowd. 
Beanbags, cushioned benches, a daybed, modular 
seating, and more can ensure everyone has a place 
to sit.

Make a private outdoor spot. Teen spaces do 
not need to be restricted to the indoors. Design ad-
vice site Houzz says an outdoor escape zone that in-
cludes comfortable seating in a private area — par-
ticularly a spot that can also be enjoyed into the 
evening — will be a coveted spot.

Invest in “indestructible” materials. Teenag-
ers are bound to make messes, and having other peo-
ple over means contending with a certain measure 
of damage. Design the space with indoor-outdoor 
carpeting, water-resistant fabrics, distressed wood, 
and other durable materials.

Adolescents are always looking for spaces to 
gather without overbearing adult interference. Ho-
meowners can create such spaces for their children 
in their own homes.  
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CREATE A TEEN-FRIENDLY

space at home

With a few modifi cations, it’s 
possible to transform a room 
in a home into a teen-friendly 
hangout space.
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How to conserve energy 
throughout summer

E nergy bills tend to be high in summertime, 
when many people crank up their air condition-
ers in an attempt to combat the heat. For some 

households, higher energy bills might be stretch-
ing their budgets, while others might be looking for 
ways to reduce their carbon footprints.

Conserving energy can help homeowners save 
money and help the planet at the same time. And re-
ducing energy consumption in the summer does not 
require men and women to sacrifi ce comfort in the 
name of conservation. In fact, various strategies can 
help homeowners and apartment dwellers reduce 
their summertime energy consumption:

Stop cooling an empty home. A cool home 
might be the ultimate necessity during summer heat 
waves, but there’s no reason to cool a residence when 
no one is home. According to the U.S. Department 
of Energy, operating thermostats more effi ciently 
can help homeowners trim their cooling costs by 
as much as 10 percent. One way to be more effi cient 
with thermostats is to keep the house warmer than 
normal when no one is home. Programmable ther-
mostats can be set so air conditioning units turn on 
shortly before residents arrive home, ensuring the 
house is comfortable and no energy is wasted.

Narrow the gap between indoor and outdoor 

temperatures. The DOE notes that the smaller the 
difference between the temperature indoors and 

outside, the lower cooling costs will be. While it may 
be tempting to set thermostats to room temperature 
(68-degrees Fahrenheit) on days when temperatures 
reach 90 degrees or above, that’s an enormous tem-
perature gap that will result in a high energy bill. 
Instead, the DOE recommends setting thermostats 
to 78 degrees whenever possible.

Open the windows at night. Daytime tempera-
tures, particularly during the dog days of summer, 
may necessitate the use of air conditioners. But men 
and women who live in climates where temperatures 
drop considerably at night can sleep with their win-
dows open. This reduces energy consumption and 
saves money, and can be a great way to introduce 
fresh air into a home during a time of year when air 
can become stagnant.

Do not set air conditioner thermostats at 

lower than normal temperatures when turning 

them on. The DOE notes that setting thermostats at 
lower than normal temperatures when turning air 
conditioners on will not cool homes any faster than 
setting them at typical temperatures. Such a strat-
egy will only lead to excessive energy consumption 
and higher energy bills.

Install ceiling fans. Ceiling fans can improve 
cooling effi ciency in a home. According to the DOE, 
ceiling fans allow men and women who use air con-
ditioners to raise the thermostats on their AC units 

about 4 degrees without adversely affecting com-
fort levels. Men and women who live in temperate 
climates may fi nd that ceiling fans are enough to 
keep rooms cool without the need for air condition-
ers.

Homeowners can combat high utility bills and 
excessive energy consumption during the summer 
with various eco- and budget-friendly strategies.  

Ceiling fans can reduce reliance on costly air conditioners 
when cooling homes in summertime.
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Many homeowners aspire to make 
their homes appear as beautiful 
and welcoming as possible. Exte-

rior renovations may be high on hom-
eowners’ to-do lists, and landscaping 
is oftentimes a key component of those 
projects.

When planning gardens, homeown-
ers may benefi t by considering more 
than just fl owers and shrubs while giv-
ing thought to other elements that can 
breathe vitality into their landscape 
designs. Water features can do just 
that, as such features provide more 
than just visual appeal: 

Aesthetic appeal: Water elements 
stand out against the greenery and 
foliage and can be used to create fo-
cal points around the garden or yard. 
A single fountain can draw the eye, 
while a trickling stream or waterfall 
can deliver water to various spots in 

the landscape.
Soothing sound: Rain drops on a 

rooftop or waves lapping on a shore-
line elicit feelings of harmony and re-
laxation. Water features can bring that 
gentle sound close to home, further en-
hancing the ambiance. 

Brings texture: Water has its own 
unique and fl uid texture that can pro-
vide stark contrast to blades of grass 
or the hard lines of architectural ele-
ments, such as pergolas or retaining 
walls. A pond or fountain can soften 
lines.

Enhance the natural ecosystem: 
Water features can attract wildlife to 
a property. Birds may visit to take a 
quick sip, and dragonfl ies are sure to 
dart and hover over the shimmering 
ripples. Inviting natural wildlife to the 
yard can add hours of entertainment 
by enjoying the animals and insects.

Remedy problem areas: Rather 
than fi ghting with the landscape, ho-
meowners can adapt it. An area of 
the yard prone to soggy conditions 
or fl ooding can be transformed into a 
pond or waterfall to work with natu-
ral surroundings. 

Foster a passion: Many people 
turn to water features so they can ex-
plore the hobby of nurturing an out-
door aquarium. Koi ponds are rela-
tively easy to install and maintain, 
and the vibrant fi sh add visual ap-
peal.

Add a personal touch: Water fea-
tures are as unique as the homeowners 
who create them. To set landscaping 
apart from neighbors’ homes, home-
owners can add fountains, ponds, or 
fl owing water elements to their prop-
erties. Decorative water features also 
can be melded with pools and spas to 
help these man-made recreational ar-
eas seem like they were carved right 
out of the natural landscape.

Water features can take landscapes 
to the next level with sounds, texture, 
movement, and beauty.  

Personal touches turn 
a house into a home. 
Hanging pictures, 

whether they’re personal 
photographs or artwork, can 
really change the character 
of a room. 

Unfortunately, some peo-
ple may not know the proper 
ways to display pictures on a 
wall. Design maven Martha 
Stewart advises that the fi rst 
step is to gather all of the pic-
tures that are in consider-
ation for hanging. This will 
enable a person to see what 
is available and edit his se-
lection based on the space 
available, theme, or color 
scheme. Having the artwork 
there enables a person to 
move it around like a puzzle 
until the placement feels just 
right.

Next, plan on hanging 
artwork at 57 inches on cen-
ter, according to the renova-
tion experts at Apartment 
Therapy. “On center” means 
the middle of the photograph 
or painting will always be at 
57 inches, as this measure-
ment represents the aver-
age human eye height. This 
height is regularly used as a 

standard in many galleries 
and museums. 

When the goal is to hang 
multiple pictures, treat the 
entire grouping as a single 

unit. This means creating 
the layout and fi nding the 
center of the middle piece of 
the grouping. To make pic-
ture grouping easier, use pa-

per templates with arrows to 
indicate whether the artwork 
will be hung horizontally or 
vertically. These templates 
can then be easily taped to 
the wall and rearranged un-
til the grouping is ideal.

There are no hard-
and-fast rules concerning 
frames, meaning they do not 
all have to match. But plac-
ing framed artwork side-by-
side can give a person a feel 
for whether the images and 
the frames work together in 
the space. Some people like 
to use frames of similar col-
ors and sizes. Others want 
the eclectic mix-and-match 
appeal. It’s ultimately up to 
the homeowner.

Measuring is key to hang-
ing a picture correctly on 
the wall. Take into consid-
eration the type of attach-
ment, whether it’s D-rings, 
sawtooth hangers, wire, or 
other fasteners on the back. 
Measure from the top of the 
frame to the hanger. Mea-
sure the wall to achieve the 
57-inch on center location, 
and then calculate where 
this falls within the height 
of the artwork and frame 

top. Adjust accordingly and 
mark. Then measure the dis-
tance from the frame top to 
the hanger location on the 
wall. 

Be sure to take the weight 
of the picture into consider-
ation when selecting hang-
ing hardware. Wall anchors 
may be needed if measure-
ments determine a wall stud 
will not help secure the art-
work — to keep the frame 
sturdy in the drywall. Home 
improvement resource To-
day’s Homeowner also sug-
gests using self-adhesive 
rubber bumpers to the bot-
tom corners on the back of 
the frame before hanging so 
that the picture will not dam-
age the wall and will help it 
hang level.

It can take a few attempts 
to hang pictures correctly, 
but with practice it should 
come with greater ease. 
The good news is there are 
new products constantly be-
ing evolved to make picture 
hanging easier, including 
those that enable removal 
and relocation of artwork 
without damaging walls.  

How to hang photos and artwork with ease

THE BENEFITS OF WATER FEATURES IN 

garden 
landscapes

Water features, such as ponds or waterfalls, can add a special touch to the landscape.

Hanging pictures, whether they’re personal photographs or artwork, 
can really change the character of a room.
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 FRIENDS & FAMILY SALE

Welcome to the family.
Pay no interest until 2023*.

This is the deal we give our moms

20% OFF**

THE SALE 
PRICE 

SAVE THE 
TAX† FRI-SUN 

ONLY!  +

†Save the Tax: Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale 
price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and 
local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or 

Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Off er valid 4/13/18 – 4/15/18 at participating locations only. See store for complete details.

Firm 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $699
SALE $55920

+ SAVE 20%
FRIENDS & FAMILY

NOW $44736

MF28_NYC_WRAP_4.13_DAILYNEWS_1
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FRIENDS & FAMILY SALE

WAS $899 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$71920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

WAS $499 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$39920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Cushion Firm Mattress

WAS $799 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$63920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

Pillow Top 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $1099
SALE $87920

+ SAVE 20%
FRIENDS & FAMILY

NOW $70336
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20% OFF** + SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $549 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$43920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Pillow Top Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Firm Mattress

WAS $999 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$79920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

Firm 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $1499
SALE $119920

+ SAVE 20%
FRIENDS & FAMILY

NOW $95936
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Limited Time Only

PLUS SAVE THE TAX!† • FRI-SUN ONLY

Hurry in for savings on the 
widest range of America’s 
best-selling brands like 
Serta, Beautyrest and more.20% OFF

**
This is the deal we give our moms

WAS $499 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$39920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Memory Foam Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Pillow Top Mattress

Instant Manufacturer’s Rebate*†

$500 OFF
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

WAS $899 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$71920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Luxury Firm Mattress

Minimum purchase of $2799 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 equal payments until April 2023 required.
0% APR until 2023*

1-800-MAT-FIRM |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM
0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 and applies 
only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the 
next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should 
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **Friends & Family Discount: Save 20% off  the purchase price of select mattresses, accessories, foundations and adjustable bases. Savings applied to listed sale price. Product selection may vary by store. Not valid on previous 
purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Cannot be combined with any rebate off er. Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at participating locations only. See store for complete details. 
†Save the Tax:  Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state 
and local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Off er valid 4/13/18 – 4/15/18 at participating locations only. See store for complete details. *†Instant Rebate: Instant 
Rebate of $500 on select Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackIce™ models. Rebate good towards mattress purchase. This off er excludes clearance products. Cannot be combined with certain off ers including Friends & Family Discount off er. Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at participating 
locations only. See store for complete details. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/
or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

MF28_NYC_WRAP_4.13_DAILYNEWS_4
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
Serving Nassau

Queens & 
Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy

Rt
e 1

10

*

�������	�
�������	�����

*Discount on new in-stock fencing purchases of $1500 or more with installation, not valid on prior purchases. Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  
Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for 

omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

CALL NOWI M M E D I A T E  I N S T A L L A T I O N 

�������	
�����	�������

Many homeowners are eager to step outdoors 
upon the return of warm weather. Outdoor 
living spaces have grown in popularity as 

more and more homeowners embrace opportuni-
ties to entertain and lounge around in their yards. 

Outdoor entertaining areas can be great, but 
such spaces may go unused when summer sun 
makes it uncomfortable to spend time outdoors. 
But a retractable awning can change all that. Ho-
meowners often fi nd awnings can be worthwhile 
investments that can be benefi cial both inside and 
outside of the home: 

Increase usable yard space
Awnings can create privacy and establish bound-

aries for outdoor living areas. Place an awning over 
a deck, tables and chairs, or an entire patio area. 
Some people like to install awnings over a portion 
of their pools to provide shade for those who want 
to escape the sun’s rays. Motorized awnings can be 
retracted with the push of a button, which can help 
homeowners with physical limitations.

Protect against sun damage
Awnings provide excellent protection against 

sun damage, as they can shield outdoor furniture 
from direct sunlight, helping to reduce the chances 
for discoloration or fading. 

Reduce air conditioning costs
In addition to shading outdoor living areas, 

smaller awnings can be placed over southern- 
and western-facing windows, shielding interiors 

against the sun’s rays. In turn, this may reduce re-
liance on air conditioners.

Expand gardening possibilities
Some plants require very specifi c light condi-

tions to grow. Awnings can protect shade-loving 
plants from harsh sunlight and fi lter the sun for 
plants that require indirect light. They can be 
placed over a patio container garden or permanent 
garden structure.

Add value for buyers
For those who may be selling their homes soon, 

awning may help them receive top dollar. Today’s 
buyers want houses that have attractive and func-
tional exteriors, and an awning can provide that 
competitive advantage over similar homes in the 
neighborhood.

When renovating outdoor areas, homeowners 
should not overlook awnings that can make out-
door living spaces more livable.  

Awnings can make spaces more comfortable

When renovating outdoor areas, homeowners should not overlook awnings that can make outdoor living spaces more 
livable.

I N S I D E  &  O U T
your
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718-831-6950  |  GottaGetHART.com
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Save Now – Contact Us Today!

Purchase a new heating or cooling system before May 31, 2018, and save up to $2,320 - or even more!

0����#���"������$�����"#�����������'�������������1
��$�#����
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Save $500 with our Cool Cash Bonus  
(before May 31, 2018)

Reduce your energy bills by up to 
30 percent (approximately $720)

Earn up to $600 in Upgrade & Save Rebates

Save with a free 2-year service 
plan ($500 value)

Earn NY State tax credits of 20 cents per 
gallon of renewable EcoBlend Bioheat®

Take advantage of our 18-month interest-free financing*

T o former apartment dwellers or those who have 
never enjoyed the benefi t of a dedicated laun-
dry area, even the smallest washer and dryer 

space can seem like a luxury.
The benefi ts of dedicated laundry rooms abound. 

However, disorganized laundry rooms can nullify 
such benefi ts. Depending on the needs and prefer-
ences of each homeowner, laundry room designs 
can be customized for convenience:

Employ vertical space
Floor space may be at a premium in a laun-

dry room, especially for those who want to devote 
as much space as possible to bulk-size washer and 
dryer units. Therefore, utilizing wall space is key. 

Use shelving, wire racks, hooks, and other orga-
nizational tools to store items on the wall. Shelves 
can be tucked into just about any space, and there 
are different options that can fi t into corners or shal-
low areas. These are a great option for keeping de-
tergent or other laundry essentials nearby.

Clean designs reduce clutter
Simple, clean designs can be an asset in a laun-

dry room. If budget and space permits, cabinetry 
built into the design will help keep items out of sight 
in the laundry room. Cabinets hung directly above 
the appliances can store detergent, bleach, and fab-
ric softener. Use cabinets elsewhere in the room 
as catch-alls for cleaning supplies used in various 
other rooms around the house. 

Incorporate a sink in the design
Some older laundry room setups have a slop sink 

to drain discharged water from the washing ma-
chine. However, newer homes may have plumbing 

installed directly through the fl oor or walls. It is 
still a worthwhile idea to have a sink in the laundry 
room for rinsing out stains, handwashing items, and 
having a go-to sink for messier cleanup.

Utilize a tension rod
A rod installed between two cabinets or across 

a narrow width of space in the laundry room is a 
handy spot to hang shirts or pants to prevent wrin-
kling. Repurposing a ladder and suspending it from 
the ceiling also creates a spot to hang clothes.

Consider laundry room fl ooring
It’s important to select fl ooring materials that 

will not be damaged by contact with moisture or 
spills. Vinyl, tile, and some composite products of-
ten make good laundry room fl oor materials. 

Resilient fl ooring that mimics the look of hard-
wood may add a classy touch, and give the appear-
ance of wood without having to worry about damage. 
To alleviate fatigue while spending long moments in 
the laundry room, invest in a memory foam mat that 
can be placed underfoot.

Keep lighting in mind
Lighting can be important in the laundry room. 

Rely on task lighting, under-cabinet strip lighting, 
and overhead lights as needed for effi ciency.

Laundry room design can maximize the space 
available and make it more convenient to launder 
and sort clothes.  

I N S I D E  &  O U T
your

Laundry room renovation ideas

An organized and effi cient laundry room setup can make 
washing and drying clothes easier.
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   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com
45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Soften harsh sunlight and save
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LANDSCAPE
DESIGN  INSTALLATION  MAINTENANCE

JB LANDSCAPING COMPANY
1-347-545-2667

INFO@JBLANDSCAPINGCOMPANY.COM

NEW YORK STATE CERTIFIED
NURSERY & LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONAL

FREE
MONTH OF SERVICE
WITH A NEW 1 YEAR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

USE YOUR LAWN TO IMPROVE 

curb appeal
Returns on home improvement proj-

ects vary. In its annual Cost vs. 
Value Report, Remodeling maga-

zine notes the projects that yield the 
best returns on investment in a given 
year. But a host of factors, including 
the type of market (buyers’ or sellers’) 
and the region where the home is being 
sold, ultimately combine to determine if 
homeowners’ investments in home im-
provement projects will provide the re-
turns they were hoping for.

Though there’s no way of guarantee-
ing a home improvement project will 
yield a great return, real estate profes-
sionals often cite improving curb ap-
peal as an excellent way to attract pro-
spective buyers and potentially get the 
asking price or more when selling the 
home. Improving curb appeal makes 
even more sense in today’s real estate 
market, when many people do their own 
searching via real estate websites such 
as Trulia or Zillow. When using such 
sites, buyers will likely be less inclined 
to click on a listing if exterior photos of 
the property are not eye-catching.

Various projects, including tending 
to lawns and gardens, can improve curb 
appeal. An added benefi t to focusing on 
landscaping to improve curb appeal is 
it promotes spending time outdoors in 
spring and summer. In addition, many 
lawn- and garden-related home im-
provement projects need not require 
professional expertise.

1. Maintain a lush 
green lawn 

Lawns that fall into disrepair may 
not give buyers a correct impression 
about how homeowners maintained 
their homes. Lawns with multiple dead 
spots and grass that appears more 
brown than green may lead many buy-
ers to assume that the home’s interior 
was equally ill-cared for. 

Maintaining lush green lawns is not 
as diffi cult as it may seem. Applying fer-
tilizer and aerating at the appropriate 
times of year (this varies by region) can 

promote strong roots and healthy soil, 
making it easier for grass to survive 
harsh conditions like drought. When 
watering in summer, do so in early 
morning or evening so as little water is 
lost to evaporation as possible.

2. Address brown patch 
Even well-maintained lawns can 

fall victims to brown spots. According 
to the lawn care professionals at Tru-
Green, lawns in regions with hot tem-
peratures and high humidity can be 
infected with brown patch, a common 
lawn disease that is caused by fungus, 
which can produce circular areas of 
brown, dead grass surrounded by nar-
row, dark rings. 

Penn State’s College of Agricultural 
Sciences notes that removing dew that 
collects on grass leaves each morning, 
which can be accomplished by mow-
ing or dragging a water hose across af-
fected areas, can be an effective way to 
reduce brown patch. Homeowners with-
out much lawn care experience can con-
sult professional landscapers to address 
the issue. 

But those looking to sell their proper-
ties should note that buyers often walk 
the grounds of homes they are consider-
ing buying. So addressing any issues on 
the lawn should be a priority for sellers.

3. Confi ne dogs 
to certain areas

Dog owners may want to let their 
pets roam free in their yards. But hom-
eowners about to put their properties up 
for sale may want to confi ne their four-
legged friends to certain areas. That’s 
because dog urine can be high in ni-
trogen. Nitrogen itself is not harmful 
to lawns, but in high concentrations it 
can contribute to yellow or brown spots. 
Also, highly acidic dog urine may even 
adversely affect pH levels in the soil.

Curb appeal can go a long way to-
ward helping homeowners sell their 
homes, and a lush lawn can be used to 
catch the eye of prospective buyers.  

I N S I D E  &  O U T
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Various projects, including tending to lawns and gardens, can improve curb appeal.




