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Queens residents turned 

out by the hundreds Mon-
day night to march against 
the White House policy of 
separating undocumented 
children from their families 
and detaining them in spe-
cialized facilities.

The march, organized 
by City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
started at St. Sebastian’s Ro-
man Catholic Church at 58-
02 Roosevelt Ave. in Wood-
side and ended at Noonan 
Playground in Sunnyside.

Signs advocated keep-
ing families together while 
promoting #QueensValues. 
Many in the march spoke 
English as a second lan-
guage.

“Despite what President 
Trump would say, we know 
that immigrants are wel-
come here in Queens, refu-
gees are welcome here and 

families belong together” 
Van Bramer said. “I’m sure 
like me, all of you were 
horrified by the images 
of children being ripped 
away from their mothers 
and their families and be-
ing sent away and detained 
thousands of miles in some 
cases from the very parents 
they need to be with. We 
have a president who talks 
about immigrants infest-
ing our country, invading 
our country. He is a racist. 
He hates immigrants and 
he must not get away with 
this.”

At the march were repre-
sentatives from SEIU 32BJ, 
Make the Road NY, Emerald 
Isle Immigration Center, 
Woodside on the Move, Ja-
cob Riis Settlement House, 
a number of Girl Scouts 
from the area and state As-
semblyman Brian Barnwell 
(D-Maspeth).

Continued on Page 38
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BY MARK HALLUM

Latina women running for 
office in Queens have been 
inspired by the stunning vic-
tory of newcomer Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez over 10-term 
veteran U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
in Tuesday’s primary with all 
its national implications

Crowley, chairman of the 
House Democratic Caucus and 
the fourth most powerful Dem-
ocrat in the Congress, was 
unseated by the 28-year-old 

grassroots activist from the 
Bronx who was waiting tables 
just eight months prior to her 
victory.  He was considered a 
likely contender for speaker 
of the House if the Democrats 
wrested control in November.

With 98 percent of the pre-
cincts counted, Ocasio-Cortez 
commanded 57.5 percent of the 
vote to 42.5 percent for Crow-
ley in his district, which cov-
ers western Queens and the 
Bronx, according to unofficial 
results from NY1.

Jessica Ramos, who is chal-

lenging state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) in the Sept. 
13 state primary, called Crow-
ley’s defeat “a resounding vic-
tory for progressive women in 
Queens.”

“To incumbent Democrats 
who put wealthy donors over 
working families: You are 
on officially on notice,” Ra-
mos said. “From Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez to Dana Balter 
to Liuba Grechen Shirley, pro-
gressive women triumphed 
because New Yorkers want 

Continued on Page 40
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Up to 300 people in Woodside called on the White House to end the policy 
of separating undocumented children from their families. 
 Photo by Mark Hallum

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley flashes a smile at the PS 229 polling site in Maspeth hours before learning he was 
upset by Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez in the Democratic primary. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
The city Department of 

Parks and Recreation cut 
the ribbon on a face-lift for 
Louis Simeone Park in Co-
rona last week.

The $3 million allocated 
to the community space 
paid for not only new pave-
ment and exercise equip-
ment, but also drainage 
infrastructure to intercept 
stormwater run-off from 
the streets.

Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell Silver and City 
Councilman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
celebrated the completion 
of the work, which started 
in November 2016 and was 
finished in January.

“The reconstruction of 
Louis Simeone Park trans-
formed a passive area of 
the park into a community 
gathering space that ac-
commodates users of all 
ages and interests,” Silver 
said at the June 19 ribbon 
cutting ceremony. “With 
input from the neighbor-
hood, we’ve completely rei-
magined this space and we 

can’t wait to see everyone 
enjoy it this summer.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio al-
located $2.2 million for the 
project, which also received 
funds from Parks Without 
Borders — a department 
initiative that works to 
make greenspaces more 
welcoming with more aes-
thetically appealing outer 
appearances — and from 
the City Council.

“Louis Simeone Park 
provides an invaluable 
place for our community, 
where parents can make 
memories with their chil-
dren and residents can take 
their pick of the amenities 
— whether it’s working out 
or relaxing,” Moya said. “In 
a city that can be frenetic, 
green spaces like this are 
a welcome reminder that 
sometimes all we need is a 
place to go, take a breath 
and unwind.”

A walking path around 
the edge of the park was 
added, as well as two new 
grassy berms. Adult ex-
ercise equipment was in-
stalled along with a new 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2018 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 

children will be in danger 
and lose their lives after Re-
publican-led lawmakers in 
Albany failed to renew the 
city’s five-year-old School 
Zone Speed Camera program 
before the legislation session 
ended June 20.

”The state Assembly ma-
jority has shown the way 
with their expansion bill,” 
de Blasio said in a statement 
June 21 . “Senate Republicans 
haven’t done their job until 
they pass the bill, which has 
majority support. Our fami-
lies now need the governor to 
do all he can to aid its passage 
and sign it into law. The Sen-
ate must return next week to 
keep our children safe.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-

East Elmhurst), who spon-
sored the bill, said children 
will be in danger traveling 
to and from school come Sep-
tember. 

“With complete indiffer-
ence, Republicans just killed 
a program that saved the 
lives of countless schoolchil-
dren,” Peralta said. “They 
failed our kids and they 
failed our society.”  

The School Zone Speed 
Camera program, set to ex-
pire July 25, has reduced 
speeding by 63 percent and 
lowers pedestrian injuries by 
23 percent at locations where 
they have been installed, ac-
cording to the city Depart-
ment of Transportation. Only 
7 percent of public schools in 
the five boroughs currently 
benefit from the life-saving 
technology. 

Peralta had urged the 
passing of his bill to extend 
the city school zone speed 
camera program, which 
would require adding 150 
monitoring devices to the 
current 140 speed safety cam-
eras operating under a pilot 
program approved in 2013. 

Peralta’s bill would have 
enabled 290 speed cameras 
to operate within a quar-
ter mile from a designated 
school, beginning one hour 
before and running until one 
hour after a school day. The 
devices would also be opera-
tional during student activi-
ties and up to 30 minutes be-
fore and 30 minutes after the 
activities. 

The proposal also called 
for the installation of warn-
ing signs within 300 feet of a 

Lawmakers in Albany failed to expand or extend the city’s school-zone speed camera program before the 
legislative session ended June 20.                     Photo by Albin Lohr-Jones/AP

Speed camera failure Louis Simeone Park 
fl aunts $3M renovation

Children from the community enjoy the new and improved playground at 
Louis Simeone Park in Corona. Photo courtesy of City Parks Department

Continued on Page 38

Lawmakers go home before renewing vital safety measure

Continued on Page 38
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PA, Vaughn College partner on $1.3M scholarship

BY BILL PARRY
 
The Port Authority of New 

York and New Jersey is part-
nering with Vaughn College 
of Aeronautics and Technol-
ogy in East Elmhurst on a 
new $1.3 million scholarship 
program, part of the agency’s 
continuing effort to provide 
opportunities for local com-
munities to share in the eco-
nomic benefits of LaGuardia 
Airport’s massive $8 billion 
reconstruction project. 

The initiative will pro-
vide residents with the op-
portunity to compete for a 
tuition-free college educa-
tion in the aviation field 
as well as the promise of a 
full-time position in Avia-
tion Operations at the Port 
Authority airports upon 
graduation and help the Port 
Authority in filling critical 
managerial positions in the 
years ahead.

Six incoming freshman in 
the 2019-2020 academic year 
will qualify for full, four-

year scholarships. In addi-
tion to qualifying for a posi-
tion with the Port Authority 
upon graduation, scholar-
ship recipients will be of-
fered paid internships at the 
Port Authority airports dur-

ing their summers of their 
enrollment at Vaughn.

“With ongoing redevelop-
ment at LaGuardia, it is crit-
ical that the Port Authority 
continue to invest in talent 
from the surrounding com-

munities to help them take 
part in the opportunities 
that the new LaGuardia Air-
port will present,” Port Au-
thority Executive Director 
Rick Cotton said. “This pro-
gram would not be possible 

without a strong, productive 
partnership between local 
elected officials and the Port 
Authority.”

To be eligible for a schol-
arship, students must live in 
Queens. Preference in the 
application process will be 
given to residents in East 
Elmhurst, Astoria, Corona 
and Willets Point.

Scholarship recipients 
would need to be enrolled 
in any four-year degree pro-
gram at Vaughn  and remain 
enrolled full-time at Vaughn 
College continuously, main-
tain a cumulative minimum 
grade point average of 3.0 
and successfully complete 
Vaughn’s Career Develop-
ment Seminar and partici-
pate in Vaughn’s Leadership 
Academy. 

“We are incredibly ex-
cited about the opportunity 
to partner with the Port 
Authority on the redevelop-
ment scholarship program,” 
Vaughn College President 

The Port Authority and Vaughn College started a new $1.3 million scholarship program to share the economic 
benefits of the LaGuardia Airport redevelopment program right next door. Courtesy of Vaughn College

Program will give applicants chance to earn tuition-free college education and future jobs

Continued on Page 38
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FLIP

BY ZACH GEWELB

Queens’ elected officials and 
state officials railed against the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision 
Tuesday to uphold President 
Donald Trump’s controversial 
Muslim travel ban with a 5-4 rul-
ing.  

The policy, which Trump has 
referred to as a watered-down 
version of the first two iterations 
of his plan, will prohibit travel 
from eight nations, including 
Syria, Iran, Yemen, Libya, Chad 
and Somalia — all majority 
Muslim nations — while North 
Korea and Venezuela are also on 
the list.

Chief Justice John Roberts, 
along with justices Anthony 
Kennedy, Clarence Thomas, 
Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch, 
penned the majority opinion. 
He wrote that the ban “does not 
exceed any textual limit on the 
President’s authority.”

Trump celebrated his victory 
on Twitter, writing “Supreme 
Court upholds travel ban. Wow!”

The president has argued 
that the policy would make the 
United States   safer from hostile 
foreigners. The first executive 
order Trump signed back in 
January 2017 was turned aside 
by lower courts, and the second 
was allowed to partially go into 
effect by the Supreme Court last 
year, expiring in September. 

Rallies were held in New 

York City and across the nation. 
Locally, hundreds of lawyers 
and volunteers headed to Ken-
nedy Airport to assists detained 
travelers from 20 nations after 
Trump announced the ban. 
Protests at JFK sparked actions 
across the country, including a 
demonstration at Battery Park 
which drew more than 30,000 
protesters.

The case was first filed by the 
state of Hawaii and advanced all 

the way to the Supreme Court. 
Opponents of the legislation 
claimed that it was motivated by 
racism and religious discrimina-
tion. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio released 
a statement Tuesday declaring 
“New York City will continue 
to welcome people from all over 
the world to our shores, from all 
faith traditions.”

“This ban is institutionalized 

UFT wins paid parental leave 
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Schools Chancellor Richard 
Carranza announced that 
mothers, fathers and non-birth 
parents who are public school 
teachers as well as other city 
Department of Education em-
ployees will be granted six 
weeks of paid parental leave at 
100 percent of salary starting 
Sept. 4, according to the United 
Federation of Teachers. 

“Paid parental leave allows 
families to grow and bond to-
gether in those essential first 
months of a child’s life or adop-
tion without parents putting 
their jobs on the line,” said 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria). “As a mother, former 
teacher, and author of legisla-
tion on the federal level to ex-

pand family leave policies, I 
know how important that time 
is for a child’s development and 
for a parent’s peace of mind.”

For the first time fathers, 
foster parents, adoptive parents 

and surrogates will be eligible 
for paid time off with the arriv-
al of a child as part of the June 
20 agreement, which was made 
between the mayor and the 
UFT, the union that represents 
school workers. 

Queens has approximately 
30,000 school employees repre-
sented by the UFT. Overall, the 
union has more than 120,000 
city workers who are members.

Birth mothers will be al-
lowed to combine parental 
leave with accrued sick days, 
which will give them up to 12 to 
14 weeks of paid time off to bond 
with their newborn children, 
according to the UFT. 

This will cost the union $35 
million and will be funded by a 
73-day extension of the existing 
UFT contracts, which had been 

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of President Trump’s controver-
sial travel ban on Tuesday. Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Cuomo signs bill to bring 
AirTrain to LaGuardia

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

signed legislation to make 
the AirTrain to LaGuardia 
Airport a reality within four 
years as part of the ongoing $8 
billion redesign of the airline 
hub.

The bill allows for multiple 
alignments to be considered 
during an environmental 
study on the effects of linking 
the LIRR and No. 7 subway 
station at Willets Point with 
LaGuardia Airport, which 
serves about 30 million people 
per year.

“The new LaGuardia 
Airport will provide an im-
proved customer experience 
with better access to airlines 
and public transportation 
for all passengers - essential 
to the airport’s transforma-
tion,” Cuomo said. “AirTrain 
LGA will set an example of 
comprehensive transit infra-
structure for the rest of the 
nation and will pay dividends 
for decades by connecting rid-
ers to transit hubs across the 
metropolitan area, boosting 
passenger growth across all 
airlines and providing a more 
efficient means of travel for 
generations to come.”

AirTrain LGA plan is to 
benefit the environment and 
traffic congestion in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods by 
taking cars off the road.

With the AirTrain, people 
headed to LaGuardia from 
Midtown Manhattan can plan 
for a 30-minute trip, instead of 
an hour to an hour and a half 
depending on traffic, accord-
ing to Cuomo’s office.

Passengers will be able to 
get to Willets Point from the 
new Moynahan Train Hall, a 
renovation of the Farley Build-
ing adjacent to Penn Station, 
and Grand Central Terminal 

once the East Side Access for 
LIRR riders is complete.

“We’re transforming air-
ports in New York with signif-
icant investments in additions 
and upgrades to provide a bet-
ter experience and increased 
services,” said Lieutenant 
Governor Kathy Hochul. “The 
LaGuardia AirTrain project 
will provide easy access and 
options for travel for people 
in Manhattan and on Long 
Island. We’re committed to re-
making our airports into 21st 
century hubs of transporta-
tion.”

The only two stops on the 
AirTrain will be at an eastern 
point for the Delta terminal 
and at the new central hall un-
der construction on the west-
ern side.

The $8 billion redesign of 
the airport was unveiled in 
2017 followed by Delta’s break-
ing ground on its new facili-
ties in 2017.

With the environmental 
impact study scheduled to be 
finished at the end of 2019, the 
AirTrain’s construction will 
begin in 2020 and follow the 
completion of LaGuardia’s re-
design in 2022.

“For too long, LaGuardia 
Airport has had the dubious 
distinction of being the only 
major East Coast airport with-
out a rail link and that is unac-
ceptable,” said Port Authority 
Executive Director Rick Cot-
ton. “Simply put, a 21st cen-
tury airport must meet global 
standards, and that requires 
rail mass transit access. The 
AirTrain will complement the 
ongoing $8 billion redevelop-
ment of LGA into a world-class 
airport worthy of New York.”

The environmental re-
view will start this sum-
mer and is expected to take 
input from the surrounding 
communities.

The mayor and schools chancellor 
announced a new policy that gives 
city DOE employees six weeks of 
paid parental leave at full salary. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Travel ban upheld
Supreme Court approves Trump’s controversial order

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

The planned AirTrain to LaGaurdia Airport is expected to be completed 
within the next four years. Courtesy of governor’s office
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FLIP

Meeks rolls up 
landslide victory

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks’ 

(D-Far Rockaway) landslide 
victory in Tuesday’s Demo-
cratic primary race was 
called at 10:02 p.m.

Even before the votes were 
tallied after the 9 p.m. clo-
sure of voting booths across 
the city, Meeks was confi-
dent his relationship with 
his constituents would lead 
to another term. There is no 
challenger in the November 
general election, according 
to the Board of Elections. Mi-
chael O’Reilly, who tried to 
run on the Reform, Conser-
vative and Republican lines, 
filed his petition for each par-
ty four days after the April 12 
election deadline. 

“I feel very good that 
those who are coming out to 
vote will come out to vote for 
me,” Meeks said about 8 p.m. 
Tuesday. “We are going to 
keep working until the polls 
are closed.”

The three-way Demo-
cratic primary race between 
the incumbent, entrepreneur 
Mizan Choudhury and Carl 
Achille, a detective and Iraqi 
war veteran, in New York’s 
5th Congressional District 
started off slowly. Around 
noon only 103 voters had 
showed up to the PS 34 voting 
site in Queens Village, which 
had been open since 6 a.m. In 
St. Albans at the Robert Ross 
Johnson Family Life Center 
only had 106 voters had been 
counted by 2 p.m. 

Despite low voter turn-
out and lingering confusion 
about the congressional pri-
mary being switched to June 
from September several years 
ago, the constituents who did 

file into voting booths across 
southeast Queens, the Rock-
away peninsula and Nassau 
County have decided to keep 
Meeks as their representa-
tive.

With 99 percent of the pre-
cincts reporting, Meeks cap-
tured 81.5 percent of the vote 
vs. 8.8 percent for Choudhury 
and 9.7 for Achille, according 
to unofficial results reported 
by NY 1.

Meeks, who lives in St. 
Albans, is a 20-year represen-
tative of the district and his 
top campaign goals included 
saving the protections in the 
Affordable Care Act, fight-
ing for Dreamers who were 
brought to this country with-
out documents as children 
and tightening federal laws 
on gun control. After his vic-
tory he jumped on a flight to 
Washington, D.C. to vote on 
an immigration bill Wednes-
day.

“I’ve still got work to do in 
D.C.,” said Meeks. “We have 
this big immigration vote...
and I don’t want to miss it. We 
don’t stop working.”

Choudhury and Achille, 
who both said Meeks “was 
out of touch” with his con-
stituents, focused on jobs and 
affordable housing as ways 
of improving the district lo-
cally. 

Meeks said he does want 
to bring more jobs and afford-
able housing to his district, 
but blamed President Donald 
Trump’s economic initiatives 
and said it doesn’t help people 
in communities of color. 

Choudhury, a Bengali im-
migrant who lives in Belle-
rose and moved to the United 
States in 1997, also wanted to 

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
In one of the two closely 

watched races in the city, U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-As-
toria) defeated her Democratic 
primary rival Suraj Patel and 
now faces two more opponents 
in the general election in No-
vember.

With 99 percent of the pre-
cincts reporting, Maloney 
captured 58.8 percent of votes, 
while Patel trailed behind with 
41.2 percent, according to unof-
ficial results from NY1.

“Thank you to the voters for 
honoring me with the Demo-
cratic nomination for #NY12. 
I will continue doing all I can 
to fight back against Trump’s 
hateful agenda and make sure 
we take back the House in No-
vember!” Maloney said on her 
Twitter account. 

The congresswoman is work-
ing to help pass a measure to 
protect the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrival program in 
the House and is also involved 
in putting together a hearing 
about the separation of children 
from families while crossing the 
Mexico border into the United 
States.

Maloney, whose district cov-
ers part of western Queens, the 
East Side of Manhattan and a 
swath of Brooklyn, will be up 
against Republican Eliot Rabin 
and Green Party candidate 
Scott Hutchins in November. 
She played a key role in bringing 
federal funding to the city for 
the construction of the Second 
Avenue subway and has been a 
strong advocate of women’s is-
sues in the House. 

Patel, a hotel executive, ran a 
spirited campaign against Ma-
loney drawing on social media 
to appeal to millennial support-
ers.  He used a dating app in an 
effort to get out the vote.

Following his defeat, Patel 
congratulated Maloney on her 
victory and said he “looks for-
ward to seeing her stand up 
against the president and fight 
hard for our city.” 

“While we ultimately came 
up short, I’m proud of the cam-
paign we ran. On the issues, 
we made it clear that we don’t 
just need more Democrats, we 
need better Democrats,” said 
Patel.”We were the first cam-
paign in New York to call to 

defund ICE, and stood up for the 
most marginalized communi-
ties in our country. We showed 
that—even in mid-term prima-
ries—it is possible to engage a 
new generation of voters and get 
them involved in the electoral 
process.”

The race between Maloney 
and Patel became bitter as view-
ers watched a televised NY1 
debate June 12 when the pair 
clashed over each other’s points 
of view on a number of issues.

Both candidates debated the 
work of Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, the legaliza-
tion of marijuana, Maloney’s 
record on a 1994 crime bill and 
their positions on the oversatu-
ration of bars in the Lower East 
Side. 

“ICE has been operating 
with impunity and above the 
rule of law for years under 
multiple presidents,” Patel said 
during the debate. “We made it 
many years, 200-plus years in 
this country, without ICE. We 
can make it another 200 years 
without them.”

Maloney agreed ICE is “out 
of control,” but said some type of 
border patrol is necessary.

“ICE has definitely lost its 
way,” Maloney said, explain-
ing that the Women’s Caucus 
in the House has a bill to reor-
ganize and redirect ICE to help 
rather than deport people. Dif-
ferences aside, both candidates 
came to an agreement on some 
issues. They both supported 
legalization of marijuana, but 
Patel added that he supported 
retroactively releasing peo-
ple who have been incarcer-
ated for nonviolent marijuana 
crimes. And they both agreed 
on capping the opening of new 
bars in the district, but said 
the decision should be made by 
the community.

 Patel, 34, who worked on 
Barack Obama’s president cam-
paign, was part of a new wave 
of young candidates challeng-
ing established Democratic 
lawmakers in the city. Maloney 
fought back aggressively against 
his campaign with mailers, ro-
bot calls and rallies.  

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (top) and Suraj Patel.

Maloney bests Patel

(From l. to r.): Mizan Choudhury, Carl Achille, and U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks.

Veteran congresswoman defeats young challenger

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY ELECTION DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY ELECTION 20182018

Continued on Page 50
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New ice cream shop delivers tasty treats in Astoria
BY JULIA MORO

 
Just in time for the sum-

mer season, a new ice cream 
shop has opened in Astoria. 
On the busy corner of 30th 
Avenue and 34th Street, As-
toria welcomed Ample Hills 
Creamery. 

The line was around the 
corner at the grand opening 
of the shop last Friday with 
Astoria natives anxious to 
get a taste of the ice cream. 
The flavors include Ooey 
Gooey Butter Cake (creamy 
vanilla ice cream with hunks 
of St. Louis-style Ooey Gooey 
Butter Cake), The Munchies 
(pretzel-infused ice cream 
with clusters of Ritz crack-
ers, potato chips, pretzels 
and mini M&Ms), and Pep-
permint Pattie (peppermint 
ice cream with semi-sweet 
chocolate flakes and home-
made dark-chocolate-covered 
peppermint patties). 

Among all of these Ample 
Hills classics, the menu in-
cluded a flavor special to 
the borough - “Nectar of the 
Queens.” This flavor features 
a smooth honey cinnamon 

ice cream base mixed with 
pieces of Baklava and Galak-
toboureko (a creamy custard 
pie) from the local favorite, 
Artopolis Bakery. 

This flavor pays hom-
age to the neighborhood’s 
Greek heritage. The owners 
of Ample Hills, Brian Smith 
and Jackie Cuscuna, believe 
strongly that their stores 
should be authentic and nev-
er feel like a chain. 

“We want every shop to 
look different and feel differ-
ent. Every shop has a custom 
flavor that’s unique to that 
location,” Smith said.

Ample Hills Creamery 
first opened in 2011 in Pros-
pect Heights in Brooklyn. 
Now the business has spread 
to 10 locations, including 
Gotham West Market in 
Manhattan, Jersey City and 
Orlando, Fla., and more. 

Smith said that he is al-
ways looking for more loca-
tions to open the ice cream 
shop. 

One woman who has been 
living in Astoria for almost 
10 years said that Astoria 
had been missing one thing 

- a good ice cream shop. And 
it’s for that reason that Smith 
decided to open another one 
of his shops here.  

“At the end of the day, 
there’s not a lot of great ice 
cream in Astoria,” Smith 
said. “There’s a lot of great 
food but not a lot of great ice 
cream.”  

With the opening of the 
new location of Ample Hills, 
Astoria natives are pleased 
to have an ice cream shop 
right around the corner. 

The shop has comfortable 
booths and counter seating 
that can accommodate about 
25 people inside. The tasty ice 
cream comes in cups of vari-
ous sizes or a cone. Custom-
ers can also purchase pint 
containers to take home.

The creamery is open year 
round Sunday to Thursday 
from 12 p.m. to 11 p.m. and 
from 12 p.m. to 12 a.m. Friday 
and Saturday.

Reach reporter Julia 
Moro by e-mail at jmoro@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4574.

The “Nectar of the Queens” is one of several unique ice cream flavors 
available at Ample Hills Creamery in Astoria. Courtesy of Ample Hills
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It’s the efficient way to learn  

about power outages. Text REG to  

OUTAGE (688243) and follow the 

prompts to sign up for text alerts.*  

Learn more at coned.com/textalerts

*Messaging and data rates may apply.

IT’S MORE 
THAN A
TEXT

BEAT THE HEAT

In partnership with: 
NYC Department of Health & Mental Hygiene
NYC Department for the Aging

during hot weather.”“I wear light, loose, 

clothing to stay cool

Yuk Chun Ho, 

Manhattan

Visit NYC.gov/beattheheat or call 311 
to find out what to do to prepare for 
extreme heat. #beattheheat 

(212) 220-1265 
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng 

M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R  C L A S S R O O M
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 

proposal to change the 
method of how students are 
admitted to specialized high 
schools has sown division 
between Democrats from the 
northern and southern parts 
of Queens. 

Eight of the nine elite 
high schools across the city 
in total only have a small 
percentage of black and La-
tino scholars in their insti-
tutions,  which admit stu-
dents based on one criterion: 
getting the highest scores on 
the Specialized High Schools 
Admissions Test. 

Queens Science at York 
College — located at 94-50 
159 St. in Jamaica — is the 
only specialized high school 
in Queens.

A ninth school, the 
Fiorella LaGuardia High 
School in Manhattan, has 
a far more diverse process, 
which involves auditions 
and academic records for 
the performing arts school, 
and according to data from 
2015 to 2016 by U.S. News 
and World Report its student 
body consisted of 31 percent 
of black and Latino pupils. 

State Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndman (D-Spring-
field Gardens) prepared an 
op-ed in support of the may-
or’s plan  .

As the parent of an 8-year-
old girl who would start high 
school in 2024, the assembly-
woman said she would be 
disheartened if a special-
ized school would reject her 
daughter Nyla solely on the 
basis of one test. 

“I know that if Nyla does 
well enough on the Special-
ized High School exam, she 
can get into one of the nine 
elite New York City Special-
ized High Schools — and her 
life of academic success con-
tinues to be academically 
challenging while preparing 
her for college,” said Hynd-
man. “Unfortunately, if she 
isn’t successful at the exam, 
the schools will not look at 
any other factors besides her 
exam score.”

De Blasio wants to over-
haul the admission process 
and proposed replacing the 
test by admitting students 
based on their middle school 
class rank, standardized test 
scores and by setting aside 

20 percent of seats for low-
income students who were 
just below the cutoff in the 
results. 

“The Specialized High 
School Admissions Test isn’t 
just f lawed — it’s a roadblock 
to justice, progress and aca-
demic excellence,” he said.

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Far Rock-
away),  who also covers 
southwest Queens, shared 
de Blasio’s sentiments. 

“New York City has one of 
the most segregated school 
systems in the country, 
which has created an insti-
tutionalized disadvantage 
for students in lower-income 
areas,” Richards said. “One 
test should not be the sole 
factor that determines a stu-
dent’s ability to succeed in a 
specialized high school.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), a parent of two 
young public school students 
and a graduate of a special-
ized high school, Stuyvesant 
High School in Manhattan, 
called the mayor’s decision 
“shortsighted” and implied 
that the real issue is the lack 
of quality elementary and 
middle schools.

“I agree with the mayor 
that diversity at the city’s 
specialized high schools 
needs to improve,” Meng 
said. “But community lead-
ers and elected officials 
from all backgrounds must 
have their voices heard.”

Meng and state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), both 
representatives of northern 
Queens, suggested different 
solutions to diversify the 
student body in specialized 
schools. 

“The mayor could have 
chosen to pursue the cre-
ation of additional special-
ized high schools to meet 
demand, he could have re-
quested more resources 
from Albany for every single 
New York City elementary, 
middle and high school,” 
said Meng. 

Stavisky recommended 
identifying gifted students 
at an early age as a way of 
fostering students into pre-
paring for the specialized 
high schools. 

“I have introduced leg-
islation that would change 
the testing procedures for 
gifted and talented children 
entering third grade,” said 
Stavisky. “Instead of par-
ents ‘opting in’ for their chil-
dren taking the test, my bill 
would make it automatic, 
unless the parent ‘opts out.’  
This would lead to more and 
more children, regardless 
of their socio-economic or 
racial background, having 
their academic potential be-
ing fully recognized.”

 
Reach reporter Naeisha 

Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

State Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman supports Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
plan to eliminate the SHSAT exam.

SHSAT divides pols
Boro lawmakers split on mayor’s proposal to abolish test

David Bressler has spoken at multiple rallies to support the SHSAT, in-
cluding Sunday’s “Rally to Save the SHSAT and for Community Unity.” 

Courtesy of David Bressler

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

Can a highly criticized 
test stand the test of time?

A rally was held in Bay-
side late last week to empha-
size the importance of the 
SHSAT in the aftermath of 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s pro-
posal to eliminate merit-
based testing for the city’s 
specialized high schools 
earlier this month.

The June 21 rally, which 
was held at Nathaniel Haw-
thorne MS 74, 61-15 Oceania 
St., gave those in attendance 
the opportunity to voice 
their opinions on why the 
SHSAT is both necessary 
and beneficial to high school 
students.

A bill to put an end to the 
SHSAT was introduced by 
state Assemblyman Charles 
Barron (D-Brooklyn). In-
stead of a test, the new sys-
tem Barron proposed would 
guarantee a spot at a special-
ized high school for every 
middle school student in the 
top 7 percent, as opposed to a 
student being admitted sole-
ly on the SHSAT test score.

 For the bill to become 
a law, it must be approved 
in Albany by the Assembly, 
Senate and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo.

De Blasio’s proposal to 
drop the SHSAT is a response 
to the latest test score statis-
tics, which reveal that only 
10 percent of black or Latino 
students who attended pub-
lic schools in New York City 
eventually receive offers 
to attend specialized high 
schools, even though nearly 
70 percent of public high 
schools are made up of black 
or Latino students.

The percentage of black 
and Latino students admit-
ted to these highly competi-

tive schools has generally 
remained the same for the 
past decade.

In contrast, more than 
60 percent of last year’s spe-
cialized high school students 
were Asian, even though 
Asian students only make up 
16 percent of the population 
in the city’s public schools.

De Blasio’s plan to do away 
with the SHSAT includes a 
new system that would ad-
mit students by their middle 
school class ranking as well 
as their statewide standard-
ized test scores, pending the 
Legislature’s approval. One 
change, already approved by 
the city, will reserve 20 per-
cent of seats in Specialized 
High Schools for students of 
low-income families, start-
ing in fall 2019. Potential stu-
dents have an opportunity to 
gain entry by attending the 
Discovery Program, a sum-
mer school session.

“Eliminating the SHSAT 
is not the answer,” said 
political candidate David 
Bressler, who spoke at the 
rally outside MS 74. “If we 
do away with this test, we 
are lowering our country’s 
educational standards, 
while giving society the im-
pression that test prepara-
tion and high test scores are 
obsolete.”

Bressler, who is chal-
lenging Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) on the GOP line 
for an Assembly seat, also 
spoke at Sunday’s “Rally 
to Save the SHSAT and for 
Community Unity” Sunday 
at Queens Borough Hall, lo-
cated at 120-55 Queens Blvd. 
The rally drew other big 
names such as Bob Chou, 
deputy assistant to the 
speaker of the state Assem-
bly, Assembly Felix Ortiz, as 

Continued on Page 50

Bayside stages rally
for specialized exam
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BLOTTER

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional

POLICE 

Blotter

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The last of four members of a 

deadly gang associated with a source 
of distress for Jackson Heights resi-
dents was sentenced last week on 
weapons charges, the Queens district 
attorney said.

The Always Bangin’ Kings, or 
A.B.K, were overheard on a court-
sanctioned wiretap plotting to kill 
two rival gang members in Decem-
ber 2016 and Michael Cortes, 25, of 
Jackson Heights was slapped with a 
sentence of five years, DA Richard 
Brown said June 19.

“All four defendants in this case 
pleaded guilty and are now incarcer-
ated for their illegal acts. Illegal guns 
in the hands of criminals is a serious 
threat to everyone in Queens County,” 
Brown said. “Let this be a warning to 
anyone who purports to arm them-
selves with illegal guns: When you 
are caught, you will go to prison.”

Cortes joins three of his other 
compatriots in prison. Michael Aalil, 
Dionicio Castro and Francis Carias 
are all serving individual sentences 
ranging between three and seven 
years for attempted possession of a 
weapon, according to the DA.

Prior to the NYPD arresting the 
men in December, following the rev-
elations of the wiretap and just min-
utes before the suspected murders 
were set to take place, the commu-
nity began expressing concern about 
three stabbings that had taken place 

in Jackson Heights and the surround-
ing areas at a May 2016 town hall.

Arranged by state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) and City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights), the town hall centered 
around an incident involving an 
18-year-old man who had been ap-
proached by a group of men dressed 
all in black in a park at 34th Avenue 
and 77th Street.

According to NYPD, the men 
asked the victim if he was a mem-
ber of A.B.K, to which he responded 
“no.”

The men attacked him, leaving a 
puncture wound from possibly a knife 
in his back, according to the police, 
and he was transported to Elmhurst 
Hospital in stable condition.

A March 12, 2016 incident in Jack-
son Heights involved a 16-year-old 
who was walking his dog along North-
ern Boulevard and 80th Street when 
he was approached by two men and 
asked if he was “down with A.B.K.” 
before he was stabbed in the stomach 
and his dog stabbed in the back.

Just after the 16-year-old and his 
dog were attacked, a 23-year-old man 
was also stabbed in the back with a 
sharp object; this assailant also ref-
erenced A.B.K., according to police.

The DA’s office could not confirm 
details of the association of these 
stabbings and the A.B.K. gang.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

A fourth gang member who wreaked havoc in Jackson Heights was sentenced last week. 
Courtesy of Wikimedia

‘Always Bangin’ Kings’ gang member 
sentenced on weapons charges: DA
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  10% OFF
  15% OFF
  20% OFF
                               NOW THROUGH 07/15/18
                          EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
   CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

W
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E
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L
E

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)
$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH 07/15/18

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
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WHITE WINES 10% OFF

*cannot be combined with any other offers
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MON - WED
8:30AM - 10PM

THURS - SAT
8:30AM - 11PM

OPEN SUNDAY
12 - 7PM

* SALE SUBJECT TO INVENTORY
* AUTHORIZED N.Y. STATE LOTTO AND LOTTERY AGENT

* CASH & CARRY (SALE ITEMS ONLY)
* NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

qnswine@gmail.com
NOW THROUGH  7-15-18
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Happy 4th of July Sale
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Queens taxi group opposes Uber’s hardship fund 
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

 
The Queens organization or 

The Committee for Taxi Safety 
is denouncing Uber’s proposal 
of a “hardship fund” to help bail 
out struggling yellow medallion 
taxicabs in New York City, amid 
a spate of driver suicides in the 
past six months.

On June 18, following the 
recent suicide of Abdul Saleh in 
his Brooklyn home — the sixth 
yellow taxi driver or owner to 
take his own life in less than six 
months — launched a “Clock 
of Inaction” to document how 
much time has passed since the 
first tragic death without any 
legislative action being taken by 
the City Council to address the 
crisis and regulate Uber.

 “As long as the Council con-
tinues to drag its feet, we will 
continue to remind them of 
their obligation to step up and 
do the right thing,” said David 
Beier, president of The Com-
mittee for Taxi Safety. “There 
is nothing stopping the Council 
from working immediately to 
regulate Uber and save lives.”

The Committee for Taxi 
Safety is comprised of licensed 
New York City taxi agents man-

aging approximately 20 percent 
of the yellow medallion vehicles 
in New York City Just days be-
fore Saleh’s suicide, Uber Chief 
Executive Dara Khosrowshahi 
told the New York Post that the 
city should impose a fee on all 
ride-sharing apps to create a 
fund to help yellow cab drivers 
who bought their medallions at 
a high cost and are struggling 
to pay their debt.  But taxi advo-
cates contend the real solution 
is placing a cap on Uber cars 
and enforcing regulated prices 
on ride-hailing apps like Uber 
and Lyft that continue to take 
their customers. 

Khosrowshahi did not say 
how much the fee should be. 

“His proposal, of course, does 
not provide any real answers to 
the struggles facing yellow taxi 
owners and drivers,” said Beier. 
“It would just help Uber to con-
tinue maximizing its own prof-
its in New York City.” 

According to Khosrowshahi, 
the fee would help any indepen-
dent medallion owners -- not 
fleet bosses or investors. About 
25 percent of the 13,587 city taxi 
medallions currently are owned 
by independent drivers. 

“Things have changed, and 

if we can be a part of the a so-
lution to make things better to 
help get some of these owner-
operators get out from under 
water and to continue making a 
better life and to make a decent 
life and to help themselves, we 
want to do that,” Khosrowshahi 
said. “We don’t want to be a part 
of the problem.” 

Beier said the owners and 
drivers of taxi medallions are in 
“enormous debt” with over hun-
dreds and thousands of dollars 

of outstanding loans, leaving 
drivers feeling hopeless. Medal-
lions were once extremely valu-
able, but in the years since Uber 
and similar companies disrupt-
ed the industry, the value of me-
dallions has dropped to $175,000 
from over $1 million.

“This went from the Ameri-
can dream, to saving money and 
buying medallions, to an Amer-
ican nightmare because the city 
of New York failed to act and 
protect the medallion license,” 

said Beier. 
According to Beier, New 

York City Council Members 
have made numerous state-
ments of condolences for the yel-
low taxi drivers and owners lost 
in recent months, but they have 
not voted on any legislation that 
would actually fix the problem 
by limiting the number of ride-
sharing vehicles allowed on the 
streets of New York City. 

The yellow taxi industry is 
required by law to keep its fleet 
capped at approximately 14,000 
vehicles, but there are now more 
than 100,000 cars driven for 
companies like Uber in the five 
boroughs, making it virtually 
impossible for drivers to earn a 
living wage, Beier said. 

“Uber came in with no regu-
lations, no accessibility, no caps 
or restrictions,” said Beier. 
“There’s no way to compete 
with them; they’re not under the 
same regulation as we are.” 

The Committee for Taxi 
Safety applauded City Coun-
cil Speaker Corey Johnson 
(D-Manhattan) for recently ac-
knowledging that the Council 
“made a mistake” by failing to 
impose a limit on Uber’s growth 

Following a string of six suicides by yellow taxi drivers facing financial ruin, 
the CEO of Uber has announced a proposal for a “Hardship Fund” to help 
bail out independent medallion owners from debt. Photo by Jeff Chiu

Continued on Page 50

GRAND OPENING!

SUNDAY
 by 
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Best Wishes for a  
Happy and Safe  
Fourth of July!

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York

Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AROUND CALL NOW

1-800-BUY-FENCE

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

*Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is 
extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
 
Late music titan Louis Armstrong has 

been gone for nearly half a century, but 
his legacy is remembered every summer 
in Queens.

On Saturday, July 21, Queens rap-
per Action Bronson, along with the New 
Orleans-based group The Soul Rebels, 
will headline the 5th Annual Louis 
Armstrong Wonderful World Festival at 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, hosted 
and produced by Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts at Queens College.

The event is being held to honor the 
legacy of late jazz musician Armstrong, 
who was a Queens resident for nearly 30 
years. The festival will take place from 
4 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Queens Theater  — lo-
cated in the park at 14 United Nations Ave. 
South. 

The show will be held near the Louis 
Armstrong House — located at 34-56 107th 
St. in Corona, where the jazz legend lived 
with his wife, Lucille Wilson, from 1943 
until his death in 1971. The house, now a 
museum commemorating Armstrong’s 
life and music career, is a National His-
toric Landmark as well as a New York 
City landmark. It is also a part of the Kup-
ferberg Center for the Arts.

According to the Kupferberg Center, 
Armstrong used to host parties in his 
backyard. Given the close proximity of 
his home to Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park — the site of two world fairs and the 
US Open — it seemed natural to throw the 
biggest party possible to celebrate Louis’ 
life and legacy.

“We see this event as a way of show-
ing the world how many great happening 
have taken place and will continue to take 
place in Queens,” said Kupferberg Center 
assistant vice president Jeff Rosenstock. 
“This event is also held to live up to Louis’ 
belief that ‘you gotta listen to all kinds of 
music’ - so when we have Action Bronson, 
a great rapper from Queens, next to the 
Soul Rebels, a jazz act out of New Orleans, 
we hope that people can hear the thread 
running though it and hear some of the 
influence that Louis had on music.”

“In holding this festival, we hope to 
build an audience who will come from 
all walks of life, from around the world, 
to come together to celebrate and rejoice 
in good music, and realize what an im-
pact Louis Armstrong had on so many,” 
Rosenstock added.

Headliner Action Bronson — born 
Ariyan Arslani — originally embarked 
on a career as a gourmet chef in New York 
City before pursuing a career as a rapper. 
Since 2011, he has released four studio al-
bums, four mixtapes and has collaborated 
with other rap artists such as Chance the 
Rapper, Kendrick Lamar, French Mon-
tana, Rick Ross, Fat Joe and N.O.R.E. He 
is also currently the star of reality televi-
sion food shows “F--k, That’s Delicious” 
and the “Untitled Action Bronson Show.”

An eight-piece ensemble formed in 
New Orleans, the Soul Rebels combine 
elements of jazz, funk, soul, hip hop, rock 
and pop music within the framework of a 
contemporary bass band. The have previ-
ously performed live with music icons, in-
cluding Nas, DMX, Green Day, Metallica 
and Marilyn Manson. Last summer, they 
performed in honor of late Queens rap-
per Prodigy from the legendary hip hop 
group Mobb Deep. In February, they per-
formed on “The Late Show” with Stephen 
Colbert for the first time. This will be the 
first time the Soul Rebels have headlined 
this event.

The group consists of eight members: 
Derrick Moss (bass drum), Lumar Leb-
lanc (snare drum), Julian Gosin (trum-
pet), Corey Peyton (trombone), Erion 
Williams (saxophone), Paul Robertson 
(trombone), Manuel Perkins, Jr. (sousa-
phone) and Marcus Hubbard (trumpet).

“We’re so very excited to be perform-
ing for The Louis Armstrong’s Wonderful 
World Fest,” said Leblanc. Queens embod-
ies rich, beautiful,  cultural diversity that 
transcends - similar to the unique culture 
at home in New Orleans. Queens is our 
second home - so this performance will 
be more like a long awaited homecoming, 
we’re so exited.”

“Louis Armstrong has such a power-
ful influence on us all, not just the Soul 
Rebels but the world. His musical style 
and flair was a gift to the world and his 
self confidence on stage, his fashion 
sense, his musical knowledge and most of 
all his personality were legendary,” Leb-
lanc added.

The event is sponsored by The Bow-
ery Presents and the city Department of 
Cultural Affairs. Partners of the festival 
include NYC Parks, CUNY, Queens Col-
lege and the Louis Armstrong House Mu-
seum.

The festival is free of charge for admis-
sion, but VIP Guest passes are also avail-
able for online purchase for $25. VIP tick-
ets guarantee access to a private viewing 
area along with premium bathrooms.

Queens rapper headlines 
‘Wonderful World’ festival

Action Bronson, along with the Soul Rebels, 
will take the stage at the Louis Armstrong 
Wonderful World Festival in July. 

Instagram
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THE STENOGRAPHY MACHINE 
DREW HER IN!  
 

Salvatrice Mannino, a 2018 graduate of 
Plaza College’s Court Reporting AOS 
program, was first introduced to court 
reporting at a high school college fair.  
She saw that machine with the letter-less 
keys from afar and wanted to know more.   
 
Court cases always fascinated her, so 
after learning more steno and the careers 
it opens for those who master it, she 
realized that court reporting was a perfect 
fit!  
 
Embarking on the journey to becoming a 
court reporter took a lot of practice and 
Salvatrice’s commitment to her don’t-
give-up attitude.  Working her way to 
writing 225 words per minute on her 
machine and training to enter the 
workforce, she leaned on support from 
her friends and staff at Plaza.    
 
One of her favorite experiences during the 
program was the 4-voice class, which she 
describes as “feeling like you’re in an 
actual deposition.”  Together with her 
internship, she credits it to boosting her 
confidence and preparing her for the real 
world. 
 
Salvatrice completed her internship with 
Lex Reporting, and after passing her final 
speed test, started officially working with 
them.  The best part (aside from finding a 
job right away, of course)?   
 
SHE’S LOVING IT! 
 
If she had to do it all over, Salvatrice says 
that she, “would absolutely choose Court 
Reporting at Plaza College again.”  
Becoming a court reporter is a dream that 
she’s proud to have accomplished.  In 
fact, she loves it so much that she’s 
already recommended it to some of her 
friends and family members! 

 

COURT REPORTING:  
The exciting career you should 
know about 

Court reporting, also known as stenography, is the art of transcribing the 
spoken word at 225 words per minute using a stenotype machine. Court 
reporters provide verbatim transcripts for trials, depositions, and court 
proceedings.  They also provide captioning for television and webcasting, 
and realtime translation for the hearing impaired.  
 

Stenographers provide verbatim transcripts and real-time captioning from 
exciting venues like courtrooms, schools, sports stadiums, and even home.  
Some of them even get to do so internationally! 
 

With the number of active reporters retiring, and the lack of qualified 
reporters to take over, there will be an estimated 5,000 court reporting job 
openings in the next few years.  And because electronics can’t ensure or  

testify to the accuracy of the words or 
punctuation they’re capturing, court 
reporters are indispensable. 

     

Court Reporting is a career with a lucrative 
salary potential.  Salaries differ based on 
where you work, however, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics reports that the annual mean 
wage for Court Reporters in New York in 
2017 was $89,140.  

 

 

Court reporting is the perfect career for our 
diverse community. Whether you’re looking 
to start your career, change your career, or 
add a second job to your existing career, 
Court Reporting is for you! 

 

Plaza College is the home of NYC’s ONLY 
Court Reporting program.   
 
Call 718-514-6804 for a campus tour and 
steno demonstration.  
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

SBS to offer $1.8M in grants for small businesses
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
A day after testifying in 

front of members of the House 
of Representatives last week 
about the importance of small 
businesses, New York City 
Small Business Commissioner 
Gregg Bishop announced his 
office will be giving away $1.8 
million in grants to help 20 
businesses. 

Small businesses across 
the city that are eligible for the 
grant can receive up to $90,000 
in grant funding as well as ex-
pert advice, according to Bish-
op’s June 21 announcement. 

Seth Bornstein, the execu-
tive director of Queens County 
Economic Development Cor-
poration, estimated that there 
are 45,000 small businesses in 
Queens. 

“Unlike other city agencies 
that work with businesses, we 
do not enforce regulations, but 
rather provide the necessary 
services to help them start, op-
erate and grow,” said Bishop. 

The applications for local, 
non-franchise small business-
es to apply for a share of the 
$1.8 million NYC Love Your 

Local grant and the expert 
advice has a July 17 deadline 
and will be open to businesses 
that have been operating for at 
least three years in any of the 
city’s five boroughs, according 
to SBS.

The selected businesses 
will receive up to 20 hours of 
in-depth consultations from 
industry specialists who will 
aid entrepreneurs in improv-
ing their operations, recruit-
ing and training employees, 
updating technology, enhanc-
ing their business location, 
improving financial manage-
ment skills and adapting to ris-
ing real estate costs.  

“New Yorkers love their 
mom-and-pop shops, and the 
proof is in the overwhelming 
support for these businesses 
on our NYC Love Your Local 
interactive map and social me-
dia campaign,” said Bishop. 
“These grant awards are the 
next step in the city’s com-
mitment to ensure that neigh-
borhood businesses remain 
central to the New York City 
experience.”

The Small Business Ser-
vice’s NYC Love Your Local 

initiative was launched in Feb-
ruary 2017 and has an interac-
tive map where New Yorkers 
can share their favorite local 
small business to promote 
shopping locally, according to 
SBS. There are nearly 2,000 
businesses featured on it. 

The Door, an elegant Jamai-
can restaurant in Jamaica; 
Viaroma a fashion boutique 
in the Murray Hill section 
of Flushing; and the Eastern 
Queens Boxing Club in Queens 
Village are just a few of some 
of the small businesses in the 
borough that are featured on 
the map. 

The grant is partly funded 
by the city Economic Devel-
opment Corporation and the 
awardees will be selected in 
September, according to SBS.

“New York City’s economy 
is thriving, and small busi-
nesses have always been criti-
cal to that success,” said James 
Patchett, NYCEDC President 
and CEO. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Small Business Services Commissioner Gregg Bishop announced his 
organization will be giving grants to small businesses.  

Courtesy of mayor’s office



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 29–JULY 5, 2018 19  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

PUBLIC NOTICE
COMBINED NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS (NOIRROF)

BREEZY POINT DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, NEW YORK CITY, QUEENS BOROUGH, NEW YORK
June 29, 2018

Name of Responsible Entity and Recipient: New York State Homes and Community Renewal (HCR), 38-40 State Street, Hampton Plaza, Albany, NY 12207, in cooperation with the New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation 
(HTFC), of the same address. Contact: Matt Accardi (212) 480-6265.

Pursuant to 24 CFR Section 58.43, this combined Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact and Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds (FONSI/NOIRROF) satisfies two separate procedural requirements for project activities 
proposed to be undertaken by HCR.

Project Description: The Governor�s Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR), an office of HCR�s HTFC, is responsible for the direct administration of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development 
Block Grant – Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) program in New York State. GOSR proposes to provide $2,061,000 in CDBG-DR funding to the Dormitory Authority of the State of New York (DASNY) for the design and construct drainage 
improvements at three locations within the Breezy Point Cooperative (BPC) (“Proposed Project”). The three locations included in the Breezy Point Drainage Improvements Project are the Breezy Point Ballfields, Roxbury Ballfields, and the Breezy 
Point Residential Area, in the Queens Borough, New York. At the Breezy Point Ballfields and the Roxbury Ballfields, the Project will involve construction of a stormwater system including the reconfiguration of the ballfields and recontouring the 
parking area to direct stormwater into a system of bioswales fitted with risers, which direct water into the underground system when the bioswales are at capacity. At both of these locations, there will be some relocation of recreation elements and 
walkways. At the Breezy Point Ballfields, the preferred alternative involves the relocation of recreation elements and walkways to enhance pedestrian flow and the creation of a focused recreation center. At the Breezy Point Residential Area, the 
Project will include construction of a drainage system that will direct stormwater to an underground infiltration system, constructed of a network of perforated pipes housed in a gravel stone bed. Again, stormwater will be routed to bioswales fitted 
with risers, which will direct water into the underground system when the bioswales are at capacity. These systems are estimated to manage a five-year storm event. The development of the stormwater drainage improvements at the Project sites 
will contribute to meeting the CDBG-DR Action Plan's goals of rebuilding community infrastructure in a manner that helps mitigate the future impact of flooding for this area.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
An Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Proposed Project has been prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and HUD environmental review regulations at 24 CFR Part 58. The EA is 
incorporated by reference into this FONSI. Subject to public comments, no further review of the Proposed Project is anticipated. HCR has determined that the EA for the project identified herein complies with the requirements of HUD 
environmental review regulations at 24 CFR Part 58. HCR has determined that the Proposed Project will have no significant impact on the human environment and therefore does not require the preparation of an environmental impact 
statement under NEPA.

Public Review: Public viewing of the EA is available online at http://stormrecovery.ny.gov/environmental-docs and is also available in person Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM at the following address: Governor�s Office of Storm 
Recovery, 25 Beaver Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 12260. Contact: Matt Accardi (212) 480-6265.

Further information may be requested by writing to the above address, emailing NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org or by calling (212) 480-6265. This combined notice is being sent to individuals and groups known to be interested in these 
activities, local news media, appropriate local, state and federal agencies, the regional office of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency having jurisdiction, and to the HUD Field Office, and is being published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the affected community. 

Public Comments on FONSI and/or NOIRROF: Any individual, group or agency may submit written comments on the Project. The public is hereby advised to specify in their comments which “notice” their comments address. Comments should 
be submitted via email, in the proper format, on or before July 16, 2018 at NYSCDBG_DR_ER@nyshcr.org. Written comments may also July 16, 2018: Governor�s Office of Storm Recovery, 25 Beaver Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10004. All 
comments must be received on or before 5pm on July 16, 2018, or they will not be considered. If modifications result from public comment, these will be made prior to proceeding with the expenditure of funds.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS AND CERTIFICATION
On or about July 17, 2018, the HCR Certifying Officer will submit a request and certification to HUD for the release of CDBG-DR funds as authorized by related laws and policies for the purpose of implementing this part of the New York 
CDBG-DR program.  

HCR certifies to HUD that Matt Accardi, in his capacity as Certifying Officer, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the U.S. federal courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and 
that these responsibilities have been satisfied. HUD�s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, and allows GOSR to use CDBG-DR program funds.

Objection to Release of Funds: HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and GOSR�s certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later).  
Potential objectors may contact HUD or the GOSR Certifying Officer to verify the actual last day of the objection period.  

The only permissible grounds for objections claiming a responsible entity�s non-compliance with 24 CFR Part 58 are: (a) Certification was not executed by HCR�s Certifying Officer; (b) the responsible entity has omitted a step or failed to 
make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the responsible entity or has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before release of funds and approval of environmental 
certification; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. 

Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to Tennille Smith Parker, Director, Disaster Recovery and Special Issues Division, Office of Block Grant 
Assistance, U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, 451 7th Street SW, Washington, DC 20410, Phone: (202) 402-4649.

Matt Accardi
Certifying Officer
June 29, 2018 �

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
The Cambria School of Excellence, Inc. admits students of any race, color, national 
and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other 
school-administered programs.

6TH – 8TH GRADES

Get an exclusive Prep-School 
Education without the high cost 

and Manhattan commute.

CAMBRIA SCHOOL
OF EXCELLENCE

Rigorous Academic Programs
Cultivates Self-Confidence, Leadership, 

    Character & Excellence
French, Spanish, Mandarin
Latin/Public Speaking/Entrepreneurship
Piano/Strings and Band
Chartered by NYS Education Dept.

233-10 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411
718-341-1991 ext. 231 ~ Call for an appointment

CAMBRIA  SCHOOLCAMBRIA  SCHOOL
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ALEX MITCHELL

“It’s time to put the working class 
first” was Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s 
message to Washington after pulling 
off one of the biggest political upsets in 
history.

Ocasio-Cortez, a 28-year-old neo-
phyte aligned with the progressive 
Democratic Socialists of America, took 
down 10-term  incumbent Joseph Crow-
ley in a primary day romp to become 
the next Democratic Party candidate 
to run for the 14th Congressional seat 
in November’s general election.  She 
rolled up 15,897 votes to 11,761 for Crow-
ley in the district, which straddles 
Queens and the Bronx.

When she first learned that the race 
was called in her favor, she let out a 
gasp heard around the political world.

“Every person out here changed 
America tonight,” she said while 
standing atop a barstool in the crowded 
Bronx pool hall that hosted her election 
watch party. “This victory tonight be-
longs to every person in this room.”

While only 13 percent of the reg-
istered Democratic Party voters cast 
ballots, Ocasio-Cortez won both the 
Bronx, which accounts for 36 percent of 
the district, and the Queens portion.

A Bronx community organizer and 
veteran of  Bernie Sanders’ 2016 presi-
dential campaign, Ocasio-Cortezshe 
demolished the man everyone was tout-
ing as the next speaker of the House in 
his home borough, where he is also the 
Democratic Party machine leader.

The insurgent’s campaign that 
started with clipboards in plastic bags 
overcame being outspent 18 to one per 
vote from the establishment-based 
Crowley, who raised $1.485,633 for the 
race, according to Ballotpedia.  Ocasio-
Cortez brought in $39,024.

“It’s no secret he’s very well fi-
nanced,” Ocasio-Cortez said days be-
fore her first primary election. “But 
people don’t know him, especially the 
Bronx, so we aren’t scared of big money 
because we have big people.”

Without the funds available to 
take out major ads like Crowley, the 
Parkchester native turned to social 
media.

She ended up running a cost-effi-
cient, savvy social media campaign 
that went viral, catching the attention 
of both her district and the nation. 

Ocasio-Cortez has lived a humble 
life. Her father died during the Great 
Recession that began in 2008, so it was 
up to her and her mother to find ways 
to get by.

“I had to bartend, I had to wait ta-

bles, I know what it’s like to be a work-
ing class New Yorker,” Ocasio-Cortez 
said as she criticized Crowley for not 
even living within his district any 
more. “I grew up uninterested in poli-
tics, I thought it was just a local politi-
cal machine.”

  She graduated from Boston Uni-
versity with a degree in economics and 
international relations and worked in 
U.S. Sen. Ted Kennedy’s (D-Mass.) of-
fice.

“Now we’re going to organize the 
community. We will have town halls, fo-
cus on housing improvement, stop fore-
closures, rent increases and forced re-
zoning,” Ocasio-Cortez said. “We can’t 
wash our hands of these local issues, 
it’s time we bring the fight home.”

While Ocasio-Cortez and her crew 
were celebrating her dramatic victory 
Tuesday, Democratic gubernatorial 
candidate Cynthia Nixon came to con-
gratulate her win.

“I think she’s an amazing human, I 
think she’s run an amazing race. She 
shows that when you oppose the status 
quo even when it seems like a moun-
tain, what matters in the end is how 
you speak to voters and that they can 
put their trust in you,” Nixon said. “It 
makes me feel doubly excited for my 
own campaign and makes me excited 
for New York and the United States 
that we have so many progressive 
women running for office and being 
embraced.”

Her platform included the abolish-
ment of ICE, Medicare expansion, free 
tuition and immigration reform.

Come this November, Ocasio-Cortez 
will face GOP candidate Anthony Pap-
pas in the general election in hopes of 
completing one of the most unexpected 
political upsets in recent American 
history.

Ocasio-Cortez upset 
stuns political world

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (l.) celebrates her 
victory over Joseph Crowley with Cynthia 
Nixon Tuesday night in the Bronx.  

Photo by Mark Hallum

ELECTION ELECTION 20182018
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Bike lanes not responsible for deli closing
Although Ben’s Best has been 

a regular of kosher corned beef 
sandwiches for me for 30 years, as 
well as generating fond memories 
of dining with friends such as Joe 
Franklin of WOR-TV and Radio, I 
must dispute the argument that the 
nascent installation of bike lanes 
on Queens Boulevard is the prima-
ry cause of Ben’s alleged 25 percent 
decline in business revenue.

According to the DOT, only 
10 parking spots, not 200, were 
lost in the immediate environs of 
Ben’s. Also, Ben’s has been reim-
bursing patron’s parking in the 
Rego Park Center parking lot and, 
prior to installation of parking on 
the service roads contiguous to 
the main thoroughfare by former 
Mayor Bloomberg, there was only 
curbside parking for 50-plus years 
of Ben’s existence without any 
adverse sales effects at Ben’s. The 

venue is easily accessible via sub-
way and multiple bus lines.

To paraphrase Al Jolson, “I’d 
walk a million miles for one of 
your pastrami sandwiches, my 
Papa Ben’s!” (Yes, that’s the found-
ing Papa, Benjamin, not the tenor 
Jan Peerce, on the dining room 
wall. What a beautiful portrait!)

The major impetus for their 
business decline is the demo-
graphic change in central Queens 
from European Ashkenazi Jews, 
a dominant cultural group, to 
Russian-speaking Bukharian 
Jews with their own unique Asian 
cuisine. In fact, a couple of doors 
down from Ben’s is a new Glatt 
Kosher Bukharian restaurant as 
well as others in Rego Park and 
Forest Hills.

In any event, as with myself, 
one doesn’t have to be Jewish to 
eat real Jewish rye (Remember 

Levy’s old TV commercial?), so 
what other factor may be involved? 
Even St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tions at Ben’s were tried. Perhaps 
the bottom line is the schmaltz - fat 
- in the Jewish deli cuisine, which 
is not “kosher” in current dietary 
changes of a vegetarian nature.

Although I do not think the 
Queens Boulevard bike lanes are 
appropriate, the argument thereof 
for Ben’s demise is moot.  But if 
now we have no kosher Jewish del-
icatessen in central Queens, could 
you only imagine Heaven without 
a Jewish deli? 

I think we need a conversation 
about ecumenism now rather than 
about bike lanes. What Jewish deli 
can a Roman Catholic eat at be-
yond St. Peter’s gates?

Joseph N. Manago
Flushing

QUEENS STANDS UP

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ZACH GEWELB
Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
Ree Brinn 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, 
Mark Hallum, Carlotta Mohamed, 
Naeisha Rose, Steven Goodstein
Photographers: Nat Valentine, 
Ellis Kaplan, Robert Cole
Copy Editors: Stephen Lepore, 
Roz Liston
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Friedrich, Bob Harris, 
Ronald B. Hellman, William Lewis
Calvin Prashad, Lenore Skenazy

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

  Queens lawmakers and city officials have spoken 
out against the U.S. Supreme’s Court decision to uphold 
President Donald Trump’s controversial travel ban and 
they should be applauded for doing so. 

The policy — which the president says will make our 
country safer — will prohibit travel from eight nations, 
including Syria, Iran, Yemen, Libya, Chad and Somalia, 
North Korea and Venezuela.

New York City is home to over 3.1 million immigrants 
and nearly 1.1 million immigrants live in Queens, accord-
ing to figures in a March report from the Mayor’s Office 
of Immigrant Affairs. Those who reside in Queens, the 
nation’s most ethnically diverse county,  need to know 
that their elected officials will support them and that 
seems to be the case after watching the swift response 
to the travel ban.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley said “this decision will be 
remembered as one where the Supreme Court of the 
United States legitimized discrimination and religious 
intolerance.”

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz said “the Su-
preme Court has been on the wrong side of history before, 
and history will judge this decision just as harshly.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, Mayor Bill de Blasio,  Council 
Speaker Corey Johnson and state Attorney General Bar-
bara Underwood also criticized the Supreme Court for 
its controversial decision. 

Several elected officials in Queens have held work-
shops for immigrants who live in their districts to ex-
plain their rights and current laws. 

Katz’s office was scheduled to host a series of free in-
formational “Know Your Rights” workshops and confi-
dential legal clinics for immigrants in Jackson Heights, 
Jamaica, Flushing, Elmhurst and Sunnyside.

Our lawmakers have fought in favor of immigrant 
families who have had children separated from their 
parents.

Katz declared that “we are better than this. We must 
be better than this” and “Queens will continue to do ev-
erything possible to help counteract the hostility of the 
current political climate” in an Op-Ed  in the TimesLedg-
er Newspapers last week. 

And de Blasio, along with and mayors from more 
than a dozen other U.S. cities, gathered last week near a 
holding facility for migrant children on the Texas border 
with Mexico. While the group was turned away from go-
ing inside the facility, the effort was there.

Queens residents know that their elected officials 
will stand up and fight for what’s right. They can see that 
our lawmakers are doing everything they can to defend 
our friends, families and neighbors in a battle with the 
president of the United States. It’s not a battle that will be 
easily won, but it is certainly one worth fighting. 
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 Every couple of weeks I get 
an e-mail from someone time-
stamped 2 or 3 a.m., because 
the sender can’t sleep. Here’s 
one that came three weeks ago, 
shortened a bit:

“Dear Lenore: I am a special 
police officer in Washington, 
DC. I wake up 4 a.m. to work 6 
a.m.–6 p.m. and get home by 8 
p.m. No family at all. No sup-
port. Never been arrested or 
anything. Don’t drink. Don’t 
smoke. Don’t date. Don’t party. 
I literally have no life trying 
to be the best parent I can. My 
son is 2 and had fallen asleep 
after our second grocery store 
looking for rice milk. It was 7:50 
p.m. and 65 degrees.” 

Can you guess what hap-
pened next? She let him snooze 

in the car a few minutes while 
she got the special milk. She 
emerged to find “multiple po-
lice cars” swarming. 

Why?
Someone had called 911 

about a child alone in a car. As 
if that is automatically neglect. 
The police grilled the mom for 
an hour, “All looking at me like 
the worst mother ever. I can 
potentially lose my career over 
this. How then will I support 
us?”

Until she finds out whether 
she is let off with a warning or 
is found guilty of a crime, this 
mom doesn’t know what lies 
ahead. Perhaps nothing but a 
bad memory, but perhaps the 
life of a single mom out of a job, 
forced to live someplace cheap 
and dangerous. How will that 
make her son “safer”?

It won’t. 
And here’s a note I got today. 

It should sound familiar:
“Dear Lenore: I’m a father of 

two boys in a Midwestern sub-
urb. I took my kids to school, 
one of them threw up on the 
way. So I took him home and 

cleaned him up. I’m a dad that 
works at home. I’d sent two files 
for FedEx to print so I went to 
pick them up. My son said, ‘I 
feel better, dad. Can I stay in 
the car?’ ”

Reader, what would you do? 
I’d do what this papa did:

“I parked in front of the Fe-
dEx, which is completely made 
of glass. He’s in plain sight. It’s 
63 degrees, the windows are 
open, the doors are locked.”

Again, someone called 911. 
Long story short:

“Child protective services 
made a ruling and I will be 
marked as a ‘child abuser’ for 
five years. I’m a 40-year-old 
man, without a single mark on 
my record. But because of this, 
I won’t be able to coach my kids’ 
teams any more or go on field 
trips with them. What do I do?”

Right now, there’s not much 
any parent can do other than 
stop calling 911 when you see a 
child in a car and it isn’t boiling 
hot and the car is in view of a 
retail establishment.

A truly good Samaritan 
does not set a case in motion 

against a family. A good Sa-
maritan stands by the car a few 
minutes to make sure the par-
ents are coming right back, or 
goes into the store to see if they 
can locate them. 

How dare I say that? Here’s 
how:

• Kids do not die the instant 
they are in an unmoving car. 
Of the 30–40 children who die 
in cars each year, Kidsand-
Cars.org reports, the over-
whelming majority were for-
gotten there or climbed into a 
car unbeknownst to the parent 
and couldn’t get out. They were 
not just waiting out a brief er-
rand. 

• Believe it or not, more kids 
die from getting hit by cars in 
parking lots than in parked 
cars. So let’s stop pretending 
“Take the kid out, he’s automat-
ically safe. Leave him in, he’s 
automatically in danger.” Plen-
ty of parents rue the day they 
took their kids out of the car in-
stead of letting them wait.

• Yes, cars get hot in the sum-
mer. So don’t get mad at parents 
who leave the air conditioning 

on while they run in to get a 
gallon of milk.

• If you see a child in some-
place like the IBM parking lot, 
that kid is in danger. Clearly 
she’s been forgotten by a parent 
who went into work. Calling for 
emergency help there makes 
sense. Calling in front of the 
grocery does not. 

• Remember we are all in 
this together. Let’s support 
parents like that valiant mom, 
above. And let’s assume that 
most parents who make a seat-
of- the-pants decision are not 
evil or abusive, but just trying 
to do what makes sense in the 
moment, like that dad, above. 

• Since forgetting kids is the 
real danger, the best prevention 
is to put your phone or wallet in 
the backseat with your child. 
That way even if you’re dis-
tracted, you will open the door 
to get your wallet and see your 
precious child.

Lenore Skenazy president of 
Let Grow, and founder of Free-

Range Kids.

Good intentions don’t always make things right
COLUMNS

As we look at past presiden-
tial campaigns in American his-
tory, it was the election of 1840 
that had the most enthusiastic 
participation. 

There was constant activity 
in terms of parades and rallies. 
The whole nation seemed to 
have developed an interest in 
this campaign. The two candi-
dates who ran were Democratic 
Party candidate Martin Van 
Buren from New York and Gen-
eral William Henry Harrison 

of Ohio, representing the Whig 
Party, which later became the 
Republican Party.

The Panic of 1837 greatly af-
fected the campaign. During 
that period there was a loss of 
businesses and jobs, although 
in 1840 it was reported that some 
people left their jobs in order to 
work on the campaigns. 

The candidates themselves 
did not get very active in the 
campaign, but their campaign 
staffs certainly did. When the 
fight was over, Harrison won, 
52 to 48 percent over Van Buren. 
It is tragic that Harrison died a 
month after taking office.

When we look beyond the 
race of 1840, the presidential 
race of 1860 led to the Civil War 
when Abraham Lincoln won 
the presidency. 

The next time presidential 
candidates became more ac-
tive can be traced to the races of 
Theodore Roosevelt and Wood-
row Wilson. Both of them were 
good public speakers and did a 
lot of their own campaigning. 
There were issues in all these 
campaigns, but the issue of im-
migration into our country did 
not affect any of the political 
campaigns back then. 

There were two pieces of leg-
islation pertaining to immigra-
tion. The first in 1924 was the 
Reed-Johnson Bill, which for the 
most part restricted immigra-
tion mainly from western Eu-
rope. In 1965 Sen. Ted Kennedy 
had a new bill introduced open-
ing immigration to our country 
from all of Europe, the Middle 
East, Asia and Africa. It became 

known as the Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1965. 

It should be understood, how-
ever, that the American people in 
both of these votes did not have 
a direct say in these legislative 
proceedings. The legislative bod-
ies in both these periods passed 
bills with very little, if any, input 
from the voting public. Today 
the situation is different. In our 
presidential election in 2020, im-
migration will be a major issue 
and the candidates running in 
both the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties will have to state 
their positions on this important 
matter. The party conventions 
will also take positions on this 
controversy, so the American 
citizen voting will also be voting 
for a position on immigration. 
The candidate who wins will 

also have public support on his 
or her position on immigration.

As we look at what is going 
to unfold in 2020, we can see an 
open primary in the Democratic 
Party with possibly a multitude 
of candidates running. There 
is also a strong possibility that 
President Donald Trump will 
face a primary in the Republi-
can Party. The candidate who 
wins in 2020 will have a chance 
to have his or her immigration 
policy become federal law for a 
long period of time. 

We can say that the people, 
by voting in the next presiden-
tial campaign, will help draw 
up this vitally important piece 
of legislation. American voters 
should at times be allowed to 
vote for or against important 
pieces of legislation.

A look at the history of immigration law in the U.S.

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may 
be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of 
Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Training relatives in care-
giving can ease their 
burden and aid stroke 

survivors. More than 81 mil-
lion baby boomers live in 
the United States, and most 
are at or exceed the age of 
55. This is the age when the 
odds of having a stroke and 
becoming a stroke caregiver 
start to increase. It is impor-
tant to know how to prevent 
stroke and how to prepare in 
case you or a family member 
experiences one.

Each year, 700,000 peo-
ple have a new or recurrent 
stroke. In adults over 55, the 
lifetime risk for stroke is 
greater than one in six, and 
women have a higher risk 
than men.

The first line of defense 
for all people, not just those 
over age 55, is to know the 
stroke warning signs, man-
age stroke risk factors and 
visit the doctor regularly. 
Some risk factors are high 
blood pressure, smoking, 
obesity, having a family his-
tory of stroke or having had 

a transient ischemic attack, 
or “ministroke.”

If you or a family member 
has one or more of these risk 
factors, there is a real pos-
sibility you could become 
a stroke caregiver. Making 
plans now will save an im-
measurable amount of time 
and stress later, and allow 
you to concentrate on what 
really matters in a health 
crisis — your family mem-
ber.

According to an Ameri-
can Stroke Association sur-
vey, two out of three people 
say they are prepared in the 
event they become a care-
giver, yet only seven percent 
of those same respondents 
are planning — or have 
planned — for the event.

“Families don’t realize 
that even stroke survivors 
who regain functional inde-
pendence will need constant, 
full-time care for an ex-
tended period of time while 
rehabilitating. They may 
need care for one month, 10 
years, or a

lifetime,” explained Rob-
ert Adams, MD and Ameri-
can Stroke Association vol-
unteer.

Taking simple actions 
now can help protect against 
— and, in some instances, 
eliminate — the impact 
that comes with becoming a 
stroke caregiver:

• First, know and manage 
your and your family mem-
ber’s stroke risk factors.

• Second, identify materi-
als to educate yourself and 
your family on what being a 
caregiver involves.

• Third, ask your at-risk 
family members about their 
financial situation.

• Finally, take stock of 
your own financial health 
and retirement savings.

Taking simple actions 
now can help protect against 
the impact that comes with 
becoming a stroke care-
giver.

For more, call the Amer-
ican Stroke Association at 
(888) 4-STROKE, or visit 
StrokeAssociation.org. 

Boomers should prepare to become caregivers

Training relatives in caregiving can ease their burden and aid stroke sur-
vivors. It is important to know how to prevent stroke and how to prepare 
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Now there’s a faster way  
to treat strokes: 

Take the hospital  
to the patient.

It’s a stroke treatment center—complete with  
a CT scanner and access to a neurologist from 
Weill Cornell Medicine—that can travel straight 
to the patient, saving them precious time and 
precious brain cells. If you suspect someone’s 
having a stroke, call 911. 

Learn more about the MSTU at nyp.org/mstu

The Mobile Stroke Treatment Unit  
is now in Queens. 

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

M ore women than men have 
strokes — the leading cause 
of disability and third-leading 

cause of death in the United States — 
according to a national survey con-
ducted by HealthyWomen, the nation’s 
leading independent health infor-
mation source for women, but many 
women may be dramatically underes-
timating their risk.

Leean Hendrix did. At age 26, the 
former Miss Arizona was talking to 
her friend when she suddenly realized 
her speech had become incomprehen-
sible. Concerned, she looked in the 
mirror and realized the right side of 
her face was drooping. She knew im-
mediately something was wrong.

“When I went to the hospital, I 
learned I had suffered a stroke. I never 
thought it would happen to me,” said 
Leean. “I was young, healthy and in 
shape.”

According to the survey of 2,000 
women, which was conducted in part-
nership with the National Stroke As-
sociation and the American College 
of Emergency Physicians by Harris 
Interactive, 40 percent of women said 
they were only somewhat — or not at 
all — concerned about experiencing a 
stroke in their lifetime. Furthermore, 
although women are twice as likely to 
die from stroke as they are from breast 
cancer, the survey found that women 
believed breast cancer to be fi ve times 
more prevalent than stroke.

“The results of the survey un-
derscore what we see too often with 
women when it comes to dealing with 
their unique health issues,” said Eliza-
beth Battaglino Cahill, RN, executive 
director of HealthyWomen. “As they 
put the health of family members and 
everyone else fi rst, they often under-

estimate their own risks and ignore 
warning signs of serious health prob-
lems, like stroke.”

An acute ischemic stroke occurs 
when an obstruction, such as a blood 
clot, blocks blood fl ow to the brain. The 
obstruction deprives the brain of blood 
and oxygen, destroying valuable nerve 
cells in the affected area within min-
utes.

“Stroke knows no gender and can 
happen to anyone at any age,” said 
Marilyn Rymer, MD, director of the 
Brain and Stroke Institute at Saint 
Luke’s Hospital in Kansas City. “Given 
the prevalence of stroke in women, it is 
especially critical for women to under-
stand the risk factors and symptoms.”

Only 27 percent of women surveyed 
could name more than two of the six 
primary stroke symptoms. 

“If you experience any of the symp-
toms of a stroke, it is imperative to call 
9-1-1 so you receive immediate medi-
cal attention, even if the symptoms go 
away,” said Angela Gardner, MD, pres-
ident of the American College of Emer-
gency Physicians. “Time equals brain; 
for every minute the brain is deprived 
of oxygen, it may lose up to 1.9 million 
brain cells. If you are having even one 
of the symptoms of stroke, come to the 
emergency department so we can eval-
uate and treat you.”

Because of her stroke, Leean has 
no memories of her high school days. 
However, she’s using her experience to 
educate others. 

“I am living proof that a stroke re-
ally can happen to anyone and I urge 
all women to take control of their 
health and learn the signs and risk fac-
tors for stroke.”

For more, visit www.healthywomen.
org. 

Women and stroke: How 
much do you know?

More women than men have strokes, according to a national survey, but many women may 
be dramatically underestimating their risk.
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NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefit 

you.

 Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
 Leg, Low Back Weakness
 Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
 Difficulty Walking
 Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
 Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
 Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

We Now 
Have 

Cold LASER

MOST 
INSURANCE 
ACCEPTED

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

It affects more than 240,000 Ameri-
cans every year, according to Na-
tional Stroke Association, but most 

people don’t know what it is and many 
don’t realize when they’ve had one. It’s 
called transient ischemic attack — and 
it’s a major warning sign that a stroke 
may happen.

Many don’t know they’ve had an at-
tack because it happens so quickly. Ac-
cording to National Stroke Association, 
attacks last less than a day — most last 
less than fi ve minutes — and don’t leave 
any lasting effects to cause worry. Many 
people don’t tell their doctors about the 
short-lived attack, but it’s important to 
seek immediate medical care because 
more than one-third of people who have 
an attack will suffer a stroke. In fact, al-
though studies may vary, up to 20 per-
cent will have one within 90 days, says 
the American Heart Association.

By knowing more about transient 
ischemic attacks, you can recognize 
your risk, know when to seek imme-
diate medical attention, and talk with 
your doctor about treatment options 
and lifestyle changes that can help re-
duce the risk of stroke after an attack.

It’s important to call 9-1-1 immedi-
ately if an attack occurs. Here’s how to 
recognize if you or someone you know 
is having an attack:

• Sudden numbness or weakness of 

the face, arm or leg, especially on one 
side of the body

• Sudden trouble seeing in one or 
both eyes

• Sudden confusion, trouble speak-
ing or understanding

• Sudden dizziness, trouble walking, 
loss of balance or coordination

• Sudden, severe headache with no 
known cause

“Transient ischemic attack and 
stroke education are so important. If I 
had known more, I would have talked 
to my doctor about my risk and tried to 
reduce it before I had a stroke,” said at-
tack patient Charlie Harris, 62. 

For more information, visit www.
TalkAboutTIA.com.

What you don’t know can hurt you

A sudden, severe headache with no known 
cause can be caused by a transient ischemic 
attack — a major warning sign that a stroke 
may happen.
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Miguel, Bronx  
resident and high 
school student 
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Miguel and Mary are advocates working 
with Teens for Food Justice and the 
American Heart Association to make 

healthy drinks the norm. 

You can help. 

'�
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Mary, Bronx resident, 
mother, grandmother �

!
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��
 ��

Grand
Opening
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA
$8,888$8,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246939k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'15 HONDA CIVIC

$11,888BUY 
FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD
$12,488BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#J5998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE LAT
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSSAN MAXIMA

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

4TH OF JULY C
STARTING NOW A
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LIMITED

TIME

PLUS

FREE
ADJUSTABLE BASE**

UP TO A $699 VALUE - FREE

$9 A MONTH†

0% APR for 72 Months*

MATTRESSES ON SALE STARTING AT

Minimum purchase of $625 with your Mattress Firm credit card.
72 equal monthly payments required.

ALL BEDS ON SALE
LOWEST 

PRICE 
EVER! WAS $397 

MEMORY FOAM QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW $297

4TH OF 
JULY SALE

DON’T WAIT • OUR BEST OFFER IS BACK!
The last time we did this, we sold out.

MF39_NYC_WRAP_6.29_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_1
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LOWEST
$9 a month mattresses

LONGEST
0% APR for 72 months*

WIDEST
Range of Famous

Name Brands

THE 
BIG

DEAL

BACK BY
POPULAR DEMAND

ALL BEDS
ON SALE

Mattresses under

$10
a month

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE

 BASE

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Soft Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$10 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $650

SAVE 
$51

Queen | Firm Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$9 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $648

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Medium Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$10 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $650

SAVE 
$51

Queen | Plush Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$9 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $648

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Firm Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$10 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $650

SAVE 
$51

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$9 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $648

MF39_NYC_WRAP_6.29_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_2_3



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 29–JULY 5, 2018 31  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

LOWEST
$9 a month mattresses

LONGEST
0% APR for 72 months*

WIDEST
Range of Famous

Name Brands

THE 
BIG

DEAL

BACK BY
POPULAR DEMAND

ALL BEDS
ON SALE

Mattresses under

$20
a month

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE

 BASE

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Lux Firm Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$12 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $799

SAVE 
$200

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$14 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $999

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Memory Foam Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$12 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $799

SAVE 
$200

Queen | Firm Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$19 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $1299

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

SAVE 
$200

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$13 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $899

SAVE 
$300

Queen | Plush Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$19 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $1299
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+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

25 beds under $25 a month

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

Choose from a wide range of top-quality, name-brand mattresses.

LOWEST
monthly payments 

ever, starting at 
$9 a month.

LONGEST
interest-free 

fi nancing at 0% APR 
for 72 months*.

WIDEST
range of famous 
name brands to 

choose from.

1-800-MAT-FIRM |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

Limited Time • Hurry In!

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Plush Mattress

$13 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $899

NEW SAVINGS

SAVE 
$300

Queen | Cushion Firm Mattress

$23 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1599

NEW SAVINGS

SAVE 
$200

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

$10 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $699

NEW SAVINGS

SAVE 
$300

Queen | Firm Mattress

$19 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1299

NEW SAVINGS

0% APR: 6 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $625 on your 
Mattress Firm credit card. 72, 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 6/27/18-7/4/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly 
payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be 
higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Down payment equal to sales tax and delivery required. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new 
accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. †All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest 
whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on minimum queen mattress purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Total amount to pay is total of all monthly payments. Additional purchases may aff ect the monthly payment. 
Subject to credit approval.**Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 6/27/18-7/4/18. Receive a free Head Up 50 adjustable base (up to a $699 value) with select mattress purchases of $599 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid 
on same-size mattress purchased. Split king or split California king base purchases consist of 2 bases. For split king or split California king purchases consumer will receive one free adjustable base with promotion, with second base at 
regular price. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er not valid on previous purchases, fl oor models, clearance items, Serta iComfort or Purple mattresses. Certain 
other exclusions may apply. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1199. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection 
may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm 
reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 6/27/18-7/4/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

MF39_NYC_WRAP_6.29_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_4
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 06/29/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$10,588BUY 
FOR:

689 miles, Stk#29008
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,488BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$12,500BUY 

FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

CELEBRATION
AT MAJOR WORLD
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D OW N T OW N 
YO GA

Celebration of the ancient Indian art of exercise and relaxation comes to Flushing

International Yoga Day has become something of a big 
deal in a short time. Started just four years ago by 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the celebration 
of the ancient Indian art of exercise and relaxation has 
spread to more than a dozen countries, including this 
event in Flushing. Aboard their yoga mats, more than 
100 people participated in a series of yoga workshops in 
the wedding hall at the Hindu Temple Society of North 
America on Bowne Street. The symbol for the Hindu 
word, “Om,” is everywhere on International Yoga Day. It 
refers to both the sound made by yoga participants as 
they exercise as well as a person’s inner self or soul. And 
Community Affairs officers from the 109th Precinct sit 
in the back row during the event, but one of them gives 
the breathing exercise a try. Photos by Michael Shain
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Bayside Little LeagueBayside Little League  marks conclusion of spring marks conclusion of spring 
campaign with barbecue, trophy presentationcampaign with barbecue, trophy presentation

CELEBRATING THE END OF A SEASONCELEBRATING THE END OF A SEASON

(Pictured clockwise from top) The Bayside Little League season — consisting 
of three divisions and more than 100 games — came to an end, which means 
it was time for the Awards BBQ at Crocheron Park. Here’s Team Avella — 
sponsored by state Sen. Tony Avella — showing off their trophies. Niko, from 
Whitestone, shows off his team trophy for finishing this year at the top 
of his division, the Texas League for 8- and 9-year-olds. Manning the grill 
at the barbecue is something like umpiring, only not as hot. Jonathan (l.) 
and Robert Reid Jr. keep the hot dogs and hamburgers coming. Bob Reid 
(in red) — seen here with officers from the 111th Precicnt — has been riun-
ning the Bayside Little League since Abner Doubleday invented the game, 
or so it seems. Team Elite celebrates a terrific season in the Texas Farm 
division, which is strictly for 7-year-olds. The Texas Farm team sponsored 
by Papazzio, the Italian restaurant on Bell Boulevard, terrorized the Texas 
Farm division this season.  Photos by Michael Shain and Linda Lindenauer
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WIN TICKETS 

FOR YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN

www.cnglocal.com/angels

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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Leandra Requena told 
her story about crossing the 
Mexican border at 25 into 
the United States with her 
5-year-old daughter rather 
than allowing her young 
family  to “suffer” in a vio-
lent country. 

“When I see [the children 
in detainment], it breaks my 
heart and I say how cruel, 
how despicable is this presi-
dent? He doesn’t have human-
ity. He doesn’t have any kind 
of values,” Requena said.

Van Bramer chose 
Roosevelt Avenue through 
Woodside and Sunnyside 
for the diversity of the two 
neighborhoods, especial-
ly their Hispanic immi-
grants.

“Donald Trump may 
have been raised in this 
borough,” Van Bramer 
continued to the sounds 
of boos. “But what he says 
and believes in his heart 
is not what we believe in 
Queens.”

Trump, one of five chil-
dren, lived with his family 
in Jamaica Estates.

Judy Zangwill from Sun-

nyside Community Services 
said many immigrants are 
represented by the group, 
which is a senior center but 
also has programs for all 
ages.

Jose Leon, a senior staff 
attorney with Catholic Mi-
gration Services, said he 
was appalled by the images 
of children in detention 
and that the organization 
he represents will continue 
fighting for immigrants.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Sharon DeVivo said. “Our 
long-term relationship with 
the Port Authority and 
LaGuardia Airport, and 
our mission of providing a 
transformative education 
with a lifetime of opportu-
nity for every student will 
continue to f lourish while 
Queens residents share in 
the benefit of LaGuardia’s 

redevelopment.”
Additional eligibility 

criteria and scholarship ap-
plications will be published 
later this summer and be 
posted to the Vaughn Col-
lege and Port Authority 
websites. Scholarship win-
ners will be chosen by a 
joint Vaughn College and 
Port Authority panel.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

playground, complete with 
toddler swings.

On the north, south and 
west sides of the park, fenc-
es were removed as part of 
the Parks Without Borders 
initiative to allow the com-
munity to take advantage 
of the space.

The renovations at Louis 
Simeone Park were carried 
out under the Community 
Parks Initiative, launched 
by de Blasio in October 2014 
to set aside $318 million for 
investment in improving 

greenspaces in parts of the 
city most densely populated 
and with a large number of 
low-income residents.

Louis Simeone was a 
community activist in Co-
rona who died in 1984. He 
attended St. John’s Uni-
versity before starting an 
accounting and insurance 
firm in his community. 
He served with many civic 
organizations such as the 
Lions Club, Community 
Board 4 and Community 
School Board 24.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Rally

Continued from Page 2 

Park

Continued from Page 3 

Scholarship

Hundreds marched up Roosevelt and Greenpoint Avenue to call on the White House to reunite families Monday 
night. Photo by Mark Hallum

monitoring device, and pro-
hibits the installation of a 
camera within 300 feet of a 
highway exit ramp.

City Council Speaker 
Corey Johnson (D-Manhat-
tan) said the New York state 
Senate failed the city by not 
extending and expanding 
speed cameras in school 
zones. 

“Playing political games 
with the safety of children 
is completely unacceptable 
and I urge Republicans in 
the Senate to follow the As-
sembly’s lead and fix this 
before heading home for 
the year,” Johnson said. 
“We need to protect our 
children.” 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

Continued from Page 2 

Speed cam

Contact the newsroom 

718-260-4545

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

unapologetic leaders who stand up for 
working families—not the Democratic 
establishment. Here in Queens, work-
ing families are losing affordable hous-
ing, our subway system is broken, and 
students attend overcrowded and un-
derfunded schools... Enough is enough. 
Queens’ voters made their voices heard 
last night: It’s time to clean house.”

Crowley, who is chairman of the 
Queen Democratic Party organiza-
tion,  followed through on his promise 
on the campaign trail to back Ocasio in 
the general election against Republican 
Anthony Pappas, a St. John’s University 
professor, if he lost the primary.

“It has been the honor of a lifetime to 
represent Queens and the Bronx. I am 
proud of the race we ran and, more im-
portantly, proud of all of the work we’ve 
done to advance this community,” Crow-
ley said. “The Trump administration is 
a threat to everything we stand for here 
in Queens and the Bronx, and if we don’t 
win back the House this November, we 
will lose the nation we love. This is why 
we must come together. We will only be 
able to stop Donald Trump and the Re-
publican Congress by working together 
as a united Democratic Party.”

Ocasio-Cortez’s victory Party at 
Park Billiards and Cafe in the Bronx 
was crammed with supporters, includ-
ing Cynthia Nixon who is challenging 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo as a Democrat.

Ocasio-Cortez declined to comment 
at her victory party and the campaign 
has not returned media inquiries.

In contrast, the atmosphere at Crow-
ley’s party at The Queensboro Restau-
rant in Jackson Heights was tense as the 
numbers rolled in, with elected officials 
from across Queens restlessly shuffling 
in and out of building. Once the results 
were called in Ocasio-Cortez’s favor, he 
performed a cover of “Born to Run” by 
Bruce Springsteen on guitar, dedicated 
to Ocasio-Cortez.

Catelina Cruz is an attorney who is 
one of three Latina candidates running 
for the state Assembly seat recently va-
cated by city Councilman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) when he 
switched positions in 2017. Assembly-
woman Ari Espinal (D-Jackson Heights) 
won the seat in an April special election 
and is fighting to keep the seat against 
Cruz and Yonel Letellier Sosa.

“I want to congratulate Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez on her successful cam-
paign, built on grassroots energy and 
a people-centric platform. I also want 
to thank Joe Crowley for his decades of 
dedicated service to our community,” 
Cruz said.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
spoke well of his colleague in Congress, 
saying he had contributed to making 
housing more affordable. Ocasio-Cortez 
had claimed Crowley was a force behind 
gentrification, having alleged financial 
interests with luxury real estate devel-
opers.

“As a representative of a neighbor-
ing district, I’ve had the opportunity 
to know Joe Crowley as a champion 

for American families in both D.C. and 
at home in Queens, New York,” Meeks 
said. “Chairman Crowley has faith-
fully served his country and constitu-
ents with conviction, always working 
to address the issues facing everyday 
Americans, like making housing more 
affordable and fixing our health care 
system, or making it easier to raise a 
family. He has stood alongside minori-
ties in the fight against discrimination, 
with immigrants against this adminis-
tration, and with workers fighting for 
fair-wages.”

Crowley’s unexpected defeat set off 
a scramble among possible House con-
tenders for the speaker’s post and the 
leadership of the Democratic Caucus.  
President Trump sent a Tweet gloating 
over Crowley’s demise since the Queens 
lawmaker had been among his fiercest 
critics.

“Wow! Big Trump Hater Congress-
man Joe Crowley, who many expected 
was going to take Nancy Pelosi’s place, 
just LOST his primary election. In other 
words, he’s out! That is a big one that no-
body saw happening. Perhaps he should 
have been nicer, and more respectful, to 
his President!” Trump wrote.

Crowley was eclipsed by Ocasio-
Cortez in his western Queens neigh-
borhoods, where he got 8,220 votes to 
her 11,804 votes.  In the Bronx, Ocasio’s 
home turf, he counted 3,541 votes to her 
4,093 votes.

The district has a large Hispanic 
population along with immigrants from 
many parts of the world.

Crowley received a sharp rebuke on 
the New York Times editorial page for 
skipping a June 18  debate in the Bronx 
with Ocasio-Cortez and sending a His-
panic woman surrogate in his stead.

A debate in Jackson Heights on June 
21 saw the congressional candidates 
slug it out over community issues such 
as a controversial housing development 
on 82nd Street.

Ocasio-Cortez claimed Crowley had 
taken money from developers before 
passing a bill in 2015 that deregulated 
foreign investment in luxury real estate 
in the United States and claimed the me-
dian price of an apartment in Queens 
has risen 80 percent.

“The 82nd Street rezoning is wrong,” 
Ocasio-Cortez said. “Even if it does get 
constructed, it should be 100 percent 
affordable housing, but we also know 
that when we are presiding over these 
important issues in this community we 
should not be taking money from one 
side and pretending we are neutral.”

Crowley also accused Ocasio-Cor-
tez of seeking support from disgraced 
pol Hiram Monserrate, who not only 
served prison time for stealing govern-
ment funds but also brutally assaulted 
his girlfriend on video, checkbecause 
she appeared at an event for the East 
Elmhurst Corona Democrats club, 
which is led by Monserrate.

“That’s a lie. I have not sought his 
support,” Ocasio-Cortez responded. “I 
was at the only Latino Democratic Club 
in East Elmhurst and Corona. That’s 
where I was.”

Peralta, who attended Crowley’s vic-
tory party, offered words of support for 
Ocasio-Cortez.

Continued from Page 1 

Crowley defeated
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Forest Hills — 71-15 Austin Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375   Garden City — 2131 Jericho Turnpike, Garden City Park, NY 11040 
Mineola — 80 East Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, NY  11501

Please cal l  a Lending Representat ive at  516.548.8521

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look first to Hanover  
Community Bank. With competitive rates, dedicated staff and  
service that puts your needs first, Hanover makes home financing 
 
 

fast, easy and stress-free. Enjoy flexible mortgage options for loans 
of various sizes on 1-4 family homes,  investment properties, condos 
or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable costs, it’s everything 
you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. That’s 
Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

NEW AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM!

� UP TO 95%  
FINANCING � LOW-TO-MODERATE 

INCOME FAMILIES

� FIRST & REPEAT  
HOME BUYERS � COMPETITIVE  

INTEREST RATE

Equal Opportunity Lender. All applications are subject to the Bank’s  normal underwriting and credit approval process.

C O M E  HO M E  TO  A  G R E AT  M ORTG A G E .

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL LENDING                                                                 NMLS ID# 764648
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you strolled along Austin Street during the 

recent Festival of the Arts pre-summer street 

fair in Forest Hills, you probably heard Jukebox 

Jive band’s rockin’ sounds down 71st Road — 

also known as “Restaurant Row.”

Despite the rain, locals gathered under a 

large tent to enjoy a lively three-hour concert. 

You could tell that the crowd — made up of 

teens, older folks, moms with strollers and some 

hipsters — was digging the music. 

That experience turned a rainy Saturday af-

ternoon into a special event. 

“The Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce is 

proud to present the festival each June,” Cham-

ber of Commerce president Leslie Brown said. 

“As the founder of the event, I am pleased that 

we attract thousands of people and can show-

case all that Forest Hills has to offer. This year, I 

was able to work with musicians, all from Forest 

Hills. Band leader Rod Caccavale and vocalist 

Syd Livingston brought the Jukebox Jive band to 

life and I look forward to having the band back 

again. My mission is the 3 C’s: commerce, com-

munity and culture.” 

While a few uninhibited music lovers were 

grooving to the band near the stage, others were 

boogying to the beat from their seats and singing 

along with the two female vocalists who performed 

a medley of catchy tunes.

JUKEBOX JIVE 
BAND ROCKS 
FOREST HILLS
Local entertainer who caught Sinatra’s 
eye remembers her show biz journey 

Forest Hills-based singer/entertainer Linda Kurtis belts out crowd-
pleasing songs with her favorite band, Jukebox Jive, playing behind 
her during the recent Festival of the Arts/street fair event held in the 
area. Photo courtesy of Edward Konig Continued on Page 48
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BY MERLE EXIT

Each time my friends 
and I have passed Gyro 
Grill in Rego Park, the 
eatery always appeared 
to be busy and buzzing.

The restaurant, lo-
cated at 63-02 Woodhaven 
Blvd., is more of a take-
out establishment, offer-
ing Greek cuisine.

There is seating for 24 
along the window area 
and two sections of the 
long food area. One sec-
tion is designed for the 
grilling and gyro rotis-
series, while the other 
has steam tables. My 
friend and I were lucky to 
get one of only a few unoc-
cupied tables. 

Gyros, a staple of 
Greek cuisine, are pre-
pared here with either 
chicken or a combination 
of lamb and beef. Slices of 
the seasoned, raw meat 
are placed upon a thick 
skewer, which is on a ver-
tical rotisserie. The lamb 
and beef has meat layered 
in an alternative manner 
to get the best flavor of 
the combination. Usually 

a slab of fat is placed on 
the top in order to give 
moisture as it cooks. The 

process involves making 
sure that there are no 
gaps in this cone-shaped 

meal.
Slices of the cooked 

meat are then plated, 

with the outside pieces 
the most well done and 
the gyro continuing to 

revolve and cook. Gyros 
are usually served in a 
sandwich consisting of 
pita bread, onions, and 
tomatoes, accompanied 
by tzatziki sauce made of 
yogurt, cucumbers, gar-
lic and herbs.

Souvlaki, on the other 
hand, is a combination of 
small chunks of seasoned 
meat — either chicken or 
pork — placed on a wood-
en skewer and grilled. 
Bifteki is seasoned 
ground beef rolled and 
grilled. Sort of like a ham-
burger with seasoning.

There is no table ser-
vice. You hop up to the 
counter, make your choic-
es and either bring it to a 
table or get it to go. 

We ordered the gyro 
platter, which came a 
pound of meat and differ-
ent options on the side, 
one of which was grilled 
vegetables consisting of 
mushrooms, yellow and 
green squash and sweet 
peppers. Other alterna-
tives included lemon 
potatoes. A second item 
of salad came with the 

Gyro Grill offers authentic Greek cuisine in Rego Park

This is just a small portion of the gyro plate with gyro meat, grilled vegetables and tzatziki sauce. Photo by Merle Exit

Continued on Page 46

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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Answers in Sports

For more Theater Listings,
visit us at: TIMESLEDGER.COM

The Metropolitan Opera Summer Recital 
Series — Enjoy an evening of sunset opera 
on the waterfront. The Met’s Summer Recital 
Series returns to Socrates for its eighth 
season, featuring three talented young Met 
singers performing arias and duets from a 
variety of operas.
When: Friday, June 29, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park
Cost: Free 

‘MA’ - Negative Space — Ninja Ballet Dance 
Company fuses traditional martial arts and 
classical ballet, creating an immersive and 
interactive dance theater performance with 
original music, special effects, and fi ght 
choreography.
When: Friday, June 29, at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 
June 30, at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
July 1, at 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $30 online; $35 at door

Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 

Tango & Flamenco Fusion — A World 
Premiere musical production of a unique 
fusion of tango and fl amenco, the two most 
important Hispanic manifestations in music, 
song and dance from Spain and Latin America.
When: Friday, June 29, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, 
June 30, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, July 1, at 4 p.m.
Where: Thalia Hispanic Theatre
Cost: $45 at door; $40 in advance; $37 for 
students and seniors
Contact: (718) 729-3800

Shakespeare-aoke! The Ultimate 
Shakespearience — The night features 
short performances from members of the 
community who wish to recite, read or act 
out one of Shakespeare’s many works. 
When: Saturday, June 30, at 7:30 p.m
Where: St. Luke’s Church, Forest Hills
Cost: $10 to reserve a spot to perform; $5 
for admission

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 29-July 5, 2018 

By Ed Canty

Etched in Stone
Across
1. Pop icon?
6. "No prob!"
11. 1/24 case
14. Milk top, once
15. Cowboy's lasso
16. GI's entertainer
17. Lake Stone
19. Tach measure
20. "Gotcha!"
21. Distributes
23. Prepare to fight!
26. Sounding wowed
27. Compels
28. John, Sean or 
Julian
30. Writer Dinesen
31. Sportscaster 
Jim
32. 3.14 or 4.0
35. Little john?
36. Like Dalmatians
38. '60s 
battleground
39. Storm center
40. Congress 
staffers
41. "Molto ___!"
42. Antacid brand
44. Makes into 
confetti
46. Where spirits 
meet?
48. Central New 
York tribe
49. ___ blanche
50. Newborn
52. Boat with a 
double standard?
53. DPW's stone
58. 1 or 66: Abbr.

59. Not worth ___
60. Give right of way
61. Word on a gift 
tag
62. "Ransom" 
actress Rene
63. Daggers of yore

Down
1. Angel dust, 
briefly
2. Ending for ranch 
or canyon
3. Author
4. Schlemiel
5. Post-workout 
words
6. Become 
apparent
7. 1980 NFL MVP
8. A shirt tag may 
tickle it

9. "Thanks, but I 
already ___"
10. Forgave
11. Canadian stone
12. Colorado ski 
city
13. Chinese food 
request
18. Swing-set set
22. "I get it now!"
23. Use TurboTax
24. "You have __ in 
the matter!"
25. Cemetary stone
26. ___ in a blue 
moon
28. Type of paint
29. M.D.'s who may 
cure snoring
31. Aborted, at 
NASA
33. 2008 Beijing 

Olympics mascot
34. Totally unkempt
36. It's touched by 
the thumb
37. Lose luster
41. United Kingdom
43. Worker on the 
mound?
44. Bump in the 
road
45. Eight English kings
46. Boa
47. Kept an ___ 
the ground
48. ___ a good start
50. Citizens: Suffix
51. Nice negatives
54. Critical hosp. 
wing
55. Victory sign
56. Eleven starters
57. Grp. in Utah

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63
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meal, which I opted to try. 
The small Greek salad 
consisted of stuffed grape 
leaves, whole olives, cu-
cumbers, grape tomatoes, 
feta cheese, red peppers, 
sliced red onions and ro-
maine lettuce.

Not only was the meat 
perfectly seasoned, there 
is certainly a generous 
enough portion for at 
least two people. It does 
come with one piece of 
pita bread but for the ex-
tra buck you can have a 
total lunch for two with 
leftovers.  

Two other items fea-
tured at the eatery are 
moussaka and pastichio. 

Moussaka is kind 
of like having a ground 
beef and eggplant parme-
san. Sliced potatoes line 
the bottom of the baking 
dish that absorb a good 
amount of the flavor. 
Gyro Grill uses both egg-
plant and green squash. 
The vegetables are sau-
téed, placed on top of the 
potatoes and then a layer 
of the meat sauce caps the 
whole thing off. A bécha-
mel sauce is layered on 
the top of this and then 
the entire entree is baked. 
Parmesan cheese is often 
added to the dish, and in 
my case, it was. 

Pastichio resembles 
something more like la-
sagna, where ground beef 
tops the pasta and bé-
chamel sauce is layered 
on the top and baked. 
Rather than lasagna 
noodles, penne or ziti is 
used. There are season-
ings added to both the 
moussaka and pastichio 
that give the dishes an au-
thentic Greek flavor. My 
friend and I decided to try 
the Pastichio and we were 
both totally impressed.

There were two other 
menu items that I wanted 
to sample. Greek cuisine 
is noted for a soup called 
avgolemono, a Greek lem-
on chicken soup. Chunks 
of chicken, orzo and car-
rots are added to the soup, 
along with a bit of lemon 
juice. It had a nice taste 
and wasn’t overwhelmed 
with lemon.

Then there was the 
spanakopita, a spinach 
pie made with eggs and 
feta cheese, using that 
great flaky phyllo dough. 
What a great breakfast or 
brunch idea for me — or 
Popeye the Sailor.  

For those of you who 
are vegetarians, Gyro 
Grill offers falafel, basi-
cally made from ground 
chickpeas and spices 
such as garlic, parsley, 
scallions and lemon, then 
rolled into a ball and deep 
fried. They are served 

with pita bread and either 
tahini dressing or tza-
tziki. Tahini dressing is a 
paste made from ground 
sesame seed while hum-
mus is a combination of 
both tahini and chick 
peas.  

There was just no room 
to even sample dessert, 
which is, you guessed it, 
baklava.

Gyro Grill is a family 
affair, as the owner and 
his wife — both of Greek 
heritage — run the eat-
ery, while the owner’s 
father-in-law is manning 
the grill. The couple 
comes in early to prepare 
the gyros and food in the 
steam tables.  

Prices are quite af-
fordable. Expect to pay 
around $9 for a sandwich 
and $14 for a platter. A 
side of gyro meat can be 
purchased for $5.   

Having been to Greece 
and some fine dining 
Greek restaurants in the 
states, I highly recom-
mend Gryo Grill both for 
its authenticity and the 
freshness of the food. You 
may never go back to Ital-
ian lasagna after trying 
the pastichio. 

Gyro Grill is open 
from 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
from Mondays to Satur-
days and from 12 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. on Sundays. 
Visit  www.gyrogrill.com  
for more information.

Continued from Page 44 

Gyro

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Wonder — A 10-year-old 
boy with a facial deformity 
attends school for the 
fi rst time when he begins 
the fi fth grade. With the 
support of his parents, he 
learns how to make friends 
and adjust to his new 
environment.
When: Friday, June 29, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Paul Raimonda 
Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
An American Tail — Fievel, 
an immigrant mouse 
searches for his family in 
1800s New York City after 
they are separated upon 

their arrival in America.
When: Saturday, June 30, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Rory Staunton Field
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Edward Scissorhands — 
Edward’s unconventional 
charm is soon discovered 
as he styles hair, gardens 
and grooms dogs with the 
shears of metal where his 
fi ngers should have been.
When: Tuesday, July 3, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Juniper Valley Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Jumanji: Welcome to the 
Jungle — Four teenagers 
are sucked into a jungle-

themed video game.
When: Thursday, July 5, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Roy Wilkins Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

EVENTS

Rockaway Beach Super 
Boardwalk Street Fair 
— Craft and gift vendors 
will be selling handmade 
and handpicked items, 
and service vendors 
will be provide valuable 
information about homes, 
businesses, and lifestyles.
When: Saturday, June 30, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Beach 86th Street 
and Shorefront Parkway
Cost: Free
Contact: (516) 442-6000

Learn to Ride — Bring a 
bike, a child, and a helmet 
for this free fun event! Show 
your kids, ages 5 or older, 
how to ride a two-wheeler. 
Pre-register at  bike.nyc/
education/classes/learn-to-
ride-kids .

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

When: Saturday, June 30, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Norelli- Hargreaves 
Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Making Magic with Ethan 
— Ethan’s philosophy is 
that magic is meant to be 
created and shared with 
people; it should not simply 
be designed to trick the 
crowd. Together, both Ethan 
and the audience create an 
amazing show. Guests of all 
ages should come out and 
be surprised. 
When: Saturday, June 30, at 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.; Sunday, 
July 1, at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Where: Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676

Arts Culture Fun 
Queensboro Dance 
Festival — Join us for the 
Queensboro Dance Festival, 
an annual six-month 
tour of performances 
and community dance 
activities featuring dance 
companies all from Queens. 
For the full Queens tour 
schedule, visit  www.
queensborodancefestival.
com .
When: Saturday, June 30, 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Beach 17th Street 
and Boardwalk

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Sunday Tai Chi — Best 
practiced outdoors, Tai Chi 
is a moving experience that 
exercises the body, relaxes 
the spirit, uplifts the heart, 
and heals the soul. Classes 
at Socrates are taught by 
certifi ed instructors from 
the Taoist Tai Chi Society. 
All levels welcome. Wear 
comfortable clothing. 
When: Sunday, July, from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Continued on Page 48
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
July 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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BY ROD IVEY

Participants of the 
Su-Casa Residency Pro-
gram at the Theodora 
Jackson Adult Center 
showcased their art-
work in a program-end-
ing finale last week.

The program partici-
pants presented their 
original silk scarves, de-
signed and hand-painted 
over the last six months, 
at the June 18 event. The 
director of Su-Casa, An-
thonia Akinbola. also 
unveiled a large paint-
ing that the entire pro-
gram created together.

“The artwork pro-
vides an item that is 
wearable and valuable as 
something they can use 
and see,” Akinbola said.

Theodora Jackson 
Adult Center — located at 

92-47 165th St. in Jamaica 
— is run under the direc-
tion of Cynthia Ellington 
and provides exercise, 
lunch and special trips to 
the seniors of Jamaica.

A dozen of the clients 
attended the unveil-
ing and modeled their 
fashions that stylishly 
accessorized the outfits 
they wore. Participants 

of the program felt the 
creation of wearable 
silk scarves was useful 
as well as beautiful.

“It provides me with 
a skill that could also be 
used in a business,” said 
Aminah, an artist and 
participant.

Akinbola and her 
husband, Patrick, cre-
ated the art program 
together. They are both 
from Nigeria and met 
while receiving degrees 
at the University of Mis-
souri, where they start-
ed their art programs. 
They later relocated to 
New York City to get 
greater support for the 
programs.

This particular 
showcase was spon-
sored by an award from 
the Queens Council On 
the Arts.

Su-Casa Residency artists showcase 
their work at program-ending fi nale

At the Theodora Jackson Adult Center in Jamaica, it was 
time to show off six months of hard work creating origi-
nal silk scarves designed and painted by hand at a fashion 
and art show hosted by the director of Su-Casa Residency 
Program, Anthonia Akinbola (c.). Photo by Rod Ivey

Omars 4th of July Block 
Party — A party hosted 
by Omar Olusion, come 
celebrate the holiday 
weekend with live DJ music, 
dance contests, fun games, 
and magic shows. Omar’s 
unique mix of creativity, 
passion, amusement, and 
magic will keep guests of 
all ages on their feet and 
entertained.
When: Wednesday, July 4, 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676

Macy’s 4th of July 
Fireworks — The 42nd 
annual celebration of Macy’s 
4th of July Fireworks salutes 
the American spirit through 
a dynamic score performed 
by the West Point Band, 
and, of course, the largest 
Independence Day fi reworks 
display in the nation.
When: Wednesday, July 4, 
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Where: Long Island City 
waterfront

Continued from Page 46 

Arts

Those talented per-
formers happen to be 
longtime neighborhood 
friends. Linda Kurtis 
and Sydne Livingston, 
who have lived across 
the street from each oth-
er for many years, share 
a captivating history as 
seasoned entertainers. 
Recently, the two singing 
partners decided to team 
up with a bunch of super-
talented musicians who 
would become their band 
members.  

It wasn’t long before 
Jukebox Jive took its 
show ‘on the road.’

Concerts — no mat-
ter how large or intimate 
— create a community 
through music and bring 
people together. And 
isn’t it easy to forget 
your troubles when you 
hear the lyrics and beat 
of your favorite songs 
performed in such an ex-
citing setting?

“We had a blast and 
the audience was very 
receptive,” said Kurtis, 
a single parent with two 
grown daughters who 
watched their mother on 
stage during the show. 
“They’re used to seeing 
my performances for 
many years, but this one 

was different due to a lot 
of rock music. They were 
surprised. My daugh-
ter, Melissa, giggled to a 
friend, ‘My mom the rock 
star!’”

There were several 
memorable moments as 
the band played their 
repertoire of hits from 
the ‘60s to the present. 
“Last Dance” and “Blue 
Bayou” were Kurtis’ fa-
vorites and Livingston 
said she loved singing 
“Moondance” and “How 
Sweet It Is.” Justin Lew-
is, the male lead singer 
on keyboards, belted 
out tunes from Journey, 
Fleetwood Mac, and the 
Eagles among others. 
At one point, Caccavale 

(Livingston’s son), sang 
“One Love,” as Tom Pot-
tast played bass guitar.

Kurtis — a pop, jazz, 
blues, and opera singer 
— has always loved per-
forming.

“It fulfills my soul. 
When I sing a song I love, 
I feel so lifted up and I 
thank God for the gifts 
he has given me,” she 
said.“I feel blessed to be 
working with such tal-
ented singers and musi-
cians. They are all great 
friends. I love them.”

Band members re-
hearse at a friend’s house 
in Queens — someone 
who has a sound studio 
in his basement, accord-
ing to Kurtis, who said 

the band is planning on 
working a lot together in 
the future.

The charming singer 
said she’s done a little 
bit of everything: the-
ater, TV, commercials, 
modeling, movies and 
nightclubs, and has been 
teaching ballroom danc-
ing and singing in her 
spare time. She and Liv-
ingston had even hosted 
their own TV variety 
talk show for three years 
on Manhattan cable ac-
cess a while back.

“Syd and I met sing-
ing and working in a club 
in Manhattan,” Kurtis 
said. “Through her son, I 
met all the other guys,” 

The performer was 
eager to share highlights 
from her entertainment 
career. At one time, she 
appeared in an off-Broad-
way show at the Plaza Ho-
tel, called “Look Me Up,” 
and recalled that several 
celebs, including Grego-
ry Hines, were also there, 
performing upstairs in 
the Persian Room.

“Then John Davidson 
put the spotlight on us 
while we were watching 
his show, and a bevy of 
stars all came down to 
see our show,” she said.

Livingston, a jazz and 
blues singer, also shared 
some juicy tidbits.

“My sister and I be-

gan singing profession-
ally when we were eight 
and performed at Army 
and Air Force bases in 
Oklahoma and Texas, 
eventually doing gigs 
with an orchestra in 
Oklahoma City,” she 
said. “We moved to Los 
Angeles where we joined 
a vocal group and worked 
all over the (Los Ange-
les) area, in Vegas at the 
Tropicana and the Star 
Dust hotels, and in New 
Orleans at the Blue Room 
in the Roosevelt Hotel, 
and other venues.”

After jumpstarting 
her singing career, Liv-
ingston had occasional 
club dates and gigs with 
bands. Eventually, she 
would meet Livingston 
and the ladies joined 
musical forces. It was a 
match made in heaven. 
As a duo, they both spe-
cialized in harmony and 
according to Kurtis, it 
was meant to be.

You can say that show 
business is tough. But 
the fierce competition 
didn’t stop Linda and 
Syd from pursuing their 
passions and reaching 
for the stars as they both 
struggled to pay their 
bills. And though the 
road was a rocky one — 
which is often the case 
for rising performers — 
the gals never gave up 

and threw themselves 
into every role and gig 
they were offered, so 
they could prove to each 
other and their audienc-
es that yeah, they were 
that good.

In that vein, Kurtis 
recounted an interesting 
story from back in the 
day. There were so many 
she felt she and Livings-
ton could write a book, 
she said.

The singer recalled 
that she and Syd had 
gone out on the town 
one night in Manhattan 
in late ‘70s or early ‘80s 
and ended up at one of 
their favorite haunts, a 
popular after hours spot 
called Jilly’s.

There was a small 
stage with a microphone, 
and the owner who knew 
them well asked the duo 
to perform. While they 
were singing, Kurtis 
said she spotted some-
one familiar sitting in a 
dark corner of the club. 
It turned out to be none 
other than Frank Sina-
tra, who was enjoying 
the show with his wife, 
Barbara.  

“Sinatra came over 
and was introduced to 
me by Jilly.

“You done good kid,” 
he said, according to 
Kurtis. “Keep up the 
good work.”

Continued from Page 43 

Jukebox

Local band Jukebox Jive performs at the Forest Hills 
Festival of the Arts June 10. Forest Hills-based singers 
Sydne Livingston (l.) and Linda Kurtis, who fronts the band, 
entertain the audience with popular tunes. 
 Photo courtesy of Edward Konig

Gantry Plaza State Park is the place to be for the Macy's 4th 
of July Fireworks Spectacular once again, as Hunters Point 
South Park will be closed off for NBC's national broadcast of 
the event. Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE

GEORGIA DINER
80-26 QUEENS BLVD, ELMHURST, NY 11373 

718.426.2229  FREE PARKING ON SITE

M A G N A
I T A L I A N  R I S T O R A N T E

35-25 FARRINGTON ST  718.445.3352  6:30AM–10:00PM
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER  CLOSED MONDAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 
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well as longtime SHSAT advo-
cate David Lee, vice president 
of the Chinese-American Citi-
zens Alliance.

“Giving students a pass 
from taking the SHSAT is 
teaching them the wrong les-
son - that they don’t need to 
work hard to be successful 
and that they are entitled to 
everything,” said Phil Oren-
stein, president of the Queens 
Village Republican Club, 
who also acts as Bressler’s 
campaign manager. “In real-
ity, there is no success like 
failure - because failure will 
prepare them for life’s chal-
lenges.”

Orenstein further argued 
that the test is totally impar-
tial, with no preference in re-
gards to race or ethnicity. In or-
der to fix the highly discussed 
diversity issue among special-
ized high schools, Orenstein 
suggested that more funding 
should go toward SHSAT test 
preparation.

The three-hour SHSAT, 
composed of more than 100 
questions, includes both 
English and math sections. 
The math section includes 
multiple-choice questions 
as well as computational 
problems.

Specialized high schools 
are intended to educate 
students who are both aca-
demically and artistically 
gifted. Students who attend 

these schools learn from a 
more rigorous curriculum 
than students at public high 
schools.

In total, there are nine 
specialized high schools. The 
only specialized high school 
in Queens is the Queens 
High School for the Sciences 
at York College, founded in 
2002.

SHSAT’s were approved 
by the Legislature in 1972 as 
the only option for a student 
to gain admission in an at-
tempt to halt the efforts of 
intentionally diversifying 
these schools without merit.

Reach Steven Goodstein by 
e-mail at sgoodstein@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

scheduled to expire Nov. 30, 
according to the organization. 
The agreement will not require 
the loss of an expected raise, 
reduce vacation time or result 
in a concession for the school 
employees. 

“Our educators give so 
much to the children in their 
classrooms,” said UFT Presi-
dent Michael Mulgrew. “Now 
New York City has a way for 

educators to spend more time 
with their own children.”

Elected officials throughout 
the city were happy with the 
mutual decision between the 
union and the mayor. 

“Today’s announcement is 
great news for working fami-
lies across our city,” City Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards (D-
Far Rockaway) said. “Parents 
should never have to choose 
between nursing a newborn 
and work.”

City Councilman Francisco 
Moya (D-East Elmhurst) shared 
Richards’ sentiments. 

“For too long, being a pres-
ent parent has been treated as 
a nuisance by employers, either 
implicitly or explicitly,” said 
Moya. “I’m heartened to see 
New York City allowing pub-
lic school teachers and those 
represented by the UFT the 
time to bond and care for their 
children during those precious 
first days and weeks.”

Other school employees who 
will benefit from the provision 
include teacher’s aides, guid-
ance counselors, school nurses, 
supervisors and supervisors of 
school safety personnel. 

when a bill was introduced in 
2015. Beier said the Council is 
beginning to look into the is-
sue again. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio had 
dropped the plan to temporari-
ly cap Uber, after an agreement 
was made with the company to 
conduct a four-month study on 

the effect of Uber and other for-
hire vehicle operators on New 
York’s traffic, according to a 
source from City Hall. 

“We’re not seeking favor-
able treatment, but equal treat-
ment,” Beier said. “The more 
drivers and cars you put on the 
road, the less fares and income 
each driver gets. Creating a fair 
and level playing field is what 
taxi owners and drivers have 
been requesting for years.” 

Islamophobia, promoted under 
the guise of national security,” 
de Blasio. “Banning people 
from our country on the basis 
of religion is an affront to our 
founding ideals. With this de-
cision, the highest court in the 
land has sent a message of ex-
clusion and division across the 
globe... Our values have helped 
make our city the safest big city 
in the United States — and they 
are what make America great.”

Half of Queens residents are 
foreign-born and close to 40 per-
cent of all the people living in 
New York City come from other 
nations.

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz also chimed in 
with a statement.

“The Supreme Court has 
been on the wrong side of histo-
ry before, and history will judge 
this decision just as harshly,” 
Katz said Tuesday morning. 
“Such state-sanctioned dis-
crimination and xenophobia 
have rendered some of the deep-
est stains on our nation’s his-
tory. Queens – the birthplace of 
religious freedom in the United 
States courtesy of the Flushing 
Remonstrance, home to over 2.3 
million residents (half of whom 
were born abroad), and host to 
New York City’s two major air-
ports – is deeply disappointed 
by this decision that affirms 
such wholesale profiling.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) warned 
that the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion will be remembered for all 
the wrong reasons. 

“This is a deeply shameful 
decision that strikes at the heart 
of the principles our nation was 
founded on and the values we 
hold dear as Americans,” he 
said. “Instituting a religious 
test and vilifying refugees 
seeking asylum is immoral, 
ignorant, and hateful. Presi-
dent Trump’s Muslim Ban is 
the antithesis to everything we 
stand for, and we will continue 
to fight against this policy and 
this administration’s xenopho-
bic and intolerant agenda.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 
“the Trump travel ban is a 
gross violation of our Ameri-
can values, and the Supreme 
Court’s ruling along partisan 
lines does nothing to change 
that.”

“This shameful and big-
oted policy is nothing but 
a thinly veiled attempt to 
govern by hate and division 
and continue the federal gov-
ernment’s assault on immi-
grants,” he added.

State Attorney General 
Barbara Underwood called 
Trump’s travel ban “a stain on 
American history that (was)  
rooted in deep anti-Muslim 
animus and unleashed chaos 
on families, businesses, in-
stitutions and communities 
throughout New York.”

Despite the ruling, “New 
York will continue to serve 
as a beacon to the world, wel-
coming people of all faiths, 
races, nationalities and back-
grounds,” she added. 

Former Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman led a co-
alition of 17 attorneys general 
around the nation and filed a 
new amicus brief in the U.S. 
Supreme Court in March op-
posing Trump’s third travel 
ban. Underwood is looking 
forward to continuing the 
fight.

“I’m proud of our work 
to successfully beat back 
President Trump’s first two 
discriminatory bans,” Under-
wood said. “My office won’t 
hesitate to act to protect New 
York’s families and ensure 
that we live up to the values 
on which this state and this 
nation were built.”

Council Speaker Corey 
Johnson (D-Manhattan) said 
on Twitter that the Supreme 
Court had erred in upholding 
the travel ban.

“This is a mistake. It’s a 
discriminatory policy, pe-
riod. The policy came out 
of Trump’s stated desire to 
achieve ‘a total and com-
plete shutdown of Muslims 
entering the United States.’ 
As Maya Angelou said, 
‘When someone shows you 
who they are, believe them.’ 
#NoMuslimBanEver.”

fight for Dreamers by helping 
them gain legal status in the 
United States and reunifying 
them with their families.

Achille, a resident of El-
mont and a Haitian immi-
grant, called for improving 
the railways, subways and 
buses in the district, which 
he described as a “transpor-
tation desert.”

Meeks said his opponents 
don’t seem to have an under-
standing of his role as a fed-
eral representative for his 
district, and that certain local 
issues on the state or city level 
are best taken care of by those 
elected officials, but he does 
try to do everything he can to 
support Council and Assem-
bly members where he can.

“The MTA is the state lev-
el, but we do work with them 
— for instance, the discount 
for travelers from southeast 
Queens. But clearly when you 
hear things like that you can 
tell they don’t have an under-

standing of what the differ-
ence is between a member of 
Congress, a councilman or a 
state assembly person or state 
senator,” said Meeks.

Ultimately voters wanted 
more of Meeks.

“I want to thank my con-
stituents for their continued 
belief and support that they 
have shown me over the last 
20 years,” said Meeks. “They 

have been standing by my 
side knowing that I am going 
to fight for them. I thank them 
for the faith they have me and 
I will continue to work hard 
everyday to make their lives 
better.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 5 

Meeks
Continued from Page 4 

Travel ban

Continued from Page 14 

Uber

Continued from Page 8 

SHSAT

Continued from Page 4 

DOE

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks nabbed more than 80 percent of the votes in 
Tuesday’s Democratic primary election.
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Sports

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

The Mets’ tragic season 
continues. 

In addition to the team’s 
struggles on the field and 
numerous injuries keeping 
players off the field, the Mets 
announced Tuesday that gen-
eral manager Sandy Alderson 
is taking a leave of absence 
from the club to continue his 
fight with cancer. 

Alderson was originally 
diagnosed in 2015 and said 
the cancer returned in April 
or May of this year. 

“Since that time I’ve been 
undergoing treatment,” Al-
derson said during a news 

conference Tuesday. “I ex-
pect to have surgery later in 
the summer. My prognosis is 
actually good.”

Alderson will step away 
from the team immediately, 
and it is not known when or 
if he will return to his role as 
general manager. 

“If I were to look at it on 
the merits, I’m not sure com-
ing back is warranted,” Al-
derson said.

With Alderson sidelined, 
the Mets will turn to some of 
Alderson’s closest advisors in 
the organization, John Ricco, 

Mets general manager Sandy Alderson watches his team during a 
spring training practice in February.           AP

BY MERLE EXIT
 
Queens Public Television 

chose former Queens College 
basketball coach Lucille Ky-
vallos to be featured on their 
“Power Women of Queens” 
program airing next month.

Producer Luchia Dragosh 
said she wanted to feature 
women whose actions have 
made a difference in Queens 
and Kyvallos fit the bill.

“A pioneer and legend in 
her time at Queens College, 
Lucille Kyvallos brought 
women’s college basketball 
before the nation in the 
1970s,” Dragosh said. “Her 
Queens College women’s 
team appeared in the first 
ever women’s college basket-
ball game at Madison Square 
Garden.”  

The game had more than 
12,000 fans at the World’s 
Most Famous Arena. Kyval-
los was thrilled to be a part 
of such a historic event.

“We created a model 
and showed that it could be 
done,” she said during the 
interview.

During the course of the 
interview, photographs of 
Kyvallos with some of her 
former players are featured.  

The main basketball 
court at Queens College has 
recently been affixed with 
her signature.

“To be a female athlete 
you first have to have goals,” 
Kyvallos said. “You have to 

Former Queens College basketball coach Lucille Kyvallos will be featured 
on Queens Public Television’s “Power Women of Queens” program next 
month. Photo courtesy of Queens College AthleticsContinued on Page 53Continued on Page 53

It’s time for the Mets 
to look to the future

Local legend on TV
Lucille Kyvallos is a true ‘Power Woman of Queens’

Zach 
Gewelb
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ORDER 
ON THE 
COURT

Tennis tournament brings 
out the best in Bayside

(Pictured clockwise from top) Quinnton Vega, who lives in 
Williamsburg, lines up a forehand in the semifinal round. 
Pushing the men’s finals to a final set is Abraham Asoba of New 
Rochelle, a college senior on the verge of turning pro. Hofstra 
senior Marcus Smith of Douglaston secured the men’s final (6-
3, 3-6, 6-3) on Sunday, earning the top prize of $1,500. The ball 
jumps off the racquet of Philipe Osses-Konig of Rego Park in 
this consolation match for third place in the men’s division. The 
Bayside Open tennis tournament, sanctioned this year by the 
US Tennis Association as a tournament that can qualify play-
ers for the US Open in August, runs for three days at the North 
Shore Tennis and Raquets Club on 214th Place. Eight junior 
players competed in the youngsters division. Adrian Campos 
(l.), 13, of Bayside, takes home the trophy after defeating 
Jacob Tambot (r.), 11, of Whitestone. Tournament co-director 
Greg Garland handed out the honors.  Photos by Bruce Adler
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plan a strategy for achiev-
ing those goals.”

Kyvallos also shared her 
experience as a young girl 
living in Astoria. Basket-
ball has been a part of her 
life since she was a child. 
Kyvallos said she used to 
shoot hoops on the street 
and continued to play bas-
ketball in junior high and 
high school before becom-
ing a coach.

While she has retired 
from coaching, Kyvallos, 
85, remains active. She still 
has a competitive drive and 
puts it to the test in a wom-
en’s senior tennis league. 

“In the twilight years of 
my life my goal is to have 
joy with my friends and 
my family as try to stay as 
healthy as I can,” she said.

Despite her historic 
career, Kyvallos remains 
humble and made a positive 
impression on Dragosh.

“I was surprised to see 
how humble Lucille Kyval-
los was despite all that she 
had achieved,” Dragosh 
said. “(She was) calm and 
composed, which probably 
were some of the qualities 
that made her a great head 
coach and a leader to young 
women. She has a very posi-
tive look at life and the way 
she now lives her life — 
staying healthy and active-
ly playing tennis — is very 
admirable.”  

Omar Minaya and J.P. Ricciar-
di, to run the team.

The trio will work to turn 
the Mets’ season around, 
thought it may be too late to do 
that. With Alderson’s future 
with the club uncertain, per-
haps now is the time to start a 
long overdue youth movement. 

The Mets loaded up on veter-
ans in hoping of making a post-
season push this year. Those 
dreams now seem to be unreal-
istic. After a red-hot 11-1 start to 
the season, the Mets have fallen 
well under .500 and are fighting 
to stay above the horrid Miami 
Marlins in the National League 
East standings. 

With the playoffs out of 
the picture, the Mets should 
look to deal their veterans and 
jumpstart their rebuild. 

Everyone outside of Jacob 
deGrom, Brandon Nimmo and 
Amed Rosario should be avail-
able in a trade.

Asdrubal Cabrera can fetch 
a couple of solid prospects from 
a contending team — perhaps 
the Dodgers, who have lost star 
shortstop Corey Seager for the 
season due to injury. 

Todd Frazier would give a 

contender a strong defender, 
professional bat and a leader 
in the clubhouse. Yoenis Ces-
pedes, if he’s healthy, could 
bring back a nice package, 
though the Mets would likely 
have to eat some money to get 
a better prospect haul. 

Their biggest trade chip is 
probably Noah Syndergaard. 
The ace has been sidelined 
for most of the season, but 
would give a huge boost to 
any playoff contending team. 
He would also bring back the 
best package — outside of de-
Grom, that is — in terms of 
prospects, due to the fact that 

the team who acquires him 
would control him through 
the 2021 season. It wouldn’t be 
out of the question to ask for 
three or four top prospects for 
a guy like Syndergaard. 

While Alderson’s situation 
is something no one should 
have to go through, it could 
provide an opportunity for the 
Mets to turn the page and kick 
off the next era of baseball in 
Queens.

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539.

Continued from Page 51 

Mets

Noah Syndergaard (r.) is the Mets’ best bet at getting top of the line 
prospects in a trade this season.              AP
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