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Raul Ampuero held back 

tears through squinted eyes as 
he recalled the day his 9-year-
old son was killed in a hit-and-
run on Northern Boulevard in 
Corona in April.

Ampuero was not the only 
one at the July 12 news confer-
ence hosted by state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) call-
ing for the extension and expan-
sion of speed camera legislation 
on the corner of Junction and 
Northern Boulevard.

Others like Ampuero held up 
photos of their deceased family 
member, claiming alternative 
plans to mitigate pedestrian 
deaths are no substitute for 
speed cameras and the legis-
lation that has been extended 
year after year, including the 
recent session, during which op-
ponents argued that additional 
signage could make the streets 
safer.

“There hasn’t been a single 

day that I have forgotten my son 
and I don’t think I will ever,” 
Ampuero said of his son Giovan-
ni. “I’m extending my arm to 
Republicans and asking, please, 
extend the speed cameras and to 
put more cameras. We only had 
140, we’re looking for 150 more... 
This is going to help driver to re-
duce their speed, why is it so dif-
ficult to understand this? I can’t 
imagine why, I lost my son.”

  An 86-year-old man who 
claimed to be on his way home 
to Manhattan from Resorts 
World Casino was found at fault 
in the Giovanni’s death and ad-
mitted to police that he did not 
know he had struck someone 
until he was flagged down by 
a cab driver, according to the 
criminal complaint.

With just days left for the 
state Senate to possibly recon-
vene in Albany to extend speed 
camera legislation for another 
year, a rally in Corona called for 
Republicans’ help turn the vote 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio has 

set aside community op-
position in Sunnyside and 
Woodside and will be moving 
forward with road safety im-
provements on Skillman and 
43rd Avenues for bicyclists.

Citing Vision Zero data 
pertaining to roadside deaths 
and injuries along the two 
corridors, de Blasio said the 
city Department of Transpor-
tation would launch the plan, 
which will eliminate 120 
parking spaces along the two 
streets between Roosevelt Av-

enue and Queens Boulevard 
regardless of Community 
Board 2’s vote against the pro-
posal in June.

“Nearly 300 people have 
been injured along Skillman 
and 43rd Avenues in Queens. 
2 lives have been lost,” de Bla-
sio said on Twitter. “[DOT] 
has listened to voices across 
the community. I’ve instruct-
ed them to move forward with 
pedestrian safety and protect-
ed bike lanes that will save 
lives.”

Between 2012 and 2016, 
283 people were injured along 
these two corridors, includ-

ing 34 bicyclists and 61 pe-
destrians, according to DOT, 
with the remainder being mo-
torists.

The words of Bill Kregler 
at the June 7 CB2 meeting 
proved prophetic when the 
Woodside resident told the 
advisory board to “just vote 
this down, the mayor will dis-
regard you like they did [with 
other projects]. You know it.”

The CB2 meeting was 
packed with both proponents, 
bike advocates with organiza-
tions such as Transportation 
Alternatives, as well as de-

Continued on Page 42

Families who lost loved ones 
urge speed camera renewal

State Sen. Jose Peralta rallied for the extension of speed camera 
legislation with Raul Ampuero (c.), who lost his 9-year-old son in a 
hit-and-run crash on Northern Boulevard. Photo by Mark Hallum
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Activists were celebrating 

a victory over developers fol-
lowing the announcement Sun 
Equity would withdraw its 
rezoning application for a 13-s-
tory partial affordable housing 
structure in Elmhurst  with 
Target on the ground level.

Under the current zoning, 
Sun Equity can still build 10 
stories of housing and the re-
tail space, but would no longer 
be required to fulfill any inclu-
sionary housing requirements, 
according to a spokesman for 
Councilman Francisco Moya 
(D-Corona).

The ULURP application, 
already approved by the City 
Planning Commission, allows 
the developers to build 13 sto-
ries instead of 10 on an empty 
lot at 40-31 82nd St., which 
would feature 40 percent af-
fordable housing units and a 
Target center.

Democratic State Assembly 
candidate Catalina Cruz has 
long opposed the project be-
cause of the supposed danger 
it poses to patients at Elmhurst 
Hospital.

“As proposed, the new con-
struction would have endan-
gered the lives of the people in 
our community by blocking 
ambulances from getting to 

Elmhurst Hospital, jeopar-
dized small businesses, and 
potentially raised the rent on 
tenants in the surrounding 
area,” Cruz said. “Our commu-
nity remains in dire need of af-
fordable housing, but it should 
never come at the expense of 
our safety. The developer now 
has the responsibility of en-
gaging the community moving 
forward. We must ensure that 
the voices of our neighbors 
and small business owners are 
heard.”

Cruz is in the running 
against Assemblywoman Ari 
Espinal (D-Jackson Heights), 
who only won her seat in the 
Legislature in April.

“Today, we can honestly 
say that we have won the first 
battle, but this fight is far from 
over,” said Espinal. “This was 
never the right proposal for 
our neighborhood, and we 
need to keep the pressure on 
to stop the retail development 
that will increase traffic and 
congestion in our community... 
The fact that something is ‘as-
of-right’ doesn’t make it mor-
ally right,” she said. “A giant 
Target and a parking garage 
in the middle of our neighbor-
hood will mean too much traf-
fic, more dangerous streets, 
and real health care crises if 
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More than a year ago, Girl 

Scout Troop 6000 started with 
one facility and 22 girls in Long 
Island City.  Last week, the group 
catering to girls and young 
women in the shelter system 
received $1 million from the city 
and has already expanded to 15 
shelters  in all five boroughs to 
serve more than 500 youths.

There used to be one shelter 
by the Sleep Inn Hotel shelter in 
Long Island City and now there 
are three overall in Queens , ac-
cording to spokeswoman Ari-
anna Fishman. 

“Girl Scouting showed me 
that I shouldn’t be ashamed of 
who I am, what I look like, or 
where I live, and that homeless-
ness does not define me,” said 
Karina Burgess, a Girl Scout 
from Queens who has since 
moved out of the shelter system 
to permanent housing. “Troop 
6000 taught me about sister-
hood, how to be courageous and 
how to advocate for girls just 

like myself.”
Troop 6000 was established 

in February 2017 and within 
months of providing leader-
ship and community develop-
ment programs at its first site, 
a temporary shelter just north 
of the Queensbridge Houses 
at 38-71 13th St., Mayor Bill de 
Blasio promised to provide a 
three-year, $1 million grant to 
expand the program to all five 
boroughs. 

“Every single girl in the city 
of New York deserves the op-
portunity to join a community 
where they are told that they are 
welcome, that they belong and 
that they are loved,” said Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside). 

He helped longtime friend Gi-
selle Burgess start the program 
after she and her five children 
moved into the shelter when 
their rented home in Flushing 
was sold.

“Troop 6000 helps girls have 
a place where they can feel home 
even when they are homeless. 

This program changes lives,” 
Van Bramer said.

The group was created 
through a partnership with the 
city’s Department of Homeless 
Services and the Girl Scouts 
of Greater New York. The re-
sources, which will come from 
the Mayor’s Fund, cover mem-
bership fees, troop dues, starter 
kits for girls (vests, pins and 
workbooks), program supplies, 
financial aid for summer camp 
and other miscellaneous Girl 
Scout initiatives, according to 
DHS.

“The partnership between 
the city, the Girl Scouts of Great-
er New York, and the Mayor’s 
Fund represents the very best of 
what we can accomplish in col-
laboration,” said Darren Bloch, 
the executive director of the 
Mayor’s Fund to Advance New 
York City. 

First Lady Chirlane McCray 
believes the investment will 
have a big impact on the lives of 
these girls and young women.

Girl Scout Troop 6000 has increased membership from 22 girls in Queens to more than 500 citywide.  
Courtesy of the Mayor’s office.

Troop 6000 expanded Developer withdraws 
from 82nd St. rezoning

The developers of a lot in Elmhurst have withdrawn their ULURP ap-
plication for a partially affordable housing structure with a Target on 
the ground, following months of community backlash. 

Rendering courtesy of Target

Continued on Page 42

City gives $1M to serve Girl Scout group in all fi ve boros

Continued on Page 42
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76-year-old woman earns college degree
BY JULIA MORO

 
As the most senior gradu-

ate of The College of New Ro-
chelle, Ozone Park resident 
Bettye Lee has completed an 
educational journey spanning 
her 76 years of life.

Born in Williston, S.C., 
Lee was raised by her grand-
mother, who had 12 children 
of her own.

“They called me ‘Lucky 
13,’” Lee said. 

After she completed high 
school, Lee moved to New 
York, where she got married 
and started a family of her 
own, which grew to include 
three daughters and a son. Lee 
and her husband of 56 years, 
Melvin Lee, Jr., now have eight 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren in the family.

 Even though Lee postponed 
her quest to earn a bachelor’s 
degree until the age of 72, edu-
cation has always been a part 
of her life. She worked for the 
New York City Board of Educa-
tion food service for 21 years, 

retiring in 2007. During those 
years, Lee earned a certificate 
in ministry from the New York 
Theological Seminary and 
taught adult Sunday school 
classes. 

“After I retired, we planned 
to relocate to Florida, but my 
husband became ill, so we 
decided to stay,” Lee said. 
“You know, sometimes we 
make our own plans, but God 
knows better.” That divine in-
tervention is eventually what 
brought Lee to The College of 
New Rochelle. 

Lee was encouraged by 
her children to finally get her 
bachelor’s degree and at the 
suggestion of her daughter, 
Lee enrolled in the School of 
New Resources Brooklyn Cam-
pus, one of the four schools 
within The College of New Ro-
chelle. Four years and count-
less classes later, Lee joined 
her graduating class at CNR’s 
111th Commencement in May.

During the May 23 ceremo-
ny, the audience roared with 
applause as Lee was one of the 

few recognized by CNR Presi-
dent Dr. William Latimer for 
her outstanding story.

“I just can’t stop thinking 
about that day,” she said. “I’ll 
never forget walking across 
that stage.”

Lee expressed her grati-
tude to faculty, staff and fel-
low classmates for inspiring 
her. Lee also noted her love 
for her husband and their 
children as well as her sincere 
appreciation for their support 
and patience during her years 
earning her degree. 

Lee said she will use her 
degree to encourage her 
grandchildren to embrace 
education.

For now, Lee is leaving her 
future in the hands of God. 

“I’m going to look back at 
this experience and wait to see 
what God has ahead for me,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Julia Moro 
by e-mail at jmoro@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4574. Bettye Lee, 76, at her graduation commencement ceremony in May.

Ozone Park resident graduates with bachelor’s from College of New Rochelle

It’s how the Brooklyn Navy Yard helped 
us become one of North America’s 
top ten solar producers. Learn more at  
coned.com/solar

IT’S MORE 
THAN A  
ROOFTOP
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Politicians across Queens 

are eyeing seats and challeng-
ing incumbents to lead their 
home districts in what seems 
to be a new political landscape 
in the city following the defeat 
of Queens County Democratic 
boss, U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), in June.

The races to watch will be 
those for seats occupied by 
former members of the break-
way Independent Democratic 
Conference, such as state 
Sens. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), who returned to 
the mainline party as per a 
peace agreement between the 
warring Democrats but face 
primary challengers anyway.

State Assemblywoman Ari 
Espinal (D-Jackson Heights), 
30, is in a three-way primary 
to hold on to an office she won 
in an April special election.

“Our campaign hit the 
ground running and our peti-
tion and fund-raising numbers 
reflect that. I am proud of my 
hardworking team of volun-
teers, and these numbers show 
that our message is resonating 
with the community. I have 
dedicated my life to serving 
Central Queens, and I am ea-

ger to get back to work in the 
Assembly,” Espinal said.

Espinal filed 3,100 signa-
tures with the state Board of 
Elections to hold her seat and 
is facing a primary challenge 
from Catalina Cruz, an attor-
ney and former chief-of-staff 
for then-City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst)  until Ferreras-
Copeland decided against run-

ning for re-election in 2017.
Also on the ballot in Espi-

nal’s district, which covers a 
thin area from Flushing Mead-
ows to the Woodside border, is 
Yonel Letellier Sosa, founder 
of the Association of Latin 
American Leaders.

Jessica Ramos is challeng-
ing Peralta in his district, 
which stretches from Ditmars 

Simotas endorses Ramos
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Democratic state Sen-

ate candidate Jessica Ramos 
picked up an endorsement 
from state Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
this week.

Simotas claimed Ramos 
would be a partner for her in Al-
bany for pushing legislation that 
she said would bring justice to 
women and immigrants across 
the state while slamming the in-
cumbent, Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) for his member-
ship in the rogue Independent 
Democratic Conference.

“We have a choice: we can 
choose a candidate to represent 
us in the New York State Senate 
who cares about ensuring the 
passage of the Women’s Repro-
ductive Rights Act, or we can 

choose a person who has de-
cided to abandon us to caucus 
with Republicans who refuse 
to consider whether to protect 
a women’s right to choose or 
whether New York state should 

protect access to contraception 
or whether our state should 
protect employee’s healthcare 
choices,” Simotas said.

But a spokesperson for Per-
alta rebuked the statements 
made by Simotas claiming 
that the incumbent senator has 
fought for his share of progres-
sive issues.

“Senator Peralta knows first 
hand the frustration of being in 
the Senate minority and the dif-
ficulty of even passing progres-
sive legislation,” the spokesman 
said. “When he was fighting 
for the DREAM Act since first 
introducing it in 2013, his oppo-
nent was no where to be found. 
Because of Senator Peralta’s 
work in Albany he was able to 
secure the nations strongest 
paid family leave program, $15 

See who is running for which office in in Queens in the September state 
Democratic primary.

Liu collects signatures
to challenge Avella

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Former City Comptroller 

John Liu has moved closer to 
getting on the ballot for the 
September Democratic pri-
mary to challenge state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) for 
the  second time by gathering 
3,000 necessary signatures in 
just under a week.  He will be 
on the ballot if his signatures 
survive challenges.

A July 13 announcement 
was made outside Dunkin’ 
Donuts on Bell Boulevard 
and 73rd Avenue, where City 
Council Speaker Corey John-
son (D-Manhattan) followed 
through on his recent effort 
to throw support behind op-
ponents of former members 
of the Independent Democrat-
ic Conference, which broke 
away from the mainstream 
party to work with the Re-
publican majority in the state 
Senate.

 “He’s someone who has 
a deep track record and his-
tory of being on the right side 
of all the issues that matter to 
these communities in eastern 
Queens,” Johnson said in his 
endorsement of Liu. “Many of 
the issues that have bubbled 
up over last 18 months during 
this horrific administration 
at the federal level, whether 
it be immigration or whether 
it be treating workers appro-
priately and fairly, these are 
issues that John Liu had been 
leading on a decade ago

“We do not need fake 
Democrats, we need real 
Democrats.”

Avella was one of eight 
members of the breakaway 
IDC, which has been the tar-
get of intense criticism for its 
negotiation efforts with Re-
publicans.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
with the support of U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) brokered a deal with 
the IDC members to rejoin 
the mainline party to retake 
the majority on the condition 
they would not face primary 
challenges.

Primary challenges 
ensued despite this peace 
agreement and in the wake 
of Crowley’s stunning defeat 
at the hands of progressive 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
Johnson has since broken 

that ceasefire by endorsing 
progressive challengers to 
former IDC officials.

From Queens, the IDC 
also included state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
who is facing a challenge 
from Jackson Heights activ-
ist Jessica Ramos. Ramos 
received her endorsement by 
Johnson just days after the 
Crowley upset.

“I would love to have a 
Democratic state senator 
representing me. And I don’t 
mean a Democrat on paper, I 
mean a real Democrat,” City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) said with his 
endorsement of Liu. “We all 
see what’s going on in Wash-
ington and how horrible it is. 
We know in the City Council 
that there are things we can 
do in New York City and [the 
state] to fight back to resist 
what Trump is trying to do 
to this country and advance 
the interests of our people. 
But we can’t do that while 
the Republicans hold the 
state Senate hostage.”

Lancman said he was “em-
barrassed” that Avella, who 
represents the 11th Senate 
District stretching from Col-
lege Point to Little Neck, de-
fected to the IDC and claimed 
the group empowered Republi-
cans instead of carving a path 
for progressive legislation to 
pass.

Avella slammed Liu’s cam-
paign scandal for comptroller 
dating back to 2009, when his 
ex-campaign treasurer Jia 
Hou and fund-raiser Xing Wu 
Pan were convicted of using 
straw donors. While Liu was 
targeted in this investiga-
tion, he was never charged.

“The voters of this dis-
trict have a choice to reject 
disgraced politician John 
Liu, who wants to bring his 
scandal-ridden style of poli-
tics to Albany,” a spokesman 
for Avella said. “Or, they can 
choose Senator Avella, who 
will again  run this race on 
his tremendous constitu-
ent services record and his 
strong voting record as a 
Democrat in support of wom-
en’s right to choose, paid fam-
ily leave, raise the age, envi-
ronmental protection, good 
government reform and the 

State Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas blasted state Sen. Jose 
Peralta for his poor track record 
of passing legislation protecting 
immigrants and women in her en-
dorsement of his opponent Jessica 
Ramos. Photo by Mark Hallum

Petition deadline passes
Queens political hopefuls, incumbents prep for primary

Continued on Page 38
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FLIP

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Students from Thomas A. 

Edison Career and Techni-
cal High School in Jamaica 
Hills were rewarded in a skills 
competition at the SkillsUSA 
Championships in Kentucky. 

Anuj Shah, Joseph Mal-
donado, David Serrano, Jaya 
Raj, Faran Sharif, Devonte 
Rowe, and Season Chowdhury 
of Team X represented their 
school, receiving the Skill 
Point Certificate for an Open-
ing and Closing Ceremonies 
presentation, which they per-
formed June 27.

“We were given a script and 
we had to remember the lines 
and the roles we had to play,” 
said Anuj, 17, from Queens Vil-
lage. “The script focused on 
SkillsUSA and how the organi-
zation helps people out in being 
united as one.”

The performance required 

the students to act out being 
a government body, recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance and mem-
orize the SkillsUSA pledge, ac-
cording to Shah, who played a 
parliamentarian. 

“We had to synchronize 
and say everything at the same 
time,” said Anuj, who along 
with the other six students per-
formed for nearly 15 minutes in 
front of four judges and several 
other SkillsUSA competitors. 

SkillsUSA Championships 
is one of the largest skill com-
petitions in the world for stu-
dents and awards scholars on 
career and technical abilities.

Events were held June 
27-28 in Louisville, and 
more than 6,300 students 
competed to showcase their 
proficiency in technical, 
workplace, personal and 
leadership skills in 102 
events before 1,900 judges, 

Thomas Edison students 
receive SkillsUSA reward

More health food offerings 
boost bodega sales in city

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 

When customers walk into 
a corner store, commonly 
known as a bodega in New 
York City, they may not know 
where to look to find healthy 
food and snacks that are scat-
tered among unhealthy op-
tions for purchase.  

A new study released last 
week from Public Health Solu-
tions, the largest public health 
non-profit serving New York 
City, illustrates the positive 
impact of increasing healthy 
food options and visibility in 
corner bodegas in Jamaica.

Public Health Solutions’ 
Queens Neighborhoods 
Street Mapping Project con-
ducted with funding from the 
Healthy Food Financing Ini-
tiative, is a follow-up to a pre-
vious report released in April 
2018 highlighting the preva-

lence of “food swamps,” or 
areas where unhealthy food 
outlets outnumber healthy 
alternatives in Queens. Re-
searchers conducted an 
intervention to support 
healthy changes in product 
availability, placement, and 

promotion of healthy foods at 
participating stores, where 
63 percent reported that they 
are stocking more healthy 
food options.

“After our first report re-
vealed a prevalence of fast 
food restaurants and bodegas 
in Queens neighborhoods, we 
knew we needed to test inter-
ventions aimed at shrinking 
the massive gap in access to 
healthier foods,” said Lisa Da-
vid, president and CEO of Pub-
lic Health Solutions. “Through 
our work in underserved com-
munities, we’ve seen that in-
creasing access to more nutri-
tious food options for children 
can have immense impacts on 
their development and reduce 
their health risks as adults. 
It was encouraging that our 
low-cost interventions made 
tangible differences for com-

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
Brave survivors of human 

trafficking shared their per-
sonal stories on the steps of City 
Hall last week after state Assem-
blyman Andrew Hevesi (D-For-
est Hills) and state Sen. Martin 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge) alongside 
advocacy groups urged Gov. An-
drew Cuomo to sign a bill into 
law to establish safe housing for 
victims of human trafficking. 

The joint bill, S.8305/A.9566 
-- which passed unanimously 
with bipartisan support in both 
houses -- was introduced six 
months ago to create “culturally 
competent” short- and long-term 
safe house residential facilities 
and services operated by not-
for-profit agencies for survivors 
of human trafficking.

“People who are trafficked 
need to be in an environment 
they’re comfortable in,” said 
Hevesi, chairman of the As-
sembly’s Standing Committee 
on Social Services. “Since the 
state doesn’t provide shelters for 
trafficking victims, they either 
go to a homeless shelter, where 
none of their needs are serviced, 
or try to fit into a domestic vio-

lence shelter, where they don’t 
fit the requirements.” 

Golden said the bill will pro-
vide victims of human traffick-
ing a “safe and supportive place 
to stay providing life-changing 

services.” 
The facilities would offer spe-

cific services such as case man-
agement, health care, mental 
health counseling, drug addic-
tion and screening treatment, 

language interpretation and 
translation services, English 
language instruction, job train-
ing and placement assistance, 
post-employment services for 
job retention, and services to as-

sist the victim and their family 
members establish permanent 
residency. 

Jasmine Ortiz, a survivor of 
human trafficking and execu-
tive director of SAFE Network 
Inc., has endured emotional and 
physical health concerns, un-
able at times to understand cer-
tain her harmful thoughts and 
behaviors. 

“A lot of us that have been 
trafficked still feel the after-
math after 20 years,” said Ortiz. 
“It doesn’t matter. We do live in 
a great nation and this shouldn’t 
happen in America. “We don’t 
need anymore empathy. We 
need more beds and funding. A 
place that survivors of human 
trafficking can call home, feel 
safe, and start the process of get-
ting back their lives.” 

Trafficking victims who 
don’t have a place to stay are 
forced to go back to their abuser, 
Hevesi said. 

According to Hevesi, Hispan-
ic communities in New York City 
are hit hard by sex trafficking, at 
the local and international level 
with traffickers bringing in 
people from other countries. The 

State Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi (c.) stands on the steps of City Hall and urges Gov. Andrew Cuomo to sign 
legislation providing safe shelters for survivors of human trafficking into law. Courtesy of Hevesi’s office 

Public Health Solutions studied 139 
corner stores in Jamaica, where 
refreshed food displays increased 
sales of fresh fruits and veggies 
improving food options in the 
community. 

Hevesi calls for traffi cking shelters
Facilities would offer victims healthcare, mental health counseling and job training

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38 Continued on Page 38
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Private investigator pleads guilty to bribery: DA
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Charles Gallman is the 

third defendant accused of wit-
ness tampering and bribing 
to plead guilty to interfering 
in an illegal gun possession 
case in Jamaica, according 
to Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. 

“Witnesses of crimes must 
be protected from outside in-
terference that might affect 
their testimony,” said Brown. 
“My office will not tolerate the 
intimidation of, or tampering 
with, witnesses and is com-
mitted to the vigorous pros-
ecution of those who engage in 
such conduct.”

Gallman, 55, from the 
Bronx, admitted in court to 
bribing a witness July 10 and 
will be sentenced Sept. 20. 
He faces up to three years in 
prison, according to Queens 
Criminal Court Judge Joseph 
Zayas, who presided over his 
case since he was arrested on 
July 16, 2015 in Kew Gardens.

Gallman was accused of 
trying to pay off, intimidate 
and coerce victims who were 
to testify against Frederick 
Freeman, 30, who attempted to 

hold up by gunpoint Jamaica 
resident Rashown Williams, 
the brother of Freeman’s girl-
friend, according to Brown’s 
office. 

The DA’s office has no in-
formation as whether the de-
fendant is an actual private 
investigator, and Gallman’s 
attorney has not responded 
to inquiries about his client’s 
profession. 

On Jan. 30, 2013, Freeman 
and his girlfriend Raneisha 
Williams, then 23, were outside 
Williams’ apartment on Guy 
Brewer Boulevard, when Wil-
liams’ brother heard a knock 
on the door and spied Raneisha 
and Freeman through a peep-
hole, according to the criminal 
complaint. He refused to open 
the door at first. 

When Williams’ saw that 
Freeman only had his hand 
on his waistband, he decided 
to slightly open the door, the 
complaint said, but as soon as 
he did Freeman raised a silver 
firearm towards the victim 
and tried to order the man to 
let him, which Williams re-
fused to do. 

Instead, Williams closed 
the door on his sister and Free-

man, locked it and called 911, 
according to the complaint. 

The police immediately 
found the couple three floors 
below in an apartment bed-
room and recovered Raneisha 
Williams’ handbag under a 
bed, which had a silver .380 
caliber pistol loaded with one 
cartridge in the chamber and 
two magazines were found as 
well, according to authorities. 

Both were charged with sec-
ond and third-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon, and 
on May 14, 2014, Raneisha Wil-
liams pleaded guilty to second-

degree criminal possession of 
a weapon and was sentenced to 
3 1/2 years in prison. 

Brown’s office has no in-
formation as to why Williams 
would take part in a crime 
against her brother, according 
to a spokesman  for the district 
attorney. 

Freeman’s case was still 
pending when Gallman tried 
to bribe, intimidate and tam-
per with Williams’ testimony , 
including that of members of 
his family, one of which was 
a 17-year-old nephew who was 
in his apartment, according to 

authorities. 
An investigation by the 

DA’s Special Victims and 
Detective bureaus, which 
included court-authorized 
eavesdropping, controlled 
telephone calls, the subpoe-
naing of telephone records 
and listening to recorded 
conversations from Rik-
ers Island, was utilized to 
bring a case against Free-
man and Gallman implying 
they would cause physical 
injury to Williams and his 
relatives. 

Freeman pleaded guilty 
to both the illegal gun charge 
and witness tampering in May 
2016, receiving  9 1/2 years in 
prison, instead of a potential 
25 had he been convicted, ac-
cording to Brown’s office. 

The district attorney’s of-
fice could confirm the rela-
tionship between Gallman 
and Freeman, according to a 
spokesman. 

A fourth defendant, Free-
man’s father, Frederick Hutch-
erson, was also indicted on 
conspiring to bribe witnesses 
and his next day in court is 
Aug. 25, according to the DA’s 
office. 

A Bronx man pleaded guilty to trying to bribe witnesses involved in an 
illegal gun case in Jamaica.  AP
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Murder, rape rates 
rise in boro: NYPD

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Throughout the first half 

of 2018, crime across the city 
dropped compared to the first 
six months of 2017, but there 
has been an increase in mur-
der and rape citywide and in 
the northern and southern sec-
tions of Queens, according to 
the NYPD’s crime statistics. 

“The overall crime rate 
continues to fall in New York 
City,” said Police Commis-
sioner James O’Neill said. “It 
remains our top priority to 
forcefully combat the spikes 
in murder and other crimes 
where we know persistent 
pockets of crime still exist,” . 

In northern Queens (Pre-
cincts 104, 108, 109, 110, 111, 
112, 114, 115) murder rose 33.3 
percent from six in June 2017 
to eight in June 2018, accord-
ing to CompStat. Rape in-
creased by 65.1 percent from 
June of last year to 104 this 
year. In June 2017 there were 
63 rapes. 

In the same time period in 
southern Queens (Precincts 
100, 101, 102, 103, 105, 106, 107, 
113) murder increased by 23.5 
percent to 21 from 17, according 
to CompStat. Rape moved up by 
20.6 percent to 82 from 68.

“While crime is at a re-
cord low in New York City, 
there is still more work to 
do to ensure that every New 
Yorker feels safe in their 
neighborhood,” said Mayor 
Bill de Blasio.

In northern Queens, 
felony assaults (0.1 percent), 
housing crime (19.3 percent) 
and shooting incidences (33.3 
percent) were also on the 
rise, according to the statis-
tics for the June 2017 to June 
2018 time period.  

In southern Queens, 
grand larceny auto (14.3 per-

cent) and shootings (7.7 per-
cent) advanced over the same 
time period.  

Citywide, shootings were 
down by 5.6 percent with 340 
incidents reported by the 
first half of 2018 compared 
to 360 in June 2017, accord-
ing to the NYPD. There was 
also a 8.5 percent decrease 
in robberies (1,092), a 2.5 
percent decrease in felony 
assaults (1,813), a 2.3 per-
cent decrease in burglaries 
(909), a 4.5 percent decrease 
in transit crimes (192), and a 
1.3 percent decrease in grand 
larceny auto (459). 

The crimes that dropped 
in the first half of the year 
in northern Queens in-
cluded robberies (611) by 10 
percent, burglaries (718) by 
8.2 percent, grand larceny 
(267) by 0.7 percent, grand 
larcenies auto (341) by 11.2 
percent, and transit (86) by 
15.7 percent. 

In southern Queens, the 
crimes that fell in the same 
time period included rob-
beries (634) by 9.8 percent, 
felony assaults (1,034) by 1.4 
percent, burglaries (487) by 
18 percent, grand larcenies 
(1,438) by 8.2 percent, as well 
as transit (63) by 20.8 percent 
and housing crimes (72) by 
39.5 percent. 

“Our mission will always 
be to relentlessly pursue the 
relatively small percentage 
of criminals responsible for 
the majority of the violence 
in our city. New Yorkers de-
serve nothing less than our 
very best work in that regard 
– every day, in every neigh-
borhood,” said O’Neill. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
A years-long struggle 

between Kew Gardens’ resi-
dents, business owners, the 
Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity and Long Island Rail Road 
over the Lefferts Boulevard 
bridge came to an end last 
week. 

With the support of elect-
ed officials, the community 
was able to preserve Lefferts 
Boulevard and the small busi-
nesses on top of the overpass 
instead of seeing the bridge 
demolished, which was the 
MTA’s initial plan, according 
to residents. 

“This action is the result of 
the persistent advocacy of the 
Kew Gardens community and 
the bridge merchants,” said 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans). “I was proud to work 
with them, as well as my col-
leagues at the city and state lev-
els, to push for preservation.”

A month before the July 11 
announcement, Comrie spon-
sored a bill that would have 
required a feasibility study 
to rehabilitate the bridge, 
which is between Austin and 
Grenfell streets, and it passed 
in the Legislature.  The bill 
needed only a signature from 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to direct 
the LIRR to conduct the re-
search on such a project. 

With the MTA agreeing to 
repair the bridge, the funds 
that would have gone toward 
the study can go directly to 
fixing the overpass, accord-
ing to LIRR President Phillip 
Eng. 

“We thank Council mem-
ber Karen Koslowitz, who 
identified funding for this 
project,” said Eng. “After 
many conversations with the 
community and elected of-
ficials convened by Borough 
President Katz, my team 
looked at this issue more 
carefully and we determined 
that the best use of the funds 
would be to directly repair 
the platforms.”

Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
had used capital and expense 
funds set aside in the 2018 and 
2019 fiscal budgets to pay for 
the bridge, and it amounted 
to $1 million, according to her 
spokesman, Michael Cohen. 

“The demolition of the Lef-
ferts Boulevard bridge would 
have had a devastating effect 
on the Kew Gardens commu-
nity,” said Koslowitz. “On the 

bridge are the mom-and- pop 
stores that the neighborhood 
has relied upon and they also 
would have been gone.”

Structural repairs to a 
pair of platforms above the 
LIRR tracks in Kew Gardens 
that span either side of Lef-
ferts Boulevard and provide a 
base for the neighborhood re-
tail buildings would be made, 
according to Eng.

“The LIRR is an integral 
component of Queens and we 
understand the importance 
of these business to the char-
acter of Kew Gardens, so we 
wanted to re-evaluate all op-
tions,” said Eng. 

The bridge was built in 
1920 and the structures need-
ing repair were concrete 
and iron platforms west of a 
roadway that supported a re-
tail building at 81-12 Lefferts 
Blvd. and another one to the 
east on the roadway support-
ing another retail building at 
81-19 Lefferts Blvd., according 
to the MTA.  About a dozen 
businesses were housed with-
in the two buildings. 

The lifespan of the bridge 
is expected to be extended by 
20 to 30 years. A contract is ex-
pected to be rewarded by the 
end of 2018 and construction 
should be finished by 2019, ac-
cording to Aaron Donovan, a 
spokesman for the LIRR and 
Metro-North. 

In addition to the repairs, 
the LIRR platforms between 
Kew Gardens and Forest Hills 
are being extended to accom-
modate six cars instead of 

four, according to Kew Gar-
dens Civic Association Execu-
tive Director Murray Berger, 
one of the biggest community 
advocates for the repair of the 
bridge. 

While plenty of praise for 
the repairs has gone to Ko-
slowitz, Comrie wanted to 
recognized state Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz (D-
Flushing), who died Sept. 2, 
2017, for being one of the first 
elected officials to get the ball 
rolling on this subject.  

“I thank my colleagues in 
government—namely Coun-
cil member Karen Koslowitz, 
who has secured $1 million 
toward the cost of the repair, 
Assemblymember Daniel 
Rosenthal, whom I worked 
closely with on this matter in 
Albany and the community, 
and the late Assemblymem-
ber Michael Simanowitz, who 
was a strong advocate for the 
bridge merchants and com-
munity,” said Comrie.

He also thanked the many 
civic associations that stood 
up to the MTA, and he plans 
on working to see the develop-
ment to the end. 

“I will continue to work 
alongside my partners in the 
community to ensure that 
the LIRR follows through on 
its promises and protects the 
existing businesses on the 
bridge.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Lefferts Boulevard Bridge in Kew Gardens will be repaired by the MTA 
instead of demolished.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Crime stats from the NYPD show a drop in overal index crimes.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

Lefferts gets repairs
MTA will preserve, not demolish Kew Gardens bridge
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POLICE 

Blotter

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
A Richmond Hill man was sentenced 

to three years in prison Wednesday af-
ter raping a 14-year-old teenage girl in 
February 2016, Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said. 

Albert Premnauth, 24, of Jamaica 
Avenue in Richmond Hill, was found 
guilty last month of second-degree 
rape, second-degree criminal sexual 
act and endangering the welfare of a 
child. Acting Supreme Court Justice 
Peter Vallone Jr., who presided at the 
trial, sentenced Premnauth to three 
years in prison to be followed by 10 
years post release supervision.   

“The defendant in this case forced 
the girl to have sex with him, even 
though she cried and literally begged 
not to be raped,” Brown said. “A jury 
weighed all the evidence presented at 
trial and found the defendant guilty.” 

According to Brown, in early 2016 
the 14-year-old victim sent a naked vid-
eo of herself to her 14-year-old female 
friend as a joke on Snapchat. Unfortu-
nately, the victim’s friend shared the 
video with her 18-year-old male friend, 
who allegedly owed Premnauth money 
for marijuana. The male friend had 

blackmailed the victim, threatening to 
post the video online if the victim did 
not engage in sex with Premnauth to 
pay off his debt. 

“This case tragically demonstrates 
how dangerous it is for youngsters to 
take explicit photos or videos of them-
selves and then send them to others — 
even those they consider to be trusted 
friends. Once an image is sent, the 
sender loses all control over where that 
image goes next,” Brown said. 

A meeting was arranged on Feb. 
20, 2016, where the victim met Prem-
nauth at his Jamaica home, according 
to Brown. The girl told Premnauth that 
she was just 14 and begged him to give 
her time to pay the money the friend 
owed. But the defendant refused, forc-
ing her to have sex and then giving her 
$100 cash and a pair of Beats by Dre 
headphones as payment. Both the cash 
and the headset were given to the 18-
year-old, who sold them to pay Prem-
nauth.

Premnauth will be required to reg-
ister as a sex offender, Brown said. 

Reach reporter Carlotta Mohamed 
by e-mail at cmohamed@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4526.

A Richmond Hill man was sentenced in connection with the raping of a 14-year-old girl in 
February 2016, according to the Queens DA. Facebook

Richmond Hill man sentenced in 2016 rape: DA

 COLLEGE POINT — A 3-month-old 
infant male was found unconscious in-
side a Dalian Court home at 114-37 in 
College Point July 11, according to the 
NYPD. 

Police from the 109th Precinct re-
sponded to the 911 call at 12:51 a.m. and 
were informed upon arrival that EMS 
transported the 3-month-old male, iden-

tified as Shi Osbert, to New York Pres-
byterian Hospital Queens, where he was 
pronounced dead, the NYPD said.

There were no obvious signs of trau-
ma observed and the medical examiner 
will determine the cause of death. 

The NYPD said the investigation 
was ongoing. 

— Carlotta Mohamed

Infant found dead in College Point home: NYPD
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CityLights fi ghts to keep LIC tower affordable
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Residents of the CityLights 

co-op in Long Island City  are 
pressuring city and state of-
ficials to preserve the afford-
ability of the tower with the 
tax abatement on the property 
scheduled to expire this year.

Many in the building at 
4-74 48th Ave, who moved in 
up to two decades ago, are 
feeling the heat as their liv-
ing expenses are set to spike 
by about $1,000 a month while 
the assessed value of the 
building has already gone up 
87 percent.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) held a rally 
on the step of City Hall Tues-
day, calling on the de Blasio 
administration to approve 
renegotiations with Empire 
State Development, the own-
er of the land on which the 
tower sits.

“CityLights residents are 
the pioneers that helped make 
Long Island City so desirable. 
It would be an outrage to al-
low them to be priced out of 
the neighborhood they helped 
build. All levels of govern-

ment must work together to 
find a solution to this crisis,” 
Gianaris said. “CityLights 
tenants are facing major in-
creases in taxes as a 20-year 
abatement on their building 
expires. Monthly charges for 
some tenants may increase by 
$1,000 or more. The city must 
give consent for them to ne-
gotiate a new agreement with 
Empire State Development, 
the original signatory to their 
abatement deal.”

CityLights residents have 
been making their voices loud 
and clear in recent weeks with 
a group of co-op owners dem-
onstrating along the water-
front as city and state elected 
officials cut the ribbon on the 
newly redeveloped Hunters  
Point South Waterfront Park 
June 27.

“When we moved out [to 
Long Island City] there was 
absolutely nothing here but 
old warehouses; actually the 
first question I asked the bro-
ker is ‘Is it safe?’ All of these 
people moved in and built a 
community and built a neigh-
borhood,” said Joann Rock, 
the president of CityLights’ 

board of directors. “So our 
tax bill went from $3 million 
to $5.8 million [per year]... 
Newer shareholders have big 
mortgages, so they’re going 

to be paying $7,000 a month to 
carry a two-bedroom in a co-
op when they could rent one 
for less.”

Rock said the assessed 

value of CityLights co-ops 
is based on the surrounding 
buildings, which are luxury 
high-rises that have gone up 
in recent years.

“We don’t have the amenities 
they have and yet we’re being 
valued based on them,” Rock 
said. “What we’re trying to do is 
actually get the state to reopen 
the [the agreement with Empire 
State] and renegotiate it.”

The contract with the pilot 
is on state land, so it would 
have to be renegotiated with 
the state. The city, however, 
must sign off to allow the state 
to do that.

“Representatives from city 
and state agencies must come 
up with a solution to help the 
residents of Citylights. An 87 
percent increase in the as-
sessed value is simply unac-
ceptable,” state Assemblywom-
an Catherine Nolan (D-Long 
Island City) said. “NYS and 
the Queens West Development 
Corporation have proposed a 
possible resolution, but New 
York City and the Department 
of Finance need to either sup-
port it or put forward their 
own proposal.”

Residents of CityLights co-op are fighting an expiring tax abatement and 
skyrocketing assessed values to stay in their Long Island City home. 

Photo by Mark Hallum
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being removed for the 
widening of Northern 
Boulevard. They lost the 
fight in 1931, and the re-
mains of Matinecock an-
cestors were removed and 
placed into a mass grave 
at the cemetery of the 
Zion Episcopal Church on 
the Douglaston Parkway.

“I found out that a lot 
of the longtime residents 
of Little Neck didn’t even 
know know of the Native 
presence that was here,” 
Barron said. “The Native 
presence in Little Neck 
was disappearing, and it 
was important to acknowl-
edge...and that’s why I 
wrote my books and went 

out lecturing the children 
to remind the community 
of what was once here.”  

Barron has lectured 
at the historical societ-
ies of Flushing, Bayside, 
Little Neck, Douglaston, 
and Floral Park, and the 
Little Neck Library and 
the Central Library in 
Jamaica. She presented a 
talk in Boston with spe-
cial guests from the Low-
ell Indian tribe.She has 
also shared beading and 
storytelling events with 
children at Bayside’s Fort 
Totten and the Alley Pond 
Environmental Center in 
Little Neck.

Barron will be joined 
by three other panelists at 
Flushing Town Hall: 

Tecumseh Ceaser, a 
Native American jew-
elry artist and cultural 
consultant, who is of 
the Matinecock Turkey 
clan, Wamponowag Poka-
naoket band, Montauket, 
and Blackfoot descent. 
Tecumseh is currently 
the North American Fo-
cal Point for the Global 
Indigenous Youth Caucus 
at the United Nations, 
where he advocates for 
indigenous Americans’ 
rights to member states, 
NGOs, and other indige-
nous nations. He has also 
provided cultural educa-
tion to universities, mu-

seums, and institutions 
including the Queens 
Public Library, Socrates 
Sculpture Park, the Pop-
penhusen Institute, and 
Alfred University.

Harry Wallace, chief 
of the Unkechaug Indian 
Nation since 1994, is a li-
censed attorney in New 
York state. The Unke-
chaug people live on the 
Poospatuck Reservation 
on Long Island. Wal-
lace is also a New York 
representative of Native 
American Graves Protec-
tion and Repatriation Act 
and has many leadership 
roles advocating for na-
tives’ rights, language, 
and sovereignty.

Chief Reggie Dances 
With Medicine Ceaser, 
Sagamore of the Matin-
necock Turkey Clan,  are 
descendents of the Waters 
Hegeman family.

His great uncle is Wal-
ter Robert Deer Foot Hege-
man, Sagamore, of the 
Matinnecock Turkey clan. 
He also is a descendent of 
Chief John Standing Wa-
ters and Chief James Wild 
Pildjen, who were chiefs of 
both the Matinecock and 
Montaukett. Chief Reggie 
has lectured at universi-
ties and historical orga-
nizations and is a well-
respected member of his 
community.

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Flushing-born Native American cherishes family roots
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

 
Donna Gentle Spirit 

Barron, a Matinecock/
Montaukett Indian who 
is the published author of 
five books about the life of 
her Matinecock ancestors 
of Little Neck and the fam-
ily historian of her people. 
She continues to fight for 
the truth to be told and to 
keep her family’s heritage 
alive.

Barron will take part 
in a panel discussion July 
26 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Flushing Town Hall’s free 
event, Honoring the First 
People of Queens, with de-
scendants of the Matine-
cock tribe of Queens and 
Long Island. The members 
will explore the tribe’s his-
tory, culture, and customs, 
focusing on best practices 
in acknowledging Mat-
inecock tribal territories, 
and tools to help the tribe 
build relationships with 
local organizations and 
government.

The Matinecock are 
Algonquin people who 
speak both Munsee and 

Costal Algonquin. They 
were the first inhabitants 
of Flushing and the sur-
rounding area before the 
Dutch and English settled 
there in the 1640s and 
1650s. Their North Shore 
lands stretched from what 
is today College Point to 
their hunting and fishing 
grounds in Smithtown, 
L.I.. In 1656, English Colo-
nist Thomas Hisks and his 
armed men seized the last 
Matinecock settlement, 
a fishing village in Little 
Neck. There are Matine-
cocks who continue to live 
on their ancestral land 
in Little Neck and other 
parts of Queens and Long 
Island. 

Barron, who was born 
in Flushing, now lives 
with her father in Little 
Neck, where her ances-
tors have been living since 
1636. Today, there are now 
only three original Native 
American families on the 
land. 

“I want people to 
know that we’re still here, 
strong, a people, and we’re 
fighting to keep our his-

tory alive” said Barron. 
“Unlike the Zion Church 
where they did the rebury-
ing of the body, they put a 
stone that says the last of 
the Matinecock and that’s 
not a true statement.” 

Barron’s late great 
great uncle, Chief James 
Wild Pildjen Waters, died   
in 1927 while leading the 
fight to save their ances-
tral burial ground from 

Flushing Town Hall will feature a panel discussion with 
Matinecock tribe members of Queens and Long Island. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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718-831-6950  |  GottaGetHART.com

* Restrictions apply. Call for details.
** Estimated savings based on average energy usage.

Lower your energy bills every month when you upgrade 
your heating or cooling equipment with Hart.

• Save $500* with Hart's Cool Cash Bonus
• Earn up to $600* in Upgrade & Save Rebates
• Get tax credits of 20¢ per gallon

• Reduce energy bills by up to $720** per year
•  Free 2-year service plan ($500 value) with all 

installations

Chill Out Now!
Warm Up Later!

Save on Heating & Cooling 
All Year Long!

Central Air Conditioning Sales & Service  |  Home Heating Oil Delivery

 

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional
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Far Rock gets nearly 700 affordable housing units 
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
The city has furthered its 

commitment to Downtown 
Far Rockaway’s development 
by announcing its plan to de-
liver on more than 670 units of 
affordable housing last week, 
according to City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Far 
Rockaway).

The affordable housing 
units will be provided by two 
non-profits and in two loca-
tions within the core of Down-
town Far Rockaway, according 
to the city’s Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.

“Today’s announcement 
is another step in the direc-
tion of progress for Downtown 
Far Rockaway,” said Richards 
July 11. 

The city selected The Com-
munity Builders, Inc., a lead-
ing non-profit developer of 
affordable and mixed-income 
housing, to transform a city-
owned lot at Beach 21st Street 
into 224 units of mixed-income, 
affordable housing, commer-
cial space and community fa-
cilities, according to the EDC. 

It also chose Phipps Houses, 

a not-profit developer, owner 
and manager of affordable 
housing throughout the city, to 
transform a dilapidated shop-
ping center located at 20-02 
Mott Ave. into a 457-unit mixed-
income housing complex, with 
an enhanced shopping facility 
and centralized public space, 
according to the EDC. 

“The heart of the peninsu-
la, already a bustling epicen-
ter for retail, transportation, 
entertainment, living and 
more under this courageous 
venture will reimagine Down-
town Far Rockaway as the 
crown jewel it once was, is and 
shall be more than ever,” said 
state Sen. James Sanders Jr. 
(D-Far Rockaway). 

The community space at 
Beach 21st Street will be 8,000 
square feet, the ground-floor 
retail space will be 24,000 
square feet, and the residential 
area will be 170,000 square feet 
by 2021, according to the EDC. 
A groundbreaking is expected 
for 2019.

Far Rockaway Village will 
provide a 23,000-square-foot 
public plaza, 92,000 square 
feet of commercial space and 

450,892 square feet of residen-
tial space for the first phase of 
the project by 2021. 

Additional housing units 
and commercial space will be 
added after the initial stage, 
according to Ryan Birchmeier, 
an EDC spokesman. 

At Beach Street, 130 units 
are to be allocated for house-
holds earning up to 60 percent 
of the area median income, 
and the remaining will be of-
fered at a range of affordabil-
ity levels. 

Far Rockaway Village will 
offer 67 units for extremely 
low-income households, 46 for 

formerly homeless households, 
and the remaining 388 units 
will serve a diverse range of 
household incomes including 
very low, low and moderate in-
come individuals and families.

State Comptroller Thom-
as DiNapoli’s office puts the 
Rockaways’ average median 
income at $44,400 (2016) and its 
median monthly rent at $1,043 
(2016). 

The creation of the afford-
able housing units is a part of a 
wider $288 million interagency 
Far Rockaway redevelopment 
plan called Roadmap for Action, 
consisting of local officials, the 

EDC, the City Planning Com-
mission, the Department of 
Housing Preservation, the De-
partment of Transportation, 
Small Business Services and 
other organizations.

The Roadmap for Action 
initiative invested $126 mil-
lion of the $288 million to-
wards infrastructure and the 
acquisition of the 23 blocks , 
which was rezoned for the con-
struction of   affordable hous-
ing units located at Beach 21st 
and Far Rockaway Village, ac-
cording to DiNapoli’s office. 

“The more work we put into 
our neighborhoods, the better 
the outcome will be for future 
generations. I am excited that 
the city is taking the next step 
towards that investment,” said 
Assemblywoman Stacey Phef-
fer Amato (D-Far Rockaway). 
“As Far Rockaway continues 
to grow and develop, we must 
ensure that additional invest-
ments are secured so that our 
families can grow and thrive.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

A dilapidated mall in Far Rockaway will be transformed into a housing 
complex.                   Google Earth
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signments, tests and quiz-
zes. The students complete 
their assignments with 
a video using American 
Sign Language — which 
gives Lopatin a better 
sense of his students’ abili-
ty to understand and sum-
marize a story.

“It’s a nod towards the 
flipped classroom,” said 
Lopatin. “It’s not a formal-
ized system at Lexington, 
but it’s a practice that is 
being done around the 
world where the student 
watches the lesson at home 
and comes in the next day 
with questions and does 
their ‘homework’ with the 
teacher.”

The videos are used 
for a variety of purposes: 
completing homework as-
signments, professional 
development for the staff 
and sharing school an-
nouncements. Each video 
includes several forms of 
communication -- Ameri-
can Sign Language, subti-
tles (which can be hard to 
find on YouTube), verbal 
and Spanish . 

To make learning fun, 
when Lopatin was an Eng-
lish teacher, he fostered a 
game-based learning sys-
tem that would refer to as-
signments as “missions or 
challenges” for students to 
complete, with each level 
unlocking new lessons in 
Schoology. 

“The students being 
mostly digital natives 
have taken to the tech-
nology very easily, and 

parents are able to com-
municate with their chil-
dren and other parents in 
the Schoology discussion 
forum,” Lopatin said. 

Donald Galloway, in 
his fifth year as CEO/su-
perintendent at the Lex-
ington School and him-
self hearing-impaired, 
said he is committed to 
investing in technology 
and providing the best 
services and education 
to the students, so they 
can reach the same high 
standards of learning as 
every other student. 

“Schoology and some 
other learning manage-
ment systems really help 
our students to enhance 
their skills, expand their 
knowledge, their experi-
ences, so once they leave 
Lexington, they’re ready 
to go out in the work-
force,” said Galloway.

Younger children in the 
school use iPads and learn 
coding, keyboarding, and 
how to post and edit pic-
tures, use email and tran-
scribe words in tech class. 
Students in grades 6-12 use 
portable laptops and learn 
how to vlog.

Galloway said Lex-
ington is in the process 
of setting up a basic 
$250,000 TV studio, 
since more people in 
the deaf community are 
using vlogs to share in-
formation. The students 
will learn some aspects 
of video production, 
editing, being in front 

of the camera, signing 
clearly, writing and col-
laborating on projects, 
Lopatin added. 

And electronic smart 
boards will eventually be 
replaced with smart TVs 
installed on each floor 
and in common rooms. 

“They’re interactive 
info announcements, so 
we have smart TVs so stu-
dents can access Ameri-
can Sign Language, 
which is the visual lan-
guage,” said Galloway.  

In addition, Lopatin 
said for the upcoming 
school year, the school 
is trying to leverage 
technology to provide 
language, accessibil-
ity, creation of a video 
library of American Sign 
Language, and a better 
base of understanding 
for students, including 
a little bit of fun in the 
classrooms. 

“Technology is chang-
ing quickly so we work as 
hard as we can to keep 
up, and if you don’t keep 
up with technology, you’ll 
fall behind so quickly,” 
said Galloway. “We don’t 
want our students to fall 
behind. We want them to 
graduate from Lexington 
to be caught up and kept 
up with the rest of the 
world.”

Reach reporter Car-
lotta Mohamed by e-mail 
at cmohamed@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4526.

LATE

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Lexington uses technology to help deaf students learn
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

 
At the Lexington 

School for the Deaf in East 
Elmhurst, technology 
plays a vital role in class-
rooms, creating a rich 
learning environment for 
teachers of deaf and hard-
of-hearing students.

One of five deaf schools 
in the state, Lexington has 
been around for 150 years 
and is the largest with 276 
students from the five bor-
oughs and foreign coun-
tries. It serves ages 3 to 
21, as well as infants from 
birth to 3 months.  

A number of students 
have other disabilities 
in addition to deafness, 
including mobility and 
mental impairments. The 
hearing and communica-
tion ability of the students 
varies greatly. But the use 
of video and vlogging, or 
video blogging, has been 
quite an effective tool for 
helping students under-
stand and communicate 
with their peers, teachers, 
and parents. 

At the beginning of 

the 2016-2017 school year, 
Schoology -- a K-12 online 
learning management 
system and social net-
working platform to im-
prove learning through 
better communication, 
collaboration, and in-
creased access to curricu-
lum and supplemental 
content -- was introduced 
to teachers at the Lexing-
ton School. It allows us-
ers to create, manage and 
share learning content 
and resources with stu-
dents both in and outside 
the classroom.  The school 
is at 25-26 75th St. 

Schoology is based in 
New York and its found-
ers, Jeremy Friedman, 
Ryan Hwang, Tim Trini-
dad, and Bill Kindler saw 
firsthand how education 
technology fell short of its 
promise to improve the 
learning experience for 
students and instructors. 
They decided to change 
that by building a Learn-
ing Management System 
aligned with the needs 
and learning style of edu-
cation in the real world.

Jared Lopatin, an Eng-
lish teacher turned The-
ater Director and EdTech 
Coordinator at the Lex-
ington School, advocated 
for Schoology, which en-
ables teachers to create as-

Jared Lopatin (r.), an English teacher turned Ed Tech Coordinator, implements fun game-based learning activities in his 
classroom for students.   Courtesy of The Lexington School for the Deaf
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY MARK HALLUM
 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-

son Heights) is taking heat from Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez and the Working 
Families Party after declining to take 
measures to remove himself from their 
line on the ballot in the November gen-
eral election.

Initially endorsed and added to the 
ballot under the WFP nomination, the 
third party is now putting its full sup-
port behind Ocasio-Cortez, who was 
launched onto the national stage after 
beating Crowley, a 20-year veteran, in 
the June 26 Democratic primary. Crow-
ley was considered a frontrunner to be-
come House majority leader if the Dem-
ocrats retook control in November.

The WFP is trying to persuade 
Crowley to remove himself from the 
ballot by asking him to change his 
residency to Virginia where he keeps a 
home and sends his children to school, 
especially since Crowley has been a 
vocal supporter of Ocasio-Cortez, as 
he publicly promised prior to his stun-
ning upset.

“Lots [of] questions about WFP 
line. Was honored to have their sup-
port. I’m not running. For [the] record 
you can only be removed from the bal-
lot if 1) you move out of NY; 2) die; 3) be 
convicted of a crime; 4) accept a nomi-
nation for another office (in a place 
I don’t live),” Crowley said in a state-
ment posted to Twitter. “I don’t plan on 
moving out of New York, have a clean 
record, hope God’s will is that I don’t 
die, and won’t commit what I honestly 
believe to be election fraud.”

After the race was called in favor of 
Ocasio-Cortez on Election Night, Crow-
ley said he would put Democratic unity 
above all else to oppose the Trump ad-
ministration and support his former 
opponent, who walked away with 57 
percent of the vote.

“You’d think that given the mo-
ment we’re in that Democratic leaders 
would want to help progressive forces 
to unite,” Bill Lipton, state director of 
the Working Families Party, told the 
New York Times, adding that when he 
reached out to the Crowley campaign 
to coordinate removing Crowley from 
the ballot, they declined.

Crowley, in a NY1 debate just weeks 
prior to his defeat, said he would pledge 
his full support for Ocasio-Cortez if she 
won and asked that she do the same, 
but Ocasio-Cortez said that would have 
to be taken into more consideration.

At a later debate in Jackson Heights, 
Ocasio-Cortez gave the same response 
when Crowley followed up asking for 
her support in the event of his victory.

Ocasio-Cortez held Crowley to his 
word despite her unwillingness to re-
ciprocate the gesture of support.

“[Crowley] stated on live TV that 
he would absolutely support my candi-
dacy,” Ocasio-Cortez wrote in a Twit-
ter post on July 12. “Instead, he’s stood 
me up for all 3 scheduled concession 
calls. Now, he’s mounting a 3rd party 
challenge against me and the Demo-
cratic Party- and against the will of 
[the WFP].”

The Queens Democratic Party boss 
said it was not his camp that failed to 
follow through on the concession calls, 
but the Ocasio 2018 staff.

“Alexandria, the race is over and 
Democrats need to come together,” 
Crowley responded. “I’ve made my sup-
port for you clear and the fact that I’m 
not running. We’ve scheduled phone 
calls and your team has not followed 
through. I’d like to connect but I’m not 
willing to air grievances on Twitter.” 

But Ocasio-Cortez has not im-
pressed many Democrats in the House 
with her stance on Crowley vacating 
the WFP line.

U.S. Rep. John Larson (D-Conn.), a 
former chairman of the House Demo-
cratic Caucus, followed many other 
Democrats in his criticism.

“When it comes to courtesy and 
decency, and especially the way — the 
class way — in which Joe Crowley has 
conducted himself and every overture 
that he’s made, I think she would be 
wise to rethink some of the things that 
she’s saying,” Larson told The Hill.

At this point, it would seem Ocasio-
Cortez is bound to face Crowley again 
in the general election alongside Re-
publican Anthony Pappas, a St. John’s 
University professor.

Crowley name still on ballot 
divides Democratic leaders

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley will be on the 
Working Families Party line in the general 
election against Alexandria Ocasio Cortez, 
who beat him in the Democratic primary. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Human trafficking is an epidemic that spans the 
United States and afflicts Queens.

In New York City, lawmakers from the borough, are 
arguing that not enough is being done to support traf-
ficking victims.

State Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi held a news con-
ference last week calling on Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
New York state to sign legislation that would create “cul-
turally competent” shelters for survivors of human traf-
ficking. Hevesi was joined by Assemblyman Mike Miller 
of Woodhaven and City Councilman Barry Grodenchik 
of Oakland Gardens, on the steps of City Hall in Manhat-
tan. The Queens electeds led the charge urging Cuomo 
to sign the joint bill to establish both short-term safe and 
long-term safe house residential facilities and services 
operated by not-for-profit agencies for survivors of hu-
man trafficking.

These facilities would offer health care, mental 
health counseling, drug addiction screening and treat-
ment, language interpretation and translation services, 
English language instruction, job training and place-
ment assistance, post-employment services for job reten-
tion, and services to assist the victim and their family 
members establish permanent residency.

Queens is the nation’s most ethically diverse county, 
and neighborhoods such as Flushing, Jackson Heights 
and Woodside have been the site of numerous traffick-
ing cases. The borough was also the driving force behind 
a pilot program that led to the 2013 creation of the state-
wide Human Trafficking Courts, which are designed to 
connect human trafficking victims to social services, 
including mental health care, housing, and educational 
and employment opportunities.

Since 2007, There have been 1,945 total calls to the Na-
tional Human Trafficking Hotline, which reported 4,303 
victims of human trafficking in New York state. Those 
numbers include 860 victims in 2017. These totals are 
way too high. 

It should be an easy decision for Cuomo to sign this 
bill into law. Human trafficking victims are often left 
to cope with physical and psychological trauma and de-
serve a place to process their troubling ordeals before 
returning to society. These shelters will help. 

For many survivors of human trafficking, their most 
immediate and essential need is a safe, supportive place 
to stay. In New York state, we have all kinds of shelters, 
including homeless shelters, domestic violence shelters 
and youth shelters. It’s time to add shelters for human 
trafficking victims to the list. 

It’s clear that shelters tailored to meet the particular, 
cultural needs of trafficking survivors are necessary. In-
troducing the legislation is a step in the right direction. 
Now, we need our governor to make it a reality.

This year, there was a federal 
primary in New York on June 26. 
There were no contested races for 
the statewide Senate seat current-
ly held by Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
and few congressional primaries.

However, there will be another 
primary on Sept. 13 for state offi-
cers.  

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is being 
challenged by fellow Democrat 
Cynthia Nixon, and there will 
be a Democratic Party primary 
for state attorney general with 
probable candidates Letitia 
James and Zephyr Teachout. 

There will no doubt be a 
smattering of other races as 
well, including contests for 

state Senate and Assembly.
Why do we have two primary 

dates?  Why can’t the primaries 
be combined to save the taxpay-
ers millions of dollars?  

In New York in 2016, there 
was a Presidential Primary in 
April, a Congressional Primary 
in June and a State Primary in 
September.

Three primaries! Does this 
make sense?  Doesn’t this sep-
aration of primaries encour-
age lower voter turnout?  And 
again, the cost to the taxpayers 
is staggering.

We need to have reform of 
our voting system here in New 
York state. I was pleased to read 

that reforms are being proposed 
in Albany to encourage voter 
participation.

We also need to make run-
ning for office less onerous and 
easier for would-be candidates 
of any party. 

There is also the issue of cam-
paign finance reform to ensure 
that elections can’t be controlled 
by wealthy contributors.

However, to me, the most ob-
vious reform and probably the 
easiest to implement is to sched-
ule all primaries in our state on 
one day.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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Lost in the discussions on 
whether it is acceptable to 
lock up children separately 
or to simply lock up entire 
families for violating immi-
gration law is the case of the 
Golden Venture, which landed 
on Queens shores 25 years ago 
carrying more than 200 illegal 
immigrants.

As the proponents of the 
Abolish ICE movement have as-
serted in recent weeks, not only 
is the country’s lead immigra-
tion authority a recent creation, 
but the enforcement of indis-
criminate detention and depor-
tation can be traced directly to 

the Trump administration and 
its stated policy to be “tough” on 
the undocumented after ebbing 
and flowing since the late 1970s.  
The subsequent crackdown has 
ensnared many, including law-
ful asylum seekers, long-term 
and law-abiding residents and 
others who have a reasonable 
belief that their safety would be 
in danger.

In actuality, at the turn of 
the century, to immigrate to 
America, one needed to arrive 
at a port of entry and pass a 
medical examination.  Work-
ers flowed seasonally across 
the border with Mexico.  There 
were racist exemptions, mostly 
against Asian immigrations, 
but European immigrants, for 
the most part, enjoyed unre-
stricted entry to the country.  As 
immigration from Western Eu-
rope fell and larger numbers of 
Jews, Italians and Irish sought 
out new lives in America, na-

tivist panic led to the creation 
of quotas and other restrictions 
that have led to the modern re-
stricted immigration system.

The practice of detaining 
asylum seekers  has links to 
Queens, where on June 6, 1993, 
the Golden Venture, a cargo 
ship originating in China, ran 
aground on Fort Tilden beach 
in the Rockaways.  Of the 286 on 
board, 10 drowned or died of hy-
pothermia in the ensuing cha-
os and the remainder were in-
carcerated in York, Pa., where 
eventually some were granted 
asylum, but others were deport-
ed back to China or other coun-
tries that would accept them.  
Despite having a reasonable 
claim of asylum, having been 
the victims of human traffick-
ing, some were imprisoned for 
up to four years.  The detention 
of the Golden Venture victims 
became a national issue, even-
tually reaching President Clin-

ton, who authorized the release 
of the remaining 52 detainees 
in 1997.  

In the story of the Golden 
Venture, we see many paral-
lels to today.  Many of the vic-
tims were recruited by crimi-
nal gangs with the condition 
that they would need to work 
off up to $30,000 in the debt 
once they arrived in New York.  
Today, citing human traffick-
ing and MS-13 as key concerns, 
our immigration system elects 
to punish those who arrive at 
the border to claim asylum.  As 
was the case with the asylum 
seekers of the Golden Venture, 
who were starved and abused 
by traffickers, many have 
made a journey that no one 
would undertake unless they 
were truly desperate.  At the 
time, many of the interpreters 
noted that despite their ordeal, 
the asylum seekers considered 
the hardship preferable to the 

political oppression and im-
poverishment in their home 
country.

Yet, with many similar 
stories of asylum seekers, hav-
ing crossed oceans and made 
harrowing journeys to claim 
their right to petition for asy-
lum, the United States has not 
progressed beyond the think-
ing of 25 years ago, in which 
the impulse was to lock asy-
lum seekers in prison rather 
than give their petitions fair 
consideration.  The Trump ad-
ministration has announced 
plans to increase the number 
of detention centers, a trou-
bling sign for an agency that 
already operates with a quota 
for number of beds that must 
be filled with detainees. 

 Those arguing the merits 
of family or separate deten-
tions miss the lessons that 
happened on our shores 25 
years ago.

On Queens’ shores, a lesson on asylum seekers
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in the 
borough’s history.

Born Josephine Esther 
Mentzer on July 1, 1908 in Co-
rona, Estée Lauder was a busi-
nesswoman known for her 
eponymous brand of cosmetics. 
From a modest beginning in 
which an uncle made cosmetic 
products in an abandoned sta-
ble behind their house, Lauder 
diligently built her brand into a 
global beauty empire. When her 
company went public in 1995, it 
was worth some $2 billion. 

The daughter of Jewish im-

migrants from Hungary, young 
Josephine was nicknamed Es-
tee after a beloved relative in 
the old country. As a child, she 
learned the value of hard work 
and creative marketing by 
working in the family hardware 
store, alongside most of her eight 
siblings. She later recalled her 
father gift-wrapping hammers 
and nails for customers during 
Christmas when she introduced 
the practice of giving free gifts 
to beauty product customers 
who made purchases. While she 
attended Newtown High School, 
she began helping her uncle, 
a chemist, create and sell his 
line of creams, lotions, rouge, 
and fragrances, and became 

fascinated with making women 
beautiful. After graduation, she 
decided to enter the cosmetics 
business.

As a young woman, the fu-
ture beauty magnate sold her 
uncle’s concoctions to friends 
and at beauty salons and resorts. 
Following her marriage to Jo-
seph Lauter, who later changed 
the spelling of his name to 
Lauder, the young mother was 
asked by a salon owner in Man-
hattan how she kept her skin so 
beautiful. Not one to miss an 
opportunity, Estée Lauder soon 
returned to the beauty parlor 
with samples of her homemade 
creams to demonstrate to cus-
tomers. Impressed by her line 
of products, the owner hired the 
Corona native to sell her cosmet-
ics at her store. Estée Lauder 
was on her way.

Although Lauder divorced 
her husband in 1939 and moved 
to Miami, the couple remarried 
in 1942. The Lauders then both 
devoted themselves full time to 

growing the family cosmetics 
business. In 1947, she received 
her first department store order 
from Saks Fifth Avenue, which 
sold out in two days. In 1953, she 
introduced her first fragrance 
called Youth-Dew, a bath oil that 
doubled as a perfume. Rather 
than applying drops behind the 
ear like a perfume, women used 
the product by the bottle in their 
bath water. By 1984, the com-
pany sold 150 million bottles of 
Youth-Dew a year, and women 
continue to use both the spray 
and bath oil today. Throughout 
her career, the Queens native 
was as innovative with her mar-
keting campaigns as her prod-
ucts, a skill which made her the 
wealthiest self-made woman in 
the world at the height of her 
career. 

In the 1960s, Estée Lauder ex-
panded overseas, opening an out-
let in Harrods department store 
in London in 1961, and added the 
Aramis men’s fragrance line as 
well as the Clinique cosmetics 

line. In 1973, the beauty queen 
from Queens handed the reins of 
her family business to her oldest 
son, Leonard. In recognition of 
a career spent bringing beauty 
to women the world over, Estée 
Lauder received the Knight class 
of the Legion of Honour from the 
consul general of France, she 
was the only woman on Time 
magazine’s 1998 list of the 20 
most influential business ge-
niuses of the 20th century, and 
also received the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom shortly before 
her death in 2004.

In the 1985 TV documentary 
“Estée Lauder: The Sweet Smell 
of Success,” the cosmetics entre-
preneur shared the secret of her 
success. “I have never worked a 
day in my life without selling. If 
I believe in something, I sell it, 
and I sell it hard.”

For more information, con-
tact the Greater Astoria Histori-
cal Society at (718) 278-0700 or 
visit www.astorialic.org.

Cosmetics queen Estée Lauder was born in Corona

New Voices

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

In November the Kissena 
Park Civic Association mem-
bers coordinated with City 
Councilman Peter Koo’s Of-
fice, the Partnership for Parks, 
Parks District Manager Mark 
Edwards and students from 
Hunter High School to spread 
wood chips on trails in Kis-
sena Park. Woodchips and tools 
were provided by the city Parks 
Department. 

The newsletter had a page 
of neighborhood happenings 
which involved parking and 
traffic issues. It made the point 
that it is illegal to park com-
mercial vehicles such as trucks 
and school buses overnight on 
residential streets. When they 
are parked at intersections, 

they obstruct the views of autos 
which come to a corner. Any 
person can call 311 to report 
such a vehicle obstructing the 
views of drivers. When you call 
be sure to have the address in 
front of which the vehicle is 
parked,  make of the vehicle, 
color, license plate number, and 
name of the company which 
must be on the vehicle by law.

The November 2017 issue of 
the Bayside Hills Civic Asso-
ciation Beacon told of locations 
where the civic had complained 
to the Department of Buildings 
about illegal construction.  
Residents identified these sites 
as what they suspected were 
illegal two- or three-family 
homes, plus a two-floor exten-
sion being built without a con-
struction permit. Working with 
Community Board 11, the civic 
association was responsible for 
stop work orders to be issued. 
This is what civic associations 
do to help maintain the quality 
of life in their communities.

The Beacon listed holiday 

food safety tips such as to fully 
cook meat and poultry to kill 
all bacteria and to thoroughly 
wash raw fruits and vegetables, 
keep hot liquids and the handles 
of cooking pots away from the 
edge of the table or stove where 
children can come close and 
knock them over, wash hands 
frequently, wash with soap any 
spoon or dish you used for raw 
food before using it with cooked 
food, keep raw and cooked food 
separate and keep utensils sep-
arate, thaw food in the refrig-
erator not on a countertop, and 
foods that require refrigeration 
should never be left at room 
temperature for more than two 
hours even while serving it. 

The November-December 
2017 issue of the Auburndale 
Voice, the newsletter of the 
Auburndale Improvement As-
sociation, had an article about 
how to protect your property 
from deed fraud. Sometimes 
criminals record a deed il-
legally into their name. The 
City Register at the Depart-

ment of  Finance reviews doc-
uments submitted for record-
ing and reports suspicious 
activity to the Sheriff’s Office 
for investigation. 

Protect your house by reg-
istering  for the Recorded Doc-
ument Notification Program 
online to get notified any time 
a document is recorded related 
to your property. If necessary 
obtain a form and register by 
mail, check the City Register’s 
Records often using the ACRIS 
system to make sure that there 
are no deeds or mortgages that 
you are not aware of registered 
on your property or have your 
lawyer do it.

If your property is not occu-
pied, you should check to make 
sure it is not occupied illegally.  
Ask someone to look after your 
property if you are going to be 
away for a long time and make 
sure that the Department of 
Finance has the correct mail-
ing address for you or the per-
son who should receive notices 
about your property. Contact 

the Department of Finance if 
you suddenly stop receiving 
the tax requirements you usu-
ally receive from Finance. If 
you suspect any deed fraud get 
a copy of the fraudulent docu-
ment from the City Register’s 
Office, contact the Sheriff’s 
Department and your borough 
District Attorney’s Office and 
contact your attorney to con-
firm your ownership of the 
property.  

Good and bad news
of the week

We have been following the 
international effort to rescue 
the young soccer players from 
that water filled cave in Thai-
land. All that expertise and 
money to help 13 people.  It is 
great but what about the mil-
lions of Syrian, Afghani and 
Iraqi refugees, the migrants 
from Africa fleeing draught, 
and those fleeing gangs and 
violence and poverty from 
Central America?

Good deeds and preparation tools across the borough 
COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#29837
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 CHEVY CRUZE
$8,500$7,995 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246923k miles, Stk#32703
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'13 HONDA CIVIC

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$14,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

ENJOY THE AMAZING SUMME
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/20/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

$12,500BUY 
FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M41946
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP PATRIOT
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#33411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHRYSLER T&C
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA

ER DEALS AT MAJOR WORLD
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CITY OF WATER DAY 
TELLS HISTORY 

OF NYC'S WATERWAYS
A LOOK AT NEWTOWN CREEK IN QUEENS HIGHLIGHTS JULY 14 EVENT

The city Parks Department and the Waterfront Alliance celebrated New York City’s waterfront parks 

during Saturday’s annual City of Water Day.  1: A new park at Hunters Point, right where Newtown Creek 

meets the East River, gives people direct access to the water in this stretch of Long Island City for 

the first time in decades. 2: A view of the Kosciuszko Bridge from Newtown Creek. The pillars (l.) will 

support a second span — and a mirror image of the first one — across the creek. 3: It’s a tight fit under the 

Greenpoint Avenue Bridge for the ferry, even at low tide. 4: The research ship dubbed “CUNY1” studies 

changes to Jamaica Bay and is docked at Riis Landing, ready to take on visitors for the day. 5: Mickey 

Cohen of the Littoral Society, the group that calls itself the guardian of Jamaica Bay, leads a group of 

hikers around the shoreline. 6: At the Peninsula branch of the Queens Library, a pop-up science center 

emerges in the shape of the JOIDES Resolution, a ship that collects core samples thousands of feet below 

the ocean floor. 7: Canoers get ready to launch on Newtown Creek. The narrow public dock is sandwiched 

between commercial properties that take up most of the shoreline of the 3.5-mile creek. 8: A number 

of boats, including this little tug, use the creek as an informal — some say illegal — marina to moor.

1



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 20–26, 2018 27  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Photos by Michael Shain and from Twitter
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Borough President Melinda Katz tests out the new playground equipment at Bush Park in Woodside. Her office provided 
more than half the $1.8 million needed to renovate the park.  Photo by Michael Shain 

C’mon, guys, don’t fight! But if you must, make it a charity 
boxing tournament. The FDNY and the London Metropolitan 
Police squared off, first over lunch at O’Neill’s in Maspeth 
(top), then in the ring at St. Camillus School in Rockaway 
Beach.  Photos by Bruce Adler

For Queens College Night at Citi Field, marking the school’s 
80th anniversary, alum Michael Weisman (r.) — the legendary TV 
sports producer and now producer of “Morning Joe” — threw out 
the first pitch to college President Félix V. Matos Rodríguez.  

Courtesy of Queens College 

A special appearance by our own Queensboro Symphony at the Korean mission to the UN includes a performance by mezzo-
soprano Sahoko Sato Timpone, under the baton of conductor Dong Hyun Kim. Courtesy of Queensboro Symphony

At the Croatian restaurant Rudar Social Club in Astoria, anxiety and frustration overwhelm fans of the underdog Croatian 
soccer team during Sunday’s World Cup final against France.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

And the winner of this year’s Queens Botanical Garden 
photo contest is Steven Wong of Whitestone, who 
grabbed this shot of his 2-year-old daughter Hinata on a 
cell phone.  Courtesy of QBG
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 
Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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Astoria resident and comedian 
Carmen Lynch appeared as a con-
testant on NBC's "America's Got 
Talent" earlier this month. 

Photo by Trae Patton/NBC

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Did Astoria-based comedian Did Astoria-based comedian 
Carmen Lynch move a step clos-Carmen Lynch move a step clos-
er to snagging her own Las Ve-er to snagging her own Las Ve-
gas show and a cool million on gas show and a cool million on 
“America’s Got Talent”?“America’s Got Talent”?

She’s tall and awfully funny, She’s tall and awfully funny, 
dishing out one-liners that leave dishing out one-liners that leave 
her audiences in stitches. her audiences in stitches. 

Lynch always has lots of sto-Lynch always has lots of sto-
ries to tell. Some are silly, while ries to tell. Some are silly, while 
others are unabashedly dicey and others are unabashedly dicey and 
even self-deprecating. All are even self-deprecating. All are 
hilariously based on things that hilariously based on things that 
happened in her life... except for happened in her life... except for 
the things she exaggerates.the things she exaggerates.

“I looked like such a freak. “I looked like such a freak. 
The teachers were so nice to me. The teachers were so nice to me. 
They’d be like: ‘You should be a They’d be like: ‘You should be a 
model because you’re so tall.’ model because you’re so tall.’ 
You’re like: ‘What about my face? You’re like: ‘What about my face? 
My face wants to be a model, too,” My face wants to be a model, too,” 
she joked. she joked. 

That’s the joke that caught the That’s the joke that caught the 
judges’ attention, garnered four yes judges’ attention, garnered four yes 
votes and a standing ovation after votes and a standing ovation after 
the comedian completed the memo-the comedian completed the memo-

rable stand-up set. If you watched rable stand-up set. If you watched 
her “America’s Got Talent” audi-her “America’s Got Talent” audi-
tion on the episode that aired Tues-tion on the episode that aired Tues-
day, July 10, you would have appre-day, July 10, you would have appre-
ciated everyone’s reaction.ciated everyone’s reaction.

New Yorkers who viewed the New Yorkers who viewed the 
show that evening may have show that evening may have 
been surprised to find out their been surprised to find out their 
city was represented by a comic city was represented by a comic 
from Queens. This season’s only from Queens. This season’s only 
New York City competitor, Lynch New York City competitor, Lynch 
made it onto the NBC talent show made it onto the NBC talent show 
during the final round of audi-during the final round of audi-
tions back in April.tions back in April.

And not surprisingly, she was And not surprisingly, she was 
over the moon when she wit-over the moon when she wit-
nessed Simon Cowell, Mel B., Hei-nessed Simon Cowell, Mel B., Hei-
di Klum, and Howie Mandel vote di Klum, and Howie Mandel vote 
unanimously to send her through unanimously to send her through 
as an official competitor on sea-as an official competitor on sea-
son 13. That episode marked the son 13. That episode marked the 
final round of judge auditions. final round of judge auditions. 
Lynch and a select few who made Lynch and a select few who made 
it past, via the golden buzzer, it past, via the golden buzzer, 
have been setting their sights on have been setting their sights on 
the grand prize: their very own the grand prize: their very own 
Las Vegas show, and $1 million.

Astoria's 
Got 

Talent

Queens comedian competes 
on popular NBC show

Vegas show, and $1 millioegas show, and $1 millio
Continued on Page 35
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

BY MERLE EXIT

My favorite brand 
of sake is Gekkeikan, a 
company who has settled 
in Folsom, Calif., due to 
the water coming from 
the snow of the Sierra 
Mountains. I traveled 
there to do a tasting and 
found that I enjoyed their 
domestic products more 
than ones that were im-
ported from Japan. Four 
stood out above the rest: 
Haiku, Traditional, Sil-
ver, and Black and Gold, 
which is the best.  

Not all liquor stores 
seemed to supply these 
products, particularly 
the Black and Gold. I 
found Rich Haven Dis-
count Liquors in Wood-
haven, owned by Jimmy 
Yu, which has been 
around for many years. 
Yu decided to expand his 
business by opening up 
U-Me Sushi, located next 
door.  

The small restaurant 
— located at 8509 Jamai-
ca Ave. — is noted for its 
takeout, but has about a 
dozen tables to dine in, 

too. Your order is freshly 
prepared at either the 
no-seating sushi bar or 
in the kitchen. U-Me Su-
shi offers two types of 
Japanese cuisine — su-
shi and hibachi prepared 
in the kitchen and not at 
your table. I wanted to 
sample both and brought 
company to share in the 
tasting. 

I concluded that 
sashimi, slices of raw 
fish, would allow me 
to judge the freshness 
and ordered the 10-piece 
plate. The chef deter-
mines which pieces of 
sashimi to serve, though 
you can ask to eliminate 
something that you tend 
to not like. This plate 
came with two smoked 
salmon, two salmon, two 
tuna, one salmon roe, 
two mackerel, and one 
fluke.

The fish tasted quite 
fresh and amount of each 
piece was of value with 
the price.  

Sushi is anything put 
on top of a small clump of 
vinegar-flavored cooked 
rice. Maki, also known 

as norimaki, are rolls of 
sushi wrapped in nori. 
They are cut into either 
six or eight pieces and 
are meant to be indulged 
in one whole piece at a 
time. 

The ingredients can 
be as common as tuna or 
combined with as many 
as six items, in what is 
considered to be a restau-
rant’s “signature roll.” 
I chose one called “Ja-
maica,” which consisted 
of shrimp tempura, cu-

cumber, eel, mango, and 
caviar with soy bean pa-
per and eel sauce. Three 
cheers to the chef! Each 
taste bud was equally 
pleasured.  

Two other maki spe-
cials were the rock n’ roll 
— consisting of toasted 
eel, salmon skin, avoca-
do and cucumber — and 
the remix vegetable roll 
— made with shiitake 
mushroom, squash, avo-
cado, cucumber and os-
hinko. One of my friends 

who joined me is a part-
time vegetarian and 
loved the remix.  

The plates also came 
with some small sides, 
including gari (pickled 
ginger), wasabi, and soy 
sauce. Gari is used to 
cleanse the palate be-
tween eating pieces of 
sushi.  Wasabi is Japa-
nese horseradish. I am 
always careful not to use 
too much as it immedi-
ately affects the nasal 
passages. 

The hibachi menu 
had a choice of filet mi-
gnon as lunch — served 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
from Monday through 
Saturday, excluding holi-
days. Steak is grilled and 
comes with hibachi veg-
etables and fried rice. It 
has less salt content than 
the teriyaki menu due to 
the sauce. It also comes 
with vegetables and 
white rice. 

A complimentary ap-
petizer of kani salad was 
delivered to our table. 
Kani is imitation crab 
and combined with cu-
cumber and mixed with 

spicy mayonnaise and 
flying fish roe. It was to-
tally tasty!

Many of the menu 
items include a choice 
of either soup or salad. 
It’s all about the ginger 
dressing. I tend to re-
quest extra just to dip 
my pieces of roll into 
rather than wasabi or 
soy sauce.  

U-Me Sushi also of-
fers a Benzo Box lunch 
served with rice, gyoza 
(wonton wrapped pork 
and cabbage), California 
roll and miso soup or 
salad, ranging in price 
from $7 to $11. Other 
lunch offerings include 
rolls and hand rolls  — 
served with miso soup or 
salad — where you can 
choose three from a list 
for $9.95. Take advantage 
of their lunch menu!

U-Me Sushi is open 
Monday through Thurs-
day from 11 a.m. to 10:30 
p.m., Friday and Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. and Sunday from 12 
p.m. to 10 p.m. The lunch 
menu is not offered on 
Sundays. 

U-Me Sushi delivers with authentic Japanese cuisine

U-Me Sushi in Woodhaven offers inventive maki rolls and 
kani salad. Photo by Merle Exit
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Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck464646464666 1-1-111119999 9 9 9 9 MaMaMaMaMaMaarararararararaaththththththt onononononono PPP PPPPkwkwkwkwkwkwkwwyy.y.y.y.y.y.yyyyyy ,,, , , ,,,,, LiLiLiiittttttttttttttttlelelelelelele NNN N N NNecececececkkkkkk
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

No substitutions  
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$895

10% OFF
DINNER

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Southside with You — A 
docudrama about Barack 
Obama’s fi rst date with 
Michelle Robinson, his future 
wife, during the summer of 
1989 in Chicago.
When: Friday, July 20, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Rockaway Beach and 
Boardwalk
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Brave — Princess Merida 
uses her bravery and 
archery skills to battle a 
curse and restore peace 
to the Scottish Highlands 
after she makes a wish that 
puts her entire kingdom in 
jeopardy.
When: Saturday, July 21, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Paul Raimonda 

Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Edward Scissorhands — 
Edward’s unconventional 
charm is soon discovered as 
he styles hair, gardens and 
grooms dogs with the shears 
of metal where his fi ngers 
should have been.
When: Sunday, July 22, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Athens Square
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Grease — Good girl Sandy 
and greaser Danny fall in 
love over the summer.  When 
they unexpectedly discover 
they’re now in the same high 
school, will they be able to 
rekindle their romance? 
When: Monday, July 23, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 

Bandshell 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

EVENTS

Cyril the Sorcerer Presents 
Water Wizard — Invited 
to learn about the magical 
qualities of water by Cyril the 
Sorcerer, the audience is swept 
up in the mission the wizard 
has about the challenges 
facing modern society and 
ways in which we can all 
conserve and preserve “the 
magic of water.” The program 
ends with a discussion of 
the role children can play in 
making the magic of recycling 
happen in their own home, 
school and community.
When: Friday, July 20, at 
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, check 

TimesLedger’s website at WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM/SECTIONS/CALENDAR

Continued on Page 34
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 20-26, 2018

By Pete Canty

Let's Boogie
Across

1. Goes with
6. Coffee holders
10. Pet lovers' org.
14. Unmoving
15. Precedes 
police or act
16. Campus 
hangout
17. Skylit lobbies
18. Elizabeth's 
daughter
19. "Major" 
animal
20. Ray Lewis, 
e.g.
22. "Pronto!"
23. W.W. II vessel
24. Sweetie pie
26. Water a 
neighbor's plants, 
perhps
31. Mine find
32. Mgr.'s aide
33. Kings' toppers
35. Remove
39. "Aha!"
40. Follower of the 
beginning of 20A, 
57A, 10D, and 29D
42. Exposes
43. Hoarse
45. 10th-century 
pope
46. Poems of 
praise
47. Young fellow
49. Academic 
work

51. Just got (by)
55. Slip up
56. Desertlike
57. Complained
63. Extend credit
64. Burn balm
65. Point the 
finger at
66. Basilica area
67. Lip
68. Kind of 
column
69. Does and 
bucks
70. Ogles
71. Increase

Down

1. Type of tone
2. Not pro
3. Beach bird

4. Buffalo's county
5. Horse house
6. Of use
7. Pen call
8. In shape
9. Sound system
10. 8 to 64, e.g.
11. Handbag
12. Jose's houses
13. Go with  
the flow
21. Syrian leader
25. "You ___ here"
26. Head cover
27. Peak in Greek 
myth
28. Takes 
advantage of
29. Painter's 
equipment
30. Basic belief

34. Like many 
soccer draws
36. BMW rival
37. Fr. holy 
women
38. To be, to 
Brutus
41. Each partner
44. Chatter
48. Lower in rank
50. Saudi ___
51. Light lunch
52. Brunch 
serving
53. Wash cycle
54. Hold up
58. Misplace
59. Dolt
60. Poker unit
61. Let out
62. Art ___

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

 

LAST 
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ELEMENTARY SYMBOLISM
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Summer Sports 
Experience: Fundamentals 
of Softball — Summer 
Sports Experience is an 
instructional youth program 
that teaches sports skills. 
It is a drop-in program, so 
participants can stop by for 
one or more sessions, but 
kids who stay for the whole 
program will get the most 
benefi t from it. Registration 
is recommended. 
Recommended for children 
ages 8-14. 
When: Friday, July 20, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Playground for 
All Children in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Stargazing on the 
Waterfront — Stop by the 
festival for music, arts, 
culture, and yoga.
When: Friday, July 20, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Hunter’s Point South 
Park
Cost: Free

Solar Energy Family 
Workshop — Queens 
Historical Society will be 

offering a workshop for 
children to assemble a 
Solar Rover Kit. This activity 
teaches children how to 
harness the light of the 
sun to power everyday 
object. They will transform 
a recycled soda can into a 
solar rover.
When: Saturday, July 21, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Kingsland 
Homestead in Margaret I. 
Carman Green - Weeping 
Beech
Cost: $10 for students, free 
for parents/guardians
Contact: (718) 939-0647

Saturday Sculpture 
Workshop Body in Between 
Body Casting with Liene 
Bosqu — Participants will 
investigate the process of 
creating a three-dimensional 
copy of a living human body. 
Participants will use their 
own or a parent/friend’s 
body parts as a model to 
make casts with plaster 
bandage. This method of 
life-casting allows creation 
of exact portraits and body 
reproduction, through 
the use of mold-making 
techniques.
When: Saturday, July 21, 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 956-1819

Presto Pete and 
Incredulous Chris — Presto 
Pete and Incredulous 
Chris of Pete and Chris 
Amusements are New 
England’s only two-man kids 
magic show. They’ll give a 
high-energy performance 
that capture’s kids’ attention 
and doesn’t let go. They are 
two brothers who have been 
performing around the east 
coast for the past fi ve years, 
making kids not only laugh, 
but also giggle and guffaw.
When: Saturday, July 21, at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Forest Park Carousel 
Amusement Village
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676 

Queensboro Dance Festival 
— Head to the Queensboro 
Dance Festival, an annual six-
month tour of performances 
and community dance 
activities featuring dance 
companies all from Queens. 
For the full Queens tour 
schedule, visit  www.
queensborodancefestival.
com .
When: Saturday, July 21, 
from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: Juniper Valley Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Magical Matt — Magical 
Matt’s show is magical 
mayhem! As a fast-talking, 
wise-cracking magician, 
his act if full of guesses 
and surprises. With more 
than 20 years of clowning 
and womedy Magic under 
his belt, he is sure to keep 
family members of all ages 
entertained. Hold on to your 
hats and get ready to laugh.
When: Sunday, July 22, at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 788-2676

Bokashi Workshop — 
Bokashi composting, which 
is processed in a closed 
container enabling you to 
put meat and dairy in with 
the veggie and fruit scraps, 
is a faster, less stinky, clean 
way of composting. We will all 
have a hands-on chance at the 
making of bokashi starter.
When: Sunday, July 22, from 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Smiling Hogshead 
Ranch, 25-30 Skillman Ave., 
Long Island City

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 593-3763

Silent Disco — This family-
friendly silent disco has 
music for everyone to enjoy. 
Three live DJs will be playing 
your favorite songs, with top 
40, Motown, hip hop, R&B, 
and more.
When: Wednesday, July 25, 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Unisphere at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

Continued from Page 33 

Arts
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“It was very exciting. The en-
ergy of a packed theatre is always 
a good time. And I found the spot I 
was told to stand in without look-
ing down too much,” Lynch told 
TimesLedger. “My sister said, 
‘You were great on America’s 
Most Wanted.’ Took her about five 
seconds to realize what she said.”

The comic appeared in the 
next round this week in Tuesday’s 
judge cuts episode in which she 
performed a new comedy act in 
front of the judges. If she makes it 
through, Lynch then moves onto 
the live shows. If she doesn’t, she 
is out of the competition.

Lynch said she chose her high-
ly competitive comedy career 
because in her view, “I can’t get 
fired unless I do it myself. And the 
dress code is casual. And I don’t 
fit well in cubicles.” 

Her comedic influences in-
clude Lucille Ball, Carol Burnett 
and Dave Attell, and when she’s 
not cracking jokes, she’s engaging 
in something very different from 
stand-up comedy.

“Probably watching murders 
on TV,” she said. “I also like ad-
venture, so last week after a Vegas 
gig I drove to the Grand Canyon 
for some hiking and then watched 
‘The Staircase’ on Netflix.”

A regular at the Comedy Cel-

lar in Greenwich Village, the 
seasoned comic has one goal: to 
always make people laugh. She 
has a bunch of shows lined up 
through August and is currently 
on tour promoting her comedy 
album, “Dance Like You Don’t 
Need the Money.”  

After 15 years of performing in 
Gotham and Los Angeles, you can 
say she’s been around the block a 
few times... comedically speak-
ing. Lynch has been featured on 
“Conan” and did her thing twice 
on “The Late Show with David 
Letterman.” You may have also 
seen her on television series like 

“Inside Amy Schumer” and “The 
Good Wife,” in guest roles. She 
once starred in a short film di-
rected by Chloë Sevigny. 

When it’s time to unwind, the 
roving comedian likes to stay lo-
cal and hang out with friends at 
some of her favorite Astoria eat-
eries and bars, including Hino-
Maru Ramen, Taverna Kyclades, 
and Astoria Bagel. 

“There are so many and I’ve 
yet to discover more,” she said. 
“Hopefully, they’ll read this and 
slip me some extra noodles/octo-
pus/cream cheese.”

Most comics don’t usually joke 
around when they’re not on stage 
and Lynch, who describes herself 
as “not really serious,” admitted 
that sometimes she can be an in-
trovert. 

“I think I’m taking in what’s 
around me, so I can come up with 
new material,” she said.

Aside from “America’s Got 
Talent,” Lynch said she’s current-
ly “diving into stand-up in Span-
ish now, so maybe ‘America’s Got 
Talento?’”

Lynch credits some of her ma-
terial to her family, who she said 
is very supportive of her comedy 
career. 

“They don’t mind when I use 
them as material, which is help-
ful because I can’t stop,” she said.

Continued from Page 31 

ASTORIA’S GOT TALENT

Astoria comedian Carmen Lynch gets 
a standing ovation on "America’s Got 
Talent." Photo by Trae Patton/NBC

Period — In “Period,” Chris Schlichting’s prolifi c, obsessive 
movement generation dispenses with preciousness and 
patterns to hammer out a Rosetta Stone to leave behind for 
the next, better world.
When: Friday, July 20, and Saturday, July 21, at 8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory Theatre
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069 

The Wizard of Oz — Join Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the 
Tinman and the Cowardly Lion as they come to life in a stage 
adaptation featuring the music from the MGM movie. 
When: Tuesday, July 24, from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

Caps for Sale and Three Billy Goats Gruff — Two classic 
stories come to life. First, a hat salesman falls asleep and 
wakes to fi nd his hats missing. In the second story, three 
billy goats try to avoid and ogre as they try to cross a 
bridge.
When: Wednesday, July 25, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Highland Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

For more Theater 
Listings, visit us at: 

TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A 10-day event will 
transform vibrant Forest 
Hills into a movie mecca, 
as Kew Gardens passes 
the torch to its neighbor-
ing community when the 
2nd Annual Kew Gardens 
Festival of Cinema launch-
es an exciting lineup of 110 
films created by talented 
filmmakers from the bor-
ough and beyond.

The festival will be 
moving into its new home 
at Regal Entertainment 
Group’s UA Midway Sta-
dium 9 in Forest Hills — 
located at 108-22 Queens 
Blvd. — where, from Aug. 
3 to Aug. 11, guests can 
enjoy a variety of inde-
pendent films screened by 
state of the art projection 
and sound equipment in 
the comfort of Midway’s 
recliner seats. 

Fans can catch the 
opening night film at the 
theater, the New York 
premiere of Ari Gold’s 
award-winning and crit-
ically-acclaimed “The 
Song of Sway Lake,” star-
ring Rory Culkin, Friday, 
Aug. 3 at 6:30 p.m. On 
Sunday, Aug. 12, the festi-
val’s Awards Dinner Gala 
returns to Terrace on the 
Park in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.

The Festival of Cin-
ema and Queens Museum 
are teaming up for an 
event like never before in 
Queens. Visit the museum 
July 31 from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. for A Midsummer 
Night’s Feast: A Celebra-
tion of Food, Art, and Cin-
ema, featuring the most 
diverse eats this side of 
New York City.

In collaboration with 
Yelp and Edible Queens, 
more than 30 restaurants 
and food vendors will be 
on site to satisfy your in-
ner foodie.

Tickets to the event are 
$15 and it’s open the pub-
lic. Attendees are invited 
to peruse the Museum’s 
artwork and the world-
famous Panorama. One 
exhibit will be Mel Chin’s, 
“All Over the Place.”

Guests will also be 
treated to trailers from 
films participating in the 
upcoming Festival of Cin-
ema inside the Museum’s 
theater and network with 
filmmakers who will be in 
attendance. Expect great 
food, great music, great 
art and great cinema.

While there is an entry 
fee, all proceeds generated 
by door sales will act as 
a donation to help raise 
awareness for arts and 
arts education in the bor-
ough and allow the Kew 
Gardens Festival of Cin-
ema to continue annually.

This event is strictly 
for adults ages 21 and over 
and ID will be required at 
the door.

Several local filmmak-
ers and a few who live and 
work elsewhere, contrib-
uted a slew of intriguing, 
must-see works, touching 
on compelling and con-
temporary subjects.

“NOTHING CHANGES: ART 
FOR HANK’S SAKE”

Director: Matthew
Kaplowitz  

Aug. 4, from 2:30 p.m. to 4 
p.m., at Queens Museum 

in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park

“I spent two years fol-
lowing around my uncle 
as he went on his daily 
routine of making art for 
no one other than himself, 
learning how this 88-year-
old man could commute 
from Woodhaven to Union 
Square five days a week, 
in spite of poor health and 
low income,” said Kaplow-
itz, a Bayside native. “I 

am hoping the Herculean 
efforts of my uncle will in-
spire those who watch him 
to pursue their dreams 
and do what they want in 
life, without letting them-
selves be held back by neg-
ative thoughts. Making 
the film helped my uncle 
and I become closer and 
I know he will enjoy see-
ing the documentary in 
the borough he has called 
home since 1953.”

“BUTTERFLIES”

Director: Cady McClain
Aug. 4, from 6 p.m. to 8 

p.m., at Midway Theater

“Butterflies” is about a 
mixed-race, female teenag-
er who is inspired to fight 
back against bullies after 
studying the life cycle of 
a butterfly. McClain’s film 
examines the rich inner 
life of a person who has to 
seek solace from within.

The Los Angeles resi-
dent is a two-time Emmy 
Award-winning actor, 
filmmaker, musician and 
writer, whose professional 
career spans more than 30 
years. 

“BETWEEN 
NEIGHBORHOODS”

Director: Seth Fein
Aug. 9, from 12 p.m. to 2 
p.m., at Queens Museum

A Brooklyn native 
who now lives in Jack-
son Heights, Fein teaches 
Film at Brooklyn College 
at its Feirstein Graduate 
School of Cinema.

“I am excited to show 
the film at the center of the 
world it addresses, in the 
Queens Museum, opposite 
its principal subject, the 
Unisphere,” said Fein, an 
audiovisual historian and 
filmmaker who works “at 
the intersection of schol-
arship and art,” which is 
where he has built Seven 
Local Film in Queens.  

“I’ve been screening 
and tweaking my experi-
mental documentary ‘Be-
tween Neighborhoods,’ 
which transhistoricizes 

— rigorously relates pres-
ent and past — the place 
of Queens in New York 
City, the Americas, and 
the world across the last 
half century, between the 
ages of Donald Trump and 
Robert Moses.” 

“MURDER MADE EASY” 

Director: David
Palamaro

Aug. 6, from 8:30 p.m. 
to 10:30 p.m., at Midway 

Theater

For this Queens native 
who lives in Los Angeles, 
going to the Festival of 
Cinema will be a home-
coming.

“This is a one-location 
Agatha Christie-style 
murder/mystery feature. 
The festival is our East 
Coast premiere and we are 
very excited to be a part of 
such a vibrant, supportive 
community of film lovers 
and filmmakers,” said Pal-
amaro, an award-winning 
filmmaker whose work 
has gained international 
theatrical release, digital 
distribution and festival 
acclaim. 

“THE SONG OF SWAY LAKE”

Director: Ari Gold
Aug. 3, from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at Midway 

Theater

“I am honored and 
thrilled to be playing at 
Kew Gardens Festival 
of Cinema. My movie is 
about that class of grand 

Manhattan people who 
used to ‘summer’ in the 
Adirondacks. So, the fes-
tival is kind of right in be-
tween those two places,” 
said Gold, an internation-
ally-acclaimed writer and 
director, and winner of a 
student Oscar. “We’re a 
proud New York produc-
tion telling a story of love, 
nostalgia, a lake, and a 
song that might unlock 
the past.”

“HORROR MOVIE: A LOW-
BUDGET NIGHTMARE”

Director: Gary Doust
Aug. 5, from 12 p.m. to 2 
p.m. at Queens Museum

This film asks the ques-
tion: how far would you go 
to follow your dream?

“I’m super excited for 
my feature documentary to 
screen at the Kew Gardens 
Film Festival in Queens 
- the coolest city in the 
world,” said Doust, who has 
established himself as the 
‘go-to guy’ for quirky Aus-
tralian documentaries.

“PATH OF DREAMS”

Director: Tamara Ruppart
Aug. 8, from 3:30 p.m. 

to 5:30 p.m., at Midway 
Theater

“I am very excited 
about returning home to 
Queens to screen ‘Path 
of Dreams’ as part of the 
Kew Gardens Festival of 
Cinema, as I grew up in 
Forest Hills,” said Rup-
part. “Set in poetic Japan, 

‘Path of Dreams’ tell the 
story of Komachi, a beau-
tiful poetess, who strikes 
a tantalizing bargain with 
Shosho, a charming and 
eager suitor. If he comes 
to write poetry with her 
for 99 nights, she says they 
will create a love more 
beautiful than poetry. 
Only on the 99th night 
will she take him as her 
lover.”

“THE INVADERS” 

Director: Mateo Márquez 
Aug. 8, from 8:30 p.m. 

to 10:30 p.m., at Midway 
Theatre

“As a native of Queens, 
a borough of great diver-
sity, I hope ‘The Invad-
ers’ will make audiences 
think differently about 
Islamophobia,” said Mar-
quez, a Kew Gardens 
resident. “I am excited to 
return to [the festival] and 
to the community it has 
created.”

His previous film, “La 
Sangre en Nuestras Venas 
(The Blood in Our Veins)” 
screened at the inaugural 
Kew Gardens Festival of 
Cinema in 2017.

“US, FOREVER AGO”

Director: Irina Varina
Aug. 8, from 1 p.m. to 3 

p.m., at Midway Theater

“Our film is a 70-
minute, genre-bending 
documentary-narrative 
hybrid by and about wom-
en artists that plays with 
perceptions of memory, 
belonging, insecurity and 
what it means to be a cre-
ator,” Varina said. “I hope 
that the film would give 
audiences an opportunity 
to reflect on their own 
past and present, on what 
they truly value in the 
world, and how they make 
sense of their failures and 
longings.”

The Uzbekistan film-
maker currently splits her 
time between New York 
and Philadelphia. Her 
films have screened at 
many festivals, including 
the Queens World Film 
Festival.

Tickets to the Festival 
of Cinema are priced at $15 
for regular daily screen-
ings. Opening, closing 
and mid-week premieres 
are priced at $25 and in-
clude entry into open bar 
after parties held in Kew 
Gardens following the 
screenings.

Annual fi lm festival
takes over Forest Hills

Regal’s Midway Theater will screen
more than 100 independent movies 

Irina Varina, the director of "Us, Forever Ago," was born in 
Uzbekistan and currently splits her time between New York 
and Philadelphia. Photo courtesy of Irina Varina

Bayside native Matthew Kaplowitz is the director of "Nothing 
Changes: Art For Hank's Sake." Photo by Scott Walsh

Sean MacLaughlin and 
Bethany Nicole Taylor kiss in 
Kew Gardens resident Shara 
Ashley Zeiger's "Joe". 
 Courtesy of Samantha 
Pyra, Kaye Tuckerman, and Shara 

Ashley Zeiger



37  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, JULY 20-26, 2018TL

Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE

GEORGIA DINER
80-26 QUEENS BLVD, ELMHURST, NY 11373 

718.426.2229  FREE PARKING ON SITE

M A G N A
I T A L I A N  R I S T O R A N T E

35-25 FARRINGTON ST  718.445.3352  6:30AM–10:00PM
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER  CLOSED MONDAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 
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many important values that 
we as Democrats want in our 
elected officials.”

Avella is a co-sponsor of 
Gender Expression Non-Dis-
crimination Act, which pro-
hibits discrimination based on 
gender identity or expression.

Groups such as No IDC NY, 

led by Jackson Heights resi-
dent Susan Kang, attended the 
Friday press conference.

Liu’s challenge to Avella 
was impromptu, with the an-
nouncement he was launch-
ing a petition drive coming to 
the surface July 6 - less than 
a week before the deadline for 
the 3,000 signatures July 12.

Unless the signatures 
are successfully challenged 
through the Board of Elec-

tions, Liu will be on the ballot 
for the Sept. 13 state Democrat-
ic primary.

This is the second time Liu 
will be challenging Avella. In 
2014, he came short of a victory 
over the incumbent, elected in 
2009, by a little over 500 votes.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

to Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. She has campaigned 
heavily on criticizing her oppo-
nent for his past membership 
in the IDC, which was opposed 
by both mainsteam Democrats 
and progressives alike for its 
coalition with Republicans.

Ramos also lent a hand to 
John Liu, who despite having 
two members of his former 

campaign staff convicted for 
creating straw donors, has ris-
en up to challenge Avella.

Liu launched his campaign 
July 6 and only had until the 
following Thursday, July 12, to 
gather 3,000 signatures, which 
was accomplished on time.

Avella also faces criticism 
for his prior membership in 
the IDC.

State Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) is get-
ting a Republican challenger in 
the general election with David 

Bressler, former president of 
the board at the Bay Club.

Anthony Pappas will be the 
Republican nominee for the 
district won by Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez in the June pri-
mary, though she is still slated 
to face Crowley on the Working 
Families Party line in the No-
vember general election.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Asian communities and LGBT 
communities are frequent tar-
gets, while runaway and home-
less youth are victims of traf-
ficking as well. 

According to the New York 
Women’s Foundation, Queens 
is the epicenter for trafficking 
on the East Coast due to its 
large population of vulnerable 
immigrants who do not  have 
family, face language barriers, 
and struggle trying to find a 
job. All of these factors eas-
ily lead many victims into the 
hands of exploiters. 

In 2013, New York state cre-
ated Human Trafficking Inter-
vention Courts statewide. The 
specialized courts, based on a 
pilot project started in Queens, 
help connect human traffick-
ing victims to social services, 
including mental health care, 
housing, and educational and 
employment opportunities, 
instead of incarceration, ac-
cording to the Center for Court 
Innovation.

“The push for shelter ulti-
mately ends violence against 

women and girls, it prevents 
victimization and retraumati-
zation and instills hope within 
our city and advocates,” said 
Afua Addo, coordinator of the 
Gender and Justice Initiatives 
at the Center for Court Innova-
tion, which helps the justice 
system aid victims, reduce 
crime and improve public trust 
in justice.

According to the National 
Human Trafficking Hotline, 
which works closely with ser-
vice providers, law enforcement, 
and other professionals in New 
York to serve victims and sur-
vivors of trafficking, there have 
been 333 human trafficking 
cases reported and 870 calls to 
the hotline this year -- 238 from 
victims and survivors of human 
trafficking in New York City. 

“Survivors of human traf-
ficking are alone, have no 
money, and are in desperate 
need of help,” said Golden. “We 
deal with it on a regular basis 
in our communities. We see 
it going on. We see the Police 
Department making the raids. 
We see the people being taken 
in. They need help and its go-
ing on continually here in the 
city of New York.” 

munity members and corner 
store owners.”

According to PHS, bode-
gas are ubiquitous through-
out the city but often have 
less space to stock healthier, 
perishable items compared 
with traditional grocery 
stores. This renders them 
sources of unhealthy op-
tions, empty calories, and 
contributors to significant 
health disparities. 

The researchers in the 
study took a two-pronged 
approach by first collecting 
data on healthy food product 
availability, marketing, and 
placement in 139 Jamaica 
corner stores and then select-
ing nine stores in which to 
test interventions to encour-
age healthy food purchases.

In their initial analysis, 
of the 139 corner stores stud-
ied, over half stocked at least 
one type of fresh fruit or veg-
etable, but canned vegetables 
were more common. Only 
26 percent displayed fresh 
fruits or vegetables that were 
visible within five seconds of 
entering the store. The deli 
counter presented the biggest 
challenge for finding healthy 
options.

For example, whole wheat 
bread for sandwiches was 

promoted at fewer than 20 
percent of corner store delis.

To assist target stores, 
PHS offered signage, mer-
chandisers, food preparation 
equipment, technical assis-
tance, and education about 
sourcing healthier items. The 
PHS team presented owners 
and managers with a “menu 
of services,” including coun-
tertop display baskets; flat 
display baskets; and large 
freestanding, three-tiered 
floor baskets. 

After implementing the 
intervention in selected 
stores, the report found that 
more than half reported in-
creased fruit sales -- 63 per-
cent of stores reported stock-
ing more healthy foods, one 
quarter of stores reported 
increased sales of vegetables 
and healthy deli combos, 
and eight of nine stores re-
ported that aggregating 
healthy options in promi-
nent displays, as opposed 
to scattered throughout the 
store, improved the store’s 
appearance.

PHS suggested that aggre-
gating and placing healthy 
foods toward the front of 
stores and at point of pur-
chase is a best practice, and 
store owners should ensure 
availability of Arabic-lan-
guage materials and resourc-
es to prevent language and 
cultural barriers among po-
tential business partners. 

according to SkillsUSA. The 
students were scored based 
on entry-level standards for a 
different industries. 

Skill Point Certificates 
were awarded for 72 occupa-
tional and leadership areas 
and scored based on a prede-
termined threshold defined by 
industry, according to Skill-
sUSA.

The students in Team X 
scored 875 points out of a pos-
sible 1,000 points, according 
to David Worden, a SkillsUSA 
program director. 

“Students from every state 
in the nation participated in 
the 2018 SkillsUSA Champion-
ships,” said SkillsUSA Execu-
tive Director Tim Lawrence. 
“Our students, instructors and 
industry partners work togeth-
er to ensure that every student 
excels. This program expands 
learning and career opportu-
nities for our members.”

Over $36 million is donat-
ed in time, cash and material 
for the annual event, which 
has students participating 
from middle school through 
college in all 50 states and 
U.S. territories. The organi-
zation has been verified as a 
talent pipeline for America’s 

skilled workforce by 600 in-
dustry businesses, corpora-
tions, trade associations and 
unions.

Shah, who will be attending 
Queens College in the fall as a 
business student, believes that 
he will carry his experience at 
the SkillsUSA Championship 
into the future. 

“As we were preparing for 
this competition we learned 
how to work together, we 
learned how to cooperate with 
each other, help each other out, 
critique each other, and point 
out strengths and weakness-
es,” said Shah. “I’ll definitely 
use these skills towards my 
business career.”

Continued from Page 5 

SkillsUSA

Continued from Page 5 

Healthy

Continued from Page 5 

Traffi cking

Continued from Page 4 

Liu

Continued from Page 4 

Election

million in immigrant legal de-
fense funding, and the largest 
increase in education funding in 
New York’s history, where again 
Ms. Ramos was absent until she 
decided to run for office.”

Simotas contended Peralta 
has not only turned a blind eye 
to various immigrant issues, 
but caucused with Republicans 
during his tenure with the IDC, 
something he has denied. 

“We as IDC were in a sepa-
rate room [from Democrats 
and Republicans] talking about 
what the Republicans wanted 
and what the mainline Demo-

crats wanted and then we talked 
about how it was important for 
our communities, our districts,” 
Peralta said during an April 
interview with TimesLedger. 
“So we were in a coalition with 
them, but they never needed 
us... They had the magic num-
ber of 32 [the majority].”

Peralta also said there were 
many “behind the scene fights” 
with Republicans over anti-im-
migration bills the IDC mem-
bers refused to support, despite 
the coalition.

Ramos said not only was Per-
alta’s defection to the now dis-
banded IDC cause for concern, 
but also maintained the timing 
of his defection was significant.

“I think that Aravella spoke 
about just how frustrated As-

sembly members can be when 
they go to Albany and consis-
tently turn out progressive leg-
islation only to see it die in the 
state Senate, because it’s con-
trolled by Republicans, because 
there’s been turncoat Demo-
crats who have empowered 
them,” Ramos said. “I am seek-
ing to unseat the only member 
– former member – of the IDC 
who chose to defect from the 
Democrats after Donald Trump 
was inaugurated as president 
and announced it on the same 
day that [Trump] announced 
his first Muslim travel ban.”

Ramos has also received the 
endorsement of Cynthia Nixon, 
the gubernatorial candidate 
looking to unseat Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, 

Continued from Page 4 

Ramos
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Sports Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

The All-Star break couldn’t 
come soon enough for the 
Mets, who experienced the 
highest of highs and lowest of 
lows through the first half of 
the 2018 campaign.

Things couldn’t have gone 
better for the Mets out of the 
gate under new manager Mick-
ey Callaway. The club jumped 
out to a red-hot 11-1 start and 
seemed to be a legitimate play-
off contender. Turns out the 
Mets were just pretenders. 
New York started losing and 
really never stopped, as the 
team limped into the All-Star 

break tied with the Miami 
Marlins in last place in the Na-
tional League East with a 39-
55 record. While they are tied 
based on games back in the 
division, the Mets technically 
are the sole dwellers of the cel-
lar based on their .415 winning 
percentage — Miami’s is .418 
— which also gives them the 
worst record in all of the Na-
tional League. 

Let’s try and determine 
why the Mets have fallen so far 
and whether they can improve 
as the season progresses.

The Mets have sorely missed Yoenis Cespedes’ presence in the lineup 
this season. AP

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Sportsmanship. Safety. Edu-
cation. Family.  

These are just some values 
that the Whitepoint Youth Foot-
ball League strives to impart in 
their players. The youth league 
has served the Queens commu-
nity for 20 years and beyond 
teaching gridiron skills, teaches 
life lessons, according to league 
president John McArdle.

“The thing that we promote 

the most here is that we want to 
turn these kids into good young 
football players, but it’s more 
important that they become 
good young men,” McArdle told 
TimesLedger.

The in-house league has 30 
teams with more than 400 kids, 
including a recent cheer squad 
addition to the program. They 
play two seasons — in the spring 
they play flag football and in the 
fall they play tackle football.

Football is one of the most 

physical sports out there, with 
safety concerns surround-
ing research documenting the 
physical and mental harm that 
the contact sport may cause its 
players in the long run.

To combat this stigma, 
McArdle and his coaches under-
go USA Football certifications 
and teach their players, who are 
between the ages of five and 13, 
to practice with the NFL’s Heads 
Up Tackling program in mind  .

The Whitepoint Youth Football has 30 teams with more than 400 kids and focuses on keeping its players safe 
and healthy.  Courtesy of Whitepoint Youth Football

Continued on Page 40Continued on Page 40

First half struggles 
too much to overcome

Safety comes fi rst
Whitepoint Youth Football works to keep players healthy

Zach 
Gewelb
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Health

The Mets’ supposed trans-
formation during the offseason 
included a brand new training 
staff that would replace the 
much-maligned regime that 
was blamed for nearly every 
injury or rehab snafu under 
former Terry Collins. Well, 
nothing has changed. Stars 
are still getting hurt and the 
club hasn’t been able to offer 
legitimate timetables on their 
return. 

Noah Syndergaard landed 
on the DL in late May with a 
finger injury that was origi-
nally thought to be a short-
term problem. He was out more 
than month, returning July 13. 
Yoenis Cespedes hit the DL 
May 6 with a hip injury —also 
thought to be a short-term in-
jury — and still hasn’t come 
back, though the club says he 
could come back shortly after 
the All-Star break.

Jay Bruce and Steven Matz 
have spent time on the DL this 
year, while Juan Lagares was 
lost for the season with a toe 
injury that required surgery. 
The Mets don’t have the depth 
to stay afloat with so many key 
players injured, which is one 
of the biggest reasons for their 
downfall.

Offense

The Mets have only scored 
363 runs this season, which 
ranks dead last in the National 
League and is third-worst in 
the Majors. The club is also last 
in hits (715), total bases (1187) 
and batting average (.228). Los-
ing Cespedes for two months 
would hamper any lineup and 
the Mets simply haven’t been 
able to recover. 

Brandon Nimmo has 
emerged as arguably the Mets’ 
best player in Cespedes’ ab-
sence. But while Nimmo has 
burst onto the scene, Michael 
Conforto has struggled might-
ily after an All-Star season in 
2017. Bruce’s injury situation 
has further weakened the 
lineup. 

Look to the future

While the Mets’ starting 
pitching has been solid, their 
bullpen has struggled. Inju-
ries, a lack of offense and a 
weak corps of relievers have 
proved too much for the Mets to 
overcome. Perhaps Cespedes’ 
return can provide a spark for 
the team as the second half of 
the season commences, but the 
damage is done. 

The Mets will miss the play-
offs again this year, and would 
be smart to trade off some of 
their veteran assets to kick off 
a rebuild and look toward the 
future. 

McArdle says that the play-
ers have seldom received major 
injuries — there was only one 
concussion last year, which oc-
curred during a flag football 
game. Additionally, other play-
ers have had to miss games due 
to injuries from other sports 
they play throughout the year, 
such as basketball.

“[In flag football] there’s a 
lot less contact but it’s the same 
game, it’s just without a pad and 
less kids on the field,” he said.

Shannon Olari has two kids 
in the league, and one of them, 
Aidan, is an assistant coach. 
She encourages parents to wit-
ness for themselves how they 
teach the kids.

“They’re taught not to hit in 
the way you can hurt somebody 
— they’re taught to hit to play 
the game,” she said.

Olari said that in addition to 
the sports-related skills White-
point teaches them, the kids 
also learn how to stand up for 
each other and volunteer in the 
community.

Aidan, 12, said that he enjoys 
teaching the younger kids the 
ropes as an assistant coach. In 
his eight years of playing for 
Whitepoint, he’s never suffered 
an injury.

“It’s because of all the prac-
tices and all the things that the 
coaches help you do,” he said. 
“They teach you how to keep 
your head up, where to place 
your hands, where to put your 
shoulder, all that stuff.”

Although the parents and 
kids feel safe enough, White-
point coaches don’t shy away 
from the reality of possible inju-
ries occurring on the field.

Tracy Friedman, vice presi-
dent of the league, began volun-
teering after he saw the positive 
impact it had on his son, Benja-
min. He talked about their King-

Devik concussion protocol. This 
is a test that they have their 
players take at the start of each 
season, in order to effectively 
screen concussions that players 
might suffer during a game.

“If something happens in 
the game... they take their test 
again,” Friedman said. “If 
there’s a discrepancy, the kid 
sits out and we alert their par-
ents that they should take him 
to see someone.”

He also explained that during 
their practices, they breakdown 
the lessons into four different 
levels of contact: demonstrat-
ing against air; using a dummy; 
the “thud” method where they 
teach players to go into one an-
other, but not to bring each oth-
er down; and the contact level.

“Years ago, a lot of people 
had this image of football just 
being contact, contact, contact. 
They’ve changed that,” Fried-
man said.

Friedman’s son, Benjamin, 
is graduating from the league 
and will attend Bayside High 
School in the fall. Benjamin was 
awarded the McCutchen Award, 
named after the league’s found-
er, for exemplifying sportsman-
ship, respect, hard work and 
dedication.

“I’m humbled because I 
didn’t think I was going to get 
it,” Friedman said.

He’s also a long-time player 
and said “nothing else matters” 
whenever he plays football.

Friedman said the league 
is working on developing a tu-
toring program with the help 
of high school students in the 
various schools that they have a 
relationship with, including St. 
Francis Prep and Holy Cross.

Whether it was a coach, a 
player or a parent, Whitepoint 
members stressed the fam-
ily values that keep them tight-
knit.

Anastasia Volk, a mother 
with an 11-year-old son in the 
league, said everyone supports 
each other in the league.

“I have every confidence 
in all the coaches and there’s 
definitely a wonderful family at-
mosphere here,” she said. “The 
kids on the field can knock each 
other down but they’ll pick each 
other up even if they’re on an op-
posing team.” 

Preparing the kids for high 
school football may be the num-
ber one priority for the league. 
But emphasizing a good educa-
tion is a close second.

“We promote being re-
spectful and being coachable,” 
McArdle said. “We don’t allow 
unsportsmanlike stuff here. We 
don’t allow kids who come here 
with bad reports from school to 
play either.”

Continued from Page 39 

Football

The Whitepoint Youth Football League stresses safety while playing 
tackle and flag football.

Continued from Page 39 

Mets

John McArdle, president of the Whitepoint Youth Football League, with two of his players. 
Photos courtesy of Whitepoint Youth Football The Mets have struggled during manager Mickey Callaway’s first 

season with the club. AP
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QUEENS
AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Do you know an immigrant in Queens
who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our third Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

Name of nominee: ______________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: _________________Phone: _________________ Email: ______________________

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in October 2018. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.
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“The Girl Scouts in Troop 
6000 are an impressive repre-
sentation of New York City’s 
next generation of entrepre-
neurs, leaders and humani-
tarians,” said McCray. “With 
Troop 6000 in all five boroughs, 
any girl or young woman who 
wants to be a Scout, can be a 
Scout — no matter where she 
lives. Programs like these cre-
ate continuity for young people 
whose families may need to re-

locate often.”
Troop 6000 meets weekly in 

shelters across the city  and is 
led by trained troop leaders, 
which is a combination of wom-
en living in the shelter system, 
community volunteers, and 
shelter staff, according to DHS. 
To accommodate the mobility 
of members, the troop leaders 
and scouts are welcome to any 
shelter meeting since it’s one 
big chapter. Scouts from other 
boroughs have already joined 
the program and the funds 
will allow them to fully have 
the troop experience. 

“A wise woman once said, 

‘Who runs the world? Girls!’ 
Never has that been more 
true than today,” said DHS 
Administrator Joslyn Carter. 
“On behalf of the Department 
of Homeless Services, we are 
all overjoyed to celebrate and 
support Troop 6000, helping 
over 500 girls and women ex-
periencing homelessness build 
the confidence, character and 
community to be our City’s 
next generation of leaders.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

ambulances are delayed from 
reaching Elmhurst Hospital 
due to congested streets.”

Queens Neighborhoods 
United, an anti-gentrification 
organization, played a part on 
the front lines of opposition to 
the proposal by sending pro-
testers to public hearings and 
organizing rallies and press 
conferences highlighting 
the damages feared from the 
project.

City Planning Commission 
Chairwoman Marisa Lago told 
Politico that although permits 
for the rezoning would not be 
pursued, the community could 
be left without any affordable 
housing in the deal.

“The Target would still be 
built,” she said. “There would 
be housing built, none of it af-
fordable, and it would be an as-
of-right development, with no 
public review.”

The proposal has caused a 
stir in the community where 
many attendees at various 
meetings discussed being 
priced out of the neighborhood 
as it is and that the proposal did 
not have deep enough afford-
ability with only 40 percent of 
units meeting a $40,000-a-year 
household salary.

The community expressed 
fears that Target would run the 
many immigrant-owned mom-

and-pop shops into the ground 
as well with many echoing the 
phrase “Target is the new Wal-
mart.”

The housing development 
proposal has been through the 
ringer after being rejected by 
Community Board 2’s zoning 
committee and later rejected 
by the rest of the advisory 
board members almost unani-
mously at its general meeting 
in March.

As the proposal made its 
way to a hearing for an advi-
sory decision from Borough 
President Melinda Katz, she 
recommended that the City 
Planning Commission approve 
the zoning change on the con-
dition the developers maintain 
a minimum of 30 percent af-
fordable units, manage traffic 
congestion and that the Target 
outlet on the ground floor hire 
only neighborhood residents.

Although Moya and Espi-
nal said the plan was not ideal 
for the community and had 
originally been supported by 
the previous Council member, 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 
strongly denied the claim. 

“I never supported the 82nd 
Street re-development as cur-
rently proposed,” Ferreras-
Copeland said. “I met with the 
developer twice to encourage 
them to build a school or a 
community center in 2016 and 
early 2017. Unfortunately, the 
developer did not pursue either 
option which would directly 
benefited the community.”

in favor of the program in a 
special session.

“Are Republicans against 
protecting children? The 
school zone speed camera 
program saved countless of 
lives, so there is no logical 
reason to let it expire,” Per-
alta said. “We cannot play 
politics with schoolchildren 
and New Yorker’s lives, and 
this is why we must ensure 
we renew and expand the 
program. If the Republicans 
let this initiative expire, kids 
in summer school will travel 
to and from school on more 
dangerous streets.”

Lizi Rahman, founding 
member of Families for Safe 
Streets, lost her son .

“We know that people are 
dying because drivers are not 
careful,” Rahman said. “When 
I look at my son’s grave, I cry... 
We all have children, the elect-
ed officials are people. Those 
who are opposing it, they 
have kids, they have families. 

Please, for the sake of future 
generations, do this.”

The School Speed Camera 
program has lowered speeding 
by 63 percent and reduced pe-
destrian injuries by 23 percent 
in places where it was imple-
mented, according to the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion, but the program is set to 
expire July 25.

The legislation has been 
renewed every year since 2016 
with Democrats aiming for an 
expansion of 50 cameras every 
year for the next three years.

Mayor Bill de Blasio has 
come out in favor of the renew-
al, with Northern Boulevard 
being a major target of the Vi-
sion Zero initiative.

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer claimed that since the 
program’s launch in 2016, 2.5 
million drivers have been is-
sued tickets from the program 
with only about 82,000 repeat 
offenders; a sign it is working, 
according to Peralta.

So far, Democrats have all 
supported the program in the 
state Senate, alongside three 
Republicans, but it still does 
not have enough votes to pass. 

tractors, motorists and busi-
ness owners concerned about 
limited parking.

The community board re-
jected the proposal by a vote 
of 27-8.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
later received flak for with-
drawing his support of the 
proposal in light of CB2’s 
vote, after having first called 
for protected bike lanes to be 
installed after cyclist Gelasio 
Reyes was killed by a drunk 
driver in April 2017 at 43rd 
Avenue and 39th Street.

Still in favor of safety im-
provements, Van Bramer said 
in a statement, he reversed 
his position after his constit-
uents illustrated their opposi-
tion at multiple hearings.

“There is no question in 
my mind that this propos-
al will make 43rd Ave and 
Skillman Ave safer. And 
while there remain concerns 
among business owners and 
some residents about the 
plan, I respect the mayor’s 
decision,” Van Bramer said. 
“As the local elected official, 
I’ll work with the Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
the mayor’s office to see that 
the plan is implemented with 
the least amount of inconve-
nience as possible and will 
monitor its progress and its 
effect on small businesses. 
While this process has been 
difficult and painful at 
times, the pain felt by fam-
ily members who lose loved 
ones to crashes is so much 
greater. We must continue to 
do everything we can to save 
lives on our streets.”

Transportation Alterna-
tives Executive Director Paul 

Steely White said the mayor’s 
priorities are in the right 
place by putting safety above 
the demands of motorists.

“The plan for Skillman 
and 43rd Avenues is based on 
tried and true design stan-
dards, and was developed 
after several rounds of com-
munity engagement. This 
plan is going to save lives, 
and we commend Mayor 
Bill de Blasio for putting the 
safety of New Yorkers ahead 
of preserving a handful of 
parking spaces. This is the 
kind of bold leadership that 
is required in the age of Vi-
sion Zero. If we’re going to 
eliminate traffic deaths in 
New York City, we can’t allow 
drivers to dictate the city’s 
transportation policy.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Bike lanes

Mayor Bill de Blasio is pushing through a proposal to install protected bikes lanes along Skillman and 43rd 
avenues despite repeated community opposition over the 120 parking spaces it would sacrifice. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Continued from Page 1 

Speed cams

Continued from Page 2 

82nd Street
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Troop 6000
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


