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Five years after the haz-
ing death of Oakland Gar-
dens student Michael Deng 
in 2013, the state Assembly 
has passed an anti-hazing 
bill to forbid members of 
fraternities from touching 
pledges during initiation 
ceremonies.

Deng was a student at Ba-
ruch College and on a frater-
nity trip with the now dis-
solved chapter of Pi Delta Psi 
in the Poconos when he died 
from injuries sustained dur-
ing a hazing ritual known as 
the “glass ceiling.” 

The national Asian fra-
ternity, along with 37 of its 
members of this particu-
lar chapter have since been 
convicted in January of 
manslaughter, among other 
charges by a Pennsylvania 
judge.

“The best way for us to 
prevent hazing is to ensure 

that no student is ever put 
in a situation where their 
safety is in jeopardy,” state 
Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows), who 
sponsored the bill, said. “By 
prohibiting reckless physi-
cal conduct and physical 
activities during initiation 
ceremonies, we can protect 
students and other indi-
viduals from the substan-
tial risks caused by hazing. 
There is no better way to 
honor the death of Michael 
Deng, one of my constitu-
ents, by ensuring that this 
will never happen to another 
student again.”

The bill is still being 
evaluated by the Senate 
Committee on Codes and is 
sponsored by state Sen. Ken-
neth LaValle (R-Mt. Sinai).

Deng was blindfolded and 
made to carry a heavy back-
pack loaded with dumbbells 
and other weights across 

Scott Joplin, the father of ragtime, died and was buried more than a centiry ago at St. Michael’s 
Cemetery in Astoria. But his music still lives on at an annual memorial concert  — now 15 years old — 
at the cemetery, this year featuring San Levinson and his Canary Cottage Orchestra.  
See photos on Page 32.                   Photo by Michael Shain  

WHEN RAGTIME WAS PRIME

Continued on Page 49

A CNG Publication Vol. 27 No. 21 56 total pages

BY MARK HALLUM

Four alleged members of 
a Jamaica-based gang have 
been indicted by the U.S. at-
torney’s office in Brooklyn 
on charges of murdering 
an MS-13 gang member in 
Flushing back in February, 
the authorities said.

Officers from the 107th 
Precinct responded to a call 
that Oscar Antonio Blanco-
Hernandez, 20, had been 
assaulted near 85-14 160th 
St. Feb. 2 and upon arrival 
discovered he was shot once 
in the head and once in the 

groin, according to police at 
the time.

Blanco-Hernandez has 
now been officially identi-
fied by prosecutors as an 
MS-13 member who was al-
legedly eliminated by a rival 
affiliation known as the 18th 
Street Gang.

“This indictment is an-
other example of law en-
forcement working together 
to eliminate gang violence. 
The defendants in this case 
are accused of carrying out 
the merciless execution of a 
rival gang member,” Queens 
District Attorney Richard 

Brown said. “Gang warfare 
in our city streets puts every 
man, woman and child in 
danger.  We will not tolerate 
violent street gangs turning 
our neighborhoods into kill-
ing fields. My office will con-
tinue to work diligently with 
our law enforcement part-
ners to rid our communities 
of this kind of violence and 
brutality.”

Suspected Jamaica gang 
members Yanki Misael Cruz-
Mateo, Yoni Alexander Sier-
ra, Jose Jimenez Chacon and 
Saudi Levy Ramirez were all 

Continued on Page 49

Anti-hazing bill passes muster
in Assembly in honor of Deng

State Assemblyman David Weprin invoked the name of Michael Deng, who 
died as a result of hazing, as the Assembly passed his bill to ban physical 
contact during fraternity initiation events. Photo by Michael Shain

Four held in MS-13 slay
Alleged gang members charged in Flushing killing
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BY MARK HALLUM

Judith Limpert let out a 
cry of joy upon being told 
the organization she led for 
nearly two decades, the Bay-
side Business Association, 
would get almost double 
the expected amount from 
the office of state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside).

The group had originally 
applied for a grant available 
through the state budget of 
$60,000, but because there 
were additional funds avail-
able, Avella was able to score 
$115,000 for the BBA, which 
it plans to use for website 
development and engaging 
its more than 160 members 
through a better network-
ing environment and “Wel-
come to Bayside” signs.

“This is going for help-
ing us sustain our mission, 
which is growing the orga-
nization,” BBA President 
Ed Probst said. “We’ve kept 
our [membership] dues real-
ly, really economical, which 
is another reason the grant 
will help us operate.”

 He pointed out that the 
group was working on mak-
ing a Welcome to  Bayside 
sign, but “we’re very prelim-
inary with the locations.”

Probst said the board 
has discussed possible loca-
tions for the sign where the 

Cross Island Parkway and 
Northern Boulevard meet 
or somewhere along the 
town line of Francis Lewis 
Boulevard.

A kiosk in front of the 
BBA’s headquarters at the 
Long Island Rail Road station 
would also allow their mem-
bers to put promotional mate-
rial out for the community.

“As long as I have been 
an elected official, my office 
has always been in Bayside. 
People frequently come to 
Bayside to enjoy the great 
restaurants and shopping 
that is offered and I am 
thrilled to be able to help 
the Bayside Business Asso-
ciation in their endeavors to 
grow their membership and 
bring even more exciting 
opportunities to Bayside,” 
Avella said.

Limpert recently stepped 
aside as president of the 
BBA after nearly 20 years 
so that Probst could take 
the lead and is now serving 
as vice president.

In early March, the BBA 
held a town hall with Avella 
to discuss goals for the or-
ganization and business 
district. Limpert expressed 
the desire to fund a Wel-
come to Bayside sign as well 
as funds to dedicate trees 
to deceased members of the 
community.

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

It was a remarkable reunion 
for around 100 retired and cur-
rent New York City Fire De-
partment officials at the recent 
red-ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
marking the rededication of 
the renovated EMS Museum at 
Fort Totten, which celebrates 
New York City’s paramedics and 
emergency medical service tech-
nicians. 

FDNY Commissioner Dan-
iel Nigro, along with emergency 
medical service officers, used 
gold scissors to cut the red ribbon 
last Friday, reopening the EMS 
Museum located at Fort Totten in 
Bayside. The museum dates back 
to New York City’s pre-hospital 
care in 1869, with horse-drawn 
carriages carrying patients to 
the hospital to the advancement 
of motorized vehicles today pro-
viding 24-hour service care.

“Those who commit them-
selves to this noble career care 
for so many at their darkest and 
most vulnerable moments,” said 
Nigro. “This museum celebrates 
all of them for their hard work 
and it recognizes pioneers as 
well.”

“With each class of new 
EMTs and paramedics that 
come through this academy we 
continue to grow stronger, and 
as they walk these halls they 
will come here and learn about 
all those who came before them,” 
Nigro further added.

The idea of preserving the 
history of the EMTs and para-
medics in New York City was 
spearheaded by FDNY Division 
Chief of EMS James P. Martin 
and Capt. Jack Quigley of the 
EMS Bureau of Training Acad-
emy at Fort Totten.

During National EMS Week 
(May 20-26), the museum will 
be open to the public for the first 
time from Monday to Friday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

The museum was established 
in 1992 by Martin and Quigley, 

but was closed in 2013 for reno-
vations and expansion of the 
academy, which now includes 
upgraded computers, new moni-
tors, and audio visual compo-
nents in all classrooms for its 
students and staff. 

Martin, who was a designer 
and paramedic, retired in 2010. 
He researched the history of the 
ambulance service and designed 
the concept on paper, while Quig-
ley managed the construction 
of the 400-square-foot museum 
from the ground up. 

“A lot of people don’t real-
ize the EMS has a history just 
like the Police Department and 
Fire Department. We have our 
own history as well,” said Quig-
ley. “It’s great to see where we 
came from and how things have 
evolved.”

During the period of con-
struction, Martin and Quigley 
were already planning for the 
reopening. Martin said we “al-
ways knew the museum would 
come back, but were unsure of 
the shape.”

The museum, located on the 
first floor, includes artifacts 
such as uniforms, equipment, 
and a showing of advancement 
in technology since the 1800s. 
Visitors can expect to see display 

cases of EMS uniforms, medical 
equipment used over the years, 
radios, badges, and other arti-
facts utilized throughout the last 
century. 

According to Martin, many 
of the artifacts were donated by 
retired EMS workers who saved 
the items for their personal col-
lections but thought it would be 
better to share them with every-
one else. 

Michael Greco, vice presi-
dent of Local 2507 -- the union 
for Uniformed EMTs, Paramed-
ics and Inspectors --- has been 
a paramedic in the FDNY for 
seven years. Greco said being a 
paramedic is one of the greatest 
experiences in his life.

“This is a job where you don’t 
feel like you’re working, you’re 
helping the city of New York,” 
said Greco. “You get to people on 
their worse days, and you get to 
bring a little bit of relief. Some-
one says a prayer, and you’re the 
prayer that comes to answer.” 

According to James Leon-
ard, chief of department, “it’s 
important to remember the past 
to move forward, and for one to 
have an understanding of where 
they came from, to know where 
they are, and where they’re go-
ing to be.” 

FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro (c) and EMS officials cutting the ribbon 
marking the re-opening of the EMS Museum at Fort Totten.
 Photo by Carlotta Mohamed 

EMS museum opens Bayside business group
get $115K from Avella

State Sen. Tony Avella surprised the Bayside Business Association 
with not $60,000 as originally promised, but $115,000 in allocated 
funds. Photo by Mark Hallum

Renovated facility honors New York City paramedics
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www.metrocitybank.com

Fort Lee Branch
Tel: 201-720-8132

Bayside Branch
Tel: 929-373-4358

- Commercial & SBA Loans - 
Kenny Hong 201-720-8166

Senior Vice President/Senior Lending Offi cer

Joseph Kim 646-740-8997
Vice President/Lending Offi cer

- Residential Mortgage Loans (NMLS#874399) -
Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288

Senior Vice President II/Residential Lending Manager

Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-693-7006 AVP/Residential Lending Offi cer

10 Month CD 
2.00% APY*

The rate is effective as of April 6, 2018 and subject to change without notice
*APY=Annual Percentage Yield          *Minimum $1,000 to open 
*Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal before maturity

*Please come and see our CSR for more information

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

Flushing Town Hall receives $60,000 grant
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

 
Flushing Town Hall re-

ceived an Art Works grant 
from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts that will 
provide funding for its edu-
cational performing arts 
programming. 

“The variety and quality 
of these projects speak to the 
wealth of creativity and di-
versity in our country,” said 
NEA Chairman Jane Chu. 
“Through the work of organi-
zations such as Flushing Town 
Hall in Queens, NEA funding 
invests in local communities, 
helping people celebrate the 
arts wherever they are.”

Next year will be Flush-
ing Town Hall’s 40th anni-
versary, and its new program 
series will examine the theme 
of “Journeys,” which will in-
clude global music, dance, in-
ternational children’s theater, 
and multi-disciplinary family 
and school programs, accord-
ing to Executive and Artis-
tic Director Ellen Kodadek. 

The theme of “Journeys” will 
resonate with the audiences 
of Queens, where a majority 
of residents have established 
new homes at the end of long 
journeys. 

“Flushing Town Hall is 
deeply grateful for the gener-
ous support of the National 
Endowment for the Arts” said 
Kodadek. “This grant will al-
low us to continue to bring 
global arts to a global commu-
nity, and to provide a platform 
for diverse and talented local, 
immigrant, national and in-
ternational artists.” 

The $60,000 grant will 
serve approximately 140 art-
ists from around the world; 17 
public performances; 10 school 
group performances; 13 work-
shops; and one pop-up exhibi-
tion  that will reach roughly 
6,000 audience members — in-
cluding 2,500 schoolchildren. 

“We have artists coming 
from Colombia, India, Canada, 
China and other parts of the 
world,” Kodadek said. “Each 
artist, depending on their ex-

pertise or background, will  
have a unique expression of 
their home culture and the 
varied influences acquired 
through their journeys.” 

Highlights from the series 
include a performance from 
artist Inkarayku,  linking the 

past, present, and future of 
Andean arts, through the per-
formance of indigenous music 
forms that have evolved into 
the contemporary mestizo 
music heard today. Another 
performance includes award-
winning artist Feifei Yang, 

leading an ensemble of Chi-
nese folk instruments with 
Western and popular music. 
Lastly, a global mash-up se-
ries: Five evenings, each fea-
turing two dance lessons, two 
bands each with their own set, 
culminating in a third “jam” 
set. 

Flushing Town Hall will 
look at specific examples of 
how cultures came together 
through migration and re-
sulted in a new form, such as 
the emergence of the ukulele 
in Hawaiian music after its 
introduction by Portuguese 
sailors. 

“The goal of the education 
arts program is to expose au-
diences to a wide range of cul-
tures and celebrating the heri-
tage of the community,” said 
Kodadek. “It’s about bringing 
people together through the 
arts.” 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

Flushing Town Hall received the Art Works grant this year from the 
National Endowment for the Arts for its performing arts programming.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Award will serve approximately 140 global artists in new Performing Arts Program
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FLIP

BY MARK HALLUM

The 91st Annual Little 
Neck-Douglaston Memo-
rial Day Parade, the larg-
est in the nation, will rec-
ognize two historic events 
in American military an-
nals as it kicks off at Jay-
son Avenue and Northern 
Boulevard this year.

The procession will 
look back at 65 years since 
the Korean War cease-
fire, as well as 50 years 
since the bloodiest year 
of the Vietnam War, when 
the 1968 Tet Offensive left 
543 Americans killed in 
action and an additional 
2,547 wounded, according 
to the Veterans of Foreign 

War.
The grand marshal 

for the 2018 parade will 
be Brigadier General Wil-
liam Seely from the U.S. 
Marine Corps. Seely rose 
through the ranks from 
platoon commander dur-
ing deployments in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, bears 
the weight of six soldiers 
lost under his command. 

The Man of the Year 
will be City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
alongside Andrea Licari-
LaGrassa as Woman of 
the Year for her civic ac-
tivism through the Com-
munity Church of Doug-
laston.

“It’s time to recognize 

the contributions of all 
Americans who are vet-
erans, not just those born 
here,” parade spokes-
man Victor Mimoni said, 
mentioning that Seely 
was born in what is now 
Ho Chi Minh City. “The 
freedom won at so high a 
cost is what makes Amer-
ica great, and Queens the 
most diverse place on 
earth.”

The Community Ser-
vice Award will go to Lin-
da Lee, executive director 
of the Korean Community 
Services, which recently 
acquired the former Bay-
side Jewish Center to use 
as its main facility. Lee, 
an Oakland Gardens resi-

dent, also serves on Com-
munity Board 11.

U.S. Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Frederick 
Peter Crosby will be post-
humously honored as a 
parade marshal for his 
service in Vietnam. Cros-

by served in the Light 
Photographic Squadron 
63, piloting an unarmed 
RF-8A reconnaissance 
plane when he was shot 
down over Thanh Hoa 
Province.

Presumed dead by the 

Dept. of Defense, Crosby’s 
remains were not recov-
ered until 2015, when a 
search led by his daugh-
ter found a lead in a local 
villager who witnessed 
the crash.

Crosby’s wedding ring 
and lighter were found on 
remains recovered from 
a pond and positive DNA 
evidence from his sister 
proved his identity.

The 106th Rescue Wing 
of the New York Air Na-
tional Guard will be rep-
resented by Col. Michael 
Bank Jr. as parade mar-
shal, alongside Ted Han, 
who was born in South 
Korea in 1949 and served 
in the South Korean Navy 
during the Vietnam era. 

He now writes a col-
umn called “Teddy’s New 
York News” for Chosun 
Ibo, a Korean paper pub-
lished in Korean, English 
and Japanese.

Annual Little Neck-Douglaston parade 
recalls decades of American sacrifi ce

The Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade is set to 
kick off at 1 p.m. on Monday and will look back on decades 
of military sacrifice. Photo by Michael Shain

MEMORIAL DAY weekend:

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Flushing historian 

Joseph Brostek said he 
hopes to revitalize the 
legacy of a fallen World 
War I veteran who died 
in the conflict and 
whose body remains in 
Belgium.

For Brostek, an ad-
ditional plaque in front 
of Father McGoldrick 
Public Library at 155-06 
Roosevelt Ave. has the 
potential to solidify U.S 
Army Corporal William 
A. Leonard’s memory 
by telling the story of 
the Flushing warrior’s 
role in the community 
in addition to his ulti-
mate sacrifice.

Leonard was born on 
Boerum Place — now 
called 150th Street — in 
1889 and became a civic 
leader at a young age, 
according to Brostek , 
a trustee of the Queens 
Historical Society.

He worked his way up 
from running errands 
for the Flushing Daily 
Times to city editor and 
also served as a member 
on the board of directors 
for the Flushing Cooper-
ative Savings and Loan 

Association, the board 
of Governors Flushing 
Boat Club, treasurer of 
the Third Ward Republi-
can Club, and a member 
of the Flushing Business 
Men’s Association.

The future World War 
I vet was also appointed 
to the Queensborough 
Public Library board of 
trustees by Mayor John 
Purroy Mitchel, where 
he served two terms be-
fore volunteering to join 
the fight in Europe.

Leonard was 29 years 

old when he was killed 
near Kemmel, Belgium 
on July 14, 1918, and was 
interred in the West 
Flanders Field Ameri-
can Cemetery.

On Armistice Day, 
Nov. 11 1934, the Ameri-
can Legion William A. 
Leonard Post #422 dedi-
cated Leonard Square, 
a triangle across from 
McGoldrick Library, in 
his honor.

A plaque at the base 
of a flagstaff still bears 
his name, but other ded-
ications have joined his 
in the traffic island.

In 1988, NYPD Police 
Officer George Scheu 
was honored after he 
was killed by a rob-
bery suspect on Mur-
ray Street, and in 2008 
a Sept. 11 memorial was 
placed in the triangle.

Brostek said a dedica-
tion to go in the library 
is still in the offing, but 
he hopes to include an 
old tintype shot of Leon-
ard on the plaque.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at 
m h al lu m@ c n gl o c al .
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Civic leader hopes to bring WWI vet's legacy to life

Commemorative Flags  —  To 
commemorate Memorial Day, 
2018, Arash Real Estate will 
once again adorn the lawns 
of local homeowners in Little 
Neck and Douglaston with 
American Flags. This will be 
the 19th year of distributing 
the fl ags during the parade. 
At parade time, please drop 
the offi ce for a complimentary 
bag of popcorn. 
Where: 251-12 Northern Blvd. 

SATURDAY, MAY 26
Bayside Hills Memorial Day 
Ceremony
When: Saturday, May 26, at 
9:30 a.m. 
Where: Bell Boulevard and 
53rd Avenue

Sunnyside Gardens Park: 
Annual Memorial Day Fair
When: Saturday, May 26, from 
12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Where: 48-21 39th Avenue

SUNDAY, MAY 27
Forest Hills Memorial Day 
Parade
When: Sunday, May 27, from 11 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Starts at Metropolitan 
Avenue between Ascan 
Avenue and Woodhaven Blvd.

Maspeth Memorial Day 
Parade
When: Sunday, May 27, at 1 
p.m.
Where: Parade begins at 72nd 
Street and Grand Avenue; 
Memorial services held at 
Maspeth Memorial Park

College Point Memorial Day 
Parade
When: Sunday, May 27, at 2 
p.m.
Where: Parade starts at 28th 
Avenue between Ulmer Street 
and College Point Boulevard

MONDAY, MAY 28
Laurelton Memorial Day 
Parade
When: Monday, May 28, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Starts at Merrick 
Boulevard between Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and 230th 
Street

Annual VFW Memorial Day 
Parade

When: May 28, from 11 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.
Where: Coleman Square 
between 159th Ave. and 
159th Road

Allied Veterans Memorial 
Day Parade
When: May 28, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.
Where: Cypress Avenue 
between Myrtle Avenue and 
Cornelia Street

Rosedale Memorial Day 
Parade
When: Monday, May 28, at 
11:30 a.m.
Where: Starts at 243rd 
Street and Mayda Road

Memorial Day Parade in 
Whitestone
When: Monday, May 28, at 
12 p.m. 
Where: Whitestone Memorial 
Park, 149th Street and 15th 
Drive

The Little Neck-
Douglaston Memorial Day 
Parade
When: Monday, May 28, at 
2 p.m.
Where: Jayson Avenue and 
Northern Boulevard

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND CALENDAR

U.S. Army Corporal William 
Leonard was a civic leader in 
northeast Queens who gave 
the ultimate sacrifice in WWI. 
 Photo courtesy of Joseph 

Brostek
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BY VINCENT TOMEO

In June, we will pay 
homage to a Corona hero 
with an event to honor 
United States Marine Pri-
vate William Frederick 
Moore.

Moore was born Dec. 
15, 1897 and was killed in 
action during World War 
I in the Battle of Belleau 
Wood in the Chateau Thi-
erry Sector of France on 
June 7, 1918.

There is a park in Co-
rona named after Moore 
— William F. Moore Park, 
located at 108th Street in 
Corona between 51st and 
52 avenues — known in 
the neighborhood as  Spa-
ghetti Park. The Parks 
Department, Community 
Board 4 and the borough 
president’s office are part-
nering for a cleanup of the 
park June 2, ahead of the 
June 7 event to commemo-
rate the 100th anniversary 
of Moore’s death.

Moore is buried in Cy-
press Hills National Ceme-
tery — Section 2, Gravesite 
No. 8439 — at 625 Jamaica 
Ave. in Brooklyn.

An American Monu-
ment at Chateau-Thierry sits 
on hill No. 204, marking the 
French commune’s West-
ern Flanking hills. It pays 
homage to the thousands of 
Americans who died there, 
including Moore.

The Battle of Belleau 
Wood, (Chateau-Thierry 
section) turned the tide in 
favor of the western Allies 
and stopped the German 
advance to the capital of 
France. Months after the 

ferocious Battle at Belleau 
Wood, the war would come 
to an end. The Germans 
signed an armistice on the 
11th month, of the 11th day, 
of the 11th hour. Today, it is 
known as Veteran’s Day. 

World War I — “the war 
to make the world safe for 

democracy” and “the war 
to end all wars” — came to 
an end after countless loss-
es on both sides, including 
Private Moore. We owe this 
to him — and thousands 
of other Marines and sol-
diers — our gratitude and 
thanks.

cause to celebrate in QUEENS

Remembering a Corona Marine

Here I sit on a park bench wondering.
Brave Marine!

How will you be honored!
How can I honor you!

I see a park in disrepair.
Upgrade it!

Remember he gave his all.
Today marks the 100th anniversary of 

both your death and the Battle of Belleau Wood, 
France, in WW One.

June 7th, 1918,
Killed in action. In a vicious, and furious battle,

fighting hand to hand combat.
You pushed the Germans back and turned the 

tides of the War.
Our brave Marines, and soldiers, too, helped win 

the War.

US Marine, Private William Frederick Moore.
You instilled in me a sense of pride in country, 

neighborhood, community.
You will always be a Marine.

You personify honor and courage.
How can I honor you?

You were just 19 years old when you enlisted 
April 15, 1917.

You once walked the very streets I roamed.
You graduated from the same school my grand-

parents attended, PS 17.

I will work for Peace and keep your Memory 
alive.

“Rest in soft peace.”

Semper Fidelis!

BY BILL PARRY

The Vietnam Veterans of Ameri-
ca Queens Chapter 32 will march in 
Monday’s Little Neck-Douglaston Me-
morial Day Parade with their former 
leader, Michael O’Kane — still slowed 
by knee surgery — riding along in a 
camouflage Camaro. This year the 
organization will pay a special trib-
ute to former service members from 
Queens who died alone and some-
times homeless.

“We are sponsoring the Francis 
Lewis High School Junior ROTC, who 
will be carrying 125 folded casket 
flags belonging to indigent veterans 
that our chapter has had the honor of 
escorting to their final resting place,” 
O’Kane said. 

For nearly a decade Chapter 32 
has partnered with the Hess Miller 
Funeral Home in Middle Village to 
provide dignified burials for veterans 
who can’t afford one. Each flag-draped 
casket is transported to Calverton 
National Cemetery in Suffolk County, 
where the veteran receives full mili-
tary honors and since there are no 
family members to receive the flag, 
the Chapter 32 members take it back 
to their Whitestone headquarters 
where the flags are put on display.

“In an effort to reconnect a family 
member with their relative, a listing 
of the veterans’ names, date of birth 
and date of death will be distributed 
along the parade route,” O’Kane said. 
“Contact information will also be 
provided if a relative is found and the 
casket flag will be returned to them. 

This is a very proud moment for the 
chapter.”

He recently stepped down after 
serving two years as president of the 
chapter, but he remains on the board 
of directors. Last week, the Glendale 
resident was inducted into the New 
York State Senate Veterans’ Hall of 
Fame after he was selected by state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach).

O’Kane served in the U.S. Navy 
during the Vietnam War, where he 
earned the Vietnam Service Medal, 
National Defense Medal, Vietnam 
Campaign Medal and the U.S. Navy 
Combat Action Ribbon, Presidential 
Unit Citation, and Meritorious Unit 
Citation for engaging the enemy sev-
eral times in fire fights along the var-
ious rivers and canals in the Republic 
of Vietnam. 

He left the Navy in 1970 after re-
ceiving the rank of Petty Officer Third 
Class, and began a distinguished ca-
reer with New York Telephone, retir-
ing in 1998 when he became a profes-
sional photographer and member of 
Community Board 5.

“Mike O’Kane has served this 
country, his community, and his fel-
low veterans for many years,” Addab-
bo said. “From seeing combat in the 
Vietnam War, to fighting for his local 
community, to making sure veterans 
who passed on without any known 
living relatives have proper military 
burials, Mike has exemplified what 
it means to serve. He is certainly de-
serving of being inducted into the 
Senate Veterans’ Hall of Fame.”

Glendale resident Michael O'Kane (l.) is inducted into the state Senate Veterans Hall of 
Fame in Albany after he was selected by state Sen. Joseph Addabbo. 
 Courtesy of Addabbo's office

Veterans of America leader 
honored for life of service 
to homeless military men

HONORING A WORLD WAR I HERO
Community pays respect to Corona Marine who died in battle

William F. Moore's headstone at the Cypress Hills National Cemetery in Brooklyn. 
 Photo by Vincent Tomeo
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$75 off 
consultation

Autism/Behavioral 
Consulting Services

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional

Stavisky bill would bring kitchens to shelters
BY BILL PARRY

 
State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 

(D-Flushing) was joined by 
members of the advocacy group 
Elmhurst United last week out-
side the former Pan American 
hotel, where she announced leg-
islation she recently introduced 
that would mandate homeless 
family shelter units to have 
working kitchens. 

The measure, S7181 A, would 
require family homeless shelters 
for 10 or more families to have 
working kitchens within 60 days 
of the registration of the contract 
between the operator of the shel-
ter and the city of New York.

Stavisky’s bill is in direct 
response to the recent and con-
troversial uptick of repurposed 
hotels being used as homeless 
shelters. In Stavisky’s district, 
the city came under fire for turn-
ing the former Pan American 
hotel on Queens Boulevard in 
Elmhurst into a family shelter 
without supplying functioning 
kitchens in each unit.

“Denying the residents of 
New York homeless shelters 
access to working kitchens is 
wrong,” Stavisky said. “A parent 

should be able to provide their 
family with a healthy, sustain-
able meal instead of resorting 
to fast food and snacks as many 
Pan Am residents were forced to 
do. I am calling on my colleagues 

in the state Senate and Assembly 
to pass this legislation to ensure 
our shelters are more humane 
and habitable places.”

Stavisky has remained a 
steadfast advocate in calling 

for improving the conditions 
at the Pan American as well as 
hotels across New York City. In 
response, the Pan Am is cur-
rently installing kitchens in 
each of the units. She has repeat-

edly called on the owners of the 
hotel, Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
the city Department of Homeless 
Services to ensure that necessi-
ties such as functioning kitchens 
and play areas for children are 
installed in the hotel before they 
are repurposed and turned into 
shelters.

“Elmhurst United commends 
Senator Stavisky for her contin-
ued support in ensuring shelter 
providers are held accountable 
in providing the agreed-upon 
services and living quarters,” 
the advocacy group said in a 
collective statement. “This pro-
posed law aligns New York state 
with New York City law requir-
ing each unit to be equipped with 
the basic essentials of a cooking 
facility. Since 2014, the city has 
committed to decreasing the 
number of homeless, cease using 
hotels as shelters and ensuring 
that families are placed within 
their home base. Not one of these 
commitments have been met. Ad-
ditionally, it is disgraceful that 
with billions spent to address 
this problem that the number of 
homeless continues to grow ex-
ponentially with no curtailment 
in sight.”

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (c.) announces legislation to make New York City family homeless shelters more 
habitable outside the former Pan American hotel in Elmhurst. Courtesy of Stavisky’s office
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The 
GREATER WHITESTONE TAXPAYERS 

CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
 honors those who bravely served this country.  

Our nation’s soldiers serve and sacrifice 
their lives everyday 

to protect our country and ideals.
On Memorial Day, let us take time 

to commemorate them all-with gratitude.
G.W.T.C.A., P.O. BOX 570426 

Whitestone, NY 11357  
Ph: (718) 767-1562  

E-mail: gwtca@verizon.net

On Memorial Day, we remember the 
men and women of our armed services 

and honor those who made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce for our nation.

Congresswoman
Grace Meng
Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York

BY MARK HALLUM
 
New York City Transit President 

Andy Byford unveiled what some 
agency board members regard as a 
bold plan to bring the most critical 
parts of the subway system into the 
21st century in just five to 10 years 
as opposed to the previously project-
ed 40 years.

The plan will close stations 
overnight and temporarily incon-
venience millions of riders for the 
sake of completing a full install of 
Communication-based Train Con-
trol to replace the century-old ana-
log signals across multiple lines. 

“Our plan demonstrates what 
can be done in advancedly  expedited 
time frame to transform New York 
City Transit from its state of emer-
gency,” Byford said with emphasis 
on the last three words at Wednes-
day’s board meeting. “It won’t be 
easy to complete such massive up-
grades on such a compressed time 
frame on such a busy system. Tran-
sit is in a trough  right now, but we 
can and we must come back.”

In Queens, the No. 7 train will 
see a complete install of CBTC in 
2018 alongside the L line, followed 
by the E, M, F, R and G trains in the 
next five years, and then installa-
tions will begin on the N, R, W and 
A within 10 years.

But the price tag may be shocking 
to some with an estimated $19 billion 
needed in the coming years.

MTA board member Veronica 
Vanterpool backed Byford’s plan 
during Wednesday’s meeting regard-
less of the potential “sticker shock” 
expected to go along with any major 
spending to bring the subways into a 
state of good repair, especially since 

she believes the usual budget of $3 
billion per year is not sufficient to 
run the agency, which serves 8.6 
million people per day as a whole.

“This plan properly identifies 
and offers substantive solutions for 
the significant infrastructure prob-
lems facing the subway system,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) said. “The plan does not, how-
ever, answer the question of where 
the money to finance this ambitious 
proposal will be found. I have pro-
posed a surcharge on New York City 
millionaires to help fund necessary 
subway improvements. Other viable 
solutions have also been proposed. 
Above all else, we must do some-
thing and quickly enact one of these 
ideas to establish a dedicated reve-
nue stream to save our mass transit 
system from further calamity.”

The Wednesday announcement 
follows plans to expand service in 
November on the A, D, E and F lines 
in the hours after the morning and 
evening rush by one to three addi-
tional trains on each line.

Buses will also get a boost in 
Queens with the Q6, Q8, Q29, Q47, 
Q49, Q101 and the Q65 slated for in-
creased service on Saturdays start-
ing in July to meet high demand.

But Byford’s plan is not the only 
major improvement plan from the 
MTA. 

Long Island Rail Road President 
Phil Eng unveiled a plan to rescue 
the commuter line from the decline 
in service it experienced through-
out 2017.

The nation’s biggest commuter 
railroad will be bringing improve-
ments to the system by adding 
countdown clocks currently in op-

Transit head unveils 
plan to upgrade signals

The MTA announced plans for increases in subway and bus service throughout the city. 
Courtesy of MTA

Continued on Page 49
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About 1,800 St. John’s Uni-

versity undergraduates walked 
across the Great Lawn of the 
Jamaica campus  to formally 
receive their degrees Sunday 
morning and heard remarks on 
systemic racism from Cardinal 
Luis Antonio Gokim Tagle.

Once a candidate for the 
papacy after the resignation of 
Pope Benedict XVI, Tagle’s key-
note speech centered around 
the concept of “missing per-
sons” referring to those who 
struggle for equality and to bet-
ter lives, and called on the next 
generation to work toward end-
ing bigotry and exclusion.

“The most dramatic in-
stances of the disappearance 
of human persons are, of 
course, kidnapping, murder, 
ethnic cleansing, wars. But we 
know that persons may also 
disappear even when they are 
visible,” Tagle said, citing in-
stances of human trafficking, 
poverty, racism and margin-
alization. “The human family 
needs to be saved from exclu-
sion and disconnectedness... 
Of the many needs of humanity 
today that you, fresh graduates, 
will have to face, I believe that 
exclusion and alienation and 
disappearance of persons need 
your urgent attention.”

Born in Manila, Philip-
pines, Tagle was ordained in 
1982 at 24 years old and is a 
highly regarded theologian ap-
pointed by Pope John Paul II 
to the Vatican’s International 
Theological Commission and 
is the former Bishop of Imus in 
his home country.

“The poor disappear as 
human beings in an unjust 
economic system. We need 
self-examination, we need an 
examination of consciousness,” 
Tagle said.

Tagle was also the recipient 
of an honorary degree of Doctor 
of Humane Letters by St. John’s 
University.

About 54 percent of the grad-
uating class of Spring 2018 were 
female while 46 were male, 
according to the St. John’s 
President Conrado Gempesaw. 
Approximately 98 percent of 
the now former students are 
from the Millennial genera-
tion between 18 and 35 and the 
youngest bachelor’s degree re-
cipient was only 19, Gempesaw 
remarked.

“But what is very impres-
sive,” Gempesaw said, “is that 

476 students will graduate with 
honors and 19 undergraduates 
are graduating with a perfect 
4.0 GPA.”

The oldest graduate was 64 
and 138 students had previous-
ly served in the military.

“Today, because of your 
hard work, your perseverance, 
we celebrate your achievements 
that will hopefully serve as the 
foundation of the next stage in 
your careers,” Gempesaw said. 
“Your success is our success and 
our success is yours as well.”

An estimate 14,000 people 
were gathered on the Great 
Lawn of St. John’s 8000 Utopia 
Pkwy. grounds.

“Most high schoolers are 

told not to expect their college 
professors to care about them 
as much as their high school 
teachers did,” physics major 
Claire Alvine said. “At St. 
John’s, my professors genuinely 
cared about me and my future. 
St. John’s is not just a school, 
but a community. I am grateful 
to all of the people I have met 
who supported and encouraged 
me to pursue my goals.”

English major Aria Laucella 
said her diploma was far more 
than just a “piece of paper” but 
proof of her tenacity and grit.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Confetti falls at the St. John’s University commencement ceremony. Photos by Michael Shain

St. John’s ushers in next generationSt. John’s ushers in next generation
Nearly 2,000 university students receive their diplomas at commencement ceremony

Speakers at the commencement praised the diversity of the graduating class. Families were overjoyed to see loved ones collect their diplomas.

It’s common for graduates to decorate their caps with messages of the 
obstacles they overcame to attain a degree.
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NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495

POLICE 

Blotter

BY BILL PARRY

Four men have been sentenced in 
federal court for their roles in two bra-
zen bank heists, one in Rego Park and 
the other in Brooklyn, to more than 
11 years in federal prison earlier this 
month.

Michael Mazzara, 45, and his crew 
of three stole more than $20 million 
worth of cash, jewelry, collectibles and 
other valuables from the banks’ safety 
deposit boxes and vaults in the spring 
of 2016. On both occasions, the burglars 
used acetylene blowtorches to cut into 
the tops of the banks’ vaults from the 
roof of the buildings at the Maspeth 
Federal Savings Bank branch at 64-19 
Woodhaven Blvd. The crew shielded 
their activities from view by construct-
ing a plywood shed on the roof of the 
bank, according to court filings.

At the time of their arrests in July 
2016, then-police Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton likened the burglaries to 
scenes from the movie “Heat,” calling 
the crews’ plan “well organized, metic-
ulous and elusive to law enforcement.” 
The 1995 Michael Mann-directed film 
starring Al Pacino and Robert de Niro 
follows a group of professional bank 
robbers who unknowingly leave a clue 
for investigators.

“By using blow torches to cut 
through bank roofs, and subsequently 
into vaults and safe deposit boxes, these 
defendants deprived hundreds of un-
suspecting victims of their valuables, 
priceless heirlooms, and cherished 
keepsakes,” U.S. Attorney Geoffrey 
Berman said. “As a result, the defen-
dants will serve serious prison sen-

tences. We will now be able to reunite 
many of the stolen items, including 
religious artifacts, jewelry, baseball 
cards, and coins, with their rightful 
owners.”

Mazzara was facing a maximum of 
20 years at his sentencing after plead-
ing guilty in December to two counts 
of bank theft. U.S. District Judge Kath-
erine Forest instead sentenced him to 
a more lenient 135 months in prison, 
as she put it “thanks to Mazzara’s deci-
sion” to return the cash and valuables, 
according to American organized 
crime expert Jerry Capeci on his Gang 
Land News site.

During the course of the investiga-
tion of the burglaries, the FBI and the 
NYPD executed multiple search war-
rants at locations in Brooklyn, Long 
Island, and Pennsylvania, and seized 
items that had been taken from safe 
deposit boxes during the burglaries. 
In total, more than 200 items that were 
stolen from safe deposit boxes have 
been recovered, according to the U.S. 
Attorney.

Forrest sentenced Anthony Mas-
cuzzio, 38, of Brooklyn to 84 months, 
and three years of supervised release 
and Christopher Kerrigan, 41, of Stat-
en Island to 90 months in jail. In ad-
dition to the burglaries, Charles Ker-
rigan, 42, of Brooklyn pleaded guilty 
to one count of witness retaliation 
while on pre-trial release, in connec-
tion with his assault of an individual 
who he believed had provided infor-
mation about the burglaries to the 
FBI and NYPD. He was sentenced to 
a total term of 200 months in prison 
by Forrest.

Four men were sentenced in Manhattan federal court for their roles in a 2016 burglary 
at the Maspeth Federal Savings Bank branch in Rego Park, as well as another bank in 
Brooklyn. Photo by Michael Shain 

Four sentenced in 2016 Rego Park bank heist
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Over 70 Years of Reliable Cleaning, Storage and Service
516.746.5500
224 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola 

M-F: 10-6, Sat: 10-5, Eves by Appointment

TsontosFurs.com

Over 70 Years of Reliable Cleaning, Storage and Service
516 746 5500

18
51

35
 C

It’s Storage Time!

IT’S MORE  THAN
JUST A JOB—

IT’S YOUR
CAREER.

 
 

The pre-registration period opens on 
 and closes on 

Begin your journey by pre-registering for the
NYPD Police Officer exam at 

Pre-registration is  before taking the exam.

For more information, visit 

Facebook:
NYPD Recruit

Twitter:
@nypdrecruit

Instagram:
@nypdrecruit

Linkedin:
NYPD EOE

 Any Injury That Occurred 
   At Work

 Construction Site Traumas
 Car Accidents
 Back Trauma
 Broken Or Fractured Bones
 Drivers
 Utility Workers
 Home Attendants 
 Nurses
 Construction Workers

LARGE CASH SETTLEMENTS!
MEDICAL BILLS PAID!

NO FEE UNLESS YOU RECOVER MONEY!

Edmond Hakimian Esq

Law Offices of Edmond J. Hakimian, P.C.
CALL US: 718-362-3180

www.HakimianLaw.com  HakimianESQ@gmail.com  We Speak Spanish

WE GIVE YOU 
THE PERSONAL 

ATTENTION 

YOU DESERVE.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
INJURED AT WORK?
CALL US FOR A CONSULTATION!
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
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M A K E 
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O P E N  H O U S E 
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Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Lawmakers across the city and 
Police Commissioner James O’Neill 
revealed their intentions last week to 
overhaul the way they approach low-
level marijuana offenses, especially as 
it pertains to people of color. 

“Studies show there is no correla-
tion between low-level marijuana of-
fenses and public safety,” said City 
Councilman Donovan Richards (D-Far 
Rockaway). “If the NYPD is going after 
gangs, I have no problem with that, but 
if 40 percent of [black] kids who are get-
ting locked up and never had a record 
beforehand – what is that telling you? 
White kids smoke the same way – so 
we’ve got work to do to make sure that 
there is equity.” 

Under the direction of Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, a spokesman for the NYPD said 
that the department will create a work-
ing group, which would review policies 
related to marijuana and come up with 
proposals for how they will proceed in 
handling low-level offenses in 30 days.

“The NYPD will review our prac-
tices to ensure enforcement is consis-
tent with the values of fairness and 
trust at the root of Neighborhood Po-
licing,” said O’Neill in a statement. 
“The NYPD has no interest in arrest-
ing New Yorkers for marijuana offens-
es when those arrests have no impact 
on public safety.”

The day before the May 15 City Hall 
meeting, City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), the chair of the Com-
mittee on the Justice System, called on 
the city’s district attorneys to refuse to 
prosecute low-level possession mari-
juana cases. 

“Declining to prosecute more low-
level marijuana cases will make our 
justice system fairer and help prevent 
unnecessary and expensive incarcera-
tion,” said Lancman. 

Shortly after Lancman’s request, Cy 
Vance and Eric Gonzalez — the district 
attorneys for Manhattan and Brook-

lyn, respectively — announced that 
they will put forth policy changes with 
respect to marijuana prosecution. 

“The dual mission of the Manhattan 
DA’s Office is a safer New York and a 
more equal justice system,” Vance said. 
“The ongoing arrest and criminal pros-
ecution of predominantly black and 
brown New Yorkers for smoking mari-
juana serves neither of these goals.”

Richards wants Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown to join the other 
DA’s in their revamped approach to 
low-level marijuana prosecution.

“I’m hoping the Queens DA will 
come around to using discretion,” Rich-
ards said. “If you are not a violent of-
fender, there is no reason you should be 
behind bars for smoking marijuana... 
and I hope all the DAs are really going 
to come around on this.”

Brown’s office has taken some mea-
sures to relegate petty crimes, like 
marijuana offenses, by sponsoring its 
first-ever summons warrant forgive-
ness event in the borough on Oct. 21, 
2017, and it will look at the NYPD’s 
upcoming proposals before taking any 
further action.  

“It is our understanding that May-
or Bill de Blasio has directed the New 
York City Police Department to review 
its policy and practices,” said a spokes-
man for the Queens District Attorney’s 
office. “We will await the results of that 
review.”

The mayor did not give any details 
on how he would implement a new 
policy in tackling low-level marijuana 
offenses, but he wants there to be sig-
nificant change in how justice is doled 
out. 

“We must and we will end unneces-
sary arrests and end disparity in en-
forcement — it’s time for those to be a 
thing of the past in New York City and 
all over this country.”

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Offi cials change approach 
on low level pot offenses

City officials are re-evaluating their methods in prosecuting low level marijuana offenses.  
Photo by Mel Evans/AP
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T H E  D O U G L A S T O N  M A N O R
63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD., DOUGLASTON, NY 11362 

 718.224.8787  WWW.THEDOUGLASTONMANOR.COM

DOUGLASTON 
M A N O R

D O U G L A S T O N  M A N O R  H A S  A  S U N D A Y  I N  J U L Y  AVA I L A B L E  A T  A 

D R A S T I C  P R I C E  R E D U C T I O N .  C A L L  U S  A T  Y O U R  C O N V E N I E N C E . 

TH I S  D A T E  M A Y  B E  T H E  D A T E  O F  Y O U R  D R E A M S .

A M A Z I N G  J U LY  O P P O R T U N I T Y
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Owning a home can be quite ex-
pensive in New York City. 

A new analysis revealed that 
Queens ranked as the fourth highest 
county in New York where residents 
spent half of their income on hous-
ing costs. 

Gavop, a real estate, housing, and 
local data analytics service, used 
data from the U.S. Census Bureau 
to produce a study on homeowners’ 
costs as a percentage of income, ac-
cording to Kevin Pryor, Gavop ana-
lyst. It analyzed real estate trends at 
the county level across the United 
States and found that Queens Coun-
ty had a median income of $62,207 
and a median housing cost of $29,136 
per year for homeowners with a 
mortgage.

In the study, housing costs in-
clude homeowner expenses such 
as the sum of mortgage payments, 
real estate taxes, insurance, and 
utilities.

“We looked at annual housing 
costs as a percentage to gauge how 
much debt people owe to their living 
situation based on location,” said 

Pryor. “Here, the numbers show that 
Queens residents paid a high medi-
an percentage of income on housing 
costs, resulting in a large debt to ho-
meownership in the area.” 

Pryor said for Queens “it was ab-
normally high for New York.” The 
percentage was 46.8 percent, where 
residents spent half of their income 
on mortgage payments, including 
utilities and maintenance. 

Queens County’s median housing 
cost in relation to income is much 
larger than New York state’s rate of 
39.5 percent and the national level of 
31 percent. 

According to the study, four of the 
top five counties that have a large 
housing cost are in New York City. 
The Bronx had the highest values 
in the state where homeowners pay 
78 percent of their income followed 
by Kings County (59.0 percent); New 
York County - Manhattan (49.1 per-
cent); Queens (46.8 percent); and 
Westchester at 43.6 percent.  

The counties with a lower per-
centage was located in upstate New 
York. 

Wayne County had the lowest val-

Queens County housing cost 
fourth highest in New York

Continued on Page 46
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1-917-246-2888.
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MAY 26TH & 27TH

www.hudsonberkshirewinefestival.com

THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT
Columbia Co. Fairgrounds, Chatham, NY

AWARD-WINNING WINERIES, DISTILLERIES 
AND CIDERIES FROM NY AND MA

Information & tickets available on-line at:

Special Weekend Events Include Wine, Beer 
& Cider Seminars, Food Pairings & More!

SAVE $5 On Admission
Order Tickets Online Now!

Your One Stop Removal & Cleanup Service

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Throughout May, state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) has advanced 
and introduced new bills that would 
ease access to voting and protect vot-
ers’ rights, and conduct studies on 
track side hazards along MTA’s rail-
roads.

The two pieces of legislations that 
were advanced by Comrie were his 
No-Excuse Absentee Voting and his 
Expanded Language Options for Bal-
lots bills, according to the state Sen-
ate Democratic Conference. 

The Absentee Voting bill would 
amend the state Constitution to al-
low for any voter to request to vote by 
mail without declaring a reason in 
New York, according to Senate Demo-
crats. 

His second piece of legislation 
would direct the Queens County 
Board of Elections to provide lan-
guage assistance in Bengali, Punjabi 
and Hindi. 

“Voting should be an equal right 
for all, not a costly inconvenience for 
working families, immigrant com-
munities, seniors, and students,” said 
Comrie. “Expanded voting oppor-
tunities and language accessibility 
are needed to strengthen our state’s 
democracy. We cannot continue to 
ignore this issue as countless voices 
across our state go unheard election 
after election.”

Comrie’s MTA Commuter Rail 
Track Safety Legislation, which was 
introduced this month, was in re-
sponse to the suspension of rail ser-
vice at the Hollis stop of the Long Is-
land Rail Road during rush hour.

The interruption in service oc-
curred because the Hollis stop was 0.2 
miles away from a waste management 
facility in Jamaica that caught on fire 
and took approximately 200 firefight-
ers to put out over the course of 20 
hours, according to the FDNY. 

Service to the Hempstead, Oyster 
Bay, Port Jefferson and Ronkonkoma 
rail lines were all suspended around 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. on March 16, 2018 as the 

fire raged, according to the LIRR. 
The blaze was put out the following 

morning by 44 fire units, and the fire 
marshal discovered it was an accident 
caused by the improper disposal of a 
lithium battery from the waste facil-
ity, Royal Waste Services, located at 
187-40 Jamaica Ave., an FDNY spokes-
man said.

There were newspapers and card-
boards piled as high as 15 feet at the 
top of the plant, which made it diffi-
cult for firefighters to stop the fire, 
according to Queens Borough Fire 
Commander Edward Baggott. 

The legislation will direct the 
LIRR and Metro-North to study track 
side safety along the agencies’ respec-
tive rights-of-way in order to identify 
potential hazards, such as combus-
tible materials, near above-ground 
and grade-level tracks, according to 
Comrie’s office. The senator hopes 
this will allow the agencies to make 
recommendations for the removal of 
such materials. 

“This is about ensuring customer 
safety and service reliability—the 

Comrie looking to pass 
new voting legislation

State Sen. Leroy Comrie has sponsored a 
slew of new bills including one for early ab-
sentee voting in New York. 

Continued on Page 46
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See why New Yorkers love our benefits. 
Call us at 1-855-263-1962, TTY 711.

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage 
organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid program. Enrollment in the plan depends 
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$3,000 
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Dual Complete®.
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Transportation 
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Queens elected offi cials endorse Crowley
BY BILL PARRY

More than 100 support-
ers joined U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
Sunday at his Jackson 
Heights campaign headquar-
ters where after a brief rally 
they went to knock on doors 
across the borough to discuss 
the congressman’s record of 
fighting for equal pay, Medi-
care for all and immigrant 
rights.

Crowley, 56, is locked into 
his first primary challenge in 
14 years with Bronx resident 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
28, a first-time candidate 
who is running a grass-roots 
campaign devoid of corporate 
Political Action Committees 
or lobbyists after she helped 
coordinate U.S. Sen. Bernie 
Sanders’ (I-Vt.) presidential 
campaign in the Bronx.

With the federal primary 
election scheduled for June 
26, Queens elected officials 
began endorsing Crowley, 
the chairman of the Queens 
County Democratic Party, 
last week.

“Joe Crowley has been a 

champion for our community. 
Whether it’s fighting for af-
fordable housing, keeping 
our streets safe, or working to 
protect our quality of life, our 
congressman has been our 

strongest ally in Washing-
ton,” City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “Donald Trump has his 
friends in Congress working 
hard every day to undo all the 

progress that we have made 
and we need our strongest 
supporters in Congress work-
ing even harder to protect it. 
I know Joe Crowley is a hard 
worker and a defender of our 

values. That’s why I strongly 
endorse him for re-election.”

Ocasio-Cortez was not im-
pressed by the flurry of Crow-
ley support.

“It is unsurprising that 
my opponent would receive 
the endorsements of local 
elected officials, who rely on 
his conflicting positions as 
both incumbent and chair-
man of the Queens County 
Democratic Party for their 
own re-election,” Ocasio-Cor-
tez said. “It is also unsurpris-
ing that this system designed 
on patronage and deference 
to the chairman has resulted 
in an endorsement list that 
is overwhelmingly homog-
enous and unrepresentative 
of the people in NY-14. Many 
local officials are supportive 
of the Ocasio2018 campaign. 
My opponent’s triple-dipping 
behavior, concentrating sev-
eral positions of power unto 
himself, has created an envi-
ronment of fear and intimida-
tion in Queens County about 
publicly challenging him. 
That is not Democracy — it’s 
a racket.”

State Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas introduces U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley during an event at his Jackson 
Heights campaign office. Courtesy of Crowley for Congress

ELECTIONELECTION
20182018

Continued on Page 46
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LISTEN
WE’RE HERE TO 

FEELING ISOLATED?

TALK 1-888-692-9355   
TEXT WELL to 65173  
CHAT nyc.gov/nycwell

•   •   •   
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BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) announced he would not 
run for state attorney general this 
fall and he has thrown his support 
behind Public Advocate Letitia 
James, who announced her candi-
dacy last week.

“I think I would have been very 
good at that job, fighting the special 
interests for the people of New York 
as attorney general,” Gianaris said. 
“At the same time, I understand 
the need for women in positions of 
power is so great. I respect and ap-
preciate that and I felt it was time to 
endorse Tish James.”

Gianaris also made his decision 
to remain in the Senate so he could 
continue as chairman of the state 
Senate Democrats’ campaign arm, 
the Democratic Senate Campaign 
Committee.

“The other side of the coin is I’ve 
fought for years to regain a Demo-
cratic majority in the state Sen-
ate and here we are just a hair’s 
breadth away from the majority,” 
Gianaris said.

Democrats need to pick up one 
seat this November to take control 
of the upper chamber. Gianaris 
could not have remained chairman 

of the Democratic Senate Campaign 
Committee if he had run for attor-
ney general.

“If I’m in the leadership of the 
majority with Andrea Stewart-
Cousins as the Senate majority 
leader and Tish James as attorney 
general, I’ll feel very comfortable 
with the decision I made,” Gianaris 
said.

The Harvard Law School graduate 
has represented the neighborhoods 
of Long Island City, Sunnyside, 
Woodside, Woodhaven, Ridgewood 
and Astoria, where he was born and 
still resides, in the Senate since 2010 
after having served for 10 years in 
the state Assembly.

“We have a lot of challenges in 
western Queens with needs for 
services and infrastructure in our 
growing neighborhoods,” Gianaris 
said. “And I am very proud to con-
tinue as its state senator.”

It was not the first time Gianaris 
mulled a run for attorney general.

“I explored running in 2008, but 
a guy named Andrew Cuomo got in 
the race,” he said. “And it became 
unfeasible.”

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-

mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Gianaris opts out of
attorney general race

State Sen. Michael Gianaris decides against running for attorney general in November to focus 
on the drive for a Democratic majority in the state Senate. Photo by Michael Shain 

ELECTION ELECTION 20182018
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Eat healthy on Memorial Day weekend
What ever happened to the good 

old days when the worst things we 
had to fear on Memorial Day were 
traffic jams and indigestion? 

Folks setting to break out their 
outdoor grill this Memorial Day 
face a nasty choice. If they under-
cook their hamburgers, hot dogs, 
and chicken nuggets, their family 
and friends may face food poison-
ing by E. coli and Salmonella bac-
teria. The U.S. Meat and Poultry 
Hotline advises raising the tem-
perature. 

But our own National Cancer 

Institute warns that high-temper-
ature grilling of processed meats 
produces cancer-causing com-
pounds.

Do we really need to choose be-
tween food poisoning and cancer?

Luckily, a bunch of enterpris-
ing food processors have met this 
challenge head-on by developing a 
great variety of healthful, delicious 
plant-based veggie burgers, veggie 
dogs, and soy nuggets. These prod-
ucts don’t harbor nasty bugs or 
cancer-causing compounds. They 
don’t even offer cholesterol, satu-

rated fats, drugs, or pesticides like 
their animal-based alternatives. 
And they are waiting for us in the 
frozen food section of our neigh-
borhood supermarket, along with 
nut-based milks, ice creams and 
other dairy-free desserts.

This Memorial Day let’s stay 
safe on the roads, but let’s extend 
the safety net to our family barbe-
cue grill. 

Freddy Green
Flushing
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As everyone prepares for the holiday weekend, it’s 
important to remember why we celebrate Memorial 
Day.

Yes, the barbecues are fun. Spending time in the 
backyard, at the beach, or at a community pool with 
family and friends is a great way to enjoy the long 
weekend. And having Monday off work is a nice treat. 
But there’s more to Memorial Day than simply hav-
ing fun. 

It’s about remembering those who died for our 
freedom. That’s it, pure and simple. It’s not the same 
as Veterans Day, which rightly celebrates and honors 
all, living and dead, who have served in our nation’s 
armed forces.

Millions of soldiers have sacrificed their lives to 
defend our country. And Memorial Day represents a 
time when we can honor their sacrifice. Just about 
everyone has a personal connection to a veteran — 
whether it be through friends, family, or even the 
community, which is especially true here in Queens.

The borough will host several parades and events 
over the course of the weekend, including the Little 
Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade, which is one 
of largest in the country. 

The parades enable thousands of Queens residents 
and elected officials to gather together to support vet-
erans and active armed service members, no matter 
where you are in the borough. There are celebrations 
planned in Bayside Hills, Sunnyside Gardens, Broad 
Channel, Forest Hills, Maspeth, College Point, Lau-
relton, Rosedale and Whitestone — each of which is 
packed each year with residents looking to pay their 
respects.

Before you start your barbecues or head to the 
beach, make an effort to attend one of the celebra-
tions. Even if you don’t personally know anyone who 
served, or is currently serving in the armed forces, 
someone you know does and they would appreciate 
the support. 

Don’t make the weekend about you. Look at the 
bigger picture. The reason we are able to have these 
observances is because of those who died defending 
our country. They gave their lives so we can enjoy 
ours.

We owe the fallen soldiers and their families a 
great debt of gratitude. We should know that without 
the grandest sacrifice by our forefathers, we would 
not be the nation we are today. The least you can do 
is spend some of the holiday weekend cheering and 
offering your time and support. You may enjoy your-
self and the company of those around more than you 
thought. And your gesture may have a greater effect 
than you realize.

Contact the newsroom: 718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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The Mayor’s Office of Im-
migrant Affairs released its 
first ever annual report in 
March detailing efforts in 2017 
to in the report’s words inte-
grate immigrant New Yorkers 
into the city’s “civic, economic 
and cultural life.”

 Some 3.1 million New York-
ers are immigrants, of whom 
approximately 560,000 are 
undocumented, according to 
the office.  Most notably, the 
office estimates one million 
immigrant New Yorkers are 
in “mixed-status” households, 
where someone in the family 
is undocumented.

Under the de Blasio admin-
istration, the office has iden-
tified three priorities – the 
integration of immigrants, fa-

cilitating access to justice and 
advocating reform to address 
inequities.

Among the other notable 
demographic findings, the re-
port said over half of all New 
Yorkers – regardless of immi-
gration status are “rent-bur-
dened” (spending 30 percent 
of their income or more on 
rent).  Prevalence of household 
overcrowding (more than 1.5 
persons per room) was signifi-
cantly higher for green card 
holders and undocumented 
persons alike.  Immigrants 
now comprise 45 percent of 
New York City’s workforce, 
25 percent of whom work in 
Health, Education or Human 
Services. More than half - 52 
percent of businesses in the 
city - are owned by immi-
grants.

Efforts at language inclu-
sion are a longstanding policy 
item at City Hall, spanning 
administrations.  After the 
implementation of full trans-
lation of six key languages 
under the Bloomberg admin-
istration, subsequent efforts at 

language inclusion have tried 
to bridge gaps and adapt to 
changing circumstances. The 
2017 Local Law 30 added Ara-
bic, Urdu, Polish and French to 
the list of required languages.  
In response to current events, 
such as the recent cancellation 
of TPS for Nepali immigrants, 
has spurred the office to adopt 
Nepali translation of its mate-
rials.  The report itself will be 
translated into 10 languages, 
mandated by Local Law 30, 
which covers 86 percent of lim-
ited English proficiency resi-
dents, according to the office.

Specifically, the office runs 
the We Are New York English 
language learning program, 
which in 2017 organized 182 
classes and produced a series 
of educational videos to cover 
critical issues such as mental 
health and worker’s rights, 
while also building proficien-
cy.  The office has coordinated 
town halls and Know Your 
Rights forums to engage com-
munities in the city, having 
provided 740 such forums in 
2017.

Of more recent policy 
moves, the report touted the 
office’s partnership with 
Mayor’s Office to Combat Do-
mestic Violence, the Mayor’s 
Office of Criminal Justice and 
law enforcement to support 
immigrant victims of crime, 
including securing U and T 
visas, which provide relief 
for victims of trafficking and 
for victims that have suffered 
substantial mental and physi-
cal abuse, respectively.  City 
agencies provided 709 certifi-
cations from law enforcement 
for individuals applying for 
these protections.  Another 
partnership, Action NYC, 
which provides legal services 
for immigration issues, pro-
vided 8,004 legal screenings, 
last year.

Lastly, the report noted 
that in response to the federal 
government’s focus on immi-
gration enforcement, the city 
has enhanced its partnerships 
with other municipalities 
where immigrants live.  The 
Cities for Action advocates for 
federal policies, such as the 

Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals and also files amicus 
briefs challenging Trump ad-
ministration actions in court.  
According to the office, there 
are approximately 150,000 
DACA-eligible persons living 
in the city.  

The report also cites feder-
al efforts to “defund jurisdic-
tions which limit cooperation 
with federal immigration en-
forcement” as another reason 
for this inter-city cooperation.  
Arguably federal immigration 
policy has repositioned mu-
nicipalities, especially large 
cities in an adversarial rela-
tionship with the federal gov-
ernment, with cities turned 
into the key defender against 
the federal government.  This 
is reflected at the end of the 
report, which concluded with 
the office’s priorities for the 
current year.  Aside from con-
tinuing civic engagement and 
utilizing evaluation to study 
current efforts, the office 
plans to advocate for the city’s 
interests at the national level, 
though its partnerships.

City releases fi rst-ever report on inclusion
COLUMNS

State Sen. Tony Avella just 
held a press conference in 
Fresh Meadows concerning 
bioswales, or rain gardens as 
the city calls them. He again 
stated his view that homeown-
ers should have the right to 
opt-out of having the city build 
a bioswale at the curb in front 
of their houses. A score of civic 
association leaders with other 
supporters came to support 

his views.
The house in front of which 

the press conference was held 
happens to be mine. My wife 
Edna and I have been frustrat-
ed by the way this whole bio-
swale activity has taken place. 
When green lines and green 
letters appeared in front of 
my house on the sidewalk, we 
didn’t know what they meant. 
It took us weeks to find out 
about the bioswales.

Edna attended two public 
meetings on the issue and a 
round robin phone call on the 
issue over several months. 
She was told that since we had 
sprinklers in the area desig-
nated for a bioswale, we could 
be exempt. Months later, red 

and orange letters appeared on 
the sidewalk, which we even-
tually found out meant that 
the gas, sewer and water lines 
for our house and the adjacent 
houses ran right through this 
area. How could the city possi-
bly dig up this area for a rain 
garden?

Sen, Avella had gotten the 
EPA to agree not to put any 
bioswales in his district until 
the issue was clarified. Then 
about a month ago, a Suffolk-
based drilling company start-
ed drilling test bores in the 
neighborhood by pounding 
pipes into the ground to de-
termine what type of soil was 
there to see if a 10-foot deep 
bioswale could be dug in that 

location. We held them off for 
a week by Edna sitting at the 
curb, but she left finally and 
after they called the police on 
us, we had to back off.

We discovered during the 
press conference that right in 
the gutter next to the curb, a 
three-foot square, cemented 
area with a manhole in the 
middle was a Con Ed special 
electrical installation. How 
could the EPA dare to let this 
company drill near it? How 
could they even dare think of 
putting a bioswale near this 
installation?

Some of the civic leaders 
spoke about their concerns 
and frustration over the way 
this whole project has been 

handled. Some spoke about 
finished bioswales they have 
noticed with the grasses and 
bushes dead, with trash and 
dog droppings in them. People 
just don’t trust the city to keep 
these areas clean. Just look at 
the way the tree pits of many 
of the trees that have been 
planted in the past few years 
on center malls and sidewalks 
have been neglected. If only 
the city had been prevent-
ing people from cementing or 
bricking over their front, side 
and back yards, there would 
be enough areas for rainwater 
to drain into the ground.

Now we are told that the 
EPA will only let people with 
medical issues opt-out. Wow!

Queens civic leaders voice concerns about bioswales

New Voices
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■

The Civic 
Scene

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and 
phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by 
Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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In conjunction with the Great-
er Astoria Historical Society, 
TimesLedger Newspapers pres-
ents noteworthy events in the bor-
ough’s history.

Born Walter Whitman on 
May 31, 1819 in West Hills, N.Y., 
Walt Whitman was a quintessen-
tially American poet, essayist 
and journalist. He is best remem-
bered for his collection of poetry 
“Leaves of Grass,” an American 
epic that champions and identi-
fies with the common man. 

His work was highly contro-
versial in its time, with many 
finding the open sexuality of 
his great work to be obscene. To 
make ends meet, he also worked 
as a carpenter, government clerk 
and a schoolteacher at Jamaica 

Academy, on the site of present 
day Queens College. Whitman 
greatly influenced other writ-
ers, including close friend Bram 
Stoker, who may have modeled 
the original “Dracula” after the 
poet from New York.

The second of nine children 
born to Walter and Louisa Whit-
man, the future author moved 
to Brooklyn as a young boy, 
frequently relocating due to his 
family’s financial difficulties. 
In one of his few happy child-
hood memories, he recalled be-
ing lifted into the air and kissed 
on the cheek by the Marquis de 
Lafayette during a July 4th cel-
ebration in 1825. 

Ending his formal education 
at age 11, Whitman worked as 
a printer’s apprentice for local 

newspapers and began publish-
ing poetry anonymously. In the 
late 1830s, the footloose young 
man lived for a while in Jamaica, 
Queens, where he earned a liv-
ing as a teacher and newspaper 
writer. His time in the borough 
was presented in a 2005 Queens 
College exhibit titled “Did You 
Know I Was Your Neighbor?”

Not finding satisfaction in 
teaching, Whitman returned to 
Brooklyn and worked as a car-
penter building houses. After 
years of struggling for what he 
called “the usual rewards,” how-
ever, he began writing “Leaves 
of Grass.” Written in free verse 
with a cadence based on the Bi-
ble, he first published his semi-
nal work in 1855 using his own 
money. Due to its overt sexual 
nature, the great compilation 
of poetry met with great contro-
versy, with one critic deeming 
it “trashy, profane & obscene.” 
Other great contemporary writ-
ers, including essayist Henry 
David Thoreau, greatly admired 
Whitman’s epic celebration of 
the young, bustling nation.

Walt Whitman never at-
tained financial success from 
his work and continued work-
ing as a journalist to support 
himself. While volunteering as a 
nurse tending to wounded Union 
soldiers in Washington, D.C. 
during the Civil War, the poet 
penned a moving dispatch to 
the New York Times titled “The 
Great Army of the Sick,” which 
recounted his many encounters 
with the wounded and dying 
young men he encountered.

After suffering a stroke in 
1873, Whitman moved to Cam-
den, N.J. to live with a brother. 
After recovering his health, he 
continued publishing new edi-
tions of “Leaves of Grass” and re-
ceiving visitors, including Irish 
poet Oscar Wilde and the painter 
Thomas Eakins. Wilde claimed 
to have kissed his American 
friend during the visit, adding 
to speculation that Whitman 
was either bisexual or gay. Af-
ter a period of failing health, the 
“poet of democracy” died at his 
home on March 26, 1892 and was 
buried at the Harleigh Cemetery 

in Camden. The Walt Whitman 
House is now a museum open to 
the public.

In “Song of Myself,” which 
appeared in “Leaves of Grass,” 
the carpenter, Queens school-
teacher, journalist and poet left 
behind this timeless message.

“I depart as air . . . . I shake my 
white locks at the runaway sun,

I effuse my flesh in eddies and 
drift it in lacy jags.

I bequeath myself to the dirt to 
grow from the grass I love,

If you want me again look for 
me under your bootsoles.

You will hardly know who I 
am or what I mean,

But I shall be good health to 
you nevertheless,

And filter and fibre your 
blood.

Failing to fetch me at first keep 
encouraged,

Missing me one place search 
another,

I stop somewhere waiting for 
you.”

Walt Whitman spent part of the 1830s in Queens
COLUMNS
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
$7,900BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#8357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY MALIBU
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

125k miles, Stk#34486
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT
$4,995BUY 

FOR:

108k miles, Stk#31719
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD
$11,975BUY 

FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#29208
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M38786
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA CIVIC EX
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

START NOW AT 
MEMORIAL 
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MEMORIAL
DAY SALE

Minimum purchase of $3999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required. See store for details.

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS* NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR
NO DOWN PAYMENT EASY TO APPLY

ENDS 

MONDAY!

DON’T WAIT • THE LAST TIME WE DID THIS, WE SOLD OUT.

KING mattress. QUEEN price.
QUEEN mattress. TWIN price.

THE BIG PRICE DROP†

PLUS

FREE
ADJUSTABLE BASE**

when you spend just $599 on a mattress.

UP TO A $699 VALUE ... FREE

WAS $397 | SAVE $100

QUEEN NOW $297

ALESBURY MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

WAS $497 | SAVE $100

QUEEN NOW $397

GREENWOOD FIRM MATTRESSACROSS EVERY BRAND

MF34_NYC_WRAP_5.25_DAILYNEWS_1
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MEMORIAL DAY SALE

QUEEN WAS $699

NOW $599
QUEEN WAS $899

NOW $799
QUEEN WAS $1099

NOW $899
+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE +FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

QUEEN
MATTRESS

TWIN PRICE

THE BIG 
PRICE DROP†

PLUS

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

MF34_NYC_WRAP_5.25_DAILYNEWS_2_3

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

Pillow Top MattressPillow Top Mattress Memory Foam Mattress
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MEMORIAL DAY SALE

KING
MATTRESS

QUEEN PRICE

THE BIG 
PRICE DROP†

PLUS

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

KING WAS $899

NOW $699
KING WAS $1099

NOW $899
+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE +FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

KING WAS $1299

NOW $1099
+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

Pillow Top MattressMemory Foam MattressPillow Top Mattress
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MF34_NYC_WRAP_5.25_DAILYNEWS_4

 0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 5/16/18-5/29/18 and 
applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will 
be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is 
$2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 5/16/18-5/29/18. Receive a free Head Up 50 adjustable base (up to a $699 value) with 
select mattress purchases of $599 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Split king base purchases consist of 2 bases. For split king purchases consumer will receive one free adjustable base with promotion, with second base at regular price.  Free adjustable base 
off er valid to complete mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort or Purple mattresses. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †The Big Price Drop: Get select king-sized mattresses 
for the price of a queen-sized mattress. Or get select queen-sized mattresses for the price of a twin-sized mattress. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. Off er not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort or Purple mattresses. 
Limited quantities available; off er valid 5/16/18-5/29/18 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1399. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only 
and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 5/16/18-5/29/18 or 
while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

ENDS
MONDAY!

THE BIG PRICE DROP†

PLUS

GET A FREE
ADJUSTABLE BASE**

when you spend just $599 on a mattress.

FIRM MATTRESS

KING WAS $249

NOW $199

QUEEN WAS $199

NOW $149

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

KING WAS $299

NOW $249

QUEEN WAS $249

NOW $199

FIRM MATTRESS

KING WAS $499

NOW $399

QUEEN WAS $399

NOW $299

QUEEN MATTRESS. TWIN PRICE.
KING MATTRESS. QUEEN PRICE.

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

FIRM MATTRESS

KING WAS $1799

NOW $1499

QUEEN WAS $1499

NOW $1199

PLUSH MATTRESS

KING WAS $1999

NOW $1699

QUEEN WAS $1699

NOW $1399

CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS

KING WAS $2399

NOW $1899

QUEEN WAS $1899

NOW $1599

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS

KING WAS $1099

NOW $899

QUEEN WAS $899

NOW $699

PLUSH MATTRESS

KING WAS $1199

NOW $999

QUEEN WAS $999

NOW $799

FIRM MATTRESS

KING WAS $1899

NOW $1599

QUEEN WAS $1599

NOW $1299

SOFT MATTRESS

KING WAS $950

NOW $750

QUEEN WAS $750

NOW $575

MEDIUM MATTRESS

KING WAS $950

NOW $750

QUEEN WAS $750

NOW $575

FIRM MATTRESS

KING WAS $950

NOW $750

QUEEN WAS $750

NOW $575

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 05/25/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,200BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,488BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$8,888$8,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246939k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'15 HONDA CIVIC

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSSAN MAXIMA
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP CHEROKEE
$13,588BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$17,500BUY 

FOR:

44k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

MAJOR WORLD
MONTH DEALS
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

IN A BALLPARK FAR, FAR AWAY  Photos by Steve Vazquez

Dan Levinson (l.) leads the Canary Cottage Orchestra, a period-perfect band that specializes 
in World War I-era music, at the 15th annual Scott Joplin Memorial Concert in Astoria.

Even the Amazins’ mascot got into the dress-up act, seen here as Han Solo, accompanied 
by fans (from l. - r.) Andy Blumetti and his sons Sebastian and Avery.

“Star Wars” night at Citi Field was catered to the youngsters — but a few adults could not 
resist the invitation to come to the ballpark in costume.

RAGTIME RAZZMATAZZ  Photos by Michael Shain

DOGGING IT  Photos by Michael Shain

Biggie, a bulldog pup, is on his way to a new home with April Gordy and Laquan Castro. He 
was adopted at Sunday’s pet adoption event at Forest Park in Woodhaven. 

City Councilmen Eric Ulrich (c.) and Robert Holden (r.) sponsored the pet adoption 
event.

Something about old-time music inspires players to show off their eye-popping socks, 
which was the case here at the concert held at St. Michael’s Cemetery.
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What is the difference between a 
Workers’ Compensation attorney 
and a personal injury attorney?

When someone is in an accident 
their case can fall under one of 2 
categories, Workers’ Compensation, 
personal injury or possibly both.  
If someone gets hurt while work-
ing, they will have a Workers’ Com-
pensation case, and would need to 
hire an attorney who specializes 
in Workers’ Compensation.  This 
claim would be filed against the 
employer’s insurance company.  On 
the other hand, if someone gets into 
an accident off the job, they would 
need a personal injury attorney.  
This lawsuit would be filed against 
the person who was responsible for 
the accident.  
However, things are very different 
if someone was injured while work-
ing, AND the accident was caused 
by someone who was not under the 
control of their employer.  For ex-
ample if a taxi driver gets into a car 
accident, or a construction worker’s 
injury was caused by another com-
pany on the job, then they would 
need TWO attorneys for 2 separate 
cases. A Workers’ Compensation 
attorney will file a case against 
their employer’s insurance, while 
a personal injury attorney would 

file a lawsuit against the person 
who caused the accident.  Many 
people are easily mistaken by this, 
and thus do not get the proper rep-
resentation they need.  Workers’ 
Compensation and Personal Injury 
are 2 completely different fields.  
Most personal injury attorneys do 
not know how to properly handle a 
Workers’ Compensation case since 
it is a difference Court system, and 
the rules and laws are difference.  
Therefore, if someone gets injured 
while working it is imperative to re-
tain an attorney who specializes in 
Workers’ Compensation and not just 
hire a personal injury attorney.
Edmond J. Hakimian, Esq. special-
izes in Workers’ Compensation law. 
He is the managing attorney at the 
Law Offices of Edmond J. Hakim-
ian, PC, which serves all of New 
York City and Long Island.  Please 
send your questions or comments to 
HakimianESQ@gmail.com or you 
may call the office at 718-362-3180.  
No column is a substitute for com-
petent legal advice.  Please consult 
with the attorney of your choice con-
cerning specific legal questions you 
may have.

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

The New York Police Depart-
ment was at Queens Borough Hall 
in Kew Gardens last week, where it 
said its new neighborhood crime-
fighting strategy built on collabo-
ration with community residents 
has helped lower crime throughout 
the city.

The NCO program breaks up 
police precincts into four or five 
sectors and is staffed by two offi-
cers who, when not responding to 
emergency radio calls, devote their 
time to engaging with residents in 
their sectors in order to identify 
local problems, serve as liaisons 
between the police and the commu-
nity while solving crime.

The program was introduced in 
2015, and the NYPD intends to have 
NCOs at every precinct by the end 
of 2018.

“The great thing about com-
munity policing is that the com-
munity has a familiar face,” said 
Sgt. Widy Geritano, of Patrol Bor-
ough Queens South. “Instead of 
constantly getting to know a new 
officer, the community members 
now have a person that they see on 
a regular basis.”

The NYPD believes that resi-
dents’ familiarity with the coor-
dination officers has resulted in 
more people coming forward with 
issues in their area. This helps 
police gather tips to do their jobs 
more efficiently.

“People feel more comfortable 
with relaying any type of tips or 
any type of information that they 
might have had,” said Geritano. 
“Trust has now been established 
and both sides of communication 
has greatly improved.”

Residents are also able to get a 
better handle on the status of a po-
lice case.

“Half of the time when you call 
311 or 911, you don’t know if any-
thing was done about it,” said the 
sergeant. “Under the neighborhood 
policing model the officers are able 
to give back that information to 
their constituents in the communi-
ty that raised their concerns to the 
NCOs that is open dialogue.”

If residents want to learn which 
officers are assigned to their neigh-
borhood and learn how to get to 
know them at a meeting or issue a 
complaint, they can visit the Build 
The Block NYC website and simply 
enter their address to find those 
details, according to Geritano. 

The 102nd Precinct (Ozone Park, 
Kew Gardens, Richmond Hill and 
Woodhaven) is the only police sta-
tion in the southern policing sec-
tion of Queens without an NCO 
program, but that will change in 
mid-July. The 100, 101, 103, 105, 106, 
107 and 113 precincts rolled out 
their programs between 2015 and 
April 2018, the sergeant said.

In the northern policing section 
of Queens, the 109, 110, 111, 114 and 
115 precincts have an NCO pro-
gram. The 112 Precinct will have 
a program in mid-July, and the 104 
and 108 precincts will introduce 
theirs in October, according to 
Geritano. 

The NCO program has proven 
to be such a success for the NYPD 
that other police departments in 
the country want to implement its 
policies.

“Crimes are being solved a lot 
quicker... and that has led to more 
criminals being apprehended, 

Drop in crime attributed 
to NCO program: NYPD

The NYPD credited its Neighborhood Coordination Office program with reducing crime. 
Photo by Naeisha Rose

Continued on Page 46

What is Workers’ Compensation 

and who is eligible?

Workers’ Compensation is a 
claim filed against the employers 
insurance. This entitles the injured 
individual to medical coverage, lost 
wages, and money for permanent 
damage. By law, anyone who is 
injured while working is covered 
by Workers’ Compensation.

I just got injured while at work, 

what do I do now? 

First ensure that you are seen 
by a proper medical professional 
right away. Next, make sure your 
employer is immediately notified 
about this accident. Different forms 
will also need to be filled out and 
submitted to Court in order to 
protect your rights. It is highly 
advisable you speak to a Workers’ 
Compensation attorney to ensure 
your rights are protected.

Do I really need an attorney? 

Although, you are not required 
to obtain an attorney, retaining 
one is highly recommended. The 
attorney will ensure all required 
documents are properly filled out 
and submitted to Court in a timely 
manner. Furthermore, the attorney 
makes certain that you receive 
all the money you deserve. Since 
the insurance company has hired 
attorneys in order to figure out a 
way to pay you the least amount 
of money as possible, it is highly 
advisable for you to retain an 
attorney to maximize the money 
due to you.
 
Who will cover my medical bills 

if I go to the doctor/emergency 

room for treatment? 

 By law the Workers’ Compensation 
insurance carrier must cover all 
medical bills related to a work 
related injury.

I got injured last month, 

can I still file a Workers’ 

Compensation claim? 

Technically, you have 2 years to file 
a Workers’ Compensation claim. 
However, it is highly recommended 

to file the claim right away. The 
longer someone waits to file a 
claim, the more likely it will be 
that that claim will be denied. 
Furthermore, an employer must 
be notified of the accident within 
30 days, otherwise the case will 
automatically be denied.

Can my employer fire me, or will 

I lose my job if I file a Workers’ 

Compensation claim? 

An employer is not allowed to 
fire an employee just because a 
Workers’ Compensation claim was 
filed. 

How often do I need to see the 

doctor? 

You are entitled to be seen by 
your doctor as often as is deemed 
necessary by your doctor. If you 
remain out of work, we advise that 
you be seen at least once every 45 
days.

How soon can I go back to work?

As soon as your doctor clears you to 
go back to work. 

Do I pay the attorney any money 

upfront? 

No. The attorney does not get paid 
unless he is able to recover money 
for you.

When will I get compensated for 

the time missed from work? 

If you miss time from work due to a 
work related accident, you could be 
entitled to money of lost wages. The 
amount of time it takes to recover 
this money varies depending on 
many factors. This could take a 
couple of months, if the insurance 
carrier isn’t disputing the claim. 
However, it can take as long as 1 to 
2 years, if the case goes to trial and 
there is an appeal.

I already have an attorney, can I 

switch attorneys? 

An injured person is allowed to 
choose the attorney of their choice. 
If not satisfied with their current 
attorney, you are entitled to change 
attorneys.

Workers’  
Compensation Law
Answers to common questions

Edmond J. Hakimian, Esq. specializes in Workers’ Compensation law. He is 
the managing attorney at the Law Offices of Edmond J. Hakimian, PC, which 
serves all of New York City and Long Island.  Please send your questions or 
comments to  HakimianESQ@gmail.com or you may call the office at 718-362-
3180. No column is a substitute for competent legal advice. Please consult with 
the attorney of your choice concerning specific legal questions you may have.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Father James Rodriguez leads the bless-
ing of the crown ceremony at the Blessed 
Sacrement Church in Jackson Heights. The 
May ceremony, not often practiced these 
days, honors Mary’s role in the church.

Meet Gursoach Kaur, the first turbaned 
woman to join the NYPD. She graduated 
from the Police Academy as an auxiliary 
officer and was assigned to the Queens 
South command.  Twitter

At Russo’s on the Bay in Howard Beach, Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul talks up new plans at the 
Rockaway Development and Revitalization Corporation dinner last week. Kevin Alexander 
(l.), executive director of the civic group, hosted the dinner.  Photo by Nat Valentine 

Political kingmaker Archie Spigner introduces the honoree at the Guy Brewer Democratic Club’s 
dinner dance and awards program at Antun’s in Queens Village. The honoree happens to be his 
wife, Christine, a community organizer. Photo by Nat Valentine

Local politicians love to get in a good word on Mother’s Day. But for Borough President 
Melinda Katz, the day has a different meaning. Katz took to Twitter to remember her 
mother, who was killed by a drunk driver when Katz was three years old. Twitter

City Councilwoman Adrienne Adams (c.) is the honored guest at this month’s Queens 
County Young Democrats meeting held in Jamaica, where there has been a push for more 
women to run for office. Courtesy of QCYD
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Forest Hills moms Sharita Manickam and Jen Bruno wanted to create a book that would allow young girls to picture themselves becoming the inspiring women of the future. Courtesy of Jen Bruno/Rad Girl Revolution

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Forest Hills moms Sarita Man-

ickam and Jennifer Bruno came 

up with their children’s book idea, 

“RAD Girl Revolution,” hoping 

that it would empower little girls 

to, as the acronym suggests, “Rise 

Above Doubt” and “Reach Any 

Dream.”

But if your young sons read it, 

the inspiring messages therein 

will hopefully help them to better 

understand as well, that in this 

brave new world, girls and boys 

can both dream big.

Set for a November release, 

the 38-page hardcover for kids 

ages 3 to 7 will feature 30 inspir-

ing storybook-style photos of real 

little girls in fields typically un-

der-represented by women, along 

with a rhyming verse describing 

each career. The book highlights a 

variety of occupations, such as: a 

scientist, judge, artist, astronaut, 

doctor, pilot, journalist, director, 

chef, author, CEO, engineer, pa-

leontologist, president, and many 

more.

“RAD Girl Revolution” was 

written by Manickam and photo 

illustrated by Bruno, who were 

neighbors. There are over 50 girls 

featured in the book, ranging in 

age from 2 to 8 years old. Most hail 

from Queens, others from Manhat-

tan and Long Island. 

The two friends managed to 

self-publish their book thanks to 

support from donations they re-

ceived in just eight days, totaling 

$21,611. The pair said they were 

both inspired by the increased 

momentum towards gender equal-

ity and felt if they were able to put 

their images and rhymes in front 

of today’s youth, they could per-

haps better level the playing field 

from the start. 

“We want to expose girls to 

possibilities for their future they 

might not have otherwise consid-

ered. We hope to reach them before 

the age of doubt, so their parents 

can nurture their dreams,” Man-

ickam said.

GIRL 
POWER!

New children’s book will inspire little ladies to dream big

Continued on Page 42
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Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

FILM

Coco — A boy journeys into 
the Land of the Dead to 
seek forgiveness from his 
ancestors and lift a curse.
When: Friday, May 25, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Frank D. O’Connor 
Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Finding Dory — Amnesiac 
blue tang Dory searches for 
her long-lost parents with the 
help of pals Nemo and Marlin. 
She eventually heads for 
California and the Monterey 
Marine Life Institute, evading 
predators along the way as 
she hopes to fi nd a place she 
can call home.
When: Saturday, May 26, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Gorman Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Captain Underpants: The 
First Epic Movie — Based 

on the worldwide sensation 
and bestselling book series, 
and boasting an A-list cast of 
comedy superstars headed 
by Kevin Hart and Ed Helms, 
DreamWorks Animation brings 
audiences the long-awaited 
global movie event, “Captain 
Underpants: The First Epic 
Movie.” This raucously 
subversive comedy for the 
entire family tells the story 
of two overly imaginative 
pranksters named George and 
Harold, who hypnotize their 
principal into thinking he’s 
a ridiculously enthusiastic, 
incredibly dimwitted superhero 
named Captain Underpants.
When: Sunday, May 27, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: The Painter’s 
Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

EVENTS

Sculpting Holograms with 
HoloCenter — Celebrate 
the International Day of 

Light by creating a sculpture 
and then capturing it as a 
hologram in 3D with laser 
light. Join Dr. Martina 
Mrongovius from the Center 
for the Holographic Arts – 
HoloCenter to explore light, 
shadow, and form in this 
unique workshop.
When: Saturday, May 16, from 
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Science in the Park: 
Woodlands — Join Alley 
Pond Environmental Center 
and New York Hall of Science 
for fun hands-on science 
programming. Topics include 
water, animal adaptations, 
engineering and fl ight.
When: Saturday, May 26, from 1 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Weedy Nomad: A 
Performative Field Study 
— Join artists Thomas 
Choinacky and Christopher 
Kennedy for an interactive 
workshop and ecological 
fi eld study of the Windmill 
Community Garden. Help 
archive and engage with 
the garden’s multispecies 
life. Learn strategies for 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 44
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Modifying the bounty 
of ethnic comfort food 
options offered in the bor-
ough’s most diverse area 
may prove challenging 
for brave Elmhurst Hospi-
tal dieticians, but they’re 
trying nonetheless.

Healthier eating 
seems to be on most New 
Yorkers’ minds these 
days, but let’s face it, 
few people can say no to 
comfort foods. Luckily, 
everyone living in New 
York City — especially 
folks who reside in the 
World’s Borough — is 
truly blessed with a cor-
nucopia of yummy, feel 
good eats from across the 
globe.

In Jackson Heights, 
Elmhurst, and sur-
rounding communities 
— where there are vari-
ous delicious dining op-
tions — some residents 

and restaurant owners 
are asking: “Who says 
comfort food can’t be 
healthy?”  

It seems these locals 
have been echoing the 
same sentiments felt by 
Leslie Ramos, the execu-
tive director of the 82nd 
Street Partnership, as 
well as those of nutri-
tionists at NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst, 
who have recently joined 
forces with several local 
eateries to offer a new 
initiative called “Get 
Fit.” 

The program will 
focus on helping locals 
make healthy choices 
when eating out, without 
giving up the dishes they 
love and comfort foods 
they crave from their na-
tive countries, all while 
promoting the area’s 
small businesses, most 
of which are owned by 
immigrants. 

It seems like it’s a 
win-win for everyone 
involved and hopefully, 
the concept will spread 
to other restaurants 
throughout Queens, 
which traveling celebrity 
chef Anthony Bourdain 
described as “a stewpot 
of neighborhoods filled 
with the languages, cul-
tures, traditions and fla-
vors of many lands,” in 
a “Parts Unknown” tele-
vision episode shot last 
year during his gastro 
tour across Queens.

“Our goal with Get 
Fit Menu is to show that 
healthy eating doesn’t 
mean foregoing favorites 
or restaurants we love. 
We hope that by high-
lighting healthy choices, 
we can make eating 
right an easy option,” 
said Ramos, pointing 
out that the program is 
100 percent free for local 
restaurants. As an added 

bonus, it is expected to 
bring positive exposure 
to the area’s diverse food 
scene.

During the coming 
months, certified nutri-
tionists from NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst’s 
Department of Food and 
Nutrition will review 
recipes and identify 
items within participat-
ing restaurants’ menus 
that are best suitable for 
people with dietary re-
strictions. They will then 
offer suggestions on how 
chefs can modify cer-

tain foods to make them 
lower in fat, calories, 
sugar and sodium. Other 
aspects of the meals — 
such as whether food is 
grilled or fried, and if 
high-calorie gravies or 
sauces are used — will 
also be reviewed.

These items will be 
added to the official Get 
Fit Menu, which will 
be available at the 82nd 
Street Partnership web-
site and at participating 
restaurants and health 
facilities. Participat-
ing eateries and the ap-

proved items will be 
identified by a Get Fit 
Menu sticker, which will 
be displayed in windows 
and on menus, according 
to Ramos.

Participating res-
taurants include: Sabor 
Ecuatoriano Bakery in 
Flushing; Delicias Co-
lombianas in Jackson 
Heights; Casa Rivera in 
Elmhurst; M 2 N Caf-
eteria in Elmhurst; Just 
Made 4 U in Jackson 
Heights; La Pequeña 
Colombia in Jackson 

Get Fit in Queens
New program shows you where to fi nd 
healthy food options in the borough

Local partners are coming together to promote the Get Fit Menu Program in an effort to 
provide healthier food options in the borough. Photo by Luis Zapata

Continued on Page 43
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 25-31, 2018

By Ed Canty

A Bit of Rubble
Across
1. "Hamlet" has five
5. Deep cavity
10. Fit ___ (be 
perfect on)
14. Piglet's pal
15. 747, e.g.
16. Spanish pot
17. A shade of beige
18. Rajah's wives
19. Actresses Ryan 
and Tilly
20. Advice for rowing 
crews
23. Above-the-rim 
action
24. Compulsively 
curious
25. Avian claws
28. "Buffalo" Bill
30. Ruin big-time
31. Pad type
33. Fleecing target
36. Not far, with "a"
40. "Crack" or "jack" 
follower
41. "They got 
______ him"
42. Yield, as land
43. Components of 
some PCs
44. Like some vows 
or cows
46. "Are not!" 
comeback
49. Indifferent
51. Woods and 
Nicklaus, e.g.
57. Brylcream 
portion?
58. "Happy Days" role
59. "Animal House" 

attire
60. Brook
61. Absinthe flavor
62. Be on the payroll
63. Grimm offering
64. Activity that can 
wreck a hard disk
65. Barrel bottom bit

Down
1. Did the same
2. James the actor
3. "___ Between 
Two Lovers" (#1 hit 
of 1977)
4. Halt production
5. Airport areas
6. Longtime Supreme 
Court name
7. Ballplayers in 
pinstripes
8. Agitated condition
9. Coordinate closely

10. Girl in a tree
11. Bars from the 
refrigerator
12. Birdbath floaters
13. "Delicious!"
21. Stocking mishap
22. Provide funding for
25. 1/16 of a cup: Abbr.
26. Singing voice
27. Steal goods
28. Old "What's My 
Line?" panelist
29. Vocalist Yoko
31. Benchmarks: 
Abbr.
32. Even if, briefly
33. Water server
34. Jane Roe's 
defendant in a famour 
70's court case
35. "Brown ___ Girl"
37. "Captain Blood" 
star Flynn

38. Boxer order?
39. Signed for a COD
43. Jury-rig, with 
"together"
44. Perfumed powder 
holder
45. " ___ 
Wednesday"
46. One way to fall
47. Newspapers, 
TV, etc.
48. Activity for young 
swingers?
49. Misrepresent
50. Judgment 
problem
52. Baseball stats
53. Check point?
54. Loud laugh
55. Fairy-tale menace
56. Squealed

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A FORD IN YOUR FUTURE
H U S H S C R U B T O E D
O R C A W H O S E A X L E
A D O S O A T E N M E D I
R U T H E R F O R D H A Y E S

O R D E R A L E R T
C A L V E S C O V E
A L O E S T O N E E C O
S T A R T F O R D O N A V O N
T O N R E N E S T E L E

R E E S S P O R T S
A B B I E S A L E M
F O R D T H U N D E R B I R D
A D E E E V A D E O L E O
S E A R M E R I T M I N T
T S K S S A E N S B A T E
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Why photographs? 

Both Bruno and Man-
ickam said they didn’t 
want their message get-
ting muddled in the fan-
tasy of typical picture 
book illustrations:

“We are showing 
young girls career op-
portunities they may not 
otherwise know exist, 
and we believe photos of 
real girls help further 
drive home the real-
ity,” they said. “Plus, as 
anyone with little kids 
knows, children love 
looking at photographs 
of other kids! Children 
are intrigued by their 
peers – influenced even, 
so we felt the positive and 
empowering portrayal 
of real little girls was a 
must.”

Why rhymes?

Since there are many 
empowering children’s 
books suited for girls 
ages 7 and older, the 
mothers decided they 
wanted theirs to appeal 

to a younger audience.
“Gender stereotypes 

are set in children as 
early as age 6, so it is 
crucial to expose them to 
empowering books and 
reach them during the 
critical developmental 
ages of 3 to 7 years old,” 
they said.

Today’s new-age 
women’s movement is in 
full swing, in all its femi-
nist glory, causing quite 
a ruckus across New 
York City and the nation. 
Anger has been erupting 
over gender inequality 
and gender-biased power 
relations (#MeToo), as 
well as a host of other hot 
button issues that need 
fixing.

So, what are little 
girls learning from all 
this?

As loving moms who 
are juggling work and 
home responsibilities 
and doing it all — with or 
without their partner’s 
help — many young, im-
pressionable children 
are being exposed to a 
cacophony of confusing 
messages about women, 
either from the media, 
or from people around 
them. 

As you may have no-

ticed, there’s no shortage 
of bummed-out people 
out there, both women 
and men, who have a lot 
to say. Of course, it’s up 
to parents then to shield 
kids from all the bad 
stuff. But there are times 
when moms and dads 
should be talking to their 
youngsters about what 
they’re hearing and see-
ing. And clarifying, for 
instance, what it is that 
women are fighting for.

Undoubtedly, there is 
plenty of injustice that 
needs to be addressed, 
and it’s about time that 
women’s demands in 
2018 are being spotlight-
ed front and center. In 
conversations that wom-
en are having with each 
other, many have been 
sharing about important 
matters that impact their 
daily lives. 

Concerned parents 
like Manickam, who are 
raising powerful daugh-
ters, and others like Bru-
no, who have sons, are 
teaching their kids the 
message that girls can do 
anything. 

“While we wish this 
movement wasn’t neces-
sary in 2018, we are up-
lifted by the momentum 

and feel very positive 
about what this means 
for our children’s fu-
ture,” said Bruno, who 
became fast friends with 
Manickam when their 
kids started having play-
dates together.

The two moms dis-
covered that they shared 
creative interests and 
similar values in rais-
ing socially-conscious 
children. Manickam has 
two daughters — Leela, 
5, and Ella, 21 months. 
Bruno’s son Henry, is 
also 5 years old.

Manickam started a 
career in marketing, but 
found a love for writing 
soon after giving birth 
to her first daughter. She 

then broke into the high-
ly male-dominated world 
of television writing and 
co-wrote and developed a 
script for NBC.

Bruno had left her 
career in property man-
agement to move to New 
York City and pursue 
new passions. Shortly 
after giving birth to her 
son, she launched a pho-
tography business us-
ing her enthusiasm and 
respect for children to 
capture genuine lifetime 
memories for families.  

The backstory

When Leela was born, 
Manickam was imagin-
ing all the things she 

could be someday.
“I took my daydreams 

to paper and wrote a 
poem describing dif-
ferent careers. Several 
years later, during the 
2016 presidential elec-
tion, Jen and I were liv-
ing in the same building 
and having playdates for 
our kids,” Manickam 
said. “While discussing 
current events, it be-
came apparent to us how 
few children realized a 
woman could actually be 
president.”

“I had always had 
the idea in the back of 
my head to turn my 
poem into a book, but it 
seemed more important 

Continued from Page 39 
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BY MERLE EXIT

Dan Dougherty and 
his bother, Shaun — the 
owners of Crescent Grill 
restaurant in Long Is-
land City — are proud to 
house local art in  their 
eatery as part of the LIC 
Arts Open. The Crescent 
Grill — located at 38-40 
Crescent St. — features 
its own art venue, known 
as Dougherty Gallery. 

As part of the LIC 
Arts Open, the restau-
rant featured five large 
acrylic paintings by New 
York City artist Suzanne 
Pemberton, as well as 
oil, acrylic and mixed 
media paintings and 
drawings by other city 
artists, including Joseph 
Meloy, Mike Serafino, 
Brandon Sines, and Paul 
Zepeda. They also fea-
tured actual New York 
City parking meters that 
were modified by artist 
Conrad Stojak.  

Dougherty said the 
May 16 event was a suc-
cess and he was pleased 
to be participating in the 
LIC Arts Open for the 
fifth year as a gallery.

“It provides an oppor-
tunity for new people to 
come to Dougherty Gal-
lery and Crescent Grill 
and further reach out to 
the community,” he said. 

For the artists, there’s 
an opportunity to display 
your art and build a con-
nection with the commu-

nity. Serafino’s connec-
tion to Long Island City 
runs through his work 
as a studio manager and 
assistant at a long-time 
LIC artist’s studio.

“I’ve been working in 
the neighborhood since 
2006,” Serafino said. “My 
personal work has been 
exhibited at Crescent 
Grill Gallery in at least 
10 shows over the course 
of the last few years.”

 He considers his style 
of artwork to be experi-
mental and adventurous.

“Most of my work has 
an element of chaos and 
chance in which I will 

try to find a moment of 
clarity and order,” Se-
rafino said. “The works 
are often searches for 
a feeling rather than 
executed preconceived 
ideas. I use virtually ev-
ery type of paint in my 
studio; oil, acrylic, wa-
tercolor, gauche, enamel, 
encaustic and ink are all 
found splattered on the 
floors and walls.Each 
has their own strengths 
that can be necessary 
for a project or balanced 
against one another to 
bring material contrast 
into a piece.” 

Two of his favorite 

pieces in the show are: 
“Antibes” and “The 
Whale Hunt.” Serafino 
cites traveling and a con-
stant appetite for read-
ing about science as the 
main two inspirations 
for his work.

“The visual compo-
nent to travel impacts my 
subsequent art. Whether 
it is the new landscapes 
or the culture of the 
place I’m visiting, travel 
always affects a change 
in my mind which comes 
out in the studio upon re-
turn.”

As for being a part of 
LIC Arts Open, Serafino 

called it “an invitation to 
join and art community 
that isn’t captured by 
the commercial gravity 
of the nearby Manhattan 
art megalopolis.”

“There is a [do it 
yourself] aspect to the 
community — the sense 
that it is a place being 
created, with much op-
portunity available for 
whoever has the courage 
to seize it,” he said. “Ad-
ditionally, I sense an es-
prit de corps among the 
Long Island City artists 
that we’ve all chosen this 
path for a good reason; 
that a life spent creating 
and expressing are worth 
the struggle in this city.”

Pemberton has been 
painting landscapes for 
many years moving to 
what she refers to as “more 
abstract interpretations 
of land and seascapes in 
the past few years.”

She said uses acrylic 
paint and acrylic inks to 
create layers that convey 
the atmosphere in and 
around the sea.

Pemberton has been 
working out of the Reis 
Studios in Long Island 
City for the past four 
years and said she is 
proud to be a part of the 
LIC Arts Open.

“The LIC Arts Open 
brings together fellow 
artists and the commu-
nity which otherwise 
wouldn’t happen,” said 
Pemberton. “Arts should 

be an integral part of any 
healthy community.”

Meanwhile, Zepeda 
said that he considers 
his style of work to have 
roots in Modernism. He 
works in oil paint — of-
ten incorporating gold 
or silver leaf — and also 
dabs in watercoloring 
and an oxidation process 
that he says creates rust 
and patina on canvas.

“I am inspired by 
the beauty of the world 
around me which may 
be found in everything 
from the human form to 
flowers, seascapes and 
architecture,” he said

One of his pieces that 
he said he is particu-
larly happy with is the 
rust patterns created 
in “Rusty Subway Car.”  
Zepeda has an “NYC 
Subway Token Series,” 
which he says has proven 
to be a popular one.

“Curating for and be-
ing a part of the LIC Arts 
Open for the last few 
years has given me ex-
posure to the wonderful 
community of people in 
Long Island City as well 
as giving me the oppor-
tunity to meet and share 
the work of my fellow 
artists in the area,” said 
Zepeda. “The exhibitions 
I help put on at Crescent 
have grown to be a staple 
of the LIC events cal-
endar with monthly re-
ceptions on every third 
Thursday.”

LIC restaurant gives local art a home

The Crescent Grill — located in Long Island City — is showcasing local artwork as part of the 
LIC Arts Open program. Photo by Merle Exit

Heights; Juquila Mexi-
can Cuisine in Elmhurst; 
Cositas Ricas in Jack-
son Heights; Chiflez in 
Flushing; Seba Seba in 
Jackson Heights and 
Corona; Sompong Thai 
in Jackson Heights; La 
Boina Roja Steak House 

in Jackson Heights; VC 
Restaurant in Richmond 
Hill; Isa’s Restaurant in 
Woodside, Pico de Gallo 
in Jackson Heights; Delhi 
Heights in Flushing; and 
Mustang Thakali Kitch-
en in Jackson Heights.

“We have always 
strived to provide health-
ier options on our menu, 
so we are happy that now 
there is a program that 

will help us connect to 
community members 
seeking healthy foods. 
This program will be 
great for the commu-
nity,” said Juan Carlos 
Segarra, owner of partic-
ipating eatery El Peque-
ño Ecuadorian Kitchen 
Restaurant — located at 
86-10 Roosevelt Ave. in 
Jackson Heights, where 
a recent Get Fit launch 

celebration was held. 
As part of an integrat-

ed health care system of 
hospitals, neighborhood 
health centers, long-term 
care, nursing homes and 
home care, NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst 
serves an area of nearly 
one million people in a 
global community and 
makes every effort to alle-
viate cultural barriers to 

ensure that patients are 
provided with the quality 
healthcare they deserve. 

“Many of the chronic 
illnesses we treat, such 
as heart disease, hyper-
tension and Type 2 diabe-
tes, can be linked to diet, 
so we see this partner-
ship as an opportunity to 
raise awareness about the 
selection of healthy menu 
choices when dining 

out,” said Israel Rocha, 
Jr., NYC Health + Hospi-
tals/Elmhurst CEO and 
vice president of OneCity 
Health. “NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst is 
proud to work with the 
82nd Street Partnership 
and local restaurants to 
promote healthier eating 
habits in our community 
through the Get Fit pro-
gram.”

Continued from Page 41 

Get Fit

ANTHEM — The work weaves 
together existing and 
imagined vernacular dance 
styles to explore labor, play, 
and feminine-posturing. Four 
women execute a repetitive 
yet complex movement 
vocabulary that evolves as 

they rotate hypnotically 
within the confi nes of a 
square. Over time, the 
meditative rigor of their 
steps dissolves into a tangle 
of commotion, blurring the 
distinction between the 
mundane and the glamorous.

When:  Friday, May 25, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, May 26, at 
8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069

Follies — Before their former 
theater is demolished, 
the former “Weismann 
Follies” showgirls reunite 

to say goodbye. In one 
evening, memory and 
time intermingle as two 
couples confront the truth 
about their past and their 
present in order to face the 
future. Featuring some of 
Sondheim’s most well-known 
songs, including “Losing My 
Mind,” “I’m Still Here,” and 
“Broadway Baby,” Follies 
juxtaposes innocence with 

sophistication, harsh reality 
with surrealism, and the 
dreams of what will be with 
the regrets of what was.
When:  Friday, May 25, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, May 26, at 2 
p.m. and 8 p.m.
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center
Cost: $18; $12 for students 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly. Armed 
with an endearing crew of 
misfi ts, Pete embarks on a 
journey complete with songs, 
sword fi ghts, and plenty of 
audience interaction.
When: Saturday, May 26, at 

Th k th t t h ti ll
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now than ever,” she 
continued. “Since Jen 
had photographed my 
children before, I ap-
proached her about do-
ing photo illustrations 
of the careers described 
in my poem. Jen enthu-
siastically agreed, and 
‘RAD Girl Revolution’ 
was born.”

According to Bruno, 
their friends have been 
incredibly supportive of 
their creative endeavor, 
cheering them on at ev-
ery step of the way. 

“We’ve learned more 
about the power of ‘girl 
power’ than we expect-
ed (and we had very 
high hopes), but one of 
the coolest parts has 
been the support we’ve 
received from dads,” 
Bruno said. “Many of 
the dads involved in 
our project are the big-
gest advocates, and that 
feels incredible! Many 
of our highest donating 
Kickstarter backers are 
dads. We’ve enthusi-
astically collaborated 
with other Kickstarter 
brands operated by dads 
who’ve sought us out 
and given nothing but 
amazing support. That 
feels like hope to me. It 
feels like walking in the 
right direction. Feels 
like the team is coming 
together. And that feels 
amazing.”

So, what do these 
enlightened moms tell 
their children about 
gender equality?

“Sharita and I both 
live and operate in very 
egalitarian homes, and 
we actively discuss, 
read, and expose our 
kids to diverse, stereo-
type-defying material. 
But even though we feel 
we are proactive, the 
reality of what they see 
in society still shapes 
our children’s views,” 
Bruno said. “You can 
certainly shape a mind-
set at home, but it takes 
a global effort to re-
ally solidify what you 
teach.” 

It’s all about a dif-
ferent mindset in terms 
of gender equality and 
what girls and women 
are capable of accom-
plishing. Many schools 
in the city and else-
where have been adopt-
ing increasingly pro-
gressive attitudes and 

curriculums that seem 
to echo that mantra. 

“My older daughter 
is in kindergarten and 
as far as I know they 
have not touched on the 
topic of gender equality 
yet. As far as social jus-
tice issues, they have 
learned age-appropriate 

lessons about the civil 
rights movement and 
Rosa Parks and Martin 
Luther King, Jr.,” Man-
ickam said. “I think it’s 
important for parents 
and teachers to lightly 
introduce these subjects 
around this age. Gen-
der stereotypes are set 
in children as early as 
age 6, so it is crucial to 
reach them during the 
critical developmental 
ages of 3 to 7 years old.”

Both women are ex-
cited about the conver-
sations their book has 
already sparked.

“We know this is 
something that will 
help with the introduc-
tory curriculum about 
gender equality. Cus-
tomized lesson plans 
are included in our Rad 
School Pack and are 
available for preschool 
through second grade,” 
Bruno said.

Obviously, more 
work needs to be done 
with regard to gender 
equality and other is-
sues affecting women. 
But in many cases, it 
seems women have been 
doing better than even 

they may have realized. 
According to recent 
reports, more young 
women than men are 
graduating from college 
and secondary schools, 
and it turns out female 
students outshine their 
male counterparts when 
it comes to grades.

There are more fe-
males than ever before 
in formerly male-domi-
nated jobs and positions 
of power across the 
board: in media, gov-
ernment, journalism, 
business, entertain-
ment, sportscasting, the 
arts, and other fields. 
While the wage gap still 
exists, the good news is 
that society has started 
to recognize that there 
have been some deep-
rooted issues and evils 
that must continue to 
be addressed as the 
next generation of mov-
ers and shakers come of 
age. 

Change is in the air 
and as society evolves 
and attitudes change, 
it will become clearer 
that the entry of women 
into positions of power 
and decision-making 

is a crucial step in the 
development of an egali-
tarian world.

“Our conversations 
about gender equality 
have increased since 
the birth of ‘RAD Girl 
Revolution,’ so my son 
has a heightened aware-
ness about how his 
female friends might 
experience fewer op-
portunities,” Bruno 
said. “That being said, 
he’s never seen a female 
firefighter in real life 
and was very surprised 
the day I told him that 
women could absolutely 
hold that position. Since 
then, he’s focused on 
every fire engine that 
passes, hoping to see a 
woman inside.”

Kids should be told 
that respecting every-
one is the right thing 
to do. And, while our 
culture focuses on girl 
power, let’s not forget 
that little boys’ hopes 
and dreams should mat-
ter as well. The authors 
of “RAD Girl Revolu-
tion” believe that every 
opportunity should be 
open to every single one 
of our kids. 

Continued from Page 42 

GIRL POWER

bioremediation, wild plant 
mapping, soil quality testing, 
and assessing the health of 
urban landscapes. 

When: Saturday, May 26, from 2 
p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Windmill Community 
Garden
Cost: Free

Outdoor Skills Food Sources 
— Learn tips and tricks that 

will enhance your knowledge 
of the natural world, and 
might just save your life. 
Whether you are preparing 
for an extended journey 
through the woods or just 
want to be more prepared 
for any situation, an outdoor 

skills program is the perfect 
fi t for you. All programs 
are family friendly, but are 
recommended for ages 8 and 
older. 
When: Sunday, May 27, from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond Park

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Science in the Park Bay 
Waters — Join APEC for 
fun hands-on science 
programming in Little Bay 
Park. Grab a seining net 

and learn about the various 
creatures that live in the bay. 
Boots will be provided.
When: Sunday, May 27, from 1 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Little Bay Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Continued from Page 40 

Arts

Forest Hills moms Sharita Manickam and Jen Bruno, wanted to create a book that would al-
low young girls to picture themselves becoming the inspiring women of the future 
 Photos courtesy of Jen Bruno/Rad Girl Revolution
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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more quality-of-life issues 
being taken care of before 
they escalate... and there 
is definitely a correlation, 
because we have noticed 
that all of the commands 
under neighborhood-based 
policing have significantly 
decreased crime,” said Ger-
itano. “We have had visi-
tors from Chicago P.D. and 
LAPD who have attended 

our Compstat presentations 
and they are seeing what is 
working here and are con-
sidering to adopt it in their 
cities.”

Community Board 4 
(Corona) District Manager 
Christian Cassagnol was 
pleased to learn about the 
results of the NCO program.

“I know the civics groups 
that depend on them and the 
merchant groups that de-
pend on them,” said Cassag-
nol. “The interactions have 
been all positive thus far.” 

Corona falls within the 

110 Precinct’s coverage 
area and has had the NCO 
program for approximately 
over a year.

“There definitely is more 
community interaction, 
and to see large civic group 
meetings and to see that the 
NCOs are there means that 
there is more community 
outreach, and we are in fa-
vor of it,” said Cassagnol. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Crowley, the chairman 
of the House Democratic 
Caucus, also received the 
endorsement of Borough 
President Melinda Katz, City 
Councilmen Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and a dozen other 
elected officials last week as 
well as the endorsements of 
more than two dozen leading 
labor unions in New York.

“Congressman Crowley 

has been a stalwart defender 
of New Yorkers from every 
stripe -- fighting for immi-
grant rights, worker’s rights, 
women’s rights, LGBTQ 
rights,” City Councilman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “He is on the 
front line in Washington de-
fending us against the Trump 
administration’s continuous 
attacks on our values and I’m 
proud to endorse and support 
his efforts to continue that 
fight in Congress.”

Crowley has also been 
endorsed by Planned Parent-
hood Action Fund, NARAL 
Pro-Choice America, and 

Giffords, the gun safety orga-
nization founded by former 
Arizona Congresswoman 
Gabrielle Giffords and Capt. 
Mark Kelly. Crowley ALSO 
represented the borough the 
state Assembly where he’s 
fought to increase the mini-
mum wage for working fami-
lies, expand access to health 
care, increase the availabil-
ity of affordable housing, and 
push for comprehensive im-
migration reform.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

most fundamental priorities 
of any transit agency,” said 
Comrie.

This was the third major 
incident in three years to 
disrupt MTA railroad ser-
vice, said Comrie. 

In 2016, propane tanks 
stored underneath the 
Metro-North railroad line 
in East Harlem caught fire 
and there was a second fire 

at the same MTA railroad 
in 2017. The estimated cost 
of the 2016 fire was $2.5 mil-
lion, according to officials. 

“Recent events have 
proved that we should be do-
ing more to monitor unsafe 
conditions near the MTA’s 
rights-of-way so that these 
costly, dangerous, and dis-
ruptive incidences can be 
avoided going forward.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

ue at 24.2 percent; St. Law-
rence County (24.3 percent); 
Cattaraugus County (25.1 
percent); Clinton County 
(25.3 percent); and Cayuga 
County (25.5 percent).

Based on the study, Cali-
fornia (38.8 percent) ranked 
as the highest state, with 
New York (39.5 percent) 
placing second, and New 
Jersey (36.9 percent) in 
third. Overall, the lowest 
ranked state in the U.S. was 
Indiana with 24.5 percent. 

According to Gavop, ar-
eas like Queens that have 
high housing costs are more 
likely to be impacted by 
“macroeconomic strains on 
the economy such as reces-
sions or unemployment.” 
Residents who  pay a higher 
percentage of income on liv-
ing expenses, like mortgag-
es, have less money left over 
for other expenses, and to 
put back into the economy. 

In comparison to areas 
with a low percentage of in-
come spent on housing, there 
is lower economic pressure. 

“When housing costs 

are low, people are better 
equipped to withstand fac-
tors like a rise or fall in 
unemployment or f luctua-
tions in the housing mar-
ket,” Gavop said. Homeown-

ers are less likely to go into 
foreclosures and are less 
likely to experience finan-
cial issues when compared 
to homeowners who spend a 
large sum of money on their 

homes each year. 
Pryor said this is Ga-

vop’s first study and he 
looks forward to conduct-
ing another study next year 
collecting new data from 

the U.S. Census Bureau. 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

Continued from Page 14 

Housing

Continued from Page 16 

Comrie
Continued from Page 34 

NCO

Continued from Page 18 

Crowley

A new analysis shows that Queens County residents spend more than half of their income on housing costs, which ranks fourth in New York state. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

Community organizer Alevandria Ocasio-Cortez of the Bronx will chal-
lenge U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley in the federal primary election June 26. 
 Courtesy of Ocasio2018
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Sports

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

With star outfielder 
Yoenis Cespedes on the 
disabled list, the New York 
Mets were in desperate need 
for a right-handed power bat 
and decided to take a flier on 
veteran outfielder Jose Bau-
tista.

Bautista, recently re-
leased from the Atlanta 
Braves following a medio-
cre 12-game cameo, does 
provide some power, but not 
much else. Nevertheless, it 
was a move the Mets had to 
make, especially with Juan 
Lagares — the club’s other 

right-handed hitting out-
fielder — also injured and 
out for the foreseeable fu-
ture, possibly the rest of the 
2018 season. 

Bautista comes to the 
Mets on a discounted deal 
— he will make the prorat-
ed portion of the industry 
minimum salary of $545,000 
— and should be expected 
to play against lefty pitch-
ers while Brandon Nimmo, 
Jay Bruce and Michael Con-
forto — all lefty swingers 
— will see the field against 

Jose Bautista made his Mets debut Tuesday night. He signed with New 
York after the Braves released him. AP

BY ROBERT COLE

Coming into Monday after-
noon’s game, the Archbishop 
Molloy baseball team needed a 
win over a good St. Raymond’s 
side to keep its season alive and 
put them in this year’s CHSAA 
playoffs. 

The Stanners looked past 
their record and early season 
miscues and played mistake-
free baseball, earning a 6-3 
comeback victory and a trip to 
the postseason.

“That was the goal from day 
one,” head coach Matt Rizzotti 
of the team’s playoff aspira-
tions. “Our record was not re-
flective of how we are as play-
ers, or how we are as a team, so 
the idea was to come back and 
get restarted. Now we have a 
playoff berth and we are pretty 
excited.”

The Stanners found them-
selves trailing 1-0 in the third 
inning when, with one out, 
James Cummings reached base 
with a single. Cummings ad-
vanced to third base on a walk 

to Matthew Laya-Vetell, and 
a wild pitch by St. Raymond 
pitcher Adrian Batista. Cum-
mings scored the tying run on 
a ground out by Anthony Cipi, 
making the score 1-1.

St. Raymond’s snatched the 
lead back in the fourth inning 
when Keury Abreu, who had 
reached on a two-out infield hit, 
came home to score on an single 
to right by Tomas Pacheco. 

After leaving two players 
in scoring position in their 
half of the fourth inning, Mol-

Molloy’s Raymond Diaz tags out a runner during a CHSAA baseball game against St. Raymond’s at Stanner 
Field in Jamaica. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

Bautista’s power bat 
joins Mets’ lineup

Postseason bound
Molloy clinches playoff spot with win over St. Raymond’s

Zach 
Gewelb
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

loy would not be denied in the 
fifth. The Stanners forced Ba-
tista out of the game and did 
some damage against the St. 
Raymond bullpen, exploding 
for four runs to take a com-
manding 5-2 lead.

Cummings reached base 
on an error to start the rally 
and came around to score on a 
ground out to third by Joseph 
Bekios, which gave Molloy a 
3-2 advantage. The Stanners 
extended their lead to 5-2 on a 
two-run single to right field by 
Stefano Inzalaco, who injured 
his shoulder sliding into sec-
ond base attempting to stretch 
the single into a double.  In-
zalaco was tagged out when he 
rolled off the base in pain.  

The Stanners loaded the 
bases following three consecu-
tive walks and Cipi delivered 
with a sacrifice fly, which put 
Molloy up 6-2.

St. Raymond scored a run 
against reliever Joseph Beki-
os, but that’s as close as they 
would get, as Molloy secured 
the 6-3 victory and another 
trip to the postseason, where 
the team hopes to put together 
more focused efforts and be-

come the team to watch in this 
year’s championship.

“This team is capable of a 
lot and the good thing is that 
we have a good rhythm now,” 

Rizzotti said. “The team is 
locked in, and the chemistry 
is working just in time for the 
playoffs, so we are very excited 
about this opportunity.”

right-handed pitchers. Bau-
tista has a history of mashing 
southpaws, evidenced by his 
career .859 OPS (on-base plus 
slugging percentage) against 
lefties. 

Despite his past success, 
Bautista has been on the de-
cline for some time now. A 
noted power hitter with 333 
career home runs, Bautista 
has failed to hit more than 23 
since 2015, when he slugged 
40. Last season was one of the 
worst of Bautista’s career, 
as he hit .203/.308/.366 with 
23 home runs and 170 strike-
outs, the highest total of his 
career. 

He could not find a ma-
jor league deal following his 
abysmal season and latched 
on with the Braves on a mi-
nor league contract. Recalled 
to the majors on May 4, Bau-
tista struggled at the plate. 
In 12 games, he managed 
to bash two home runs and 
drive in five runs, but hit just 
.143/.250/.343 with 12 strike-
outs, which led to his release.

While it’s clear he’s no 
longer the player he once 
was, Bautista can still help 

the Mets for a short time. His 
power is real and can still 
make pitchers tremble. His 
bat will be an asset in the mid-
dle of the Mets’ order, which 
desperately needs some right-
handed thump with Cespedes 
sidelined.

But once the star outfield-
er returns from the disabled 
list, expect the Mets to walk 
away from Bautista. Yes, he 
is a versatile player who can 
take the field at right field, 
left field, third base and first 
base, but there won’t be room 
for him once Cespedes rejoins 
the lineup. 

Plus, the Mets are already 
an older team, with 10 players 
on the roster over 30 years 
old. And Bautista, 37, is the 
oldest. There simply won’t be 
room for the 15-year veteran 
when the Mets get their in-
jured players back from the 
DL. 

Bringing Bautista in is a 
low-risk, low-reward proposi-
tion for the Mets. He’ll provide 
some power, but don’t expect 
him to be a savior and carry 
the team while he’s here. He’s 
no longer that type of player. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Continued from Page 47 

Mets
Continued from Page 47 

Molloy

Jack Carr attempts to lay down a bunt. Photo by Robert Cole



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 25–31, 2018 49  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

frozen ground before be-
ing tackled and beaten in 
a hazing ritual known as 
the glass ceiling, according 
to the Monroe County, Pa. 
district attorney. The rit-
ual damaged his head and 
torso. The events occurred 
during a retreat at a rented 
house in Tunkhannock 
Township, Pa.

Deng eventually lost 
consciousness and frater-
nity members were said by 
law enforcement officials 
and the court to have con-
cealed evidence and did not 
seek medical attention for 
the 19-year-old until hours 
later.

The Pi Delta Psi chapter 
at Baruch was immediately 
and permanently banned 
from the Manhattan col-
lege, which also issued a 
suspension on all pledge 
activity for three years in 
2014 and extended the mor-
atorium until 2021, accord-
ing to school spokeswoman 
Suzanne Bronski.

A number of the mem-
bers were sentenced to sev-
en years probation on top of 
time already served.

Andy Meng, the younger 

brother of U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and the 
former head of the national 
fraternity, was one of the 
members charged. Meng 
faces lesser felony charges 
of hindering apprehen-
sion, hazing and criminal 
conspiracy, the Monroe 
County, Pa., district attor-
ney said.

According to police of-
ficials, Meng was called by 
fraternity members when 
Deng lost consciousness 
and advised them to hide 
items with fraternity logos, 
disguise all signs of hazing 
and remove Deng’s cloth-
ing.

Meng pleaded guilty 
Nov. 29 to the charges and 
was sentenced to 36 months’ 
probation, a DA spokesman 
said.

The frat, as a corpora-
tion, was sentenced to fines 
of $112,500 and was barred 
from conducting any busi-
ness in Pennsylvania dur-
ing a 10-year probation. 
The frat was also required 
to report its conviction 
within 60 days to universi-
ties where it has chapters.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

indicted April 30 on charges 
of murder and conspiracy, 
federal authorities said, but 
Cruz-Mateo also faces fire-
arms offenses.

City, state and federal law 
enforcement officials joined 
forces to track the killer of 
Blanco-Hernandez in what 
was the third MS-13 related 
killing in Queens in the past 
year.

In May 2017, Fernando 
Gonzalez Chavez, 39, origi-
nally from El Salvador, was 
standing outside a Murray 
Hill deli on 162nd Street and 
Northern Boulevard when 
Roberto Abrego, 23, and Jose 
Alvarenga, 27, allegedly am-
bushed him in an attack later 
attributed to MS-13, accord-
ing to the Queens DA.

Brown said Chavez’s as-
sailants shot him in the chest, 
puncturing his lung, which 
resulted in his death.

Chavez’s murder came 
just weeks after the mid-May 
murder of Julio Vasquez, 16, 
who was found with at least 
two dozen stab wounds in an 
Oakland Gardens wetlands 
preserve — an attack police 
also determined to have 
gang ties.

Although the NYPD was 
hesitant to confirm the gang 
affiliation of Vasquez at the 
time, a brick post in front of 
the teen’s home was found 
tagged with MS-13 graffiti. 

“The magnitude of vio-
lence exhibited in this case 
will not be tolerated,” NYPD 
Police Commissioner O’Neill 
said of the indictment of Blan-
co-Hernadez’s alleged killers. 

NYPD Chief of Detectives 
Robert Boyce said the investi-
gation into the death of Blan-
co-Hernandez was slow-going 
since identifying the man 
was difficult, but they were 
certain MS-13 played a factor.

“Do we think it might still 

be MS-13? Yes, we do,” Boyce 
said. “Now, we’re hampered 
by the fact that we didn’t 
know who he was for the first 
two days … We went to his 
dad’s house. We spoke to his 
dad. He explained what hap-

pened and we were able to 
get to some telephones, where 
he’s going through social me-
dia. That’s being analyzed 
right now … So, we’re a long 
way from determining which 
gang it was at this point but 
again the earmarks of it, 
there’s no question.”

MS-13 had held more 
ground in Queens until a law 
enforcement sweep saw eight 
members arrested as well as 
the 2013 imprisonment of the 
leader of their Flushing chap-
ter, Hector Aleman Lemos. 
But the gang derived from an 
El Salvadorian band of gue-
rilla fighters is now mostly 
present in Long Island.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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eration at 116 stations, with 
a full roll-out by the end of 
summer, and repair 10 prob-
lematic switches attributed 
to 44 percent of the 205 fail-
ures in 2017, including one at 
Jamaica Station.

“LIRR Forward is the 
first formal step in a new di-
rection that will help us an-
ticipate our problems before 
they arise, set standards on 

how to quickly and correctly 
respond to the challenges we 
face, to deliver what our rid-
ership expects of us – which 
is safe, reliable service bol-
stered by timely, accurate 
and effective communica-
tion,” Eng said.

A report by state Comp-
troller Thomas DiNapoli 
claims the Long Island Rail 
Road had the worst on-time 
performance in nearly two 
decades in 2017.

With up to 9.2 million 
riders inconvenienced, the 

regional economy sustained 
about a $75 million loss in 
productivity throughout the 
year, with an on-time perfor-
mance of 91.4 percent, which 
had not been seen since 1999, 
according to DiNapoli.

January 2018 was the 
worst month for the LIRR in 
22 years, making a slight re-
covery in February.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 7 

MTA

Four men were indicted in federal court for the Feb. 2 murder of a New 
Jersey man on the streets of Flushing. NYPD

Phi Delta Psi fraternity was found guilty on multiple charges relating 
to the hazing death of Oakland Gardens student, Michael Deng.

The 
magnitude 
of violence 
in this case 
will not be 
tolerated.
James O’Neill

Police Commissioner
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_5-25-18

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Sale
Dates

May
Fri.

25
Sat.

26
May

Sun.

27
May

Mon.

28
May

Tues

29
May

Wed

30
May

Thurs.

31
May

5/$4

12-16 Oz Pkg 
Bow Ties, Fideos or AssortedBowBow TiTies,es,,, F Fideodeos os or Ar Assosso

Luigi Vitelli
Imported
Pasta

$499

96 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable,,, g

Urban Meadow
Cooking
Oil

5/$10

Smart Ones
Full Line
Sale!

4.4-10.5 Oz Pkg 
Assorted

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. 
Limit 2 Offers.

$

$599
$499

46-50 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

175 Fl Oz Btl ... 116 Loads Lavender Vanilla or
96 Loads Plus Odor Blasters or 
192 Fl Oz Btl ... 128 Loads: Plus Oxi, Mountain Rain or 
Lavender Vanilla Tide

Laundry
Detergent

Xtra
Laundry
Detergent

$799

Marcal
Bath 
Tissue

20 Roll Pack
Prepriced

$899

Key Food
Paper
Towels

15 Roll Pack

StarKist
Chunk Light
Tuna

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

89¢

3/$3

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

Chicken of The Sea
Solid White
Tuna

Key Food
Bleach
K FF dd
128 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

3/$5

$499lb. Sliced To Order

Yellow or White

Key Food
American

Galbani
Fresh
Mozzarella
Logs

GG llb i

16 Oz Pkg
Regular or Sliced

$399

24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
No Sugar Added or Regular: 
Cherry, Blueberry or

Apple
Pie

$399

GlenRock
Deli
Ham or

GGll RRRRR kkkkkkkkk
10% Water Added

YOUR 
CHOICE!

YOUR 
CHOICE!$799lb. Sliced To Order

Off  The Bone

Kretschmar
Oven Roasted
Turkey
Breast

2
N
CCC

AAAAAAAA
P

Crunchy
Vegetable
Salad

CCC hhhhh
Store Prepared

$499$$$$$$$$$4444444444lb.

$799lb. Sliced To Order

Boar's Head
Virginia
Ham

YYYY

K
AAAAAAA

GGGGG
D
H

GGGGGGGGG
1111111Macaroni

Salad
MM ii
Coleslaw, Potato or

$249$$$$$$$$$$$$222222lb.

or

YOUR 
CHOICE!

USDA Choice Beef
Family Pack ... Bone-Iny

Shell
Steaks

With Club Card & Add’l $25 Purchase. Limit 3 Offers.

Fresh
Whole

Pork
Spareribs

$199lb. Family Pack

$299

59 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted 
Trop50 Juice or Pure Premium: 
Grapefruit or

Tropicana
Orange
Juice

$299

6.8-26.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Pies, Single Serve &
Any Items Priced Over 
$6.99 Normal Retail)$$$ )

Entenmann's
Full Line
Sale!

$299

24-30 Fl Oz Jar
Assorted

Hellmann's
Mayonnaise

5/$5

2/$5

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Kraft
BBQ Sauce

17.5-18 Oz Btl
Assorted

Kraft
Singles
KKKK fftt
12 Oz Pkg ... Yellow or White: Prepriced or Regular 
(Excludes: Fat Free & 2%)

2/$5

Heinz
Tomato
Ketchup

HHH i
38 Oz Btl 
Regular

2/$4
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Ritz
Crackers

7.5-15.2 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Fresh Stacks, Munchables,
Bits or

2/$5

99¢
Sparkling Ice
Drinks
SS klkli
12-17 Fl Oz Btl 
Assorted

5/$5

128 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Drinks or

59 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Ades or Punch

Arizona 
Iced Tea
Gallon

Tropicana
Twister

Gatorade
Sports
Drinks

32 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

5/$5

2/$4
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Capri Sun 
Drinks
10 Pack

CC i SS
60 Fl Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Super V & Organic)

6
(E
A
$$$$

EE
F
S

WW

4C
Iced Tea
Mix

4C4C4C
50.2-70.3 Oz Cont 
28 Quart ... Assorted

$599

$299

Chock full o’Nuts
Single Serve
Coffee 

Ch k ff ll

12 Count Box
Assorted

$599

$699
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

23-26 Oz Can
Assorted 

Chock full o’Nuts
Coffee

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Café Bustelo
Coffee

10 Oz Brick Pack

Domino
Sugar
DDD i
4 Lb Bag
(Excludes: Canister)

$1991111
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

2/$4
With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Cracker Barrel
Cheese
CCC kk BBBBBBBBBBBBBB
7-8 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Cheese Cuts)

2/$5 2/$6
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream
TT kk HHiilllllll
48 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: All Natural & Gelato) 

16 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Non Dairy Desserts)y

Ben & Jerry’s
Ice Cream

Marino’s
Italian
Ices

MM ii ’
36 Fl Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$4

1
((((

BB
I

Fun Pops
Freezer
Pops

F PP
90 Fl Oz Pkg
36 Count

$299

4/$6
With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 4.

� 10.5 Oz Regular Frosted Flakes 
� 13.7 Oz Raisin Bran
� 8.7 Oz Froot Loops
� 8.7 Oz Apple Jacks
� 9 Oz Rice �rispies
� 11 Oz Cocoa �rispies
� 12 Oz Corn Flakes2� 12 12 12 12 O Oz Oz Oz Oz CoCornCC  FlaFlaaaakkkkkkesskess

Kellogg’s
Cereal

Key Food
Apple
Juice

K F dddd
64 Fl Oz Cont
Natural or Clear

2/$3

Bulgarian
Sheep’s Milk
Feta

B ll i
400 Gram Cont

$399

Bu

Kras
Napolitanke
Wafers

uuuuuuuyuyuyuyuyuyuyuuyyyyyuuuyyuyyyy

K
330 Gram Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

Key Food
Vegetables

4/$3

KK FF dddddd
14.5-15.5 Oz Can
Assorted (Excludes: Beets)

$

   $7.99 lb

- $2.00 lb

Sale Price

Club Card Savings

$599
lb. Final Price

Farm Raised 10 Oz Pkg 

Wild Caught
Previously Frozen

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon 
Fillet

gg

AquaStar
Shrimp
Ring

evPrePr ioussly Fy Fyyyyyy rozen

Boneless
Tuna
Steaks

$899$$$$$$$
lb.

$599

$1499 $999$$$$$$$$
lb.

$999

$299 $299

Bubba Burger
Burgers

Nathan’s
Beef
Franks

Sabrett
Beef
Franks

BBBB bbbb BBBBB
32 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Angus & Turkey)

N th ’
10.5-14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

S b ttt
12-14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2 Lb Bag ... 26-30 Count Per Lb  
Easy Peelasasy Peeel

AquaStar
Raw 
Shrimp

$999

Cookin’ Good
Chicken
Wings

CC kkii ’’ GG dd
5 Lb Bag
Individually Quick Frozen

Norwegian 
Jarlsberg®    
Cheese 

NNNN
Imported

$599
lb. Sold By The Piece

Buy 4 Of  
The Selected 

�ellogg’s Cereal
& Save $4.00!

A
J

NN

MIX &
MATCH!

2
A

H
M

WW
L

Cracker Barrel
Cheese
Cuts

CC k B l
7 Oz Pkg ... Extra Sharp or
Sharp White Cheddar

2/$66666
With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Eggland’s Best
Large
Eggs

E l d’ B
1 Dozen Crtn
Grade A ... White

$1991111
With Club Card.

WW

K
S
KKK
1
((

Nabisco
Crackers

2/$5

Assorted:
� 7.5-9.1 Oz Wheat Thins
� 6.5-9 Oz Triscuits
� 6.5-8 Oz Flavor Originals
� 3.5-6.5 Oz Good Thins

MIX &
MATCH!

Brawny
Paper
Towels

BBBBBBB

258.5-281.23 Sq Ft Pkg
6 Large White Rolls: 
Pick A Size or Full Sheet

$5995555555
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

Quilted Northern
Bath Tissue
QQQQQuQuilililililttttttttteteddddd NNNNoNoNorrrthern

205.33-234.67 Sq Ft Pkg
12 Dbl Roll ... Ultra Plush or
Soft & Strong or
6 Mega Roll ... Ultra Plush or
Ultra Soft & Strong

$599555
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

64 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
Almond, Soy, Cashew or CoconutAlmond,d, Soy, C

Silk
Milk or
64 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted

So Delicious
Coconut
Milk

YOUR
CHOICE!

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

$199lb. Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More

Red, White 
& Blue

Pie Sale!

Kraft
Salad
Dressing

K f
16 Fl Oz Btl 
Assorted

2/$4

U
F

B
CC
B

T.G.I Friday’s
Fully Cooked
Spareribs

T GG I FFFF
40 Oz Pkg

$1299
$

N
B
F

N
1
AA

Oscar Mayer
Bacon

12-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399

MIX &
MATCH!

Honoring Our 
Nation’s Heroes 

On Memorial Day

2 Lb Cont
CaliforniaCalalCaaCa ifoifornirnirnirnn aaaa

Red Ripe
Strawberries

$398
Fresh

ea.

Yellow
Peaches or
Nectarines
PPPPPPPe

First Of
The Season!

YOUR
CHOICE!

Red Ripe
Seedless
Watermelons

$498ea.

10-12 Lb Average
Whole 

Hass
Avocados

From Mexico

eeeeeeea.aee98¢

Tommy Atkins
Mangos

98¢
ea.

2
CCCCCC

RR
SS

$$$$$

Yellow
Corn
On The
Cob

5/$198

By The Ear
Fresh Organically Grown

Strawberries

$298

1 Lb Cont

lb.lblb.bbbbbb

$198 lb.lb.bbbb

$198

Seedless
Grapes

Seeded Red Globe or
NEW CROP - Red, Green or Black

California

YOUR
CHOICE!

White
Peaches or
Nectarines

$198

Whit
California

$$$$$$
lb.

First Of
The Season!

YOUR
CHOICE!Bluewater Farms

Fresh Pressed
Cranberry
Juice

$398

56 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted

98¢
lb.

Beefsteak
Tomatoes

Large

� Spinach

98¢

New Jersey Fresh

SS i hh

yy
By The Bunch

By The Headyy

� Romaine
   Lettuce

ea.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Broccoli
Rabe

$149$$$$
lb.

Dole
Salad Kits
$298

8.4-14.4 Oz Bag ... Chopped: Bacon & Bleu, 
BBQ Ranch, Caesar, Chipotle & Cheddar, Greek,

Sesame Asian or Sunflower Crunch or
Premium: Southwest, Spinach & Cherry Almond, 

Country Ranch, Ultimate Caesar, Poppy Seed, 
Endless Summer or Pomegranate

Marie’s
Salad
Dressing

$298

11.5-12 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

YOUR
CHOICE!

Red, Yellow or Orange

Hot House
Peppers YOUR

CHOICE!

$198lb.

OO

K
OOOOO
TTTTTTT
B

Pecorino
Romano
P ii
Store Cut

$399$$$$$$$$$333333lb.
9999999999999999

Sold By The Piece

K
B

1
AAluminum

Steam
Pans

Al i
10 Count Pkg

2/$5

Urban Meadow
White
Bread

U b M
20 Oz Bag

4/$5


