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As the City Planning Com-

mission recommended the ap-
proval of a ULERP application 
on Monday for a partial af-
fordable housing structure in 
Elmhurst to rise higher than 
the zoning allows, activists and 
political hopefuls are planning 
their next move to oppose the 
building they see as a gentrify-
ing force in their community.

Democratic political candi-
dates Catalina Cruz and Jessica 
Ramos stood in front of the trau-
ma center at Elmhurst Hospital 
with staff from 
the facility July 5 
claiming the in-
crease in vehicular 
traffic from more 
residents could 
impede ambulance access to the 
medical institution.

“The safety of our commu-
nity is paramount. I am im-
mensely disappointed in the City 
Planning Commission’s vote to 

allow this proposal to move for-
ward despite the groundswell 
of opposition by the community 
board, local residents, small 
business owners, and medical 
professionals. The EMT union, 
which represents the ambulance 
drivers working at Elmhurst 
Hospital, has publicly stated that 
this development will be an ob-
struction to their ability to save 
lives,” Cruz, who is running for 
the state Assembly seat occu-
pied by Ari Espinal (D-Jackson 
Heights), said.

Sun Equity Partners and 
Heskel Group have been seeking 

a zoning change 
that would allow 
the developers to 
build 13 stories 
instead of 10 on 
an empty lot at 

40-31 82nd St., which would fea-
ture 40 percent affordable hous-
ing units and a Target center.

The proposal has caused a stir 
in the community where many 

MELODIC MELINDA
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BY MARK HALLUM

City and state officials 
condemned the inability of 
lawmakers to renew speed 
camera legislation at schools, 
citing the success of Vision 
Zero measures in reducing 
the casualty rates in a joint 
statement from the mayor’s 
office.

Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
thanks to Vision Zero, traffic 
fatalities were at an all-time 
low for the first six months 
of 2018, with only 81 record-
ed deaths, which could be 
reduced even further with 

speed cameras at schools.
“No loss of life on our 

streets is acceptable,” de Bla-
sio said. “Under Vision Zero, 
we have made enormous 
strides towards safer streets 
for all, with traffic fatalities 
declining for the past  4 1/2 
years. But we will never rest 
on our laurels, and will keep 
fighting for the safety of our 
fellow New Yorkers. The state 
Senate’s failure to act on speed 
cams puts this progress, and 
the lives of schoolchildren, 
at risk. They must act now. 
Lives are at stake.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-

East Elmhurst) was a sponsor of 
the bill to extend the speed cam-
era program that failed to at-
tract enough votes in the recent 
legislative session in Albany.

“Data shows that Vision 
Zero is working,” Peralta 
said. “Although one traffic fa-
tality is one too many, the re-
ality is that in New York City 
there has been a reduction in 
the number of traffic-related 
deaths. But we need to do 
more, and to help ensure that 
this trend continues, we have 
an obligation to students and 
New Yorkers to renew and 

Continued on Page 45

Cruz, Ramos fi ght against 
Elmhurst construction site

Democratic candidate for state Assembly Catalina Cruz (l.), with candidate 
for state Senate Jessica Ramos (r.), says an 82nd Street housing develop-
ment could interfere with ambulance access to Elmhurst Hospital. 

Photo by Mark Hallum
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Over a decade ago, 

Brookville Park was 
thought of as a place where 
a gruesome attack occurred. 
The last decade, however, 
has seen it become a place 
of community pride with 
the help of the volunteer 
park organization Friends 
of Brookville Park, which 
is led by President Kangela 
Moore. 

The park is between the 
neighborhoods of Rosedale 
and Brookville on South 
Conduit Avenue and 149th 
Avenue, between 232nd and 
235th streets. It was the site 
of a notorious rape in 2000, 
but under the leadership of 
Moore and with the care of 
a 40-person-strong volun-
teer group, the 90-acre park 
has been transformed into a 
family-friendly communal 
space, according to Moore.

By linking up with com-
munity partners such as 
Partnerships for Parks, St. 
Mary’s Hospital for Chil-
dren, New York Coalition 
of Transportation Safety, 
NYPD School Safety Divi-
sion, Fire Engine Company 
314 and area officials, it is 
now a place where members 
of the southeast Queens 

community spend their free 
time. 

In March, the volunteer 
group received the Trowel 
Award for its decade-long 
service as the source of 
family engagement and 
community events at the 
fifth-annual “It’s My Park” 
reception, held by Partner-
ships for Parks. 

On July 28, there will be 
arts-and-crafts lessons on 
how to crochet. On Aug. 11, 
between 10 a.m. to 12 p.m, 
there will be an education 
reading session for families 
where the first 20 children 
to arrive will receive a free 
book. In the fall on Oct, 20, 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. it 
will host an It’s My Park 
Day fair, and in the past the 
group used the park clean-
up event to give away 1,000 
car seats and donate hel-
mets and bike locks, while 
providing bike safety semi-
nars. Its inaugural Friends 
Giving event is scheduled 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 
21. Dec. 1 will mark its ninth 
annual tree lighting from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

On June 30, Friends of 
Brookville Park hosted a 
volunteer awards ceremony 
to celebrate the men and 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The city’s Department of 

Environmental Protection, 
environmentalists and elect-
ed officials announced a $400 
million proposal to improve 
the ecological health of Ja-
maica Bay, which has lost ap-
proximately 85 percent of its 
historical wetland coverage 
over the course of the last 150 
years.

“This additional $400 mil-
lion investment into Jamaica 
Bay is yet another step forward 
in making the bay healthier 
for the surrounding communi-
ties and the overall ecological 
health of New York City,” said 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo, Jr. 
(D-Howard Beach), a member 
of the Senate Environmen-
tal Conservation Committee. 
“With this funding, DEP will 
be able to begin expanding 
several green infrastructure 
projects as well as restoring 
many acres of wetlands.”

The proposal was submit-
ted to the Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
and if approved, planning and 
design for the project could be-
gin as soon as 2019, according 
to the DEP.

Under the Clean Water Act 
and the DEC Wetland Permit 
Reviews, the DEP, which is a 
complement of the larger state 
agency, must ensure the pro-
tection of state-regulated wet-
lands and follow their regula-
tions. 

The Jamaica Bay Im-
provement Plan includes re-
storing 50 acres of wetland, 
seven acres of ribbed mussel 
installations, salt marshes 
and environmental dredg-
ing, according to the DEP. 
Once completed, if accepted 
by DEC, it could improve the 
air quality and lower summer 
temperatures with the signifi-
cant number of new trees and 
plants that would be built.

“Few parts of the country 

know how important taking 
care of the Earth is as well as 
we do,” said state Assembly-
woman Stacey Pheffer Amato 
(D-Broad Channel). “Invest-
ing in this ecological jewel 
will not only show off the nat-
ural beauty of our water and 
its ecosystem, but will create 
the next generation of envi-
ronmentalists to preserve and 
protect it.”

Alex Zablocki, executive 
director of the Jamaica Bay-
Rockaway Parks Conservan-
cy, said he was pleased with 
the announcement and hopes 
the plan gets approved. 

“Jamaica Bay is host to 
over 300 species of birds and 
diverse marine life dependent 
upon wetlands, marsh islands 
and upland forest,” Zablocki 
said. “Green infrastructure 
projects will help stabilize 
and restore these precious 
resources supported by the 
Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks 

The city’s Department of Environmental Protection has proposed a $400 million initiative to clean up Jamaica 
Bay.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Time to clean up the bay Summer events on tap 
at Brookville Park

Brookville Park has become a family-friendly community space for 
southeast Queens residents.  Courtesy of Daniel Avila/NYC Parks

Continued on Page 45

DEP proposes $400M plan to improve Jamaica wetland

Continued on Page 45
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DOT bike -sharing program set to hit Rockaways

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
A bike-sharing pilot pro-

gram will kick off on a roll-
ing basis later this July in the 
Rockaways, central Bronx, 
North Shore and Coney Is-
land and each community 
will receive at least 200 bikes, 
some of which will include 
pedal-assist models, accord-
ing to the city’s Department 
of Transportation. 

Among the outer bor-
oughs, the Rockaways is ex-
pected to be the first to have 
bike-sharing service some-
time in mid-July with bikes 
supplied from ride-sharing 
companies Pace and Lime, 
according to the DOT. 

The central Bronx and 
Fordham region are expect-
ed to receive bikes supplied 
from Jump and ofo  shortly 
after the Rockaways are ser-
viced with bikes, followed by 
Northshore, which will get 
bikes from Jump and Lime, 
according to the DOT. Coney 
Island is expected to receive 

bikes much later this year 
from Motivate and a yet-to-
be-named supplier, because 
of construction. 

“Each of the five selected 
companies are leaders in 
this emerging field, and in 
the course of the pilot, we 
will see how they perform 
in diverse New York City 
neighborhoods that have 
never before seen bikes 
hare,” said DOT Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg. 
“We strongly encourage 
New Yorkers to get out this 
month to explore some great 
neighborhoods by bike -- and 
give us feedback on their 
dockless experience.” 

All of the five companies 
participating in the bike 
share movement in the out-
er boroughs have contracts 
pending final approval, but 
have already signed agree-
ments with the DOT that ob-
ligate them to deliver bikes 
to specific pilot communities 
within the city, according to 
the transportation agency. 

Lime will only offer regular 
bikes until July 28. Under a 
rule adopted by the DOT in 
late June, pedal-assist bikes 
will have legal status and 
go into full effect on July 28. 
Lime will then switch to allo-
cating those types of cycles. 

Initially, only a part of 
the Rockaways was going to 
be a part of the bike-sharing 
plans, but after the DOT vis-
ited community boards in the 
region during the consulting 

phase in June, the boundary 
was expanded to include the 
entire peninsula. 

“Allowing residents to 
rent bike shares for low 
prices will provide greater 
access to the Rockaways’ 
amazing beaches and every-
thing the peninsula has to 
offer,” said state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach). 
“As a member of the Senate 
Environmental Conserva-
tion Committee, I believe 

this pilot program is also a 
great way to get some cars 
off the road and help protect 
our environment.”

The price structure for 
the bikes will vary, but gen-
erally bike-sharing compa-
nies across the country allow 
for the cycles to be rented in 
30-minute intervals for $1 to 
$2 via a mobile phone app, ac-
cording to the DOT. 

“Residents in outer-
borough communities are 
starving for transportation 
options and dockless bike 
share can help to fill the 
void,” said Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park). “As a 
vocal advocate for the expan-
sion of public bike sharing, I 
am thrilled DOT is bringing 
affordable and eco-friendly 
bike sharing to geographi-
cally-isolated neighborhoods, 
like the Rockaways.”

 
Reach reporter Naeisha 

Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

The city’s Department of Transportation has launched a pilot program 
for bike sharing in the Rockaways. 

Southeast Queens nabe will be first to receive updated models later this summer
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Bressler gunning
for Braunstein’s seat

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
 
Bay Terrace businessman 

David Bressler is currently 
fine-tuning his campaign to 
run against state Assembly-
man Edward Braunstein (D-
Bayside) for the second time.

Bressler spoke about key 
issues that would be part of 
his campaign last week in a 
sit-down with the TimesLedg-
er Newspapers editorial staff, 
including student safety, pre-
serving the Specialized High 
Schools Admissions Test, leg-
islative term limits, proper 
budgeting and tax reduction.

The Republican challeng-
er wants to improve student 
safety — a top priority of his 
campaign — by deploying 
ex-military members and for-
mer police officers in schools 
to prevent potential threats. 
He also wants to install metal 
detectors in schools and limit 
entry for visitors.

Bressler is a strong advo-
cate of retaining SHSAT, con-
tending that eliminating the 
test for the city’s elite high 
schools would lower educa-
tional   and academic stan-
dards while sending the mes-
sage that test prep and high 
test scores are obsolete.

“I oppose Mayor De Bla-
sio’s proposal to end the 
SHSAT,” Bressler said. “The 
answer is not eliminating 
this test but continuing to re-
ward the students who score 
high on these tests, just like 
baseball players get better 
contracts when they hit more 
home runs, have a higher bat-
ting average, etc.”

He also stressed the im-
portance of expanding tutor-
ing programs and fixing the 
city’s outdated educational 
system by, for example,  drop-
ping rubber rooms for teach-
ers accused of misconduct.

Bressler also believes the 
state’s elected officials should 
be limited to two four-year 
terms, similar to the City 
Council and the mayor’s of-
fice, in an attempt to halt the 
dysfunction in the state Leg-
islature, which he said was 
the most corrupt legislative 
system in the country.

After launching a run 
against Braunstein in 2016, 
Bressler was forced to drop 
out when the signatures on 
his nominating petition were 

challenged. Braunstein was 
elected to the Assembly in 
2010 to replace Ann-Margaret 
Carrozza, who represented 
voters in the 26th District, 
which stretches from College 
Point to Little Neck before 
leaving politics for her pri-
vate law practice.

The regional manager for 
Bimbo Bakeries between 2003 
and June 2018, the nation’s 
largest bakery company, 
Bressler said he would also 
like to improve funding and 
budgeting while reducing 
taxes. He claimed that nearly 
$4 billion in taxpayer funds 
has been wasted — $2 billion 
on NYCHA budgeting and 
$1.8 billion that has been paid 
in Medicaid premiums.

“There needs to be more 
accountability and more 
transparency on spending,” 
Bressler said. “Based on my 
experience, budgeting is my 
field of expertise and I’m 
confident that I will reduce 
taxes and government spend-
ing to help families once I am 
elected.”

The Whitestone native 
said one way to fix the budget 
issues is to implement a new 
system that would require re-
view of receipts and invoices, 
as well as approvals from 
high level management with-
in government agencies.

Bressler’s campaign sup-
port comes from endorsements 
by the Queens County GOP, 
along with the Conservative 
and Reform parties. He has 
said that while he does not ex-
pect any endorsements from 
Democratic elected officials, 
he is “open to working with 
anyone who shares the same 
concepts and wants to build on 
those ideas - whether Democrat 
or Republican. I’m not a Repub-

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
 
John Liu, the former city 

comptroller and city council-
man from Flushing, is pre-
paring for another challenge 
to state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) in a replay of  the 
Democratic primary four 
years ago.

Liu is planning to hold 
Avella accountable for his 
membership in the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference, 
a breakaway group of Demo-
crats who separately cau-
cused from other state Sen-
ate Democrats until April 
when they agreed to rejoin 
the mainstream party.

The IDC was led by Sen.  
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx) and in-
cluded Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), the other 
rebel member from Queens, 
along with six other senators.

“One of my goals is to help 
advance measures that the 
IDC and the Senate Republi-
cans have blocked for years,” 
Liu said in an email, citing 
full funding for public schools 
as well as the Reproductive 
Health Act, which gives wom-
en the right to determine the 
course of a pregnancy.

 Liu’s intention to run 
against Avella surfaced af-
ter political newcomer Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cruz defeated 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) June 26 in 
a stunning Democratic pri-
mary upset that has embold-
ened candidates to challenge 
incumbents.

“In this short amount of 
time, there has already been 
a great deal of support,” Liu 
said. “Whether it is City 
Council  members who came 
out to petition for me or vot-
ers in the district -- they will 
be the reason a real Demo-
crat is elected on Sept. 13.”

Liu was working to ac-
quire a total of 3,000 sig-
natures before Thursday’s 
midnight deadline file for 
the September primary.

According to Liu’s spokes-
man, Liu and his campaign 
have worked overtime to fin-
ish petitioning and meet the 
deadline.

Avella narrowly beat back 
Liu in the 2014 Democratic 
primary with a 4.4 percent 
victory margin, or 568 votes, 

despite the IDC target on his 
back and the win represent-
ed Avella’s independence 
from the mainline party 
since Liu was backed by the 
Queens Democratic Party.

But the loss to Avella also 
represented another defeat 
in a succession of setbacks 
for Liu, who had just come 
out of the 2013 mayoral elec-
tion in fourth place while he 
was still comptroller.

On Sunday City Council 
Speaker Corey Johnson (D-
Manhattan) ignored a peace 
agreement between main-
line Democrats and former 
members of the IDC and of-
fered his support to Liu af-
ter earlier endorsing Jessica 
Ramos, who is the primary 
opponent of Peralta.

“Excited to join the in-
credible grassroots sup-
port for @LiuNewYork and 
#noIDCNY!#TrueBlueLiu,” 
Johnson tweeted.

The conditions of the 
peace agreement worked out 
with Gov. Andrew Cuomo be-
tween the warring Democrats 
were that if IDC officials re-

joined the ranks to help take 
back the majority in the state 
Senate, they would not face 
primary challenges.

Johnson’s decision to 
back IDC opponents, prior to 
Liu’s impromptu challenge, 
illustrates a new political 
landscape in New York state 
in which Crowley’s influ-
ence has waned overnight.

As city comptroller from 
2010 to 2013, Liu claims to 
have saved taxpayers $5 bil-
lion and increased the city’s 
pension asset portfolio to 
$150 billion.

He also issued various pri-
orities for the public includ-
ing affordable housing, edu-
cation beyond high school, 
retirement security and pen-
sion benefits protection.

As comptroller he creat-
ed CheckbookNYC.com, an 
online application that pro-
vides a database for tracking 
government expenditures.

Prior to his comptroller 
position, Liu was a member 
of the City Council for eight 
years, representing Flush-

John Liu is planning his campaign to challenge state Sen. Tony Avella in 
the Sept. 13 Democratic primary.

DAVID BRESSLER

Liu back in the game
Former city comptroller plans to challenge Avella again

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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BY MARK HALLUM

Democrat Cynthia Nixon, 
who is challenging Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, was in Jackson Heights 
Monday for a cross endorsement 
of state Senate candidate Jessica 
Ramos in their bid to move pro-
gressive legislation forward at 
the state level.

During a news conference in 
front of the Queens Library in 
Jackson Heights, the gubernato-
rial candidate challenged Cuo-
mo over the fact the Reproduc-
tive Rights Act has been stalled 
at state level for years, while Ra-
mos continued her salvo against 
incumbent state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) for his 
involvement in the breakaway 
Independent Democratic Com-
mittee.

“Today Donald Trump will 
nominate someone for the [U.S.] 
Supreme Court as his choice, 
someone who will likely over-
turn Roe vs. Wade,” Nixon said.

Nixon said reproductive 
rights are at the top of her agen-
da not only because of the pro-
life administration in the White 
House, but because her mother 
once had an illegal abortion 
prior to Roe vs. Wade.

“It was very hard for her to 
speak about, but she did tell me 

it was illegal and it was awful,” 
Nixon said. “All these decades 
later there is still so much at 
stake for New York women. Our 
reproductive laws are severely 
outdated and provide woefully 
inadequate protections... We 
need updated and stronger laws 
to enshrine abortion and en-

shrine access to contraception.”
Ramos slammed Peralta for 

not doing enough to address the 
needs of his immigrant constit-
uents by through his member-
ship with the IDC, which broke 
away from the mainline of the 
party to negotiate with the GOP 
majority in the State Senate.

“I feel that for a long time 
the failures of both state Sen. 
Jose Peralta and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo have been one and the 
same,” Ramos said. “Our dis-
trict, because it is the most di-
verse in the country, is at the 
crux of so many of the crises that 
are felt all over the country: the 
immigration crisis, the afford-
able housing crisis, the need for 
women’s affordable health care 
and health care for all.”

Ramos said the district she 
is running for does not have 
any hospital beds with the near-
est medical center at Elmhurst 
Hospital in the next district 
over. She advocated for passing 
the DREAM Act to protect the 
undocumented brought here as 
children, single payer health 
care and rent reform.

“During Senator Peralta’s 
time in the Senate he has helped 
pass the strongest paid family 
leave program in the country, 
a $15 minimum wage, immi-
grant legal defense funding, 
and the largest increase in edu-
cation funding in New York’s 
history,” a spokesman from 
Peralta’s campaign said. These 
accomplishments are far from 
failures, and he continues the 
fight for the DREAM Act, the 
Reproductive Health Act, and 

rent reform, a fight his opponent 
only chose to take up when she 
decided to run for office. For Ms. 
Ramos to say that he has in any-
way obstructed these policies is 
dishonest and does a disservice 
to the community.”

Later on Monday, Cuomo 
announced an initiative to 
advance women’s reproduc-
tive rights legislation in the 
state by calling on the Legis-
lature to reconvene and pass 
the Reproductive Rights Act.

“In the face of this federal 
assault, New York is going 
to protect itself because this 
state has always been the pro-
gressive capital of the nation,” 
Cuomo said. “This is the time 
to fight back. This is the time 
to resist. This is the time to 
make your voice heard. This 
is the time where every New 
Yorker has to say, you’re not 
taking women’s right to re-
productive rights away. We’re 
going to protect ourselves 
because this is the state that 
has always stood up for what’s 
right.”

Cuomo also called on the 
state Dept. of Financial Services 
to require insurance providers 
to cover emergency contracep-
tion and 12 months of contracep-
tion without cost-sharing.

Nixon, Ramos support each other in election bids

State Senate candidate Jessica Ramos (l.) and gubernatorial hopeful 
Cynthia Nixon (c.) cross endorse each other in Jackson Heights. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The Working Families Par-

ty and Bronx Congressman 
Jose Serrano endorsed state 
Assemblywoman Ari Espinal 
(D-Jackson Heights) Monday 
in her bid to hold the seat she 
won in a special election less 
than three months ago.

Citing their advocacy for 
the passage of the Dream 
Act at the state level and her 
stance on progressive issues, 
the Working Families Party 
said the 30-year-old Corona 
native will continue to push 
important legislation they ad-
vocate in favor of such as pro-
tecting the rights of workers.  
The Dream Act would protect 
undocumented young people 
brought to this country as 
children.

 “Born and raised in this 
community, Assemblywoman 
Espinal has been an advo-
cate for our working families 

and our progressive values 
throughout her career and 
has worked with us for years 
on the Dream Act. She has 
the drive and commitment to 
continue bringing important 
change in Albany,”  said Juan 
Antigua, New York City po-
litical director of the Working 
Families Party.

Espinal won as the only 
candidate on the ballot in the 
April special election after re-
ceiving a nod of approval from 
the Queens Democratic Party 
chaired by U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights). 
Crowley was later unseated in 
a stunning upset by insurgent 
Democratic Socialist Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez, which 
launched the 28-year-old into 
the national spotlight.

“With Trump in the White 
House, our community and 
progressive values are under 
attack, and I will continue 
working hard at the state level 

to protect our immigrants, 
students, seniors, and working 
families from his bigoted and 
disastrous policies,” Espinal 
said.

But with Crowley all but 
fading from the forefront of 
the city’s political dynamic af-

ter his defeat, Espinal grabbed 
an endorsement from U.S. Rep. 
Serrano (D-Bronx) in the past 
week as well.

“Assemblywoman Ari Es-
pinal has been a fighter for 
Queens throughout her life, 
and I am excited to support 

her as she runs for re-election. 
She truly understands the 
needs of her community and 
has dedicated her life to mak-
ing a difference. She brings a 
strong voice to the Assembly,” 
Serrano said.

Espinal began her career in 
politics as director of constitu-
ent services for then-Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya when 
he served in the 39th District. 
Moya now serves in the City 
Council.

“She is a dedicated commu-
nity leader and activist who 
has worked throughout her 
career to serve others,” Crow-
ley said in his endorsement of 
Espinal in February. “Ari will 
be a fierce advocate for Queens 
families and I look forward to 
working with her.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Espinal gets Working Families endorsement

State Assemblywoman Ari Espinal got the stamp of approval from the 
Working Families Party. Courtesy of Espinal office

ELECTION ELECTION 20182018
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AG scores big win on census question
BY MARK HALLUM

 
State Attorney General 

Barbara Underwood cele-
brated a victory in her quest 
to prevent immigrants from 
having to declare their legal 
status in the United States 
census on the grounds that 
the Trump administration 
acted in bad faith in requir-
ing that information.

Underwood argued the 
case, backed by a coalition of 
attorneys general across the 
country, before Manhattan 
Federal Judge Jesse Furman 
in which a request for dis-
covery was approved to de-
termine which  factors went 
into the White House deci-
sion to include immigration 
status on the census.

“Today marked a major 
win in our lawsuit to protect 
the Census, with a federal 
judge ordering the Trump ad-
ministration to provide vital 
information on how the deci-
sion to demand citizenship 
status was made and what it 
may mean for New Yorkers 
and Americans across the 
country,” Underwood said. 
“The federal government has 

a solemn obligation to ensure 
a fair and accurate count of 
all people in this country. 
By demanding the citizen-
ship status of each resident, 
the Trump administration is 
breaking with decades of pol-
icy and potentially causing a 
major undercount that would 
threaten billions in federal 
funds and New York’s fair 
representation in Congress 
and the Electoral College.”

The suit argued that a 
declaration of immigration 
status on the census would 
result in inaccuracies with 
“whole number of persons” 
not participating and would 
hobble critical functions 
of the federal government, 
which could result in loss 
of revenue for the United 
States.

But a broader goal of the 
citizenship question alleged 
against the Trump admin-
istration was that nearly 11 
million undocumented im-
migrants would not be count-
ed for the purpose of drawing 
political districts and thus it 
acted in bad faith..

Underwood, 73, was ap-
proved as attorney general in 

May and is the first woman 
to hold the post after Eric 
Schneiderman was forced to 
resign under allegations of 
violence against several ro-
mantic partners.

John Gore, the acting U.S. 
assistant attorney general 

and head of the Justice De-
partment’s Civil Rights Divi-
sion, was scheduled to testify 
in regard to the immigration 
status question to the 2020 
census forms back in May, 
but failed to show.

Gore was subpoenaed by 

Oversight Committee Chair-
man Trey Gowdy (R-SC),  
who granted the request 
from U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) to do so 
after Gore failed to show up 
for a May 8 committee hear-
ing regarding the census 
question.

“Mr. Gore’s decision to not 
show up to this hearing, after 
initially agreeing to testify, 
is an insult to all members 
of the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Com-
mittee and the critical role 
that our committee plays 
in overseeing the executive 
branch,” said Maloney in late 
May. “The American pub-
lic and its representatives 
deserve answers about the 
Department of Justice’s deci-
sion to request that a citizen-
ship question be added to the 
decennial census and why 
the department believes it is 
necessary.”

Maloney called into ques-
tion the validity of the cen-
sus inquiry by pointing out 
that no “Voting Rights Act 
expert” had requested or ad-
vised that immigration sta-
tus should be on the census.

A Manhattan federal judge granted a “request for discovery” in regards 
to the 2020 census question that would force residents to disclose their 
immigration status. AP
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OPEN FOR ADOPTIONS:
Friday • 4 PM - 9 PM
Saturday & Sunday • 12 PM - 8 PM

25 Davis  Ave. ,  Port  Washington,  NY 11050   
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Hi!
COME MEET ME  
AND MY FRIENDS!
The hardest choice  

The easiest choice  

IS PICKING JUST ONE.

IS PICKING A RESCUE PET.

MY NAME IS
L u n a

Luna is a quiet, older kitten, ready to settle down and be 
someone’s treasure.  She isn’t fond of other pets, but 
she’s very interested in human attention. We’re hoping 

her charm will win her way to her very first home.

RR006

North Shore Animal League America 
has many Puppies, Kittens, Dogs and 
Cats to choose from. Mixed-breeds, 

purebreds, and small breeds too! 
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Meng: House needs free 
feminine hygiene products

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
U.S. Reps. Grace Meng 

(D-Flushing) and Sean Pat-
rick Maloney (D-NY) sent 
a letter July 6 to Speaker 
of the House Paul Ryan 
requesting that he allow 
House offices to be reim-
bursed for feminine hy-
giene products purchased 
for congressional staff and 
office visitors. 

The lawmakers sent the 
letter in the wake of Malo-
ney’s office being denied 
reimbursement for the 
products. 

In their letter, Meng and 
Maloney ask Ryan to pro-
vide free feminine hygiene 
products in all bathrooms 
that are under the juris-
diction of the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

“Feminine hygiene prod-
ucts are a basic and essen-
tial need for women,” said 
Meng. “All women deserve 
access to them, and that in-
cludes women who visit and 
work on Capitol Hill. It is 
time for the House to make 
these necessary items more 
accessible to women. I urge 
Speaker Ryan to do the 
right thing and I eagerly 
await his reply.”

“Making feminine hy-
giene products available to 
those who need it is a simple 
change that bring sanita-
tion and relief to thousands 
of congressional employ-
ees, visitors, and members 
of Congress alike,” the law-
makers said in their letter.  

Maloney said Ryan 
should make it clear that 
women who visit or work 
on Capitol Hill will have 
their needs met and that 
the House is a welcoming 
place for everyone. 

“Women have been treat-
ed as second-class citizens 
for far too long. We have 
an opportunity to fix that 
problem here in the House, 
and the speaker should take 
it,” said Maloney.

In addition to the letter, 
Meng is presently sponsor-
ing the Menstrual Equity 
for All Act (H.R. 972) in-
troduced in February 2017, 
which contains five provi-
sions to help different pop-
ulations of women and girls 
get better access to femi-
nine hygiene products.

“Menstrual hygiene 
products are not ubiqui-

tous and cheap, despite 
what popular culture 
would have us believe,” 
Meng said in a statement. 
“Although most women 
use these products, many 
struggle to afford or access 
these essential items. This 
is unacceptable. Menstrual 
hygiene products are a ne-
cessity for most women, yet 
they are treated as luxury 
items.”

Meng is also the author 
of Menstrual Products 
Right to Know Act (H.R. 
2416) introduced in May 
2017, which aims to make 
menstrual hygiene prod-
ucts safer by requiring 
manufacturers to disclose 
the ingredients in these 
products. 

The congresswoman 
has also convinced FEMA 
to add feminine hygiene 
products to the list of items 
that homeless assistance 
providers can purchase 
with federal grant funds, 
and due to her efforts, in 
August 2017, the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons agreed 
to provide female inmates 
with menstrual products 
free of charge.  

 
Reach reporter Carlotta 

Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Patricia Adams, the former 

publisher of The Forum News-
group weekly newspaper in 
Howard Beach, is expected to 
return to court Sept. 13 after 
pleading guilty to one count 
of misprision, which is an ac-
knowledgement of concealing 
information about a felony 
crime, according to a spokes-
man for the U.S. attorney’s of-
fice in Brooklyn. 

The June 26 confession 
comes nearly a year after Ad-
ams was arrested Aug. 16, 2017, 
for allegedly intimidating a 
sexual assault victim. She 
could face up to three years in 
prison, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s office. 

“I was aware that another 
person attempted to harass 
and swayed an individual 
from testifying,” said Adams 
in statements made in court. 

Adams allegedly intended 
to use her community news-
paper, which is circulated in 
Howard Beach, Ozone Park, 
Broad Channel, Richmond Hill 
and Woodhaven, to humiliate 
the sexual assault victim of a 
Bonanno crime family associ-
ate, according to Special Agent 
Andrew Campbell of the Fed-

eral Bureau of Investigation.
On a  2-1/2-hour conversa-

tion recorded by the plaintiff’s 
father on May 14, 2017, Adams 
implied she would destroy the 
victim’s reputation unless the 
plaintiff drops the sexual as-
sault case, according to the 
FBI. 

“It’s not going to be good 
for her publicly,” said Adams 
in the recording. “[The as-
sault case] only matters once 
she crosses the threshold and 
signs the paper that she is go-
ing through with it.”

Adams was indicted on four 
charges Nov. 15, 2017 of witness 
tampering and obstruction of 
justice, which could have land-
ed her in prison for 20 years if 
she was convicted, according 
to U.S. Attorney’s office. 

Adams came under the 
scrutiny of the FBI after al-
leged Bonanno crime asso-
ciate and deli owner Robert 
Pisani reached out to her 
about using her resources to 
undermine the sexual assault 
case against him, according to 
Campbell.

She became embroiled 
with the crime family after 
allegedly going into debt at 
one of their illegal gambling 
businesses in Ozone Park, 

which was the reason Pisani 
was under home confinement 
for racketeering charges, ac-
cording to the FBI. Pisani was 
allowed, however, to run two 
of his delis, including the All-
American Bagel and Barista 
Company in Howard Beach 
where the assault occurred on 
April 28, 2017. 

If the victim, an employee 
of All-American Bagel, came 
forward, Pisani would have 
violated the terms of his 
bail and be forced to forfeit 
$50,000 and two properties 
that he owned with his wife, 
according to the FBI.

Pisani would eventually 
plead guilty to unlawful debt 
collection on Nov. 17, 2017 and 
was sentenced in April to 15 
to 21 months in prison, ac-
cording to the U.S. Attorney’s 
office. 

On June 27, a jury convict-
ed Pisani of forcible touching, 
according to the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office. Pisani 
was scheduled to be sentenced 
Aug. 14 and faces up to a year 
in prison. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Pat Adams, the former publisher of The Forum, has pleaded guilty to withholding information on a felony 
crime.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan

U.S. Reps. Grace Meng and Sean 
Patrick Maloney urged House 
Speaker Paul Ryan to provide 
free feminine hygiene products 
in all bathrooms that are un-
der the jurisdiction of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Courtesy of depts.washington.edu

Forum publisher pleads
Pat Adams confesses to concealing felony crime: Prosecutors
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Whether you’re looking for primary or specialty care, NewYork-Presbyterian Medical Group 
Queens has you covered. We provide access to top doctors, including experts from Weill Cornell 
Medicine, and to the vast resources and services of NewYork-Presbyterian Queens. 

To find a doctor or learn more, visit nyp.org/medgroupqueens or call  718-732-1540.
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Blotter

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
An Ozone Park man pleaded 

guilty in a Brooklyn federal court 
last month to helping the overseas 
terrorist organization ISIS, accord-
ing to the U.S. attorney for the East-
ern District of New York. 

Ahmed Parveg, 22, entered a 
guilty plea before federal Judge Ann 
Donnelly June 20 to one count of at-
tempting to provide material support 
or resources to ISIS, U.S. Attorney 
Richard Donoghue said.

According to court documents, 
Ahmed, a United States citizen, trav-
eled to Saudi Arabia June 2017 to cel-
ebrate the Islamic religious holiday 
Ramadan, then attempted to travel 
to Syria to join ISIS. Ahmed was de-
tained in a Middle Eastern country 
during his attempted travel to ISIS-
controlled territory and was deported 
back to the United States in August 
2017, where he was arrested at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport. 

On July 17, 2017, the New York 
Joint Terrorism Task Force agents 
obtained a search warrant for 
Ahmed’s personal computer and 
learned, among other things, that 
he had viewed or listened to record-
ings of radical Islamic cleric Anwar 
al-Awalaki, the documents said. Al-
Awlaki was a U.S. born cleric and 
prominent leader of the terrorist or-
ganization Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula who was killed on or about 
Sept. 30, 2011.

One of the sermons by Al-Awlaki 
said: “Jihad must continue and fight-
ing must go on until the Final Hour 
comes. Fighting is only increasing as 
prescribed by Allah -- now it is time 
to carry the battle to further lands 
outside of Arab countries,” accord-
ing to court documents.

Another cleric’s recordings 
Parveg listened to was Abdullah el-
Faisal, a Jamaican-born cleric, who 
was found guilty in the United King-
dom of — among other things — solic-
itation to commit murder, for preach-
ing to followers to kill individuals, 
including Americans he deemed to 
be enemies of Islam. 

The agents had also learned on the 
same day that Ahmed left the United 
States for the Middle East, he researched 
how to erase data on his computer. 

The lecture bookmarked on the 
computer included numerous state-
ments in support of ISIS, jihad, trav-
eling from one’s home country to join 
ISIS, condemnation of Western coun-
tries as evil, and justification of vio-
lence against those who are deemed 
to be non-believers of Islam, accord-
ing to court documents.

Ahmed is slated for sentencing in 
December and faces up to 20 years in 
prison if convicted.  

Parveg’s attorney was unable to 
be reached to provide comment. 

Reach reporter Carlotta Mohamed 
by e-mail at cmohamed@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4526.

A U.S. citizen is slated for sentencing after pleading guilty to supporting ISIS and 
attempting to travel to Syria to join the group. AP

Ozone Park man pleads guilty to aiding ISIS 

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

A 14-year-old Rego Park girl who 
was missing for two days was found 
safe last week and is now home with 
her parents, police said. 

Further details were not disclosed 
by authorities. 

Jocelyn Zacarias was last seen July 
5 walking by Rego Market Place on Pe-
nelope Avenue and Woodhaven Boule-
vard in Rego Park wearing a red base-
ball cap and red T-shirt, police said. 
She had left her residence at Dieterle 
Crescent near 64th Road at 7:15 a.m. 

Zacarias’ parents had reported their 
daughter missing to the 112th precinct 
in Forest Hills and said she had never 
been reported missing before.   

Jocelyn’s mother, Mickey Blume-
Zacarias, had posted fliers in the com-
munity while conducting a search as 
well in online updates on Facebook to 
find her daughter, asking for every-
one’s prayers and support. 

A post from July 6 read: “We are 
approaching night 2 without our girl 
home. I’m praying that God is wrap-
ping his safe loving arms around her 
until she can come home.”

On July 7, Blume-Zacarias posted 
that Jocelyn had been found. 

A prayer service was held Sunday 
at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church at 85 
Greenway South in Forest Hills for 
Jocelyn’s safe return home. 

“Thank you all!!! Because of prayer, 
social media and having the fliers put 
up, We have our girl home safe tonight. 

Because of you!!!” Blume-Zacarias said 
on Facebook. “Jocelyn wants to go 
to say thank you to everyone and she 
feels loved and appreciative. We will 
not answer any questions, but we will 
celebrate life, love and community. 
Thank you again!!!” 

Reach reporter Carlotta Mohamed 
by e-mail at cmohamed@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4526.

Missing Rego Park girl 
safely returns home

A massive search was launched for 14-year-
old Jocelyn Zacarias of Rego Park who went 
missing July 5 and was found safe and re-
turned home to her parents two days later. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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Flushing rabbi charged in extortion scheme
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

 
A Queens rabbi and a Long 

Island man were arrested and 
charged with engaging in a 
scheme to extort $7 million from 
an individual in exchange for 
not providing incriminating 
information to law enforce-
ment authorities last month in 
Brooklyn federal court, the U.S. 
attorney for the Eastern District 
said.

The defendants, Rabbi 
Igal Haimoff, 67, of Flushing, 
and Mark Weissman, 54, of 
Lawrence, appeared before 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Cheryl 
Pollak June 18 and were each 
released on a $250,000 bond, 
federal prosecutors said.

“As alleged, Haimoff and 
Weissman attempted to char-
acterize the millions of dollars 
they expected to receive from 
their extortionate threat as a 
charitable donation,” said U.S. 
Attorney Richard Donoghue. 
“This office, along with our 
law enforcement partners, will 
vigorously investigate and pros-
ecute those who seek to hide 
their criminal conduct behind 
the cloak of a charity.” 

Haimoff and Weissman 
played roles in helping a third 
defendant -- Andrew Tepfer, (Per-
son A), who was arrested and re-
leased on a $500,000 bond June 21 
-- coerce the victim into transfer-
ring funds in exchange to not tell 
law enforcement about the vic-
tim’s illegal activity, according 
to the criminal complaint filed 
by the U.S. attorney’s office. 

If convicted, Haimoff and 
Weissman each face up to five 
years in prison.

In or about 2010, the victim 
pleaded guilty in a federal crimi-
nal case pending in the Eastern 
District of New York, to conspir-
acy to commit securities fraud, 
securities fraud and conspiracy 
to commit money laundering, 
according to the complaint. In 
February 2015, the victim was 
ordered to pay $12.7 million res-
titution to victims of the fraud 
charged in the case, according to 
the complaint. 

The three defendants thought 
the victim had money from the 
fraud case and sought to accuse 
the victim of a crime or cause 
criminal charges to be instituted 
against him.  

Weissman enlisted Haimoff 

to allow his charity to receive the 
extorted funds as a way to dis-
guise the purpose of the trans-
action, the court papers said. 
Haimoff and Weissman created 
and transmitted a fraudulent 
charitable donation letter to the 
individual they believed would 
be sending the extorted funds 
from overseas, accordng to the 
complaint.

The letter, on the charity’s 
letterhead from Haimoff, said: 
“Thank you so much for your 
pledge of $6,000,000 towards our 

building campaign. Your gen-
erous donation will enable us 
to complete the construction of 
our yeshiva building which is 
so vital for the continued growth 
of our Queens community. It is 
the generosity of donors such as 
yourself that provide us with the 
strength and ability to continue 
being there for the community. 
Thank you for being our partner 
in this most important endeavor. 
For your convenience, you can 
fire (sic) the funds to our bank 
account as follows [bank account 
details].”

Unbeknown to the men, they 
were actually communicating 
with an undercover FBI agent 
when transmitting the letter. 

Haimoff later indicated that 
Tepfer (Person A) was increas-
ing the demand to $7 million 
and the victim indicated that 
he could provide the funds, and 
Haimoff asked to be provided 
with a letter indicating why the 
“donation” was increasing to $7 
million. On or about June 6, 2018, 
Haimoff and the undercover FBI 
agent, exchanged the following e-
mails, which read in part:

Undercover FBI Agent: 
“Dear Rabbi Haimoff, I have 

learned that there is additional 
structural work required for 
the construction of the yeshiva 
building for the charity. As 
such I would like to increase 
my pledge from $6,000,000 to 
$7,000,000 to assist you with the 
project… Kind regards…”

Haimoff: “… Thank you very 
much… that you doing with our 
yeshiva because of your good 
heart open hart (sic) for mitz-
vahs we will be able to expand 
our bldg to the maximum capac-
ity now we don’t have any more 
space for new kid’s (sic) to come 
after the construction will be 
done we will be able to double the 
amount of children!!...thank you 
so much. Rabbi haimoff.”

“Charity of all kinds, espe-
cially related to children, is es-
teemed to be noble, honest, and 
true,” said William F. Sweeney, 
FBI assistant director-in-charge. 
“By allegedly attempting to ex-
tort and blackmail this victim in 
the name of charity, Haimoff and 
Weissman gravely undermined 
these values. By the arrests of 
these individuals, it is clear that 
regardless of cunning cover-ups, 
all injustices will ultimately be 
revealed.”

A Flushing rabbi and a Long Island 
man were arrested in connection 
with a $7 million extortion attempt 
that sought to disguise the funds 
as a charitable donation.  
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withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank 
checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce 
earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 3 Amazon®, Amazon.com® and its affiliates are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. 
Limit of one (1) gift per customer with a new Complete Checking account and a new 18-Month CD with opening deposits of $10,000 and $50,000 respectively. Existing checking 
customers are not eligible. The gift will be given to the new customer 30 days after account opening. The new Complete Checking account must remain open, active, and in good 
standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. A 1099 statement for gift values (including 
applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) may be issued if cumulative promotional credit is equal to or exceeds $600 in a calendar year. Flushing Bank reserves the right to 
make gift substitutions of comparable value. and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Valid at all Flushing Bank locations 
to new Complete Checking and CD customers with new money only. Offer is subject to change and termination anytime without notice. While supplies last. 4 New checking account 
customers only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking account customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a 
Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for details.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

l year at current rate Minimum deposit balancee

d.uired.Checking account requ

Plus, you can get up to $200 for a new consumer checking account!4 
This is a limited time offer. For more information about this or our other great offers and rates, speak with a Flushing Bank 

representative or call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD).
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We need people like you who can put your experience, your talents 
and your belief in second chances to work.

Learn more at NYC.GOV

/

YDS

Become a Youth Development Specialist.

BE THE

THAT CHANGES THE LIVES OF AT-RISK KIDS.
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Ecological upgrades clean up polluted Flushing Bay
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

 
Flushing Bay no longer 

stinks.
City Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection Commis-
sioner Vincent Sapienza joined 
community leaders and envi-
ronmental advocates June 29 to 
announce substantial progress 
has been made on more than 
$200 million in ecological im-
provements for Flushing Bay. 

The investment in environ-
mental upgrades to improve the 
health of the bay in the vicinity 
of the World’s Fair Marina has 
allowed for dredging of 89,000 
cubic yards of sediment, an up-
graded sewer system to prevent 
225 million gallons of pollution 
from being discharged into the 
bay each year, and ongoing con-
struction of more than three 
acres of new wetlands that will 
naturally filter the water in the 
bay. 

“Removing historical pol-
lution, increasing the capacity 
of the sewer system to reduce 
overflows, and building new 
wetlands that will filter the 
water and provide a habitat 
for wildlife has created a new 

start for the ecological health of 
Flushing Bay,” Sapienza said.

Bordered on the west by La-
Guardia Airport and the Grand 
Central Parkway, on the south 
by Northern Boulevard, and on 
the east by College Point, Flush-
ing Bay serves as a vital route 
for boats, ferries, and other ves-
sels heading to the East River. 

Flushing Bay residents 
have long complained about the 
stench in the area. 

The built-up sediment in 
the bay contained a lot of de-
composed organic material 
creating a “rotten egg smell,” 
according to Roy Tysvaer, DEP 
project manager. Tysvaer said 
the lingering odor is gone now 
since the material has been re-
moved.  

The $15.4 million project 
to dredge portions of Flush-
ing Bay in the vicinity of the 
World’s Fair Marina and two 
combined sewer outfalls began 
in January 2017 and was com-
pleted the same year, according 
to the DEP. 

“This work has significant-
ly reduced nuisance odors in 
the area,” said Tysvaer. “Long-
reach excavators situated on 

the floating barges dredged 
91,000 cubic yards of sediment 
over a 17.5 acre area.”

The shoreline is now filled 
with 110,000 plugs of switch-
grass, saltgrass, seaside gold-
enrod, smooth cordgrass and 
other wetland plants, the DEP 

said. Most of the work, includ-
ing the $19.2 million wetlands 
restoration component, will be 
completed by the end of July. 
The planting and monitoring of 
the wetlands will continue for 
the next several years.

Non-native trees, 78 deterio-

rated timber piles, and an aban-
doned pier were also removed to 
improve views along a portion 
of the 1.4-mile long Flushing 
Bay Promenade. Tysvaer said 
it’s “aesthetically pleasing.” 

According to the DEP, wet-
lands help to absorb storm 
surge, filter impurities from 
the water, increase dissolved 
oxygen levels, reduce coastal 
erosion, capture greenhouse 
gases, and serve as a productive 
ecological habitat and nursery 
for juvenile fish.  

“This investment in Flush-
ing Bay represents a good first 
step to reclaiming our wa-
terfront, and I thank DEP for 
working in good faith with our 
community,” said Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing). “I look 
forward to continuing these im-
portant efforts together to seek 
new way to make sure Flushing 
Bay and Creek are able to live 
up to their currently unreal-
ized potential as sources of en-
vironmental pride.” 

In addition, the city com-
pleted $33 million subsurface 
sewer upgrades in the spring 
targeting five locations be-

The Flushing Bay cleanup project by the Department of Environmental 
Protection is improving the waterway by planting trees, wetland restora-
tion, and upgrading the sewer system. Residents have long complained 
about the foul odor at the bay.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Continued on Page 42
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SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?
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We 

NOW HAVE 

COLD LASER

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefit 

you.THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

FREE
Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.

www.northshorerehabassociates.com

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates

Suite 103

516-466-9300

You can begin today. 
Call Now for a 

“FREE Consultation” to see 
how our technologies 

may benefit you.

Most Insurances Accepted
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

MTA app will provide timely updates for travelers
BY JULIA MORO

 
The Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority has 
launched a test version of a 
systemwide ‘MYmta’ app and 
website designed by custom-
ers to deliver real-time arriv-
al information, trip planning 
and more for subways, buses, 
Metro-North and the Long Is-
land Rail Road. 

Both the app and the web-
site combine all of the MTA’s 
mass transit properties in 
one convenient place and pro-
vide real-time arrival infor-
mation for trains, subways 
and buses. They also provide 
information on planned work 
and updates on delays, how 
to find nearby stations and 
stops, a unified trip plan-
ning function for traveling 
across the MTA’s regional 
transportation networks, en-
able customers with mobility 
challenges to plan accessible 
trips and  allow users to save 
favorite lines, stations, stops 
and trips. 

The MTA is asking its cus-
tomers to help improve the 
app and the website by pro-

viding feedback on what fea-
tures are helpful, what can 
be improved upon and what 
should be added. 

The MTA plans to add 
information related to the 
bridges and tunnels.

“The ‘MYmta’ app and 
website are being custom 
built for MTA customers, by 
MTA customers,” said MTA 
Chairman Joseph Lhota. “In 
phase one of our outreach 
we engaged more than 2,000 
customers through surveys, 
one-on-one interviews and 
conversations with riders 
in the subways, buses and 
railroads during which we 
showed the app and docu-
mented their feedback.  We 
also tested the app with more 
than 1,500 employees.”

Phase two of the outreach 
campaign focused on the feed-
back they received from New 
Yorkers on how to improve af-
ter the app and website were 
released.

“We think ‘MYmta’ will 
be an important tool for our 
customers as they plan and 
manage their commute,” said 
MTA Managing Director Ve-

ronique Hakim. “In addition 
to real-time arrival and trip 
planning, the app lets you 
personalize your experience. 
It also lets you choose wheth-
er you want to use buses, sub-
ways or rail lines, and plan 
accessible travel. Best of all, 

it gives our customers access 
to insider information from 
our control centers about 
planned work and delays. 
Want to know what’s going 
on anywhere in the system? 
‘MYmta’ will tell you.”

Nick Sifuentes, executive 

director of Tri-State Trans-
portation Campaign, said he 
juggles at least four official 
MTA apps and struggles to 
keep up with all of them. 

“Riders will finally have 
one single app for every-
thing,” he said.

All New Yorkers, spanning 
from Montauk to Mott Haven 
now have this travel informa-
tion right at their fingertips. 

The free app is currently 
available in the Apple and 
Google Play app stores.

Based on customer feed-
back the MTA will be adding 
the ability to track buses, a 
feature that will allow cus-
tomers to report issues in the 
system and customized alerts 
within the app.

All of these features are 
slated to launch this summer. 
Customers can also visit the 
MTA’s test website to help de-
cide which features take pre-
cedence by giving a “thumbs 
up’ or ‘thumbs down.”

Reach reporter Julia Moro 
by e-mail at jmoro@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4574.

MTA launches the app ‘MYmta’ with the help of their customers feed-
back. Photo by Michael Shain 
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
State Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-

bans), who is running for re-election, 
hopes that with a possible Democratic 
majority in the Senate next year, he 
will be able to bring about more ef-
fective change to his district and New 
Yorkers as whole.

At present he does not have a chal-
lenger in his bid for a third term in the 
Sept. 13 primary or the Nov. 6 general 
election. 

“I like what I do and I would like 
to do it at a majority level,” Comrie 
said Monday in an interview with 
TimesLedger reporters. “We really 
have an opportunity to take the major-
ity in the state Senate and direct the 
agenda, and control the type of legisla-
tion that is coming forward.”

Comrie believes that if there were 
a Democratic majority, common sense 
legislation that protects consumers, 
increases voter turnout in New York 
and brings about tax reform would no 
longer be “bottled up in the Senate,” 
controlled by Republicans. 

“We have to embrace technology, 
we have to embrace change and we 
have to make it easier to make people 
to want to vote,” said Comrie.

In January, Comrie introduced two 
voting bills that would authorize bal-
lot by mail by removing the cause for 
absentee voting and eliminate the re-
quirement that affidavits need to have 
a voters previous registerd address, 
instead if there is an issue with an 
finding a voter’s updated address they 
can use a Board of Elections form to 

vote , according to www.nysenate.gov. 
“No voter should ever face unnec-

essary scrutiny at the polls because 
of errors that are outside of their con-
trol,” said Comrie. “The requirement 
that voters disclose the

address at which they were previ-
ously registered is onerous and unnec-
essary.”

Both bills are currently being re-
viewed by a committee and have only 
received co-sponsorship from fellow 
Democrats, according to www.nysen-
ate.gov. 

After Equifax was hacked and the 
credit agency failed to report the July 
2017 data breach to its 143 million cus-
tomers for six weeks, Comrie intro-
duced three pieces of legislation that 
following September to require such 
agencies to disclose data breaches 
within 15 weeks. He also proposed au-
tomatic security freezes on consumer 
reports and a regulatory mandate over 
consumer credit reporting agencies by 
the Department of Financial Services. 

All three bills are being reviewed 
by a committee and only have support 
from Democrats, according to www.
nysenate.gov. 

“Our district is over taxed and un-
derfunded,” said Comrie. “When you 
look at our tax rolls, we get audited 
more frequently and tax reviewed 
more frequently then other parts of 
the city and that imbalance has to be 
fixed... and I think it’s illegal to a de-
gree.”

 The city is currently pushing a 
$400 tax rebate for middle-class hom-

Comrie talks taxes, 
housing in ‘18 race

State Sen. Leroy Comrie is going full steam ahead for his re-election bid.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

ELECTION ELECTION 20182018

Continued on Page 42
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

LIRR Main Line project delay no surprise
 Delays in completion of the 

Long Island Rail Road’s $2.6 
billion Main Line Third Track 
from December 2022 to early 
2023 also will affect the LIRR 
East Side Access to Grand Cen-
tral Terminal.

This happened  less than 
six months after the contract 
award. Only 10 of the 50 project 
components will be initiated 
over the coming 12 months.

The success of starting full 
24 trains per rush hour ser-
vice for LIRR East Side Access 
to Grand Central Terminal is 

directly dependent upon the 
Main Line Third Track also 
being completed by December 
2022.

Earlier this year, MTA of-
ficials promised that the most 
recent construction recovery 
schedule was guaranteed and 
written in stone for service 
to begin by December 2022. 
Just like all the other previ-
ous promises going back to the 
original 2009 completion date, 
this now appears to have crum-
bled to dust. 

Don’t be surprised if the fi-

nal completion date for LIRR 
Main Line with 40 more project 
components to be initiated in 
coming years slips even further 
to December 2023 or later. This 
will result in similar delays 
for initiation of new LIRR East 
Side Access service to Grand 
Central Terminal.

You read it here first in the 
Bayside Times.

Larry Penner
Great Neck
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A new petition calling for New York state to 
impose stricter driver’s license requirements and 
frequent renewals for senior drivers has picked up 
steam, collecting more than 10,000 signatures after 
the death of a Flushing teenager who was struck and 
killed by an elderly driver in June while crossing a 
street in Whitestone. 

The petition was started by a Whitestone resident 
whose wife witnessed a police officer trying to revive 
17-year-old Madeline Sershen in the crosswalk and de-
mands more regular testing for elderly drivers, who 
currently have to renew their driver’s license every 
eight years, according to the DMV. 

The man who started the petition, Julian Ho, is 
urging the state to shorten the renewal cycle and 
add a memory or reaction test for drivers over 80 
years old to prove they can “continue to remain 
safely on the road.”

Whether or not this will lead to change remains to 
be seen. New York City has already implemented mea-
sures to prevent pedestrian fatalities on the road with 
the Vision Zero program. Mayor Bill de Blasio said Vi-
sion Zero was responsible for a drop in traffic fatalities 
to an all-time low, with only 81 recorded deaths in the 
first six months of 2018. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) has been 
an active sponsor of legislation to extend the speed 
camera program in school zones. But lawmakers in 
Albany failed to renew the five-year-old program be-
fore the legislation session ended June 20, which goes 
to show that there’s still work to be done. 

But will enforcing stricter driver’s license require-
ments for senior drivers help further lessen the num-
ber of traffic fatalities in Queens and throughout the 
city? Probably. Though it’s impossible to completely 
eliminate traffic fatalities, ensuring that there are safe 
drivers on the road is a step in the right direction. 

This would not be a witch hunt to take away se-
niors’ driver’s licenses, but rather a way to make sure 
that they are fit to drive. Having frequent tests to re-
new licenses would allow drivers to earn the right to 
keep their licenses. And this should not apply to just 
seniors. All drivers should be required to take tests to 
keep their licenses. It may be a hassle for some, but if 
a new, tougher policy helps save lives, it would be well 
worth it. 

Ho, and members of Sershen’s family, hope the peti-
tion will gain some momentum and lead to change, so 
Madeline’s untimely death was not in vain.

“There’s nothing we can do to bring Maddie back, 
but if we can save this from happening to someone 
else, then for us it’s a victory,” said Rita Barravecchio, 
Sershen’s aunt.

SUPREME CHALLENGE

The effort to block the nomination of Federal Appeals Court Judge Brett Kavanaugh to the U.S. Supreme 
Court is starting here with U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (c.), who represents parts of Western Queens, leading 
a demonstration in front of the federal courthouse in downtown Manhattan.              Twitter
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READERS WRITE

Human Traffi cking Courts are making a difference
Human trafficking is a 

horrifying reality in New 
York City.

An untold number of 
people, primarily women 
and children, are trapped in 
modern-day slavery that oc-
curs in neighborhoods and 
communities all across our 
city.

While law enforcement 
has worked to combat this 
sickening practice and hold 
traffickers accountable, New 
York City and New York state 
have grappled with how to 
best assist victims who come 
into contact with the crimi-
nal justice system, many of 
whom are forced into prosti-
tution against their will. It 
made little sense for our jus-
tice system to treat traffick-
ing victims as defendants 
facing time in jail.

As a result, in 2013 New 
York state created new 
courts statewide called Hu-
man Trafficking Interven-
tion Courts. These special-
ized courts, based on a pilot 
project started in Queens, 
are designed to connect hu-
man trafficking victims to 
social services, including 
mental health care, housing, 
and educational and employ-
ment opportunities, instead 
of incarceration. All stake-
holders in the criminal jus-
tice system — judges, prose-
cutors, and defense attorneys 
-- work collaboratively to 
identify the best response to 
help each individual who ap-
pears before them.

This innovative model 
can break the cycle of abuse 
and put victims’ lives on a 
new trajectory.

Since I entered the City 
Council in 2014, I have made 
it a priority to ensure that 
Human Trafficking Inter-
vention Courts and service 
providers have the resources 
they need to best assist sur-
vivors. In 2015, I convened 
a City Council hearing spe-

cifically to call for more city 
funding for these courts.

In recent years, Human 
Trafficking Courts have 
made a huge difference in 
the lives of thousands of New 
Yorkers. The city has Hu-
man Trafficking Interven-
tion Courts operating in all 
five boroughs, and last year 
alone these courts served 
more than 1,300 people city-
wide and nearly 600 people in 
Queens.

I am proud to say that the 
city has once again demon-
strated its commitment to 
Human Trafficking Inter-
vention Courts. In the up-
coming year, the city will 
provide a record $1.2 million 
to support these courts and 
their affiliated service pro-
viders, a $200,000 increase 
from the previous year. 

The increased funding will 
enable the courts to meet 
growing demand and ad-
dress specific service needs, 
including ESL classes for 
survivors, culturally and 
linguistically competent 
counselors, as well as emer-
gency, transitional, and 
long-term housing.

This is a big deal. Addi-
tional services for victims 
can lead to better outcomes.

As human trafficking con-
tinues to upend lives across 
our city, it is my hope that 
the city will continue to pro-
vide additional funding to 
support these courts in the 
years to come. Our justice 
system can be the driving 
force for good.

Rory I. Lancman
City Councilman (D-Hillcrest)

Contact the newsroom: 718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Loving your country a part of Muslim religion
My closest friend’s family, 

and even colleagues are first, 
second, or third-generation 
immigrants. I didn’t choose 
them for this reason, we just 
seemed to click this way.

With that being said, 
many of them choose to iden-
tify with their nation back 
home. Whether it is Paki-
stan, Sri Lanka, Dominican 
Republic, or virtually any 
nation, people rarely forget 
their roots.

For us, as immigrants and 
children of immigrants, hold-
ing onto our roots is normal. 
However, for outsiders, they 
might question our loyalty. 
How can someone be loyal 
to America while also being 
loyal to some possible Ameri-
can enemy across the seas?

Of course, I can’t argue 

with this logic, as at times I 
fall victim to it as well. When-
ever Muslims are attacked 
anywhere in the world, my 
heart bleeds for them and I 
feel a sense of anger.

Why hasn’t America 
stepped in as they always 
do? Does a group of people 
only matter when there is 
some sort of personal inter-
est for America?

The reason such an an-
ger is felt is because, while I 
am American and I love my 
country, that doesn’t change 
the fact that I am a Mus-
lim, a Pakistani, and have a 
blended identity. Thus, while 
some of the decisions Ameri-
ca makes don’t make me the 
happiest, my loyalty to this 
nation is unwavering. 

True loyalty requires a 

relationship built on sincer-
ity and integrity. It requires 
what a person displays on 
the surface to be the same 
as what lies beneath. So it 
doesn’t matter if I was born 
here or if I’m a first genera-
tion, second or third.

What matters is that 
once I am here, my loyalty 
is genuine, and I am faithful 
to my nation. With that be-
ing said, some young adults 
who are born in America un-
fortunately turn to Islamist 
extremism. The reality is to 
truly love God and Islam, a 
person must love his nation. 
Therefore, there can be no 
conflict of interest between 
a person’s love for God and 
love for his country. 

In fact, according to Islam-
ic teachings, God has forbid-

den all forms of treachery or 
rebellion whether it is against 
one’s country or one’s govern-
ment. This is because acting 
against the state is a threat 
to the peace and security of a 
nation. Additionally, there are 
many Islamic teachings that 
remind Muslims time after 
time that love for their nation 
is a part of their faith. Thus 
those who become Islamist 
extremists and turn on their 
nation are contradicting their 
own faith.

Additionally, the world-
wide leader of the Ahmadi-
yya Muslim Community, 
Mirza Masroor Ahmad, 
reminds Ahmadi Muslims 
to always remain loyal to 
one’s country, and if a time 
ever comes where you can 
no longer bear persecution 

inflicted on you due to your 
country’s poor governance, 
then you must still not rebel 
— rather migrate to where 
you can live peacefully. 

This is how much loyalty 
you must have to your own 
nation. Rather than resort to 
physical violence, gravitate 
towards peaceful means. 

To say you have love for 
your nation is one thing. But 
to go out there and truly be 
a part of your community 
is another. To participate 
in all the patriotic events, 
give back to those who have 
served, and to truly be proud 
of what your country has 
achieved is what it means to 
be loyal to one’s nation.

Suman Mahmood
Queens Village

RORY LANCMAN
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Why didn’t the American 
men’s soccer team make it to 
the World Cup? Simple: Because 
kids in America grow up play-
ing soccer in shoes.

Oh, that’s not the whole an-
swer, of course. But after liter-
ally decades of coaching youth 
soccer, Carlo Celli and Nathan 
Richardson (language profes-
sors by day) had a revelation. It 
came on a morning when they 
were about to put some talented 
9-year-old boys through the usu-
al drills.

But that day a couple of the 
boys happened to bring along 
their kid sisters. Another one 
had a friend with him who 
hadn’t played soccer before. 
The coaches’ plans went out the 

window. Instead, they threw up 
their hands and told the kids, 
OK, just play.

They thought it would be a 
wasted session. Instead, it was 
Edison flipping a switch. 

The kids did “just play.” 
And in amazement, the coaches 
watched them becoming more 
creative in their moves than 
ever before. They were concen-
trating better. They were ener-
gized and excited. And when the 
hour was up, they didn’t want to 
leave. It was difference between 
practicing scales and jamming 
with friends.

That morning changed ev-
erything, as the coaches write in 
their new book, “Shoeless Soc-
cer: Fixing the System and Win-
ning the World Cup.” After a few 
of these free-form sessions, “we 
no longer needed to set up goals 
or even pick teams,” they write. 
“The kids arrived, organized 
themselves, and started to play 
and create their own games. A 
couple of parents stood to the 
side, in case we were needed, 
which rarely occurred.”

Celli realized that he should 
never spend “another minute 
lecturing the kids about strate-
gies or running drills. As coach, 
I should let the kids play.”

His goal was not just to see 
kids have more fun. He’s a coach, 
after all. He believes in the 
game, not just messing around. 
But through fun, the kids were 
getting the lessons he couldn’t 
teach them formally. “As the 
kids were left alone, the quality 
of play actually increased.”

I spoke to Celli from his sum-
mer home in Italy last week. 
He grew up bouncing between 
there and the United States. 

“When it comes down to it, 
I’m still that kid playing soccer 
in the street with my friends,” 
he said. “That’s where I really 
learned all I know about the 
game.”

Playing on asphalt or a patch 
of scratchy grass, far from any 
parent or coach, is how most of 
the world’s kids start playing 
soccer. But in America, Celli 
has seen the rise of what he calls 
the soccer-industrial complex. 

At age 3 or 4 or 5, kids are al-
ready in a league. As they grow 
older, the distances grow, too. 

What they’re actually learn-
ing, he said, is how to sit in the 
car.

In many American youth 
soccer leagues, he said, the price 
tag can reach $700 for a season. 
There are the uniforms to buy. 
The shin guards. The trophies. 
The team photos. The member-
ship fees. And then there are the 
shoes, which Celli and Richard-
son have come to distrust.

“Pele learned to play bare-
foot. His name was ‘The Shoe-
less One,’” said Celli. Not that he 
really expects kids to ditch their 
shoes, but when you are bare-
foot and kick the ball with your 
toe, you don’t keep doing that for 
long, because it hurts. It’s basi-
cally stubbing your toe. Instead, 
you instinctively learn to kick 
the ball correctly.

But the less-is-more approach 
teaches kids skills that they can 
take off the field, too, like leader-
ship, and self-control. 

“If you have a referee, it kind 

of makes people think, ‘The 
game will be controlled. I don’t 
really have to behave myself,’ ” 
said Celli.

When the kids have to de-
cide among themselves whether 
someone fouled, they become 
the adults.

Organized soccer is also 
strictly stratified by age, which 
makes no sense. 

“When you’re a kid, you nat-
urally admire someone who’s 
two years older than you. The 
adults are like aliens.” 

In a gaggle of neighborhood 
friends, the younger kids copy 
the older ones. It’s a lot easier to 
try to keep up with a friend than 
to concentrate on a lesson.  

Even in Italy, Celli fears the 
old, free-form, spontaneous 
street soccer disappearing. 

“I went back to my elemen-
tary school and we saw all these 
after-school programs for kids,” 
he said. They’re run by adults. 
The kids are wearing shoes. 

Watch out, Italy. When 
America goes shoeless, we’re 
coming for the Cup.

How to win at soccer without really trying
COLUMNS

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#29837
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 CHEVY CRUZE
$8,500$7,995 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246923k miles, Stk#32703
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'13 HONDA CIVIC

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$14,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

ENJOY THE AMAZING SUMME
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/13/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

$12,500BUY 
FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M41946
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP PATRIOT
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#33411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHRYSLER T&C
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA

ER DEALS AT MAJOR WORLD
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FOREST HILLS' NEW 

PPOT SHOP 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Patients need a medical marijuana ID card issued by the state in order to shop at 
Curaleaf. A receptionist is seen here returning the card to a customer who was 
among the first to arrive Tuesday, the store's opening day. 

The dispensery is the second of its kind in Queens, where an estimated 3,000 
people have state-issued medical marijuana ID cards.

The marijuana is sold in three forms: 
(from l. - r.) liquid - which is applied with 
an dropper to the tongue - capsules, 
and as a vape. Prices range from $50-
$115 per package.

An aura of mystery, and a bit of sin, hang over the idea of a store that sells 
medical marijuana. But the first dispensary of legal marijuana in Forest Hills — 
located at 107-18 70th Road — quietly opened this week with little fanfare and 
an all-business look of a neighborhood walk-in clinic.              
          Photos by Michael Shain
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 13–19, 201830    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

(From l. to r.) In Gantry Plaza State Park, the good spots were snatched up early in the day — which meant there was time to kill before the show began. Police estimate 
more than two million people crowd both sides of the East River to watch the fireworks each year. The NYPD’s Emergency Service Unit has some help this year protecting 
the crowds at the fireworks.  Photos by Julius Constantine Motal and Bruce Adler

ROCKETS 
RED GLARE

'
MILLIONS ENJOY MACY’S INDEPENDENCE DAY FIREWORKS BONANZA

A realistic replica of the Statue 
of Liberty's torch greets VIPs at 
a spot along the river reserved 
for invited guests. 
 Photo by Bruce Adler
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QUEENS
AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Do you know an immigrant in Queens
who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our third Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

Name of nominee: ______________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: _________________Phone: _________________ Email: ______________________

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in October 2018. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 
Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Imagine what legendary artist 

and “Queens boy” Paul Simon must 

be thinking as he prepares for his 

historic farewell concert at Flush-

ing Meadows Corona Park and the 

final performance of his “Home-

ward Bound” tour, set for Septem-

ber 22. 

What an emotional time it must 

be for the singer and songwriter. 

After all, that location is just a 

stone’s throw from where he grew 

up and isn’t far from Forest Hills 

High School and Queens College, 

his alma maters.

It seems like destiny. Simon 

came of age singing and playing 

the guitar in his family’s modest 

Kew Gardens Hills home in the 

‘50s. And, as fate would have it, he 

happened to live next to his soon to 

be friend, Art Garfunkel, who also 

had a good voice. As teens, the two 

started a duo called Tom and Jerry, 

singing doo wop. 

After Simon and Garfunkel con-

tinued to connect musically and 

professionally, they took their show 

on the road and folks everywhere 

couldn’t get enough of their sound. 

After a while, Simon went solo. 

There was no stopping him. The 

beloved singer and performer was 

worshipped by millions of music 

lovers and his iconic songs have 

been described as some of the most 

important ones written by any art-

ist during the rock era.

It seemed as if the music gods 

had smiled down upon this dy-

namic star. He possessed a rare 

sense of poetry and was inducted 

into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 

twice after winning 16 Grammys, 

three of those for Album of the 

Year. His unforgettable “Bridge 

Over Troubled Water,” sold an es-

timated 25 million copies world-

wide. “Graceland” sold an estimat-

ed 14 million. 

Fast forward 50-plus years and 

“Homeward Bound - The Farewell 

Performance” will be a celebra-

tion of a renowned touring career 

that began in the 1960s. As Simon 

looks back at his amazing musical 

achievements, perhaps with a tear 

in his eye, is he feeling a sense of 

sadness, now that this awesome 

journey is coming to an end, as well 

as a sense of excitement as he gets 

ready to return to the place where 

it all began? 

No doubt, his final ‘so long’ will 

be shared by thousands who have 

loved his music from the start. 

FINAL 
SHOW

PAUL SIMON will wrap up 
historic farewell concert

at Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park

THE 

Simon and his band will bring to the stage a memorable, career-
spanning repertoire of timeless hits and classics, as well as a unique 
selection of songs the artist has chosen for this special show. 
 Photo by Lester Cohen
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BY MERLE EXIT

Dreaming the impos-
sible dream came true 
when a perfect show be-
came a Broadway-qual-
ity reality for Maggie’s 
Little Theatre. 

Sunday’s perfor-
mance of “Man of La 
Mancha” was by far one 
of the best I have ever 
seen when it comes to 
community theatre. It 
couldn’t have been bet-
ter for me, but audiences 
still have another week-
end to experience the 
triumph. 

Stage Director Bill Lo-
gan and Musical Director 
Paul L. Johnson led the 
production, with music 
by Mitch Leigh, lyrics by 
Joe Darion and book by 
Dale Wasserman.

The plot centers on ag-
ing Miguel de Cervantes, 
a failure in his varied 
careers as playwright, 
poet and tax collector, as 

he enters a dungeon in 
Seville awaiting trial by 
the Spanish Inquisition. 
He is with his servant 
and accused of an offense 
against the Church. A 
mock trial will decide if 
he is guilty and, if so, he 
will lose his possessions, 
including a manuscript. 
His offense is offered in 
the form of a play, as he 
transforms himself from 
Cervantes to Don Quix-
ote de La Mancha. In do-
ing so, each of the cast 
has two roles, one as the 
prisoner, the other as a 
character in his play.  

Quixote (Mark Dunn) 
and his “squire,” Sancho 
Panza (Joe Paciullo), are 
set out to restore the age of 
chivalry, battle evil, and 
right all wrongs. Quixote 
perceives a windmill for 
a four-armed giant, los-
ing the battle with his 
sword. He decides that he 
must properly be dubbed 
a knight, blaming his 

shortcomings on his ene-
my, the Dark Enchanter. 

A roadside inn is now 
perceived as a castle, in 
which the male patrons 
are harassing Aldonza 
(Jenna Kantor), the inn’s 
serving girl and part-
time prostitute. Quixote 
sees Aldonza, believing 
her to be the Lady Dulcin-
ea, to whom he has sworn 
eternal loyalty. Aldonza, 
who is accustomed to 
cruelty, is both confused 
and angered by Quixote’s 
refusal to perceive her as 
she really is.

Meanwhile, Quixote’s 
niece, Antonia (Julian 
Smith), seeks advice 
from the local priest (Da-
vid Friedman) singing, 
“I’m Only Thinking of 
Him.” Antonia’s fiancé, 
Dr. Carrasco (Rich Feld-
man), sets out to end this 
embarrassment by bring-
ing Quixote back home.

Back at the inn, Al-
donza asks Sancho why 

he follows Quixote, and 
he explains, “I Really 
Like Him.” Alone, Al-
donza ponders Quixote’s 
behavior. In the court-
yard, the men once again 
taunt her with a sugges-
tive song “Little Bird, 
Little Bird.”

Quixote snatches the 
basin, believing it to be 
the “Golden Helmet of 
Mambrino,” which will 
make him invulner-
able. The priest wonders 
whether the Quixote re-
ally needs curing.

Quixote asks the 
innkeeper to dub him a 
knight and the innkeep-
er agrees. Aldonza, on 
her way to meet Pedro, 
encounters Quixote in 
the courtyard, question-
ing him on his unfound-
ed ways. This is where 
we first hear Quixote 
sing “The Impossible 
Dream.”  

In the end, the In-
quisition enters to take 

Cervantes to his trial as 
the prisoners find him 
not guilty and return 
the manuscript. As Cer-
vantes and his servant 
climb the staircase to go 

to their trial, the prison-
ers, led by the woman 
who portrays Dulcinea, 
sing “The Impossible 
Dream.”

'Man of La Mancha' impresses
 at Maggie's Little Theatre

It's not too late to catch a performance of “Man of La 
Mancha,” which will continue its run at Maggie's Little 
Theatre in Middle Village this weekend. 
 Photo by Annmarie Gillespie

Continued on Page 36

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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Answers in Sports

For more Theater Listings,
visit us at: TIMESLEDGER.COM

Man of La Mancha — Miguel de Cervantes, 
a failure in his varied careers as playwright, 
poet and tax collector, enters a dungeon 
in Seville awaiting trial by the Spanish 
Inquisition. A mock trial will decide if he is 
guilty and, if so, he will lose his possessions.
When: Friday, July 13, and Saturday, July 14, 
at 8 p.m.
Where: Maggie’s Little Theatre
Cost: $20 for adults’ $17 for seniors and 
children ages 11 and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389

The Big Wolf — This modern day fairy tale, 
starring classic characters from “The Three 
Bears” and “Little Red Riding Hood,” fi nds 
Baby Bear and his friend Goldilocks making 
it their mission to help change the Big Bad 
Wolf into good. 
When: Wednesday, July 18, from 10:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.
Where: Buz O’ Rourke Playground

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Aladdin — Enjoy all your favorite characters 
— Aladdin, Jasmine, Iago, Jafar, the Genie, 
and more — in this musical adventure fi lled 
with magic, mayhem, and fl ying carpet rides.
When: Wednesday, July 18, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Highland Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100 

Period — In “Period,” Chris Schlichting’s 
prolifi c, obsessive movement generation 
dispenses with preciousness and patterns to 
hammer out a Rosetta Stone to leave behind 
for the next, better world.
When: Friday, July 20, and Saturday, July 21, 
at 8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 13-19, 2018

By Pete Canty

Elementary Symbolism
Across
1. Squeaky ____
6. Hera's mother
10. Price
14. Back in?
15. "___ Lang 
Syne"
16. Chip in?
17. From the top
18. Prefix with 
China
19. Half a train 
track
20. Au + digit
22. Congressional 
vote subject
23. Pop-ups, e.g.
24. Gives the news
26. Natural 
environments
31. ___ Diego
32. Banned apple 
spray
33. Wolf's sound
35. Snake skin unit
39. New Mexico 
athlete
40. Sandwich 
cookies
42. Elevator man
43. Minute
45. Tuna or turkey 
follower
46. Yeats or Keats
47. Deface
49. Egg-laying 
mammal
51. Nike, e.g.
55. Ill temper
56. Amos or 

Spelling
57. Cu + noggin
63. Course
64. French bread?
65. Mathematical
comparison
66. To be, in 
ancient Rome
67. Subway station
68. Long-armed 
ape
69. Hammer part
70. Wraps (up)
71. Takes 5

Down
1. Mountain 
climber's 
challenge
2. Block maker
3. Footnote abbr.

4. Rainless
5. Like a dieter's 
yogurt
6. Frequent 
tropical event
7. Like some juries
8. Church officer
9. Idolizes
10. C + ape
11. Broadcasting
12. Circus prop
13. Rats
21. Montana 
neighbor
25. Mas' mates
26. Sentry's cry
27. Lotion additive
28. Slugger Ruth
29. Fe + 
inaugural
30. 2004 World 

Series, e.g.
34. Treats on 
sticks
36. Sitting on
37. In ___ of
38. Ballpark figs.
41. Look too long
44. Tibetan beast
48. Break
50. Intense fear
51. Throat problem
52. Rope loop
53. Take off the 
board, say
54. Course
58. Ship's front
59. Tortoise racer
60. J.F.K. postings
61. "If it ___ 
broke ..."
62. Hounds, e.g.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

B-PLUS
H E A P S B A R B P A R
U N T I E A B O O P O N Y
B A T T E R S B O X E R T E
E M I T I T O S A R T I
R O L E B E T T E R H A L F
T R A D E L I A B L E

L A B A T T P L E B
T E A M S O F H O R S E S

B R A U T A L E N T
R A S S L E E R I C S
B I T T E R P I L L A D A M

L E E S O S A Y M E R E
H E R R B U T T E R B A L L
E R L E S C O T A L L O T
P S Y S H O E T E S T S

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Star Wars The Last Jedi — 
Rey learns the ways of the 
Force from Luke Skywalker, 
and develops a telepathic 
bond with Kylo Ren, who is 
struggling to master the Dark 
Side. Meanwhile, Stormtrooper-
turned-Resistance fi ghter Finn 
goes on a risky mission behind 
enemy lines.
When: Friday, July 13, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Where: Crocheron Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Coco — A boy journeys into 
the Land of the Dead to 
seek forgiveness from his 
ancestors and lift a curse.
When: Tuesday, July 17, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Grover Cleveland Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 

Wonder Woman — An 
Amazon princess leaves her 
island home and journeys 
to the outside world, which 
is being consumed by a 
massive war. With the help of 
an American pilot, she works 
to put an end to the confl ict.
When: Wednesday, July 18, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Unisphere at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Sleepless in Seattle — A 
recently widowed man’s son 
calls a radio talk-show in an 
attempt to fi nd his father a 
partner.
When: Thursday, July 12=9, 
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Where: Hunter’s Point South 
Park

Cost: Free
Contact: casey@
hunterspointparks.org

EVENTS

LIC Henge — Stop by for 
that unique time when the 
sun aligns perfectly with the 
east/west grid of Manhattan 
as it sets at one of the best 
viewing sites in the city.
When: Friday, July 13, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Hunter’s Point South 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: casey@
hunterspointparks.org

Rockaway Beach Live and 
Local — Stop by the festival 

for music, arts, culture, and 
yoga.
When: Saturday, July 14, 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Beach 94th Street, 
off Shorefront Parkway
Cost: Free
Contact: (516) 509-8957

Bayswater Water Festival 
— Join NYC Parks and 
City Councilman Donovan 
Richards for an afternoon of 
water slides, face painting 
and summer fun. Come for 
the free popcorn and other 
treats.
When: Saturday, July 14, 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Bay 32nd Street and 
Beach Channel Drive
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 318-4001

Skatz the Clown — Skatz 
the Clown has been bringing 
the funny to audiences for 
nearly two decades. His 
confusing style of clown 
comedy is guaranteed to 
bring out the inner child in 
everyone. Combining magic 
and clownery, Skatz makes 
everyone laugh out loud 
while also leaving them in 
amazement!
When: Saturday, July 14, at 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Forest Park Carousel 
Amusement Village
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Dunn and Kantor 
stand out the most with 
their great acting and 
outstanding vocals. Each 
member of the cast gave 
such professional perfor-
mances.

Johnson’s musical 
direction hit the tops on 

this one by providing 
a variety of musicians 
that include: piano, flute, 
clarinet, bass clarinet, 
trumpet, French horn, 
trombone, guitar, bass, 
drums and percussion. 
Volume did not interfere 
with hearing the cast’s 
voices. 

Kudos also has to go 
to the direction of Bill 
Logan.

“Man of La Mancha” 
will continue its run at 
Maggie’s Little Theatre 
— located at 66-05 79th 
Place in Middle Vil-
lage —  with two shows 
planned for this week-
end. Tickets are avail-
able for Friday’s show 
at 8 p.m. and Saturday’s 
8 p.m. 

For tickets call (917) 
579-5389.

Continued from Page 34 

Maggie’s

Continued on Page 40
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

At least he didn’t lose 
his virginity at 40!

Queens native Brian 
Schiller is a veteran of 
stand-up comedy who has 
lived in New York and 
Los Angeles for the du-
ration of his career. And 
he has no qualms about 
telling everyone he meets 
— well, almost everyone 
— about something that 
most people would consid-
er private and personal: 
“How I Lost My Virginity 
at 29 & Other Embarrass-
ing Tales.” 

It’s what he calls his 
tell-all, one-man stand-
up comedy show, which 
is making its New York 
City debut next week at 
Q.E.D. in Astoria  — lo-
cated at 27-16 23rd Ave.

So, if you’re feeling 
in the mood for a multi-
layered, no holds barred, 
laugh-filled evening, 
grab your tickets now for 
the July 18 special edi-

tion of “My First Time: A 
Stand-Up & Storytelling 
Show,” presented by co-
median and host, Angela 
Cobb (Sirius XM Radio/
BET), a former Astoria 
resident. The show starts 
at 9 p.m. and there is a 
$10 cover charge. 

Be warned: You’re 
probably going to blush 
when Schiller shares 
juicy details about his 
private journey of self-
discovery as it relates to 
his social and sexual de-
velopment. Get ready for 
a show that is unapolo-
getically chock-full of 
TMI, as the comic takes 
you through this com-
ing-of-age story, sharing 
a slew of awkward expe-
riences and unexpected 
revelations. 

The comic grew up 
in Rosedale. He calls his 
comedy style “autobio-
graphical,” and believes 
his personal story is hu-
morous because “even if 
people haven’t had the 

same exact experience(s), 
they can relate to the 
universal qualities of the 
experience.”

While he has many 
fond memories from his 
younger days spent in 
Queens, it’s apparent 
from his jokes that life 
hasn’t always treated 
him kindly.

“Back then, Little 
League was a big part of 
my life. I loved playing 
sports out on the streets 
year-round and the block 
parties were always 
fun,” Schiller said. “But 
it wasn’t great all the 
time, however, and this 
show is actually about 
a serious incident that 
happened there when I 
was a kid and how it im-
pacted my life.”

Since 2013, the roaming 
comic has performed his 
show over 130 times to au-
diences all over the United 
States and Canada. 

“This show at QED 
is a kind of homecom-

ing for me as I’ve lived 
around the country for 
many years,” said Schil-
ler, who has an entire 
week of shows coming up 
at the Creek and the Cave 
in Long Island City from 
Aug. 7 through Aug. 11.

“I love that I can mix 
edgy comedy with a se-
rious subject and some-
times, even help people,” 
he said. “Most audience 
members are there to 
laugh and hear a pretty 
wild story, but I’ve also 
had adults and college 
students alike, who have 
dealt with abuse issues, 
come up to me afterwards 
and tell me that the show 
resonated with them, 
and in some cases even 
inspired them to be pro-
active in terms of seek-
ing help. Ultimately, it’s a 
life affirming show.”

Talking about his fa-
vorite funny people, the 
comic mentioned several 
but said John Turturro, 
a former Rosedale resi-

dent, was his favorite co-
medic actor.

Five years ago, follow-
ing the deaths of his par-
ents and brother, Schil-
ler entered grief therapy 
and began writing “How 
I Lost My Virginity at 29 
and Other Embarrass-
ing Tales.” The stand-up 
memoir is dedicated to 
their memories and it 
also served as an emo-
tional outlet for dealing 

with his loss, while the 
humor helped him heal. 

One joke goes like 
this: “My brother’s death 
was incredibly sad. But 
at least the Shiva at 
his funeral had some 
funny moments. A Jew-
ish Shiva is similar to 
a Christian wake, but it 
typically lasts for seven 
days, during which fam-
ily members gather in 

Funny man comes home
Rosedale comedian debuts stand-up act at Q.E.D. in Astoria

Veteran stand-up comedian Brian Schiller will be performing 
at Q.E.D in Astoria next week. Courtesy of Sheri Mazeregos

Continued on Page 40
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BY TEQUILA MINSKY

The City Parks Foun-
dation SummerStage 
commenced a concert se-
ries July 5 in Springfield 
Park, where some music 
lovers relaxed on their 
lawn chairs, while oth-
ers listened and danced 
along during the perfor-
mances on a thick carpet 
of grass. 

On a perfect summer 
evening, DJ Hard Hit-
ting Harry warmed up 
the crowd spinning Hai-
tian racine “roots” mu-
sic, the amplified sounds 
drifting over the streets 
of Springfield Gardens. 
People came from all 
over the city — includ-
ing Queens, Brooklyn 
and Manhattan -- to en-
joy a night of music in 
the park. The traditional 
and adapted Haitian 
rhythms and melodies 
engaged the diverse 
crowd.

Playing Haitian, Afro-
roots, and blues, singer 
and multi-instrumental-
ist Paul Beaubrun and 
his local band opened the 
evening. 

The featured band, 
RAM — a nine-piece en-
semble — traveled from 
Haiti to begin their own 
summer 2018 tour with 
the Springfield Park per-
formance.  

Ancient folkloric poly-
rhythms intertwined 
harmoniously with 
punk-rock guitar riffs 
— an influence from the 
band’s founders’ East Vil-
lage days — and swing-
ing Caribbean keyboard 
melodies combined for a 
unique sound. 

RAM is named from 
the initials of founder 
Richard A. Morse who, 
with Lunise Morse — 
the lead singer, dancer 
and Morse’s wife — per-
formed new songs as well 
as leading the audience 
while they danced and 
sang to favorites. 

Decked all in white, 
Lunise mesmerized the 
crowd.

The band’s tour is 
also part of the launch 
for their latest album, 

“RAM 7 August 1791,” 
the group’s seventh first 
in over a decade.

They harnessed all 
the elements that came 

together and led to the 
country’s unprecedented 
founding: the African 
and the Creole, the rural 
and the urban, the Chris-

tian and the vodou, and 
the traditional and the 
exploratory. Two of the 
band’s musicians play 
vaksins, the distinctive 
multiple one-tone horns 
performed in street and 
carnival processions.

Musician and musi-
cologist Ned Sublette, 
who’s been attending 
gigs since Morse started 
performing in the United 
States a good 24 years 
ago, was among those in 
attendance.

“RAM is a unique 
band, in Haiti and the 
world. Simply unique,” 
he said.

If you missed the 
Springfield Park series, 
not to worry. The City 

Parks Foundation Sum-
merStage series contin-
ues with another Queens 
series — from July 12 to 
July 15 in Queensbridge 
Park, located on Vernon 
Boulevard in Long Is-
land City.

Two Colombian 
groups, Systems Solar 
and Very Be Careful, are 
slated to perform July 12, 
while the Calpull Mexi-
can Dance Company was 
scheduled to take the 
stage Friday night from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Rising R&B star Ro 
James will perform Sat-
urday following a the-
atrical performance of 
“The Big Good Wolf” by 
the CityParks Puppet-
Mobile.

Several artists were 
on the ledger to perform 
Sunday from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m., including Jungle 
Brothers and Friends, 
O.C., and Kool DJ Red 
Alert, with special guests 
DJ Kool Flash and more. 

SummerStage also 
has upcoming events in 
Central Park and other 
parks throughout New 
York City.

Lead singer and RAM founder Richard Morse rallies the 
crowd.

Early arrivals relax on the 
grass and enjoy the first set 
of the concert.

DJ Hard Hitting Harry plays 
some racine/roots music and 
gives a shoutout to his Haitian 
countrymen and women 
during his performance at 
Springfield Park.

Lead singer Lunise Morse 
mesmerizes the crowd 
with her emotional 
performance. 
 Photos by Tequila Minsky
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
July 19, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for 
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 cash per person

Come meet our 
amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our 

historic mansion and taste 
the wonderful cuisine

the chef and his culinary staff
have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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the home of the deceased. But since 
we’re a Reform family, we just did it 
by Skype.”

For more laughs, bring your 
friends and spend an evening at 
Q.E.D. each month with Cobb, who 
hosts her innovative comedy experi-
ence, “My First Time: A Stand-Up & 
Storytelling Show.”  

The comic has performed at The 
Standing Room and The Creek and 
the Cave in Long Island City, and like 
Schiller, is very autobiographical in 
her stand-up routines as she shares her 
own unique take on life with stories 
that capture the audience’s attention.

Along with several other talented 
comedians, both she and Schiller are 
helping to transform Q.E.D. into one 
of Queens’ coolest laughspots, and As-
toria into a comedy destination. 

“My comedy is inspired primarily 
by my real-life experiences. I feel that 
is the style where I can be most hon-
est, genuine, and articulate,” Cobb 
said. “My comedy is funny, I think, 
because I do share so much of my 
personal experiences on stage, and 
people find that very relatable, even if 
a lot of what I am joking about may be 
unique to me. I think audiences like 
the sense of connection they feel with 
me while I’m on stage, too.

Here’s a dark but funny joke: “I 
struggle with depression. I was talk-
ing to my mom about this recently 

and I was like: ‘Ma, have you ever 
been suicidal?’ And without missing 
a beat she just goes: ‘No, Angela, but 
I’ve been homicidal many times.’ And 
I was like: ‘Wow, my mom’s such a 
giver.’”

This funny gal’s comedy influenc-
es weren’t stand-ups. She said her big-
gest heroes and favorite comics are 
Mel Brooks, The Three Stooges, and 
Marty Feldman, who have informed 
a lot of what she does. Surprisingly, 
she even saw The Beatles as a comedy 
influence.

“I just love having the opportunity 
to get on stage and make people laugh. 
I also like the amount of confidence 
and empathy comedy has given me, 
as well as the amazing people I have 
met from doing it,” she said.
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Angela Cobb is the host and emcee for 
comic Brian Schiller’s stand-up show. 
 Photo by Phil Provencio

Saturday Night Alive: Bat 
Exploration — Experience 
the lake like never before 
with evening adventures 
featuring fi sh, bats, 
nocturnal creatures, and 
more!
When: Saturday, July 14, 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Oakland Lake - 46th 
Avenue and Cloverdale 
Boulevard
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Cido the Clown — Having 
entertained children for over 
15 years, Cido is a member of 
the World Clown Association 
and Clowns of America 
International. From his red 
nose to his big feet, Cido is 
a professional clown to the 
fullest. This clown magic 
show is sure to be fun for all.
When: Sunday, July 15, at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676

The Lunatix — Enjoy this 
classic rock n’ roll show.
When: Sunday, July 15, from 
2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Music in the Garden: 
Funky Dawgz Brass Band 
— Groove along to the 
Funky Dawgz Brass Band 
as they play a contagious 
upbeat mix of traditional 
New Orleans R&B, hip hop, 
funk, and today’s hits with a 
brass twist.
When: Sunday, July 15, from 
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden
Cost: Free with Garden 
Admission; $6 for adults; 
$4 for senior ages 62 and 
students with ID; $2 for 
children ages 4 to 12; free for 
members and children ages 3 
and under
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Summer Sports 
Experience: Fundamentals 
of Softball — Summer 
Sports Experience is an 
instructional youth program 
that teaches sports skills. 
It is a drop-in program, so 
participants can stop by for 
one or more sessions, but 
kids who stay for the whole 
program will get the most 
benefi t from it. Registration 
is recommended. 
Recommended for children 

ages 8-14. 
When: Monday, July 16, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Playground for 
All Children in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Nature Nick’s Animal 
Adventure — Join Nature 
Nick, New York’s favorite 
zoologist, for a fast-paced 
and originally-scripted show 
featuring exotic wildlife 
from all corners of the 
world. The show may feature 
monkeys, birds of prey, and a 
kangaroo. 
When: Tuesday, July 17, at 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Zoo Picnic Area
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

2018 Waterfront Concert 
Series: Doo Wop The 
Devotions — Central 
Astoria is proud to bring 
The Devotions, a group 
of Doo Wop musical 
wonders that has thrilled 
six decades of listeners, 
to Astoria Park for a free 
concert.
When: Thursday, July 19, 
from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
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Simon’s band will 
bring to the stage a mem-
orable, career-spanning 
repertoire of timeless 
hits and classics, as well 
as a unique selection of 
songs the artist has cho-
sen for this once-in-a-
lifetime show. 

This performance 
will be the first major 
concert event at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park in 
decades.

“Queens adores the 
fact that Paul Simon has 
chosen to come home for 
the final concert of his 
Farewell Tour. As a life-
long fan, I am absolutely 
thrilled,” Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz said. “The news, 
however, is bittersweet. 
The city of New York 
could have – and should 
have – turned this long-
anticipated homecoming 
of Paul Simon into a free 
concert for all in the park, 
not limited to those who 
can afford to pay concert 
ticket prices at the ex-
pense of the surrounding 
community. In fairness 

to all New Yorkers, the 
city should figure out a 
way to make this historic 
performance free and ac-
cessible to everyone.”

As of this writing, 
there is no word yet on 
that, according to Katz’s 
office.

Katz previously out-
lined her concerns and 
the need for the city to 
develop a consistent pol-
icy and selection process 
for applications from for-
profit companies to run 
paid admission events 
in our public parks, in a 
couple of media outlets. 

“Everybody knows 
Paul Simon’s music. He 
is a local product as some 
of his songs, such as ‘Me 
and Julio Down by the 
Schoolyard,’ reflect. So, 
it’s simply fantastic that 
he is returning to his 
home borough for the 
final concert of his illus-
trious career,” said Rob 
MacKay, director of tour-
ism at Queens Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion. “The salmon has 
swum upstream, and I 
hope residents flock to his 
show and treat him with 
tremendous respect.”

Even Mayor Bill de 

Blasio weighed in.
“When Paul Simon 

sings ‘Homeward Bound’ 
there’s no doubt he means 
New York City,” he said 
on Twitter June 20. “Join 
us in welcoming the leg-
endary songwriter home 
to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park for the final 
performance of his fare-
well tour!”

The event is produced 
by The Bowery Presents 
and Madison House Pres-
ents, New York City’s 
premier concert produc-
ers. The artist will be do-
nating all personal net-
proceeds from the event 
to a previously-selected 
cause, which will be an-
nounced at a later date.

“In summer, there’s 

no better place to enjoy 
live music than outdoors 
in a city park, and what 
a night this will be,”  
said city Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell J. Silver. 
“Thank you, Paul.”

Upon the announce-
ment of his Farewell 
Tour this past February, 
Simon wrote the follow-
ing letter to his fans: 

“I’ve often wondered 
what it would feel like 
to reach the point where 
I’d consider bringing my 
performing career to a 
natural end. Now I know: 
it feels a little unsettling, 
a touch exhilarating, and 
something of a relief.

“I love making music, 
my voice is still strong, 
and my band is a tight, 
extraordinary group of 
gifted musicians. I think 
about music constantly. 
Sadly, we lost our lead 
guitarist and my friend of 
30 years, Vincent N’guini, 
who died last December. 
His loss is not the only 
reason I’ve decided to 
stop touring, but it is a 
contributing factor. Most-
ly, though, I feel the travel 
and time away from my 
wife and family takes a 
toll that detracts from the 

joy of playing. I’d like to 
leave with a big Thank 
You to the many folks 
around the world who’ve 
come out to watch me play 
over the last 50 years.

“After this coming 
tour, I anticipate doing the 
occasional performance 
in a (hopefully) acousti-
cally pristine hall, and to 
donate those earnings to 
various philanthropic or-
ganizations, particularly 
those whose objective is 
to save the planet, ecolog-
ically. Once again, I am 
very grateful for a fulfill-
ing career and, of course, 
most of all to the audienc-
es who heard something 
in my music that touched 
their hearts.

“It seems more like 
fate than coincidence 
that I should do the final 
show on this final tour at 
Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park. I could have rid-
den my bike from home to 
the park in about 20 min-
utes, when I was a kid. 
But this is less a goodbye 
than a farewell. Thank 
you all for the ride, I had 
a great time.”

For tickets, visit  www.
axs.com/events/356590/
paul-simon-tickets .

Continued from Page 33 

Simon

Legendary songwriter, recording artist and performer Paul 
Simon, a Queens native, will be coming home to perform 
the final concert of his Farewell Tour at Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. Photo by Lester Cohen
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

On the lawn of the King Manor Museum in Jamaica, “Franee the Clown” starts the show for the annual Arts in 
The Park Summer Program.  Photo by Nat Valentine

All 12 members of the Queens City Council delgation have a rare 
lunch together to talk about borough politics and issues. Thanks to 
Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz for tweeting this shot.  Twitter

Spanish-speaking transgender protesters are making themselves known in Jackson 
Heights. This unpublicized march through the neighborhood last week decried violence 
against transgender people. The large sign in Spanish reads: “Transphobia kills.”  Twitter

City Councilman Francisco Moya (c.) cuts the ribbon with Borough President Melinda Katz 
and state Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry for his new district office in Corona.    Twitter

C4Q, the Google-backed nonprofit that teaches low-income people how to code, honors its latest 
class of coders during commencement at the Museum of the Moving Image.  Courtesy of C4Q

The first of seven outdoor concerts sponsored by Borough President Medlinda Katz rocked out in 
the Rockaways over the weekend with Alive ‘N’ Kickin, a ‘60s cover band.  Photo by Bruce Adler
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ing  and becoming the 
first Asian-American 
to be elected to the 
body.  He was chairman 
of the Council’s Trans-
portation Committee, 
where he held the MTA 
executives’ feet to the 
fire over poor service 
and fare hikes.

As a councilman, he 
was able to secure mil-
lions of dollars in fund-
ing for schools, librar-
ies, youth programs and 

senior citizen centers.
Part of his weak 

showing in the 2014 
Democratic mayoral 
primary stemmed from 
a campaign scandal 
dating back to 2009, 
when his ex-campaign 
treasurer Jia Hou and 
fund-raiser Xing Wu 
Pan were convicted of 
using straw donors, or 
people who illegally 
use another person’s 
money to make politi-
cal contributions in 
their own name. Liu 
was investigated but 
never charged.

Liu, now a Flushing 

resident, was born in 
Taiwan and moved to 
New York when he was 
5 years old. He gradu-
ated from Bronx High 
School before attending 
Binghamton University, 
where he earned a de-
gree in Mathematical 
Physics. He currently 
teaches Masters pro-
grams in municipal fi-
nance and public policy 
at Columbia University.

Reach Steven Good-
stein by e-mail at sgood-
stein@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

lican with a wall.”
Braunstein, who ran 

unopposed in 2016 in 
both the primary and 
general election, has 
been District 26’s assem-
blyman since 2011. As an 
incumbent, he has been 
largely unchallenged.

Bressler officially 
announced that he was 

going to run against 
Braunstein at the 
Queens Village Republi-
can Club’s Lincoln Din-
ner March 18.  The gen-
eral election is Nov. 6.

A lifelong Queens 
resident, Bressler grad-
uated from Bayside 
High School. He has 
lived  in Bay Terrace 
since 1994.

Bressler was until 
recently the president 
of the Bay Club’s board 
of managers, of which 

he is still a member. The 
Bay Club is a gated com-
munity near the Bay 
Terrace Shopping Cen-
ter which houses 2,400 
residents.

“I’m running in this 
election to challenge 
Braunstein on a politi-
cal level, not a personal 
level,” Bressler said. 
“I’ve met him a few 
times - he’s a gentleman, 
a family man, but I don’t 
agree with his policies 
as an assemblyman.”

tween the Long Island Expressway 
and LaGuardia Airport: 108th Street 
and the Horace Harding Expressway, 
108th and 43rd Avenue, Ditmars Boule-
vard and 31st Drive, Ditmars and 100th 
Street, and the LaGuardia Airport 
Maintenance Yard.

The work focused on raising and 
lengthening the weirs that direct the 
wastewater to the Bowery Bay Waste-
water Treatment Plant. By directing 
additional wastewater to the treatment 
facility, the project has reduced sewer 
overflows into Flushing Bay by 225 
million gallons annually. 

The long-blighted Flushing Bay is 
one of the city’s most precious water-
ways,” said Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria), chair of the 
City Council Committee on Environ-
mental Protection. “Rebuilding our 
ecosystems doesn’t just reopen areas 
of Flushing Bay to the public, it makes 
all of New York City more sustainable 
for the future. 

The sewer optimization, environ-
mental dredging, wetland construc-
tion and green infrastructure projects 
are part of agreements between the 
DEP and the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation that aim to 
improve harbor water quality through-
out New York City. 

The DEP also has ongoing con-

struction in College Point of more 
than 400 new catch basins and nearly 
12 miles of new sanitary and storm 
sewers that will continue through 
2021. This work will remove three ex-
isting combined sewer outfalls that 
empty into Flushing Bay, thereby 
avoiding the release of nearly 50 mil-
lion gallons annually of combined 
sewer overflow. 

Existing wetlands in the vicinity 
of MacNeil Park will also be expanded 
with the planting of an additional 10,000 
square feet of Saltmarsh Cordgrass.

James Servino, a marine biologist 
who lives in College Point and the en-
vironmental chairman of Community 
Board 7, said the DEP’s installation of 
storm pipes at McNeil Park last year 
were destructive and are killing the 
marine habitat, where there are oys-
ters, shellfish, fishery, horseshoe crabs 
and a wide variety of wildlife. 

“Into construction, the pipes that 
they installed are spewing out contam-
inated waste and street affluent into 
McNeil Park and have killed a state-
protected habitat that I have a permit 
for to grow shellfish,” said Servino. 

Servino said during the pipe instal-
lations his home was damaged. 

“One of the pipes was running 
past my block. They reconnected the 
wrong pipes and did damage to the 
pipes and flooded my basement with 
sewage,” said Servino. “We have a 
lawsuit with the city. We’re suing the 
contractor and for damages to my 
personal home.”  

eowners for fiscal year 2019, 
but many elected officials 
want more to be done about 
the city’s property tax system.

Comrie’s 14th Senate Dis-
trict represents Briarwood, 
Cambria Heights, Hollis, Hol-
lis Hills, Hillcrest, Jamaica, 
Jamaica Estates, Jamaica 
Hills, Kew Gardens, Laurel-
ton, Queens Village, Rosedale, 
South Jamaica, Springfield 
Gardens and St. Albans. 

“We have a lot of condos 
and co-ops in Queens that are 
facing some major taxes, be-
cause their taxes haven’t been 
corrected in years and it’s go-
ing to be a big financial hit 
for them, and we are going to 
have to address that,” Comrie 
said. 

The senator also has ideas 
about how to safeguard afford-
able housing, create criminal 
justice reform and provide 
access to specialized high 
schools.

“We need to come up with 
a Mitchell-Lama housing plan 
where we create opportunities 
to make more buildings at an 
affordable rate for multi-fam-
ily units,” said Comrie. “We 

need to be able to make sure 
that we are creating opportu-
nities to sell our properties at 
affordable rates as well.”

Comrie also wants to ad-
dress how petty crimes are 
handled in his district.

“This borough is the only 
borough where we only have 
one opportunity for people to 
have relief from minor viola-
tions ... and not go straight to 
jail,” said Comrie. “We need 

to have alternative justice pro-
grams... there is work release, 
educational programs, there 
are guidance and rehab pro-
grams, and we need to adver-
tise to people that these things 
exist.”

Many Democrats have 
been divided recently on the 
mayor’s plan to eliminate the 
Specialized High School Ad-
missions Test to create access 
to the institutions for low-

income, black and Hispanic 
students, with some elected 
officials saying the SHSAT 
needs to remain and that more 
prep tests and schools are 
necessary. Supporters of the 
mayor agree that there should 
be more forms of acceptance 
to elite schools instead of a 
single test. 

Comrie falls in the middle. 
He agrees with having more 
test prep for students in all 

districts and not relying solely 
on a single test, but he believes 
the best solutions are special-
ized middle schools and the 
development of more special-
ized high schools for the city’s 
more than one million pupils. 

“In my district there are 
students of color that passed 
the specialized high school 
test, but don’t go because their 
parents don’t want to have to 
send them to Brooklyn, Bronx, 
and Manhattan,” Comrie said. 
“We need another specialized 
high school in Queens... there 
is not enough for the borough 
for the students who want to at-
tend specialized high schools.”

There are eight specialized 
schools that require only a 
one-test option and only one of 
them is in Queens: the Queens 
High School for the Sciences 
at York College in Jamaica.

“I’m willing to do whatever 
is necessary to enhance the 
community,” said Comrie. “I 
will constantly work to be an 
accessible and open elected 
official... and my continued 
focus will be to make sure my 
community is empowered, en-
lightened and informed.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.
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State Sen. Leroy Comrie chats with TimesLedger reporters Monday morning. Photo by Michael Shain
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Jacob deGrom is the 
only Met to be named an 
All-Star this season, but 
he’s not the only member 
of the team who deserved a 
trip to Washington, D.C., to 
participate in the Midsum-
mer Classic.

Outfielder Brandon 
Nimmo has burst onto the 
scene for the Mets in 2018 as 
one of the team’s few bright 
spots in yet another me-
diocre campaign. Nimmo 
leads the club in on-base 
percentage and OPS and is 
among the club’s most con-

sistent hitters, especially 
with Yoenis Cespedes and 
Jay Bruce sidelined. 

Nimmo, the Mets’ first-
round pick (13th overall) 
in the 2011 MLB Draft, has 
shown each of the five tools 
that merited his high selec-
tion seven years ago. As of 
this writing, the Wyoming 
native has hit for power (12 
homeruns) and has shown 
a keen eye (35 walks) hit-
ting atop the Mets’ lineup. 
He also leads the Mets with 
a WRC+ of 145. WRC+ at-

Brando Nimmo deserves a spot on the 2018 National League All-Star 
roster. AP

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

In an effort to raise money 
for Puerto Rico following last 
September’s devastating Hur-
ricane Maria, Gigi Fernández 
— named the Puerto Rican 
Athlete of the Century in 2010 
— and the New York Empire 
tennis team will host Play for 
Puerto Rico next week.

They will be playing against 
the San Diego Aviators, with a 
live auction taking place dur-
ing halftime that will feature 
a bidding opportunity to play 
at Arthur Ashe Stadium for an 
hour later this summer.

“The proceeds from this day 
are going to go to helping peo-
ple in Puerto Rico,” Fernández 
said of the July 20 event. “There 
are still people without roofs, 
people without water, people 
without electricity, so they can 
definitely use it.”

Fernández is currently the 
only female head coach for 
the tennis team, where she’s 
worked for two years with top-
ranking professional athletes. 
New York Empire is one of six 
competing in the 43rd season 
of World TeamTennis, accord-
ing to its official website.

They play their home match-
es at the USTA Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Center 
in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. Fernández, an Interna-
tional Tennis Hall of Famer, is 
no stranger to Queens, as she 
recalls playing over 20 times 
and winning multiple events 
at the US Open years ago.

After retiring in 1997, 
Fernández has spent her free 
time coaching juniors and 
adults in the United States and 
Puerto Rico.

“It’s good to help others 
get better and I have so much 
knowledge about the game 
that I like to share it, I find it 
very rewarding,” she said.

Although her team didn’t 
make it to the WTT finals 
last year, she is confident that 
they will do so this year, cit-
ing her players’ international 
ranks, which include top-50 
player Tatjana Maria and top 
15 doubles player María José 
Martínez Sánchez.

“We’re pretty solid this 

year and hopefully we’ll take 
it one step further than we did 
last year and go to the finals,” 
she said.

Now a mother of two, 
Fernández made a name for 
herself as the first profession-
al Puerto Rican female athlete 
in any sport. She gained inter-
national acclaim thanks to her 
exceptional doubles success 
and commanding presence on 
the court.

“I didn’t have any role mod-
els, so yes, it was unfortunate 
that I didn’t find somebody to 
say I want to be like them, but I 
had this passion for tennis and 
this talent that I slowly devel-

Gigi Fernández and the New York Empire tennis team will host the Play 
for Puerto Rico fund-raiser July 20. Courtesy of New York Empire

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 44

Mets’ rising outfi elder 
should be an All-Star

Playing for a cause
New York Empire to hold Puerto Rico fund-raiser

Zach 
Gewelb
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oped,” she said.
When it comes to Puerto 

Rico, the San Juan native 
continues to have close ties 
there and has seen the effects 
that Hurricane Maria left on 
the island.

Almost 10 months after 
the hurricane hit, there is 
no shortage of reports about 
the unstable conditions of 
the territory. In April, Rho-
dium Group, an independent 
research provider, reported 
that Puerto Rico’s blackout 
was the longest in United 
States history and the second 
longest internationally, as 
more than 100,000 residents 
didn’t have power six months 
after Hurricane Maria.

“It’s still bad... [I saw] a 
picture on Instagram yester-
day taken from a hotel from 
one of the higher floors. The 
picture was of houses and 
I’d say about 20 percent of 
the houses had blue tarps for 
roofs,” Fernández said. “And 
that’s in San Juan, so if you 
go outside of the island people 
still don’t have water or elec-
tricity and they’re definitely 
suffering.”

Fernández said she has 
participated in about four 
fund-raising efforts since the 
hurricane and helped raise 
about $100,000. She hopes 
that people will continue to 
support the cause.

“If people can support that 
day it would be really help-
ful,” Fernández said. “If peo-
ple could come out and watch 
the matches and make a do-
nation that would be great.”

tempts to credit a hitter for 
the value of each outcome 
rather than treating all hits 
or times on equally, while 
also controlling for park ef-
fects. The league average 
WRC+ is 100, and Nimmo’s 
is well above-average. The 
next closest on the team is 
part-time outfielder Jose 
Bautista (137) and starting 
infielder Asdrubal Cabrera 
(124).

Nimmo’s 2.5 WAR — via 
Fangraphs — is also tops 
on the team among position 
players. Asdrubal Cabrera 
has the second highest mark 
at 2.0. Jacob deGrom  (4.1) is 
the only Met to have a higher 
WAR than Nimmo.

Putting advanced metrics 
aside, Nimmo also passes 
the eye test. He gets on base, 
drives runs in, hits for pow-
er and plays strong defense 
in the outfield. And he al-
ways plays hard. The guy 
gives 100 percent effort on 
the field, and that’s a quality 
that should be recognized 
within the organization. 
The team’s captain (David 
Wright) hasn’t seen the field 
in a couple of years and it’s 

stars — Yoenis Cespedes and 
Noah Syndergaard — have 
trouble staying healthy.

The Mets need a player to 
lead by example and Nimmo 
has taken on that role and 
excelled. He should be con-
sidered a part of the Mets’ 
core for years to come. 

And, as the numbers sug-
gest, he should have been 
named an All-Star this sea-
son. While he can still make 
the team as a possible injury 
replacement, he should’ve 
been selected as a reserve in 
the first place. 

There are six outfielders on 
the National League All-Star 
team: starters Nick Marka-
kis, Matt Kemp and Bryce 
Harper and reserves Lorenzo 
Cain, Christian Yelich and 
Charlie Blackmon. 

Nimmo’s 2.5 WAR is bet-
ter than all but one of the six. 
Cain leads the group with a 
3.4 WAR. Nimmo would be 
tied for second with Marka-
kis, who received the most 
votes out of all NL outfield-
ers and will start in the 
Midsummer Classic. Nim-
mo’s WRC+ would also rank 
second, trailing only Matt 
Kemp’s mark of 146.

The six National League 
All-Star outfielders all have 
a case to be on the team. So 
does Nimmo. In fact, his case 

is better than most of the 
six. 

Nimmo drew the short 
straw this year, even though 
he deserves to be there. But if 
he can keep up his high level 
of play in the future, chances 
are he will play in multiple 
All-Star Games before his 
career is over.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.
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Advanced metrics show that 
Nimmo has been playing at an All-
Star level this season.  AP

Continued from Page 43 
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women who have helped to 
beautify and renovate the 
park. 

They also received proc-
lamations from Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Far 
Rockaway) and state Sen. 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
for the park’s 10th year anni-
versary, and the volunteers 
received proclamations from 
both Richards and Assembly-
woman Alicia Hyndman (D-
Springfield Gardens).

The event held at 
Brookville Park included 
performances by singers 
Lady G, Tiniqua Jones and 
dance performances by Jules 
Performing Arts, as well as 
music from DJ Todd.

“We are going to give 
back to our volunteers,” said 

Moore. “They are the back-
bone of all of our events, es-
pecially our tree lightings.”

After taking 501c3 cours-
es at a six-week seminar at 
the Rockaway Development 
and Revitalization, funded 
by City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Far Rock-
away), Moore will soon learn 
if Friends of Brookville Park 
will officially become a non-
profit.  

“People want to see some-
thing that is bigger than 
themselves that will bring 
the community together,” 
said Moore. “People want to 
give back to the community 
for its betterment and create 
a safe haven.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Conservancy.”
In May, the DEP invested 

$23 million to upgrade the 
Rockaway Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant to reduce the 
discharge of nitrogen in the 
bay in order to prevent exces-
sive algae formation from 
corroding marshlands that 
help to protect the shoreline 
and from killing marine life, 
which acts as food for migra-
tory birds. 

Restoring the wetlands 
at Jamaica Bay will help to 
filter impurities from the 
water, protect from coastal 
erosion during major storms, 
provide a habitat for fish, rep-
tiles and birds, and prevent 
sewage overflow in coastal 
communities, according to 
environmentalists. 

“After years of advocating 
for the bay, it is very encour-
aging to see the numerous en-
vironmental projects ‘turn-
ing the tide’ on the health of 
the bay and producing water 
quality and restored habitat 

that guarantees a thriving 
Jamaica Bay for future gen-
erations,” said Dan Mundy, 
of Ecowatchers, a preserva-
tion group that advocates for 
the protection and enhance-
ment of Jamaica Bay.

The Jamaica Bay Im-
provement project would 
also expand on the city’s 
Green Infrastructure Pro-
gram to design and construct 
sustainable green roofs, rain 
gardens and sidewalks that 
promote natural water move-
ment and collects and man-
ages stormwater runoff to 
keep it out of the sewers, ac-
cording to nyc.gov. 

These programs would 
be implemented areas near 
Jamaica Bay like Northern 
Channel, Inner-Bay and 
Rockaway Shore, according 
to the DEP. Thurston, Ber-
gen and Paerdegat basins 
would be included, as well as 
Spring, Fresh and Hendrix 
creeks. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

attendees at various meetings 
discussed being priced out of 
the neighborhood as is and that 
the proposal did not have deep 
enough affordability with only 
40 percent of units meeting a 
40,000 a year household salary.

The community expressed 
fears the Target would run the 
many immigrant-owned mom 
and pop shops into the ground 
as well with many echoing the 
phrase “Target is the new Wal-
mart.”

 The City Planning Com-
mission greenlighted the appli-
cation Monday.

“Elmhurst Hospital is al-
ready overburdened. The pro-
posed 82nd Street development 
does not meet our community’s 
needs,” Ramos said at the July 
5 news conference prior to that 
commission vote. “As it stands, 
it will increase traffic conges-
tion on two one-way streets 
and will be a major hindrance 
on ambulance response times. 
I urge the plan to be voted 
down.”

Ramos, the daughter of 
Colombian immigrants and 
a Jackson Heights activist, is 
running against state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) in 
the September primary.

The housing development 
has been through the ringer 

after being rejected by Com-
munity Board 2’s zoning com-
mittee and later rejected by the 
advisory board almost unani-
mously at its general meeting 
in March.

Borough President Melinda 
Katz recommended the City 
Planning Commission approve 
the zoning change on the condi-
tion the developers maintain 
a minimum of 30 percent af-
fordable units, manage traffic 
congestion and that the Target 
outlet on the ground floor hire 
only neighborhood residents.

“We are as community 
members are against the rezon-
ing of [the 82nd Street develop-
ment] because it poses a severe 
hazard to Elmhurst Hospital 
and to the lives in our commu-
nity,” Tanya Mattos of Queens 
Neighborhoods United said.

The July 5 news conference 
was attended by Michael Greco, 
vice president of the Local 2507 
Union of EMTs who said the 
project could affect the ability 
of drivers to access the trauma 
center. Jomarie Cruz, who 
works as a nurse at the facility, 
concurred that increased traf-
fic would impede life-saving 
medical attention for patients.

The 82nd Street develop-
ment has yet to pass a City 
Council vote for full approval, 
but was backed by former City 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferre-
ras-Copeland and continued 
support from her successor, 
Francisco Moya (D-Corona).

expand the school zone speed 
camera program, an initiative 
that has saved countless lives.

The School Speed Camera 
program has lowered speed-
ing by 63 percent and reduced 
pedestrian injuries by 23 per-
cent in places where it was 
implemented, according to the 
city Department of Transpor-
tation, but the program is set 
to expire July 25.

“New York City has made so 
much progress reducing traffic 
fatalities and so much of that 
progress can be credited to the 
use of speed cameras,” said 
Councilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton), chairman of the 
Council’s Public Safety Com-
mittee. “Every life lost is a trag-

edy, which is why it is critical 
that our state legislators return 
to Albany to renew the program 
and protect New Yorkers from 
the next tragic accident.”

But for how successful 
elected officials claim the 
program to be, only 7 percent 
of schools throughout the city 
have speed cameras at their 
locations, according to the 
mayor’s office. 

“A single death is still one 
too many,” said Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-As-
toria). “The numbers demon-
strate Vision Zero is working. 
Part of our equation here has 
been speed cameras, a proven 
deterrent for reckless driving, 
especially in school zones. The 
state Senate needs to stop play-
ing politics and ensure these 
life-saving devices continue 
protecting our communities.”

The legislation to extend 
the program would bring an 
additional 150 cameras to 
the current 140 already in 
place under the pilot program 
launched in 2013.

“It’s not a coincidence that 
New York City has seen traf-
fic deaths falling year over 
year since speed safety cam-
eras were installed,” said Paul 
Steely White, executive direc-
tor of Transportation Alterna-
tives. “These cameras are sav-
ing lives, we must not let them 
be turned off because of petty 
politics. It’s a simple proposi-
tion. Do we want to continue 
to prevent death and injury on 
our streets, or don’t we?”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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Park

Mayor Bill de Blasio says traffic fatalities were at an all-time low for the first six months of 2018, with only 81 
recorded deaths, which could be reduced even further with speed cameras at schools. 
 Photo by Christina Santucci

Brookville Park provides activities monthly for its local community. 
 Courtesy of NYC Parks/Daniel Avila
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


