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BY BILL PARRY
 
When a federal judge in 

Brooklyn ruled in favor of 
the 5Pointz artists in their 
landmark lawsuit against de-
veloper Jerry Wolkoff in Feb-
ruary and ordered him to pay 
$6.7 million in compensation 
for ordering the whitewash-
ing of the world famous Long 
Island City graffiti mecca in 
November 2013, Judge Fred-
erick Block blamed Wolkoff’s 
“insolence” for the damages 
being so costly. 

Last week, Wolkoff’s mo-
tion to set aside the award and 
order a new trial was rejected 
by Block of the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York, who said he 
was misled by the developer 
on several occasions in his 
courtroom.

In his 89-page decision, 
Block wrote that during a pre-
liminary injunction hearing 
in November 2013, Wolkoff 
filed an affidavit saying he 
would lose $294 million in tax 
credits for condominiums he 
planned to build at the 5Pointz 
site if the old warehouse com-
plex was not demolished by 
December 2013.  But it was re-
vealed that Wolkoff had not ap-
plied for a construction permit 
until four months after he said 

Big $45M project
would remediate 
lead paint issues

TRAFFIC NIGHTMARE

Two-year plan to fi x 7 train

BY MARK HALLUM
 
In two years time, resi-

dents living under the el-
evated track of the No. 7 
train may no longer have 
to worry about lead par-
ticles imperiling their own 
health and the well-being 
of their families.

New York City Tran-
sit President Andy Byford 
announced Tuesday a $45 
million plan to strip the 
elevated trestle of the No. 
7 train down to bare steel, 
make structural repairs 
and remediate the lead is-
sue revealed in early 2017.

The first phase of the 
project will run from 82nd 
Street and Citi Field, ac-
cording to Byford. 

“This is a project that 
we’ve needed to do for some 
time.  It’s not easy because 
we’re talking about elevat-
ed structures that have de-
cades of lead paint on them, 
decades of dust and dirt, 
and this needs to be very 
carefully cleaned off,” By-
ford said, explaining that 
a specialist union contrac-
tor would take responsibil-
ity for the task removing 

Continued on Page 46Continued on Page 46
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Judge upholds 
5Pointz ruling  
in artists’ favor

A dump truck jumped the median on the Long Island Expressway near Kissena Boulevard and 
overturned, blocking the busiest highway in Queens in both directions for more than two hours 
Tuesday afternoon.                    Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The Fortune Society, a 

Long Island City-based non-
profit that has helped for-
merly incarcerated citizens 
reintegrate into the commu-
nity since 1967, has launched 
a new program to prevent 
people released from Rikers 
Island from relapsing into 
substance abuse. 

Fortune’s Connections to 
Care Program has received 
a nearly $500,000 grant from 
the OneCity Health Innova-
tion Fund to implement its 
project, which connects these 
individuals with primary 
health care and holistic sup-
port services in the commu-
nity. The program is focused 
on chronically ill, Medicaid-
eligible adults with opioid 
use disorders.

While incarcerated, par-
ticipants anticipating dis-
charge will receive a physi-
cal, behavioral and social 
health assessment. Upon dis-
charge, they will be offered 
transportation and then be 
directly connected to NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Bellevue 
Hospital Transitions Clinic, 
NYC Health + Hospitals/
Gotham Health sites, and 

other health care providers 
to receive essential health 
care, including medication-
assisted treatment for those 
with opioid use disorder.

“Most of the people on Rik-
ers are medically and socially 
vulnerable,” Fortune Society 
President and CEO JoAnne 
Page said. “Too many have 
undiagnosed and untreated 
mental illness, substance use 
disorders, and HIV/AIDS. 
They have an eight-fold high-
er risk of death from drug-re-
lated causes during the first 
two weeks following release. 
Fortune’s Connections to 
Care program will provide 
these underserved New York-
ers with critically needed 
care -- a safety net that will 
save lives.”

OneCity Health, the NYC 
Health + Hospitals’ perform-
ing Provider System, select-
ed eight community partners 
to receive funding from its 
$5 million Innovation Fund 
to implement programs that 
will reduce avoidable hospi-
talizations, improve commu-
nity health outcomes, and ad-
dress social determinants of 
health, like food literacy. The 
fund is open to all OneCity 
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BY BILL PARRY

When Gelasio Reyes was 
struck and killed by a drunk 
driver at the intersection of 
43rd Avenue and 39th Street 
in Sunnyside in April 2017, it 
set off a chain of events rarely 
seen in the tight-knit neigh-
borhood. Twelve days later, 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) spoke 
at a rally for the 32-year-old 
father of three and a second 
cyclist who was critically 
injured at the same intersec-
tion just days later.

“This is not a Vision Zero 
success story,” Van Bramer 
said at the time. “We’ve had 
one man killed here and 
now another man is fighting 
for his life. We need DOT to 
immediately conduct a seri-
ous, comprehensive study. 
It has to be made safer right 
away. We can’t wait months 
or years.” Standing next to 

Reyes’ widow Flor Jiminez, 
Van Bramer demanded a pro-
tected bike lane be built on 
43rd Street from Queens Bou-
levard to Roosevelt Avenue.

“For me, the most im-
portant duty as an elected 
official is to protect lives. 
Each time someone dies in a 
crash on our streets, it must 
be our duty to respond and 
improve safety,” Van Bram-
er said Tuesday in a state-
ment provided exclusively to 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 
.“After Gelacio Reyes was 
killed, I called for a protect-
ed bike lane on 43rd Avenue. 
I continue to believe a pro-
tected bike lane would make 
this street safer. To be clear, I 
support a protected bike lane 
on 43rd Avenue.”

In November the city De-
partment of Transportation 
unveiled its plans for pro-
tected bike lanes on 43rd Av-
enue and Skillman Avenue 

that would eliminate 158 
parking spaces in the neigh-
borhood. Small business 
owners slammed the plan im-
mediately, saying such park-
ing losses would destroy the 
neighborhoods economy. 

“DOT’s initial commu-
nity outreach, including a 
meeting with PS 11 parents, 
was disastrous, making the 
process even more painful. I 
wanted to have a meaningful 
period of community engage-
ment so all could be heard and 
no could say anything was 
rushed,” Van Bramer said. 
“And we had that process, of-
ten difficult, and sometimes 
ugly. But we had it.”

After a contentious town 
hall meeting, a workshop and 
numerous community board 
meetings that pitted Sunny-
side residents against cyclist 
groups and safe streets advo-
cates, the DOT revised the 

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer called for a protected bike lane of 43rd Avenue after the the tragic death 
of Gelacio Reyes and while he still believes that makes sense, he will not support the DOT’s latest plan that has 
divided his community. Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

Reversal on bike lanes Fortune Society will help 
ex-inmates stay healthy

The Fortune Society in Long Island City receives a grant to help people 
released from Rikers Island get the care they need to avoid a substance 
abuse relapse. Courtesy of The Fortune Society

Continued on Page 46

Van Bramer says DOT plan for Sunnyside lacks support

Continued on Page 46
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Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Woodside Library gets $6.5M for complete renovations 

BY BILL PARRY
 
The Woodside Library will 

be receiving a multimillion-
dollar renovation with fund-
ing allocated by the City Coun-
cil in its recently passed 2019 
budget. The branch, located 
at 54-22 Skillman Ave.,  has 
not undergone any significant 
capital renovation in more 
than 20 years.

“Libraries change lives,” 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“The $6.5 million for a com-
pletely renovated Woodside 
Library is a big deal for the 
children, seniors and every-
day Woodsiders who use this 
essentially important com-
munity resource. Every Wood-
side resident deserves to have 
a modern, state-of-the-art li-
brary. This funding, with the 
help of Congressman Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
and Council Speaker Corey 
Johnson, is a game changer 
for the people who use this ev-
ery day.”

Crowley, who grew up in 
Woodside and still owns a 
home in the neighborhood, 
called the funding an “enor-
mous” investment in the com-

munity.
“Our city’s libraries are vi-

tal to enriching our communi-
ties, but many of our branches 
do not receive the funding 

they need to help our children 
and students grow,” Crowley 
said. “The millions of dollars 
in funding we are announc-
ing today will help ensure the 

Queens library continues to 
instill compassion, wisdom, 
and open-mindedness in our 
children for years to come. 
This is one of the most impor-
tant investments we can make 
for our community.”

The funding is part of the 
nearly $100 million that will 
be allocated to fund libraries 
throughout the city that was 
allocated in the 2019 budget 
and it is the largest allocation 
of funding for a single commu-
nity library in the city in this 
year’s budget.

“Council member Van 
Bramer and Congressman 
Crowley have made an excel-
lent investment not only in 
this branch and our custom-
ers, but in the entire commu-
nity, and we are grateful for 
their continued steadfast sup-
port,” Queens Library Presi-
dent and CEO Dennis Walcott. 
“We look forward to working 
with our government partners 
to deliver an inspiring space 
where the public can learn, 
discover and grow.”

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (l. to r.), U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley and Queens Library President and 
CEO Dennis Walcott announce the Woodside Library will receive a $6.5 million makeover. 

Courtesy of Van Bramer’s office

Van Bramer, Crowley on hand to anounce city funding for much needed face-lift
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FLIP

BY TEQUILA MISNKY

Nearly 100 people, including 
immigration advocates and elected 
officials, gathered at Foley Square 
in Manhattan Monday morning, 
joining a rally called by the Asian 
American Federation and mem-
ber organizations to protest the 
separation of Flushing resident 
Xiu Qing You from his family.

On May 23, You reported to Im-
migration and Custom Enforce-
ment on what he thought would be 
a simple application interview for 
a green card. That day turned into 
his family’s current nightmare 
when his wife, Yu Mei Chen, was 
asked to leave the room and You 
was taken into custody and trans-
ported to a New Jersey facility run 
by ICE,  where he is slated for de-
portation. 

Shortly after his arrival into 
the United States from China 18 
years ago, You applied for asylum 
fearing persecution for his Catho-
lic faith.  It was denied. Since then, 
he married and has two children 
— ages 4 and 6 — all of whom are 
U.S. citizens. There has been a 
deportation order in place since 
2002.

At the rally, Jo-Ann Yoo, of the 
Asian American Federation, not-
ed how You built a life for himself 
in this country, started a business, 
paid taxes and became an employ-
er, contributing to the economy. 

“He now has been sitting in 
detention for almost a month un-
der the stress of deportation,” she 
said. “One of the dads who didn’t 
get a (Father’s Day) call yesterday 
was Mr. You.”

Yoo said that 70 percent of 
Asians are immigrants, and re-
minded the crowd how important 
immigration issues are to the 
community. 

“We are here to fight so Mr. You 
doesn’t become part of this coun-
try’s shameful deportation statis-
tic,” she said. “We demand that 
Mr. You be reunited with his fam-
ily while his attorney completes 
his asylum appeal.” 

You’s lawyer, Yee Ling Poon, 
briefly listed the legal strategies, 
including reopening his asylum 
appeal for fear of persecution and 
trying to get an injunction for 
a stay of deportation in federal 
court. She mentioned the toll of 
splitting up this family and the 
pressure and distress experienced 
by his wife.

You’s wife stood in the front 
row, clutching a photo that re-
minded her of her family in hap-
pier times. The photo also dis-
played a message: “Let our father 
go home!”

Others held signs in support of 
You that read, “Families belong 
together,” “Stop bullying immi-
grants,” “Dividing Families will 
not strengthen America,” “No bor-
ders on stolen land,” and “Abolish 
ICE,” among others.

John Park, of MinKwon — a 
Flushing-based social and eco-
nomic justice organization — 
spoke eloquently and emotionally 
about how this is not just an Asian 
or Latin issue, but a crisis that af-
fects all immigrant communities. 

“Today is all about the family. It 
is like torture on a minute-to-min-
ute basis that your family could be 
torn apart,” he said, addressing Yu 
Mei Chen. “This is not just about 
today, but about keeping the pres-
sure on, supporting the families 
in our community, today, the next 
day, until we fix this, until we get 
this president out.” 

Among elected officials who 
spoke at the rally was Margaret 
Chin (D-Manhattan), the first 
Chinese-American to represent 
Chinatown in the City Council. 
She spoke about her own family’s 
immigration journey to the Unit-
ed States — her undocumented 
father brought the family from 
Hong Kong so they could have a 
better life. 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) issued a statement Monday in 
support of You and his family.

“This case is the latest example 
of how the administration’s cruel 

immigration policies are destroy-
ing lives. Xiuqing You is a hard-
working individual who wants 
nothing more than to better the 
life of his family and have his shot 
at the American dream,” she said. 
“Detaining him as he appeared for 
his scheduled adjustment of status 
interview is unjust, and I will be 
leading a letter to ICE on his be-
half.

“You has no criminal history 
and poses no threat to our city or 
nation. His wife and 4- and 6-year-
old daughters are distraught by his 
absence and will suffer financial 
hardships if they are not reunited 
with him,” she added. “In the wake 
of Father’s Day, I renew my call for 
the administration to stop separat-
ing families. Destroying the lives 
of families and removing parents 
from young children is mean-spir-
ited and wrong. I will be closely 
monitoring You’s case in the days 
ahead.”

Council Speaker Corey John-
son (D-Manhattan)  also released 
a statement Monday demanding 
You’s release from ICE custody. 

“Mr. You is part of a sad and 
frankly un-American trend that 
has seen many people who are just 
trying to make a life in the U.S. 
end up behind bars,” Johnson said. 
“We must fight these un-American 
incarcerations. They hurt not only 
the You family, but all Americans 
who care about decency and jus-
tice. ... I want the You family to 
know that New Yorkers are here 
for you. We will stand together 
so that our voices are heard. Our 
message is simple: Innocent fami-
lies should never be kept apart by 
the U.S. government.”

RALLY FOR YOU
Hundreds gather to support Flushing man seized for deportation

(Left) Xiu Qing You's wife, Yu Mei Chen, pleads to get her husband back. (Right) 
You’s supporters made their message clear during the rally. 

Photos by Tequila Minsky

I M M I G R A T I O N

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

The New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 
in partnership with Catholic Migration Services 
reopened their immigration hotline this month to 
help eligible immigrants receive assistance with 
their naturalization applications, said Annamaria 
Santamaria, program associate of Pro Bono Pro-
grams at NYLPI. 

Interested individuals can call the hotline at 
(212) 225-4400 until July 20 to be screened by a volun-
teer and attend a naturalization clinic where they 
can receive free legal help July 2 at LaGuardia Com-
munity College — located at 31-10 Thomson Ave. in 
Long Island City.

“Typically most of our clients are Brooklyn-
based,” said Chloe Moore, coordinator at Catholic 
Migration Services. “We’re able to help people from 
all over New York City, but we would like to better 
serve our Queens population providing assistance 
at the naturalization clinic at LaGuardia College.” 

In partnership with Catholic Migration Services 
— a not-for-profit that assists immigrants with im-
migration legal services, housing legal services, 
and immigrant workers’ rights legal services — and 
multiple participating law firms, NYLPI has served 
close to 600 clients over the past three years, accord-
ing to Santamaria.

NYLPI is a not-for-profit civil rights law firm 
specializing in the areas of disability rights, access 
to healthcare and environmental justice. It matches 
community organizations and non-profits with pro-
bono attorneys from law firms and corporate legal 
departments across New York City, according to its 
website. 

NYLPI and CMS host four naturalization work-
shops a year. The first workshop this year was held 
in April, Santamaria said. 

“We plan to host a few more workshops before 
the year is over,” said Santamaria. “And we want to 
encourage as many folks as possible to come out for 
the upcoming workshop.” 

According to Moore, the most basic require-
ments include: permanent lawful residents must 
be at least 18 years old with a green card for at least 
five years, paying taxes, and living in the state or 
district where they are applying for at least three 
months. 

At the clinic in July, an attorney will meet with 
the clients one-on-one and assist them with the ap-
plication, which will be sent to the United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, according 
to Santamaria. The attorneys can also help clients 
fill out fee waiver forms and give resources to study 
for the naturalization test. 

New York Public Lawyers 
for Interest to provide 
free legal services to 
immigrants in Queens

The New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, in partnership 
with Catholic Migration Services, will be assisting applicants 
at a naturalization clinic at LaGuardia Community College.
 Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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FLIP

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
A series of free infor-

mational “Know Your 
Rights” workshops and 
confidential legal clinics 
for immigrants were an-
nounced last week and 
scheduled to run from 
June 25 to June 29 in five 
of the most diverse neigh-
borhoods in Queens, de-
livering advice from Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz’s Immigration Task 
Force. 

Katz’s office recom-
mends making an ap-
pointment for the work-
shops and clinics, but 
walk-ins are welcome to 
receive private consulta-
tion from immigration 
lawyers, experts, and 
advocates on the rights 
of immigrants under the 
law, too. 

“Our country’s in-
creasingly dehuman-
izing immigration laws 
and procedures are tear-
ing families apart, even 
in a sanctuary city like 
New York,” Katz said. “ 
Broad raids and sweeps 

of immigration enforce-
ment, even of those with-
out a criminal record, 
have successfully spread 
fear and imposed a chill-
ing effect on everyday 
activities and responsi-
bilities.”

The weeklong series, 
which is the first of its 
kind, is scheduled to take 
place in Jackson Heights 
(June 25), Jamaica (June 
26), Flushing (June 27), 
Elmhurst (June 28) and 
Sunnyside (June 29), ac-
cording to Katz’s office. 

“In partnership with 
a host of organizations 
and colleagues in lo-
cal government, we are 
pleased to hold the first 
— but certainly not the 
last — Know Your Rights 
Week for Immigrants, 
designed to connect our 
various communities to 
committed legal experts, 
advocates and other re-
sources,” Katz said. 

The Legal Aid Soci-
ety will be at the Jack-
son Heights Library 
— located at 35-51 81 St. 
— and will have services 

on-site interpreting in-
formation for individu-
als facing deportation 
proceedings in English, 
French, Spanish and 
more languages from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m., according 
to the Know Your Rights 
Community Calendar. 

“In these times, it’s 
crucial that immigrant 
New Yorkers have easy 
access to comprehensive 
legal services to seek a 
broad range of relief,” 
said Leena Khandwala, 
an immigration attorney 
at The Legal Aid Society.

The second event will 
be at Queens Legal Ser-
vices — located at 89-00 
Sutphin Blvd. in Jamai-
ca — from 9:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and will include a 
clinic on naturalization 
issues in English, Ko-
rean, Spanish and other 
languages, according to 
the calendar. 

The MinKwon Center 
for Community Action 
— located on the third 
floor at 136-19 41 Ave. in 
Flushing — will cover 
topics June 27 related to 

the federal Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arriv-
als program from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Information will 
be in English, Chinese 
(Mandarin), Japanese, 
Korean and Spanish. 

The centerpiece of the 
weeklong event will be 
held June 28 at Queens 
Center Mall — located 
at 90-15 Queens Blvd. in 
Elmhurst — and will 
feature 30 organizations 
with resources in Eng-
lish, Bengali, Chinese 
(Mandarin), Croatian, 
Korean, Russian, Span-
ish, and Tagalog on the 
second floor of the Macy’s 
 store from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
and on the third floor of 

the store from 4 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m.  It will connect 
individuals to legal ex-
perts, non-profits, govern-
ment agencies, and local 
businesses that serve the 
immigrant community. 

This resource fair will 
also include issues relat-
ed to housing and employ-
ment for immigrants, ac-
cording to Katz’s office. 

The last event will be 
held by Catholic Migra-
tion Services June 29 in 
Room 203 at 47-01 Queens 
Blvd. in Sunnyside and 
will include one-on-one 
sessions for those facing 
deportation or seeking 
asylum in English and 
other languages, accord-

ing to the calendar. 
City Councilman 

Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) is one of 
the many elected offi-
cials throughout Queens 
who is supportive of the 
weeklong event. 

“Katz’s Know Your 
Rights workshops will 
empower immigrant 
families,” Dromm said. 
“My district is home to 
one of the largest and 
most diverse immigrant 
communities in the state.  
I am pleased that the bor-
ough president is making 
every effort to protect our 
immigrants from harass-
ment, discrimination and 
violence.” 

KATZ INTRODUCES WORKSHOP IN BORO 
TO LET IMMIGRANTS KNOW THEIR RIGHTS

BY MELINDA KATZ

President Trump’s immi-
gration policy is dehuman-
izing individuals, ripping 
children from the arms of 
their parents and tearing 
families apart.

It makes this otherwise-
proud American deeply em-
barrassed of my home coun-
try. The future history of the 
United States will be unkind 
to this national shame and 
humanitarian crisis.

We are better than this. 
We must be better than this.

I could talk about the 
poem on the Statue of Liber-
ty: “Give me your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free, 
the wretched refuse of your 
teeming shore.” I could cite 
that sacred document called 
the Constitution that lays 

out basic due process needs 
by which a government must 
abide. I could also reference 
the Four Freedoms that 
President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt espoused and is 
memorialized in the State of 
New York by the great Park 
on Roosevelt Island.

As an attorney by trade, 
a former professor of Con-
stitutional Law, and as the 
president of the Borough of 
Queens, where 48 percent 
of our 2.3 million residents 
were born outside the United 
States, I hold all these prin-
ciples to be “self-evident.”

Today, however, all of it 
– including the character of 
our nation – is being tested.

As a mother, as an Ameri-
can, and as a woman of faith, 
our nation’s broken immigra-
tion laws and policies shake 
me to my core. It keeps me up 

at night to imagine having 
my 7-year-old urgently mem-
orize a phone number, know-
ing that once he is ripped 
away from my arms indefi-
nitely into the unknown, his 
ability to remember those 
precious 10 digits will be the 
only lifeline to connect to 
any family. It wrenches my 
heart to imagine the horror 
of my child locked up behind 
a chain-linked cage, and not 
having any way to contact or 
track him, much less know 
where or how he is.

Even in a Sanctuary City 
like New York, broad raids 
and sweeps of immigration 

enforcement – even of those 
without a criminal record 
– have successfully spread 
fear and imposed a chilling 
effect on everyday activities 
and responsibilities.

This is an issue that tran-
scends any debate about 
immigration or borders. 
Such cruelty betrays the 
American narrative. It is a 
barbaric, xenophobic immi-
gration policy unfitting of 
the greatest and most power-
ful nation in the world. Set 
forth by President Trump, 
this government-sanctioned 
nightmare is wreaking ter-
ror upon millions of fami-

lies, including American 
citizens.

To separate families like 
this challenges and compro-
mises our humanity. With 
one action by the president, 
this horrifying reality can 
come to a halt. We must not 
and will not rest until then.

In the meantime, Queens 
will continue to do every-
thing possible to help coun-
teract the hostility of the 
current political climate. 

We are a nation of immi-
grants, and Queens is about 
all of our families’ futures. 
Next week, I am hosting a 
“Know Your Rights Week” 
for immigrants in partner-
ship with a host of organi-
zations and colleagues in 
local government. The legal 
advice is free and confiden-
tial, available at five events 
across five neighborhoods 
between June 25-29 designed 
to connect our various com-
munities to committed legal 
experts, advocates and other 
resources. Queens has your 
back.

QUEENS ABHORS SHAME
OF FAMILY SEPARATIONS

Borough President Melinda Katz has launched a "Know Your Rights Week" campaign to help 
immigrants learn their rights under the law. Photo by Michael Shain

Q U E E N S  S T A N D S  U P 

Queens will continue to 

do everything possible 

to help counteract the 

hostility of the current 

political climate

Melinda Katz
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Grand
Opening

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The East Elmhurst Library, 

which is undergoing an expansion, 
closed its doors Saturday for the 
second phase of construction of the 
$8.9 million project, which is ex-
pected to be completed this fall, ac-
cording to a library spokeswoman.

The single-story brick library 
was built in 1972 and was last reno-
vated in 2009, according to repre-
sentatives of the branch. 

Since then, the community in 
East Elmhurst has grown, and the 
library — located at 95-06 Astoria 
Blvd. — has approximately 83,000 
customers a year.

“The branch required more space 
to accommodate the needs of this 
growing community,” said spokes-
woman Ewa Kern-Jedrychowska. 

Funds for the project were put up 
by the Queens Library System and 
former City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Ferreras-Copeland (D-Jackson 
Heights) as far back as 2009. 

“Queens Library is a crucial 
resource for seniors, students, im-
migrants and families in my dis-
trict,” said Ferreras-Copeland in 
2016. “We not only use the space for 
its collections, but also as a place to 
bond with our children, learn new 
languages and immerse in cultural 
programming.”

The bid process for the expan-
sion did not start until 2015 and the 
groundbreaking was not held until 
2016. The first phase of construc-
tion was completed in 2017.

The library was 5,200 square feet 
and was expanded to 9,700 square 
feet during the first phase, accord-
ing to Kern-Jedrychowska.

The second phase of construc-
tion will include upgrades to the 

older building and a connection to 
the newer part of the library, which 
will include new space for a state-
of-the-art community room for 120 
people, a computer center for teens 
and adults, and a quiet study room.

The construction project will be 
sustainable and include solar con-
trols and a natural air ventilation 
systems in the quiet area’s skylight 
and another one in the community 
room. Once the project is done, the 
library will receive a LEED silver 
rating, which will certify it as a 
green building.  

“Queens Library prides itself on 
being a supporter of green initia-
tives,” said Kern-Jedrychowska. 
“When new library buildings are 
being designed, it is our, and the 
city’s priority to limit the environ-
mental impact.”

Future author talks, civic meet-
ings, and performances will be held 
at the library’s community room. 
The teen space will have five com-
puters, while the adult space will 
have 10, as well as several meeting 
tables. The study room will feature 
space for six seats and electrical 
outlets at each for personal laptop 
usage, according to the spokes-
man. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

East Elmhurst Library 
closes for renovations

A rendering of the East Elmhurst Library. 
Courtesy of Queens Library

The East Elmhurst Library is in its second phase of construction and scheduled to reopen 
this fall.   Photo by Bill Parry
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Suraj Patel, an attorney 

and professor, is challeng-
ing 25-year incumbent U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) in Tuesday’s Dem-
ocratic primary and hopes 
to protect immigrants from 
the policies of the Trump 
administration and uplift 
the science community to 
take on climate change.

Maloney is currently 
running on her record 
of bringing $10 billion in 
federal funds to her dis-
trict, spanning the east 
side of Manhattan, west-
ern Queens and parts of 
Brooklyn, that went toward 
the construction of the 2nd 
Avenue Subway and the 
Kosciuszko Bridge linking 
Long Island City to Green-
point.

But Patel is also tackling 

issues of more localized in-
terest in the district, such 
as problems experienced by 
those in NYCHA’s Queens-
bridge housing involving 
mold and lead, which came 
up at a town hall June 18 in 
Long Island City.

“Not a single member of 
Congress from the city of 
New York sits on the hous-
ing, transportation and in-
frastructure committee,” 
Patel said. “You choose 
your committees when you 
go to Congress, and none 
of them, including Carolyn 
Maloney, who has the larg-
est public housing project 
in the country, has decided 
to prioritize fighting for 
that housing.”

NYCHA has seen a $3 
billion cut in its operating 
budget from the federal 
government since 2001, ac-

Suraj Patel pushes
for Maloney’s seat

Meeks faces two opponents
in Democratic election
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 

(D-Jamaica) is facing two 
very different challengers in 
the June 26 Democratic Pri-
mary for the 5th Congressio-
nal District, which comprises 
parts of both of Queens and 
Nassau County. 

Meeks is a 20-year incum-
bent in the district, where 
he is up against technologist 
Mizan Choudhury and Carl 
Achille, a detective and Iraqi 
war veteran.

His top campaign goals 
are to fight for health care, 
push through reforms for 
gun control and tackle immi-
gration in the Trump era. 

“I work seven days a 
week, from morning to night, 
to fight for my constituency 
in the 5th Congressional 
District,” said Meeks, who 

represents a wide swath of 
southeast Queens, including 
St. Albans, South Ozone Park 
and Rosesdale up to Jamaica 
Estates.

Meeks wants to save pro-
tections that were provided 

in the Afford-
able Care Act, 
which prohib-
ited insurers 
from denying 
coverage to 
people with 
p r e - e x i s t i n g 
conditions, as-
sured mater-
nity and new-
born care and 
guarded policy 
holders from 
being dropped 

by their providers when they 
were sick. 

“To the detriment of 
Americans benefitting from 

the Affordable Care Act’s 
protections, the GOP and this 
administration have prac-
ticed sabotage and repeal,” 
said Meeks. “We cannot go 
backwards.  We shouldn’t re-
turn to a time when needing 
medical help too often left 
families bankrupt.”

With the prevalence of 
shootings at schools in Amer-
ica, Meeks wants to tighten 
federal laws on guns. 

“My priorities are clos-
ing the gun show loophole 
and implementing universal 
background checks, rein-
stating the Federal Assault 
Weapons Ban, and stopping 
the flow of guns into New 
York from less restrictive 
states,” said Meeks. “It is my 
hope that with a Democratic 
Congress, we will be able to 
finally push through these 

BY BILL PARRY
 
When U.S. Rep. Joseph 

Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
faces challenger Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez in Tuesday’s 
congressional primary, it will 
be a match of old school vs. new 
school. Crowley, 56, represents 
New York’s 14th Congressional 
District and holds the fourth-
highest ranking position in the 
House Democratic leadership. 
Ocasio-Cortez is an insurgent 
progressive from the Bronx, a 
28-year-old who organized for 
U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders  (Ind.-
Vt.) during his failed bid for 
the presidency in 2016.

The difference between the 
two was clear during their one 
and only debate last Friday on 
NY1. Crowley, who is being 
opposed in a primary for the 
first time in 14 years, came 
under attack for leading the 
Queens County Democratic 
Party while holding office.

“I just think it’s completely 
inappropriate to be chairman 
of a local Democratic party,” 
Ocasio-Cortez said. “Imagine 
if Hillary Clinton or Bernie 
Sanders was the head of the 

national (Democratic Party) 
while responsible for their 
own endorsements and the en-
dorsement of others.”

Crowley was unapologetic, 
saying during his time as head 
of the Queens Democrats he 
had helped many candidates of 
color get elected, ensuring the 
district’s and city’s leaders rep-
resent their constituencies.

“I am very proud of my re-
cord of electing progressive 
Democrats in Queens County 
whether it’s in the judiciary 
or elected office,” he said. 
“Virtually every person in 
Queens County is a Demo-
crat, in no small part because 
of my efforts.”

Crowley said he helped 
elect U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 

(D-Flushing), the first Asian-
American sent to the House of 
Representatives from the East 
Coast and that he supported 
Francisco Moya when he be-
came the first Ecuadorian-
American elected to state of-
fice in the Assembly. Moya is 
now in the City Council.

“But I also take it on the 
road nationally helping Demo-

crats win, because I think it is 
critical — facing what we are 
today with this president — 
that we win back the House of 
Representatives at all costs,” 
Crowley said. “We have to 
win, because if we don’t, se-
rious damage will be done to 
our democracy.”

Ocasio-Cortez said she has 
rejected all corporate money 
and is the only candidate in the 
race who supports “improved 
and expanded Medicare for 
all, a federal jobs guarantee, 
tuition-free public college and 
the abolition of ICE.”

Crowley explained that 
abolishing ICE would not solve 
the problem of taking the pow-
er out of the hands of Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions or Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

“We know it’s about mak-
ing change in Washington,” he 
said. “It’s about Democrats tak-
ing control of the House of Rep-
resentatives. That is what I’m 
going to do this November.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Challenger Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez debates U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley ahead of their Democratic primary 
battle for New York’s 14th Congressional District. Courtesy of NY1

MIZAN 
CHOUDHURY 

Crowley has fi rst primary challenge in 14 years

CARL ACHILLE

Continued on Page 44 Continued on Page 44
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 � Defender of Obamacare

 � Co-sponsor of Medicare for All Act

 � Champion for increased funding for 
Head Start and Pell Grants

 � Advocate for immigrant rights

 � Co-sponsor of the DREAM Act

Fighting for us in Congress

Paid for and authorized by Crowley for Congress

 JoeCrowleyNY/         

 @JoeCrowleyNY         

 CrowleyForCongress.com

Follow Joe Crowley:

VOTE
TUESDAY,
JUNE 26TH

PRIMARY ELECTION!  VOTE TUESDAY, JUNE 26!
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

POLICE 

Blotter
BY BILL PARRY

 
An Astoria man has been sen-

tenced to 25 years to life in prison 
Monday for the murder of his friend, 
who moved from Italy to Astoria 
only to be conned by the defendant 
and then shot and killed in Astoria 
Park in January 2015, according to 
Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

Alexander Bonich, 52, of 42nd 
Street, was found guilty of shooting 
42-year-old William Klinger as they 
walked in Astoria Park near 19th 
Street on a Saturday afternoon. A 
jury needed just two hours to delib-
erate the case before finding Bonich 
guilty of second-degree murder, crim-
inal possession of a weapon and tam-
pering with evidence. Supreme Court 
Justice Kenneth Holder, who presided 
at the trial, sentenced the defendant 
to 25 years to life in prison.

“The shooter and the victim were 
friends, but that did not stop the 
defendant from first scamming the 
man out of tens of thousands of dol-
lars and then viciously shooting him 
in the back,” Brown said. “This was 
a horrible crime committed in broad 
daylight in one of Queens’ most pop-
ular parks. A jury found the defen-
dant guilty and the court has now 
sentenced him to spend the rest of 
his days locked behind bars as pun-
ishment for this senseless killing.”

According to testimony in the 
five-week-long jury trial, Bonich 
and Klinger first met years before 
in Croatia and maintained a friend-
ship over the years.

The victim was a historian who 
told Bonich that he wanted to move 
to the United States. Bonich offered 
to help and told Klinger he had found 
a job for him at Hunter College and 
sold him an Astoria apartment for 
$85,000. But it was all a lie. There 
was no job waiting for Klinger and 
the apartment he had bought was 
actually rented by the defendant’s 
elderly mother. On Jan. 31, 2015, the 
two men walked into Astoria Park 
and began to argue.

The victim walked away from 

Bonich, who ordered him to stop, 
and when Klinger ignored Bonich, 
the defendant shot him in the back of 
the head with an antique revolver.

The victim fell to the ground and 
Bonich shot him again and got rid 
of the weapon by throwing it in the 
East River, according to the trial 
testimony. 

Klinger, an expert on the late 
Yugoslavian dictator Josip Tito and 
a resident of Italy, was found lying 
down by two parkgoers with a bul-
let wound in the head and one in the 
neck, according to the NYPD. He was 
rushed to Elmhurst Hospital Center, 
where he was pronounced dead.

“The defendant in this case spun 
a web of lies -- claiming that the vic-
tim had set out to kill him and that 
shooting the man in the back was 
self-defense,” Brown said. “The jury, 
however, weighed all the evidence 
and found the defendant guilty as 
charged after just two hours of delib-
erations. The victim of this violent 
shooting had trusted the defendant 
and reached out to him for help in 
starting a new life in New York City. 
Sadly, the defendant betrayed that 
trust and brutally shot and killed 
the man.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

WILLIAM KLINGER

Astoria man sentenced in 2015 park shooting

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  J U N E  2 3 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng
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Join the Bayside Business Association at 

Belmont Park’s
Top of the Stretch!

Wednesday, June 27th
Belmont Race Track
Top of the Stretch

12:00 noon to 5:00 pm

BUFFET LUNCH, BEER & WINE
RAFFLES & RACES ALL DAY

$60 per Person
$400 a Table for 8

$250 to Be a Race Sponsor

                 
To sign up for this fun-filled 

Day at the Races, visit: 
www.eventbrite.com/e/day-at-the-races

To learn more please contact:
Tommy DiMisa at tdimisa@vgdny.com 

or 516-492-4928

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

In a longstanding tradition for 
over 100 years at PS 79 Francis Lewis 
in Whitestone, students dressed in 
red, white and blue observed “Flag 
Day” June 14 with a patriotic perfor-
mance followed by a flag planting in 
the yard. 

Flag Day is celebrated nationwide 
commemorating the adoption of the 
U.S. flag, also known as “Old Glory,” 
on June 14, 1777 by the Second Con-
tinental Congress, according to the 
American Enterprise Institute. In ob-
servance of Flag Day, approximately 
1,200 students from pre-K through 
fifth grade come together every year 
displaying patriotism in the school-
yard with parents, teachers, and fac-
ulty members in attendance. 

“It’s a celebration for our chil-
dren where they can see that despite 
all of our differences...when they 
look around at our community and 
population, we have very different 
cultures and ethnicities,” said Prin-
cipal George Carter. “It’s something 
we could all come together around 
and celebrate our flag, and be proud 
of who we are, where we are, and how 
we come together as a people.” 

Laura Jean Ballon, a former vet-
eran who served in the armed forces 
and reserves from 1983-1996 and a 
fifth-grade teacher at PS 79 for 26 
years, organized the event with a per-
formance from the 54-member student 
drill team marching in cadence with 
the American Flag, commemorating 

the men and women who served in the 
U.S. armed forces. 

“Flag Day is a very special day and 
it’s in my heart because I served in 
the military back in the ‘80s,” Ballon 
said. “This is my 14th year celebrat-
ing Flag Day with the drill team. The 
children have worked very hard from 
7 to 8 a.m. four days a week for the 
past month.” 

Children sang patriotic songs such 
as “This is My Land,” “Yankee Doodle,”  
and “I’m Proud to Be an American.” 

Sarah Kaplan, 19, of Long Island 
City, sang the national anthem, 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” and 
“Journey From the Past” from the 
musical “Anastasia.” 

“With all of the drama going on 
in our country right now, it’s nice 
for us to come together and represent 
love and show our love for the land 
we all share,” said Kaplan. “It’s my 
third year singing at the celebration, 
I’m thankful for our country being 
the land of the free and home of the 
brave.” 

Looking in from the sidewalk, Ana 
Chevalier, 43, said it was her fourth 
year coming to the celebration. 

“They worked so hard and it’s im-
portant for the children to feel proud 
of the country and people who fought 
for them, their freedom and to be 
brave,” Chevalier said. “It’s a very 
beautiful celebration.” 

Reach reporter Carlotta Mohamed 
by e-mail at cmohamed@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4526.

PS 79 Francis Lewis 
shows its patriotism

The PS 79 Francis Lewis drill team performs at the school’s annual Flag Day celebration. 
Photo by Carlotta Mohamed
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1-917-246-2888.
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WIN TICKETS 

FOR YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN

www.cnglocal.com/angels

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional

IT’S MORE 
THAN A  
TEXT

IT’S MORE 
THAN A
CALL

It’s a way to keep you and your community safe.
If you smell gas, leave the area immediately 
and call 911 or 1-800-75-CONED (26633). 
Learn more about gas safety at  
coned.com/gassafety

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Audrey Hebling, an 82-year-old 

resident of Bellerose Manor, was the 
victim of a fatal one-alarm fire Mon-
day within the confines of the 105th 
Precinct.

Police received a call about the fire 
at 6:31 p.m. and upon arrival encoun-
tered firefighters at Hebling’s private 
residence at 87th Avenue near 252 
Street attending to the unconscious 
and unresponsive elderly woman in 
the kitchen of her home, according to 
authorities.

A total 0f 60 FDNY and EMS person-
nel were at the scene and it took 12 fire 
units to put out the fire, authorities 
said.

The fire was confined to the first 
floor of Hebling’s home and once it was 
contained fire marshals determined 
that it was an accidental blaze caused 

by an electric extension cord. 
It was also determined that no fire 

alarm was present in the home, ac-
cording to the FDNY.

Earlier in the day the FDNY had 
posted safety tips on Twitter by re-
minding citizens to have both a com-
bination smoke and carbon monox-
ide alarm installed where they sleep 
and on every level of their home, in-
cluding basements. They also tweet-
ed a YouTube video to plug air con-
ditioners into wall outlets instead 
of extension cords and surge protec-
tors. The tweet also mentioned that 
large appliance should also be in 
wall outlets, too. 

The medical examiner is investigat-
ing the precise cause of death.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Elderly woman killed 
in Bellerose Manor fi re

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

Residential
&

Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AROUND CALL NOW

1-800-BUY-FENCE

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

*Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is 
extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394
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This is  
what 

winning 
$1.9 million 

in City 
contracts 
looks like.

Dunyo Awoonor
President & CEO

Skyline Industries

If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how the Department 
of Small Business Services can help you make NYC your next customer.  

nyc.gov/getcertifiedCall 311 or visit

Gregg Bishop
Commissioner

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

1. Promotion begins on 06/12/18 and expires on 07/21/18. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective 
as of June 12, 2018. Popular, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to change or terminate this offer at 
any time. This offer is available in all Popular branches and via our website www.PopularBank.com. To 
qualify for the promotional APY, new or existing customers must open a 21-month CD with a required 
minimum balance and opening deposit of $1,000 in new money. New money is defined as deposits not 
previously held with Popular. APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A 
penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Promotional 
APY is valid on the initial 21-month term. Automatically renews with the same term and rate applicable 
at the time of renewal. Copyright © 2018 Popular Bank. Member FDIC.

 

Go ahead, give your 
savings a raise.   
 

2.40%
APY1

21-month CD

Upgrade and lock in your rate today.  
Open your account: PopularBank.com/savings
or visit your closest branch. 

For a limited time only
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

Kim calls for driver’s license reciprocity with Taiwan 
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
State Assemblyman Ron 

Kim (D-Flushing) introduced 
a resolution proclaiming June 
13 as Taiwan Heritage Day in 
New York, and acknowledged 
the importance of institut-
ing a reciprocating driver’s 
license program between Tai-
wan and New York state. 

The celebration, held in 
the capitol’s Legislative Of-
fice Building — with hosts 
state Assemblywoman Yuh-
Line Niou (D-Manhattan) and 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) — commemorated 
the diplomatic and cultural 
relationship between the New 
York state and Taiwan, and 
created an opportunity for 
the attendees to share and 
learn about Taiwan’s culture 
and traditions. The lawmak-
ers were joined by the Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Office 
of New York, as well as key 
Taiwanese American leaders 
from across the state. 

“We are pleased to join 
our colleagues in introduc-
ing this Assembly resolu-
tion commemorating Taiwan 

Heritage Day and celebrating 
the many years of friendship 
between the state of New York 
and Taiwan,” Kim said. “It is 
difficult to overstate the im-
portance of our longstanding 

partnership, and we must con-
tinue to take the steps needed 
to support the bonds between 
our two communities.”

More than a dozen other 
states have signed an agree-

ment with Taiwan for recip-
rocal driver’s licenses, Kim 
said. 

According to the Ameri-
can Institute in Taiwan, 
an international driving li-

cense is required to drive 
in Taiwan, which the people 
can apply for in their home 
country. People from coun-
tries with reciprocal agree-
ments with Taiwan can use 
their driving license for up 
to 30 days. Those who wish 
to stay longer than 30 days 
and continue to drive need 
to complete an International 
Driving License Permit Ap-
plication for their individual 
country. 

So far, 21 states have ad-
opted reciprocal driver’s 
license agreements with 
Taiwan, including Virginia, 
Kentucky, Maryland, Ar-
kansas, Delaware, Florida, 
Idaho, Mississippi, Oklaho-
ma, South Carolina, Texas, 
Washington, West Virginia, 
Oregon, Arizona, Alabama, 
Pennsylvania, Massachu-
setts, Nevada, Tennessee 
and Colorado, according to 
the American Institute in 
Taiwan. 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

Assemblyman Ron Kim (c.) joins lawmakers and Taiwanese leaders from across the state at the 2018 Taiwan 
Heritage Day Celebration.               Courtesy of Kim’s office 
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The Harlem of the early 
1900s was jumpin’ with jazz 
clubs, speakeasies, and the fa-
mous Cotton Club. 

It introduced us to musi-
cians like composer and pia-
nist Duke Ellington, who be-
came the bandleader of a jazz 
orchestra. It was, and still is, 
home to the famous Apollo 
Theater, where so many sing-
ers and comedians got their 
start. People would come to 
Harlem to listen to the sounds 
and socialize — and they 
would dress to impress. This 
exciting and energizing part of 
New York history was known 
as the Harlem Renaissance. 

It’s no secret that Harlem 
has been experiencing a sec-
ond renaissance for a while 
now, with lots of new restau-
rants and retail stores open-
ing in the area. P.C. Richard & 
Son is proud to join the neigh-
borhood, contributing to this 
revitalization. It opened its 
newest store at 125th Street 
on June 1.

Missed the June 1 open-
ing? Don’t worry, Gregg Rich-
ard, President and C.E.O. 
of P.C. Richard & Son, says 
grand opening celebrations 
will be ongoing for months. 
Now is the time to buy what-
ever you need — air condi-
tioners, washers, dryers, 
ovens, mattresses, bedding, 
computers, printers, mobile 
phone accessories, and lots 
more. While every P.C. Rich-
ard store will be joining the 
celebration, there will be 
some special promotions spe-
cific to this new location.

The construction of the 
store has been in the works 
for more than a year. 

“We saw there was a void 
in the area,” says Richard. 
“Customers were asking for 
us to come to Harlem, and we 
wanted to make it convenient 
for them.” As a result, the 
company decided to build its 
fourth Manhattan store. 

P.C. Richard has a total 
of 66 stores, of which 21 are 
located throughout the bor-
oughs. There are 17 in New 
Jersey, seven in Connecti-
cut, and there’s one store in 
Northeast Philadelphia. The 
rest are located throughout 
the New York area. The very 
first store opened in Benson-

hurst, about 108 years ago. 
That’s when Peter Christian 
(P.C.) Richard — Gregg Rich-
ard’s great-grandfather — an 
immigrant from Holland, 
decided to open a hardware 
store. 

It has been a family-owned 
and operated business since 
then, making Gregg Richard 

the company’s fourth-genera-
tion top executive.  This long 
history will continue as Rich-
ard’s son, Scott, currently 
works in the business, secur-
ing its reputation as an estab-
lishment that has lasted for 
five generations, and contin-
ues to thrive. There are few, if 
any, companies that can say 

the same.
On any given day, Richard 

estimates that the company 
knocks on about 5,000 doors. 
This takes into account its 
home deliveries, installation, 
and repair services.  

“We have 150 technicians,” 
says Richard. “We fix over 
1,000 appliances a day.” 

The company does its own 
installations and its own de-
liveries because when you 
buy from P.C. Richard, it 
wants to make sure custom-
ers are happy. It’s not about 
one sale. It’s about service 
before, during, and after that 
sale. It’s why people continue 
to shop here each time they 
need something for their 
homes. Such dependability 
is surely a reason to be loyal, 
but P.C. Richard manages to 
do all this, and it offers the 
very best prices. 

“If you see something be-
ing sold for less, we match 
that price, no questions 
asked,” says Richard.

The importance of estab-
lishing a loyal base was the 
concept of Richard’s grand-
father, known as A.J. (Alfred 
J.).  

“He was a true entrepre-
neur,” says Richard. 

A.J. would assist around 
his father’s shop from the 
time he was 6 years old. It 
was he who would eventually 
expand the hardware store 
inventory to include electric 
irons, toasters, ranges, wash-
ers, refrigerators, and radios. 
Then, when he learned how to 
repair radios, he offered that 
service to clients, too. 

In 1943, A.J. placed a 10-
inch GE television in the win-
dow of the Ozone Park show-
room so the neighborhood 
could watch the Friday night 
fights that were broadcast 
from Madison Square Gar-
den. He believed customer 
satisfaction was essential to 
success. This remains the 
company’s philosophy.  

P.C. Richard & Son offers 
conveniences such as next 
day deliveries, and its own 
credit card. The sales staff is 
knowledgeable, and service is 
fantastic. 

“Our customers have high 
expectations,” says Richard. 
“We want to exceed those ex-
pectations. We want them to 
enjoy what they buy.” 

P.C. Richard & Son [309 W. 
125th St. between Frederick 
Douglass Boulevard and St. 
Nicholas Avenue in Harlem, 
(646) 556–8049, www.PCRich-
ard.com]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–9:30 
pm; Saturdays, 9 am–9 pm; 
and Sundays, 10 am–7 pm.

B U S IN E S S  S P O T L I G H T

Hot spot: P.C. Richard & Son among businesses
joining the community in rapidly changing Harlem
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NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Far Rock writer helps families cope with illnesses
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Tori Dajuan is a Far 

Rockaway author who self-
published the book “You Are 
Not Alone,” which is about 
being a caregiver for her 
mother who lost her second 
battle with breast cancer 
last year. 

“I wrote the book to give 
strength to people and say 
it is important to be there 
for loved ones who are going 
through battles like that,” 
said Dajuan, who frequnted 
the Monter Cancer Center 
just over the Queens border 
in New Hyde Park during 
her mother’s fight with the 
disease. “When I used to go 
to the cancer center, there 
were people there who were 
alone.”

After her mother was di-
agnosed with breast cancer 
again in 2013, Dajuan’s ca-
reer as a hair stylist took a 
backseat as she focused on 
being a stay-at-home mom 
to her 17-year-old daughter/
rapper Tyrema Mosley, ho-
meschooling her son Tyriq 
Mosley, 10, and bringing her 

mother back and forth to 
doctor’s appointments. 

“After she got sick again 
I didn’t enjoy doing it any-
more,” said Dajuan about 
being a hairstylist. “I also 
didn’t have much time for 
it.”

Months after losing her 
mother, Dajuan was in-
spired by the Michael Jack-
son hit song of the same title 
and started to write a book 
in February 2018 about her 
experience in order to help 
people who find themselves 
taking care of a loved one. 

“It was around my birth-
day – Feb. 9 – and the Michael 
Jackson song “You Are Not 
Alone” popped into my head 
and I immediately thought 
of my mom and decided I 
was going to write a book, 
so I wrote that down on my 
vision board and I started 
writing the book Feb. 12.”

Dajuan finished writ-
ing the book in early April 
and then uploaded it to Cre-
ateSpace, a self-publishing 
and free distribution website 
for books, CDs and DVDs. 

On CreateSpace, Dajuan 

spent days proofreading, ed-
iting, creating a cover, going 
over font size and looking at 
proofs of the book that she 
worked on by herself. On 
April 19, the book was self-
published on Amazon, just 
months before the one-month 
anniversary of her mother’s 
Aug. 28, 2017 death. 

“I didn’t want to go to a 
company with my book, be-
cause I didn’t want anybody 
to change the direction I was 
going... so I had to do a lot of 
research to find out how to 
get it out there like places 
like Amazon,” said Dajuan. 

Dajuan wants to use some 
of the royalties from her 
books to give back directly 
to cancer patients who don’t 
have anyone to take care of 
them and who are struggling 
with expenses not covered 
by their insurance. 

She wants to allocate her 
royalties toward creating 
funds for co-pays, health 
foods and travel for cancer 
patients. 

“I am personally donating 
to cancer patients,” said Da-

Tori Dajuan, the author of “You Are Not Alone,” recalls her story of being 
a caretaker for her cancer-stricken mother as a way of offering hope to 
others with sick loved ones. Continued on Page 44
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119 -17 UNION TURNPIKE • FOREST HILLS, NY  11375  •  718.268.4667  
WWW.KEWFOREST.ORG

Our Graduates  
have been accepted to many 
top colleges and universities  
over the last two years, 
including:

Allegheny College

Binghamton University

Boston College

Boston University

Cornell University

DePaul University

Fordham University

George Washington University

Guilford College

Hampshire College

Howard University

Ithaca College

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

New York University

Northeastern University

Northwestern University

Smith College

Spelman College

Syracuse University

Temple University

The New School

University of California–Riverside

University of Wisconsin–Madison

Vassar College

Wesleyan University

Wheaton College

Congratulations Class of 2018!
Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School is the oldest independent, 

co-ed, college preparatory school in Queens for students in Preschool 

through 12th Grade. With 250+ students, we are small by design, inclusive, 

and globally representative, with students representing 60 nationalities 

on campus and 20 languages spoken at home. Our School provides a 

safe, nurturing, and intellectually vigorous environment. We wish the 

Class of 2018 all the best in their future endeavors.
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The Southeast Queens Sewer Proj-

ect, a $1.9 billion effort to reduce flood-
ing and upgrade sewers and water 
mains while installing catch basins, is 
underway in Rochdale and community 
leaders are delighted by the long-wait-
ed infrastructure improvements. 

“Throughout southeast Queens 
there has been a flooding problem, a 
sewer problem – and finally with this 
City Council it is being addressed,” 
said Clifton Diaz, a board member of 
the Rochdale Village Civic Associa-
tion. “Councilwoman Adrienne Adams 
(D-Jamaica) has been in the forefront, 
along with Councilman Richard Dono-
van (D-Far Rockaway) to address the 
problem.”

Diaz, 69, has been a resident of 
Queens since 1961 and a resident of 
Rochdale Village since 1964 and has 
noticed flooding and sewer problems 
in the southeast Queens area since his 
move to the borough from the Bronx.

“This project is an example of the 
quality-of-life improvements that our 
community needs,” said Adams. “It 
will also help to alleviate flooding and 
improve roadway drainage.” 

The Rochdale project received $62 
million for repair, upgrades and new 
installations from the city’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and 
is one of 45 projects being tackled in 
southeast Queens, according to DEP 
Commissioner Vincent Sapienza. Con-
tractors received the go-ahead to start 
working in March, a team was mobi-
lized by May, and the official public an-
nouncement for the project was made 
June 7. 

The Department of Design and Con-
struction is managing the development, 

which starts at 122nd Avenue and Guy 
R. Boulevard and stretches from 136th 
Avenue and North Conduit Avenue to 
161st Street and 140th Avenue, accord-
ing to a map of the project.

To improve the area 44 new catch 
basins will be installed, 87 existing 
ones will be replaced, up to 11,000 
feet of old sanitary sewers will be re-
placed with larger ones, 1,550 feet of 
new storm sewers will be installed and 
6,600 feet of additional ones will be re-
placed with larger pipes, according to 
the DEP and the DDC.

“That vicinity suffers from ponding 
and poor street conditions as a result 
of the area generally being very flat, 
very low-lined, having very low eleva-
tion - and so when the streets were con-
structed a lot of them have apparently 
not held up well,” said Ian Michaels, a 
spokesman for the DDC. “You can go 
there days after a rainstorm and find 
puddles, or a large ponding situation, 
as we call them.”

Field surveyors estimated that the 
current water mains have been there 
since the 1920s, according to Michaels. 
The 18,000 feet of old cast iron water 
mains will be replaced by better mate-
rial.

“Since 1970, all the water mains 
that get replaced in New York City get 
replaced with ductile iron, which are 
concrete-lined,” said Michaels. “Cast 
iron was a good material when they 
used it, but it is very brittle and are 
more likely to break. The new pipes are 
more pliable…and they are less suscep-
tible to breakage under stress.”

The new and upgraded storm sew-
ers will have pipes as large as 66 inches 
in diameter, and the sanitary sewers 
will be as large as 36 inches in diam-

Rochdale receives $62M
for sewer infrastructure 

The Southeast Queens Sewer Project has come to Rochdale to repair and upgrade the 
sewers, roads, and catch basins in the neighborhood.  Courtesy of NYC DDC

Continued on Page 46
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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CELEBRATION 
IN THE PARK

Kool & the Gang kicks off Katz's summer concert series

(Left) Borough President Melinda Katz poses with the band backstage just before showtime. (Right) Earlier in the week, Kool & the Gang were in Manhattan 
to be inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame for their string of hits, including “Ladies’ Night,” “Jungle Boogie,” and “Celebration.” Photos by Luis Zapata

(From l. to r.) Queens’ own Roxanne Shante warms up the crowd at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park for Katz’s annual summer concert, this year starring the 
‘80s funk band Kool & the Gang. Fans shrugged off the blistering heat to enjoy 
the show. And what’s a show in the park without a DJ to get things revved up?
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 18, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current 
rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money 
Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% 
for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance 
for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective June 18, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on 
deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, 
the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for 
new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2

$5,000 minimum deposit

18-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAAPY2

$5,000 minimum deposit

e t cate o epos

2.50%1.70%
Maximum 
Money Market

$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Why is marijuana still illegal?
Continuing to keep pot illegal 

makes no sense. Consumption of 
marijuana for both medical and 
recreational use is part of main-
stream America, transcending 
generations.

Creative entrepreneurs will al-
ways provide the citizens’ desire, 
regardless of government approv-
al. Consumers have voted with 
their dollars, making marijuana 
consumption a multibillion-dollar 
enterprise today. Legalize it and 
add a sales tax. Revenues will more 
than cover the costs of any abuse. 
Our tax dollars will be better used 
if police and judges spend more 
time prosecuting those who com-
mit real crimes against individu-
als or property than going after 
those who consume or distribute 
marijuana. Significant space will 
be freed up in jails to incarcerate 
actual criminals.

Citizens have more to fear from 
murder, arson, rape, muggings, 
robberies, auto and identity theft 
or home break-ins than individu-
als who get high in the privacy of 
their own home. Law enforcement 
authorities should be free to pur-
sue those who commit real crimes 
against citizens and property.

At 18, you are old enough to 
vote, be a parent, pay taxes, own a 
car, take out a bank loan, serve in 
the military and die for your coun-
try — but not consume marijuana. 
This makes no sense.

What consenting adults con-
sume, inhale, perform, read or 
view in the privacy of their own 
home or private social club should 
not be the concern of government. 
Individual economic and civil lib-
erties prosper best when govern-
ment stays out of both the bedroom 
and marketplace.

Stop wasting billions of dollars 
on the war on drugs. End sending 
bribe money in the form of foreign 
aid to other nations so they can pay 
their farmers not to grow pot. Le-
galize the growth and sales of mari-
juana. Add a small sales tax on all 
legal transactions. This could raise 
significant revenues and cover any 
medical costs for potential exces-
sive consumption by some users. It 
would free up the military, courts 
and law enforcement to deal with 
other more important issues.

Let us hope that we have finally 
learned from the obvious failures 
of Prohibition. It is time to permit 
consenting adults to access any so-
called illegal products or substanc-
es without fear from government 
harassment.

Larry Penner
Great Neck
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 The bike lane controversy in Queens is not going 
away.

The de Blasio administration’s plan to implement 
bike lanes has been met with opposition across the 
borough. Two weeks ago, Community Board 2 voted 
against the city Transportation Department’s revised 
bike lane proposal for Skillman Avenue and 43rd 
Avenue in Sunnyside. The proposal would create a 
protected bike lane, which would eliminate about 120 
parking spaces.

And last weekend, the Douglaston Civic Associa-
tion, along with other northeast Queens residents, 
marched in opposition to the DOT’s bike lane project 
on Northern Boulevard from Douglaston Parkway to 
the Cross Island Parkway.

The plan to construct bike lanes comes from a 
good place — the mayor and the DOT want to create 
safer passage for bicyclists — but it’s clear there is a 
downside to such proposals.

Bike lanes would lead to shorter pedestrian is-
lands on busy roadways and would also force motor-
ists to make sharper turns. This could lead to more 
traffic accidents — collisions and fatal incidents 
alike.

Between 2012 and 2016, 283 people were injured 
along the corridors between Roosevelt Avenue and 
Queens Boulevard, including 34 bicyclists and 61 pe-
destrians, according to the DOT, with motorists ac-
counting for the remaining casualties.

Cyclist Gelasio Reyes was killed by a drunk driver 
 in April 2017 at 43rd Avenue and 39th Street, which 
was just one of many incidents in the area. This was 
not the first fatality that occurred near protected 
bike lanes and it won’t be the last.

Local businesses have also spoken out against 
bike lanes.

Ben’s Best Delicatessen in Rego Park will close its 
doors after 73 years and the owner claims bike lanes 
are partly responsible, contending that he has lost 20 
percent of profits while spending more on marketing 
and offering curb-side pickup because patrons can’t 
park at the eatery any more due to the bike lanes. 

While no one is suggesting the bicyclists’ safety 
should be compromised, there needs to be a middle 
ground when it comes to the bike lanes. 

Community Board 11 in the northeast corner of 
Queens has suggested expanding sidewalks to in-
clude space for bike lanes, which would keep bicy-
clists away from busy roads and out of harm’s way. 
This would seem like a good starting point that would 
protect cyclists and keep the roadways clear.  

The bike lane debate has raged on for more than a 
year and it’s time to find a solution.

SHOW AND TELL

At the Theodora Jackson Adult Center in Jamaica, it was time to show off six months of work creating 
original silk scarves — designed and painted by hand — at a fashion and art show hosted by the director of 
the Su-Casa Residency Program , Anthonia Akinbola (c.). Photo by Rod Ivey



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 22–28, 2018 25  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

READERS WRITE

Ozone Park homeless shelters aren’t the answer
An open letter to Mayor de 

Blasio, 
Earlier this week, I was in-

formed by the Department of 
Homeless Services that come 
winter 2018, a homeless shel-
ter will open in my Assembly 
district.

If I were given any oppor-
tunity by the city to speak on 
behalf of my constituents before 
this decision was made for us, I 
would have pointed out that my 
community already serves the 
homeless by way of a drop-in 
homeless shelter on 100-32 Atlan-
tic Ave. in Ozone Park, which is 
less than 200 feet from a public 
high school.

DHS informed me that a per-
manent shelter will be placed at 
85-15 101 Ave. in Ozone Park. The 
location of the permanent shelter 
is one mile away from the afore-
mentioned drop-in center for 
homeless services. I would like 
to understand your administra-
tion’s perspective on how having 

two shelters forced upon my As-
sembly district and Community 
Board 9 without any input from 
the community where it will af-
fect my constituents and students 
in the surrounding schools.

These schools include St. 
Mary Gate of Heaven, High 
School for Construction 
Trades, Junior High School 
210, PS 64, Richmond Hill High 
School, MS 137, John Adams 
High School, and St. Elizabeth 
Catholic Academy.

How is placing a homeless 
shelter to house 113 single men 
ages 21 and up who are dealing 
with mental illness and addic-
tion near seven schools in my 
district safe?

I understand the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services is 
doing away with hotel shelters 
with their “Turning the Tide 
Plan” and will accordingly elim-
inate the hotel shelter in Kew 
Gardens. However, burdening 
Community Board 9 again and 

the Ozone Park neighborhood is 
not the solution.

Instead of the city working 
with the community by commu-
nicating with local civic groups, 
stakeholders and elected offi-
cials as to where a shelter should 
be placed, DHS and Lantern 
nonprofit independently found 
a location. I also had to find out 
through an online  article that the 
plan is to add yet another shelter 
over the next few years. Your ad-
ministration continues to fail at 
transparency, which leaves my 
constituents in the dark, and it 
continues to be unacceptable.

In an email from DHS 
containing details about the 
shelter, the Office of External 
Affairs highlights the ful-
fillment of the 30-day notice 
requirement. I would like to 
highlight that 30 days’ notice is 
not enough time for a commu-
nity to adequately prepare and 
address concerns that come 
along with placing a homeless 

shelter for men with mental ill-
ness and addiction issues in a 
family oriented neighborhood.

For example, is a shelter 
the best environment for those 
dealing with mental illness and 
addiction issues? Wouldn’t a 
facility that is trained to treat 
mental illness and addiction be 
in the best interest of these men 
who can tend to their care and 
treatment plan?

New York City is facing a 
housing crisis. However, im-
plementing homeless shelters 
throughout Queens is not a long-
term solution to end the home-
less epidemic. Our community 
needs more housing vouchers 
and more affordable housing 
units to keep New Yorkers in 
their homes. Your administra-
tion should be doing everything 
possible to prevent New Yorkers 
from entering shelters to begin 
with.

More than ever, our city has 
become too expensive and as 

the cost of living continues to 
increase, more people are living 
paycheck to paycheck. These 
are the issues that need to be ad-
dressed to keep families and in-
dividuals in their homes.

The survival of New York 
City’s middle class is dependent 
on coming up with solutions to 
these problems. Homeless shel-
ters are not the solution and 
placing them in a residential 
neighborhood like Ozone Park 
does not do anyone justice, not 
the schools, not the residents, 
and definitely not the local busi-
nesses.

I urge you and DHS to recon-
sider the homeless shelter that is 
slated to open in my district win-
ter of 2018, and instead focus on 
a better strategic, long-term plan 
on where to place the 113 men 
who are dealing with addiction 
and mental illness.

Mike Miller
Assemblyman, District 38

Specialized test prep program a real success
As city and state leaders pre-

pare to take up the challenge of 
evaluating and possibly chang-
ing the admissions process for 
New York City’s specialized 
high schools, it is essential 
they consider the great strides 
already being made from the 
ground up to expand access to 
these excellent institutions.

There is no question that 
parents, community leaders, 
education officials and local 
leaders ought to be search-
ing for creative and effective 
ways to bring more children 
into pipeline that feeds these 
schools. 

As has been noted fre-
quently in recent weeks, black 
and Latino students make 
up roughly 10 percent of the 
student body at schools like 
Stuyvesant, Bronx Science 
and Brooklyn Tech, even as 
they comprise about 70 percent 
of the general New York City 
public school population.

Rather than exacerbate di-
visions or impose quotas, what 
we ought to be focused on is 
providing better opportunities 
for all students.

Many critics of the cur-
rent system point to the fact 
that more well-to-do families 
pay thousands of dollars per 
year on test prep classes that 
give students the upper hand 
in passing the Specialized 
High School Admittance Test, 
the key to entrance for these 
schools.

This is indeed a problem. 
Here in Queens, the effects 
have been clear: Bright and ca-
pable students whose families 
struggled economically have 
historically been at a disad-
vantage, unable to benefit from 
classes geared specifically to 
help them pass the test.

Ten years ago, the Jay and 
Sylvia Sobhraj Foundation, a 
non-profit dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of families in Ja-

maica and across the borough, 
partnered with the America 
Sevashram Sangha temple to 
create a free prep class open 
to any student who wanted to 
take the SHSAT.

The program then expand-
ed to include SAT prep for col-
lege-bound high school juniors 
and seniors as well.

Since its inception in 2008, 
over 180 SHSAT students re-
ceived free test prep through 
the program, the vast majority 
of them black and Latino. Of 
those students, an astonishing 
40 percent passed the SHSAT. 
The other 60 percent of par-
ticipants leveraged this to gain 
entry to honors programs in 
their high schools.

Some 600 students took the 
SAT prep classes we also pro-
vide at no cost to them, with 
many of them winning accep-
tance to top colleges, including 
Cornell University, the Univer-
sity of Southern California, 

Fordham University, NYU, 
Georgetown University and 
many others. 

By opening the classes to 
students free of charge, such 
non-profits and other educa-
tional programs can better 
level the playing field and 
prove that in New York City, 
zip code does not have to mean 
destiny and the impacts of ra-
cial segregation can begin to 
be addressed by proactively 
recruiting students from all 
backgrounds to participate.

The Sobhraj Foundation, 
founded by immigrants from 
Guyana, also hired top-notch 
teachers who expanded the 
classes beyond just test prep 
to better develop reading and 
writing skills, which serve 
students not just in gaining ad-
mission to specialized schools 
but help them thrive once they 
are there.

As Aristole said: “The roots 
of education are bitter, but the 

fruit is sweet.” Hard work by 
teachers, parents, students, 
administrators, and non-profit 
volunteers has resulted in suc-
cess across the board.

If the city and state need 
to look to a model of success 
moving forward, one can 
be found here in southeast 
Queens. By going into the 
community and offering to 
equip students with the tools 
they need, regardless of in-
come or background, we have 
shown that we can achieve a 
more equitable educational 
landscape while maintain-
ing high standards and pro-
viding greater access to the 
best education possible.

Jay Sobhraj is a principal 
at Zara Realty, a Jamaica, 

Queens-based management 
company with more 2.6 million 

square feet of residential 
property in Jamaica and the 

surrounding communities. 

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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College adviser Nicole Car-
uso has announced that the 
Hillcrest High School’s class 
of 2018 earned over $2 mil-
lion in institutional and pri-
vate scholarships, including 
full scholarships to NYU and 
Howard University. Overall, 
she says that 93 percent of the 
graduating seniors applied 
to CUNY, SUNY or private 
schools. 

Student Association Presi-
dent of Richmond Hill High 
School Soribel Estevez, who is 
also captain of the Law Club, 
participated in the Mock Trial 
competition, is a member of 
the School Leadership team 
and co-captain of the bowling 
team has won a scholarship to 
NYU. 

Martin Van Buren High 

School decided to join the 
March For Our Lives after the 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
High School in  Parkland, Fla., 
so a busload of students and 
faculty members went down to 
Washington, D.C.,  including 
Principal Sam Sochet and his 
wife. The school newspaper, 
The Bee-Line, devoted four 
pages to the event.

At the Campus Magnet 
Complex in Cambria Heights, 
the Math, Science Research 
& Technology High School 
held a National Honor Society 
induction and a College & Ca-
reer event, where more than 
25 guests, including several 
graduates, came to tell about 
their careers.

Also at the Campus Magnet 
Complex, Benjamin Franklin 
High School For Finance & 
Information Technology pre-
pared for its first graduation. 
Students like George Daniels 
-- who has been in the student 
government, is on the debate 
team and Campus Magnet Vol-
leyball team -- wants to be a be-
havioral analyst for the FBI.

The Pan-American In-
ternational High School in 
Elmhurst is leaving its mark 
on New York’s art scene. 
Sophomores Juan Arbelaez 
and Bryan Guinea had their 
artwork featured in an exhi-
bition at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art. Freshman Albin 
Deaza created a Renaissance-
inspired portrait, which was 
selected for the 2018 Queens 
Borough Arts Festival at the 
Queens Museum.

John Bowne High School 
held its annual STEM Fair 
Showcase, which featured 
bridge construction, engi-
neering, Latin, 3-D printing 
and computer science. The 
school also celebrated its 
cultural diversity with cu-
linary dishes featuring Lat-
in-Caribbean origins along 
with dance. Bowne also has a 
working 3.8-acre farm.

Congresswoman Grace 
Meng announced that  juniors 
Jashua Veerasammy and 
Arun Budhoo from Thomas 
Edison High School in Ja-
maica are the winners of the 

U.S. Congress app contest in 
her district. Their app seeks 
to help people become moti-
vated and confident in fitness 
and health. The app will be on 
display on the House of Rep-
resentatives website.

The High School of Ap-
plied Communication in 
Long Island City, has part-
nered with Rothschild & Co., 
an investment banking firm 
in Rockefeller Center, with 
the help of an organization 
called Pencil, so that students 
can visit the firm and learn 
about the real life operations 
of a large corporation.     

Borough President Me-
linda Katz joined Aviation 
High School Principal Ste-
ven Jackson in a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony for the Long 
Island City school’s new Col-
lege and Career Center. The 
school has a unique Aviation 
Maintenance Technology 
program.

Global Kids Leaders from 
William Cullen Bryant High 
School traveled to Washing-
ton, D.C. for the March For 

Our Lives demonstration. 
Global Kids is an organiza-
tion which works in schools 
to develop leadership, activ-
ism, global awareness and to 
help students graduate from 
high school.

In November, the Francis 
Lewis High School Soccer 
team won the Public School 
Athletic League Class A girls 
soccer championship. They 
had an undefeated season of 
(17-0).

Earl Gabriel Simons Jr., a 
resident of Cambria Heights 
who attends the Frank Si-
natra School for the Arts in 
Astoria, has won a full Posse 
Foundation Scholarship to 
Lawrence University. He 
will attend the university 
with nine other students as a 
posse so they can mentor and 
monitor each other after hav-
ing taken weekend sessions 
together for the past several 
months. 

These events are just a 
few of the activities, events 
and accomplishments in our 
borough high schools.

Let’s celebrate our high schools’ many achievements
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical 
Society, TimesLedger News-
papers presents noteworthy 
events in the borough’s his-
tory.

Born on June 26, 1951 and 
raised in Astoria, Robert Davi 
is an actor, singer, writer and 
director perhaps best known 
for his vivid portrayal of a 
colorful assortment of Hol-
lywood villains, thugs and 
tough guys. In a film and tele-
vision career spanning over 
40 years, Davi has appeared 
in TV series from “Charlie’s 
Angels” and “St. Elsewhere” 
to “Criminal Minds,” among 
the 130 films on the silver 
screen he has performed in 

alongside greats from Mar-
lon Brando to Clint Eastwood 
and Bruce Willis. The native 
Astorian is also a critically 
acclaimed singer, known 
for bringing his own unique 
depth and character to Frank 
Sinatra classics. 

Born to an Italian-Amer-
ican mother and an Italian 
immigrant father from Sic-
ily, the future actor grew 
up speaking his father’s na-
tive tongue at home. After 
graduating from Hofstra 
University, Davi moved to 
Manhattan where he stud-
ied under legendary acting 
coach Stella Adler. He made 
his motion picture debut in 
“Contract” on Cherry Street, 
a 1977 crime thriller star-

ring Frank Sinatra. His film 
credits include opera-singing 
goon Jake Fratelli in the 1985 
adventure comedy “The Goo-
nies,” villain Frank Sanchez 
in the 1989 James Bond thrill-
er “License to Kill,” and more 
recently, a New York mobster 
in the 2012 crime biography 
“The Iceman.” 

Throughout his career, 
Davi has stayed true to his 
Queens roots, working along-
side numerous other movie 
and TV luminaries with 
strong ties to the borough. 
In his Hollywood career, 
these include the legendary 
James Bond producer Albert 
R. Broccoli and fellow actor 
Christopher Walken, both fel-
low Astoria natives, as well 
as Rodney Dangerfield of 
Kew Gardens. In his singing 
career, he has performed to 
sold-out crowds in Las Vegas 
with comedian Don Rickles of 
Jackson Heights. 

In 2007, the seasoned actor 
made his directorial debut in 
“The Dukes,” a 2008 comedic 

parable of lost fame starring 
Davi alongside Chazz Palm-
interi as a washed up musical 
duo who attempt a bank heist. 
The film won awards at the 
Queens International Film 
Festival and the Monte Carlo 
Comedy Film Festival, and 
the new director Davi was 
also awarded Best First Time 
Director and Best Screenplay 
awards in the Monte Carlo 
Festival of Comedy.

The versatile Davi was 
first praised for his sing-
ing in high school, and as a 
teenager auditioned for the 
Metropolitan Opera and re-
ceived classical voice train-
ing. Later in life, in 2011, the 
actor from Queens released 
an album titled “Davi Sings 
Sinatra -- On the Road to Ro-
mance.” The compilation of 12 
Sinatra tunes was released to 
widespread positive reviews, 
with none other than Quincy 
Jones proclaiming, “I have 
never heard anyone come this 
close to Sinatra’s sound – and 
still be himself. Many try, but 

Robert Davi has the voice, 
tone, the flavor and the swag-
ger.” His album reached No. 6 
on the Billboard jazz charts. 

Aside from his numerous 
recognitions as an actor, di-
rector and talented singer, 
Davi has received the George 
M. Estabrook Distinguished 
Service Award from the 
Hofstra University Alumni 
Association. In 2004, he was 
even recognized as Citizen 
of the Week by a radio sta-
tion in Los Angeles for res-
cuing a young girl from a 
house fire. Davi has five 
children, and he spends his 
free time volunteering with 
numerous charities, includ-
ing the Dream Foundation, 
the Humane Society and 
the Exceptional Children’s 
Foundation.

Compiled by Dan McDon-
ald for the Greater Astoria 
Historical Society. For further 
information, contact the Soci-
ety at (718) 278-0700 or visit our 
website at www.astorialic.org.

Actor Robert Davi has stayed true to his Queens roots

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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B.M.C.C. pantry helps food-insecure students
BY LAURA HANRAHAN

 
Tucked away inside Bor-

ough of Manhattan Community 
College’s Single Stop — an on-
campus student resource center 
— there is a small room that is 
having a big impact on students’ 
lives. The Panther Pantry, a 
new initiative from the Single 
Stop office, at 199 Chambers St., 
is providing students who expe-
rience food insecurities with es-
sential grocery items. 

Launched in April, the pan-
try itself is small in size but is 
pristinely stocked from floor 
to ceiling with boxes of pasta, 
beans, canned fruits and veg-
etables, cereal, tins of tuna and 
chicken, and milk and milk al-
ternatives.

“Students come and we 
sit with them,” said Deborah 
Harte, director of Single Stop. 
“We have on a sheet of paper all 
of the items that are in the pan-
try, so students have a choice. 
You can escort us to the pantry 
and actually see the things, or 
you can check it off in the office 
and we’ll go pack a bag for you.”

Dr. Marva Craig, B.M.C.C. 
vice president of student affairs, 
said the need for a program of 
this nature was extremely ap-
parent. In recent years, B.M.C.C. 
has assisted more than 600 stu-
dents with food insecurities, 
either by helping to apply for 
New York state’s Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
or giving them gift cards to lo-
cal supermarkets, provided by 
the school’s emergency fund. 
For many students, coming 
from a public high school — 
where meals are often provided 
for food-insecure students — to 
a college campus where they are 
left to fend for themselves, can 
be a shock.

“When they leave the high 
school and they come to us, 
we’ve decided we don’t handle 
food insecurities, which is ir-
responsible because we know 
it has to do with retention and 
graduation,” Criag said.

Harte added they hope to be 
able to have an impact on the 
students’ lives beyond a tempo-
rary food fix.

“Our goal is not only to ad-
dress the immediate hunger 
issue,” she said. “We also want 
to be sure we’re helping the stu-
dents to devise a more sustain-
able plan. So that the pantry is 
used on an emergency basis, as 
opposed to something that’s reg-
ular every month. Sometimes 
it’s unemployment that put 
them in the situation, so we put 
them in the career development 
department.”

Surprisingly, the one item in 
the pantry that has been largely 
passed over is generally a staple 
of every college student’s diet — 
peanut butter.

“It’s a great source of pro-
tein, but the manner in which 
we pack the bags, which is ac-
cording to the U.S.D.A. ‘bal-
anced bag,’ you can only have 
one peanut butter as protein, as 
opposed to two or three other 
protein items,” Craig noted.

Craig and Harte are still 
working out the kinks of this 
new venture and plan to revisit 
the way the foods are catego-
rized, so that they will be the 
most beneficial to students. One 
aspect of the program they will 
continue is asking each student 
how large his or her household 
is, and allocating food based on 
that number.

“A mother may come but 
it’s not the mother alone who’s 
hungry in the household,” 
Craig said. “One student may 
be walking out with two bags 
and one may be walking out 
with a half-bag because of the 
household.”

A focal point when creating 
the Panther Pantry was to re-
duce the stigma that is so often 
associated with having to stand 
in line at a public food bank.

“We enjoy food, we love food, 
but when we’re in need of food, 
it’s not a comforting feeling,” 
Craig said. “There is no pride 
in not being able to afford it. 
So what we’ve done is we’ve 
brought everything to the col-
lege campus where there’s no 
stigma.”

For Mia, a recently gradu-
ated theater student, the pan-
try not only helped provide her 
with food, but taught her how to 
prepare meals with higher nu-
tritional value.

“I’ve struggled with the fact 
I could either pay for my tuition 
or eat,” she said. “I would do 
this trick where I would just 
have water and bread. Having 
the pantry, I’ve now learned 
how to make food that could 
last for three or four days.”

For Mia, this is the first food 
pantry she has felt comfortable 
enough to take advantage of, 
having often been discouraged 
by the long lines at pubic food 
banks. Now, she said, she often 
recommends the pantry to oth-
er students at B.M.C.C.

“Sometimes they get 
scared,” she said, “but I’m like, 
the one thing that you have 
there is privacy and they’re not 
going to judge you.”

For Panagiota, an early-

childhood education student, 
the pantry helped her through 
a recent financial emergency. 
When she unexpectedly had to 
move and put down a deposit 
and rent on a new apartment, 
she found herself with little 
money left over for food.

“It became a very tight bud-
get,” she said. “Obviously, the 
food pantry didn’t cover my 
whole month but it gave me my 
breakfast. It gave me juice for 
a week. It gave me pasta and 
some vegetables I could use. So 
it gave me a little bit of room not 
to worry about ‘Am I getting 
some food?’”

Craig hopes to eventually 
expand the Panther Pantry 
to incorporate other areas 
of the Lower Manhattan col-
lege, citing the nutrition de-
partment as one example, as 
well as neighborhood stores 
like Whole Foods, Pret A 
Manger and Target. For now, 
they are focused on setting 
up a donation Web site to 
keep the program growing.

The pantry is open for 
B.M.C.C. students Monday to 
Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Students can find out more in-
formation at http://www.bmcc.
cuny.edu.

The B.M.C.C. mascot is a cheerleader for the college’s new Panther Pantry. Photos by Louis Chan

In the new B.M.C.C. Panther Pantry are (from l. to r.) Deborah Harte, di-
rector of Single Stop; Marva Craig, vice president of student affairs; 
Karrin Wilks, provost and senior vice president; and B.M.C.C. President 
Antonio Pérez.
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA
$8,888$8,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246939k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'15 HONDA CIVIC

$11,888BUY 
FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD
$12,488BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#J5998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE LAT
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSSAN MAXIMA

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

ENJOY THE AMAZING SUMME
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 06/22/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$10,588BUY 
FOR:

689 miles, Stk#29008
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,488BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$12,500BUY 

FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

ER DEALS AT MAJOR WORLD
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Blood donors needed 
as supply dwindles

BY MARK HALLUM
 
A blood shortage across 

the state has prompted the 
New York Blood Center 
to call on donors in mul-
tiple counties to volunteer 
throughout the months of 
June and July.

The emergency comes 
from the fact that there is 
only a four-day reserve of 
all blood types in New York 
state. The goal is to have 
seven days worth.

Residents of Queens 
can visit donation loca-
tions from June 22 to July 
10 at 21sites across the bor-
ough as organizers hope to 
draw 1,000 to 1,500 donors 
throughout the summer.

“Every single day, blood 
donations help save lives – 
and right now the need is 
critical,” said Andrea Ce-
farelli, senior executive di-
rector of donor recruitment 
for New York Blood Center. 
“We’re calling on every-
one to do what they can 
to spread the word, host a 
blood drive or simply take 
an hour out of their day to 
donate.”

NYBC is specifically 
looking for O blood types 
— they are “universal giv-
ers” which are not rejected 
by the body of the recipient 
— and type B donors, sim-
ply because it is one of the 
rarest blood types.

Summer is the season in 
which blood shortages are 
most likely to occur, with 
families taking time away 
from their usual routines at 
work and school. Donations 
are known to drop through-
out the season, according 
to the NYBC.

The 100th, 105th and 
114th precincts will be host-
ing blood drives at their 
respective commands on 
Friday, followed by the In-
carnation School, Colony 
Theatre Center, Young Is-
rael of Holliswood and St. 
Luke in Whitestone on Sun-
day.

The 101st and 102nd pre-
cincts will host drives on 
Tuesday, June 26, , with 
the 107th, 109th and 115th 
Precincts following suit on 
Wednesday. 

Donors can visit Queens 
Center Mall June 30 and 
Citi Field July 2 with the 
final blood drive being held 
at York College on July 10.

For a full list of locations 
and times, contact the New 
York Blood Center at 1 (800) 
933-2566 or visit  nyblood-
center.org/blood .

According to the New 
York Blood Center, a visit 
can only take an hour for a 
single pint of blood.

Those in most dire need 
of transfusions are cancer 
patients, accident, burn, or 
trauma victims, newborn 
babies and their mothers, 
transplant recipients, sur-
gery patients and chroni-
cally transfused patients 
suffering from sickle cell 
disease or thalassemia, ac-
cording to NYBC.

The drive, which start-
ed June 11, also coincided 
with World Blood Donor 
Day June 14.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY BILL PARRY
 
Starting in September, 

the majority of New Yorkers 
caught smoking marijuana 
in public will be issued crimi-
nal summonses instead of 
being arrested, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and Police Com-
missioner James O’Neill an-
nounced Tuesday. According 
to NYPD projections, the new 
policy will likely reduce over-
all marijuana arrests in New 
York City by nearly 10,000 per 
year based on 2017 arrest re-
cords and patterns.

New Yorkers will still be 
subject to arrest if they are 
on probation or parole, if they 
have existing criminal war-
rants, don’t have identifica-
tion, have a recent document-
ed history of violence or their 
smoking poses an immediate 
public safety risk -- such as 
while driving a car. 

“Nobody’s destiny should 
hinge on a minor non-vio-
lent offense,” de Blasio said. 
“Neighborhood policing has 
helped to bring officers and 
community together, but we 
still have more work to do to 
right the wrongs in our crim-
inal justice system. This new 
policy will help reduce unnec-

essary arrests, while making 
our city fairer and safer.”

Patrol officers will receive 
guidance on how to imple-
ment this new policy during 
the summer.

“We know that it is not pro-
ductive to arrest people who 
have no prior criminal his-
tory,” O’Neill said. “In fact, it 
hampers our efforts to build 
trust and strengthen rela-
tionships with the people we 
serve, and it does nothing to 
further the NYPD’s  mission 
of ridding our streets of those 
responsible for violence and 
disorder. Issuing summonses 
for marijuana offenses that 
do not directly affect public 
safety will allow our officers 
to do their jobs effectively and 
safely, and in a way that al-
ways promotes public safety 
and quality of life for all New 
Yorkers.”

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown called the new 
policy a wise middle ground.

“By choosing this sensible 
path, by which only the pres-
ence of limited aggravating 
factors will justify an arrest, 
the Police Department will 
continue to have the ability to 
control the activity without 
the majority of those com-

mitting the offenses being 
arrested and put through the 
system.” Brown said. 

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
chairman of the Committee 
on the Justice System, was 
not impressed.

“The mayor’s new mari-
juana enforcement policy is 
a marginal improvement, 
but a real missed opportu-
nity to fundamentally change 
how the city polices mari-
juana possession and smok-
ing,” Lancman said. “No 
one should be arrested for 
smoking marijuana, period. 
Further, the mayor’s policy 
does not attempt to reduce 
criminal summonses at all, 
still allows arrests in certain 
circumstances that cannot 
be justified by public safety, 
will likely make marijuana 
policing even more discrimi-
natory toward people of color, 
continues to expose nonciti-
zens to deportation, and takes 
no steps to eliminate the col-
lateral consequences which 
are in the city’s control.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Mayor Bill de Blasio (l.) and Police Commissioner James O’Neill announce a new marijuana enforcement policy 
Tuesday in an effort to “reduce unnecessary arrests.” Courtesy of the mayor’s office

With only a four-day reserve, the New York Blood Center has declared 
an emergency and will host blood drives throughout the summer. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

New marijuana policy
More lenient pot enforcement coming in September
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

A milestone for the Citi Crochets program — the 14-year old Citi Bank effort that organizes volunteers to crochet blackets for 
donation to hospitals in Queens and elsewhere.  It reached 10,000 handmade blankets this week, marked by a big party at 
the Citi building in Long Island City. Photo by Paulina Sikorska/Citi

Deputy Inspector Neteis Gilbert makes her first public appearance since taking over the 105th Precinct two weeks 
ago. She was among the speakers at U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks’ clergy breakfast at the Robert Ross Johnson Family Life 
Center in St. Albans.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Former New York Knicks star Larry Johnson, now part of 
the team’s development system, conducts a clinic for young 
hopefuls at IS 192 in St. Albans.  Photo by Dieusita Jean

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi wears a Mets uniform to play in 
the annual Congressional Baseball Game at Nationals 
Park in Washington, D.C. The game between the 
Democratic and Republican lawmakers marked the 
return of U.S. Rep. Steve Scalise, who was seriously 
wounded in a shooting attack at practice prior to the 
game last year.                   Courtesy of Suozzi’s office
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 
Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TEQUILA MINSKY

Hosting topical symposia puts the 
vital relationship between the Queens 
Museum and the local Haitian commu-
nity on display.

Last week’s featured the museum’s 
L’Education du Regard (Educating 
for Deeper Understanding) program, 

an annual event has been held there 
for over a decade, initiated by archi-
tect and urban planner Etienne Tele-
maque and later joined by artist Pa-
tricia Brintle.

“I handle art and Etienne handles 
architecture and other content,” said 
Brintle, a Whitestone resident and 
painter who wrangles other artists to 

participate so a mini-exhibition is also 
part of the symposium. 

Brintle expounded on the topics of 
years’ past — water systems, electric-
ity, transportation and sanitation. The 
symposiums all add breadth to under-
standing the issues. 

One year, there was a heated dis-
cussion on the importance of parks 
with the focus on Martissant Park. 
The issue raised: why put a park in the 
middle of a slum? 

Experts reiterated how putting a 
park in a “terrible area” breathes air 
(and life) both literally and metaphori-
cally into its neighborhood. It’s also 
about saving the environment. 

In the case of Martissant Park, situ-
ated in the poor, crowded neighborhood 
of Martissant, there is a medicinal 
garden, an educational environmental 
center on the premises, and people can 
get cuttings from the gardeners. 

Continued on Page 43

TimesLedger, June 22-28, 2018Artist Francois Ricles Gracia's painting adapts and 
modernizes the coat of arms on the Haitian flag.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Queens Museum symposium stimulates, educates
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BY MERLE EXIT

Flushing Town Hall has a 
celebration planned to honor 
jazz legend Jimmy Heath’s 
Queens Jazz Orchestra.

On June 29 at 8 p.m., the 
air will be filled with music to 
celebrate the orchestra’s 10th 
anniversary. all performed by 
jazz heroes. Since 2008, FTH’s 
Queens Jazz Orchestra, un-
der the direction of NEA Jazz 
Master Dr. Jimmy Heath, has 
performed for thousands of 
jazz lovers. The 10th anniver-
sary concert will be a journey 
through Heath’s life. 

Heath, a Corona resident, 
has long been recognized as a 
both a brilliant instrumental-
ist and a magnificent composer 
and arranger. After having just 
concluded 11 years as a profes-
sor of music at the Aaron Cop-
land School of Music at Queens 
College, Heath, 91, maintains 
an extensive performance 
schedule. Aside from perform-
ing with his band, he conducts 
workshops and clinics through-
out the United States, Europe, 
and Canada. 

“I was one of the people who 
started the big band at FTH,” 
Heath said.

He recorded his first album, 
“Little Man, Big Band,” when he 
first put the band together. His 
other recorded albums include, 
“Turn Up the Heath” and “To-
getherness.”

“New York is the jazz capital 
of the world,” Heath said. “Jazz 
played in Harlem before moving 
to the Village. Many members 
of the present band have been 
playing with me for all of the 10 
years.

Heath said he was “raised 
up with the big bands such as 
Glen Miller, Tommy Dorsey 
and Duke Ellington,” and had a 
big band in Philadelphia before 
moving to New York. 

In 1986, he began teaching 
composition and arrangement 
for saxophone music at Queens 
College. 

Heath brought his band 
to perform at the Louis Arm-
strong House Museum when it 

was named as a landmark in 
1988. He has been performing 
with his big band each year at 
Flushing Town Hall and plays 
once a year with the jazz mas-
ters. Health said that he consid-
ers jazz to be “America’s classi-
cal music.”  

“We are thrilled to celebrate 
the 10th anniversary of Flush-
ing Town Hall’s Queens Jazz 
Orchestra by honoring Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts 

Jazz Master Jimmy Heath, who 
has led the orchestra since its 
inception,” said Ellen Kodadek, 
the executive and artistic di-
rector at Flushing Town Hall. 
“Like so many of his peers from 
Queens, Dr. Heath has made 
countless contributions to jazz, 
and we are so grateful that he 
continues to share his gifts and 
passion with us.” 

Jazz Big Band consists of 
Jimmy Heath (music director, 
leader, tenor saxophone), An-
tonio Hart (alto and soprano 
saxophone), Sharel Cassidy (alto 
and soprano saxophone), Bobby 
LaVell (tenor saxophone), Sam 
Dillon, (tenor saxophone), Gary 
Smulyan (baritone saxophone), 
John Mosca (trombone), Steve 
Davis (trombone), Jason Jack-
son (trombone), Douglas Purvi-
ance (bass trombone), Frank 
Greene (trumpet), Nathan Ek-
lund (trumpet), Mike Rodriguez 
(trumpet), Freddie Hendrix 
(trumpet), Michael Weiss (pia-
no), Mike Karn (bass), and Wil-
lie Jones III (drums). 

Flushing Town Hall’s theatre 
— located at 137-35 Northern 
Boulevard — will be rearranged, 
removing the row seats and sub-
stituting tables and chairs for a 
more cabaret setting.

Flushing Town Hall celebrates jazz legend

Flushing Town Hall will celebrate the 10th anniversary of Jimmy Heath’s Queens Jazz Orchestra with a special 
concert June 29. Courtesy of Flushing Town Hall

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10
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Answers in Sports

For more Theater Listings,
visit us at: TIMESLEDGER.COM

Tango & Flamenco 
Fusion — A World Premiere 
musical production of a 
unique fusion of tango 
and fl amenco, the two 
most important Hispanic 
manifestations in music, 
song and dance from Spain 
and Latin America.
When: Friday, June 22, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, June 23, at 
8 p.m.; Sunday, June 24, at 
4 p.m.; Friday, June 29, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, June 30, at 8 
p.m.; Sunday, July 1, at 4 p.m.
Where: Thalia Hispanic 
Theatre
Cost: $45 at door; $40 in 
advance; $37 for students 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 729-3800 

Drama and Musical 
Showcase — Come see your 

favorite little thespian, diva, 
starlet, or entertainment 
powerhouse, perform at 
the Drama and Musical 
Showcase, presented by 
Secret Theatre’s Academy of 
Dramatic Arts.
When: Saturday, June 23, 
at 12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m., and 
2:30 p.m.; Sunday, June 24, 
at 11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 
1:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com 

Dare to Be Black: The 
Jack Johnson Story — Jack 
Johnson did things in the 
late 1800s and early 1900s 

that some would consider 
suicidal.  And although, 
his physical stature was 
threatening, his charm 
and storytelling made him 
lovable.  Jack Johnson 
was the fi rst African 
American Heavyweight 
World Champion, and white 
America could not stand 
it. Unable to beat Jack in 
the ring, America’s court 
system threw an “illegal 
low blow.”  Jack was 
charged with violating the 
“Mann Act.” The reading is 
free, but reservations are 
encouraged. 
When: Thursday, June 28, 
at 7 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-0064. 10% OFF

DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people 

per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck46464646666 1-1-1-1111199999 9 99 MaMaMaMaMaMaMararararararararathththththhhonononononoo PPP P P PPPkwkwkwkwkwkwkwk yy.y.y.y.y.y.yyyyyy ,,, , ,,,,, LiLiLiLiiittttttttttttttttlelelelelelel NNN N NNNecececece kkkkkk
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

No substitutions  
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$895

10% OFF
DINNER

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 22-28, 2018

By Ed Canty

Bejeweled
Across
1. Aromatic wood
6. Circulates
11. High degree
14. Entertain
15. Fill a flat again?
16. Always, in 
verse
17. 1967 Rolling 
Stones hit
19. A long time 
follower?
20. Dryer materials
21. Flat answers
23. Chest cavity 
membrane
26. Goes over again
27. Pound
28. Sauerkraut 
alternative
29. Attacked a sub?
30. Attack ad, 
maybe
32. Articles on a 
rack
35. A slave, not a 
wave
37. Came out of a 
slump?
39. Icebreaker's ice 
breaker?
40. Acclaim
42. Article of faith
44. Bleat
45. Storage spot
47. Large merchant 
ship
49. More like a 
bubble bath
51. Bridge suit
52. Boat holder

53. Unit of the 
Green Berets
55. Major east 
coast rte.
56. Large 
rattlesnake
61. " ___ it Be" 
(Beatles' hit)
62. "Buzz" Aldrin, 
really
63. Band on the 
run?
64. "Don't give up!"
65. Flower 
children?
66. Filibuster

Down
1. Park Avenue, e.g.
2. Australian runner
3. Add a soundtrack
4. Place of refuge

5. Turns in
6. Guitarist's 
neckline?
7. A lower amount
8. Aged
9. Animal in a pop 
song?
10. ___ pencil 
(bleeding stopper)
11. 12/7/41 locale
12. "The Science of
Logic" author
13. Cast-off 
material
18. Makes  
gun-shy?
22. A fabled person
23. Moon unit?
24. Glove material
25. Oz locale
26. Any "Seinfeld," 
now

28. Critic, at times
31. Fast finisher?
33. Brown bread?
34. Influences
36. Jiffy
38. Female fowl
41. Certain electron 
tubes
43. Like a new tire
46. Bust on
48. Speculate
49. ___ Ste. Marie
50. Family name 
at Indy
53. At the center
54. Fun units?
57. Total 
wonderment
58. E-mail letters?
59. CFO, perhaps
60. Ring thing

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

INTELLIGENCE FIRST
R A S P D O M E D E D D A
A C M E A B O V E L O U S
T R A P W I S E C R A C K S
S E R P E N T S L E S S E N

T E N A P T
E S P R E S S O W A I S T S
A C H Y A L P O I C H A T
S A O N E I T H E R A R E
E R N I E P I N E B R O W
S E E D E D C O R R U P T S

I D O H I C
C A R O L S A B S O L U T E
A C U T E A N G L E T R I X
R A N I G O O U T U V E A
D I S C E D G E S P E R M

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Back to the Future — A 
high-schooler is accidentally 
transported in a time 
machine back to the 1950s, 
where he inadvertently 
interferes with his future 
parents’ budding romance. 
Now, the boy must fi gure out 
how to set things right, or 
risk changing the future.
When: Friday, June 22, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: John Golden Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Drive-In Movie: Despicable 
Me 3 — Gru meets his long-
lost charming, cheerful, 
and more successful twin 
brother Dru who wants to 
team up with him for one 
last criminal heist.
When: Friday, June 22, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Phil “Scooter” 
Rizzuto Park
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
The Lego Ninjago Movie 
— High-school students 
moonlight as ninjas, and 
fi ght to defend their island 
of Ninjago.
When: Saturday, June 23, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Sean’s Place
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Jumanji: Welcome to the 
Jungle — Four teenagers are 
sucked into a jungle-themed 
video game.
When: Wednesday, June 27, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: The Unisphere at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi  
— Luke Skywalker’s peaceful 
and solitary existence 

gets upended when he 
encounters Rey, a young 
woman who shows strong 
signs of the Force. Her desire 
to learn the ways of the 
Jedi forces Luke to make a 
decision that changes their 
lives forever. Meanwhile, Kylo 
Ren and General Hux lead 
the First Order in an all-out 
assault against Leia and the 
Resistance for supremacy of 
the galaxy.
When: Thursday, June 28, 
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Where: Beach 17th Street and 
Seagirt Boulevard
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 318-4000

EVENTS

Saving Lives is Easy — Join 
the Vision Zero Street Team 
at Citi Field during a Mets 
game to learn more about 
the “Saving Lives are Easy” 
campaign and discuss safe 
driver choices involving 
speed , left-hand turns, and 
visibility after dark. Take a 
fun safety quiz and win a 
prize.
When: Friday, June 22, from 
4 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Where: Citi Field

Stargazing on the 
Waterfront — Come see 
the stars and moon with 

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

am

the Amateur Astronomers 
Association of New York. 
Telescopes are set up just 
west of the oval along 
the waterfront and AAA 
members provide instruction 
on how to identify objects in 
the sky. 
When: Friday, June 22, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Hunter’s Point South 
Park
Cost: Free

Rockstock and Barrels 
Festival — Rockaway 
rocks with family fun at 
the 12th Annual Rockstock 

and Barrels Festival, which 
includes surf contests, 
a local arts and crafts 
shopping village, skateboard 
demos, and live music. 
When: Saturday, June 23, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 318-4000

Summer Kickoff — Join 
us in the Rockaways 
for a fun-fi lled day for 
families to enjoy. There 
will be infl atables, Parks’ 
Playmobile, arts and crafts, 
music, and refreshments.

Where: Beach 108th Street 
Roller Rink
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 318-4000

Family Field Day — Join 
us for a fun afternoon of 
free activities including 
kayaking, interactive games, 
infl atables, a soccer clinic, 
live entertainment, and 
more.
When: Saturday, June 23, 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Well, they’re at it again – 
mounting full-scale theatri-
cal productions with themed 
art exhibitions at The Plaxall 
Gallery in Long Island City.

Those uber-creative Long 
Island City Artists — also 
known as LIC-A — have 
teamed up with Stripped 
Scripts® to present their up-
coming production of “Stu-
pid F--king Birds” by Aaron 
Posner (sort of adapted from 
Chekhov’s classic play), and 
directed by Adam Knight. 
It’s a meta-theatrical experi-
ence asks the question: Art, 
Love, Happiness... can we 
have it all?

A fluffy, happy-go-lucky 
musical, this isn’t.

Watching this surreal, 
satirical and somewhat ir-
reverent production, you 
may feel as if you’re plung-
ing into Anton Chekhov’s 
cathartic love quadrangle 
in “The Seagull,” but what 
you’re actually witnessing 

first-hand, is how “Stupid 
F**king Birds” attempts to 
answer what it truly means 
to love... among other pro-
found ponderings. 

So, mark your calendars. 
Performances will be show-
cased at Plaxall — located at 
5-25 46th Ave. — from July 6 
through July 21 on Wednes-
days, Fridays and Saturdays 
at 8 p.m. 

LIC-A, a nonprofit 501(c)
(3) arts advocacy organiza-
tion whose mission is to in-
crease the development and 
visibility of professional and 
emerging artists in the area, 
is based out of that gallery 
space. Local actor, director, 
and producer Tana Sirois 
said she enjoys her role as 
LIC-A’s performing arts di-
rector, where she is heav-
ily involved in all the pro-
gramming, live events and 
full-scale productions that 
happen at Plaxall, the 12,000 
square foot gallery and com-
munity center. 

The theater experience 

across that dynamic, non-
traditional space is always 
exciting and unlike any 
other. As with last year’s 
incredible journey into a 
“Garden of Delights,” an-
other thought-provoking 
and visually intriguing 
show has been created with 
this new production, where 
once again the audience is 
surrounded by art themed to 
the play and encouraged to 
move around the space while 
watching the performance.

Written by Posner, “Stu-
pid F**king Birds” is a loose 
adaptation of “The Seagull,” 
re-imagining the classic text 
as a contemporary artist’s 
journey to find new forms of 
art. Described as “grounded 
in the disappointment in-
herent in growing up in the 
world we live in today,” the 
characters’ tales are at once 
hysterical, tragic and ca-
thartic. 

Posner’s creation takes 
place “in this present mo-

A surreal play puts satirical spin 
on 'The Seagull' at Plaxall

Continued on Page 42

Stripped Scripts, in association with Long Island City Artists, is presenting 
another intriguing, surreal production, titled "Stupid F***ing Bird," by Aaron 
Posner. Photo by Paola Martinez Fiterre
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William Shakespeare 
died some 400 years ago, 
but his plays are more 
popular than ever – he’s 
the most produced play-
wright in America, by 
far. And unlike all con-
temporary works, no 
royalties are due and no 
permission is required to 
make any changes in the 
texts.

The Hip to Hip The-
atre Company has been 
around since 2007 and 
has presented 20 of 
Shakespeare’s plays to 
date, all free and in the 
parks of the five bor-
oughs. Coming up from 
July 26 to Aug. 26 are two 
more, “King Lear” and 
“All’s Well That Ends 
Well,” mainly performed 
by professional actors, 
and mainly in Queens. 
The local venues include 

LeFrak City, Sunnyside 
Gardens Park, Crocheron 
Park, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Cunning-
ham Park, Voelker Orth 
Museum, Gantry Plaza 
State Park, and Socrates 
Sculpture Park.

Husband and wife Ja-
son and Joy Marr, both 
classically-trained actors, 

founded Hip to Hip “for 
lovers of Shakespeare and 
for those experiencing 
Shakespeare for the first 
time.” Like many who 
live in our diverse bor-
ough, the Marrs are from 
faraway places — Jason is 
from Ohio and Joy is from 
Maryland. They now re-
side in Woodside.

 Each family-friendly 
production is trimmed 
to about 90 minutes, per-
haps in recognition of 
the short attention span 
of today’s audiences 
and their compulsion to 
frequently access their 
smartphones, but the 
poetry and story remain 
largely intact. Audience 

members are encour-
aged to bring a blanket or 
chair and picnic food as 
they enjoy a Shakespeare 
play in the open air.

Thirty minutes prior 
to every performance, 
Hip to Hip offers its popu-
lar “Kids & the Classics,” 
designed for children 
ages 5 to 12. Through the-
ater games and instruc-
tion, children get the 
chance to preview the 
story and to interact with 
it. And again, it’s all free.

Hip to Hip has flour-
ished in its 12 seasons 
and now draws an annu-
al audience of more than 
8,000. The plays are per-
formed in rotating reper-
tory in the evenings. To 
get the dates for perfor-
mances in a nearby park, 
visit  www.hiptohip.org  
or call (718) 729-8567.  

If watching Shake-
speare isn’t enough for 
you, The Gingerbread 
Players will give you an 
opportunity to speak a 
speech at what they call 
“Shakespeare-aoke, the 

Ultimate Shakesperience” 
at Saint Luke’s Church in 
Forest Hills.  It’s one night 
only — Saturday, June 30 
— and a repeat of a suc-
cessful event two years 
ago.  Fans of the Bard 
must register to perform 
a monologue or scene — 
no more than four or five 
minutes — by visiting 
 www.gingerbreadplayers.
org . For more informa-
tion, email info@ginger-
breadplayers.org.

For those theater 
groups looking for fund-
ing — and who isn’t — 
Queens Council on the 
Arts is now accepting 
applications for 2019. In-
formation sessions are 
mandatory for first-time 
applicants.  A number of 
them will be held at vari-
ous locations, the first 
one at QCA’s office in 
Astoria on June 26. Visit 
 www.queenscouncilarts.
org/qaf  for more infor-
mation.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at rbhofc@gmail.com.

Hip to Hip Theatre Company brings Shakespeare to Queens

Hip to Hip in action. Photo courtesy of Asya Danilova

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

BY MERLE EXIT

There’s a new café 
on Metropolitan Avenue 
in Forest Hills with a 
French name of Poesie, 
where the style of cook-
ing is not about the 
cream sauces.  Instead, 
owner Alexandra Rodi-
onova, an entrepreneur 
from Russia, is offer-
ing “healthy food.”  The 
small bistro with both 
indoor and outdoor seat-
ing has an atmosphere 
that encourages relax-
ation. Bistro tables and 
chairs line the outside 
along with two Adiron-
dack lounge chairs fac-
ing the street.  

Alexandra earned her 
degree as a Specialist of 
Restaurant Business in 
Russia and was manag-
ing a similar place like 
this café, which led to 
her to dreaming of hav-
ing her own here in 
the United States. Her 

dream became reality in 
March of 2017 as Poesie 
Cafe, an affordable place 
with great coffee-based 
drinks, delicious des-
serts and fresh squeezed 
juices. Rodionova later 
decided to incorporate 
a full breakfast menu, 
including poached eggs, 
omelets, oatmeal and 
Greek yogurt with fresh 
fruits and berries; along 
with some lunch items, 
like salads and healthy 
French sandwiches 
called tartines.

She and her husband 
have mixed their Rus-
sian and Indian cultures 
into cooking, experi-
menting with flavors. 
“It is difficult to stick 
to a specific type of cui-
sine,” said Rodionova. 
“We just cook what we 
like, what is tasty and 
definitely healthy. That 
is the main criteria. Un-
fortunately, many food 
industries are concen-

trated on serving cheap 
and often unhealthy food 
with the purpose of get-
ting maximum profit. 
We try to think about a 
healthy and beneficial 
side of nutrition and pro-
vide it with an affordable 
price.” 

Rodionova saw a food 
industry moving for-
ward where customers 
are health conscious and 
value quality food.  She 
talked about a special 
style of cooking known 
as Sous Vide, a French 
method of slow-cooking 
on a low temperature, 
storing the food in an 
air tightened vacuumed 
bag with spices and 
oil/butter into a water 
bath, which is similar to 
steaming, but different 
because of its elevation 
in rich flavor. 

“Sous Vide is very 
popular in Europe,” said 
Rodionova.  “Many Mi-
chelen star restaurants 

are using this method 
in their culinary. It was 
invented in 1970, prob-
ably as a modern way 
of cooking food slowly 
in its own juice like our 
grandmothers would 
cook food underground 
or in the clay ovens 
where the meal would 
stay hours or days at the 
low heat temperature.  
Nowadays it’s extreme-
ly popular for people 
who take care of their 
health.” Rodionova said 
that this method of cook-
ing helps to save all the 
vitamins and opens the 
brightest sides of flavor.  
“It is impossible to over 
or undercook because of 
the newest software that 
controls temperature 
and timing of cooking. 
Your steak, for instance, 
comes out exactly medi-
um rare or medium well. 
Its healthy, it’s safe and 
it’s delicious.” 

Rodionova said that 

customers love their 
fresh juices and protein 
shakes due to the area 
being concentrated with 
different gyms, dance/

yoga studios and vari-
ous sport centers. “In 
the morning, fresh crois-
sants and Danishes from 

Poesie Café offers more than 
just food in Forest Hills

Owner Alexandra Rodionova displays one of the tartines. 
 Photo by Merle Exit

Continued on Page 42
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
July 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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the famous ‘Balthazar’ 
are desirable favorites.”

Herbal teas are of-
fered via a French press 
placed at your table in-
cluding a tea that fea-
tures the taste of berries 
imported from Russia. 

“In eastern Europe this 
tree is very common. 
My grandma used to 
ask me to go to our yard 
and collect some berries. 
The berries would grow 
with sharp needles in 
between and would al-
ways poke my fingers. 
They are tiny and very 
juicy, however with a big 
seed which makes the 

actual berry impossible 
to enjoy. These berries 
can be frozen and lately 
used for drinks, teas and 
juices as immune sys-
tem boosters, as well as 
a remedy for arthritis, 
diabetes, eczema, high 
blood pressure and many 
more.” She said that their 
guests enjoy this freshly 
brewed tea not only as 

a healthy item on the 
menu but also a hearty 
drink for both cold and 
hot weather.

Rodionova has made 
further use of the res-
taurant for activities 
and entertainment. 
“We are having kids 
art classes during June 
and planning to contin-
ue with some kids pro-

grams for the rest of the 
summer. Parents feel 
very appreciative that 
we doing something 
like this for the commu-
nity. Early age kids (1-7 
years old) learn about 
art and do art them-
selves. And a lot of par-
ents get pleasantly sur-
prised how their kids 
act and perform during 

art classes. So it’s a big 
plus for everybody.” 

In addition, Poesie 
Café has planned some 
entertainment for adults 
to include live music, 
paint workshops, essen-
tial oil workshops and 
book presentations. 

Poesie Café is located 
at 102-10 Metropolitan 
Ave. in Forest Hills. 

Continued from Page 40 

Poesie

ment,” according to Sirois, who 
described the production as 
“very meta-theatrical in that 
the characters, although still 
completely invested in their 
individual pursuits, are aware 
they are in a play and being 
watched.” 

“’The Seagull’ is a classic 
story about love, loss, fame, 
longing, and the creation of 
art. The original play is rife 
with subtext, so there is some-
thing very exciting about set-
ting the new production in a 
modern world where the char-
acters pretty much say every-
thing they feel.,” she said. 
“The expletive, I think, speaks 
less to anger specifically, and 

more to the intensity and raw-
ness of all the emotions these 
characters are battling.”

Unlike most plays out there, 
“Birds” lends itself to an im-
mersive relationship with the 
audience and is therefore a 
perfect piece for a warehouse 
turned art gallery.

“This is a play that, in 
many ways, doesn’t want to 
be confined to a stage,” Sirois 
said.

Allison Threadgold is 
the powerhouse behind this 
production. She brought the 
script to Sirois about a year 
ago, who immediately signed 
on as artistic co-producer and 
accepted the role of Nina.

“It’s rare to find people who 
are so dedicated to making 
exciting theatre happen. I feel 
very lucky to be working along-

side Allison,” Sirois  said.
The cast features Olivier 

Renaud (Cirque Du Soleil), Jay 
William Thomas (”Demen-
tia 13”), Astoria-based actors 
Mary Ruth Baggott (“Bro-
kers”) and Sirois (“Broad Com-
edy”), as well as David Leeper 
(“At The Flash”), Threadgold 
(“Tomorrow In The Battle”) 
And Donal Brophy (“Sleep No 
More”).

Art designer Paola Mar-
tinez Fittere is also based in 
Queens and has a solo exhibi-
tion in the gallery, titled “Mine 
All Mine.”

Stripped Scripts has been 
producing a monthly reading 
series at Plaxall ever since the 
space was first donated to LIC-
A in October 2016. This series 
consists of unrehearsed read-
ings of original plays, in front 

of a public audience.
Once a year, Stripped 

Scripts presents a fully staged 
production. This past Septem-
ber, they used LIC-A’s space at 
the gallery to rehearse Kieron 
Barry’s “Tomorrow in The 
Battle,” which premiered in 
New York City as an Ars Nova 
Fling. In January, Stripped 
Scripts officially became an 
Artistic Company in Resi-
dence at LIC-A.

Sirois said it seemed fitting 
that their next full-scale pro-
duction should take place at 
Plaxall. She is currently in the 
process of writing a two-per-
son show with Dirt [contained] 
Theatre Company (who pro-
duced ‘Garden of Delights’ last 
year at Plaxall), titled “Crush-
ing Baby Animals.” 

“The concept for the show 

was born out of the realization 
that my company partner (Ma-
ria Swisher) and I had been 
having the same recurring 
nightmare our entire lives. 
Naturally, we felt an immedi-
ate need to make a show about 
it,” Sirois said.

Sirois said she is also tak-
ing a whack at co-curating an 
upcoming LIC-A members’ ex-
hibition called “Yours and Al-
ways, Only Yours,” with artist 
Sharon Taylor. It is inspired 
by “Stupid F--king Birds,” and 
will be on view at Plaxall from 
July 5 through Aug. 5. 

Stripped Scripts’ monthly 
readings are always free and 
open to the public. The next 
reading is set for August 20. 

Tickets for the play are 
available at  www.stripped-
scripts.com . 

Continued from Page 39 

Plaxall

R i s t o r a n t eI t a l i a n
M A G N A

Flushing’s Hidden Gem 
Reasonably Priced

Enjoy Homemade Fresh Food, 
Complimentary Homemade Dessert

and Free Parking up to 2 hours
After 5pm
Join us at 

35-25 FARRINGTON STREET 
BY MARCO HOTEL

Located 1 block from Main Street off Northern Blvd 
Dining hours 6:30am - 10:00pm

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
closed Monday for Lunch & Dinner 

718-445-3352

by Tony Pecora

R a t e d  # 2 
o f  5 8 9  R e s t a u r a n t s 
i n  F l u s h i n g , Q u e e n s 

B y T r i p a d v i s o r
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Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and picnics for

an evening of community fun! Bayside Historical

Society is hosting an Independence Day Celebration 

with a free concert and fireworks display by Grucci 

in Fort Totten Park sponsored by Councilmember 

Paul A. Vallone, Queens Borough President

Melinda Katz, and Dime Community Bank.

Admittance will begin at 5:00pm

Music from 6:00-9:00

Fireworks display begins at 9:15pm

Location:Fort Totten Park, Cross Island Pathway & 

Totten Avenue/212th Street, Bayside, NY 11359

Visit
baysidehistorical.org/fireworks
for complete information!

  Live Musical Perfomances

Food & Beverage Vending Trucks

Free Parking & Shuttle Buses

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the 

New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

in partnership with the City Council.

Independence Day
Celebration

Wednesday, June 27, 2018
at Fort Totten Park

“Our audience of Hai-
tians and friends are 
happy that people care 
and that there are sym-
posiums about these sub-
jects,” said Brintle. “For 
a lot, they’re hearing 
about a particular issue 
for the first time.” 

This year’s “Le 
Champs-de-Mars: A 
Public Sector to be Pre-
served Absolutely,” held 
on June 3, focused on an 
area of Port-au-Prince 
that is a series of down-
town parks split by wide 
boulevards, almost like 
the Washington Mall in 
function.   

Found there are stat-
ues of Haiti’s founding 
fathers: Toussaint Lou-
verture, Jean-Jacques 
Dessalines on horseback, 
Alexander Petion, and 
Henri Christophe, collec-
tively known as Place des 
Héros de l’Independence  
(Place of the Heroes of 
Independence). It is also 
where the wonderful his-
tory museum Musee du 
Pantheon National Hai-

tien is located  and the 
site of the destroyed-by-
earthquake demolished  
National Palace.

Artist and author 
George Patrick Gaspard 
spoke of how in his grow-
ing-up years Le Champs 
de Mars (Chanmas, in 
Haitian Creole) existed 
as a Sunday park of walk-
ing, congregating, chil-
dren riding bicycles and 
breathing fresh air.  

During the afternoon, 
Haitian authors Gaspard 
and Eddy Mesidor, carica-
turist Castro Desroches, 
and poet Janie Bogart sold 
and signed their books. 

A last minute cancella-
tion of scheduled speaker 
Patrick Durandis, Haiti’s 
Director General of the 
Institute of Saving the Na-
tional Patrimony ISPAN, 
disappointed attendees 
but the show went on.  

The program became 
a panel and general dis-
cussion with attendees 
adding their opinions of 
what needs to be done 
to restore the area to its 
former stature in Haiti’s 
urban life. Preservation 
is not fostered in the 
population of Haiti, says 
Brintle, on the need for 
education in this regard.

Continued from Page 35 

Haiti

(Top) Gina Samson’s rendition of the iconic statue in the Le Champs de Mars—Neg Mawon,  
a bronze statue of a runaway/unknown slave  calling to freedom. (Bottom) Francois Ricles 
Gracia's painting of students studying by street lamp in the iconomic downtown plaza. 
 Photos by Tequila Minsky

Adding humor to writing, caricaturist and author Castro 
Desroches holds up some of the books he was signing. 
 Photo by Tequila Minsky



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 22–28, 201844    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

juan. “I know personally off-
hand that medical coverage 
doesn’t pay everything.”

While giving a copy of 
her book to the doctors who 
treated her mother, she met 
a cancer patient who intend-
ed to take the bus home af-
ter hours of medical care at 
Monter, which is located at 
450 Lakeville Road, and of-
fered her help to get back. 

“I went to my mother’s 
doctor and took her a book,” 
said Dajuan. “I saw a pa-
tient there alone and I went 
and sat to talk to her. I gave 

her some money so that 
she can get coconut water 
for her electrolytes... and I 
gave her my book and she 
said it lifted her spirits.” 

Writing the book was not 
an easy task for Dajuan, but 
it was therapeutic for her. 

“The reason I wrote the 
book was because it was 
a traumatic experience,” 
said Dajuan. “I had a hard 
time dealing with the loss 
of my mom, but when she 
was sick she always had 
someone with her.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

cording to the city agency.
About 2,500 of Pa-

tel’s 6,000 petition signa-
ture were collected from 
Queensbridge Houses.

While Patel, a first-gen-
eration American, in a NY1 
televised debate advocated 
for the defunding of ICE to 
protect the immigrant com-
munities from widespread 
deportation, Maloney re-
sponded to the this view 
by saying the energy and 
authority of ICE should be 
overhauled.

“ We [The Women’s Cau-
cus] have a bill in to reorga-
nize ICE and redirect it to 
helping people, not deport-
ing people,” Maloney said. 
“But you do need a Border 
Patrol and ICE does combat 
sex trafficking, drugs and 
guns at the border, which 
are important things to do. 
But we need comprehensive 
immigration reform.”

Maloney is looking to 
help pass a Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arriv-
als measure in the House. 
More than 700,000 young 
people remain in the coun-
try under DACA, a pro-
gram introduced by former 
President Barack Obama 
which allowed them to go to 
college and apply for work 
permits after having been 
brought here illegally as 
children.

The congresswoman is 
also involved in putting to-
gether a hearing about the 
separation of children from 
families while crossing the 
Mexican border into the 
United States.

Patel attended Stanford 
University, Cambridge Uni-

versity and NYU, and rep-
resented immigrants as an 
attorney with ACLU after 
\President Donald Trump 
issued a ban on travel from 
seven predominantly Mus-
lim countries by executive 
order.

Patel wants to set a dif-
ferent tone for scientific 
knowledge than his op-
ponent who for some time 
questioned whether or not 
vaccines could cause au-
tism, which he believes lent 
credence to the same kind 
of science denial which has 
led some of the public to 
disregard climate change 
science.

The Democratic primary 
is June 26.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

overdue reforms. I have also 
introduced legislation, the 
Investor Choice Against Gun 
Proliferation Act, to require 
public companies to disclose 
their relationship with the 
gun industry.”

Immigration is one of the 
top three priorities for both 
Choudhury and Meeks. 

Choudhury is a Bengali 
immigrant who came to the 
United States in 1997.  He 
works as a technology man-
ager for Northwell Health, 
a collection of health-care 
facilities, is a community 
activist who lives in Bel-
lerose, one of the neighbor-
hoods  a few miles outside of 
the district and is a business 
owner. 

The U.S. Constitution 
only requires congressional 
candidates to be at least 25-
years-old, and to have been 
a U.S. citizen and a resident 
of the state you represent for 
seven years. 

Choudhury wants to legal-
ize Dreamers, undocument-
ed young people brought 
to this country illegally as 
children. 

“I plan support Dream-
ers,” said Choudhury. “We 
need to introduce legislation 
to curtail the power of the ex-
ecutive administration.”

Meeks also wants to fight 
for Dreamers and has joined 
an amicus brief to oppose 
the legal status question pro-
posed in the 2020 census.

Outside of their shared 
goal of advocating for im-
migrants, Choudhury be-
lieves that Meeks is out of 
touch with his constituents 
and that the other main is-
sues that should be focused 
on in southeast Queens, the 
Rockaway Peninsula and the 
Nassau County towns that 
border Queens are jobs and 
affordable housing. 

“My opponent, current 
Congressman Gregory 
Meeks, has been in office 
for 20 years but has not done 
much,” said Choudhury. “His 
office never returns phone 
calls and does not provide 
constituency services.”

Achille is the son of Hai-
tian immigrants and lives 
in Elmont.  He also believes 
Meeks is detached from his 
constituents and the main 
problems facing the district 
are the lack of quality jobs 
and affordable housing. 

“Millenials are some of 
the highest educated individ-
uals in history and it is real 
difficult for them to find jobs 

after college,” said Achille. 
“They can’t afford a simple 
place to live and that is un-
fair to us as people who live 
in this district.” 

Choudhury has 18 years 
of experience working as an 
information specialist for 
Fortune 500 companies like 
Verizon, and is the owner 
of the Mirch restaurant in 
Jamaica. 

The national unemploy-
ment rate is 3.8 percent, 
according to the National 
Conference of State Legisla-
tures, but in Meeks’ district 
it is nearly 8.2 percent said 
Choudhury. The Census 
also depicts the unemploy-
ment rate for the area at 8.2 
percent. 

“I propose a tech-hub with 
a vocational training insti-
tute to create 1,000-plus jobs 
and focus on our youths and 
their future for economic 
and social prosperity and 
mobility,” said Choudhury, 
who wants the tech incubator 
to be in Jamaica. 

Achille believes that rede-
veloping  the Hempstead Av-
enue corridor from Jamaica 
Avenue in Queens to Frank-
lin Square in Nassau County 
is necessary to for the area’s 
economy. 

“We want the businesses 
to fit,” said Achille. “We 
want the type of businesses 
that are there to be some-
thing that draw people in 
and make them want to come 
live in the district and make 
it f lourish,” added the former 
vice president of the Elmont 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Choudhury wants more 
affordable housing and rent-
al units to be built in the dis-
trict, more senior centers for 
the elderly, more access to 
loans for working families, 
and he wants to close the 
HUD budget gap. 

Achille wants to see af-
fordable housing built in 

Queens and Nassau County. 
“I would love to see hous-

ing in Far Rockaway — Far 
Rockaway is a gem,” said 
Achille. “There are parts 
of Far Rockaway that are 
dilapidated and run down 
that could use an economic 
boost.”

Achille also wants an in-
crease investment for trans-
portation in the district and 
to reduce pollution and noise 
pollution from John F. Ken-
nedy Airport.

Meeks maintains that he 
is the best candidate in this 
three-way race. 

“My tenure in Congress 
has given me a substantial 
voice in Washington, D.C., 
to argue for the things that 
matter for my district, our 
state, and the United States 
of America,” said Meeks. 

Choudhury believes his 
ideas to help the 5th Congres-
sional District will help him 
win. 

“Carl Achille is relatively 
a novice at politics, a police 
officer and war veteran. He 
has not laid out his vision for 
CD 5 and does not have the 
plan to turn CD 5 around,” 
said Choudhury. 

Achille, 34, has has lived 
in the district since he was 
three days old and has fam-
ily is spread out through it, 
and he said his familiarity 
with both the Queens and 
Nassau County sides will 
give him the edge in this 
race. 

“I am no stranger to this 
district,” said Achille “I’m 
not some outsider trying to 
see an opportunity and take 
it…I’ve lived here longer 
than any of the candidates 
and it makes me the most ac-
quainted with it.”

  
Reach reporter Naeisha 

Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 8 

5th District

Meeks, a 20-year incumbent in his district has two challenegers in the 
Democratic primary in Mizan Choudhury and Carl Achille.

Photo by Nat Valentine

Continued from Page 8 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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plan twice and Community 
Board 2 voted against the 
proposal by a vote of 27-8 ear-
lier this month. 

“I reject the vilification 
of cyclists and I believe bike 
lanes make the streets safer 
for everyone -- cyclists, mo-
torists and pedestrians,” 
Van Bramer said. “Many 
residents in the community, 
new and old, believe the pro-
posed safety improvements 
would be a welcome addi-
tion. We are a community of 
neighbors -- and everyone’s 
opinions matters -- whether 
you’ve been here six months 
or 60 years. But the DOT’s 
plan, while changed a few 
times, still failed to gain 
enough support among resi-
dents, community institu-
tions, elected officials and 
Community Board 2.”

Now the neighborhood 
awaits the city’s next move. 
On his weekly radio inter-
view on WNYC last week, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said, “I 
have no problem saying when 
we’ve come to the judgment 
that it’s about safety, that 
even if there is opposition or 

concern, we’re going to make 
that judgment in the name of 
protecting lives.”

Van Bramer remains com-
mitted to what he said as he 
stood next to Reyes’ widow, 
a protected bike lane on 43rd 
Avenue.

“But I don’t believe we can 
move forward with this DOT 
plan at this time. I urge all 
of us to listen to each other, 
respect our differing view-
points and, above all else, put 
the safety of each other first,” 
Van Bramer said. “The quest 
for safer streets must con-
tinue and what has emerged 
from this process is appar-
ent near unanimity among 
opponents of this plan for a 
protected bike lane on North-
ern Boulevard in CB2. That’s 
some progress, but I hope we 
can continue to do more to 
build even more support for 
comprehensive street safety 
measures, including protect-
ed bike lanes.”

The DOT looked at the op-
tion of a two-way protected 
bike lane on 43rd Avenue 
only, but they determined 
that this alternative would 
not work for several reason.

“Adding another direc-
tion of bike traffic on 43rd 
Avenue would increase the 

number of conflict points be-
tween drivers, cyclists and 
pedestrians, who would not 
expect to see cyclists coming 
in the opposite direction” a 
DOT spokesman said. ““In 
order to make the space for 
a two-way path, a travel lane 
would have to be removed 
for the majority of the corri-
dor and signal timing would 
have to be modified to in-
clude dedicated turn phases, 
resulting in increased time 
delays.”

The alternate design 
would switch all of the park-
ing burden from Skillman 
Avenue to 43rd Avenue, 
meaning there would likely 
be just as much parking loss.

“Finally, if we were to re-
move Skillman Avenue from 
the project, there would be 
no traffic calming elements 
along that corridor, includ-
ing the shortened pedestrian 
crossings that are part of the 
current proposal — traffic 
calming elements that the 
community has requested 
from DOT for several years,” 
the spokesman said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

eter, according to the DDC. 
Older storm pipes were eight 
to 12 inches in diameter and 
most of the sanitary pipes 
were eight to 15 inches in di-
ameter. The roads above the 
pipes and fire hydrants will 
also be upgraded.

“As long as we are digging 
up these streets and putting 
in new pipes, we want to put 
in adequately sized pipes. 
It doesn’t make sense to re-

place them with the same 
size in every location.” said 
Michaels, and “when you 
do street reconstruction up 
top to improve storm water 
drainage, you also want to 
do the infrastructure under-
neath, too, because you don’t 
want to pave the street and 
rebuild the street and want 
to come back a year later to 
replace something under-
neath the street and dig it up 
again.”

“This is all beneficial to 
the citizens of the city of New 
York,” said Diaz. “Me person-
ally, I appreciate this.”

Health partners, which in-
cludes more than 160 com-
munity-based organizations, 
hospitals, physician practic-
es, pharmacies, behavioral 
health practitioners and oth-
ers. OneCity Health encour-
aged partners to collaborate 
and submit joint applications, 
ultimately receiving 41 appli-
cations from 55 partners,

“Congratulations to our 
partners for submitting 
creative ideas that cover a 

range of topics, from opioid 
dependency to improving 
connections to care. Their in-
novations will help improve 
the health of our patient,” 
OneCity Health CEO Israel 
Rocha said. “These innova-
tive solutions help to bridge 
a gap to a value-based pay-
ment environment, and the 
collaborations between our 
community partners demon-
strate a holistic approach to 
creating an integrated deliv-
ery system. We look forward 
to helping to foster these pro-
grams over the next year and 
seeing their results.”

he needed to have the build-
ings demolished.

“In short, Wolkoff’s ratio-
nales did not make any sense 
and were not credible. Clear-
ly he wasn’t doing the artists 
any favors,” Block wrote. “I 
had observed his demeanor 
on the witness stand and 
his persistent refusal to di-
rectly answer the questions 
posed to him by me and un-
der cross-examination. I did 
not believe him. Moreover, 
it simply stuck in my craw 
that I was misled that the 
demolition of the buildings 
was imminent when there 
was not even an applica-
tion for a demolition per-
mit extant. I was appalled 
at this conscious material 
misrepresentation.”

Wolkoff could not be 
reached for comment before 
press time.

Block ruled in favor of 
the 5Pointz artists following 
a three-week trial in federal 
court in November with the 
jury finding Wolkoff had 
violated the federal Visual 
Artists Rights Act, which 
was enacted in 1990.  The law 
granted artists the rights to 

prevent intentional modifica-
tion of their visual artworks 
and the destruction or muti-
lation of artworks “of a recog-
nized stature.” It was the first 
time VARA had been used to 
protect aerosol artwork.

The case will now head to 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Second Circuit and the 
two parties have  yet to sub-
mit briefs in the appeal. 

In his conclusion, Block 
took a final shot at Wolkoff 
and his company.

“I note that I have discov-
ered one additional fact sup-
porting my finding under 
the statutory factors that 
Wolkoff and G&M Realty 
continue to profit from the 
destruction of 5Pointz: G&M 
Realty’s attempt to secure 
the trademark in the brand 
name ‘5Pointz,’ of which the 
court takes judicial notice,” 
he wrote. “Wolkoff knew that 
this application had been 
made at the time of the trial. 
This is further evidence of 
his deceptiveness since he 
claimed to have ‘no knowl-
edge’ of efforts to brand his 
new luxury condos with the 
5Pointz logo.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

miles of lead-based paint.
“It’s not just a repaint-

ing, we’re actually going to 
be doing some pretty sub-
stantial structural repairs 
at the same time, and this 
will see this critical struc-
ture for the 7 line — this 
critical structure within 
the wonderful borough of 
Queens — this will see that 
stricture made good and 
cared for decades to come,” 
he added.

Joining Byford at the 
Tuesday news conference 
in front of the 74th Street 
- Jackson Heights station 
was U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
and City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights).

“For years our commu-
nity has sought to address 
the lead paint peeling from 
the 7 line tracks which 
pose a severe health risk 
to our families,” Crowley 
said. “The project we’re an-
nouncing today will priori-
tize addressing this health 
risk. I just want to say as 
well, I think aside from the 
health risk, there’s also 

an aesthetic issue here as 
well... We’re proud of the 7 
line and what it has done to 
accomplish for the people of 
our borough and our city, 
but it needs love and care 
and attention, and for too 
long it’s been neglected.”

A report published by 
the District 9 International 
Union of Painters and Al-
lied Trades in early 2017 
showed the paint on the No. 
7 tracks contained 224,000 
parts per million of lead 
paint, more than 40 times 
the 5,000 parts per million 
legal threshold.

“It’s been years of ne-
glect that we have had to 
endure here in this com-
munity,” Dromm said, in-
dicating the appearance 
as well as the health risks 
associated with the trestle. 
“We have worked with a 
whole host of people within 
this community to make 
this happen and finally it 
is becoming a reality.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) passed 
legislation signed by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo in Decem-
ber 2017 requiring the MTA 
to address the issue as part 
of any work that takes 
place on the tracks.

The repainting project 
begins in July and has a 

two-year completion date 
that will bring the tracks 
one step closer to modern-
ization alongside the in-
stallation of communica-
tion-base train control, the 
digital technology slated to 
replace the current analog 
system with components 
dating back to the con-
struction of the track in 
1917.

CBTC has shown the 
ability to increase service 
on train lines by about 30 
to 36 trains per hour de-
pending on the number of 
available trains and stor-
age capacity, according to 
Byford.

Three coats of paint 
will be applied that Byford 
claimed would last decades 
and the work will take place 
in phases along different 
lengths of track to limit the 
impact on commuters.

 Crowley repeated the 
phrase a couple times dur-
ing the news conference 
“short-term pain, long-
term gain,” indicating that 
commuter should brace for 
limited service during the 
two-year work period.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260 –4564.
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Sports Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

If you’re a Mets fan, 
you’ve surely heard the ru-
mors that the team may lis-
ten to trade offers for start-
ing pitcher Jacob deGrom. 
Rather than look to trade 
him, the Mets should look to 
extend their ace and make 
him the face of the franchise 
for years to come. 

A move like that would 
give deGrom a vote of con-
fidence and show the other 
players on the roster that 
superb performance will be 
rewarded. But in Queens, 
that’s easier said than done. 

The Wilpons — who own 

the club — are not known for 
their extravagant spending 
habits and deGrom isn’t set 
to be a free agent until after 
the 2020 season. However, he 
was paid close to the MLB 
minimum from 2014-2016 
before making $4.05 million 
in 2017 and $7.4M in 2018. 
He will also get significant 
raises in arbitration the 
next two seasons that could 
push his salary close to $20 
million by 2020. 

Assuming the club de-
cides not to trade him this 
season, the Mets’ ace is going 

The Mets would be wise to keep Jacob deGrom around rather than 
trade him this season. AP

BY ROBERT COLE

Although the middle school 
athletes from George J. Ryan 
MS 216 in Fresh Meadows fell 
short of their goal to capture 
the citywide middle school 
basketball championship tro-
phy, the smiles that broke out 
on their faces as they received 
their runner-up medals and 
trophy revealed that they are 
CHAMPS.  

CHAMPS, which is an acro-
nym for “Cooperative, Healthy, 
Active, Motivated, Positive, 
Students,” has served middle 
school athletes throughout 
the city for 15 years, offering 
a variety of athletic activities 
throughout the academic year.

“The goal of the program 
is to provide opportunities 
for all middle school students 
to participate in before and 
after school sports programs 
regardless of their athletic 
ability,” CHAMPS coordinator 
and basketball commissioner 
Alan Semel said. “It’s great 
that middle school students 
have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in sports and life-time 
fitness, it gives them a chance 
to participate in competitive 
basketball that teaches them a 
lot and prepares them for high 
school.”

The Ryan MS 216 team 
came into the game with high 
hopes after winning its semifi-
nal game on Thursday, which 
put them into their first cham-
pionship game. But they ran 
into a tough, athletic IS 323 

team from Brooklyn that also 
had their eyes on the champi-
onship prize.  

The boys from Ryan could 
not overcome some champion-
ship nerves and early pressure 
from the Brooklynites, and ul-
timately lost 49-39 contest.

The defensive pressure 
from IS 323 led to five steals in 

the first quarter, which turned 
into to seven points. Mean-
while, the Brooklyn defense 
held the Ryan offense to two 
points, scored by the team’s 
leading scorer Kelyn Sanches, 
who finished with 11 points. 
The Brooklyn champs fed off 
the energy of their defense and 

MS 216’s Mohammal Shah (l.) battles for a rebound during the CHAMPS 
boys championship game against Brooklyn’s IS 323 at St. Francis 
College. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49

Mets should try to extend 
deGrom, not trade him

MS 216 battles in loss
Queens middle school fi ghts hard in CHAMPS fi nal

Zach 
Gewelb
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Jiu-jitsu fever at York College
PHOTOS BY NAT VALENTINE

The not-so-gentle art of jiu-jitsu stages its latest championship tournament at York College last weekend with more than 
60 matches.

There are so many fighters at the tournament that the promoters, KASAI Elite Grappling Championships, stage four 
matches at a time — one in each cormer of the college gym.

The art of jiu-jitsu — one of the oldest forms of combat 
without the use of weapons — is based on the simple idea 
that fighters take what their opponents give them.

As the basis of modern martial arts, jiu-jitsu is seeing a serious 
splke of interest among both athletes and spectators.

The sport has two forms: “gi, “ where compeitiors wear 
the traditional outfits and grabbing clothes is permitted 
and “non gi,” where fighters wear T-shirts and shorts and 
must work using only the opponent’s body.

The winner of this match has left his opponent ex-
hausted with his uniform nearly torn off. 



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 22–28, 2018 49  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

��� ���� �	
 ��

�� ������
��� 

�������	
��	�

�������

�
����
� ���� �� EmpireStateRide.com

� ����� ������
� �
�
����� ���� ���
 
��
����
 ���	 ��
 �������� �! "#$ %�#%"�& 

Who says cycling is a low-impact sport? 

to get paid a hefty salary the 
next two years anyway, so the 
team should look to extend 
him now before his salary 
rises through arbitration. 

He is clearly the best play-
er on the team — he’s been 
healthier and more consis-
tent that Noah Syndergaard 
and Yoenis Cespedes — and 
has proven to be a great club-
house guy, too. Those are the 
players that should be locked 
up long term. It’s easy for 
the media and fans to argue 
that as the Mets continue 
to struggle in 2018, the club 
should trade off their best 
players in an effort to re-
plenish a weak farm system 
and kick off a rebuilding ef-
fort. And they wouldn’t be 
completely wrong in think-
ing that. 

But deGrom, 30, should be 
the one player the Mets hold 
on to. They can trade some of 
their other veterans like As-
drubal Cabrera, Jay Bruce, 
Todd Frazier and Jeurys Fa-
milia. But not deGrom, who 
is currently the best pitcher 
in baseball. 

The righty has pitched to 

a 5-2 record and a 1.51 ERA — 
the best mark in the league 
among qualified starters — 
in his first 15 starts of the 
season. He’s walked just 24 
batters and struck out 120 in 
95.1 innings pitched. 

While deGrom would 
fetch a ton in a trade, he is 
more valuable to the Mets if 
he’s pitching every fifth day. 
The need him to lead their 
staff and to try and pitch 
the club back into playoff 
contention. And if the Mets 
crash and burn this year, 
they can always trade him in 
the offseason, when he’d still 
be the best available starter 
and have two full seasons of 
control. 

His age makes it diffi-
cult to peg just what kind of 
extension the Mets should 
offer. But a five-year, $100 
million would be a great 
starting point. It’s clear de-
Grom is a legitimate ace and 
he deserves to be paid like 
one. The Mets should hold on 
to him this season and look 
to lock him up sooner rather 
than later. He’s too valuable 
to let go. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

exploded on the other end of the 
court, draining three three-
point baskets and closing the 
first quarter with three dunks 
by Diovion Famikinde to take 
a 22-2 lead into the second.

Ryan eventually settled into 
the game behind the play of 
their center Mohammal Shah, 
who finished the game with 10 
points. But the Queens champs 
still trailed 30-12 at the half.

Despite the deficit, the Ryan 
players stayed together and 
continued to fight, eventually 
cutting the deficit to 45-37 in 
the fourth quarter, after Kelyn 
Sanches drained a jumper.

“It was a slow start, but I 
am really proud of how the 
team fought back, they did 
not give up, they kept grind-
ing it out to cut the lead to 
eight points, from being down 
22, and they gave themselves 
a chance,” Ryan coach Paul 
Vigoda said.

Vigoda instructed his team 
to foul on the defensive end of 
the court in an effort to keep IS 
323 from running out the clock, 
but they could not complete the 
comeback and were handed a 
hard-fought 49-39 defeat.

Continued from Page 47 

Hoops

MS 216 coaches and players are joined by some fans to pose with the 
runner-up trophy. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from Page 47 

Mets

“We all did an amazing job 
over the past two years, and I 
hope everyone does well in the 
future,” said Sanches, who ex-
pects to be a team leader next 
year as an eight-grader.”

Despite the loss, Vigoda 
said he could not be happier 

with his team’s effort.
“I have been doing this for 

15 years now. We went to the 
final four in 2016 and this was 
my first time in the finals. I 
could not be more proud of the 
team. They did a great job,” he 
said.
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