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A 46-year-old man who 
works in Bayside was shot 
in the face while leaving his 
vehicle in front of his Queens 
Village home Tuesday night, 
according to police.

Though police have not 
yet released the victim’s iden-
tity. Richard Eng was identi-
fied as the victim by the New 
York Post. He was returning 
home from his job in Bayside 
and got out of his BMW near 
his home at 102nd Avenue 
and 220th Street at around 

2:20 a.m. when two men ap-
proached and attacked him, 
according to police. The sus-
pects ran off with the Eng’s 
wallet and phone, police said. 

A single bullet casing was 
recovered from the scene, 
according to police, and the 
victim was rushed to an area 
hospital in critical condition.

The report from the Post 
was consistent with a post 
to the Bayside, Queens Fa-
cebook group in which a 
man close to the family of 
the victim said Eng did not 
suffer any brain damage or 

life-threatening injuries as a 
result of the shooting. But he 
will need to undergo “a long BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Thousands of spectators 
flooded the vibrant streets of 
Jackson Heights Sunday as 
dancers, musicians, advocates, 
and elected officials marched 
down 37th Avenue from 89th 
Street to 75th Street in the 26th 
Annual Queens Pride Parade 
and Festival in celebration of 
Pride Month. 

At the forefront of the parade 
serving as grand marshals were 
Queens Borough President Me-
linda Katz, who has been a LG-
BTQ supporter during her time 
in office, and Elijah Betts, the 
youngest non-binary-identified 
youth who is an active leader at 
Generation Q, an LGBT Youth 
Center for ages 13-24 in Forest 
Hills, followed by approximate-
ly 76 groups and organizations 
that marched along the avenue. 
Afterwards, participants at-
tended a festival with a headlin-
ing music performance from 
Ultra Nate.

Just hours after the Queens 
Pride Parade, however, a 25-year-
old man was approached by two 
individuals in Jackson Heights 
on 83rd Street and 37th Avenue 
at around 10 p.m., yelling anti-
gay slurs and punched him sev-
eral times in the face causing 
bruising and lacerations. The 
assault is being investigated as 
a possible biased crime by the 
Hate Crime Task Force, police 
said. 

The suspects who fled the 
scene after the attack were 
black males, police said. There 
is no further information about 
the men. 

LGBTQ Queens activists 
and allies scheduled a press 
conference on the steps of the 
Jackson Heights Post Office at 
78-02 37th Ave. Wednesday night 
to condemn the vicious assault 
standing in solidarity with the 
victims of hate-motivated vio-
lence. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-

Gray skies did not dampen spirits at the Queens College commencement cermonies this week as 
3,200 students — the largest graduating class in the borough — earned their degrees.  
See coverage on Pages 4-5. Photo by Luis Zapata

Continued on Page 49
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Annual Queens Pride Parade 
brings community together

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (r.) is live streaming his march in the parade along 
with state Comptroller Tom DiNapoli and Borough President Melinda 
Katz.  Photo by Michael Shain 

CONGRATS, GRADS!

Bayside worker shot
Qns Village man left in critcial condition after blast to face 

Continued on Page 49

A Queens Village man who works 
in Bayside was shot in the face 
near his home Tuesday morning, 
according to police. 
 Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Parents who take their 

children to Bowne Park 
Field House for entertain-
ment at a beloved toddler 
program known as Mr. 
Eric, led by Eric Friedman, 
will resume in September 
after the city Department. 
of Parks and Recreation 
nearly terminated the pro-
gram.

Mr. Eric’s Toddler Time 
was originally set to return 
to Bowne Park after renova-
tions were complete on the 
playground and field house 
until Parks informed state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
that northeast Queens par-
ents would have to travel 
to Kissena Park for the 
program.

“Bowne Park is a gem 
in North Flushing and the 
programming offered at 
the field house has been a 
treasured community re-
source for kids and parents 
alike. The passion and sup-
port expressed by the par-
ents could not go unheard 
and I’m thankful that the 

Parks Department will be 
reinstating this vital pro-
gram,” said Vallone. “Mr. 
Eric is here to stay and 
the children and families 
of North Flushing will be 
able to enjoy the program 
for years to come.”

Vallone said his office 
will be allocating funds for 
a programs called “Kids in 
Motion” in which a Parks 
employee will oversee 
seven hours of organized 
sports, games, fitness dem-
os, board games and water 
games.

“The updates to Bowne 
Playground have made it 
one of the coolest places to 
play – and now this sum-
mer, thanks to Council 
member Vallone, it will be 
staffed with a Parkie, who 
is dedicated to keeping all 
of the local kids active and 
having fun!”Queens Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy Le-
wandowski said.

This new program, con-
firmed by Parks, will run 
from the time the new staff-
er starts July 5 to Sept. 1, 
Tuesday through Saturday 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2018 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY MARK HALLUM

A plan from the mayor to 
phase out the use of the Spe-
cialized High School Admis-
sions Test was announced 
to diversify the student 
population at the nine elite 
high schools across the city, 
where minorities make up 
only 9 percent of the student 
population.

But the plan, which 
would require passage in 
the state Legislature, did 
not gain traction with many 
members of the Legislature 
from Queens who said a bet-
ter route would be more ser-
vices that prepare students 
for the exam, among other 
reasons. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo told 
NY1 he would not support 
any legislation to eliminate 
the SHSAT, which is blind to 
race and gender as it tracks 

the highest scores.
“The idea we put forward 

is, of course, phase one with 
the Discovery Program to 
increase right away the 
number of kids who are dis-
advantaged who get in even 
with the current test system. 
But the real goal, and the 
thing we need legislation 
for, would be to change the 
entire system,” Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said in an inter-
view Tuesday on New York 
1. “Junk the test. Get rid of 
it. Go with a system based on 
grades and based on perfor-
mance on something much 
more universal, which are 
the state exams that all kids 
take, every single kid takes, 
in math and in English. 
Combine those results to get 
a real composite of how a 
child has done,”

Phasing out the test over 
a three-year period would 
boost black and Latino ac-
ceptance to specialized 

high schools to 45 percent 
compared to the current 9 
percent, according to de Bla-
sio, and 62 percent of offers 
would go to female students 
as opposed to the current 44 
percent.

State Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
joined others lawmakers in 
Queens claiming it was too 
late in the session to “rush 
through” new proposals and 
that alternative efforts need 
to be taken to ensure equal 
representation in special-
ized high schools.

The bill, A10427A, is cur-
rently in the committee 
stage of the process.

“While more needs to be 
done to increase diversity 
in specialized high schools, 
that should begin with a 
more robust effort to pro-
vide students in underrep-
resented communities with 
the assistance they need 
to gain admission,” Braun-
stein said. “The Department 

of Education must increase 
efforts to educate families 
about the admission process 
to specialized high schools, 
as well as expand the avail-
ability of free or low-cost 
test prep classes. Addition-
ally, the mayor’s proposal 
to limit the number of seats 
available at specialized high 
schools for private school 
students is arbitrary and 
unfair to thousands of tax-
paying families in New York 
City.”

Braunstein’s GOP chal-
lenger in the upcoming elec-
tion, David Bressler, how-
ever, came out in favor of 
abolishing the SHSAT. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said the may-
or’s proposal was not only 
offensive, but overlooked 
better options such as a bill 
she is co-sponsoring that 
would provide a sample of 
the SHSAT to students so 
they can learn where im-

Mayor Bill de Blasio unveiled plans to increase diversity at specialized 
high schools by eliminating what he sees as a problematic barrier to 
student success.

Elite HS controversy
Queens pols against proposal to phase out testing

Continued on Page 49

Mr. Eric’s Toddler Time 
to return to Bowne Park

State Sen. Tony Avella was just one of many advocates hoping 
for the return of Mr. Eric’s Toddler Time at Bowne Park. 

Photo courtesy of the office of Tony Avella

Continued on Page 49
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FOLLOW US ON:

RESCUE • NURTURE • ADOPT • EDUCATE

OPEN FOR ADOPTIONS:
Friday • 4 PM - 9 PM
Saturday & Sunday • 12 PM - 8 PM

25 Davis  Ave. ,  Port  Washington,  NY 11050   
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Hi!

North Shore Animal League 
America has many Puppies, 

Kittens, Dogs and Cats to choose 
from. Mixed-breeds, purebreds, 

and small breeds too! 

COME MEET ME  
AND MY FRIENDS!

The hardest choice  

The easiest choice  
IS PICKING JUST ONE.

IS PICKING A RESCUE PET.

MY NAME IS
B e n i t a

Benita is a four year old English Bulldog looking for her 
new home!  She’s a lovable girl who loves being around 
other dogs.  Bring your furry friend down for a meet 

and greet, and add Benita to your family!
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Former Cardozo hoops star lands with Knicks

BY MARK HALLUM

A former Cardozo High 
School basketball player 
will be returning to New 
York, not as a player, but as 
a coach.

Royal Ivey, formerly of the 
Atlanta Hawks and the Phil-
adelphia 76ers, has moved 
from his assistant coaching 
position with the Oklahoma 
City Thunder to work with 
the New York Knicks.

According to Ron Na-
clerio, Cardozo’s hoops coach 
and Ivey’s former mentor, 
the Harlem-born and Hollis-
raised assistant coach may 
be able to cultivate the best 
from Knicks players.

Naclerio remembers 
March 14, 1999 clearly,  a day 
when Ivey was named the 
MVP of the City Champion-
ship game against John F. 
Kennedy High School.

“He was wearing royal 
blue and orange colors that 
day and now he’s going to 
be coaching royal blue and 

orange,” Naclerio said, com-
paring Cardozo’s colors to 
those of the Knicks. “He’s got 
some good young guards — 
one of which I know and I’ve 
coached, Emmanuel Mudiay 
— and right now they’ve not 
achieved the level they think 
they can achieve. I think Roy-
al with his coaching and his 
psychological part of it can 
actually take these guys up 
another notch or so and have 
them reach their potential.”

Ivey led his Cardozo team 
to the Class A championship 
before transferring to Blair 
Academy in New Jersey and 
went on to play for the Uni-
versity of Texas in Austin.

Ivey played 11 seasons in 
the NBA before beginning 
his coaching career in 2014.

“It’s a dream come true. 
So many kids grow up 
dreaming of trying to play 
for the Knicks, but he might 
have topped it — he’s coach-
ing them,” Naclerio said.

Naclerio is a local legend 
himself with his coaching 

sending many of his charges 
up the ranks to play college 
ball and beyond.  In 2016 he 
became the all-time public-
schools wins leader in New 
York state after Cardozo beat 
Springfield Gardens.

This put Naclerio at 755 
victories in his decades-long 
career coaching at the Bay-
side school.

In February, Naclerio 
won his fourth NYC PSAL 
Basketball Championship

Ivey will work alongside 
Keith Smart and Pat Sulli-
van on newly appointed head 
coach David Fizdale’s coach-
ing staff.

The 36-year-old has ties 
to Fizdale through their mu-
tual time with the Hawks, 
when Fizdale was assistant 
coach.

The NBA season starts in 
October.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Former Cardozo High School hoops star Royal Ivey who went on to play 
for the 76ers returns to New York City as an assistant coach for the 
Knicks. Photo by Christina Santucci

Hollis-raised Royal Ivey joins hometown team as an assistant coach ahead of 2018-19 season
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Queens College takes pride 
in 94th commencement 
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Dark clouds and rain 
couldn’t dampen the high-
spirited celebration of Queens 
College graduates who earned 
their degrees at the 94th com-
mencement ceremony held at 
the campus Quadrangle in 
Flushing last week. 

More than 10,000 attend-
ees — including graduates, 
faculty, staff, family mem-
bers, and alumni — gathered 
at the May 31 ceremony as the 
president of Queens College, 
Felix Matos Rodríguez, con-
gratulated the class of 2018 on 
their achievements. Cristina 
Jimenez Moreta, a 2007 alum-
ni receiving an honorary Doc-
torate in Humane Letters, de-
livered an inspiring address 
to the graduating class.

Jimenez Moreta, graduat-
ed from Queens College cum 
laude in 2007 with a bachelor’s 
degree in Political Science 
and Business. She is a 2017 
MacArthur “Genius Award” 
recipient and was named one 
of Time Magazine’s 100 Most 
Influential People of 2018. She 
is also the co-founder of Unit-
ed We Dream, the largest im-
migrant youth-led network in 
the country with over 400,000 
members in 26 states.

“Despite the odds and 
challenges you have made it 
to your graduation day,” said 
Jimenez Moreta. “The jour-
neys that we, our parents, and 
ancestors took to get us here 
at Queens College needs to be 
acknowledged and celebrated. 
Regardless of the races and 
hateful agenda some politi-
cians are pushing, we ought 

to be proud of who we are and 
where we come from.” 

Jimenez Moreta’s message 
to the class of 2018 was one of 
encouragement for everyone 
in the fight against adversity 
to share their stories, never 
be afraid to step forward and 
let their voices be heard, and 
taking on the challenges of to-
morrow to help build a better 
future and country together. 

Born in Quito, Ecuador, 
Jimenez Moreta immigrated 
to the United States in 1998 at 
the age of 13 with her parents, 
who risked everything to pur-
sue the promise of a better life 
in Queens. As undocumented 
immigrants and people of 
color, her parents struggled 
through multiple jobs, experi-
enced wage theft, and exploi-
tation at the workplace, while 
living in fear of deportation. 

It was not until Jimenez 
Moreta became a student at 
Queens College that she found 
the courage to publicly share 
her undocumented status. 

“Sharing our stories and 
feeling proud of where we 
come from is a political act 
of bravery,” said Jimenez 
Moreta. “We are in a moment 
where as a country we’re 
hearing from leaders and 
some people that immigrants 
of color and people of differ-
ent faiths are a threat to our 
country, or who are trying to 
claim that as women or im-
migrants or members of the 
LGBTQ community, Jewish 
or Muslim, you do not have 
equal rights.” 

There were more than 
2,600 degree candidates at the 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

York College held a cel-
ebratory 48th commence-
ment ceremony in Jamaica 
with a record-breaking 
1,206 graduates receiving 
their degrees Friday. 

Margaret MacNeil, a bi-
ology professor, was the 
chief faculty marshal and 
initiated the event by rais-
ing a ceremonial staff for 
the graduation to begin and 
Thomas Marion, a profes-
sor of fine arts served as the 
master of ceremonies.

Marcia Keizs, the presi-
dent of York College ad-
dressed the graduating 
body and highlighted the 
diversity of the class of 2018 
and the new programs at the 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. 
school.

“You hail from 80 nations 
of origin,” said Keizs. “You 
speak over 50 languages. 
You range in age from 20 to 
60. You also come from all 
of the boroughs and across 
the nation. You are a deter-
mined group of people.”

This year was the first 
time students graduated 
with degrees for the mas-

ter’s in the physician as-
sistants program and the 
Pharmaceutical and Busi-
ness program, according to 
Keizs.

Graduating summa 
cum laude with a 4.0 grade 
point average was Clinton 
Chibuike Ehidom, 20, a 
Bronx resident from Nige-
ria who came to pursue the 
American dream in 2010 
and had 19 relatives at the 
graduation boisterously 
cheering him on. 

“I am extremely humbled 
to stand before you today 
as the valedictorian of the 
greatest York College grad-
uation class ever -- the class 
of 2018,” said Ehidom.

Despite disappointing 
his family by having a lack-
luster tenure at Frederick 
Douglas High School in the 
Bronx as a C-plus student, 
f lunking his SATs, and 
not making the basketball 
team, Ehidom decided after 
high school that he would 
work harder if he got into 
college.

“People hear about my suc-
cess and jump to some conclu-
sion and think I’m some type of 
genius,” said Ehidom. “I stand 

before you today, because I 
turned my biggest failures into 
motivation to succeed.” 

After passing his admis-
sions test to York College by 
a few points, Ehidom dog-
gedly pursued a degree in 
biology and would stay at 
school for up to 15 hours for 
five to six days a week. 

“I woke up at 6 in the 
morning to get to school at 
9 a.m., and I would stay at 
school until 11 p.m. or 12 
a.m.,” said Ehidom. “Tri-
als and tribulations will 
come, but remind yourself 
that they will last only for a 
moment, because if you can 
endure, if you can fight and 
keep pushing forward suc-
cess is inevitable. What I’m 
saying to you is when you 
fall, fall forward.” 

Ehidom announced at 
the end of his speech that 
he was accepted into seven 
medical school programs. 

“I am very proud of him,” 
said Stella Chinedo, Ehi-
dom’s aunt. “We abandoned 
everything today to be here 
today, because he made all 
of us proud – he worked so 
hard.”

Clinton Ehidom, a former C-plus student in high school, graduated from York College with a 4.0 GPA as valedic-
torian of the class of 2018.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Graduates from the Department of Education and Social Sciences 
at the Queens College 94th Commencement Ceremony head toward 
their seats. Photo by Luis Zapata

Queens celebrates its 2018 graduates 
York gives degrees to record number of students

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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BY MARK HALLUM
 

Nearly 10,000 family 
members filled the stands at 
Barclays Center in Brooklyn 
to send off about 1,600 La-
Guardia Community College 
graduates during Tuesday’s 
commencement. 

The graduates of the Long 
Island City-based school left 
the 46th annual ceremony 
with about 60 different asso-
ciates degrees and 93 percent 
had no student debt, accord-
ing to LaGuardia.

The diverse graduating 
class spoke 96 native lan-
guages and about 71 per-
cent came from families 
that make under $30,000 per 
year.

Journalist and Black 
Lives Matter activist Shaun 
King spoke about the need to 
continue the fight for equal-
ity and how New York City , 
despite being a progressive 
and diverse hold-out, is the 

unsuspecting front line for 
bigotry in the United States.

King touched on points 
that hate crimes have risen 
in the city while a recent re-
port claimed multiple open 
bigots and white suprema-
cists are running for public 
office across the country. 
The emboldened efforts of 
bigots have been inspired by 
President Donald Trump, ac-
cording to King, who is from 
Queens.

“It’s hard to understand 
a moment of history when 
you’re in it. History is some-
thing is best seen and per-
ceived and understood in 
retrospect, with hindsight,” 
King said. “Many very hor-
rible moments and errors 
were not fully understood 
and appreciated until the 
horror was full underway... 
We need to come to grips 
with the reality that we live 
in the city that actually cre-
ated Donald Trump. He was 

born and raised in Queens... 
He became the man that he 
is today in Manhattan... He 
rose to power in this city.”

King mentioned a chief 
supporter of Trump in for-
mer Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
and that a number of alleg-
edly racially charged police 

killings have taken place in 
the city.

The 2018 class speaker, 
Karina Ramos-Caraballo, 
25, graduated with a 3.95 
GPA in Secondary Education 
alongside her husband in the 
same class and with their 
daughter in the stands.

“LaGuardia Community 
College helps people see their 
potential by providing a wel-
coming, diverse atmosphere,” 
Ramos-Caraballos said. “I 
am grateful to LaGuardia for 
opening the door of opportu-
nity and for placing our edu-
cation in the hands of extraor-
dinary professors... I know 
that my family is on a better 
track. My husband, Marcos 
Ramos, also graduated today. 
We’re setting a great example 
for our daughter about the 
value of education.”

Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. delivered 
remarks as an alumnus of 
LaGuardia, speaking of his 
early career as an assembly-
man at the age of 22, when he 
was serving in office while 
finishing his degree.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

FLIP

who earned their degrees this spring

Activist and journalist Shaun King delivered impassioned remarks on 
racism to a diverse LaGuardia Community College class of 2018. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

LaGuardia stars take the stage at Barclays Center

Queensborough bids farewell to longtime president
BY MARK HALLUM

Queensborough Commu-
nity College President Diane 
Call is closing the book on a 
47-year career with the Bay-
side-based CUNY branch.

Call made the official 
announcement May 31 dur-
ing the college’s graduation 
commencement, waving 
goodbye as the first female 
leader at QCC with recogni-
tion for bringing the school 
to national acclaim for its 
“student-centered” academic 
programs.

The commencement where 
call made the announcement 
saw over 2,300 graduating 
that day, many of whom will 
go on to study at other CUNY 
and SUNY institutions and 
with 78 native tongues be-
ing spoken in the audience, 
translators into Spanish, Ko-
rean, Farsi, Hindi, Urdu and 
many other languages were 
provided.

“The accomplishments 
achieved over the decades 
have been realized because 
of collaborative efforts made 

by the extraordinarily tal-
ented and dedicated individu-
als who make up our campus 
community,” Call said. “To 
support their potential and 
success has been my greatest 
point of pride.”

Call is recognized for cre-
ating what is known as the 
Queensborough Acadamies, 
a program which serves full-

time students and is known 
to raise graduation and reten-
tion rates as well as integrate 
curriculum, pedagogy and 
advisement.

QCC is only one of a few 
colleges that offer this pro-
gram, according to a news re-
lease from the school.

“For nearly a half-centu-
ry, President Call has been 

QCC President Diane Call announced she will be leaving 
the school after 47 years at the May 31 commencement. 

Photos by Leo Correa/Queensborough Community College

Continued on Page 46

(From l. to r.) Joelle Desrosiers and Nazia Bonori show off their caps and 
gowns at the commencement ceremony.
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

$75 off 
consultation

Autism/Behavioral 
Consulting Services

House passes Meng’s measures to reduce jet noise 
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) announced on 
May 30  the House has passed 
measures to authorize the Jet 
Noise Reduction Program, an 
initiative within the U.S. Na-
vy’s Office of Naval Research, 
to combat excessive aircraft 
noise over Queens and other 
affected communities. 

Under the Jet Noise Reduc-
tion Program, engine noise of 
high-performance military 
aircrafts will be reduced, and 
breakthroughs that are made 
could possibly be applied to 
commercial jets, which would 
result in decreased airplane 
noise over communities such 
as Queens. Meng’s provision 
— which passed as an amend-
ment to the National Defense 
Authorization Act — would di-
rect the secretary of the Navy 
to share relevant noise reduc-
tion discoveries with the civil-
ian aviation community.

“The Jet Noise Reduction 
Program has the potential 
to be a critical component in 
mitigating excessive aircraft 
noise over communities like 

Queens,” said Meng, a found-
ing member and former co-
chair of the Congressional 
Quiet Skies Caucus. “Exces-
sive airplane noise remains 
a major issue that negatively 
impacts residents of our bor-
ough, and we must continue 
to take advantage of all oppor-
tunities — such as measures 
like this — that can help pro-
vide long-term solutions to 
the problem.” 

Co-sponsors of Meng’s 
provision include U.S. Reps. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), chairman of the 
House Democratic Caucus; 
Tom Suozzi (D-Little Neck); 
Hakeem Jeffries (D-Brooklyn); 
and Kathleen Rice (D-Nassau 
County). They are all mem-
bers of the Quiet Skies Caucus, 
of which Suozzi is the current 
co-chair.

Crowley said authorizing 
the program will ensure re-
lief to the thousands of fami-
lies living in Queens and the 
Bronx that are burdened with 
blistering aircraft noise. 

 “This program is crucial to 
our efforts to reduce noise pol-
lution in New York City,” said 

Crowley. “The U.S. military 
has always paved the way on 
technological breakthroughs 
in aviation, and I’m eager to 
work with our armed forces 
as they develop and deploy 
aircraft technologies that help 
combat the excessive noise 
that has plagued our commu-
nities.”

Meng originally secured 
the authorization of the Jet 
Noise Reduction Program 
in last year’s House-passed 
NDAA, but the measure was 
not included in the version 
passed by the Senate. She is 
hopeful that the provision will 
be in both versions this year.

The NDAA is the annual 
legislation that establishes 
funding levels and policies 
for the U.S. Department of De-
fense. The bill would take ef-
fect at the beginning of fiscal 
year 2018 which begins Oct. 1. 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng’s measures passed in the House to authorize the 
Jet Noise Reduction Program, which will combat excessive aircraft noise 
over Queens and other communities.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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Floral Park, NY – Welcome Home
This charming and inviting home has all you need for today’s lifestyle. 

The 1st floor features an eat-in kitchen with updated appliances, lovely 

living room, formal dining room, family room and full bath. Upstairs 

offers 4 bedrooms and a full bath. 2-car garage. 

SD #22. MLS# 3019504. $699,000.

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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ALL ABOARD 

Thousands march and show their colors
at annual Jackson Heights spectacle 

(Pictured clockwise from top) It’s 
called simply “The Pick Banner” 
and its been the symbol of the Pride 
Parade, a march of over a thosuand 
gay, lesbian and transgender Queens 
residents, since the event began in 
the early ‘90s. After 24 years, the 
Pride Parade has become some-
thing of a fixture in Jackson Heights 
drawing big crowds from the neigh-
borhod. The members of Fogo Azul — 
an all-female Brazilian drum band — 
rev up the crowd at the beginning of 
the parade with a booming, rhythmic 
performance. The fire escapes of 
a building along 37th Avenue are 
perfect viewing stands for the 
parade. Photos by Michael Shain

A couple of marchers 
grab a selfie on the 
parade route.
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NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495

POLICE 

Blotter

BY BILL PARRY
 
A Brooklyn man was sentenced to 

life in prison Wednesday without the 
possibility of parole for the daylight ex-
ecution of Imam Maulana Akonjee, 55, 
and his associate and friend Thara Ud-
din, 64, in Queens nearly two years ago, 
according to Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. 

The two men were shot to death as 
they walked home following prayers at 
the Al-furqan Jame Masjid Mosque in 
Ozone Park in August 2016.

Oscar Morel, 37, was convicted in 
March following a nearly three-week-
long trial before Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Gregory Lasak. The jury found 
the defendant guilty of one count of first-
degree murder, two counts of second-de-
gree murder and one count of criminal 
possession of a weapon. 

“The defendant in this case showed 
not an ounce of sympathy or respect 
for human life when he gunned down 
the beloved spiritual leader and his as-
sociate moments after the two men left 
a nearby mosque,” Brown said. “A jury 
weighed all the evidence and found the 
defendant guilty. Today the court im-
posed the maximum penalty permitted 
by law -- life in prison without the pos-
sibility of parole.”

The two Bangladeshi Muslim schol-
ars were walking down Liberty Avenue 
in religious garb on Aug. 13, 2016 just be-
fore 2 p.m. when Morel approached the 
men from behind and pointed a .38 cali-
ber revolver at their heads, according 
to trial testimony. Morel fired several 
shots and ran from the scene. The imam 
was hit four times in the head and body. 

Uddin was shot once in the head. Both 
men were taken to a nearby hospital, 
where they were pronounced dead.

“The cowardly actions of this de-
fendant did not just take the life of two 
admired men, but the killings ripped 
at the heart of the Muslim community 
-- our community,” Brown said. “It is 
my hope that today’s conclusion to this 
case brings some closure and comfort 
to the many family and friends of the 
victims.”

Morel was caught by video surveil-
lance approaching the two victims who 
were off camera. Morel is seen again 
in the same video running back to his 
vehicle and leaving the area, accord-
ing to trial records. Further evidence 
presented at the trial included the .38 
caliber revolver that was recovered 
from Morel’s home. Forensic analysis 
confirmed the bullets that killed the 
imam and Uddin were fired from  that 
firearm.

No motive for the execution was 
ever discovered, and Morel once again 
declared his innocence before Lasak 
delivered his sentence of life in prison 
without the possibility of parole.

“You’re going to be haunted by what 
you did,” Lasak said, according to The 
New York Times. “It may not hit you 
right way, but day after day, year after 
year, you’re going to be up behind those 
cold steel bars and concrete walls on the 
New York State prison and you’re going 
to have to deal with this in your own 
conscience.”

Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz thanked the “stellar team” at Dis-
trict Attorney Brown’s office for the 
strong delivery of justice. 

Oscar Morel of Brooklyn was convicted in March for the executions of Imam Maulana Akonjee 
and Thara Uddin as they walked home from prayers at an Ozone Park mosque. On Wednesday 
Morel was sentenced to life in prison without parole. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Man sentenced in 2016 imam execution: DA
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Electeds visit John Bowne High School farm
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and 
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Flushing) gave a tour on 
May 29 of John Bowne High 
School’s farm to Richard Ball, 
commissioner of the New York 
Department of Agriculture 
and Markets. 

Flushing-based John 
Bowne High School is the only 
school in New York City with 
a 3.8 acre-farm, and one of two 
schools in the city with a four-
year agriculture program with 
about 600 students and eight 
teachers, according to Steve 
Perry, assistant principal of 
the Agriculture Department 
at Bowne. 

“We were honored to have 
the commissioner of agricul-
ture here along with the local 
senator and assemblywoman,” 
said Perry. “It reinforces the 
goals and objective of the pro-
gram, sending a message to 
the students that what they do 
here is valued and supported.” 

During World War I, men 
and women were recruited to 
work on farms upstate. Many 
of the young men asked to 

learn more about farming at 
the same time a reform school 
that had a farm in Queens was 
closing and in 1917  the Agricul-
ture Program began, accord-
ing to Perry. The program was 
initially known as the Newton 
Aggies, an annex to Newton 
High School, but the size of the 
farmland was reduced by the 
development of Queens College 
and John Bowne in 1964. Ever 
since then, the “John Bowne 
Aggies” have been growing 
strong. 

Stavisky said she was 
proud to show the “fantastic 
program” that Perry, the fac-
ulty and students have cre-
ated in Flushing, calling the 
Agriculture Program at John 
Bowne High School a “crown 
jewel in the state’s public edu-
cation system.”

John Bowne High School 
has a four-acre land lab, poul-
try house, a large animal barn, 
exotic animal lab, greenhouse, 
orchard and field crops. 

Recognized nationally as 
an outstanding urban agricul-
tural education offering, the 
Agriculture Program at John 
Bowne includes classroom 
instruction and a hands-on 

learning experience for stu-
dents. During their freshman 
and sophomore years, students 
take classes in both Plant and 
Animal Sciences and decide if 
they would like to major in the 
subject for junior and senior 
years, according to the Agri-
culture Department. 

The Agriculture Depart-
ment gives students the op-

portunity to work on both city 
and farm jobs for their second 
and third summers, offering 
three supervised agricultural 
experiences.

Students attend the two-
month program from July 1 
to Aug. 31 between their fresh-
man and sophomore years, 
working at the school land lab 
where they tend to crops, work 
in the poultry house and green 
house, and spend the remain-
der of the day working in their 
garden plots.

The second oldest summer 
agriculture program at John 
Bowne works in partnership 
with the state Department of 
Labor Farm Cadet Program, 
where students are placed on 
numerous farms throughout 
the state. The students live 
with families and work on 
farms, recording their expe-
riences and observations in a 
diary. 

Lastly, urban internships 
give students the opportunity 
to work at veterinary hospi-
tals, florist shops, nurseries, 
garden centers, pet shops, zoos 
and aquariums. 

“The John Bowne Agri-
cultural Program provides 

our students with a unique 
opportunity to get involved 
with agriculture—to work the 
land, care for animals, and 
harvest food,” Ball said. “The 
program, which has been rec-
ognized on a national level, is 
helping to ensure our future 
leaders in the agricultural 
community.”

John Bowne graduates 
have moved on to everywhere 
from agricultural and techni-
cal colleges to Cornell Univer-
sity, as well as many out-of-
state institutions throughout 
the Northeast, according to 
Perry. Students have estab-
lished leadership roles in 
agricultural professions as 
vets, landscape architects, 
teachers, florists, laboratory 
technicians and other related 
professions. 

“The agriculture program 
at John Bowne High School 
has long been an unmatched 
source of learning and inspi-
ration for our next generation 
of environmental leaders,” 
said Rozic. “It was wonderful 
to show Commissioner Ball 
the nationally recognized ag-
riculture program right here 
in Queens.”

(From l. to r.) State 
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic, 
Agriculture Commissioner Richard 
A. Ball, state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
take a tour of John Bowne High 
School’s Farm with Assistant 
Principal Steve Perry.  

Courtesy of Stavisky’s office 
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

Gianaris pushes bill after another fatal accident
BY BILL PARRY

In the wake of another 
fatal traffic crash in Long 
Island City, state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
is urging action, calling on 
the Assembly to pass his leg-
islation to penalize reckless 
motorists.

 The collision occurred 
May 29 around 3 p.m. as a 
cyclist identified as Aaron 
Padwee, 45, was traveling on 
21st Street and 46th Avenue 
when a car door suddenly 
swung open in front of him. 
Padwee crashed into the door 
and fell into the street, where 
he was struck by a box truck 
driven by Agustin Osorio, 32, 
and later died of his injuries, 
police said. 

Paramedics rushed Pad-
wee to New York-Presby-
terian/Queens Hospital in 
Flushing, where he was pro-
nounced dead. Both the truck 
driver and the operator of 
the parked vehicle remained 
at the scene and Osorio was 
arrested by the NYPD and 
charged with aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a ve-

hicle in the third degree, a 
misdemeanor, for allegedly 
driving his vehicle without a 
valid license, police said.

“While we are still learn-
ing the details of this hor-
rific crash, we know that 
not enough is being done to 
deliver justice to the victims 
of traffic crashes,” Gianaris 
said. “Dangerous, suspended 
drivers pose a threat to pub-
lic safety due to laws that do 
not treat these offenses seri-
ously enough. If this driver’s 
suspension was due to reck-
less driving, we face another 
preventable tragedy. We must 
be serious about strengthen-
ing our laws to keep these 
menaces off the road.”

Gianaris introduced leg-
islation that would increase 
the penalty to a class E fel-
ony for seriously injuring a 
person and a class D felony 
if the collision resulted in 
death, with a maximum pen-
alty of seven years in prison. 
The most severe penalty a 
distinct attorney currently 
can seek in such instances 
is a misdemeanor, according 
to Gianaris. Convicted driv-

ers are rarely sentenced to 
any jail time at all and they 
are free to commit additional 
offenses. Over the last few 
years there have been nu-
merous deaths at the hands 
of reckless drivers in west-
ern Queen alone,

Gianaris’ bill unanimous-
ly passed the New York State 
Senate in April and is await-
ing action in the Assembly. 

Meanwhile, Rego Park at-
torney Peter Beadle, a street 
safety advocate with Trans-
portation Alternatives and a 
member of Community Board 
6 pointed out the driver of the 
vehicle that “doored” Pad-
wee off of his bicycle should 
have been issued a ticket for 
violating a code which man-
dates that drivers not open 
their doors until it is safe to 

do so. Another prohibits driv-
ers from exiting their vehicle 
in a way that would interfere 
with an approaching vehicle 
or bicycle.

“Drivers absolutely have 
a legal responsibility to look 
before opening their doors 
and attempting to exit their 
vehicle,” Beadle said. “This is 
one of the most common ways 
for cyclists to be hurt, and in 
this case tragically killed. So 
yes, the police should have is-
sued tickets for violating the 
Vehicle and Traffic Law and 
the Rules of the City of New 
York, and for violating the 
cyclist’s right of way. More-
over, as it contributed to the 
cyclist’s death, I would hope 
the DA investigates to deter-
mine whether the opening of 
the door was so reckless that 
even higher charges might 
be appropriate.”

The NYPD’s Collision In-
vestigation Squad is continu-
ing to look into the case.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

A fatal crash near MoMA PS1 in Long Island City last week claimed the 
life of another cyclist as state Sen. Michael Gianaris urges the state 
Assembly to pass his bill that would toughen laws against driving with a 
suspended license.
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NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Physician 
to Receive Award for Dedication to the Care 

of Survivors of Torture

Dinali Fernando, MD, Will Receive 
the 2018 Pearl Birnbaum Hurwitz 
Humanism in Healthcare Award 
by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst today announced that 
Dinali Fernando, MD, MPH, medical director, Libertas 
Center for Human Rights and attending physician in 
the Department of Emergency Medicine at NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst, will receive the 2018 Pearl 
Birnbaum Hurwitz Humanism in Healthcare Award by 

the Arnold P. Gold Foundation. Dr. Fernando is being recognized for her groundbreaking 
work caring for survivors of torture and human rights violations at the hospital’s Libertas 
Center for Human Rights.

The award is presented annually to a woman who exemplifies humanism and has advanced 
—through her scholarship, advocacy, and leadership—the well-being of vulnerable or 
underserved populations in health care. Dr. Fernando will receive her award on October 
10, 2018, in Boston, during Planetree’s International Conference on Person-Centered 
Care.

“Dr. Fernando is truly a caring medical professional whose work is helping to save lives 
and bring attention to those affected by political persecution, discrimination, human rights 
abuses, and other injustices faced by people from many different countries,” said Israel 
Rocha, chief executive officer of NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst and vice president 
of OneCity Health. “This well-deserved honor is a testament to Dr. Fernando and her 
commitment to helping heal the physical and psychological scars endured by survivors of 
torture. We are honored she is one of our physicians.”

Dr. Fernando, who is also an Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine at the Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, was nominated by fellow physician Arlene Chung, MD. 
According to Dr. Chung, “Dr. Fernando exemplifies respect, sensitivity, and appreciation 
for individuals’ diverse backgrounds and needs, and fosters a culture of humanism in how 
she practices medicine.”

“We are humbled by Dr. Fernando’s work, and the work of the entire staff of the Libertas 
Center for Human Rights, and its great impact on the lives of those who have suffered 
torture by providing them such specialized and humanistic care. Her work embodies 
the same spirit of Pearl Birnbaum Hurwitz’s—in seeking to help those who have been 
overlooked and address their needs as fully and specifically as possible,” said Elizabeth 
Cleek, PsyD, chief program officer of the Gold Foundation.

Dr. Fernando, who grew up in Sri Lanka, earned MD and MPH degrees from George 
Washington University School of Medicine. She has long been interested in global, refugee, 
and immigrant health, and was first exposed to survivors of torture during her time with the 
Program for Survivors of Torture and Trauma at Northern Virginia Family Services, where 
she spent her psychiatry rotation in medical school. During her tenure at NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst, she began working at the Libertas Center as a resident in 2006 and 
became medical director of the program in 2009, when it was transitioned from a volunteer 
program to a grant-funded, comprehensive torture treatment center. 

The Libertas Center provides holistic medical, mental health, social, and legal services to 
patients who have fled torture and human rights violations in their home countries to seek 
refuge in the United States. Using a trauma-focused, patient-centered, strengths-based 
approach, Libertas helps survivors heal, regain function, and restore humanity in their lives. 
Libertas patients come from 63 different countries and speak more than 57 languages. In 
addition to the Center’s core mission of direct services, including forensic medical and 
mental health evaluations, and alternative therapies, the Libertas Center also engages in 
the education and training of providers caring for survivors of torture. 

For more information on the Libertas Center for Human Rights at NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst, please visit www.libertascenter.net.

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst    
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst is a major provider of hospital and ambulatory care 
services in the borough of Queens. The 545-bed hospital is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an 
Emergency Heart Care Station, and a 911-Receiving Hospital. It is a premiere health care 
organization for key specialties, including surgery, cardiology, women’s health, pediatrics, 
rehabilitation medicine, renal services, and mental health services. Last year, the hospital’s 
robust primary and specialty care practices handled nearly 700,000 ambulatory care visits 
and its emergency medicine teams responded to more than 130,000 emergency room 
encounters.
About NYC Health + Hospitals      
NYC Health + Hospitals is the largest public health care system in the nation, serving 
more than a million New Yorkers annually in more than 70 patient care locations across 
the city’s five boroughs. A robust network of outpatient, neighborhood-based primary 
and specialty care centers anchors care coordination with the system’s trauma centers, 
nursing homes, post-acute care centers, home care agency, and MetroPlus health 
plan—all supported by 11 essential hospitals. Its diverse workforce of more than 42,000 
employees is uniquely focused on empowering New Yorkers, without exception, to live the 
healthiest life possible. For more information, visit www.nychealthandhospitals.org and 
stay connected on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/NYCHealthandHospitals or 
Twitter at @NYCHealthSystem.

Dr. Dinali Fernando

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Dean Mustaphalli, an investment 

adviser, was charged last week with 
securities fraud, grand larceny, forg-
ery and scheming to defraud 22 of 
his elderly and near retirement-aged 
clients of nearly $5 million of their 
savings, according to state Attorney 
General Barbara Underwood.

In the 99-count  criminal indict-
ment Mustaphalli was accused of tar-
geting elderly persons and individu-
als near retirement in order to  place 
their money in a hedge fund through 
his firm, Mustaphalli Capital Part-
ners Funds, which was owned and 
run by him, and make risky invest-
ments without their knowledge.

Mustaphalli Capital Partners 
Funds is at 108-18 Queens Blvd. in 
Forest Hills.

Mustaphalli’s bail was set at $2 
million cash or bond, he was ordered 
to surrender travel documents and 
if convicted could face anywhere 
between 10 to 20 years in prison, ac-
cording to Queens Supreme Criminal 
Court Judge Douglas Wong. 

Mustaphalli allegedly attracted 
his clients, mostly southeast Queens’ 
residents from Mitchell-Lama Coop-
erative, an affordable housing com-
plex in Rochdale Village, to his firm 
from June 2014 to March 2017, know-
ing they had little to no experience in 
investing, according to the criminal 
complaint. He allegedly took their 
retirement savings to make high-risk 
hedge fund investments without the 
retirees’ or near retirees’ consent 
instead and allegedly ignored the 
agreed-upon conservative invest-
ments they requested.

An investigator and forensic audi-
tors working with the attorney gen-
eral’s office discovered Mustaphalli 
allegedly created fake e-mails to sub-
mit forged documents to transfer his 
clients’ savings from his firm to the 
hedge fund, even those that did not 
even own or know how to operate a 
computer, the AG said. 

His clients did not know what was 
going on because in order for him to 
further his scheme he provided them 
with signature pages of fund docu-
ments and would later forge their 
initials on Accredited Investor Status 
forms, which falsely stated the retir-
ees had a net worth over $1 million – a 
requirement an investor must have to 
invest in a hedge fund, according to 
the criminal complaint. 

Almost none of his clients had 
such a large net worth, especially the 
residents in the housing complex in 
Rochdale Village, according to the 
complaint. 

“New Yorkers should be able to 

trust the people they turn to for in-
vestment advice, said Underwood. 
“Yet, as we allege, Dean Mustaphalli 
deceived the clients that trusted him 
– looting and squandering millions 
from senior New Yorkers who relied 
on those savings.”

The Mitchell-Lama residents 
were low-to-middle income resi-
dents, according to the attorney 
general’s office. 

In 2015, unauthorized trading 
strategies and speculative options 
trading caused the investments made 
before December of that year to lose 
80 percent of their value, according to 
the criminal complaint. 

Eventually, almost all or most of 
his clients’ retirement savings were 
lost, and he blamed the losses on “oil, 
bad markets, and the [2016] election,” 
as well as “Brexit” and he told one in-
vestor that “if Hillary [Clinton] wins, 
you’ll get your money back,” accord-
ing to the complaint.

After the nearly $5 million loss, 
the defendant diverted $100,000 into 
shell companies to himself, leaving 
the few investors who still have funds 
in his firm 20 percent of what they 
originally entrusted to him, accord-
ing to the complaint..

 He is being prosecuted under the 
The Martin Act,  an expansive law 
that passed in 1921 that gives the at-
torney general powers to conduct 
investigations into securities fraud 
and bring civil or criminal actions 
against the violators of those laws, ac-
cording Practical Law The Journal, a 
New York Litigation guide. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Adviser faces fraud charges 
in investment schemes: AG

DEAN MUSTAPHALLI
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18–MONTH CD

2.45%
APY1

12–MONTH CD

2.25%
APY1

7–MONTH CD

2.05%
APY1

Relax this summer with a CD that fits your needs!

$500 minimum to open and earn interest

SUMMER
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

Be Dad’s Gift Hero
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

 
A Richmond Hill man has been con-

victed on multiple counts of first-degree 
murder in the shooting execution death 
of a fellow Richmond Hill man in 2017, 
Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown said. 

The defendant, Stephen Peters, 27, of 
Richmond Hill, and his co-defendant, 
Jason St. Hill, 22, went to the home of 
Azeem Ali, 43, shortly after midnight 
on Feb. 24, 2013, where they beat him 
and tied Ali’s hands and feet with an 
electrical cord, stole his bank card, 
and then shot him several times in the 
head before his apartment was torched 
to cover up evidence, according to trial 
testimony. 

Peters took the victim’s bank card, 
along with his PIN number, and then 
shot him three times in the head, the 
DA said. In an attempt to get rid of the 
evidence, Peters then poured gasoline 
on the dead man’s body and around the 
apartment and set the place on fire. Fire-
fighters responding to the apartment 
building on 116th Street to douse the 
flames, discovered the bound and badly 
burned remains of Ali, Brown said. 

“This was a brutal killing — the vic-
tim was defenseless after being beaten 

and restrained. But the defendant in this 
case did not stop there,” said Brown. “He 
shot the man in the head and then tried 
to burn away the evidence by setting the 
victim’s apartment ablaze.”

In January 2017, a jury found Peters 
guilty of second-degree murder, first-
degree robbery, first-degree burglary, 
first-degree kidnapping, third-degree 
arson and tampering with physical 
evidence, but they were unable to 
reach a verdict on the top charges. Pe-
ters was sentenced to 30 years to life in 
prison in May 2017. Following a nearly 
two-week-long trial, a jury on May 30, 
convicted Peters of three counts of 
first-degree murder and one count of 
second-degree murder, according to 
Brown. 

In New York state, a person is guilty 
of murder in the first degree when the 
act was premeditated, while second-
degree murder means the killing was 
intentional but not planned.

Queens Supreme Court Justice 
Gregory Lasak, who presided at trial, 
set sentencing for July 25, when Peters 
faces life in prison without the possi-
bility of parole.

Hill pleaded guilty to robbery in 
February 2017 and was sentenced to 12 
1/2 years in prison , Brown said. 

Man convicted in slay 
of Rich Hill 43-year-old

Portabella celebrates 4 new 
locations this spring with higher 
service levels and special ward-
robe coordinators for group 

events. 
The new locations include 

1029 Avenue of the Americas and 
38 West 34th Street in Manhattan. 
There are also 2 new locations at 
Kings Plaza in Brooklyn.

It is all about service and co-
ordinating wardrobes for special 
events. Key representatives in 
each location are available to fit 
everyone with the most current 
fashions. Internationally trained 
tailors will customize the selec-
tion in all Portabella and Fino 
locations throughout the metro-
politan area.

A large tuxedo department of-
fers solid black plus 8 more fash-
ion colors. All available in modern 
and slim fit silhouettes. Tuxedos 
start at $124.99 3 for $300.

Suits, vested suits, blazers 
and shoes to coordinate are also 
featured. Portabella only collec-
tion of Vitali vested suits in 8 col-
ors at $124.99 3 for $300. Sizes up 
to 54. Every store now carries big 
and tall up to size 60 and a boys 
clothing department. 

Shop all Portabella and Fino 
locations to receive upgraded 
customer service, lowest prices 
and great selection everyday. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Personal service for everyone at Portabella Grand Openings
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See why New Yorkers love our benefits. 
Call us at 1-855-263-1962, TTY 711.

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage 
organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid program. Enrollment in the plan depends 
on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the 
State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. 
Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on 
January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid 
or by another third party. Premiums, copays, coinsurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you 
receive. Please contact the plan for further details.
Y0066_180322_045512 Accepted   CST20668_H3387-010

Want dentures?  
Get dentures.
$3,000 
toward dental services 
with UnitedHealthcare 
Dual Complete®.

OTC Network 
Card

Gym  
Membership

Transportation 
Assistance

Additional benefits include:
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US CONGRESSMAN
GREGORY MEEKS

NYS SENATOR
JAMES SANDERS

NYS SENATOR
LEROY COMRIE

ASSEMBLYWOMAN
VIVIAN E. COOK

ASSEMBLYWOMAN
ALICIA HYNDMAN

ASSEMBLYMAN
CLYDE VANEL

NYC COUNCILMAN
DONOVAN RICHARDS JR.

NYC COUNCILMAN
I. DANEEK MILLER

SPONSORS
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HSBC USA

YOUR KEYS TO HOMEOWNERSHIP

REGISTER TODAY!
Please go online to register for the 2018 Housing Fair at

nhsjhousingfair.ticketleap.com

FREE PUBLIC EVENT
Need Down Payment & Closing Cost Grants?

Need Money For Your Home Renovation Project?
Attend One Of Our Workshops

Speak to exhibitors about, homebuyers opportunities, 
affordable mortgages, & more.

For more information contact: 
Neighborhood Housing Services of Jamaica 

89-70 162nd Street, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 291-7400

Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Jamaica, Inc.
In conjuction 
with US Congressman 
Gregory Meeks 
and NYC Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller
Invites you the 2018

Thursday, June 21, 2018
5pm to 8pm

SUNY QUEENS EOC
158-29 Archer Avenue

Jamaica, New York 11433

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The city’s Department of Educa-

tion held an inauguration ceremony 
Saturday at the now-completed PS 
376 in Bayside Hills near 48th Av-
enue and 210th Street .

The somewhat controversial 
school project has received criticism 
from the Community Board 11 mem-
bers, who claimed the area under 
their purview is already overcrowd-
ed as it is. They argued a new build-
ing project only has the potential to 
disrupt, but officials in District 26 
said the facility would offer some 
of the best educational resources to 
students in the neighborhood.

Clara Kang will lead the school 
as principal. She has a background 
as a teacher in the neighboring Dis-
trict 25.

District District 26 Superinten-
dent Danielle Giunta recognized the 
disruption that construction of the 
school has caused in the surround-
ing community with the primary 
complaint at Community Board 11 
meetings involving noise pollution 
from building equipment during 
long work hours and traffic issues.

Concerns of how an increase in 
traffic will affect the neighborhood 
once the school opened was also a 
persistent concern.

“These are things you don’t do 
in District 26 without disrupting 
the community, but when you think 
about how it takes a village to move 
things forward, PS 376, the Bayside 
Hills School of Excellence, is an ex-

ample of the village and the beauty 
and power of that village,” Giunta 
said. “My search for the right princi-
pal for this building is an incredible 
story. A resume came past me and 
said Clara Kang, currently an AP in 
District 25... We are celebrating that 
this brand new school plopped in the 
middle of Bayside has become –it’s 
almost as if it has been here this en-
tire time.”

Giunta said Kang took control as 
project leader to build the school’s 
staff from the start and even estab-
lished a student government before 
sessions had even begun.

The school opened quietly in the 
fall of 2017 for pre-K and kindergar-
ten students, but will begin enroll-
ing all grades one year at time over 
the next six years.

“I can’t wait to see you grow up 
and be leaders in your own careers 
who live to be  compassionate, in-
clusive and to be mindful citizens,” 
Kang said to the students in atten-
dance.

One remarkable attribute about 
the facility at 48th Avenue and 210th 
Street is that the school has air 
conditioning, something lacking in 
many schools around the city that 
date to the 1930s.

The land was formerly the Keil 
Brothers Garden Center and Nurs-
ery sold to the Board of Education.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Bayside Hills school 
to add more grades

PS 376Q still does not have a permanent sign afixed to the building — just these balloons 
floated for the day outside the main entrance on 48th Avenue, the former site of Keil 
Brothers nursery. Photo by Michael Shain
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BEAT THE HEAT
It’s Back to Pool Time!

Come join us for Great Summertime Fun

Park City Swim Club
98-00 62nd

718-830-9634 (after May 26th)

Learn more at www.parkcityswimclub.com
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“I’ll never forget the 
work we did to turn 
around Arverne View 
after Superstorm Sandy, 
and we’re really focused 
on making Beach Green II 
a model for resilient, sus-
tainable, green affordable 
housing development,” 
said Ron Moelis, L+M 
Development Partners 
CEO. “Thanks to Council 
member Richards and all 
our partners in helping 
us to deliver 127 critically 
needed affordable homes 
in the Rockaways.”

Beach Green Dunes II 

will also include outdoor 
space featuring a play area 
for children and the build-
ing will be adjacent to the 
Beach 44th Street A-train 
subway station just two 
blocks from the Rockaway 
Beach boardwalk and 
beaches. The new develop-
ment furthers the efforts 
of the Mayor’s Housing 
New York 2.0 Plan, to cre-
ate and preserve 300,000 
units of affordable hous-
ing by 2026.

The total development 
cost for the building is 
nearly $53.8 million with 

the city Housing Develop-
ment Corporation provid-
ing nearly $20 million in 
tax exempt bonds towards 
construction financing 
and nearly $8.3 million 
in subsidy towards per-
manent financing from 
its corporate reserves. 
The city Department of 
Housing Preservation & 
Development provided 
nearly $18.5 million in 
city capital for permanent 
financing.

“Today’s ground-
breaking is emblematic of 
the significant steps we’re 
taking toward a stron-
ger, more resilient future 
for our city’s neighbor-
hoods, while achieving 
deep affordability on our 
remaining public sites,” 
HPD Commissioner Ma-
ria Torres-Springer said. 
“Beach Green Dunes II 
will incorporate cutting-
edge sustainable building 
methods, transforming 
underused city-owned 
land into 127 energy ef-
ficient newly constructed 
homes for some of the low-
est income New Yorkers.”

Completion is expected 
in December 2019.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Don-
ovan Richards (D-Laurel-
ton) joined L+M Develop-
ment Partners, Triangle 
Equities and city officials 
to break ground on a 100 
percent affordable hous-
ing development in Far 
Rockaway last Friday.

 The Curtis + Gins-
burg Architects-designed 
Beach Greens Dunes II 
will bring 127 apartments 
affordable to very-low, 
low- and moderate income 
households to the com-
munity with nearly 3,000-
square-feet of ground-
floor retail and 50 parking 
spaces for residents.

“The groundbreaking 
of Beach Green Dunes 
Phase II signifies the re-
vival of the Edgemere 
community and the con-
tinued investment com-
ing into the Rockaways,” 
Richards said. “With the 
addition of 127 mixed-
income affordable units 
with passive house ame-
nities and ground floor 
retail space, this is the 

model of development that 
the Rockaways deserves 
and expects to see in the 
future.”

The eight-story build-
ing will be passive-house 
certified with ultra-low 
energy costs, thanks to a 
geo-thermal cooling and 
heating system and will 
be built with resilient de-

sign features to prevent 
flooding and storm dam-
age. Beach Green Dunes 
II is a continuation of L+M 
Development Partners’ 
commitment to the com-
munity of the Rockaways, 
following the restoration 
of the Arverne View com-
plex after Superstorm 
Sandy.

Far Rock housing development breaks ground

Officials celebrated the groundbreaking of Beach Green Dunes II, a 100 percent affordable housing development in 
Edgemere on Rockaway Beach Boulevard. Courtesy of L+M Development Partners

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional
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Spend Summer 
at NPAC!
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

It’s time to raise the smoking age
 It’s June once again, and a pro-

posed New York State Tobacco 
21-minimum legal sales age law 
is once again in jeopardy of run-
ning out of time. With bipartisan 
support in the Senate and Assem-
bly, both full chambers in Albany 
should be given an opportunity to 
pass this common sense, biparti-
san-supported law. 

I’m calling on my local and sur-
rounding area legislators, both in 
the state Senate and Assembly, to 

push for a T21 bill to be put on the 
table. In addition, I’m asking for 
them to reach out to their colleagues 
for support to see that their respec-
tive bills (S.3978; A.273) advance to 
a full vote in both chambers. Last 
year time ran out on the bill stuck 
in committee. The time for delays 
and excuses should be over. A full 
95 percent of smokers begin their 
path to tobacco addiction before 
age 21. Just do the math. 

The Senate Finance Commit-

tee passed S. 3978 on May 31, 2018. 
But once again A.273 has not been 
brought up for the crucial vote by 
the Assembly Rules Committee.  

This should not be a political is-
sue. Just take a look at last month’s 
Nassau County Legislature’s unan-
imous passage of its T21 bill.

 Come on, already! 

Phil Konigsberg 
Bay Terrace 

STAND UP FOR PRIDE
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The Queens Pride Parade is an event where mem-
bers of the LGBTQ community can come together and 
celebrate their pride in a safe place. That wasn’t the 
case last weekend.

Just hours after the 26th annual event, a man en-
dured an attack from perpetrators hurling anti-gay epi-
thets at him, according to state Sen. Jose Peralta, who 
marched in the parade. Police said the confrontation 
occurred at about 10 p.m. Sunday night in the vicinity 
of 83rd Street and 37th Avenue — the parade route ran 
on 37th Avenue between 75th and 89th streets — and de-
scribed the two suspects as African-American males.

There is absolutely no place for that kind of behav-
ior — in Queens, or anywhere, for that matter. Our bor-
ough must be inclusive for people of all sexual orienta-
tions. Queens is one of the most diverse places in the 
world and our welcoming spirit needs to extend to the 
LGBTQ community. 

Our elected officials have done their part in mak-
ing the Queens Pride Parade a staple of the borough. 
Borough President Melinda Katz served as grand mar-
shal of the 2018 parade, while City Councilmen Daniel 
Dromm and Jimmy Van Bramer, state Sen. Jose Per-
alta and U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley each showed their 
support and attended the event.  

Peralta and Dromm issued statements condemning 
the Jackson Heights attack, which left the victim with 
a bruised lip, a bloodied nose and other minor injuries, 
according to police. 

Dromm, who is openly gay, said “it is horrific that 
a member of the LGBTQ community experienced such 
violence after Queens Pride, a celebration of who we 
are,” while Peralta called for everyone to “work to-
gether to put an end to hate, and send a clear message of 
unity and solidarity.”

Other borough lawmakers need to follow Dromm’s 
and Peralta’s lead and speak out against crimes aimed 
at the LGBTQ community and show that they will fight 
to protect the LGBTQ community.

The first Queens Pride Parade got its start in 1993, 
after a gay Latino man was brutally assaulted by three 
men near the PS 69 school playground in Jackson 
Heights and later died from his injuries. The death 
prompted the borough’s LGBTQ community to take ac-
tion, which led to the creation of the Queens Pride Pa-
rade, the second largest parade of its kind in the New 
York metropolitan area.

Ever since, the parade has been one of the most at-
tended events in Queens, annually bringing together 
tens of thousands of people to celebrate their pride. We 
need to make sure that hate crimes against the com-
munity don’t happen so that the parade can continue to 
grow and provide a safe haven for those who need it. 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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READERS WRITE

Marijuana reform is necessary in Queens
 Last month, a front page 

New York Times story about 
the city’s marijuana pos-
session enforcement set off 
alarm bells.

Its headline: “Surest Way 
to Face Marijuana Charges 
in New York: Be Black or His-
panic.”

The city’s longstanding 
unequal and unjust mari-
juana enforcement was well-
known and well-documented 
by news outlets including 
The Daily News, Politico New 
York, WNYC and organiza-
tions like The Drug Policy 
Alliance and Legal Aid Soci-
ety. Over the last two years, 
more than 85 percent of the 
individuals arrested for low-
level marijuana possession 
were black or Latino, even 
though studies have con-
sistently shown that blacks 
and whites use marijuana at 
nearly the same rate.

Behind those numbers 
are New Yorkers whose lives 
were upended by marijuana 
arrests and convictions -- be-
ing fired from jobs, denied 
housing, disqualified from 
college financial aid, or even 
facing deportation.

In response to the vast 
racial disparities, the NYPD 
claimed for years that its 
marijuana enforcement was 

driven by community com-
plaints to 311 and 911. That 
explanation did not hold wa-
ter with the City Council. 
Earlier this year, the Coun-
cil pressed the NYPD to back 
up its enforcement claim by 
publicly providing the 311 
and 911 call information.

The data elicited by the 
City Council completely 
undermined the NYPD’s 
claim once and for all. Just 

look here in Queens. As the 
New York Times detailed, 
the 105th Precinct, which 
covers Queens Village, 
and the 112th precinct, 
which covers Forest Hills, 
received community com-
plaints at roughly the same 
rate. However, the arrest 
rate in the Queens Village 
precinct - - whose residents 
are a majority black -- was 
10 times the rate of the For-

est Hills precinct, which is 
overwhelmingly white.

The 105th Precinct also 
has led the city in marijua-
na summonses nearly every 
year for over a decade now — 
2,199 of them were issued in 
that command last year.

All told, the New York 
Times analysis found that in 
the past three years, blacks 
citywide were arrested for 
low-level marijuana posses-
sion at eight times the rate 
of whites, and Latinos at five 
times the rate. The NYPD 
even reported to the Coun-
cil that 36 percent of those 
arrested for marijuana pos-
session had no prior arrests, 
entering them into a justice 
system that they will be at-
tached to forever.

Marijuana enforcement 
has become the new stop, 
question, and frisk. These 
policies serve no public safe-
ty purpose, yet provide law 
enforcement with the oppor-
tunity to search and arrest 
individuals of color.

What the NYPD data 
brought into focus for poli-
cymakers and law enforce-
ment alike is that the status 
quo is no longer acceptable. 
Already, the mayor and 
police commissioner have 
convened a 30-day working 

group to review the NYPD 
marijuana enforcement poli-
cies. The Manhattan and 
Brooklyn district attorneys 
have announced new policies 
to curtail the prosecution of 
marijuana possession cases.

These efforts are an im-
portant start that could yield 
lasting results. As Council 
members, we look forward 
to reviewing the recommen-
dations from the NYPD’s 
working group and the new 
policies from the district at-
torneys’ offices, including, 
hopefully, one from our own 
Queens District Attorney.

But the NYPD’s recom-
mendations cannot, and will 
not, be the last word on this 
issue. The question of ‘where 
do we go from here?’ can only 
be answered with commu-
nity engagement and discus-
sion. For too long, minority 
communities have borne the 
brunt of marijuana enforce-
ment, and we all need to come 
together to start an honest 
dialogue, rebuild trust, and 
move forward.

 
Councilwoman Adrienne 

Adams
Councilman Rory Lancman

Councilman I. Daneek Miller
Councilman Donovan 

Richards

MTA needs more funding, and it needs it now
 While Mayor Bill de Bla-

sio and Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
continue to fight over who 
is responsible for the man-
agement and funding of the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, Washington 
continues to be a reliable fi-
nancial partner.

Finding $38 billion over 
10 years to fund NYC Tran-
sit head Andy Byford’s pro-
posed recovery plan will be 
a four-way dance between 

riders who pay at the fare 
box along with funding 
from City Hall, Albany and 
Washington.

Federal support for trans-
portation has remained con-
sistent and growing over 
past decades. When a crisis 
occurred, be it Sept. 11, 2001 
or Hurricane Sandy in 2012, 
Washington was there for 
us. Additional billions in as-
sistance above and beyond 
yearly formula allocations 

from the Federal Transit 
Administration was provid-
ed. In 2009, the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act provided billions more.

Most federal transporta-
tion grants require a 20 per-
cent hard-cash local share. 
In most cases, the Federal 
Transit Administration ac-
cepted toll credits instead 
of hard cash for the local 
share. This saved the MTA 
over $1 billion in the previ-

ous 2010-2014 five-year capi-
tal program. The same will 
be true with the 2015-2019 
five-year capital program. 
Washington provided over 
$1.3 billion in 2017 Federal 
Transit Administration for-
mula funding for the MTA, 
which helps pays for its capi-
tal program. There is $1.4 
billion more in federal fund-
ing available in 2018. 

The MTA can’t afford to 
wait for both City Hall and 

Albany to step up and help 
provide billions in addi-
tional funding. Neither can 
transit riders and taxpay-
ers who are looking for ac-
countability, efficient and 
timely completion for both 
capital projects and routine 
maintenance to assure more 
reliable and safe on-time 
service. 

Larry Penner
Great Neck

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

(Clockwise, from l.) City Councilmembers Adrienne Adams, I. 
Daneek Miller, Donovan Richards and Rory Lancman are calling for 
new marijuana enforcement policies. 
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history.

 
Welcome to June 1964!
The June 24 edition re-

ported on the disappear-
ance of Queens College 
junior Andrew Goodman. 
Groups of young people 
gathered in solemn groups 
on the Queens College cam-
pus. “Any news of Andy?” 
was the question they kept 
asking. “No word from Mis-
sissippi” was the answer. 
There was no word on An-
drew Goodman, a 20-year-
old junior, who was missing 
since Sunday. 

He had gone to the South 
the day before to help in a 
voter registration drive. 
The other missing worker, 
Michael Schwerner, also had 
ties to the college. He was 
the husband of Rita Schw-
erner, a Queens College 
graduate from the previous 
February, and the brother 
of Stephan, a Queens Col-
lege employee. 

The parents of the two 
missing civil rights work-
ers took hope from a meet-
ing with President Lyndon 
Johnson, who gave his per-
sonal assurance of the gov-
ernment’s concern. They 
later met with Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy.

 (Goodman, Schwerner 

and another civil rights 
worker were murdered near 
Philadelphia, Miss., by the 
Ku Klux Klan.)

A forlorn gateway to 
America, Ellis Island awaits 
new ideas. For 51 years, the 
island was the processing 
point for 20 million people 
who came to this coun-
try penniless but rich in 
dreams. The glittering tow-
ers of Manhattan beckon 
within sight of the facility 
that was slowly falling into 
decay. The National Parks 
Service proposed developing 
the island as part of a two-
state national historic site 
centered around a museum. 

Each day, 3,000-5,000 be-
draggled immigrants would 
troop past medical examin-
ers on peak days. Women 
waiting to buy railroad 
tickets gave birth on slow 
moving lines. People died in 
waiting rooms. An old-time 
employee recalled the daily 
feeding of the immigrants.

 “They only had prunes 

and prune sandwiches, day 
after day. This resulted 
from profiteering. Contrac-
tors gave them the cheapest 
food available.” 

He recalled some amus-
ing stories, “15 Italians try-
ing to reach Amsterdam Av-
enue in Manhattan wound 
up in the village of Amster-
dam, in upper New York 
state.” 

An American Airlines 
Boeing 727 became LaGuar-
dia Airport’s first regu-
larly scheduled commer-
cial jet. The three-engine 
727 zoomed out at 8:13 a.m. 
bound non-stop for Detroit. 
Aboard were 72 passengers 
and a crew of six. Ameri-
can and United scheduled 
22 daily jet f lights from 
LaGuardia. More than 727 
f lights were to be handled 
at the field next month when 
TWA and Eastern Airlines 
were scheduled to begin jet 
service.

A record 57,037 Met fans 
watched a doubleheader be-

tween the Giants and Mets. 
Although the visiting team 
swept the series, local fans 
went home satisfied after 
watching the longest double-
header in history at that time. 
The nine-hour-five-minute 
marathon went 32 innings, 
and a number of records fell 
before the SRO crowd, includ-
ing most official at-bats and 
most strikeouts. 

The fans were even treat-
ed to a triple play that after-
noon by the Mets’ Roy Mc-
Millan. Casey Stengel and 
Alvin Dark battled all day 
until the latter got ejected 
in the 15th inning of the 
second game. Both lineups 
were sprinkled with a num-
ber of memorable players, 
including Jesus Alou, Wil-
lie Mays, Ed Kranepool, Jim 
Davenport, Orlando Cepeda, 
and Jim Hickman.

For further information, 
contact the Society at (718) 
278-0700 or visit www.astori-
alic.org. 

June 1964: Civil rights drama and a Mets marathon
COLUMNS

 
One of the reasons people 

buy or rent in a neighbor-
hood is that it is a safe place 
to live and bring up chil-
dren. Regretfully, in some 
of the finest neighborhoods 
across our country there 
have been mass shootings in 
malls, outside of bars, at mu-
sic festivals and in schools. 
The latest school shooting 
really galvanized the youth 
of the United States.

The latest mass shooting 
at the Santa Fe High School 
in Texas resulted in the 
deaths of eight students and 
two teachers, with an addi-
tional 13 people wounded.

This happened after the 
mass shooting at the Marjo-

ry Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Florida claimed 
the lives of 17 students and 
teachers. The Stoneman 
Douglas students used social 
media to mobilize people 
and the theme, “March For 
Our Lives,” struck a cord, 
spurring about 3,000 schools 
across the country to hold 
some kind of demonstration.

Close to one million 
men, women and children 
marched in Washington, 
D.C., with the teenagers set-
ting up the event and doing 
the speaking. One girl was 
so emotional that she threw 
up at the podium in front of 
a worldwide audience but 
she continued to speak. The 
students even brought up to 
speak the 9-year old grand-
daughter of Martin Luther 
King Jr., Yolanda Renee 
King. These teens were fan-
tastic.   

From Queens, William 
Cullen Bryant High School 
and Martin Van Buren High 
School students went by 

bus down to Washington. 
Throughout New York City, 
high schools and middle 
schools held demonstra-
tions with the support of the 
administrations. In some 
schools, students walked out 
for 17 minutes in solidarity 
with the 17 who were killed 
at Stoneman Douglas High 
School, while at others stu-
dents knelt in the halls or 
just stood quietly, in some 
there were assemblies where 
violence and gun control 
were discussed. It was great 
to see some 10- and 11-year-
old students being involved 
and quoted. 

These activities took place 

all across the United States. 
The marches were televised 
by MSNBC and CNN. Sadly, 
few other TV stations tele-
vised the marches in New 
York City.  It was fascinating 
to watch the marchers of all 
ages and ethnic groups with 
their signs in cities in many 
states. The teen speakers 
were magnificent.

No student should have 
to worry that someone will 
bring an AR-15 into their 
school and start shooting. 
Surveys have indicated that 
53 percent of the American 
public feel that gun violence 
is an important topic  and 83 
percent of the public support 

comprehensive gun checks. 
It is estimated that 96 Amer-
icans are killed every day by 
gun violence. The student 
goals of stronger background 
checks, raising the mini-
mum age for rif le purchases 
to 21, banning high capacity 
magazines and bump stocks 
are not unreasonable.

One wonders about the 
stability of some of the pro-
gun people when one learns 
that Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School sur-
vivors have received death 
threat tweets because they 
spoke out against gun vio-
lence.

On March 13, 2018, 7,000 
pairs of shoes were placed 
outside the U.S. Capitol to 
memorialize the 7,000 chil-
dren killed by gun violence 
since the Sandy Hook school 
killing of 26 kindergarten 
children and their teachers, 
who had placed their bodies 
in front of their children, in 
2012.

Never again!

Gun control talks heat up with ‘March for our Lives’
Bob

Harris
■

The Civic 
Scene

Students are speaking out 
against gun violence in hopes 
of making their schools safer.
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

Residential
&

Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy

Rt
e 1

10

*
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AROUND CALL NOW

1-800-BUY-FENCE

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

*Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is 
extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

COMPAREAPPLESTOAPPLES�������	
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective April 30, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at 
current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the 
Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective April 30, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing 
Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject 
to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised 
rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA 
accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Markety

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

15-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

36-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA
$8,888$8,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246939k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'15 HONDA CIVIC

$11,888BUY 
FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD
$12,488BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#J5998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE LAT
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSSAN MAXIMA

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

ENJOY THE AMAZING SUMME
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 06/08/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$10,588BUY 
FOR:

689 miles, Stk#29008
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,488BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$12,500BUY 

FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

MER DEALS AT MAJOR WORLD
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

CK Students Celebrate the Gatsby Era
 Christ the King High School students gathered in their glamorous “Roaring 
20’s” attire at the culmination of Ms. Mayer-Foley’s English class reading of 
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s  “The Great Gatsby”. Students reenacted the time period 
through creating news reports, research documentaries, and performing songs 
and dances from the era. 

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 800 students. The faculty numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

New Jersey man sentenced in GCP crash: DA
BY JULIA MORO

 
Andrew Shakespeare, 

34, of Roselle, N.J., pleaded 
guilty to aggravated ve-
hicular homicide in a 2017 
crash on the Grand Central 
Parkway that left two people 
dead, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

Acting Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Gia Morris 
sentenced Shakespeare to 
an intermediate seven to 21 
years in prison.

This comes after the de-
fendant pleaded guilty to 
aggravated vehicular homi-
cide in April. Shakespeare’s 
release from prison will in-
clude an interlock ignition 
device installed to any car 
he drives, preventing the 
vehicle from starting if he is 
intoxicated.

 Brown said the multi-ve-
hicle accident killed two of 
Shakespeare’s four passen-
gers — a 16-year-old boy and 
a 34-year-old man — while 
injuring the other two. Five 
other people were seriously 

injured in the four-car colli-
sion on the Grand Central in 
the early morning of July 16, 
2017, according to the DA.

“A night of celebrating 
ended tragically with the 
deaths of two people as a re-
sult of this defendant’s reck-
less actions,” Brown said.

At about 6:30 a.m., Shake-
speare and his passengers 
were returning home af-
ter attending a wedding 
and Shakespeare was “in 
a highly intoxicated con-
dition” when he drove his 
black BMW X5 up to 117 mph 
in the westbound lane of the 
Grand Central Parkway at 
188th Street and attempted 
to pass a white Nissan in the 
entrance lane, according to 
Brown. 

The defendant sideswiped 
that vehicle and lost control of 
the BMW, Brown said. Then 
Shakespeare slammed into a 
silver Nissan Rogue. Shake-
speare’s vehicle, along with 
the Nissan Rogue, crashed 
through the center guardrail 
separating the westbound 
and eastbound lanes. 

The two vehicles f lipped 
over multiple times and 
when the dust settled, the 
Nissan Rogue stopped upside 

down, and Shakespeare’s 
SUV came to a rest on its 
tires on the eastbound side 
of the parkway, according to 

the DA.
A Mercedes Benz SUV 

traveling eastbound on the 
parkway was also involved 
in the accident. The driver 
saw the defendant’s vehicle 
and the Nissan Rogue com-
ing toward him and had to 
abruptly take action, result-
ing in the vehicle f lipping 
over as well.

According to  court re-
cords, the driver and two pas-
sengers in the Nissan Rogue 
and the drivers of the Mer-
cedes Benz and white Nissan 
were seriously injured as a 
result of the crash.

Shakespeare’s blood al-
cohol level was .10 above the 
legal limit, according to the 
DA. This information was 
only determined after the 
defendant refused tests and 
was then forced to comply, 
due to a court order warrant 
obtained five hours after the 
crash. 

“As a result of his sense-
less actions, the defendant 
has been sentenced to a 
lengthy term of incarcera-
tion,” Brown said.

A New Jersey man pleaded guilty to to charges in connection with last 
year’s crash on the Grand Central Parkway. Martin Smith/Twitter



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 8–14, 2018 31  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

LATE

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY JULIA MORO

With warm weather approach-
ing, it is the perfect time to visit lo-
cal parks. Further adding to the fun 
is the city Parks Department’s public 
art program, Art in the Parks, which 
announced new outdoor exhibitions at 
Forest Park, Lewis H. Latimer House 
and MacDonald Park. 

Amanda Long and Tommy Har-
tung’s work, “Rainbow Mural,” is on 
display at the Greenhouse Playground 
off the Woodhaven Boulevard entrance 
to Forest Park. This piece runs along 
about 800 feet of retaining wall located 
across the playground and skate park 
near the historic carousel.

“The public interacting with my 
work has always been a central focus. 
Often the work is less about my intent 
and more about the public feeling,” 
Long said.

It was important to the two artists 
to make a collaborative piece with the 
community to show that art can be a 
social gathering. The making of this 
mural was, in part, the artists’ work; 
but it was also painted by local volun-
teers and children who enjoy the park.

The work the two artists and the 
community have done shows a painted, 
pixelated rainbow pattern. A portion 
of the mural is in colorful chalkboard 
paint so children in the park can con-
tinue to add to it. 

“El Dorado - The New Forty-Niners” 
can be seen at the Lewis H. Latimer 
House on 34-41 137th St. in Flushing.  
Cecile Chong, the artist behind this 
work, drew her inspiration from El 
Dorado among other things. Chong 
recalls learning of the historic occur-
rence, when Spanish explorers came 
to Latin America, at school in Ecua-
dor where she was raised. Chong com-
bined her fascination with El Dorado 
with her respect for immigrants in 
the country and made 100 individual 
sculptures.  

“With the current political climate, 
I really wanted to honor immigrants,” 
said Chong.

 She was moved when she read that 
49 percent of U.S households speak a 
language other than English. “I put 
that information together with El Do-
rado, and thought well what if El Do-
rado was discovered in New York City 
in the form of a modern contemporary 
archaeological site depicting 100 sculp-
tures, and 49 of them are painted gold 
depicting the 49 percent of second lan-
guage speakers.” 

The 100 sculptures, 49 of which are 
gold, are modeled after tightly swad-
dled babies, or “guaguas,” that Chong 
saw while living in Ecuador. 

Yvonne Shortt and Mayuko Fujino 
contributed the sculpture “Functional 

Bodies” to MacDonald Park at 87-20 
Queens Blvd. in Forest Hills. Shortt, a 
social sculpture artist, said “the Func-
tional Bodies piece was inspired by 
the concept that all beings have some 
aspect of them that allows them to help 
out in their community.” 

Steven Melnik, the founder of 
Friends of MacDonald Park, has a 
hard time trying to find volunteers to 
help maintain the local park. Shortt’s 
and Fujino’s work tries to show how in-
dividuals can give back. 

The sculpture depicts a dog and a 
girl. The girl’s arms are made so water 
can come out of them, showing “how 
we as humans have arms that can be 
used for gathering different tools to 
water the spaces in our community,” 
as Shortt put it. 

Jennifer Lantzas, deputy director 
of public art at New York State Parks, 
said that “all [the artists] are heavily 
rooted in community.”

Lantzas mentioned that it’s not just 
park beautification that her depart-
ment is trying to achieve. A sense of 
community and togetherness have a 
profound meaning and intention be-
hind all of these works. 

“Of course, it’s parks beautification, 
but on a deeper level, we’re hoping that 
it is making people think about the us-
age of their public space differently. 
We’re hoping that it is intellectually 
and socially stimulating and creating 
conversations, even between strang-
ers,” said Lantzas.

Reach reporter Julia Moro by 
e-mail at jmoro@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4574.

Art in the Parks program 
kicks off throughout boro

Cecile Chong’s “El Dorado- The New Forty-
Niners” is on view at the Latimer House. 

Courtesy of Lewis Latimer House
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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A boisterous 
time on Bell
BAYSIDE FESTIVAL SHOWCASES NEIGHBORHOOD’S BEST

(Pictured clockwise) "Good morning, America, how are you? 
Don't you know me, I'm your native son..." a musician outside 
Monahan & Fitzgerald sings at the Bell Blvd. Food & Music Fest. 
Bayside Historical Society President Paul DiBenedetto shows 
off on guitar with Chicken Head Rocks, the classic rock band 
he’s played with nearly a decade. Families indulge in a game of 
Giant Jenga at the “pop-up park,” a large square of fresh sod 
in the middle of Bell Boulevard. Dominick Bruccoleri, chair of 
the Bayside Village BID and owner of Papazzio, dishes out some 
southern Italian cuisine. Culinary treats from a diverse range 
of nationalities show off the culinary flair of the business 
district. Photos by Mark Hallum
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QUEENS
AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Do you know an immigrant in Queens
who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our third Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

Name of nominee: ______________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: _________________Phone: _________________ Email: ______________________

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in October 2018. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

State Assemblyman Ed Braunstein (c.) came up with a $125,000 grant for the Whitestone Community Volunteer Ambulance 
Service to buy a new ambulance. Courtesy of Braunstein’s office

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (r.), who was born in Jerusalem, 
marches with Israel’s consular general in the U.S., Dani Dayan, in 
Manhattan on Israel Day, the 70th anniversary of the founding of 
the Jewish state.  Courtesy of Rozic’s office

Lakshmee Singh, the Guyanese radio personality, hosts 
this year’s Indo-Caribbean Talent Show in Richmond Hill’s 
Smokey Park, where scores of singers and dancers competed 
for trophies and neighborhood bragging rights.            Facebook

He’s got all the moves heading for the basket at the 103rd Precinct’s Pre-Summer Jumpoff Basketball Tournament, a series 
of 3-on-3 games at PS 48 in Jamaica with small-fry and big-kid divisions.  Photo by Bruce Adler

With the Unisphere at their back, competitors hit the final 
stretch of the cops’ annual Patrol Borough Queens North 5K 
Fun Run in Flushing Meadows Corona Park.  

Photo by Bruce Adler
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Local musician Neil Padukone 
is presenting a preview of his 
Jackson Heights opus, Salsa 
Masala, this weekend.
Photo by Krishnanand Kelkar

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Jackson Heights has its own vibe. 
You can sense it just walking down the 
street.

So, if you’re getting bored with your 
recent Spotify playlist selections and 
need a major change of pace, head on 

over to Spaceworks in Long Island City 
— located at 33-02 Skillman Ave. — Sat-
urday evening, for a live music concert 
experience like no other. 

Described as a house concert on ste-
roids — where four acts play five sets 
in two hours — Microsessions NYC is 
back for a fourth round — and with 
complimentary beer. It’s a great place 
to take your date or meet new friends.

Sprung from the tempo of New 
York City’s streets, this mind-blowing 
Indo-Latin funk jam music will get 
your hips shaking and heart racing. 
When you groove to Salsa Masala’s 
passionate mix of Indian spiced Latin 

and African-American beats — fusing 
Bhangra with Bachata, Cumbia with 
Dandiya, Salsa with ragas — you’ll 
feel that vibe deep down in your soul. 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. and the music 
starts at 8 p.m.

You’ll be in one of four audience 
groups that rotate through four rooms, 
listening to 15-minute sets by each of 
the four acts along the way. The event 
winds down with a longer set — 20 to 
30 minutes — where you can listen to 
anyone you’d like.

Microsessions has once again 
teamed up with the Queens Council 
on the Arts, which will be represented 

by Artist Commissioning Program 
Awardee, as well as guitarist/sitar/
oud player Neil Padukone and his proj-
ect “Salsa Masala: a Jackson Heights 
Block Party.”

The local musician will be present-
ing a preview of his Jackson Heights 
opus, which he has written for QCA’s 
Artist Commissioning Program, at the 
upcoming music event.

Also on the bill: Queens rock band 
Spells and Curses, who represent the 
Spaceworks Queens community, as 
well as amazing Gotham-based singer/
songwriters Elle Pierre and Kamryn.

Unique concert uses 
revolutionary format to 
wow audiences in LIC

RETURNS TO

Continued on Page 44
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BY MERLE EXIT

Judge Gloria C. Coco, the first 
Italian-American woman to sit on the 
bench in Chicago, wanted to satisfy her 
mother’s dying wish, to find an uncle’s 
burial place.

Like many families that came to the 
United States, her mother, widowed 
grandmother and uncle were aboard 
a boat. Riding storage from Sicily, 
they landed at Ellis Island. Uncle Alfio 
Freddie Manninici, born in 1917, was 
only four years old when he died while 
they waited for their papers in 1921. 
Nobody could tell her where her broth-
er had been buried when the search be-
gan in the mid-1990s, until it ended in 
2000 at Maple Grove Cemetery in Kew 
Gardens.

What began as a search turned into 
a one-woman show, “Finding Uncle 
Alfio,” which Coco wrote and has been 
performing for several years. She will 
be sharing the true story at Maple 
Grove Cemetery for the first time on 
Saturday, June 16, at 3 p.m. 

While still on the bench in 1994, 
Coco went back to school to get a de-

gree in radio, television and film at 
Northwestern University. As part of 
her senior project, her assignment was 
to write a play in a storytelling class.  

“My mother would tell me about 
these heartfelt sad stories about what 
it took for her mother and her children 
to come to the United States where the 
government first had to decide if it 
was feasible for them to stay or be sent 
back,” Coco said.

Although her mother was given a 
death certificate, it was not clear as 
to how her brother died or what was 
done to his body, most likely due to a 
language barrier. 

“My mother had a sister, 14 years 
her elder, who had already come to 
America which is why they were able to 
send for the family,” Coco said. “When 
my mother died in 1993, there were no 
computers for us to do the seeking.  My 
sisters and I decided to do a search in 
the ‘40s through the ‘70s where one 
could only do it by mail and by going 
through various New York authorities, 
National Archives and Burial of Vital 
Statistics.”  

The death certificate listed Maple 

Grove as the burial cemetery and when 
she went there in 2000, the executive 
director searched through the ledgers 
and showed her more handwritten in-
formation that included where he was 
buried.

“It was described to me as a ‘mass 
grave’ where many of the children of 
immigrants coming through Ellis Is-
land were buried,” Coco said.  

As for her play, “Finding Uncle 
Alfio” was a smaller portion of a 

drama, “The Passages of Grace,” that 
started her acting career first perform-
ing at theatre festivals in Chicago. 

“There was a book written called 
‘Italian Women in Chicago,’ edited by 
Dominic Candeloro, in which 20 wom-
en were asked to write about their Ital-
ian heritage,” Coco said. “I was asked 
to write the story in my mother’s voice. 
The book was translated into Italian. 
I then performed my play as part of a 
book tour for the Italian Senate and 
then went back to Rome for the 100th 
anniversary of the death of Mother 
Francis of Cabrina, the Patron Saint of 
Immigrants.” 

“For every story that you hear about 
people coming to America as the ‘land 
of opportunity,’ there were several sto-
ries about this country not being ‘the 
land of hope’, including tragedies of 
those who did survive,” she added.

A few years ago, Coco connected 
with historian Carl Ballenas, the presi-
dent of Friends of Maple Grove, along 
with Executive Director Helen Day. 
Ballenas asked Coco if she would per-
form her play at the Center and Coco 
obliged.

“As an actor, you become a conduit 
of human emotion. This is one story 
that everyone will be able to relate,” 
she said.

Maple Grove Cemetery is located 
at 127-15 Kew Gardens Road. Reser-
vations for the show can be made by 
calling (347) 878-6614. There will be a 
Q&A session  after the 30-minute per-
formance and a reception to meet Coco 
will follow.  

A true story from 
behind the bench

Judge Gloria Coco will perform her one-
woman show, "Finding Uncle Alfio,"  
Saturday at Maple Grove Cemetery. 
 Courtesy of Gloria Coco
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Answers in Sports

For more Theater Listings,
visit us at: TIMESLEDGER.COM

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

The Exonerated — What effect does it have 
on a person--a soul, a life--to have freedom 
and self-respect stripped away and then, 
ostensibly, returned years later after decades 
of incarceration? “The Exonerated” attempts 
to answer this question through the words 
of six innocent men and women who, after 
years in jail, emerged from death row to try to 
reclaim what was left of their lives. 
When:  Friday, June 8, at 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, June 9, at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $20 at door; $18 online; $15 for 
students with IDs
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 

Tango & Flamenco Fusion — A World 
Premiere musical production of a unique 
fusion of tango and fl amenco, the two most 
important Hispanic manifestations in music, 
song and dance from Spain and Latin America.
When:  Friday, June 8, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, 
June 9, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, June 10, at 4 p.m.; 
Friday, June 15, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, June 16, 
at 8 p.m.; Sunday, June 17, at 4 p.m.; Friday, 
June 22, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, June 23, at 8 
p.m.; Sunday, June 24, at 4 p.m.; Friday, June 
29, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, June 30, at 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, July 1, at 4 p.m.
Where: Thalia Hispanic Theatre
Cost: $45 at door; $40 in advance; $37 for 
students and seniors
Contact: (718) 729-3800
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 8-14, 2018

By Ed Canty

Me(n)tal Work
Across
1. African capital
6. "Haste makes 
waste," e.g.
11. On, as a lamp
14. Amount of 
evidence?
15. 7 to 10 on the 
Beaufort Scale
16. Chicago-Detroit 
dir.
17. Where lab dishes 
may be stacked?
19. A patient 
response?
20. "American Pie" 
destination
21. Dilly-dally
23. Quits working
26. Competent
27. Certain skirts
28. Mother of 
mercy?
29. Got the lead out?
30. Abacus part
31. "All the way 
with ___" (political 
slogan)
34. Big cheese, 
perhaps
35. Stop
36. Hogwash
37. Ear prefix
38. Bring up the rear?
39. Fifth Avenue sight
40. Ale alternatives
42. Crowd
43. Gloom
45. Critical shortages
46. Flexible
47. Lowest ship deck
48. A pint, maybe
49. How to flunk an 
ROTC inspection?

54. Driving support?
55. Quartz used in 
marbles
56. Striped critter
57. Typical USNA 
grad.
58. Man of La 
Mancha
59. Clear, as a disk

Down
1. Look for answers
2. "The Sweetheart 
of Sigma ___"
3. Computer monitor, 
for short
4. Kicks back, in 
a way
5. Became attached 
to
6. Moorehead of 
"Bewitched"
7. Stun
8. Baba, for one

9. French copper
10. Coop flier
11. Flop, figuratively
12. As a whole
13. Giggle
18. Nights before the 
big day
22. "There once" 
follower
23. Sly character?
24. Part of TSE
25. Collectibles, 
perhaps
26. Stop
28. Bridge support
30. 4-H functions
32. Ending for air 
or sea
33. Photo files, in 
computer lingo
35. Having a good 
reputation
36. Exotic dancer

38. Some may be 
hidden
39. A warm heart to 
heart talk (yiddish)
41. "Wheel of 
Fortune" purchase
42. After-bath 
powder
43. "The final 
frontier"
44. "Hello Muddah, 
Hello Fadduh!" 
singer Sherman
45. Dinner bird
47. "Beetle Bailey" 
dog
50. Acted like a sap?
51. Org. for frequent 
strikers?
52. Triage sites, 
briefly
53. "Norma ___"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

NEW ENGLAND MENU
P E A R L S L I M B A T
O L L I E P A D U A A L E
L O B S T E R R O L L K E N
I N S E T S K L E E N E X

N E S T S U E D
C A B R E H A B T U B E
A I R E N E R O S T E A L
A D O S R O I E A T A
N E W T S E N L S R N A S

S N E E D I E T S S T S
B E N D D I A S

D R S E U S S C R E O L E
B E E C L A M C H O W D E R
U S A A L L O T N E I N S
S I D S E G S G R E A T

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Captain Underpants The 
First Epic Movie — This 
raucously subversive 
comedy for the entire family 
tells the story of two overly 
imaginative pranksters 
named George and Harold, 
who hypnotize their 
principal into thinking he’s 
a ridiculously enthusiastic, 
incredibly dimwitted 
superhero named Captain 
Underpants.
When: Friday, June 8, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: The Painter’s 
Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

CinemaLIC Presents: 
The Wizard of Oz — “The 
Wizard of Oz” begins when 
a tornado rips through 
Kansas, Dorothy and her 
dog, Toto, are whisked away 
in their house to the magical 
land of Oz. They follow the 

Yellow Brick Road toward 
the Emerald City to meet the 
Wizard, and en route they 
meet a Scarecrow that needs 
a brain, a Tin Man missing a 
heart, and a Cowardly Lion 
who wants courage. The 
wizard asks the group to 
bring him the broom of the 
Wicked Witch of the West to 
earn his help.
When: Saturday, June 9, 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Hunter’s Point South 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: casey@
hunterspointparks.org

EVENTS

Job Fair — More than 
50 companies will be on 
hand to collect resumes 
and interview potential 
candidates for a wide variety 
of positions.
When: Friday, June 8, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Central Queens Y
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 268-5011 ext. 162

Astoria Park Carnival 
— Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition Inc. 
is pleased to bring you the 
2018 Astoria Park Carnival. 
Join us and enjoy rides, 
games, food, and fun for the 
whole family.
When: Friday, June 8, from 4 
p.m. to 11 p.m.; Saturday, June 9, 
from 12 p.m. to 12 a.m.; Sunday, 
June 10, from 12 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820

Citywide Pickleball 
Tournament — Join NYC 
Parks for a free Pickleball 
Tournament. Participants 
are welcome to register as a 
team or individually for the 
following age divisions in the 
Doubles competition: 17 and 
under; 18-24; 24-54; 55 and 
over. All participants must 
register at:  www.eventbrite.
com/e/nyc-parks-citywide-
pickleball-tournament-
registration-29440499326 . 
For individuals without 
partners, pairings will be 
decided at 9:00 a.m.
When: Saturday, June 9, from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free to attend
Contact: For more 

information and to register, 
please contact Shawn James 
at (718) 393-7370

Bayside Green 
Neighborhood — Volunteer 
with the Stewardship Team 
to protect the forested 
areas in Alley Pond Park. 
Volunteers will learn how to 
identify and safely remove 
invasive plants in order 
to help restore the forest 
and create a healthier 
ecosystem. They will also 
be doing trail closure work. 
Come dressed in sturdy 
boots or shoes, long pants, 

and clothing that can get 
dirty. Please bring your 
own water bottle for this 
event. Volunteers under 18 
must be accompanied by a 
chaperone.
When: Saturday, June 9, from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 392-5232

Its My Park at Rufus King 
Park — This It’s My Park 
season, volunteer with 
YMCA of Greater New York to 
beautify Rufus King Park.
When: Saturday, June 9, from 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: King Manor Museum
Cost: Free
Contact: sara.baral@parks.
nyc.gov

Kiwanis Flag Day Parade — 
March in the Kiwanis Flag 
Day Parade
When: Saturday, June 9, from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Parade starts at 
Greenpoint Avenue between 
39th Place and 48th Street
Cost: Free

Aloha to Summer — 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 44
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

BY MERLE EXIT

Once an abandoned 
landfill and illegal dump-
site, Socrates Sculpture 
Park is now a venue for 
art, music and the joy of 
the view of the New York 
skyline. Sculptor Vir-
ginia Overton made use 
of what one would see as 
“junk” to create her solo 
exhibition, “Built.”  

The exhibit runs 
through Sept. 3 and is 
open to the public every 
day, from early mid-
morning until the sun 
goes down. Ten pieces 
have been built on the 
site using materials gath-
ered from nearby. 

“During the six 
months of construc-
tion, people were able 
to view it and engage in 
conversation about the 
art structures,” Overton 
said. “There are a total of 
10 pieces, the first being 
a billboard that you will 

encounter as you enter 
the park called ‘Untitled 
(Bootlegging).’”

Overton described 
two of her pieces that 
utilize old trucks, one of 
which is a Dodge Ram 
150 pickup. 

“‘Untitled (Late 
Bloomer)’ has a water 
garden in the back of it. I 
lined the truck bed with 
rubber and filled it with 
water and lotus plants.  It 
has a sort of fountain run-
ning through. The lotus 
plants will bloom as they 
grow during the sum-
mer. The other, Untitled 
(Mobile) is a 1990 Ford 
tow truck that hangs a 
large steel tank in the 
back from a chain of the 
tow arm like a mobile. 
This dark blue, almost 
black structure sits along 
the skyline of the water’s 
edge of the river.”

There is a piece that 
includes a gantry, an a-
frame structure used to 

lift heavy things. “I hung 
an industrial pine wood-
en beam from it. ‘Unti-
tled (Suspended Beam)’ 
is one of many interac-
tive pieces as you can sit 
on and swing from it.”  

“Untitled (Gem)” is 
the largest sculpture in 
the park. “It is made of 
steel roof trusses that 
when hooked almost 
forms the shape of a crys-
tal. It is 18 feet tall and 
forty feet long and gives 
an open feeling.”

“There is another 
piece that is steel frame-
work and filled with 
horizontal pipes,” said 
Overton. “‘Untitled (4x8 
view)’ allows visitors to 
look through the pipes 
and view various parts 
of the city or the park.” 

Socrates Sculpture 
Park is equipped with 
an outdoor artist studio 
space. Overton used this 
site to suspend a beam 
that goes through an al-

ready existing hole in 
the roof. “Untitled (Ver-
tical again)” produces a 
tree-like structure. 

Another sign com-
position, “Untitled (So-
crates sign)” is a light 
box that is hung above 
this studio space with 
the name of the park dis-
played. Overton said that 
there are also two other 
small pieces as part of 
the park’s exhibit.  

Jess Wilcox is the cu-
rator of Socrates Sculp-
ture Park. “I worked 
closely with Virginia in 

the discussion and vi-
sion of placing the art-
work in the park as well 
as envisioning how the 
public can interact. We 
have crafted small labels 
so that people can get 
an idea of what Virgin-
ia thought about these 
works. A handout with a 
map is given that shows 
you the locations and 
names of the artwork.”

Wilcox said that Over-
ton came into her mind 
for a solo piece because of 
how she typically works 
with found materials, in 

line with the history of 
the park. “In most cases, 
artists come into the park 
and work on their proj-
ect. There is an outdoor 
studio with tools and fa-
cilities. The public is able 
to view artists working 
on their exhibition.” 

Socrates Sculpture 
Park is located at 32-
01 Vernon Blvd., at the 
intersection of Vernon 
Boulevard and Broad-
way. The Astoria ferry 
stops nearby and is acces-
sible by other publication 
transportation as well. 

Transforming junk to art 
at Socrates Sculpture Park

Sculptor Virginia Overton used what one might see as “junk” to create her solo exhibition, 
“Built.” Photo by Nicholas Knight
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Join NYC Parks and City 
Councilwoman Adrienne 
Adams for an afternoon of 
games, infl atabes, music, 
popcorn, ices, a photo booth, 
and more.
When: Saturday, June 9, from 
12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Phil “Scooter” Rizzuto 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Kayaking and Canoeing — 
No prior boating experience 
is required and participants 
may sign up on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. 
Minors (younger than 18 
years old) must have a 
parent or guardian present. 
Well-behaved dogs are also 
welcome to accompany 
their owners! LICCB has life 
jackets available for your 
four-legged family members. 
No RSVP is required; however, 
participants are encouraged 
to call (631) 542-2628 or 
visit licboathouse.org two 
hours prior to a scheduled 
paddle for updates and 
cancellations, especially 
during inclement weather.
When: Sunday, June 10, from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Hallet’s Cove

Cost: Free
Contact: (631) 542-2628

Free Sunset Silent Disco — 
Join Quiet Events as it partners 
with the Hunters Point 
Park Conservancy and City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
for a free family friendly event 
at LIC Landing for a night of 

music, dancing and fun. This 
special event will include 
appearances from friends 
at Crunch Fitness for family 
dance classes, face painting, 
and more to be announced.
When: Sunday, June 10, from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: LIC Landing Events 
Space

Contact:  www.queenspride.
org/ 

Jazz Series: Clifton Anderson 
— Renowned trombonist Clifton 
Anderson has shared the stage 
and studio with a diverse array 
of musical luminaries–from 
McCoy Tyner, Dizzy Gillespie 
and Lester Bowie to Stevie 

Wonder, Keith Richards and 
the Mighty Sparrow–and has 
captured audiences far and 
wide with his rich sound, fi ne 
compositions and unique 
interpretations. Perhaps best 
known for his many years 
playing and producing for his 
uncle, the great Sonny Rollins, 
Anderson brings his stellar 

quintet to Socrates for a night 
of swinging originals, high 
energy straight-ahead, calypso, 
funk and American songbook 
standards. 
When: Thursday, June 14, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Continued from Page 42 

Arts

Check out pickleball, the racquet game that combines badminton and tennis, on Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., at Roy Wilkins Recreation Center. Wikimedia

“I’m very excited to 
play at Microsessions and 
present ‘Salsa Masala’ — 
music I describe as Indo-
Latin Jazz-Funk with 
some hip-hop thrown 
in,” Padukone said. “The 
project is inspired by my 
neighborhood in Queens. 
Walk down Roosevelt Av-
enue in Jackson Heights, 
and you hear Bhangra 
and Bollywood on one 
side, Cumbia and Bacha-
ta on the other. What 
would happen, I won-
dered, if we all brought 
our instruments out and 
had one big block party? 
This project is the music 
that would provide the 
soundtrack.” 

The six-piece ensem-
ble features guitar, sitar, 
oud, congas, tablas, clave, 
shekere, dhol, drum set, 
baritone saxophone, 
trumpet, bass, cowbell, 
guiro, and ... well, you’ll 
have to see for yourself to 
find out what else.

QCA’s inaugural Art-
ist Commissioning Pro-
gram, which selected 
Padukone’s opus, pro-

vides support to proj-
ects that fill gaps in the 
American canon – untold 
stories that emerge from 
underrepresented com-
munities in Queens.

“And what’s more 
American, and more New 
York,” asked the guitar-
ist, “than the interaction 
of different cultures?

“Jazz emerged from 
blues, ragtime, and clas-
sical in New Orleans; 
rock and roll came out of 
electric blues and coun-
try music; salsa from 
mambo, jazz, and bomba 
in East Harlem; hip hop 
from funk, disco, and 
Caribbean music in the 
Bronx and Queens... and 
now the interaction of 
Indian and Latin music 
is coming out of Jackson 
Heights!”

The Artist Com-
missioning Program 
brought together a panel 
of 14 arts presenters from 
throughout the borough, 
who reviewed about 100 
submissions and select-
ed the award recipients, 
according to Padukone.

“They (ACP) and QCA 

have been mentors to us 
artists throughout the 
process, helping us think 
through the execution of 
the project, making in-
troductions, and putting 
in their thought, time, 
and effort,” he said.

In fact, an actual 
block party will be held 
Sept. 15 on 82nd Street 
and Roosevelt Avenue, as 
the final premier of Salsa 
Masala.

QCA’s ACP manager 
Kelly Olshan weighed in 
about the special musi-
cal project. ACP provides 
Queens choreographers, 
playwrights, and com-
posers $10,000 towards 

the creation and produc-
tion of a new, original 
work.

“Neil is one of four 
artists chosen by a panel 
of Queens-based com-
munity members, or art 
producers, who are com-
mitted to supporting the 
artists’ projects,” Olshan 
said. “A very competitive 
application pool, the art 
producers and I reviewed 
97 artist applications for 
this opportunity. Neil’s 
work stood out to us for 
its ability to integrate a 
variety of cultural influ-
ences native to Jackson 
Heights. Dynamic and 
visceral, the resulting 

fusion builds bridges 
across places, spaces, 
and cultures. While it 
can be very difficult to 
facilitate cross-cultural 
connections, Neil’s work 
aptly tackles this an ar-
tistic and cultural chal-
lenge.”

Describing the three-
way partnership between 
QCA, Microsessons 
and Spaceworks — a re-
hearsal, studio and com-
munity creative space — 
Olshan said it works like 
this: “QCA helps provide 
access to the artists cre-
ating dynamic work in 
this borough; Microses-
sions creates a dynamic 

way of showcasing this 
music; and Spaceworks 
provides an amazing 
space which engages the 
public in this unique 
event.

“If our relationship 
was a book, QCA helps 
provide the writing, 
Microsessions is the 
distinctive formatting 
and graphic design, and 
Spaceworks is the local 
book store.”

Microsessions, a 
revolutionary live mu-
sic format founded and 
produced by Schomer, 
first launched in Feb-
ruary 2016, in Austin, 
Texas. It debuted in New 
York City in July 2017 at 
Spaceworks. That first 
showcase jumpstarted 
a quarterly residency 
there.

Schomer said he was 
thrilled to partner with 
QCA and “the incred-
ible Queens-based mu-
sicians” in their 2018 
Artist Commissioning 
Program. 

“It will be a magical 
night,” he said.

Tickets are available 
for $20 and can be pur-
chased at  microsessions.
ticketbud.com/nyc-6-9 .

Continued from Page 39 

Microsessions

The six-piece ensemble features sitar, oud, table, guiro, congas. Photo by Susmita De
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
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devoted to Queensborough 
Community College and its 
surrounding community – 
a remarkable achievement 
by any standard,” CUNY 
Interim Chancellor Vita C. 
Rabinowitz said. “Time and 
again, she has exhibited her 
commitment to academic 
excellence, innovative prac-
tices and finding student-
centered solutions. She has 
successfully built a strong 
foundation at Queensbor-
ough and established a leg-
acy of which we can all be 
proud.”

Before Call was presi-
dent, she served as provost, 
leading the Academic Af-
fairs Division of QCC where 
innovative academic pro-
grams were formed along 
with community partner-
ships that won students in-
ternships and a place in the 
job market.

“I am first in my fam-
ily to go to college, I proudly 
consider myself Mexican 
American born to immi-
grant parents who came to 
the U.S. to give their kids 

a better future,” President 
of Student Government As-
sociation said Mabely Sal-
vador Vasquez, president of 
the student government, as 
she addressed the graduat-
ing class during commence-
ment May 31. “My story is 
not unique. “Out there, we 
have students from 127 dif-
ferent countries.”

Call is also credited with 
bringing High Impact Prac-
tices to the school, which 
helps educators assess cu-
mulative learning in stu-
dents, and for obtaining an 
historic $11.5 million grant 
from Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
NY CUNY 2020. 

This grant connects aca-
demic excellence with entre-
preneurship and local eco-
nomic development.

QCC has achieved record 
enrollment in recent years 
with up to 16,000 students 
each year and full-time fac-
ulty is also at a high of about 
400, with about 83 percent 
holding the highest level de-
grees in their fields.

A graduate of Columbia Uni-
versity and the Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education, Call was 
recognized as the 2018 Woman 
of Distinction by state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing).

commencement and more than 
4,300 undergraduate and grad-
uate degrees were be awarded 
this year to candidates from 
the summer and fall of 2017 
and the spring of 2018. Of those 
more than 3,200 were bache-
lor’s degrees, the highest num-
ber awarded in five years. 

Rodriguez , who has been 
the Queens College president 
for four years, said the class of 
2018 represents the 80th gradu-

ating class, and will “always 
have a special place in his 
heart.”

“We celebrate your hard 
work, your accomplishments, 
your countless sacrifices, that 
they have all finally paid off,” 
Rodríguez said. “Whether 
it took you two years, four 
years, six years, or a little 
longer, earning a degree from 
Queens College is a splendid 
achievement. You should be 
proud of yourselves as we’re 
all proud of what you have ac-
complished.”  

Special guests included 
U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 

(D-NY), Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest), and alumni 
from the classes of 1943, 1948, 
1958, 1968.

Josephine Cooke, the vale-
dictorian of the class of 2018, 
and a Marshall Scholar, who 
is a neuroscience and psychol-
ogy double major, graduated 
summa cum laude. Cooke will 
continue her post-graduate 
studies at Imperial College Lon-
don, where she plans to pursue 
a Ph.D focusing on how dance 
therapy can be used to rehabili-
tate neurological disorders.

Elected officials at the 
event included U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-NY) and 
City Councilwoman Adri-
enne Adams (D-Jamaica). 

Schumer knew exactly 
how Chinedo felt, because 
he and his wife watched 
their daughter graduate a 
few years ago.

“One of the greatest days 
of your lives is to watch your 
children become adults be-
fore your very eyes,” Schum-
er told the parents and rela-
tives in the crowd. 

Adams praised the stu-
dents for overcoming obsta-
cles to get to this day.

“The first day of the rest of 
your lives is culminating in 
this wonderful service,” said 
Adams. “A lot of you have come 
through financial hardship. A 
lot of you had come through 
health challenges. A lot of you 
came through domestic issues, 
but you made it. You made it... 
Welcome to your future.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 

York
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Qns College

Continued from Page 5 

QCC

York College had a record-breaking 1,206 graduates receive their diplomas at last week’s commencement. Photo by Nat Valentine

Borough President Melinda Katz speaks to the Queens College graduating class of 2018. 
 Photo by Luis Zapata
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Sports

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

As the Mets’ season con-
tinues to spiral into chaos, 
there was reason for opti-
mism this week.

With the No. 6 pick in the 
2018 MLB Amateur Draft, 
the Mets selected high 
schooler Jarred Kelenic out 
of Wisconsin, hoping he can 
rise through the system and 
eventually become a star 
player the club desperately 
needs. 

“He was the best player on 
the board and we felt really 
strong about him,” Mets vice 
president of amateur scout-
ing Tommy Tanous said af-

ter the pick. “It didn’t have a 
lot to do with high school or 
college at that point.”

The Mets have gener-
ally steered clear from high 
school players at the top of 
the draft, but believe Kele-
nic has the potential and 
make-up to thrive. The lefty-
swinging outfielder helped 
USA Baseball’s under-18 
team win gold medals each 
of the past two years in the 
2016 Pan American Games 
and the 2017 Baseball World 
Cup.

Kelenic, though, elected 

The Mets selected high school outfielder Jarred Kelenic with the No. 6 
overall pick of the 2018 MLB Amateur Draft. AP

BY ROBERT COLE

The Flushing Red Devils 
traveled to the Bronx Satur-
day Looking for their fifth-
straight playoff win and a 
birth in the PSAL Class AA 
City Championship game at 
Yankee Stadium. In their way 
was an undefeated Bathgate 
Educational Complex team, 
at Monroe High School Field.

Unfortunately for the Red 
Devils, Bathgate’s offense was 
rampant, recording nine runs 
on 14 hits to secure a 9-1 vic-
tory. Bathgate also benefitted 
from a strong pitching perfor-
mance by junior Emmanuel 
Lopez, who stifled the Flush-
ing offense all game. Lopez 
surrendered just one run on 
four hits, while striking out 
10 Red Devils. He was master-
ful in changing the speeds of 
his pitches throughout the 
game and kept the Flushing 
hitters off balance with his 
curveball.  

“Today, the better team 
won,” Flushing coach Joseph 
Gerloven said. “They put the 
ball into play and found the 
gaps. They were able to spray 
their hits and move the ball 
around.”

Flushing was not without 
its chances, but ran into some 
hard luck in the bottom of the 
first inning when, with two 
outs and a runner on first 
base, Bathgate’s Jason Frias 
hit a ground ball into a spot 
vacated by the second base-
man, who had gone to cover 

second base as Bathgate’s 
Emmanuel Lopez attempted 
to steal.

After a walk loaded the 
bases, Able Jimenez drove a 

base hit past the centerfielder 
for a three-run triple, which 
gave Bathgate a 3-0 advantage 
they would never relinquish.

Flushing’s Matthew Perez throws pitch during the PSAL Class AA semi-
final game against Bathgate at Monroe Campus Field on Saturday. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

Mets look to future 
in 2018 MLB draft

Flushing falls in semis
Red Devils can’t rebound from slow start against Bathgate

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Bathgate scored anoth-
er run on a double by Eudy 
Dolville to increase its lead 
to 4-0 after one inning.

Flushing pitcher Mat-
thew Perez tried to keep 
the game close, but Bath-
gate’s strong offense con-
tinued to push runs across 
the plate with some clutch 
hitting.

The Red Devils scored 
in the seventh inning af-
ter a walk and an error by 
Bathgate’s third baseman, 
Starling Rodriguez, al-
lowed Samy Matias to move 
to third base and Chris-
topher Gonzalez to reach 
first. Matias scored on a 
fielder’s choice, making the 

score 9-1. That’s as close as 
Flushing would get, as Lo-
pez struck out Jose Otanez 
to end the game.  

Despite the semifinal 
loss, it was a very success-
ful season for the Red Dev-
ils, as they advanced far-
ther in this year’s playoff 
tournament than expected 
and finished the season 
with a 14-4 record.  

“It’s been a long season 
and I have been very proud 
of my team every step of 
the way,” Gerloven said. 
“They have exceeded ex-
pectations at every corner. 
As a coach, a man, and as 
an educator, I have seen 
things from these boys I 
have not seen before. Their 
perseverance, and dedica-
tion, were the epitome of 
hard work, and I could not 
be more proud of them.”

not to play high school ball, 
instead choosing to play in 
a travel league, where he ex-
celled. 

Leading up to the draft, 
scouts have said Kelenic is 
one of the top high school hit-
ters in the class of 2018 and is 
an above-average defender in 
the outfield. 

“One of the things we were 
looking for picking this high 
was a position player that 
has two-way value,” Tanous 
said. “We feel that Jarred is 
a young man that possesses 
tools to give him a well-
rounded game. We think he’s 
going to hit, play defense and 
add value on the bases. That 
was something that was at-
tractive to us.”

With their second pick of 
the draft, the Mets again went 
with a high school prospect, 
this time a pitcher. New York 
selected Simeon Woods-Rich-
ardson with the No. 48 pick. 
Woods-Richardson is just 17, 
but has a big arm and a fast-
ball that touches 97 miles per 
hour. 

The Mets hope their top of 
the 2018 draft class can make 

a good first impression like 
last year’s first round pick, 
David Peterson. 

Selected 20th overall in 
2017, Peterson has emerged 
as the Mets’ No. 2 overall 
prospect, per MLB.com. He 
has thrived on the mound 
in Low-A Columbia this sea-
son, pitching to a 1.93 ERA 
with 47 strikeouts against 11 
walks in his first 51.1 innings 
pitched. Those numbers show 
Peterson, 22, has the abil-
ity to move quickly through 

the system. If he continues 
throwing well, he could earn 
a promotion to High-A this 
season and potentially start 
the 2019 campaign in Double-
A. If that’s the case, he could 
be a big league option in late 
2019 or early 2020. 

The Mets have struggled 
to develop their draft picks 
into stars. Michael Conforto, 
the team’s first round selec-
tion in 2014, earned a trip to 
the All-Star Game during 
last year’s breakout season. 
Steven Matz — drafted in the 
second round of the 2009 draft 
— has emerged as a solid, but 
injury-prone starter for the 
Mets, who turned Jacob de-
Grom — drafted in the ninth 
round of the 2010 draft — into 
one of the best pitchers in the 
game. 

Most of their other key 
players — Amed Rosario, 
Yoenis Cespedes, Jay Bruce, 
Zack Wheeler, etc. — were not 
acquired through the draft.

But there is hope in 
Queens that the organization 
has turned a corner and is 
well on its way to developing 
a new generation of stars.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Continued from Page 47 

Mets

David Peterson, the Mets’ 2017 
first round pick, is expected to 
move quickly through the minor 
leagues.  AP

Continued from Page 47 
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and expensive recovery,” the 
friend said.

Eng is known in the 
Bayside community for his 
professional association 
with Black Label Donuts, 
which operates out of Nip-

pon Cha at 39-34 Bell Blvd., 
according to the Facebook 
message, which further 
said the family would be 
setting up a GoFundMe 
page soon to help pay the 
medical expenses.

Although Eng was exit-
ing his vehicle, it is not clear 
to NYPD whether or not he 
was actually inside the BMW 
when he was shot.

“I want to thank DPR for 
listening to the concerns 
of the community and do-
ing the right thing by re-
turning Mr. Eric’s Toddler 
Time to Bowne Park in the 
fall,” Avella said. “It goes to 
show you the power of the 
people having a say about 
what goes on in their com-
munity. The Families for 
Bowne Park Association 
did a wonderful job orga-
nizing and it goes to show 
you that the one thing the 
city cannot fight is moth-
ers and their kids.”

Avella said his office 
issued “many letters over 

many months” to speak 
with Lewandowski, who 
told him the program 
would be returning after 
all.

“We’re not politicians, 
we’re moms, and we come 
to this park and want the 
best for our kids,” said 
Tamar Chicavich, Fami-
lies for Bowne Park Asso-
ciation.

A Parks Department 
spokeswoman said the pro-
gram was initially moved 
on account of the availabil-
ity of indoor space, which 
was under renovation at 
Bowne Park.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

East Elmhurst), who marched 
in the Queens Pride Parade, 
denounced the attack saying it’s 
“intolerable.”

“I am outraged that attacks 
against people because of their 
sexual orientation or gender 
expression continue to occur,” 
said Peralta. “There is no room 
for hate in our community, es-
pecially in one as diverse as 
Jackson Heights. Our diversity 
should unite us not divide us. 
“We must ensure we all work to-
gether to put an end to hate, and 
send a clear message of unity 
and solidarity.” 

The first Queens Pride Pa-
rade was launched in 1993, after 
the murder of Julio Rivera, a 
gay Latino man who was brutal-
ly attacked by three men near 
the PS 69 school playground in 
Jackson Heights, and died from 
his injuries.

The tragic death of Rivera 
prompted the Queens LGBTQ 
community to take action form-
ing several community groups 
and the creation of the Queens 
Pride Parade — the second 
largest parade in the New York 
metropolitan area — celebrat-
ing pride and visibility in the 
borough of Queens.

Each year, the parade has 
passed by the school and the 
corner of 37th Avenue and 78th 
Street named in Rivera’s honor. 

Elected officials such as 
Councilmen Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) and Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
and U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), were in at-
tendance. 

Council member Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), who 
chairs the Council’s LGBT Cau-
cus, and a founder of the Queens 
Pride Parade, expressed outrage 
of Sunday night’s attack. 

“It is horrific that a mem-
ber of the LGBTQ community 
experienced such violence af-
ter Queens Pride, a celebration 
of who we are,” said Dromm. 
“While the fight for equality 
and justice for LGBTQ people 
in Queens has come a long way 
since then, sadly, attacks like 
these still occur.  They are in no 
way representative of Jackson 
Heights or our borough, and we 
will continue to resist attempts 
like these which seek to force us 
back into the closet.”

A Democratic candidate for 
state Senate, Jessica Ramos, 
a resident of Jackson Heights, 
who was recently endorsed by 
the Jim Owles Democratic Club 
in the race against Peralta, 
and marched in Queens Pride, 
pledged to fight for equality in 
her LGBTQ agenda. 

“New York is the birthplace 
of the gay rights movement, 
and we have come so far since 
then—but there’s more work to 
do to reach true LGBTQ equal-
ity,” said Ramos. “For too long, 
LGBTQ priorities have been left 
to the wayside by Republicans 
in the state Senate, and the Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference 
senators who voted for Republi-
can leadership.”

Ramos’ LGBTQ agenda in-
cludes the banning of conversion 
therapy for minors; increased 
funding for LGBTQ homeless 
youth and seniors; the end of 
“Gay and Trans Panic Defense;” 
support child-parent security 
act; support of Gender Expres-
sion Non-Discrimination Act; 
and expansion of MWBE  con-
tracting opportunities to trans 
entrepreneurs. 

In a statement Crowley said 
that although there have been 
“incredible progress in the 
march toward equality,” there’s 
still a long way to go to ensure 
the full rights of LGBTQ Ameri-
cans, especially communities of 
color. 

The following day after 
Queens Pride, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced a landmark 
proposal to make birth certifi-
cates more inclusive to all gen-
der identities. New York City 
birth certificates will include 
male, female and a new, third 
category of “X” to reflect non-
binary gender identity, the may-
or’s office said. 

“Pride Month is is a time to 
celebrate how far we’ve come 
in the fight for equality, and 
reaffirm our commitment to 
protecting all New Yorkers 
from discrimination,” said de 
Blasio. “This proposal will al-
low transgender and gender 
non-conforming New Yorkers to 
live with the dignity and respect 
they deserve, and make our city 

fairer.”
Several participants at 

Queens Pride said some prog-
ress today has been made in the 
LGBTQ community, but there 
are still issues that are perti-
nent such as continued discrim-
ination for just being gay and 
protection of transgender indi-
viduals and use of restrooms. 

Sharon John, 62, of Harlem, 
who described herself as a “free 
spirit,” could easily be singled 
out in the crowd for her stand-
out attire. She was wearing a 
red hat that said “Pride” with 
a big colorful bow attached and 
a long pride flag as a cape, as 
she stood on the corner with 
her black cart filled with pride 
flags, necklaces, and other ac-
cessories for sale.  

“I have a nephew that’s gay 
and some friends that are bi-
sexual,” said John. “I’m here to 
show support and there needs to 
be a realization that people are 
people, and we shouldn’t judge 
anyone. I raised my children to 
be the same way, and I’m happy 
to be here today.” 

Nelson Silverio, 30, of Co-
rona, who is a member of the 
Latino Commission on AIDS’ 
Oasis Wellness Center, said it 
was his seventh year participat-
ing in the Queens Pride Parade 
and Festival. 

“I’m from the Dominican Re-
public, so I don’t have the oppor-
tunity there to say ‘I’m gay’ in 
the open,” Sirverio said. “Here 
in the United States I have the 
freedom to just be me and cel-
ebrate. Pride Month is not just 
for the LGBTQ community, it’s 
for all communities and I invite 
everyone to come out and cel-
ebrate with us.” 

Reach reporter Carlotta Mo-
hamed by e-mail at cmohamed@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4526.

Continued from Page 1 

Pride

Continued from Page 1 

Shooting

Continued from Page 2 

Mr. Eric

provements need to be made 
before taking the test.

“To assume African-
American and Latino stu-
dents cannot pass the test 
is insulting to everyone and 
educationally unsound,” 
Stavisky said. “To suggest 
low-income students do 
not do well on the exam is 
just not true. Many Asian-
American students come 
from families who live in 
poverty. The implication 
of the [Chancellor Richard 
Carranza’s] comments are 
that a percentage system 
is preferable. I disagree. 
There are better solutions 
to the lack of diversity in 
specialized high schools.”

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) said the 
majority of his constitu-
ents, primarily described 
as Asian-American of low-
income status, claimed they 
do not feel included in the 
decision to eliminate the 
SHSAT and he would not be 
backing the bill to do so.

The city Department of 
Education released figures 
in March under the watch 

of former Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña claim-
ing the number of students 
taking the SHSAT has risen 
over years prior due to en-
gagement through DREAM 
Intensive, a free after-
school program.

“As a lifelong educator, 
a man of color, and a par-
ent of children of color, 
I’m proud to work with our 
mayor to foster true equity 
and excellence at our spe-
cialized high schools,” 
Carranza said Sunday. 
“With the partnership 
of the state Legislature, 
we’re going to live up to 
what our public schools 
and what New York City 
are truly about – opportu-
nity for all. This is what’s 
right for our kids, our fam-
ilies, and our city.”

About 28,300 eighth 
graders took the SHSAT 
this year compared to the 
27,900 in 2017, according 
to the Dept. of Education, 
and DREAM Intensive saw 
670 students join  their pro-
gram, over 300 more than 
in the year prior.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 2 
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The 2018 Queens Pride Parade held in Jackson Heights marked the be-
ginning of Pride Month, celebrating LGBTQ visibility and diversity. 
 Photo by Bruce Adler
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_6-8-18

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Sale
Dates

June
Fri.

8
Sat.

9
June

Sun.

10
June

Mon.

11
June

Tues

12
June

Wed

13
June

Thurs.
June

14

$1699$599

Filippo Berio
Pure
Olive Oil

Rao’s
Sauce

101.4 Fl Oz Can
Imported

24 Oz Jar
Assorted

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

RedPack 
Tomatoes

28-29 Oz Can
Assorted

5/$5

Colavita
Olive
Oil

C l itt
34 Fl Oz Btl
Extra Virgin

$1099O

1
IRice-A-Roni

Rice
Mix

4.3-7.2 Oz Box ... Assorted
Pasta Roni or

88¢

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

$799

Mazola
Oil
M lM
128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

2/$5$399

2/$4 $899 2/$6 $699 $899

2/$5
With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. 

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. 

11-27 Fl Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
Sandwiches, Tacos, Kandy Bars or

Klondike
Ice Cream
Bars

48 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: All Natural & Gelato)

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream

16 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Non Dairy Desserts)

200 Gram Pkg 200 Gram Cont 10 Oz Cont
Assorted

600 Gram Pkg

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Ben & Jerry’s
Ice Cream

g

Jacob’s
Cream
Crackers

Nescafe
Greek
Coffee

Palirria
My Greek
Meze

g

Alterra
Chicory

Mythology
Greek Beer
6 Pack

4/$5

12-16 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Manicotti, Lasagna,
Gluten Free, Jumbo Shells,
Collezione & Plus)

Barilla
Pasta

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. With ClCl bb Cb Cb C d Li it 4 O

$399

18-24 Ct Pkg Assorted Mighty Pacs or
32 Fl Oz Btl Small & Mighty Stainlifter 
or 46.5-50 Fl Oz Btl Assorted

All
Detergent

Persil
Laundry
Detergent

PP iill
40 Fl Oz Cont ... 32 Loads
2 In 1, Intense Fresh or Original

$399333
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

$699
lb. Sliced To Order

Best’s
Top Round
Pastrami

$599
lb. Sliced To Order

$499lb. Sliced To Order

$499lb. Sliced To Order

Perdue
Turkey
Breast

Boar’s Head
American
Cheese

Yellow or White

Chabaso
Ciabatta
Bread

16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$299

GlenRock
Deli
Ham

10% Water Added B
TTTTTT
P

Key Food
Muenster
Cheese

$499Sliced To Order

$$$$44444444444444lb.

B
AAAAAA
CC

YeYPotato & Egg
Salad

$199$$$$1111111111111111lb.

8 Piece
Store Made

Jumbo Pack99¢
lb.

Grade A Fresh

Perdue
Chicken
Drumsticks 
or Thighs

YOUR
CHOICE!

5/$10

8.5-10.38 Oz Box
Assorted

Lean Cuisine
Favorites

r
8
A

L
F

Ellio’s
Pizza

r ElElEllilili ’’’’’
10.65-19.64 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

1
(E

B
I

Hershey’s
Chocolate
Syrup

H h
24 Fl Oz Btl

2/$5

4/$5
With Club Card.
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 4. 

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

Bumble Bee
Wild Pink
Salmon

BBBB bbbbll B
14.75 Oz Can
Premium

SaSalmlmonn
2/$555555
With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Oscar Mayer
Bacon
OO M
12-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399

Farm Raised

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon 
Fillet

$999$$$$$$$$
lb.

Wild Caught
Previously Frozen

Cod
Fillet

$799$$$$$$$$
lb.

Farm Raised
Previously Frozeny

Tilapia
Fillet

$399$$$$$$$$
lb.

2 Lb Bag ... 31-40 Count Per Lb 
Easy-PeelEasyEasyEaEa Peell

AquaStar
Raw
White
Shrimp

$1299$299lb.

Chuck
Steaks

USDA Choice Beef
First Cut ... Bone-In

$499lb.

Sirloin
Steaks

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

F

F
S
F

Jennie-O
Ground
Turkey

O
3 Lb Pkg ... Fresh All Natural
85% Lean

$79999999999Family Pack

Hebrew National
Beef
Franks

HH b N t

9.43-12 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$7

Fresh ... Whole
Bone-In ... Pernil

Pork
Shoulder

99¢
lb.

G

P
C
D
o

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

$2999999999999999999999999999Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

$$$$2222222222lb.

CCCCCCC ttttt
Boneless

utt

Fresh

California
Strawberries

3/$5

1 Lb Cont F

Organically Grown
California
Strawberries

3/$10

1 Lb Cont
5-7 Lb Average

Aunt Lily’s
Vegetable
Dip

2/$5

10 Oz Cont
Assorted

Fresh Gourmet
Croutons

3/$5

5 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Bunch

hhh

Cantaloupes

3/$5

SunGold
Kiwis

2/$5

1 Lb Clamshell
5-75 7 Lb Lb Lb Av Ave

2/$5

Mini
Seedless

Watermelons
Navel
Oranges

4/$5

California

Pink Ribbon
Watermelon is A

Sweet Way to
Stay HealthyTM

Naked
Juice

Smoothies

2/$5

N kkkk ddddd

15.2 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: Protein, Acai,

Pomegranate, Chia & Kale BlendsBluewater Farms
Fresh Pressed
Cranberry
Juice

2/$7

56 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted

5/$5

� California
  Iceberg Lettuce
� New Jersey Fresh
  Romaine Lettuce

� �ellow Onions

� Tommy Atkins
  Mangos

� Reichel Dippin Stix

CCCCCCC liliff i
By The Head

 RoRoomam inne  e Lee

���ellllllowow OOOOOOOninio
2 Lb Bag ... US #1

 ����e�e���e��e�eell

TT
Each

gg

RRR ii hhhh lll DiDi ii SSS
2.75 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

MIX &
MATCH!

5-12 Oz Bag ... 50-50 Blend, Arugula,
American, Baby Spinach, Butter Bliss,
Field Greens, Hearts of  Romaine, Italian,
Premium Romaine, Spring Mix or Very Veggie, ppp

Dole
Salad Kits

2/$5 MIX &
MATCH!

Giorgio
Mushrooms

GGGi i

8 Oz Pkg
Whole Baby Button or

Sliced or Whole Baby Bella

3/$5

Fresh
Scallions

3/$2

By The Bunch
Green Onions Dozen Rose

Bouquet

Bun hch

$999

Florist Grade

Bard Valley
Medjool
Dates

$699

BB dd VVV ll

1 Lb Cont
Extra Fancy

o OrOrderdddderderder

2/$4
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. 

Snapple 
Iced
Tea

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted Drinks or

3/$5

3/$5 2/$5

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Gatorade
Sports
Drinks

MIX &
MATCH!

7-13 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Chips Ahoy!
Cookies

8.5-9 Oz Bag
Assorted

9.25-11.5 Oz Bag
Assorted

sAssorrt dedA

999 29 29 25 15 15 15-15-11 51 51 51 51 5 OOOOzOzz BaBaBBB gg999999

Ruf�es 
Potato Chips or

ssAssAssAssAssAsAs ortortttt dededededededeAAAAAAAA

Doritos
Tortilla Chips

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. 

$189

4 Lb Bag
Granulated

Key Food
Sugar

WW

7
A

C
C

Hi-C
Fruit
Drinks

C

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack
Assorted (Excludes: Blasts)

DrDrDrDrDrDrDrininininininininnkskskskskskssssssssssssss
4/$777
With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4. 22 Oz Bag ... Potato or

24 Oz Bag ... 100% Whole Wheat2424 4 44 44  OzOz OzOzOzOOzO BagBagBagBagBagagaggggggggggg ....    . 1. 100%00% Wh W oleee Wh Wh Wheateatt
� Stroehmann
  Dutch Country Bread

MIX &
MATCH!

8.25-11 Oz Box ... Assorted8..2 15 11 O1 z Box .... As A s

� Entenmann’s 
  Little Bites LLiLiLitttttttleelelel  BBitittteseseee
20 Oz Bag ... Regular or Wheat

222222 OOO BBB PPPP ttt ttt

00 OO aagggg ... Regular orrrr WW

� Sara Lee 
  Artesano Bread

W
L

4
G

K
S

tttttt

Entenmann’s
Cookies
EE tt
12 Oz Box
Assorted

$199

W

2
222
��

88

�
  
22

2

�
 

Nutella
Chocolate
Hazelnut
Spread

13 Oz Jar

$399

Bonne Maman
Preserves
BBB
13 Oz Jar
Assorted

$399

    DuDuuutctctt h C
2/$5

3/$12 MIX &
MATCH!

Pepsi or
Mountain Dew
12 Pack

P i

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted 
Lipton, Mug, Crush, Schweppes, 
Hawaiian Punch, Mist Twst,

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

YOUR
CHOICE!

W

Marcal
Bath 
Tissue

24 Double Roll Pack

$699

10 Roll Pack
Mega Choose A Size

12 Roll Pack ... White or
18 Double Roll Pack  
Extra Soft

g

12 R lR ll P kk Whitttt

Scott
Paper Towels or

xtExtExEx rara a ofSofSofSofttt

Bath Tissue

$79999999999999999999999999Final Price

    $9.99
- $2.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

59 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Ades or Punch

Tropicana
Twister

99¢ $1499
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

Corona
12 Pack

3/$9

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Nestle
Pure Life
Water
24 Pack

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

5
A

T
T

Sparkling Ice
Drinks

12-17 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

5/$5

2

N
G
C

McVitie’s
Digestive
Biscuits

M Viti ’’
300 Gram Pkg

2/$5

L

1
A

P
M
M

Koro
Tea
K
20-30 Gram Pkg
Assorted

$199

6

A
C

Vava
Fefferoni

19 Oz Jar

$499

M
G
6

W

Ioniki
Mini
Rolls

I iki
500 Gram Pkg

$499

Eza
Greek
Beer

11.2 Fl Oz Btl

$159

W
L

P
M
1

P

1
L
H

Merve
Drinkable
�ogurt

16 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

$199

1
M

1
1
E

1

SS
P

EEE

BB

Pepsi
6 Pack6 PaPack
3/$9
PPPePepspsiiiii

101.4 Fl Oz Pkg ... 16.9 Oz
Assorted Schweppes, Crush, 
Mtn. Dew, Lipton, Mist Twst or

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

MIX &
MATCH!

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. 

R
S

2
APrego

Pasta
Sauce

24 Oz Jar
Assorted

2/$5

Match Light
Charcoal
M t h LLLLLLLLLLL
11.6 Lb Bag

$799

ea.

e Made

Fried
Chicken

ea....

$799


