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A city pilot program to ban 

curbside deliveries in Queens 
has small business owners 
warning that they may have to 
close their doors because cus-
tomers unable to find parking 
have fled.

City Councilmen Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Corona) and 
Mark Gjonaj (D-Pelham Bay) 
along with the DOT Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg and 
the NYPD toured the bustling 
thoroughfare of Roosevelt Av-
enue last Friday to speak with 
residents and small business 
owners affected by the mayor’s 
Clear Curbs Initiative. 

Under Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
Congestion Action Plan -- a se-
ries of steps designed to ease 
congestion in busy thorough-
fares across the five boroughs 
-- the Clear Curbs Initiative 
six-month pilot program was 
implemented in March ban-
ning curbside loading along the 

Roosevelt Avenue corridor in 
Jackson Heights from Broad-
way to 180th Street in Corona 
during peak hours from 7 a.m. 
to 10 a.m. and from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m. 

The rules allow for expedi-
tious pick-up and drop-off of 
passengers and delivery trucks 
to off-street loading docks. 
NYPD staff were assigned to pi-
lot locations to enforce the new 
restrictions of keeping curbs 
clear. 

The tour was at the halfway 
mark of the six-month pilot pro-
gram, which has crippled busi-
nesses, created perilous traffic 
conditions, and led to steeper 
ticketing for residents and de-
livery drivers along Roosevelt 
Avenue, according to Moya. 

“Clear Curbs has decimated 
business along Roosevelt Av-
enue,” said Moya, whose dis-
trict includes the thoroughfare. 
“Small business owners here 
fear they may have to shutter 

Yeni Gonzalez-Garcia explained that even hugging was forbidden in the Eloy, Ariz. detention facility where 
she was held after being separated from her children by ICE agents. Photo by Mark Hallum
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When Guatemalan na-
tional Yeni Gonzalez-Gar-
cia was apprehended by 
ICE agents crossing the Ar-
izona border from Mexico 
sometime in May , she, like 
many other immigrants, 
was separated from her 
three children.

But while Gonzalez-Gra-
cia was detained in a facil-
ity located in Eloy, Ariz., 
her children were shipped 
over 2,000 miles to Cayuga 
Centers at 130th Street and 
Park Avenue in Manhattan 

where they had not seen 
their mother in over 46 
days.

With the help of a lawyer 
and advocates, Gonzalez-
Garcia was released from 
the facility June 28 and 
traveled four days to New 
York to visit her children 
and meet with elected offi-
cials at a rally in Long Is-
land City Monday night.

Jose Orochena, a New 
York attorney, went out to 
Eloy to secure her release 
and she was reunited with 
them Tuesday, a day after 
the rally.

“There are more, these 
women are still detained 
and their children are scat-
tered throughout the Unit-
ed States,” Orochena said 
at the rally, asking for help 
to provide bonds to other 
women still in custody. 
“These are bonds that are 
$15,000 and they might as 
well be $15 million... There 
are hundreds more just in 
Eloy, Ariz.”

The facility in Eloy 
strictly enforced a no hug-
ging policy and the moth-
ers were not even allowed 

Continued on Page 49

Clear Curbs Initiative riles 
small business owners

(From l. to r.) Leslie Ramos, executive director of the 82nd Street 
Partnership, DOT Commissioner Polly Trottenberg and City Councilman 
Francisco Moya tour the stretch of Roosevelt Avenue affected by the 
DOT’s Clear Curbs Initiative. Courtesy of Moya’s office 
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BY JULIA MORO
 
PS 32 State Street School of 

Flushing has won a citywide 
clean-up contest in the elemen-
tary school division and Mas-
peth High School clocked in as 
a runner-up in the high school 
division.

The schools were awarded 
the 2018 “Team Up to Clean 
Up” Zero Waste Grants June 
20 administered through the 
city Department of Sanita-
tion and Citizens Committee 
for New York City. The public 
agency and private organiza-
tion collaborated to give out 
these awards to deserving 
schools whose students design 
and implement effective clean-
up and beautification projects, 
including school gardening 
initiatives.

Other winning schools are 
from Staten Island, Brooklyn 
and Manhattan.

“As a city and a country 
we’re falling short when it 
comes to the environment and 
recycling,” said Citizens Com-
mittee CEO Peter Kostmayer. 
“My generation has let us 
down, so now we’re looking to 
a new generation to lead us in 
the right direction… the gen-
eration in school today and it is 
that generation that we recog-
nize here this afternoon,  young 

New Yorkers in school today 
and out in the world tomorrow. 
We’re counting on you.” 

Schools competed within 
their elementary, intermediate 
or high school grade divisions 
for citywide honors by imple-
menting hands-on learning 
projects. Citywide winners are 
awarded $1,000 and runners-
up are given $500. 

Applicants were judged 
based on whether the project 
improved the school and/or 
community through cleaning 
and/or gardening; if the project 
was linked to classroom stud-
ies to support learning engage-
ment, large student engage-
ment; if there was evidence of 
support and organizing from 
school administration, faculty 
and staff; and lastly volume 
and quality of content posted 
on the Zero Waste School web-
site.

Wing Kong, the facilitator 
for the project in PS 32 State 
Street, said, “It is the first time 
our school won something like 
this, so I am very proud of the 
students and plus we had in-
credible support from volun-
teers, the school teachers and 
staff that made it possible. It 
just shows the things we can 
achieve if we all get together 
onboard on something we are 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
City Councilman Jimmy 

Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
is facing criticism from cy-
cling advocates after he re-
versed his support of a bike 
lane system on 43rd and 
Skillman avenues in Sunny-
side in late June, due to the 
division it has caused in the 
communities he represents.

The city agency has gone 
back to the drawing board 
and returned with two re-
vised proposals for protected 
bike lanes since November 
2017, eliminating only 120 
parking spaces compared to 
the 158 spaces to be taken 
away in the original plan.

Community Board 2 re-
jected the proposal by a vote 
of 27-8 at its June 7 meeting.

“I reject the vilification 
of cyclists and I believe bike 
lanes make the streets safer 
for everyone — cyclists, mo-

torists and pedestrians,” 
Van Bramer said in a June 
19 exclusive statement to 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 
“Many residents in the 
community, new and old, 
believe the proposed safety 
improvements would be a 
welcome addition. We are 
a community of neighbors 
and everyone’s opinions 
matters, whether you’ve 
been here six months or 60 
years. But the DOT’s plan, 
while changed a few times, 
still failed to gain enough 
support among residents, 
community institutions, 
elected officials and Com-
munity Board 2.”

Van Bramer made the 
original call for the install-
ment of safety improve-
ments along these streets 
after the death of Gelasio 
Reyes in April 2017 at 43rd 
Avenue and 39th Street by 
holding a press conference 

with the widow of the fallen 
32-year-old cyclist and fa-
ther of three.

TransAlt Executive Di-
rector Paul Steely White 
said Van Bramer’s reversal 
was a “disappointing” con-
trast to his previous advo-
cacy for traffic safety im-
provements.

“Council member Van 
Bramer should know what 
is at stake here. An advo-
cate for a safer Queens Bou-
levard, his support helped 
bring a 55 percent reduction 
in crashes after the first two 
phases of the project were 
completed. To deny these 
same common-sense safety 
benefits to Sunnyside resi-
dents is a troubling shift in 
priorities.” White said. “We 
hope Council member Van 
Bramer changes his mind, 
but far more importantly, 
we hope that Mayor Bill de 

Leaders of the cycling community hope Mayor Bill de Blasio moves forward with protected bike lane 
installments in Sunnyside, regardless of City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer stepping back from his 
support of the DOT plan.  Courtesy of Van Bramer’s office

Bike lane conundrum Two Queens schools 
now clean-up champs

PS 32 students worked with teachers and volunteers to clean up their 
school. Courtesy of Wing Kong

Continued on Page 49

Van Bramer takes heat after withdrawing support for DOT plan

Continued on Page 49
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Volunteers build new playground at Merrick Academy

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
At Merrick Academy, a 

charter school in Springfield 
Gardens, a playground was 
built in six hours by more than 
200 volunteers from the non-
profit KaBoom!, Delta Airlines’ 
employees, parents and teach-
ers from the school.  

But the biggest surprise 
came from City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Far 
Rockaway) and the airline’s 
vice president for airport op-
erations at Kennedy, Stephanie 
Baldwin, who donated money 
to the school after construction 
was finished.

“I’m in a Delta KaBoom spir-
it right now,” said Richards, “so 
I’m going to pledge $500,000 to 
this school.” 

Although Delta’s donation 
may not have been as big as 
the councilman’s, it was just as 
meaningful.

“This is something that our 
children – your children will 
have for years to come,” said 
Baldwin. “We can’t compete 

with the councilman, but we 
do have a little surprise,” added 
the vice president who revealed 
a $10,000 check for the upkeep 
of the playground. 

The project at Merrick Acad-
emy was over a year in the mak-
ing and was the brainchild of the 
school’s former principal, Dr. 
Karen Valburn, who got in touch 
with the non-profit KaBoom! 
about building a playground, ac-
cording to Daren Johnson, the 
school’s registrar who helped to 
carry out the initiative. 

In 2000, Merrick Academy 
became the first charter school 
in Queens and was originally 
located in Jamaica, but moved 
to Springfield Gardens to 136-25 
218 St. due to space constraints 
and the desire for a gymnasium 
for the students, according to 
Johnson. 

The property the school 
rents from Saint Mary 
Magdalene Roman Catholic 
Church, which is beside it, 
was a Sunday school that had a 
playground for toddlers, but the 
children at Merrick Academy 

are kindergarten to fifth-grade 
students. 

“I researched what [Ka-
Boom! does], prepared a pro-
posal, we passed the first stage, 
and there were some inter-
views,” said Johnson about the 
process involved in upgrading 
the playground. “We just want-
ed something age-appropriate 
for the kids.”

KaBoom! is a national non-

profit dedicated to making sure 
kids live an active lifestyle and 
it does that by identifying ar-
eas lacking playgrounds and 
partnering with organizations 
like Delta to fund those type of 
projects.

“We saw that they had a 
really small playground here 
– not for the age range, so now 
we are here building it,” said 
KaBoom! Associate Project 

Manager Derrick Dixon. “Eight 
weeks ago I came out here and 
talked to the kids at Merrick 
Academy and they drew their 
dream playground and we took 
those ideas, talked to the adults 
and we took the components 
and it’s going to be how the kids 
and adults want it.”

It took eight weeks for Ka-
Boom!, Delta Airlines and 
Merrick Academy to pre-plan 
the construction of the June 
23 project, which required 160 
pounds of concrete for the 200 
cubic yard playground, accord-
ing to volunteers at the event. 

As the volunteers labored 
on building a jungle gym with 
a slide, artwork and a mural, 
which will also come with new 
play equipment, the children 
enjoyed cotton candy, had their 
faces painted and played with 
balloon animals. 

“I think it’s going to be 
amazing,” said Zoey Shury, 9. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Volunteers from the nonprofit KaBoom!, Delta Airlines and teachers and 
parents of students from Merrick Academy worked to build a playground 
for the Springfield Gardens school.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Volunteers, Delta, KaBoom! team up to bring facility to life at Springfi eld Gardens school
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The cataclysmic defeat of 

Queens County political boss 
and powerful Congressman 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) in the Democratic 
primary has left a question 
mark above heads across the 
borough.

But after the head of the 
Democratic Caucus in the 
House was vanquished by  
28-year-old newcomer Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez June 
26, some politicians are al-
ready stepping away from 
the mandates of Democratic 
county and state leadership.

Council Speaker Corey 
Johnson (D-Manhattan) ig-
nored a peace agreement be-
tween mainline Democrats 
and former members of the 
Independent Democratic 
Committee, a breakaway 
group within the state Sen-
ate that negotiated with the 
GOP majority to pass legis-
lation, and endorsed Jessica 
Ramos, who is the primary 
opponent of former IDC 
member Sen. Jose Peralta 

(D-East Elmhurst).
“We can all agree that we 

are living in a time when 
people are hungry for change 

from our leaders, whether 
in Washington, D.C., or in 
Albany. The status quo isn’t 
working—and that is why 

I am here today supporting 
four amazing candidates 
who will shake things up 
in Albany. I am so proud to 

endorse these four inspir-
ing, exciting, hard-working 
grassroots candidates for 
state Senate,” Johnson said 
on the steps of City Hall June 
28. “They are Democrats. 
They are progressive Demo-
crats. They will caucus with 
the Democrats. They will 
support all the issues that 
Democrats support.”

Johnson received an en-
dorsement from Crowley 
during the race for speaker, 
though he denied Crowley’s 
downfall played into his 
decision to break from the 
party reunification deal 
and endorse four candidates 
challenging former IDC 
members, according to the 
New York Daily News.

He said the endorse-
ments, just two days after 
the Ocasio-Cortez’s victory, 
had been under discussion 
for months and he had final-
ly decided to include all four 
members.

In April Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo brokered a peace deal be-
tween the party and the IDC, 

FLIP

ELECTION ELECTION 20182018

BY MARK HALLUM
 
City Public Advocate Le-

titia James was endorsed by 
19 Democratic clubs based in 
Queens from both the progres-
sive and mainstream sides of 
the political spectrum in her 
run for state attorney general 
in the Sept. 13 primary.

The groups include New 
Visions Democratic Club, led 
by City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
which also endorsed Cynthia 
Nixon in her progressive run 
against Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

Many of the groups cited 
the presidency of Donald 
Trump as their reason for sup-
porting James in that she will 
be a counter-balance to the per-
ceived threats of his adminis-
tration as attorney general.

In the Democratic primary 
James is up against U.S. Rep. 
Sean Patrick Maloney (D-

Hudson Valley), who is also 
running for a fourth term in 
Congress, along with Zephyr 
Teachout and Leecia Eve.

“As attorney general, I will 
continue to protect the rights 
of New Yorkers, especially in 
the face of attacks from Don-
ald Trump on our most basic 
rights,” James said.

Although the Trump ad-
ministration was the most 
common reason many of the 
clubs threw their support to 
James, some cited her history 
of calling for an end to corrup-
tion and the foster care system 
reform.

“Public Advocate Tish 
James has never turned away 
from a fight, whether it is root-
ing out corruption in our city’s 
contracting, protecting our 
most vulnerable children from 
broken bureaucratic systems, 
or standing up against a bigot-

Boro electeds endorse 
James in push for AG

Ramos challenges Peralta
on his rent reform record

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Tenants of the Westleigh 

building in Jackson heights 
have been moving out of their 
community in large numbers, 
according to residents who 
stood beside Democratic dtate 
Senate candidate Jessica Ra-
mos at a Monday news confer-
ence.

Ramos slammed her oppo-
nent, Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), for not passing any 
rent reform during his time 
in office as both a mainline 
Democrat and a member of the 
breakaway Independent Demo-
cratic Committee.

The IDC was scorned by 
mainline members of the party 
for negotiating with the Repub-
licans, who hold the majority 
in the state Senate, to get pro-
gressive legislation through.

“I’m a lifelong renter here 

in Queens. The diversity, 
inclusivity, and affordabil-
ity that always kept me in the 
neighborhood is disappearing 
before our eyes—all because 
rents are skyrocketing,” Ra-
mos said. “Sen. Peralta has 

long claimed that he is com-
mitted to protecting affordable 
housing. But for the last eight 
years, he has failed to pass any 
real rent reform by siding with 
Republicans to block legisla-
tion. And he has done this be-
cause luxury real estate devel-
opers are the biggest funders 
of his campaign.”

She added, “Enough is 
enough—we need to keep 
Queens home to working fami-
lies from every corner of this 
earth who are looking to make 
it here in New York City.”

Ramos is a community ac-
tivist from Jackson Heights 
whose family migrated from 
Columbia.

According to a spokesman 
from Peralta’s campaign, about 
15 percent of his contributions, 
which are capped at $7,000 for 
primary elections, were from 

Democratic candidate Jessica 
Ramos called out state Sen. Jose 
Peralta for not passing rent reform 
during his time in office. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Crowley loss shakes Queens Dems
Ocasio-Cortez’s stunning primary upset sends shockwaves throughout the county

The political dynamic in Queens is up in the air as electeds are still reeling from the defeat of Joseph Crowley 
(r.), Queens County’s Democratic boss, at the hands of Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (c., with Jimmy Van Bramer). 

Twitter/Michael Shain 

Continued on Page 46 Continued on Page 46
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FLIP

Katz unveils tech plan 
for western Queens hub

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Along the East River wa-

terfront, a technology boom 
is expanding in Long Island 
City and Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
wants it to spread in waves 
to other parts of western 
Queens.

Last week Katz and tech-
nology professionals were 
in Long Island City at We-
Work, an organization that 
has collaborative, shared 
office spaces for individu-
als and companies, where 
they unveiled a tech plan 
entitled Live, Work, Create: 
A Roadmap for Equitable 
Growth of the Western 
Queens Tech Ecosystem. 

The Western Queens 
Tech Plan has six initia-
tives for immediate, inter-
mediate and long-term steps 
aimed at transforming that 
area of the borough into a 
new tech hub by creating 
more jobs in that field. 

“Tech jobs, on average, 
pay more and are growing 
at a faster clip than jobs 
citywide,” Katz said at the 
June 28 event. “Western 
Queens offers a coveted, 
dynamic mixed-use com-
munity where workers can 
live, ideas can synergize, 
and businesses can thrive. 
We commissioned the Tech 
Plan to facilitate a more 
equitable growth of this 
emerging global innovation 
hub and the city’s next lead-
ing tech ecosystem.”

Katz and the tech experts 
involved want to leverage 
the borough’s assets by 
training and hiring local-
ly in order to help Queens 
become competitive in the 
digital age.

The first two initiatives 
in the Tech Plan focus on 
supporting the people of 
western Queens by pre-
paring disadvantaged 
residents with federal and 
state-funded tech training 
programs for those under-
represented in the tech in-
dustry, as well as building 
stronger partnerships with 
city and tech employers so 
that those individuals can 
get job opportunities, ac-
cording to Katz’s office. 

The third and fourth pro-
posals are location-based 
and will result in identify-
ing 300 acres of strategic 
space to invest in to attract 

residents, students and tech 
firms in a tech ecosystem 
that would encourage in-
formal connections as well 
as developing a 40,000- to 
60,000-square-foot physical 
central tech hub with tools, 
training and affordable of-
fice space for the broader 
community. 

The final ideas will fo-
cus on programs meant to 
brand western Queens and 
market it as a tech ecosys-
tem to attract those types 
of businesses with targeted 
campaigns. They will also 
look to customize regula-
tory tools and incentives 
to attract private sector 
investment and jobs by in-
creasing the state tax credit 
by 10 percent to 20 percent 
for qualified firms, as well 
as tapping into the NYC En-
trepreneurial Investment 
Fund.  

“From helping disadvan-
taged residents gain access 
to tech training programs, 
to aligning people with 
job placement opportuni-
ties, the strategic plan an-
nounced by Borough Presi-
dent Katz today dovetails 
with WeWork’s core mis-
sion: to help people create 
their life’s work and focus 
on what they are most pas-
sionate about,” said Lauren 
Fritts, head of East Coast 
public affairs at WeWork. 

The WeWork office is 
located at 27-01 Queens 
Plaza. 

“Western Queens has 
shown itself to be right at 
the center of innovation and 
potential and the time to 
harness that power is now,” 
said Jukay Hsu, CEO Of 
C4Q, a company in Long Is-
land City that trains people 
in coding. “Together with 
Borough President Katz 
and the Western Queens 
Tech task force, we are lay-
ing out a blueprint for the 
future of western Queens 
and its residents towards 
equitable growth, innova-
tion and most importantly 
local jobs.“

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 

The co-op community of 
Rochdale Village was rec-
ognized last week for being 
the first National Grid cus-
tomer in New York City to 
receive $1 million in energy-
efficiency rebates thanks to 
its high-tech power plant, 
which provides energy for 
its 25,000 residents, accord-
ing to City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer. 

“Rochdale Village has 
always been a leader,” said 
Stringer. “A lot of people talk 
about energy sustainability 
and efficiency, a lot of com-
munity organizations think 
about it, but it is rare that 
something gets done about it 
and that is what we are here 
to celebrate.”

Rochdale Village, situ-
ated between Baisley and 
Guy Brewer boulevards and 
Bedell Street and 137th Av-
enue, was once the site of 
the Jamaica Racetrack and 
a jockey club in the early 
1900s. After both shut down 
in 1959 an affordable hous-
ing space modeled after 
the first one in Rochdale, 
England, was constructed 
between 1960 and 1962 and 
opened in 1963, according to 
Susan Van Brackle,  the man-
aging editor of the Rochdale 
Village Inc. newspaper. 

Rochdale Village was built 
as part of the state’s Mitch-
ell-Lama program for low to 
middle income residents.

The power plant on the 
120-acre housing complex 
provides energy to 20 apart-
ment buildings, a day-care 
center, three schools, a 
public library system, two 
shopping malls, two banks 
and a host of small busi-
nesses, according to Van 
Brackle. 

“You don’t have to cross 
the street for anything,” 
she said. “We are self-sus-
tained through our power 
plant, which is off the grid. 
Heat, water, steam, electri-
cal – all of it is out of this 
building,” she added before 
 general managers of the 
power plant gave a tour of 
the facility. 

Before Stringer gave out 
the accommodation on June 
28 to the board of directors 
at the Rochdale Village se-
nior center. he first stopped 
by the power plant to see its 

new upgrades, which allows 
it to reduce energy use by 1.3 
million therms, according to 
Herb Freedman, a property 
manager of the complex. A 
therm is a unit of measure-
ment for the gas used at the 
power plant.

The power plant has four 
new boilers, two restored 
turbine generators and an 
upgraded cooling tower, 
Siobhan Dingwall, a spokes-
woman for the comptroller, 
said. The greenhouse gas 
emissions that have been re-
duced at the facility are the 
equivalent of taking 1,419 
cars off the road or planting 
171,159 trees overall. 

“We have just been invit-
ed to participate in the may-
or’s carbon challenge,” said 
Van Brackle. “I just RSVPed 
yesterday.” 

Volunteer participants of 
the NYC Carbon Challenge 
are tasked with aggressively 
cutting their energy use and 
emissions by 30 percent in 
their buildings by 2025, ac-
cording to nyc.gov. 

To become more energy 
efficient, Rochdale Village 
staff installed low-f low 
showerheads to apartments, 
installed roof installations 

with LED lighting, and 
worked on the upgrades at 
the power plant over the 
course of four years, and 
it is on its way to meeting 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s car-
bon challenge , according to 
Freedman. Its efforts has 
resulted in over $2 million 
in gas savings, too.

The affordable living area 
at Rochdale Village is so 
popular that it has a three-
year waiting list. 

“I’ve been living here 
since the 1970s,” said Mary 
Boza. “Everything here is 
good, especially the air...
This is good living, right 
here in Rochdale.”

As the city works to re-
develop complexes within 
NYCHA, Stringer hopes that 
Rochdale Village will be an 
example. 

“I think this is a model 
that works,” said Stringer. 
“When you invest in new 
technology you create a 
healthier community and 
you save money at the same 
time.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

City Comptroller Scott Stringer was given a tour of the Rochdale Village 
power plant to see the upgrades made to the facility, which led to over 
$1 million in rebates from National Grid.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Power plant lauded
Rochdale Village wins $1M in rebates for co-op
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Founder of Rich Hill substance abuse nonprofi t retires
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Kathleen Riddle, the found-

er and chief executive officer 
of the non-profit and sub-
stance abuse treatment center 
Outreach in Richmond Hill, 
officially stepped down Satur-
day after coming up with the 
idea for the organization 39 
years ago. 

“It is with mixed emotion, 
joy, pride, sadness and relief 
that I step back from my lead 
role at Outreach,” said Riddle 
before her June 30 retirement. 
“Serving as the leader of this in-
credible organization has been 
the greatest honor of my life.” 

As Riddle transitions into 
a part-time advisory role, Out-
reach’s former CEO, Debra 
Pantin of VIP Community 
Services, will become the new 
leader of the substance abuse 
center, which has facilities in 
Richmond Hill, Brooklyn and 
parts of Long Island. 

“This decision, while dif-
ficult for any of us, is made 
easier by knowing the ex-
traordinary capabilities and 
commitment of our boards of 
directors, our leadership and 

staff. It if further aided by the 
selection of an exceptional 
leader in the field, Debra Pant-
in,” said Riddle. 

Before founding Outreach, 
Riddle, a Rosedale resident, 
was a drug education special-
ist and counselor in South 
Ozone Park at IS 226.  After no-
ticing the need for adolescent 
treatment for substance abuse 
in the New York City school 
system, she opened an assess-
ment and referral site at a 
storefront in Glendale in 1980, 
according to a spokeswoman 
Debra Marrone.

Public demand for more 
services in 1983 led to a second 
assessment and referral site in 
Little Neck, which would later 
be moved to Bayside.

At its original Glendale 
location, Outreach had only 
three employees and oper-
ated on a $60,000 budget while 
serving eastern and western 
Queens by engaging individu-
als as young as 12 struggling 
with addiction and connecting 
them to treatment. 

Outreach currently oper-
ates from eight locations and is 
a nationally recognized orga-

nization, with 300 employees, a 
$24 million budget and serving 
4,000 people annually, accord-
ing to Marrone.  It also created 
its own institute, which trains 
300 students annually in cam-
puses in Queens, Long Island, 

Manhattan and White Plains, 
according to its website. 

Outside of Outreach, Rid-
dle continued to serve those 
battling addiction as the presi-
dent of the New York State As-
sociation of Alcoholism and 

Substance Abuse Providers 
(1997-2001) and Therapeutic 
Communities of Association 
of New York (1992-1997), ac-
cording to Marrone. She re-
mains an active executive 
board member for both orga-
nizations and will continue to 
be an advocate for behavioral 
health treatment. 

Outreach will continue to 
train its certified counselors 
to use behavioral health to 
help adolescents, women, wom-
en with children and adults 
battle alcohol and substance 
abuse. The organization helps 
addicts by creating a custom-
ized self-help approach that is 
age specific to aid addicts in 
improving their lives and ob-
taining lifelong recovery. 

“Kathy Riddle is an icon 
in this area of behavioral 
health,” said Pantin. “It will 
be a challenge to fill her role at 
Outreach, but I vow to contin-
ue the fight to recognize treat-
ment as a critical measure to 
address the life challenges 
stemming from addiction that 
allow people and their fami-
lies to recover and move on to 
healthy lives.”

Kathleen Riddle has stepped down as the CEO of Outreach, a substance 
abuse center with locations in Queens and Long Island.  

Courtesy of Outreach
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ELECTION ELECTION 20182018

Grand
Opening

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Richard David, a community activist, 

public sector worker and former candi-
date for City Council District 28 in Ja-
maica, officially launched his campaign 
as the male Democratic district leader 
of the 31st Assembly District Part B for 
Richmond Hill and South Ozone Park. 

David, 32, hails from Guyana and 
moved to the United States s a 10-year-old. 
In 2017 he was the youngest candidate 
vying for disgraced Councilman Ruben 
Wills’ District 28 seat in a tight three-
way primary race with current Council-
woman Adrienne Adams (D-Jamaica) 
and public defender Hettie Powell. 

Although he did not win, he did have 
a solid second place outing with 2,822, or 
31.59 percent, of the 8,933 votes that were 
cast, according to Ballotpedia. He ran 
on a platform to create more community 
centers, better public transportation, 
and to improve education for School Dis-
trict 28, covering Jamaica, Forest Hills, 
Richmond Hill and South Ozone Park.

Now he is running for another seat 
that was vacated by Wills, who had to 
leave his position after being found 
guilty of corruption last year. 

“I felt we did really well in the race 
last year,” said David. “I think this is an 
opportunity to grow the Democratic Par-
ty in the neighborhood and to get people 
connected and active.”

If he is chosen as the Democratic dis-
trict leader in the Nov. 6 general election, 
he will act as a liaison to the party’s lead-
ers in Richmond Hill and South Ozone 
Park, sponsor events on behalf of the 
local community and the Democratic 
Party, lend support to other elected of-
ficials or candidates who best represent 
the local Democratic Party’s interests, 
and lead or organize activists within the 
party or Democratic clubs. 

“Your goal as a district leader is to 
make sure the Democratic Party locally 
is vibrant,” said David.

As a potential Democratic district 
leader, David wants to increase the par-
ty’s base in Richmond Hill and South 
Ozone Park, get more Democratic ac-
tivists involved in the community and 
make sure that Democratic clubs in the 
area have a better presence by reach-
ing out to voters via social media and 
through community engagements like 
his June 27 campaign rally at the United 
Hindu Cultural Council Senior Center in 
Jamaica. 

“I want to get new people – activists 
like myself involved in the party,” said 
David. “I want to get a nice exciting slate 
of county committee people elected and 
I want to make sure we create a Demo-
cratic club in the area that is going to be 
a visible presence and an active outlet be-
tween residents and elected officials.”

David works for the Administration 
of Children’s Services, was responsible 
for managing over $2 billion in construc-
tion projects for the city Economic Devel-
opment Corp., and serves as a member 
of Community Board 9, which includes 
Woodhaven, Richmond Hill, Ozone Park, 
and Kew Gardens). 

In 2010, he co-founded the Indo-Ca-
ribbean Alliance, a non-profit that high-
lights topics and addresses issues within 
the Indo or South Asian Caribbean com-
munity.

David received support for his cam-
paign by the female Co-District Leader 
Michelle Titus of the area, state Assem-
blywoman Vivian Cook (D-Jamaica), 
Congressman Greg Meeks (D-Jamaica), 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and former challenger Councilwoman 
Adams.

“I am delighted to endorse Richard 
David to be our next district leader,” said 
Adams. “His unwavering leadership, 
commitment and dedication to our com-
munity is invaluable.”

In order for people to vote in the Sept. 
13 primary voters must be registered 
Democrats. The Board of Elections will 
release the full list of candidates run-
ning for the unpaid voluntary position 
July 13. Other people who would like to 
run must file their petition before the 
July 12 deadline. 

“I think that I’m the best candi-
date to be district leader because I’ve 
worked in government for 12 years, 
I’ve been on the community board for 
10 years and I’ve been active locally,” 
said David. “I think now more then 
ever we need elected officials at any 
level and at the grassroots, which is 
to stand in stark contrast to what’s 
happening in D.C..”

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

David launches campaign 
to be Dem district leader

Activist Richard David is campaigning to be 
the Democratic District Leader of the 31st 
Assembly District Part B, which will hold a 
primary election Sept. 13. 
         Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI
 

The sky’s the limit for a 
smart, socially conscious Jack-
son Heights teen celebrating 
two really big wins.

At 17, Daisy Torres has al-
ready achieved a lot and is look-
ing forward to the next exciting 
chapter as a freshman at Princ-
eton University.

The ambitious, straight-A 
student just graduated from 
Francis Lewis High School and 
was recently chosen to receive 
a prestigious, life-changing 
award. 

Torres was over the moon 
after finding out she was one of 
10 lucky high school students, 
representing all five boroughs, 
who were selected as winners 
of The New York Times College 
Scholarship Program. A special 
awards ceremony took place at 
the New York Times building 
May 24 and along with a partial 
college scholarship, winning 
scholars received much-needed 
laptops as well as gifts from 
anonymous donors.

“I was ecstatic! The program 
director, Theresa Gonzales, 
called me to let me know and I 
was not expecting it. I shouted, 
‘Oh my gosh!’ into the phone 
a thousand times,” Torres re-
called. “My parents were excit-
ed for me and knew how much it 
meant for me to receive this hon-
or. I think they were especially 
happy about me being able to 
intern at The New York Times, 
which I will next summer.”

Thanks to this dynamic pro-
gram, since 1999 scores of New 
York City students who would 
not have been able to attend col-
lege have been given an amaz-
ing opportunity to benefit from 
a solid education. Like Torres, 
the other promising students – 
like her friend, Solangy Juarez 
from Brooklyn, who just gradu-
ated from Brooklyn College 
Academy – were recognized for 
achieving academic excellence 
despite overcoming hardship. 
These selected few have all ex-
hibited a sense of social purpose 
and shown a keen interest in a 
variety of diverse academic sub-
jects that range from technol-
ogy and science to liberal arts 
and journalism. 

According to The Times, 
since 2015, each award recipi-
ent receives a four-year college 
scholarship for a maximum of 
$15,000 annually to attend any 
nationally accredited, four-year 
college to which they have been 

admitted for full-time study. In 
addition, mentoring and intern-
ship opportunities at The New 
York Times Company are pro-
vided.

Funding for the program 
comes from a wide range of pri-
vate sources, including major 
contributions from New York 
Times subscribers.

At the start of her senior 
year, the determined teen was 
looking for scholarships that 
would not only help financially 
but offer support through the 
college transition. “The New 
York Times College Scholarship 
aims to help underprivileged 
youth from NYC like me thrive 
in college,” Torres explained. 
“I’m thankful the program has 
recognized my excitement and 
perseverance to succeed in col-
lege.” 

During the awards cer-
emony, every New York Times 
scholar had to present a speech 
for the teacher they were hon-
oring, according to Torres. She 
chose her guidance counselor, 
Ricardo Verastegui, for helping 
her with the college application 
process and being a support net-
work throughout high school. 

This summer she is excited 
about her newest challenge: 
attending Princeton’s bridge 

year program, called Freshman 
Scholars Institute , where she 
will take classes to gain credit 
and meet scholars from different 
backgrounds. “I’m planning on 
being part of the education sys-
tem. Not sure of what exact pro-
fession yet, but I want to work on 
education reform in third world 
countries,” Torres said. “I’ll be 
majoring at the Woodrow Wil-
son School of International and 
Public Affairs.”

As the only child of Ecua-
dorian immigrants, Daisy saw 
them struggle to get ahead. But 
she also observed how the other 
half lived. Her mother worked as 
a nanny on the Upper West Side 
of Manhattan and her young 
daughter spent time in that lav-
ish home. Torres later recalled 
that it was the first time she had 
witnessed privilege.

“It was difficult at times 
growing up with a small family, 
but I know I have endless sup-
port and love from my family in 
Ecuador,” said Torres, who ap-
preciates the vibrant diversity 
of her close-knit Queens com-
munity. 

The compassionate teen 
shared how her experiences 
along the way shaped her as a 
person. “I’ve watched an end-
less cycle of girls trade in their 

cap and gown for baby stroll-
ers, leaving behind their edu-
cation. These circumstances 
inspired me to become a men-
tor for younger girls through 
the nonprofit Powerplay NYC, 
which helps girls from under-
resourced neighborhoods 
through health and fitness,” she 
explained.

Torres sees her own model 
for who she could be to these 
young girls. “The experience 
taught me that I’m capable of 
guiding these girls through 
the trials of life. Higher educa-
tion will transform me into the 
Michelle Obama (a Princeton 
alum) they need. I want to in-
spire girls to never lose sight of 
their own potential. In college, I 
hope to become involved in com-
munity-based organizations and 
education reform. If anything, I 
don’t want to prosper despite my 
background, but because of it.”

Torres said she is truly 
grateful for all the positivity and 
words of encouragement she has 
received during this entire pro-
cess. “From the family I made at 
LEDA (Leadership Enterprise 
for a Diverse America), to my 
counselors from Francis Lewis 
and LEDA, as well as my writ-
ing mentor, Ms. Kim, to the Op-
portunity Network family and 

to the start of it all, Powerplay 
NYC.”  

She added: “And a big thank 
you to the people who have of-
fered me genuine advice and 
kindness throughout my high 
school career.

“My parents are my root for 
motivation and have helped me 
through every step. Now, going 
to college, I hope to make them 
proud and show them the worth 
of their sacrifices.”

Winners of the The New York Times College Scholarship Program have demonstrated academic achievement, a drive for success — especially in the 
face of financial and other obstacles — and community service. Photo courtesy of Theresa Gonzales

Jackson Heights teen lands prestigious award
Francis Lewis High School graduate one of 10 winners of New York Times scholarship

New York Times Scholarship winner 
Daisy Torres (l.), of Jackson Heights, 
was one of 10 students who were 
honored at the scholarship awards 
ceremony, held May 24. 
 Photo courtesy of Daisy Torres
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Traditions of Yesterday � Favorites of Today

Dear Deli Mavens and Kosher Food Lovers in Queens:

When I was a kid growing up in Queens, there was a Kosher delicatessen on almost every corner. It has not been easy watching the decline of this 

once proud tradition including the announced closing of our neighbor in Queens, New York at the end of June.

��������	��
�����	���������	���	����������	���������	���	�������	�����	��	�������������	���	��������	�������	������	��	�����������Ben’s 

Kosher Delicatessen Restaurants & Caterers stands ready to meet your dining, takeout and catering needs. 

Ben’s Bayside in The Bay Terrace Shopping Center –– with plenty of free parking –– is located at the intersection of Bell Blvd. and 26th Avenue 

in Queens County.

Ben’s has been family-owned and operated for over 45 years. We cure our own corned beef and tongues, make virtually all of our salads in each 

store without preservatives and take pride in cooking almost everything else from scratch using wholesome Kosher ingredients. We are supervised 

by a team of eighteen Rabbis many of whom are congregational Rabbis and who visit the restaurants six days per week.

Please visit our website at www.BensDeli.net to view our menus and catering materials. Call 1-718-2367 for any further information.

The hard-working team at Ben’s and I look forward to serving you! Please see our special offer and do call upon us if we may be of assistance.

Sincerely,

Ronnie Dragoon, Owner-Founder

Ben’s Kosher Delicatessen Restaurants & Caterers

KEEPING THE TRADITION ALIVE SINCE 1972
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BAYSIDE

PH: (718) 229-2367
FAX: (718) 229-3066

Private Party Room
ACCOMMODATES 20-80 GUESTS
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Catering For Everyone
�����	�������	����	���	��		$169.90
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A Letter to Ben’s Best Patrons on Queens Blvd. in Rego Park, Queens

DINE IN ONLY
EXPIRES

AUGUST 31, 2018

Please present original coupon to cashier. NO copies. Valid for dine in ONLY. NO 

takeout, delivery or catering. May NOT be combined with any other coupon, discount 

or offer including Ben’s Friends rewards. LIMIT: One FREE item per guest check. NO 

cash value. 

4677

Expires August 31, 2018

Buy two á la carte beverages AND any sandwich

or entrée at regular price in Ben’s dining room and get a second 

sandwich or entrée of equal or lesser value for FREE.

BUY-1-GET-1
FREE

WITH PURCHASE OF 2 BEVERAGES
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NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional

POLICE 

Blotter

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
A wealthy Queens woman pleaded 

guilty last week to charges of steal-
ing more than $167,000 in welfare 
benefits by concealing her annual 
household income that was close to 
$225,000, the Queens district attor-
ney and the state inspector general 
said.

“In pleading guilty, the defendant 
has admitted to stealing funds from 
the Medicaid system - a program in-
tended to help those who are truly in 
need,” said DA Richard Brown. “We 
will continue to work with our law 
enforcement partners to stop those 
who would cheat the system for their 
own benefit.”

Galit Levi, 31, of 82nd Avenue in 
Hollis Hills pleaded guilty to wel-
fare fraud in the fifth degree, the 
DA said.  Concurrent with her plea, 
Levi paid $167,000 in restitution to 
the city’s Human Resources Admin-
istration and was ordered to pay a 
$1,000 fine, according to Brown.

While claiming poverty to receive 
welfare benefits, Levi was married 
to and living with Assaf Moshe, also 
known as Joe Levi, co-owner of Kings 
Development Group LLC, a real es-
tate and holdings company.  He was 
indicted last year on charges of de-
frauding and stealing homes from 
multiple homeowners across New 
York City, targeting the sick and el-
derly who were in financial distress, 
the DA said. Levi was not criminally 
implicated as part of that real estate 

theft scheme, Brown said. 
An investigation by Inspector 

General Catherine Leahy Scott 
found that between 2012 and 2015, 
Levi repeatedly filed documents that 
falsified and concealed her house-
hold income of between $200,000 to 
nearly $225,000 while applying for 
and recertifying her need for tax-
payer-funded health-care benefits 
destined for those in serious need of 
financial help. 

In total, Levi stole more than 
$67,000 from the Medicaid system 
during those years, according to 
Scott.  

She included information that 
she and her family — including her 
husband and four children — lived 
in a one-bedroom basement apart-
ment with total household expens-
es amounting to $650 per month, 
Brown said. During the time period 
involved, Levi also concealed the 
fact that she owned a rental income 
property in Flushing. 

“This defendant’s audacious 
abuse of the welfare system to un-
lawfully enhance her lifestyle has 
earned her a criminal conviction,” 
said Scott. “I will continue to use 
all of the resources at my disposal 
and work tirelessly with my law en-
forcement partners to protect public 
funds meant for those in the most 
need of financial assistance.”

Reach reporter Carlotta Mohamed 
by e-mail at cmohamed@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4526.

Galit Levi, 31, stole more than $67,000 from the Medicaid system between 2012 and 2015, 
according to Inspector General Catherine Leahy Scott.  Facebook

Hollis Hills woman pleads guilty to welfare fraud



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 6–12, 2018 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

My is

�������������	�
�������

��������	
���������	��������������
�	���� �������������������

���������������
����� !�

�����"���#�������$������%

Students of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Dorian Apolo
July 2018
Pan American International High School
Jackson Heights, New York

Dorian Apolo came from Ecuador only a few 
years ago and enrolled in the Pan American Interna-
tional High School (PAIHS). This school is designed 
to help Queens Latino students who have been in 
the United States fewer than 4 years to learn English, 
prepare for college or a career while keeping their 
native culture. He has certainly been helped by the 
mission of the PAIHS.

From the time Dorian entered PAIHS he has 
proven to be a student that seeks to be the best and 
persists until he achieves his goal. Among those 
goals achieved are consistently being on Honor Roll, 
earning a 98% average, and receiving a 99 on 
the New York State English Regents. The latter is of 
particular note for a native speaker of English: Doran 
almost garnered a perfect score as a non-native 
English speaker!

In order to obtain his goals, Dorian has taken 

Advanced Placement (AP) College classes in Psy-
chology, Critical Thinking, Spanish, and Computer 
Science. He also joined the Urban Ambassadors 
summer program. The program focuses on develop-
ing self-esteem and building leadership skills in order 

to positively impact the participant’s communities.
He is a proud member of the theatre community, 

too. Dorian joined Mr. Sepulveda’s Theater Club 
in 9th grade, and performed in “In the Heights” as 
Sonny. Because of his love of theatre, Dorian bought 
tickets through TDF program for Broadway shows. 
This enabled him to embrace the culture of Broad-
way. Currently he is working with Sepulveda-Zornosa 
on a drama that will be presented to a social linguis-
tic group at Queens College.

Sepulveda-Zornosa extols the virtues of Dorian 
stating, “His resilience and dedication has shown 
itself in many forms. I had the pleasure to direct him 
in “in the Heights” where he played the role of Sonny 
with great spark and commitment. His team spirit, 
dedication, and talent were instrumental in the suc-
cess of our production.”

Dorian is evaluating a career as a psychologist 
or a astronomer. He has been accepted to several 
colleges and won a Heritage Scholarship of $11,000 
from Iona College. His idol is Ecuadorian President 
Jaime Robles who is willing to help the poor.

By Bob Harris

Shafi qur Khan
July 2018
Grover Cleveland High School
Ridgewood, New York

Tenth grader Shafi qur Khan won fi rst at 
the 2018 International Bridge Building Con-
test held at the Illinois Institute of Technology 
in Chicago.  Last year, Shafi qur placed 
4th in the Internationals held in Dallas. This 
marks the second time Grover Cleveland 
High School won the International Bridge 
Building Contest: Abrar Hussain won in 
2016.  

The Regional and International Bridge 
Building Contests require students to build 
a bridge out of 3/32 square inch bass-
wood sticks. The bridge is then subjected 
to weight from below until the bridge fails. 
The objective of the bridge is to weigh 
as few grams as possible while holding 
the maximum possible number of grams. 
The bridge’s effi ciency ratio, or number 
of times its own weight the bridge holds, 

The Grover Cleveland Bridge Building Team, from l to r: Abrar Hussain, 
coach Lloyd Kiefer, Mingmar Tamang, Ankit Bhandari, Jeevan Bastola, 
Saiman Tamang, Shafi qur Khan, t coach Juan Campo, Dawa Sherpa, 
Kristina Zotolli, Bishan Rayamaji, Tasnia Rahman, coach Krishna Mahabir.  
Photo by Anith Devkota. 

is then calculated. Grover Cleveland was 
fi rst represented at the International Bridge 
Building Contest in 2009 and has steadily 
improved. 

Shafi qur Khan’s bridge weighed 10.75 
grams and held 52 kilograms before 
breaking.  Since only 50 kilograms are 
counted, Shafi qur’s bridge held 4651 times 
its own weight.  This effi ciency beat second 
place fi nisher from Portland Oregon, who 
achieved an effi ciency of 4376.  

Grover Cleveland advanced to the Inter-
nationals due to its victory at the Regional 
Bridge Building Contest by prevailing in 
the fi nals over John Bowne High School.  
Grover Cleveland’s team consists of Ankit 
Bhandari, Kristina Zotolli, Saiman Tamang, 
Jeevan Bastola, and Bishan Rayamajhi, 
Christopher Chan, Tasnia Rahman, Dawa 
Sherpa, and Anith Devkota. 

Please visit http://bridgecontest.phys.iit.
edu/ for more details of the contest. In addi-
tion, video of the 2018 International Bridge 
Building Contest is available on youtube. 
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ENTER TO 
WIN A

$500GIFT
CERTIFICATE

    309 WEST 125th STREET
BETWEEN ST. NICK & FREDERICK DOUGLASS  •  646-556-8049

OPENING
HARLEM
SUPERSTORE NOW OPEN

GO TO MANHATTANEXPRESSNEWS.COM/PCRICHARD FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

COURTESY OF P.C. RICHARD & SON

No purchase necessary to ENTER.  Open only to legal residents of NY, NJ, CT & PA 18 years of age or older.  Odds of winning depend upon the number of eligible 
entries received.  Limit one entry per person.  Void where prohibited. Sponsored by CNG.

Avella proposes bill to regulate Airbnb
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

 
State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) may have a solution 
to an ongoing residential is-
sue.

A new measure was pre-
sented during Bayside Hills 
Civic Association’s general 
meeting at Colonial Church 
of Bayside — located at 54-02 
217th St. — late last month. 
At the meeting, Avella spoke 
about his proposed legislation 
in response to the commu-
nity’s complaints caused by 
Airbnb and its guests.

Avella’s bill would regulate 
Airbnb, including six require-
ments: proper record keep-
ing, law enforcement’s access 
to these records, guest photo 
identification, advertisements 
with the property address 
stated, owner confirmation 
of no outstanding violations 
and enforcement of residential 
zoning laws.

A proper registration re-
cord of home-sharing history 
for Airbnb should include the 
guest’s name, current resi-
dence, as well as the date of ar-
rival and departure. The leg-

islation would require these 
records to be kept for three 
years. These records must be 
provided to regulators or law 
enforcement upon request.

“Building codes and zon-
ing codes have confirmed that 
much of this is being done il-
legally and it’s a mystery as to 
why the city hasn’t enforced 
this law,” said Avella, who 
has been working towards 
passing this type of bill for 
the past year. “The empha-
sis is especially on one-, two-
family homes in residential 
areas operating like they are 
in commercial zones. We have 
to enforce this law or else the 
problem will expand and con-
tinue to get worse.”

Passage of Avella’s bill 
would also mean that hotels, 
short-term rentals and other 
lodging establishments must 
request a guest’s legal photo 
identification before check-
ing in. Other requirements 
include the property address 
being included on short-term 
rental advertisements as well 
as confirmation from the own-
er that the property does not 
have any outstanding viola-

tions with the city Department 
of Buildings.

Additionally, this legisla-
tion would strictly enforce 
zoning laws to prohibit com-
mercial activity in residential 
neighborhoods.

One resident at the meeting 
commented on a house near 
213th Street and 56th Avenue. 
In mid-April, the house played 
host to about 100 college stu-
dents and received multiple 
911 complaint calls. The resi-
dent added that one of the stu-

dents actually hit his car with 
their vehicle.

Avella suggested that 
neighbors whose daily lives 
are affected by operating 
Airbnb homes should fill out 
an affidavit.

Community Board 11 dis-
trict manager Joseph Mar-
ziliano confirmed one Airbnb 
complaint from June 5 within 
the board’s confines.

“It’s definitely a general 
concern - even if there haven’t 
been many recent complaints 

in this area,” Marziliano said. 
“I encourage residents who 
are aware of this to file a com-
plaint with their community 
board and/or the DOB and an 
investigation will be launched 
to see if the home is being pur-
posed to transient use.

Even President Trump’s 
childhood home — located 
at 85-15 Wareham Road in 
Jamaica Estates — was list-
ed on Airbnb’s website last 
summer. The home was even-
tually taken off the Airbnb 
website after the DOB issued 
a partial vacate order, in re-
sponse to the illegal conver-
sion of the home’s basement 
into an apartment without 
DOB’s approval.

In 2015, two men were shot 
after leaving a party at an 
Airbnb-rented home at 213-
45 28th Ave. in Bayside. It 
was reported that upwards of 
about 200 were present at the 
party, which took place in the 
basement.

The next state legislative 
session will begin in Janu-
ary, when Avella looks for-
ward to moving forward on 
this process.

State Sen. Tony Avella speaks about his proposed legislation in 
response to community complaints against Airbnb and its guests. 

Photo by Steve Goodstein



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 6–12, 2018 13  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

1-917-246-2888.
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July 16 - August 2
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center

NYEmpireTennis.com

The Myrtle Avenue Business 
Improvement District held their 30th 
Annual Meeting at the Ridgewood 
Savings Bank on June 27th at 6:30 
pm. 

The guest speaker was John 
Mastronardi, Commanding Officer of 
the 104th Precinct. He briefed everyone 
regarding Crime Stats and responded 

to any questions/issues and brought 
up by those in attendance. 

After general business and a 
report on past years’ activities and 
next years program initiatives, 
the keynote speaker Hon. Antonio 
Reynoso NYC Council Member 34th 
District presented the Myrtle Avenue 
BID with a 30 year service award. 

Pictured from left to right: John Perricone, Queens Borough President Designee, Hon. 
Melinda Katz, Antonetta Binanti, Myrtle Avenue BID Secretary, Giovanni Mistretta, 
Myrtle Avenue BID Board Member, Theodore M. Renz, Myrtle Avenue BID Executive 
Director , Herman Hochberg, Myrtle Avenue BID President, Hon. Antonio Reynoso, 
Council Member, 34th District, Peter Aigner, Myrtle Avenue BID Treasurer, Jose 
Trucios, NYC Department of Small Business Services, Hon. Bill deBlasio, Mayor 
Valarie Wornian, Myrtle Avenue BID Vice President 
Not pictured: Ann Giarratano, Myrtle Avenue BID Assistant Director Boris Santos, 
City Council Designee, Hon. Antonio Reynoso, Julio Salazar, representing Hon. Nydia 
Velazquez, 7th Congressional District 

Daughter fulfi lls late mom’s dream with Haiku book 
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
A new book by a late 

Queens teacher gives a ca-
reer’s worth of poetry life 
with Haikus accompanied 
by vibrant illustrations.

Sydell Rosenberg wrote 
“H is For Haiku: A Treasury 
of Haiku From A to Z,” with 
illustrations by Lebanese-
American Sawsan Chalabi. 
The book was published by 
Penny Candy Books in April, 
during National Poetry 
Month. It can be purchased 
on Amazon.com for $13.35, 
or from Penny Candy Books’ 
website.

The book is a labor of 
love, published with the help 
of Rosenberg’s daughter.

“When she died and we 
were at the funeral, my 
sister-in-law turned to me 
and said ‘somehow we’re go-
ing to get your mom’s book 
done... we’re going to get it 
published,’” said Amy Lo-
sak, who honored her late 
mother’s legacy by getting 
the book published. 

Sydell Rosenberg was a 
Queens teacher, writer, and 

poet whose work was anthol-
ogized and published in a 
number of journals during a 
literary career that spanned 
decades. 

Rosenberg lived in Bri-
arwood and taught in sev-
eral New York City public 
schools, including PS 99 in 
Kew Gardens, Losak said. 
Before she died in 1996, just 
a few months shy of turning 
67 , it was her lifelong dream 
to publish her manuscript 
filled with children’s Haiku 
-- a Japanese poem of 17 syl-
lables, in three lines of five, 
seven, and five, tradition-
ally evoking images of the 
natural world. 

“Some of Mom’s short po-
ems, which celebrate life’s 
small moments, were in-
spired by her life as a Queens 
resident and as a New York-
er,” said Losak. “And some 
of these simple but striking 
poems were published de-
cades ago.” 

Rosenberg’s Haiku poems 
make references to Queens: 

 
“Queuing for ice cream -- 

Sweat sprinkled office workers 

on Queens Boulevard” 
One of Losak’s favorite po-
ems from the book include: 

“Adventure’s over
The cat sits in the fur ring

of his tail and dreams
 
“Mom knew her Haiku, 

she studied and wrote this 
brief but challenging and 
endlessly evocative poetic 
form for decades,” Losak 
said. “She even studied Japa-
nese in order to try and read 
the masters in their original 
language.” 

Rosenberg was one of the 
first charter members of the 
Haiku Society of America, 
a non-profit organization 
founded in 1968 to promote 
the writing and appreciation 
of Haiku poetry in English, a 
group Losak remains a mem-
ber of today. Membership is 
open to all readers, writers 
and students of Haiku. 

Grieving the loss of her 
mother, whom she called her 
“best friend,” it took some 
time for Losak to sift through 
her mother’s manuscripts. 
She began writing Haiku “H is For Haiku: A Treasury of Haiku From A to Z,” is written by Sydell 

Rosenberg and illustrated by Sawsan Chalabi.  Courtesy of Amy LosakContinued on Page 46
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It’s energy control in the palm of your hand.
Download our new app to monitor your  
energy usage, pay bills, and track outages.  
Learn more at coned.com/myaccount

IT’S MORE 
THAN 
A NEW 
APP

Whether you’re looking for primary or specialty care, NewYork-Presbyterian Medical Group 
Queens has you covered. We provide access to top doctors, including experts from Weill Cornell 
Medicine, and to the vast resources and services of NewYork-Presbyterian Queens. 

To find a doctor or learn more, visit nyp.org/medgroupqueens or call  718-732-1540.
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Alleged van thiefs face multiple charges: DA
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Chukuweike Emeni, 
also known as Emzie 
Snipes, was accused of 
being the ringleader of 
two separate criminal en-
terprises last month that 
involved stealing com-
mercial vans, the Queens 
district attorney said.

In the first crime un-
dertaking, it was alleged 
that Emeni, a Far Rock-
away resident, and his 
suspected accomplices, 
Teyana Paul and Mark 
Thomas, cruised around 
eight neighborhoods 
throughout Queens and 
Nassau County for seven 
months to steal Econo-
line van parts to later 
resell for profit at least a 
dozen times, practically 
making a business of it, 
according to DA Richard 
Brown.

“The defendants in 
this case turned an illegal 
venture into a dedicated 
job,” said Brown. “They 
lurked in the middle of 
the night or early hours 
of the morning allegedly 

stealing vans, arranging 
meets to sell parts and 
even quoted prices - $100 
for seats, $120 for radios.”

Emeni was charged 
with grand larceny, crim-
inal possession of stolen 
property, conspiracy, fal-
sifying business records 
and insurance fraud, 
according to Brown and 
state Department of Fi-
nancial Services Superin-
tendent Maria Vullo. 

Emeni was arraigned 
on June 21 and is set to 
return to court on July 
10. His bail was set at 
$210,000.

The alleged crimes oc-
curred between July 2017 
and February 2018 in Lit-
tle Neck, East Elmhurst, 
Jackson Heights, Flush-
ing, and Kew Gardens in 
Queens as well as Free-
port, Rockville Center 
and Long Beach in Long 
Island.

The criminal com-
plaint filed by the DA’s of-
fice said Emeni, Paul and 
Thomas, who is from up-
state New York, schemed 
to steal the vans and 

would later strip them 
of everything from tires, 
seats, bumpers, radios, 
car batteries, rooftops, 
headlights, tail lights, 
side panels and more. 

Law enforcement offi-
cers from the Auto Crime 
Unit and Criminal Enter-
prise Division used court-
authorized eavesdropping 
tools to overhear numer-
ous conversations where 
Emeni allegedly told buy-
ers what items he alleg-
edly stole and the quote 
for each part, according 
to the complaint.

On Aug. 1, 2017, Emeni 
can be seen on video sur-
veillance taking a 2016 
white Ford minibus from 
a Samuel Field YMCA 
parking lot in Little Neck 
Parkway, according to 
Brown’s office. On Aug. 
21, 2017 the van was re-
covered on Horace Hard-
ing Expressway missing 
a bumper and headlights. 

In many instanc-
es, Paul, who is from 
Rosedale, could be seen 
on surveillance video 
driving her silver Toyota 

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown says the NYPD has nabbed five suspects who 
were wanted for questioning in connection with an alleged insurance fraud scheme 
and the theft of Econoline van parts.  

Highlander, following be-
hind some of the stolen 
vans, according to the 
criminal complaint. 

After an investiga-
tion into the crimes, 
Paul and Thomas were 
arrested on June 5 and 
arraigned June 6 before 
 Queens Supreme Court 
Judge Toni Cimino and 
charged with grand lar-
ceny, criminal posses-
sion of stolen property 
and conspiracy, accord-
ing to the complaint. 
Paul was ordered to have 
supervised release and 
Thomas had bail set for 
$50,000. They were both 
ordered to return to 
court June 21,  but the 
DA did not release up-
dated information. Paul 

was also charged with 
insurance fraud. 

In the insurance fraud 
case it was alleged that 
Emeni, Darnell Johnson, 
Paul and her sister Na-
dine Paul faked car col-
lisions to collect cash for 
phony injuries, according 
to Vullo. 

Investigators from 
the state Dept. of Finan-
cial Services Insurance 
Fraud Bureau were the 
ones to dismantle the al-
leged crew. 

Nadine Paul and John-
son were arrested and 
charged with insurance 
fraud, attempted grand 
larceny, falsifying busi-
ness records and con-
spiracy June 6, and were 
ordered to return to court 

on June 21  . Johnson, who 
is homeless, was held on 
bail for $15,000. Nadine 
Paul was ordered to have 
a supervised release. 

“These defendants 
engineered a scheme to 
fraudulently enrich them-
selves at the cost of higher 
premiums for hardwork-
ing taxpayers,” said Vullo. 

All of the defendants 
face up to seven years in 
prison if convicted, ac-
cording to the criminal 
complaint. 

“Every time a faked 
car crash insurance pay-
ment is doled out, every-
one else pays too - in high-
er premiums. These kinds 
of plots to defraud will not 
be tolerated in Queens 
County,” said Brown. 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

City fi les housing discrimination lawsuits
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
The city filed two lawsuits 

last week against landlords 
of two property management 
companies alleging discrimi-
nation against prospective ten-
ants who use vouchers to help 
them pay their rent in a move 
that brought a swift reaction 
from Queens lawmakers, ac-
cording to the Department of 
Social Services. 

Elected officials across the 
city were disheartened to learn 
that Oxford Realty and Atlas 
Realty have been accused of 
discriminating against poten-
tial renters who rely on Sec-
tion 8 and other programs for 
rental assistance in Staten 
Island and the Bronx, and are 
putting landlords across all 
five boroughs on notice. 

Oxford Realty, which is 
based in Manhattan, also has 
properties in Queens at Mur-
ray Hill, Long Island City, 
Woodside, Rego Park, Kew 
Gardens and Middle Village. 
Atlas is also based in Manhat-
tan, but doesn’t currently have 
any properties in the borough.  

DSS Source of Income Dis-
crimination Unit was formed 

in 2017 and works to prevent 
and prosecute instances of 
housing discrimination based 
on lawful source of income, 
according to the organization. 
To date it has responded to 
more than 50 referrals of SOI 
discrimination. At least four of 
those cases involved discrimi-
nation towards potential rent-
ers from Queens. In one of the 
four cases the SOI unit helped 
to get a renter housed. 

The SOI Discrimination 
hotline is 929-221-6576. 

The unit was formed as a 
part of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
Turning the Tide initiative to 
combat homelessness.

“Landlords be warned: our 
city will not tolerate discrimi-
nation of any kind against New 
Yorkers who rely on public as-
sistance,” said de Blasio. “To-
day’s lawsuits demonstrate our 
commitment to enforcing fair 
housing practices by holding 
landlords, management com-
panies, and brokers account-
able for unlawful discrimina-

tion against hard-working New 
Yorkers seeking housing.”

There are 10,513 people 
housed in shelters in Queens, 
according to DSS Commis-
sioner Steve Banks at a spring 
meeting at Queens Borough 
Hall.

“This lawsuit sends a loud 
and clear message that hous-
ing discrimination in New 
York City is completely unac-
ceptable,” said City Council-
man Daniel Dromm, chairman 
of the Finance Committee (D-

Jackson Heights). “The source 
of income discrimination is 
a serious problem facing our 
city, leading to greater hous-
ing insecurity for immigrants, 
people who have experienced 
homelessness, those living 
with HIV/AIDS and many oth-
ers.”

Among the programs af-
fected by the suit, LINC vouch-
ers help families move out of 
shelters, while FHEPS, CITY-
FEPS, SEPS help those facing 
eviction and homelessness and 
HASA provides rental subsi-
dies for people with HIV/AIDS 
who are struggling financially, 
according to the city. 

“With the creation of the 
newly formed Department of 
Social Services Source of In-
come Discrimination Unit, 
New Yorkers utilizing govern-
ment assistance programs 
will now have an additional 
recourse if discriminated 
against when seeking hous-
ing,” said  state Assembly-
man Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills). “This provides one of 
many needed efforts to combat 
the worst homeless crisis since 
the Great Depression.” He is 

The city is suing landlords who discriminate against potential renters who rely on housing vouchers.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Continued on Page 46
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

Residential
&

Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AROUND CALL NOW

1-800-BUY-FENCE

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

*Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is 
extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27
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BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The Broadway-Flushing Homeowners’ 

Association welcomed a new president in 
Kevin Morris, who will be a familiar face 
after the many years he has served in the 
neighborhood organization.

Morris replaces Janet McCreesh, 
who was the 29th president of the BFHA 
since its inception in 1964, and who will 
remain active in the group, according to 
the association’s vice president, Joseph 
Brostek.

“It has been a pleasure to live in 
Broadway-Flushing for 60 years, and 
to have worked with the association for 
much of that time,” Morris said. “I will 
continue to promote the interests of the 
homeowners to maintain this as a pre-
mier New York neighborhood.“

The BFHA focuses on quality-of-life is-
sues in the neighborhood, many of which 
include the Broadway-Flushing Historic 
District established in 2006, and protects 

the integrity of about 1,300 buildings on 
the National Register of Historic Places 
that have stood for more than a century.

“It has been my honor to serve as 
president of the BFHA for the past two 
years,” McCreesh said. “It is truly inspir-
ing to work alongside a group of people 
who appreciate our community and 
work hard to protect it.  I look forward to 
our change in leadership and am excited 
to work with our incoming 30th presi-
dent, Kevin Morris.”

Illegal conversions of homes and zon-
ing violations are a top priority of the 
BFHA, as well as airplane noise from the 
NextGen flight pattern, enacted in 2012, 
for commercial aircraft departing from 
LaGuardia Airport and particularly af-
fected by what is known as the TNNIS 
climb.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail 
at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Thomas Rice, a New York Police 

Department detective with the 106th 
Precinct in Ozone Park, was demot-
ed to a police officer, suspended and 
forced to retire after it was discov-
ered that he filed false police reports 
for three months in 2013, the Queens 
district attorney said

Rice was arraigned June 19 and 
pleaded guilty to official miscon-
duct before Judge Scott Dunn at 
Queens Criminal Court in Kew 
Gardens, according to DA Richard 
Brown’s office. 

An inquiry led by the Internal Af-
fairs Bureau discovered that Rice fal-
sified reports from January to April 
2013 about ongoing investigations on 
at least 11 different occasions, accord-
ing to Brown’s office. 

The reports, known as DD-5s, had 
false and misleading statements, ac-
cording to the criminal complaint. 

The cases involved vehicle break-
ins where property was taken and Rice 
closed the investigations without us-
ing his due diligence, according to au-
thorities. 

The reports included non-existent 
addresses as places he conducted inter-
views with fictitious witnesses that he 
made up, according to the complaint. 
Some of the names used in the docu-
ments were recycled on many forms.

On at least six separate occasions 
he listed Harry Sadhadeo, both as a 
male witness and a female witness, ac-
cording to the complaint. 

Rice was demoted from a detective 
to a police officer in May and later sus-
pended before he was forced into re-
tirement, according to authorities. 

Deputy Commissioner Joseph 
Resnick of the Internal Affairs Bureau 
supervised the investigation, which 
was led by Sgt. Andrew Fitts. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

DA: 106th Pct. detective 
falsifi ed reports for months

Broadway homeowners 
welcome new president

An NYPD detective in the 106th Precinct was 
forced to retire after it was discovered that 
he filed false police reports in 2013. 

Photo by Mary Altaffer/AP
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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july Cablecast Dates

Day Date Time Spectrum RCN FIOS
Tuesday 7/10/18 10 AM 1997 85 37
Tuesday 7/10/18 7 PM 34/1995 82 34
Tuesday 7/17/18 10 AM 1997 85 37

Tuesday 7/17/18 7 PM 34/1995 82 34
Tuesday 7/24/18 10 AM 1997 85 37
Tuesday 7/24/18 7 PM 34/1995 82 34
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James Sanders Jr., 10th Senate District  ( left )  and  
Senator Peralta, 13th State Senate Distric t   (right )

Clyde Vanel 
33rd Assembly District
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Fireworks light the borough sky 
ahead of Independence Day

(Clockwise from top) On Little Neck Bay, the 
the fourth annual fireworks show at Fort 
Totten in Bayside brought out hundreds. The 
Hellgate Bridge is the perfect backdrop for 
the Fourth of July fireworks in Astoria Park. 
Heavy rain threatened to wash out the 
show, but the skies cleared up just in time. 
The parade grounds at Fort Totten — the 
Civil War-era outpost on the tip of Bayside 
— start to fill up early as families claim 
the best spots for watching the show. The 
Astoria fireworks show has a long tradition 
of live music accompanying the pyrotechnics. 
This year, it was the Patriot Brass Ensemble 
tooting its horns. Keeping the peace at 
Bayside’s celebration is a pair of mounted 
officers from the unit stationed just a few 
miles away in Cunningham Park. It wouldn’t 
dare rain on Astoria’s Independence Day 
celebration, the biggest in the borough. 
 Photos by Bruce Adler and Luis Zapata
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#29837
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 CHEVY CRUZE
$8,500$7,995 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246923k miles, Stk#32703
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'13 HONDA CIVIC

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$14,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

EVEN MORE 4TH 
ALL WEEKEND LON
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G

N

ENDS

TUESDAY!

PLUS

FREE
ADJUSTABLE BASE**

UP TO A $699 VALUE - FREE

$9 A MONTH†

0% APR for 72 Months*

MATTRESSES ON SALE STARTING AT

Minimum purchase of $625 with your Mattress Firm credit card.
72 equal monthly payments required.

ALL BEDS ON SALE
LOWEST 

PRICE 
EVER! WAS $397 

MEMORY FOAM QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW $297

4TH OF 
JULY SALE

HURRY IN • FINAL DAYS
Our best off er has been extended!

MF40_NYC_WRAP_7.6_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_1
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LOWEST
$9 a month mattresses

LONGEST
0% APR for 72 months*

WIDEST
range of Famous

Name Brands

THE 
BIG

DEAL

BACK BY
POPULAR DEMAND

ALL BEDS
ON SALE

Mattresses under

$10
a month

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE

 BASE

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Soft Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$10 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $650

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Medium Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$10 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $650

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Firm Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$10 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $650

SAVE 
$51

Queen | Firm Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$9 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $648

SAVE 
$51

Queen | Plush Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$9 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $648

SAVE 
$51

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$9 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $648

MF40_NYC_WRAP_7.6_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_2_3
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LOWEST
$9 a month mattresses

LONGEST
0% APR for 72 months*

WIDEST
range of Famous

Name Brands

THE 
BIG

DEAL

BACK BY
POPULAR DEMAND

ALL BEDS
ON SALE

Mattresses under

$20
a month

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE

 BASE

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Lux Firm Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$12 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $799

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Memory Foam Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$12 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $799

SAVE 
$200

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$13 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $899

SAVE 
$200

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$14 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $999

SAVE 
$200

Queen | Firm Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$19 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $1299

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

SAVE 
$300

Queen | Plush Mattress

NEW SAVINGS
$19 a Month†  | 72 Months • Total $1299
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+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE

25 beds under $25 a month

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

Choose from a wide range of top-quality, name-brand mattresses.

LOWEST
monthly payments 

ever, starting at 
$9 a month.

LONGEST
interest-free 

fi nancing at 0% APR 
for 72 months*.

WIDEST
range of famous 
name brands to 

choose from.

1-800-MAT-FIRM |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

Limited Time • Hurry In!

SAVE 
$100

Queen | Plush Mattress

$13 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $899

NEW SAVINGS

SAVE 
$300

Queen | Cushion Firm Mattress

$23 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1599

NEW SAVINGS

SAVE 
$200

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

$10 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $699

NEW SAVINGS

SAVE 
$300

Queen | Firm Mattress

$19 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1299

NEW SAVINGS

0% APR: 6 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 2 years* with a minimum 
purchase of $625 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 72, 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 7/5/18-7/10/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be 
charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly 
payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Down payment equal to sales tax 
and delivery required. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement 
for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. †All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on minimum queen mattress purchase price alone excluding tax 
and delivery charges. Total amount to pay is total of all monthly payments. Additional purchases may aff ect the monthly payment. Subject to credit approval. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 7/5/18-7/10/18. 
Receive a free Head Up 50 adjustable base (up to a $699 value) with select mattress purchases of $599 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Split king or split California king 
base purchases consist of 2 bases. For split king or split California king purchases consumer will receive one free adjustable base with promotion, with second base at regular price. Free adjustable base off er valid 
to complete mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er not valid on previous purchases, fl oor models, clearance items, Serta iComfort or Purple mattresses. Certain other exclusions may 
apply. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for 
illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct 
any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 7/5/18-7/10/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

MF40_NYC_WRAP_7.6_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_4
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/06/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

$12,500BUY 
FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M41946
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP PATRIOT
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#33411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHRYSLER T&C
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA

OF JULY DEALS
NG AT MAJOR WORLD
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Public transit remains vital investment
July 2018 marks the 54th anniver-

sary of federal government support 
for public transportation.

The success of public transpor-
tation can be traced back to one of 
President Lyndon Johnson’s greatest 
accomplishments, which continues 
benefiting many Americans today. 
On July 9, 1964 he signed the Urban 
Mass Transportation Act of 1964 into 
law. Subsequently, this has resulted 
in the investment over time of sever-
al hundred billion dollars into public 
transportation. 

Millions of Americans, includ-
ing many living in Queens County 
today, utilize various public trans-
portation alternatives on a daily ba-
sis. They include local and express 
bus, ferry, jitney, light rail, subway 
and commuter rail services. All of 
these systems use less fuel and move 
far more people than conventional 
single-occupancy vehicles. Most of 
these systems are funded with your 
tax dollars, thanks to Johnson. De-

pending upon where you live, consid-
er the public transportation options.  

Fortunately, we have the MTA 
and its various operating agencies, 
including NYC Transit subway and 
bus, LIRR, Metro North Rail Road, 
Staten Island Rapid Transit Au-
thority and MTA Bus. There is also 
New Jersey Transit, Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey, New 
York City Departments of Trans-
portation, Staten Island Ferry and 
Economic Development Corporation 
private ferries. 

Using MTA Metrocards provides 
free transfers between the subway 
and bus. This has eliminated the old 
two-fare zones, making public trans-
portation an even better bargain.  
Purchasing a monthly Long Island 
Rail Road or MTA subway/bus pass 
reduces the cost per ride and pro-
vides virtually unlimited trips.

Elected officials and govern-
ment employees can turn in their 
taxpayer-funded vehicles and join 

the rest of us by using public trans-
portation to get around town. In 
many cases, employers can offer 
transit checks, which help subsi-
dize a portion of the costs. Utilize 
this and reap the benefits. It sup-
ports a cleaner environment. 

The ability to travel from home 
to workplace, school, shopping, 
entertainment, medical sites and 
libraries is a factor when moving 
to a new neighborhood. Economi-
cally successful communities are 
not 100 percent dependent on au-
tomobiles as the sole means of mo-
bility. Seniors, students, low- and 
middle-income people need these 
transportation alternatives.

Investment in public transporta-
tion today contributes to economic 
growth, employment and a stronger 
economy. Dollar for dollar, it is one of 
the best investments we can make.

Larry Penner
Great Neck
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s victory over U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley in last week’s Democratic primary 
shocked the borough, city, state and country, and it 
could lead to the start of a new movement away from 
the political norm.

If her win tells us anything, it’s that voters in 
New York’s 14th Congressional District are ready for 
change and want new blood to represent them. And 
others could soon follow. 

Ocasio-Cortez received the majority of votes in 
both the Queens and the Bronx parts of the district — 
she secured more than 11,800 votes out in Queens and 
nearly 4,100 in the Bronx. Both figures bested Crow-
ley’s numbers.

That a 28-year-old neophyte ousted a veteran con-
gressman shows that times are changing. This could 
be just the first domino to fall. And it would seem no 
seasoned elected official is safe.

Crowley was thought to have no problem pushing 
Ocasio-Cortez aside, given his experience and track 
record as chairman of the House Democratic Caucus 
and the Queens County Dem machine. As the fourth 
most powerful Democratic in Congress, he was in line 
to receive the nod to replace Speaker Nancy Pelosi if 
the Democrats won back the House this fall. And in 
the blink of an eye, everything changed. 

But what does this mean for the future of our law-
makers here in Queens?

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney held her ground with a 
primary victory over Suraj Patel with 58.8 percent of 
the votes, while U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks downed his 
two opponents in a landslide, with 81.5 percent of the 
votes. 

Maloney and Meeks were expected to win their pri-
maries, though it was thought Patel might have been 
able to upset Maloney due to his new age campaign 
tactics.

Even in defeat, Patel showed that voters can be 
reached in ways that veteran officials may not have 
previously considered. He campaigned through social 
media to appeal to millennial supporters and used a 
dating app in an effort to get out the vote. And he cap-
tured 41.2 percent  of the votes in the 12th District, 
which showed that a new young candidate can provide 
a scare. 

Patel’s campaign, along with Ocasio-Cortez’s upset 
over Crowley, both prove that young candidates can 
appeal to voters and are here to stay.

Moving forward, Queens politicians — and elected 
officials across the country — must consider young 
emerging candidates as possible threats to their seats 
more so than they ever had before. It’s a new age of pol-
itics, one where youth could soon trump experience. 
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QUEENS
AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Do you know an immigrant in Queens
who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our third Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

Name of nominee: ______________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: _________________Phone: _________________ Email: ______________________

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in October 2018. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.
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The sudden and dramatic 
implementation of a “zero 
tolerance” policy for asylum 
seekers by the Trump admin-
istration has renewed scru-
tiny on Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement, with 
many immigration advocates 
now calling for the aboli-
tion of the agency.  Though 
ICE has operated extensively 
throughout the city, reports of 
2,500 children separated and 
detained or sent to foster case 
has brought national scrutiny 
on the agency.  

Last week, progressive 
Democrat Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, won a convincing vic-
tory over Congressman Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 

calling for, among other polic-
es, the abolition of ICE.  Mayor 
de Blasio, as well as U.S. Sen. 
Kristin Gillibrand (D-NY) 
have also voiced support for 
abolition.

ICE was formed as part 
of a reorganization of the na-
tion’s security apparatus af-
ter the 9/11 attacks.  Under 
the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, ICE is responsible for the 
enforcement, investigation, 
intelligence detention and de-
portation efforts of agencies, 
including the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service 
and United States Custom Ser-
vice.  Since then the agency 
has come to operate 200 deten-
tion centers across the coun-
try with a minimum quota and 
Congress has authorized the 
construction of additional de-
tention centers in the coming 
years.  Immigration activists 
have charged that the agency 
lacks oversight and discretion 
when detaining otherwise law-
abiding immigrants.  There 

are also concerns that the 
agency is more susceptible to 
political pressure than other 
law enforcement agencies.

Republicans have largely 
remained silent on family sep-
arations and no Republican 
senators backed a Democratic 
bill to demand family reuni-
fications.  The president has 
praised ICE, claiming on so-
cial media that the agency has 
“liberated towns” from MS-13,  
a violent street gang that con-
servatives cite when justify-
ing the collective punishment 
of undocumented persons.

President Trump has back-
tracked from earlier asser-
tions that Democrats were 
solely responsible for the de-
tention of children and a leg-
islative solution.  This clashed 
significantly with the admin-
istration’s demands for border 
wall funding that held up all 
reform legislation, as well as 
the public statements of his 
advisers, most of whom have 
vocally supported ICE’s opera-

tions.  Last month the presi-
dent relented and signed an 
executive order that stipulated 
the reunification of children 
and their parents.  It remains 
to be seen, however, whether 
the president will push for-
ward with the “indefinite 
detention” of families – a fall-
back policy that leaves immi-
gration reformers aghast and 
likely would be challenged in 
court.

Though there are certain 
to be many iterations of leg-
islation to abolish ICE, one 
possible bill, introduced by 
Congressman Mark Pocan 
(D-Wis.) would set up a com-
mission to investigate ICE’s 
powers and determine which 
are subject to abuse by the 
president.  Pocan, of the House 
Progressive Caucus, has 
claimed in interviews that the 
dramatic overreach and abuse 
by ICE has left many terrified 
to cooperate with the agency, 
which hurts its investigative 
efforts.  It is unclear however, 

whether the recommendations 
would be binding or if the 
agency would remain active, 
albeit with reduced powers 
and greater oversight.  

As many remain skeptical 
of ending the agency’s direc-
tive or delegating its respon-
sibilities back to other federal 
agencies, any reform proposal 
backed by Democrats is like-
lier to resemble the Pocan 
proposal rather than an out-
right abolition.  Many Demo-
crats are not yet committing 
to calls from activists and the 
progressive wing of the party.  
U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-
NY) has yet to take a position 
on whether the agency should 
be shut down.  Other high-
profile Senate Democrats have 
indicated a need to change 
the policies that have given 
the agency free rein to detain 
whomever they see fit.  Others 
are skeptical that any change 
is possible given that the di-
rective comes straight from 
the Trump White House. 

Pressure mounts for Queens pols to take action on ICE
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history

 
Welcome to July 1948! 
JFK Airport (then called 

Idlewild, or officially, the New 
York International Airport.) 
opened that month. 

The first scheduled inter-
national flights arrived July 
9, when two DC-4s from Peru 
landed within an hour of each 
other. One carried freight; the 
other 33 passengers. Later that 

day, a flight from Seaboard 
and Western (a carrier later 
merged into Federal Express) 
arrived from Europe carry-
ing two racehorses. It was the 
first trans-Atlantic flight to 
Idlewild.

At the formal opening July 
31, a mighty sky armada un-
seen since the war buzzed the 
skies of Queens as all the na-
tion’s airlines  converged on 
the 4,900-acre field on Jamaica 
Bay. The pageant, marking the 
start of the International Air 
Exposition, began a half hour 
after President Harry Truman 

dedicated the field at 3 p.m. 
that day. 

It was the greatest display 
of air power witnessed in the 
United States up to that time. 
More than a thousand planes, 
described as bombers, super–
bombers and jet fighters, as 
well as other types of military 
craft, took part in that mili-
tary parade.   

Also present on the review-
ing stand was Gov. Thomas 
Dewey, who made the event a 
milestone for another reason. 
It was the first time that candi-
dates from both parties (Tru-
man and Dewey) met on the 
same platform during a presi-
dential campaign.

In keeping with the occasion, 
both men arrived by plane.

Throngs of spectators (es-
timated to reach 100,000) con-
verged on Idlewild to witness 

the greatest air show ever held. 
Thousands of autos and buses 
rolled over Queens highways 
and the Long Island Rail Road 
ran special trains to Aqueduct. 
Over 1,500 police were detailed 
to handle the crowds. Shuttle 
buses transported spectators 
from parking lots (for a 50-cent 
fare) to the reviewing stands. 
They gawked at the largest 
bombers at that time, B-29s 
and B-36s, which were parked 
on the runway and on display 
that week.

Traffic was jammed on 
roads every weekend that 
month for other reasons. 
Beaches in the borough held a 
staggering estimated 1.5 mil-
lion bathers on July 11, as the 
temperature climbed to the 
mid–’80s. Scarcely an unoc-
cupied spot was visible on the 
sand of the Rockaways, where 

over a million sought relief 
in the surf. Crowds jammed 
smaller spaces along the North 
Shore and in Jacob Riis Park. 

The Rockaway Chamber of 
Commerce estimated that 2.5 
million descended on the com-
munity over a three-day week-
end. In the first 11 days of July, 
the number reached 6.8 mil-
lion, a record for the period. 
The average for the month was 
historically between 10 million 
and 12 million. 

They did not miss much in 
the way of television, then in 
its infancy. Only four stations, 
WPIX (Channel 11), WNDT (4), 
WABD (5), and WCBS (2) broad-
cast between 4 and 11 p.m. 

For further information, 
contact the Society at (718) 278-
0700 or visit our website at www.
astorialic.org. 

John F. Kennedy Airport offi cially opened in July 1948

New Voices

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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GRAND OPENING!

SUNDAY
 by 

Queens Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi sees the prob-
lems facing communities due 
to homelessness and the prob-
lems caused by attempting to 
solve the dilemma, so he has 
suggested a solution.

The city hasn’t found a 
fix and the number of home-
less people now seems to be 
hovering around 63,000.  . The 
city now spends $1.6 billion to 
house the homeless in shelters 
and hotels.

Hevesi’s plan is for the 
state to provide rental sub-
sidies to families living in 
apartments or houses who are 
being priced out of the market 
due to high costs. The subsi-
dies will make up the differ-

ence between what the public 
assistance families regularly 
receive and the actual cost of 
housing. His Home Stability 
Support plan would replace 
all existing city and state 
rental subsidies with a single 
new state-wide subsidy. This 
would be for residents eligible 
for public assistance.

This plan was proposed by 
Hevesi in 2016 and has been 
supported by legislators on 
both sides of the aisle in Al-
bany, religious and advocacy 
groups and mayors all over 
New York State.

Instead of receiving full 
support from Albany, how-
ever, only $15 million was ap-
propriated last year as a pilot 
program to be used for 200 
families in New York City and 
40 families in the Rochester. 
The cost of the full HSS plan 
would be $450 million, yet 
Hevesi believes that getting 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to agree 
to the $15 million is at least a 
small victory.

Homelessness is a big is-
sue for communities and the 
civic and tenant associations 
which comprise the neighbor-
hoods of Queens. While it is 
a social necessity to help the 
homeless, concentrating them 
in communities in hotels can 
cause problems.

While most homeless fami-
lies and individuals are good 
people, some are dysfunc-
tional, mentally ill, or drug 
addicts who just don’t want to 
take the medicines prescribed 
for them and act out in public 
or in their shelters.

Civic leaders at Queens 
Civic Congress meetings talk 
about people from hotel shel-
ters who take off their cloth-
ing in the street, fight among 
themselves, pressure people 
on the street for money, defe-
cate in the streets and disrupt 
the quality of life in some ar-
eas. Seeing clothing all over 
streets is a sign of a troubled 
community.

People rally against using 

hotels as homeless shelters 
because of the disruption it 
can cause in a neighborhood. 
There is the concern that 
families with children are 
taken too far from the original 
school the children attended 
and that hotel rooms without 
refrigerators, desks or good 
lamps are not good places for a 
child to be in when homework 
has to be done. Then there is 
the concern about unreported 
or underreported crime and 
the quality of social services 
available for the residents of 
these hotel shelters.

The people of Middle Vil-
lage were so concerned about 
hotel shelters that they voted 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley out of office.

It wasn’t that she was a bad 
legislator or did not care about 
the issue, because I have met 
her at events when she was do-
nating food to the needy.

But her rival, now Council-
man Bob Holden, led demon-
strations and was vocal about 

the issue, so the people noticed 
and voted for him.

It is hoped that Albany will 
evaluate the HSS plan and alle-
viate some of the homelessness 
problem in the next session of 
the legislature by allocating 
more money for the program.

Good and bad news
of the week

The federal government 
has decided to issue new Medi-
care cards without our cur-
rent social security number.

Instead, the new cards 
will have a combination of 11 
numbers and letters. The new 
numbers are supposed to cut 
down on fraud by criminals 
who get your old Social Secu-
rity number.

The new cards are being is-
sued throughout the next year. 
However, scam criminals are 
calling people asking for mon-
ey for the new cards and for 
people’s bank numbers. Hang 
up! The cards are free.

Hevesi wins small victory in fi ght to prevent homelessness
COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Protests against the separation of immigrant families at the 
border were staged all over the country last weekend, in-
cluding one in Bayside on Bell Boulevard. Facebook

Det. Oscar Hernandez — one of the original investigators on the NYPD’s Cold Case Homicide 
Squad — announced his retirement from the 105th Precinct in Queens Village last week.  

Photo by Bruce Adler 

Inspector Mike Morley, one of the highest ranking officers in the Queens North 
command, walks out for the final time after more than 30 years in the NYPD.  

Photo by Bruce Adler 

Mets great Dwight Gooden greets Queens Chamber of 
Commerce President Tom Gretch at Citi Field for the opening 
of the Chamber’s Business Expo, one of the chamber’s biggest 
events of the year. Photo by Nat Valentine 

A photo walk through Flushing Meadows Corona Park sponsored by the very popular Instagram site, Queenscapes, starts at 
the Unisphere with founder Steve Vazquez (c., in blue) and guests showing off their cameras.  Photo by Michael Shain 

That’s a pastrami to go, forever.  Jay Parker, owner of Ben’s Best Deli on Queens Boulevard, takes one of the last orders at 
the Rego Park kosher restaurant, which is closing after two generations.  Photo by Steve Alvarez
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“The Real Story with 
María Elena Salinas: 
Deadly Brotherhood,” 
focuses on the death 
of Oakland Gardens 
student Michael Deng 
and airs Monday, July 9.

Courtesy of Investigation Discovery

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

As you read this story, per-
haps you should ponder this 
question: Why did they do it?

He was a Queens teen with 
big dreams that would never 
come true. As a bright fresh-
man attending Baruch College 
in Manhattan, Michael Deng 
had a promising future. Sadly, 
his desire to become a frat 
brother would forever alter the 
course of his young life. 

Things went horribly awry 
after Pi Delta Psi fraternity 
brothers from the college 
blindfolded Deng during what 
turned out to be a brutal hazing 
ritual. Tragically, Deng died in 
December 2013 due to a trau-
matic brain injury — and other 
injuries — inflicted during a 

bizarre pledging ritual known 
as the ‘glass ceiling.’ While car-
rying a 30-pound backpack, the 
unsuspecting victim was tack-
led and intentionally slammed 
to the ground until he was un-
conscious. 

Deng never got up and med-
ics declared him brain dead. 

Fraternity members at Pi 
Delta Psi — which had identi-
fied itself as “an Asian-Amer-
ican Cultural Fraternity” 
founded in 1994, with a mission 
“to spread Asian-American 
Cultural awareness” — tried to 
cover up their senseless crime, 
but later admitted that they 
did physically abuse the poor 
19-year-old. 

As the disturbing story 
started to unravel, it was hard 
to believe those involved in the 

crime waited an entire hour 
before calling police for help, 
while the helpless young man 
lay dying in their rented house 
in Pennsylvania’s Pocono 
Mountains, 100 or so miles 
from the college and a world 
away from his family.  

Deng was the last of several 
pledges to be hazed that terrible 
weekend.

The sadistic hazing prank 
made national headlines over 
the years, and back in Janu-
ary four of Deng’s frat broth-
ers (and the fraternity itself) 
had received sentencing. They 
finally got the justice they de-
served after the four long years 
it took detectives to investigate 
Deng’s tragic death. Michael Deng’s hazing death

to be featured in ‘Real Story’episode Continued on Page 40
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

BY MERLE EXIT

Gelato, a treat that 
was invented by Italians, 
has become a trendy des-
sert in the United States.

Gidon Pesso is the 
owner of Pesso’s Ices and 
Ice Cream, which offers 
100 different flavors of a 
combination of ices, ice 
cream and gelato in Bay-
side. All of the desserts 
the shop offers are made 
on the premises. A sign 
inside said that there 
were 79 flavors offered 
the day I went to take a 
taste.  

Pesso politely greeted 
me when I went inside. I 
asked how many flavors 
I would be allowed to 
taste and was told that I 
could taste them all if I 
wanted to.

A young woman, Ga-
briella, assisted me. I 
told her that I was plan-
ning on having a party 
and wanted to taste 
many flavors, purchase 
cups for myself and my 
friend to eat right there 
and then purchase two 
pints to bring home. She 

was eager to assist me.    
I went from sweet, 

water-based ices to gela-
to and then to ice cream 
since the fat content 
goes in that direction. 
I chose to compare the 
black cherry and cherry 
flavors. I found the black 
cherry a stronger taste 
because of the cherries 
in it, though it wasn’t 
quite as sweet.

I continued with 
fruit flavors of water-
melon, mango and or-
ange creamsicle, which 
was true to its flavor. I 
was then interested to 
contrasting chocolate 
ices, chocolate gelato 
and chocolate ice cream, 
finding that the choco-
late ices had the deepest 
chocolate flavor.  

Chatting with Gabri-
ella, I learned that she 
was born in Italy, around 
the Naples area. She has 
been working at Pesso’s 
for about a year and was 
able to answer any ques-
tions pertaining to the 
contents of the flavors, 
as many of them — such 
as a mint chip brownie, 

heavenly chocolate and 
cannoli, with cannoli 
cream and pieces of can-
noli shell — seemed very 
complex on paper.  

Being a chocoholic, 
my taste buds went bon-
kers for chocolate, hazel-
nut, chocolate hazelnut 

and stracciatella gelatos. 
Stracciatella is a basic 
gelato non-flavor with 
chocolate chunks added 
to it. The hazelnut was 
excellent — it did not 
contain pieces of hazel-
nut, as I prefer the flavor 
of these frozen desserts 

without nuts.  
In the ice cream cat-

egory, I tasted the mint 
chip and coffee flavors, 
along with the heavenly 
chocolate, chocolate, and 
mint chip brownie. The 
coffee tasted like real cof-
fee was used as opposed to 

a coffee flavoring, which 
I tend to find tastes more 
like maple walnut. 

If the flavors alone 
are not enough to satisfy 
your cravings, there are 
tasty toppings offered 
as well, including can-
dy, cookies, syrup and 
whipped cream. Other 
options on the menu in-
clude milkshakes, floats, 
sundaes and smoothies.

It should be noted 
that the prices on their 
website are less than 
the prices offered at the 
store. A pint of gelato, for 
instance, is advertised 
online for $7, whereas the 
price in the store is $12. 

Family owned since 
2004, Pesso’s — located at 
203-20 35th Ave., just a few 
blocks off the Clearview 
Expressway — has out-
door seating, with tables 
and chairs. Inside, you 
can rest yourself at a 
counter of stools or one 
table with two chairs.

Pesso’s is open every 
day — except some holi-
days — from 12 p.m. to 
10 p.m. regardless of the 
season.

Pesso’s offers frozen treats with unique fl avors

Pesso's Ices and Ice Cream offers both indoor and outdoor seating for patrons to enjoy 
their frozen treats. Photo by Merle Exit
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Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck464646464666 1-1-111119999 9 9 9 9 MaMaMaMaMaMaarararararararaaththththththt onononononono PPP PPPPkwkwkwkwkwkwkwwyy.y.y.y.y.y.yyyyyy ,,, , , ,,,,, LiLiLiiittttttttttttttttlelelelelelele NNN N N NNecececececkkkkkk
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

No substitutions  
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$895

10% OFF
DINNER

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

Sister Act — Enjoy this popular musical 
based on the hit movie. Presented by Plaza 
Theatrical Productions
When: Thursday, July 12, from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Period — In “Period,” Chris Schlichting’s 

prolifi c, obsessive movement generation 
dispenses with preciousness and patterns to 
hammer out a Rosetta Stone to leave behind 
for the next, better world.
When: Thursday, July 19, at 8 p.m.; Friday, 
July 20, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, July 21, at 8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Jumanji: Welcome to the 
Jungle — Four teenagers 
are sucked into a jungle-
themed video game.
When: Friday, July 6, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Broad Channel Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Moana — Inexplicably 
drawn to the ocean, Moana 
convinces the mighty 
demigod Maui to join her 
mission, and he reluctantly 
helps her become a 
wayfi nder like her ancestors 
who sailed before her. 
Together, they voyage 
across the open ocean, 
encountering enormous 

monsters and impossible 
odds, and along the way, 
Moana fulfi lls her quest 
and discovers the one thing 
she’s always sought: her 
own identity.
When: Saturday, July 7, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Springfi eld Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
The King and I — The 
clash of temperaments 
between governess Anna 
and the King culminates 
with “Shall We Dance,” one 
of the screen’s most joyous 
musical moments.
When: Sunday, July 8, from 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 42
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 6-12, 2018

By Pete Canty

B-Plus
Across
1. Jeweler’s weight
6. Nose-in-the-air 
type
10. Alert
14. Previously, 
formerly
15. Bring on board
16. Rink shape
17. Hesitation in 
finding the answer, 
perhaps
19. Underground 
party
20. Muscat resident
21. Built more?
23. Ideal suffix
25. Signs up
26. Passed away
31. Rapper Mos 
_____
32. Rip-off
33. Corn unit
34. Subsided
38. Islamic sect
39. Dumps
42. Friend in war
43. Car payments?
45. Website help, 
briefly
46. Ploy
47. Fall behind
49. Board of 
_____
51. Put the horses 
away
55. Welcome 
wreath
56. _____ State 
(Maine)
58. Come together

62. Pond organism
63. Deflect a bull’s 
charge, perhaps
66. Forest dweller
67. “Pay _____ 
mind”
68. Pass over
69. Messes up
70. Follows long 
and dead
71. Crowded

Down
1. Popular NYC 
vehicle
2. 60’s hairdo
3. Wander
4. Soprano’s song, 
maybe
5. Net game
6. That girl
7. Guitarist Lofgren

8. Use a soapbox
9. Above partner
10. Homer’s son’s 
output, perhaps
11. Benefit
12. Tangle
13. Reds and 
Cards, e.g.
18. Drying rack items
22. Canadian tribe
24. Butcher’s stock
26. [Hey you!]
27. Canyon effect
28. Pool table part
29. “Chicago is my 
only
football team?”
30. Float with the 
current
35. Depressed
36. “If all _____ 
fails...”

37. Salon supplies
40. _____ of 
Sandwich
41. Mouse sound
44. Ice melter
48. Caged pet
50. Exhaled 
expressively
51. Diamond 
alternative
52. Mosaic artist
53. Rage
54. United 
competitor
57. Ages
59. Stage part
60. The Emerald 
Isle
61. Heads and tails
64. Hotel room 
addition
65. Observe
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“Deadly Brotherhood”

When police arrived 
at the house where the 
incident occurred, 22 
young men emerged from 
the basement. Deng’s 
condition worsens as 
the day wears on, while 
the men spew lies and 
spin partial truths when 
questioned. 

Will investigators 
ever unveil the tight web 
of secrecy, to get to the 
bottom of what exactly 
happened to Deng?

If true crime buffs 
would like to find out, 
they should watch the 
upcoming episode of 
“The Real Story with 
María Elena Salinas: 
Deadly Brotherhood,” 
which airs Monday, 
July 9, from 10 p.m. to 
11 p.m. on Investigation 
Discovery.

The Emmy and Pea-
body Award-winning 
journalist sits down for 
exclusive interviews 
with the Poconos Moun-
tain Police Department 
detectives and Assistant 
District Attorney Kim 

Metzger, who led the 
years-long investiga-
tion that ultimately un-
earthed the fraternity’s 
cover-up. 

As she does in every 
compelling episode, Sali-
nas peels back the many 
layers of yet another puz-
zling homicide case, like 
this one, which viewers 
can help solve along with 
detectives. 

“This story was im-
pactful for me personally 
because I have college-
age daughters and under-
stand the pressures that 
young people feel to fit 
in. Unfortunately for Mi-
chael Deng, that desire to 
be accepted turned dead-
ly,” said Salinas . “Hazing 
is wrong, but it’s nothing 
new. What is new is that 
finally the fraternity 
brothers were held ac-
countable. Let’s hope 
this first ever conviction 
of a fraternity will fend 
off future tragedies.”

In Deng’s murder 
case, both the verdict and 
sentencing have been 
described as “ground-
breaking,” according to 
one expert.

Pi Delta Psi was found 
guilty “on a felony count 
of involuntary man-

slaughter and assault, 
among other charges, 
though it was acquit-
ted of the more serious 
charges of third-degree 
murder and voluntary 
manslaughter,” accord-
ing to a January 2018 
CNN report on the case. 
“The national fraternity 
was ordered to pay a 
$112,500 fine for the 2013 
hazing death of pledge 
Chun ‘Michael’ Deng.” 

Five men were ar-
raigned on murder 
charges, while four in-
dividuals were also sen-
tenced after pleading 
guilty this past Novem-
ber, “to felony charges of 
voluntary manslaughter 
and hindering appre-
hension in Deng’s death, 
which was determined to 
be the result of a hazing 
ritual.”

During the trial, 
surprise witness Dan-
iel Li, who faced third-
degree murder charges 
along with those four 
frat brothers from Ba-
ruch, revealed that the 
fraternity’s national 
office “knew very well” 
hazing was going on. 
He said it also encour-
aged pledges to lie to 
police, according to a 

Continued from Page 37 

True Crime 2015 DailyMail story.
“His back hit the 

ground. He did not get up. 
He was making slight, 
groaning sounds,” said Li, 
who witnessed Deng’s hor-
rific final hazing moments.

Also, the article in-
dicated that “College 
officials denied know-
ing that the event was 
taking place, and sub-
sequently banned the 
fraternity from its cam-
pus.”

In addition to Li, 
Charles Lai, Kenny 
Kwan, Raymond Lam, 
and Sheldon Wong 

— all from Queens 
— had faced third-de-
gree murder charges 
in Deng’s death. The 
piece also noted that 
“some of those charged 
were accused of hin-
dering apprehension, 
hazing and criminal 
conspiracy.”

Surprisingly, those 
previously charged in-
clude Andy Meng, the 
then-head of Pi Delta Psi 
nationwide and brother 
of U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing). 

Salinas familiar-
izes viewers with the 

backstory of each case, 
and as its intriguing 
highlights begin to 
unfold, she introduces 
herself and says, “For 
over three decades as 
an investigative jour-
nalist, I’ve dedicated 
my career to search for 
the truth – uncovering 
corruption, denouncing 
injustice and digging 
deep for evidence, so 
that I can tell you... the 
real story.”

Then, the story be-
gins. And you’ll surely 
feel as if you’re part of the 
riveting investigation.
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
July 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Athens Square
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Despicable Me 3 — 
“Despicable Me 3” continues 
the adventures of Gru, Lucy, 
their adorable daughters 
— Margo, Edith and Agnes — 
and the Minions.
When: Thursday, July 12, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

EVENTS

Dance Away the Night 
with the City Stompers 
— NYC Parks and the City 
Stompers invite you to get 
on your feet and move to 
the sounds of live American 
fi ddle music. Swing your 
corner and do-si-do, join 
hands for a Virginia Reel 
and step right up and holler 
“yeehoo.”
When: Friday, July 6, from 7 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free

Wetland Restoration — 
Join NYC Parks Stewardship 
to restore wetlands in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. Volunteers will learn 
how to safely remove 
invasive phragmites plants 
in order to help create 
a healthier ecosystem. 
Volunteers should dress 
in clothes that can get 
dirty and close-toed shoes. 
They are also encouraged 
to bring their own water 
bottles. Volunteers under 
18 must be accompanied 
by a chaperone. Register 
at  www1.nyc.gov/reg/
stewardship/5486 .
When: Saturday, July 7, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Parking lot between 
Meadow Lake Trail and 
Meadow Lake Drive
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 392-5232

Plover Day Festival— Join 
us to celebrate nesting 
shorebirds!. Discover one of 
New York City’s endangered 
species, the piping plover, 
and ways you can help 
protect it by sharing the 
beach.  Enjoy educational 
activities and crafts at this 
family friendly event that 
raises awareness about this 
amazing shorebird.
When: Saturday, July 7, 

from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Beach 86th Street 
and Shorefront Parkway
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-1447

Hands On History: Become 
an American Revolution 
Spy — Start your career in 
espionage at King Manor 
and come learn about the 
Culper Spy Ring, which 
operated here on Long 
Island during the American 
Revolution. Discover all 
the daring ways the fi rst 
American spies kept their 
secrets and send a secret 
message by making your 

own Caesar cipher.
When: Saturday, July 7, 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: King Manor Museum
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545

Omar’s Summer Block 
Party — A party hosted 
by Omar Olusion, come 
celebrate the holiday 
weekend with live DJ music, 
dance contests, fun games, 
and magic shows. Omar’s 
unique mix of creativity, 
passion, amusement, and 
magic will keep guests of 
all ages on their feet and 
entertained.

When: Saturday, July 7,, from 
2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676

Amazing Michaels 
Juggling Show — Michael 
Karas presents a world-
class juggling show 
full of jaw-dropping 
stunts, exciting audience 
participation, and hilarious 
physical comedy. From balls, 
clubs, and rings to puppets, 
knives, and spinning plates, 
Michael will dazzle you 
with his incredible array of 
circus talents. 
When: Sunday, July 8, at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676

Queensboro Dance 
Festival — Join us for 
the Queensboro Dance 
Festival, an annual 6-month 
tour of performances 
and community dance 
activities featuring dance 
companies all from Queens. 
For the full Queens tour 
schedule, visit  www.
queensborodancefestival.
com .
When: Wednesday, July 11, 
from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: Unisphere

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Watercolors on the 
Waterfront — Unleash your 
inner artist this summer and 
join us for Watercolors on 
the Water. Enjoy stunning 
sunset views while painting 
the famous NYC skyline or 
whatever else your heart 
desires. Donna Levinstone, 
an LIC based artist, will be 
on hand to provide tips and 
help you create your own 
masterpiece. All supplies are 
included!
When: Wednesday, July 11, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Hunter’s Point South 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: casey@
hunterspointparks.org

Disco Dancin’ Machine 
— Central Astoria LDC is 
proud to kick off the 2018 
Waterfront Concert Series 
by bringing you back to the 
disco days of yesterday, with 
a sure to get you moving 
performance by “Dancin’ 
Machine!” The concert is 
open to the public and no 
RSVP or tickets are required.
When: Thursday, July 12, 
from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820

Continued from Page 39 

Arts

When the sun goes down, the curtain goes up on one of 
Broadway's best-loved musicials, "The King and I," in an 
outdoor screening at Athens Square Park in Astoria.
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 
Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE

GEORGIA DINER
80-26 QUEENS BLVD, ELMHURST, NY 11373 

718.426.2229  FREE PARKING ON SITE

M A G N A
I T A L I A N  R I S T O R A N T E

35-25 FARRINGTON ST  718.445.3352  6:30AM–10:00PM
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER  CLOSED MONDAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 
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Jimmy Heath, Metropolitan Opera stars dazzle 
with performances across the borough

(Pictured clokwise) A legend of jazz, Jimmy Heath, 
goes over last-minute preparations backstage 
at Flushing Town Hall for his annual Queens Jazz 
Orchestra concert. After honoring greats like Sonny 
Rollins and Dizzy Gillespie in years past, this year is 
a showcase for Heath’s work. The Metropolitan Opera 
sends out its rising stars each summer for a series 
of free concerts. Gabriella Reyes de Ramírez and 
Gerard Schneider perform in Socrates Park in Astoria. 
Saxophonist Antonio Hart, who serves as the band’s 
unofficial concertmaster, warms up in front of a dress-
ing room mirror. A curtain call — without a curtain — for 
(l. to r.) accompaniest Dan Saunders, Reyes de Ramírez, 
Schneider, and Adrian Timpau. The annual opera recital 
— a picnic in High C that drew more than 2,000 fans — 
is one of the biggest events of the year. 

Photos by Bruce Adler and Michael Shain
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herself to understand how 
her mother felt. In 2011, she 
started the process of gath-
ering the poems and reach-
ing out to publishers and 
organizations. 

Throughout the process, 
she participated in poetry 
readings of her mother’s 
work at the Queens Botani-
cal Garden and connected 
with the non-profit organi-
zation Arts For All, which 
offers artistic opportuni-
ties to city public school 
students. 

Losak said her mother’s 
selection of “word picture” 
Haiku has been used at 
schools in the Bronx and 
Long Island City to teach 
art, painting, drawing, col-
lage and music in second-
grade classrooms. After 
a couple of setbacks and 

receiving rejections from 
publishers for her mother’s 
book, Losak signed a con-
tract with an independent 
children’s book company, 
Penny Candy, in October 
2016. 

“‘H is For Haiku’ is my 
gift to my mother,” said 
Losak. “But more impor-
tantly, I want this book to 
be a delight for young read-
ers and the adults in their 
lives.”

Losak will be doing a 
poetry event at Kew and 
Willow Books located at 81-
63 Lefferts Blvd, Kew Gar-
dens, July 7 at 2 p.m. She 
hopes to conduct readings 
at several Queens libraries, 
such as the central branch 
in Jamaica and the Briar-
wood branch. 

 
 Reach reporter Carlotta 

Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

the chairman of the Commit-
tee on Social Services. 

In the first case, Oxford 
Realty was sued because land-
lords allegedly told potential 
tenants over the phone that 

they could not use housing 
vouchers at their Seaview Es-
tates rental apartment com-
plex at 201 Hamilton Ave. in 
Staten Island. 

In the second case, Atlas 
Realty was sued because it al-
legedly posted advertisements 
on real estate websites apart-
mentfinder.com, hotpads.com 

and apartments.com for apart-
ment buildings at 1564 Taylor 
Ave. and 2520 Olinville Ave. 
in the Bronx that allegedly 
discriminated against those 
using vouchers. 

The phrases in the posts 
included “not accepting any 
voucers” and “no vouchers 
are being accepted for this 

apartment.”
“To any landlord that re-

fuses to rent to New Yorkers 
receiving public assistance 
to pay their rent: consider 
yourselves officially on no-
tice,” said DSS Commissioner 
Steven Banks. “Our city will 
fight hard against this ille-
gal, discriminatory behavior, 

and with the Department of 
Social Services’ Source of In-
come Discrimination Unit we 
are prepared to intervene and 
prosecute.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

ed and unprincipled federal ad-
ministration,” the Fred Wilson 
Democratic Club said.  “Tish 
James is the only person up to 
the task of being the people’s 
lawyer, New York’s attorney 
general. We are proud to sup-
port her candidacy,” .

The Fred Wilson Demo-
cratic Club, located in southeast 
Queens, is an official branch of 
the Queens County Democratic 
Party and is run by District 
Leader Anthony Andrews.

“Throughout her entire 
career, Public Advocate Tish 
James has always fought for 
the rights of New Yorkers. With 
continued constitutional at-
tacks from Donald Trump, we 
need a fearless attorney general 
defending our rights every day. 
Tish James is that fearless lead-
er and we are proud to endorse 
her as the next attorney general 

for New York,” the United for 
Progress Democratic Club state-
ment said.

United for Progress Demo-
cratic Club exists in the 33rd 
Assembly District, centered 
around St. Albans. It is led by 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica).

“Public Advocate Tish James 
is a fearless fighter who has 
brought experience, passion, 
and integrity to every position 
she has ever held. As our next 
attorney general, she will never 
back down to forces from New 
York to Washington who try to 
deny our rights. Tish James is 
the best candidate to serve as 
our next attorney general and 
defend all New Yorkers,” said 
District Leader Carol Gresser of 
the Jefferson Democratic Club, 
which covers northeast Queens 
in the district currently held by 
Assemblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside).

“Public Advocate Tish 
James has dedicated her career 
to standing up for our most vul-

nerable communities. Whether 
it’s foster care children, individ-
uals with disabilities, or home-
less families -- Tish has gone to 
the mat for every and any New 
Yorker in need. There is no per-
son better suited to be our next 
attorney general,” the Guy R. 
Brewer United Democratic Club 
said in a statement.

Although there are ques-
tions as to how legal it is for 
James’ Democratic challenger, 
Maloney, to run for two offices 
at once, he has over $3 million in 
his congressional campaign ac-
count. Maloney and his lawyer 
are confident his run for state 
office is legitimate, according to 
the New York Times, due to the 
fact the state and federal prima-
ries were on different days, with 
the congressional primary hav-
ing passed June 26.

Zephyr Teachout, a Fordham 
University law professor, and 
Leecia Eve, a former adviser for 
Hillary Clinton, are also in the 
running Democratic primary 
for AG.

Continued from Page 4 
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Haiku

pledging that if the break-
away Dems dissolved their 
committee, they would not 
face primary challenges.

 Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) was part of the 
IDC, but Johnson ignored 
his Democratic rival, John 
Duane.

Peralta, however, faces a 
challenge despite this.

Ramos said during the 
June 28 endorsement she 
hoped to tackle an issue she 
claims has been ignored 
by the incumbent: rent re-
form.

“I am most excited to get 
to work with [Johnson]  and 
the City Council on rent re-
form because the speaker 
has championed this issue 
for a very long time. Hun-
dreds of people in my dis-
trict are hurting because 
of MCI fees, because of 
landlords taking advantage 
of loopholes, and because 
of evictions. It is no secret 
that Albany has stood in 
the way of real progressive 

reform that we need here in 
New York City — time and 
time again,” Ramos said.

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), a supporter of 
Crowley, tried to warn the 
party boss of the lurking 
threat posed by Ocasio-
Cortez.

 “They didn’t know how 
to use social media and 
they didn’t understand the 
depth of anger at the Trump 
administration,” Dromm 
told the New York Post. 
“Don’t forget, it’s a heavily 
immigrant community and 
Trump is targeting immi-
grants.”

But we may not have 
seen the last days of Crow-
ley’s political power in 
Queens.

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) told the 
New York Post he was con-
fident Crowley would be re-
elected as Queens County 
Democratic Party chair 
come September.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 4 
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landlords and real estate in-
terests out of around $157,000 
in his campaign account as of 
January.

The remaining approximate-
ly 85 percent was from unions 
and members of the community, 
the spokesman said.

“Campaign donations have 
no influence on Sen. Peralta’s 
legislative agenda,” the spokes-
man for Peralta said. “Sen. Per-
alta has been a staunch advo-
cate for tenants in the Senate, 
fighting for rent reform and 
legislation that would prohibit 
increases in preferential rent 
upon the renewal of a lease, 
eliminate the vacancy bonus, 
and fight back against MCI. 
Over the years he has also se-
cured funding for community 
organizations to provide free 
one-on-one legal assistance 
to tenants and educational 
workshops in the community. 
Instead of attacking someone 
with a history of tenant advo-
cacy, Ms. Ramos should be ex-
plaining her absence from this 

fight before she decided to run 
for office.”

In April, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and leading members 
of the IDC announced plans 
to bring the mainline party 
back together in an effort to 
create a unified front against 
the Trump administration and 
push forward the mutual de-
sire to win back the majority 
in the Senate once and for all.

The IDC, which included 
Peralta and Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) from Queens, was 
formed in 2011 with the inten-
tion of passing progressive leg-
islation in the face of the con-
servative Republican majority 
in Albany.

“I’ve lived in this building 
for 25 years. Just in the last 
week, three apartments have 
been vacated by tenants who 
can longer afford the rent. Two 
of them are not only leaving 
the building and the neigh-
borhood—they are leaving the 
state. Rent is the biggest issue 
that affects the diversity of 
New York—it is the issue that 
brings us together,” Mitchell 
Smith, resident of the Westle-
igh building, said. “Senator 
Peralta was at a forum a few 

weeks ago and demurred— 
‘Well, were out of session until 
January anyway. What are we 
supposed to do in the mean-
time?’ But none of them had 
actually done anything about 
this problem year after year 
when they were in session. 
Thank you, Jessica Ramos, for 
putting this building—and the 
disgraceful things happening 
in this building—at the center 
of your campaign.”

According to a spokeswom-
an from the Ramos campaign, 
the rent at the Westleigh build-
ing has jumped between $40 to 
$80 per room in units depend-
ing on major capital improve-
ments by the landlord, which 
can increase the cost of living 
even for rent-controlled ten-
ants indefinitely.

The state approves MCI 
rent increases and tenants can 
challenge these applications 
on specific grounds.

The perception that the IDC 
caucused with the Republicans 
had been a talking point of 
their opponents for an extend-
ed period of time, and a not 
completely accurate one, ac-
cording to Peralta at the time 
of the reunification.

Continued from Page 4 
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Sports Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

The Mets have finally es-
caped June and can shape the 
future of the organization in 
July.

The club’s nightmare of a 
season reached a new low in 
June, when New York played 
to a 5-21 record and plummet-
ed to 33-47 on the season. In 
fact, their June was technical-
ly worse than that of the infa-
mous 1962 Mets, who went 8-23 
in June en route to a 40-120 fin-
ish. But things can change in 
the coming month.

The Mets should be open 
for business when it comes 
to the trade market and can 

replenish their organization 
with blue chip prospects, 
while also ridding themselves 
of some unnecessary salary. 
This is their chance to right 
the ship and become a healthy 
organization. 

There is no doubt the club 
has pressure to win. We’re in 
New York, after all, and there 
are certain expectations that 
come with playing in such a 
big market with a rabid fan 
base. But Mets fans are smart, 
and they recognize when it’s 
time to make changes. 

Ahead of the 2017 season, 

Noah Syndergaard could bring a big return of blue chip prospects 
that would replenish the Mets’ organizational depth.  AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

Former Kentucky guard 
Hamidou Diallo, a Corona 
native who starred for John 
Bowne High School, had a 
whirlwind of a night during 
the 2018 NBA Draft.

Diallo was selected by 
the Brooklyn Nets with the 
45th pick, only to be shipped 
to Oklahoma City in a draft 
night trade with the Thun-
der. The deal was not official 
until the official start of the 
league’s season on Friday.

Diallo had originally 

considered declaring for the 
2017 draft before backing out 
at the last moment.

“The biggest thing for me 
was I learned how to play 
through adversity,” Diallo 
said at the NBA combine in 
May. “Adversity hit, and I 
learned what type of person 
I am. So I learned how to 
fight myself and how to fight 
adversity. That’s just going 
to make me a better player, 
which it already has.”

After opting out of the 
2017 draft, Diallo focused 
all his energy on improving 

his game at Kentucky under 
head coach John Calipari.

“Playing in the NBA has 
always been the ultimate 
goal for me,” Diallo posted. 
“It’s part of what makes Ken-
tucky so special that it pre-
pares you for the next level 
better than anywhere else.”

Diallo, a 6-foot-5 shooting 
guard, had an up-and-down 
season for Kentucky, shoot-
ing 33.8 percent from 3-point 
range and converting just 
61.6 percent of his free-throw 
attempts. He spent much of 

Hamidou Diallo celebrates his slam dunk during Kentucky’s victory over Buffalo in the second round of the 
NCAA Tournament in March.  AP

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

Mets can change future 
with smart July trades

Diallo heading to NBA
Corona native drafted by Nets, traded to Thunder

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

the spring semester stuck 
in a deep slump that saw 
him fail to reach double 
digits in points in 13 of Ken-
tucky’s final 16 games.

But it wasn’t all bad. He 
showed a few glimpses of his 
potential down the stretch, 
including a 22-point perfor-
mance on 9-of-12 shooting 
while playing stellar de-
fense in an NCAA Tourna-
ment win over Buffalo.

In his high school days, 
Diallo helped lead the 2016 
USA Basketball Men’s U18 
National Team to a gold 
medal at the 2016 Interna-
tional Basketball Federa-
tion Americas U18 Champi-

onship in Valdivia, Chile.
He scored 14 points in 

the final game of the tour-
nament, a 99-84 win over 
Canada, as Team USA fin-
ished with a perfect 5-0 on 
the court against world-
class competition.

Diallo was the fourth 
Kentucky player selected 
in the June 21 draft, join-
ing Kevin Knox (No. 9), 
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
(No. 12) and Jarred Van-
derbilt (No. 41). Three of 
those four picks were in-
cluded in Thursday trades, 
with only Knox remaining 
on the team that originally 
drafted him.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at 
zgewelb@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4539.

there was talk that the Mets 
had taken over as New York’s 
premier team. They were com-
ing off back-to-back postseason 
appearances and had a promis-
ing young core, while the Yan-
kees were stuck in mediocrity. 
Then 2017 happened.

The Yankees’ patience with 
their youth movement was 
rewarded, with players like 
Aaron Judge, Gary Sanchez 
and Luis Severino emerging as 
legitimate stars. The Yankees 
further added to their impres-
sive young core with emerging 
infielders Miguel Andujar and 
Gleyber Torres, with players 
like Clint Frazier and Brandon 
Drury — both trade acquisi-
tions — waiting in the wings. 

The Mets should take a page 
from the Yankees’ playbook 
and start their own youth move-
ment. The problem is that the 
Amazins don’t have the same 
kind of talent waiting down on 
the farm. They need to go out 
and acquire some top-notch 
prospects.

Trading Jay Bruce or Todd 
Frazier or Asdrubal Cabrera 
alone won’t move the needle 
too much. But trading all three 

will help give the organization 
some quality depth, which will 
come in handy, given how fre-
quently Mets players visit the 
disabled list.

Trading away their estab-
lished veterans will bring back 
some quality prospects, while 
moving pieces like Jacob de-
Grom, Noah Syndergaard and 
Yoenis Cespedes will bring 
some difference-making talent 
to the organization, potentially 
players with talent similar to 
Torres and Frazier — who the 
Yankees acquired from the 
Cubs and Indians for veterans 
Aroldis Chapman and Andrew 
Miller, respectively. 

The Mets should keep one 

of deGrom and Syndergaard 
— my preference is deGrom 
— and ship the other out for a 
treasure trove of blue chip pros-
pects. Syndergaard could fetch 
three or four solid pieces from 
contending teams such as the 
Houston Astros or Los Ange-
les Dodgers. Even the Yankees 
would be interested, though 
there are greater odds that I 
throw a pitch for the Mets than 
the crosstown rivals complet-
ing a trade of this magnitude.  

The bottom line here is that 
the Mets can change the fu-
ture of their organization with 
dominant July. Not in terms 
of wins or losses that would 
impact this season, but regard-
ing the trade market. The Mets 
can be the premier seller this 
month, offering their veteran 
pieces and young — but risky 
— starting pitchers, in ex-
change for a boatload of pros-
pects that can replenish the 
organization’s depth.

It’s time to look toward 
the future. The Mets have all 
the necessary chips to build a 
brighter tomorrow. They just 
need to be wise enough to take 
the first step.

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539.

Continued from Page 47 

Mets

Todd Frazier signed a two-year 
deal with the Mets before the 
season, but could find himself 
on the move before the trade 
deadline passes. AP

Continued from Page 47 

Diallo
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Blasio continues to exhibit 
bold leadership for the safe-
ty of New Yorkers by em-
powering the Department of 
Transportation to complete 
this project.”

White invoked the words 
of de Blasio in praise of the 
mayor’s leadership on traf-
fic safety in a quote from a 
recent radio appearance.

“I’ve shown this many 
a time on Vision Zero,” de 

Blasio said, referring to 
Queens Boulevard on “The 
Brian Lehrer Show” June 
15. “We’re not going to give 
into some loud voices who 
want to keep a status quo in 
place that actually endan-
gers people’s lives.”

MacCartney Morris, 
chair of TransAlt’s Queens 
committee, cited the death 
of Reyes when he claimed 
it defied all expectations of 
Van Bramer to backpedal on 
the safety improvements.

“Instead of continuing 
to stand alongside that cy-

clist’s widow, he chose in-
stead to stand with those 
who put more value on park-
ing spots than on people’s 
lives,” Morris said. Morris 
claimed it is not too late for 
Van Bramer to renew his 
support for the bike lane 
plan, but said if it does not 
happen, he would support 
de Blasio pushing the DOT 
plan through anyhow.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

passionate about.”
Aaron Bell, the adviser 

to the Maspeth High School 
Green Club said Maspeth High 
School was honored to receive 
the Zero Waste Award  this 
year and remains commit-
ted to participatory learning 
through student-led projects 
in sustainability. In addittion 

to the “Team Up to Clean Up” 
award, Maspeth High School 
wwas a citywide runner-up in 
the Materials for the Arts’ “Re-
use Challenge.”

“We are really thrilled to 
work with Sanitation on this 
award campaign and we are 
very grateful that so many 
schools applied. The Queens 
schools are very deserving 
of this award,” said Saleen 
Shah, the director of commu-
nications and public affairs for 
CCNYC. 

their shops before the pilot 
program even wraps up in 
a few months. This all could 
have been prevented if the 
DOT spoke with these people 
before imposing its initiative 
on them.” 

 On June 12 at a hearing 
before the City Council’s Com-
mittee on Transportation, 
the DOT said before the signs 
went up in each Clear Curbs 
pilot, the agency sent street 
ambassadors to visit  busi-
nesses throughout the zones 
and distributed informational 
materials about the pilot. 

Leslie Ramos, executive di-
rector of the 82nd Street Part-
nership in Jackson Heights, 
said the city gave notice of 
the initiative a day before the 
program started, but did not 
reach out to businesses on the 
side streets, which have been 
affected as well. 

Business owners have com-
plained about the lack of cus-
tomers, unavailable parking 
and the possibility of having to 
cose their stores because they 
are unable to pay the rent. 

Jimmy Jaber, owner of 
Home Design Furniture, lo-
cated at 88-03 Roosevelt Ave., 
said “business is not looking 
good” at all. 

“There has been a 50 per-
cent drop in business since the 
regulation was enforced,” said 
Jaber, who started his busi-
ness in January. “Customers 
get upset from tickets on their 
cars, and they go down to oth-
er stores where there is avail-
able parking.” 

Jaber said if he had known 
about the regulation, he would 
not have considered opening a 
store in the area, as he pointed 
to a car across the street that 
was being towed for parking 
by the curb. 

Just a couple of blocks 
down, restaurant owner Doris 
Duenas, of Pollos Mario Co-
lombian Restaurant and Bak-

ery at 86-43 Roosevelt Ave., 
said there was no business 
inside or outside. 

“I will be forced to close my 
business if this continues,” 
Duenas said, as she showed 
her deserted restaurant. “It 
used to be full before the reg-
ulation. Now people cannot 
park when they want to eat in 
or pick up food.” 

Glen Mirchandani, who 
owns Devisions Jewelry, located 
on 82nd Street off of Roosevelt 
Avenue, is suffering the same 
fate as every other business 
owner along the corridor. 

“I have been in this neigh-
borhood for over 30 years, and 
this is the most challenging 
period I have ever faced,” said 
Mirchandani. “This program 
is jeopardizing my work of 
nearly three decades. I have 
clients in the tri-state area 
that have stopped coming 
for lack of parking and steep 
fines.” 

On May 9, Moya, Gjonaj 
and City Council Majority 
Leader Laurie Cumbo (D-Fort 
Greene) announced the Pro-
tect NYC Jobs and Businesses 
Act in response to the Clear 
Curbs Initiative. The measure 
would require city agencies 
to notify affected community 
boards, Business Improve-
ment Districts, and Council 
members of any project that 
significantly disrupts street 
usage. 

“We don’t need six months 
to know that this has been a 
disaster for small businesses 
and should be immediately 
ended,” said Gjonaj, chair of 
the Committee on Small Busi-
ness. “The significance of 
dialogue between government 
and the private sector cannot 
be understated, and The Pro-
tect NYC Jobs and Businesses 
Act ensures that nobody is 
ever caught off guard again.” 

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), who also rep-
resents sections of the Clear 
Curbs- affected stretch, said 
the city agency needs to seri-
ously study the initiative and, 
hopefully shelve the program. 

to comfort one another, Gon-
zalez-Garcia said through 
an interpreter Monday.

“Now there is another 
obstacle: the red tape asso-
ciated with the foster home 
at Cayuga,” Orochena said. 
“We have to meet all their 
requirements and if they 
are not met, they will not re-
lease Yeni’s biological chil-
dren to her.”

Nine drivers volunteered 
to drive Gonzalez-Garcia 
from Arizona to New York, 
since she could not f ly with-
out a government-issued ID 
and the advocates did not 
want to expose her to ICE 
on Greyhound or Amtrak,  
said Julie Schwietert Col-
lazo, who help organized 
Gonzalez-Garcia’s trip to 
New York.

“We have... an agency 
that was created after 9/11 

to combat terrorism not to 
separate women from their 
children at the border of 
this country,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said at the Monday rally. 
“We have a rogue agency un-
der a rogue president, they 
should both be abolished. 
We should abolish ICE im-
mediately and we should 
abolish  Donald Trump at 
the ballot boxes as soon as 
we can.”

Jessica Ramos, who 
is running against state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) in the Democrat-
ic primary, recalled the days 
when her family was new to 
this country from Colombia.

“My mother crossed the 
border by herself when 
she was 24.  My father was 
caught in an immigration 
raid when I was a baby and 
though I can’t remember 
that time, I have heard the 
stories of what a traumatic 
time it was for my mother 

and older sister who does 
remember,” Ramos said. 

Ramos called for ICE to 
be abolished as well as es-
tablishing New York as a 
sanctuary state.

“My family brought me 
[to the U.S.] when I was 6 
months old,” said state As-
semblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria), whose 
family migrated from 
Greece. “America should not 
be tearing babies away from 
their mother’s arms. We 
should be embracing every-
body.  That is what America 
is, that is what our Statue of 
Liberty represents.”

Gonzalez-Garcia went 
with Gianaris Tuesday 
morning to Cayuga Centers, 
where she was able to see 
her children, though they 
have not been released.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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Bike lanes

Long Island City welcomed Yeni Gonzalez-Garcia, who was separated from her children by ICE as they crossed 
the border into Arizona. Photo by Mark Hallum
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