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David Beier, the president 

of the Committee for Taxi 
Safety, is asking the Nation-
al Credit Union Administra-
tion to work with medallion 
owners to make reasonable 
repayment plans.

NCUA assumed control 
of Melrose Credit Union, lo-
cated at 139-30 Queens Blvd. 
in Jamaica, in February 
2017 after the state Depart-
ment of Financial Services 
found “unsafe and unsound 
conditions.”

Borrowers used Melrose 
to finance the purchase of 
New York City taxi medal-
lions.  In 2014 taxi medal-
lions sold for up to $1.3 
million, but that value has 
dropped to $160,000. Mel-
rose’s loan portfolio is more 
than 90 percent comprised 
of medallion-backed loans, 
and medallion owners who 
borrowed from Melrose are 
being met with what they 
are calling unfair repay-
ment demands. As as a re-
sult, NCUA has required 
many medallion loans to be 
rapidly repaid in full, re-
sulting in the bankruptcy of 
35 taxi industry borrowers. 

Last week Beier wrote a 

BY BILL PARRY

Embattled NYCHA Chair 
and CEO Shola Olatoye was 
conspicuously absent when 
Mayor Bill de Blasio came to 
the Queensbridge Houses for a 
rooftop press briefing last week. 
She was on a family vacation, 
the mayor explained, but on 
Tuesday Olatoye announced 
she would depart the post at the 
end of April.

“While the challenges facing 
public housing are significant 
-- I’m incredibly proud of the 
leadership team we’ve assem-
bled and the strides we’ve made 
over the last four years to speed 
up repair times, reduce crime, 
launch a major development 
program to bring NYCHA into 
the 21st century,” she said at the 
Ocean Bay Bayside Apartments 
in Arverne.

The mayor had come to Long 
Island City to announce that all 
26 roofs at the Queensbridge 
Houses in Long Island City have 
been completely replaced for 
the first time in more than 30 
years, 

The nearly $56 million re-
placement project will benefit 
the complex’s 13,000 residents by 
reducing mold, which can cause 
asthma and other respiratory dis-
eases, and end the chronic leak-
ing, which can cause damage to 
the building’s physical structure.

Continued on Page 65Continued on Page 65
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BY BILL PARRY

Street safety advocates 
marked the one-year anniversa-
ry of the tragic death of  Gelasio 
Reyes Sunday with a ride and 
rally at the Sunnyside intersec-
tion where the Corona father of 
three and an active member of 

the Queens cycling community 
was killed by a drunk driver 
while he cycled home from 
work. 

Ten days after Gelasio’s 
death, another cyclist was criti-
cally injured by a turning truck 
in the same intersection at 39th 
Street and 43rd Avenue, leading 

to a public outcry for protected 
bike lanes in the area.

Transportation Alternatives 
Queens Committee and Ciclistas 
Latinoamericanos de New York 
hosted the ride and rally that be-
gan at Oaxaca Taqueria, where 
Reyes used his bike to make de-

Reyes remembered in Sunnyside

Continued on Page 65

Taxi advocate
asks lender

to help drivers

Queensbridge roofs complete
Ravenswood scores victory over decades-long problem with garbage trucks

At the New York Hall of Science in Flushing Meadows Corona Park, kids poured into the museum for 
a two-day binge called Brick Fest Live, a fan-sponsored event in honor of the addictive block game. 
See more photos on Page 24. Photo by Michael Shain

11,000 ATTEND LEGO FEST

Safe streets advocates rededicate a ghost bike in honor of Gelacio Reyes 
on the one-year anniversary of his death. Courtesy of Ben Turner
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Queens Village’s own Cayla 
Kumar will receive a resolu-
tion on the state Senate floor 
April 30 by Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-St. Albans) for winning 
Miss New York’s Outstanding 
Teen contest last week and for 
her countless hours of volun-
teer service. 

“Cayla is a remarkable indi-
vidual who has demonstrated 
a steadfast commitment to her 
family, her community, and 
her passion for making a posi-
tive impact on the lives of those 
suffering from pediatric can-
cer,” said Comrie. “I was proud 
to help bring attention to her 
tremendous accomplishments 
and advocacy by putting forth 
a congratulatory resolution in 
the State Senate.”

Before capturing the title 
Saturday, Cayla volunteered 
4,100 hours in community 
service over 
the course of 
four years and 
raised $25,000 
in cancer re-
search for St. 
Jude Children’s 
Research Hos-
pital as its first youth ambas-
sador (2012). 

“I’m very excited and I’m 
honored,” said Cayla. “It’s a 
bit overwhelming, because so 
many people are supporting 
me now and it’s just an amaz-
ing feeling to have a team be-
hind me and my community 
supporting me,” added the 15-
year-old, who was teased for 
being naturally thin at school. 

As the local winner of Miss 
Bronx’s Outstanding Teen, 
the contest open to everyone 
in downstate New York to rep-
resent the city, she spent her 
spare time cooking meals for 
families with Ronald McDon-
ald House charities, a nonprof-
it that helps sick children, and 
raising funds for children’s 
cancer research with her 

“Gold Ribbon Project: Curing 
Pediatric Cancer” platform. 

She will have a shot at rep-
resenting the Big Apple from 
July 24 to July 26 in the pre-
liminaries for the title of Miss 
America’s Outstanding Teen 
at the national finals in Orlan-
do, Florida. 

The final night of the com-
petition is July 28.

“Now I will be competing 
against the other 49 states [and 
the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico],” said Cayla. “I’m 
even more nervous, because 
I already set my goal in what 
I wanted to achieve with my 
platform, which was to advo-
cate [for childhood cancer] a 
lot more.”

Miss America’s Outstand-
ing Teen is a scholarship-
based sister program to the 
Miss America Organization, 
according to missny.org. It en-
courages scholastic achieve-
ment, creative accomplish-
ment, a healthy lifestyle and 
community involvement.

“I walked into school this 
morning and everyone was 
walking around saying ‘Con-
gratulations, Cayla, Congratu-
lations, Cayla, I’m so proud of 
you!’” said the pageant queen. 
“Now everyone is asking about 
volunteering with me.”

Since her win six class-
mates have approached her to 
learn more about the organiza-
tions that she volunteers with. 

“They want to help give 
back and be apart of [my] jour-
ney,” said Cayla. 

Cayla won Miss New York’s 
Outstanding Teen competition 
after completing a fitness rou-
tine, a Bollywood fusion dance, 
an evening gown segment, an 
interview section and an on-
stage question.

As the winner of Miss New 
York’s Outstanding Teen Cay-
la won a $1,000 cash scholar-
ship and a $2,000 scholarship 
from the Children’s Miracle 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Corona, Jackson Heights 

and Jamaica were identified 
as food swamps in a report 
from Public Health Solutions, 
one of the largest public health 
nonprofits in New York City 
dedicated to helping families 
through research. 

Public Health Solutions was 
established by the city’s De-
partment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene in 1957. 

In the summer and the fall 
of 2014 eight data collectors 
from the nonprofit examined 
3,661 sites across the three 
neighborhoods and discovered 
that fast food joints and corner 
stores outnumbered supermar-
kets that provided fresh food in 
those areas.

For every one supermarket, 
there were six corner stores 
and five fast-food restaurants, 
according to the research. 

Limited access to fresh food 
is not only a detriment to the 
health of an individual, accord-
ing to the organization, but also 
to the survival of a community. 

“When we think about the 
avenues for achieving health 
and wellness, we don’t often 
take into consideration the 
health disparities that are built 
into the geographic areas in 
which we live,” said Lisa Da-
vid, president and CEO of Pub-

lic Health Solutions. “We take 
for granted that healthy food 
options—even those as basic as 
supermarkets—are available 
and accessible, but this isn’t the 
reality for many New Yorkers.”

Corona had the most super-
markets (29) out of the three 
neighborhoods, but also the 
most fast food places (146) and 
corner stores (160). Jamaica 
had the fewest corner stores 
(114) and fast food places (97) as 
well as the least supermarkets 
(11). Jackson Heights fell in the 
middle in terms of supermar-
kets (27), corner stores (143) and 
fast food joints (125).

At the time of the report 
neither Jamaica nor Jackson 
Heights had a farmers market, 
and Corona had one, and all 
three regions had more liquor 
stores than fruit and vegetable 
carts and stores selling pro-
duce.

Another threat to the well-
being of the communities high-
lighted during the 2014 research 
was the number of vacant lots, 
which the nonprofit associated 
with leading to higher inci-
dences of crime that could af-
fect the neighborhoods. 

Jamaica had 40 vacant lots, 
Jackson Heights had seven and 
Corona had eight, according to 
the data. The empty lots out-
numbered the amount of com-
munity gardens in two out of 

the three areas. In the research 
Jackson Heights did not have a 
community garden at all.

While the vacant lots were 
seen as a threat to the prosper-
ity of each neighborhood, the 
nonprofit suggested each dor-
mant space had the potential 
to be a boon in terms of provid-
ing healthy food options if they 
were transformed into commu-
nity gardens. 

“Laying the ground work 
for thriving and healthy com-
munities across New York City 
requires a multi-pronged ap-
proach: first, identifying and 
bringing awareness to local is-
sues, and second, working with 
communities to develop im-
pactful solutions,” said Sabrina 
Baronberg, senior director of 
food and nutrition programs at 
Public Health Solutions.

The only businesses to 
outnumber the fast food res-
taurants, corner stores, liquor 
stores and vacant lots were 
beauty salons. 

Jamaica had 173 beauty sa-
lons, Corona had 179 and Jack-
son Heights had 191.

Public Health Solutions sug-
gested reaching out to the busi-
ness owners of beauty salons to 
foster community health and 
having their employees act as 
wellness advocates by distrib-
uting public health materials 

Fast food restaurants outnumber supermarkets with fresh foods in Jamaica, Corona and Jackson Heights, ac-
cording to a report from Public Health Solutions.  Courtesy of Public Health Solutions

Fresh foods lacking Queens Village teen wins 
beauty pageant crown

CAYLA KUMAR

Continued on Page 65

Unhealthy options plague Corona, Jamaica, Jax Hgts: Report

Continued on Page 65
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Clean N.Y. License 5 Years 
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Company Car — Must Have Smartphone

Nas brings Sweet Chick home to Queens 
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

In the ‘80s and ‘90s, Long 
Island City’s golden age of hip-
hop produced amazing talent 
like legendary rapper Nas. 

With the grand opening in 
LIC of popular chicken and 
waffles hot spot Sweet Chick 
Monday, partners Nas and 
John Seymour have brought 
their restaurant chain home to 
Queens – Nas’ original stomp-
ing grounds. 

Located at 46-42 Vernon 
Blvd., the eatery’s fourth NYC 
location (and its fifth, nation-
ally) offers a tempting variety 
of their classic finger-lickin’ 
Southern comfort foods, 
cooked with a modern twist 
and created by Executive Chef 
Lawrence Duda.

Unique dinner and anytime 
dishes include crab cake or 
fried chicken sliders, crawfish 
hush puppies, crusted catfish, 
and short rib meatloaf.  For 
brunch, you and your family 
can sample their ricotta pan-
cakes, Eggs Benedict, mac and 

cheese, and other tasty fare, 
like shrimp and grits. Prices 
for main dishes range from $9 
to $26.

And who can say no to do-
nut ice cream sandwiches, 
chocolate latte cake, and bour-
bon apple cobbler?

The restaurant chain was 
founded in 2013 by John Sey-
mour, who opened his first 
Sweet Chick in Williamsburg. 
It caught the attention of Nas, 
a successful entrepreneur who 
grew up in Queensbridge. He 
invested in and eventually 
became co-founder of the food 
empire, and is credited with 
spreading Sweet Chick to the 
West Coast.

“The opening of the Queens 
location is a big moment for 
Nas and I. To be able to open up 
a few blocks from where Nas 
grew up and spread the Sweet 
Chick love all the way from 
Brooklyn (our first location), 
touches home for both of us,” 
said Seymour. “We’re excited 
to be in LIC and continue to 
create a sense of community 

for everyone. For us it’s magic 
to see music, food and people 
coming together.”

On any given day, you’ll 
find Seymour behind the bar, 
not only serving his custom-
ers, but also talking and bond-

ing with them. 
And rumor has it, you can 

choose from over 10 guzzle-wor-
thy cocktails with names like 
“Purple Drank,” “Christopher 
Wallace,” and “Cuffin Season” 
– all specially concocted by bev-

erage director Wilmer Reyes.
With a new private back 

room inspired by the jazz clubs 
of Harlem, where chicken 
and waffles had its roots, the 
Queens location is a tribute to 
Nas’ jazz musician father, Olu 
Dara. And that much-request-
ed backroom is a cool space for 
exclusive parties and events.

Already booming in Brook-
lyn, the Lower East Side, and 
Prospect Heights, Sweet Chick 
is also expanding its presence 
in Queens to Citi Field, with a 
new ‘Lil Sweet Chick’ menu, the 
first of this new concept to serve 
Sweet Chick favorites on the go. 

Long Island City can cer-
tainly use more neighborhood 
spots and Sweet Chick is a wel-
come addition – there to pro-
vide not only great food but a 
place where customers can feel 
like family.

Hours are from 11 a.m. to 
midnight, Monday through 
Thursday, and until 2 a.m. on 
Friday. Weekends: 10 a.m. to 
2 a.m Saturday and midnight 
Sunday.

Now opening its fourth location in New York City, the chicken and waffle 
hot spot, Sweet Chick, has come to Queens. Legendary rapper Nas (sec-
ond from r.) and restaurateur John Seymour (r.) opened the restaurant 
April 9 in Long Island City.  Courtesy of Sweet Chick

Rapper with ties to Queensbridge opens new chain location in Long Island City

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 13–19, 20184    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

BY BILL PARRY

Survivors of sex traffick-
ing joined U.S. Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney (D-Astoria) for 
a rally on the steps of City 
Hall Monday celebrating the 
FBI’s seizure and shutdown 
of Backpage.com and other 
websites that allegedly help 
those engaged in human traf-
ficking. 

Maloney was a lead co-
sponsor of the bipartisan 
Fight Online Sex Traffick-
ing Act that passed in the 
House and Senate and while 
it awaits President Trump to 
formally sign it into law, web-
sites known to advertise sex 
with trafficking victims are 
already shutting down. 

“Today, we celebrate an-
other huge step in the fight 
against modern-day slavery,” 
Maloney said. “Congress 
overwhelmingly passed this 

transformational bill to com-
bat online sex trafficking and 
clarify a 1996 law that inad-
vertently protected these on-
line sellers of sex. Survivors 
and their families who tried 
to bring civil actions against 
these sites were getting shut 
out of court, and prosecutors 
who were trying to crack 
down on these websites had 
their hands tied. But no 
more! The way Backpage.
com — and websites like it — 
do business is simply wrong, 
and the law should leave no 
room for confusion about 
that. These websites are not 
merely platforms; they are 
active participants in the sale 
of people for commercial sex. 
Their time is up.”

In response to the popu-
larity of Craigslist, the online 
advertising site, Backpage’s 
predecessor opened a free 

Maloney hails victory
against sex traffi ckers

Crowley holds town hall 
to examine gun issues

BY GINA MARTINEZ

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) held a town 
hall at East Elmhurst Commu-
nity Library Saturday where 
community members raised 
their concerns about gun re-
form in Congress.

Following the Feb. 14 mass 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Park-
land, Fla, the national gun de-
bate has been at the forefront. 
Seventeen people — 14 teenag-
ers and three adults — were 
killed and 17 more were wound-
ed during the shooting by a 
former student. Surviving stu-
dents took to social media and 
challenged lawmakers on gun 
reform, eventually organizing 
the March 24 rally “March for 
our Lives” in support of strict-
er gun control in Washington, 
D.C., as well as sister rallies in 

major cities across the country.
About 50 attendees at the 95-

06 Astoria Blvd. library event 
discussed mental health, an-
nual inspections and access to 
guns, among other topics.

One attendee said she was 
frustrated with the focus on 

mental health, which she called 
a popular way to divert atten-
tion from the real issue of there 
being too many guns available. 

“Mental health is so far 
from being understood,” she 
told Crowley. “If we deflect our 
interest from trying to stop the 
sale of dangerous assault weap-
ons to this psychological issue, 
we’re going to just going to get 
boggled down.”

Crowley agreed, but said 
better understanding of men-
tal health issues is necessary 
in general. He said that in the 
meantime, the only safe way 
to prevent people with mental 
health problems from getting 
their hands on guns is by mak-
ing it harder for everyone to get 
one. 

“When we look at these 
shootings we look at motive, 
what drives someone to do 

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio toured 

the recently renovated Ocean 
Bay Bayside Houses  Tuesday  in 
Far Rockaway, which featured 
new kitchens and bathrooms, 
calling it a model for the rest 
of the NYCHA repairs that will 
happen around the city. 

Following the tour  he also 
announced the new interim 
chair of NYCHA, Stan Br-
ezenoff, who will take over after 
Chairwoman Shola Olatoyez 
steps down from the position 
next month. Olatoyez, who the 
mayor strongly defended, was 
wrapped up in controversy in a 
lead paint scandal. 

The city Department of Inves-
tigation reported that Olatoye 
falsely certified that NYCHA 
was in compliance with lead 
paint inspection requirements. 
DOI said that since 2012 the 
authority neglected doing the 
required annual inspections of 
apartments that may have lead 
contamination.

Olatoye said she is not 
resigning because of the 
controversy but because she 
felt she did all she could do 

during her tenure. 
The Ocean Bay upgrades 

came from the Rental Assis-
tance Demonstration program. 
That initiative preserves public 
housing while allowing for pri-

vate investment in renovations 
and infrastructure. De Blasio 
praised Olatoyez’s hard work 
with the RAD program, which 
has already reached 14,000 fam-
ilies, and called it a model that 

works. He plans to apply it more 
broadly to the other 400,000 resi-
dents of NYCHA over the next 10 
years. 

All 1,400 apartments in the 
Ocean Bay complex are being 

renovated with brand new kitch-
ens and bathrooms. De Blasio 
said the roofs, heating systems, 
elevators and windows at each 
of the 24 buildings are being 
fully replaced, and new rooftop 
solar arrays and a flood wall are 
under construction. 

De Blasio said for decades, 
public housing did not get the 
investment it deserved from the 
federal and state governments. 
He said when he first took office, 
he and Olatoyez began investing 
in NYCHA.

“There was no law that re-
quired it,” he said.” There was 
no mandate. It was just the right 
thing to do.”

De Blasio added that the ad-
ministration ended the practice 
of NYCHA having to pay the 
NYPD for police services and 
put that money into speeding 
up the repairs that residents 
needed. De Blasio said his ad-
ministration added  $2.1 billion 
to NYCHA for major capital ini-
tiatives and $1.6 billion for oper-
ating funds. 

“We know that those invest-
ments made a difference,” he 
said. “That’s a massive invest-

Mayor Bill de Blasio hosts a press conference at the Ocean Bay Bayside Apartments.  Photo by Gina Martinez

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley ad-
dresses a constituent at 
Saturday’s town hall.  

Photo by Gina Martinez

Mayor announces new NYCHA head
De Blasio introduces Stan Brezenoff after tour through renovated Rockaway facilities

Continued on Page 62

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 62



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 13–19, 2018 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL
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Peralta back with Dems
BY BILL PARRY

 
Two days after Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo announced the renegade 
Independent Democratic Confer-
ence had dissolved and reunited 
with the mainline Democrats in 
Albany, state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) declared it 
an historic moment that has put 
the Democratic Party in a posi-
tion to take over the majority in 
the Senate for just the second 
time in more than 50 years.

“We are living in a great mo-
ment and all Democrats should 
be rejoicing,” Peralta said in an 
interview at the TimesLedger 
offices. “For years now Demo-
crats have been saying there 
should be unity, that both sides 
should come together, and here 
we are. I joined the IDC because 
there was no clear path to vic-
tory to get to the majority, but 
all that has changed now.”

Peralta said reunification 
became possible with a new 
cooperation among congres-
sional leadership to take back 

the House of Representatives 
in Washington tied to coordina-
tion to recapture the state Sen-
ate with the governor and the 
county leaders in all five bor-
oughs.

“For once all the pieces are 
coming together and we’re one 
step closer to history and come 
November we’ll be celebrating 
a very good majority and than 
we can pass progressive issues,” 
Peralta said. “In the interest of 
the greater good we decided as 
a group and now we’re going to 
drive the train in the right di-
rection.”

Peralta’s primary challeng-
er, Jackson Heights resident Jes-
sica Ramos, is refusing to step 
aside along with seven other 
candidates who are seeking to 
unseat former members of the 
IDC, blaming their power-shar-
ing arrangements with Repub-
licans for seven years of GOP 
budgets that the candidates say 
have hurt the working class.  

“Part of the reason I’m run-
ning is I’m emblematic of the 

voter who was hurt by this 
budget and the one before it,” 
Ramos said. “There’s no talk of 
real rent reform, there are no 
tenant protections in the last 
two budgets and the only fix 
that made it into the budget for 
the MTA was the surcharge on 
for hire vehicles, which is a drop 
in the bucket compared to the 
investment we have to make in 
our infrastructure.”

Peralta was not surprised 
Ramos stayed in the race.

“Look, it’s a Democracy 
and in a Democracy people can 
run,” he said.

Last month, City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) became the first 
elected official to endorse an 
anti-IDC candidate when he an-
nounced his support for Ramos. 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) followed 
one week later and he has given 
no thought to walking it back in 
the interest of party unity.

“No, nothing has changed 
State Sen. Jose Peralta is reuniting with mainline Democrats after 
the IDC was dissolved, but challenger Jessica Ramos will continue her 
campaign to unseat him. Photos by Mark Hallum and Michael Shain

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A follow-up report on Rik-
ers Island said the prison 
complex can be closed before 
the 10-year timeline Mayor 
Bill de Blasio announced 
last year with a few addition-
al amendments to the plan. 

Last year the Indepen-
dent Commission on New 
York City Criminal Justice 
and Incarceration Reform 
released the report, “A More 
Just New York City,” which 
outlines a plan to close down 

the infamous prison within 
10 years that was adopted 
by the mayor. In an updated 
report, “One Year Forward,” 
the commission said thanks 
to changes in policy since its 
last report, the jail popula-
tion has dropped by nearly 
10 percent, showing that the 
goal can be accomplished 
even sooner than originally 
thought. The commission 
said with state approval of 
designs, Rikers can close as 
soon as 2024.

Early Rikers close?

Cuomo, IDC reach deal 
to reunite Dems in state

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) was smil-
ing as he spoke about the re-
unification of Democrats in 
the Legislature and the dis-
solution of the Independent 
Democratic Conference in a 
TimesLedger interview on 
April 6.

Cuomo and leading mem-
bers of the IDC announced 
the plans to bring the main-
line party back together in 
an effort to confront attacks 
from the Trump administra-
tion on progressive values 
in New York as the mutual 
desire to win back the ma-
jority in the Senate once and 
for all.

Cuomo led a Manhattan 
press conference with state 
Sens. Jeff Klein (D-Bronx) 
and Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D-Yonkers) April 4 in which 
he referred to the federal tax 
plan as an “economic mis-
sile” launched at the state 

and the anti-immigrant 
stance of the Trump admin-
istration as “repugnant” to 
the progressive values of 
New Yorkers.

“New York is under at-
tack by an ultraconservative 
government in Washington 
that is threatening the pro-
gressive soul and economic 

base of our state,” Cuomo 
explained at the Manhattan 
news conference. “Every-
thing we stand for, they are 
against. Today, we are unit-
ing the Democratic Party 
to fight a common enemy 
for the greater good. I want 
to thank all the individual 
members for putting aside 
their personal interests to 
unify as Democrats and con-
tinue to make New York the 
strong progressive leader 
that it is. But our work is not 
done. By joining together as 
Democrats, we will continue 
to fight to achieve the en-
tirety of our bold agenda to 
make New York a fairer, saf-
er, more equal state for all.”  

The IDC, which included 
state Sens. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), was formed 
in 2011 in the hope of pass-
ing progressive legislation 
in the face of the conserva-
tive Republican majority in 

(From l. - r.) State Sen. Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, Gov. Cuomo and 
state Sen. Jeff Klein announced the 
IDC would dissolve and its members 
would return to the mainline party. 
Courtesy of Governor’s office/Don Pollard

A new report on Rikers Island entitled “One Year Forward” was re-
leased by the Independent Commission on New York City Criminal 
Justice and Incarceration Reform. Photo by Michael Shain

Ramos presses primary challenge as he “shows no remorse”

ELECTION ELECTION 20182018

Continued on Page 62

Continued on Page 62Continued on Page 44
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Stepfather gets 150 years in sisters’ rape
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 

Lorenzo Arline was sen-
tenced to 150 years in prison 
Tuesday for the decade-long 
sexual assault of his two step-
daughters that resulted in the 
births of eight children.

A month earlier, Arline was 
found guilty of seven counts of 
first- and second-degree rape 
in a 30-minute deliberation 
by a jury in Queens Supreme 
Court. 

“Today’s sentencing con-
cludes an unbelievable case 
of sexual abuse at the hands 
of someone who should have 
been caring for and protect-
ing these young girls,” said 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. 

Trial testimony said Arline 
started to abuse his stepdaugh-
ters in 2005 by first forcing the 
young girls, who were 11 and 
14 at the time, to sleep naked 
in bed with him. 

In a deposition, Police Offi-
cer Rocco Biondo of the Special 
Victims Squad said the elder of 
the two girls confessed to him 
that the abuse escalated after 
she had a verbal confrontation 

with her stepfather, who was 
31 at the time. 

The officer said Arline 
struck his older stepdaughter 
daughter in the face several 
times, threatened her with a 
violent physical act and then 

sexually assaulted her.
On another occasion the 

elder sister left her home in 
Arverne, Far Rockaway, to 
socialize with friends with-
out permission and was or-
dered to meet him on his way 

home, at which point he bru-
tally dragged her by her feet, 
scraped her face against ce-
ment pavement and violently 
raped her once he brought her 
back home, according to trial 
testimony. 

Over the course of 10 years 
the victim bore five of his chil-
dren, Brown said. 

Trial testimony showed 
that Arline threatened the 
younger sister with physical 
harm when she was 12 and 
after years of being raped by 
her stepfather she bore three 
children.

“This defendant used 
threats and actual assault 
to continually rape and con-
trol his stepdaughters,” said 
Brown.  “As a result of this 
defendant’s vile actions, he 
rightfully will spend the rest 
of his life behind bars.”

Police were notified of the 
years of physical and sexual 
abuse when the elder sister 
was 24 years old and reported 
it to an official at one of her 
children’s school after Arline 
struck her in the face again 
and broke a tooth. 

In October 2015 the NYPD 
arrested Arline and charged 
him with two counts of rape. 

“Hopefully, the victims in 
this case can find some sol-
ace in knowing their abuser 
will never hurt another child 
again,” said Brown. 

A Brooklyn man was sentenced to 150 years in prison for raping his stepdaughters. 
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* For eligible full-time students. See full details at vaughn.edu.

RAISING A PRESCHOOLER 
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER?

For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops  

Contact: Aaren Kokubun at 
646.588.2301

or akokubun@ramapoforchildren.org.  

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
geared towards parents and caregivers of children 
under the age of fi ve who have recently received 
a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), 

or are in the process of having their child evaluated. 

You will leave this 4-part workshop series 
with “Toolbox” of strategies to:

Dates:  April 18th, May 2nd, May 16th, and June 6th 
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm

Where:  Kennedy, 2212 Third Avenue,  New York, NY
Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 

The workshop series is completely free to attend; 
though advanced registration is requested.
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Far Rock health center
expansion commences

BY BILL PARRY

Elected officials and 
community leaders joined 
Denham Wolff Real Estate 
Services Tuesday to break-
ground for the Joseph P. 
Addabbo Family Health 
Center expansion project in 
Averne.

With a new 22,000-
square-foot addition to its 
facilities, the center will 
double in size to further its 
mission of providing essen-
tial health services to medi-
cally underserved residents 
of the Rockaway peninsula 
through increased patient 
capacity, enhanced storm 
resiliency measures, and 
new community empower-
ment and development ser-
vices.

“Like my father, the Add-
abbo Family Health Cen-
ter has dedicated itself to 
helping others,” state Sen. 
Joseph Addbbo (D-Howard 
Beach) said. “Providing 
quality affordable and ac-
cessible health care to the 
residents of the Rockaway 
peninsula is critical. The 
Addabbo family is truly 
appreciative and proud of 
the work done by everyone 
at the health center and its 
partners. This new expan-
sion will have a direct ben-
efit in improving health 
care for the residents of 
Rockaway.”

The health center, locat-
ed at 6200 Beach Channel 
Drive, lies within a feder-
ally designated Medically 
Underserved Area. Since 
its establishment in 1968, 
the Addabbo Family Health 
Center has been the largest 
federally qualified health 
center in Queens, provid-
ing holistic services to the 
surrounding low-income 
community that is dispro-
portionately affected by 
poor heath outcomes. The 
facility offers a compre-
hensive range of results-
driven services, including 
primary care for children 
and adults, nutrition educa-
tion, domestic violence sup-
port, and HIV intervention, 
prevention, and treatment 
among many others.

“The holistic, commu-
nity-based health care pro-
vided by the Addabbo Fam-
ily Health Center is needed 
more now than ever in Far 
Rockaway,” Denham Wolf 

Real Estate Services Co-
President Jonathan Den-
ham said. “Increasing the 
physical capacity of this 
facility is crucial to ex-
panding the care, services, 
and economic opportunity 
available to a community 
that has been historically 
underserved.”

State Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-
Rockaway Beach) called 
on the city Economic De-
velopment Corporation to 
permanently reinstate the 
Downtown Far Rockaway 
Shuttle Bus to the Rock-
away Ferry. 

The shuttle provided 
transportation from the 
ferry terminal on Beach 
108th Street to Mott Ave-
nue, Wavecrest Gardens on 
Beach 20th and back to the 
terminal. Until Jan. 18, the 
EDC operated the shuttle 
as a pilot program that was 
utilized by residents living 
in Far Rockaway who com-
mute to Manhattan.

“Since its inception the 
ferry has become an inte-
gral part of our commu-
nity — not continuing the 
shuttle in the Far Rock-
away community is ignor-
ing the fact that the whole 
peninsula should have ac-
cess to this service,” Phef-
fer Amato said. “The op-
portunity for transit must 
remain. The city needs to 
be looking for options to 
improve transportation for 
residents, not just tourists 
in the summer — it’s unfair 
and makes no sense.”

The EDC found that dur-
ing the pilot only 3 percent 
of Rockaway Ferry riders 
used the DTFR shuttle ser-
vice and an MTA bus pro-
vides the same connection 
and leaves much more fre-
quently, every 10 minutes 
compared to a shuttle run 
every hour. Only 15 riders 
surveyed said they would 
not take the ferry once the 
shuttle trial ends. Given 
those findings, the EDC 
does not have plans to ex-
tend the pilot.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY
 
City Councilman Daniel 

Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
rallied with parents, stu-
dents, teachers and education 
advocates Monday in Jackson 
Heights to demand that the 
city Department of Education 
inform parents of their right 
to opt their children out of 
state exams. 

With the New York State 
English Language and Arts 
exams scheduled for this 
week and math exams next 
month, Dromm, a public 
school teacher for 25 years 
before his election to the City 
Council in 2009, is adamant 
that parents be informed of 
this right.

“Our children are more 
than just test scores. They are 
more than just a number on a 
sheet of paper,” Dromm said. 
“Test scores alone tell you 
little about a student and the 
school they attend. These ex-
ams were originally intended 
to assess academic develop-
ment. They were never in-
tended to be used to rank and 
evaluate schools and grade 
students. While minor chang-
es have been made to the tests 
in response to parent outcry, 
unfortunately, these exams 
are still being used inappro-
priately. The DOE has still 
not done an adequate job of in-
forming parents of their right 
to opt out despite demands 
from parents, educators and 
activists.”

 He pointed out that in 2015, 
the City Council passed a res-
olution asking school officials 
to inform parents about the 
opt-out provision. “Why has 
the department made so little 
progress over the past three 
years?” Dromm asked.

Last year nearly 225,000 
New York state public school 
students chose to opt out. Par-
ents decided not to put their 
children through the pres-
sure of testing because they 
disagree with policies that 
reduce education to a few test 
scores. In New York City the 
percentage of students opting 
out of state exams has always 
been lower with just 3 percent 
sitting out the math exam last 
year, according to the New 
York Times.  

“Because 20 percent of 
the parents across the state 
refuse the tests for their 
children, we have seen some 

improvements,” Jackson 
Heights People for Public 
Schools organizer Amanda 
Vender said. “But in NYC, 
there is a lot of fear among 
parents. We know of many 
cases of immigrant parents 
being misinformed and even 
threatened by administrators 
if they want to opt out. We 
need to do our part and take a 
stand for the rich curriculum 
we know all children deserve, 
not test-prep.”

Other activists com-
plained that school curricula 
has been narrowed to tested 
subjects at the expense of 
meaningful learning.

“Public education, which is 
a democratic institution and 
part of the common good, is 
sliding into the hands of priva-
tizers and the corporations 
that make the tests,” NYC Opt 
Out Organizer Janine Sopp 
said. “Our tax dollars pay for 
our schools and they belong 
to us. Exercise your right to 
refuse the tests and do your 
part to boycott the corporate 
agenda. Do what you know is 

right for your child and for 
public education.”

The organizations NY 
State Allies for Public Educa-
tion and NYC Opt Out have 
resources on their websites, 
www.nysape.org and www.
optoutnyc.com, on how to opt 
out of high stakes standard-
ized tests.

“Students are more than 
a single test score, and state 
tests are one valuable tool 
for schools and educators to 
know how they’re doing and 
how they can improve in-
struction,” DOE Press Secre-
tary Toya Holness said. “The 
state has made real changes 
to its exams over the past 
three years in response to 
legitimate concerns from the 
community. The DOE also 
continues to share detailed 
information on the state ex-
ams through its Parent and 
Schools Guides.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm calls on the city Department of 
Education to inform parents of their right to opt out of state exams. 

Courtesy of Dromm’s office

Exam opt-outs OK
Dromm calls on DOE to inform parents of right to skip state tests
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Grand
Opening

POLICE 

Blotter

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Police were searching for a suspect 
wanted for questioning in connection 
with a string of robberies that oc-
curred over the course of a month in 
southeast Queens. 

Authorities are interested in talk-
ing to the suspect about six robberies 
that have yielded $32,470 in stolen mer-
chandise and money from cell phone 
stores, auto repair stores and elec-
tronic stores The robberies took place 
in Rosedale and Queens Village and 
some were within hours of each other, 
according to the NYPD. 

The male suspect was last seen 
wearing a ski mask and dark clothing, 
police said. 

The most recent robbery took place 
at a Queens Village auto repair store 
located at 216-02 Hempstead Ave. The 
shop was robbed of $1,000 worth of elec-
tronics April 3, according to authori-
ties. Police said a window was pried 
open to commit the robbery.

The first incident was reported to 
police March 3 at 1 p.m. in Rosedale 
after a cell phone store employee ar-
rived to work at 219-19 Merrick Blvd. 
and discovered $22,000 worth of elec-
tronics missing, according to police. 
An investigation determined that the 
unidentified individual gained entry 
to the establishment by forcing open 
a rear door at the location, the NYPD 
said.

Five hours later, a second incident 
in Rosedale was reported to police by 
an auto repair employee of S&S Auto 
Repair at 6 p.m. An investigation deter-

mined that a side door to the commer-
cial store — located at 242-02 Merrick 
Blvd. — was opened and $5,000 worth 
of electronics was stolen.

Nine days later, another auto repair 
store in Rosedale reported it was bro-
ken into March 12 at 8:30 p.m., claim-
ing that $630 worth or electronics were 
removed, according to an employee 
of Sunrise Auto Sales, located 246-19 
North Conduit Ave. In this case, the 
front door was forced open, according 
to the NYPD. 

Approximately an hour later po-
lice received a report of a MetroPCS 
located at 139-37 245th St. in Rosedale 
that was robbed of an estimated $2,500 
in cash from a safe box. Similar to the 
second incident, a side door was forced 
opened. 

On March 27, the Square Biz elec-
tronics store in Queens Village, locat-
ed at 214-35 Jamaica Ave., had $1,340 
worth of electronics stolen, accord-
ing to police. A rear door was forcibly 
opened to gain entry to the store, police 
said.

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 
1-888-57-PISTA (74782). The public can 
also submit their tips by logging onto 
the Crime stoppers website at WWW.
NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.COM or by 
texting their tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then enter TIP577.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Police were searching for a suspect wanted in connection with a series of robberies in 
southeast Queens. NYPD

NYPD hunts for suspect in six SE Qns robberies
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1-917-246-2888.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

A much-needed dose of doo-wop
While strolling through Central 

Park near Bethesda Fountain last 
Sunday, I was drawn to the strains 
of songs of the 1950s being per-
formed by a group of gentlemen who 
call themselves Cover Story. Their 
music, affectionately referred to as 
doo wop, revived many fond memo-
ries, uplifted my spirits and made 
me smile. It even stirred my patriot-
ic pride because those sounds could 
not have been created anywhere 
else on the planet. Sadly there are 
some who are of the opinion that 
the “classic songs of the ‘50s” rep-
resented an era of repression and 
segregation.

I was a student at the High 
School of Music and Art in the late 
‘50s. Each morning as I entered the 
auditorium to wait for classes to be-
gin, I could here the strains of doo 

wop in every corner. It was here 
that the new sounds were created 
and experimented with by students 
both black and white. One of my 
classmates wrote several hits for 
Frankie Lymon and the Teenagers 
and had a successful career of his 
own. It was during that era that the 
musical creativity of many blacks 
was recognized, rewarded and pro-
vided myriad opportunities for both 
blacks and whites.

 The doo wop sounds couldn’t 
be categorized or easily identified 
as black or white.  It was poetry cel-
ebrating the joys of love and life, ac-
companied by lyrical melodies and 
sung by harmonious voices full of 
hope and aspirations. By contrast, 
the pop culture of today features rap 
music, an oxymoron by any stan-
dards, which almost exclusively cel-

ebrates the black experience and is 
often full of expressions of hate and 
depictions of violence,  not to men-
tion dirty words.

If anything can be said about 
the music of the ‘50s, it is that it did 
not oppress but offered freedom of 
expression, created opportunities, 
and most importantly, uplifted and 
celebrated the simple joys of life that 
bind us together as human beings.

If Restoration poet William Con-
greve’s proclamation that “music 
has charms to sooth a savage breast, 
to soften rocks, or bend a knotted 
oak” is correct, then it would be-
hoove us all to attend more doo-wop 
concerts. I will be strolling near 
Bethesda Fountain more often.

Ed Konecnik 
Flushing
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 We’ve had some time to digest the recently agreed 
upon state budget for 2019 and there are both pros and 
cons in it for Queens. The $168.3 billion budget places 
a heavy emphasis on improvements in New York City 
— and Queens — including increased funding for NY-
CHA, plans for the eventual closure of Rikers Island 
and a middle-class tax cut designed to shield New 
Yorkers from the effects of the federal tax plan. 

While these actions are expected to have a posi-
tive impact on the city, one particular effort affecting 
Queens — and commuters throughout the city — did 
not make the cut: congestion pricing. Cuomo con-
firmed last year that he was developing a congestion 
pricing plan but did not reveal the details until Janu-
ary 2018, when the FixNYC group released a sensible 
blueprint.

Yet there was little about congestion pricing in-
cluded in the 2019 state budget. There will be a new 
surcharge that will be added to every ride in for-hire 
vehicles in Manhattan south of 96th Street — a frac-
tion of the price in the FixNYC proposal — but that’s 
it. Not mentioned in the budget was a means to launch 
the FixNYC’s congestion pricing proposal, an $11 fee 
on cars entering Manhattan below 60th Street, to cre-
ate a reliable, long-term funding stream for the MTA.

While few lawmakers spoke out against the plan in 
public, it’s clear that the proposal did not have enough 
support to pass in Albany.  The failure to include con-
gestion pricing in the budget was met with criticism 
from transit advocacy groups, who claimed that com-
muters will still have to deal with widespread delays 
and meltdowns without a dedicated revenue stream 
for the MTA to set its subways back on track. 

As part of the budget, the city will be required to 
pay for half of MTA Chairman Joe Lhota’s Subway 
Action Plan, a $836 million short-term initiative to 
stabilize the city transit infrastructure while a more 
long-term solution can be settled upon. But it’s clear 
that more has to be done.

On a positive note, Queens representatives are op-
timistic following new provisions in the budget that 
will update an outdated metric used to measure air-
craft noise. The FAA currently uses the Day-Night Av-
erage Sound Level 65 metric, the national standard at 
which the agency determines acceptable levels of air-
craft noise. The provision will allow the administra-
tion to evaluate other methods to address community 
airplane noise concerns and will encourage the FAA 
to make these recommendations based on actual noise 
levels. 

With two airports in Queens, any effort to re-
duce excessive airplane noise in is a step in the 
right direction. 
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Ashley Nelson
April 2018

Hillcrest High School
Jamaica, New York

Our April honoree Ashley Nelson is class Vale-
dictorian at Hillcrest’s Academy of Public Service 
and Law, which was established to foster interest 
in law studies among high school students. Ashley 
perfectly exemplifies the high level of scholar-
ship achieved within a small learning community. 
While in attendance she has consistently been 
placed on the Academic Honor Roll and has been 
inducted into the National Honor Society, reflect-
ing her stellar 4.0 GPA. She displays a combina-
tion of qualities, including curiosity, passion and 
a remarkable work ethic that are well-suited for a 
career in her chosen field.

Earning a perfect grade point average was 
achieved through successfully completing a rigor-
ous course load, including both Honors and AP 
classes. Among the college advancement place-
ment classes completed are AP World History, AP 
US History and AP Environmental Science. Honors 
Physics and Honors English are among the honor 
courses completed. 

The AP World History course concluded with 
students taking both the AP exam and the New 
York State Global History and Geography Regent, 
on which she scored 98. Her mentor Mark Cichon 
credits her capability for achievement, stating, 
“She possesses an incredibly high level of critical 
thinking skills that guide her to seek a greater 
comprehension of difficult concepts. She is always 
thoughtful in her questions and clear in her an-
swers. This is echoed in the enormous amount of 
pride in the assignments she hands in.”

It has been remarked that when Ashley 
elucidates on ideas during class discussions, she 
captivates the attention of her classmates and 
teachers both through her cognizance and ability 

to explain ideas clearly. Her public speaking 
skills were honed even more sharply for the 
Theodore Roosevelt Public Speaking Competition. 
The competition required extensive research and 
memorization in order to deliver the five-minute 
public speech.

Ability to synthesize ideas then verbalize 
them is a valuable skill for those interested in the 
legal profession. While participating in Columbia 
University’s High School Law Institute held on Sat-
urdays, she studied Criminal Law, Constitutional 
Law and Mock Trial. Through the program she 
acted as a prosecuting attorney in the Mock Trial 
and Moot Court competition against NYU. 

Previously, Ashley presented oral arguments 
as part of her participation in the 30th, 31st and 
32nd Metropolitan Mentor Moot Court Competi-
tions at Fordham University School of Law. She 
has also served as defense attorney for Hillcrest’s 
Mock Trial team during tournaments. To help pre-
pare prior to Mock Trial tournaments, she worked 
with volunteering attorneys from K&L Gates LLP.

Arguably her greatest Moot Court accomplish-
ment was participating in the International Moot 
Court. She and a peer tried out for and were 
accepted as members of  the United States Moot 
Court High School team. For the trial, she liaised 
with members of the law firm Clifford Chance LLD. 
The team competed January 2018 in the Peace 

Palace at The Hague, Netherlands. Ashley acted 
as a prosecuting attorney and her team won 
second place.  

Mentors have played a significant role in 
Ashley’s studies. In addition to the aforementioned 
law firms and Mr. Cichon, she benefitted as a 
member of NYU’s Women’s Mentoring Program. 
While there she acted as President of their Plan-
ning Committee. 

Hard work and dedication has not only been 
expressed in the classroom. Volunteer work in-
cludes tutoring students, and assisting the Hillcrest 
High School librarian with administrative and or-
ganizational tasks. Last summer she volunteered at 
the 9/11 Memorial & Museum’s retail information 
cart and museum store. Additionally, she helps re-
cruit donors for local Red Cross bloods drives and 
has collected school supplies for impoverished 
students. During summer 2016 she worked in 
the Park Health Medical Center located in South 
Ozone Park. At the center she assisted patients 
with the sign-in procedure and executed various 
organizational and administrative tasks. 

English Teacher Daniel Cohen is among many 
teachers impressed by our student of distinc-
tion and her largesse within the community. He 
explains, “She possesses a sense of altruism that 
unifies her peers and classmates as well as an 
initiative to engage in any and all lines of inquiry 
brought under study. Her very presence yields a 
sensational light and magnetism to all in her path.“

Cohen further enthuses that Ashley has rightly 
earned her place among the school’s elite. “The 
matter-of-fact path of ascension that she is on 
suggests limitless possibilities as she moves into 
the next stage of her academic career,” he states.

Ashley’s goal is to study international law with 
the intention of working in global affairs and 
relations. We are confident that the well-sown 
groundwork will reap a well-deserved future 
harvest. 

By Steven Goodstein/Bob Harris
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LANDSCAPE
DESIGN • INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE

The spring season is here!

Contact us now for all of your landscaping needs
including spring clean-up, lawn care programs,

seasonal color, mulch, and more.

FREE
SPRING CLEAN-UP

with a new 1 year maintenance agreement 
valid until May 1st, 2018

JB Landscaping
New York State Certified Landscape Professional

Contact Us Today!
1.347.545.2667

Jlandscaping2000@aol.com

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history.

This is the way it was in 
April 1963 in Queens.

On April 16, Borough 
President Mario Cariello 
reiterated his opposition to 
Con Edison’s proposed nu-
clear reactor in Ravenswood, 
charging that nowhere in 
the project had the possibili-
ty been ruled out of sabotage 
from within. The borough 
president insisted that “the 
accidental emission of nucle-
ar waste might contaminate 
the thousands of nearby food 

manufacturing and process-
ing plants and seriously in-
jure people.” 

Cariello asserted: “The 
East River might be further 
polluted by the millions of 
gallons of water required to 
be used and reused daily in 
this proposed plant.” More-
over, he continued, the psy-
chological effect of the plant 
would sharply curb the 
growth of the borough. 

“The mental fear will dis-
courage people from becom-
ing Queens residents and 
will retard the borough’s 
development,” he said. Al-
though his remarks ex-
pressed concern about near-
by industry and residential 

development, no mention 
was made about the safety 
of residents already living 
around the plant.

Elsewhere in that long 
ago April, an East Elmhurst 
group has charged in a let-
ter to the mayor that three 
white youths in Astoria 
painted a black youth’s face 
white. Police arrested the 
three youths, two 13 years 
old, and one 15 years old, 
and they were held for ac-
tion in Family Court. The 
12-year-old assaulted youth 
was a student at JH 141 in 
Astoria, one of 130 students 
transferred form JHS 127 
in East Elmhurst where he 
lived. 

Mayor Robert Wagner 
and Dr. Calvin Gross, super-
intendent of schools, were 
notified of the bias incident 
by a committee headed by a 
teacher, Helen Marshall of 
East Elmhurst, who would 
eventually become borough 
president of Queens after 

serving in the City Council 
and the state Legislature. 
The committee also charged 
that the black students 
were being “chased out of 
the school area by gangs of 
white boys” and that in the 
previous week, a garbage 
can cover was thrown at one 
youth. 

 Evangelist Billy Graham 
met Master Builder Rob-
ert Moses on April 17 at the 
World’s Fair groundbreak-
ing for the Billy Graham Pa-
vilion. Amid a chilly morn-
ing, temperature in the low 
50s and wind-whipped dust, 
Graham met with Moses,  
president of the World’s 
Fair. “Did you ever think 
you’d get to meet Moses?” a 
reporter quipped to the min-
ister. Graham broke into 
laughter. He compared Bob 
Moses with the first Moses 
and said: “He’s much like the 
biblical Moses. He has the 
same dynamic drive, moral 
convictions, and the ability 

to get things done.” 
The site of the old 

Elmhurst Courthouse prob-
ably will become a sitting 
park after demolition of 
the building at Broadway 
and Justice. The onetime 
Elmhurst Town Hall, which 
last housed the Second Dis-
trict Municipal Court, was 
considered a fire hazard. 
Borough President Cariello, 
who had sat as a judge in 
that court for many years, 
sealed its doom when he said 
“to fireproof the building 
would be prohibitive.” 

The future of Flushing 
Town Hall might be differ-
ent, however. The building 
on Northern Boulevard and 
Linden Street was also a re-
tired courthouse, but it had 
caught the eye of the Land-
marks Commission, which 
plans to block any plans 
to tear it down. Officials 
mulled its future as a con-
verted a teen center or a se-
nior center.

Cariello rejects Con Ed’s nuclear reactor in April 1963
COLUMNS



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 13–19, 2018 15  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

T H E  D O U G L A S T O N  M A N O R
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD., DOUGLASTON, NY 11362 

 718.224.8787  WWW.THEDOUGLASTONMANOR.COM

DOUGLASTON 
M A N O R

D O U G L A S T O N  M A N O R  H A S  A  S U N D A Y  I N  J U L Y  AVA I L A B L E  A T  A 

D R A S T I C  P R I C E  R E D U C T I O N .  C A L L  U S  A T  Y O U R  C O N V E N I E N C E . 

TH I S  D A T E  M A Y  B E  T H E  D A T E  O F  Y O U R  D R E A M S .

A M A Z I N G  J U LY  O P P O R T U N I T Y
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LIRR begins testing life-saving technology
BY MARK HALLUM

The MTA anticipates 
meeting a federal deadline 
of Dec. 31 for the launch of 
Positive Train Control, a po-
tentially life-saving technol-
ogy which controls the speed 
of locomotives, and will be 
testing technology along the 
LIRR’s Port Washington line 
between Woodside and Bay-
side throughout April.

The move toward imple-
menting PTC comes follow-
ing a string of deadly Amtrak 
derailments attributed to 
excessive speed, as well as 
a push from the U.S. Senate 
for agencies to take action to 
prevent further deaths from 
occurring in the future.

MTA’s chief safety officer, 
David Mayer, testified March 
1 in front of members of the 
U.S. Senate on the agency’s 
progress on building PTC on 
the LIRR, in which 80 percent 
of the hardware on the rails 
is in place and 60 percent of 
the components on trains 
themselves is installed.

New York’s U.S. senators, 
Charles Schumer and Kirsten 

Gillibrand, called on the fed-
eral Department of Trans-
portation to crack down on 
railroads that fail to imple-
ment adequate safety mea-
sures to prevent accidents, 
such as the deadly Amtrak 
derailment in Washington 
state on Dec. 18.

“Since NTSB first rec-
ommended PTC, more than 
300 people have died, thou-
sands have been injured, 
and millions of dollars in 
property damages have been 
incurred,” the senators said 
in a joint statement in Janu-
ary. “The PTC deadline is 
now almost one year away 
– Dec. 31, 2018. It is impera-
tive that railroads complete 
implementation before the 
deadline. They must clearly 
understand that the conse-
quences of failure will be 
stringent and prompt.”

The derailment of the 
Amtrak train in DuPont, 
Wash., on the Cascade Line 
was a keen reminder of the 
deadly train wreck near 
Philadelphia, in which the 
conductor, a Forest Hills 
resident, took a curve at near 

double the speed limit.
Brandon Bostian, 34, was 

the engineer of Northeast Re-
gional Train 188 in the May 
2015 wreck. Despite a 50-mile-

per-hour limit, he was at the 
controls when the train sped 
around a curve at 108 mph.

Eight passengers were 
killed, including two from 

Queens, and more than 180 
others were sent to nearby 
hospitals, some in critical 
condition.

In May 2017, the Philadel-
phia district attorney decided 
not to press criminal charges 
against Bostian, claiming 
that the factors in the inci-
dent did not fit the definition 
of criminal recklessness as 
described by Pennsylvania 
state law.

At the March 1 hearing, 
Sen. Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) — 
who serves on the Commit-
tee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation — chas-
tised railroad organizations 
across the country that 
claimed PTC was expensive 
and complicated to imple-
ment even though it had 
been mandatory for over a 
decade.

He called for a crackdown 
on railroads dragging their 
feet to make PTC the new 
standard.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The 2015 derailment of an Amtrak train near Philadelphia has influenced 
the U.S. Senate to pressure railroads to rollout life-saving technology. 

Photo by Joseph Kaczmarek/AP

Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 

has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 

students for 56 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for 

everyone.  Programs are offered for PreK through high school.  Each 2-week session 

provides the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals 

in their specifi c fi eld direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday 

through Friday, from 9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. 

Buses leave our campus at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all 

four sessions.  Door to door transportation is included in the tuition fee of our 

programs for those who wish to use it.

Try the Nature and Outdoor Discovery program; so popular last year it’s sure to 

be an early close out! The perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the great outdoors. 

Activities may include hiking, fi shing, archery, crabbing, camping/survival skills, 

zip-lining, & other adventures.  There are many other great programs offered as 

well.  Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Baseball, Dance, Robotics and Engineering; just 

to name a few.  Check the website:  LuHiSummerCamps.org for a complete listing 

of all programs and descriptions.  

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House April 29th.  Come meet the Directors and see 

the facility.  Spin the K98.3 prize wheel and enter to win a free session of camp.  

Give your child a summer to remember!  

LuHi. . .Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org
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Will your child be 5 by December 31, 2018?

Seats are available for 2018–19 
in the Catholic academies and parish schools in Queens and Brooklyn

To fi nd a school, visit www.dioceseofbrooklyn.org/schools/fi nd-a-school
Tuition Assistance Available. Apply by April 30, 2018 at www.futuresineducation.org

Children of all faiths are welcome
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Your Legs Deserve 
Our Attention

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

Call 1-866-243-7250
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare

LOCATIONS:    Queens, NY  |            White Plains, NY  
Florham Park, NJ  |            Hackensack, NJ

  NEW

  NEW

or visit metroveincenters.com
Covered by most insurance including Medicare

LOCATIONS:    Queens, NY  |            White Plains, NY  
Florham Park, NJ  |            Hackensack, NJ

  NEW

  NEW

Call 1-866-243-7250
or visit metroveincenters.com

Covered by most insurance including Medicare

Your Legs Deserve 
Our Attention

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

BY MARK HALLUM

Immigrants rallied at the steps of 
Queens Borough Hall Tuesday to call 
on the de Blasio administration to con-
tinue funding adult learning programs 
in the city budget, due for passage in 
June.

Organized by the New York City Co-
alition for Adult Literacy, more than 
100 people showed their support for the 
city to reserve $12 million for the pro-
grams and classes they claim are criti-
cal to the success of immigrants with 
varying degrees of education across 
the city.

“Currently New York has about 2.2 
million adults who are lacking English 
proficiency or a high school diploma, 
which is about a third of the work 
force,” Kevin Douglas from United 
Neighborhood Houses, the leading or-
ganization in the coalition, said. “It’s 
a pretty significant portion of people 
who don’t have the skills they need to 
really survive and thrive in our econ-
omy.”

Douglas said the city has included 
$12 million for these programs in the 
budget for the past two years, but it 
was not included in the preliminary 
budget released in February, and this 
will be the second year in a row the co-
alition will have to rally for attention 
to their cause.

“Adult literacy classes are especial-
ly important to new immigrants who 
rely on these services to learn Eng-
lish speaking, reading and writing,” 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
said. “We are an immigrant city, and 
we must provide the necessary support 
to ensure our newest New Yorkers are 

fully equipped to enter the work force.”
Marlyn Suarez, an English as a sec-

ond language teacher at LaGuardia 
Community College, gave an example 
of the position many of her students 
are in as new immigrants.

“Ken was an amazing student, he 
had a Ph.D in math and science, he pre-
sented at numerous international con-
ferences and was a tenured professor at 
his previous university,” Suarez said. 
“In response to my question, ‘What 
animal best represents you?’ he said, 
‘Back at home I feel like a tiger, but in 
New York I feel like nothing but a bug.’ 
I’m sure he is not the only student who 
feels this way and which is why we are 
here advocating for the mayor to base-
line funding for adult literacy.”

Make the Road New York, an orga-
nization which advocates for immi-
grant rights and legislation, is one of 
the groups involved in the coalition.

“More than ever, New York City 
needs to fully fund its adult literacy 
programs to safeguard and expand 
opportunity for immigrant commu-
nities,” Make the Road Co-executive 
Director Javier Valdes said. “The lit-
eracy and basic skills that participants 
gain through these programs are 
critical to employment opportunities 
and economic mobility, school perfor-
mance, health and community safety. 
It’s critical that New York City step up 
for these vital services. Our centers in 
Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island 
depend on this funding to drive the 
work we do.”

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Immigration groups 
call for adult learning

More than 100 people showed their support for the city to reserve $12 million for the 
programs and classes they claim are critical to the success of immigrants with varying 
degrees of education across the city.
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The Visiting Nurse Service of New York helps 

thousands of people, day in and day out, across 

the five boroughs and surrounding counties. We 

have led the way in providing compassion, comfo� 

and expe� care to New Yorkers since 1893 and will 

continue to do so for generations to come.

Trusted by New Yorkers for 125 years and counting.

TOUCHING 
48,000 LIVES 
EVERY DAY

WE ARE HOME CARE.

Learn how physical therapy from  
VNSNY can help you live well at home.

Call 1-855-867-6966 or visit vnsny.org.

FOLLOW US ON:

RESCUE • NURTURE • ADOPT • EDUCATE
OPEN FOR ADOPTIONS:
Friday • 4 PM - 9 PM
Saturday & Sunday • 12 PM - 8 PM

25 Davis  Ave. ,  Port  Washington,  NY 11050   
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Hi!

North Shore Animal League 
America has many Puppies, 

Kittens, Dogs and Cats to choose 
from. Mixed-breeds, purebreds, 

and small breeds too! 

COME MEET ME  
AND MY FRIENDS!

The hardest choice  

The easiest choice  
IS PICKING JUST ONE.

IS PICKING A RESCUE PET.

MY NAME IS
T I T O

I am an international rescue all the way from Kosova! I’m a young 

Cattle Dog mix, who simply needs a little TLC to come out of my shell 

and be the carefree dog I know I can be. I will provide all of the love 

you can handle! Bring the family to meet me!

RR006

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional
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BRIEFS

ESCAPE THE CONCRETE 
JUNGLE...JOIN US FOR 

GREAT SUMMERTIME FUN

is a nearby family oriented large heated swimming pool 
and kiddie pool complex   located at 98-00 62nd Drive, 

Rego Park, New York 11374 - (718) 830-9634.

The swim club features a 40 x 80-foot heated swimming pool, a 25-foot 
circular, heated kiddie pool, a swim school (with small classes and licensed  
instructors) as well as a large, shaded deck area designated for BBQs and 
other social activities. Private outdoor cabanas, included with furniture and 
umbrellas, are also available for seasonal and daily rentals. This destination is 
perfect for kids’ and adults’ birthdays, pool parties and poolside cookouts.

 
With over 40 years experience, Park City Swim Club provides a fully-certifi ed 
lifeguard staff, trained in both First Aid and CPR. The Park City Swim Club 
season takes place from Saturday, May 26 to Monday, September 3, 2018. 
On site registration takes place Saturdays and Sundays - April 21 & 22, April 
28 & 29, May 5 & 6, May 12 & 13, May 19 & 20 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Credit 

Cards and checks are accepted for Seasonal Membership only.

For more information
Call (212) 769-0201 before Thursday, May 25, 2018 or 

(718) 830-9634 after May 26, 2018. 
Visit Park City Swim Club’s website at www.parkcityswimclub.com.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
State Assemblywoman Alicia 

Hyndman (D-Springfield Gardens) 
was at a meet-and-greet Monday with 
Paul Hendel, a Rosedale McDonald’s 
owner and operator who also serves 
as the president of the New York Tri-
State McDonald’s Owner/Operators 
Association. 

While Hyndman was learning to 
make a Filet-o-Fish sandwich at the 
fast-food joint located at 244-10 Mer-
rick Blvd., Hendel pointed out that 
all of the McDonald’s restaurants 
in the city were owned and operat-
ed by independent franchisees and 
that the hundreds of eateries across 
the city have many changes under-
way. 

The fast food restaurant giant will 
be transforming 14,000 of its restau-
rants around the United States, with 
the most upgrades taking place in 
New York City, according to spokes-
woman Amanda Pisano.

Pisano said that within the five 
boroughs there are 209 McDonald’s, 
52 of which are in Queens. 

The enhancements are meant to 
increase service and convenience 
and will include self-order kiosks, 
as well as table service and mobile 
ordering. 

Of the more than 200 restaurants 
in New York City, 75 have already 
have been augmented, including 20 
in Queens. 

Dozens of McDonald’s are slated 

for improvements later this year 
and throughout New York City and 
all of the 14,000 restaurants within 
the United States will have updates 
by 2020. 

From January through March 
2018 the company made several oth-
er bold announcements. 

The company intends to serve all 
of its goods in renewable, recyclable 
or fiber-based packaging from certi-
fied sources where no deforestation 
occurs by 2025. Within that time 
frame, the fast-food chain plans to 
finish enhancing all of its menu of-
ferings at all of its restaurants. 

In 2022 all Happy Meals at Mc-
Donald’s 120 markets with have 
healthier options with a calorie in-
take equal to or less than 600. 

This will also include making 
kid-sized fries which have a lower 
sodium count than the small fries, 
less sugar in chocolate milk, and 
more bottled water will be offered. 

The company also wants to cut its 
use of greenhouse gases by 150 mil-
lion metric tons by 2030.

It plans to do so by responsibly 
sourcing food, promoting renewable 
energy and recycling. 

This year it will also cut its time 
frame for awarding tuition assis-
tance its Archways to Opportunity 
program for staff and managers at-
tending college and increase its 
scholarship offerings.

Instead of receiving tuition as-

Big changes underway 
at McDonald’s in boro

Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman was on hand at to oversee the changes made to one of 
the newly transformed McDonald’s in Queens.  Courtesy of Hyndman’s office

Continued on Page 65
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Forest Hills — 71-15 Austin Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375   Garden City — 2131 Jericho Turnpike, Garden City Park, NY 11040 
Mineola — 80 East Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, NY  11501

Please cal l  a Lending Representat ive at  516.548.8521

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look first to Hanover  
Community Bank. With competitive rates, dedicated staff and  
service that puts your needs first, Hanover makes home financing 
 
 

fast, easy and stress-free. Enjoy flexible mortgage options for loans 
of various sizes on 1-4 family homes,  investment properties, condos 
or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable costs, it’s everything 
you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. That’s 
Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

NEW AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM!

� UP TO 95%  
FINANCING � LOW-TO-MODERATE 

INCOME FAMILIES

� FIRST & REPEAT  
HOME BUYERS � COMPETITIVE  

INTEREST RATE

Equal Opportunity Lender. All applications are subject to the Bank’s  normal underwriting and credit approval process.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL LENDING

C O M E  H O M E  TO  A  G R E AT  M O RTG A G E .
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QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person, table of 10 - $900

To purchase tickets please fi ll in 
form below, or call Linda Lindenauer 

at (718) 260-4521

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: Linda Lindenauer

(718) 260-4521
Email: 

llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________   Address______________________________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________                                                       Email ____________________________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity _______   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX   Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____ Signature_______________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner 63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 10th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the Queens Impact 
Awards Gala Dinner

Leslie Ramos
James Regan

Maureen Regan
Felix V. Matos 

Rodriguez
Dr. David Rosenthal

Edwin Westley
Nadezhda Williams
Nantasha Williams

HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal
Lenny Banovez 
and Laura Frye

Barbara Bell
Giselle Burgess
Carmin Caterina
Brianna Ferranti
Henry Foster

Gabriel Gonzalez

Thomas Grech
Jukay Hsu

Amna Javid
Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
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Traffi c Commander. 
Father.

“I work to keep NYC’s streets safe.”

Look out for him in work zones.

Rockaway boardwalk project wins award
BY BILL PARRY

The Rockaway Board-
walk’s Reconstruction Proj-
ect has received a national 
planning achievement 
award. 

Obliterated by Hurricane 
Sandy in October 2012, the 
5-1/2 mile length of board-
walk was reopened just in 
time for Memorial Day week-
end last year after the $341 
million project was finished 
on time and under budget 
by $120 million, money that 
will now be spent on addi-
tional resilience projects on 
the Rockaway peninsula.

The project received the 
Silver 2018 National Plan-
ning Achievement Award 
for Urban Design from the 
American Planning Asso-
ciation recognizing the re-
design and reconstruction 
of the iconic tourist attrac-
tion into a more resilient 
structure that now protects 
the waterfront communities 
with a multi-layered sys-
tem of coastal defense that 
will resist future weather 
events.

“We are delighted to be 
honored by the APA for this 
unique and innovative in-
frastructure, which brings 
back an identifiable and 
important landmark to the 
Rockaways.” WXY Found-
ing Principal Claire Weisz 
said. “We feel it is a model 
of how a multi-disciplinary 
planning approach and inte-
grated design and engineer-
ing strategies are essential 
to create resilient, vibrant 
memorable communities.”

The city Parks Depart-
ment commissioned the de-
sign team to reimagine the 
structure into a more resil-
ient version that could with-
stand future storms. From 
the pile foundations to the 
walking surfaces, the entire 
boardwalk was rebuilt with 
reinforced concrete and 
raised to three feet above 
the new base f lood elevation 
recommended by the Feder-
al Emergency Management 
Agency. The boardwalk is 
situated on a newly planted 
sand dune that stabilizes 
and replenishes new beach 
infill and is supplemented by  

4 1/2 miles of sand retaining 
walls and sand fences along 
the route. Blue concrete 
planks spell out Rockway 
on the boardwalk, which 

air travelers can see aboard 
inbound f lights to JFK In-
ternational Airport. With 
a walking surface three to 
five feet higher than the 

previous boardwalk, ramps 
were installed at access 
points from the street and 
beach sides and the entire 
peninsula was redeveloped 
with parks, playgrounds, 
skate parks and performance 
spaces —  all with extensive 
community input in the plan-
ning process.

“The community took 
the opportunity to trans-
form storm damage into an-
other avenue of connecting 
neighborhoods to the wa-
terfront,” APA 218 Awards 
Jury Chairman W. Shedrick 
Coleman said. “The thought-
ful approach addressed both 
sides of the walkway, the 
waterfront and the street 
view, ensuring the more re-
silient walkway was an as-
set for visitors and residents 
alike.”

The APA’s national awards 
program, the profession’s 
highest honor, will be held in 
New Orleans April 23.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The reconstruction of the Rockaway boardwalk has reveived a presti-
gious national award for its planning.
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You gotta love those Legos
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Brick Fest Live, the largest fan-run convention of Lego enthusiasts, comes to the New York Hall of Science, with a Brick Pit 
featuring more than 100,000 pieces.

Little Lego blocks will be 70 years old next year. There 
have been more than 600 billion pieces sold during that 
time.

In the age of digital play, Legos still represent the chance for kids to play the old-
fashioned way.

This youngster is taking the skyscraper he built to show his 
parents.

Brick Fest Live, which tours around the country, includes collaborative projects for Lego 
fans that require buckets of bricks. 

The two-day festival drew an estimated 11,000 people to the 
New York Hall of Science in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

The daylong event could get exhausting for parents and 
grandparents.  
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Yannis Furs

           

only $8495

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER

Trade-Ins Accepted

516.504.1113
130 Middle Neck Rd., Great Neck

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Evening by appt.
4th Generation Furriers

www.yannisfurs.com

To protect your garment from drying & insect damage

COLD FUR 
STORAGE TIME

Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage ON PREMISES

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-355-9675

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Boro residents voting on projects this week
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Residents throughout 

Queens, including those in Dis-
trict 27 who are represented 
by City Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), have un-
til Sunday to make sure their 
voices are heard for their area’s 
Participatory Budgeting Week. 

Participatory budgeting al-
lows residents to vote on which 
infrastructure projects will be 
funded by their Council mem-
ber’s budget allocation by up to 
$1 million.

Voting kicked off Saturday 
and residents in District 27, 
which covers Jamaica, St. Al-
bans, Hollis, Cambria Heights, 
Queens Village, Addisleigh 
Park and Springfield Gardens, 
have a chance to participate at 
different locations. 

Ballots will be available in 
English, Bengali, Creole and 
Spanish, and if individuals 
want to show their support for 
the initiative WHAT INITIA-
TIVE - EXPLAIN -on social 
media. they can use the hashtag 
#PB27 and #PBNYC.

In District 27 constituents can 
vote Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. at Miller’s office, which 
is located at 172-12 Linden Blvd. in 
St. Albans. Other locations will 
be open on different days. 

Residents as young as 11 
years old will be eligible to 
participate by visiting their 

local polling site, by complet-
ing an online ballot or using a 
LinkNYC kiosk. 

“LinkNYC once again dem-
onstrates that technology is a 
powerful tool for public good,” 
said Samir Saini, commissioner 

of the Department of Informa-
tion Technology and Telecom-
munications. “We’re honored to 
work with the Council to put de-
mocracy at New Yorkers’ finger-
tips. This year, more than 1,500 
Link kiosks present that many 

more opportunities for residents 
to vote for the neighborhood 
projects that matter the most to 
them. I look forward to introduc-
ing New Yorkers to even more 
ways the Link platform can be 
used to foster civic innovation 
within our great city.”

To learn more about the pro-
cess Queens residents can visit 
 www.council.nyc.gov/pb/ . 

Some of the other sites in 
District 27 include PS 360 in 
St. Albans (Tuesday), Cambria 
Heights Library (Wednesday), 
Alpha Phi Alpha Senior Cen-
ter (Thursday), PS 176 in Cam-
bria Heights (Friday) and Roy 
Wilkins Recreation Center (Sat-
urday) in St. Albans. 

“We are very excited to engage 
all facets of our community, and 
empower citizens in this manner, 
including those previously disen-
franchised,” said Miller. “This is 
an opportunity to give all individ-
uals, especially our young people, 
a chance to become stakeholders, 
and have a voice in the enhance-
ment of our community’s capital 
investments. There is no greater 
vehicle galvanizing local commu-
nities today than participatory 
budgeting.”

Councilman I. Daneek Miller’s office is participating in Participatory Budget Week.  Photo by Nat Valentine
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
APRIL 29TH 
NOON - 3:00 PM.

Building Friendships 
that Last a Lifetime!
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL?  Photos by Michael Shain

At Memorial Field of Flushing, the new Whitepoint season is underway. It’s flag football until 
July, before tackle ball returns in the fall.

Just before kick-off on the opening day of the Whitepoint football league’s flag-football 
season, the Dolphins get last-minute instructions from their coach. 

FOR THE HEALTH OF IT  Photos by Michael Shain

HOLOCAUST AID  Photos by Michael Shain

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (r.) asks Hannah Deutch, 95, of Jackson Heights, to say a few 
words at a ceremony to celebrate $50,000 in new funding for services for Holocaust survi-
vors in the city. Deutch was a Kinder Train survivor of World War II.  

Rozic, with state Sen. Toby Stavisky (c.), presents a check to officials of Selfhelp Community 
Services, the largest provider of services to Holocaust survivors in the country and man-
agers of five city-funded senior centers, including this one in Flushing. 

The Guardians of Flushing Bay take off from the starting line of its second annual 5K on 
the Bay Fun Run. The run attracted about 50 competitors as a fund-raiser for the organiza-
tion’s clean-up and advocacy projects for the bay.

With temperatures in the low 30s, the runners in the “5K on the Bay” racing around the 
Flushing Marina look as if they might be dressed for skiing instead with winter coats and 
scarves.
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current 
rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money 
Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% 
for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for 
the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on 
deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, 
the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for 
new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2 APY2

$5,000 minimum deposit $5,000 minimum deposit

13-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

60-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.70%
Maximum 
Money Market

AAAAAPY2

$$5,000 minimum deposit

e t cate o epos

2.00%
APY2

$$$$$$5555,0$ 00 minimum deposit

e t cate o epos

2.87%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

4/13/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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$7,995$7,995$7,900$6,995$6,995$4,995

$11,975$11,888$11,588$10,995$10,995$10,888

$14,995$14,995$14,888$14,888$14,888$14,588 BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘16 DODGE CHARGER  ‘17 HONDA ACCORD  

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER'16 HONDA CIVIC EX

29k miles, Stk#2920829k miles, Stk#29208

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA  ILX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA'15 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

39,600 miles, Stk 35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY MALIBU

36k miles, Stk#8357

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

39k miles, Stk#31564108k miles, Stk#31719

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 13–19, 2018 31  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

T eenagers are busier than ever before. But even 
the busiest teens need places to unwind and re-
lax with friends. Many parents aspire to create 

that type of environment in their homes but don’t 
know where to begin.

Having teens close by and interacting with them 
on a regular basis can benefi t families. Data from 
the National Center for Education Statistics notes 
that parental involvement correlates to higher 
grade point averages. Research from the National 
Highway Traffi c Safety Administration says cer-
tain parenting styles, including those that set rules 
and monitor teens in supportive ways, develop kids 
who are more likely to wear seat belts while driving, 
while such support also lowers crash risk. Involved 
parents also may reduce the chances of teen drug 
use and promiscuous behavior.

Parents who want to keep teens nearby can create 

hangout spaces at home that make it easy for teens 
to feel comfortable with their friends. These “teen 
caves” can be private but permit supervision when 
necessary. With a few modifi cations, it’s possible 
to transform a room in a home into a teen-friendly 
hangout space:

Talk to your children. Involve teens in the pro-
cess of renovating a home to create a spot in which 
they would like to congregate. Talk about elements 
they would like to see in the space, whether it be a 
particular design style, technology, or activity. 

Establish a shared budget. Paint is inexpen-
sive and can transform just about any room in a 
single afternoon. If the room being renovated is the 
teen’s own bedroom, allow him or her to choose the 
color palette and other accents. Even if it isn’t to 
your taste, he or she will be proud of the results and 
may want to share it with friends.

Have a snack station. Some teenagers always 
seem to be hungry, and hanging out with friends 
while enjoying food is a popular pastime. When ren-
ovating a room into a teen cave, fi nd a way to make 
food a focus. Install a mini-refrigerator and non-al-
coholic bar where kids can serve snacks to friends. 
Think about a space you would like as an adult and 
modify it to be more accommodating to teenagers.

Add more seating. Having friends over means 
having enough seating to handle a small crowd. 
Beanbags, cushioned benches, a daybed, modular 
seating, and more can ensure everyone has a place 
to sit.

Make a private outdoor spot. Teen spaces do 
not need to be restricted to the indoors. Design ad-
vice site Houzz says an outdoor escape zone that in-
cludes comfortable seating in a private area — par-
ticularly a spot that can also be enjoyed into the 
evening — will be a coveted spot.

Invest in “indestructible” materials. Teenag-
ers are bound to make messes, and having other peo-
ple over means contending with a certain measure 
of damage. Design the space with indoor-outdoor 
carpeting, water-resistant fabrics, distressed wood, 
and other durable materials.

Adolescents are always looking for spaces to 
gather without overbearing adult interference. Ho-
meowners can create such spaces for their children 
in their own homes.  

I N S I D E  &  O U T

your

CREATE A TEEN-FRIENDLY

space at home

With a few modifi cations, it’s 
possible to transform a room 
in a home into a teen-friendly 
hangout space.
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I N S I D E  &  O U T
your

How to conserve energy 
throughout summer

E nergy bills tend to be high in summertime, 
when many people crank up their air condition-
ers in an attempt to combat the heat. For some 

households, higher energy bills might be stretch-
ing their budgets, while others might be looking for 
ways to reduce their carbon footprints.

Conserving energy can help homeowners save 
money and help the planet at the same time. And re-
ducing energy consumption in the summer does not 
require men and women to sacrifi ce comfort in the 
name of conservation. In fact, various strategies can 
help homeowners and apartment dwellers reduce 
their summertime energy consumption:

Stop cooling an empty home. A cool home 
might be the ultimate necessity during summer heat 
waves, but there’s no reason to cool a residence when 
no one is home. According to the U.S. Department 
of Energy, operating thermostats more effi ciently 
can help homeowners trim their cooling costs by 
as much as 10 percent. One way to be more effi cient 
with thermostats is to keep the house warmer than 
normal when no one is home. Programmable ther-
mostats can be set so air conditioning units turn on 
shortly before residents arrive home, ensuring the 
house is comfortable and no energy is wasted.

Narrow the gap between indoor and outdoor 

temperatures. The DOE notes that the smaller the 
difference between the temperature indoors and 

outside, the lower cooling costs will be. While it may 
be tempting to set thermostats to room temperature 
(68-degrees Fahrenheit) on days when temperatures 
reach 90 degrees or above, that’s an enormous tem-
perature gap that will result in a high energy bill. 
Instead, the DOE recommends setting thermostats 
to 78 degrees whenever possible.

Open the windows at night. Daytime tempera-
tures, particularly during the dog days of summer, 
may necessitate the use of air conditioners. But men 
and women who live in climates where temperatures 
drop considerably at night can sleep with their win-
dows open. This reduces energy consumption and 
saves money, and can be a great way to introduce 
fresh air into a home during a time of year when air 
can become stagnant.

Do not set air conditioner thermostats at 

lower than normal temperatures when turning 

them on. The DOE notes that setting thermostats at 
lower than normal temperatures when turning air 
conditioners on will not cool homes any faster than 
setting them at typical temperatures. Such a strat-
egy will only lead to excessive energy consumption 
and higher energy bills.

Install ceiling fans. Ceiling fans can improve 
cooling effi ciency in a home. According to the DOE, 
ceiling fans allow men and women who use air con-
ditioners to raise the thermostats on their AC units 

about 4 degrees without adversely affecting com-
fort levels. Men and women who live in temperate 
climates may fi nd that ceiling fans are enough to 
keep rooms cool without the need for air condition-
ers.

Homeowners can combat high utility bills and 
excessive energy consumption during the summer 
with various eco- and budget-friendly strategies.  

Ceiling fans can reduce reliance on costly air conditioners 
when cooling homes in summertime.
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I N S I D E  &  O U T
your

Many homeowners aspire to make 
their homes appear as beautiful 
and welcoming as possible. Exte-

rior renovations may be high on hom-
eowners’ to-do lists, and landscaping 
is oftentimes a key component of those 
projects.

When planning gardens, homeown-
ers may benefi t by considering more 
than just fl owers and shrubs while giv-
ing thought to other elements that can 
breathe vitality into their landscape 
designs. Water features can do just 
that, as such features provide more 
than just visual appeal: 

Aesthetic appeal: Water elements 
stand out against the greenery and 
foliage and can be used to create fo-
cal points around the garden or yard. 
A single fountain can draw the eye, 
while a trickling stream or waterfall 
can deliver water to various spots in 

the landscape.
Soothing sound: Rain drops on a 

rooftop or waves lapping on a shore-
line elicit feelings of harmony and re-
laxation. Water features can bring that 
gentle sound close to home, further en-
hancing the ambiance. 

Brings texture: Water has its own 
unique and fl uid texture that can pro-
vide stark contrast to blades of grass 
or the hard lines of architectural ele-
ments, such as pergolas or retaining 
walls. A pond or fountain can soften 
lines.

Enhance the natural ecosystem: 
Water features can attract wildlife to 
a property. Birds may visit to take a 
quick sip, and dragonfl ies are sure to 
dart and hover over the shimmering 
ripples. Inviting natural wildlife to the 
yard can add hours of entertainment 
by enjoying the animals and insects.

Remedy problem areas: Rather 
than fi ghting with the landscape, ho-
meowners can adapt it. An area of 
the yard prone to soggy conditions 
or fl ooding can be transformed into a 
pond or waterfall to work with natu-
ral surroundings. 

Foster a passion: Many people 
turn to water features so they can ex-
plore the hobby of nurturing an out-
door aquarium. Koi ponds are rela-
tively easy to install and maintain, 
and the vibrant fi sh add visual ap-
peal.

Add a personal touch: Water fea-
tures are as unique as the homeowners 
who create them. To set landscaping 
apart from neighbors’ homes, home-
owners can add fountains, ponds, or 
fl owing water elements to their prop-
erties. Decorative water features also 
can be melded with pools and spas to 
help these man-made recreational ar-
eas seem like they were carved right 
out of the natural landscape.

Water features can take landscapes 
to the next level with sounds, texture, 
movement, and beauty.  

Personal touches turn 
a house into a home. 
Hanging pictures, 

whether they’re personal 
photographs or artwork, can 
really change the character 
of a room. 

Unfortunately, some peo-
ple may not know the proper 
ways to display pictures on a 
wall. Design maven Martha 
Stewart advises that the fi rst 
step is to gather all of the pic-
tures that are in consider-
ation for hanging. This will 
enable a person to see what 
is available and edit his se-
lection based on the space 
available, theme, or color 
scheme. Having the artwork 
there enables a person to 
move it around like a puzzle 
until the placement feels just 
right.

Next, plan on hanging 
artwork at 57 inches on cen-
ter, according to the renova-
tion experts at Apartment 
Therapy. “On center” means 
the middle of the photograph 
or painting will always be at 
57 inches, as this measure-
ment represents the aver-
age human eye height. This 
height is regularly used as a 

standard in many galleries 
and museums. 

When the goal is to hang 
multiple pictures, treat the 
entire grouping as a single 

unit. This means creating 
the layout and fi nding the 
center of the middle piece of 
the grouping. To make pic-
ture grouping easier, use pa-

per templates with arrows to 
indicate whether the artwork 
will be hung horizontally or 
vertically. These templates 
can then be easily taped to 
the wall and rearranged un-
til the grouping is ideal.

There are no hard-
and-fast rules concerning 
frames, meaning they do not 
all have to match. But plac-
ing framed artwork side-by-
side can give a person a feel 
for whether the images and 
the frames work together in 
the space. Some people like 
to use frames of similar col-
ors and sizes. Others want 
the eclectic mix-and-match 
appeal. It’s ultimately up to 
the homeowner.

Measuring is key to hang-
ing a picture correctly on 
the wall. Take into consid-
eration the type of attach-
ment, whether it’s D-rings, 
sawtooth hangers, wire, or 
other fasteners on the back. 
Measure from the top of the 
frame to the hanger. Mea-
sure the wall to achieve the 
57-inch on center location, 
and then calculate where 
this falls within the height 
of the artwork and frame 

top. Adjust accordingly and 
mark. Then measure the dis-
tance from the frame top to 
the hanger location on the 
wall. 

Be sure to take the weight 
of the picture into consider-
ation when selecting hang-
ing hardware. Wall anchors 
may be needed if measure-
ments determine a wall stud 
will not help secure the art-
work — to keep the frame 
sturdy in the drywall. Home 
improvement resource To-
day’s Homeowner also sug-
gests using self-adhesive 
rubber bumpers to the bot-
tom corners on the back of 
the frame before hanging so 
that the picture will not dam-
age the wall and will help it 
hang level.

It can take a few attempts 
to hang pictures correctly, 
but with practice it should 
come with greater ease. 
The good news is there are 
new products constantly be-
ing evolved to make picture 
hanging easier, including 
those that enable removal 
and relocation of artwork 
without damaging walls.  

How to hang photos and artwork with ease

THE BENEFITS OF WATER FEATURES IN 

garden 
landscapes

Water features, such as ponds or waterfalls, can add a special touch to the landscape.

Hanging pictures, whether they’re personal photographs or artwork, 
can really change the character of a room.
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 FRIENDS & FAMILY SALE

Welcome to the family.
Pay no interest until 2023*.

This is the deal we give our moms

20% OFF**

THE SALE 
PRICE 

SAVE THE 
TAX† FRI-SUN 

ONLY!  +

†Save the Tax: Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale 
price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and 
local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or 

Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Off er valid 4/13/18 – 4/15/18 at participating locations only. See store for complete details.

Firm 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $699
SALE $55920

+ SAVE 20%
FRIENDS & FAMILY

NOW $44736

MF28_NYC_WRAP_4.13_DAILYNEWS_1
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MF28_NYC_WRAP_4.13_DAILYNEWS_2_3

FRIENDS & FAMILY SALE

WAS $899 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$71920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

WAS $499 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$39920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Cushion Firm Mattress

WAS $799 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$63920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

Pillow Top 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $1099
SALE $87920

+ SAVE 20%
FRIENDS & FAMILY

NOW $70336
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20% OFF** + SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $549 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$43920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Pillow Top Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Firm Mattress

WAS $999 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$79920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

Firm 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $1499
SALE $119920

+ SAVE 20%
FRIENDS & FAMILY

NOW $95936
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Limited Time Only

PLUS SAVE THE TAX!† • FRI-SUN ONLY

Hurry in for savings on the 
widest range of America’s 
best-selling brands like 
Serta, Beautyrest and more.20% OFF

**
This is the deal we give our moms

WAS $499 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$39920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Memory Foam Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Pillow Top Mattress

Instant Manufacturer’s Rebate*†

$500 OFF
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

WAS $899 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$71920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Luxury Firm Mattress

Minimum purchase of $2799 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 equal payments until April 2023 required.
0% APR until 2023*

1-800-MAT-FIRM |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM
0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 and applies 
only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the 
next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should 
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **Friends & Family Discount: Save 20% off  the purchase price of select mattresses, accessories, foundations and adjustable bases. Savings applied to listed sale price. Product selection may vary by store. Not valid on previous 
purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Cannot be combined with any rebate off er. Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at participating locations only. See store for complete details. 
†Save the Tax:  Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state 
and local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Off er valid 4/13/18 – 4/15/18 at participating locations only. See store for complete details. *†Instant Rebate: Instant 
Rebate of $500 on select Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackIce™ models. Rebate good towards mattress purchase. This off er excludes clearance products. Cannot be combined with certain off ers including Friends & Family Discount off er. Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at participating 
locations only. See store for complete details. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/
or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

MF28_NYC_WRAP_4.13_DAILYNEWS_4
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COMP
ARE

APPLE
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TO
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
Serving Nassau

Queens & 
Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy

Rt
e 1

10

*

�������	�
�������	�����

*Discount on new in-stock fencing purchases of $1500 or more with installation, not valid on prior purchases. Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  
Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for 

omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

CALL NOWI M M E D I A T E  I N S T A L L A T I O N 

�������	
�����	�������

Many homeowners are eager to step outdoors 
upon the return of warm weather. Outdoor 
living spaces have grown in popularity as 

more and more homeowners embrace opportuni-
ties to entertain and lounge around in their yards. 

Outdoor entertaining areas can be great, but 
such spaces may go unused when summer sun 
makes it uncomfortable to spend time outdoors. 
But a retractable awning can change all that. Ho-
meowners often fi nd awnings can be worthwhile 
investments that can be benefi cial both inside and 
outside of the home: 

Increase usable yard space
Awnings can create privacy and establish bound-

aries for outdoor living areas. Place an awning over 
a deck, tables and chairs, or an entire patio area. 
Some people like to install awnings over a portion 
of their pools to provide shade for those who want 
to escape the sun’s rays. Motorized awnings can be 
retracted with the push of a button, which can help 
homeowners with physical limitations.

Protect against sun damage
Awnings provide excellent protection against 

sun damage, as they can shield outdoor furniture 
from direct sunlight, helping to reduce the chances 
for discoloration or fading. 

Reduce air conditioning costs
In addition to shading outdoor living areas, 

smaller awnings can be placed over southern- 
and western-facing windows, shielding interiors 

against the sun’s rays. In turn, this may reduce re-
liance on air conditioners.

Expand gardening possibilities
Some plants require very specifi c light condi-

tions to grow. Awnings can protect shade-loving 
plants from harsh sunlight and fi lter the sun for 
plants that require indirect light. They can be 
placed over a patio container garden or permanent 
garden structure.

Add value for buyers
For those who may be selling their homes soon, 

awning may help them receive top dollar. Today’s 
buyers want houses that have attractive and func-
tional exteriors, and an awning can provide that 
competitive advantage over similar homes in the 
neighborhood.

When renovating outdoor areas, homeowners 
should not overlook awnings that can make out-
door living spaces more livable.  

Awnings can make spaces more comfortable

When renovating outdoor areas, homeowners should not overlook awnings that can make outdoor living spaces more 
livable.

I N S I D E  &  O U T
your
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718-831-6950  |  GottaGetHART.com
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Save Now – Contact Us Today!

Purchase a new heating or cooling system before May 31, 2018, and save up to $2,320 - or even more!

0����#���"������$�����"#�����������'�������������1
��$�#����
�2

Save $500 with our Cool Cash Bonus  
(before May 31, 2018)

Reduce your energy bills by up to 
30 percent (approximately $720)

Earn up to $600 in Upgrade & Save Rebates

Save with a free 2-year service 
plan ($500 value)

Earn NY State tax credits of 20 cents per 
gallon of renewable EcoBlend Bioheat®

Take advantage of our 18-month interest-free financing*

T o former apartment dwellers or those who have 
never enjoyed the benefi t of a dedicated laun-
dry area, even the smallest washer and dryer 

space can seem like a luxury.
The benefi ts of dedicated laundry rooms abound. 

However, disorganized laundry rooms can nullify 
such benefi ts. Depending on the needs and prefer-
ences of each homeowner, laundry room designs 
can be customized for convenience:

Employ vertical space
Floor space may be at a premium in a laun-

dry room, especially for those who want to devote 
as much space as possible to bulk-size washer and 
dryer units. Therefore, utilizing wall space is key. 

Use shelving, wire racks, hooks, and other orga-
nizational tools to store items on the wall. Shelves 
can be tucked into just about any space, and there 
are different options that can fi t into corners or shal-
low areas. These are a great option for keeping de-
tergent or other laundry essentials nearby.

Clean designs reduce clutter
Simple, clean designs can be an asset in a laun-

dry room. If budget and space permits, cabinetry 
built into the design will help keep items out of sight 
in the laundry room. Cabinets hung directly above 
the appliances can store detergent, bleach, and fab-
ric softener. Use cabinets elsewhere in the room 
as catch-alls for cleaning supplies used in various 
other rooms around the house. 

Incorporate a sink in the design
Some older laundry room setups have a slop sink 

to drain discharged water from the washing ma-
chine. However, newer homes may have plumbing 

installed directly through the fl oor or walls. It is 
still a worthwhile idea to have a sink in the laundry 
room for rinsing out stains, handwashing items, and 
having a go-to sink for messier cleanup.

Utilize a tension rod
A rod installed between two cabinets or across 

a narrow width of space in the laundry room is a 
handy spot to hang shirts or pants to prevent wrin-
kling. Repurposing a ladder and suspending it from 
the ceiling also creates a spot to hang clothes.

Consider laundry room fl ooring
It’s important to select fl ooring materials that 

will not be damaged by contact with moisture or 
spills. Vinyl, tile, and some composite products of-
ten make good laundry room fl oor materials. 

Resilient fl ooring that mimics the look of hard-
wood may add a classy touch, and give the appear-
ance of wood without having to worry about damage. 
To alleviate fatigue while spending long moments in 
the laundry room, invest in a memory foam mat that 
can be placed underfoot.

Keep lighting in mind
Lighting can be important in the laundry room. 

Rely on task lighting, under-cabinet strip lighting, 
and overhead lights as needed for effi ciency.

Laundry room design can maximize the space 
available and make it more convenient to launder 
and sort clothes.  

I N S I D E  &  O U T
your

Laundry room renovation ideas

An organized and effi cient laundry room setup can make 
washing and drying clothes easier.
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   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com
45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Soften harsh sunlight and save
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LANDSCAPE
DESIGN  INSTALLATION  MAINTENANCE

JB LANDSCAPING COMPANY
1-347-545-2667

INFO@JBLANDSCAPINGCOMPANY.COM

NEW YORK STATE CERTIFIED
NURSERY & LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONAL

FREE
MONTH OF SERVICE
WITH A NEW 1 YEAR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

USE YOUR LAWN TO IMPROVE 

curb appeal
Returns on home improvement proj-

ects vary. In its annual Cost vs. 
Value Report, Remodeling maga-

zine notes the projects that yield the 
best returns on investment in a given 
year. But a host of factors, including 
the type of market (buyers’ or sellers’) 
and the region where the home is being 
sold, ultimately combine to determine if 
homeowners’ investments in home im-
provement projects will provide the re-
turns they were hoping for.

Though there’s no way of guarantee-
ing a home improvement project will 
yield a great return, real estate profes-
sionals often cite improving curb ap-
peal as an excellent way to attract pro-
spective buyers and potentially get the 
asking price or more when selling the 
home. Improving curb appeal makes 
even more sense in today’s real estate 
market, when many people do their own 
searching via real estate websites such 
as Trulia or Zillow. When using such 
sites, buyers will likely be less inclined 
to click on a listing if exterior photos of 
the property are not eye-catching.

Various projects, including tending 
to lawns and gardens, can improve curb 
appeal. An added benefi t to focusing on 
landscaping to improve curb appeal is 
it promotes spending time outdoors in 
spring and summer. In addition, many 
lawn- and garden-related home im-
provement projects need not require 
professional expertise.

1. Maintain a lush 
green lawn 

Lawns that fall into disrepair may 
not give buyers a correct impression 
about how homeowners maintained 
their homes. Lawns with multiple dead 
spots and grass that appears more 
brown than green may lead many buy-
ers to assume that the home’s interior 
was equally ill-cared for. 

Maintaining lush green lawns is not 
as diffi cult as it may seem. Applying fer-
tilizer and aerating at the appropriate 
times of year (this varies by region) can 

promote strong roots and healthy soil, 
making it easier for grass to survive 
harsh conditions like drought. When 
watering in summer, do so in early 
morning or evening so as little water is 
lost to evaporation as possible.

2. Address brown patch 
Even well-maintained lawns can 

fall victims to brown spots. According 
to the lawn care professionals at Tru-
Green, lawns in regions with hot tem-
peratures and high humidity can be 
infected with brown patch, a common 
lawn disease that is caused by fungus, 
which can produce circular areas of 
brown, dead grass surrounded by nar-
row, dark rings. 

Penn State’s College of Agricultural 
Sciences notes that removing dew that 
collects on grass leaves each morning, 
which can be accomplished by mow-
ing or dragging a water hose across af-
fected areas, can be an effective way to 
reduce brown patch. Homeowners with-
out much lawn care experience can con-
sult professional landscapers to address 
the issue. 

But those looking to sell their proper-
ties should note that buyers often walk 
the grounds of homes they are consider-
ing buying. So addressing any issues on 
the lawn should be a priority for sellers.

3. Confi ne dogs 
to certain areas

Dog owners may want to let their 
pets roam free in their yards. But hom-
eowners about to put their properties up 
for sale may want to confi ne their four-
legged friends to certain areas. That’s 
because dog urine can be high in ni-
trogen. Nitrogen itself is not harmful 
to lawns, but in high concentrations it 
can contribute to yellow or brown spots. 
Also, highly acidic dog urine may even 
adversely affect pH levels in the soil.

Curb appeal can go a long way to-
ward helping homeowners sell their 
homes, and a lush lawn can be used to 
catch the eye of prospective buyers.  

I N S I D E  &  O U T
your

Various projects, including tending to lawns and gardens, can improve curb appeal.
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 4/13/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.
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$23,588

$13,588

$9,988$9,800$9,488$9,200$8,888$8,500

$12,888$12,888$12,888$12,888$11,995

$22,995$22,900$19,888$17,500$15,950 BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
BUY 
FOR:

‘16 NISSAN FRONTIER

15k miles Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
BUY 
FOR:

'14 INFINITI Q50

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
BUY 
FOR:

13,154 miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

23,114 miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 NISSAN VERSA

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#32469
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYBRID

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
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Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 4, 2018!
Deadline May 1, 2018

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person,

table of 10 - $900

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 7, 2018

 

 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 10th, 2018
6pm–10pm

HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal

Lenny Banovez and 
Laura Frye

Barbara Bell
Giselle Burgess
Carmin Caterina
Brianna Ferranti
Henry Foster

Gabriel Gonzalez
Thomas Grech

Jukay Hsu
Amna Javid

Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
Leslie Ramos
James Regan

Maureen Regan
Felix V. Matos Rodriguez

Dr. David Rosenthal
Edwin Westley

Nadezhda Williams
Nantasha Williams

Albany.
But the perception that the IDC 

caucused with the Republicans has 
been a talking point of their oppo-
nents for an extended period of time, 
and a not completely accurate one, 
according to Peralta.

“We as IDC were in a separate 
room [from Democrats and Re-
publicans] talking about what the 
Republicans wanted and what the 
mainline Democrats wanted and 
then we talked about how it was im-
portant for our communities, our 
districts,” Peralta said in the in-
terview. “So we were in a coalition 
with them, but they never needed 
us... They had the magic number of 
32 [the majority].”

Peralta said there were many “be-
hind the scene fights” with Republi-
cans over anti-immigration bills the 
IDC members refused to vote in fa-
vor of in keeping with the coalition.

Avella  had said in months prior 
that IDC members would consider 
reunification once Democrats have 
the majority in the senate.

“Gov. Cuomo, Sen. Stewart-Cous-
ins and I are united in our commit-
ment to bring together the New York 
State Democratic Party and all Sen-
ate Democrats, with the common 
goal of protecting the people of New 
York state and solving the state’s 
most challenging problems,” Klein 
said on April 5. “Unity cannot wait 
until a special election. I commend 
the governor for his unyielding com-
mitment to a successful unification 
and 2018 electoral victory that will 
send the message that we stand 
ready to confront any challenge that 
comes from Washington. Together, 
under Gov. Cuomo’s leadership, we 

are on the right path to demonstrate 
to New Yorkers and to this nation 
what we are made of, and the values 
that we stand for.”

Peace talks between the warring 
Democrats have been underway for 
months, however. 

In December 2017, mainline 
Democrats launched an ultimatum 
against IDC members, warning that 
if they did not consider reunification 
and help reclaim two available seats 
in special elections, they would face 
intense primary challenges from 
within the party.

While IDC members weighed 
their options, political groups 
geared against the IDC were not 
backing down.

Up to 37 political action groups 
statewide signed on to a press re-
lease from progressive group No 
IDC NY, with statements accusing 
the IDC of caucusing with the GOP, 
blocking progressive legislation and 
only agreeing to a Democratic Party 
reunification deal to avoid primary 
challenges.

Avella remained circumspect at 
the time, however, claiming the IDC 
would remain in autonomous exis-
tence, but would operate in coali-
tion with the Democratic Party. The 
members would continue to caucus 
amongst themselves; however, he 
said, making clear that despite ru-
mors to the contrary, the IDC does 
not caucus with Republicans.

“I’ve always indicated that the 
conference, myself especially, have 
always been willing to have this con-
versation and form a coalition with 
the Democratic Conference once we 
have a majority and I stand by that. 
I’m ready to do that any day, once we 
have a majority,” Avella said in De-
cember.

The Republicans currently hold 
the majority in the state Senate. 

classified website called Backpage Vil-
lage Voice in 2004. It included a contro-
versial adult section. In January 2017, 
Backpage suspended the adult section 
amid accusations of fostering prostitu-
tion and human trafficking.

Corona resident Shandra Wowo-
runtu survived a harrowing ordeal at 
the hands of human traffickers after 
traveling to the United States from In-
donesia in 2001 expecting a six-month 
seasonal waitressing job. Instead she 
was duped by a gang of sex traffickers 
and forced to work in brothels along 
the I-95 corridor for more than five 
months.

“Regardless of gender, religion, age, 
education, or nationality, we all de-
serve humanity, dignity and freedom,” 
Woworuntu said. “None of us should 
be advertised in the media internet 
as merchandise to be bought and sold.  
The best solution is through legisla-
tion which will stop these activities 

and to protect victims of exploitation 
and trafficking. Those victims deserve 
justice. It is important to increase 
prosecutions to the traffickers, their 
associates and the buyers.”

After she escaped the gang, Wowo-
runtu founded the Astoria-based 
Mentari USA, a non-profit which has 
helped hundreds of victims reinte-
grate into society by offering them 
resources, education and mentoring. 
Human trafficking continues to be the 
fastest growing and the third-largest 
criminal activity in the world.

“This Department of Justice en-
forcement action, long due, represents 
a new era of justice for victims of on-
line sex trafficking,” civil rights at-
torney Carol Robles-Roman said. “As 
a lawyer who has represented persons 
victimized by Backpage, I look forward 
to a thorough federal investigation of 
this alleged criminal activity, and that 
survivors finally have their much de-
served day in court.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Maloney

Continued from Page 5 

IDC
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How to encourage STEM in your middle schooler
Even though many Ameri-

cans understand the impor-
tance of STEM education, chil-
dren in the U.S. continue to 
lose interest in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math 
subjects at young ages.

Not surprisingly, 44 per-
cent of U.S. adults say they 
felt more excited about science 
when they were kids, reports 
the State of Science Index, a 
global study commissioned 
by 3M examining the general 
population’s attitudes toward 
science. Maintaining students’ 
interest in science during the 
middle school years is crucial 
to increasing the likelihood 
they’ll pursue STEM careers. 
That’s important, since stud-
ies show our nation will need 
to produce an additional one 
million STEM workers be-
tween 2012 and 2022 alone.

That said, we’re still not on 
track to meet demand, partly 
because students continue to 
lose interest.

What’s the answer? Creat-
ing a rich culture of STEM 
education in schools requires 
professional development, sug-
gests Cindy Moss, vice presi-

dent of global STEM initiatives 
for curriculum developer Dis-
covery Education. She points 
to research showing teachers 
need 80 hours of cumulative 
targeted professional develop-
ment before effectively teach-
ing STEM-promoting classes.

“Many educators in our 
country believe we need to 
accelerate our approach to 
STEM education,” Moss says. 
“There are three to four mil-
lion STEM job openings in the 
U.S. right now, and companies 
can’t find American work-
ers with the skills they need. 
Fifty percent of everybody’s 
jobs right now are STEM, and 
they’re predicting that in the 
next 10 years about 75 percent 
of all jobs will involve STEM.”

What can parents and edu-
cators do to foster more inter-
est? Consider the following:

* Find role models. If a child 
doesn’t know anyone working 
in STEM, he or she may be 
unable to imagine a career in 
such roles. Introduce him or 
her to people actively working 
in such fields, then encourage 
discussion and/or job shad-

owing. Teachers might bring 
in speakers who can answer 
candid questions about the re-
wards and challenges in their 
fields - including significant 
demand and attractive pay 
scales.

* Seek achievement oppor-
tunities. Introducing children 
to engaging events like the 
annual Discovery Education 
3M Young Scientist Challenge 
may spark their sense of com-
petition and passion for STEM. 
The annual contest, which is 
accepting submissions until 
April 19, invites innovators 
in grades five through eight 
to develop one- to two-minute 
videos describing their ideas 
for creative solutions to tackle 
everyday problems. The top 
10 finalists receive a summer 
mentorship with a 3M scien-
tist, and the winner will re-
ceive $25,000. Last year’s win-
ner, Gitanjali Rao, developed a 
device that measures lead lev-
els in drinking water, inspired 
by the recent water crisis in 
Flint, Michigan.

* Keep participating.  Re-

ducing involvement in your 
child’s daily academics once 
he or she enters middle school 
may backfire. One study shows 
middle schoolers maintain a 
more positive attitude toward 
science when their parents 
continue to display interest. 
The Rao family, for example, 
frequently visits museums and 
holds game nights focusing on 
problem solving. “We encour-
age our children to commu-
nicate their ideas clearly and 
concisely and understand real-
world issues,” notes Bharathi 
Rao, Gitanjali’s mother. “We 
hope we can instill the value 
of compassion while helping 
them understand they have 
the power to create change.”

* Discourage snap deci-
sions. During adolescence, 
Moss notes, kids struggling 
to figure out who they are can 
easily form inaccurate percep-
tions of their academic weak-
nesses. Reassure your child 
one challenging assignment 
or bad grade need not rule out 
a future career. “Kids often 
make up their minds by sixth 
grade whether they’re capable 

of doing science and math,” 
says Moss. “We have definitive 
evidence that by age 6, girls 
have already started to inter-
nalize negative stereotypes 
that science and math are not 
for girls.” In reality, she notes, 
understanding science and 
math simply requires more 
thinking for some people than 
others; it’s not a skill based on 
gender.

According to State of Sci-
ence Index findings, 96 percent 
of U.S. parents want their kids 
to know more about science. 
It’s critical for us to maintain 
interest during the middle 
school years, and according to 
Moss it’s our responsibility to 
help children see the possibili-
ties.

“Kids in fifth through 
eighth grade have a whole lot 
of empathy and really do want 
to make the world a better 
place,” she says. “They have 
the power, but we need to in-
still confidence and give them 
the tools and encouragement 
to pursue STEM.”

— BPT
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E D U C A T I O N  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

NYU School of Professional Studies Division of Applied Undergraduate Studies 
Associates Degrees Offer Affordably Priced Educational Alternatives 

The NYU School of Professional 

Studies Division of Applied 

Undergraduate Studies provides 
undergraduate pathways for students 
who want to pursue their education 
to deepen their knowledge, increase 
their professional expertise, and 
expand their career options.  

Offered at a new reduced tuition 

rate, the Division’s Associates 

Degrees are an innovative option 
if you are considering earning your 
degree at a local community college, 
as they are comparable in price. These 
Associates Degrees are designed for 
students who have earned a high 
school diploma at least one year ago 
(most students entering this program 
are typically 19 years or older). They 
serve as an on-ramp to industry 
or as the first major milestone in 
a student’s college career. Upon 
graduation, the credits students earn 
are transferrable to the Division’s 
Bachelors degree programs, allowing 
them, to seamlessly complete the 
next phase of their education. These 
programs are perfect for students 
who decided to take a break after high 
school or who stopped out of college 
before earning at least 60 transferable 

college credits. 
The NYUSPS Division of Applied 

Undergraduate Studies offers four 
Associates Degrees: the AA in 

Liberal Arts, the AAS in Business, 
the AAS in Health Administration, 
and the AAS in Information 

Systems Management. From day 
one, the professionally oriented 
programs immerse students in  
industry-focused content that 
readies them for the job market 
or for additional studies at the 

baccalaureate level. The Associate of 

Arts in Liberal Arts allows students 
to explore a broad range of subjects 
that will build their critical thinking 
skills, develop invaluable quantitative 
reasoning skills, and ground them in 
history and culture. The Associate 

of Applied Science in Business 

prepares students with quantitative 
reasoning skills in accounting, 
economics, and marketing, while 
building knowledge about different 
economies, cultures, and approaches 

to conducting business globally. The 
Associate of Applied Science in 

Health Administration prepares 
students for roles in managing 
healthcare systems efficiently and 
effectively. The Associate of Applied 

Science in Information Systems 

Management prepares students 
to design, operate, and evaluate 
competitive technology alternatives to 
meet an organization’s needs. 

The NYUSPS Division of Applied 
Undergraduate Studies faculty 
and staff members are committed 
to ensuring student success. 
Professionally credentialed academic 
advisers are dedicated to helping 
students to navigate successfully 
through their educational experience. 
Faculty advisement and tutoring 
services also are available to ensure 
that students are getting the most 
out of their NYUSPS educational 
experience.    

For more information, please 

visit sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/

associates04 or call 212-998-7100. 

Costs to consider when fi nancial aid letter arrives
The last year of high school 

is a whirl of activity, and it’s 
no different when it comes to 
the final leg of college selec-
tion. Once the acceptance no-
tifications arrive, it will soon 
be time to sit down with a dif-
ferent stack of mail: financial 
aid letters.

As you undoubtedly know, 
the cost of college is no small 
investment. In the 2017-18 aca-
demic year, the average tuition 
and fees for four-year public 
colleges is $25,620, while for 
private colleges, the costs are 
$33,520, and public two-year 
colleges cost $3,570, according 
to the College Board.

At the same time, the Col-
lege Board reports that more 
than 70 percent of students 
receive grants to help pay for 
college. Hopefully, those fi-
nancial letters contain some 
good news.

For most families, analyz-
ing the letters is a process of 
uncovering the college that 
can offer the best education 
at the best value for your stu-
dent. One way to get there is to 
parse the details of the letter 
itself so you understand the 

net cost of your student’s edu-
cation. Still, it’s critical to look 
at other factors and opportuni-
ties around higher education 
costs. Taking a deeper look at 
these can help you and your 
student reach the best possible 
decision.

Deciphering free aid vs. 
other options: Take a close 
look at each line in the aid 
column. Key words, such as 
scholarships, grants and fel-
lowships, signal no-strings 
money for school. Work-study 
and student loan packages are 
options that will need students 
to find a job or pay the money 
back.

Cost-of-living expenses: 
Think about those extra costs 
that come up over the weeks 
and months of any college 
year, such as meals, phone, 
transportation and laundry. 
Don’t forget entertainment. 
After all, they’re not going to 
spend all their time studying 
in their dorm room. Does the 
campus and community offer 
plenty of low-cost and no-cost 
attractions and entertainment 
so they can have fun with 
their friends without breaking 

the bank?
Local economy: One thing 

worth considering is the local 
economy of the first-choice 
school, especially if your stu-
dent may want to pick up a 
part-time job along the way. 
Even better, look for local 
employers that are compat-
ible with your child’s career 
goals. An entry-level job at one 
of these workplaces can help 
make ends meet, while making 
your student more marketable 
when it’s time to graduate.

Student achievement: Do 
a little digging on the success 
rate for students and gradu-

ates, so you have an idea on 
whether the school has a high 
job placement rate after gradu-
ation. Know the school’s grad-
uation rate, along with the 
average first-year salary for 
graduates.

Ongoing costs: The finan-
cial aid letter describes the 
student’s first year. As much 
as you can, do some forecast-
ing for the next three to four 
years. It’s especially impor-
tant to understand whether 
awards are renewable, or if 
they’re available only to first-
year students.

Negotiation: If the college 

isn’t coming through with 
enough aid to make college 
affordable for your student 
and family, don’t give up. You 
might be able to negotiate 
more aid. Submit a letter and 
ask for a follow-up appoint-
ment. Be specific about what 
you are requesting, and be 
sure to explain if you have spe-
cific circumstances such as 
medical costs or a job loss that 
may have affected your ability 
to meet the expected family 
contribution.

If you find the amount of 
financial aid provided isn’t 
enough (including the amount 
offered in federal loans), fami-
lies may want to research and 
explore private student loans 
as an option to cover the addi-
tional expenses. Look for com-
petitive interest rates and flex-
ible repayment options that 
match your budget. College 
Ave Student Loans also offers a 
calculator that showcases how 
much families can save with 
various loan options at www.
collegeavestudentloans.com.

— BPT
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WHEN YOU SHOW UP?

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE

CHOOSE FROM PROGRAMS IN:  
Business, Health Administration,  

Information Systems Management, Liberal Arts

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.  ©2018 NYU School of Professional Studies.

You’re full of potential and eager to get ahead, but one thing’s missing 
—your college degree.

Whether you took a break after high school or you stopped out of 
college with less than 60 credits, earning your Associates Degree now 
through the NYU School of Professional Studies Division of Applied 

Undergraduate Studies can change your life!

From the first day you step into our classrooms, you’ll develop 
applicable work-related skills, while building your confidence and 
benefiting from a wealth of university and career development 
resources.

New affordable tuition makes a world-class NYU education attainable.

OPEN HOUSE - Saturday, April 21, 9 a.m.

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS - April 18, 25; May 2, 9  
anytime 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

VIRTUAL INFO. SESSION - Thursday, June 14, 7 p.m.

Register - sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/events04

For information: visit sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/associates04  
or call 212-998-7100 

* Bachelors degree programs available for those who have earned  
60 transferable college credits or more.

High school can be intense, but being a 
student athlete can intensify expectations.

As the start of spring sports approach-
es, the stakes are even higher for your 
student to maintain the success they 
had first semester. There are practices, 
matches and conference finals that have 
to fit in with exams and semester-long 
projects. Being a standout in the class-
room and on the field requires expert-
level planning and execution.

That’s where parents play a huge role 
in helping their teen athletes keep it all 
in balance. Here are four easy tips to help 
you ensure that your teen is ready for a 
great season, on and off the field.

Food: Allison Maurer - a sports dieti-
tian and Gatorade consultant who has 
worked with high school and collegiate 
athletes - says, “The important thing 
to remember is that food is fuel. It gives 
athletes the energy they need to perform 
and also helps them recover. When plan-
ning your athletes’ meals, look for whole 
food sources that provide high-quality 
fats, lean proteins and complex carbo-
hydrates. Talk to your athlete about his 
or her fuel strategy before, during and 
after practices and games, and offer sup-
port by providing healthy, energy rich 
snacks.”

Hydration: When exercising hard, 
the body cools itself through sweat. If 
body mass is reduced by about 2 percent, 
which would be 3 pounds of water weight 
loss in a 150-pound athlete, it can nega-
tively affect performance, according to 
the National Athletic Trainers’ Asso-
ciation’s (NATA) Position Statement on 
Fluid Replacement for Athletes.

“Athletes lose more than water in 
sweat, so it’s important that they take 
their hydration seriously since it can im-
pact performance,” Maurer says. “There 
are a number of products to meet an ath-
lete’s hydration and fueling preferences. 
For those looking for an organic fueling 
option, I recommend G Organic, Gato-

rade’s latest product. It’s made with only 
seven ingredients and provides the same 
hydration benefits that athletes expect 
from Gatorade.”

Rest: Although teens may seem to 
bounce back easily from a night with 
too little rest, the truth is that good sleep 
helps both learning and athletic perfor-
mance. Sleep helps athletes recover, es-
pecially after they’ve pushed their limits 
in an intense workout. Being rested can 
also improve reaction time, as well as 
speed and accuracy. In addition, teens 
with earlier bedtimes had better grades 
than those who stayed up later and slept 
less, according to a study of 3,000 subjects 
cited by the National Sleep Foundation.

Talk about these benefits with your 
athlete, and encourage them to go to 
bed and rise at the same time each day. 
Also, the glowing light of electronic de-
vices can also interfere with sleep. So, 
help your teen come up with a strategy 
to power down an hour or so before bed-
time in order to prepare their minds for 
a night of restorative sleep.

Planning: Schedules have a way 
of colliding, and this especially hap-
pens when a huge test and a game are 
scheduled for the same day. Each week, 
sit down with your student athlete and 
walk through that week’s schedule. Look 
at practices, games, homework assign-
ments and tests, and create a calendar. 
That way, if a midterm and a game take 
place on the same day, he or she can plan 
accordingly. This will help avoid a late-
night, stress-filled cram session that 
will steal from their performance in the 
classroom and on the field.

Life as a student athlete means keep-
ing everything in balance. By focusing 
on the body - from nutrition to time man-
agement - athletes can focus on giving 
their best performance this upcoming 
season.

— BPT

Keep your teen fueled 
with these 4 vital tips
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces the return of Stan Brezenoff, the former deputy mayor under Ed Koch, as the 
interim head of NYCHA during a tour of the Ocean Bayside Apartments in Far Rockaway this week.  

Courtesy of the mayor’s office/Michael Appleton

In Cambria Heights, alumni of Martin Luther King’s college fraternity — Alpha Phi Alpha — hold a 
service in remembrance of his assassination in 1969 — including a recitation of King’s most memo-
rable speech by Franco Harris Jr., the son of one of the organizers.  Photo by Nat Valentine

On the 50th anniversary of the death of Martin Luther King Jr., the Granville T. 
Woods chapter of the Local 3 electrician’s union marches to the union’s head-
quarters on Jewel Avenue in Flushing, part of a longstanding job dispute the 
group has with its union.  Photo by Nat Valentine

The Lewis H. Latimer House Museum in Flushing received $1,000 from the nearby 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Queens to support the museum’s Tinker Lab 
program for children.                                         Courtesy of Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Queens

In Briarwood, not far from a busy auto body shop, the 107th Precinct 
tweets that it was busy this week towing “derelict” cars from the streets 
where parking spaces are dear.  Twitter

The only City Council member to join a City Hall protest last week against the state’s failure to investigate 
the quality of education among Orthodox Jewish religious schools — called yeshivas — was Jackson Heights’ 
Daniel Dromm, a former public school teacher.              Photo by Tequila Minsky
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

As the 1980’s rapper MC Shan once 
put it, the Bridge is where “stars are 
born.” 

Queensbridge, hip-hop’s most sto-
ried housing project, hasn’t produced 
a new generation of famous rappers 
in almost two decades. But back in the 
early 80s, when spunky young teen 
Lolita Shanté Gooden — who called 

herself Roxanne Shanté (pronounced 
‘shan-tay’) — was coming into her own 
and finding herself as a rising hip-hop 
star, the Bridge was revered as the 
heartbeat of the rap universe. 

From this tough insular commu-
nity in Long Island City emerged more 
hip-hop talent throughout the 1980s 
and 1990s than anywhere else in the 
United States. Queensbridge provided 
the inspiration for the iconic sounds 

of legendary rappers like Nas, hip-hop 
duo Mobb Deep, DJ/record producer 
Marley Marl, and many more. When 
Shanté arrived on the scene as the 
most feared battle MC in Queens, her 
male rivals took notice.

Unable to resist the pounding 
street vibe reverberating across 
the Bridge, at age 14 the fierce, po-
nytailed rapper battled her way to 
fame, while hustling to provide for 
her family — she was the oldest of 
four sisters — and trying to defend 
herself on those mean streets from a 
variety of predators.

Before the #MeToo era, many young 
women who faced sexism and oppression 
suffered in silence and kept their griev-
ances to themselves. But Shanté man-
aged to find her voice through rapping. 
She took Queensbridge’s hyper-mas-
culine hip-hop scene by storm and, be-
fore long, her battle cry would be heard 
across its 96 buildings. People knew she 
could rap circles around anybody.  

Back in the day, rapping was like 
social media, and it was how many 

teens connected with their peers. 
Through hip-hop, they’d express raw 
anger, frustration and hopelessness, 
with thumping, confrontational beats 
that mirrored life in the projects. 

Shanté, now 48 and living in New 
Jersey, has recently taken on a new role 
as executive producer for a moving, 
hard-hitting biopic about her humble 
beginnings at Queensbridge, where she 
was raised by a strong, single mother. 
“Roxanne Roxanne” premiered in the-
aters and on Netflix March 23.

The former rapper shared bits and 
pieces from her past during a phone 
interview with TimesLedger Newspa-
pers to talk about the movie. “Roxanne 
Roxanne” stars newcomer Chanté Ad-
ams, who Shanté said “did a wonder-
ful job” and may have been destined 
to play young Roxanne because of her 
name. Oscar and Golden Globe winner 
Mahershala Ali played her older love 
interest, Cross. Nia Long, who plays 
her mother, became a close friend of 
the real life Shanté.

TimesLedger, April 13-19, 2018

BACK IN THE 

Netfl ix biopic centers on hip-hop 
pioneer from Queensbridge

Continued on Page 54

Chanté Adams portrays Roxanne 
Shante opposite Mahershala Ali, 
who stars as Shante’s older love 
interest. Courtesy of Netflix
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Answers in Sports

[title of show] — The 
show follows Hunter, Jeff, 
and their friends on their 
journey through the pains 
and joys, ups and downs, 
and trials and tribulations 
of creating theatre. In the 
span of 90 minutes, they 
write and perform their 
show at the New York 
Musical Festival and learn 
lessons about themselves as 
people, friends, and artists. 
The show is, above all, a 
love letter to the uniquely 
American art form of 
musical theatre.
When: Friday, April 13, and 
Saturday, April 14, at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website:  secrettheatre.
showare.com/
eventperformances.asp?evt=
25&searchdate=04/07/2018&
MonthSubmit=x 

c lo u  d — Meant for an 
intimate audience, this 
evening-length dance 
takes place in an imagined 
room — which is continually 
expanding, contracting, 
shifting directions, refracted 

within the actual room. 
When: Friday, April 13, and 
Saturday, April 14, at 8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.
org/melinda-ring-special-
projects-cloud/

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker. All she can think 
about is her latest scheme to 
become a ballerina. Her mom 
and dad, Queen Patience 
and King Loadsadough, want 
her to focus on her princess 
duties. Luckily, her four 
maids, the Chancellor and 
Lady-in-Waiting are on hand 
to help make her dream 
come true. 
When: Saturday, April 14, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 
for children; $40 for family 
four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Broadway Valentine — 
Nothing displays the glory of 
a Broadway musical quite like 
the exhilaration of romantic 
love. Created exclusively for 
Queens Theatre, Broadway 
Valentine is a jubilant 
celebration of the greatest 
love songs ever written 
performed by real-life couple 
Broadway singers.
When: Saturday, April 14 at 3 
p.m. and 8 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $20 - $30
Contact: (718) 760-0064

Doktor Kaboom’s Look 
Out! Science is Coming! — 
Doktor Kaboom is an over the 
top German physicist with 
a passion for science that 
knows no bounds. Sporting 
chrome goggles, an orange 
lab coat, motorcycle boots, 
and wicked cool hair, Doktor 
Kaboom travels the world, 
thrilling adults and children 
with an explosive comedic 
style that is guaranteed 
to please every crowd. His 
improvisational skill promises 
no two shows will ever be the 
same. Nothing says science 
like KABOOM!
When: Sunday, April 15, at 1 
p.m. and 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $10 - $14
Contact: (718) 760-0064

The Sacred Music Chorale of Richmond Hill
presents

J. Haydn’s 
Oratorio

The Creation
Sunday, April 22, 2018

3:00 pm
Saint John’s Lutheran Church 

86-20 114th Street, Richmond Hill, NY

Admission: $15 Seniors/Students/Advance $12.50 (Children free)

Reception after performance

For info call: (718) 441-8118
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BY MERLE EXIT

The London-based Fashion 
in Film Festival is celebrating 
its 10th anniversary season 
at the Museum of the Moving 
Image.

Exploring the connections 
between fashion and cinema 
throughout history, the two-
week event will run through 
April 22 at MOMI — located 
at 36-01 35th Ave. in Astoria — 
under the theme of “Wearing 
Time: Past, Present, Future 
and Dream.” Period films — 
also known as costume dra-
mas — utilize clothing as a ve-
hicle for representing the time 
period in which they’re set.  

Tom Gunning and Marketa 
Uhlirova are curating the fes-
tival. Uhlirova, a senior re-
search fellow in fashion histo-
ry and theory at Central Saint 
Martins in London, is the co-
founder and director.

“I had been thinking a lot 
about how fashion functions — 
and exists — in time, what kind 
of narratives and concepts of 
time it is connected to: history, 
memory, the present, trans-
formation, future, a sense of 
time passing,” Uhlirova said. 

“The obvious fact that film is 
a time-based medium seemed 
to me to offer much interesting 
nuance in relation to fashion. I 
wanted to have a conversation, 
though, and so I approached 
cinema scholar Tom Gunning, 
who has written some fantas-
tic articles exploring, or at 
least touching on the subject of 
cinema and time.”

Uhlirova said she and Gun-
ning communicated frequent-
ly via FaceTime to prepare for 
the festival. 

“Whenever we could engi-
neer to spend some time togeth-
er and did a lot of talking over 
a period of about a year,” she 
said. “We began to structure 
our thinking into four themes 
— past, present, future and 

dream — and the films that we 
chose for the program helped 
us articulate some of the is-
sues with more precision.”

Uhlirova said that the ideas 
for the event emerged through 
the process of revisiting films. 

“Most of the films we had 
known of, but some came on 
our radar during this jour-
ney,” she said. “That’s what I 

love about curating. It sharp-
ens your focus on a given sub-
ject, and you see things you 
never saw before. “

Probably the most well-
known film being presented 
at the festival is “Barbarella,” 
directed by Roger Vadim and 
starring Jane Fonda.  

Based on Jean-Claude For-
est’s racy comic serial, the film 
details the adventures of a cos-
mic queen in the year 40,000. 
The “space age” costumes 
were designed by Jacques Fon-
teray, with inspiration from 
Paco Rabanne. “Barbarella,” 
which was first released in 
1968, is scheduled for a screen-
ing April 20 at 7 p.m.  

Uhlirova said the film she 
was most excited for during 
the festival is Sergei Para-
janov masterpiece, “The Color 
of Pomegranates,” which will 
be shown April 15 at 5:30 p.m. 
She also cited “Machines,” di-
rected by Dr. Rahul Jain.

“‘Machines’ is a poignant 
exploration of textile produc-
tion and labour abuse in India 
and we have brought together 
a panel that will dissect these 
issues,” she said. The screening 
will take place April 15 at 5 p.m.

Fashion in Film Festival comes to MOMI

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

“The Color of Pomegranates,” an Armenian film about the 18th century troubadour Sayat-Nova, was sup-
pressed by Soviet authorities when it was first released in 1969. Courtesy of Critereon Pictures
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The film’s Queens pre-
miere was “incredible,” 
according to Shanté, who 
said they wanted to make 
it available to people who 
wouldn’t have access to 
the movie. Among the 
attendees were women 
from domestic violence 
and homeless shelters.

“That’s exactly what 
I stand for, what I repre-
sent. And the movie we 
felt, was something they 
needed to see,” Shanté 
said. “It took place in a 
wonderful location, a 
church which had been 
turned into the Jamaica 
Arts Center.”

Shanté said she was 

on set every day during 
filming to make sure the 
movie, which took 28 days 
to shoot at Queensbridge, 
“had the organic feel that 
was needed and that the 
story was told properly.” 

“I had a wonderful 
relationship with the 
old neighborhood, so we 
were able to film there 
without any issues, and 
I still have friends in the 
area,” Shanté said.

Though her mom has 
been living in the south, 
Shanté said they return 
to Queens quite often. 

Her story, as told by 
writer-director Michael 
Larnell, seems to cap-
ture that old school hip-
hop era which helped 
ignite her rocky journey 
to fame as the first com-

mercially successful fe-
male rapper.

“I was a battle rapper 
in the streets, and able to 
actually make a living 
doing that before becom-
ing professional,” Shanté 
said. “I had the title of 
being the best in the city 
in 1983. Usually, people 
from other housing proj-
ects would come. I did 
freestyle, so literally, I 
just rapped about what-
ever was around me.”

In 1984, Shanté start-
ed making her famous 
record, “Roxanne, Rox-
anne.” She continued 
rapping until she was 22. 

Shanté said that 
growing up in the proj-
ects was like growing up 
in any neighborhood.

“It was family ori-

ented. I had a wonderful 
home life with my moth-
er, and when you watch 
the movie, you’ll see that 
we went through trials 
and tribulations, our ups 
and downs, as any family 
does,” she said. “But we 
were able to overcome it.” 

The young rapper’s 
big break came when a 
neighbor who lived on 
her block saw her doing 
laundry and called down 
to her. He happened to 
be DJ Marley Marl. So, 
she laid down a seven-
minute freestyle and 
went right back to doing 
laundry. He then put the 
music together and came 
up with the idea for that 
record. 

Shanté would eventu-
ally take on her battling 

male rivals when she 
recorded “Roxanne’s Re-
venge” at age 14, a defiant 
answer record to hip-hop 
group U.T.F.O.’s LP. 

The original U.T.F.O. 
track — which dissed 
a girl named Roxanne 
for being cold and hard 
to get — ignited the so-
called “Roxanne Wars,” 
a well-known series of 
hip-hop rivalries dur-
ing the mid-1980s. Her 
epic answer record blew 
everyone away, selling 
250,000 copies just in 
New York, it set off a mu-
sical tsunami. 

Sadly, the hip-hop 
sensation had no choice 
but to walk away at the 
height of her career.

In an interview with 
Essence.com, she re-

called that it was easy to 
leave because she wasn’t 
getting compensated. Ap-
parently, her naivety as a 
young teen and a lack of 
support from adults in 
the know, left her vulner-
able and powerless. 

“The film is just the 
beginning of so many 
things to come,” like a 
possible series, accord-
ing to Shanté, who said 
the message she wants 
viewers to take away 
from the film is to “never 
give up on yourself, and 
you can survive any-
thing.”

“Everyone should fol-
low their dreams,” Shan-
té said. “You can be a 
little girl in the projects 
and still be successful in 
life.”

Continued from Page 51 

Roxanne

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you happen to be a 
total sap and a hopeless 
romantic, you’re probably 
thinking, “Even though 
Valentine’s Day has 
passed, it doesn’t mean it 
can’t be Valentine’s Day 
every day!”

The truth is, Cupid 
never takes a break.

So, if you’re in the 
mood for love, why not 
show your romantic side 
and bring that special 
someone to Queens The-
atre Saturday, as you 
celebrate spring Queens-
style? 

Get swept off your 
feet, forget your troubles 
and escape reality with 
“Broadway Valentine,” a 
magical concert-style re-
vue produced and hosted 
by Stephen DeAngelis, 
and created exclusively 
for Queens Theatre.

Hum or sing along 
with a stellar cast, which 
includes three real-life 
couples who are Broadway 
actors, as they perform 
some of Broadway’s most 
memorable love songs, 
peppered with humorous 
and heartfelt personal 
stories, and followed by a 
lively question and answer 
session with the audience. 
After a water main break 
forced its cancellation in 
March, the show was been 
rescheduled for April 14 
at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. Tick-
ets are still available to 
see the talented Broad-
way couples, including: 
Tony Award-nominee 

Erin Dilly (“A Christmas 
Story,” “Into the Woods,” 
“Follies”) and Stephen 
Buntrock (“Beauty and 
the Beast,” “The Phantom 
of the Opera,” “Les Mis-
erables”);  Zachary Prince 
(“Honeymoon in Vegas,” 
“On a Clear Day You Can 
See Forever,” “Baby It’s 
You!”) and two-time Tony 
and Drama Desk nomi-
nee Brandon Uranowitz 
(“Falsettos,” “An Ameri-
can in Paris,” “Prince of 
Broadway”);  Alysha Um-
phress (“On the Town,” 
“American Idiot,” “Bring 
It On”) and Cody Williams 
(“Charlie and the Choco-
late Factory,” “On the 
Town,” “Cinderella”).

Brooklynites Uranow-
itz and Prince, who have 
been together for seven 
years, are replacing origi-
nal cast members Kyle 
Dean Massey and Taylor 
Frey after Massey was 
offered a Broadway role 
and had to drop out for 
rehearsals. Uranowitz 
and Prince met doing the 
Broadway show “Baby 
It’s You!,” and said they’re 
both looking forward to 
singing selections from 
shows and roles they’ve 
done on Broadway, Off-
Broadway, and in cabarets 
in the city.

“We get to perform 
together so rarely that 
any opportunity is al-
ways a joy,” said Prince, 
who co-parents two gol-
dendoodle dogs — Bes-
sie and Winnie — with 
his partner. “It’s very 
special to get to connect 

with the person you love 
most, doing what you 
both love and sharing 
that with an audience. 
We are excited to per-
form at the Queens The-
atre because Queens is 
such an integral part of 
the city, with so many of 
our best Broadway per-
formers living there, and 
the theater is an institu-
tion that has provided 
arts and entertainment 
to the community for 
decades. We are thrilled 
to collaborate with them 
and bring some more at-
tention to the important 
work they do there.”

According to both ac-
tors, working with the 
other Broadway couples 
“has been a dream.” 

“Alysha and Cody are 
two of our dearest friends, 
so it’s always a pleasure 
to perform with them,” 
Prince said. “They’re im-
mensely respected in the 
industry, not to mention a 
total hoot.”

And talking about 
friends, it turns out that 
Prince and his partner 
have many actor friends 
living here in Queens. 

Both performers agree 
that “Stephen (DeAnge-
lis) put together the per-
fect group!” and that the 
Broadway Valentine con-
certs will be just as fun for 
the audience as they are 
for them. 

Tickets are still avail-
able for $20 and can be 
purchased by visiting 
queenstheatre.org or by 
calling (718) 760-0064.

‘Broadway Valentine’ comes to Queens Theatre

Two-time Tony and Drama Desk nominee Brandon Uranowitz (r.) and his partner Zachary 
Prince are new to the “Broadway Valentine” cast. They are replacing Kyle Dean Massey 
and Taylor Frey. Courtesy of Brandon Uranowitz and Zachary Prince
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Coming June – November ...Coming June – November ...

Ridgewood Youth Farm MarketRidgewood Youth Farm Market
(at Myrtle & Cypress Avenues)(at Myrtle & Cypress Avenues)

Every Saturday July - November • 8 am - 4 pmEvery Saturday July - November • 8 am - 4 pm

Myrtle AvenueMyrtle Avenue
Fall Street FestivalFall Street Festival

(from Wyckoff Ave. to Forest Ave.)(from Wyckoff Ave. to Forest Ave.)
Sunday, September 23rd • 12 - 6 pmSunday, September 23rd • 12 - 6 pm

Make Music New YorkMake Music New York
Thursday, June 21st • 12 - 6 pmThursday, June 21st • 12 - 6 pm

Seneca/Catalpa AvenueSeneca/ C atalpa Avenue 
Weekend WalkWeekend Walk

Saturday, Oct. 13th • 12 - 5 pmSaturday, Oct. 13th • 12 - 5 pm
Small Business SaturdaySmall Business Saturday

November 24thNovember 24th

Sun., April  15 thSun., April  15 th

12pm - 6pm12pm - 6pm

Vintage Buses 
In Cooperation  w ith 

MTA/NYTC
12  p m - 6  p m

 SHOP 
 MYRTLE 
 AVENUE

 Wyckoff Ave. to Stephen St.

MYRTLE AVENUEMYRTLE AVENUEMYRTLE AVENUE
FOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUEFOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUEFOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUE

 INTERNATIONAL 
 FOODS

 &
 ENTERTAINMENT

 OVER 
 200
 MERCHANTS 
 & VENDORS

 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

 RIDGEWOOD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION RIDGEWOOD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Wyckoff Ave. to Forest Ave.
Myrtle Ave. between 

Forest & Onderdonk Aves.

 Children’s Rides
 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

CORPORATE SPONSORS:
Queens’ Largest Weekly Community Newspaper Group

CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS (646) 230-0489
“QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY”

 Visit the Ridgewood website: www.Ridgewood-NY.com
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
April 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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BY MERLE ECIT

Flushing Town Hall will play 
host to a dynamic perofrmance 
as the Nai-Ni Chen Dance Com-
pany returns to perform Sun-
day, April 15, at 1 p.m.

Collaborating with Queens 
College Dance Program, the 
company will present a lineup 
for CrossCurrent V, featuring 
an upcoming work by Yin Mei, 
the coordinator of the program. 
The dance will incorporate pro-
jection and visual art. Mei will 
be performing her new work in 
progress, titled Rhetorical Act.

Mei is a director, choreogra-
pher and visual artist known for 
creating dance theater works 
that bridge geographic, techno-
logical, artistic and cultural dif-
ferences by presenting a unique 
brand of theatrical imagina-
tion. She is currently at work on 
a dance theater program join-
ing themes that stem from The 
Peony Pavilion, culled from her 
own experiences growing up in 
China as a young dancer.

The hour-long program also 
includes choreographer-dancer 
Huiwang Zhang, and some new 
works of Nai-Ni Chen.  

Zhang, a dancer, choreogra-
pher, and screen dance artist, 

is also a current member of the 
Bill T. Jones/Annie Zane Com-
pany. His work has been pre-
sented at the Beijing Dance Fes-
tival (2016) and 12 Minutes Max 
in Salt Lake City (2017).

Zhang also incorporated ed-

ited film excerpts taken from 
Joris Lvens, Jan Svankmajer 
and CCTV in his new work, ti-
tled  “About petroleum: Chinese 
socialism and the postmodern 
agenda.”

Executive Director Andrew 

Chiang, along with Chen, co-
founded the dance company in 
1988. Chen came to the United 
States from Taiwan more than 
30 years ago to obtain her mas-
ter’s degree here in New York.

“I was so excited about the 

dancing in New York that I de-
cided to stay rather than teach 
in Taiwan,” she said.

Chiang spoke to Chen about 
her success in dancing, at which 
point they decided to form the 
company where Chen would 
both dance and choreograph.  

“We are excited to see these 
amazing dance artists that 
are rising in Queens, and we 
feel that Flushing Town Hall 
should be a place where they 
can feel at home,” said Ellen 
Kodadek, the executive and 
artistic director of Flushing 
Town Hall.

For the entire company, the 
ability to collaborate with fel-
low creative artists makes this 
event so satisfying. 

“We are especially delighted 
to work with excellent artists 
of this caliber because it repre-
sents the quality and passion im-
migrant artists can bring to our 
community, through contempo-
rary dance.  This is the reason 
we established CrossCurrent 
dance series,” Chen said.

A panel discussion moder-
ated by Kodedak will follow the 
one-hour performance, which is 
set to kick off at 2 p.m. Flushing 
Town Hall is located at 137-35 
Northern Blvd.

Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company takes the stage

The Nai-Ni Chen Dance company returns to Flushing Town Hall for a fourth year this weekend. 
Photo by Lichung Zhang

ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY!

Ira & Isabella’s Jewish Italian Wedding

“Dysfunction and 
chaos at its best!”

Friday, May 4
7:30 pm

For Tickets or Information:

1-888-97-LAUGH (52844)
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

April 13, 2018

By Ed Canty

In a Fowl Mood
Across
1. Gentle one
5. Andretti, for one
10. Cross words
14. Curved molding
15. Bugs Bunny 
voicer Mel
16. Theater award
17. Stroll like Donald?
20. Give the slip
21. Partner of void
22. Maiden name 
preceder
23. Let go
26. Jabbed in the ribs
28. Pulitzer Prize 
category
30. Politician's 
promise, perhaps
33. Jackie's O
36. Gambling 
mecca
38. Furlough
39. Old-timer, 
perhaps
43. ___ firma
44. Metric system 
prefix
45. Get into a stew?
46. Asimov and 
Newton
48. Skywalker and 
Russert
51. Giving the 
onceover
53. Validate again, 
perhap
57. Pipe joint
59. All alternative
61. "You've got 
mail" hearer

62. Giving up 
suddenly
66. Tiny bit
67. ___ Alert
68. Greet the judge
69. Put one's foot 
down
70. Minute
71. Prophet

Down
1. Decrease
2. Tequila plant
3. Hero's reward
4. Put in the bunk
5. Brit. honorary 
initials
6. Pledge of 
Allegiance ender
7. Drops from the sky
8. Replenish the 
stamp pad

9. Spotted animal
10. Part of P.S.T.: 
Abbr.
11. Rich dessert
12. Suffix with 
appear and disturb
13. Kindergartener
18. Shakespearean 
king
19. Acid neutralizer
24. Hindu wrap
25. Alter
27. Business V.I.P.
29. Broadway backer
31. Eye part
32. Fair sight
33. Start to freeze?
34. Anonymous 
Richard and
Jane
35. Exodus 
participant

37. Happen
40. Use a rosary
41. Kind of form
42. Snap request?
47. Ski resort 
vehicle
49. Jacob's twin
50. UConn home
52. Fairy tale figure
54. Boozer
55. Reagan attorney 
general
56. Snoop
57. Sponsorship: 
var.
58. Hot stuff
60. Hamburg's river
63. Catch a few Z's
64. Room with an 
easy chair
65. Strive

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS
T O T E M A L A D U M P
I V O R Y R A D A R H O E
P A R R O T T C A K E A B A
S L E E P S E R A S M U S

D I A L R E A L
A R C A R E A S E D D A
M A R C S A L T D R U N K
O D O R N O R A C N E
K I W I S T H E N S K I P

I S N T O A S I S S E T
A G E D S E C T

S P E A R E D C O E R C E
T E A D O V E L E T T E R S
O A R S P I C E C R E E P
O T T S L O E H A L E Y

FILM

Holy Motors — Director Leos 
Carax’s bizarre drama follows 
its protagonist, Mr. Oscar, 
through a single workday in 
Paris. As he is ferried around 
by chauffeur from one 
“appointment” to another, he 
undergoes a series of radical 
transformations, his white 
stretch limousine becoming 
a dressing room where new 
costumes and makeup are 
applied. A meditation on the 
manufacture of identity in an 
age of modern media, each 
costume triggers a different 
scenario, from the abject, to the 
sentimental, to the horrifi c.
When: Friday, April 13, at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Big Hero 6 —  Based on the 
Marvel comic book, “Big Hero 6” 
centers around Hiro, a teenage 

genius inventor who is mourning 
the loss of his older brother with 
the help of Baymax, an infl atable 
robot designed to heal people. 
When Hiro discovers one of his 
robotic creations is being used 
for evil, he turns his friends 
into the Big Hero 6, high-tech 
superheroes, so they can search 
for the masked villain and help 
save their city.
When: Saturday, April 14, and 
Sunday, April 15, at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Green Neighborhood 
Bayside — Volunteer with 
the Stewardship Team to 
protect natural areas in the 
Bayside Green Neighborhood. 
Volunteers will learn how to 
identify and safely remove 
invasive plants to help 
protect the forest and create 

a healthier ecosystem.
When: Saturday, April 14, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 392-5232 

E-Waste Event — State Sen. 
Leroy Comrie’s offi ce, in 
collaboration with the Lower 
East Side Ecology Center and 
community partners, offers 
free collections of electronic 
waste. Bring working or non-
working computers, monitors, 
printers, scanners, keyboards, 
mice, cables, TVs, VCRs, 
DVD players, phones, audio 
equipment, cell phones and 
PDAs to this rain or shine event.
When: Saturday, April 14, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Springfi eld Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 464-9700

Queens Jazz Overground 
Jazz Fest — The Queens Jazz 
Overground, a collective that 
promotes jazz performance 
and education, presents its 
annual Jazz Fest, a daylong 
series of jazz workshops and 
performances.
When: Saturday, April 14, 
from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222

Murder Mystery Dinner 

— Stop by the Bayside 
Historical Society for a 
dangerously delicious dinner. 
The Murder Mystery evening 
will feature live actors and 
audience participation, and 
a menu of appetizers, main 
course, dessert and wine.
When: Saturday, April 14, 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Bayside Historical 
Society, 208 Totten Ave.
Cost: $80; $75 for BHS 
members
Contact: (718) 352-1548

Spring Street Festival — 
The Myrtle Avenue Business 

Improvement District, in 
conjunction with Clearview 
Festival Productions, will 
sponsor its annual Myrtle 
Avenue Spring Street Festival. 
The event will feature over 200 
merchant and vendor displays, 
children’s rides, game booths, 
food, entertainment, health 
providers and other local non-
profi t and civic organizations. 
Vintage buses will be provided 
in cooperation with the MTA/
NCT.
When: Sunday, April 15, from 
12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Myrtle Avenue from 
Wyckoff Avenue to Forest 

Avenue
Contact: (718) 366-3806

Edmar Castaneda Quartet 
— Acclaimed jazz musicians 
Edmar Castaneda and 
Gregorie Maret will perform 
Harp vs. Harp — a concert 
that features the striking 
combination of harp and 
harmonica. 
When: Sunday, April 15, at 
3 p.m.
Where: Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts at Queens College
Cost: $25-$40
Contact: (718) 793-8080

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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Mother’s Day Brunch Buffet
COME ENJOY A FANTASTIC & DELECTABLE BRUNCH BUFFET 

STARRING ALL OF YOUR BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 
FAVORITES & MUCH MORE! 

 THIS BRUNCH INCLUDES:
Delicious Breakfast Items

Made To Order Omelet Station
Assorted Baked Breads & Pastries

Fresh Salads 
Gourmet Main Dishes 

Succulent Carving Station
Tasty Sides

Sweet Desserts
Soft Drinks &Juices 

Regular & Decaffeinated Coffee & Tea

FREE PARKING & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Mother’s Day 5/13
12:00 - 2:00PM (RESERVATION REQUIRED)

$45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY - KIDS UNDER 10 YRS, HALF PRICE
Price includes 1 alcoholic house beverage. Menu subject to change without notice.

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst

For reservations or more information call 718.457.6300 Ext.4939

JOIN US ON 
Father’s Day, Sunday 6/17
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Sunday, May 13th, 2018   Seatings at:  1:00pm & 4:00pm

UPON ARRIVAL: TUSCAN ANTIPASTO TABLE 
Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Red Peppers 
Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata / Fresh Housemade Focaccia

Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina / Olive Medley / Bruschetta / Crostini
Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella / Cannellini Bean Salad 

 YOUR BUFFET STARTS WITH
Fresh Garden salad Cucumbers / Tomato / Balsamic

Baby Arugula Salad roasted yellow peppers / citrus vinaigrette
Ceasar Salad / romaine / shaved parmigiano / croutons
housemade Focaccia bread/ butter / Hot Dinner Rolls

COLD SEAFOOD DISPLAY
Shrimp Cocktail // horseradish sauce

Smoked Salmon // capers, red onions, scallions
Venetian Seafood Salad // calamari, bay scallops, citrus, parsley

CARVING STATION, *** gravies / sauces / condiments
Herb roasted Tri Tip Steak ‘au jus’ & Slow Roasted Turkey Breast   

BUFFET
Filet of Sole ‘Livornese’ / olives, capers, spicy pomodoro

Chicken Marsala / Mushrooms & Rosemary
Penne Alla Vodka / Roast Shallots, Cream & Tomato

Cavatelli Bolognese / classic meat sauce
Baked Eggplant Rotolo / Ricotta, Mozzarella & Pomodoro

Herb Roasted Yukon Gold Potatoes // SPRING Vegetables 

‘DOLCI PER LA MAMMA’ DESSERT TABLE
Cannoli / Brownies / Pastries / Chocolate Fondue / Coconut Chocolate Mousse/ Strawberry Shortcake

HOUSE BAKED COOKIES & BISCOTTI & FRESH FRUIT

Adults : $5995 per person +sales tax // Children (12 yrs and under) : $3500 per child + tax
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS:  718-224-8787

DOUGLASTON MANOR
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston

Happy Mother’s Day
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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Former New York State 
Chief Judge Jonathan Lipp-
man, who is chairman of the 
Independent Commission, 
said although there have been 
significant improvements in 
the last year, that is no reason 
to be complacent.

“Despite this progress, 
there is still much work to be 
done,” he said. “The people af-
fected by our criminal justice 
system are overwhelmingly 
black and Latino, and the nine 
deteriorating and dysfunc-
tional jails on Rikers remain 
a stain on our city, leaving a 
permanent mark on everyone 
they touch. That’s why it’s im-
perative that we not rest on 
our laurels, but build on this 
momentum for closure. By 
the time the mayor and the 
City Council speaker leave 
office, progress should be ir-
reversible.”

The commission, which 
called the jails on Rikers “bru-
tal and obsolete,” said that to 
complete a more humane bor-
ough system by 2024, the city 
must continue to cut the num-
ber of people in jail and make 
significant strides in the con-
struction of smaller, modern 
facilities in the five boroughs. 
According to the commission, 
by the end of de Blasio’s sec-
ond term, construction on at 

least two sites should be well 
underway, with design and 
possibly construction in prog-
ress in the others. 

The report said transition-
ing to a borough-based jail 
system promotes safety, suc-
cessful re-entry into society, 
and better access to courts 
and family members. The 
report also claims that with 
design-build authorization 
from the state government 
and continued focus from 
city government, the commis-
sion projects that a modern, 
borough-based system could 
be constructed in six years. 
This new timeline would lead 
to $700 million in cost sav-
ings compared to the initial 
projections, which was an up-
front cost of $10.62 billion. 

The commission said Alba-
ny needs to step up and pass 
legislation on a state level to 
limit the use of cash bail. Bail 
reform legislation that would 
have limited the use of cash 
bail was not included in the 
2019 state budget, or reforms 
in the areas of discovery, 
speedy trial, and parole, the 
report said. The commission 
noted that if Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and Legislature can 
enact these reforms by the 
end of session, it could have 
a meaningful impact on im-
proving criminal justice and 
accelerating the time line for 
closing Rikers.

The report also recom-
mended community engage-

ment in the design process for 
the borough-based facilities 
and redesigning the infra-
structure on Rikers Island to 
be potentially used for expan-
sion of LaGuardia Airport.  It 
also suggested interim uses 
as the jails are phased out, 
such as developing the solar, 
energy storage, and compost-
ing facilities that are neces-
sary for the city to meet its 
ambitious clean energy and 
zero waste goals.

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), who serves 
as chairman of the Commit-
tee on the Justice System, 
said this plan can work, but 
only if de Blasio commits to 
expanding supervised re-
lease, improving the mechan-
ics of paying bail, and invest-
ing in the criminal justice 
reforms proposed by both 
public defenders and district 
attorneys.

“As the report spells out, 
too many people are needless-
ly run through our court sys-
tem, predominantly brown 
and black New Yorkers; too 
many people are stuck on Rik-
ers, solely because they are 
too poor to pay bail or cannot 
pay bail in a timely manner; 
and too many people are left 
waiting to have their day in 
Court,” he said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

something, ” he said. “Is it 
criminal intent to rob someone 
as opposed to someone who 
walks in randomly to shoot 
everyone in front of them be-
cause of angst? We don’t know 
what is driving that. What 
I’m suggesting is putting that 
aside and reducing access to 
weapons to everyone, which 
reduces the ability of someone 
who has that cognitive prob-
lem to also not get a weapon to 
do what they want to do.” 

Another attendee suggest-
ed that the gun control issue 
could be moved along if there 
were annual inspections.

“If you do have a gun nut 
who has some weird plan, he 
is not going to bring his gun 
to an annual inspection,” he 
said. “If you have to bring 
your car to an annual inspec-
tion, you should be able to 
bring your gun to be inspect-
ed, too.”

He also suggested a law 
that encourages whistleblow-
ing without fear of retalia-
tion. 

“There is a problem where 
sometimes if people see some-

thing,  people don’t say some-
thing, whether it’s because 
someone is afraid of getting 
fired or getting sued,” he 
said. “So I think we have to 
have reform on that so people 
aren’t afraid.”

Crowley said that he made 
some provocative but reason-
able points. 

“There needs to be a way 
in terms of the right of in-
dividuals,” Crowley said. 
“Whistleblower laws or Good 
Samaritan laws, there is a bal-
ance we have to find. There 
has to be appropriate chains 
that people can work through 
in place of employment where 
things will be kept confiden-
tial.” 

Crowley said that he be-
lieves the broader gun issue 
is about easy access. He men-
tioned U.S. Rep. Robin Kelly 
(D), who represents the south 
side of Chicago. She has been 
vocal about the high rate 
of gun violence that affects 
mostly blacks and Latinos in 
her state and other urban ar-
eas.   Crowley said one thing 
that frustrates him is that 
certain kinds of gun violence 
seem to be ignored, but he 
said it’s all part of the access 
issue, particularly in cases 
involving handguns.

ment. The city of New York 
has never ever made such an 
investment before in public 
housing.”

He said one of the main 
reasons so many investments 
were made was because of 
Olatoyez.

“We had a leader at NYCHA 
who had a plan and vision for 
how to move the agency for-
ward,” he said. “From the 
beginning, Olatoye did not 
say this is an insurmountable 
problem, this is too tough a job, 
this is going to be difficult. She 
didn’t say it’s a dangerous mis-
sion — therefore I’m not will-
ing to on it.”

Olatoye said her decision to 
step down was because she felt 
she did all she could and was 
ready to move forward. 

“It’s been an honor to serve 
the one in 14 New Yorkers who 
call public housing home,” she 
said. “I leave this role secure in 
the knowledge that we created 
a path for a stronger and safer 
NYCHA in the years ahead as 
the de Blasio Administration 
moves forward.”

De Blasio called Olatoye’s 
replacement “one of the great 
public servants in the last gen-

eration in this City” 
Brezenoff has served as 

first deputy mayor, the head of 
Port Authority and at Health 
and Hospitals.

“This is one of the 
toughest jobs in America,” 
he said. “Under Mayor de 
Blasio and Olatoye, NYCHA 
has faced down enormous 
challenges, launched an 
enormous turnaround ef-
fort and improved the lives 
of residents. I’m committed 
to working with residents, 
finding new solutions and 
making progress that peo-
ple will see and feel in their 
communities.”

When asked about the lead 
paint controversy, De blasio 
said Olatoye and his admin-
istration did everything they 
could and blamed the previous 
Bloomberg administration.

“My regret is that people 
who had been a part of NY-
CHA for a long time did not 
share the information they 
should,” he said. “ If we had 
been given any indication that 
the inspections were not done 
the way they were supposed to 
have been done, that they had 
stopped during the previous 
administration we would have 
acted on it immediately.”

 He said there is no question 
that had they known we would 
have acted.

and my endorsement stands be-
cause Jessica Ramos will make 
a great Senator and no deal 
will change that,” he said. City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer is 
standing by his Ramos endorse-
ment 110 percent, according to 
his staff.

“In the end it’s not the en-
dorsements, it’s the voters who 
will determine who receives 
their votes,” Peralta said. “The 
main argument you hear is ‘I’m 
running against so and so be-
cause he’s part of the IDC and 
he’s not a mainline Democrat’ 
but it’s over now. It’s done. Now 
why are you running again?”

Ramos took umbrage with 
that and predicted Peralta 
would have a harder time than 
he thinks making amends to 
those constituents who protest-
ed against his switch to the IDC 
14 months ago.

“It’s very disheartening to 
hear, it sounds like there is no 
remorse and he’s completely 
out of touch with the people he’s 

hurt,” Ramos said. “Being a 
Democrat isn’t about checking 
a box on your voter registra-
tion card. Being a Democrat is 
standing up for a certain value 
set and fighting for the working 
people and the poor. That actu-
ally makes me sad.”

Peralta appeared with his 
old political foe, Hiram Montser-
rate, at last Saturday’s meeting 
of the East Elmhurst Corona 
Democratic Club and last month 
he appeared at a meeting of the 
New Visions Democratic Club, 
the same organization that can-
celled his membership when 
Peralta joined the IDC.

“Senator Peralta’s efforts are 
too little, too late at this point,” 
New Visions President Shekar 
Krishnan said. “What he should 
be doing, should be focusing on 
is addressing the community, 
his constituents, and club mem-
bers who feel betrayed by his 
decision to join the IDC in the 
first place. If he comes to a club 
meeting again, we will call him 
up to do just that.”

Peralta says he has already 
reached out to some constitu-
ents who “voiced their concerns 
when I joined the IDC.” He also 

points to the hundreds of mil-
lions he was able to allocate for 
school extensions in his district 
during his 14 months with the 
IDC as well as nearly $15 mil-
lion for an immigrant defense 
fund and another $7 million 
each year for non-profits in his 
district.

“My constituents have be-
come extended family to me 
 during the last eight years 
in the Senate and before that 
there was eight years in the As-
sembly,” Peralta said. “I made 
this move, I knew I was going 
to take a hit and now we’re all 
together trying to get to the 
majority. Nothing compares 
to when I voted for marriage 
equality in 2011. My own priest 
didn’t want me to come to my 
church and the whole con-
gregation was looking at me 
sideways. I believed we were 
ahead of the curve, we were go-
ing to be right and the country 
would follow. I took a beating 
from the Catholic Church for 
several years over that vote. 
The church realized with time 
that it is now the law of the 
land and people have learned 
to accept that over time.”

Continued from Page 5 

Peralta
Continued from Page 4 

NYCHA

Continued from Page 4 

Crowley

Continued from Page 5 

Rikers



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 13–19, 2018 63  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Sports

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

The new-look Mets may be 
here to stay. 

The team has thrived un-
der first-year manager Mick-
ey Callaway, opening the sea-
son with a 9-1 record through 
the season’s first 10 games. 
But is their hot start for real? 
Can they keep it up?

Let’s take a closer look and 
see if New York can stay atop 
the National League East.

The Mets took two of three 
from the St. Louis Cardinals 
to start the year before win-
ning five straight games 
against NL East opponents, 

including a three-game 
sweep on the road against the 
Washington Nationals. The 
team has used a nice blend 
of strong pitching and timely 
hitting to get off to such a fast 
start. There’s reason to be-
lieve the club could be even 
better.

Opening Day starter Noah 
Syndergaard is currently 
ranked second-to-last on the 
team with a 3.94 ERA through 
16 innings in three starts. 
Yes, he has struck out 22 bat-
ters in those two innings, 

While Noah Syndergaard has not had his best stuff early this season, 
Jacob deGrom has more than picked up the slack. AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

After a 6-2 start, the St. 
John’s men’s lacrosse team 
has dropped three consecu-
tive games, including a closely 
contested 11-10 overtime loss 
at home to Marquette last Fri-
day. 

The Johhnies (6-5, 0-2 Big 
East) battled hard in overtime, 
but John Wagner found the 
back of the net with 32.9 sec-
onds left in the extra session to 
clinch the victory for the Gold-
en Eagles (5-4, 2-1 Big East) 
and hand the Red Storm their 
first home loss of the season. 
The goal was Wagner’s third 
of the game and also his third 
overtime goal this season.

The match marked the first 
overtime game at DaSilva Me-
morial Field since March 3, 
2015, which St. John’s also lost, 
11-10, to Yale. 

Despite the defeat, the Red 
Storm received a balanced 
performance on both ends of 
the field. 

Senior Jason DeBenedictis 
scored three goals — all in the 
second half — which marks 
the sixth time this season he 
has scored at least three in a 
game. 

Senior Corey Haynes also 
found the net multiple times, 
scoring a pair of goals for his 
second multi-goal game of the 
season. He also tallied two as-
sists in the loss. 

Colin Duffy, whose nine-
game point streak had just 
come to an end, responded 

with two goals and an assist. 
He scored the Johnnies’ first 
and last goal of the game, 
which marks the ninth time 
this season he has recorded at 
least two points.

Sophomore Joe Madsen 
found the back of the net twice 
on six shots on goal. Dating 
back to last season, he has 

now scored in 16 consecutive 
games. 

Fellow sophomore Mike 
Madsen added one goal on a 
game-high nine shots. He also 
tallied an assist. 

Despite turning the ball 
over three times as much as 
the Johnnies did (15 to 5), the 

Senior Jason DeBenedictis led St. John’s with three goals in the Johnnies’ 
loss to Marquette.  Photo by Bruce Adler

Continued on Page 64Continued on Page 64

Can the Mets continue 
their red-hot start?

Johnnies fall in OT
St. John’s men’s lacrosse drops first home game

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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CALL TODAY! 844-621-4863

SWITCH TO DISH & GET:

$50
Gift Card!

(Courtesy of Satellite Deals)

FREE
Premium Channels!

for 3 mos.

FREE
Installation!

(up to 6 rooms)

EXPIRES SOON:

but he’s already allowed two 
home runs and opponents 
are batting .242 against the 
flame-throwing righty. Syn-
dergaard has not been at his 
best, yet the Mets managed to 
all three of his starts, which 
bodes well for the team mov-
ing forward.

While Syndergaard has 
struggled, Jacob deGrom has 
more than picked up the slack. 
The 29-year-old righty has 
won two of his three starts, 
pitching to a 3.06 ERA in 17.2 
innings to start the year. Matt 
Harvey (3.60 ERA) and Steven 
Matz (3.00 ERA) have also 
shown promise thus far.

The Mets’ bullpen has al-
ready emerged as a weapon. 
The combination of Jerry 
Blevins, Jeurys Familia, Seth 
Lugo and A.J. Ramos have 
been dominant to start the 
season. The fearsome four-
some has yet to allow a run, 
surrendering just seven hits 
and 12 walks, while striking 
out 22 batters in 21 innings. 

The rest of the Mets’ pitch-
ing staff  — both the starters 
and relievers — has been ter-
rific, as everyone but Syn-

dergaard and Jacob Rhame 
has an ERA of 3.86 or better 
through the season’s first 10 
games.

Not to be outdone, the 
Mets’ offense has also proven 
to be a force to be reckoned 
with to start the season. 
Yoenis Cespedes leads the 
club with three home runs 
and 10 RBI, while Jay Bruce, 
Travis d’Arnaud and Adrian 
Gonzalez have each gone deep 
once. Asdrubal Cabrera has 
also homered three times.

Michael Conforto, who 
just returned from a shoul-
der injury that dates back to 
last season, has also slugged 
a home run and boasts a .476 
on-base percentage through 
his first five games back in 
action. 

Brandon Nimmo 
(.333/.600/.444) and Juan 

Lagares (.412/.421/.412) have 
formed an extraordinary pla-
toon thus far, though Nimmo 
was recently sent down to Tri-
ple-A after Conforto’s return. 

All of these numbers — 
for both pitchers and hit-
ters — are to be taken with 
a grain of salt. It has, after 
all, only been 10 games  and 
it’s impossible to keep up 
this pace for the duration 
of the season. But the Mets 
are trending in the right 
direction, using a solid ro-
tation, reliable bullpen and 
deep lineup to outplay their 
opponents and climb to the 
top of the National League 
East. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at 
zgewelb@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4539.

Golden Eagles were able to 
outshoot St. John’s 40-35, only 
the second time this season 
the Red Storm conceeded 40 
shots. 

While the Johnnies put the 
ball on net more than Mar-
quette with 26 shots on goal 
to 22, Marquette goalie Cole 
Blazer bested his St. John’s 
counterpart Matt Hanley in 
net with 16 saves on 26 shots. 
Hanley was still sharp be-
tween the pipes for St. John’s, 
recording 11 saves on 22 shots 
on goal. He has posted at least 
10 saves in seven of 11 games 
this season. Blazer shined in 
overtime, however, making a 
key save down the stretch that 
led to Wagner’s game-winning 
score. 

The Golden Eagles’ offense 
was led by Jack Zerrillo, who 
matched Wagner with three 
goals on the day. 

Marquette opened the scor-
ing when Connor McClelland 
tallied his 10th goal of the 
season at the 13:41 mark of the 
first period to give the Golden 
Eagles a 1-0 lead. The John-
nies’ evened the score at the 
10:09 mark and the teams trad-

ed goals later in the period, 
making the score 2-2 heading 
into the second. 

The teams again traded 
goals early in the second stan-
za, but Marquette tallied three 
consecutive scores to take a 6-3 
lead into the third period. 

St. John’s rallied for five 
scores in the third, while lim-
iting the Golden Eagles to just 
two goals in the period, which 
left the score tied heading into 
the fourth. 

Each team scored twice in 
the final regulation period. 
St. John’s scored the first two 
goals of the stanza, but two 
clutch goals — one from Zer-
rillo and one from McClelland 
— allowed the Golden Eagles 
to tie the score. Both teams had 
opportunities to take the lead 
late in the period, but stellar 
goaltending from both sides 
sent the game into overtime, 
setting up Wagner’s heroics. 

St. John’s will hit the road 
for the final time in the regu-
lar season Saturday with a vis-
it to the Mile High City against 
Denver. The game is set to be-
gin at 3 p.m. at Peter Barton 
Lacrosse Stadium.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at 
zgewelb@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4539.

Continued from Page 63 

St. John’s
Continued from Page 63 

Mets
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letter to Mark McWatters, 
the chairman of the NCUA. 
In his letter he said most 
medallion owners are re-
sponsible and willing to pay, 
but the unfair high interest 
rates and the decrease in in-
come as a result of new com-
petition from Uber and Lyft 
are making it more difficult 
at this time. Beier attrib-
uted the stress of mounting 
financial troubles to the 
suicide of a Fresh Meadows 
taxi driver.  

“This tragedy comes as 
Melrose has increasingly 
targeted taxi drivers who 
are struggling to pay their 
debt,” Beier wrote. “As the 
conservator charged with 
overseeing Melrose’s busi-

ness practice, I urge NCUA 
to stop harassing medallion 
owners and instead work 
with them to ensure they 
pay their loans.”

He asked Melrose to fol-
low other credit unions ex-
amples and modify repay-
ment schedules.

“Other credit unions un-
derstand the extreme rami-
fication of these actions and 
have been working with 
borrowers to modify repay-
ment schedules in several 
ways, including reduced or 
deferred interest rates or 
extended amortizations,” 
he said. “Instead of mak-
ing similar arrangements, 
Melrose is demanding large 
PRINCIPLE down pay-
ments, imposing high in-
terest rates, seeking homes 
as collateral and is strip-
ping medallions from taxis. 

These practices will only 
further exacerbate the abil-
ity of the medallion owners 
to repay their loans.”

Beier said there are 14,000 
medallions in the city owned 
by about 5,000 individuals. 
He also emphasized a lot of 
medallion owners are hard-
working immigrants

“They don’t have a back-
up plan,” he said. “The taxi 
industry is an immigrant 
industry. These are people 
who came to this country, 
started driving taxi cabs 
and saved up enough to have 
a medallion. It was sup-
posed to be the American 
dream and it’s turned into 
the American nightmare.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

sistance in nine months, em-
ployees can receive it in 90 
days of working at McDon-

ald’s. Eligible staff will get 
$2,500 annually instead of 
$700 and eligible managers 
have access to $3,000 annu-
ally instead of $1,050. 

Since 2015, 60 Rosedale 
employees of Hendel have 

received $67,000 in tuition 
assistance. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Network Hospitals. She gets 
to choose a $12,000 tuition to 
the American Musical and 
Dramatic Academy College, 
or a $2,000 tuition to attend 
the American Musical and 
Dramatic Academy High 
School Summer Program or 

accept both tuitions. 
Cayla was classically 

trained in Indian dances 
from the Sadhanalaya School 
of Dance and the Natraj Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts. 
She hopes to become a dance 
teacher and to use her passion 
to pay for medical school at 
Johns Hopkins University in 
Maryland to become a pediat-
ric oncologist.

liveries, and ended at the Sun-
nyside intersection where the 
groups placed a ghost bike in 
his memory. They were joined 
by his wife, Flor Jiminez, and 
members of the Reyes’ family.

“It was a sobering moment 
to hear Flor plead for no more 
families to be ‘left the way our 
has,’” TransAlt Queens Orga-
nizer Juan Restrepo said. “It is 
clear that we have a moral re-
sponsibility to the hundreds of 
cyclists, pedestrians and driv-
ers to make Skillman and 43rd 
Avenue safer, and we implore 
the Department of Transporta-
tion to move forward with the 
plan.”

Astoria resident Macartney 
Morris, a member of the Tran-
sAlt Queens Committee, took 
part in the ride and rally.

“No one should ever die just 
because they were riding their 
bike crossing the street,” Mor-
ris said. “Especially not when 
we have the tools to make the 
streets safer and prevent these 
deaths. I didn’t know Gelacio 
Reyes personally, but hearing 
his widow Flor and his friends 
remember him one year after 
his death broke my heart all 
over again. We won’t ever stop 
fighting to make Skillman and 
43rd Avenues safer, so no other 
family has to suffer a similar 
loss.”

Restrepo and Morris have 
taken part in an outreach mis-
sion to drum up support for a 
city Department of Transpor-
tation proposal that met with 
stiff resistance from the small 
business community as origi-
nally 158 parking spaces would 
be lost along the two business 
corridors to make way for the 

protected bike lanes. DOT 
presented a revised proposal 
at a town hall meeting last 
month and further tweaked 
the proposal they presented to 
Community Board 2’s Trans-
portation Committee Monday, 
which Morris attended.

“DOT’s patience with com-
plaints and accommodation to 
community concerns contin-
ues to be impressive,” he said. 
“Over and over again, they’ve 
engaged and changed the plan 
based on feedback. Even on 
Monday night, they continued 
to give back parking spots. At 
some point though, we’re going 
to water it down too  much and 
lose all the safety benefits.”

The latest DOT proposal 
would eliminate 66 spaces 
along the two miles of “neigh-
borhood corridor,” and 116 
spaces overall, and is still 
facing skepticism from small 
business owners.

“Sean Quinn of DOT said 
it best: This community is 
tight-knit and has amazing 
businesses, and that’s why 
this plan does everything to 
keep it that way,” Morris said. 
“It quiets the streets. It slows 
down cars. It makes Skillman 
and 43rd avenues more invit-
ing places to spend time and 
money, whether when walk-
ing or biking or taking mass 
transit. The inconveniences of 
minor parking losses are more 
than made up by other benefits 
to make the streets more hospi-
table to all road users.”

A DOT spokesman said the 
agency is reviewing the com-
ments heard at Monday night’s 
CB2 meeting to determine the 
next steps and would be in 
touch with the board.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

“Residents may never see 
the roof over their heads, but 
they will feel the difference,” 
de Blasio said during a roof-
top press briefing last Friday. 
“We are targeting a major 
source of leaks and mold, mak-
ing kids healthier and helping 
parents sleep easier. With the 
right resources, we can deliver 
real-time improvements to the 
quality of life for thousands of 
families.”

In addition to the new roofs, 
the de Blasio administration 
has also installed free Wi-Fi 
throughout the development, 
360 closed circuit security cam-
eras and 858 security lights. The 
crime rate at Queensbridge has 
fallen 21 percent since 2013, ac-
cording to City Hall.

Thirty-nine more NYCHA 
roofs were replaced around the 
city as part of the project’s first 
phase and another 78 roofs will 
be replaced during the $100 
million phase two of the proj-
ect, which will be completed by 
June 29.

After De Blasio said the proj-
ect at Queensbridge Houses was 
completed on time and under 
budget, he then took some shots 
at Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who 

has made four highly publicized 
press appearances at NYCHA 
complexes around the city in 
recent weeks. The governor 
also signed an executive order 
last week creating a new inde-
pendent monitor to oversee $250 
million in the state budget for 
necessary repairs at NYCHA 
developments citywide.

De Blasio accused Cuomo of 
treating NYCHA residents like 
a “political football” instead of 
disbursing more than $250 mil-
lion in funding previously allo-
cated to NYCHA in the 2015 and 
2017 state budgets.

“There are some politicians 
who suddenly believe it is styl-
ish to visit NYCHA,” de Blasio 
said. “I’ve been visiting public 
housing buildings throughout 
my entire career, all the time, 
throughout my mayoralty.  I’ve 
been highly involved trying to 
help our public housing author-
ity which, bluntly, for decades 
didn’t get enough help from the 
city, didn’t get enough help from 
the state, didn’t get enough help 
from the federal government.”

When asked if he was refer-
ring to Cuomo, de Blasio said 
“of course, I’m talking about 
the governor. He hadn’t been to 
a NYCHA development for five 
years [prior] to his recent tour. 
Let’s be real.”

Meanwhile, residents at the 
nearby Ravenswood Houses 

were celebrating the end of a ma-
jor quality-of-life issue that has 
plagued that complex for more 
than two decades. City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said the city Depart-
ment of Sanitation had finally 
found a location for its garbage 
trucks that have clogged 35th 
Avenue between 21st and 12th 
streets for years.

“It wasn’t just a nuisance, 
it was a danger,” Van Bramer 
said. “The residents of Raven-
swood Houses won a very big 
victory here that shows you can 
beat City Hall.”

Van Bramer and Raven-
swood Tenants Association 
President Carol Wilkins took 
Mayor de Blasio to the DSNY de-
pot at 34-28 21st St. to complain 
about the double parked trucks 
during a blizzard in 2016. Dur-
ing a town hall meeting in Long 
Island City last May, de Blasio 
announced he had allocated 
$143 million to relocate that ga-
rage.

“That will still take a couple 
of years, but last week we re-
ceived a letter from Sanitation 
that they finally found that lo-
cation to store the trucks, and 
Monday they were gone from 
the streets around Ravenswood 
Houses,” Van Bramer said. 
“It’s a huge victory. The people 
fought for their dignity, and 
they won.”
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McDonald’s
and resources. 

“This report provides 
a key resource for under-

standing what additional 
public health support is 
needed for residents in Jack-
son Heights, Corona, and 
Jamaica, and outlines ways 
in which we can engage with 
local businesses to improve 
health outcomes.” 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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