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BY BILL PARRY

L
eFrak City tenants ral-
lied with civil rights 
activists on the steps 
of City Hall Monday 

to demand the city Board of 
Elections immediately with-
draw its appeal of an Octo-
ber 2017 court ruling that 
prevented the agency from 
permanently relocating the 
residential complex’s long-
standing polling sites. 

Last month, the BOE filed 
a 46-page brief with the State 
Supreme Court’s Appellate 
Division claiming that New 
York County Supreme Court 
Justice Erika M. Edwards 
“encroached on the board’s 
authority” when she ruled 
that the BOE’s relocation of 
polling sites at LeFrak City 
was “irrational, arbitrary 
and capricious.”

Attorneys Arthur 
Schwartz and Ethan Felder, 
on behalf of the petitioners, 
will submit their own am-
icus brief challenging the 
appeal by the BOE and the 
Corporation Counsel for the 
City of New York, represent-
ed by Zachary Carter.

“All too often, the Board 
of Elections’ processes are 
opaque and difficult for citi-

The Indo-Caribbean people of Queens rolled into spring 
at the 30th Annual Phagwah Parade in Richmond Hill.  
See more photos on Page 32. Photo by Michael ShainContinued on Page 46
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BY MARK HALLUM

H
undreds from the Hindu 
community showed up 
to get colorful by tossing 
rainbow-hued powder 

at one another and to celebrate 
the beginning of spring at the 
30th Annual Phagwah Festival 
Saturday in accordance with 
tradition.

What has also become a 
Queens tradition led by Indo-
Caribbean organizations strong 
in the areas surrounding South 
Richmond Hill has not lost mo-
mentum over the years, but 
there is some concern that Hin-
du beliefs may be diminishing 
with the younger crowd.

Born in Guyana, Romeo 
Hitlall organized the April 14 
event and has been living in 
Richmond Hill for more than 32 
years with his wife and two chil-
dren who are in college.

“We try to promote the cul-

ture so that our kids and the 
younger generation can contin-
ue to understand our culture. 
We don’t want them to lose their 
identity,” Hitlall said. “There’s 
a lot of kids who go to Catholic 
school or public schools where 
the Hindu religion is not part 
of the system... We try to get the 
young people out to participate 
in the religion. Back home, in 
Guyana or Trinidad, this is 
how they would have celebrated 
[spring], they would play with 
the colors.”

Also known as Holi, Phag-
wah was originally meant to 
be celebrated March 2, Hitlall 
said, but it was postponed until 
warmer weather arrived.

The organizer’s judgment 
call paid off with a hot, sunny 
day for the celebration during 
which powder in shades of red, 
blue, purple, green and white 
were thrown on one another. 

Continued on Page 46

LeFrak City
tenants rally
over voting

Spring rite 
of Phagwah 
inspires joy
Colorful Hindu festival rouses Queens
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BY BILL PARRY

Almost a half decade has 
passed since state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
first introduced legislation 
that would toughen penal-
ties on drivers without valid 
licenses who kill or injure 
pedestrians, cyclists or other 
motorists and the measure 
was approved unanimously 
Monday by the state Senate.  
The bill now awaits action in 
the state Assembly, where it 
sits in the Codes Committee.

Gianaris first introduced 
the bill, which would increase 
the penalty for killing some-
one while driving with a sus-
pended license to a Class D 
Felony in 2013, after 8-year-old 
Noshat Nahian was struck and 
killed by a tractor-trailer in 
Woodside as he tried to cross 
Northern Boulevard to attend 
his third grade class at PS 152. 
Gianaris redoubled his efforts 
following the tragic death of 
Ridgewood teen Kevin Flores 
in January.

Flores was killed when 
he was struck by an oil truck 
as he rode his bicycle in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn. 
The driver was arrested and 
charged with one count of ag-
gravated unlicensed opera-
tion of a vehicle.

“I am pleased the Senate 
passed this important pro-
posal, which is the first step 
towards delivering justice for 
families victimized by reck-
less motorists. The danger-
ous drivers continue to kill 
because the current punish-
ment does not fit the crime,” 
Gianaris said. “We must get 
serious about strengthening 
our laws before another life 
is lost at the hands of drivers 
who should not be behind the 
wheel.”

The most severe penalty 
a district attorney can seek 
currently in such instances 
is a misdemeanor. Convicted 

drivers are rarely sentenced 
to any jail time at all and they 
are free to commit additional 
offenses, according to Gia-
naris, who pointed out that 
Phillip Monfoletto, the driver 
who allegedly killed Kevin 
Flores, had nine license sus-
pensions on his record and 
continued to drive with a sus-
pended license, even mocking 
the leniency of current laws in 
a Facebook post.

“My dearest friend Kevin 
Flores was killed and had an 
amazing future ahead of him,” 
Neyfa Philogene, a seventh 
grade classmate of Kevin’s at 
Launch Expeditionary Learn-
ing Charter School, said. “It is 
really an honor that this bill 
was passed to honor not only 
him but the children that have 
been killed in car crashes. 
This shows a lot of love. We 
loved Kevin and miss him.”

Gianaris’ legislation would 
increase the penalty to a class 
E felony for seriously injuring 
a person and a class D felony if 
the collision resulted in death, 
with a maximum penalty of 
seven years in prison.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.
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BY BILL PARRY

More than 6,200 new resi-
dential units are slated to come 
online in Long Island City 
within the next year, which 
will bring the total number 
of new apartments to nearly 
22,000, according to the “LIC 
Neighborhood Snapshot,” an 
annual report presented by 
the Long Island City Partner-
ship at its 13th-annual real es-
tate breakfast last week. 

The report found that in 
the past year, the fastest grow-
ing neighborhood in the coun-
try has seen 1.2 million square 
feet of industrial and commer-
cial space open to the market 
and an additional 5.2 million 
square feet in the pipeline.

Long Island City has 
gained 160,000 square feet of 
new retail space over the past 
year, with another 536,000 
square feet to be built by 2021. 
The report includes more 
than 10,200 residential units 
currently in construction or 
proposed beyond 2020, while a 
number of large employers are 
expanding or relocating to LIC 
including Altice USA, Boyce 
Technologies, Fidelis Care, J. 
Crew, Ralph Lauren and Kauf-
man Astoria Studios.

“This year’s Neighborhood 
Snapshot perfectly captures 
our dynamic, mixed-use, 
live/work community that’s 
coming into focus,” LIC Part-
nership President Elizabeth 
Lusskin said. “While previous 
Snapshots showed rises in in-
dividual sectors, this report 
revealed tremendous growth 
across all sectors in Long Is-
land City. We anticipate even 
greater demand for space in 
LIC now that Cornell Tech is 
open and as the life sciences 
initiatives of the city and state 
take shape.”

Last month, the partner-
ship announced it retained the 
services of East Egg Project 

Management to help develop 
a plan that will create a life 
sciences cluster in LIC as the  
group seeks to attract emerg-
ing and established businesses 
across the life sciences sector, 
which encompasses biotech-
nology, pharmaceuticals, digi-
tal health, medical devices 
and others to complement and 
build on the array of compa-
nies in the area. Both the city 
and state have expressed the 
desire to create a life sciences 
campus in New York City and 
LIC is increasingly recognized 
as one of the most promising 
areas of the city for such a 
cluster to develop.

“Over the past several 
years, we have seen a signifi-
cant increase of inquiries from 
companies related to life sci-
ences and we want to catalyze 
growth in this sector here,” 
Lusskin said. “We are excited 
to have East Egg’s expertise 
guiding us through this initia-
tive and the support of the re-
gional Economic Development 
Council to make this study 
possible.”

The partnership was 

awarded a grant in December 
by the state Regional Economic 
Development Council to fund a 
portion of this effort, while the 
city Economic Development 
Corporation’s current request 
for expressions of interests for 
an Applied Life Sciences Hub 
specifically refers to LIC as a 
potential location.

The partnership’s plan will 
be completed by June.

“We’re very excited to be 
working with the partnership 
to develop a plan to catalyze 
life sciences activity in Long 
Island City,” East Egg Proj-
ect Management Principal 
Yasmeen Ahmed Pattie said. 
“New York has been talking 
about the sector in this part 
of the city for years. It finally 
seems that all the right factors 
— city and state initiatives, 
transit improvements and real 
estate market conditions -- are 
coming together, The findings 
of this study will help LIC take 
a major step forward.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The Long Island City Partnership releases an annual report that 
shows the neighborhood is experiencing a major boom across all the 
real estate sectors. Photo by Bill Parry

LIC boom accelerates Gianaris’ bill passes
Senate unanimously

State Sen. Michael Gianaris is 
pleased that his legislation to 
toughen penalties for suspended 
drivers who kill or injure was unan-
imously passed by the Senate this 
week. Photo by Michael Shain

Annual report fi nds “tremendous growth” across sectors
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It’s that time of the year. 
Proms, weddings, graduations, 
family events, job interviews and 
finally summer vacations. There 

is a lot going on.  Portabella is 
always looking for new ways to 
make it easier to shop and save 
you valuable time. Now you can 
call the nearest Portabella store 
and ask for your favorite fashion 
consultant.  Tell them about your 
special event. They will ask you 
about the proper dress for the 
event and send you photos to your 
phone. If you just need an idea of 
the selection available they can 

inform you over the phone. 
Portabella prides itself on 

the group sales business. There 
is a selection of styles that are 
available for groups and special 
events. Vested suits in 10 colors 
are available from their Vitali 
collection. When purchased in 
a group of 3 or more the vested 
suits are $100 each. These values 
are seen in every department. 
Great accessories such as dress 

or tuxedo shirts, shoes, tuxedo 
shoes, bow ties, tuxedo vests, sus-
penders, belts, and socks are also 
available for group sales. Your 
fashion consultant will assist in 
coordinating the outfits. Formal 
events are another specialty. Tux-
edos in many colors and styles 
highlight the Portabella tuxedo 
collection. The styles are taken 
from the latest runway shows and 
the designers that are being worn 

by celebrities. Extremely afford-
able starting at $100 each when a 
group of 3 or more are ordering. 
The 2018 tuxedo campaign high-
lights WHY RENT? WHEN YOU 
CAN BUY FOR LESS!

Portabella is currently cel-
ebrating the opening of 2 new 
stores. A new location at the 
Kings Plaza Mall in Brooklyn 
and at 38 West 34th Street in 
Manhattan. Shop also at the Fino 
and Quails stores which are part 
of the Portabella Group of stores.  
For your nearest location check  
Portabellaonline.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Your special event is a smartphone away

Hoops court renovation underway at Queensbridge

BY BILL PARRY

The basketball courts and 
playground at the Queensbridge 
Houses are about to get a com-
plete overhaul.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
joined community leaders Tues-
day for a groundbreaking cer-
emony for the $350,000 project 
funded through last year’s Par-
ticipatory Budgeting in which 
more than 3,600 residents in his 
district decided how to spend 
$1.85 million in funding.

Investments in the basket-
ball courts and playground at 
Queensbridge were among the 
winning projects, as they pro-
vide outdoor space for children 
and youth to play, build rela-
tionships and engage with their 
community. The renovations 
are part of Van Bramer’s ongo-
ing commitment to improving 
quality of life for residents in 
the Queensbridge Houses and 
in public housing throughout 
his district.

“The basketball courts in 

Queensbridge are central to 
this community,” Van Bram-
er said. “I am thrilled to have 
allocated funding to reno-
vate and restore the courts 
and nearby playground. 
These basketball courts 

have helped generations of 
Queensbridge residents de-
velop their talents and lead-
ership skills. I am proud to 
ensure that future leaders 
have a place to gather, grow 
and build community.”

Meanwhile, Van Bramer 
may have company in the race 
to succeed Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz when 
her second term expires in 2021. 
City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) hosted 

a fund-raiser last week in which 
supporters were invited to help 
him “expand on our legacy and 
fight for higher office once my 
term ends.”

Van Bramer announced he 
would seek the borough presi-
dent office in February and 
while Constantinides would 
not comment specifically on his 
plans, he did say he is mulling 
his next step in public service 
when his second term comes to 
an end in three years.

“Through my service on the 
City Council, I am proud of ev-
erything we’ve been able to ac-
complish for our community, in-
cluding better access to health 
care, new ferry service, and 
key investments in our public 
schools,” Constantinides said 
in a statement. “I am commit-
ted to fighting for Queens and 
addressing the challenges that 
remain throughout the rest of 
my time in office. I am also ea-
ger to explore opportunities to 
continue to serve the people of 
Queens and fight for a brighter 
future.”

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) joins community leaders to break ground on a $350,000 
renovation project at the Queensbridge Houses basketball courts and playground. 

Courtesy of Van Bramer’s office

Van Bramer on hand for groundbreaking as he braces for expected borough president run
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

After decades of complaints 
from the Astoria community 
about the lack of accessibility 
at subway stations along the 
N/W line, the MTA announced 
Tuesday that four elevators 
would be installed at the Asto-
ria Boulevard station, begin-
ning this summer.

The project will include 
a pair of street-to-mezzanine 
elevators as well as another 
two mezzanine-to-platform el-
evators. The installation of the 
street elevators will require 
the complete demolition and 
reconstruction of the entire 
station mezzanine, which will 
also be raised to reduce strikes 
by trucks driving underneath.

“I’ve made accessibility one 
of my top priorities since the 
moment I arrived at New York 
City Transit and am thrilled 
that we’re bringing elevators 

to this critical intermodal hub 
that connects to LaGuardia 
Airport,” NYC Transit Presi-
dent Andrew Byford said.  “We 
are continuing to spend bil-
lions of dollars on accessibility 
throughout the entire subway 
system. The systemwide study 
that’s underway now, com-
bined with future funding in 
the MTA capital plan, will pro-
vide the path forward to even 
more accessibility improve-
ments.”

Work at the Astoria Bou-
levard station is expected to 
get underway in September 
and the station will remain 
open for service until work is 
completed at nearby stations 
in February 2019. The Astoria 
Boulevard station will then 
fully close for nine months for 
the reconstruction project, 
which will accommodate the 
four new elevators.

Elevators coming to 
Astoria Blvd. station

BY MARK HALLUM

When L train service is sus-
pended next April for repairs 
to the Canarsie Subway Tun-
nel, the founding members 
of the transit group Access 
Queens worry that the MTA is 
not seriously considering the 
impact the displaced Brooklyn 
straphangers will have on the 
already packed No. 7 Train.

A joint open house in Ridge-
wood between the MTA and 
the city Department of Trans-
portation April 12 outlined an 
ambitious plan to move people 
from Brooklyn and Queens 
into Manhattan during the 
15-month period in which a 
portion of the L train will be 
shut down for tunnel repairs.

The plan will temporar-
ily shift road layouts and 
bus lanes to accommodate 
increased bus and road traf-

fic, while ferries, an up-and-
coming city favorite, will also 
be part of the effort of moving 
the estimated 200,000 daily L 
train riders to their jobs and 
back home.

“If you do the math and 
then you add in the popu-
lation growth, obviously a 
good chunk of those people 
are going to funnel onto the 7 
train, which is already hav-
ing signal problems despite 
CBTC having been installed,” 
said Brandon Mosley, one of 
the Access Queens founders. 
“There’s just a lot of questions. 
This is the first event the MTA 
has held in Queens [regarding 
the tunnel closure], but they’re 
not really looking at Queens 
as a whole – the 7 train specifi-
cally – to say we have a major 
issue here.”

But the MTA said its effort 
factored in capacity on the No. 
7 and the line should be able to 
support an overflow of people 
from Brooklyn.

“We’ve been aggressively 
preparing robust service plans 

BY BILL PARRY
 
The city Department of Cor-

rection has opened the first 
housing area exclusively for 
military veterans at its Rik-
ers Island prison complex, and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 
city jails will house inmates 
according to their gender iden-
tity as a safe housing option for 
transgender prisoners.

The Veterans Unit will be 
housed at the Anna M. Kross 
Center and will offer those who 
have served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces a series of enrichment 
programs tailor-made to their 
history of service such as work 
with correction officers and 
counselors who share military 
service as well as collaboration 
with the city’s Department of 
Veterans Services and other 
veterans groups.

The ultimate goal is to offer 
a comprehensive re-entry plan 
designed around their shared 
experiences of serving the Unit-
ed States.

“The department is proud 
to recognize veterans in our 
custody with this special unit,” 
Correction Commissioner Cyn-

thia Brann said. “There are in-
dividuals who served our coun-
try and deserve a housing area 
dedicated to their specific needs 
as they move forward with their 
lives. DOC will provide opportu-

nities for these servicemen and 
make sure they receive respect 
and dedicated assistance.”

The occupants will consist 
of self-reported veterans who 
are interested in joining the 

unit. The city’s Department 
of Veterans Services will con-
firm prior military experience 
and once moved into the unit, 
participants will undergo an 
orientation and complete a ques-

tionnaire in order to develop a 
targeted programming and re-
entry plan.

“Veterans share a unique 
bond that serves as a foundation 
for what can be a transforma-
tional social support network,” 
Department of Veterans Servic-
es Commissioner Loree Sutton, 
a medical doctor and retired 
brigadier general. “We look 
forward to working together on 
this historic endeavor.”

On Monday, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced that the DOC 
will house inmates consistent 
with their gender identity in 
a Transgender Housing Unit 
it will maintain with the city 
Commission on Human Rights. 
The DOC will continue to con-
duct individualized risk assess-
ments of inmates when assign-
ing safe and gender-affirming 
housing options to provide for 
the health and safety of inmates 
and DOC staff.

“It’s the city’s responsibility 
to protect the rights and safety 
of all New Yorkers, and that 
means protecting transgender 
individuals in the city jails as 
well,” de Blasio said. “New York 

Transit group voices concern
L shutdown could hurt No. 7

Rikers Island now features a housing area for inmates who served in the U.S. Armed Forces which will have 
specialized programs designed to help them re-enter society. Photo by Michael Shain 

The MTA and city DOT put their 
plan on display for moving 
200,000 people per day during the 
year-long closure of the Canarsie 
Tunnel for Sandy related repairs. 

Courtesy of MTA/Marc A. Hermann

Veterans get housing area at Rikers
City announces inmates will be placed according to gender identity to protect transgenders

Continued on Page 46Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30
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FLIP

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new report from Street-
Easy found that Queens re-
mains a haven for middle-in-
come New Yorkers. 

The “Earn more, pay less? 
Average Housing cost and 
incomes by NYC borough” 
report mapped how average 
housing costs in the city stack 
up against average income lev-
els across the five boroughs. 
StreetEasy found that one in 
three New Yorkers finds the 
city unaffordable, yet relatively 
few perceive their own homes 
as unaffordable.

The report said one expla-
nation for this anomaly could 
be that there is a disconnect be-
tween the homes listed on the 
market and what most people 
actually pay that fuels negative 
perceptions of the cost of living 
in New York.

The study used census data 

covering homes that are rent-
controlled, rent-stabilized and 
rent-subsidized. It breaks out 
the cost of renting, the cost of 
owning, and income levels for 
homeowners and renters by 
borough to get an accurate pic-
ture of the financial outlook for 
New Yorkers earning the me-
dian household income.

 Queens residents had the 
most to celebrate, according to 
StreetEasy. The report claims 
the costs of renting and owning 
in Queens are closest to the city-
wide medians of any borough, 
which StreetEasy said made 
good on Queens’ reputation as 
the place of choice for middle-
class New Yorkers. 

Renters in Queens spend 
an average of $16,812 on rent of 
their $45,549 annual income, 
compared to homeowners who 
spend an average of $29,256 on 
housing cost of their $80,144 an-

This is the place to live 
for middle class: Report

Stringer wants better education, 
improved transportation for city

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
City Comptroller Scott String-

er spelled out his priorities for 
Cambria Heights residents last 
week, holding a civic association 
meeting at Community Bridge 
Home to address and find poten-
tial solutions to quality-of-life is-
sues in that neighborhood and in 
the city. 

Some of the topics Stringer 
focused on were seniors, trans-
portation access and education 
at the April 12 meeting.

“This city is getting older by 
the day,” said Stringer. “By the 
next couple of decades we are go-
ing to have 1.4 million seniors.” 

The comptroller pointed out 
to the audience that the city only 
spends 0.4 percent on seniors in 
the city budget and that the cur-
rent aging population is living 
longer than those in the genera-
tions before them. 

“Seniors are living longer, 
they are more engaged than ever 
before, seniors are using technol-
ogy, and yet a lot of the programs 
that we have [for them] is for a 
different era,” said Stringer, who 
has an 86-year-old mother and a 
90-year-old stepfather who still 

plays tennis. 
His solution was better senior 

centers, an improvement to Ac-
cess-A-Ride, more and improved 
access to escalators in subway 
stations, and bus service that not 
only comes on time, but also goes 
to hard-to-reach areas.

In terms of transit, Stringer 
said an audit his office conducted 
showed that New York City’s bus 
service was the slowest in the na-
tion and that bus routes are not 
extensive enough in Queens, be-
cause 20 years ago nearly 58 per-
cent of workers went to Manhat-
tan for work, which is no longer 
the case today. 

 The comptroller also said the 
city is losing hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars by having slowed 
down bus and subway service at 
night, which does not accommo-
date people who work evening or 
twilight shifts and tourists who 

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-

East Elmhurst) joined Dreamers 
and their advocates last week 
at a rally held at the Unisphere 
in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park to call on the New York 
State Senate to pass the Dream 
Act and expand the Tuition As-
sistance Program to undocu-
mented college students. 

The Dream Act was a bill 
that was introduced in 2001 
that would have given eligible 
undocumented individuals who 
were brought to the country as 
minors a pathway to legal sta-
tus. The 2017 version of the bill 
offers a three-step pathway to 
U.S. citizenship through col-
lege, work or the armed forces 
if eligible. 

The demonstration comes 
weeks after Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo announced the dissolution 
of the Independent Democratic 
Conference and the reunifica-
tion of most of those Democratic 
Senate members with mainline 
Democrats. The mending of the 
party could improve the chanc-
es for the Development, Relief 
and Education for Alien Minors 

Act, the latest version of the 
Dream Act.

 The IDC was a coalition of 
eight Democrats, including Per-
alta, who partnered with the 
Senate Republicans in the hope 

of sharing power with conserva-
tives and passing progressive 
legislation as the GOP held a 
majority in Albany. 

Peralta hopes that the reuni-
fication and the April 24 special 

elections for state Senate seats 
in Westchester and the Bronx 
will give Senate Democrats the 
magical 32 seats they need to 
have a majority in the 63-seat 
chamber and help the Develop-

ment, Relief and Education for 
Alien Minors Act pass before 
the final weeks of the legisla-
tive session comes to a close in 
June.

“In this past session we 
brought up [the DREAM Act] 
in a hostile amendment, but be-
cause we did not have enough 
votes, it did not pass on the 
floor,” said Peralta. “Now on 
the state level, to the congres-
sional level and everyone on the 
ground there is a unity. There 
are people moving together for-
ward as one as Democrats.”

The night before the April 
12 rally Jessica Ramos, a Jack-
son Heights resident who left 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s adminis-
tration to challenge Peralta for 
his District 13 seat, sent out a 
mass email with a fact sheet de-
scribing how the senator’s align-
ment with Republicans in 2016 
was one of the factors behind 
the DREAM Act not passing. 

“Jose Peralta pretends to 
care about Queens’ immigrant 
families while undermining 
the Dream Act every step of 
the way,” Ramos said. “For two 
straight years, Peralta blocked 

State Sen. Jose Peralta joins Dreamers as they rally for the pasage of the DREAM Act at the Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Unisphere.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Comptroller Scott Stringer was 
at a civic association meeting in 
Cambria Heights last week.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Peralta fi ghts for DREAM Act
State senator rallies in Flushing Meadows to promote legislation to help undocumented students

Continued on Page 30Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Big Bird encounters a delivery 
man with many boxes for 456 Sesa-
me Street. He said someone is mov-
ing to Sesame Street. Excitedly, Big 
Bird runs to tell Maria in the Mail 
It Shop, where he meets Mrs. Rosen 
and her daughter Emily. Emily talks 
briefly about her condition and 
leaves with Big Bird for a tour.

Just like Telly, Emily is a mem-
ber of the Triangle Lovers Club. 
Next, she plays with her pet gold-
fish Arnold, who makes fast friends 
with Dorothy and Elmo. Mrs. Rosen 
drops by again and helps Emily into 
her wheelchair.

The sun is setting and it’s getting 
dusk, the relaxing theme of “Sesame 
Street” plays while Emily plays the 
theme on her clarinet.

Those were scenes in which 10-
year-old Emily Landau was featured 
on the children’s television show, to 
educate kids about her life with a 
physical disability. In 2002, she ap-
peared in several episodes of “Ses-
ame Street,” which were filmed at 
Astoria Kaufman Studios. 

Now 27, Ladau said she is proud 
of her many accomplishments as an 
empowered disabled woman, who 
has become a prolific writer, speak-
er, and passionate disability rights 
activist.  

The Long Island native maintains 
meaningful ties with her friends 

from Queens, where she has con-
nected with other disabled people 
through her work. She does a pod-
cast with a local resident.  

As an advocate, Ladau has fought 
tirelessly for those in her commu-
nity who have no voice, hoping to 
achieve inclusivity for people with 
disabilities, and tells her readers 
and followers.

“I live life on wheels and write 
about it. Disability rights are my 
passion,” she said.

As a speaker, Ladau often spreads 
her message about a variety of top-
ics relevant to “really cool people 
who happen to be disabled.” She also 
uses her blog, Words I Wheel By, as a 
platform to address discrimination 
and to encourage others to under-
stand the experience of having a dis-
ability in more positive, accepting, 
and supportive ways. 

Her work has been featured in 
numerous online publications, in-
cluding The New York Times, Salon, 
The Daily Beast, The Establishment, 
The Huffington Post, and SELF.

In Vice – Motherboard, she writes: 
“I am not broken. There is nothing 
that needs to be changed about my 
state of being. There is nothing I 
want to change. I am a whole human 
being whose body moves forward 
through life in turns of the wheel, 
and my reality is not for anyone else 
to decide.”

And she feels deeply about and 

shares in the experiences of her sis-
ters with disabilities. For a while, 
Ladau was disappointed with what 
she saw as a lack of inclusivity by 
the Women’s March movement and 
wrote, “What every one of us needs to 
do right now is dig deeper into these 
issues, to recognize that disability 
rights must always have a seat at 
the social justice table. I feel like 
my work as an activist has turned 
me into a broken record, because my 
urging for people to dig deeper than 
surface-level mentions of disability 
is constant. I only wish a major ef-
fort like the Women’s March, which 
is a critical part of the overarching 
movement for women’s rights, had 
already gotten this message from 
the disability activists who have 
been advocating tirelessly.”

Recently, thanks to Ladau’s 

strong words and persistent pro-
tests, the Women’s March has rec-
ognized and embraced women with 
disabilities as one of their own, and 
she has decided to join them.

The activist has maintained that 
social justice warriors and some po-
litical candidates seem to forget that 
there are 56 million Americans with 
disabilities, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, and that this forgot-
ten voting block faces numerous, of-
ten unresolved issues in their daily 
lives, which need to be addressed 
through vigorous policies. For in-
stance, only one in three people who 
are working-age with a disability 
has a job. Of those, around 400,000, 
work in sheltered workshops where 
it is legal to pay people less than 
minimum wage.  

THE 
BATTLE 

INTENSIFIES
Activist fi ghts for rights 

of disabled women

Continued on Page 35

Disability activist Emily Ladau, who appeared on several episodes of 
“Sesame Street” — filmed in Queens at Kaufman Astoria Studios in 2002 — 
is known in her community and beyond for her ongoing work advocating 
for people with disabilities. Photo by Rick Guidotti/Positive Exposure
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Covered by most insurance including Medicare

Your Legs Deserve 
Our Attention

Schedule a FREE CONSULTATION  
with a world-class specialist

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s office sent a 

letter to Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity Kirstjen Nielsen and Acting Secre-
tary of State John Sullivan urging an 
18-month extension for the Temporary 
Protected Status designation of Nepali 
New Yorkers.

If the Nepali TPS holders don’t get 
an extension on or before the April 25 
deadline, their status will expire on 
June 24, according to the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services’ web-
site. 

There are 8,950 Nepali TPS hold-
ers across the country, according to 
the National Immigration Forum, an 
advocacy group for immigrants. Ap-
proximately 8,000 Nepali TPS holders 
are in New York City and 7,000 live in 
Queens, based on data from the May-
or’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. 

Most Nepali Queens residents 
live in Jackson Heights, brickunder-
ground.com, an online real estate mag-
azine, says. Nepali people also live in 
Ridgewood, Sunnyside and Woodside, 
according to ethNYcity, a website that 
tracks global cities. 

Global cities consists of large pop-
ulations of people from other parts 
of the world in one city, according to 
ethNYcity.

EthNYcity contends most Nepali 
people choose Queens, especially Jack-
son Heights, because of the borough’s 
diversity and the neighborhood’s large 
Southeast Asian population, which 
according to the U.S. Census, also in-
cludes Bengali, Pakistani and Indian 
populations. 

Some members of the Nepali com-
munity came to the United States after 
their home country — located in the 
Himalayan mountain range in South-
east Asia — suffered two devastating 
earthquakes in 2015. 

“I stand with Nepalese New Yorkers 
— the largest Nepalese community in 
the country — and call on the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to extend 
Nepal’s TPS designation for a full 18 
months,” de Blasio said. “Forcing TPS 
recipients to return to a country still 
recovering from two calamitous earth-
quakes would be heartless and cruel.”

Nielsen of DHS had no comment.  
On April 25, 2015, a 7.8-magnitude 

earthquake hit Nepal, which led to 
inadequate housing, infrastructure, 
health care and schools in the country, 
according to the Mayor’s Office of Im-
migrant Affairs. 

The first quake struck the north-
western region of the capital city of 
Kathmandu and was followed by more 
than 100 aftershocks that led to the 
death of 8,500 people, many of whom 
were trapped in collapsed buildings, 

according to Oxfam, a global organiza-
tion that works to tackle injustice and 
poverty.  Hundreds of thousands of Ne-
pali people were left without food, shel-
ter, or medical care after the quake. 

The United Nations reported that 90 
percent of health facilities in four dis-
tricts were severely damaged and that 
up to 90 percent of houses in two rural 
districts were destroyed in Nepal, the 
fourth poorest country in Asia. 

On May 12, 2015, just 17 days later, 
a 7.3-magnitude earthquake shook the 
country, this time triggering land-
slides. Buildings that were damaged 
from the previous quake eventually 
collapsed, according to Oxfam. 

The landslides blocked roadways, 
wrecked agriculture, killed livestock, 
and devastated the country’s markets. 
There were 22,000 people injured and 
about 750,000 houses were destroyed.

In 2016, representatives of Oxfam 
sent sleeping mats, blankets, solar 
lamps and seeds and provided shelter 
for 480,000 people. More than 200,000 
toilets and 46 percent of the water sup-
ply in Nepal was destroyed. To help, 
the organization built 7,200 latrines 
and installed 159 water systems to pre-
vent waterborne diseases. Still, there 
are 270,000 Nepali people displaced. 

“Conditions in Nepal have not im-
proved enough for the nation to reab-
sorb individuals who currently hold 
TPS status,” de Blasio said. “Nepal-
ese New Yorkers with TPS would be 
forced to abandon the stability and 
livelihoods that they have found in 
New York. I urge you to recognize the 
extraordinary hardships caused by 
the country’s still incomplete recovery 
and extend Nepal’s TPS designation for 
an additional 18 months.”

Mayor: Extend deadline 
for Nepali TPS holders

Advocates for the Nepali TPS community are 
urging the Department of Homeland Security 
to extend the protected status designation for 
southeast Asian New Yorkers  because their 
home country is not equipped to take them 
back since Nepal was hit with two earthquakes 
in 2015.  Photo by Niranjan Shrestha/AP
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T H E  D O U G L A S T O N  M A N O R
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD., DOUGLASTON, NY 11362 
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NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-355-9675

Borough opioid kingpin indicted: City
BY BILL PARRY

 
The alleged ringleader of a 

deadly Queens drug ring and 
three co-conspirators were ar-
rested and indicted last week 
in connection with sales of 
heroin, fentanyl and cocaine 
after a year-long investigation 
by law enforcement, the city’s 
special narcotics prosecutor 
said.

Police conducted a court-
authorized search at the home 
of Dionne “Slay” Sharrow, 35, 
a resident of the Powerhouse 
luxury condominium at 2-17 
51st Ave. in Long Island City. 
Among the property seized 
was a loaded firearm, nearly 
$590,000 in cash and a cherry 
red 2015 Lamborghini parked 
in the building’s garage, ac-
cording to the special narcot-
ics office.

Police had been monitor-
ing the crew as part of a in-
vestigation prompted by the 
fatal overdose of a 26-year-old 
Brooklyn man in 2016 due to 
a mixture of heroin and fenta-
nyl, a synthetic opioid which is 
nearly 50 times stronger than 
heroin and is largely respon-

sible for the overdose deaths 
in New York City. The investi-
gation linked the Queens crew 
to the overdose of a 42-year-old 
Kew Gardens man last May. 

Sharrow; Pablo Vallecillo, 
39 of Jamaica; Antonio Lopez, 
40, of Howard Beach; and Ja-
son Keating, 41, of Jamaica, 
were charged with multiple 
counts of conspiracy and crim-
inal sale of a controlled sub-
stance, according to New York 
City’s Office of the Special 
Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget 
Brennan. The office serves the 
district attorneys in the five 
boroughs.

“The escalating toll of over-
dose and addiction has become 
unbearable to all but the drug 
dealers and traffickers who 
peddle death in $10 bags,” 
Brennan said. “As this inves-
tigation demonstrates, drug 
crimes are far from victim-
less and we will be relentless 
in pursuing those who profit 
from destroying the lives of 
others.”

Sharrow is accused of sup-
plying heroin, fentanyl and 
cocaine to the three other sus-
pects, who in turn allegedly 

sold the lethal drugs to dealers 
in Queens, Brooklyn, Orange 
and Ulster counties, according 
to the charges. Police conduct-
ed a search of a Bath Beach, 
Brooklyn apartment Sharrow 
used as a “drug palace” and 
found 22 pounds of narcotics 
stashed in couches, an oven 
and other hiding spots, Bren-

nan said.
Vallecillo was arrested 

at the location after police 
watched him enter with a 
backpack full of cash. Lopez 
and Keating were arrested 
near their homes, where po-
lice recovered a shotgun, two 
loaded pistols and hundreds 
of heroin-filled glassine enve-

lopes prepared for distribu-
tion, according to the charges.

The Queens DA’s office re-
viewed and submitted wiretap 
applications for court autho-
rization during the investiga-
tion.

“Heroin, unfortunately, 
has made a deadly come-
back in New York City and in 
the surrounding suburbs,” 
Queens DA Richard Brown 
said. “While homicides and ve-
hicular deaths have decreased 
in recent years, sadly opioid 
overdoses have skyrocketed. 
We are witnessing heroin be-
ing mixed with the synthetic 
drug fentanyl, which is up to 
50 times more potent than her-
oin alone. My office will con-
tinue to work diligently with 
our law enforcement partners 
to do everything possible to 
stop this epidemic and take 
dealers who peddle heroin 
laced with fentanyl and other 
deadly drugs off the streets of 
our communities.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

A resident at the Powerhouse luxury condominium in Long Island City 
was arrested and indicted as a co-conspirator in a deadly drug gang 
pushing heroin and opioids. Google Earth
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Purchase a new heating or cooling system before May 31, 2018, and save up to $2,320 - or even more!
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Save $500 with our Cool Cash Bonus  
(before May 31, 2018)

Reduce your energy bills by up to 
30 percent (approximately $720)

Earn up to $600 in Upgrade & Save Rebates

Save with a free 2-year service 
plan ($500 value)

Earn NY State tax credits of 20 cents per 
gallon of renewable EcoBlend Bioheat®

Take advantage of our 18-month interest-free financing*
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QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person, table of 10 - $900

To purchase tickets please fi ll in 
form below, or call Linda Lindenauer 

at (718) 260-4521

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: Linda Lindenauer
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Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner 63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 10th 
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Join us at the Queens Impact 
Awards Gala Dinner
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HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal
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Gabriel Gonzalez

Thomas Grech
Jukay Hsu

Amna Javid
Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
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Commuter van drivers protest Jamaica redevelopment
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Members of the commuter 
van industry are infuriated 
about the redevelopment plans 
for Jamaica, which include 
an apartment complex being 
built by Sutphin Boulevard 
and a pedestrian plaza on Par-
sons Boulevard that will force 
them to operate at 153rd St. 
between Jamaica and Archer 
avenues.

The van drivers who were 
mainstays at Parsons Boule-
vard believe the 153rd Street 
spot is already crowded by 
other vehicle operators, they 
say it floods frequently and 
think they are being pushed 
out so that the area can be 
gentrified for outsiders who 
aren’t from the community.

Vehicle operators in the 
commuter van industry were 
so incensed about the move 
they held a rally April 11 
against City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
outside his office at 172-12 Lin-
den Blvd. in St. Albans for sup-
porting the relocation, which 
is part of Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s Vision Zero Plan to elimi-

nate congestion in the area.
“They are piling the vans 

on 153rd where vans already 
occupy space and there is 
absolutely no infrastructure 
there,” said Hector Ricketts, 
the president and CEO of the 
Commuter Van Association 
of New York. “They want to 
give the space to the farmers 
from upstate New York who 
don’t live in our community 
and don’t spend their money 
in our community.”

Ricketts was referring to 
the pop-up Down to Earth 
Farmers Market that runs 
twice a week from June to No-
vember and operates at Par-
sons Boulevard between Ja-
maica and Archer avenues on 
Fridays and 160th Street off 
of Jamaica Avenue on Satur-
days. Four of the vendors are 
from upstate New York and 
one is from Long Island.

Miller disagreed with Rick-
etts’ sentiments and said the 
changes were made because of 
the mayor’s safety concerns, 
and said that three-quarters 
of the vendors who work on 
that corner in Parsons are 
from the area.

“When the mayor came in 
and began to implement his 
Vision Zero program, part of 
it was to create street safety 
zones, and these public plazas 
are in areas that had some of 
the highest accident rates,” 
said Miller. “Parsons Boule-
vard between Jamaica and Ar-
cher was one of the areas with 
the highest accident rates in 
the city and in the borough as 

well.”
A city Department of Trans-

portation spokesman said the 
changes are from months-long 
feedback from community 
stakeholders of the Jamaica 
Now effort and as a response 
to accidents on Parsons, which 
has 1,000 pedestrians per hour 
on that block.

The Parsons corridor was 
designated a Vision Zero Pri-

ority Area because it ranks 
in the top 10 percent borough-
wide with 70 crashes from 2012 
to 2016. In those accidents 30 of 
those injuries involved pedes-
trians. 

The alterations include a 
sidewalk extension to create 
additional space to Parsons. 
The DOT said that the one-
block move to 153rd for the 
van drivers will be beneficial 
since there are three spaces 
for authorized van opera-
tions.

On April 19 the signage 
for the commuter van stops 
on Parsons were removed, 
new signs were installed on 
the east side of 153rd St. and 
planters that were on the east 
side of the boulevard were 
moved to the west side of the 
sidewalk. From April 23 to 
April 27 there will be replace-
ments for the old markings for 
the sidewalk extension. From 
April 20 to May 4 there will be 
installations of more planters, 
and granite blocks will make 
way for a pedestrian space sim-
ilar to the ones in Manhattan.

Ricketts said the move was 

Commuter van drivers don’t believe the relocation of their vans from 
Parsons Boulevard to 153rd Street is a smart move by the Department of 
Transportation, and will result in more congestion between Jamaica and 
Archer avenues.  Courtesy of New York City Department of Transportation

Continued on Page 30
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Report: City poverty rate on the decline
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Poverty rates across the city are 
down, Mayor Bill de Blasio said.

The Mayor’s Office for Economic 
Opportunity released its annual 
New York City Government Poverty 
Measure report last Friday. The re-
port said that both the poverty rate 
and the near-poverty rate, which 
applies to people living below 150 
percent of the city’s poverty thresh-
old, have decreased since last year’s 
report. The city said there were 
141,000 fewer New Yorkers in pover-
ty or near poverty in 2016 compared 
with 2013. 

The report showed a 1.6 percent-
age point decline in the near-pover-
ty rate, going from 45.1 percent of 
New Yorkers  in 2014 to 43.5 percent 
in 2016. The report also found that 
New Yorkers in actual poverty has 
declined since 2014, from 20.6 per-
cent to 19.5 percent of New Yorkers. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio said the city 
is on pace to reach its goal of moving 
800,000 people out of poverty or near 
poverty by 2025.  New York City has 
a population of about 8.5 million.

“We’re always working to make 
this city fairer for everyone, and 
it’s promising to see there are fewer 

New Yorkers living in or near pover-
ty,” de Blasio said. “From Pre-K for 
All to paid family and sick leave to 
the most ambitious affordable hous-

ing plan in the city’s history, we are 
working to provide opportunities 
that will make a lasting difference 
in the lives of New Yorkers.”

The city attributed the decrease 
in poverty to the steady economic 
growth which has led to more New 
Yorkers having jobs. The median 
household income in New York City 
has increased 7.8 percent since 2014 
and income in the bottom 20th per-
centile has increased 4.0 percent 
from 2014, according to the report. 
The city said a significant factor 
in the decline in poverty has been 
increases in the minimum wage, 
which the city lobbied for at the 
state level.

City Councilman Stephen Levin 
(D-Brooklyn), chairman of the Gen-
eral Welfare Committee, said the 
city must always be a place where 
people can find economic security 
for themselves and their families. 

“I am heartened to see progress 
for our most vulnerable residents 
despite economic challenges in the 
wake of a recession,” he said. “The 
city’s continued investment in in-
novative and critical initiatives has 
been key, and I hope we will see con-
tinued reductions in poverty in the 
years to come.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail 
at gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that the poverty rate in New York City has gone down. 

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN • INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE

The spring season is here!

Contact us now for all of your landscaping needs
including spring clean-up, lawn care programs,

seasonal color, mulch, and more.

FREE
SPRING CLEAN-UP

with a new 1 year maintenance agreement 
valid until May 1st, 2018

JB Landscaping
New York State Certified Landscape Professional

Contact Us Today!
1.347.545.2667

Jlandscaping2000@aol.com

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

YOU’VE BUILT YOUR BUSINESS IN NYC, AND NOW NYC WANTS TO INVEST IN YOU.
The Mayor’s Offi ce of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (M/WBE) provides minority and 
women entrepreneurs with opportunities to more easily do business with the City. Get M/WBE certifi ed and 
get your business access to low-interest loans, one-on-one assistance, corporate mentorships, and more.

GET YOUR BUSINESS NYC M/WBE CERTIFIED TODAY!

Visit nyc.gov/mwbe

JOSE R. BANDUJO
President & CEO
Bandujo Advertising
M/WBE Certified 2008

GRAB YOUR
SEAT AT NYC’S

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional
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Who says cycling is a low-impact sport? 

Barbara Bush was born in Flushing
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing-born Former First 
Lady Barbara Bush died Tues-
day following a battle with an 
unspecified illness. She was 92.

Bush died two days after 
her family released a statement 
announcing she would discon-
tinue treatment after a series of 
hospitalizations and would opt 
for comfort care. 

Born on June 8, 1925, at 
Booth Memorial Hospital in 
Flushing, Barbara Pierce be-
came the first lady during the 
1989-1993 Presidency of George 
H.W. Bush and was the mother 
of the 43rd president, George W. 
Bush, who occupied the office 
from 2001 to 2009.

Bush was raised in Rye, 
N.Y., by parents Pauline and 
Marvin Pierce. Her father 
was president of the Mc-
Call Corporation, a women’s 
magazine publisher. She 
met her future husband at a 
school dance at Ashley Hall 
in Charleston, S.C., in 1945. 
After World War II and a stint 
at Smith College, she married 
at 19 and had six children, 
including a daughter named 

Robin, who died of leukemia 
at 3 years old in 1953.

Bush had the distinction of 
being the second woman to be 
the wife and mother of U.S. presi-

dents, the first being Abigail Ad-
ams.  She also was a descendant 
of President Franklin Pierce.

Her son, George W. Bush, 
released a statement following 

her death calling her a fabulous 
first lady and “a woman unlike 
any other who brought levity, 
love, and literacy to millions.”

“Mom kept us on our toes 

and kept us laughing until the 
end,” he said. “I’m a lucky man 
that Barbara Bush was my 
mother. Our family will miss 
her dearly, and we thank you 
all for your prayers and good 
wishes.”

According to George W., she 
spent her last day with her hus-
band of 73 years, who was with 
her until her final moments. 

Bush family spokesman Jim 
McGrath did not specify Bush’s 
health issues but she has been 
treated for Grave’s disease in 
the past. 

In a 2013 interview with C-
SPAN she addressed her beliefs. 

“I don’t have a fear of death 
for my precious George or for 
myself because I know that 
there is a great God,” she said. 
“I know we’ll see Robin again, 
one way or another, and our 
families. I have a great faith.”

The Bush family will hold a 
private funeral service at Hous-
ton’s St. Martin’s Episcopal 
Church Saturday.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Former First Lady Barbara Bush, who was born in Flushing, died Tuesday.  Photo by J. Scott Applewhite/AP
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Will your child be 5 by December 31, 2018?

Seats are available for 2018-19 
in the Catholic academies and parish schools in Queens and Brooklyn
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indergarten
It’s time forK

Tuition Assistance Available  
Apply by April 30, 2018 at www.futuresineducation.org

12 to 3 PM 

 We look forward  
to seeing you!
 We look forward  
to seeing you!

 Learn about exciting research opportunities, 
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with 
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

Accepted Students ReceptionAccepted Students Reception
Sunday, April 29th        Noon to 3 pm 

YORK COLLEGE! Atrium of the Academic Core Building,   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451.

Contact the Admissions Office by visiting  
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169. 

Free parking is available for this event.

The Time is Now!The Time is Now! 
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS extends congratulations and invites  
all students accepted to York College for Fall 2018 to attend the
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER
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41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

We must pay more attention to our trees
As the summer season ap-

proaches, more and more people 
fill the sidewalks and parks of our 
city. There are the thousands of 
trees that line those sidewalks and 
fill those parks. Are they safe to 
walk under?

The city Parks Department is 
responsible for the maintenance 
and inspection of all street and 
park trees. In Queens alone, there 
are over 248,000 trees. With so 
many trees in one borough, the 
job of maintaining and inspecting 
them requires nothing less than a 
Herculean effort.

While the forestry division in 
each borough works very hard to 
do the job, there needs to be several 
more professional arborists, prun-
ers, climbers and tree inspectors 
hired.

The Parks Department should 
request state and federal assistance 

to get this massive task completed.
With early predictions of anoth-

er very active Atlantic hurricane 
season by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, 
this should be another impetus for 
the Parks Department to really get 
moving on this.

Trees add beauty and peace to 
the landscape and supply us with 
oxygen, while taking in carbon di-
oxide. Their leafy canopies give us 
cool shade on hot summer days and 
their roots also hold soil in place 
and prevent erosion, especially on 
hillsides. They give off brilliant 
displays of color in autumn.

Their maintenance, which in-
cludes pruning and feeding on a 
regular basis in order to be kept 
healthy.  Those trees which are 
weak, dead or dying must be re-
moved to prevent possible injury, 
death or damage. New Yorkers 

should be able to walk down tree-
lined streets and in city parks 
without having the fear of a tree or 
a part of a tree falling on them.

When homeowners or business 
owners are requesting that a tree 
in front of their property be re-
moved because they believe it is a 
hazard, those trees should be taken 
down  without question.

Tree inspectors must take into 
account the concerns of these 
people, while also inspecting and 
evaluating the tree. A written re-
port signed by the tree inspector 
should be given to the homeowner 
or business owner explaining how 
the inspection was done and why 
he or she deems it necessary or 
unnecessary to have the tree re-
moved.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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 Out with the old and in with the new.
Patrick Nowakowski resigned from his role as Long 

Island Rail Road president last week after transit advo-
cates, MTA board members and commuters called on 
MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota for a shake-up at the be-
leaguered rail line. 

Nowakowski had been the LIRR president for four 
years, during which many of his decisions were questioned 
and a state report claimed commuter service had sunk to 
its lowest performance rate in nearly two decades.

With up to 9.2 million riders frequently inconve-
nienced, the regional economy sustained about a $75 
million loss in productivity throughout the year in 2017 
with an on-time performance of 91.4 percent, which had 
not been seen since 1999, according to the March report 
from state Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli’s office.

Although 2017 saw the worst performance in 18 
years, January 2018 was the worst month for the LIRR 
in 22 years. Blizzards and exceedingly cold temperatures 
shrank the already suffering on-time performance down 
to 83.9 percent. Nowakowski’s LIRR also had a reputa-
tion of failing to communicate with the riders when it 
came to delays and cancellations. 

It wasn’t all bad, though, and could’ve been worse. 
The transit agency, under Nowakowski’s guidance was 
well-prepared for the feared Summer of Hell last year. 
He also made a move to improve the transit situation 
at Belmont, where there had been dangerous crowding 
and hours of delays near the racetrack. But it ultimately 
wasn’t enough to stay the course or save his job.

Now it’s up to new LIRR President Phillip Eng to turn 
things around at the nation’s largest commuter railroad. 
And it’s not going to be easy. 

In addition to fighting the ongoing battle of late trains 
and cancellations, Eng will also be responsible for ensur-
ing the completion of several construction projects and 
major repairs, including the East Side Access project to 
link the LIRR to Grand Central Terminal.

Queens lawmakers have also been pushing for the im-
plementation of a Freedom Ticket plan, which would po-
tentially reduce the cost and time burdens faced by south-
east Queens transit users who commute to Manhattan.

Eng has been with the MTA since March 2017, when 
he was appointed the chief operating officer and was re-
sponsible for leading major initiatives across all of the 
MTA’s agencies.  He has an extensive transit background 
dating back to 1983 when he started his career at the state 
Department of Transportation. 

It seems he has the experience to make a difference. 
Time will tell if he’s up to the task, but one thing is clear: 
He must do a better job than his predecessor. The LIRR’s 
performance is trending downward and it’s up to Eng to 
buck the trend. 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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“Who are you wearing?”
That’s a question Oscar con-

tenders answer easily — their 
designers are sometimes as fa-
mous as they are. But it wasn’t 
always so. For instance, have 
you heard of Kiviette, or Zelda 
Wynn Valdez? 

Neither had I. But then I 
got, “The Hidden History of 
American Fashion: Rediscov-
ering 20th Century Women 
Designers,” edited by Nancy 
Deihl, director of the graduate 
program in Costume Studies 
at New York University. Each 
chapter focuses on a now-for-
gotten woman who, often be-
hind the scenes, designed the 
clothing that changed the way 
America dressed. 

Take, for instance, Staten 
Island’s own Kiviette. In her 
day, she went by that one 
name, like Beyoncé or Madon-
na. Born Yeda Kiviette in 1893, 
her career spanned the Jazz 
Age, two World Wars, and the 

rise of Hollywood. Her genius 
was to toggle between design-
ing costumes for the stage and 
clothes for “real life.” 

Over the years, her cos-
tumes were featured in 88 pro-
ductions, including “Vanity 
Fair,” a 1919 vaudeville review 
that she produced herself to 
get more exposure. “A Daz-
zling Display of Frocks, Frills, 
and Fascinating Femininity” 
by a “New Genius Designer” 
declared … well … Kiviette 
herself in the ad she took out.

It worked. In fact, over time 
she became such a trendsetter 
that society women would go 
to plays featuring Kiviette cos-
tumes just to see what was chic 
and new. Then they’d tell their 
dressmakers: “Copy that!”

But as Dilia Lopez-Gydosh 
notes in her chapter on the 
designer, Kiviette was always 
evolving. And even as she was 
bringing theatrical design 
to everyday clothes, she also 
started bringing everyday 
clothes to theatrical design. 
Before Kiviette came along, 
almost all plays were an ex-
cuse to dazzle the crowd with 
sequins, feathers, and frip-
pery, no matter what the play 
was about. It was Kiveitte who 
declared that “costumes must 
adhere to the time, place, and 

character of the play.” Enough 
with the feathers! 

Besides, there were other, 
newer ways to get attention. 
Kiviette scandalized society 
by outfitting the chorus girls 
in a comedy about a country 
club in shorts. Shorts! Until 
then, shorts were considered 
proper only for tennis or the 
beach. Kiviette made them a 
“look.” Be grateful!

As successful as Kiviette 
was downtown, Zelda Wynn 
Valdes was uptown in Harlem. 
Wynn, Deihl writes, moved 
easily between costume design 
and high fashion, too, creating 
gowns for A-list celebrities in-
cluding Josephine Baker, Mae 
West, Eartha Kitt, Ruby Dee, 
Gladys Knight, and Aretha 
Franklin.

Of course, no one starts 
out famous. Wynn was born 
in 1905 and grew up in small 
town in Pennsylvania. Her 
first job was in her uncle’s tai-
loring shop in White Plains. By 
the age of 30 she had her own 
dress shop there, advertising 
in The Amsterdam News as a 
“Colored Designer of Fashions 
for Men and Women.”

So busy was she with cus-
tomers from the city that in 
1948 she moved her shop to 
Harlem — 158th and Broad-

way. The neighborhood was 
bustling and so was her busi-
ness, employing nine skilled 
seamstresses. It was that same 
year that Nat King Cole was 
getting married — a media 
event so enormous, writes 
Deihl, that it “momentarily 
seemed to suspend the barrier 
of racial segregation.” 

Wynn made the dresses 
for everyone in the bridal 
party, including seven brides-
maids in ice-blue satin gowns 
so spectacular that even The 
New York Times, which rarely 
wrote about anything “up-
town” back then, took note. As 
for The Amsterdam News, it 
reveled in the sheer gorgeous-
ness of the event, noting that, 
“It made you feel very proud 
indeed, because it isn’t often 
that the folks downtown get the 
opportunity to see Harlemites 
in a smart, social light.”

One of Wynn’s earliest ce-
lebrity clients was Ella Fitzger-
ald. While Ella became a loyal 
customer, she did not come in 
for fittings, so, Wynn later told 
a reporter, “I’d just look at the 
papers and say, ‘Gee, she’s got-
ten larger,’” and adjust accord-
ingly.

By then, Wynn had relo-
cated her store to West 57th 
Street near Carnegie Hall, 

and named it “Chez Zelda.” 
Her super-tight gowns had 
made her — and some of her 
clients — even more famous, 
including the singer Joyce 
Bryant, whose dresses were so 
tight she reportedly could not 
sit down in them. But Wynn 
was making news on another 
front, too — civil rights. She 
was a co-founder of the Na-
tional Association of Fashion 
and Accessory Designers. 
“NAFAD” mentored young Af-
rican-America designers, pro-
vided scholarships, and held 
conferences in an effort to con-
nect with the larger American 
fashion industry.

At age 65, Wynn began de-
signing for the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem — a job she contin-
ued for almost 30 years. One 
initiative of hers: Dyeing the 
tights to match the skin tone 
of each dancer, “an aesthetic 
departure from the standard 
pale pink of ballet,” writes 
Deihl.

Talk about making a state-
ment with fashion. And those 
are just two of firebrands in 
this book. 

Wow.  

Lenore Skenazy is president 
of Let Grow and author of “Has 
the World Gone Skenazy?”

Meet the ‘Hidden Figures’ of the fashion industry
COLUMNS

Our president is restricted 
to two four-year terms in of-
fice. It was the tradition in 
the U.S. government before 
it became law with the 22nd 
Amendment.

That tradition has been 
carried on in the history of 
our country, with the excep-
tion of Franklin Roosevelt, 
who was elected and re-elected 
three times. Few traditions 
have held as much as the four-
year terms. 

It was George Washington 
who set the tone of serving two 
terms as president before re-
linquishing office. There may 
have been many reasons why 
he did this. The one primary 
reason seems to be he was tired 
of the press that opposed him, 
attacking him in their news-
papers. They were constantly 
accusing him of being a dic-
tator and wanting to become 
king of our nation. He gave up 
the presidency after two terms 
since he was weary of these re-
lentless attacks against what 
he considered his integrity. 

The U.S. Constitution states 
that U.S. senators serve for 
six years and the U.S. House 
of Representatives members 
serve for two years. There 
have been few attempts to 
change that and few criticisms 

of the policy, although Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson indicat-
ed that he would like to see the 
House members given a three-
year term. Nothing came of it 
during his presidency. 

With all the talk about 
term limits during recent 
years, it is time to consider 
the length of office that our 
highest public officials serve, 
especially in the federal gov-
ernment. If we are going to 
make these changes, the time 
has come to consider a Con-
stitutional Convention where 
these matters can be debated 
and given serious thought. It 
has also been said that our 
term of office for the presi-
dency should be extended to 
three four-year terms from 
the present two.

When we consider term 

limits at the highest level of 
government, we are consid-
ering our highest elected of-
ficials in such a way as to not 
give the people a chance to 
vote for whoever they wish 
since the incumbent has been 
eliminated as a potential can-
didate.

Democracy has many as-
pects to it, and one of them is 
that we may vote for whoever 
we wish. When voting is re-
stricted to everyone except the 
incumbent who has served the 
maximum number of terms, 
it limits democratic alterna-
tives. It could be said regard-
ing the limits that the people 
are not trusted to vote for a 
new fresh candidate and they 
will continue to vote for the 
incumbent. It is the right and 
privilege of voters to vote for 

whoever they wish including 
the incumbent officeholders. 
However, this matter should 
be debated before a Constitu-
tional Convention or some-
thing close to it.

We are at the time when our 
high officeholders, especially 
those in executive positions, 
have the knowledge and ex-
perience to carry on success-
ful policies. That is especially 
true in foreign policy. We 
have a Constitution that has 
been strong and enduring, but 
from time to time, changes are 
needed. Just consider all the 
amendments that have been 
added to this document.

We need to have our of-
ficeholders stay in office long 
enough to establish policies 
and continue with them to 
hopeful success.

Changing the terms of offi ce for federal executives

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action
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LATE

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

4/20/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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$7,995$7,995$7,900$6,995$6,995$4,995

$11,975$11,888$11,588$10,995$10,995$10,888

$14,995$14,995$14,888$14,888$13,888$14,588 BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘16 DODGE CHARGER  ‘17 HONDA ACCORD  

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER'16 HONDA CIVIC EX

29k miles, Stk#2920824k miles, Stk#M38786

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA  ILX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA'15 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

39,600 miles, Stk 35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY MALIBU

36k miles, Stk#8357

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

39k miles, Stk#31564108k miles, Stk#31719

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 4/20/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

W
ITH

 O
U

R
 LA

R
G

E S
ELEC

TIO
N

 O
F IN

V
EN

TO
R
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E A

R
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U
R
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A
V

E A
 V

EH
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LE TO
 FIT YO

U
R
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EED

S
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 B
U

D
G

ET!

$23,588

$13,588

$9,988$9,800$9,488$9,200$8,888$8,500

$12,888$12,888$12,888$12,888$11,995

$22,995$22,900$19,888$17,500$15,950 BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
BUY 
FOR:

‘16 NISSAN FRONTIER

15k miles Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
BUY 
FOR:

'14 INFINITI Q50

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
BUY 
FOR:

13,154 miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

23,114 miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 NISSAN VERSA

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#32469
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYBRID

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
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City is one of the first major cit-
ies to commit to taking this step, 
and it’s crucial to ensuring all of 
our facilities are welcoming and 
safe for all New Yorkers, no mat-
ter their gender identity.”

In 2012, 40 percent of trans-
gender prisoners were sexually 

abused compared to 4 percent 
of prisoners in general, accord-
ing to the U.S. Bureau of Justice 
Statistics.

“No one should feel unsafe for 
being who they are,” NYC Com-
mission on Human Rights Chair 
and Commissioner Carmelyn 
Malalis said. “Housing incarcer-
ated individuals consistent with 
their gender identity is not only 
about dignity and respect but 
an important recognition of the 

unique challenges and vulner-
abilities transgender and non-
conforming individuals face in 
correction facilities nationwide.”

Many U.S. cities and states 
force transgender and gender 
non-conforming inmates into 
solitary confinement or house 
inmates according to their gen-
der assigned at birth, putting 
them at higher risk for physical 
and sexual violence, according 
to City Hall.

nual income. The cost-to-income 
ratio for renters was 36 percent, 
while homeowners spent 37 per-
cent of their annual income. 

StreetEasy said the median 
renter in Queens earns slightly 
more than the citywide median 
income, but also faces slightly 
higher housing costs. 

“Homeowners in Queens, 
however, are slightly less well 
off, typically earning less than 
the citywide median income for 
homeowners and also seeing 

slightly lower housing costs,” the 
report said. “The divergent costs 
of renting and owning in Queens 
are further corroborated by a 
recent StreetEasy market report 
that found rents falling across 
the borough as sales prices hit 
an all-time high.”

The study went on to show 
that on average, Brooklyn rent-
ers and buyers earn less than the 
New York City median income. 
For homeowners, Brooklyn 
has the highest housing cost-to-
income burden, with 38 percent. 
The income burden for renters is 
also high, with renters in Brook-
lyn earning an average of $20,000 

less than those in Manhattan. 
Compared to Manhattanites, 
homeowners in Brooklyn earn 
an average of nearly $60,000 less 
per year.

StreetEasy said Bronx resi-
dents fared the worst, with rent-
ers and owners earning the least 
of any borough. Despite facing 
the lowest housing costs, resi-
dents are significantly burdened. 
The Bronx has the highest me-
dian-rent-to-income ratio in all 
of New York City, meaning that 
the average renter earned $29,302 
and spend $13,176 — 45 percent of 
their annual income — in rent. 

ridiculous because there are 
100 van operators in the south-
east Queens area and they 
serve around 120,000 riders a 
day and to put them near an 
area that floods would be what 
is truly unsafe.

Miller said the van protest-
ers are grasping at straws with 
the flood zone accusation, and 
according to FloodHelpNY.
org, a flood mapping website, 
that part of downtown Jamai-
ca is not a flood zone area.

Ricketts also thinks the 
mayor is lumping his safety 
concerns on legal van drivers 
when the real solution should 
be sending enforcement 
agents from the Taxi and Lim-
ousine Commission to remove 
the illegal van drivers who 
sometimes park at bus stops 

and block traffic at 153rd St. 
between Jamaica and Archer 
avenues.

“They want to pool us 
all together,” said Ricketts. 
“They have never drawn a 
distinction between legal van 
operators and the illegal van 
operators.”

Miller reiterated that the 
main concern will always be 
safety in the area.

“We cannot enjoy any of 
the enhancements or develop-
ment going on if we are not 
safe. This is about safety,” said 
the councilman.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

plans for the Canarsie Tun-
nel reconstruction project 
and expect the 7 train to have 
enough capacity for addition-
al riders boarding at Court 
Square while the project is 
underway,” MTA spokesman 
Shams Tarek said. “We’ll also 
vigilantly monitor conditions 
and deploy personnel to help 
customers as they navigate 
unfamiliar routes.”

The Canarsie Tunnel was 
one of nine underwater right 
of ways flooded during Su-
perstorm Sandy in 2012 and 
sustained the most amount 
of damage to tracks, signals, 
signal lines, power cables, 
communication lines, light-
ing and ducts along the over 
7,000-foot stretch.

Walls must be rehabili-
tated to ensure the structural 
integrity of the tunnel.

“They don’t really have a 
precise way to know who is 
gong to use which lines, so 
they’re making assumptions 
and no one thinks the 7 line 
is as bad as it is,” said Melissa 
Orlando, another founding 
member of Access Queens. 
“People who don’t ride the 
train don’t understand how 
bad it is... There’s kind of like 
a disconnect from what’s ac-
tually happening and I think 
they’re really not anticipat-
ing, not able to anticipate, 
what’s actually going to hap-
pen.”

During peak hours, DOT 
will turn curbside parking 

on 14th Street in Manhattan 
into a bus lane with an HOV 
lane to provide bus service 
across the Williamsburg 
Bridge starting at the Bush-
wick Avenue stop of the L 
and will include redesigns of 
Grand Avenue  

“The 15-month closure 
of the L train is an unprec-
edented challenge. DOT and 
MTA have been doing exten-
sive analysis and planning, 
and we expect to release 
more information shortly,” 
a DOT spokesman said. “We 
think that a substantial 
group of people will choose 
to bike, and encourage it as 
a safe, comfortable, and en-
vironmentally efficient mode 
of transportation. DOT is 
working hard to provide an 
expansion to safe cycling in-
frastructure in both Brook-
lyn and Manhattan as part of 
the L train tunnel shutdown 
work to ensure that any ad-
ditional cyclists are well ac-
commodated. DOT and MTA 
will continue our ongoing 
work in engaging, reviewing, 
and evaluating the mitiga-
tion plans prior to, during, 
and after the partial L train 
shutdown.”

The representatives from 
Access Queens were grateful, 
however, that the MTA took 
into account their sugges-
tion to provide free walking 
transfers between the G and 
the No. 7 at Hunters Point Av-
enue.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

visit the city.
“We have to fix our transpor-

tation system, we have to put the 
money in the system, and put 
management to the issue, and 
that is something that we must 
deal with,” said Stringer. 

Not only does the comp-
troller want to secure funds to 

help seniors and adults travel, 
but he also wants to ensure the 
future of the youth by having 
more teachers who specialize in 
STEM and the arts, two areas 
that he said will have the most 
viable jobs of tomorrow.

“The high-tech economy is 
now defined by science, by the 
arts and those are where the op-
portunities our grandchildren 
and children will have,” said 
Stringer, who has an elementa-
ry school-age child. “We have to 

make sure that all of our schools 
have certified arts teachers and 
science teachers offering kids 
real curricula... so that they 
can become coders and entre-
preneurs in the 21st century 
economy.” 

His last goal for education is 
for zip code-less schools. 

“You should be able to go 
to a school and have a real fu-
ture and not be discriminated 
against by the time you are 5 
years old.” 

Continued from Page 5 

Stringer

Continued from Page 4 

Tunnel

Continued from Page 17 

Vans

Continued from Page 4 

Rikers

Continued from Page 5 

Housing

the Dream Act by conceding 
power to the Republicans. Now, 
with an election looming, Peral-
ta has decided he is a Democrat 
who will fight for the Dream Act 
once again. Queens’ residents 
won’t fall for this bait and switch 
— it’s too little, too late.”

Ramos accused Peralta of 
faking concern about the lack 
of passage of the bill, which was 
shot down by Republicans in 
the Senate he supported earlier 
this year, because of a hostile 
amendment he inserted. 

A hostile amendment is a re-
vision on a bill aimed to derail 
the stated intent and purpose of 
a resolution, according to www.
nysenate.gov.

“As the daughter of immi-
grants, I’m deeply offended by 
Peralta’s empty lip service on 

the DREAM Act,” said Ramos. 
“Immigrant families are suffer-
ing because of Peralta’s danger-
ous alliance with the party of 
Trump, and I’m running to put 
an end to Peralta’s charade and 
take real action on the Dream 
Act.” 

Peralta said that Ramos is 
just full of talk. 

“Any of my opponents can 
talk about they will do this or 
they will do that, but what are 
you doing to put the energy and 
the legwork to make it happen?” 
Peralta said. “Are you lobbying 
legislators? Are you talking to 
Democrats, Republicans and In-
dependents? Are you putting in 
the hours and negotiating what 
it is to get to that magic number 
of 32. If you are not, then you are 
just talking the talk because you 
are running for office.”

The Dreamers who stood in 
the sweltering heat next to the 
Unisphere were less concerned 
about Peralta’s role in the IDC 

and more interested in getting 
the bill passed and help fellow 
Dreamers succeed.

“We support the senator’s 
legislation to pass the Dream 
Act,” said Franco Arroyo, 
the executive assistant of the 
Dominico-American Society of 
Queens, a nonprofit dedicated to 
improving the lives of Queens 
residents.

The organization has its 
headquarters in Corona and 
many of the students who are 
apart of its youth development 
program are undocumented. 

“We see that the [kids] have 
fire in their eyes, and we want 
to support them so that they con-
tinue their education, however, 
many of them are unaware of 
the situations they are in as their 
families may not have told them 
about their status,” Arroyo said. 
“We need to fight for the Dream 
Act. We need to fight for the next 
generation of leaders.”

Continued from Page 5 

Dream Act
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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PPHHHOOTOOOS BBYYY MMMIICCHHAAAAEELL SSSSHHAAAINN

Organizers of the parade — a celebration of the Hindi new year usually marked in March — 
moved the colorful event back a month this year in hopes of warmer weather. The march 
got a near-perfect day with clear skies and temperatures in the 70s.

Tossing colored powder is the hallmark of the Phagwah 
Parade, attended by more than 10,000 people this year.

Lakshmi Singh (c.), the wildly popular Guyanese TV host, 
poses with friends outside Phil Rizzuto Park. 

A vendor is baptized by a couple of friends as he sells flags — Guyanese and Indian — during the 30th 
Annual Phagwah Parade in Richmond Hill, the heart of Queens’ Indo-Carribbean community.   

This boy marching in the parade is drumming with a Guyanese 
flair.

Assistant Chief David Barrere, commanding officer of 
Queens South Patrol Borough, joins the celebration.

Hindu classical dance is primarily a storytelling tradition and, until modern times, was per-
formed in temples — rarely outdoors in a non-religious setting.  

 WORTH THE WAIT
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Developers gave outsiders a first glimpse of TWA terminal at JFK airport — one of the most revered pieces of modern architec-
ture in the world — halfway through its conversion into a 512-room hotel.

When the terminal was first opened in 1962, this tunnel was a walkway for passengers to their flights. Now it will pave the 
way for guests to get to their rooms.  

The hotel rooms pay homage to the past with a 1960s design 
and function, including a period-perfect chair, pole lamp 
and a rotary telephone — which actually works as a voice-
over-internet phone for free calls anywhere in the world.

Tyler Morse, the chief developer of the $265 million TWA Hotel project, explains what the hotel will look like after renovation — including four restaurants, eight bars and an observation desk.

A block of hotel rooms goes up behind the repurposed 
terminal (r.), which is expected to welcome 10,000 visitors 
a day. 

It’s 1962 all over againall over again

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

FirstFirst glimpseglimpse
atat JFK’sJFK’s
TWATWA HotelHotel
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“It’s mind-blowing,” 
said Ladau, who takes on 
a host of other crucial is-
sues, including the high 
rate of domestic violence 
and sexual abuse suf-
fered by disabled wom-
en. She also fights for 
smooth sidewalks.

At times, the media 
portrays disability in less 
than acceptable ways, ac-
cording to Ladau. And it 
seems that even in these 
progressive, enlightened 
times, many people view 
disabilities in a nega-
tive light, perhaps as 
a burden to caregivers 
and even to those using 
wheelchairs, who are 
dealing with limitations 
daily.

These are some of the 
issues that the activist, 
who like her mother 
is living with Larsen 
Syndrome — a disorder 
that affects the develop-
ment of bones through-
out the body — has been 
speaking out about and 
hoping to change. She 
said storytelling is at 
the heart of her work 
in disability activism, 
and she addresses ev-
erything from practical 
presentations on using 
social media for effec-
tive advocacy to deeply 
personal conversations 
about her experiences 
as a disabled woman.

Ladau often reminds 
folks that the rights af-
forded to all humans by 
the Constitution do not 
prevent the stigmatiza-
tion and injustices expe-
rienced by disabled peo-
ple and points out that it’s 
why legislation such as 
the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act came to ex-
ist due to the hard work 
of activists. Yet, she ex-
plains, such legal protec-
tions still do not prevent 
prejudice or exclusion of 
disability — a major so-
cial justice issue.

And considering 
that one in five Ameri-
cans has disabilities, 
she said, “it’s time to 
learn that disability 
can intersect with ev-
ery identity. Every. 
Single. One.”

In educating people 
about what it’s like to 
live with a disability 
like hers, Laudau said 
she works with the 
idea that “if you want 
the world to be acces-

sible to the disability 
community, you need 
to make the disability 
community and all the 
ideas and concepts sur-
rounding disability ac-
cessible to the world. 
So, I believe that advo-
cacy is definitely a two-
way street. And I work 
to make my experiences 
something that people 
can understand.”

 The creative ac-
tivist said she is very 
proud of the fact that 
she has taken her per-
sonal passion for dis-
ability advocacy and 
turned it into a profes-
sional career. She was 
recently recognized by 
the American Associa-
tion of People with Dis-
abilities with the Paul 
G. Hearne Emerging 
Leader Award.

“With that award 
comes some funding 
that I’m going to use 
to begin a disabled 
writers fellowship pro-
gram,” she said. “So I’ll 
be working with writ-
ers with disabilities 
through an organiza-
tion I work for called 
Rooted in Rights, 
where I currently serve 
as editor-in-chief of the 
blog, and I’m going to 
be mentoring young 
writers with disabili-
ties and helping them 

find a pathway as they 
start their careers.”

Pointing out that 
language and labels are 
important in describing 
people with disabilities, 
Ladau said she prefers 
to be called ‘a disabled 
woman’ vs. ‘a woman 
with a disability.’  

“I would say my dis-
ability doesn’t define 
me as a whole person. 
It’s one aspect of my 
multi-faceted ID,” she 
said. “And I do consider 
disability to be an iden-
tity and something that 
I’m proud of, so in the 
same way that I say, ‘I 
am a Jewish woman,’ I 
put the identity before 
the word ‘woman.’ It’s 
something I consider to 
be a part of me.”

With her mom being 
disabled, young Ladau 
grew up in an environ-
ment where that was 
all she knew.

“Since my mom and 
I share the same dis-
ability. I have always 
had a built-in role 
model in my life who 
really showed me how 
to advocate for myself 
and how to fight for the 
things that I need and 
someone to show me 
that having a disability 
doesn’t mean that you 
cannot live a full life,” 
she said.

Ladau in an 2002 epsiode of “Sesame Street.” 
 Courtesy of Emily Ladau

Continued from Page 8 

THE BATTLE INTESIFIES

Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 4, 2018!
Deadline May 1, 2018

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$95 per person,

table of 10 - $900

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 7, 2018

 

 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 10th, 2018
6pm–10pm

HONOREES
Payal Aggarwal

Lenny Banovez and 
Laura Frye

Barbara Bell
Giselle Burgess
Carmin Caterina
Brianna Ferranti
Henry Foster

Gabriel Gonzalez
Thomas Grech

Jukay Hsu
Amna Javid

Kindell Keyes
Dr. Junho Lee
Nick Master

Sr. Kathleen McKinney
Khaair Morrison

Dre Popov
Leslie Ramos
James Regan

Maureen Regan
Felix V. Matos Rodriguez

Dr. David Rosenthal
Edwin Westley

Nadezhda Williams
Nantasha Williams
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY BILL PARRY
 
When Mayor Bill de Blasio signed 

legislation last August to provide 
low-income New Yorkers with univer-
sal access to legal representation for 
wrongful evictions, the city became 
the first in the nation to establish this 
type of law.

The Right to Counsel NYC Co-
alition and Catholic Migration Ser-
vices hosted a town hall meeting in 
Elmhurst last week to explain the de-
tails of the new law, such as why the 
Right to Counsel is so important, the 
eligibility requirements, how to find 
an attorney, which Queens zip codes 
will begin implementing RTC, and 
how to build tenant power.

After learning that 11433, 11434, 
and 11373 are the first Queens zip 
codes to have the law phased in, more 
than 150 tenants at the meeting in St. 
Bartholomew Catholic Academy in 
Elmhurst broke into small discussion 
groups to discuss the issues with at-
torneys and organizers.

“I’m so excited that Right to Coun-
sel became a reality. This new right 
gives tenants access to free legal 
representation but also gives them 
a new tool to build power,” Catholic 
Migration Services Tenant Organizer 
Lorena Lopez said. “As tenants learn 
about this right and use it to defend 
themselves against evictions, I be-
lieve they’ll feel empowered to take 
more action and build stronger tenant 
associations. These communities will 
stand up, protect each other and when 
that happens, tenants win.”

Prior to Right to Counsel, nearly 
no tenants had legal representation 

in Housing Court -- estimated as just 
1 percent in 2013 by state court of-
ficials -- which resulted in high in-
cidences of evictions and unchecked 
tenant harassment. To help close the 
gap, the de Blasio administration dra-
matically increased the availability 
of city-funded legal services for low-
income tenants, increasing funding 
for legal assistance for tenants facing 
eviction or harassment from $6 mil-
lion in 2013 to $62 million in 2016, a 
tenfold increase.

The program successfully in-
creased tenant representation in 
Housing Court from 1 percent in 2013 
to 27 percent in 2016. At the same 
time, residential evictions by mar-
shals declined by 24 percent, allow-
ing 40,000 people to remain in their 
homes during 2016 and 2016 [2016 and 
2017? or 2015 and 2016?], according to 
City Hall.

“It’s been five years since the on-
and-off fight to keep my home started,” 
Elmhurst resident Martin Hernandez 
said. “Getting the help of Catholic 
Migration Services and its attorneys 
has been instrumental in being able 
to stay in our homes and defend our-
selves. That’s why I’m thankful not 
only for the help I have been able to 
get, but now with the Right to Coun-
sel, all low-income families in New 
York will be able to access the legal 
assistance we have always needed. 
The Right to Counsel will empower us 
to continue with our struggle to have 
decent housing and equal rights.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Counsel law explained
to Elmhurst residents

Tenants from Elmhurst and Corona gather to learn more about the city’s new 
Right to Counsel at a town hall meeting at St. Bartholomew Catholic Academy. 

Courtesy of Catholic Migration Services
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

It was that unforgettable era 

of sex, swagger and swing – when 

Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Bob-

by Darin and Sammy Davis, Jr.  

were household names.

With his irresistible charm 

and polished, old-fashioned style 

combined with a flair for singing 

those iconic songs of yesteryear, 

Bayside native Jonathan Poretz, 

wonderfully recreates the hey-

day of a young Las Vegas, bring-

ing a retro ‘60s vibe to the Fein-

stein’s/54 Below stage, where he 

performs his swoon-worthy pro-

duction of “When Vegas Was VE-

GAS!”  Tickets are on sale for the 7 

p.m. show scheduled for Tuesday, 

May 15.

Feinstein’s/54 Below is a popu-

lar nightclub in the theater dis-

trict, located a few blocks from the 

heart of Times Square and just be-

low the legendary Studio 54, at 254 

W. 54th St.

Backed by his swingin’ mini-

big band, the modern-day crooner 

and San Francisco resident, will 

be pulling out all the stops when 

he returns to his hometown of New 

York City after 35 years.

So, if you’re in the mood for a 

dose of vintage Vegas, you and 

your date can almost step back in 

time when you experience music, 

comedy, and uniquely told stories 

from a bygone era.

Poretz, who has toured the 

United States and Europe in vari-

ous tribute shows as Frank Si-

natra, puts his unique stamp on 

every song he belts and wows au-

diences with authentic, big band 

arrangements of everyone’s fa-

vorite songs from the vast cata-

logs of Sinatra, Martin, Darin 

and Davis Jr., including “I’ve Got 

You Under My Skin,” “Fly Me To 

The Moon,” “Ain’t That A Kick 

In The Head,” “That’s Amore,” 

“What Kind Of Fool Am I,” “Mack 

The Knife,” “Splish Splash,” “My 

Way,” “New York, New York,” and 

many more.

The all-star band is led by 

drummer extraordinaire Michael 

Berkowitz, a Broadway and concert 

veteran who has served as musical 

director for Marvin Hamlisch and 

Liza Minnelli, among others. 

Poretz left his beloved Queens 

behind for sunny California in 

1995 and has been living in the 

Bay Area for 23 years.

“While Thomas Wolfe wrote 

‘you can’t go home again,’ this 

‘prodigal Son-atra’ believes other-

wise,” Poretz said in an interview 

with TimesLedger. “I’ll be com-

ing home to perform in May, and 

bringing with me my 90-year-old 

dad (also from Bayside, by way of 

Brighton Beach), who’ll be mak-

ing his last visit home to see/hear 

his son perform in our home city.”

The journey back to New York 

has been a lengthy one, Poretz said.

“When I left New York City, I had 

pretty much put my music career 

and ambitions on hold,” he said. 

“My PR day job was taking me out 

to Silicon Valley almost monthly 

and leaving was one of the hard-

est decisions I ever had to make. 

Sadly, it was my mother’s passing, 

the same year I moved to Califor-

nia, that made me realize I needed 

to get back to doing what makes me 

happy. After all, life is short.”  

BAYSIDE NATIVE PORETZ BRINGS VINTAGE VEGAS VIBE TO STUDIO 54BBAAYYSSIIDDE NNAATIVVEE PPORREETTZZ BBRRIINNGGS VVIINNTAAGGEE VVEEGGAAS VVIIBBEE TTOO SSTTUUDDIO 544

A New York A New York 
homecominghomecoming

Continued on Page 42

Bayside native Jonathan Poretz returns 
to New York City for his Feinstein’s/54 
Below debut, with his swingin’ mini big 
band, to perform authentic arrange-
ments of classic songs from the vast 
catalogs of Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, 
Bobby Darin and Sammy Davis, Jr. 
 Courtesy of Jonathan Poretz
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Answers in Sports

Little Women — This 
unusual production employs 
a rich variety of 19th century 
songs that bring the era to 
life. From spirituals to Civil 
War marches and ballads to 
popular parlor songs by such 
well-known tunesmiths as 
Stephen Collins Foster and 
even some familiar opera 
excerpts, the music will 
transport you to the world 
of 1860s New England in ear-
catching, toe-tapping style.
When: Saturday, April 21, 
at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, April 22, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: St. Luke’s Church, 
Forest Hills
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org/

The Marriage of Figaro 
— All Figaro wants to do 
is get married. Will he be 
clever enough to outwit all 
the people who seem to be 
standing in his way?
When: Thursday, April 
26, Friday, April 27, and 
Saturday, April 28 at 7:30 
p.m.; Sunday, April 29 at 3 
p.m.

Where: Goldstein Theatre, 
Queens College
Cost: $20; $18 for seniors; 
$10 for students
Contact: (718) 793-8080

Shiny Angles In Angular 
Time — “Shiny Angles In 
Angular Time” constructs a 
“black box” of sorts within 
the Chocolate Factory’s 
white industrial space and 
proceeds to subvert its 
conventions, unfolding via 
a series of durational, live 
and videotaped actions, both 
virtuosic and fanciful.
When: Friday, April 27, at 8 
p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.
org/melinda-ring-renee-
archibald-shiny-angles-in-
angular-time/

Latin Dance Fiesta — Four 
dance companies, four 
countries represented! Our 
Latin Dance Fiesta is back 
for the third year. In this 
lively and colorful show, four 

renowned dance companies 
will showcase traditional 
dances from their country 
of origin. Nelida Tirado will 
represent Spain with the 
Flamenco, Tango Mundo 
will hit the fl oor with its 
Argentine Tango, Grupo 
Folclórico Batey will show off 
traditional dances from the 
Dominican Republic and Silva 
Dance takes the show to Rio 
with its Capoeira and Samba.
When: Saturday, April 28, at 
8 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $20 - $30
Contact: (718) 760-0064

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — 
The play revolves around 
Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue 
on a mission to find his 
beloved runaway parrot, 
Polly. Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfits, 
Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, 
sword fights, and plenty of 
audience interaction.
When: Saturday, April 28, 
at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, 
$15 for adults; $40 family 
four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake

BY MERLE EXIT

Have you ever heard 
of a mash-up? It’s when 
a producer puts the vo-
cals to a popular song 
on top of the beat and 
melody of another. 

“Wicked Frozen” is 
kind of like that.

That’s the title of 
what Write Act Reper-
tory Producing Artis-
tic Director John Lant 
describes as “the un-
told parody musical of 
some magic ice witch 
princesses and other 
stuff like that.” In other 
words, it’s a satire dedi-
cated to the Broadway 
shows “Wicked” and 
“Frozen.”

“Wicked Frozen” fol-
lows a character known 
as Adele Dazeem (John 
Travolta might be fa-
miliar with her) and her 
teacher Kristen Cheno-
bell (a portmanteau of 
“Frozen” and “Wicked” 
stars Kristen Bell and 

Kristen Chenoweth), 
who become trapped in 
a Boston classroom dur-
ing an unexpected bliz-
zard as Adele sets off 
on a journey through a 
magical land known as 
Scandinorfindelle.  

Directed and cho-
reographed by Zoe 
Farmingdale, the cast 
of 11 features Kathleen 
Armenti, Lily Davis, 
Allison Frasca, Wills 
Jacobs, Tyler Joseph, 
Vanessa Magula, Jake 
McKenna, Chris Evan 
Simpson, Natalie Sul-
livan, Bethany Nicole 
Taylor, and Meagan 
Wells. Two of the actors 
have taken up residency 
in Queens.  

Sullivan, originally 
from Omaha, Neb., has 
lived in Astoria for 
the past five and a half 
years.

“Whenever I visited 
New York, prior to mov-
ing here, I would stay 
with one of my best 

friends who lived in 
Queens. Once I stepped 
off the N train for the 
first time, I knew I had 
found my home,” she 
said. “When I finally 
made the move to New 
York, I didn’t look at any 
other borough. Queens 
just felt right. In addi-
tion to all of the won-
derful family-owned 
businesses and restau-
rants, Astoria has a real 
community feeling that 
I’ve not found anywhere 
else in the city.” 

Sullivan, who has 
been with the show 
since February, por-
trays featured ensemble 
characters including 
a zany student named 
Hildegard Von Schwar-
genstarm and is  “also 
a swing for some of the 
other female roles” 

Sullivan is a New 
York based singer, ac-
tor, and improviser. 
Prior to moving to New 

“Wicked Frozen” pokes fun at theater classics
  Off-Broadway show stars two Astoria actresses

Meagen Wells, who has Astoria roots, plays the part of Miss Chenobell in the Off-Broadway 
production of "Wicked Frozen." Courtesy of Meagan WellsContinued on Page 44
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

April 20, 2018

By Ed Canty

Royalties
Across
1. Largemouth, for 
one
5. Spheres
9. Lint
14. Soothing plant
15. Part of a yard
16. Eagle's nest
17. Lion's title
20. ___ a happy note
21. Appraise once 
again
22. School boards?
25. Banned 
agrochemical
26. Lie at rest
28. Roper 
undertaking
32. One signing off
36. Aladdin 
associate
37. Obi-wan Kenobi 
portrayer
40. Sound, as a bell
41. Little Rock's state
42. Eye sore
43. Tiny swimmer
45. Wacko
46. SWAT team 
members
51. Dessert of 
chilled fruit and 
coconut
56. Brightest stars
57. Anne and 
Elizabeth I, e.g.
60. Arm bones
61. Genealogist's 
work
62. Just beat
63. On the ball

64. Auctioneer's cry
65. Crystal ball 
user

Down
1. Makes bread
2. Dress style
3. Weather balloon
4. Utah lilies
5. Broadway 
opening?
6. Decay
7. Nobel physicist 
Niels
8. Knight mares?
9. Goethe's soul 
seller
10. Cataract site
11. Prod
12. French son
13. Lawyers' 
charges

18. Hot, in Vegas
19. Shade of green
23. "___ Only Just 
Begun"
24. Some houses 
are built on it
27. Heart, for one
28. Brown 
alternative
29. Aces, 
sometimes
30. Actress Kudrow
31. Not as much
32. Questions
33. Pub serving
34. Mouse to  
a hawk
35. Unhealthy  
chest sound
36. Chewing like a 
beaver

38. Coffee 
dispensers
39. Sacred image: 
Var.
43. Sunday event
44. Numbskulls
45. Landscape 
painter Claude
47. Walesa's people
48. Steer clear of
49. Kitchen 
appliance
50. Passover meal
51. Greenish-blue
52. Think (over)
53. The "B" of N.B.
54. Raise
55. Bushy do
58. Sushi selection
59. "Waking ___ 
Devine" (1998 film)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

IN A FOWL MOOD
L A M B M A R I O S P A T
O G E E B L A N C T O N Y
W A D D L E L I K E A D U C K
E V A D E N U L L N E E
R E L E A S E P O K E D

D R A M A T A X C U T
A R I R E N O L E A V E
N O S P R I N G C H I C K E N
T E R R A D E C I E A T
I S A A C S L U K E S

E Y I N G R E S T A M P
E L L N O N E A O L E R
G O I N G C O L D T U R K E Y
I O T A A M B E R R I S E
S T E P T E E N Y S E E R

Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 

has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 

students for 56 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for 

everyone.  Programs are offered for PreK through high school.  Each 2-week session 

provides the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals 

in their specifi c fi eld direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday 

through Friday, from 9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. 

Buses leave our campus at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all 

four sessions.  Door to door transportation is included in the tuition fee of our 

programs for those who wish to use it.

Try the Nature and Outdoor Discovery program; so popular last year it’s sure to 

be an early close out! The perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the great outdoors. 

Activities may include hiking, fi shing, archery, crabbing, camping/survival skills, 

zip-lining, & other adventures.  There are many other great programs offered as 

well.  Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Baseball, Dance, Robotics and Engineering; just 

to name a few.  Check the website:  LuHiSummerCamps.org for a complete listing 

of all programs and descriptions.  

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House April 29th.  Come meet the Directors and see 

the facility.  Spin the K98.3 prize wheel and enter to win a free session of camp.  

Give your child a summer to remember!  

LuHi. . .Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

FILM

Barbarella —  Based on Jean-
Claude Forest’s racy comic 
serial, Director Roger Vadim’s 
fi lm details the adventures 
of a beautiful, kinky “cosmic 
queen” in the distant future of 
the year 40,000. 
When: Friday, April 20, at 7 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

24 Frames —  For what 
would prove to be his fi nal 
fi lm, Iranian director Abbas 
Kiarostami gave himself 
a challenge: to create a 
dialogue between his work 
as a fi lmmaker and his work 
as a photographer, bridging 
the two art forms to which 
he had dedicated his life. 
Setting out to reconstruct 
the moments immediately 

before and after a photograph 
is taken, Kiarostami selected 
24 still images—most of them 
stark landscapes inhabited 
only by foraging birds and 
other wildlife—and digitally 
animated them into subtly 
evolving vignettes, creating a 
series of poignant studies in 
movement, perception, and 

time.
When: Friday, April 20, at 7:30 
p.m.; Saturday, April 21, and 
Sunday, April 22, at 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Latin Boogaloo Meets 
Afrobeat — We’re mashing up 
two cultures on one stage with 
an open dance fl oor. Featuring 
Spanglish Fly, New York 

City’s only band dedicated to 
reviving and renewing Latin 
Boogaloo’s soul and R&B 
mix, and Chop and Quench, 
comprised of members of the 
cast and band of FELA! The 
Musical. Each band plays a set, 
then the two meet and jam. 
Come ready to dance.
When: Friday, April 20, at 8 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16; $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222

Mini-Painting Techniques 
— Through the mini-painting 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 44

Singer Tony Orlando, performing here at the inaugural ball 
for President Trump last year, comes to the Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center in Bayside on Sunday at 3 p.m. 

Photo by David J. Phillip/AP
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“We’ve never seen 
anything this bizarre in 
our lifetimes, where up is 
down and down is up and 
everything is in question 
and nothing is real.”  — 
Charles Lewis, the Center 
for Public Integrity

Try to put those re-
curring thoughts out of 
your mind because, hey, 
it’s spring, it’s warming 
up, and local theater is 
in full bloom.  Here are 
three productions to put 
on your list.

The Astoria Perform-
ing Arts Center once 
again fulfills its mission 
to bring high-quality 
professional theater to 
Queens, winding up its 
17th season with the 
legendary musical “Fol-
lies” (book by James 
Goldman and music and 
lyrics by Stephen Sond-

heim). As we devoted 
Sondheim fans know, the 
characters in “Follies” 
examine the choices they 
made that have shaped 
their lives, while they 
say goodbye to a theater 
about to be demolished 
where some of them used 
to perform.

Coincidentally, APAC 
will also say goodbye to 
its performance space of 
10 years — in a gym that 
you would never recog-
nize as such — at the 
Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church — lo-
cated at 30-44 Crescent St. 
It will announce its new 
location this summer.

Artistic Director Dev 
Bondarin directs “Fol-
lies” which runs from 
May 3 through May 
26, with performances 
scheduled for Thursdays 
and Fridays at 8 p.m., 
and Saturdays at 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m.

“We are having a 
great time and can’t wait 
to share this show with 
an audience,” Bondarin 
said.

Since its inception, 
APAC has received 51 
New York Innovative The-
ater Award nominations 
and has won 11 times, 
including four times for 

Outstanding Musical 
Production.

Over in Flushing at 
Electchester, a housing 
co-op created specifically 
for trade workers, Work-

ing Theater and its Five 
Boroughs/One City Ini-
tiative presents the world 
premiere of “Alternat-
ing Currents,” by Adam 
Kraar, directed by Kar-
eem Fahmy, with a pro-
fessional cast and crew, a 
tale of love and diversity 
and two newly-married 
electricians. (Do sparks 
fly?)

Performances are 
scheduled from April 
26 through April 28 in 
Queens (Local 3 Inter-
national Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers 
on Jewel Avenue) before 
touring the other four 
boroughs and settling 
down at Urban Stages in 
Manhattan.

Working Theater is in 
its 33rd season. Its mission 
is to create theater for and 
about working people. 
The initiative, launched 
in 2014, commissions five 
teams of writers, direc-
tors and other artists with 
the goal of producing the-
ater rooted in a neighbor-
hood of each of New York 
City’s boroughs.  Access 

 theworkingtheater.org  or 
call (866) 811-4111 for more 
information.

Last but not least is 
Neil Simon’s “The Sun-
shine Boys,” presented by 
our oldest Queens troupe, 
the Douglaston Commu-
nity Theater, at the Zion 
Episcopal Church — lo-
cated off Northern Bou-
levard and 243rd Street 
— from May 4 to May 12.  
This production merits 
special attention since it 
features Frank DiSpigno, 
now in his 51st year as an 
actor and director. 

DiSpigno, a Whites-
tone resident, seldom 
performs in Queens these 
days, so catch him while 
you can.  He stars in “The 
Sunshine Boys”, along 
with Gary Tifeld, and 
also directs.  Rumor has it 
that he may also help set 
up the chairs and work 
the concessions, but as I 
have already suggested, 
who knows what’s real 
these days.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBHOFC@gmail.com.

Springtime theater promises to delight in Queens
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY!

Ira & Isabella’s Jewish Italian Wedding

“Dysfunction and 
chaos at its best!”

Friday, May 4
7:30 pm

For Tickets or Information:

1-888-97-LAUGH (52844)

Astoria resident Andrea Dotto in “Follies.” 
 Courtesy of the Astoria Performing Arts Center
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The Bayside High 
School and Queens Col-
lege graduate said his 
initial re-entry into mu-
sic was through musical 
theater. He played Sky 
Masterson in a commu-
nity theater production 
of “Guys & Dolls” in 
1997 — 22 years after he 
played Sky in the Bay-
side High School Produc-
tion of that show in 1975. 

“Once again, I was 
hooked on performing. 
After several shows, I 
realized my true pas-
sion was singing,” Poretz 
said.

The rising musician 
said he has his parents 
to thank for building his 
love of music at a young 
age.

“I was fortunate that 
my parents took my 
brother Andrew and I to 
jazz concerts throughout 
our adolescence,” Poretz 
said. “I’d say I heard Mel 
Torme at least a half-doz-
en times when he’d come 
into town with the New-
port/Kool Jazz Festival. 

I was also a huge Sinatra 
fan, mostly because of 
my brother, who played 
his music constantly on 
my record player in my 
room. When he took me 
(at my parents urging) to 
a Sinatra concert in 1975, 
I was mesmerized. It was 
then that I really began 
exploring his music and 
appreciating the lyrics of 
the songs he sang.”

The singer’s road to 
New York City was by 
way of Feinstein’s at the 
Nikko, in San Francisco, 
where he initially debuted 
“When Vegas Was VE-
GAS!” in 2016. “My sold-
out shows there enabled 
me to get booked in my 
hometown. Guess, unlike 
the song, ‘New York, New 
York,’ I had to make it ev-
erywhere before I could 
make it in New York,” 
said Poretz, noting that 
while NYC and Queens 
had changed dramatically 
since he last lived in Bay-
side in 1984, “the Sicilian 
pizza at VI Pizza on Bell 
Blvd. was just as good as I 
remembered.”

So, what do you love 
about vintage Vegas?

“Vegas in the ‘60s was 
pure, unadulterated en-
tertainment. Performers 
didn’t rely on light shows, 
explosions and special ef-
fects,” he noted. “Sinatra 
and the Rat Pack – they 
performed on a pretty 
stark Copa Room stage 
at the Sands. Just them, 
a big band, a few props 
and, oh yeah, booze. Back 
then, you could see all 
the greatest performers 
of that time in any one of 
the main showrooms. If 
you couldn’t get in to see 
Frank, Dean and Sam-
my, well, you could go 
check out Vic Damone, 
Tony Bennett, Jack 
Jones, Nat King Cole, 
etc. And if you couldn’t 
get into see them, well, 
you’d have to ‘settle’ for 
the Lounge – as in Keely 
Smith and Louis Prima 
(that’s a joke). They were 
amazing!” 

While his journey 
took him across the 
country, Poretz said he 
really misses living in 
Queens.

“Growing up in Bay-
side was special. I miss 

the Q13 and 28 rides from 
Bay Terrace to Flush-
ing,” he said. “From 
there I always enjoyed 
the short hop to Shea 
Stadium and Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.”  

He also remembers 
playing football on a field 
behind his building in 
Bay Terrace and how his 
music career began as a 
teen in the borough.

“Being the young 
rock singer in the Bud-
dy Brooks Orchestra at 
Ripples on the Water, in 
Whitestone, from ages 15 
to 19, playing hundreds of 
weddings and Bar Mitz-
vahs, I received the best 
musical education from 
those players,” Poretz 
said of his early band. 

But it’s the little 
things that he remem-
bers the most.

“I loved my old shop-
ping center; the bowling 
alley where you could 
bowl three games and 
eat a hot dog, french fries 
and a coke for $1.25; the 
coffee shop where we’d 
have a celebratory sun-
dae after performing in 
chorus at PS 169; sitting 
through four showings 

of ‘A Hard Day’s Night’ 
when it opened at the 
newly minted Bay Ter-
race Theater,” he re-
called. 

Poretz said he uses 
Facebook to connect with 
his family and friends in 
Queens and is thrilled to 
have the opportunity to 
see them again in May.

“I’m very excited that 
so many of them will be 
on hand at Feinstein’s/54 
Below for my homecom-
ing,” he said. “We’re 
planning a family re-
union on the weekend I 
get in.” 

The performer is es-
pecially thrilled to see 
his father, and the feel-
ing is mutual.

“He’s ecstatic. He 
knew this was my dream, 
so he wanted to be part 
of it,” Poretz said. “He’ll 
be 91 in June, so, as he 
said, ‘I want to make one 
more trip to New York 
City while I’m vertical.’ 
Although I joked to my 
dad that I bought him a 
one-way ticket, he’s com-
ing back with me. But not 
before we paint the town 
during the week we’ll be 
visiting.”

Calling his show, 
“a swingin’ big band 
tribute to the icons of a 
generation and the men 
who transformed a des-
ert’s heat into an oasis 
of cool,” the performer 
says. “It was the music of 
Broadway coupled with 
the sound and interpre-
tation through jazz that 
attracted me to the Great 
American Songbook. 
The more I listened to Si-
natra and his phrasing, 
the more I realized just 
how amazing the lyrics 
to these great melodies 
were. I believe that it’s 
the lyrics that will keep 
this music going.”

“We all go through ev-
erything these songs talk 
about — love, loss of love, 
heartbreak, happiness — 
articulated in ways that 
speak to us, or at least to 
me. So, I’m just doing my 
part to keep this music 
alive,” Poretz added.

Visit www.54Below.
com to get tickets or more 
information. There is a 
$35-$45 cover charge and 
a $25 food and beverage 
minimum. To get tickets 
on day of show after 4 
p.m., call (646) 476-3551. 

Continued from Page 37 

VINTAGE VEGAS
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Mother’s Day Brunch Buffet
COME ENJOY A FANTASTIC & DELECTABLE BRUNCH BUFFET 

STARRING ALL OF YOUR BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 
FAVORITES & MUCH MORE! 

 THIS BRUNCH INCLUDES:
Delicious Breakfast Items

Made To Order Omelet Station
Assorted Baked Breads & Pastries

Fresh Salads 
Gourmet Main Dishes 

Succulent Carving Station
Tasty Sides

Sweet Desserts
Soft Drinks &Juices 

Regular & Decaffeinated Coffee & Tea

FREE PARKING & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Mother’s Day 5/13
12:00 - 2:00PM (RESERVATION REQUIRED)

$45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY - KIDS UNDER 10 YRS, HALF PRICE
Price includes 1 alcoholic house beverage. Menu subject to change without notice.

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst

For reservations or more information call 718.457.6300 Ext.4939

JOIN US ON 
Father’s Day, Sunday 6/17
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workshop, participants will 
have unique experience of 
learning how to use their 
imagination to create an 
artwork on 1.1 x 1 in canvas. 
This workshop will be 
conducted in Mandarin. 
Presented by Queens Library.
When: Saturday, April 21, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Forest Hills Library, 
108-19 71 Ave.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 268-7934 

NYC SAFE Disposal Event 
— The NYC Department of 
Sanitation is holding a series 
of SAFE Disposal Events 

(Solvents, Automotive, 
Flammable, Electronics) 
to provide New York City 
residents with a one-stop 
method to get rid of harmful 
household products. 
Materials accepted include 
common household products 
such as auto fl uids, batteries, 
electronics, strong cleaners, 
medications, paint and more.
When: Saturday, April 21, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park
Cost: Free
Contact: 311

E-Waste Event — Materials 
accepted include working 
and non-working computers, 
TVs, printers, scanners, 
keyboards, mice, audio/
visual equipment, as well 

as cell phones and video 
games.
When: Saturday, April 21, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: CC Moore 
Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 477-4022

Laughter at the Library — 
Special Services presents 
comedian Mark Brier, who 
shares his unique humor, 
including jokes, anecdotes, 
and impressions, in a fun-
fi lled program.
When: Saturday, April 21, 
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: 92-24 Rockaway Blvd.
Contact: (718) 845-3127

Common Thread — Join 
Naomi Kuo for an afternoon 

of hand quilting and 
conversation. Participants 
will sit around a small 
wooden quilting frame and 
learn to hand quilt. This 
quiet and meditative time 
spent together will be an 
opportunity for conversation 
about personal and family 
relationships to sewing, craft 
and creativity. 
When: Saturday, April 21, 
from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Where: 5-25 46th Ave., Long 
Island City 

Bangladesh Institute of 
Performing Arts — The 
Bangladesh Institute of 
Performing Arts works 
to promote Bengali 
arts and language with 
special musical and dance 

presentations.
When: Saturday, April 21, 
at 7 p.m.
Where: Milton G. Bassin 
Performing Arts Center at 
York College
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 262-2840

Ed Malench Memorial 
Garage Sale — American 
Martyrs, Catholic War 
Veterans Post 1772 is 
hosting the Ed Malench 
Memorial Garage Sale. 
When: Sunday, April 22, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: 216-10 Union Tpke., 
Bayside 

All the Hits! — Tony 
Orlando brings his 
exhilarating energy, 

warmth and humor to 
QPAC as he celebrates 
over give decades as a 
beloved entertainer. 
When: Sunday, April 22, 
at 3 p.m.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 
Bayside
Cost: $34-$48
Contact: (718) 631-6311

Casino Trip — St. 
Josephats invites you 
to its Casino Trip to 
Sands Casino Resort in 
Pennsylvania.
When: Wednesday, April 25 
at 8:30 a.m.
Where: Meet at 210th 
Street and 35th Avenue
Cost: $30
Contact: (917) 921-7631

Continued from Page 40 

Arts

York, she worked as a 
touring actor/director 
with the Missoula Chil-
dren’s Theatre. Her most 
recent New York credits 
include many humor-
ous takes on recent pop 
culture, including “Star 
Wars: The Farce Awak-
ens,” “Unauthorized! 
The Musical’s The Hun-

gry Hungry Games,” “A 
Bad Dream on Elm Av-
enue,” and “Ghostblast-
ers.” 

She’s also a seasoned 
musical improviser and 
sketch comedian.

“In addition to ‘Wick-
ed Frozen,’ I currently 
perform every Tuesday 
night at the Magnet 
Theater with musical 
improv house team Py-
ros,” Sullivan said. 

Wells is another new 

Astorian who originally 
hails from Madison, 
Wis., where she gradu-
ated with a degree in 
musical theatre. She’s 
been living in “the same 
cute little house for the 
entire five years I’ve 
lived in New York” and 
considers the move to be 
“really lucky.”

“One of my friends 
from college who had 
recently moved to New 
York was moving out 

of her place in Asto-
ria to go live with her 
boyfriend,” Wells said. 
“She gave me a tour 
of the place via Skype 
and I fell in love with 
it right away. A few 
weeks later, I packed 
up everything I could 
fit in a car with my 
dad, who moved me 
across the country.”

Wells plays the part of 
Miss Chenobell, who she 
describes as “a young ac-

tress-turned-earth sci-
ence teacher at a Boston 
elementary school who 
is so pumped to hold her 
first after-school drama 
club... but then only one 
student shows up: Adele 
Dazeem, who begins to 
share with me the play 
she has “written” and 
the story begins.”

The show is a long-
term labor of love for 
Wells.

“I’m lucky to say 

I’ve been cast in every 
version of ‘Wicked Fro-
zen’ since its very first 
incarnation at the 2014 
West Village Musical 
Theatre Festival, where 
I played Glindanna. It’s 
been an incredible jour-
ney,” Wells said.

Wicked Frozen is cur-
rently playing 7:30 p.m. 
on Sunday evenings at 
St. Luke’s Theatre — lo-
cated at 308 W. 46 St. — 
through July 22.

Continued from Page 39 

Wicked
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Sunday, May 13th, 2018   Seatings at:  1:00pm & 4:00pm

UPON ARRIVAL: TUSCAN ANTIPASTO TABLE 
Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Red Peppers 
Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata / Fresh Housemade Focaccia

Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina / Olive Medley / Bruschetta / Crostini
Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella / Cannellini Bean Salad 

 YOUR BUFFET STARTS WITH
Fresh Garden salad Cucumbers / Tomato / Balsamic

Baby Arugula Salad roasted yellow peppers / citrus vinaigrette
Ceasar Salad / romaine / shaved parmigiano / croutons
housemade Focaccia bread/ butter / Hot Dinner Rolls

COLD SEAFOOD DISPLAY
Shrimp Cocktail // horseradish sauce

Smoked Salmon // capers, red onions, scallions
Venetian Seafood Salad // calamari, bay scallops, citrus, parsley

CARVING STATION, *** gravies / sauces / condiments
Herb roasted Tri Tip Steak ‘au jus’ & Slow Roasted Turkey Breast   

BUFFET
Filet of Sole ‘Livornese’ / olives, capers, spicy pomodoro

Chicken Marsala / Mushrooms & Rosemary
Penne Alla Vodka / Roast Shallots, Cream & Tomato

Cavatelli Bolognese / classic meat sauce
Baked Eggplant Rotolo / Ricotta, Mozzarella & Pomodoro

Herb Roasted Yukon Gold Potatoes // SPRING Vegetables 

‘DOLCI PER LA MAMMA’ DESSERT TABLE
Cannoli / Brownies / Pastries / Chocolate Fondue / Coconut Chocolate Mousse/ Strawberry Shortcake

HOUSE BAKED COOKIES & BISCOTTI & FRESH FRUIT

Adults : $5995 per person +sales tax // Children (12 yrs and under) : $3500 per child + tax
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS:  718-224-8787

DOUGLASTON MANOR
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston

Happy Mother’s Day
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Sports Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

The Mets finally have a 
chance to see what the team 
— and fans —have envisioned 
for years: all five of their 
vaunted starting pitchers in 
the rotation at the same time. 

The fearsome fivesome 
of Noah Syndergaard, Jacob 
deGrom, Matt Harvey, Steven 
Matz and Zack Wheeler took a 
turn together in the rotation 
last week for the first time 
and the results have given the 
Mets a reason to be excited. 

Matz tossed five innings of 
one-run ball — an unearned 
run — against the Nation-
als. Harvey surrendered 

four runs in five innings 
the following day against 
Washington. Syndergaard 
pitched six innings of two-
run ball against Miami. The 
next game, deGrom allowed 
four runs in six innings and 
Wheeler followed with seven 
innings, giving up only one 
run against Miami. 

The totals: 29 innings 
pitched, 26 hits, 10 earned 
runs — good for a 3.10 ERA — 
seven walks and 28 strikeouts 
in the five game stretch. Most 
importantly, the Mets won all 
five games.

Zach 
Gewelb

Noah Syndergaard sits at the top of a healthy starting rotation. But 
can the Mets’ vaunted starters continue their hot start? AP

BY ROBERT COLE

With weather wreaking 
havoc on this year’s softball 
season, Saturday’s great 
spring weather enabled the 
St. Francis Prep softball 
team to get out and work off 
their rust against Cardinal 
Spellman in the Bronx. 

“It’s been hard to get into 
a routine, it’s been kind of 
hard to get into a rhythm,” 
coach Ann Marie Rich said 
regarding the weather.

But the warm, sunny skies 
provided the perfect environ-
ment for St. Francis Prep to 
rally to pull off an exciting 
comeback against Cardinal 
Spellman, scoring six runs 
in the final inning to secure 
a 10-4 victory April 14. 

“Playing [Saturday] was 
great. The weather was beau-
tiful,” Rich said. “We were 
having trouble with being 
consistent getting on base, 
getting hits and moving run-
ners around, but [Saturday] 
we seemed to do it well, espe-
cially latter in the game.”

Prep got off to a fast start 
when catcher Madison Reich-
ert launched a double to lead 
off the game. She moved to 
third after a sacrifice bunt 
from Alyssa Wilkinson and 
scored later in the inning on 
double by shortstop Sarah 
Williams. Williams would 
score on Megan Vicari’s dou-
ble to give Prep a 2-0 lead. 

Spellman responded in 
the bottom half of the in-

ning, tagging Prep pitcher 
Jennifer Bernstein with four 
runs on four hits and a walk 
to take a 4-2 advantage into 
the second. 

Prep tied the game in the 
top of the second with a two-
out rally. Elizabeth Rocco 
worked a walk and stole sec-
ond base, which enabled her 
to score on Reichert’s double. 
Spellman’s defense made a 
couple of errors, which al-
lowed Reichert to score, ty-
ing the game at 4-4. 

Daniella Connor relieved 

Bernstein on the mound in 
the second inning and man-
aged to keep Spellman’s of-
fense off the board, thanks to 
stellar defense from Reichert, 
who threw out Spellman’s 
Christine Whalen attempt-
ing to steal second base.

Rich complemented the 
play of her catcher, who 
helped keep momentum in 
Prep’s favor. 

“Madison is an awesome 
catcher,” she said. “She is 
amazing behind the plate. 

Megan Vicari attempts to tag out a runner during a CHSAA softball game 
between St. Francis Prep and Cardinal Spellman at Cardinal Spellman 
Field in the Bronx. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

Mets’ starting staff 
showing potential

Prep rallies for win
St. Francis scores six in 7th inning to secure victory



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 20–26, 201848    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

 
 

 

You can’t question those 
results.

This group has always had 
the potential to perform like 
this. But injuries have got-
ten in the way, which is why 
the five pitchers have never 
taken a turn in the rotation 
together before now.  

Now the question is: can 
they keep it up?

To start, it’s a long shot 
that this group stays together 
as currently constructed. The 
Mets signed veteran south-
paw Jason Vargas as a free 
agent this offseason to join the 
rotation. A Spring Training 
injury to his non-throwing 
hand has kept him sidelined 
for the time being, but he’s set 
to return soon. The Mets are 
paying Vargas $16 million for 
the next two seasons, which 
makes it unlikely the team 
will move him to the bullpen. 
When he completes his rehab 
assignment and proves he’s 
ready to go, Vargas will likely 
join the rotation. 

Even if Vargas wasn’t 
around, the Mets also have 
Seth Lugo and Robert Gsell-
man as starting caliber pitch-

ers. Right now, they’re both 
pitching out of the bullpen, 
and can be called on to start 
in a moment’s notice. 

And then there’s the in-
jury concern. 

Harvey has had trouble 
staying healthy since his 2013 
Tommy John surgery. He re-
turned in 2015 and pitched 
well, but broke down in 2016 
and 2017 with other injuries 
that have also limited his ef-
fectiveness. 

Wheeler also missed more 
than a season due to Tommy 
John surgery and Matz has 
had elbow and arm issues. 
While deGrom has been the 
most healthy of the bunch, he, 
too, had Tommy John surgery 
when he was a minor league 
player in 2010.

Every pitcher has injury 
risk. But given the history 
of these pitchers, it’s easy to 
wonder how long there will 
be stability in the Mets’ rota-
tion. 

So while it’s nice to see this 
group pitch together, don’t be 
surprised if the rotation looks 
a little different later in the 
season. But for now, enjoy the 
show. Because if these pitch-
ers stay healthy and pitch to 
their potential, the Mets will 
be a force to be reckoned with 
this season. 

I have utmost confidence 
in her behind the plate. She 
calls a great game, she has 
a great personality with the 
pitchers, and she is one of 
our captains. She’s our go-to 
girl.”

The battery of Connor and 
Reichert kept the Spellman 
offense at bay, shutting them 
out after the first inning. 
Prep’s defense also provided 
a boost, playing six strong 
innings behind Connor. 

The Terriers appeared 
to feed off their aggressive 
defensive attitude to inspire 
their offense in the seventh 
inning. Reichert came up big 
again, recording a one out 
single to start a rally. She 
scored the go-ahead run on 
Williams’ two-run double, 
which gave Prep a 6-4 advan-
tage. The Terriers scored 
four more runs in the inning, 
taking a 10-4 lead that proved 
to be the final score. 

Rich was pleased with her 
team’s effort and believes 
this could be the start of a 
strong run for Prep.

“I want the team to be con-
sistent, I want them to play 

well together, I want them to 
be able to get into a routine, 
I want them to be aggres-
sive, I want them to want to 
get those hits, and I want the 

pitcher to do well,” she said. 
“There are a lot of things I 
want, but as long as we work 
together, we will have great 
success.”

Continued from Page 47 

Softball

St. Francis Prep’s Sarah Williams and Jordyn Joseph reach for a pop fly. 
Photo by Robert Cole
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