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As Astoria residents endure 
hardships associated with the 
reconstruction of several sub-
way stations along the N and 
W lines, state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) is calling 
on the MTA to extend the Q102 
bus to help his constituents get 
where they are going. No bus 
service currently runs along 
the 31st Street business corri-
dor north of 30th Avenue.

The projects began in Oc-
tober, when the MTA closed 
the 30th and 36th Avenue sta-
tions for infrastructure re-
pairs. When those stations 
reopen this summer, the 39th 
Street and Broadway stations 
will close for eight months. In 
April, the MTA will partially 
close the Ditmars Boulevard 
stop for a 14-month-long reno-
vation and in September work 
will begin at the Astoria Bou-
levard station.  While it will 
remain open at first, starting 
in February 2019, the Ditmas 
stop will be fully closed as the 
MTA installs four elevators, in 
addition to the infrastructure 
repairs.

“Our community has been 
waiting for an accessible sta-
tion on the N/W line for de-
cades, and the news about 
Astoria Boulevard was a long 
time coming.  Still the MTA 
is not doing nearly enough 
to cushion the blow that will 
come with the extended sta-
tion closure during construc-

SUITING UP FOR WWI

Three perish 
in three-alarm 
midnight blaze

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
A granddaughter died 

Saturday trying in vain 
to save her grandparents 
from a three-alarm fire that 
destroyed their two-story 
frame house in Queens Vil-
lage, police said. 

Harleen Maggo escaped 
the blaze in the house on 
211th Street, but ended up 
dying as she returned to the 
burning structure to rescue 
Ragvir Kaur Kainth and 
Pyara Kainth, her grand-
parents, the Hindustan 
Times reported.

Firefighters were able to 
bring to safety at least eight 
other relatives of Maggo and 
the Kainths in the multi-
generational Indian family.

Fire marshals were in-
vestigating the cause of 
the fire, but have not deter-
mined a cause, according to 
the FDNY. They do not, how-
ever, consider the fire to be 
suspicious at this time. 

Maggo, 32, was pro-
nounced dead at Queens 
Hospital Center, police said. 
Kaur Kainth, 82, was pro-
nounced dead at Long Is-
land Jewish Hospital, and 
Kainth, 87, was pronounced 
dead at Jamaica Hospital, 
according to the NYPD.

The two youngest vic-
tims, an 8-year-old girl who 
was in critical condition and 
a 6-year-old boy who was in 
stable condition at Nassau 

County Medical Center, are 
the children of Maggo, ac-
cording to the Hindustan 
Times. 

About 140 firefighters 
came to put out the blaze 
that was called in at 11:55 
p.m. and lasted nearly two 
hours into Sunday morning, 
according to Deputy Assis-
tant Chief Michael Gala, Jr., 
the citywide overnight fire 
commander.

“We arrived at the fire 
in  4 1/2 minutes,” said Gala 
at a news conference the 
following morning. “There 
was a very heavy fire condi-
tion in the basement, first 
and second f loor.”

“These homes have too 
much wood and they catch 
fire and they spread,” said 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows).

Two volunteers from the Museum of American Armor prepare 
for their roles as World War I cavalry soldiers during a re-enact-
ment at the Maple Grove Cemetery in Kew Gardens, marking the 
100th anniversary of the United States entering the Great War.   

Photo by Michael Shain 
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A fire in Queens Village claimed 
the lives of three family members. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BY BILL PARRY

A Jackson Heights woman 
will not serve time in prison 
for hoarding 67 pets in her 
filthy 82nd Street apartment, 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown announced 
Monday.

Elizabeth Grant, 50, was 
sentenced to three years pro-
bation under stringent condi-
tions that she receive mental 
health counseling and not 
own any animals for at least 
10 years.

Grant was convicted dur-
ing a bench trial last month 
of 108 counts of animal cru-
elty and other charges for 
failing to provide adequate 
care for 54 cats and dogs she 
housed in a urine- and feces-
filled home. The pets, 67 in 
all, were rescued in January 
2016, and many of the animals 
had extreme health problems, 
including malnutrition and 
infections. Twelve animals 
were in such poor health they 
had to be euthanized.

“The defendant collected 
cats and dogs and did little 
else to provide a safe, loving 
home for them,” Brown said. 
“Sadly, the animals suffered 
while living in a home where 
the floors and furnishings 
were covered in feces, fur and 
urine. No one should live in 
such squalor, including the 
furry four-legged residents of 
Queens County.”

On Monday, Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Stepha-
nie Zaro, who presided at the 
trial, ruled Grant must also 
register with the New York 
City Department of Health 
as an animal abuser and con-
sent to unannounced visits to 
make sure she does not pos-
sess any animals. The ani-
mal abuser registration will 
prevent city shelters, rescue 
groups and pet stores from al-
lowing Grant to purchase or 
adopt a pet.

“The sentence imposed by 
the court today will ensure 
the defendant receives mental 
health counseling and restricts 
her from having any animals 
in her possession for many 
years to come,” Brown said.

The animals were dis-
covered when a police offi-
cer went to Grant’s home in 
January 2016 to visit with 
her mother, who was a crime 
victim. No one answered at 
the time, however, the offi-
cer could see past the opened 
door and noticed the interior 
appeared to be filthy with 
numerous pets inside. The of-
ficer left, but returned later 
that month with members of 
the ASPCA and rescued 55 
cats, 12 dogs and two turtles, 
according to trial testimony.

“The ASPCA commends 
the NYPD for working with us 
to rescue these animals from 
a dangerous situation and the 
Queens County district attor-
ney’s office for securing jus-
tice in this case,” Stacy Wolf, 
the senior vice president of the 
ASPCA’s Anti-Cruelty Group, 
said. “Fortunately, the ASP-
CA’s team was able to provide 
the medical and behavioral 
treatment necessary to nurse 
the majority of the animals 
back to health and find them 
loving, safe homes.”
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
City Councilman I. 

Daneek Miller   (D-St. Al-
bans) announced the re-
sults of the participatory 
budget vote for projects in 
his district last week at the 
Campus Magnet Complex to 
more than 200 students in 
Cambria Heights.

Schools within the dis-
trict received over $1.675 
million in investments, ac-
cording to Miller. 

“Each year a Council 
member gets $6 million for 
capital projects, and $1 mil-
lion goes back to the commu-
nity to decide how to spend 
the money,” he said. “Young 
folks are our future lead-
ers…and if they learn that 
the process works …they can 
teach the next generation.”

Members of the commu-
nity as young as 11 years old 
spend a year at public meet-
ings proposing projects that 
they would like their coun-
cil member to fund, then 
budget delegates volunteer 
to make a list of the propos-
als and work with the city 
to see which items can re-
alistically be turned into a 
project before it is put on a 
ballot. Once the ballot items 
are selected, the public has 
a week to vote on up to five 
measures that they want to 
see funded. 

The Campus Magnet 
Complex received funding 
for two initiatives: gymnasi-
um upgrades worth $400,000 
and a football field house up-
grade worth $500,000. 

The complex houses four 
schools: Math, Science Re-
search and Technology Mag-
net High School, Humanities 
and the Arts Magnet High 
School, the Institute for 
Health Professions at Cam-
bria Heights and the Benja-
min Franklin High School 

for Finance & Information 
Technology at 207-01 116th 
Ave. 

Students from the four 
schools were excited about 
the announcement and hap-
py to be a part of the pro-
cess.

“They came to us with the 
participatory budget during 
our lunch period when we all 
would be there and we had 
to choose [five initiatives],” 
said Jacob Ross, a senior at 
Benjamin Franklin. “I voted 
for the football field, and a 
new [public address] sys-
tem.” 

Benjamin Franklin Prin-
cipal Carla Theodorou was 
happy to see her students be-
ing civically engaged. 

“Voting and getting active 
in the community is some-
thing that all the schools are 
focusing on right now,” said 
Theodorou.

For student leaders 
George Daniels and Jabare 

Carroll, the chance to vote 
for something important for 
their school meant having 
their voices heard. 

“Normally, urban schools 
don’t have that much fund-
ing,” said George, a student 
body secretary. “We have a 
track team and they are re-
ally good, they qualify for 
the Penn Relay, but they 
don’t have track meets here 
because our tracks are too 
small.”

George, who co-captains 
the volleyball team with 
Jabare, hopes the funding 
will showcase the schools 
sports teams.

“The turf on the school 
was patchy,” said Jabare, 
who is a student council 
president. “I’m glad that he 
is doing this...the freshman 
will see that there is always 
something that could be 
done if you put your mind to 
it,” added the senior. 

City Councilman I. Daneek Miller announced the winners of participatory 
budget funding at Campus Magnet. 

SE Qns schools win big Jax Hgts animal abuser
gets 3 years probation

Elizabeth Grant covers up to avoid 
being photographed as she exits 
Queens Supreme Court Monday. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Campus Magnet receives $900K for new initiatives

Continued on Page 53
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Louis Armstrong to be celebrated at Queens Library 

BY BILL PARRY

Jazz great Louis Arm-
strong’s love affair with 
Corona will be celebrated 
throughout May and June as 
Queens Library partners with 
the Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts at Queens College and 
the Louis Armstrong House 
Museum in Corona to bring 
events to all 62 of the system’s 
branches. 

Free workshops, concerts, 
lectures, videos and surprise 
events will focus on the 50th 
anniversary of the release of 
Armstrong’s classic “What 
a Wonderful World,” which 
was inspired by the neighbor-
hood around his home at 34-56 
107th where he and his wife 
Lucille Wilson lived from 1943 
to 1971.

“There is so much in ‘Won-
derful World’ that brings me 
back to my neighborhood 
where I live in Corona, New 
York,” Armstrong recalled in 
a 1968 interview. “Lucille and 
I, ever since we’re married, 

we’ve been right there in that 
block. And everybody keeps 
their little homes up like we do 
and it’s just like one big family. 
I saw three generations come 
up on that block. And they’re 
all with their children, grand-
children, they come back and 
see Uncle Satchmo and Aunt 
Lucille. That’s why I can say, 
“I hear babies cry/ I watch 
them grow/ they’ll learn 
much more/ then I’ll ever 
know.’ And I look at all them 
kids’ faces. And I got pictures 
of them when they was 5, 6 and 
7 years old. So when they hand 
me this “Wonderful World,’ 
I didn’t look no further, that 
was it.”

Highlights of the celebra-
tion includes a variety of mu-
sical performances, including 
Grammy Award-nominee Da-
vid Ostwald and his ensemble, 
The Louis Armstrong Eter-
nity Band, which will play at 
the Langston Hughes Library 
in Corona on May 24 at 6 p.m., 
the Flushing Library June 14 
at 6:30 p.m. and the Peninsula 

Library in Rockaway Beach 
June 29 at 6 p.m.

“While the song reflects 
Louis Armstrong’s feelings 
about the neighborhood of 
Corona and (the) borough of 
Queens, it also applies to the 
way many of our customers 

experience our libraries,” 
Queens Library President and 
CEO Dennis Walcott said. “It 
speaks of the joy of discovery 
and the satisfaction of learn-
ing that occurs each time 
people come to us for informa-
tion that helps them succeed 

in their lives.”
Experts and archivists 

from the Louis Armstrong 
House Museum will offer lec-
tures on the life and times of 
Louis Armstrong and his “un-
deterred love for Queens and 
its people” at the Glen Oaks 
Library May 18 at 1 p.m. and 
the Forest Hills Library June 
25 at 6:30 p.m. The team will 
also deliver lectures in Span-
ish at the Jackson Heights Li-
brary June 2 at 3 p.m. and the 
Astoria Library June 4 at 5:30 
p.m.

“The Louis Armstrong 
House Museum is thrilled 
to be sharing the legacy of 
the great Louis Armstrong 
throughout the borough of 
Queens and beyond the neigh-
borhood of Corona he loved 
so much where the museum 
is based,” David Ostwald, the 
Chairman of the board and 
leader of the Louis Armstrong 
Eternity Band, said.

Following Armstrong’s death 
in 1971, his house on 107th Street 

Queens Library celebrates the 50th anniversary of the release of the hit song 
“What a Wonderful World,” which Louis Armstrong wrote about the children 
in his Corona neighborhood. Courtesy of Louis Armstrong Home Museum

Performances, lectures at all 62 branches remember jazz great’s love of Corona and borough

Continued on Page 53
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Small Business Services 
Commissioner Gregg Bishop 
announced that three of the 
nine Avenue NYC grants 
awarded to community-based 
development organizations 
would be going to groups in 
Queens. 

“As New Yorkers, we take 
great pride in our neighbor-
hoods, which is why the city 
is committed to empowering 
community-based organiza-
tions to strengthen and pre-
serve their neighborhoods,” 
said Bishop, who runs the 
city agency. “With these new 
multi-year awards, we’ve 
taken this commitment to 
the next level by funding 
valuable commercial revi-
talization projects for up to 
three years.”

Avenue NYC grants are 
given out to community-

based groups to enable them 
to enhance their capacity 
in serving their neighbor-
hoods.

Grant-winners will be 
awarded up to $100,000 per 
year for three years for 
their work in boosting un-
derserved neighborhoods 
through community develop-
ment projects, according to 
SBS. 

Chhaya Community De-
velopment Corporation (Jack-
son Heights), Jamaica Center 
Improvement Association 
(Jamaica) and Rockaway 
Business Alliance (Rock-
aways) were the Queens win-
ners.

Chhaya CDC is an orga-
nization that advocates for 
the housing needs of South 
Asians. Jamaica Center Im-
provement Association seeks 
to make Jamaica a thriving 

Three Queens groups 
earn community grants

Mayor’s online bail initiative 
launches after yearlong delay

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
After several delays, Mayor 

Bill de Blasio announced the 
launch of a new online bail pay-
ment system that will make it 
easier for New Yorkers to pay 
bail.

The initiative was set to 
launch in the spring of 2017, be-
fore it was announced it would 
be pushed to April 2018. Previ-
ously, the only option for New 
Yorkers trying to pay bail was 
in person and only during busi-
ness hours. De Blasio said the 
process was time-consuming 
due to travel, security clear-
ances, long lines and wait times. 
The new online bail system will 
provide a number of convenienc-
es since now the person paying 
bail will be able to use multiple 
credit cards. The current in-per-
son process involves one person 
paying the entire amount in a 

single transaction. 
De Blasio said this will ease 

the financial burden on a sure-
ty, the person posting bail to re-
lease someone else, by allowing 
payments to be spread across 
multiple credit cards without 
worrying about maxing out one 

credit card. In addition, there 
will now be no geographic limi-
tation and sureties will no lon-
ger need to pay bail in person at 
a courthouse or DOC facility or 
wait at a facility. A family mem-
ber living out of state can now 
theoretically contribute to the 
bail amount or pay the full bail 
amount.

Finally, de Blasio announced 
that credit card bail payment 
is no longer limited to a single 
cardholder. Multiple people can 
now pay portions of the total 
bail amount as long as the full 
amount is paid within a few 
hours of the first transaction.

According to the mayor, 
since 2013 New York City’s jail 
population has dropped more 
than 20 percent and the number 
of people held on low bail is down 
by 60 percent. De Blasio said the 
city will do everything in its 

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
New York Attorney General 

Eric Schneiderman’s lawsuit 
against the Trump administra-
tion’s demand for citizenship 
information in the 2020 census 
has been amended and grow-
ing, with more cities, states and 
counties coming on board. 

The lawsuit, filed last month 
in U.S. District Court in Man-
hattan was amended to add 
the state of Colorado and cit-
ies,   including Central Falls, 
RI, Columbus, Ohio, and Pitts-
burgh, Pa., as well as Cameron 
County, Texas; El Paso County, 
Texas; Hidalgo County, Texas 
and Monterey County, Calif. as 
co-plaintiffs. The bipartisan co-
alition now includes a total of 
18 States, including the district 
of Columbia,  nine cities, four 
counties, and the U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors.

Schneiderman said requir-
ing citizenship information on 
the Census would depress voter 
turnout in states with large im-
migrant populations.

“Demanding citizenship 
status would threaten both our 
fair representation and the bil-

lions in federal dollars that fund 
our schools, social services, and 
so much more,” he said. “The 
federal government has a fun-
damental obligation to ensure 
a fair and accurate count of all 

people in the country, period. 
For decades, administrations 
of both parties have upheld this 
constitutional requirement. 
Our growing coalition is send-
ing a clear message: We won’t al-

low the Trump administration 
to recklessly abandon nearly 70 
years of practice in an attempt 
to jeopardize the basic rights of 
those we represent.”

The amended complaint spe-

cifically highlights the billions 
of dollars at risk for states and 
localities around the country. 
Schneiderman said in New York 
alone, that includes $1.2 billion 
in Title I funds used to help stu-
dents at risk and $781 million in 
special education funds for New 
York school districts, and $198 
million in Child Care and Devel-
opment grants. The complaint 
also highlights the extensive 
funding and resources plain-
tiffs have already dedicated to-
ward encouraging participation 
in the 2020 Census. New York 
City had budgeted $4 million to 
hire staff and develop programs 
around Census participation, 
before the addition of the citi-
zenship demand. Schneider-
man said those funds are now 
insufficient to cover the type 
of public outreach necessary to 
encourage anxious residents, 
particularly in immigrant com-
munities, to participate.

The census controversy be-
gan Dec. 12, when the U.S. De-
partment of Justice requested 
that the Census Bureau demand 
citizenship information in the 
2020 census form sent to every 

Attorney General Eric Schneiderman’s lawsuit against the Trump administration regarding the 2020 census 
was recently amended.  Photo by Jason E. Miczek/AP

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced the 
launch of online bail in New York 
City.

NY AG’s suit against Trump grows
More cities, states join bid to stop president from including citizenship info on 2020 census

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
The New York Taxi Work-

ers Alliance rallied at City Hall 
last week, pushing for a policy 
that would solve the crisis of 
poverty that they said has led 
to the suicides of four drivers 
in four months. 

The alliance said its plan 
would stop the financial emer-
gency hurting yellow taxi, 
green cab, black car, livery 
and app-dispatched drivers. 
Following a March protest, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, Gov. 
Cuomo, and Council Speaker 
Corey Johnson (D-Manhattan) 
acknowledged that it was time 
to look into capping the num-
ber of for-hire vehicles that has 
led to too many drivers flood-
ing the streets. While NYTWA 
said capping vehicles is an 
important first step, it is still 
not enough to solve the crisis 
FIX drivers are facing. They 

believe more has to be done to 
protect full-time incomes and 
create fair labor standards 
across the industry. 

Earlier in the day, driv-
ers met with individual City 
Council members to educate 
them about the policy propos-
als, which include capping the 
number of vehicles clogging 
New York City streets, setting 
the yellow and green cab me-
ter as the minimum fare rate 
across the industry in order 
to establish a wage floor, rais-
ing fare rates so drivers have 
a chance at economic recov-
ery after five years of straight 
losses and establishing labor 
standards like caps on driver 
expenses to end predatory lend-
ing in this new market, which 
has been unregulated for five 
years and is setting all drivers 
off on a race to the bottom.

Bhairavi Desai, executive 

Taxi group makes plan
to solve poverty crisis

Campaign group rallies
for Asian Pacifi c-Americans

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Members of the 15% & 

Growing Campaign gathered 
on the steps of City Hall last 
week demanding an increase of 
funding for the Asian Pacific-
American community in New 
York City.

The campaign, whose 15% 
represents the 1.3 million 
Asians that make up the city’s 
population, is led by the Coali-
tion for Asian American Chil-
dren & Families and unites 
over 45 Asian-led and serving 
organizations in the city to ad-
vocate for a fair budget. Nearly 
300 community members, ad-
vocates and elected officials, 
including Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
were at the rally that fell on 

the 10th Annual Asian Pacific 
American City Advocacy Day.

According to 15% and Grow-
ing, nearly 25 percent of Asian 
Americans live in poverty, the 
highest poverty rate across all 
ethnic groups in the city. Those 
struggling with poverty are 

more likely to be recently ar-
rived immigrants, with limited 
English-speaking skills. The 
campaign argued that the city 
has to increase funding and 
support to services that pro-
mote the economic vitality of 
some of the city’s most vulner-
able members. 

15% and Growing said in 
2018 APA organizations re-
ceived only 4.06 percent of all 
discretionary funding despite 
the community’s growth and 
vast needs. An increase in 
funding would help expand ini-
tiatives that focus on services 
for children, the elderly, immi-
grants, as well as immigrant 
services, health and well-being, 
housing security, and violence 
prevention and intervention.

Koo said APA immigrants 
who face language and cultural 
barriers come into his office 

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administra-
tion is pushing forward with 
its plan to build a deck over 
much of the 180-acre Sunny-
side Yard in order to construct 
as many as 24,000 apartments 
with parkland, schools, com-
mercial, retail and cultural 
venues at a cost of $19 billion. 

Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen 
and Amtrak Chairman Antho-
ny Coscia announced Wednes-
day an agreement that master 
planning for Sunnyside Yard 
will begin this summer, after 
the city and Amtrak, which 
owns much of the land in the 
rail yard, signed a letter of in-
tent to formalize collaboration 
on the process.

“This is a once-in-a-gen-
eration opportunity for civic 
groups, public officials and 
residents to create a vision for 
their borough, one that deliv-
ers on the central challenges 
Queens faces like affordable 
housing, open space, more 
school seats and better public 
transit,” Glen said. “We are 
ready to listen and to work 
with all our partners to de-

velop a plan that Queens can 
be proud of.”

Over the next 20 years, 
New York City is expected to 
add more than a half million 
people -- including over 80,000 

in Queens alone — growth 
that will put additional strain 
on schools, parks, mass transit 
and housing that current resi-
dents rely upon, according to 
city officials. The master plan-

ning process will help create 
a vision for building an in-
novative, equitable and tech-
enabled neighborhood from 
the ground up. The city and 
Amtrak selected the Practice 

for Architecture and Urban-
ism as the lead consultant to 
develop the plan.

“The Sunnyside Yard proj-
ect has long been a priority for 
Amtrak as it represents a great 
opportunity to invest in our 
rail infrastructure, as well as 
the local and state economies 
and the quality of life in West-
ern Queens,” Coscia said. “We 
will continue to work closely 
with the NYCEDC, Deputy 
Mayor Glen, other members 
of the Steering Committee and 
other key stakeholders and 
elected officials to evaluate 
the potential for future devel-
opment at Sunnyside Yard.”

In February 2017, the city 
Economic Development Cor-
poration released the Sunny-
side Yard Feasibility Study, 
which found that building a 
deck is feasible in 80 percent to 
85 percent of the 180-acre site, 
with potential for up to 24,000 
homes, up to 19 schools, 52 
acres of public parks and open 
space and other much-needed 
community amenities.

“Sunnyside Yard repre-
sents a once-in-a-lifetime op-

The city and Amtrak sign a letter of intent to formalize collaboration on the master planning of Sunnyside 
Yard beginning this summer. The bold plan would deck over much of the 180-acre railyard in order to build a 
small city. Wikimedia Commons/Photo by Jim Henderson

Councilman Daniel Dromm speaks 
at the 10th Annual APA City 
Advocacy Day press conference.

Plans for Sunnyside Yard go forward
City, Amtrak agree to launch process this summer, calling it a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50
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GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

MTA: 7 line painting begins next month
BY BILL PARRY

The MTA announced Tues-
day it would begin painting and 
conducting important struc-
tural steel repair work along 
the elevated 7 train line from 
72nd Street in Jackson Heights 
to 104th Street in Corona begin-
ning next month. 

The work will ensure the re-
moval of paint, dirt, grease and 
grime from the elevated struc-
ture, followed by the painting of 
all structural steel surfaces. The 
$45 million project is expected 
to take two years to complete. 

“This critical painting and 
structural work will improve 
the commuting experience for 
our riders in the near term, as 
well as help ensure the long-
term safety and reliability of 
our system,” NYC Transit Presi-
dent Andy Byford said. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) and elected of-
ficials in western Queens have 
demanded much-needed repairs 
on the 101-year-old 7 line for 
years, particularly to remedi-
ate lead paint peeling from the 
track and falling onto Roosevelt 
Avenue, creating a health haz-
ard.

“The 7 line is a lifeline for 
commuters in Queens, but its 
underlying infrastructure is 
in need of long overdue repairs 
and lead paint peeling from the 
elevated tracks has threatened 
the health of Queens families 
for far too long,” Crowley said.

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
thanked Crowley for making 
the issue a top priority.

“Working together we will 
monitor the progress of the 
painting schedule and continue 
to hold the MTA accountable,” 
he said. “It’s been decades since 
this trestle was last painted 
-- creating a blight in our com-
munity.”

In December, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed legislation au-
thored by state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) that required 
the MTA to study lead levels on 
above-ground subway stations 
after the District 9 Internation-
al Union of Painters and Allied 
Trades tested the paint chips 
that fall on to Roosevelt Avenue 
below from the elevated struc-
ture and found that they were 
48-times more toxic than the 
federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s standard.

“I have been pushing the 
MTA for many years to paint 
and repair the elevated struc-
ture of the century-old 7 train 
line as it cuts through our im-
migrant and hard-working class 
neighborhoods in the district,” 
Peralta said. “I worked tireless-
ly to ensure that the MTA 2015-
2019 Capital Program included 
the project to repaint and repair 
the elevated 7 train structures. 
I am glad this is finally coming 
to a reality since the conditions 
of the elevated tracks, stations 

and trestles are dangerously 
deteriorating. With the contract 
awarded and my bill requiting 
the MTA to tackle lead paint 
from above ground structures 
signed into law, this project will 
be vital to start eliminating the 
hazardous conditions people 
are exposed to when walking 
under the 7 train line. Repaint-
ing and repairing the elevated 
structures is a good first step to 
protecting New Yorkers and im-
proving the subway system for 
commuters.”

The $45 million dollar con-
tract was awarded to Woodside-
based Ahern Painting Contrac-
tors, Inc., the company that 
repainted the crown of the New 
York State Pavilion its original 
“American Cheese” yellow in 
2015 at no cost to the city. The 
contract was funded by the Fed-
eral Transit Administration 
and it will be followed by anoth-
er contract advertisement for 
similar work along the 7 line in 
Long Island City, Sunnyside and 
Woodside by the end of 2018.

“The line is desperately in 
need of maintenance and re-
pairs that will allow riders to 
travel safely and quickly across 
Queens,” City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “I have long been advocat-
ing for painting and repair work 
in my district and I look for-
ward to the MTA announcing 
contracts for work along this 
stretch of the line late this year. 
However, we demand that as the 
MTA completes this work, they 
do so without harming the com-
munity or local businesses.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The MTA announces that critical painting and structural steel 
repair work will begin along the elevated 7 train line next month. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

Final Environmental Assessment 
Aircraft Fuel Tank Installation 

John F. Kennedy International Airport, Queens, New York 
 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) notice is hereby 
given that copies of a Final Environmental Assessment (EA) inclusive of the April 2018 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the 
proposed Aircraft Fuel Tank Installation Project at John F. Kennedy International Airport 
are available for public review at the following locations: 
 

The Port Authority of NY & NJ                 The Port Authority of NY & NJ 
John F. Kennedy International Airport          Aviation Department 
Building 14/PA Administration Building         4 World Trade Center/150 Greenwich St. 
3rd Floor, Jamaica, NY  11430                18th Floor, New York, NY  10007 
Attn: Jim Steven                             Attn: Kathryn Lamond 
Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm                    Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
  

The Final EA document for this project will be available at these locations until June 29th, 
2018. In addition, a copy of this document may be viewed online at:  
http://www.panynj.gov/about/studies-reports.html. 

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and City Coun-

cil Speaker Corey Johnson (D-Manhat-
tan) announced last week that there 
would be a $125 million investment for 
the city’s public schools starting in the 
2018-19 school year as a part of the an-
nual Fair Student Funding program.

City Council Finance Chairman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
who once served as the chair of the Edu-
cation Committee, was pleased with the 
announcement. 

“Fair Student Funding provides the 
essentials that principals need to run 
a well-organized school,” said Dromm. 
“FSF allows principals to determine 
what area in their school needs addi-
tional support. This discretion is vi-
tally important because needs in every 
school are different.”

Fair Student Funding is part of the 
mayor’s Equity and Excellence initia-
tive that is meant to help public schools 
achieve success by starting kids in 
school earlier, making sure there are 
more rigorous courses in classrooms, 
and ensuring students meet the bench-
marks in different skills on time, as well 
as achieving college readiness.

The program tries to accomplish this 
by covering instructional resources and 
allocating money based on the number 
and needs of students in the city’s 854 
public schools, according to the 2018 
FSF & School Budget Resource Guide. 

A spokesman of the mayor said, 192 
of the schools are in Queens.

“We’re increasing Fair Student 
Funding to get every school to at least 90 
percent and help ensure they have the 
resources they need to provide an excel-
lent education to our 1.1 million school-
children,” said the mayor. 

The investment increase is meant to 
assure that 854 of the city’s schools will 
have at least 90 percent of the funds they 
need to achieve the mayor’s Equity and 
Excellence goals, according to the may-
or’s office. 

More than 588,000 students in every 
borough and community school district 
will be affected by FSF. 

The mayor’s office attributed the re-
cent record-high graduation rates, col-
lege enrollment rates and low dropout 
rates of public school students to the pre-
vious $230 million FSF investments that 
took place over the past four years. 

Members from the Alliance for Qual-
ity Education, a communal grassroots 
coalition with members from across 
New York state fighting for better public 
education, were excited to learn of the 
news. 

“Mayor de Blasio’s announcement 
today shows his commitment to achiev-
ing educational equity goes beyond 
rhetoric, as he takes bold action by 
funding the city’s Fair Student Funding 
formula,” said Zakiyah Ansari, an ad-
vocacy director of Alliance for Quality 
Education. 

Michael Mulgrew, president of the 
United Federation of Teachers, was also 
delighted by the move. 

“We applaud and support school 
funding that is based on need and 
that gets additional resources to 
our most vulnerable students,” said 
Mulgrew.

De Blasio invests $125M 
in NYC public schools

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that the city 
would invest an additional $125 million in 
public schools for FY 2018 to 2019.  

Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Benjamin Kanter
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(Pictured clockwise from top)

•  High on a hill overlooking Middle Village on 
one side and Maspeth on the other, the Fresh 
Pond Crematory — the first crematorium in 
the United States.

•  Built in the 1880s, the crematory is the final 
resting place for nearly 40,000 people. Large 
parts of the columbarium — the section where 
the ashes are kept — have gone mostly un-
changed since the Guilded Age. The likes of J.P. 
Morgan, Lou Gehrig and rapper Notorious B.I.G. 
have been cremated here.

•  The American way of death has shifted 
fundamentally since 1980 when, according 
to the National Cremation Association, 
only five percent of deaths were handled 
with cremation. Now the number is about 
50 percent.

•  Every niche is something of a time capsule, 
including an ornate urn, or two, for the 
ashes, framed photos of the departed, and 
sometimes a keepsake like silk flowers or 
tiny figurines.

•  A small observation area across the cremation 
units allows families a final moment before the 
process begins, which takes about two hours. 

•  Stained glass windows cover the walls in the 
crematorium’s two buildings.

INSIDE THE 
CREMATORIUM Photos by Michael Shain
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(NACLI) Nurses Association
of the Counties of LI

&
American Nurses Association – New York

wishes you a Happy Nurses Week!

Thank you for your passion for nursing!

CELEBRATING NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

E nter a hospital, doctor’s offi ce, 
adult care facility, or medical 
clinic and you are bound to en-

counter nurses. Nurse is a broad term 
used to describe most individuals who 
perform patient-based care in a vari-
ety of settings. A nurse’s duties and 
title will vary depending on his or her 
educational background and the cer-
tifi cations and licenses he or she has 
received.

The fi eld of nursing is seemingly 
recession-proof. According to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, there 
are roughly 2.6 million nurses in the 
United States. No other career choice 
within the fi eld of healthcare can 
claim such strength in numbers, both 
in the United States and Canada.

There are many advantages to be-
coming a nurse, including growing 
employment opportunities. Over the 
next 20 years, the bureau predicts 
800,000 vacancies in the fi eld of nurs-
ing in the United States alone. Finan-
cial gain is to be had as well. Depend-
ing on the type of nurse, he or she has 
the potential to make anywhere be-
tween $43,000 and $115,000 a year, ac-
cording to the bureau’s Occupational 
Employment Statistics Program. Fur-

thermore, because of the wide breadth 
of nursing services, there is plenty of 
room for specialty application and ad-
vancement.

Here are the common types of 
nurses and the type of education re-
quired to become a nurse:

Nursing aide or orderly: Nursing 
aides and orderlies help nurses care 
for patients and perform routine tasks. 
They spend most of their time with pa-
tients, serving meals, keeping patients 

comfortable, answering call lights, 
making beds, and giving baths. Most 
nursing aides work in a hospital setting 
or long-term facilities for the elderly. A 
high school diploma may be all that’s 
needed to become a nursing aide.

Licensed practical nurse: A li-
censed practical nurse studies for a 
year after earning a high school di-
ploma and must be licensed in the 
state in which he or she will work. He 
or she typically records medical his-

tories, weighs and measures patients, 
records symptoms, and administers 
injections. 

Registered nurse: A registered 
nurse typically pursues a two-year As-
sociate’s degree in nursing or may re-
ceive a Bachelor’s degree in the fi eld. 
Candidates must pass a national exam 
before they are licensed. The duties of 
a registered nurse are generally more 
varied and in-depth than those of a 
licensed practical nurse and can in-
clude helping patients manage treat-
ment plans.

Nurse practitioner: Nurse prac-
titioners are among the most edu-
cated hospital employees. In addition 
to their registered nurse study, they 
earn a Master’s degree and may spe-
cialize in one area. Also, they may be 
able to work outside of the authority of 
a physician. In such instances, a they 
can run a medical practice, diagnose, 
and prescribe medication just as a doc-
tor would.

Although doctors are often thought 
of as the primary care providers in 
most healthcare settings, nurses are 
growing in numbers and have taken 
on many of the roles once reserved ex-
clusively for doctors.  

Explore the many hats worn by nurses

N urses are often the fi rst people 
patients see when visiting hos-
pitals. According to the United 

States Department of Health and Hu-
man Services Health Resources Ser-
vices Administration there were 2.8 
million registered nurses, including 
advanced practice registered nurses, 
and 690,000 licensed practical nurses, 
in the United States between the years 
of 2008 and 2010.

Nurses fi ll many roles in the medical 
community, assisting doctors and help-
ing to make in-patient stays more com-
fortable for men and women who are ill 
or injured. Specialized nurses, such as 
nurse practitioners, may even serve as 
the primary healthcare provider. 

While there is a specifi c week set 
aside to show appreciation to nurses, 
many people agree that they deserve 
recognition throughout the year. Any 
instance is a good time to give back 
to nurses, and the following are a few 
ways to honor the nurses in your life:

Play caretaker to him or her. 
Nurses tend to the needs of others all 
the time, but some nurses do not get the 
respite they deserve. Those who want 
to show appreciation to a nurse who 
has helped them in their lives can pres-
ent the nurse with a gift card for a mas-
sage and soothing spa treatment. 

Cater a meal. Offer to cater a meal 
at the hospital or medical offi ce so that 
all nurses on staff can benefi t. If there 

is one nurse in particular you want to 
treat, give that nurse a gift card to a 
nearby restaurant.

Provide foot relief. Nurses spend 
hours on their feet, and that can cause 
pain or stiffness throughout the body. 
Present a gift card to a store that spe-
cializes in comfort shoes or custom or-
thotics. A certifi cate for a pedicure or 
foot massage would no doubt be appre-
ciated as well.

Create a charmed existence.
Charm bracelets are the rage right now, 
and nurses may appreciate a brace-
let that highlights their career path 
with specifi c charms. For something 
they can wear on the job, treat nurses 
to a Steth-o-Charm, which is a charm 
that slides securely onto stethoscopes. 
These charms come in many designs 
and can make for a memorable gift.

Give a decorative badge reel.
Nurses must wear identifi cation or 
have swipe cards on them to gain ac-
cess to areas of hospitals. Many badges 
are standard items without any fl are 
or style. A colorful or decorative badge 
reel can be a nice way to brighten up a 
nurse’s day.

Give verbal or handwritten 
thanks. One of the easiest and most 
heartfelt ways to show your apprecia-
tion to nurses is with a handwritten 
note. Such a simple gesture does not 
take much effort, but it is bound to 
make an impact. 

How to show a nurse you care
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Blotter

 ELMHURST — A Middle Village 
man has been convicted in absentia of 
sexually abusing an 11-year-old girl as 
she walked to school in Elmhurst in 
June 2016 as well as endangering the 
welfare of a child, the Queens district 
attorney said. 

After a weeklong trial in Queens 
Supreme Court, Jose Para, 37, of 83rd 
Place was absent for his own conviction, 
but attended the trial in which the jury 
 found him guilty on April 27, according 
to DA Richard Brown.

Para, who was out on bail, fled the 
court house during jury deliberations, the 
DA said.  He was missing from the court-
room as Supreme Court Justice Richard 
Buchter issued a bench warrant for the 
defendant for failing to show up to hear 
the verdict at his own trial,  Brown said.

The DA said Para faces “a consider-
able amount of time” in prison.

“A child walking to school in broad 
daylight should never have to worry 
about a stranger approaching and 
touching her inappropriately,” he said. 
“A jury weighed the evidence and found 
the defendant guilty of violating this 
young victim.”

According to Brown, Para ap-
proached his young victim as she 
walked to school down Albion Avenue 
and began attempting to strike up a con-
versation, asking questions about her 
name, age, where she lived and what 
school she attended.

Para began making comments about 
the girl’s shirt and suddenly grabbed 
her right breast.

The victim ran to school and told the 
staff about the stranger touching her, 
according to trial testimony.

— Mark Hallum

Law enforcement is looking for a man who failed to show up to hear his verdict when he 
was convicted of sexually assaulting an 11-year-old girl. Photo by Michael Shain 

Mid Village man skips verdict to sex abuse trial

FLUSHING — A Flushing man has 
been sentenced to 24 years in prison 
after pleading guilty to the stabbing 
death of his 68-year-old ex-wife, whose 
body was found under a table in the 
apartment the couple shared in No-
vember 2014, Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. 

According to the charges, on Nov. 
8, 2014, some time between 7 p.m. and 
11:45 p.m., Josefina Mendoza was 
stabbed more than 300 times. Brown 
said the victim’s face alone had more 
than 200 wounds. Naser Alzein, 55, 
called 911 to report he had found Men-
doza’s dead body in the apartment, 
but Alzein had a cut on his hand and 
was seen on video surveillance pacing 

outside the apartment building before 
going back inside to call police, the 
charges said. 

Brown said this was one of the most vi-
olent murder scenes one could imagine. 

“The victim had a knife plunged 
into her body more than 300 times, 
many of the wounds to the woman’s 
face,” he said. “The defendant called 
911 and claimed he found the victim 
dead in the apartment, but evidence 
showed he brutally killed her and then 
tried to cover it up. To punish him for 
this criminal act an to protect society, 
the defendant will likely spend the rest 
of his life incarcerated.”

— Gina Martinez

Flushing man gets 24 years in stabbing case
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Massimo Sirianni
May 2018

Bayside High School
Flushing, New York

Scholar-athlete Massimo Sirianni is a moti-
vated, well-spoken and charismatic individual 
and the pride of Bayside High School. He has 
maintained a 4.0 GPA and obtained school and 
city-wide awards throughout his high school ca-
reer. For his many academic accomplishments, he 
was inducted into the National Honor Society.

At Bayside High School, Massimo maintained 
an average of 95. He has taken several college 
advanced placement courses including AP English 
Language, AP Statistics, AP Human Geography 
and AP Environmental Science. 

He particularly excels in the study of Geom-
etry, which requires the ability to perceive spatial 
relations and concepts from a holistic point of 
view. Sirianni received a 93 in Geometry and 
scored a very impressive 88 on the Common Core 
Geometry Regents Exam. 

“Massimo was one of the most outstanding and 
dedicated students in my class – and his excel-
lent test grades and class participation reflected 
his academic ability,” conveyed Mrs. Aminov, 
Mathematics teacher, who taught Massimo in her 
Common Core Geometry class during his fresh-
man year. 

“His fellow classmates benefited from his hard 
work in many ways, especially when he was a 
leader during group work and when he volun-
teered to tutor peers outside of the classroom,” she 
added.

Michelle Hui, English and Student Activities 
Coordinator, concurs and describes Massimo as 
being “not only an inquisitive student, but also 
charming, charismatic, caring and extremely 
dedicated.” 

Ms. Hui, who first met Massimo in his sopho-
more year, explains, “I was not granted the 
privilege of teaching Massimo, but he is such 
a well-rounded individual who appreciates his 
culture and seeks to constantly improve himself. 

“One of my favorite qualities about Massimo 
is his love for his heritage,” she enthused. “He is 
fluent in Italian and there is not a day that goes by 
where he does not enlighten me with some Italian 
metaphors and phrases. He is a memorable, one-
of-a-kind student.”

Not only does he excel scholastically, but Mas-
simo is a star on the athletic field, too. Sirianni was 
named to the New York City All Academic First 
Team during the 2016-17 football season. As the 
football team’s kicker/punter, he was the city-wide 
statistical leader for two consecutive seasons. The 
high school senior was also named to the 2017 
Queens All-Star Football Team. At Bayside High 
School he was chosen to be vice president of the 
Football Club and secretary of the CrossFit Club.

“Massimo has been a part of our football 
program for his entire high school career. What 
comes to mind when I think of him is his dedica-
tion, effort and intelligence,” said Massimo’s 
football head coach Jason Levitt. “His effort 

is reflected in the classroom as well as on his 
transcript – and I can say that I’ve never coached 
a player who has been more “all in” to an athletic 
program, his team, his academics, his faith and his 
family.

“He always has the team’s best interest in mind, 
and his comments and ideas are always very well 
thought out. If I had the opportunity, I would defi-
nitely hire Massimo as an assistant coach,” coach 
Levitt concluded.

Massimo’s strong work ethic, however, is not 
just limited to the classroom or the football field. 
On weekends, he volunteers with the Clean Air 
Group, a Whitestone-based green organization 
that provides Eco-friendly cleaning services to 
local residences, as well as commercial and indus-
trial properties. The Clean Air Group also collects 
cooking oil and converts it to biodiesel fuel, an 
eco-friendly alternative to gasoline. For this proj-
ect, Massimo collected oil on a truck, worked at 
a refinery where the oil was converted and even 
performed customer service at the headquarters. 
He pitched the value of converting cooking oil 
to local restaurants, spreading awareness on the 
importance of oil conversion.

Each day you can find Massimo volunteering 
in the Student Organization office, and assisting 
teachers during his free time or lunch period. He 
even acts as a child caretaker every day after 
school by tutoring and cooking for two young 
children, which comes naturally, being the oldest 
of four children.

Massimo has been accepted to more than ten 
colleges and universities. Currently he is still decid-
ing between NYU, UConn and UMass. Which-
ever university he decides to attend, Massimo will 
most likely pursue a career in civil engineering. His 
energetic leadership skills and tireless work ethic 
will undoubtedly give him the advantage in his 
pursuit towards a successful career!

By Steven Goodstein

My is
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How to stay comfortable this allergy season
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Allergy sufferers and asth-
matics have a lot to worry 
about this spring, despite the 
prolonged cool weather, but 
there are ways to find comfort 
this allergy season, according 
to Dr. Lisa Roth, an allergist 
and immunologist at Jamaica 
Hospital in Richmond Hill. 

“The spring had a bit of a 
delayed start because of the 
cold stretch, but we had a lot 
of precipitation because of 
the rain and snow,” said Roth. 
“This year there is an anticipa-
tion of a heightened or intense 
pollen season, but in a shorter 
time frame.”

A delayed pollen season in 
mid-Atlantic states like New 
York, New Jersey and Pennsyl-
vania was also predicted as far 
back as mid-March by www.
accuweather.com. The weath-
er website declared that pollen 
season will not start until late 
April or early May.

A shorter, yet more intense 
allergy season also results in 
more hospital visits for people 
who are asthmatic, according 
to Roth. 

“People will be more symp-
tomatic,” said Roth. “What we 
are trying to do in the allergy 
department at Jamaica Hospi-
tal is to educate our patients ... 
we can prevent [or lessen the 
symptoms] by providing per-
sonalized treatment plans.”

Personal treatment plans 
can help asthmatics and al-
lergy sufferers learn exactly 
what it is that they are allergic 
to and help doctors to strat-
egize in coming up with solu-
tions specific to their patients. 

The common problem for 
allergy sufferers and asthmat-
ics when they are outdoors 
will be tree pollen, according 
to the allergist.

“Right now it’s the tree 
season and you can expect 
sneezing, stuffy nose, runny 
nose, itchy and teary eyes, 
nasal drips, coughs, rashes 
and shortness of breathe with 
wheezing,” said Roth. 

Accuweather, the world’s 
largest weather company, 
predicted in March that tree 
pollen would be at its peak in 
early June in New York and 
New England. 

Asthmatics, who are sensi-

tive to what is in the environ-
ment, also have to beware of 
ragweed, grass pollen and 
mold, according to Roth. 

Roth suggests that the best 
way to be comfortable this sea-
son is to take an allergy test 
before just getting any over-
the-counter drug, which might 
not meet your specific needs.

“Allergy skin testing can 
help us identify the specific 
triggers,” said Roth. “That’s 
how we can identify the spe-
cific triggers... and provide 

allergy shots, which use their 
own immune system to help 
prevent symptoms in a benefi-
cial way.”

If you do not want to go the 
allergy shot route, getting an 
allergy test can also help doc-
tors tailor which medications 
a patient should use based on 
what triggers their allergy and 
what symptoms they get.

Roth also suggested get-
ting allergy shots or using the 
right combination of allergy 
medicine two weeks before al-

lergy season as a way for both 
allergy sufferers and asthmat-
ics to build up their immune 
system and lessen, in some pa-
tients’ cases,   or feel no symp-
toms this season. 

Roth also had tips for those 
who might not have time to get 
to a hospital.

“The early morning is 
when the highest count of tree 
pollen are, so try to schedule 
outdoor activities later if the 
pollen count is very high,” 
said Roth. “Close the windows 
where you live, because fresh 
air is not the best option. Air 
purifiers will clean the air you 
breathe and lessen the pollen, 
and a nighttime shower will 
wash away pollen accumulat-
ed during the day.”

To learn what the pollen 
count is, Roth uses www.pol-
len.com, which has calculated 
high pollen in New York City. 
Out of a possible high of 12, 
New York City had an 11 pollen 
count as of Tuesday, because 
of pollen from birch, maple 
and oak trees.  

“Once we have the knowl-
edge, there is a lot we can do,” 
said Roth. 

DR. LISA ROTH
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EMBARGO
PREVENTIVO DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Department of
Finance

Department of
Environmental Protection

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
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ESCAPE THE CONCRETE 
JUNGLE...JOIN US FOR 

GREAT SUMMERTIME FUN

is a nearby family oriented large heated swimming pool 
and kiddie pool complex   located at 98-00 62nd Drive, 

Rego Park, New York 11374 - (718) 830-9634.

The swim club features a 40 x 80-foot heated swimming pool, a 25-foot 
circular, heated kiddie pool, a swim school (with small classes and licensed  
instructors) as well as a large, shaded deck area designated for BBQs and 
other social activities. Private outdoor cabanas, included with furniture and 
umbrellas, are also available for seasonal and daily rentals. This destination is 
perfect for kids’ and adults’ birthdays, pool parties and poolside cookouts.

 
With over 40 years experience, Park City Swim Club provides a fully-certifi ed 
lifeguard staff, trained in both First Aid and CPR. The Park City Swim Club 
season takes place from Saturday, May 26 to Monday, September 3, 2018. 

On site registration takes place Saturdays and Sundays - May 5 & 6, 
May 12 & 13, May 19 & 20 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Credit Cards and checks 

are accepted for Seasonal Membership only.

For more information
Call (212) 769-0201 before Thursday, May 25, 2018 or 

(718) 830-9634 after May 26, 2018. 
Visit Park City Swim Club’s website at www.parkcityswimclub.com.

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio released a fis-

cal 2019 executive budget of $89 billion 
with clear animosity toward Albany 
for its mandate in the state budget re-
quiring the city to pay half of the more 
than $836 million tab for the Subway 
Action Plan to repair the failing public 
transit system.,

Not only did de Blasio call for full 
accounting on the funds put toward 
the Subway Action Plan, the adminis-
tration did not answer the call of many 
for the city to include Fair Fares, gov-
ernment-funded, half-priced Metro-
Card swipes for low-income New York-
ers, in the 2019 budget. The new fiscal 
year begins July 1.

The Mayor’s office did not respond 
to inquiries regarding when the budget 
would be enacted before press time.

“What does it mean if the city pays 
for another MTA expense that should 
be covered by the MTA? And this has 
happened over and over again, includ-
ing most recently with the ‘Subway 
Action Plan,’ which cost us over $400 
million,” de Blasio said on the Brian 
Lehrer Show Friday of his refusal 
to earmark the $212 million for Fair 
Fares. 

De Blasio turned some of his criti-
cism toward the East Side Access 
Project, giving the LIRR riders from 
Queens and Long Island the ability to 
commute into Grand Central instead 
of Penn Station.

“When we give money to the MTA 
as we just did, we need full accounting 
of what is being done with the money,” 
de Blasio continued. “We just saw this 
ludicrous story on the ‘East Side Ac-
cess Project’ (about) the MTA having a 
billion-dollar cost overrun. This is yet 
another cost overrun, yet another de-

lay in a project that seems to just take 
up money all the time, but yet the state 
is asking the city to give money to an 
agency that clearly does not know how 
to use its money properly and on the 
right things.”

De Blasio and Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
have dueled over how much, if any, the 
city would contribute to the Subway 
Action Plan since it was unveiled in 
July as a short-term approach to sta-
bilize the meltdown-prone city transit 
system, which is operated by the state.

But de Blasio was defiant about 
committing funds until the state bud-
get, passed in April, requiring the city 
pay up.

Riders Alliance, a transit advocacy 
group, called on de Blasio to stand 
with other city leaders and adopt Fair 
Fares in the budget by pointing out the 
$212 million initiative would only be a 
small portion of the “nearly $90 billion 
budget” de Blasio claimed was driven 
by the desire to make New York the 
“fairest big city in America.”

“Speaker Corey Johnson and the 
City Council made Fair Fares the cen-
terpiece of their response to the may-
or’s preliminary budget, but Mayor de 
Blasio has yet to embrace the idea. The 
mayor is ignoring the needs of hun-
dreds of thousands of his constituents 
and the recommendations of several 
dozens of elected officials, represent-
ing hundreds of diverse New York City 
neighborhoods, who are united for 
half-price MetroCards for low-income 
New Yorkers,” the Riders Alliance 
said in a statement. “In the coming 
weeks, as we look toward adoption of 
the budget, the coalition looks forward 
to working side-by-side with  Speaker 
Corey Johnson and his colleagues 
to push Fair Fares across the finish 
line.”

Mayor slams state
in executive budget 

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces the executive 2019 budget, detailing “hits from Albany.” 
Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Benjamin Kanter
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 711

“Our Mission drives and unites everyone  
at Fidelis Care. I’m proud that all of my  
colleagues throughout New York State  
always put the well-being of our  
�����������	
�
Frank Beams
Director, Membership Analysis 

2 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E

HERE TODAY. HERE TOMORROW.

HERE TO STAY.
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NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Advances 
Discussion of the Impact of Climate Change 

on Public Health
Expert Presentations Focused on Climate Change’s Impact on 

Vulnerable Populations and Steps to Reduce 
the Carbon Footprint

(Queens, NY—April 27, 2018) The Global Health Institute at NYC Health + 
Hospital/Elmhurst hosted the program “Earth’s Vital Statistics: How Climate Change 
Is Affecting Your Health,” featuring local and international experts. Coinciding with 
Earth Day, the presentations focused on climate change and its impact on public 
health around the world.

“NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst is proud to celebrate Earth Day by bringing 
attention to the important issue of climate change and how it is affecting our health,” 
said Israel Rocha, Jr., chief executive officer, NYC Health + Hospitals/ Elmhurst. “At 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, we have taken several significant steps to reduce 
the carbon footprint, such as using energy-saving lighting and fixtures, reducing 
the number of physical servers needed to run hospital computers, installing energy 
efficient boilers, and using green-certified cleaning products. We are continuing to 
plan for a greener future in order to protect the health of our patients, staff, and 
community.”

“The impact of climate change is getter clearer, and more frightening, every year,” 
said Joseph R. Masci, MD, executive director and founding chair of the Global Health 
Institute at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst. “It is important for those of us in the 
medical profession to understand what we are facing, and Earth Day is an excellent 
opportunity to educate ourselves and our patients. We hope attendees are not only 
up-to-date on the science, but also walked away understanding practical steps we all 
can take to respond to the challenge of global warming.”

Dr. Masci, a well-known expert on infectious diseases, discussed possible links between 
climate change and outbreaks of vector-borne diseases that were once rare, such as 
Ebola and Zika, as well as food-borne illnesses, such as salmonella and E. coli.

Jennifer Cherrier, Ph.D., oceanographer and chair of the Department of Earth 
and Environmental Sciences at Brooklyn College, discussed how increased global 
average temperatures of two to four degrees are having a dramatic effect on sea 
levels and causing extreme weather patterns that are altering living conditions for the 
world’s most vulnerable populations.

Chadia Wannous, Ph.D., network coordinator, Towards a Safer World, an initiative 
of the United Nations, presented on how land use changes, such as urban sprawl and 
deforestation, are drivers of emerging infectious disease trends.

Jennifer Reese, MD, chief resident, Department of Medicine, NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst and Nadia Solomon, MA, MSc, medical student at St. George’s 
University, presented information on practical steps individuals can take each day to 
mitigate the effects of climate change.

Liz Noeul, student from Brooklyn College, discussed the impact of climate change 
on nutrition and food security.

Attended by a crowd of more than 120, including members of the neighboring 
community concerned about climate change, the program also offered practical 
tips and changes that people can incorporate into their everyday lives to minimize 
their impact. Tips included unplugging appliances when not in use, and using tote or 
biodegradable paper bags when purchasing groceries to reduce waste from plastic 
products.

For more information about the Global Health Institute at NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst, please visit www.nychealthandhospitals.org/elmhurst/globalhealthinstitute/ 
or call 718-334-1259

For more information about programs and services at NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst, please call 718 334-4000 or visit nychealthandhospitals.org/elmhurst.

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst    
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, part of the NYC Health + Hospitals health care system, is 
the major tertiary care provider in the borough of Queens. The hospital is comprised of 545 
beds and is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an Emergency Heart Care Station and a 911-Receiving 
Hospital. It is a premiere health care organization for key areas such as Surgery, Cardiology, 
Women’s Health, Pediatrics, Rehabilitation Medicine, and Renal and Mental Health Services. 
Last year, the hospital received close to 700,000 ambulatory care visits and over 130,000 
Emergency Room visits.

Left to right: Priscilla Carrow, NYS Senator Jose Peralta’s Office, Aida Gonzalez-Jarrin, NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Community Advisory Board, Jennifer Cherrier, Ph.D, Brooklyn 
College, Joseph Masci, MD, Chair, Global Health Institute, Nadia Solomon, Medical Student, 
St. George’s University, Jennifer Reese, MD, Chief Resident, Liz Noeul, Brooklyn College

BY MARK HALLUM

The MTA’s celebration of the re-
opening of the M train with recon-
struction of the Myrtle Viaduct was 
not without its snags Monday as a 
switch malfunction stalled service 
for over an hour and a half just hours 
after the line was once again made 
available.

With New York City Transit Presi-
dent Andy Byford greeting Manhattan 
commuters at the Fresh Pond Road 
station at around 8 a.m., touting the 
agency’s accomplishment of finishing 
the project within the budget and on 
time, the MTA said the completion of 
the project would brace L train riders 
for the impending tunnel closure.

“It is imperative that M train ser-
vice operates as efficiently as possible 
for all our customers who rely on it,” 
Byford said. “When we couple the 
long-term fortification work on this 
line with the smoother ride and quiet-
er tracks, we can be sure we’re on our 
way to building the world-class tran-
sit system we’ve pledged to deliver.”

Vital for about 60,000 daily com-
muters, the 310-foot Myrtle Viaduct 
was closed for much of 2017 to revital-
ize the high line structure which has 
withstood 100 years of 24/7 service.

About $168 million was spent on 
the two-phase project, which included 
the reconstruction of the Fresh Pond 
Bridge during the summer months.

“Completing this project on time 
and on budget was critical to show 
how serious we are about minimiz-
ing impacts on our customers as we 
perform this important work,” MTA 
Chairman Joseph Lhota said. “This 
is a major win for our customers 
and the surrounding community. We 
promised to modernize and stabilize 
the subway system, and we thank 
our customers for their continued pa-
tience as we take the necessary steps 
to do so.”

The strengthening of M line ser-

vice will provide relief to L train rid-
ers who will be affected by the Canar-
sie Tunnel shutdown for 15 months 
starting in April 2019.

A joint open house in Ridgewood 
between the MTA and the city De-
partment of Transportation April 12 
outlined an ambitious plan to move 
up to 200,000 daily commuters from 
Brooklyn and Queens into Manhattan 
during the 15-month period in which 
a portion of the L train will be shut 
down for tunnel repairs.

The Canarsie Tunnel was one 
of nine underwater right-of-ways 
flooded during Superstorm Sandy in 
2012 and sustained the most amount 
of damage to tracks, signals, signal 
lines, power cables, communication 
lines, lighting and ducts along the 
over 7,000-foot stretch.

The MTA said it also factored in ca-
pacity on the No. 7  line, which should 
be able to support an overflow of peo-
ple from Brooklyn alongside the M.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

MTA reinstates service 
on M train in Ridgewood

New York City Transit President Andy Byford 
meets commuters Monday as the agency re-
stores service to the M train in Ridgewood. 

Photo courtesy of MTA via Flickr
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T H E  D O U G L A S T O N  M A N O R
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD., DOUGLASTON, NY 11362 

 718.224.8787  WWW.THEDOUGLASTONMANOR.COM

DOUGLASTON 
M A N O R

D O U G L A S T O N  M A N O R  H A S  A  S U N D A Y  I N  J U L Y  AVA I L A B L E  A T  A 

D R A S T I C  P R I C E  R E D U C T I O N .  C A L L  U S  A T  Y O U R  C O N V E N I E N C E . 

TH I S  D A T E  M A Y  B E  T H E  D A T E  O F  Y O U R  D R E A M S .

A M A Z I N G  J U LY  O P P O R T U N I T Y
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

Addabbo bill would assist veterans’ organizations
BY BILL PARRY

Calling it one step closer 
to a “concrete way to give 
back to those who have given 
of themselves in service to 
our nation,” state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) announced committee 
approval of his legislation, 
S.3675, which would enable 
New Yorkers to check off a 
box on their personal income 
tax returns to assist veterans’ 
service organizations. 

Under the bill, the con-
tributions would be held in 
a fund maintained by the 
state comptroller and the 
state Division of Taxation 
and Finance, and monies 
would be provided to veter-
ans’ service organizations to 
enable them to better assist 
former military members in 
assessing necessary benefits 
and programs. The contribu-
tions would be gifts and not 
reduce the amount of tax 
owed by check-off program 
participants.

“My proposal would es-
tablish a veterans’ service 
organization fund, which 

would be supported through 
the generosity of New York 
residents who decide that 
they want to contribute to 
veterans’ groups when they 
file their state personal in-
come tax returns,” Addabbo, 
the ranking member of the 
Senate Committee on Veter-
ans, Homeland Security and 
Military Affairs, said. “I am 
grateful my colleagues on the 
Senate Veterans Committee 
have joined me in advancing 
this initiative.”

Other check-off programs 
in New York state include 
those that support breast can-
cer research, prostate cancer 
research, wildlife and conser-
vation efforts, Alzheimer’s 
disease services, and state 
veteran’ cemeteries.

“I think it’s fitting that 
New York taxpayers be pro-
vided with the opportunity 
to voluntarily support brave 
and selfless men and wom-
en who have put their lives 
on hold at home and their 
lives at risk overseas — all 
in service to our country,” 
Addabbo said. “By helping 
veterans’ service organiza-

tions expand their programs, 
we will be thanking our vet-
erans in a truly meaningful 
manner.”

The bill’s next step to-
wards full Senate passage is 
consideration by the Senate 
Finance Committee. In the 
Assembly, the legislation is 
under review by the Ways and 
Means Committee.

“Veterans are often in 
need of a variety of services 
when they return home, but 
do not always know where 
to turn to find out about an 
array of programs that ex-
ist to help them,” Addabbo 
said. “Veterans’ service 
organizations serve as the 
key liaison between veter-
ans and appropriate govern-
ment agencies, and their ef-
forts are vital to ensuring 
that our returning service-
men and women gain access 
to the health, employment, 
education and other servic-
es available to them.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (c.) pays a visit to the St. Albans Veterans 
Home while his legislation to establish a vets’ service organization fund 
moves forward. Courtesy of Addabbo’s office
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Get expert care faster and closer to home. 

million
 brain cells are destroyed 
 every minute after a stroke.

Our hospital is a New York State designated Stroke Center providing Queens residents with timely care from 

highly experienced Weill Cornell Medicine specialists using the latest technology. With every minute critical, 

having treatment available right in your neighborhood can make all the difference. If you suspect someone is 

having a stroke, call 911.

Learn more at nyp.org/queens-stroke.

Chinese, Korean, Russian, Spanish, and English spoken.

*
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What is Workers’ Compensation 
and who is eligible?
Workers’ Compensation is a 
claim filed against the employers 
insurance. This entitles the injured 
individual to medical coverage, lost 
wages, and money for permanent 
damage. By law, anyone who is 
injured while working is covered 
by Workers’ Compensation.

I just got injured while at work, 
what do I do now? 
First ensure that you are seen 
by a proper medical professional 
right away. Next, make sure your 
employer is immediately notified 
about this accident. Different forms 
will also need to be filled out and 
submitted to Court in order to 
protect your rights. It is highly 
advisable you speak to a Workers’ 
Compensation attorney to ensure 
your rights are protected.

Do I really need an attorney? 
Although, you are not required 
to obtain an attorney, retaining 
one is highly recommended. The 
attorney will ensure all required 
documents are properly filled out 
and submitted to Court in a timely 
manner. Furthermore, the attorney 
makes certain that you receive 
all the money you deserve. Since 
the insurance company has hired 
attorneys in order to figure out a 
way to pay you the least amount 
of money as possible, it is highly 
advisable for you to retain an 
attorney to maximize the money 
due to you.
 
Who will cover my medical bills 
if I go to the doctor/emergency 
room for treatment? 
 By law the Workers’ Compensation 
insurance carrier must cover all 
medical bills related to a work 
related injury.

I got injured last month, 
can I still file a Workers’ 
Compensation claim? 
Technically, you have 2 years to file 
a Workers’ Compensation claim. 
However, it is highly recommended 

to file the claim right away. The 
longer someone waits to file a 
claim, the more likely it will be 
that that claim will be denied. 
Furthermore, an employer must 
be notified of the accident within 
30 days, otherwise the case will 
automatically be denied.

Can my employer fire me, or will 
I lose my job if I file a Workers’ 
Compensation claim? 
An employer is not allowed to 
fire an employee just because a 
Workers’ Compensation claim was 
filed. 

How often do I need to see the 
doctor? 
You are entitled to be seen by 
your doctor as often as is deemed 
necessary by your doctor. If you 
remain out of work, we advise that 
you be seen at least once every 45 
days.

How soon can I go back to work?
As soon as your doctor clears you to 
go back to work. 

Do I pay the attorney any money 
upfront? 
No. The attorney does not get paid 
unless he is able to recover money 
for you.

When will I get compensated for 
the time missed from work? 
If you miss time from work due to a 
work related accident, you could be 
entitled to money of lost wages. The 
amount of time it takes to recover 
this money varies depending on 
many factors. This could take a 
couple of months, if the insurance 
carrier isn’t disputing the claim. 
However, it can take as long as 1 to 
2 years, if the case goes to trial and 
there is an appeal.

I already have an attorney, can I 
switch attorneys? 
An injured person is allowed to 
choose the attorney of their choice. 
If not satisfied with their current 
attorney, you are entitled to change 
attorneys.

Workers’  
Compensation Law
Answers to common questions

Edmond J. Hakimian, Esq. specializes in Workers’ Compensation law. He is 
the managing attorney at the Law Offices of Edmond J. Hakimian, PC, which 
serves all of New York City and Long Island.  Please send your questions or 
comments to  HakimianESQ@gmail.com or you may call the office at 718-362-
3180. No column is a substitute for competent legal advice. Please consult with 
the attorney of your choice concerning specific legal questions you may have.

BY BILL PARRY

While half a dozen of the bor-
ough’s hospitals closed in the last de-
cade, one was plotting its expansion.

Last week, Mount Sinai Queens 
celebrated the opening of its new 
$180 million ambulatory Pavilion 
in Astoria. Leaders of the Mount 
Sinai Health System joined elected 
officials and community leaders for 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the 
six-story, 140,000-square foot build-
ing that features an expanded emer-
gency department, six new operating 
rooms and new outpatient services 
staffed with primary care physicians 
and medical and surgical specialists, 
all of whom are on the faculty of the 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai in Manhattan.

“We are so proud of the high qual-
ity and depth and breadth of care we 
provide the Queens community. Pro-
viding care close to home and work 
is a key element of providing excel-
lence in health care,” Mount Sinai 
Queens Executive Director Caryn A. 
Schwab said. “This effort to ensure 
accessible quality health care would 
not have been possible without the 
tremendous support from the leader-
ship at Mount Sinai, our elected of-
ficials, and our community partners. 
I’m so grateful to everyone who made 
the Pavilion a reality.”

The building was constructed be-
hind the original Astoria General 
Hospital at Crescent Street and 30th 
Avenue, which was taken over by 
Mount Sinai in 1999 and is now part 
of the city’s largest hospital system.

“Mount Sinai Queens is carrying 
on the 120-year tradition of deliver-
ing health care on this site,” Mount 
Sinai Queens President and Chief 
Operating Officer Dr. David L. Reich 
said.

“With these stunning new facili-
ties and state-of-the-art technology, 
the hospital is attracting top talent 
to further augment its excellent phy-
sician and nursing staff.” 

Reich said doctors had already 
begun to perform more delicate pro-
cedures at the hospital, including the 
removal of a clot that saved the life of 
a patient who had suffered a debili-
tating stroke last October.

“This is the first time that deli-
cate procedure was ever performed 
in Queens,” Reich said, “which is just 
one instance of the growing complex-
ity of care and procedures performed 
at Mount Sinai Queens.”

City Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) said everyone in 
the neighborhood, including himself, 
has a story about how their family 
was helped at Mount Sinai.

“The investments made by Mt. Si-
nai to expand our community hospi-
tal, like the beautiful new pavilion, 
are to be applauded and will go fur-
ther to ensure we can expand great 
care here in Queens,” he said. “I have 
always been proud to work with the 
Queens Delegation to secure fund-
ing to further the important work at 
MSQ. I look forward to more genera-
tions of Astoria residents receiving 
the care they need from Mt. Sinai 
hospital.”

At the ground-breaking ceremony 
for the project in August 2013, state 
Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) spoke of how her father 
had suffered a heart attack years ear-
lier and was told he had to recover in 
Manhattan, causing an enormous 
strain on her family. 

“This is a wonderful thing for res-
idents of western Queens,” she said. 
Not only can our community stay in 
our community to receive world class 
medical care, families will be able to 
comfort and visit their hospitalized 
loved ones without the burden of 
traveling into Manhattan.”

The project generated at least 460 
construction-related jobs and added 
more than $175 million to the local 
economy. Approximately 175 staff 
have been added as a result of the 
building project. 

“While hospitals are closing 
throughout the city, western Queens 
is lucky to have one that is growing 
and providing opportunities for the 
health-care coverage we need so we 
do not have to cross the river every 
time a loved one gets sick.”

Mount Sinai Queens also has the 
support of one of the neighborhood’s 
greatest economic engines. The en-
try to the pavilion was dedicated as 
the Kaufman Astoria Studios En-
trance after George Kaufman, the 
late chairman of the film studio, do-
nated $700,000 to the project.  

“Kaufman Astoria Studios is em-
bedded in our community and be-
lieves state-of-the art health care 
is essential for the neighborhood’s 
growth and viability,” Kaufman Asto-
ria Studios President and CEO Hal G. 
Rosenbluth said. “Having Mount Si-
nai Queens Hospital here and watch-
ing their tremendous effort, led by 
Caryn Shwab, to turn it into one of 
the finest health care institutions in 
the city made it an easy decision to 
join them in the growth of the hos-
pital. It is a great honor to have the 
Kaufman Astoria Studio’s name greet 
the neighborhood as they enter.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Mount Sinai Queens 
opens new pavilion
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Over 70 Years of Reliable Cleaning, Storage and Service
516.746.5500
224 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola 

M-F: 10-6, Sat: 10-5, Eves by Appointment

TsontosFurs.com

Over 70 Years of Reliable Cleaning, Storage and Service
516 746 5500

18
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35
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It’s Storage Time!

 Any Injury That Occurred 
   At Work

 Construction Site Traumas
 Car Accidents
 Back Trauma
 Broken Or Fractured Bones
 Drivers
 Utility Workers
 Home Attendants 
 Nurses
 Construction Workers

LARGE CASH SETTLEMENTS!
MEDICAL BILLS PAID!

NO FEE UNLESS YOU RECOVER MONEY!

Edmond Hakimian Esq

Law Offices of Edmond J. Hakimian, P.C.
CALL US: 718-362-3180

www.HakimianLaw.com  HakimianESQ@gmail.com  We Speak Spanish

WE GIVE YOU 
THE PERSONAL 

ATTENTION 

YOU DESERVE.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
INJURED AT WORK?
CALL US FOR A CONSULTATION!

VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

The Best Gifts for Mom 
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@
sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE 
CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY 
(631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 4–10, 2018 23  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

LATE

Port Authority considers new AirTrain route
BY BILL PARRY

 
The Port Authority is con-

sidering a new route for the 
proposed LaGuardiadia Air-
Train after listening to com-
plaints about the project dur-
ing three meetings in one week 
last month with Community 
Board 3 members and civic as-
sociations from neighborhoods 
surrounding the airport, state 
Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
(D-Corona) said.

 Aubry told the CB 3 month-
ly meeting that officials from 
the Port Authority and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s office are pre-
paring a new plan that would 
move the route away from the 
Grand Central Parkway closer 
to Flushing Bay and away from 
residential neighborhoods.

“They’re working on that 
new route and they’ll get back 
to us on it and show us what 
that means,” Aubry said.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said the com-
munity groups should have 
been involved in the process 
before Cuomo announced the 
proposal in January 2015.

“When planning for a ma-

jor project, in this case the 
construction of an airtrain 
between LaGuardia Airport 
and Willets Point, having the 
community’s input is vital for 
it to succeed,” Peralta said. “It 
is always necessary to listen to 
the concerns and ideas of the 
neighbors because, at the end of 
the day, the project will affect 
their daily lives. East Elmhurst 
residents are already suffer-
ing from the consequences of 
heavy traffic, air noise and pol-

lution, and the redevelopment 
of LaGuardia Airport. Clearly, 
the community said that they 
don’t want the airlink on the 
Grand Central Parkway, and 
this is why the proposal along 
the promenade or over Flush-
ing Bay makes sense. I applaud 
the Port Authority for taking 
the necessary time and trans-
lating the input they received 
into results.”

The Port Authority was 
asked to comment but did not 

reply by press time. Meanwhile, 
the agency announced new pro-
cedures at JFK International 
Airport during winter storms 
to avoid the chaos that oc-
curred in early January when 
incoming flights were unable 
to get to gates during the “bomb 
cyclone” known as Grayson.

“We are committed to 
strengthening JFK airport’s op-
erating procedures during win-
ter storms so that breakdowns 
experienced last January never 

happen again,” Port Authority 
Executive Director Rick Cot-
ton said. “In our continued and 
ongoing effort to ensure the 
airport handles winter storms 
far more effectively, these new 
measures build on those we an-
nounced last January.”

The most significant change 
will require that during a 
weather emergency, airlines 
must certify in advance that a 
gate will be available when the 
plane lands. As planes backed 
up on the runways and taxi-
ways during the storm, the Port 
Authority was forced to halt all 
incoming flights, causing thou-
sands of passenger delays. 

In the confusion during the 
storm, airlines lost track of 
thousands of pieces of luggage. 
Now every airline serving JFK 
is required to have in place 
a baggage service office that 
meets international best prac-
tice standards.

The airport also “will ac-
quire additional high-speed 
snow removal equipment to 
improve its performance in fu-
ture storms,” the Port Author-
ity said.

The Port Aurthority is considering moving the route of its proposed LaGuardia AirTrain away from the 
Grand Central Parkway and closer to Flushing Bay, according to state Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry. 

Courtesy of Governor Cuomo’s office
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

RUNNING THE SIKH 5K  Photos by Michael Shain

Bonnie Elkaim, the pre-K coordinator and teacher at PS 87 (c., in black), takes her students to the Middle Village Senior Center for what she calls an “Intergenerational Art Party” — a day 
for both groups to spend special time together building projects and making crafts.

The guest of honor at the race is 102-year-old Man Kuar (r.), who holds the world record in 
the centenarian category. Her son (l.) convinced her to take up running in her 70s. 

In Forest Park, nearly 1,000 people gather to race in the Sikh 5k, an annual rite for the 
Hindu sect. Health and fitness are a major part of their worship. 

FOOD FEST  Photos by Michael Shain

A GRAND TIME FOR PRE-K  Photo by Nicholas Biondo

A Taste of Queens is the biggest food showcase for the borough’s restaurants, 
bakeries, breweries and caterers. The Mahalo New York Bakery in Glendale used 
flowers to show off its Hawaiian-inspired cupcakes and cheesecake.

One of Queens’ most recognizable foodies, Joe DiStefano, is in the house — prowl-
ing the aisles of the annual festival — now in its fifth year at the New York Hall of 
Science.  
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

How to defi ne today’s America 
America is not just a place but 

an idea and an ideal and a way of 
life.

It is a place where immigrants 
did not renounce their heritage, 
but celebrated and shared their 
diverse cultures, protected by 
the Constitution and inspired by 
the American ideal of “life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness.” 
This goal and a common language 
defined the American character 
and linked our diverse cultures.

The idea that is America, its 
goodwill and its benevolence has 
attracted countless refugees and 
has become a kind of “soup kitch-
en” for the world. Increased calls 
for a borderless world, the rise of 
sanctuary cities and an obsession 
for diversity is redefining what it 
means to be an American.

In many neighborhoods, store-
fronts, signs, and ads are now in a 
language other than English.

Recently I stood at a once fa-
miliar street corner and looked 
around at the indecipherable signs 
and posters and I felt excommuni-
cated. A once familiar environ-
ment was now alien to me. This 
is not multiculturalization but 
multicolonization. Will it be nec-
essary to learn the languages of 
all the “colonies” in order to com-
municate with neighbors? If the 
designation “American” has lost 
its significance and meaning, then 
who are we?

My perception of this indeci-
pherable and alien environment 
is that some of its inhabitants re-
ject the ideals, customs, and tradi-
tions we have come to identify as 

American and which I have come 
to cherish. It is becoming increas-
ingly unpopular and sometimes 
even dangerous to identify one-
self as “American.” The designa-
tion has all but disappeared from 
our official documents. When 
responding to questionnaires, we 
are compelled to select an identity 
from a plethora of hyphenated sub-
categories.

It is ironic that I am able to com-
municate more easily, read more 
signs, posters, and advertisements 
in my ancestral homeland than in 
the beloved land of my birth. Must 
I emigrate to somewhere else to be 
finally recognized and accepted 
simply as an American?

Ed Konecnik  
Flushing

STOP THE HATE
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We, as a community, should be better than 
this. 

The desecration of Holliswood Hospital — the 
second such incident at the derelict facility since 
June 2017 — is appalling. Police said they dis-
covered a swastika painted on the stairwell shed 
of the hospital and while officers from the 107th 
Precinct worked quickly to cover the heinous 
graffiti, more needs to be done to prevent these 
kind of hateful acts in the future. 

The hospital, which closed its doors in 2013 af-
ter enduring some financial hardship, has been 
a frequent target of malfeasance. And it’s not the 
only place in the borough to be defiled by abhorrent 
rhetoric.

In March 2017, hate graffiti was discovered on 
the outside wall of an office building where Asto-
ria’s elected officials are headquartered on New-
town Avenue. Lawmakers condemned the act and 
pushed for swift action against the perpetrators, 
yet the problem persisted. In May 2017, Astoria 
was the target of more hate when homophobic 
graffiti was discovered.

Eventually, police tagged a suspect in connec-
tion with 16 acts of anti-gay graffiti during a six-
month spree in western Queens. The suspect was 
charged with third-degree criminal mischief and 
in September was sentenced to 90 days in jail. 

That the NYPD’s Hate Crimes Task Force 
caught the offender is great, although it took a 
months-long investigation to do so. There should 
be a system in place to arrest the vandals sooner 
rather than later. There’s too much at stake. 

Queens is the city’s most diverse borough, 
home to millions of people from different back-
grounds. When you have this kind of melting 
pot, there’s sure to be people who don’t like one 
another. But that’s no excuse to drag everybody 
down by scrawling hateful rhetoric across the 
borough. 

Lawmakers, the NYPD and the courts need 
to make a statement and impose harsher penal-
ties for those charged with these hateful crimes. 
Perhaps if there were stricter punishments for 
committing these acts, fewer people would be in-
clined to engage in these atrocities. 

Queens welcomes people from all over the 
world, but there is no room for anyone spewing 
hate in the nation’s most ethnically diverse coun-
ty. The World’s Borough is gearing up for a long 
fight to protect the rights of all our neighbors re-
gardless of race, religion or gender. What better 
place to defeat hate than right here in Queens.
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READERS WRITE

Happy anniversary to the Long Island Rail Road
Let us all wish a Happy 184th 

anniversary to the Long Island 
Rail Road. 

On April 24, 1834, the LIRR 
was officially chartered by the 
state of New York. In 1900, the 
Pennsylvania Railroad bought 
a controlling interest as part of 
its plan for direct access to Man-
hattan, which began on Sept. 8, 
1910. The Pennsylvania Railroad 
subsidized the LIRR into the late 
1940s. This provided the finan-
cial basis for support of expan-
sion and upgrades to service and 
infrastructure.

At the end of World War II, 
there began a decline of our LIRR 
with a corresponding loss of 
farebox revenues. The Pennsyl-
vania Railroad began to reduce 
financial support as well. This 
played a part in the LIRR go-
ing into receivership in 1949. In 
recognition of the role the LIRR 
played in the economy of both 

Long Island and New York City, 
New York state began providing 
financial assistance to the LIRR 
in the 1950s and 1960s.

The “Line of the Dashing 
Dan” was officially chartered 
on April 24, 1965 by the state. 
Prior to 1965, the LIRR derived 
almost 100 percent of its funding 
for both capital and operating 
expenses from fares. Chartered 
by the state Legislature in 1965 
as the Metropolitan Commuter 
Transportation Authority, it was 
created to purchase and operate 
the bankrupt LIRR. 

In 1966, New York state 
bought the railroad’s controlling 
stock from the Pennsylvania Rail 
Road and put it under the newly 
formed Metropolitan Commuter 
Transportation Authority.  The 
MCTA changed its name to the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority in 1968 when it took 
over operations of the New York 

City Transit Authority.
With MTA subsidies, the 

LIRR modernized further and 
grew into the busiest commuter 
railroad in the United States. 
Over the past 50 years, several 
billion dollars in combined 
county, city, state and federal 
taxpayer-generated dollars have 
subsidized both the capital and 
operating costs for the LIRR. 

Riders must remember that 
fare hikes are periodically re-
quired if the MTA is to provide 
the services millions of New 
Yorkers use daily. They are inev-
itable due to inflation, along with 
increasing costs of labor, power, 
fuel, supplies, materials, rou-
tine safety, state of good repair, 
replacement of worn out rolling 
stock, upgrades to stations, yards 
and shops along with system ex-
pansion projects necessary to 
run any transit system.

Half-hour weekly and week-

end service on the Port Washing-
ton LIRR branch proves why it 
pays for my wife and me, along 
with many of our neighbors, to 
live in Great Neck and northeast 
Queens. It is easier seven days a 
week to attend Met games, other 
Citi Field events, the US Open 
at Arthur Ashe Stadium, Flush-
ing Meadows Park, Queens 
Zoo, Madison Square Garden 
activities and Broadway shows 
on a regular basis. Those of us 
in the know already had moved 
to communities adjacent to the 
Long Island Rail Road’s Port 
Washington branch stations 
years or even decades ago. The 
Little Neck, Douglaston, Bayside 
and Auburndale school district 
in Queens is ranked among the 
best in the Metropolitan New 
York area. We have great air 
quality along with a low crime 
rate, abundant parks, libraries, 
shopping, entertainment, movie 

theaters, hospitals and medical 
facilities.

Riders on the Port Washing-
ton branch have far more abun-
dant seating and a quick 30-min-
ute-or-less trip into Penn Station 
without having to change at 
Jamaica as LIRR commuters 
on other branches may do. Port 
Washington branch riders miss 
most service disruptions. 

In the end, the quality and fre-
quency of service are dependent 
upon secure revenue streams. 
We all have to contribute — be 
it at the fare box or tax revenues 
generated by different levels of 
government redistributed back 
to the MTA.

TANSTAFFL or “There 
Ain’t No Such Thing As A Free 
Lunch,” or in this case, a free 
ride

 
Larry Penner

Great Neck

What loyalty really means
Loyalty. Everyone probably 

understands the meaning of 
this word.

However, at this particular 
moment in American history, 
I think it is time to ask what 
it means to the person who is 
our current president.

Loyal to himself only? Or 
to members of his family? 
Or to his political party? Or 
to the oath he took when he 
was sworn into the Office 
of President of the United 
States?

The ancient Romans had a 

saying: “Not by your words, 
but by your deeds shall you be 
known.”

Think it over, slowly, be-
tween now and next November.

James Cohn
Douglaston

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer 
than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters 
must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anony-
mously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received 
by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be 
republished in any format.

Trump’s travel ban doesn’t make him anti-immigrant
I would like to respond to 

your reporter’s article concern-
ing the president’s travel ban.

In this article, the reporter 
quotes Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman as saying that the 
president’s ban is discrimina-
tory and undermines the state’s 
residents and businesses. He re-
ports a coalition of 17 attorneys 
general have filed a brief oppos-
ing this ban. I find the statement 
in this article completely inaccu-
rate as targeting the president as 
biased against Muslims.

For some years, there have 
been a series of violent attacks 
from probably a small minor-
ity within certain Muslim 
countries. The president does 

not include in this ban the most 
populist Muslim countries such 
as Indonesia, Algeria and Egypt. 
Hence, it is not a Muslim ban.  

More to the point, there have 
been a long series of jihadist at-
tacks not only involving our 
country, but a number of Euro-
pean countries. A Jewish wom-
an in France was set on fire and 
stabbed by Muslim jihadists. 
Let me state that I am fully con-
vinced that most Muslim people 
are law-abiding citizens, except 
for a small minority in their so-
cieties who engage in these at-
tacks.

I must state I recently had an 
email from a Christian woman 
in Pakistan who stated that she 

had been praying for the election 
of President Trump. For better 
or for worse, Christians are in 
a state of persecution in many 
countries.

Most recently in Palm Beach, 
there was a stabbing and ho-
micide by a Muslim jihadist. 
Personally, I entertain no hate 
or prejudice to the Muslim com-
munity, who God significantly 
loves, values and cherishes. The 
president’s ban is a response on 
the ground of national security 
to protect American lives.

The article by your reporter 
ignores these attacks, which have 
consistently occurred over many 
years. In the face of this violence 
brought about by a thin minority 

in the present world, the presi-
dent has no choice but to impose 
this ban on a practical basis.  

Attorney General Schneider-
man filed a suit in federal court 
to block the citizenship question 
for the 2020 Census. The purpose 
of this question is to determine 
the number of people illegally 
here in the United States. The 
president is concerned with ille-
gal citizens who take jobs away 
from the most vulnerable per-
sons in our society — including 
black and Latino residents — for 
low wages and no benefits.

The president’s actions to-
ward persons here illegally 
here does not make him anti-
immigrant, but anti-illegal-im-

migrant, and makes him a per-
son who cares about the needy 
who reside in our country. Both 
of these lawsuits against Presi-
dent Trump brought about by 
the state attorney general of New 
York miss the point of the travel 
ban and citizenship question.

That point is the president 
cares about the lives of the 
American people and cares 
about the employment that they 
so desperately need. These pov-
erty-stricken legal residents may 
be forced to join the army and 
then die in the battlefields of the 
Middle East.  

Andrew Schatkin
Bayside
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Babies haven’t changed 
much in about a million 
years. 

But how we view them, 
what we expect of them, and 
how we raise them is chang-
ing all the time and, in the 
process, changing us, says 
Janet Golden, a professor of 
history at Rutgers University 
and author of the new book, 
“Babies Made Us Modern: 
How Infants Brought Ameri-
ca into the 20th Century.”

At the dawn of the 1900s, 
infant mortality was still so 
common that photographers 
routinely took pictures of ba-
bies in their coffins — eyes 
open — as a keepsake for the 
parents. It was only as mor-
tality rates fell (and Kodak’s 
Brownie camera brought 
photography to the masses) 
that another kind of picture 
became popular: snapshots 
of babies very much alive, 
even giggly.  

This was such a new no-

tion that Kodak actually had 
to tell parents: “It makes 
no difference how often the 
baby goes to the photogra-
pher... the record of his days 
is incomplete unless there 
are home pictures to supple-
ment the more formal studio 
photographs.” 

And that, my friends, is 
the first dawning of our Fa-
cebook culture. You’ll find it 
in baby books — diaries for 
moms to fill in with baby’s 
first word, first tooth, etc. 
— which started including 
a page where parents were 
told to paste a baby photo. 

These baby books proved 
a treasure trove for Golden, 
who pored over hundreds 
of them (strangely enough, 
collected by one obsessed 
librarian at UCLA) to see 
what parents considered 
good childrearing.

“I really didn’t know what 
I was going to find,” Golden 
said in a phone interview. 
“But the thing that jumped 
out at me was that they used 
to have places where you 
wrote down, ‘Baby’s first ac-
cident.’ ”

One such book from Red 
Bud, Ill., recorded the early 
life of a boy named Charlie 
Flood, born in 1914. At four 
months old, he suffered a 

burn to his face. Four months 
later he pulled off part of his 
tongue with a button hook – 
a common device in the days 
before zippers. By toddler-
hood, he’d gotten a nail in 
his foot and later glass in his 
hand from holding a bottle 
while he fell. 

“Charlie’s mother duti-
fully recorded each acci-
dent... and he was hardly 
the only infant to have his 
calamities written down,” 
writes Golden. “Babies fell 
down stairs, off porches, and 
out of high chairs and cribs. 
Some baby books even had 
places designed for writing 
down ‘First Tumble.’ ”

Today, of course, babies 
still take tumbles, “But the 
standard of parental ex-
pectations have changed,” 
Golden says. Accidents have 
gone from an ordinary part 
of childhood to something 
almost too shameful to ad-
mit. “And the same thing 
happened with discipline,” 
says Golden. Some of the 
baby books have a page for 
“Baby’s First Discipline,” 
with moms filling in, “I 
spanked baby for ________.” 
You wouldn’t find a page like 
that today.

In fact, you wouldn’t find 
a lot of the practices consid-

ered prudent 100 years ago. 
The U.S. Children’s Bureau, 
a department of the govern-
ment roughly akin to the 
Dept. of Agriculture in that 
it instructed Americans on 
how to raise a healthy crop (of 
kids), published pamphlets 
giving parents all sorts of 
“good” advice including:

“Don’t kiss babies. Let 
them cry. Make sure they 
get a healthy tan. Don’t give 
them pacifiers. Don’t get 
them in the habit of being 
held,” Golden synopsizes. 
Some of these strange-sound-
ing tips made sense back 
then. Kissing spread germs 
which, before antibiotics, 
could have proven deadly. It 
was an era of tuberculosis, 
too. If crying possibly made 
lungs stronger, let those ba-
bies wail! And a tan? Before 
industry started adding Vi-
tamin D to foods, kids got 
the bone-softening ailment 
called rickets. Sunshine pre-
vented it. 

In that era, too, moms rou-
tinely started toilet training 
their babies before age one, 
sometimes as early as two 
months. Why? No washing 
machines! How many dirty 
diapers did anyone want to 
scrub against a washboard? 
I’d have hurried up and 

trained my kids, too.
Parental norms really 

started changing after World 
War II. Not only were there 
more home conveniences, 
this was also a more per-
missive era. Instead of rigid 
rules, parents turned to Dr. 
Spock, who famously told 
moms, “You know more than 
you think you do” — so just 
trust your gut. No need for 
a feeding schedule or any-
thing like that.

But as loosey-goosey as 
the parenting style became, 
the standards of safety kept 
going up. The more babies 
that survived, the more 
Americans began to believe 
they could — and must — 
obliterate any childhood ad-
versity.

Which brings us to today: 
the safest times in human 
history, when parents are 
nonetheless encouraged to 
buy things like devices that 
can monitor their babies’ 
heart rate every single sec-
ond, as if they’re in constant 
peril. As safety has reached 
a new level, so has fear.

It doesn’t get more mod-
ern than that. 

Lenore Skenazy is the 
president of Let Grow and 

founder of Free-Range Kids.

Remember the fi rst time we spanked our kid?
COLUMNS

Nowhere is it mentioned 
in the U.S. Constitution that 
the State of the Union has to 
be a verbal statement or that 
the president has to give a 
speech before members of 
Congress.

All of the State of the 
Union documents were 
written documents sent to 
Congress, up to the time of 
President Woodrow Wilson 
(1913-1921). He began giving 
speeches outlining the State 

of the Union to both Houses 
of Congress. From that time 
on, the State of the Union 
messages were speeches giv-
en by the president to Con-
gress. In addition to both 
houses of our legislature 
being present, members of 
the Supreme Court and also 
members of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff were invited to hear 
the address, and most of 
them attended.

It is probably the best op-
portunity the president has 
for listing his accomplish-
ments and for outlining his 
goals for the future. The 
State of the Union was set to 
be given every year around 
the end of January. This pre-
sentation is one of the most 
important political speech-

es that is given during any 
term of office. 

Local Focus

Looking at the statewide 
races this year, it seems 
there will be a Democratic 
primary for the governor-
ship, with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo being challenged by 
actress and activist Cynthia 
Nixon. The main things in 
Cuomo’s favor are that he is 
the incumbent governor and 
he has around $30 million 
in his campaign fund. He 
also will have the endorse-
ment of the Democratic State 
Committee. He is expected 
to also have endorsements 
from most of the incumbent 
Democratic elected officials, 

as well as most of the new 
Democratic candidates run-
ning for the first time for 
office. 

There will be national 
attention focused on this 
race, since Gov. Cuomo is 
rumored to be a presidential 
candidate in 2020. However, 
if he should lose the primary 
to Nixon, it will be the end of 
his presidential aspirations 
for the time being. Nixon 
is now considered a serious 
candidate, from the stand-
point that she has received 
the Working Families Party 
endorsement. In all of poli-
tics, the factor most consid-
ered is how much money the 
candidate has and how much 
he or she can spend. It may 
well depend upon how much 

money Cynthia Nixon can 
raise. Much of her efforts 
in the next few months will 
have to be fund-raising ac-
tivities.

Cuomo’s record has been 
established during the years 
he has spent as governor. He 
will have to defend that re-
cord. Nixon will be challeng-
ing his actions and bringing 
in her own ideas as to what 
must be done in the future. 
Both candidates will be 
campaigning long and hard 
as they try to gain the nomi-
nation as the Democratic 
candidate for New York state 
governor. This forthcom-
ing primary election will 
be long and interesting. We 
hope it will produce the best 
results.

The importance of the State of the Union

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
$7,900BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#8357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY MALIBU
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

125k miles, Stk#34486
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT
$4,995BUY 

FOR:

108k miles, Stk#31719
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD
$11,975BUY 

FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#29208
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M38786
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA CIVIC EX
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

START NOW AT 
MEMORIAL 
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Queens County Savings Bank

2018 Queens Impact Awards Honorees
congratulates the

Together we continue to be committed to 
the people and businesses of our community!
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The TimesLedger 
Newspapers, a subsid-
iary of the Community 
News Group, is again 
recognizing the people 
in Queens who make a 
difference behind the 
scenes. 

These are the bor-
ough’s unsung heroes 
who volunteer and work 
outside the public eye, 
rescuing vulnerable 
residents and inspiring 
youngsters to reach for 
the gold ring against 
sometimes formidable 
odds.

All of our honorees 
share a remarkable mo-
tivation to help others. 

One is a nun who 
has dedicated her life to 
education. Another is a 
woman who helped cre-
ate a Girl Scout Troop 
exclusively for home-
less girls, the first of its 
kind across the nation. 
Then there is a Whites-

tone resident who has 
tapped into her passion 
for environmentalism to 
help seniors and young 
people in Queens.

Still, others include a 
doctor who has dedicat-
ed his time to making 
sure young adults with 
HIV get the care and 
education they deserve, 
a former addict who is 
working to help others 
beat addiction and find 
their way, and an Army 
veteran who is teaching 
coding and professional 
skills to students look-
ing to improve in the 
field of technology.

We have chosen 26 
people to receive our 
fifth annual Queens 
Impact Awards. There 
were many hard choic-
es. We had nominations 
from across the bor-
ough and we were again 
struck by the selfless-
ness shown by so many 

members of the Queens 
community who extend 
themselves year after 
year. 

The nominees were 
drawn from a humbling 
list of donors: a Paki-
stani immigrant who 
lost a child in a drown-
ing incident and became 
an advocate for keeping 
children safe in the wa-
ter, a development re-
cruiter who wanted to 
ensure that applicants 
for a project in Far 
Rockaway were hired 
from the community, 
a thrift store assistant 
manager whose moti-
vation and honesty led 
to the return of nearly 
$40,000 to a grieving 
family.

There is also a re-
tired home-care con-
tract manager who used 
his spare time to give 
back to his community, 
a doctor who led an ini-

tiative that recognized 
mental health issues in 
the medical profession 
during her college days, 
and a 10-year-old fourth-
grader who organized a 
local coat drive for the 
second straight year.

And then there are 
those who help bolster 
the World’s Borough 
through initiatives to 
showcase the local busi-
nesses.

We have once again 
been reminded why 
we decided to hold this 
event: to acknowledge 
the people who have 
made Queens a kinder 
and better place to live. 
And there are many 
others who donate their 
time and talent, waiting 
in the wings to be iden-
tified.

We have profiled all 
of this year’s Impact 
winners. Here are their 
stories. 
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A lifelong resident of 
Queens, City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) was first 
elected to the New York 
City Council on Nov. 3, 
2009. First re-elected in 
2013, he was overwhelm-
ingly elected to a third 
four-year term on Nov. 
7, 2017.

Now serving as dep-
uty leader of the City 
Council, Van Bramer 
was also reappointed to 
chair the Council’s Cul-
tural Affairs, Librar-
ies and International 
Intergroup Relations 
Committee. As head of 
the committee, he has 
oversight of more than 
200 libraries and thou-
sands of cultural orga-
nizations, institutions 
and programs through-
out New York City. Van 
Bramer has led this 
committee for his entire 
tenure in the  City Coun-
cil. During this time he 

has fought hard to se-
cure over $1 billion for 
the city’s libraries and 
the arts.

He served as the 
Democratic majority 
leader of the City Coun-
cil during his second 
term in office beginning 
in January 2014 and oc-
cupied that role until 
the end of the 2017 Coun-
cil session.

Van Bramer has ob-
tained hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars for parks 
and public housing 
while in the Council. 
These projects include 
the new Hunters Point 
South Park, the rebuild-
ing of the Queensbridge 
Park seawall and new 
roofs on every building 
in Queensbridge Hous-
es.

From 2009 to 2017, 
Van Bramer’s office 
helped over 27,000 con-
stituents with a wide 
variety of issues, includ-

ing illegal drag racing, 
graffiti on private prop-
erties, the cleanliness 
of residential streets, 
necessary traffic safety 
improvements, immi-

g r at ion /d ep or t at ion 
cases, social services 
and general quality-of-
life complaints.

During his time in 
office, Van Bramer has 

aggressively tackled 
overcrowding at neigh-
borhood schools. As 
a councilman, he has 
played a pivotal role in 
bringing 14 new schools 
to the district — includ-
ing PS 361, which opened 
in September 2015 and 
is the first new elemen-
tary school in Woodside 
in more than 60 years. 
The addition of these 
new schools will provide 
over 5,000 seats and rep-
resent an investment of 
more than $1 billion for 
neighborhood children 
in Astoria, Long Island 
City, Sunnyside, and 
Woodside.

Van Bramer is the son 
of two retired union mem-
bers. While growing up 
in Astoria, he sometimes 
followed his stepfather, a 
public-school custodian, 
to work as he watched 
him polish classroom 
floors and scrub desks so 
that children and teach-

ers could have a clean 
learning space. 

Van Bramer is proud 
to have been educated in 
Queens’ public schools. 
He graduated from PS 
70, JHS 10, and William 
Cullen Bryant High 
School. He then worked 
his way through St. 
John’s University. 

Van Bramer cur-
rently lives in Sunny-
side Gardens with his 
husband Dan Hendrick, 
who produced and wrote 
the critically acclaimed 
documentary film “Sav-
ing Jamaica Bay.” The 
two were married on 
July 28, 2012 with Van 
Bramer becoming the 
first openly gay elected 
official to get married in 
the borough of Queens.

Van Bramer an-
nounced he plans to 
run for Queens borough 
president in 2021. 

— Bill Parry

Jimmy Van Bramer

JIMMY VAN BRAMER
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Find us on  
Facebook & Twitter

Your child deserves a very special summer!

Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
131 Brookville Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545

516-626-1100

GREAT 
PROGRAMS 

STILL 
AVAILABLE

CONGRATULATES THE WINNERS OF  

THE QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

Thank you for  
all your tremendous contributions  
to the great borough of Queens
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At just 28 years old, 
Payal Aggarwal has 
dedicated most of her life 
to volunteer work and 
medicine. 

Aggarwal, who grew 
up in Kew Gardens, 
earned her doctor of os-
teopathic medicine de-
gree from Touro College 
of Osteopathic Medicine 
in 2015 and shortly after, 
began her residency at 
Brooklyn Hospital in pe-
diatrics, where she plans 
to become a pediatric on-
cologist.

Aggarwal said she 
first wanted to become 
a doctor at the age of 6, 
when her grandfather 
was diagnosed with can-
cer. He was being treated 
at Manhattan’s Memorial 
Sloan Kettering and that 
was where she was first 

introduced to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

“I began volunteering 
for ACS,” she said, “doing 
the breast cancer walk, 
fund-raising. When I was 
in eighth grade, I under-
stood what ACS actually 
did for patients and their 
role and then I knew I 
would become an oncolo-
gist. I just didn’t know if 
I would work with adults 
or children.”

That changed when 
she began volunteering 
at Happy Days Summer 
Camp in South Carolina 
for children affected by 
cancer.

“It was just a wonder-
ful experience,” she said. 
“Being able to interact 
with kids who were get-
ting active chemotherapy 
or who had gotten it pre-

viously, I realized I liked 
working with kids.” 

Her decision to be-
come a pediatric oncolo-
gist was solidified dur-
ing her clinical rotations 
in medical school when 
she would work in the 
pediatric surgery de-
partment. 

“I realized I was best 
working with kids — I 
just knew,” she said. 

In 2015, Aggarwal 
was the student body 
vice president at Touro 
College and with the help 
of fellow students, she 
led an initiative that rec-
ognized mental health 
issues in the medical 
profession called “OMS 
Day of Wellness.”

“We all agreed men-
tal health awareness was 
lacking in the medical 

profession, especially 
with med students,” she 
said. “The task force’s 
mission was to raise 
mental health awareness 
and provide students 
with more information  
and coping strategies. As 
a resident it can some-
times feel like you’re in 
a pressure cooker, there 
is so much pressure be-
cause you’re technically 
at the bottom of the to-
tem pole. It’s residents, 
senior residents, then at 
the top is attending phy-
sicians. It can be a lot to 
handle.”

The day was celebrat-
ed in 30 osteopathic med-
ical schools throughout 
the country and gave stu-
dents a forum to discuss 
their stressful experi-
ences and learn coping 

strategies. 
Aggarwal said she 

is interested in start-
ing a wellness project 
on a national level to 
help residents, but in the 

meantime she is loving 
working with children 
and getting closer to her 
goal. 

— Gina Martinez

Payal Aggarwal
Medical resident with Kew Gardens ties relishes opportunity
to work with young patients suffering from pediatric cancer

PAYAL AGGARWAL

Barbara Bell’s long 
and difficult road from ad-
diction to healing can be 
measured in baby steps. 

After years of pain 
and suffering, a strong, 
empowered woman has 
emerged, one who has 
found her calling: help-
ing others beat addiction 
and find their way. The 
Far Rockaway resident 
has made a real differ-
ence in her community 
and beyond as a trained 
recovery coach.

A dark past shaped 
who this Queens Im-
pact Awards honoree 
would become. Bell has 
embraced the valuable 
lessons she learned the 
hard way and moved on. 
As her demons faded, she 
found clarity, strength 
and a strong commit-

ment to staying the 
course. These days, she 
remains positive and is 
keeping the faith.

Born and raised in Ja-
maica, Bell remembers 
a good, family-oriented 
childhood. Young Barba-
ra was a churchgoer who 
went to dance school and 
belonged to a Brownie 
troop.

But in her teens, a life 
of partying led to an un-
expected pregnancy. She 
dropped out of school and 
became a struggling sin-
gle mom in the early ‘80s. 
A cocaine habit evolved 
into a crack addiction and 
eventually Bell found her-
self behind bars. Between 
crises, she was homeless.

After being released 
from prison in 2000, she 
knew it was time to turn 

her life around, so she en-
tered various drug rehab 
programs. In 2001, during 
her fourth recovery pro-
gram, she finally achieved 
her goal of sobriety, which 
she has since maintained.

In 2010, life threw 
her another curve when 
she was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis. Leav-
ing her job as a recovery 
coach in 2013, Bell took 
time off to focus on her 
health before starting a 
new chapter.

She recently gradu-
ated from a city program 
that connects unem-
ployed or underemployed 
New Yorkers in recovery 
to full-time positions 
as peer advocates with 
NYC Health + Hospitals 
facilities. SBS Certified 
Recovery Peer Advocate 

Training Program grad-
uates can support, guide, 
and motivate those who 
are seeking or sustain-
ing recovery from sub-
stance abuse.

Thanks to the pro-
gram, Bell was able to 
reach out to others with 
shared experience and 
work toward the same 
goals. She credits the pro-
gram with helping her 
become a better person 
and after four-plus years 
out of the workforce has 
accepted an offer for a 
position in an emergency 
department.

She sees this as an op-
portunity to follow her 
passion in a meaningful 
way.

“I am excited about 
this position and new 
journey as a CRPA, not as 
a counselor, but helping 
someone as a peer,” she 
said. “I know what it is to 
feel rejected and not loved 
and wanting to give up.”

Everyone has a cross 
to bear, but the trick is 
to keep moving forward 
and never look back.

— Tammy Scileppi

Barbara Bell
Former Far Rockaway addict uses her past
to guide others through their addictions

BARBARA BELL
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One year ago, Giselle 
Burgess, 33, became 
something of a national 
figure after she helped 
create Girl Scout Troop 
6000, the first unit in 
the nation exclusively 
for homeless girls. As a 
community engagement 
specialist for the Girl 
Scouts of Greater New 
York and a single mother 
of five, Burgess and her 
family became homeless 
when the apartment they 
rented in Flushing was 
sold to make way for a 
condominium.

The family entered 
the homeless system 
and ended up living in a 
single room at the Sleep 
Inn Hotel in Long Island 
City, which had been 
converted into a shelter 
for nearly 100 families. 
Burgess began to think 
a Girl Scout troop could 

help build a feeling of 
community for the girls 
at the shelter. At the same 
time, City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer was 
having Thanksgiving 
dinner with the women 
of Pam’s Place, a shelter 
in nearby Dutch Kills. 
As dinner was served by 
a Girl Scout troop from 
Sunnyside, Van Bramer 
began to dream of a troop 
for homeless girls. 

When the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Servic-
es hosted a roundtable 
with Girl Scout leader-
ship and the recreation 
directors from 10 shel-
ters citywide, Burgess 
was put in charge of the 
effort at the Sleep Inn 
Hotel.

“The idea for a troop 
for homeless girls had 
never come up before, 
so it was a process and 

DHS has helped me in 
every possible way,” 
Burgess said. Last year, 
the de Blasio administra-
tion, noting the success 
of Troop 6000, invested 
more than $1 million to 
expand the program to 
other shelters citywide 
and he placed Burgess 
in charge of that effort. 
As of April, the expan-
sion included 14 different 
shelters with nearly 300 
girls as members.

“The older ones help 
the younger ones with 
motivation and courage. 
They start to feel like 
they are no longer alone 
and that’s empowering,” 
Burgess said. “But this 
program is also for the 
women of the shelter. 
It gives them a place to 
feel empowered through 
their otherwise stress-
ful lives. Several moth-

ers are training for 
leadership roles, includ-
ing one that has a son. 
She doesn’t even have a 
daughter and she wanted 
to be a part of this. It’s an 
awesome feeling.”

Burgess, who was 
raised in Woodside, was 
able to move her family 
into a one-family home 
in Ozone Park last sum-
mer.

“The kids are over the 
moon because they each 
have their own spaces 
and there’s a backyard, 
too,” Burgess said. I’m 
totally blessed.”

 In January, Burgess 
was spotlighted for her 
work on TV’s “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live,” where 
she was given a check for 
$50,000 to help with the 
expansion. The check 
was presented by two of 
her daughters, who re-
main members of Troop 
6000, which sold more 
than 32,000 boxes of Girl 
Scout cookies in just six 
days.

With the girls living 
in shelters it was too dif-
ficult to work out deliv-
ery logistics so they set 

up  a shop at a Kellogg’s 
cafe in Union Square

 “That was something 
they wanted to do since 
the moment we formed 
last year,” Burgess said. 

“Well, they got their 
chance and they totally 
owned it. They were like 
little cookie bosses.”

— Bill Parry

Giselle Burgess
Mom pushed for homeless Girl Scout troop 

GISELLE BURGESS
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Ridgewood native 
Carmin Caterina has 
been a champion of em-
powering young women 
in the borough for years, 
working with girls in the 
school system through 
her organization, Les-
sons for my Daughters.

Caterina, a speech 
language pathologist, 
has worked with inner-
city children in the pub-
lic school system and 
was inspired to start the 
organization after spend-
ing a year home-school-
ing her two daughters. 

“I had a conversation 
with a friend of mine, 
who asked ‘Why don’t 

you make some videos 
about the lessons you 
would leave your own 
daughters?’ and really 
in that conversation, 
Lesson for my Daugh-
ters was born,” Caterina 
said. “I didn’t make any 
videos, but I started 
writing about all the 
things I had learned up 
until that point and the 
things that had taken me 
so long to learn — really 
just powerful, univer-
sal truths about life. We 
spend so much money 
on self-development, but 
why isn’t this part of the 
regular curriculum in 
addition to the academ-

ics? The part about just 
being human and being 
happy, having empathy 
and compassion.”

Caterina teaches the 
girls in her program men-
tal habits for keeping a 
positive mindset and has 
been running Lessons for 
my Daughters since 2015. 
The organization is gain-
ing traction with elected 
officials who have been 
supportive.

She recently started a 
partnership with Ridge-
wood Savings Bank 
with the ultimate goal 
of bringing the benefits 
of her program to the 
community she grew up 
in, particularly Grover 
Cleveland High School.

Ridgewood Savings 
has been an active sup-
porter of Lessons for my 
Daughters, helping it re-
main a free service for 
schools that lack fund-
ing to pay for empower-
ment programs.

“Across the board, all 
the girls have the same 
sort of needs that are 
universal and also needs 
that are new because of 
social media,” Caterina 

said. “So the program re-
ally focuses on self-con-
fidence and self-esteem, 
but also a lot about mind-

set and giving girls the 
tools they need to live a 
happy life: positive deci-
sion-making, self-care, 

things that we don’t re-
ally talk about.”

Caterina’s program 
is unlike any other, she 
said, because it teaches 
girls to think for them-
selves and give them 
concrete tools to navi-
gate their adolescence 
and the anxieties that go 
along with it.

Students keep a work 
log as they go through 
the program, which Ca-
terina encourages them 
to refer back to in times 
of duress.

“There’s a lot of re-
search on how social/
emotional learning is 
tied to so many other 
things besides just hap-
piness, but also academ-
ics and whether or not 
they’ll graduate or turn 
to drugs or engage in 
self-harm,” Caterina 
said. 

While the program 
mostly operates out 
of Grover Cleveland, 
Caterina is working 
with other schools to 
expand Lessons for my 
Daughters.

— Mark Hallum

Brianna Ferranti is being 
honored for the difference the 
toy drives she organizes have 
made for underprivileged chil-
dren in her Howard Beach 
community.

The 25-year-old pre-K teach-
er set the gears in motion to 
collect toys for distribution at 
food pantries and hospitals af-
ter seeing news stories about 
the struggles of low-income 
families and enlisted the help 
of her neighbors to bring joy 
to the borough’s youth during 
the winter holiday season and 
Easter.

Ferranti explained how a 
simple idea snowballed into 
a much bigger initiative with 
widespread support.

“I started getting the kids 
from the neighborhood to help 
me and saw the positive reac-
tion I was getting. It was mak-
ing the kids happy and fami-
lies were getting involved. It 
just started becoming a com-

munity-wide effort,” Ferranti 
said.

Ferranti does not act alone. 
She enlists the help of family 
and friends in her endeavor 
and works out of her home. 
During her November “Acts 
of Kindness” toy drive, Fer-
ranti collected up to 300 toys 
for Cohen Children’s Medical 
Center in New Hyde Park and 
St. Mary’s Hospital for Chil-
dren in Bayside, which were 
distributed by hospital staff to 
children in the hospital.

In the weeks leading up to 
Easter, Ferranti collected 160 
baskets with toys, especially 
clothes, stuffed animals, Eas-
ter candy and plastic eggs, 
which were wrapped and dis-
tributed throughout the How-
ard Beach area at food pan-
tries like the River Fund in 
Ozone Park.

“I try to stay in the Queens 
area. I want to help the com-
munity, but eventually I will 

branch out,” Ferranti said.
Ferranti issues her own 

newsletter to parents at the 
school where she works to 
drive engagement with fami-
lies in the area and started 
a Facebook page for “Acts of 
Kindness.”

Ferranti is currently going 
to school for a degree in speech 
pathology at Queens College, 
but between her classes and her 
full-time job as a teacher at Our 
Lady of Grace Catholic Acad-
emy, she plans to keep the mo-
mentum going to bring smiles to 
children in her community and 
eventually across the city.

“I plan to make this into a 
big non-profit organization,” 
Ferranti said. “I can’t imagine 
getting any bigger right now, 
because I’m so young and I’m 
doing it by myself, but the plan 
is to get more people involved 
and on my side.”

— Mark Hallum

Brianna Ferranti
Howard Beach pathologist collects toys for needy

BRIANNA FERRANTI

Carmin 
Caterina

Speech therapist helps out girls

CARMIN CATERINA
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It’s wonderful to see
your hard work is not unnoticed

and
is appreciated by the community.

You make us all very proud!

Maureen, 
Congratulations on this great achievement.
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Henry Foster, a re-
tired home-care con-
tract manager for the 
city of New York, is a 
lifelong tenant and com-
munity organizer. 

For 30 years, the St. 
Albans resident used his 
spare time to give back 
to his community and 
to help those in Long 
Island City, the Bronx 
and Coney Island do the 
same for theirs.

In Queens, he has 
been a major force at 
Kiwanis International, 
the 198th Street Block 
Association, the Hollis 
Avenue Merchants As-
sociation and the Hollis 
Local Development Cor-
poration, to name a few.

As a member of the 
East Elmhurst branch 
of Kiwanis, an inter-
national service club, 

Foster helped provide 
Christmas baskets for 
families in the shelter 
system there.

His family includes 
Claudette Foster, his 
wife of 32 years, six chil-
dren 14 grand kids and 
one great-grandchild.

Over the years he has 
involved his family in 
community service. 

“I want them to learn 
to contribute back [to 
the community],” said 
Foster.

When it came to 
guiding kids outside his 
family to participate in 
community service, Fos-
ter looked to the work of 
former state Sen. (1975-
1982) and U.S. Rep Major 
Owens (D-Brooklyn) as 
an example.

“How he organized 
things and his foresight 
in developing programs 

to educate young people 
was an inspiration,” 
said Foster. “He always 
saw young people as as-
sets to the community.”

One of Foster’s ways 
of helping youth was his 
work with the 198th Street 
Block Association, where 
the 69-year-old sponsored 
Little League baseball 
teams in Cambria Heights 
and St. Albans. 

The 198th Street 
Block Association also 
sponsored the Flushing 
Meadow Soap Box Derby, 
an event which Foster 
has been the director of 
for 17 years. Throughout 
the years, the local race 
has sent representatives 
to the national youth 
car-racing event.

As a member of the 
Hollis Local Develop-
ment Corp., he has 
helped send several stu-

dents to colleges with 
the group’s scholarship 
program. 

To support the mer-
chants in the nearby 
town of Hollis, Foster 
created the Hollis Mer-
chants Association and 
has sponsored clean-up 
programs along the Hol-
lis Avenue corridor. 

Foster has also has 
had an impact on schools 
in the borough. 

At Vaughn College 
in East Elmhurst, he 
collaborated with the 
higher institution and 
shared his adminis-
trative skills with the 
school to develop a 
STEM program he also 
sponsored.

Foster is also a highly 
respected officer at the 
Antioch Baptist Church 
in Flushing and con-
ducts the Bible School 

program in the summer 
and the after-school tu-
torial programs, too.

“Community service 
is very important to 
me,” Foster said. “Prac-
tically my whole life I 
have been involved in 

community service. It 
helps to build up the 
community and galva-
nize the young people 
and makes sure that 
they too give back.” 

— Naeisha Rose

Henry Foster
St. Albans manager still gives back after his retirement

HENRY FOSTER

Titan Theatre co-founders 
Lenny Banovez and Laura Frye 
have had another busy, exciting 
season of dynamic performanc-
es at Queens Theatre. 

Their award-winning com-
pany in residence returned in 
October with “Richard III,” fol-
lowed by “A Christmas Carol” 
in December and “Medea” in 
February. In April, they took 
on Shakespeare’s spirited, 
sparring duo in “Much Ado 
About Nothing.”

Aside from enriching the 
borough’s cultural landscape 
with amazing plays, Titan has 
been giving back to local com-
munities in other ways, such 
as teaching drama at public 
schools and Queens Library 
branches. 

The husband-and-wife 
team’s favorite part is knowing 
that they’re bringing a high 
level of theater to Queens and 
letting residents know they 
don’t need to travel to Manhat-

tan or Brooklyn and spend a 
fortune to enjoy high-quality 
work.  They have a theater 
company right in their back-
yard that has chosen to make 
Queens their No. 1 priority. 

“We started here nine 
years ago, and as we look at 
our 10th anniversary season 
for Titan Theatre Company... 
we have no plans to leave. We 
believe in our community and 
love our home. We have always 
said, ‘We have to support our 
community, because we expect 
them to support us.’ So that is 
exactly what we have done,” 
said Banovez. 

He ticked off a list: Four 
Main Stage shows, a free read-
ing series in partnership with 
Queens Library and working 
closely with City Council and 
Assembly members to bring 
programming to neighbor-
hoods.

“It may be 10 years, but 
we feel we are just getting 

started,” Banovez said. The 
team finds great rewards in 
facing down the challenges of 
funding, audience growth and 
operating in the world’s most 
competitive theater city.

“It’s the challenges that 
make it worth the while for 
us,” he said.

The couple met in grad 
school in Ohio. After they 

made the move to New York 
City, they settled first in As-
toria, then Jackson Heights 
and now Sunnyside. They both 
love co-parenting their dog 
Malcolm, “who is very much 
our child or fur baby,” accord-
ing to Banovez. 

Titan’s artistic director, 
who says his wife is “an ab-
solute Disney fanatic” and 

yearly Disney Marathon run-
ner, admits to being “a total 
workaholic.”

The couple revealed that 
they are very low key at home 
in Sunnyside because life in 
the theater can be so hectic. 

“Being in theater you meet 
so many people. We feel like we 
have three families: Our home 
family, our theater family and 
our community family. We 
love all of them dearly, and we 
co-mingle all together as much 
as possible,” said Banovez.

“Sunnyside truly feels like 
a ‘small town in a big city.’ One 
of our favorite things to do is 
walk down Skillman and stop 
in and say hello to everyone 
from Aubergine, to Skillman 
Pets, to our friends at Cool 
Down Juice, and beyond,” he 
said. “It’s like one big extended 
family.” 

— Tammy Scileppi

Lenny Banovez and Laura Frye
Husband-and-wife duo bring the arts to the borough through Queens Theatre productions

LENNY BANOVEZ AND LAURA FRYE
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For Tom Grech, ex-
ecutive director of the 
Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, putting the 
borough on the map 
and demonstrating that 
“Queens has arrived” 
are his main objective.

With new initiatives 
driving membership 
growth and promoting 
commerce by showcas-
ing the talent of busi-
nesses in Queens, the 
chamber under Grech’s 
leadership is paving 
the way toward making 
Queens the place to be in 
years to come.

The chamber recent-
ly held its second annual 
Queens Day at the state 
capitol in Albany.

“It was a real home 
run and a great op-

portunity for Queens 
to shine,” Grech said. 
“I know for sure the 
electeds really like the 
event because we bring 
up restaurants from 
their districts and it’s 
a chance for them to 
show off Queens. The 
reception, was a cross-
section of Democrats 
and Republicans from 
throughout the state 
who came to enjoy the 
food and drink of 47 dif-
ferent food providers.”

Grech took the helm of 
the chamber in the wake 
of the untimely death of 
Jack Friedman in 2015 
and hit the ground run-
ning to bring sweeping 
changes to business in 
the borough.

He spent 25 years 

working in the print and 
publishing industry be-
fore spending five years 
at Castleton Commodi-
ties International Ener-
gy, a Long Island-based 
provider. It was there 
he became involved in 
the chamber as a mem-
ber representing CCI’s 
Queens market.

Grech eventually 
founded an energy sum-
mit sponsored by the 
Queens Chamber in Feb-
ruary, which led to the 
establishment of an en-
ergy committee.

“I think more and 
more the digital world 
will encroach upon the 
chamber like it has ev-
erything else,” Grech 
said. “While we embrace 
the digital technology 

via our communications, 
via our newspapers, 
we’re also going to re-
double our efforts to stay 
relevant to our members 
and add a very nice hu-
man experience to the 
whole mix, making sure 
that we connect the dots 
with our members and 
also the education, advo-
cacy and networking we 
have done since 1911.”

Grech also served as 
adjunct professor of en-
trepreneurship at SUNY-
Farmingdale. He said in 
a 2015 interview with 
TimesLedger that he 
had an interest in inspir-
ing young people and im-
migrants to launch their 
own business ventures, 
which he hoped would 
secure a strong eco-

nomic future for Queens 
communities.

In the three years 
Grech has been at the 
helm of the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce, 
membership of 975 mem-

bers representing about 
50,000 employees has 
increased to about 1,125 
organizations and more 
than 90,000 employees.

– Mark Hallum

Tom Grech
Chamber of Commerce executive director helps put

local businesses on the map throughout the borough

TOM GRECH

While many kids 
spend their free time 
playing hours of video 
games, Gabriel Gonzalez 
of Middle Village spends 
some of his doing stuff 
that most 10-year-olds 
wouldn’t choose to do.

Back in January, the 
compassionate PS/IS 87 
fourth-grader organized 
a local coat drive for the 
second straight year 
with his mother Mati 
Gonzalez. The “Team 
Life Changers” duo were 
surprised with the out-
come . They collected a 
total of 143 coats (they re-
ceived 223 the first year) 
at two drop-off locations: 
his school and Ultimate 
Champions Tae Kwon Do 
in Maspeth. Several bags 
were brought to New 
York Cares, which holds 
an annual coat drive.

So many New York-

ers in need enjoyed a 
warmer winter thanks to 
the team’s efforts. It was 
a teaching moment for 
Mati Gonzalez’s son, who 
has discovered firsthand 
what giving back really 
feels like.

The youngster said it 
all started when he asked 
his mom to buy a coat for 
a 4-year-old boy and girl. 
“My baby brother was 
4, so I wanted to give to 
4-year-olds. I asked my 
grandparents and my 
mom to ask some friends 
to give coats, and my 
mom told me that what I 
was looking to do was a 
coat drive. I just wanted to 
help people in need. After 
a very cold winter day... 
thinking that people, es-
pecially children, didn’t 
have coats made me sad 
and I wanted to help.”

Gabriel described his 

brother as “very funny” 
and “the best gift I’ve ever 
been given,” and added, 
“My mommy gives good 
advice and makes good 
points. She has taught 
me to be a better person 

and is always teaching 
me positive things. And 
my dad teaches me about 
what I like, specifically 
Marvel. He’s taught me to 
love and appreciate com-
ic books. We have a lot 

of fun playing Star Wars 
with our light sabers.”

During this second 
year of the coat drive, the 
team also collected money 
for One Warm Coat, which 
gives two coats for every 
dollar donated, so they 
were able to raise $750, 
which means that 1,500 
people got warm coats. 

“So, in two years, 
we’ve been able to help 
almost 2,000 people. 
That’s almost 2,000 lives 
changed,” said Gabriel. 
“As long as people have 
coats to donate, there will 
be a third coat drive.” 
More coats have already 
been collected.

Neighbors find Gabri-
el’s work very inspiring, 
according to the young-
ster. “My friends think 
it’s cool that they know 
someone that’s been in a 
newspaper and they think 

is famous. I never wanted 
to be famous, I just want-
ed to help. They help by 
donating coats also.”

He says his neighbor-
hood is “special” because 
so many people have sup-
ported the coat drive.

You may have guessed 
that this special kid is a 
good student, as well.

“I enjoy being in class 
and learning,” said Ga-
briel, whose favorite 
subjects are math and 
science. In his free time, 
he likes playing golf and 
practices Tae Kwon Do at 
the Ultimate Champions 
Tae Kwon Do in Maspeth. 
“I’m part of the student 
staff in my school and 
like helping the younger 
kids. I also like to draw 
Marvel characters and 
animals.” 

— Tammy Scileppi

Gabriel Gonzalez
Middle Village fourth-grade student spearheads coat drive for the needy

GABRIEL GONZALEZ
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Congratulations to 

Thomas Grech, James Regan & 
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After graduating 
from Harvard Univer-
sity, Jukay Hsu served 
in the U.S. Army, where 
he commanded a rifle 
platoon in Iraq, earning 
a Bronze Star. He led 
an economic develop-
ment and governance 
initiative in Tikrit and 
founded the first private 
provincial radio station 
with Iraqi reporters. 

After his military 
service, Hsu returned 
to Queens, where he 
was born and raised in 
Flushing, and founded 
C4Q, formerly known as 
Coalition for Queens, a 
volunteer-driven, non-
profit organization based 
in Long Island City. 
C4Q seeks to increase 
economic opportunity 
and transform western 

Queens into a leading 
hub for innovation and 
entrepreneurship, foster-
ing the burgeoning tech 
community.

“C4Q offers computer 
programming training 
that opens career op-
portunities in tech and 
entrepreneurship to our 
talented students, bring-
ing them from poverty to 
middle class in the pro-
cess,” Hsu said.

C4Q’s signature pro-
gram, Access Code, has 
become nationally known 
for teaching coding and 
professional skills to stu-
dents from diverse and 
low-income backgrounds. 
The 10-month program 
prepares individuals for 
software engineering 
jobs at companies such 
as Google, Facebook, 

Kickstarter, Capital One 
and IBM. The program 
lists nearly 500 gradu-
ates in the last five years, 
of whom 60 percent are 
black or Latino and 40 per-
cent are immigrants. The 
students enter earning an 
average of $18,000 a year, 
but upon graduation and 
employment in software 
engineering, they make 
an average of $85,000.

“Right now there are 
tens of thousands of tech 
jobs unfilled,” Hsu said. 
“Tech is already the No. 
2 industry in the city 
with 70,000 high-paying 
jobs that start at $95,000 
a year, all available for 
people with the proper 
skill set. We want Queens 
residents to not only get 
these jobs, but we en-
courage them to start 

their own companies 
right here in Queens.”

C4Q established a 
“jobs-outcome bond” al-
lowing students to attend 
Access Code for free when 
they commit to paying a 
percentage of their post-
graduate salary back to 
the program, generally 
12 percent of their salary 
for three years.

“Jukay is an innovator 
within the Queens com-
munity who works every 
day to help his neighbors 
acquire the skills they 
need to thrive,” U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights), the chair-
man of the House Demo-
cratic Caucus, said. “I’ve 
watched firsthand as 
Jukay has turned his 
vision for C4Q into a re-
ality. His years of hard 

work and dedication has 
led to the creation of one 
of our borough’s most 
impactful organizations. 
I deeply admire Jukay’s 

vision for our city and I 
can’t wait to see what he 
does next.”

— Bill Parry

Jukay Hsu
Flushing-born Army veteran founded volunteer organization
to transform western Queens into a hub for high technology

JUKAY HSU

When Amna Javid 
came to this country from 
Pakistan in 1997 with a 
9-month-old daughter, 
she did not intend to be-
come a community advo-
cate for children’s safety 
in the water.

But when she lost a 
child to a drowning in-
cident, she became a pro-
ponent for change.

The Little Neck resi-
dent was on a camping 
trip with her three little 
girls when her young-
est, Fajr, gave up her 
life vest to another child 
and drowned in a nearby 
body of water. 

The Fajr Memorial 
Foundation was born at 
that moment and since 
then the 2010 tragedy has 
focused on tackling the 
issue of drowning, one 
of the leading causes of 
childhood deaths,  ac-

cording to the CDC, by 
teaching youngsters, 
especially those with a 
Muslim background, to 
swim.

“It was quite a diffi-
cult time in our lives and 
we all decided we needed 
to do something positive 
for society and the com-
munity,” Javid said. “So 
I started this foundation 
in memory of my daugh-
ter and I started teaching 
children and students wa-
ter safety and drowning 
prevention education.”

For the last seven 
years, the Fajr Founda-
tion has been renting a 
swimming pool from the 
Boys Club in Flushing 
and teaches these skills 
using paid teachers as 
well as volunteers to edu-
cate the people of Queens 
on the dangers water 
poses to children.

“I am Muslim and 
when my girls were 
younger, I never found a 
swimming program ap-
propriate for them, be-
cause everywhere they 
had to wear a bikini or 
there was a dress code 
that was not appropriate 
for a Muslim girl,” Javid 
said. “After losing her, I 
realized there were more 
religions where dress 
code is an issue. We 
started this and it’s open 
for all religions — males 
and females.” 

Javid, who migrated 
to the United States to re-
unite her family with her 
husband — an NPYD ser-
geant — said she would 
like to expand her pro-
gram, but finds obstacles 
because many swimming 
pools have dress code 
requirements that go 
against Islam’s practices. 

This is a problem felt in 
some Jewish communi-
ties as well, and Javid said 
the two religions at times 
come together in the foun-
dation’s program.

The Fajr Foundation 
has grown significantly 
over the years, with 
about 200 to 300 chil-
dren going through the 
program annually. Each 
session has about 25 to 
30 children and offers 
a scholarship opportu-
nity for low-income New 
Yorkers who cannot af-
ford other programs.

“[Fajr] took off her 
life vest and gave it to a 
younger girl and told her, 
‘You need it more than 
me,’” Javid said. “Every 
time I think about her 
and my goals, it serves the 
community because they 
need this more than me.”

Javid said the nation-

wide issue of childhood 
drowning is not well-
known, despite being the 
top cause of death for chil-
dren under the age of 4, 
according to the CDC.

She said it is difficult 

to draw the public’s atten-
tion to this issue and her 
attempts to reach out to 
elected officials for sup-
port have been fruitless.

– Mark Hallum.

Amna Javid
Little Neck mom pushes for pool safety after daughter drowns

AMNA JAVID
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There are defining 
moments in life when it 
seems as if the universe 
is testing you.

Kindell Keyes, an as-
sistant manager at Good-
will’s Long Island City 
thrift store, at 4747 Van 
Dam St., may have expe-
rienced such a moment 
last summer when she 
found a donated purse 
filled with over $39,000.

The Far Rockaway 
resident made headlines 
last year because of her 
reaction. After open-
ing the black handbag 
and finding an envelope 
with an address on it, 

which had a small stash 
of $1 and $5 bills, she dug 
deeper and discovered 
the rest of the money. 
Once she got over her ini-
tial shock, Keyes quickly 
told her manager about 
her unusual find.

In a situation such as 
that, anyone might feel 
momentary temptation, 
but not Keyes.

 “It felt weird, because 
I honestly thought it was 
probably a prank,” she 
recalled. “But as I con-
tinued to look through 
the purse I realized the 
money was real. I was so 
happy that I found it and 

excited that the money 
was returned to the 
rightful owner. I never 
for once thought about 
keeping it. I have an awe-
some conscience.” 

 Another Goodwill 
employee, Maria Torres, 

was able to trace the item 
back to a neighborhood 
in Queens from the ad-
dress on the envelope.  
It came from the former 
home of an almost 102-
year-old grandmother 
of two California broth-

ers, who had donated the 
purse after cleaning out 
her belongings when she 
died.

Keyes was awarded 
$3,900 for her kindness, 
goodwill and honesty. 
One could say the gods 
had smiled upon her.

Katy Gaul-Stigge, 
CEO of Goodwill Indus-
tries of Greater New York 
and Northern New Jer-
sey, called the do-gooder 
a hero, adding that “good 
behavior is recognized,” 
DNAinfo reported last 
year.

A spiritual person, 
Keyes grew up in a fam-
ily of seven brothers and 
sisters in a single parent 
household.

The Impact Award 
honoree believes her 
neighborhood is special 
because “even though 
we are part of New York 
City, it’s not that busy out 
here. It’s quiet,” she says. 
“I can take a walk on the 
boardwalk, admire the 
ocean and there is a calm-
ness to the neighborhood 
that makes it so peaceful 
to live out here.”

Her favorite pastime 

is writing screenplays. 
At the moment, she’s 
working on a television 
pilot called “Burden of 
Sin,” and says it’s a dra-
ma series about a mother 
raising her daughters in 
a time when things aren’t 
always fair for women.  

She also likes to film 
friends, family members, 
and co-workers, and has 
a two-part video called 
“The Kenny Challenge” 
available on YouTube. 
“We have an awesome 
staff of hard workers at 
Van Dam. So, at times, 
I like to do challenges 
with them. It’s a dance 
that one of the staff mem-
bers created. 

“Our staff at Van Dam 
believes that it’s not al-
ways about work but that 
you should have fun at 
your job.  So, the challeng-
es are a great way of keep-
ing the staff happy and 
have made it easy to talk 
to our management team, 
and it’s a great way to get 
to know the people you 
work with.” Keyes says.

— Tammy Scileppi

Kindell 
Keyes

Thrift shop employee in LIC
returns $39K found in purse

KINDELL KEYES

Congratulations to Queens Impact Award Honoree 
Leslie Ramos, Executive Director 

82nd Street Partnership 

79-01 Broadway, Elmhurst, New York 11373 
nychealthandhospitals.org/elmhurst 

(718) 334-4000 

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst is a major pro-
vider of hospital and ambulatory care services in 
the borough of Queens. Elmhurst is a Level 1 
Trauma Center, an Emergency Heart Care Sta-
tion, and a 911-Receiving Hospital. We are a 
premiere health care organization for key spe-
cialties, including surgery, cardiology, women’s 
health, pediatrics, rehabilitation medicine, renal 
services, and mental health services.  
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Dr. Junho Lee has spent his 
professional life helping pa-
tients in his Flushing commu-
nity and across the world. 

He has had his offices in 
Flushing for over 30 years. He 
was born in Korea and came 
to the United States in 1980. To-
gether with his wife, Dr. Insook 
Lee, they have helped hundreds 
of patients in Flushing who lack 
medical insurance or knowl-
edge with issues like hepatitis 
and AIDS. 

Lee said his Christianity 
is one of the motivating forces 
behind his work, which is 
mostly mission-based. He and 
his wife attend the Korean 
Church of Queens in Elmhurst 
and through the church, he has 
gone on dozens of medical mis-
sions.

“It’s simple for me,” he said 
“The Bible says we have to love 
one another, help each other. 
Jesus treated so many differ-
ent groups of people: lepers, the 

blind. At our church we have a 
mission and it’s to help those in 
need.”

On top of their local work, 
Lee and his wife travel the 
world to countries like Kenya, 
Costa Rica and Haiti at least 
three times a year to give out 
free vaccines and provide medi-
cal treatment to those in need. 

Junho Lee serves on the 
board of the Global Medical 
Missions Alliance and works 
with top cardiologist Dr. Peter 
Chong to take med students 
from Hofstra and Cornell uni-
versities around the world on 
missions  and teach them how 
to deal with sick children. 
The two doctors cover all ex-
penses.

He said his work with 
Chong is especially important, 
because he gets to help train a 
new generation of doctors. 

“Dr. Chong has a vision for 
young professionals in the Unit-
ed States,” he said.  “We take 

them to different countries and 
their vision is more clear. Once 
they go to the missions and 
we are able to work and pray 
together, we become one. Af-
terwards, their life vision and 
motivation is more clear and 
they are able to know whether 
they want to continue helping 
others.”

On top of his humanitarian 
medical work, Lee also helped 
a Queens woman to open up a 
museum showing local work 
of young people struggling to 
rebuild their lives through art-
work. 

Lee said his favorite part of 
being a doctor is traveling to 
different parts of the globe with 
a new generation of doctors. 

“Being a part of the mis-
sions is so great,” he said. 
“These young doctors are the 
future and I get a chance to 
teach them.”

— Gina Martinez

Junho Lee
Flushing doctor serves Korean community in boro

JUNHO LEE

onoreeH
all the honorees of the Queens Impact Awards!

Congratulate 

Junho Lee M.D. 
and his staff would like to 

Immigration Civil Surgeon By Appointment 

JUNHO LEE, M.D.           INSOOK LEE, M.D. 
Tel: (718) 353-4100 
Fax: (718) 939-5500 
38-25 Parsons Blvd, # 1 G Flushing, NY 11354 
drieemedical@gmailicorn 

Tel: (212) 714-1170 
Fax: (212) 290-9061 

1270 Broadway, #405 
New York, NY 10001 (Bet. 32 & 33 St)

Rita Maruca
Honoree

of the Ambassador Awards 2018 

would like to send her best wishes to 

Junho Lee M.D., 
Tom Grech 

and all the 

Queens Impact Awards honorees!
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The Rockaway Devel-
opment & Revitalization 
Corporation was estab-
lished in 1978 to remove 
barriers to economic 
growth, stimulate the 
local economy and cre-
ate jobs and it has a pro-
gram manager who did 
all three at once, while 
helping more than 150 
unemployed construc-
tion workers find jobs on 
his own.

Nick Master, 58, 
joined the RDRC in 2015 
and soon noticed that 
many Far Rockaway 
residents are vocation-
ally trained and edu-
cated but yearly remain 
unemployed or under-
employed for lack of ca-
reer opportunity.

“Opportunities to 
work on construction 

projects in the communi-
ty were denied by hires 
coming from New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania and 
Delaware,” Master said. 
“Developers would say to 
me, ‘There is no talent on 
the Rockaways. There is 
no one qualified to hire.’ 
I knew the sentiment of 
developers was rooted in 
years of wrongly handed 
down information. What 
was needed was a strat-
egy to prove this view-
point was invalid and 
absurd.”

As a new project to 
build a 100-unit residen-
tial building in Far Rock-
away was just getting 
started, Master reached 
an agreement with the 
developer to handle re-
cruitment for employ-
ment himself.

“To ensure applicants 
were hired from the 
community, I conducted 
background checks on 
several hundred ap-
plicants,” Master said. 
“This included docu-
ments, vocational and 
education verification. 
Applicants not meeting 
this strict verification 
process were referred 
to locations that would 
help legitimize them. No 
one left without a plan to 
secure their identifica-
tion and work history. 
Once all documents were 
acquired or refreshed, 
applicants were asked to 
return and re-apply.”

The result of Master’s 
recruitment effort was 
100 percent verification 
of an applicant’s address, 
training and education 

and work history. Veri-
fied applicants had skill 
sets from concrete, sheet 

rock, roofing, electrical 
and plumbing.

“All from Far Rock-

away,” Masters said. 
“The sentiment, ‘There 
is no talent on the Rock-
aways. There is no one 
qualified to hire,’ was 
full and measurably dis-
missed by this recruit-
ment.”

When Master began 
the process, 263 appli-
cants from Far Rock-
away applied for the 
building project and 151 
were successfully vetted 
and deemed qualified to 
work, 40 were employed 
on the project and an-
other 36 got work at other 
construction sites in the 
neighborhood.

“The impact on the 
newly hired employees 
was not only financial 
but also psychological 
and emotional,” Master 
said. “On my weekly 
visits to the project site, 
workers would come 
down from their work 
station to shake my 
hand. They would tell me 
they cannot put in words 
what I had done advocat-
ing and standing in the 
gap for them.”

— Bill Parry

Nick Master
Far Rockaway manager gets 76 residents 

jobs in construction project

NICK MASTER

1920 Mott Avenue, 2nd Floor
Far Rockaway, NY 11691

Serving the Rockaways since 1978 

Board of Directors and Staff 
Wishes to 

ongratulate Our
Nick Master

2018 Queens Impact Award Honorees 

Kevin W. Alexander, MPA
President & CEO

Linda Plummer
Board Chair
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Thank you to 

S. Kathleen 
McKinney 
Your educational leadership has 
provided an atmosphere where 

young women have been able to 
grow and learn for over two decades. 

Thank you for sharing your many 
gifts, thank you for your caring 

and most of all thank you for your 
leadership. 

It has been what has set 
The Mary Louis Academy apart 
as a School of Excellence and 

has forever changed the lives of 
thousands of students.

With heartfelt gratitude,

The Catholic Principals of 
Brooklyn and Queens
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Sister Kathleen McK-
inney has dedicated her 
life to education. 

Born and raised in 
Brooklyn, McKinney al-
ways knew she wanted to 
study science as soon as 
she took her first chemis-
try course and when she 
made the decision to be-
come a sister,  her focus 
turned to becoming an 
educator. 

“It was always sci-
ence,” she said. “Once I 
was in school, I wanted 
to do something with 
chemistry. I started col-
lege before I decided to 
become a sister, and once 

I made the decision to 
be a sister, I minored in 
secondary education.  So 
I entered the community, 
which is a teaching com-
munity, and that’s how I 
made the transition into 
an educator.”

McKinney said she 
never imagined becom-
ing a sister, but when she 
got the call, she could not 
ignore it. 

“It’s interesting. I 
was in school and had a 
lot of friends, but there 
was something inside 
me,” she said. “ I went 
to Catholic school and I 
found religious life was 

something I could relate 
to. There was something 
in me that told me I had 
to try this.”

McKinney began 
teaching as soon as she 
earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in chemistry from 
St. Joseph’s College. In 
1971, she worked as a 
chemistry teacher at The 
Mary Louis Academy in 
Jamaica Estates. 

She taught chemistry 
at the school for 17 years. 
While teaching, she at-
tended Adelphi Univer-
sity for graduate school, 
where she received a 
master’s degree in chem-

istry and a certificate 
in computer education. 
She continued her stud-
ies, earning a doctorate 
degree in educational 
administration and su-
pervision.  

She would then go on 
to become assistant prin-
cipal at Font Bonne Hall 
Academy in Brooklyn in 
1988 for nine years before 
returning to Mary Louis 
Academy, where she has 

been head principal for 
the last 17 years. 

McKinney has spent 
the majority of her life in 
service of others, wheth-
er it be God or students. 
She said she has always 
been about connecting 
with people. 

“I always wanted to be 
in a field where I was in 
contact with people,” she 
said. “I guess I love help-
ing people, having a job 
where there would be a 
mutuality of sharing and 
watching people grow.”

She said her greatest 
privilege has been watch-
ing young women reach 
their full potential.

“ I have loved being a 
principal,” she said. “Be-
ing able to make things 
happen and give other 
people the opportunity to 
find their gifts, do things 
they didn’t even dream 
they have the gift for. I 
get to watch these young 
women grow, they come 
in unsure of themselves 
and eventually blossom 
through the years. I just 
love it.”

— Gina Martinez

Sister Kathleen 
McKinney

Nun has been framing children’s futures
in Queens through education since 1971

SISTER KATHLEEN MCKINNEY

Khaair Morrison was 
born to be an activist.

While at Francis 
Lewis High School, the 
Jamaica native was one 
of the many youth lead-
ers who took on lawmak-
ers and the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority in 
2010 and 2011 when the 
state decided it was no 
longer going to fund free 
student MetroCards.

This would have left 
over 600,000 kids without 
an affordable way to get 
to school, according to 
Morrison. 

“The MTA was saying 
that if the state is not go-
ing to fund them, we are 
not going to fund them,” 
said Morrison, who is 
now attending Howard 
University. “Me and a 
group of students activ-

ists got together and pro-
tested, did walkouts, met 
with the chairman of the 
MTA and met with state 
legislators, City Council 
and we got those Metro-
Cards to stay.”

In 2014, the Jamaica 
native sat on the board of 
the Center for Court In-
novation’s Police-Youth 
Dialogue Project. As a 
member of the youth jus-
tice board for the civil 
rights and social action 
organization, he over-
saw the making of comic 
books geared to students 
to explain the juvenile 
justice system to them.

His enthusiasm and 
his drive to fight for his 
fellow students caught 
the attention of then-City 
Councilman Leroy Com-
rie (St. Albans), who was 

campaigning to become 
a state senator, and led to 
Morrison becoming the 
candidate’s community 
liaison in 2015. Morrison 
also went on to work on 
state Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndman’s (D-
Springfield Gardens) 
campaign for her cur-
rent seat. 

In 2015, Morrison and 
his two sisters, Tariqua 
and Tunisia, founded 
the non-profit The Voice 
of Youth Changes Every-
thing, an organization 
meant to uplift young 
people through the arts, 
entrepreneurship, tech-
nology and education. 
The organization had its 
third pop-up art show 
in Jamaica in January 
and also held a business 
workshop to help individ-

uals in need of guidance 
who want to become en-
trepreneurs themselves. 

As Morrison gets 
ready to graduate May 
12 from Howard Univer-
sity’s Law School, he will 
also end his tenure as 
the editor-in-chief of the 
Howard Human & Civil 
Rights Law Review.

In the summer he will 
return to New York full-
time in order to take the 
bar and commit more to 
his non-profit in Queens 
by using his skills from 
law school. Morrison 
also has a job lined up at 
the Times Square-based 
law firm Skadden, Arps, 
Slate & Meagher & Flom 
LLP for September. 

“I’m changing my 
non-profit focus into le-
gal activism and how 

to take these new skills 
that I’ve learned while I 
was in law school to ex-
pand them to do some-

thing different,” said 
Morrison. 

— Naeisha Rose

Khaair Morrison
Francis Lewis High School student challenged MTA 

to continue providing free MetroCards for classmates

KHAAIR MORRISON
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Thank you, Sister Kathleen, for empow-
ering the entire TMLA community to 
soar to new heights of excellence. You 

have provided us with a witness to both 
the mission of Jesus to heal, redeem and 
liberate all people and to the charism of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of unity, recon-

ciliation, and all-inclusive love.

S. Kathleen McKinney, CSJ, EdD
TMLA Principal 1997-2018

Fidem Servavi
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Astoria-based Veter-

ans Rebuilding Life may 
be one of the smallest 
non-profits in the nation, 
but it is has been formally 
recognized by Great Non-
profits as among the best 
in for serving those who 
have served.

“We’re honored to 
be placed among the na-
tion’s highest-rated or-
ganizations,” Veterans 
Rebuilding Life Director 
Dre Popow said. 

Popow, a child of Chil-
ean  immigrants,  was 
born at Jamaica Hospital 
and grew up to be a chil-
dren’s book illustrator. 
Following the Sept. 11 at-
tacks at the World Trade 
Center, he joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps and saw 
combat in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

“There were a lot of 

us who joined the service 
after 9/11,” Popow said. 
“We didn’t come from 
military families, it was 
just a New York thing.”

He came through his 
tours unscathed and 
returned to “the best 
borough,” settling in 
Maspeth. As others be-
gan coming home to New 
York City from the wars, 
they found it difficult to 
re-enter society.

“There is no military 
community here in New 
York City. Here it’s like 
the wars never happened 
and veterans keep a low 
profile and don’t self-
identify,” Popow said. 
“If you’re going home to 
the South, you have that 
culture all around and 
help is easy to find. Not 
here.” 

So Popow and two vet-
eran friends, Christian 

Zamora from Maspeth 
and Mary Kay Satryano 
from Jackson Heights, 
sat down in his kitchen 
and began to plan. Popow 
used his GI Bill to go back 
to school to learn how to 
run a non-governmental 
organization in 2010 and, 
by 2011, they had opened 
Veterans Rebuilding Life 
in Astoria.

The organization is 
comprised of veterans 
from the wars in Afghan-
istan and Iraq as well as 
social workers, firefight-
ers and first responders. 
Services include mili-
tary benefit registra-
tion, school enrollment, 
employment, legal repre-
sentation, but Veterans 
Rebuilding Life has be-
come a national model in 
the fight against veteran 
suicide, an epidemic that 
claims 20 lives a day. 

“When some of the 
people we served with 
started taking their 
own lives, we knew we 
had to do something,” 

Popow said.
Through individual 

counseling, veterans 
help veterans with peer 
mentorship, skill devel-

opment, education and 
employment, and com-
munity service.

“We took the veterans 
with advanced PTSD, im-
pacted by a child’s death 
overseas,  and put them 
to work on our humani-
tarian missions.” Popow 
said. “We’ve worked with 
many doctors who no lon-
ger work in the war zones 
because of the threat of 
kidnapping. They say 
bring the child to us and 
we’ll do the surgeries for 
free.”

Veterans Rebuilding 
Life performs the fund-
raising for each mission 
and works closely with 
the U.S. Department of 
Defense and Homeland 
Security to bring the 
wounded children to the 
United States.

“It has a therapeutic 
effect on the traumatized 
veteran,” Popow said. 
“You save the child, you 
save the veteran and 
once they’re on track we 
ask them to help the next 
veteran coming through 
the door.”

— Bill Parry

Dre Popow
His Astoria nonprofi t helps war veterans

DRE POPOW

Leslie Ramos works 
hard as executive director 
of the 82nd Street Partner-
ship, which operates the 
Jackson Heights Business 
Improvement District and 
covers Elmhurst.

She does her best in a 
challenging role to make 
a positive impact on these 
vibrant, multicultural 
communities, home to a 
large, diverse population 
of immigrants. 

Ramos came to the 
organization in 2014 with 
extensive experience 
in government, having 
served as executive direc-
tor of the Mayor’s Office 
of Industrial & Manufac-
turing Businesses under 
Michael Bloomberg and 
in the Department of 
Housing Preservation 
and Development.

Each day, she strives 
to make a difference in 
residents’ lives by work-
ing with small business-
es, teaming up with city 
agencies and connecting 
with locals, shoppers, 
street vendors, and com-
munity leaders to ad-
dress their needs and 
concerns while promot-
ing the neighborhood’s 
economy. She’s very 
good at it, according to 
the Queens EDC’s public 
relations director,  Rob 
MacKay, who nominated 
her for the Queens Im-
pact Award.

“Jackson Heights’ and 
Elmhurst’s beauty is not 
just their diversity. It’s 
how immigrants have 
maintained the area as 
a hub for entrepreneur-
ship, the arts, and culture 

exchange,” Ramos said. 
“Immigrants lead busi-
nesses at all levels, from 
professional services 
(medical, legal, etc.) to 
dance schools. These com-
munities are an example 
of how nourishing immi-
grants’ skills can create 
healthy communities.”

Ramos, who is fluent 
in Spanish, was born in 
Williamsburg, Brook-
lyn, and raised in Puerto 
Rico in a poor, working 
class family. But the de-
termined young woman 
has come a long way.

“Our community was 
formed during the era 
of mass migration from 
PR’s countryside to the 
city, due to a dying ag-
riculture industry. For 
many, it was their ‘last 
chance,’ as some called 
the community, before 
leaving the island to 
start a new life in New 
York City,” she said. 

While her childhood 
neighborhood formed 
her passion for commu-
nity development, Ra-
mos said it was her move 
to the States that solidi-
fied her “commitment 

to build communities 
where leaving is not an 
accomplishment,” add-
ing that “no one should 
live in communities that 
they want to escape.”

In Jackson Heights 
and Elmhurst, she has 
been a strong advocate 
for the small businesses 
she represents, many of 
which are owned by im-
migrants. She has created 
educational programs to 
ensure business owners 
gain the skills necessary 
to grow their business 
in a highly competitive 
market. 

She has also worked 
to create a platform for 
minority artists and vi-
brant spaces in the com-
munity. Additionally, 
Ramos has found ways 
to meet other commu-
nity needs. One example 
is the recently launched 
Get Fit Program, a 
partnership with NYC 
H e a l t h + H o s p i t a l s /
Elmhurst, which seeks 
to help residents find 
healthy food options at 
local restaurants.  

— Tammy Scileppi

Leslie Ramos
Executive director continues work to cater

to diverse western Queens communities

LESLIE RAMOS
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Flushing-born and 
raised James Regan is be-
ing honored for his work 
in the community as an 
educator at Martin Lu-
ther School in Maspeth, 
his alma mater, where 
he has taught physical 
education, coached wres-
tling and now serves as 
principal.

Regan began his ca-
reer at Martin Luther af-
ter studying at St. John’s 
University, Columbia Uni-
versity and Adelphi Uni-
versity, returning to the 
school that shaped him 
in 1981 just a few years 
after completing his high 
school degree.

“As an educator and 
administrator, I find our 
school continues to chal-
lenge our students’  both 
 mind and body. Because 
of who we are, it helps 
shape Christian charac-
ter that allows them to be 
successful,” Regan said. 
“I’ve had a tremendous 
experience here at Martin 
Luther and been blessed 

by the students, the staff, 
the administration.”

But before Regan be-
gan his teaching career 
at Martin Luther, he be-
gan coaching the wres-
tling team in 1979 until 
a few years ago when he 
moved into new roles as 
both principal and the 
executive director of the 
school. 

“It was time for a 
change and in those years  
I’ve had an opportunity to 
be a coach, I’ve had a lot of 
fantastic experiences on 
the mat and in my involve-
ment in the interscholas-
tic wrestling world and 
community,” he said.

In 2017, Regan was en-
tered into the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame 
in Stillwater, Okla., 
based on all the years he 
had contributed to high 
school, college and ama-
teur leagues of the sport.

Over the 15 years , 
Regan has helped orga-
nize a walk-a-thon and 
raise about $250,000 for 

projects at Martin Luther, 
such as refurbishing the 
gymnasium and purchas-
ing new equipment for 
the science department as 
well as arranging trans-
portation for athletic 
teams involved in after-
school programs.

As part of his contri-
bution to the New York 
State High School Wres-
tling Association, the 
Mayor’s Cup Commit-
tee designated the “Jim 
Regan Award” in his 
honor.

Regan’s two daugh-
ters also graduated from 
Martin Luther and he at-
tributes their success to 
the foundations WHAT 
KIND OF FOUNDA-
TIONS? they established 
at the school.

As executive director, 
a post to which he was 
appointed in 2017, Regan 
oversees the education 
and business dealings at 
Martin Luther School.

— Mark Hallum

James Regan
Educator has created lasting legacy
in Maspeth as coach, administrator

JAMES REGAN
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Whitestone resident Mau-
reen Regan has tapped into her 
passion for environmentalism 
to help seniors and young peo-
ple in Queens. 

Regan is the founder of 
Green Earth Urban Gardens, 
a Queens non-profit looking to 
promote environmental solu-
tions through urban farming 
and therapeutic gardening. 
The nonprofit helps people 
with special needs, underpriv-
ileged youth, and seniors in 
the community. 

Regan founded Green Earth 
in 2010 to provide seniors and 
young people with outdoor and 
indoor gardening access and 
to expand access to healthy lo-
cal food. 

She was motivated by the 
belief that people living in a 
big city like New York could 
still learn about farming and 
its benefits. Urban Gardens 
also serves as an employment 
and community service hub 

for high school students. 
Regan had been successful 

as a business executive in the 
apparel industry. She decided to 
dedicate her time to beautifying 
the city through gardening. 

She currently serves as the 
president of Queensboro Hill 
Neighborhood Association 
and is a board member of the 
Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce and the Voelker 
Orth Museum. 

Regan said her time in 
the fashion industry had 
her burned out, working all 
four season and traveling the 
world. But she said it was in 
her travels that she saw how 
much the environment had 
suffered and came up with the 
idea for Green Earth. 

“I saw so much damage 
to the environment and what 
happens to seniors when they 
get old,” she said. “People who 
are on the fringes, like the dis-
abled, and I decided to take a 

break from the fashion world 
and start this non-profit and 
address issues locally. If there 
is some way this organization 
can get seniors out into nature 
and can help them become less 
home-bound, less dependent on 
government and medical care, 
they’ll be healthier.”

She went back to school to 
learn what resources her or-
ganization could provide for 
children with disabilities like 
autism. She said it has been 
amazing for her to see kids 
in nature and how it can offer 
them a safe space while at the 
same time giving their care-
takers respite. 

“It opens up a new world to 
them so they can be more in-
dependent,” she said. “They’re 
able to learn in nature and find 
a stability that they can’t find in 
their everyday world.”

She said the programs get 
seniors and young people out 
into local parks to garden, 

volunteer and care for their 
environment.

“I saw, especially with the 
seniors that if you give them 
something to care for, it gives 
them a purpose,” she said.

Regan said she saw the 
same thing with the younger 
participants. 

She has been running 
Green Earth for seven years 

now and loves being able to 
give back to her community. 
She said she returned to the 
fashion industry after a short 
hiatus but learned now how 
to balance both and is looking 
forward to expanding the pro-
gram and touching as many 
people as possible. 

— Gina Martinez

Maureen Regan
Whitestone environmentalist reaches youth, seniors

MAUREEN REGAN

I would like to congratulate all honorees of the  

Queens Impact Awards

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
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Queens College 
President Félix Matos 
Rodríguez has dedicated 
his life to education and 
the public sector. 

Born in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, in 1962, 
Rodríguez moved to 
America to pursue an 
education. He studied 
Latin American cul-
ture and history at Yale, 
where he graduated cum 
laude. He then earned 
his doctorate in history 
at Columbia. 

Rodríguez said his 
inspiration has always 
been family. The old-
est of three brothers, he 
describes his life in San 
Juan as that of a tradi-
tional middle-class fam-
ily. His father was an 
engineer who spent most 
of his career working for 
a large flour and feed 
mill processing plant, 

eventually becoming the 
plant’s COO. His mother 
was going to be a Span-
ish teacher before he was 
born and then chose to 
dedicate her life to rais-
ing her family. He said 
his parents were hyper-
involved and always en-
gaged in volunteer work 
and community service.

Rodriguez studied 
Latin American culture 
in college.  He said he was 
drawn to Latin American 
history while he was still 
in high school after meet-
ing Puerto Rico’s most 
prolific and influential 
historian, a Jesuit priest 
named Fernando Picó.

“He became a mentor 
of sorts, a model of what 
an intellectual could be,” 
he said. 

Rodríguez came to 
Yale in 1980 and studied 
under leading Caribbean 

anthropologist, Irving 
Rouse, who helped him 
assimilate to the United 
States. At Columbia he 
went on to study pre-20th 
century Caribbean wom-
en’s history. 

Prior to being presi-
dent at Queens College, 
Rodriguez served as 
president of CUNY’s Hos-
tos Community College 
from 2009- 2014. Under 
his leadership the reten-
tion rate went up about 
10 percent in five years, 
the highest percentage 
increase of any CUNY 
community college in 
those five years.

“Good things don’t 
happen because the pres-
ident is good,” he said. 
“They happen because 
the president has a very 
good leadership team 
and dedicated faculty 
and staff on campus.” 

Rodriguez said he 
chose to come to Queens 
College because of its ex-
traordinary diversity. 

“Our campus is a mi-
crocosm of the borough 
in which we are located, 
which is the most eth-
nically diverse in the 
nation,” he said. “Our 
students trace their an-
cestry to over 150 coun-
tries. They learn about 
other cultures and, in 
turn, share stories of 
their own heritage.  They 
emerge from college bet-
ter prepared to function 
in our global society and 
economy.” 

Rodriguez is continu-
ing his advocacy for 
Latino students. He cur-
rently serves as board 
chairman of the His-
panic Association of Col-
leges and Universities, 
representing more than 
470 colleges and univer-
sities. HACU is commit-
ted to Hispanic higher 
education success in the 
United States, Puerto 
Rico, Latin America, and 
Spain. 

— Gina Martinez FELIX RODRIGUEZ

Felix Rodriguez
President drawn by Queens College’s diversity

In its 80th Anniversary year,  
Queens College proudly congratulates 

President  
Félix V. Matos Rodríguez  

and all of tonight’s Impact Award honorees.

Register now: www.qc.cuny.edu/summer
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Adolescents and 
young adults living with 
HIV should feel lucky to 
know there is a special 
doctor out there working 
hard to make their lives 
better. 

If anyone deserves 
recognition as an Impact 
Awards honoree, it is Da-
vid W. Rosenthal, Ph.D. 
He is a quiet hero who 
has dedicated his time 
and energy to helping lo-
cal youth get the care and 
education they deserve.

In 2003, he began 
work at Northwell 
Health in Great Neck as 
medical director for the 
Center for Young Adult, 
Adolescent and Pediatric 
HIV and started shaking 
things up at the popular 
health system.

In addition to focus-
ing on delivering com-
prehensive health care, 
Rosenthal has been an 
advocate for HIV preven-
tion and LGBTQ cultural 
competency in health 
care. His programs are 
funded for providing 
Pre-exposure Prophy-
laxis services in Queens 
and Long Island. PrEP is 
a preventive medication 
for use by HIV-negative 
people who have a high 
risk for infection.

In an effort to help ev-
eryone in need, regard-
less of their orientation, 
he launched the Center 
for Transgender Care for 
Northwell Health in July 
2016 and is also working 
with the Office of Di-
versity and Inclusion at 
Northwell to develop a 
LGBT curriculum.

The busy doctor bare-
ly finds time to relax. 

Under his leadership, 
and thanks to a five-year, 
$1 million grant from 
the state Department 
of Health, Northwell 
Health’s HIV-prevention 

clinic opened its doors 
in Jackson Heights to 
local adolescents and 
young adults. Located at 
37-03 92nd St., the clinic 
provides HIV testing, 
resources and services, 
including PrEP. 

“By reaching into 
Queens, we’re providing 
resources that Northwell 
Health has never been 
able to provide regarding 
HIV prevention in that 
area which gives patients 
access to the top-of-the-
line services that we of-
fer,” Rosenthal said.

As a medical profes-
sional who has made a 
definite impact on many 
people living here in 
Queens and beyond, he 
truly deserves recogni-
tion for championing 
the rights of HIV or HIV/
AIDS at-risk youth and 
remains committed to 
treating this vulnerable 
group with the utmost re-
spect and dignity, while 
maintaining the highest 
levels of compassion and 
privacy.

— Tammy Scileppi

Dr. David 
Rosenthal

Advocate for HIV prevention launches
transgender care center at Northwell

DR. DAVID ROSENTHAL

QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

The Queens Economic Development 

Corporation and the Queens Tourism 

Council congratulate three outstanding

TIMESLEDGER 

QUEENS IMPACT  

AWARD HONOREES.

LESLIE A. RAMOS is the executive Director 

of the 82nd Street Partnership. She has 

artfully negotiated the expansion of this 

dynamic business improvement district in 

Jackson Heights.

LENNY BANOVEZ and LAURA FRYE are the 

husband-and-wife team behind Titan Theatre 

Company, the artists-in-residence at Queens 

Theatre. They also offer acting classes 

throughout the Queens Library system.

NADEZHDA WILLIAMS is the executive 

director of King Manor Museum. She promotes 

this historic Jamaica house via tours, classes, 

and special events.
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We congratulate 

Dr. David Rosenthal
for making an impact on the borough of Queens
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Congratulations Edwin 
on your well-deserved 

Queens Impact Award

You have tirelessly given of yourself to enhance Jackson Heights 
through your work with historic preservation, protecting 

and developing more green spaces and  improving 
educational opportunity. 

We celebrate with you on this wonderful recognition 
and continue to be so proud of you.  

We love you, your very proud family

When Edwin West-
ley, 74, retired after a 
long and distinguished 
career as a planner for 
Grumman Aerospace, he 
and his wife Janet Kelly 
decided to relocate to 
Jackson Heights, where 
his parents had lived 
since the mid-1960s.

Kelly, in fact, had 
lived there with West-
ley’s mother for a year 
before they married. 
There they discovered an 
all-volunteer, non-profit 
neighborhood organiza-
tion called the Jackson 
Heights Beautification 
Group.

“Janet found the 
group and thought that 
I would be interested in 
the early ‘90s when we 
came back to the neigh-
borhood,” Westley said. 
“I ended up being the lon-
gest serving president in 

the organization’s his-
tory, for more than a 
dozen years, though not 
consecutive years. And 
whenever I wasn’t presi-
dent, I served as the sec-
retary, which I still do 
today. Over the years, we 
had some very good out-
comes while I was run-
ning the group.”

When he first began 
his community ser-
vice with the Jackson 
Heights Beautification 
Group, Westley’s initial 
assignment was sweep-
ing up broken glass and 
dog droppings, but as the 
group’s president, he was 
directly involved with 
and was instrumental in 
negotiations with Time 
Warner Cable to remove 
massive sheet metal pan-
els, used during the in-
stallation of cables, from 
the streets of the Jackson 

Heights Historic District. 
They were eventually put 
underground so they no 
longer interrupted the 
streetscape.

The neighborhood 
group helped relocate 
the Jackson Heights Jew-
ish Center from a private 
home to its present loca-
tion on the southwest 
corner of 77th Street and 
37th Avenue, as well as 
establish a playstreet on 
78th Street and a dog run 
on the northwest corner 
of 69th Street.

Westley helped bring 
the Jackson Heights Or-
chestra under the um-
brella of the JHBG and 
he was also co-chairman 
of the Children’s Hallow-
een Parade, the largest 
in the five boroughs.

Westley also co-
chaired the Summer 
Concerts in the Park dur-

ing July and August.
“In a broad sense you 

could consider the JHBG 
a civic association, but 
we have no paid staff,” 
Westley said. “What 
we do have is plenty of 
strong-minded people 
who are determined to 
stick together as an all-
volunteer non-profit.”

The group’s mission is 
to improve the quality of 
life in Jackson Heights, 
one of the most diverse 
neighborhoods in the na-
tion where more than 160 
languages are spoken.

“Each ethnic group 
seems to stay within 
themselves, but one of the 
things that works in our 
neighborhood is that no 
group is large enough to 
have a majority — we’re 
all minorities,” Westley 
said. “The children are 
bringing us more togeth-
er through the schools, 
and working together 
in our JHBG gardening 
groups is bringing us 
even closer together and 
now we are even meeting 
socially.”

— Bill Parry

Edwin Westley
Community leader beautifi ed Jackson Heights

EDWIN WESTLEY

We are very happy  

for Carmin and all her 

accomplishments for Lessons 

for my Daughters. 

What once started out as a 

small idea is now something 

so big and we couldn’t be 

more proud of her. She is 

truly changing the world one 

girl at a time, we love you  

so much!!

Love, Victor,  
Alexandra  

and Antonia



A30    TIMESLEDGER.COMQUEENS IMPACT AWARDS, MAY 4-10, 2018 BT FT TL

 

 

would like to express 

our gratitude and look forward 

to celebrating with our 

25 QUEENS 
Impact Awards 

honorees
for their tremendous 

contributions 

to the great borough 

of Queens
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NantashaWil liams 
grew up in the diverse 
southeast Queens neigh-
borhood of Cambria 
Heights and is a govern-
mental relation and polit-
ical strategist, volunteer 
and leader in the Nation-
al Women’s March.

On April 26, Williams 
was appointed to the 
board of the Cambria 
Heights Civic Associa-
tion.

Wanting to bring 
about effective change 
in Cambria Heights and 
the borough of Queens 
as a whole, she pursued 
a political science major 
at the Virginia Common-
wealth University after 
studying law and dance 
at Benjamin Cardozo 
High School in Bayside.

She followed that up 
with a master’s degree 
in public administration 

at Rockefeller College of 
Public Affairs & Policy.

Since completing her 
studies, she has worked 
to represent many elect-
ed officials, especially 
those in her home bor-
ough, as the executive 
director of the New York 
State Black, Puerto Ri-
can, Hispanic and Legis-
lative Caucus.

“I worked for any mi-
nority Assembly mem-
ber or state senator,” said 
Williams.

She worked with the 
likes of Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Co-
rona), Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndman (D-
Springfield Gardens), 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), Assem-
blywoman Vivian Cooke 
(D-Jamaica) and state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), just to name 

a few.
Her work has led to 

her becoming an ad-
vocate for health-care, 
criminal justice, voter 
registration, and against 
voter suppression.

During her spare 
time, she volunteers ev-
ery other weekend with 
Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority Incorporated, an 
organization dedicated 
to public service, by par-
ticipating in the Delta 
Academy.

Delta Academy is 
geared towards provid-
ing enrichment pro-
grams for middle school-
aged girls at Campus 
Magnet High School, in 
Cambria Heights, and 
mostly serves young 
women in the southeast 
Queens area.

Williams is also one 
of the founding board 

members of The Voice 
of Youth Changes Ev-
erything, a non-profit to 
empower young people to 
positively influence their 
communities through 
politics and social activi-
ties.

Earlier this year the 
group held an art show 
at the Jamaica Center 
for Arts and Learning, 
a multi-disciplinary art 
center. 

After becoming frus-
trated with President 
Donald Trump’s divisive 
political campaign to 
obtain the highest office 
of the land, the politi-
cal strategist became a 
leader in the National 
Women’s March in 2016.

She is currently the 
organization’s head of 
Social Impact & Politi-
cal Engagement and is a 
part of its “Power to the 

Polls” initiative, which 
is a yearlong voter mobi-
lization effort.

“Working in the po-
litical sphere and vol-
unteering is important 

because I want to play 
an active role in better-
ing my community,” said 
Williams.

— Naeisha Rose

Nantasha Williams
Activist looks to bring positive change to Cambria Heights

NANTASHA WILLIAMS

Nadezhda Williams 
is a history buff through 
and through, and her 
work as the executive 
director at King Manor 
Museum in Jamaica has 
given her the opportu-
nity to not only honor the 
legacy of the institution’s 
famous owner, Rufus 
King, but also to bring 
the southeast Queens 
community together.

“Our house was the 
home of Rufus King,” 
said Williams. “He was 
one of the framers of the 
Constitution and an ear-
ly voice in the early anti-
slavery movement.”

As the executive di-
rector of the museum, 
located at 150-03 Jamaica 
Ave., she oversees pro-
grams that bring in more 
than 10,000 visitors a 
year.

“Everyone talks about 

tourists, but tourists 
come and go,” said Wil-
liams. “Your neighbor-
hood is who you should 
be serving.”

Nearly half of the 
guests of King Manor 
Museum are students 
from Queens.

“We want people to 
come in, learn the his-
tory and feel a part of it,” 
said the director. “I have 
one of the children read 
Rufus’ (1820 anti-slavery) 
speech where he declares 
that slavery is contrary 
to the law of nature,’ and 
he is one of the first peo-
ple to put it that bluntly.”

Growing up, Williams 
bounced around the 
country because her fa-
ther was in the U.S. Navy 
from 1968 to 1988, but af-
ter she pursued a degree 
in Historic Preserva-
tion in Virginia at Mary 

Washington College 
(1995), she followed up 
her education by getting 
her master’s in Museum 
Studies at the Fashion 
Institute of Technology 
(2001) in Manhattan.

She worked as a park 
ranger at Ellis Island, 
and as a part of her stud-
ies, she interned at King 
Manor in Jamaica and 
instantly fell in love with 
Queens.

Since coming to New 
York, she has lived in 
Astoria, Sunnyside and 
now currently resides in 
Woodside.

“I lived in Queens for 
22 years, which is pretty 
much my whole adult 
life,” said Williams. “I 
love living here because 
it has a very neighbor-
hood feel and it has a 
small town feel. I walk 
down the street and say 

hello to people I know and 
that is one of the things I 
like about Queens.”

Outside of tours, King 
Manor Museum has 
concerts and festivals, 
including Williams’ fa-
vorite, the Traditions 
Festival, which will fall 
this year on May 19-20.

“We have this two-
day festival with six 
people doing early 
American traditional 
crafts and another six 
representing the other 
immigrant cultures 
in Queens,” said Wil-
liams. “This year we 
have things like tradi-
tional Korean cooking 
and African drummers, 
and it’s free! People get 
to discover each other’s 
culture and take part in 
it.”

— Naeisha Rose

Nadezhda Williams
King Manor director gives museum visitors taste of history

NADEZHDA WILLIAMS
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VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 05/04/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,200BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,488BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$8,888$8,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246939k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'15 HONDA CIVIC

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSSAN MAXIMA
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP CHEROKEE
$13,588BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$17,500BUY 

FOR:

44k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

MAJOR WORLD
MONTH DEALS
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Joint Health Insurance Community Health Plan Expands Services.
Help old and disabled people apply for half-price MetroCard tickets.

United Healthcare in an at-
tempt to propmote community 
welfare expanded a joint health 
insurance and transportation 
service by expanding MTA ser-
vices in Flushing, Chinatown 
and Bujumbura.  This program 
invites MTA passenger service 
Officials apply for free.  

Half Priced Metrocards are 
available for the buses and re-
representatives will answer re-
lated questions.  Apply for the 
program through www.unit-
edhealthcare.com or speak 
with a representative.  This 
joint health program is chines 
friendly while also being avail-
able to the general public.  

  The program helps with 
consulting, choosing the right 
health plan and elderly metro 
card services and one on one 
membership services.

The program is focusing 
on people entering the age of 
65, low income or who access a 
blue or red card.

We welcome all applicants 
to the United Healthcare pro-
gram and look forward to ser-
vicing your needs.

As an applicant you can 
choose the service center that 
best suits your needs.  The 
programs will be based on 
the Joint Health Insurance 
plan and focus on the commu-
nity  The MRT program will 
run in May and June.

Free Help for Disabled 
People will also be available 
through our half priced MRT 
cards.

  When applying please 
provide the proper documen-
tation:

-
curity card Bil

This program will be open 
to the elderly on May 11th and 
June 8th respectively from 11 

am to 1 pm  in Chinatown and 
Flushing

May 4, 18 (Friday) and 
June 1 and 15 (Friday) 10 
am to next 2pm at 3F, 136-02 
Roosevelt Avenue, Flush-
ing (Please contact Daniel 

917-714-6656/ David Wu, 646-
644-8938); April 18, May 16 
Day, Wednesday, June 27 
from 11am to 1pm in cloth 
Columbus 86th Street, 2263 

749-2107); April 24, May 22 
and June 26 (Tuesday) 11am 
to 1pm on O. 16 Boulevard, 
Clourum (please contact Sam 
Chen, 646-520-6274); April 
27, May 25, June 22 (Friday) 
11am to 1pm It was held at 
No. 831, 58th Street, Clovelon 
(please contact April Xu, 347-
628-6866).

Buy a set to send a set of big 
discounts and gifts.

U.S. Unlimited Pharmaceu-
-

rival of Mother’s Day
Order any product of Infin-

ity Pharmaceuticals and enjoy 
buying one set

In addition to the big dis-
counts, you can also send un-
limited beauty treasures or 
unlimited enjoy the skinny or 

(optional bottle)!
One of the best-selling prod-

ucts of Infinite Pulse (C a r d i 
o Complex) is a drop of three 
high, the best rehabilitation 
of cardiovascular and cerebro-
vascular diseases

Health products also re-
duce gallbladder by containing 
a large amount of antioxidants

Sterols, prevent blood clot-
ting, reduce fibrinogen from 
blood The incidence of throm-
botic diseases caused and can 
relieve thrombosis,

Angina, Myocardial Infarc-
tion, Atherosclerosis

Hypercholesterolemia, hy-
pertension, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, retinal Cardiovascular 
venous congestion, hemor-
rhoids and other blood clots 
clogging prevention. long

Ingestion can maintain pa-
tency and prevent myocardial 
infarction.

The effect of heart and 
brain vascular hardening and 
other health care. Rich in more 
than 10 kinds of precious A 
combination of South Ameri-
can plant extracts, including:

1) Nattokinase known as 
thrombosis terminator (con-

centration up to 20,000FU);
2) High-density coenzyme 

Q-10, which protects the car-
diovascular system

And the main effects of an-
tioxidants; 3) South American 
hawthorn can increase myo-
cardial contractility, cardiac 
output, and decrease Slow 
heart rate, with a longer last-
ing antihypertensive effect;

-
bosis and prevents plaque for-
mation on the vessel wall

to make;
5) Tibetan Rhodiola root 

can reduce heart load and im-
prove blood

The oxygen content in

-
nificantly inhibit and fight ath-
erosclerosis, and have antioxi-
dant effects;

7) Hairy core sheath core 
flower is to increase the energy 
metabolism of myocardium 
and strengthen the effort Tube 
function and so on. The Diabe-
sTrol MaxTM is used

South America wild pre-
cious plants, including wild 
cinnamon extract, wolfberry

Fat cactus powder, marsh-
mallow extract, fenugreek 
seed, vine Yellow fruit extract, 
bilberry extract, balsam pear 
extract, etc.

A technology developed for 

nanometer slow-release tech-
nology for diabetics

There is a temporary and 
permanent cure effect. New 
research found: high concen-
tration of south American wild 
“Cinnamon extract + fenu-
greek seed” can be quickly. 
There are miraculous effects 
in controlling blood sugar and 
preventing diabetic compli-
cations. Take unlimited Con-
solidateTM improves glucose 
balance while helping the pan-
creas Agate beta cell regenera-
tion, can eliminate acid and 
hypoglycemic and effectively 
prevent concurrent Symptoms, 
rapid repair of glomerular 

function, prevention of kid-
ney failure, relief of sugar Uri-
nary nephropathy.

function of blood lipid metab-
olism in the human body and 

-
ter, cholesterol and other in-
dicators returned to normal. 
Relieves cardiovascular and 
cerebrovascular system Com-
plications prevent arterioscle-
rosis. Clear nerve line decay, 
vision network Complications 
such as membrane shedding; 
can help repair damaged mi-
crovascular endothelium

Cells improve and re-
verse microvascular disease 
and abnormal microcircula-

to skin itching, numbness of 
the limbs, toes pain and other 
symptoms, improve Hyper-
glycemia damages sexual 
function and improves sexual 
function. After taking The pa-
tient may not need to control 
the diet and may not need to 
take medicine for life.

Unlimited pharmaceutical 
products are registered in the 

Pharmaceutical factory pro-
duction, all products use plant 
fiber capsules,

100% pure plant formula 
without any side effects, suit-
able for vegetarians

Use, better and safer. 
Where to see this news caller. 
Will enjoy to buy 1 set to send 
a set of big discount, 5/31/18 
stop. opportunity In rare 
cases, please call the order 
hotline: 877-808-6188. detailed 
Please visit: www.ultramax-
usa.com.

U.S. Unlimited Pharmaceutical Group celebrates Mother’s Day.
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Many budding retirees have miscon-
ceptions about how much money 
they will need in retirement. iStock

M any budding retirees plan to 
travel, relax, and enjoy the com-
pany of their spouses when they 

offi cially stop working. But such plans 
only are possible if men and women 
take steps to secure their fi nancial fu-
tures in retirement.

According to a recent survey by the 
personal fi nance education site Mon-
eyTips.com, roughly one-third of Baby 
Boomers have no retirement plan. The 
reason some may have no plan is they 
have misconceptions about how much 
money they will need in retirement. 
Successful retirees understand the 
steps to take and how to live on a bud-
get.

Have a plan. Many people simply 

fail to plan for retirement. Even men 
and women who invest in an employ-
er-sponsored retirement program, 
such as a 401(k), should not make that 
the only retirement planning they do. 
Speak with a fi nancial advisor who 
can help you develop a plan that en-
sures you don’t outlive your assets.

Set reasonable goals. Retirement 
nest eggs do not need to be enormous. 
Many retirees have a net worth of 
less than $1 million, and many people 
live comfortably on less than $100,000 
annually. When planning for retire-
ment, don’t be dissuaded because you 
won’t be buying a vineyard or villa 
in Europe. Set reasonable goals for 
your retirement and make sure you 

meet those goals.
Recognize there is no magic 

wealth-building plan. Saving comes 
down to formulating a plan specifi c to 
your goals, resources, abilities, and 
skills. Make saving a priority and take 
advantage of employer-sponsored re-
tirement programs if they are offered.

Don’t underestimate spending. 
You will need money in retirement, 
and it’s best that you don’t underes-
timate just how much you’re going 
to need. No one wants to be stuck at 
home during retirement, when peo-
ple typically want to enjoy themselves 
and the freedom that comes with re-
tirement. Speak to a fi nancial plan-
ner to develop a reasonable estimate 

of your living expenses when you plan 
to retire.

Pay down or avoid debt while 
you can. Retiring with debt is a big 
risk. Try to eliminate all of your debts 
before you retire and, once you have, 
focus your energy on growing your in-
vestments and/or saving money for re-
tirement. 

Start early on retirement sav-
ing. It’s never too early to begin sav-
ing for retirement. Although few 
20-somethings are thinking about re-
tirement, the earlier you begin to in-
vest the more time you have to grow 
your money. Enroll in a retirement 
plan now so you have a larger nest egg 
when you reach retirement age.  

Successful ways to stretch retirement savings
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New York City has to o�er. 

THE ACCESSIBLE
DISPATCH PROGRAM

gives residents and visitors with
disabili�es GREATER ACCESS

to wheelchair accessible taxis.

With pick-up and drop-up available
in  ALL FIVE BOROUGHS,

 Accessible Dispatch allows individuals
 with disabili�es to EXPLORE everything

AACCECCEAAA SSSS
THE CI YTY
ACCESS 
THE CITY
LLIIKEKE NN REVERE
BBEEFFOO
LIKE NEVER
BEFORE!

DOWNLOAD
THE APP!

BOOK
ONLINE

646-599-9999
CALL

www. accessibledispatch.com 

ACCESSIBLE DISPATCH NYC

ELDERCARE TODAY

With Mother’s Day right around 
the corner, I’d like to devote 
this column to my mother, my 

Alzheimer’s hero. As I look back at 
her life, particularly in her role as a 
caregiver for my dad, who had demen-
tia, and, then, at the end as she, her-
self, struggled with the same disease, 
I marvel at how she overcame obsta-
cles at every step along the road.

Mom learned early in the course 
of my father’s disease that caregiving 
was relentless and unforgiving. But 
she faced it with dignity and a lot of 
ingenuity. She used every trick up her 
sleeve when caring for my dad — at a 
time before the resources were widely 
available to dementia caregivers. For 
example, to make sure he didn’t wan-
der out of the house at night, she put 
giant cowbells on the doorknob to en-
sure she’d hear him trying to leave 
even if she was asleep. 

She fi lled their home with his fa-
vorite foods — applesauce, banana 
bread, and oatmeal, although she ate 
none of it herself. Her tiny frame even 
managed — how, I couldn’t tell you — 
to get my father — a giant of a man, 
a professional baseball player in his 
prime — into his wheelchair, then 
into the car, and to his doctor’s ap-
pointments. I tire just writing this.

She also intuitively understood 
technology’s value and its applica-
tion for making their lives easier and 
more comfortable. I remember her 
excitement at discovering something 
she called a “pop-up chair.” With the 
push of a button, the seat lifted, so she 
no longer had to call the local Florida 
police to help her get my father out of 
the chair and into bed.  

“A phenomenal piece of equip-
ment,” she’d say.  

And, as result of her years car-

ing for my father, her own health suf-
fered. But, her heroic care meant that 
dad’s last years with us were as peace-
ful and comfortable as possible. And 
for that, I will be forever grateful.

At the end of her own life she bat-
tled dementia and cancer. Yes, there 
were moments of great sadness and 
pain for the family, but, while she 
was still able, she faced her predica-
ment with humor and grace — giving 
me the courage I needed to be a good 
caregiver for her. 

So, I urge you to refl ect on the care-
giver heroes in your life — on their 
sacrifi ces and triumphs. It may be 
your dad, who’s caring for your mom. 
It may be your best friend who was 
there to listen when you needed some-
one to vent to. Maybe it’s your daugh-
ter or sister who looked after your 
husband so you could go to a movie 
or get your hair cut. Or perhaps it’s 
the social worker who helped you 
through some dark moments by giv-
ing you sound advice and a solid plan 
for moving forward.  

Take a moment to be grateful for 
the hero in your Alzheimer’s jour-
ney and thank them for all they have 
done. Sadly, my mom has passed, but 
if I could, I’d thank her for being the 
hero in my dad’s life and for helping 
me fi nd the strength to be the hero in 
hers.

For more information on Alzheim-
er’s and dementia caregiving, go to 
www.caringkindnyc.org.   

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan

My mother, my 
Alzheimer’s hero

Take a moment to be grateful for the hero in your Alzheimer’s journey and thank them for 
all they have done. Eva-Katalin
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5 Facts You Should 
Know About the Accessible 
Dispatch Program

The Taxi and Limousine 
Commission (TLC)’s Acces-
sible Dispatch program is 
making it easier than ever 
to connect with wheelchair 
accessible taxis in all five 
boroughs. Here are five facts 
you’ll want to know about 
the program, which helps 
individuals with disabilities 
access the city like never be-
fore.

1. The TLC first launched 
the Accessible Dispatch pro-
gram in 2012 with 233 ac-
cessible cabs in Manhattan. 
There are now more than 
2,000 green and yellow wheel-
chair accessible vehicles tak-
ing trips across New York 
City.

2. Service animals are 
permitted in all TLC-licensed 
vehicles. You never have to 
pay extra for a service ani-
mal, or for accessible service 
in a TLC-licensed vehicle.

3. Our dispatch team in-
cludes New Yorkers with 

disabilities, and all of our 
dispatchers are here to help 
you! If you need a ride, call 
646-599-9999, 311, or 711 for 
NY Relay; visit www.acces-
sibledispatch.com; or down-
load the app: Accessible Dis-
patch NYC.

4. The Accessible Dis-
patch NYC app is available 
on both iOS and Android de-
vices. The app is a great way 
to book a trip – you can select 
the right vehicle for you, con-
tact our dispatchers through 
the app, and even track your 
taxi when it’s on the way to 
your pickup.

5. We offer trips in all five 
boroughs! Book your trip to-
day!

You can learn more 
about the Accessible Dis-
patch program at www.
a c c e ssibl e di spat ch .c om , 
and we always welcome 
your feedback! Call us at 
646-599-9999 or email us at 
accessibledispatch@mtm-
inc.net to ask questions 
or give us feedback about 
your trip.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Accessible Dispatch Article – May 2018

Physical activity and proper diet and nutri-
tion can help people age 50 and older main-
tain their physical health. But there are also 

ways aging men and women can preserve brain 
health in an effort to prevent or delay the cogni-
tive decline that affects millions of seniors across 
the globe.

It’s easy to overlook the importance of keeping 
the brain healthy. However, a decline in brain 
function can result in poor concentration, mem-
ory loss, and a host of other issues. Sometimes, by 
the time symptoms present themselves, it may be 
too late to reverse any damage.

Research suggests that a combination of nu-
trition and mental, social, and physical activi-
ties may have a greater impact with regard to 
maintaining and improving brain health than 
any single activity. Harvard Medical School also 
states that volunteering, caring for others, and 
pursuing hobbies may benefit the brains of older 
adults.

A study published in the Archives of Gen-
eral Psychiatry found participants who reported 
higher levels of purpose in life exhibited superior 
cognitive function despite the accumulation of 
abnormal protein depositions (amyloid plaques 
and neurofibrillary tangles) in the brain, a hall-
mark of Alzheimer’s disease. Having a purpose 
also may help those who do not have Alzheimer’s 
disease.

In addition to the suggestions mentioned 
above, those who want to boost brain health can 

consider these strategies:
Start exercising the brain early on. A study 

published in 2012 in the British Medical Journal 
examined cognitive function in people ages 45 to 
70. Researchers found evidence of cognitive de-
cline in the 45-year-old participants as well as 

the older participants. It’s never too early to put a 
brain health plan into motion.

Read more books. Reading can open indi-
viduals up to new vocabulary and scenarios that 
promote a stronger brain and recall ability. En-
rolling in an education course at a local college, 
community center, or online also may be benefi-
cial.

Hit the gym. Several studies suggest an as-
sociation between physical activity and reduced 
risk of cognitive decline. This could be because 
exercise elevates heart rate, which pumps more 
blood to the brain and body.

Supplement with DHA. DHA is an omega-3 
fatty acid that is dominant in the brain. Adhere 
to a Mediterranean diet, which is generally high 
in natural sources of omega-3, including  fish and 
mono-unsaturated fats from olives, olive oil, nuts, 
and seeds. Supplements also may help, but indi-
viduals should consult their doctors about which 
products to take.

Challenge the mind. Men and women can 
engage in challenging activities that stray from 
their routines. Puzzles, strategic games, jig-
saw puzzles, or difficult hobbies can benefit the 
brain.

Keep a close-knit group of friends. Regular 
conversation and social interaction is a key com-
ponent of any brain health wellness plan.

Slowing cognitive decline and promoting 
greater brain health should be a priority for 
adults of all ages.  

How seniors can preserve their brains
ELDERCARE TODAY

Doing jigsaw and crossword puzzles can keep the brain 
sharp.
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
The estimated population of seniors age 60 and up 
exceeds 61 million — and is growing. By 2040, this 
segment is expected to reach 82 million. This growth 
is being described as a silver tsunami. And the star-
tling statistic defi ning this aging population: Accord-
ing to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 
37 percent of Americans 60 and older are obese. This 
is changing the face of long-term care in this coun-
try.  

The needs of obese seniors are more complex 
than for the rest of the senior population. They re-
quire larger, stronger, and more costly medical 
equipment and more staff to attend to them. A wheel-
chair for an obese patient needs to be larger to ac-
commodate more heft, shower chairs and bedside 
commodes must be made of stronger material, and 
many patients require motorized lifts to assist in 
moving them.

Routine medical devices must be redesigned 
in consideration of the physical characteristics of 
added weight. Medical staff need longer intramus-
cular needles designed to pierce thicker layers of fat 
to reach muscles and blood vessels. Blood pressure 
cuffs must be larger and wider to monitor vital sta-
tistics.  

All these devices are expensive. An extra-wide 
walker can cost up to $350 compared to the cost of 
an average walker that costs under $100. A bariat-
ric wheelchair can cost close to $2,000; an extra wide 
bed, $5,000. In fact, the medical costs for people who 
are obese are at least $1,429 higher than for those of 
normal weight.

Equipment is not the only factor in this higher 

cost. While one staff member can usually handle 
the average-sized patient, an obese person usually 
requires at least two and sometimes three aides to 
transfer him. Bed-bound overweight patients might 
take as long as an hour to dress and bath, and the 
aides require additional training to operate special-
ized equipment like motorized Hoyer lifts and other 
equipment. 

Obesity is defi ned by a person’s body mass index, 
which is a ratio of the body’s weight to height. The 
National Institute of Health considers a person with 
a body mass index of 30 or more to be obese; if it ex-
ceeds 40 (approximately 100 pounds overweight) the 
person is categorized as morbidly obese. 

The growing trend in obesity among seniors is 
having a large impact on assisted living and nursing 
homes. Some older nursing homes must widen door-
frames to accommodate larger wheelchairs and gur-
neys, and must add new plumbing to fi t extra-strong 
toilets. Some nursing homes are designing special 

bariatric units to accommodate the needs of these 
patients. And some offer a special rehab program 
that includes exercise and fi tness activities, social 
work counseling, and special dietary meals.  

Families looking for a nursing home or assisted 
living facility for an excessively overweight parent 
should carefully research their options. Always ask 
if the facility supplies special bariatric equipment. 
This includes larger wheelchairs, wider beds, and 
electrical Hoyer lifts. Be sure that staff is special 
trained in transferring obese individuals. This will 
cut down on possibly dangerous accidents.  

Obese seniors need larger living spaces to ac-
commodate their size. Check that the doors on the 
room and bathrooms are wider, and there is ade-
quate space between beds and other furniture. Ask 
the staff if they offer modifi ed activities for larger 
patients. Some facilities include swimming pools 
where obese patients can move more freely.

Obesity is redrawing the common perception of 
old age: the image of the slight nursing home resi-
dent is being replaced by the obese senior. And this 
new population trend is impacting the needs of long-
term care facilities. These homes must provide spe-
cial, more expensive equipment, more staff, and 
additional staff training to accommodate the most 
overweight residents. All this will tax the already 
under funded social services and cause greater chal-
lenges to care for aging seniors.  

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care advisor, advo-
cate, and founder of ElderCareGiving, a service that 
helps families make diffi cult care decision for aging 
loved ones. For more information, visit www.joanna-
leefer.com.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Obese seniors challenge long-term care services

Obese seniors require larger, stronger, and more costly medi-
cal equipment and more staff to attend to them. FredFroese
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1-917-246-2888.
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Nepali quake victims’ stay in US extended
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
U. S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-

Flushing) and House Demo-
cratic Caucus Chairman Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
called the Department of 
Homeland Security’s decision 
to end the temporary pro-
tected status designation for 
Nepali immigrants “heartless 
and senseless”  in a joint state-
ment.

“They are abandoning 
nearly 9,000 Nepalese citizens 
who have found safety and sta-
bility in our country,” the elect-
ed officials said in a joint statement.

The April 26 announce-
ment came a day after the 
deadline by which DHS was to 
determine if it would extend or 
terminate TPS for the nearly 
9,000 Nepali immigrants who 
were allowed into the coun-
try after surviving two earth-
quakes in Nepal on April 25, 
2015 and May 12, 2015. 

The expiration date for the 
TPS-holders, however, will be 
extended for 12 months. 

Nepali TPS holders would 
have originally been expected 
to leave the country June 24 of 

this year, but DHS wanted the 
transition out of the United 
States to be smooth for the im-
migrants.

“The decision to terminate 
TPS for Nepal was made after 
a review of the environmental 
disaster-related conditions 
upon which the country’s orig-
inal designation was based 
and an assessment of whether 
those originating conditions 
continue to exist as required 
by statute,” said Secretary of 
Homeland Security Kirstjen 
Nielsen. 

Many Nepali individuals 
live in Jackson Heights, Ridge-
wood, Sunnyside, and Wood-
side and are restaurateurs, 
according to real estate maga-
zine brickunderground.com.

“Nepalese citizens are not a 
threat but an asset to America, 
and they should be allowed to 
stay here,” the officials said. 
“This decision just further 
reinforces President Trump’s 
anti-immigrant agenda and 
disregard for America’s val-
ues.”

The southeast Asian coun-
try is in the Himalayan moun-
tain range and in April 2015 

it was struck by a 7.8 magni-
tude earthquake, which was 
followed by a 7.3 magnitude 
earthquake 17 days later, ac-
cording to the Mayor’s office 

of Immigrant Affairs.
The earthquakes trig-

gered landslides, collapsed 
buildings, and left hundreds 
of thousands of Nepali people 

without shelter, medicine or 
food, according to Oxfam, a 
global organization that tack-
les poverty. 

Representatives of Oxfam 
have slowly been trying to 
build new latrines, install wa-
ter systems and provide shel-
ter for the Nepali people that 
are already displaced. 

Weeks ahead of the DHS 
decision, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
sent a letter to Nielsen and 
Acting Secretary of State John 
Sullivan calling for a Decem-
ber 2019 extension for the Ne-
pali TPS holders.

“Conditions in Nepal have 
not improved enough for the 
nation to reabsorb individu-
als who currently hold TPS 
status,” de Blasio said. “I urge 
you to recognize the extraor-
dinary hardships caused by 
the country’s still incomplete 
recovery and extend Nepal’s 
TPS designation for an addi-
tional 18 months.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

The Department of Homeland Security will extend temporary protected 
status to Nepali designees for 12 months.  Photo by Damian Dovarganes/AP

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Icy shavings fly everywhere as the 
cameras flash. It’s not a hockey game, 
it’s the filming of an interesting new 
video series called “How to Make It” 
(now on YouTube), which comes to 
viewers from popular dining and food 
guide Eater.

The show gets hands-on with some 
of the craziest alternative jobs in the 
food world. During the first episode, 

host Katie Pickens from Food Net-
work’s “Iron Chef” trades her normal 
utensils for a chainsaw as she gets 
schooled in extreme ice sculpting at 
Okamoto Studio Custom Ice, located 
at 35-03 31st St. in Long Island City.

Showing no fear, she gets crack-
ing — literally — on an icy mystery 
project, and after powering through a 
large block, ends up with something 
unexpected. Her teacher is master ice 
sculptor Shintaro Okamoto, the stu-

dio’s founder and creative director.
“We recently collaborated with 

Eater and I showed the host how to 
carve a decorative ice bowl as a way of 
looking deep into the art of ice carv-
ing,” Long Island City’s iceman said. 
“It’s a great joy to have our studio in 
New York City, where many media 
outlets visit us to share [our work] 
with the widest of audiences.” 

Okamoto, a longtime Astoria/LIC 
resident, said he’s excited about work-

ing with top tastemakers from every 
industry and noted that, while his stu-
dio’s main clientele tends be concen-
trated in Manhattan, his team has en-
joyed working on numerous projects for 
borough-wide events and celebrations 
in Queens. Orders are often received 
from catering halls and private clubs. 
The studio also connects with clients 
from other states and even overseas — 
from Japan, Europe and beyond.

TimesLedger, May 4-10, 2018

THE 

ICE MAN 
COMETH

WESTERN QUEENS RESIDENT CARVES HIS WAY TO THE TOP

SUDOKU 40 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 46 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 46 

Shintaro Okamoto carves spectacular ice sculptures 
for his clients' events and celebrations at his 2,500 
square foot studio in Long Island City. 

Photo by Andrew Ross

Continued on Page 44
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Answers in Sports

HAIR: The American Tribal Love-Rock 
Musical — Let the sunshine in. It’s 1968 on 
the Lower East Side of New York City and the 
youth of America struggle to understand 
themselves in a nation corrupted by 
oppression, freed, and senseless brutality. 
Join them as they rebel against the status 
quo, speak out for civil rights, aid in the 
war of resistance and enlist in the sexual 
revolution.
When: Friday, May 4, at 4 p.m.; Saturday, May 5, 
at 7 p.,.; Sunday, May 6, at 3 p.m.; Tuesday, May 8, 
at 12 p.m.; Thursday, May 10, at 12 p.m. 
Where: York College Performing Arts Center
Cost: $10; $7 for students
Contact: (718) 262-2840

Death of a Salesman — The center of the 
play is Willy Loman, an aging salesman who’s 
been fi red from his job. Through fl ashbacks, 
we discover how Willy is unsatisfi ed with 
his life, which includes a less-than-perfect 
marriage to his wife, the inability of his sons 
to carve successful careers for themselves 
and his own ability to achieve the kind of 

success he had dreamed of. The struggles and 
tensions between Willy and his family makes 
for riveting and unforgettable drama. 
When: Friday, May 4, at 8 p.m.; Saturday May 
5, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, May 6, at 2 p.m.
Where: Theatre Box
Cost: $17 for adults; $12 for seniors 65 and 
older; $7 for children 18 and under
Contact: (516) 900-2031

Shiny Angles In Angular Time — “Shiny Angles 
In Angular Time” constructs a “black box” of sorts 
within the Chocolate Factory’s white industrial 
space and proceeds to subvert its conventions, 
unfolding via a series of durational, live and 
videotaped actions, both virtuosic and fanciful.
When: Friday, May 4, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, May 
5, at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.chocolatefactorytheater.org/
melinda-ring-renee-archibald-shiny-angles-
in-angular-time/
 

For more Theater Listings, 
visit us at: TIMESLEDGER.COM
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A perfect gift for Mom! FAST email delivery! 
Order online at BensDeli.net. 

eGIFT
CARDS 

Party Platter Plus for 10   $169.90
�������	
�����������	������$399.80

MORE CATERING OPTIONS AT BENSDELI.NET

MOTHER’S DAY 
SUNDAY
BRUNCH
$19.99

�������������������!�"�##����$��%&��'�
REGULAR MENU ALSO AVAILABLE ALL DAY

CATERING
FOR EVERYONE

Visit BensDeli.net for menu details 
or view in-store menu.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

They crossed over the 
Queensboro Bridge from 
the World’s Borough 
bearing gifts. 

Their destination? 
New York City’s center 
for urban folk culture, 
City Lore Gallery, lo-
cated at 56 E 1st St. on 
Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side. 

The 10 Queens-based 
artists who made the trek 
to Manhattan are excited 
about sharing a variety 
of unique “gifts’ from 
their homelands with the 
public, as are the other 21 
creatives from New York 
City’s immigrant com-
munities. Representing 
25 countries, these mu-
sicians, poets, dancers, 
chefs, and storytellers 
are all participants in a 
special exhibition spot-
lighting their contribu-
tions, called What We 
Bring: New Immigrant 

Gifts, on view through 
Sept. 16.

“There are precious 
objects, texts, ingredi-
ents, tools and musical 
instruments that origi-
nated in their home coun-

tries – many (or all) that 
have now become part 
of the American patch-
work,” said Manhattan 
resident and local advo-
cate Carol Klenfner, who 
enjoyed the exhibit and 

wanted to let TimesLedg-
er readers know about it.

“City Lore is commit-
ted to the idea that all cul-
tures matter, especially 
in this city that has been 
defined by waves of new 

immigrants,” said Steve 
Zeitlin, founder and co-
curator of City Lore. “I 
wanted to remind our 
city and our nation of the 
cultural gifts that immi-
grants bring, focusing on 

groups who came to this 
country during the past 
50 years as a result the 
immigration reform act 
put into law in 1968. 

“That is the impetus 
behind What We Bring: 
New Immigrant Gifts, 
an exhibit both of photo-
graphs and the precious 
objects brought by immi-
grants, who are also New 
York City-based artists, 
when they first came to 
America.”

Each of the artists 
has enriched our city, 
and each has a fascinat-
ing story to share. A cou-
ple of local creatives are 
highlighted here.

Indian dancer Malini 
Srinivasan from Sunny-
side will feature a pair of 
leather ankle bells from 
India in the exhibit. 

“This is a symbol 
of the dance [Bhara-
tanatyam] that me, my 
(late) mom and my (late) 

Art exhibition showcases exotic “gifts”
Manhattan gallery features immigrant artists from Queens and a piece of their homeland

Continued on Page 46

A new exhibit at City Lore Gallery on the Lower East Side, highlights the “Gifts” brought by 31 noted immigrant artists 
who enrich our city, where 60 percent of the population are immigrants or children of immigrants. The artists – from 25 
countries – are all New York City residents, 10 of whom are from Queens. Photo by Tom Pich

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY!

Ira & Isabella’s Jewish Italian Wedding

“Dysfunction and 
chaos at its best!”

Friday, May 4
7:30 pm

For Tickets or Information:

1-888-97-LAUGH (52844)

BY ESTHER ANIMALU

The Gingerbread Play-
ers performed a spring 
musical to tell the iconic 
story of Louisa May Al-
cott’s “Little Women.”

A musical re-enact-
ment, which utilizes 
iconic songs, anthems 
and Civil War ballads 
from the 19th century, 
“Little Women” wowed 
audiences at St. Luke’s 
Church, located at 85 
Greenway South in For-
est Hills, during its run 
from April 21 through 
April 29.

“The arts enrich every 
aspect of our lives. It also 
serves as a break from 
the real world. It allows 
both youths and adults to 
connect to the stories of 
characters from another 
era and apply new les-
sons into their everyday 
lives,” production Direc-
tor Louise Guinther said. 
“The Gingerbread Play-
ers is a nourishing acting 
group that allows youths 
to be on an equal footing 
as adults, and gain new 

cultural and theatrical 
experiences as a whole. 
The Gingerbread Play-
ers continue to grow into 
community involvement 
as well. We are like a 
family.” 

“Little Women” mir-
rors the lives of the four 
March sisters. The story 
conveys their subsequent 
transition from child-
hood to womanhood. The 
story also reflects the 
personal relationships 
between the author and 
her sisters, reflecting 
many of the challenges, 
economic hardships and 
dreams that many Amer-
icans face today, 

“Little Women” cen-
tralizes on how the char-
acters strive to embody 
their values of kindness 
and tolerance in a coun-
try ravaged by municipal 
and racial unrest. 

“‘Little Women’ is an 
ensemble piece that al-
lows performers to take 
on a role and connect to 
their character. Although 
the classic story occurred 
during the Civil War, this 

particular piece is very 
relevant to our time to-
day,” Guinther said. “We 
are still battling many 
racial and political is-
sues within our country, 
which allows the musical 
of ‘Little Women’ to reso-
nate to the audience even 
more.”

Cast members of the 
musical production in-

clude: Shannon O’Rourke 
(Jo), Jordana Keller 
(Meg), Jessie Fairbanks 
(Beth) and Madeleine 
Epstein and Grace Reyn-
olds, who portray Amy at 
various stages in her life. 
Also starring in the pro-
duction are Alexander 
Inagamov and Ludovic 
Coutaud play Laurie and 
John Brooke, respective-

ly. Other Gingerbread 
stalwarts lending their 
talents are Lauren Sny-
der Butler as Marmee, 
Jim Chamberlain as Mr. 
March, Liz Reynolds as 
Hannah, David Fried-
man as Prof. Bhaer, An-
drew Dinan as Mr. Lau-
rence, Louise Foisy as 
Aunt March and Joanna 
Guinther as Narrator Jo.

“I have been acting 
since I was 10 years old 
and theater is very im-
portant in my life. The-
ater allows me to escape 
from the real world, it 
gives me the confidence 
to perform while also 
putting myself in the 
shoes of another person,” 
O’Rourke said. “By tak-
ing on the role of each 
character that I have 
played, I am able to see 
through different per-
spectives, which allows 
me to gain new insights. 
For the role as Jo, al-
though she cares for her 
family, she is also seen 
as an outcast. Taking on 
this role has broadened 
my viewpoints of society 
and has allowed me to 
step outside my comfort 
zone.”

The Gingerbread Play-
ers have been cultivating 
family-friendly theat-
rical performances in 
Queens since their estab-
lishment in 1971. Many 
performers — past and 
present — have credited 

“Little Women” brings musical twist to a classic tale

Shannon O’Rourke stars as Jo and Jessie Fairbanks stars as Beth. 
 Photo courtesy of Louise Guinther

Continued on Page 46
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Mother’s Day Brunch Buffet
COME ENJOY A FANTASTIC & DELECTABLE BRUNCH BUFFET 

STARRING ALL OF YOUR BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 
FAVORITES & MUCH MORE! 

 THIS BRUNCH INCLUDES:
Delicious Breakfast Items

Made To Order Omelet Station

Assorted Baked Breads & Pastries

Fresh Salads 

Gourmet Main Dishes 

Succulent Carving Station

Tasty Sides

Sweet Desserts

Soft Drinks &Juices 

Regular & Decaffeinated Coffee & Tea

FREE PARKING & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Mother’s Day 5/13
12:00 - 2:00PM (RESERVATION REQUIRED)

$45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY - KIDS UNDER 10 YRS, HALF PRICE
Price includes 1 alcoholic house beverage. Menu subject to change without notice.

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst

For reservations or more information call 718.457.6300 Ext.4939

JOIN US ON 
Father’s Day, Sunday 6/17
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The Andrean Players
present

Broadway in Your Backyard!

SCHEDULE:
Friday, May 11, 8pm

Saturday, May 12, 8pm

Friday, May 18, 8pm

Saturday, May 19, 2pm & 8pm

Sunday, May 20, 3pm

TICKETS:
Adults  $18

Children / Seniors $15
To purchase tickets and 

reserve by telephone, 
please call 718.886.9705

GROUP SALES: 
Call 718.886.9705

andreanplayers.com
All Performances at Andrean Hall, St. Andrew’s Church

Entrance on corner of 157th Street and Northern Blvd.  |  Flushing, New York

Using traditional hand 
tool craftsmanship — vee 
chisels and hand saws — 
and certain power tools, 
Okamoto and his team 
spend long hours sawing, 
carving, and etching as 
they create eye-catching, 
custom-made, handcraft-
ed, crystal-clear works 
of art — from delicate ice 
wares to life-like sculp-
tures to live performance 
carvings — for corpo-
rate, private, and non-
profit clients. Since 2003, 
the innovative studio has 
produced amazing in-
stallations, which have 
graced weddings and Bar 
Mitzvahs, cocktail bars 
and film premieres, as 
well as galas and fashion 
shows, including New 
York Fashion Week.

The studio collabo-
rates on a variety of 
unique projects that 
have put smiles on peo-
ple’s faces. You may have 
seen their towering ice 
heart sculpture in Union 
Square a while back.

“We carved a nine-
foot-tall, life-size African 

elephant in Union Square 
for World Elephant Day, 
and have worked with 
Central Park Conser-
vancy to create a series 
of sculpture replicas 
within the park for their 
annual Ice Festival,” said 
Okamoto.

A couple of winters 
ago, his ice men arrived 
at Barneys New York and 
transformed the store’s 
show windows into a ful-
ly operational ice carv-
ing studio during the 
holiday season, creating 
dazzling ice sculptures 
that wowed shoppers and 
passersby.

Onlookers were in-
trigued after Al Roker’s 
bespectacled ice bust 
— carved on site — was 
revealed during NBC’s 
“Today Show” last Feb-
ruary, when Queens’ ice 
sculptor extraordinaire 
showed off his art with 
the public outside Rock-
efeller Plaza. Okamoto 
said sharing his art with 
people is his favorite 
thing to do.

It takes someone 
who possesses a strong 
creative streak to make 
ice magic happen, and 
Okamoto enjoys work-
ing with kindred spirits 

to transform chunks 
of plain ice into mind-
blowing art. He said that, 
while his diverse team of 
contract artists from all 
backgrounds must have 
“a confident relation-
ship with the tools,” the 
most important skills 
and qualities he looks 
for include “an ability to 
listen and a willingness 
to learn, combined with 
a considerate and collab-
orative attitude.” 

“We enjoy our work, 
as it is challenging, re-
warding, beautiful, and 
humbling,” he said.

Okamoto founded his 

business with his late fa-
ther, Takeo in 2003, when 
they opened their first 
space near Long Island 
City’s Noguchi Museum. 
In 2009, they moved to 
their current 2500-square 
foot space — complete 
with walk-in freezers, 
production floor, and 
design office — which is 
a stone’s throw from the 
36th Avenue subway sta-
tion in Astoria. 

“My father was a mas-
ter ice sculptor, and I was 
drawing and painting 
until we decided to start 
the ice sculpture busi-
ness,” Okamoto said. 

“New York City’s events 
industry is robust and 
innovative, ever-hungry 
for something new and 
creative, and we felt con-
fident we can offer the 
most unique products.” 

From the first sketch 
to the final cut and pre-
sentation, Okamoto Stu-
dio fulfills their clients’ 
needs and vision, trans-
lating their desires into 
the language of form, 
light, and evanescence.

“Once the design is fi-
nalized, it is posted to the 
production floor. Then the 
artist takes the design, 
studies its form, plans the 

amount of ice needed, and 
cuts the ice with a chain-
saw to begin,” Okamoto 
said, describing the labor-
intensive carving process. 
“No matter how big or 
small, about sixty percent 
of work is first done with 
an electric chain saw. We 
then refine the shape with 
chisels and finalize the 
details with die grinders 
of different bits.”

He said there is no av-
erage carving time on a 
particular project, as the 
design scale is different 
for each creation. But time 
does become a factor.

“Much of what we do 
is done outside the freez-
er where the ice is slow-
ly, but surely, melting,” 
Okamoto said. “We have 
to be mindful of the time 
passing and we must 
commit to its completion 
without breaking, once 
started.” 

Queens’ dynamic ice 
man pointed out that his 
favorite creations are 
the public installations, 
where he and his crew 
get to show the process 
of carving “to the most 
unassuming people, and 
make them smile, won-
der, and appreciate what 
we do every day.”

Continued from Page 39 

Ice Man

Okamoto carves this block of ice into art. Photo by Andrew Ross
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 4-10, 2018

By Pete Canty

For the Birds
Across
1. Taverns
5. Football helmet 
component
10. Proper partner?
14. Island feast
15. "A League of 
____ Own"
16. First-rate
17. Suffix with 
psych-
18. Highly 
decorated troop 
member
20. Theories
22. Literature 
Nobelist Hermann
23. Guitarist 
Clapton
24. Turned away
26. Classified 
narrowl
30. Feudal 
superiors
31. Takes a turn
32. Tack on
35. Is in the red
36. Boston NBAers
38. Sheltered, at sea
39. Route
40. Irritated
41. Peruvian beast
42. Major 
transgression
45. Fishy groups
49. Proper follower
50. Not rural
51. Attacked
55. Evidence 
of excitement, 
perhaps

58. Well-behaved
59. Pinnacle
60. Sacajawea's 
craft
61. Challenging
62. CSA soldiers
63. Oafs
64. Not that

Down
1. Voting group
2. Grand Theft 
____
3. Game delay 
cause
4. Follows in office
5. Intervene
6. Primative roof 
material
7. Rules, for short
8. Feel sick

9. Historic opening?
10. Indiana player
11. Resting place
12. Lavatory sign
13. Doles (out)
19. Loses hair
21. Cupid, to the 
Greeks
24. Loads
25. Flying 
formations
26. Snow remover
27. Early caucus 
state
28. Earl ____ tea
29. Made eyes at
32. "Poor me!"
33. Actress Moore
34. College bigwig
36. Naughty child's 
present
37. Blunders

38. From dusk til 
dawn, say
40. British biscuit
41. Glorify
43. Like two peas 
____
44. Creaks and 
squeaks, e.g.
45. Darling
46. "Time in a 
Bottle" singer
47. Cold War threat
48. Caravan stops
51. K-P connection
52. Rain man?
53. Actress Spelling
54. Gambler's 
concern
56. Email add-on, 
abbr.
57. "Friendly skies" 
co.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SOME OF THE BEST
A B U T S C A L A A M P S
T U N E A U R I C T O R O
M M I C U R I N E O N I N

S C H I N D L E R S L I S T
C R Y R A Y A L C O A
L U C R E M A L L A N G
O S L O D A I L I E S
T H E S O U N D O F M U S I C

E M A N A T E E L S E
F A T A L A S S T O O D
A T E I N U S E U T E
T H E K I N G S S P E E C H
C O H O U L N A E T H E N
A M E N F E I G N N E R O
T E E S F E T E D A R M S

their real-world skills to 
the theater company.  

“Numerous actors 
and actresses have at-
tributed their rise in 
confidence to their ex-

periences within the 
Gingerbread Players,” 
Guinther said. “Because 
of their participations 
in our performances, 
it gave them the confi-
dence to address meet-
ings, start conversations 
and give speeches. This 
organization allows both 

youths and adults to ob-
tain real-world skills 
that are not only limited 
in the world of theatre.” 

Reach reporter Esther 
Animalu by e-mail at 
eanimalu@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4574.

Continued from Page 42 

Women

grandma all practiced. 
It is this object that con-
nects the dancer with the 
rhythm and music,” she 
said. “When I practice 
my art, people see me as 
an individual practicing 
a beautiful dance form. 
But I feel like my work 
has so much to do with 
what my mother and 
grandmother brought 
with them as teachers 
and as people. This ex-
hibit puts my art practice 
into the bigger context of 
my family history and 
this country’s history.”

Queens-based Indo-
Guyanese dancer Pritha 
Singh, shared her “gift” of 
mala prayer beads. While 
mala beads have tradition-

ally been used in prayer 
and meditation, anyone 
can adorn their bodies 
with these beautiful piec-
es, which are thought to 
protect and guide people 
in their daily lives.

Mexican educator, 
musician and dancer 
Paula Sanchez-Kucukoz-
er, from Bayside, brought 
a Day of the Dead paper 
mache skull.

“I specialize in Mexi-
can folk traditions, par-
ticularly son jarocho, a 
style of music and dance 
mainly from the state 
of Veracruz in the Gulf 
of Mexico,” Sanchez-
Kucukozer said. “Son ja-
rocho represents a blend 
of musical and cultural 
elements of indigenous 
Spanish and African ori-
gins. I organize monthly 
and annual events that 
educate and entertain au-

diences on this folk art.”
Describing Queens’ 

arts community, San-
chez-Kucukozer said she 
believes it is “the most 
incredibly inspiring and 
creative community in 
New York City.”

“With so many cul-
tures sharing their tradi-
tions, with so many artists 
of different backgrounds 
expressing themselves in 
so many different artistic 
styles, and with so many 
organizations and groups 
supporting artistic work, 
Queens is a fantastic 
place to explore art and 
thrive. It is indeed a com-
munity that I am proud to 
be but a small part of it,” 
she said.

The exhibit is free to 
attend and open for view-
ing Fridays from 2 p.m. to 
6 p.m. and on weekends 
from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Continued from Page 41 

Exibit

FILM

Ghost in the Shell — This 
live-action remake of Mamoru 
Oshii’s legendary anime stars 
Scarlett Johannson as Major, a 
human who is cyber-enhanced 
to be a perfect soldier devoted 
to stopping the world’s most 
dangerous criminals. In the 

near future, with terrorism 
reaching a new level with 
“mind-jacking” — the ability 
to remote control another 
person’s thoughts and 
actions — Major is uniquely 
qualifi ed to stop it. But when 
she discovers that her life was 
stolen instead of saved, Major 
will stop at nothing to recover 
her past while punishing those 

responsible.
When: Friday, May 4, at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Muppets Heroic Sci-Fi 
Spectacular — A special 
compilation of great Muppet 
moments revolving around 
the worlds of science fi ction, 
fantasy, action heroes, and 
horror movies. Packed with 
guest stars and familiar 
characters, the Muppets put 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in 

Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 48

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

APPETIZERS
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $9.95
Dozen Baked Clams - $13.95

Mussels, White or Red - $11.95
Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

ENTREES
Chicken: Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese, or 

Rollatini - $16.95

Chicken Melissa: Sautéed chicken 
breast, spinach, roasted pepper, and fresh 

mozzarella in a sherry sauce - $17.95

Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - 
$17.95

Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet 
topped with ricotta and eggplant, served 

Parmigiana style - $17.95

Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95

PASTA
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed 

Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95

Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti 
and Meatballs - $14.95

Penne Soprano - Penne with meat sauce 
and topped with fresh mozzarella - $15.95

Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken 
Parmigiana - $17.95

SEAFOOD
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 

or Fra Diavolo - $17.25

Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a 
lemon, butter, and white wine sauce served 

over linguini - $19.95

Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed with 
muchsrooms and fresh mozzarella in Marsala 

sauce over linguini - $19.95

Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, 
clams, calamari, and mussels marechiara 

- $23.95

JOIN US FOR

Mother’s Day
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

DESSERT
Cheese Cake - $6.25

Tartufo - $6.25

Truffl es - $6.25
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Sunday, May 13th, 2018   Seatings at:  1:00pm & 4:00pm

UPON ARRIVAL: TUSCAN ANTIPASTO TABLE 
Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Red Peppers 
Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata / Fresh Housemade Focaccia

Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina / Olive Medley / Bruschetta / Crostini
Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella / Cannellini Bean Salad 

 YOUR BUFFET STARTS WITH
Fresh Garden salad Cucumbers / Tomato / Balsamic

Baby Arugula Salad roasted yellow peppers / citrus vinaigrette
Ceasar Salad / romaine / shaved parmigiano / croutons
housemade Focaccia bread/ butter / Hot Dinner Rolls

COLD SEAFOOD DISPLAY
Shrimp Cocktail // horseradish sauce

Smoked Salmon // capers, red onions, scallions
Venetian Seafood Salad // calamari, bay scallops, citrus, parsley

CARVING STATION, *** gravies / sauces / condiments
Herb roasted Tri Tip Steak ‘au jus’ & Slow Roasted Turkey Breast   

BUFFET
Filet of Sole ‘Livornese’ / olives, capers, spicy pomodoro

Chicken Marsala / Mushrooms & Rosemary
Penne Alla Vodka / Roast Shallots, Cream & Tomato

Cavatelli Bolognese / classic meat sauce
Baked Eggplant Rotolo / Ricotta, Mozzarella & Pomodoro

Herb Roasted Yukon Gold Potatoes // SPRING Vegetables 

‘DOLCI PER LA MAMMA’ DESSERT TABLE
Cannoli / Brownies / Pastries / Chocolate Fondue / Coconut Chocolate Mousse/ Strawberry Shortcake

HOUSE BAKED COOKIES & BISCOTTI & FRESH FRUIT

Adults : $5995 per person +sales tax // Children (12 yrs and under) : $3500 per child + tax
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS:  718-224-8787

DOUGLASTON MANOR
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston

Happy Mother’s Day
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CALL 
TODAY!

 for our annual mother’s day sunday brunch 
at manhasset bay / seatings beginning at noon - space is limited - reserve today

 and  menu is also available

BRUNCH
516.944.7900 / 10 Matinecock Avenue / Port Washington, New York / at the manhasset bay marina / visit us online at www.LamMottas.net

their own silly spin on genre 
classics. You will believe a pig 
can fl y…but don’t count on it. 
When: Saturday, May 5, and 
Sunday, May 6, at 11 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Yoga — Get ready to challenge 
yourself with a yoga session to 
both strengthen and relax the 
mind and body.
When: Friday, May 4, from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m.
Where: Little Bay Park
Cost: Free 
Contact: (718) 352-4793 

Non (Teach Me How to 
Dance) — An invitation to 
anonymously move with 
artist Julian Phillips and other 
participants for however long 
you’d like. Explore movement 
and discuss how we relate our 
bodies and attached identities. 
When: Friday, May 4, from 7 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: Queens College 

Annual Spring Concert 
— Audiences will hear 
performances by all three of 
Prep’s bands, including their 
Concert Band. Students from 
St. Luke’s, St. Gregory’s, Sacred 
Heart Catholic Academy, Notre 
Dame Catholice Academy and 
PS 115 will perform with the 
concert band. There will also 
be performances by the Prep 
Chorus and Chamber Choir. 
When: Friday, May 4, at 7:45 p.m.
Where: St. Francis Prep
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 423-8810 x255

Ridgewood Reservoir 
Community Tours — Stop by to 
explore this incredible natural 
resource in the heart of New 
York City.
When: Saturday, May 5, and 
Sunday, May 6, from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m.
Where: Ridgewood Reservoir
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 656-2984 

Learn to Ride — Bring a bike, 
a child and a helmet for this 
fun event. Show your kids, 
ages 5 or older, how to ride a 
two-wheeler.
When: Saturday, May 5, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Jackson Pond 
Playground in Forest Park 
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 393-7370

Sacred Sites Open House — 
The Church of the Resurrection 
will be participating in the 
annual event.
When: Saturday, May 5, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: 85-09 118th St.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 847-2649

Hands On History: Make a 
Scented Sachet — Come make 
a fl oral scented sachet like the 
ones worn and used 200 years 

ago. You will also learn about 
perfume lockets and popular 
scents of the time, including 
what George Washington put in 
his cologne.
When: Saturday, May 5, from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: King Manor Museum
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545 

Jane’s Walk — Join architects 
for a walk back through time, 
starting with the mid-century 
modern Rail Road Station 
House at Douglaston Village. 

When: Saturday, May 5, at 2 
p.m.
Where: Meet at the 
Douglaston Village Plaza
Contact: (718) - 225-4403

Flushing Cemetery Walking 
Tour — Local historian James 
Driscoll and horticultural 
specialists Fred Gerber 
and Chuck Wade lead an 
informative tour highlighting 
key fi gures and features of this 
park-like burial ground.
When: Saturday, May 5, from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

Where: Flushing Cemetery
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 939-0647

Clint Holmes: Rendezvous 
— Backed up by the Diva 
Jazz Orchestra, Clint Holmes 
dazzles the audience with his 
vast repertoire of all genres 
of music
When: Sunday, May 6, at 3 
p.m.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 
Bayside
Cost: $29-$45
Contact: (718) 631-6311 

Gather Around The 
Campfi re — Join around 
a roaring campfi re for an 
evening of s’mores, games, 
and storytelling. To register, 
visit  www.nycgovparks.org/
reg/rangers .
When: Sunday, May 6, from 7 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: Rockaway Beach
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Fitness Walk — Join the 
self-guided fi tness walking 
program from the Fort Totten 
gate onto Joe Michaels Mile 
and back — approximately two 
miles. For adults only.
When: Tuesday, May 8, and 
Thursday, May 10, from 9 a.m. 
to 10 a.m.
Where: Rockaway Beach
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Continued from Page 46 

Arts

Get ready to challenge yourself with a yoga session in the great outdoors at Little Bay Park.
 Photo by Michael Shain
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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portunity to bring good jobs, 
affordable homes, open space 
and improved public transit 
to western Queens,” NYCEDC 
President and CEO James 
Patchett said. “We look for-
ward to working closely with 
Amtrak, the Sunnyside Yard 
Steering Committee and com-
munity leaders to deliver 
this transformational invest-
ment.”

The Steering Committee 

will represent the neighbor-
hoods surrounding the Yard 
which includes Long Island 
City, Sunnyside and Astoria. 
Notable community leaders 
include April Simpson, the 
president of the Queensbridge 
Houses Tenants Association; 
Dr. Gail Mellow, the president 
of LaGuardia Community 
College;  Community Board 2 
Chairwoman Denise Keehan-
Smith; and Elizabeth Lusskin, 
the president of the Long Is-
land City Partnership.

“Sunnyside Yard is an 
untapped resource, situated 

within and across LIC, the 
geographic center of New York 
City,” Lusskin said. “The yard 
has great potential as a re-
gional and locally significant 
transportation hub. This plan-
ning effort provides an oppor-
tunity to provide employment, 
recreational, educational and 
housing prospects for the next 
century for the people of Sun-
nyside, LIC, the borough of 
Queens and New York City.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

business hub. Rockaway Busi-
ness Alliance works to main-
tain the growth of the commu-
nities and businesses on the 
Rockaway Peninsula. 

“I am delighted that Chha-
ya Community Development 
Corporation has been award-
ed an AvenueNYC grant,” said 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights). “Chhaya 
CDC delivers a wide array of 
services to my constituents.  

That includes helping low- 
and middle-income Queens 
residents navigate through 
the many challenges that pro-
spective home buyers face.”

Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Rockaway) and Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), who 
both represent parts of the 
Rockaways, were delighted by 
the news of the investment. 

“As we work to revive long-
forgotten communities and 
their commercial corridors, 
it is critical that we lift up the 
small businesses on the ground 
today and make new opportu-

nities for potential business 
owners,” said Richards.

Ulrich agreed. 
“The Rockaway Business 

Alliance played an instru-
mental role in our resiliency 
efforts in the years follow-
ing Superstorm Sandy,” said 
Ulrich. “The organization is 
committed to creating a wel-
coming environment where 
local businesses can thrive.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

every day in search of basic 
assistance because they don’t 
know where to turn. 

“As this population contin-
ues to grow, so must the sup-
port structures that ensure 
they have access to better op-
portunities in life.”

15% and Growing said City 
Council discretionary funding 
is a crucial resource for small 
community-based organiza-
tions and often the first city 
funding organizations can 
access. Organizers of the cam-
paign met with 20 City Coun-
cil members and discussed 
two initiatives, the first be-
ing the Communities of Color 
Nonprofit Stabilization Fund, 
which addresses the need for 
capacity-building funding for 
nonprofit organizations in 
these communities. For 2019, 
campaign members are re-
questing that the City Council 
continue this initiative and in-
crease the allocation from $3.7 
million to $5 million. 

They also asked the Coun-
cil to support the Access 
Health NYC initiative and 
increase the allocation to 
$2.5 million. This initiative 
helps train frontline staff 
from community-based or-

ganizations across the city 
to provide culturally appro-
priate and language acces-
sible outreach and education 
about health resources and 
services. Almost 15 percent 
of the city’s Asian Pacific 
Americans ages 18 and over 
are uninsured and over 89 
percent of uninsured APAs 
are foreign-born, according 
to 15% and Growing.  

John Park, the co-director 
of MinKwon Center for Com-
munity Action in Flushing, 
said Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans are the fastest growing 
population in the city with 
the highest foreign-born 
population at 78 percent. The 
APA community also has the 
fastest growing senior popu-
lation, the highest rates of 
poverty for the working age 
population since 2007, and 
the highest rates of limited 
English proficiency. 

“These unique challeng-
es translate directly to the 
unique challenges faced by 
APA led and serving organi-
zations,” he said. “As our com-
munity grows, so do our needs 
-- Initiative funding, particu-
larly the Nonprofit Stabiliza-
tion Fund supports and en-
sures community groups like 
ours continue to provide more 
vital social and economic ser-
vices to NYC’s most vulner-
able communities.”

household in the United States 
even though the census is sup-
posed to count all persons, 
citizens and non-citizens alike. 
The DOJ argued that the col-
lection of citizenship informa-
tion was necessary to ensure 
proper enforcement of the 1965 
Voting Rights Act.

But according to Schnei-
derman and 18 other states in 
a letter sent to the Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross in Feb-
ruary, the demand would have 
the opposite effect by driving 
down participation in immi-
grant communities. The poten-
tial undercount would deprive 
immigrant communities of 
fair representation when leg-
islative seats are apportioned 
and district lines are drawn, 
the letter said.

Queens is the nation’s most 
ethnically diverse county, 
where nearly half of the resi-
dents are foreign-born.

Schneiderman’s lawsuit 
was brought under the Enu-
meration Clause of the U.S. 
Constitution, arguing that by 
asking for citizenship informa-

tion, the Trump administra-
tion will impede an “actual 
enumeration” required by 
the Constitution. It was also 
brought under the Adminis-
trative Procedure Act, which 
allows courts to set aside un-
lawful or arbitrary and capri-
cious agency decisions.

Schneiderman pointed out 
that the Census Bureau’s own 
research shows that the deci-
sion to demand citizenship 
information will “inevitably 
jeopardize the overall accu-
racy of the population count” 
by significantly deterring par-
ticipation in immigrant com-
munities, because of concerns 
about how the federal govern-
ment will use citizenship in-
formation. Schneiderman and 
other lawmakers said these 
concerns have only been am-
plified by President Trump’s 
anti-immigrant rhetoric and 
pattern of actions that target 
immigrant communities.

The Census Bureau re-
jected the addition of a citizen-
ship question in 1980, saying 
“questions as to citizenship 
are particularly sensitive in 
minority communities and 
would inevitably trigger hos-
tility, resentment and refusal 
to cooperate.”

director of the alliance, said 
this crisis is a result of political 
failure to regulate Wall Street.   
“We are demanding immediate 
changes in legislation and Taxi 
and Limousine Commission 
rules to protect NYC’s profes-
sional drivers from all sectors,” 
he said. “Our focus is on protect-
ing full-time work and creating 
livable incomes. Any changes 
must be driven by labor stan-
dards and the interests of work-
ers not a corporate sector given 
free reign for five years to en-

rich themselves from the sweat 
of drivers and disruption on city 
streets.”

Four city drivers committed 
suicide in four months: Queens 
resident Nicanor Ochisor, a yel-
low taxi owner-driver; Danilo 
Corporan Castillo and Alfredo 
Perez, Bronx livery drivers; and 
Douglas Schifter, a black car 
driver. 

Ochisor, 64,  was the most 
recent driver pushed to sui-
cide. The father of one emi-
grated from Romania in 1986 
and began working as a yellow 
taxi cab driver in 1989, when 
he purchased a NYC taxicab 
medallion. 

According to his Go-
FundMe page, Ochisor  started 
to help pay off his medallion 
so his wife can retire, he had 
hoped to use the medallion to 
finance their home and retire-
ment, but over the past five 
years the taxi industry weak-
ened and his income fell near-
ly 30 percent, making it nearly 
impossible for him to keep up 
with operating expenses, let 
alone medical bills or time 
to rest. Ochisor’s medallion 
value dropped from $1 million 
to $180,000, and he struggled 
to keep up with cab expenses, 
with no retirement or relief in 
sight.

Continued from Page 5 

Taxi petition

Continued from Page 4 

Census

Continued from Page 5 

APA

Continued from Page 5 

Sunnyside

Continued from Page 4 

SBS

power to make the system as ef-
ficient and fair as possible. 

“People should not be in jail 
based on the size of their bank 
account and no one should stay 
in jail because a family member 
was unable to get a day off from 
work to go to court or a correc-
tional facility,” he said. 

Most of the online system 
will be funded through fees.  
The mayor said the 2.49 percent 

fee to sureties will be among the 
lowest in the nation for a service 
of its kind and scope. For the 
initial rollout there will be a cap 
of $2,500 on the credit card bail 
amount, but de Blasio said the 
city is working to lift the cap be-
fore the end of the year in order 
to expand the service to higher 
bail amounts.

Kiosks will also be installed 
throughout the boroughs to help 
people who do not have access to 
the Internet. They will be avail-
able in all courthouses before 
the end of the year. 

To use the new system, sure-

ties can go to nyc.gov/doc/look-
up and find the person whose 
bail is to be paid by entering 
the person’s first and last name, 
New York State ID or Book 
Number. 

Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest), who has expressed 
his disappointment in the delays 
to the system in the past, said he 
has significant concerns about 
the new system. His concerns 
include the lack of options to pay 
by debit card, pay by phone, as 
was promised, to pay by e-check 
or direct electronic transfer 
from a bank account. 

Continued from Page 4 

Bail
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Sports

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

Zach 
Gewelb

The Mets shocked the 
baseball world with a 
strong April that left the 
team in first place heading 
into the second month of 
the season.

The squad played to a 
17-9 record in March and 
April, behind a mostly con-
sistent offense and pitching 
staff.

Let’s evaluate the Mets’ 
strong start and see if the 
team can keep the good 
times rolling throughout the 
season.

Offense

There is plenty of room 
for growth for the Mets’ line-
up, which ranks eighth in 
the National League in runs 
scored. 

Believe it or not, Juan 
Lagares and Asdrubal Ca-
brera have been the biggest 
bright spots in the lineup 
so far. In 20 games played, 
Lagares leads the club with 
a .342 batting average, while 
Cabrera is right behind him, 
hitting at a .337 clip. 

Manager Mickey Callaway (l.) had the Mets in first place at the end of 
April. AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

The St. John’s baseball team 
extended its winning streak to 
four games, defeating Iona 9-1 
Tuesday night at Jack Kaiser 
Stadium in Queens. 

The Johnnies, who have 
not lost since April 27 in the 
first game of a three-game set 
at Xavier, improved to 29-11 on 
the season with the May 1 vic-
tory. Iona fell to 12-29. 

St. John’s scored in each 
of the first two innings before 
putting the game out of reach 
with a five-run sixth. 

Sam Lara started on the 
mound for the Red Storm and 
didn’t disappoint, tossing four 
scoreless innings before giving 
way to the bullpen. Joe LaSor-
sa surrendered the only run of 
the game in the sixth, but aside 
from that blip, the St. John’s 
bullpen tossed five strong in-
nings in relief of Lara.

Jamie Galazin led the John-
nies at the plate, notching two 
hits and a walk, while driving 
in three runs in four plate ap-
pearances. John Valente scored 
three times and drove in a run. 
He has now reached base in 55 
straight games dating back to 
last season. Pinch-hitter Bran-
don Miller recorded a two-run 
single off the bench with bases 
loaded in the sixth inning. 

After a scoreless top of the 
first inning, the St. John’s of-
fense got to work in the bottom 
of the frame. 

Valente drew a lead-off 
walk and advanced to second 

on a wild pitch. He moved to 
third base on a grounder and 
scored on a Galazin grounder 
to give the Johnnies a 1-0 ad-
vantage heading into the sec-
ond inning.

St. John’s added to its lead, 
scoring the three runs in the 
bottom half of the stanza. The 
Johnnies used two hit-by-pitch-
es and a single to load the bases 

for Valente, who drove in a run 
with a single to right. Galazin 
followed with a two-run single 
to center, giving the Red Storm 
a 4-0 lead. 

The score would remain 4-0 
until the sixth inning, when 
the Iona offense came to life, 
putting together a rally to 
score its only run of the game 

John Valente scored three runs to help lead St. John’s to victory over 
Iona. Courtesy of St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52

Can Mets build on 
early-season success?

St. John’s keeps rolling
Red Storm uses big sixth inning to down Iona
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

 
 

 

off LaSora, who was in his 
second inning of work in re-
lief of Lara. 

Still leading 4-1, St. John’s 
exploded for five runs in the 
bottom of the sixth. Galazin 
recorded another RBI hit, 
driving in Jordan Gillerman 
and advancing Valente to 
second with one out. Valente 
moved to third on a fly ball 
to right field the following at-
bat, Galazin caught the Iona 
pitcher napping, breaking to 
second after the pitcher got 
the ball back. That led to an 
errant throw into center field, 
which allowed both Valente 
and Galazin to score. 

St. John’s then loaded the 

bases following a hit-by-pitch, 
a base hit and a walk, setting 
he stage for Miller, who drove 
in two with a single to right to 
wrap up the scoring. 

The season is starting 
to wind down for No. 20 St. 
John’s. The club is hosting a 
three-game set against Lib-
erty at home this weekend 
before traveling to New Jer-
sey for a three-game series at 
Seton Hall. 

The Johnnies will wrap up 
their regular season with four 
home games — one against 
Minnesota and three against 
Butler — before the Big East 
Baseball Championship, which 
is slated to begin May 24. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Cabrera has also slugged 
five home runs, trailing just 
Yoenis Cespedes (seven) for 
the team lead. Cespedes also 
leads the club with 26 RBI, but 
boasts a lowly .308 on-base 
percentage and a pedestrian 
.784 OPS (on-base plus slug-
ging percentage). 

Young outfielder Bran-
don Nimmo has been a plea-
sure to watch, posting a 
.303/.477/1.023 batting line in 
19 games played. 

As a team, the Mets have 
posted a batting line of 
.239/.329/.712, which is not 
great. 

While the team has been 
less than stellar offensively, 
the lineup has helped win 
games. Still, things need to 
improve at the plate if the 
Mets plan on competing for a 
playoff spot.

Pitching

Just like the offense, the 
Mets’ pitching staff has also 
been middle-of-the-pack to 
this point, putting up a 3.79 
ERA in 27 games this season, 
which ranks seventh in the 

National League.
While the pitchers are 

racking up the strikeouts 
— the team’s 274 are ranked 
fifth in the NL — they’ve also 
surrendered 28 home runs 
this season, which is tied for 
the sixth-highest mark in the 
NL. 

As expected, Noah Synder-
gaard (3.10 ERA) and Jacob 
deGrom  (2.06 ERA) have led 
the Mets’ starting rotation, 
but Steven Matz (4.98 ERA) 
and Zack Wheeler (4.09 ERA) 
have been inconsistent be-
hind them, while Matt Har-
vey (5.76 ERA) was demoted 
to the bullpen in favor of Ja-
son Vargas, who surrendered 
nine earned runs in his first 
start this season.

Closer Jeurys Familia has 
a 1.80 ERA, but has converted 
just nine of 12 save opportuni-
ties. Robert Gsellman, Seth 
Lugo, Paul Sewald and AJ Ra-
mos have been steady out of 
the bullpen. 

Coaching

The Mets’ new coaching 
staff, led by manager Mickey 
Callaway, has done a nice job 
leading the team and keeping 
the players in check. There has 
been some drama surrounding 
Harvey, whose partying ways 

have forced the team to answer 
non-baseball related questions 
about its troubled former ace. 
Aside from that, there seems 
to be far less drama with the 
Mets this season than in years 
past. 

If Callaway and Co. can 
keep the Mets on the path the 
club is currently on, there’s 
no reason to believe the Mets 
won’t be in the playoff picture 
come October.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.
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Asdrubal Cabrera has been one of 
the Mets’ most consistent hitters 
this season. AP
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was transformed into the mu-
seum, which now has a visitors 
center and a performance space.

“We are thrilled to be work-
ing with the Queens Library 
to bring ‘What a Wonderful 
World’ programming to all 62 
library branches in the bor-
ough and in turn make the arts 
more accessible to everyone in 
Queens,” Queens College Pres-
ident Felix Matos Rodriguez 
said. “What better way to com-
municate our college’s mis-
sion to serve the students and 
families of our borough than 
through a celebration of one of 
America’s and Queens’ most-
beloved cultural icons?”

For more information and 
schedules, visit http://con-
nect.queenslibrary.org/2610.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Among the other casu-
alties, a 53-year-old man 
and a 56-year-old man were 
sent to Queens Hospital 
and police listed the two as 
in critical condition.

Authorities said a 45-
year-old man was taken 
to Queens Hospital, a 34-
year-old man was sent to 
Jamaica Hospital, and an 
18-year-old man was trans-
ported to Nassau County 
Medical Center. Police 
said all three were listed 
in stable condition and do 
not have life-threatening 
injuries.

Engine 301/Ladder 150, 
a fire company located in 
Hollis, also known as the 
Hollis Hogs, was one of the 
first fire engines at the 
scene, according to the NY-
CFireWire Twitter feed. 

The tragedy occurred 
just mere days after the 
one-year anniversary of 
another Queens Village 
blaze that struck another 

large family, taking the 
lives of four minors and a 
young adult ranging in age 
from 2 to 20 years ld. 

On the April 23 anni-
versary, loved ones who 
went to Mount Moriah 
AME Church in Cambria 
Heights remembered Mel-
ody Edwards, a 17-year-old 
victim who perished. 

Her death and that of the 
other victims led to several 
fire safety awareness town 
halls throughout the south-
east Queens region.

At the news conference 
Sunday, Gala commended 
the work of the firefighters 
and mourned the most re-
cent lives that were lost.

“I could not be prouder 
of the way our members 
operated to put their lives 
in harm’s way to rescue 
trapped civilians. But, un-
fortunately, while many 
lives were saved last night, 
we lost three people,” Gala 
said.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

The seniors intend to 
study neurobiology, crimi-
nal justice and theater af-
ter they finish their high 
school studies in June. 

The Campus Magnet 
Bulldogs football coach, Ru-
fus Dunton, who was a stu-
dent at the school in the ‘70s, 
was elated that the upgrades 
included new locker rooms.

“I went to school here 
a long time ago, and these 
are the same lockers,” said 
Dunton. “We want to make 
our school one of the top 

schools in the city just like 
everybody else.”

York Early College Acad-
emy, PS 176, PS 360, and PS 
37 received $300,000 for mo-
bile laptops carts and laptop 
computers. 

Auditorium upgrades 
worth $375,000 were allo-
cated to PS 176, PS 37 and 
IS 8. 

Water fountains with 
bottle refilling stations at 
PS 15, PS 37, PS/MS 147 and 
PS 360 worth $120,000.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

tion,” Gianaris said. “We are 
already dealing with clos-
ing businesses and inconve-
nienced riders where other 
stations are closed. The MTA 
needs to do more to help our 
entire community deal with 
yet another months-long shut-
down. It is time they extend 
this bus route (in) the neigh-
borhood to provide service for 
the whole community.”

Gianaris fired off a letter to 
Darryl Irick, the president of 

the MTA Bus Company, urging 
the extension of the Q102 bus 
route to “offset the negative ef-
fects of all this construction” 
as a solution to the ordeal.

“I repeatedly asked for 
shuttle bus service to compen-
sate for disruptions to normal 
train service, only to be de-
nied,” Gianaris wrote. “The 
problem is so serious that a 
more permanent solution is 
now required.”

An MTA spokesman said 
service has been added to the 
Q102 “to help riders during the 
current station closures” and 
he said the agency will review 
the senator’s letter.

North-south bus routes cur-
rently run from 20th Avenue 
to Queens Plaza along Stein-
way Street and 21st Street, but 
there is a wide gulf in bus ser-
vice between those routes. Gia-
naris asked the MTA to create 
a spur off the Q102 that would 
run along 31st Street from 30th 
Avenue to 20th Avenue. 

“This would give residents 
and visitors in the northern 
section of Astoria more trans-
portation options,” Gianaris 
wrote.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Louis Armstrong’s home at 34-56 107th St. in Corona serves as a historic 
museum with a visitor center and performance space. 
 Courtesy Louis Armstrong Home Museum

State Sen. Michael Gianaris is urging the MTA to extend service of the Q102 bus route to compensate for all the 
subway station reconstruction projects along the N/W subway line in Astoria. 
 Courtesy of nyctransitforums.com
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BEAT THE HEAT
It’s Back to Pool Time!

Come join us for Great Summertime Fun

Park City Swim Club
98-00 62nd

212-769-0201 (until May 25th)  (after May 26th)

Learn more at www.parkcityswimclub.com

ON SITE REGISTRATION

SEASON OPENS 
SATURDAY, MAY 26TH – SEPTEMBER 3RD

ADDITIONAL ON SITE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE

CREDIT CARDS

ATTENTION
FAIRVIEW MEMBERS

New Special Discount Offer 
For 2018 Season


