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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Phyllis Reinoso, a woman 

who lived in Jamaica and was 
a suspect in the death of her 
son, was arrested in Alabama, 
brought back to New York 
and arraigned before Queens 
Criminal Court Judge Scott 
Dunn last week to face charges 
of assault and manslaughter, 
according to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown. 

On Jan. 22, 2017, her 5-year-
oldson Michael “Mikey” Guz-
man, who had focal epilepsy, 
was found unconscious and 
unresponsive at their home 
located between 109th Avenue 
and Inwood Street, according 
to police. 

EMS responded to the 
scene and took Mikey to Ja-
maica Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead, according 
to authorities. 

In July 2017, a report from 
the medical examiner deter-
mined that Mikey died from 
acute phenobarbital intoxica-
tion. In other words, he re-
ceived too much anti-seizure 
medication.

“The victim in this case 
was a little boy with an ail-
ment that could be controlled 
if the medication he required 
was administered correctly 

Sunnyside rally
rails against
DOT proposal

INTO THE WILD

Bike lane clash persists

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Nearly 100 people rallied 

beneath the 46th Street sta-
tion of the No. 7 train last 
week to oppose bike lanes on 
Skillman and 43rd Avenues 
in Sunnyside and Woodside.

The July 25 rally came 
days after the announcement 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio that 
he would set aside commu-
nity opposition and instruct 
the city Dept. of Transporta-
tion to move forward with 
road safety improvements 
in the two neighborhoods, 
eliminating 120 parking 
spaces along the two streets 
between Roosevelt Avenue 
and Queens Boulevard.

“We know what we need 
and we have told them with a 
loud and clear voice that this 
proposal is wrong,” Hunters 
Point Civic Association Pres-
ident Brent O’Leary said. 
“This is not safety because 
we have offered an alterna-
tive proposal on Northern 
Boulevard, which is the ob-
vious place for this and will 
keep all the bicyclists safe ... 
we spoke loud and clear and 
they ignored everything we 
said.”

Continued on Page 61Continued on Page 61

A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 31 68 total pages

Feds catch
Qns suspect
in Alabama

Promoting a proposed new park through the heart of the borough called QueensWay, natural-
ist “Wildman” Steven Brill leads a trip of about 25 curiosity seekers along the abandoned railroad 
tracks under Forest Park in Woodhaven. See photos on Page 44. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
The late Lily Gavin re-

mained on the minds of civic 
leaders last week as a new 
sign with fresh lighting illu-
minated the 46th Street arch 
in Sunnyside.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and 
members of the business im-
provement district recalled the 
contributions made by Gavin, 
a popular business owner and 
community organizer, to put 
the western Queens neighbor-
hood on the map.

“[Gavin] was and remains 
a legend in our neighborhood 
and it was folks like Lily and 
Luke Adams and so many 
other leaders who have since 
left us who were not only re-
sponsible for being part of 
the civic leadership of this 
neighborhood 35 to 40 years 
ago but erecting this sign and 
maintaining the sign for many 
years,” Van Bramer said at the 
July 26 event. “This is seem-
ingly a small accomplishment. 
It’s not a $10 million project, 
but it is going to be significant. 
One of those small victories 
where folks come off the 7 
train, or maybe just passing, 

and they’re going to look down 
and see a beautiful light.”

Van Bramer allocated 
$15,000 to the Sunnyside 
Shines BID to organize the ef-
fort to have a exact replica of 
the original sign created and 
affixed with new LED lights 
that change colors for different 
events and is controlled by a 
hand-held remote.

Jaime-Faye Bean, the ex-
ecutive director of Sunnyside 
Shines, said the sign would be 
lit up for the first time in rain-
bow colors, a belated cheers to 
LGBT Pride Month.

“It’s nice to always look 
back on the legacy of people 
that came before us that helped 
us along,” Keriba Gavin, Lily 
Gavin’s daughter, said while 
recalling her mother’s work to 
have parts of the neighborhood 
rezoned so that buildings could 
rise more than just the normal 
two to three stories to allow for 
more housing.

“The arch was originally 
put up by Lily Gavin, who was 
so special in this community. 
There was not a civil, social 
or business organization that 
she did not have a huge impact 
upon. I think her spirit is with 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Phase one of a $2.5 million 

emergency room expansion 
project at Queens Hospital Cen-
ter in Jamaica has been com-
pleted as demand for care rises 
following the closure of several 
hospitals in the borough.

A ceremony marking the new 
services at the city-run hospital 
was held July 24 and attended by 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Hollis), City Coun-
cilman I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) and Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz. 

“A facility that can accom-
modate the needs in the Emer-
gency Department will allow its 
dedicated staff to better serve 
the growing communities of 
Queens,” said Katz, whose of-
fice allocated $2 million for con-
struction and $500,000 towards 
medical equipment. 

The emergency department 
now has an additional 6,500 

square feet, bringing its total 
square footage to 16,500. The 
add-ons include three nurse 
stations, three triage rooms, a 
resuscitation room, three isola-
tion rooms, seven exam rooms 
and 19 cubicles.

The new medical gear in-
cludes ventilators, crash carts, 
infusion pumps, an EKG ma-
chine and IV poles, NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Queens said. 

“The new setting allows for 
the comprehensive treatment of 
all emergencies seen on a daily 
basis, and it takes into account 
an enhanced patient experi-
ence. We want to emphasize not 
only a better equipped Emer-
gency Room, but also one that 
leaves our patients feeling reas-
sured and well cared for,” said 
Dr. Jasmin Moshirpur, a dean 
and chief medical officer at 
NYC Health + Hospital/Queens, 
which is affiliated with the Mt. 
Sinai School of Medicine.

In early 2019, all phases of 
the project should be done and 

the capacity of the emergency 
department from is expected to 
nearly double from 50,000 visits 
per year, which was before the 
start of the expansion project, 
to 97,000 visits, according to the 
release. 

Several hospitals have closed 
over the years throughout the 
borough and this has led to an up-
tick in demand in services for the 
remaining medical centers like  
Queens Hospital Center at 82-68 
164th St.

Mary Immaculate Hospital 
in Jamaica and and St. John’s 
Queens in Elmhurst were shut-
tered in 2009. In 2012,  Peninsula 
Hospital Center in Far Rock-
away closed and Holliswood 
Hospital in Hollis shut it doors 
in 2013.  

“The growing demand for 
our Emergency Department 
services has outstripped the 
present space, yet despite these 
challenges we have continued to 
expand our services,” said Chris 

NYC Health + Hospital/Queens has finished phase one of its emergency department expansion in Jamaica.  
Courtesy of NYC Health + Hospital/Queens

Phase one complete Sunnyside arch shines 
with new sign, lights

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer and members of the Sunnyside Shines 
BID celebrate the $10 million project to refurbish the archway over 
46th Street.                   Photo by Mark Hallum

Continued on Page 61

Emergency room expanded at Queens Hospital Center

Continued on Page 61
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LL Cool J’s hoops summer camp a knockout
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Rapper, actor and philan-

thropist LL Cool J will hold 
his 14th Annual Jump & Ball 
Summer Camp Experience at 
Daniel O’Connell Park in St. 
Albans for southeast Queens 
kids ages 8 to 18 every weekend 
in August for free. 

“Jump & Ball is a free, fun-
filled camp every Saturday 
and Sunday during the month 
of August for hundreds of kids 
from southeast Queens... where 
I grew up,” said LL Cool J. It’s 
“an opportunity for the kids in 
our community to participate 
in a program that promotes 
physical health and wellness.”

The entertainer wants the 
summer basketball camp held 
at 113-01 196th St. to teach chil-
dren team-building and leader-
ship skills, which he believes 
are critical to life off the court. 

Participants will learn the 
fundamentals of ball handling, 
shooting skills, defense and 
other techniques so that they 
will be able to play basketball 

competitively, according to LL 
Cool J. 

“Tournament games will 
also take place to showcase 
competitive basketball games 
with teams from the local com-
munity,” said the rapper. 

The philanthropist, who 

partnered with the Queens 
Chambers of Commerce for 
the program, wants local busi-
nesses in the borough to help 
sponsor the event for the 200 
campers by contacting his 
spokeswoman Erin Faulkner 
at (323) 466-0046.

“We are seeking assistance 
from you, our fellow Queens 
business owners and friends of 
the community, by becoming a 
sponsor and/or donor to help us 
continue to impact and provide 
enriching experiences for the 
children,” said LL Cool J. 

All contributions will go di-
rectly towards shirts, jerseys, 
equipment, 600 community 
meals (water, snacks, and food), 
security, pay for camp staff and 
park maintenance, according 
to Brett Swanson, a spokesman 
for the Queens Chambers of 
Commerce. Registered camp-
ers will receive the items after 
the parents sign them up at ll-
cooljjumpandball.com. 

Participants will be trained 
in basketball by certified coach-
es, directors, referees and train-
ers, according to Swanson.

Since the program takes 
place before the beginning of 
the school year, campers will 
receive a backpack filled with 
school supplies.

“Each year I want to provide 
the kids with a bigger and bet-
ter experience than the year 
before, and with this being the 
14th year, we are pulling out all 
of the stops!” the rapper said.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

This August, entertainer LL Cool J will be holding his 14th annual basketball camp in St. Albans.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Annual basketball experience brings kids to the court in St. Albans every weekend in August

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
As state Assemblyman Ed-

ward Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
looks toward a fifth term in 
Albany, he plans to stick to his 
track record of tackling educa-
tion issues, gun possession and 
airplane noise for his northeast 
Queens constituents.

Braunstein faces Republi-
can candidate David Bressler, 
a Bay Terrace businessman, 
in the November general elec-
tion and has no opponents in 
the Democratic primary for the 
26th Assembly District, which 
covers Bayside, Whitestone, 
Little Neck, Douglaston and 
part of northeastern Flushing.

During  a recent visit to 
the TimesLedger offices in 
Bayside, he told the editorial 
staff he wants to preserve the 
SHSAT test, which determines 
which students are admitted 
to the city’s specialized high 
schools, as well as other pieces 
of progressive legislation.

Gun laws in New York are 
strict, but Braunstein said he 
would like to see more action 
in light of the shootings that 
devastated Parkland, Fla., 
and Las Vegas, Nev. In recent 
months, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
has attempted to get legislation 

passed at the state level which 
would abolish the SHSAT to 
admit more minority students, 
which has been criticized by 
some   members of the state Sen-
ate and Assembly who promote 
increasing access to the test to 
counteract any issues with di-
versity as an alternative.

Earlier this year, Braun-
stein voted against legislation 
to drop the SHSAT as the sole 

criteria for admission to the 
city’s coveted specialized high 
schools.

“Out of the 1.1 million 
schoolchildren in the city, 
there should be a few schools 
that cater to students who have 
specific skills in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math,” 
Braunstein said. “The test is a 
great way for us to determine 

Sklarz to challenge Barnwell
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Melissa Sklarz, who is 

challenging freshman state 
Assemblyman Brian Barn-
well (D-Maspeth) in the Sep-
tember Democratic Primary,  
has gathered endorsements 
from two city officials July 
27.

Sklarz, a transgender 
woman and trans rights 
activist, received endorse-
ments from City Councilmen 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) and Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) in her 
quest to bring her fight for 
the LGTBQ community to 
Albany.

“To have the support of 
such incredible advocates 
for Queens is humbling,” 
Sklarz said. “Council mem-

bers Dromm and Van Bram-
er exemplify what it means 
to be public servants. Their 
support is invaluable to this 
campaign. I look forward 

to working as their coun-
terparts in the Assembly to 
fight for our constituents. In 
the meantime, I look forward 
to continuing to get our mes-
sage out through grassroots 
efforts and adding more vol-
unteers and voters to our 
team who are excited about 
my campaign’s mission to 
drive real change in Alba-
ny.”

Having grown up in Hicks-
ville, L.I., Sklarz battled 
homelessness and substance 
abuse in her early years, but 
graduated from SUNY Buf-
falo with a degree in political 
science and became an activ-
ist after being fired from a 
job she had been at for eight 
years upon starting hormone 
therapy.

State Assemblyman Edward Braunstein is gearing up for a battle 
against Republican David Bressler in the November general election. 

Courtesy of Braunstein’s office

Three Dem clubs back 
Peralta for re-election

BY MARK HALLUM
 
In his bid to fend off Jack-

son Heights activist Jessica 
Ramos in the Sept. 13 primary, 
State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) received endorse-
ments from three different 
Democratic clubs across the 
city.

The endorsements came 
from Ridgewood-based Demo-
cratic Association of the 21st 
Century, Harlem-based Fred-
erick Douglass Club and the 
Queens-based Pan-American 
Club, which made waves as be-
ing the first Democratic asso-
ciation to break their support 
from U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) ahead of 
his landmark defeat to Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez. 

“These three organizations 
represent the dedication and 
active civic engagement of pas-
sionate members of our vibrant 
communities. To have their 
support shows me that we are 
accomplishing something big 
in Albany,” Peralta said.

First elected in 2010, Peral-
ta has so far collected support 
from unions and other groups 
within the city, namely IBEW 
Local 3 and UNITEHERE! Lo-
cal 100 in the past week.

“Our mission as an organi-
zation is to help get strong, bold 
leaders who will fight to pro-
duce an agenda that will help 
hardworking New Yorkers. 
We look towards leaders who 
will work to create a country 
that is fair and just for all. We 
are proud to endorse Sen. Jose 
Peralta for his re-election, for 
he has proven himself commit-
ted to the hard- working people 
he represents. We need more 
elected officials who show 

Senator Peralta’s dedication to 
a just and progressive society,” 
said Barbara Jackson, of the 
Democratic Association of the 
21st Century.

Peralta has intensified 
his calls to make New York 
a sanctuary state and joined 
other voices urging Congress 
to abolish Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement in favor 
of establishing a new agency in 
its place.

“We support Sen. Jose 
Peralta in his re-election cam-
paign because of his great work 
so far within our community. 
As a an organization that val-
ues the safety and education of 
our children, Senator Peralta’s 
continued efforts to add speed 
cameras in school zones has 
reflected his devotion to New 
York’s future leaders. Accom-
panied by the unprecedented 
$1.1 billion school funding in-
crease and establishment of 
universal pre-kindergarten, 
Senator Peralta is surely the 
best option for improving our 
communities,” said Antwaun 
Gavins, of the Frederick Doug-
lass Club.

Peralta is a co-sponsor of 
the Dream Act and has fought 
to pass what he claims to be 
the strongest paid family leave 
program in the country, a $15 
minimum wage, immigrant 
legal defense funding, and an 
increase in education funding.

“Senator Peralta continu-
ously stands up for his constit-
uents by advocating for better 
communities and a united dis-
trict. We are proud to endorse 
his re-election campaign and 
look forward to working with 
him as he fights for New York-
ers in Albany. We continue 

State Sen. Jose Peralta was endorsed by three Democratic clubs in the city in his 
re-election bid.                            Photo by Mark Hallum

Melissa Sklarz, a trans rights activ-
ist and transgender woman herself, 
was endorsed by City Councilmen 
Daniel Dromm and Jimmy Van 
Bramer in her challenge to single-
term Assemblyman Brian Barnwell. 

Photo courtesy of the Sklarz campaign

Gen election showdown
Braunstein looks to fend off Republican challenger

ELECTION ELECTION 20182018
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Jamaica Hospital Medi-

cal Center in Richmond 
Hill held a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony last week for its 
new state-of-the-art Thom-
as Santucci Jr., MD Car-
diovascular Interventional 
Suite to treat members of 
the surrounding communi-
ty and air travelers at JFK.

The suite was named af-
ter the late chairman of the 
Department of Medicine at 
the hospital who died ear-
lier this year. The ribbon-
cutting was on July 25.

“He came here in 1968 
as a cardiologist at a time 
when we only had two car-
diologists — he was one of 
the two of them,” said hos-
pital spokesman Michael 
Hinck. “For 30 years he was 
the chairman of the Depart-
ment of Medicine and he 

passed away recently, but 
it was very important to 
him to stay on top of the lat-
est trends in cardiac care, 
so we decided to name the 
suite after him.”

The 6,500-square-foot 
space, located at 8900 Van 
Wyck Expressway, includes 
two interventional labs, 
a six-bed recovery unit, 
a preparation area, and 
rooms for viewing, treat-
ment and examination, ac-
cording to a press release. 

The purpose of the suite 
is to serve the local com-
munity, which the hospi-
tal estimates will produce 
an increase in admissions 
for both cardiac disease 
and stroke in the next five 
years, and to intervene in 
cardiovascular cases for 
travelers from John F. Ken-
nedy International Air-

Jamaica Hospital opens 
new cardiovascular suite

Maspeth community mourns 
pub owner George O’Neill Jr.

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
George O’Neill Jr., the 

owner of the Irish eatery and 
sports bar that bears his name 
in Maspeth, was known as a 
“man who took the shirt off his 
back for a stranger,” according 
to Danny Pyle, O’Neill’s son-
in-law. 

O’Neill, who was described 
as a generous, kind-hearted, 
charitable man, died at the 
age of 83 July 18. He was laid 
to rest July 23 at Mount Ol-
ivet Cemetery located at 65-40 
Grand Ave.

The restaurant at 64-21 
53rd Drive posted a statement 
on Facebook saying, “When 
you walked into O’Neill’s, ev-
eryone knew him and he knew 
everyone right back. He was 
the best husband, best father, 
best grandfather and best 
friend to all...George, you will 

be missed. You put up a good 
fight. We love you.” 

“Mr. O’Neill was like a pil-
lar in Maspeth,” said Pyle, who 
has been a part of O’Neill’s for 
25 years. “He’s always sitting 
outside at the bench with a 
smile and a joke greeting ev-

eryone as they went by. He was 
just an all around great guy.”

O’Neill’s wasn’t just a local 
spot in the community to grab 
a bite to eat. The popular res-
taurant became well-known 
for hosting events such as fam-
ily christenings, communion 
gatherings, anniversaries, 
birthday and graduation par-
ties, retirement parties, and 
annual benefits for the NYPD, 
FDNY, and St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital, according to 
Pyle. 

“We’re looking to keep it 
going, and keep it the way he 
would like for it to be,” said 
Pyle. 

O’Neill’s opened its doors 
after the end of Prohibi-
tion Dec. 5 1933, founded 
by O’Neill’s father, George 
O’Neill Sr. It was originally 
called the Plateau Tavern, 

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Dozens of community 

groups stood in resistance on 
the steps of City Hall against 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s proposal 
to change the method of admit-
tance to eight specialized high 
schools Wednesday. 

Standing in solidarity 
with them was state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and City 
Councilman Robert Holden (D-
Middle Village).

“I will oppose any changes 
to the Specialized High School 
Admissions Test,” said Avella, 
who instead introduced bill 
S.9141, which if passed by the 
state Legislature would ex-
pand the gifted and talented 
program for all New York City 
elementary and junior high 
schools.

“We must expand our city’s 
successful gifted and talented 
programs to be available in 
every school to give students 
the opportunity to achieve aca-
demic excellence,” said Avella. 

Supporting Avella was Wai 
Wah Chin, president of the 
Chinese American Citizens 
Alliance of Greater New York, 

and Assemblyman William 
Colton (D-Brooklyn).

“This bill introduced by 
Sen. Tony Avella creates an 
important way of nurturing 
and growing high academic 

achievement in every part of 
the city. It serves communi-
ties of every background. It’s 
a great thing for our students, 
family, and city,” said Chin.

Holden agrees.

“As an educator turned pol-
icymaker, I have seen over the 
last two decades the negative 
net effect that the decreasing 
of Gifted & Talented programs 
have contributed on our chil-

dren citywide—especially in 
our disenfranchised communi-
ties. As policymakers, it is in-
cumbent on us to assist in the 
development of our children’s 
full potential, not hinder it,” 
said Holden.

Eight out of the nine elite 
high schools across the city 
use a single test to determine 
which students can attend 
their institutions. 

Fiorella LaGuardia High 
School, a performance arts 
school in Manhattan, is the 
only institution that has a 
more diverse process, which 
includes auditions and aca-
demic records. Unlike the oth-
er eight schools it has a student 
body that consists of 31 percent 
of black and Latino pupils, ac-
cording to data from the U.S. 
News and World Report from 
2015 to 2016. 

The mayor wants to expand 
the criteria for students to be 
admitted to the single-test spe-
cialized high schools to give 
more opportunities to black 
and Latino students who are 
a few points shy of passing the 
test and are economically dis-

State Sen. Tony Avella was on the steps of City Hall rallying to save the Specialized High School Exam.  
Courtesy of Avella’s office

George O’Neill, owner of O’Neills 
in Maspeth, died at the age of 83. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Avella rallies at City Hall to save SHSAT
Senator introduces bill to expand gifted, talented school program across NYC

Continued on Page 58Continued on Page 57
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Four dead in Astoria shooting spree: NYPD
BY MARK HALLUM

NYPD Chief of Detectives 
Dermot Shea has released the 
names of two out of four vic-
tims in an Astoria shooting 
massacre that left a young 
boy and three others dead.

Among the bodies in the 
Monday night spree were 
6-year-old Giacomo James 
Shields and 47-year-old Linda 
Olthof, while the identities of 
the other two were still kept 
under wraps, according to 
police. 

NYPD responded to re-
ports of gunfire at 23-07 30th 
Drive at about 8:53 p.m. and 
found the victims who had 
all been shot. EMS declared 
all four dead at the scene, 
Shea said.

“The initial job was to 
respond to an aided case, a 
heavy bleeder. Upon entering 
the building, it’s an eight-
unit dwelling, the officers 
were directed to a location on 
the first floor. Upon entering 
that location, they observed, 
in quick time, four individu-
als that were apparently the 
victims of gunshot wounds,” 

Shea said. “As you can see 
over my shoulder, the [crime 
scene unit] is still, in fact, 
working the scene, and that’s 
where we are right now; Very 
preliminary at this point in 
time.”

James Shield, the father 
of the 6-year-old boy, was 
among the dead, according 
to the New York Post, which 
reported he was discovered 
with a gun nearby.

The shooting is believed 
to have been prompted by a 
costly divorce. Shields was 
separated from his son by 
his ex-wife, Olthof, who was 
from the Netherlands and 
had taken the boy back to 
her home country when the 
couple split up.

The other woman declared 
dead at the scene may have 
been Shields’s new partner, 
Saskia Shields, according to 
the New York Post.

Shields started a Go-
FundMe titled “Child Kid-
napping” in April, claim-
ing to be raising money for 
lawyers’ fees, and in the 
About Sectiondescribed 
his relationship with his 

ex-wife, who he accused of 
aggravating the custody 
battle because of “jealousy 
and bitterness.” He said his 
new wife was a ‘loving and 
supportive person.”

“We were married and be-
cause she couldn’t find work 
as an artist ran back home to 
Holland after she was preg-
nant with my son, devastat-
ing me. I’ve been spending 

a fortune to travel there as 
much as I could when he was 
a baby... Due to my ex’s ex-
treme jealousy and bitterness 
she is dragging me through 
court case after court case 
to be spiteful,” Shields wrote. 
“She only wants my son to be 
in the US for 2 weeks a year, 
which I just can’t accept as a 
father. This is devastating my 
family and I. In Netherlands 
as they do here, fathers get 
shafted even if they do nothing 
wrong and this has been exac-
erbated because of the current 
US political climate.”

Shields said the custody 
battle was putting a strain 
on the marriage with his new 
wife, who was also Dutch, 
and forcing him to choose 
between his son and his cur-
rent relationship.

Shields goal for the Go-
FundMe page was $30,000 
and had not received any 
contributions, but has since 
been removed from the site.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

A 6-year-old boy was among the dead in an Astoria shooting rampage. 
GoFundMe 
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Constantinides calls
for new safety study

BY MARK HALLUM
 
City Councilman Costa 

Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
is urging the Department 
of Transportation to launch 
a study of the corridor on 
23rd Avenue between 33rd 
and 36th streets after a cy-
clist was struck and killed 
by a van July 23.

The woman, identified 
by the NYPD as Xellea 
Samonte, 22, was killed 
as she passed through the 
intersection of 35th Street 
and 23 Avenue and died in 
Elmhurst Hospital the fol-
lowing day.

According to the NYPD 
Highway District’s Collision 
Investigation Squad, the 
light was a “steady red” when 
Samonte passed eastbound 
through the intersection.

This particular avenue, 
23rd Avenue from 33rd 
Street till 36th Street, has 
a history of crashes that 
result in both injury and 
death,” Constantinides 
said. “There is a pro-
nounced problem along this 
street and there are unique 
conditions which render 
this thoroughfare particu-
larly challenging,” he said.

 He pointed out that 
“first, the Amtrak elevated 
structure rises above 23rd 
Avenue and the railway’s 

support columns are plant-
ed directly in the middle of 
the street’s driving lanes. 
These columns narrow the 
roadway and make it very 
dangerous for drivers, cy-
clists, and pedestrians 
there. Second, there are 
several active driveways 
which directly feed into 
street traffic. Lastly, many 
cars park along the street 
and sidewalk illegally that 
compound the other chal-
lenges along this location.”

Constantinides added, 
“These are a few of the con-
ditions which make the traf-
fic pattern here dangerous, 
confusing, and chaotic.”

NYPD determined that 
the 2008 Ford Econoline 
Van operated by a 28-year-
old male had a green light 
when Samonte was struck, 
causing trauma to her head 
and leg.

But bicycle advocacy 
group Transportation Al-
ternatives sided with a 
StreetsBlog article that 
claimed a witness account 
said this was a false assess-
ment by the cops and that 
“NYPD has blamed the vic-
tim” on their website.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The U.S. Senate decided to 

proceed to vote Wednesday on 
two pieces of legislation that 
was drafted by U.S. Rep. Ny-
dia Velázquez (D-Brooklyn) 
to support small businesses 
in Puerto Rico by incentiviz-
ing federal agencies to award 
them contracts. 

On July 26, the U.S. House 
of Representatives approved 
her legislation, and her of-
fice believes it is safe to say 
that the Senate was expected 
to pass the bills this week, 
which are a part of a larger 
assistance package to help 
the hurricane ravaged is-
land. The larger package will 
be debated on for 30 hours. 

The goal of the bills are to 
fuel job growth and to stimu-
late the economy of the be-
leaguered island, which was 
hit by Hurricane Maria in 
2017, according to the Puerto 
Rican-born Velázquez, who 
represents parts of Queens, 
including Maspeth, Wood-
side, and Ridgewood, which 
has the largest Puerto Rican 
population in the borough. 

“These are common-
sense proposals that, I’m 
proud to say, passed with 
widespread bipartisan sup-
port [from the House],” Ve-
lázquez said. “By funneling 
federal contracting dollars 

to Puerto Rico we can help 
local businesses there grow, 
exactly when the Island 
most needs help.”

The first provision, Creat-
ing Economic Opportunity in 
Puerto Rico, would allow fed-
eral agencies to count double 
toward their statutory small 
business contracting goals 
and procurement dollars 
awarded to firms in Puerto 
Rico, therefore incentivizing 
the government to employ 
Puerto Rican businesses.

“My provision would 
channel federal dollars to the 
island, employing local small 
firms in the recovery process 
and on other projects. Feder-
al procurement spending can 
be a powerful tool for stimu-
lating local economic growth 
and, right now, Puerto Rico 
can use all the help it can 
get,” said Velázquez.

 Puerto Rico is current-
ly ranked 50th out of 56 in 
terms of federal contracts 
awarded to the United States 
and its territories, according 
to Velázquez’s office. In fis-
cal years 2014 and 2015 the to-
tal awards contracted to the 
island for small businesses 
was less than $85 million.

The second piece of legisla-
tion, Empowering Employees 
by Supporting Cooperatives, 
would assist employees seek-
ing to own a stake in their 

own workplace, which would 
make it easier for small firms 
to utilize the Small Business 
Administration’s program to 
finance their transition to 
employee-owned models such 
as an Employee Stock Owner-
ship Plan  or a cooperative. 

“We know that workers 
at employee-owned enter-
prises tend to be paid better 
and achieve higher rates of 
financial security,” said Ve-
lázquez. 

ESOPs and co-ops have a 
track record of success that 
allows companies with the 
employee-ownership model 
to see an increase in produc-
tivity by 4 to 5 percent, ac-
cording to Velázquez. 

Velázquez’s second provi-
sion would also help employ-
ee-owned businesses access 
capital to cover the high 
costs of becoming an ESOP, 
which are often upwards of 
$80,000. 

“As an upsurge of baby 
boomer business owners 
move towards retirement, 
this bill takes steps to help 
employees retain their jobs 
by gaining a stake in their 
company’s ownership,” said 
Velázquez.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

U.S. Rep. Nydia Velázquez’s bills to help Puerto Rican businesses passes with bipartisan support from U.S. 
Congress.  Photo by Danica Coto/AP

Councilman Costa Constantinides is urging DOT to review 23rd 
Avenue from 33rd Street to 36th Street for safety improvements 
after a cyclist was killed recently.

Helping small businesses
Velazquez bills urge fed agencies to offer PR support
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
A cat killer from Far Rockaway 

pleaded guilty to animal cruelty and 
intimidating a witness last week 
after murdering his own pet and 
trying to cover it up, according to 
Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown’s office. 

Giovanni Olivo, 31, from Beach 
26th Street entered a guilty plea July 
23, moments before a jury was to be 
selected for his trial, and admitted 
killing his cat on Sept. 30, 2016, as 
well as trying to intimidate an in-
dividual who lived in his neighbor-
hood and witnessed him assault the 
cat, according to Brown.

“Subsequent to the defendant’s 
arrest on aggravated animal cru-
elty charges, the defendant then 
attempted to scheme his way out of 
trouble by attempting to intimidate 
a witness that saw him commit this 
horrible crime,” said Brown.

On Sept. 30, 2016, Olivo stabbed 
his cat, threw her from a third-f loor 
balcony from his Beach 26th Street 
home to the street level, and yelled 
at the cat in front of several people, 
including children, as he stomped 
on her, according to the charges lev-
ied against him and his own confes-
sion. 

During his assault on the cat he 
yelled, “you’re dead to this world,” 
according to the charges.

“This was a cruel and vile act of 

brutality. These kinds of acts of ag-
gression toward animals cannot — 
and will not — be tolerated,” said 
Brown. 

After Olivo was arrested by of-
ficers from the 101st Precinct and 
charged with killing his cat, he at-
tempted to intimidate a witness who 
was slated to testify against him in 
court, according to Brown. 

“Those who are eyewitnesses 
to criminal acts must be protected 
from outside interference that might 
affect their testimony,” said Brown.

Olivo pleaded guilty before 
Queens Criminal Court Judge John 
Latella, who set the defendant’s sen-
tencing for Sept. 12.

Not only is Olivo expected to re-
ceive 10 months in jail for animal 
cruelty and intimidating a witness, 
but he will have to register with the 
city Department of Health as an ani-
mal abuser on its registry, and he 
will be banned from owning a pet  
for five years, according to the DA’s 
office. Once registered, Olivo will 
not be allowed to adopt a pet from 
a city shelter, rescue group or pet 
store. 

“The defendant is going to jail as 
punishment for the vicious killing 
of a cat and for trying to sway a wit-
ness to lie in court,” said Brown. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Giovanni Olivo admitted to killing his cat before a jury was to be selected for his trial. 
Facebook

Far Rockaway cat killer pleads guilty: DA

News from NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst    
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, part of the NYC Health + Hospitals health care system, is 
the major tertiary care provider in the borough of Queens. The hospital is comprised of 545 
beds and is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an Emergency Heart Care Station and a 911-Receiving 
Hospital. It is a premiere health care organization for key areas such as Surgery, Cardiology, 
Women’s Health, Pediatrics, Rehabilitation Medicine, and Renal and Mental Health Services. 
Last year, the hospital received close to 700,000 ambulatory care visits and over 130,000 
Emergency Room visits.

Council Member Daniel Dromm recently presented a proclamation to Dr. 
Deborah Reynolds, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Coronary Care 
Unit (CCU) Director, Dr. David Rubinstein, Director of Cardiology, and other 
members of the CCU team. They were joined at the recognition ceremony 
by cardiac patient Byron Cotton and his wife Dana Cotton. The excellent 
care provided by the Elmhurst team helped save Mr. Cotton’s life.

Little Chefs Graduation
Little Chefs is a nutrition education program sponsored by NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst’s WIC (Women, Infants, and Children) program  for 
children between 4-5 years old. It aims to encourage children to interact 
with vegetables and fruits, learn about the parts of a plant, and encourages 
healthy eating. When the children complete the program they receive a 
chef hat and apron and a certificate of completion.
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Pols slam possible Glendale homeless shelter
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Lawmakers in Queens are 

speaking out against a new shel-
ter that may possibly be slated for 
Glendale that will accommodate 
200 single men in one location. 

City Councilman Robert 
Holden (D-Middle Village) said 
he would mobilize the commu-
nities in his district against the 
shelter as he has done in the past 
to oppose what he sees as an in-
appropriate location for the pos-
sible facility, which would be at 
78-16 Cooper Ave.

Before being elected to City 
Council in 2017, Holden was a 
prominent figure in the opposi-
tion to the Maspeth Holiday Inn 
homeless shelter throughout 
2016 as the president of the Juni-
per Park Civic Association.

“After speaking to DHS 
Commissioner Steven Banks on 
Friday morning and on Friday 
night, and with Mayor Bill de 
Blasio on Sunday, I relayed that 
area residents would in no way 
accept a large out-of-character 
homeless shelter at the proposed 
location,” Holden said. “Rest as-
sured. I will do everything in 
my power to defeat this sense-

less and inappropriate proposal 
to place a men’s homeless shel-
ter in Glendale... I have fought 
against this location in the past 
and will continue to do so.  This 
is unacceptable.”

Holden criticized de Blasio’s 
Turning the Tide on Homeless-

ness initiative, which aims to 
address the more than 60,000 
people with no place to live in the 
city by placing a shelter in every 
community board district.  He 
also said the public engagement 
period on proposed shelters lack 
transparency.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), who just 
weeks ago spoke out against an 
all men’s shelter at 101-41 91st St. 
in Ozone Park proposal for 113 
individuals, also said the de Bla-
sio administration was acting 
with a lack of transparency in 

regard to the Glendale shelter.
“Here we are again, fighting 

the mayor’s office on yet another 
ill-conceived homeless shelter 
plan in our community. After we 
thought that the Cooper Avenue 
site was off the table, the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services has 
now apparently brought it back 
into the discussion and looks to 
be headed towards trying to open 
a shelter there,” Addabbo said. 
“I stand with my constituents 
and am appalled at the mayor’s 
complete lack of transparency, 
not just with the Cooper Avenue 
site, but also with many sites 
across Queens — including the 
Ozone Park shelter proposal. I 
will make it clear that the mayor 
cannot just come into our neigh-
borhoods and plop homeless 
shelters in inadequate locations 
and with little to no services to 
help the homeless transition out 
of these shelters. 

“This fight has just begun,” 
he said.

But the city Department of 
Homeless Services argued they 
had never claimed the plan for 
a shelter was “was off the table” 
and that they “currently have no 
proposal for this site.”

Elected officials are speaking out against Mayor Bill de Blasio’s potential proposal for a homeless shelter in 
Glendale. Photo by Michael Shain 
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Opportunities abound with JFK’s $10B redevelopment
BY NAEISHA ROSE  

 
As representatives from 

the Port Authority laid out 
their Vision Plan  to bring 
Kennedy Airport into the 
21st century at community 
outreach meetings in Far 
Rockaway and St. Albans, 
state Sen. James Sanders 
Jr. (D-South Ozone Park) 
focused on encouraging mi-
nority and women entrepre-
neurss to take advantage of 
the airfield’s $10 billion re-
development.

“I implore people to get 
ready for what is about to 
happen in Queens   and not 
let opportunity pass them 
by. Businesses cannot put 
the onus on just government 
alone. Owners have to take 
responsibility to participate 
where government has made 
a way for them,” Sanders 
said.

Sanders was referring to 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s Feb-
ruary announcement that  
up to 30 percent of state-
funded contracts would go to 
minority and women-owned 
business enterprises. 

“In New York, we know 
that our economy is stron-
gest when everyone is em-
powered to participate, 
which is why we continue to 
work to increase access and 
opportunities to success for 
minority- and women-owned 
businesses to strengthen 
and diversify our economy,” 
said Cuomo.

The outreach meetings 
were held July 17 and July 

18, and Sanders hopes that 
MWBEs will receive up to $3 
billion in contracts for their 
firms from the JFK expan-
sion. 

To be MWBE-certified 
in New York, a minority or 
woman must own 51 percent 
of their business, have a good 
standing as a citizen, have 
operated his or her company 
a year prior to applying to 
the program, and have au-

thorization to do business in 
the state, according nyc.gov. 

JFK Airport is in one of 
the most ethnically diverse 
urban areas in the world, ac-
cording to Sanders, who is 
on the Senate Task Force on 
MWBE and the mayor’s Ad-
visory Council on MWBEs. 
Minorities make up more 
than 50 percent of the city’s 
population, and the senator 
believes the 30 percent pro-

curement goal is possible if 
more MWBEs take advan-
tage of government projects.

“Many such firms operat-
ing in New York may not be 
looking at government as an 
opportunity for diversifying 
their revenue source, but the 
Kennedy investment pres-
ents a unique opportunity. 
Work will last more than 10 
years, creating regional job 
growth and new business 
ventures that will benefit 
generations to come,” said 
Sanders. 

JFK Airport broke re-
cords in terms of interna-
tional passenger traffic and 
overall passenger trips in 
2017, according to Port Au-
thority statistics, and gener-
ates $15 billion in wages.

Last year, international 
passengers increased 2 per-
cent by 643,847 to 32.4 mil-
lion at JFK, while total trav-
elers at the airport went up 
0.4 percent by 239,908 to 59.3 
million, according to Port 
Authority. 

Despite the uptick in 
travelers, JFK is ranked 

The advisory panel for John F. Kennedy International Airport released a vision plan for the $10 billion expan-
sion of the aviation hub.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Continued on Page 57
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Maspeth trio sentenced in elderly break-ins
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

 
Three Maspeth residents 

were each sentenced last week 
to 10 years in prison for a se-
ries of burglaries that victim-
ized Queens seniors in their 
homes, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

“These despicable defen-
dants targeted senior hom-
eowners in the neighborhoods 
of Jackson Heights, Flushing 
and Maspeth during the sum-
mer months of 2016,” Brown 
said. “The defendants, in some 
instances, pretended to be a 
granddaughter or a former 
neighbor to gain entry and at 
times would be accompanied 
by a pre-teen girl to distract 
the homeowners and steal 
their money and valuables.”

The three defendants were 
identified as Tony Cristo, 37, 
and his ex-wife Teresa How-
ard, 38, both of 69th Street in 
Maspeth, as well as his sister, 
Rosie Cristo, 34, of 69th Lane 
in Maspeth. All pleaded guilty 
to second-degree burglary as 
a hate crime before Acting 
Queens Supreme Court Judge 
Barry Kron July 6, Brown 
said. 

Cristo and Howard were 
each sentenced to 10 years in 
prison, plus five years post 
release supervision, and Rosie 
Cristo was sentenced to 3 1/2 
years in prison to be followed 

by 2 1/2 years post release su-
pervision before Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Kenneth 
Holder. 

Brown said that under the 
provisions of New York state’s 
Hate Crimes Act of 2000, en-
hanced charges can be filed 
when a defendant is alleged to 
have selected his or her victim 
because of their age, which is 
defined as being 60 or older. 

According to one criminal 
complaint, a 91-year-old female 
Flushing homeowner was in 
her 50th Avenue residence on 
the afternoon of July 25, 2016, 
when a still unidentified fe-
male entered the premises 
through the unlocked front 
door and claimed to be the ho-
meowner’s granddaughter.

Minutes later, the hom-
eowner’s daughter entered 
the home and confronted the 
woman and escorted her out of 
the residence, where she saw 
the female enter a green Pon-
tiac with Tony Cristo in the 
driver’s seat. The homeown-
er’s daughter approached the 
vehicle and told Cristo and the 
female to leave and that she 
was calling the police.

 According to a second crim-
inal complaint, an 83-year-old 
Maspeth woman was inside 
her 56th Drive residence on 
the morning of Aug. 10, 2016, 
when Howard and Cristo, 
along with a 10-year-old blonde 
girl rang her doorbell. Howard 

and Cristo told the homeown-
er they would like to speak 
with the upstairs tenant, but 
were told he was unavailable. 
They had asked for a pen and 
paper to leave a note, and then 
left the premises with the 
child. A few hours later, the 
homeowner discovered that 
her purse, which contained 
$60 cash, photographs, a non-
driver’s identification card 
and medical insurance cards, 
was missing. 

In another incident that 
same morning, Howard and 
unapprehended two others — a 
male and female — and a nine-
year-old girl visited another 
residence on 69th Street in 
Jackson Heights. They asked 
the homeowners — a 90-year-

old man and his 88-year-old 
wife — if they could look at 
construction work that was 
happening in the home, claim-
ing to be former neighbors of 
the homeowners. The female 
homeowner was in her bed in 
the bedroom, when Howard 
and the unapprehended female 
were asking about family pic-
tures on the dresser and asked 
for a tissue. After they left, the 
female homeowner discovered 
that $6,400 in cash was miss-
ing from the top drawer of her 
dressing, Brown said. 

Ten days later, on Aug. 
20, 2016, Howard visited an 
86-year-old Flushing man in 
his Benham Street residence, 
who thought she was a woman 
he knew as “Maria” but later 

realized she not. While having 
cookies and coffee with the ho-
meowner, Howard asked to use 
the bathroom on at least 10 oc-
casions, during which the ho-
meowner could hear her using 
the telephone in the bathroom. 
It’s unknown if any money or 
valuables were taken from the 
home, Brown said. 

On Aug. 26, a 61-year-old 
Flushing man was inside his 
Woodside Avenue residence 
when two women — one 
heavyset and the other slim 
— entered his home. Police 
had identified Howard as the 
slim woman, and Cristo as the 
heavy set woman. Howard had 
asked to use the bathroom, 
while Cristo sat in the kitch-
en eating cake. After a few 
minutes, both women left the 
premises, when the homeown-
er realized that approximately 
$200 in cash, which was rolled 
up in a rubber-band, and his 
Chase credit card, were miss-
ing from his top dresser draw-
er. 

According to Brown, police 
saw Howard and Cristo leav-
ing the residence in a green 
Mazda driven by Tony Cristo. 
In stopping the vehicle, police 
recovered cake and a sum of 
cash rolled up and held by a 
rubber-band. The Chase credit 
card belonging to the hom-
eowner was recovered within 
the police vehicle that took 
Howard to the precinct.  

Three Maspeth residents were each sentenced to 10 years in prison for 
a series of burglaries in Queens that targeted seniors in their homes, 
stealing money and valuables, according to Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. 
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Lower your energy bills every month when you upgrade 
your heating or cooling equipment with Hart.

• Save $500* with Hart's Cool Cash Bonus
• Earn up to $600* in Upgrade & Save Rebates
• Get tax credits of 20¢ per gallon

• Reduce energy bills by up to $720** per year
•  Free 2-year service plan ($500 value) with all 

installations

Chill Out Now!
Warm Up Later!

Save on Heating & Cooling 
All Year Long!

Central Air Conditioning Sales & Service  |  Home Heating Oil Delivery
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

LIC clinic helps immigrants apply for citizenship 
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
About 50 registered im-

migrants attended a natu-
ralization workshop clinic 
Saturday to receive free legal 
assistance with their natu-
ralization applications at La-
Guardia Community College 
in Long Island City despite 
some anxiety that this is a 
perilous time to seek citizen-
ship because of the Trump 
administration’s attitude to-
ward immigrants.

New York Lawyers for the 
Public Interest,  in partner-
ship with Catholic Migration 
Services, LaGuardia Commu-
nity College and multiple par-
ticipating law firms, held their 
first naturalization workshop 
in Queens to provide access 
and services to immigrants 
seeking to become American 
citizens. NYLPI and CMS 
host four naturalization work-
shops a year. 

“We do a lot of work to make 
clients feel comfortable,” said 
Annamaria Santamaria, pro-
gram associate of Pro Bono 
Programs at NYLPI. “We 
make sure there’s translation 

support, that confidentiality 
remains between attorneys 
and clients, and make sure 
clients understand their pro-
cess and what to expect.”

The law firms included 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & 
Hamilton LLP, Fried, Frank, 
Harris, Shriver & Jacobson 
LLP, and volunteers from 
Goldman Sachs. 

According to Chloe Moore, 
coordinator at Catholic Mi-
gration Services, there is now 
a general feeling of fear about 
becoming denaturalized, 
since it’s a risky time to apply 
for citizenship.

“We’re seeing immigration 
using a lot more discretion to 
deny cases or to ask for addi-
tion evidence, documents, and 
they’re looking more closely 
at documents and criminal 
history,” said Moore. “But 
that’s why we’re here to help, 
to make people unafraid and 
provide the best service and 
give legal advice.” 

Santamaria said people 
who are unable to pay the ap-
plication fee of $725 can apply 
for a fee waiver, and complete 
the form with an attorney to 

be sent to the U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. 
Afterwards, they meet with a 
CMS attorney who has exper-
tise in immigration law and 
lastly check out with volun-
teers to package their appli-
cation and find out the next 
steps in the process. 

Prior to the event, per-
manent green card residents 

called the immigration ser-
vice hotline to be pre-screened 
for eligibility to fill out their 
naturalization application, 
said Santamaria. 

In order to be eligible for 
naturalization, the most basic 
requirements include: perma-
nent lawful residents who are 
at least 18 years old and have 
had a green card for at least 
five years and have lived in 
the state or district where 
they are applying for at least 
three months.  

Moore said people who 
were not registered were able 
to do a quick pre-screening to 
determine their eligibility for 
naturalization and schedule 
another appointment in their 
office. 

“After filling out their 
application today, in about 
a month or so they’ll get a 
notice from USAS to get a 
fingerprint appointment and 
then there will be a very long 
wait between 10-17 months for 
their interview and exam on 
the same day,” said Moore. 
“An immigration officer will 
review the application with 
them, and if they don’t pass 

the exam, they’ll get a second 
chance, and if they don’t pass 
again, they’ll get denied.” 

Applicants receive book-
lets that are given by the US-
CIS containing all of the civ-
ics questions that could come 
up in the exam, and a CD with 
practice questions, said Jose 
Leon, an attorney, who has 
worked with CMS for 4 1/2 
years. 

“Everyone was very help-
ful, informative, and courte-
ous,” said a client, who chose 
to remain anonymous. “Years 
ago, I didn’t feel the urgency 
to get dual citizenship. I’m do-
ing it now finally.” 

Santamaria touted the 
benefits of the clinic.

“Oftentimes these services 
can be out of reach for people, 
and making these services 
free means more immigrant 
New Yorkers can access what 
they need to strive and flour-
ish in New York City,” she 
said.

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

After going through a pre-screen-
ing process and registering for 
an appointment, clients meet 
with a pro-bono attorney to go 
through their application. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

Residential
&

Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AROUND CALL NOW

1-800-BUY-FENCE

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

*Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is 
extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394
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Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional

146-13 JAMAICA AVENUE,
JAMAICA , NEW YORK 11435

718-206-0333
718-206-0444
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Mohammed Jagana is a recent 

graduate of St. John’s University in 
Jamaica, a former intern for state 
Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
and in March he learned that he was 
a recipient of the coveted Fulbright 
Scholarship.

“My parents are really excited 
and really proud,” said Jagana. “I’m 
a first-generation college student so 
it meant a lot to both my parents and 
my siblings.”

In the last week of August, Jagana 
will be heading to the Netherlands 
to attend the University of Amster-
dam and study Applied Sciences, 
research the country’s educational 
system and also work as an English 
teacher’s assistant at the prestigious 
institution. 

Despite having already been ac-
cepted to graduate law programs at 
Cornell University, Northwestern, 
Georgetown, George Washington, 
Boston College, St. John’s University, 
the University of Southern Califor-
nia, Seattle University, Washington 
University in St. Louis and Emory, 
Jagana wanted to get a chance to go 
overseas for the first time.

He applied to the program back 
in October 2017 and knew if he got it 
that he would definitely change his 
plans.

“My goal was to attend [law 
school] in the fall, but I wanted to 
have an international experience,” 
said Jagana. “I came across the Ful-
bright Scholarship and this amaz-
ing opportunity would allow me to 
immerse myself in a new culture.”

The Fulbright U.S. Program is an 
international educational exchange 
program funded by Congress and the 
U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs, 
and awardees are selected on the 
basis of academic and professional 
achievement as well as their record 
of service and for their potential as a 
leader in a respective field. 

“It was great getting the news,” 
said Jagana about being accepted to 
the program. 

One person who was not sur-
prised by Jagana’s selection was his 
former boss, Comrie. 

“It was clear from the get-go that 
Mohammed has an exceptional tal-
ent for research and analysis,” said 
Comrie. “My staff and I are thrilled, 
though not at all surprised, that he 
was chosen for the Fulbright pro-
gram. I look forward to hearing even 
greater news about his successes as 
he continues his education and be-
gins a career.”

Jagana is beyond overjoyed for 

his first international trip. 
“I’m excited about everything, to 

be honest,” said Jagana, who wants 
to see the Anne Frank House, travel 
through the canals in Amsterdam, 
and go to the Hague, the city where 
the International Criminal Court 
and the International Court of Jus-
tice are based, according to the gov-
ernment and politics major. 

While Jagana can’t wait to leave 
for Amsterdam, the Seattle native 
will miss Queens. 

“I was initially drawn to St. 
John’s given its location in New 
York. For as long as I can remember, 
I always aspired to one day move to 
New York City to grow both person-
ally and professionally in a cultur-
ally diverse part of the world,” said 
Jagana. 

He lived on campus at St. John’s 
and was a resident assistant his se-
nior year. 

“It was a rewarding experience,” 
said Jagana, who will also miss the 
multi-ethnic cuisine. “To be honest 
it was the food [that was my favor-
ite thing]. I loved being able to eat 
American food, and then 10 minutes 
down the road I can get the Carib-
bean Jamaican oxtails and beef pat-
ties, Chinese food and real Italian 
pizzas.”

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

St. John’s grad earns
Fulbright Scholarship

Mohammed Jagana, a St. John’s graduate, 
is the recipient of a Fulbright Scholarship 
to the University of Amsterdam.  

Courtesy of St. John’s University
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•  Beautiful 37-Acre Campus
•  Championship Athletics, Rich Campus Life, Internships, 
  and Study Abroad & Scholarship Opportunities

•  40+ Award-Winning Academic Programs & Our  
  Nationally-Recognized Queensborough Academies 
  Model for Student Success 

222-05 56th Avenue,  Bayside,  NY 1 1364
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DISCOVER HIGH-QUALITY,  
AFFORDABLE EDUCATION!

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO APPLY FOR FALL 2018!
WWW.QCC.CUNY.EDU
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Support endangered Queens diners
 The closing of Briarwood’s 

Flagship Diner is disappointing. 
I have enjoyed many excellent 
meals for decades when frequent-
ing any one of our many local din-
ers, including the Flagship. Over 
the years, we have seen the de-
mise of too many others, includ-
ing the Bel Aire (Astoria), Gold 
Star (Bayside), Seville (Douglas-
ton), Sage (Elmhurst), Saravan 
(Flushing), Palace (Flushing), 
Future (Fresh Meadows), Fame 
(Jamaica), Scobees Grill (Little 
Neck) and others.

Diners have been part of my 
life from teenage years to today. 
Eating out is a periodic ritual with 
either friends or family. Portions 
are generous. Who never took a 
doggy bag home with leftovers to 
eat the next day? Between the cus-
tomary soup, salad, rolls, coleslaw 

and pickles along with the main 
course, dinner could satisfy the 
heartiest appetite. Many times we 
bagged our desserts to go.  

Neighborhoods all over Queens 
have seen changes over time. Many 
new immigrant groups sometimes 
favor their own ethnic foods and 
restaurants. Diners have also lost 
customers to numerous fast food 
restaurants. Many of their menus 
have expanded to also include 
breakfast items and a greater vari-
ety of items to select from for lunch 
or dinner.  

Remember these people are our 
neighbors. Our local entrepreneurs 
who own and operate diners have 
continued to invest in our commu-
nity, creating new employment op-
portunities without the assistance 
of federally funded taxpayers’ 
stimulus dollars. They work long 

hours, pay taxes and provide local 
employment. If we don’t patronize 
our local restaurants, they don’t 
eat either.

Why not honor the found mem-
ories we had at the Bel Aire, Gold 
Star, Fame, Future, Neptune, Pal-
ace, Sage, Saravan, Scobees Grill, 
Seville and the Flagship, which 
have come and gone, by continu-
ing to patronize our remaining 
diners. 

Here’s hoping that Queens 
diners, including the Bayside, 
Court Square, Douglaston Park-
way, Kanes, Neptune, Nevada, 
North Shore Terrace and a hand-
ful of others still in business 
don’t go the way of the dinosaurs 
into permanent extinction.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

MORE BIKE LANE DRAMA
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 The bike lane debate shows no sign of abating in 
Queens.

In western Queens, nearly 100 people gathered last 
week to rally against the bike lanes on Skillman and 
43rd avenues in Sunnyside and Woodside. Meanwhile, 
state Sen. Tony Avella held a news conference at the 
intersection of Northern Boulevard and Douglaston 
Parkway to air his concerns over the thoroughfare’s 
controversial bike lane. 

While well-intentioned, the implementation of these 
bike lanes by the city has caused outrage among resi-
dents in the borough. On one side, we have those who 
contend they need the space to safely cycle through the 
busy streets. On the other, we have others who maintain 
the bike lanes create safety issues for drivers and pedes-
trians. Adding to the heated conversation, bike lanes 
have also replaced some precious parking spots, which 
are in short supply. especially in western Queens. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio pushed the bike lane plan for 
Skillman and 43rd avenues in an effort to keep people 
safe despite strong opposition from Sunnyside and 
Woodside residents.

Between 2012 and 2016, 283 people were injured 
along these two corridors, including 34 bicyclists and 61 
pedestrians, according to the city Department of Trans-
portation, with the remainder being motorists. Bike 
lanes can certainly help limit the number of injuries in 
the area, even if they aren’t always practical. 

Meanwhile, the bike lane installed last summer 
along Northern Boulevard between Douglaston Park-
way and 223rd Street last summer is the source of ongo-
ing dissension.

 The DOT said the two-way protected bike lane on 
the north side of Northern Boulevard delivers “critical 
safety benefits for the community and all street users.” 

After the bike lanes were completed, the Douglaston 
Civic Association sent a letter to the DOT opposing the 
bike lane plan.

And now, with Avella leading the charge, residents 
are claiming that the bike lanes have not increased 
safety in the area. He is calling for stanchions to be 
installed to narrow the bike lane by about 20 to 30 feet 
and provide an easier connection to the sidewalk and 
deter cyclists from making a left turn against traffic on 
Douglaston Parkway.

And the DOT seems receptive to making some 
changes to better define lanes for cyclists and vehicles 
to boost safety. Changes are expected to be completed 
within the next few weeks.

The bike lane controversies are not going away. 
Our community boards and lawmakers must continue 
working with the DOT to find a more amicable solution. 
It’s up to them to make peace and go forward with the 
best possible plan, with input from all parties.
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READERS WRITE

Opportunity Zones provide chances for those struggling
 It is no secret that economi-

cally there are numerous neigh-
borhoods across Queens that 
are struggling. 

While some areas have 
bounced back following the 
depths of the Great Recession, 
many have found themselves 
economically stagnant or worse 
off than they were even two de-
cades ago, with the costs of ev-
erything from housing to health 
care to food rising, while wages 
and new business development 
have tried to keep up.

As part of the “Tax and Job 
Acts of 2017,” Congress created 
the Opportunity Zone program, 
aimed at encouraging private 
investment in low-income com-
munities. Here in Queens, 63 
different census tracts through-
out the borough -- including 
large areas of Jamaica, St. Al-
bans, the Rockaways, parts of 

Sunnyside and southeast Long 
Island City, as well as others 
-- have been designated by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo as eligible.  

The federal OZ program 
takes aim squarely at specific 
communities and provides in-
centives for those willing to 
invest robustly in return for no 
tax being levied on their long-
term capital gains. Cuomo has 
suggested more than 300 census 
tracts in the city and 514 state-
wide to the U.S. Department of 
the Treasury as OZs. 

Although the guidelines 
have yet to be promulgated by 
the Treasury Department, it 
is expected the program fund-
ing model will enable a broad 
array of investors to pool their 
resources in designated OZs, 
increasing the scale of invest-
ments going to underserved 
areas. 

The Treasury describes an 
OZ as a low-income census tract 
with an individual poverty rate 
of at least 20 percent and median 
family income no greater than 
80 percent of the area median.

There are three tax incen-
tives for investing in these 
designated OZ communities, 
but it must be done through a 
qualified Opportunity Fund. 
All involve the tax treatment of 
capital gains and all are tied to 
the longevity of the investment, 
with the most upside going to 
those who hold their investment 
for 10 years or longer.    

This incentivizes investors 
and entrepreneurs to make real, 
sustainable commitments to 
communities rather than some 
quick “hit-and-run” investment 
designed to produce short-term 
gain without benefiting those 
it is meant to empower. The OZ 

funds bring capital to under-
served communities on a con-
tinuing basis, designed to pro-
duce lasting value.

One tax upside of OZ Funds 
is an option of temporary defer-
ral on including taxable income 
for capital gains that are rein-
vested. Alternatively, there’s 
a step-up in basis for capital 
gains that are reinvested in an 
Opportunity Fund; the basis is 
increased by 10 percent if the in-
vestment is held by the taxpayer 
for at least five years and by an 
additional five percent if it’s 
held for at least seven years.  

Finally, there is a permanent 
exclusion from taxable income 
of capital gains earned from the 
sale or exchange of an invest-
ment in an Opportunity Fund, 
if the investment is held for at 
least 10 years. This only applies 
to gains accrued after an invest-

ment in an Opportunity Fund.
While few are yet tapping 

into this very new program, ex-
pect it to become more popular 
as more people find out about it. 
In Queens, neighborhoods like 
Long Island City are ideal for 
investors ready to move quickly. 
The OZ program has the capacity 
to open doors to new industries 
locating and growing in neigh-
borhoods that made the cut. 

U.S. households held some 
$3.8 trillion in unrealized capi-
tal gains at the end of 2017, and 
corporations held $2.3 trillion. 
That is a staggering amount of 
potential capital sitting on the 
sidelines that could be used as a 
down payment on future prosper-
ity for millions of Americans.

Sean Crowley 
Davidoff Hutcher & Citron

Manhattan 

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history.

Born on Aug. 9, 1928 in Man-
hattan, Bob Cousy electrified 
NBA fans for 13 seasons with 
his seemingly magical pass-
ing ability and prolific scoring 
as a point guard for the Boston 
Celtics. 

Born to poor French immi-
grant parents and as a youth 
in Queens during the Great 
Depression, Cousy was cut 
twice from his high school ju-
nior varsity team before going 
on to hardwood greatness at 
the College of the Holy Cross 
and the Celtics. One of the 
greatest point guards ever to 
play the game, Cousy won six 

NBA titles in Boston and was a 
13-time league All Star. When 
he retired from the game in 
1963, President Kennedy sent 
him a wire proclaiming “The 
game bears an indelible stamp 
of your rare skills and compet-
itive daring.”

As a child growing up in 
Astoria and St. Albans, Cousy 
spent his childhood playing 
stickball and other street 
games with an ethnically 
and racially diverse group of 
friends. These experiences 
made him an outspoken op-
ponent of racism and bigotry 
throughout his playing and 
coaching career. The future 
All-Star first took up basket-
ball at age 13 and was “imme-
diately hooked.” Success didn’t 
come easy, however, as Cousy 
didn’t even make the team at 

Andrew Jackson High School 
until his junior year. After a 
breakout senior campaign, 
the boy from Queens accepted 
a basketball scholarship from 
Holy Cross.

Early in his college career 
with the Crusaders, the for-
mer schoolboy standout from 
New York City became frus-
trated with his lack of playing 
time. Finding Cousy’s up-tem-
po, streetball style of play with 
behind-the-back dribbling and 
no look passes a poor fit for the 
static, slow style of play of the 
1940s and 1950s, the Holy Cross 
coach frequently relegated the 
talented guard to the bench. 
With Holy Cross trailing late 
in a game in Cousy’s senior 
season, however, the coach 
sent in the talented guard who 
led the team to a comeback 
victory and a 26-game win-
ning streak. In spite of early 
struggles, the dynamic scorer 
earned NCAA All-America 
honors three times and con-
tributed to a 1947 team that 
won the national title. Holy 
Cross retired his No. 17 jersey 
in 2008.

Initially drafted by the Tri-
Cities Blackhawks as the third 
overall pick of the 1950 NBA 
draft, Cousy eventually landed 
with the Boston Celtics after 
refusing to sign with the Black-
hawks. He enjoyed a remark-
ably successful career in Bos-
ton, leading the league for an 
unprecedented eight straight 
years in assists, winning six 
NBA titles and being voted into 
13 NBA All-Star Games in his 
13 full NBA seasons. He also 
earned 12 All-NBA First and 
Second Team honors as well 
as the 1957 NBA Most Valuable 
Player Award. After 13 sea-
sons spent redefining a staid, 
deliberate game of flat-footed 
shots with his crowd-pleasing 
finesse, Cousy retired from the 
Celtics in 1963.

Immediately after hanging 
up his jersey, the New York 
native coached the men’s bas-
ketball team at Boston Col-
lege from 1963 to 1969. In his 
six seasons in Chestnut Hill, 
Coach Cousy led the Eagles to 
three NIT appearances, two 
NCAA tournament appear-
ances and an overall record 

of 117 wins and 38 losses. The 
Houdini of the Hardwood bid 
farewell to Boston in 1970 to 
coach the Cincinnati Royals 
of the NBA. He remained with 
the team, currently the Sacra-
mento Kings, until 1974 and 
compiled a 141-209 record. The 
41-year-old Cousy even made 
a brief comeback as a player 
with the team in 1970.

For many years following 
his retirement from coaching, 
Bob Cousy made a name for 
himself among a new genera-
tion of Celtics fans as a color 
analyst for his former team on 
Boston area television. He con-
tinues to live in the Worcester, 
Mass., area near his alma mat-
er. His No. 14 has hung in the 
rafters of the Boston Garden 
since 1963.

“Do your best when no one is 
looking. If you do that, then you 
can be successful in anything 
that you put your mind to.” — 
Bob Cousy 

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at (718) 278-0700 
or visit www.astorialic.org.

NBA legend Bob Cousy grew up in Queens
COLUMNS

 Central Queens businesses 
are under attack by the city 
Department of Transportation 
as it removes parking spaces 
along Queens Boulevard and 
adds bike lanes. These chang-
es are supposed to spur bicycle 
riding but have instead caused 
a drop in business for stores 
along Queens Boulevard with 
the fear that local businesses 
will go out of business. Al-
ready, Ben’s Best Delicatessen 
has closed due to loss of busi-
ness since people can’t park so 
they can patronize the store.

When the city adds a des-
ignated bike lane to an area, 
it takes away parking spaces, 
which is the worst thing one 

can do to any community in 
Queens. This is hurting busi-
nesses and thus the economy 
of Queens. How bad things 
will become will be seen in 
the coming months. There are 
about three spots on each block 
where delivery trucks can 
park during the day while de-
livering to stores. If a custom-
er parks in one of these spaces, 
the driver gets a big ticket. The 
tickets and the lack of parking 
are driving customers away. 
There are plans to reduce the 
loading zone hours down from 
7 p.m. to 4 p.m. but will the sig-
nage be clear enough so that 
people will not get tickets?

The whole idea of this plan 
is to get people to ride bicycles 
and yet to cut down on acci-
dents and injuries and deaths. 
The city currently releases fig-
ures which say that accidents 
and deaths are down, but when 
one drives along Queens Bou-
levard, one sees few if any bi-
cycles in the bike lanes at any 

given time. In fact, one can see 
delivery trucks or cars double 
parked on the street so that 
traffic has to go into the bike 
lanes in order to keep moving.

The DOT keeps on adding 
to the problem. It now wants 
to extend the bike lanes east-
ward along Queens Boulevard 
to Union Turnpike. Sadly, this 
project will take away 220 
parking spaces on this one-
mile strip. This will be hor-
rible for an area already short 
on parking spaces. The same 
problems for shopkeepers and 
car drivers should happen 
here that have happened to the 
west and hurt businesses. This 
is going on in the Community 
Board 6 area, which has voted 
against the plans.

 In Sunnyside, Community 
Board 2 has voted against 
similar plans on Skillman and 
43rd avenues. A large public 
hearing brought out people for 
and against the plan with the 
same arguments made for pro-

tecting people from accidents 
as opposed to hurting neigh-
borhood stores.

In eastern Queens, there 
is another bike lane proposal 
along Utopia Parkway from 
26th Avenue down to the Grand 
Central Parkway. While the 
loss of parking near stores 
does not seem to be a problem 
here, the narrowing of the 
road to one lane seems neces-
sary and is a worry. Then the 
proposal to make the median 
an area of flowers seems im-
probable since the city does 
not take care of the trees and 
tree pits along other median 
strips in Queens.

Even further to the east 
along Northern Boulevard, the 
Douglaston Civic Association 
recently held another march 
against the protected bike lane 
that was built on the north side 
of Northern Boulevard. Com-
munity Board 11 has made an-
other proposal to replace this 
bike lane.  This area of North-

ern Boulevard has very heavy 
traffic, which is made worse by 
the loss of one lane of traffic for 
the bike lane. 

It seems that while trying 
to solve one transportation 
problem, the city has created 
more problems. Let’s hope for 
a solution.

Good and bad news
of the week

There has been much talk 
about immigrants, who they 
are, why they come and what 
good are they to a country. It 
seems that the rescue of the 
Thai boys’ soccer team was 
made easier due to an immi-
grant named Adul Sam-on, 14, 
who left Myanmar. He speaks 
five languages and acted as the 
interpreter for the Wild Boars, 
as the boys’ soccer team is 
called. His parents sent him to 
Thailand for a better life and 
he helped save the lives of 13 
people.

Addition of bike lanes hurting local businesses
Bob

Harris
■

The Civic 
Scene
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

 Many of New York’s working-
class citizens feel forgotten and 
betrayed by a mayor and City 
Council not interested in their 
daily struggles to make ends 
meet, but instead obsess over pre-
venting deportation of illegal im-
migrants who have been arrested 
or convicted of various crimes.

DWI, identity theft, Social Se-
curity fraud, assault, using stolen 
or forged documents all used to be 
considered serious crimes but are 
now seen as minor nuisances by 
city leaders. This is the price we 
pay for being a “sanctuary city,” 
where these types of crimes by 
illegal immigrants are ignored 
in order to protect them from de-
portation.

At the same time, law-abiding 
citizens are left behind as crime in 
their neighborhoods rises, prop-

erty taxes explode, college-ready 
high school graduation rates dip 
to abysmal levels, and a degrada-
tion of neighborhood quality of 
life trends in the wrong direction. 
Even those climbing up the eco-
nomic ladder and living in city 
housing are treated as second-
class citizens.

NYCHA’s failed and incompe-
tent slumlord management style 
continues to wreak havoc over 
its managed housing projects. Its 
negligent tactics would have put 
any other landlord behind bars. 
The litany of scandal and in-
competence is well documented. 
NYCHA’s lead-paint scandal has 
affected the health of hundreds 
of children, its tenants freeze in 
the winter with massive boiler 
failures while its senior and dis-
abled population suffer repeated 
elevator outages.

NYCHA’s scandalous repair 
program where repairs are never 
made yet marked as “Completed” 
so that NYCHA officials can 
show improved repair statistics, 
is part of the litany of incompe-
tency reported almost daily in 

the city media. Instead of improv-
ing these horrific conditions and 
making public housing safer, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio seems fix-
ated on preventing deportation of 
criminal illegal aliens.    

Not to be outdone by de Bla-
sio’s failure to focus on its citizens, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo last week 
pardoned seven illegal aliens 
to protect them from impend-
ing deportation. Their “minor 
criminal convictions,” according 
to the governor, include assault, 
larceny, possession of stolen prop-
erty, identity theft, and sale of a 
controlled substance.

Would the governor pardon 
you or me if convicted of similar 
crimes? Of course not. Thousands 
of Americans served sentences in 
New York jails for similar crimes 
and have never been pardoned or 
even considered for one.

Being a citizen is not a po-
litically expedient characteris-
tic for a pardon by the governor. 
This obsession to protect those 
who have committed crimes 
from deportation while ignoring 
the plight of those who have con-

ducted their lives crime-free is 
an outrageous breach of duty by 
elected officials and they should 
be held accountable. 

In 2014, Cuomo awarded free 
college education to prison in-
mates. This program went far 
beyond the normal GED High 
School graduation certificate 
program found in many prisons. 
Think about that next time you 
stress over paying for your own 
kid’s college tuition. 

Most recently, Cuomo granted 
conditional clemency to tens of 
thousands of convicted New York 
state felons in order to restore 
their voting rights. He has now 
ordered state parole board offi-
cers to give “high priority atten-
tion” to registering ex-convicts 
to vote and has galvanized this 
policy through executive order. 

Cuomo’s new Parole Board 
appointees are now granting pa-
role to those convicted of the most 
heinous crimes and putting them 
back on the streets. In April, it 
was a cop killer who ambushed 
and killed two NYPD cops in 
Harlem decades ago. PBA Presi-

dent Pat Lynch says that slaying 
a cop is “the type of evil you don’t 
put aside.” 

In June, the Parole Board 
again granted parole to a killer 
who viciously machine-gunned 
down a 30-year-old Bronx assis-
tant district attorney years ago 
who was picking up coffee and 
donuts. And today under consid-
eration for parole is a mother who 
admitted to smothering three of 
her children, and possibly many 
others who died under suspicious 
circumstances while in her care.

In the absence of an infinite 
pot of money, politicians must 
prioritize limited resources and 
should focus on their constituent 
voters. Unfortunately, they have 
decided against the average “Joe” 
who is working each day to make 
ends meet. “Joe” has no time to 
be out in the street protesting the 
“outrage of the day.” 

Regrettably for “Joe,” with 
each protest du jour, more poli-
cies are engineered by New 
York’s elected officials who seem 
to show utter contempt for aver-
age folks like him.

Cuomo, de Blasio not helping the average ‘Joe’
COLUMNS

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#29837
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 CHEVY CRUZE
$8,500$7,995 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246923k miles, Stk#32703
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'13 HONDA CIVIC

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$14,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

DON’T MISS MAJOR WORLD
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DRAGON BOAT 2018

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The dragons are back! And 
New York City’s dog lovers must be 
thrilled that it’s the Year of the Dog. 

Each year since 1991, the Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival in New 
York reminds everyone that the 
legend is still alive and well. In an-
cient times, Chinese paddlers drove 
evil spirits away by splashing water 
with their oars.

This year, you can watch as 200-
plus dragon boat teams compris-
ing of about 2,500 competitors from 
around the world make calmer 
waves on Meadow Lake at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park during cham-
pionship races, as they compete for 
cash and prizes. 

That adrenaline-pumping ac-
tion happens when the 28th annual 
Dragon Boat Fest returns Saturday, 
Aug. 11, and Sunday, Aug. 12, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine.

It’s all about tradition.
Racing dragon boats, rowers feel 

that adrenaline rush when they 
plow their oars into the water to the 
rhythmic beat of the drum, allow-
ing the cadence to keep motivating 
them, while the drummer makes 
sure the tempo keeps everyone — all 
20 paddlers — rowing their 46-foot 
Chinese row boat in sync. Ask any 
team and they’ll tell you this sport 
is about getting into the spirit of the 
event and keeping that momentum 
going. 

It was a sight to see. Once again, 
those sleepy dragons were awak-
ened from their long snooze (and 
luckily, none were angry and fire-
breathing) during the traditional 
Dragon Boat Awakening Ceremony 
in Central Park, which took place 
July 18 in honor of this year’s eager-
ly anticipated festival.  

Media, invited guests, elected of-
ficials, VIPs, and sponsors looked 
on as Buddhist monks and tradi-
tional Chinese Shaolin Martial art-

ists performed, blessed and unveiled 
the stars of the event — the dragon 
boats. 

As dignitaries and invited guests 
dotted the eye of the dragon, folks 
must have been grateful that they 
were blessed with prosperity and 
good fortune.

The ceremony kicked off addi-
tional festivities set to take place at 
Meadow Lake, where spectators will 

be rooting for different teams racing 
dragon boats across the water.

So, don’t miss this exciting two-
day international, multicultural 
sporting and cultural event. Admis-
sion is free.

As always, you, your family and 
friends can also enjoy spectacular 
performances and cultural pro-
grams, along with the traditional 
opening parade and dragon dance. 

There’s also arts and crafts for the 
kids, as well as a food court. 

“The drum beat is a familiar 
sound of summer and part of the fab-
ric of the World’s Borough. It’s only 
in Queens, driving tourism and eco-
nomic activity in the most diverse 
place on the planet. This year will 
be no exception, with the festival 
growing bigger and better every 
year,” Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz said.

Here’s the true meaning behind 
the Year of the Dog, according to 
Chinese astrologer Laura Lau.

The Lunar New Year, also known 
as the Chinese New Year, ushered in 
the year of the Dog, as the year of 
the Rooster was gently pushed out. 

In a piece posted earlier this year 
on refinery29.com, Lau explains 
why the dog is special within the 
Chinese Zodiac. 

The Dog is a true companion (as 
everybody knows), associated with 
loyalty, honesty, intelligence, and a 
strong sense of right and wrong vs. 
the rooster, who may be demanding 
and a tad persnickety, according to 
Lau, who says, “Dogs are known to 
be swift and passionate believers in 
their own personal philosophy. The 
Dog does his best to protect high-
integrity people and support their 
cause.”

“The earth element makes this 
a gentler Dog than other elements,” 
says Lau. “This element encourages 
us to take a cooler-headed approach 
to problems, rather than letting our 
emotions flare up and get the better 
of our reasoning. With that in mind, 
our activist spirit may be tempered 
slightly, but we’ll have enough objec-
tivity to see where our efforts would 
be best directed.”

To attend the festival, take the 7 
train to Citi Field and transfer to the 
MTA Shuttle with your MetroCard 
or exact change, or pay for parking 
at CitiField and take the MTA shut-
tle, as parking is severely limited.

Dragon boats get their name from the figurehead on the bow.           Photo by Naeisha Rose

The Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival 
returns to Queens next weekend, Aug. 
11 and Aug. 12.   Photo by Bob Dea
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Before there can be a Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival, 
the sleeping beasts must be 
awakened. 

On the front of each of the 
long, canoe-like boats that 
take part in the festival, an 
elaborate dragon head is at-
tached. Those heads are put 
into storage at the end of each 
year’s event, and bringing 
them back out is its own cel-
ebration of tradition. 

To awaken the dragons, a 
Buddhist monk performs a 
ceremonial blessing that ends 
with him applying a splotch of 
red paint in the center of the 
dragon head’s eye. 

On July 18, Central Park 
was the site of the unveiling 
of the Dragon Boats for this 
year’s festival, which cele-
brates the Year of the Dog. 

During that ceremony, 
monks and Shaolin martial 
artists blessed each of the ves-
sels that will take to the water 
of Meadow Lake during the 
weekend’s festivities. 

Festival organizers lit in-

cense and used flowers dipped 
in water to sprinkle on the 
boats as an introduction cer-
emony. Buddhist monk Ming 
Yu says that the boats are 
presents and that they must 
represent strength and peace. 

As always, anticipation is 
running high for a spectacu-
lar event in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, with new 
festival events consisting of 
six new 10-person boats and 
several Special/Invitational 
Cup races planned. 

Some of the attractions 
taking place during the fes-
tival’s 28th anniversary 
include several new races 
alongside old favorites like 
the Hong Kong SAR 20th An-
niversary Invitational, the 
Hong Kong Family Invita-
tional, the Hong Kong Edu-
cational Invitational and the 
Municipal Invitational race 
featuring various teams from 
our elected officials, includ-
ing Mayor De Blasio, Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 

(D-Flushing) and State As-
semblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing), while other city 
government agencies — in-
cluding the NYPD, FDNY, 

DEP and Parks Department 
— were invited to field teams 
as well.

Located at the site of the 
World’s Fair next to the Uni-

sphere, the races act as a 
reminder that Queens is the 
most diverse place in the na-
tion, with a little bit of every 
country within.

WAKING UP THE 

DRAGON WITHIN

The awakening of the dragon ceremony was held in Central Park.   Photos by Bob Dea

Buddhist monks were on hand to bless and unveil the dragon boats.    
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Featuring Exciting Championship Dragon Boat Racing. 
PLUS Opening Parade, Dragon Dance, Food, Arts & Crafts, 
Cultural Programs & Performances.

For more information visit our website
  www.hkdbf-ny.org

08.11-12.2018
Sat & Sun • 9-5

Meadow Lake, Flushing Meadows
Corona Park, Queens, NY �
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Rain or Shine!
Free Admission

 Dragon Boat Festival in New York
The 28th Hong Kong 

presented by HSBC
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The story of how the 
dragon boat came into 
being is one that honors 
the struggles of a brave 
man whose fight against 
tyranny ended in death. 

Qu Yuan was a court 
minister for the King of 
Chu during the 3rd cen-
tury B.C. A confidante of 
the king, Yuan was able 
to lobby for reforms in 
his home state. But the 
story goes, as time went 
on, the king grew tired of 
Yuan’s politics and had 
the minister banished.

While Yuan was in 
exile, he wandered the 
countryside writing 
poetry that expressed 
his concerns about his 
homeland and its peo-
ple. In 278 B.C., after 
receiving word that his 
beloved Chu had been invaded, Yuan 
flung himself into the Ni Lo River and 
drowned. 

Local fishermen, who saw Yuan’s 
suicidal jump, raced in their boats 
to the spot where Yuan went under, 

but were too late to save him. To stop 
the fish from eating Yuan’s body, the 
fishermen tossed rice dumplings into 
the water as an offering to his heroic 
spirit.

Today, rice dumplings are still part 
of the menu at the Dragon Boat Festi-
val, which begins on the fifth day of 
the fifth lunar month each year. 

In the days before the races, Bud-
dhist monks bless each of the boats 
as they are brought out of storage and 
have their heads and tails re- attached. 
Finally, the boats are brought to life 

by having their eyes dotted with red 
paint. 

In Hong Kong, the fishermen from 
the outlying islands of Lantau, Lam-
ma and Cheung Chau continue the 
Dragon Boat rituals. After the final 
race, spectators and boaters spend the 
day watching street theater, Chinese 
dance performances and martial arts 
demonstrations. 

Here in Queens, the legend of Yuan 
is celebrated with the Aug. 11-12 event 
of food, entertainment and boat racing 
in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

The legend that 
inspires the boats

The dragon boat has a long history that dates back to the third century B.C.  Photos by Bob Dea

The Dragon Boat Festival tells the tale of Qu Yuan, a court 
minister for the King of Chu during the 3rd century B.C.  

136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400  |  WWW.NBNYC.COM
MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 7/31/2018. Early withdrawal penalty may apply. 

Is your bank too big for you?
Visit us at our neighborhood Bank located in the heart of Flushing since 1963.

Call Customer Service for our other attractive CD and Money Market Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 3.10%

3 Year Certifi cate of Deposit
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POWER BUY SALE

We bought it all to bring you unbeatable savings!

Save The Tax 1

FRI-SUN

SAVE UP TO 50%

1. Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid onthe sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price 
and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, some exclusions apply including Final Markdown and clearance 

items. Cannot be combined with any other offers. See store for complete details. Offer valid 8/03/18 –8/05/18 at participating locations only.

GOOD 

VALUE

BETTER 

VALUE

BEST

VALUE

Plush
13.5” Queen Mattress

SPECIAL PURCHASE • LIMITED QUANTITIES

 Was $1599 

$799 50% OFF
Only

SAVE $800

Queen Mattress
11.5” Pillow Top or 8” Firm  Was $549 

$38430 30% OFF

Only

SAVE $16470

YOUR CHOICE OF COMFORT

8” Queen Mattress  Was $497 

$397 20% OFF
Only

SAVE $100

COOLING PLUSH MEMORY FOAM

+ Save The Tax1

+ Save The Tax1
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ALL
BRANDS

ON
SALE

Nobody’s inventory is

BIGGER.
Nobody’s selection is

WIDER.
Nobody’s prices are

LOWER.

SAVE 
$50

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Firm Mattress

 Was $249 

NOW $199

SAVE 
$200

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Plush Mattress

 Was $899 

NOW $699

SAVE 
$300

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Firm Mattress

 Was $1799 

NOW $1499

SAVE 
$200

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Plush Mattress

 Was $1899 

NOW $1699

SAVE 
$50

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

 Was $799 

NOW $749

SAVE 
$200

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Firm Mattress

 Was $1299 

NOW $1099

Save The Tax 1

FRI-SUN
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ALL
BRANDS

ON
SALE

Nobody’s inventory is

BIGGER.
Nobody’s selection is

WIDER.
Nobody’s prices are

LOWER.

SAVE 
$50

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Firm Mattress

 Was $349 

NOW $299

SAVE 
$50

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Soft Mattress

 Was $750 

NOW $700

SAVE 
$300

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Plush Mattress

 Was $1699 

NOW $1399

SAVE 
$200

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Cushion Firm Mattress

 Was $2099 

NOW $1899

SAVE 
$100

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Plush Mattress

 Was $999 

NOW $899

SAVE 
$100

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

 Was $1199 

NOW $1099

Save The Tax 1

FRI-SUN
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Offer valid 
8/1/18-8/7/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in 
full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Down payment equal to sales tax and delivery required. Regular account terms 
apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 1.Save the Tax: Sale price of merchandise will be discounted 
and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid on previous 
purchases, some exclusions apply including Final Markdown and clearance items. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer valid 8/3/18-8/5/18 at participating locations only. See store for complete details. 2.Back to School Special: Offer valid 7/25/18-8/14/18. Save the Tax 
with your school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff identification card. Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the 
discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid on previous purchases; some exclusions apply including Final Markdown and clearance items. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Valid at 
participating locations only, see store for complete details. †120 Night Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you find the same or comparable mattress advertised by competitors recognized by us, whether online or in print, for less than 
your invoiced price within 120 days. Restrictions apply to our 120 Night Low Price Guarantee including select models, clearance merchandise, floor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. 
Merchandise offered for sale on auction sites (e.g., eBay, Craig’s List, etc.) is excluded. See store for complete details. ◊120 Night Sleep Trial: If you are not comfortable with your new mattress, you may exchange or return it. Our 120 Night Sleep Trial is valid for one return and/or one exchange 
per purchase, which must be done within 120 days of the delivery date of your original mattress. You may exchange your mattress once - consumer would be responsible for a redelivery fee. If you then still aren’t satisfied with your new mattress, you can return it - consumer would then 
be responsible for a return delivery fee, plus a restocking fee equal to 10% of your original mattress purchase price (not to exceed $250). See store for complete details. ‡Next or Same Day Delivery: We guarantee your new mattress will be delivered within the designated delivery window, 
or your delivery is free. Valid on in-stock and available products in local delivery areas. Must be purchased before delivery cut off time. Not applicable on all products. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$800. We invite you to ask about any individual 
prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not reflect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to 
correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, offers valid 8/1/18-8/7/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.3_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_4

You won’t fi nd a lower 
price on a comparable 
product from any of 
our competitors. But 
if you do, we’ll beat it 
by 10%.†

BACK TO SCHOOL
S P E C I A L

+$78
Mattresses starting at

Save The Tax 2

Use your school I.D. to

Save The Tax 1

FRI-SUN

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

SAVE 
$100

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

 Was $999 

NOW $899

SAVE 
$50

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Firm Mattress

 Was $799 

NOW $749

SAVE 
$200

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Plush Mattress

 Was $1299 

NOW $1099

SAVE 
$100

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Firm Mattress

 Was $597 

NOW $497

SAVE 
$100

+ Save The Tax1

Queen | Luxury Firm Mattress

 Was $999 

NOW $899

Minimum purchase of $2799 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 equal payments required. See store for details.

120 NIGHT
LOW PRICE 
GUARANTEE†

NEXT OR
SAME DAY
DELIVERY‡

120 NIGHT
SLEEP TRIAL◊
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Festival season is here 
again — New York City’s 28th 
Annual Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Fest, that is — so it’s time 
to crank up the music and 
check out some great live enter-
tainment at Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park next weekend.

While the 2,000-plus year-
old folk legend has evolved 
over the centuries, that brave 
Chinese poet who started it 
all hasn’t been forgotten and 
many symbolic traditions and 
foods are still celebrated and 
served, even today.

The spectacular event keeps 
getting better each year and 
festival organizers promise a 
brand new, must-see line-up 
of exciting, multi-cultural per-
formances, as well as special 
programs. They point out that 
while the food, music and fun 
are all central parts of what 
make this fest special, the real 

stars of the show are the adren-
aline-pumping races them-
selves, which will be split be-
tween 250-meter and 400-meter 
events.

Festival-goers can also look 
forward to an international 
food court and performers that 
run the gamut from storytell-
ers to jazz bands. 

This year’s free festivities 
will kick off an entire weekend 
of good times, starting on Aug. 
11 with the Chinese Music En-
semble of New York, followed 
by a colorful Dragon Dance, as 
well as a rockin’ show by the 
Echo Music Jam Band.Before 
the festival draws to a close 
Sunday, you can catch more 
performances by the Ameri-
can Bolero Dance Co. and the 
NY Shaolin Temple Kung Fu 
Association, among others. 

There are more shows to 
enjoy in between. The younger 
set shouldn’t miss storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk at the arts and 

crafts tent by a tree (both days). 
Here are some highlights:

The Echo Music Jam Band 

The Echo Music Jam Band 
is a collaboration between 
musicians in the Echo music 
scene and talented local sing-
ers that together, showcase the 
best of pop, rock, alternative, 
and metal music.

Their audiences are always 
captivated and on their feet, 
never knowing who or what 
they can expect to hear. Since 
forming, the band believes in 
helping people discover and 
share the talent they have 
within them, as well as mak-
ing sure everyone is having a 
good time.  

Dance China NY

Performing a vast and dy-
namic range of Chinese dance 
and Beijing opera styles, 

Dance China NY transports 
audiences to a world of color-
ful myths, historical drama, 
and timeless beauty. Their 
repertoire of traditional and 
contemporary folk and classi-
cal dances weaves a vibrant 
vision of China’s ancient in-
digenous folk cultures across 
varied terrains of time and re-
gion – legend and reality. 

They evoke the haunting 
beauty and melancholy of im-
perial courtesans, recreate 
the rousing carnival rhythms 
of a harvest festival and con-
jure up the dramatic beating of 
drums and clashing of swords 
on a distant battlefield. Danc-
ers include internationally-
renowned artists from perfor-
mance stages and academies 
throughout mainland China, 
Taiwan and the U.S.

Valerie Green/
Dance Entropy 

Immeasurable/Measur-
able is a jaunty hour of dance, 
offering work inspired by its 
surroundings and The Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival, 
according to artistic direc-
tor Valerie Green. The pro-
gram promises to delight 
and surprise you.

The audience’s participa-
tion will go beyond observa-
tion, as Green guides folks 
to interact with the work 
by describing impressions 
and festival fun facts, all of 
which will be incorporated 
into the piece through danc-
ers’ improvisation.

Intersecting mortal and 
transcendent, sensual and 
sophisticated, visceral and 
self-aware, VG/DE invites the 
artist, the audience—the hu-
man—into a compelling physi-
cal experience.

See the full schedule at 
www.hkdbf-ny.org. 

Don’t miss out on music, dance and more
There will be plenty of entertainment options available for patrons at the Dragon Boat Festival this year. With planned events, including music, dance and martial arts, guests will be able 
to squeeze a lot of fun into the the festival’s two-day run in Queens.
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SATURDAY, AUG. 11
10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. — Chinese 
Music Ensemble of New York: 
In this performance a smaller 
ensemble plays a selection of 
their repertoire, complete with 
drums and cymbals. Featured will 
be some of the younger members 
in traditional costume and solo 
performances.

11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — Marines 
Martial Arts team: There will be 
a brief demonstration on the main 
stage by the Marine Judo Team 
of  the Marine Corps Martial Arts 
Program, which consists of a belt 
ranking system that begins at Tan 
Belt and progresses up to sixth-
degree black belt.

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. — 
Opening Ceremonies: Opening 
Ceremonies with invited 
dignitaries, Dragon Dancing Team/
Percussions, Wakening of the 
Dragon, Team Parade

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. — Echo 

Music Jam Band: The Echo Music 
Jam Band is a collaboration 
between musicians in the Echo 
music scene and talented local 
singers that together, showcase 
the best of pop, rock, alternative, 
and metal music.

1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. — Dance 
China NY-New York Chinese 
Cultural Center: Performing 
a vast and dynamic range of 
Chinese dance and Beijing opera 
styles, Dance China NY transports 
audiences to a world of colorful 
myths, historical drama, and 
timeless beauty.

2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. — Valerie 
Green/Dance Entropy: Valerie 
Green/Dance Entropy will perform 
“Wild Kingdom,” a vibrant, fun-
fi lled dance. The company will 
present three works — Dandia, 
Chiquita Chiquita, and Wild 
Kingdom — that will all stimulate 
crowd pleasers, and get audience 
members dancing and laughing.

3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. — NY 

Shaolin Temple Kung Fu 
Association: Led by Master 
Chaohai Lan, the Shaolin Masters 
will perform martial arts in the 
tradition of the Shaolin Temple.

SUNDAY, AUG. 13
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — 
Marines Martial Arts team 
(Judo): There will be a brief 
demonstration on the main 
stage by the Marine Judo Team 
of  the Marine Corps Martial Arts 
Program, which consists of a 
belt ranking system that begins 
at Tan Belt and progresses up to 
sixth-degree black belt.

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
— Mariachi Aguila y Plata: 
Mariachi Aguila Y Plata aims to 
leave guests with an experience 
of a lifetime. There’s nothing 
better than having an amazing 
time with friends and family 
with a refreshing homemade 
margarita, tequila shots and 
outstanding live mariachi music.

12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. — 
CASYM Steel Orchestra: An 
ensemble from the larger group 
of 90 members between ages of 
7 - 21, bringing the sounds of the 
Islands. 

1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. — 
Gong Music Culture and 
Entertainment: Gong Music 
provides a dynamic platform for 
Chinese musical performance 
and education with the goal of 
promoting Chinese traditional 
music and developing modern 
elements in folk music.

2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. — 
American Bolero Dance 
Company: Directed and 
choreographed by Gabriela 
Granados, this production 
features a variety of flamenco, 
Spanish classical and folkloric 
dance and music.

3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. — NY 
Shaolin Temple Kung Fu 
Association: Led by Master 
Chaohai Lan, the Shaolin 
Masters will perform martial 
arts in the tradition of the 
Shaolin Temple.

Dance China NY wil perform at the festival Saturday, Aug. 11, at 1:30 p.m.  
Courtesy of Nico Li

Schedule of events
DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 2018

IN COLLABORATION WITH THE
TAIWAN CULTURAL CENTER

Queens Fencing Club
EQUIPMENT RENTALS

AND LESSONS AVAILABLE

CONTACT MICHAEL YEN (917) 302-1193
Email: queensfencingclubllc@gmail.com | queensfencingclub.com

Flushing - Taiwan Center
134-44 Northern Blvd,

Flushing, NY 11354

5 minute walk from 7 Train and
LIRR Flushing-Main Street Station

Hours: Friday 4-7pm

Bayside - Wenyi Academy
4558 Bell Blvd 2nd Fl

Bayside, NY 11361

5 minute walk from
LIRR Bayside Station

Hours: 
Tuesday 6-10pm | Friday 6-10pm

 Saturday 6-10pm | Sundays 3-7pm

Forest Hills -
Bnos Malka Academy

71-02 113th St
Forest Hills, NY 11375

5 minute walk from
Forest Hills-71 Ave Subway 

(E,F,M,R) and LIRR Forest Hills

Hours: 
Monday 5:30-8:30pm | Wednesday 5:30-

8:30pm | Thursday 5:30-8:30pm
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L & M Tours 

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.netReceive a Free Bus Trip after completing a 9-Day or more cruise

Bus Charters

Cruise Destinations

Incredible
ACROBATS OF CHINA

Sunday,
November 4, 2018

$119, $99 & $89
$79 & $59

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Hundreds of Trip Possibilities

We have 56-seat motorcoaches & 24-seat mini 
buses available for your transportation needs.

Bus Tours - Day & Multi-Day

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

CHINA
WONDERS

12 Days/10 Nights

May 3–14, 2019 | $2899  $3429
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BY MERLE EXIT

The 28th Annual Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival will 
certainly give attendees some-
thing to feast upon, as a variety 
of cuisines will be offered.

This is Ying Yen’s first year 
as Program Director, busily 
setting up the information for 
Aug. 11 and 12.   

Patricia Segarra is in 
charge of the marketing for Se-
garra Group, who run the only 
public restaurant, Chiflez, fea-
tured at this event. The Car-
los Segarra food stand will be 
serving Latin American food 
with a fusion of Ecuadorian, 
Peruvian and Colombian cui-
sine. This Jackson Heights eat-
ery will bring in their grilled 
meats and shish kebab.  

Chuzos, for instance, are 
one type of kabob, made 
with onions and peppers and 
a chimichurri dressing of 
parsley, coriander, oil, and 
other ingredients. The slices 
of beef and chicken will be 
grilled and a potato placed at 
the end of the chuzo. We can 
also expect sweet corn, moz-
zarepa, a patty with mozza-

rella cheese and Horchata, 
a traditional Ecuadorian 
herbal tea. 

Food trucks are on hand 
to provide a myriad of cook-
ery. Paris on Wheels, new 
this year, presents French/
American fusion to include, 
sandwiches, truffle fries and 
braised pulled beef short ribs. 
You might want to try the Waf-
fle Baffle: braised short ribs 
piled over waffle fries and fin-
ished with espelette & srirachi 
aioli, truffle creme freiche and 
a four cheese blend.

K-BBQ Kong Bab, another 
food truck new this year, of-
fers Korean fare. “We serve 
‘Bulgogi-marinated rib eye’, 
‘Chicken-marinated Korean 
teriyaki’, and ‘Tofu-marinated 
Korean teriyaki’ over rice. 
Every meals comes with ‘Kim-
chi-fermented hot cabbage’ 
and ‘salad with our special 
sweet and sour sauce ’ on the 
side,” said owner Andy Kim. 
“All of the food is homemade, 
including the kimchi. More-
over, food is all ‘Gluten Free’, 
‘Dairy Free’, ‘Nut Free’, and 
‘MSG Free’.” Vegetarian and 
vegan is also available. 

Encore, another vendor 
of Chinese cuisine, will offer 
pan fried noodles with cha 

siu, soy sauce chicken drum 
sticks, pork belly bao and 
bottled water.  

TMI Trading Corp, an 
Asian food manufacturer 
first specialized in noodles. 
Now they have a long line 
of foods that include some 
unique Chinese, Thai and 
Korean products.  

Two vendors are providing 
some samplings: Golden For-
tune Import and Export Corp; 
and PepsiCo Inc.  

Expect long lines at Bay-
side Lemonade. Owner Tom 
O’Neill talked about why the 
lemonade is so popular. “We 
start with a special lemonade 
mix that comes from a com-
pany that makes Italian lemon 
ices. Shaken up with ice, the 
lemonade then gets a spritz of 
fresh lemon juice.”  

Tbaar will feature fruit 
smoothies and steamed dump-
lings. This company gets items 
directly from Taiwan and uses 
premium Earl Grey, Jasmine 
Green Tea and roasted oolong 
tea.  Most popular smoothie is 
Mango & Orange with chunks 
of fresh fruit. 

Ice Delights offers shaved 
ice by Long Island owners 
Mark and Kelli Shea. Choose 
from a variety of flavors.  

The food, music and fun 
are all central parts of what 
make the Dragon Boat Festi-
val special, but the real stars 
of the show are the races 
themselves.

Starting at 8 a.m. Satur-
day, when the first group of 
six boats take to the water, 
until Sunday at 5 p.m., when 
the last racers speed across 
Meadow Lake, hundreds of 
teams will compete in a total 
of 85 races — 45 on Saturday 
and 40 on Sunday.

Races will be split be-
tween 250-meter and 400-me-
ter events.

With a record number of 
teams involving more than 
2,500 participants competing 
from across the United States 
and Canada, this year’s festi-
val is expected to be notable 
in its scale and fierce compe-
tition. From teams represent-
ing such companies as  HSBC, 
Con Edison, Macy’s, Flushing 
Bank and Verizon  to groups 

racing in support of charita-
ble organizations, there will 
a range of participants out 
on the water that promises 
to match the diversity of the 
spectators.

Races will start up at 
approximately 10-minute 
intervals throughout both 
days, with a recess of a little 
over an hour at 12:15 p.m. 
Saturday and 11:10 a.m. 
Sunday to give race fans a 
chance to sample all of the 
other options the festival 
has to offer.

Festival events that have 
been added this year include 
two new 10-person boats and 
several Special/Invitational 
Cup races. Special races in-
clude the Hong Kong Family 
Invitational, the Hong Kong 
Business Invitational, the 
Health Care Invitational, a 
Senior’s Invitational, Wom-
en’s Invitational, Media 
Challenge and the Educa-
tional Invitational. 

This year’s Corporate In-
vitational looks to be a good 
one, with 10 corporate teams 
racing for their companies. 
The much anticipated Char-
ity race goes off this year 
with $12,500 in the kitty to 
be split among the competi-
tors’ designated charities. 

The U.S. Dragon Boat 
Open Championship finals 
will be held on both days of 
the weekend, with the teams 
competing for their share of 
prizes. The races will take 
place rain or shine.

So while the internation-
al food court, booths staffed 
by sponsors of the event and 
performers that run from 
storytellers to jazz bands are 
all sure to keep festival-go-
ers entertained, don’t forget 
to get an up-close look at the 
inspirations for the festival 
— the dragon boats them-
selves.

See the full schedule at 
www.hkdbf-ny.org

More than 2,500 participants
will compete in Dragon Boat races

Festival’s menu fi lled with tasty options

Teams will hit the water and compete for prizes, including eight round trip 
tickets to Hong Kong.    Photo by Christina Santucci

A container of food is dished at a previous festival.  
 Photo by Christina Santucci
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Forest Hills — 71-15 Austin Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375   Garden City — 2131 Jericho Turnpike, Garden City Park, NY 11040 
Mineola — 80 East Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, NY  11501

Please cal l  a Lending Representat ive at  516.548.8521

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look first to Hanover  
Community Bank. With competitive rates, dedicated staff and  
service that puts your needs first, Hanover makes home financing 
 
 

fast, easy and stress-free. Enjoy flexible mortgage options for loans 
of various sizes on 1-4 family homes,  investment properties, condos 
or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable costs, it’s everything 
you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. That’s 
Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

NEW AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM!

� UP TO 95%  
FINANCING � LOW-TO-MODERATE 

INCOME FAMILIES

� FIRST & REPEAT  
HOME BUYERS � COMPETITIVE  

INTEREST RATE

Equal Opportunity Lender. All applications are subject to the Bank’s  normal underwriting and credit approval process.

C O M E  HO M E  TO  A  G R E AT  M O RTG A G E .

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL LENDING                                                                 NMLS ID# 764648
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Visit one of our convenient Queens locations today.

31-16 30th Ave
Astoria, NY 11102

718.721.7878

42-11 Bell Blvd
Bayside, NY 11361

718.224.8219

61-14 Springfield Blvd
Bayside, NY 11364

718.631.2200

147-42 Northern Blvd
Flushing, NY 11354

718.512.2929

164-20 Northern Blvd
Flushing, NY 11358

718.961.7400

136-41Roosevelt Ave
Flushing, NY 11354

718.445.3555

44-43 Kissena Blvd
Flushing, NY 11355

718.463.9244

107-11 Continental Ave
Forest Hills, NY 11375

718.793.0406

Since 1929, Flushing Bank has been dedicated to supporting and serving the individuals, 
families, professionals, and businesses in our local communities.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you. 
Large enough to help you.®

For more information, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit 
www.FlushingBank.com.

Flushing Bank is a proud supporter of the 2018 Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival 
in New York.
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/03/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

$12,500BUY 
FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M41946
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP PATRIOT
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#33411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHRYSLER T&C
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA

’S END-OF-SUMMER DEALS!
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Walk this Way
QueensWay tour offers view
of past, glimpse into future

“Wildman’” Steve Brill, who grew up in Kew Gardens, is something of a folk figure in New York after years of leading tours that have taught people that much of what grows in city parks 
is actually edible or has medicinal value.  Photos by Michael Shain

Ann Green, of the Friends of QueensWay, explains to the 25 or so people who signed up 
for the “Wildman” Steve Brill field trip what the proposed 3.5-mile linear park through the 
heart of Queens could look like.  

Under the bridge on Forest Park Drive is the long-abandoned railroad tracks that used to 
run from Rego Park practically to Howard Beach. Several civic groups are pushing the city 
to create a new park here, similiar to Manhattan’s Highline. 

A hiker steals a moment away 
from the group to take in the 
natural beauty of Forest Park.
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QUEENS
AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Do you know an immigrant in Queens
who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our third Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

Name of nominee: ______________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: _________________Phone: _________________ Email: ______________________

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in October 2018. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.
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Heart of Heart of 
CoronaCorona

Under the elevated tracks of the No. 7 train at the 103rd Street stop, foot traffic along 
the sidewalk next to Corona Plaza is picking up again.  Photos by Michael Shain

Tacos of every variety — meat and vegetable — are back on the plaza. Order on the right, 
pick up on the left.

After being closed for renovations for more than a year, bustling Corona Plaza at 
Roosevelt Avenue and National Street reopens with a day-long festival — dubbed 
Coronate — of Spanish music and dance.

Roseangel Conde sings a tradition-
al folk song in Quechua, the native 
language — before Spanish — of the 
people of Peru, Colombia, Ecuador 
and Chile.

Renovated plaza reopens with a bang
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Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

(From l. - r.) Catholic War Veterans members Paul Dean, 
Peter Weidner, Pat Longo, Joseph Tropani and Joseph 
Brostek dedicated a new plaque to Corporal William A. 
Leonard on the 100th anniversary of his death. 

Courtesy of Catholic War Veterans

The head of the famed Liverpool Football club, Peter Moore 
(c), brings in several retired players to run a soccer clinic in 
College Point strictly for Queens kids who are part of the 
FDNY’s soccer program.  Twitter

The highly competitive “King of the Courts” handball 
tournament crowns a new champion, Timothy “Timbo” 
Gonzales (far l.), in St. Albans. Timbo, who is sponsored by 
Red Bull, is probably the best-known player in the city. 

Photo by Luis Zapata

Bertine Lafayette and City Councilman Daniel Dromm (l., holding twine) unveil Ivan Lafayette Way on the northwest cor-
ner of 92nd Street and 34th Avenue in Jackson Heights. They are joined by members of the Lafayette family and a host of 
elected officials, including state Assemblymen Michael DenDekker and Jeffrion Aubry, and state Sens. Jose Peralta and 
Toby Ann Stavisky. Courtesy of Dromm’s office

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s mother, Matilda Cuomo (r.), visits the Bayside Senior Center with state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (l.)  to 
talk about Mentoring USA, the nonprofit Mrs. Cuomo founded.                   Courtesy of Stavisky’s office

The groundbreaking TV show “Video Music Box” launched the 
careers of  hip-hop artists like Nas, Jay-Z and Wu-Tang Clan. 
Now to mark its 35th anniversary, the show’s creator Ralph 
McDaniels (l.), is honored by Borough President Melinda Katz.  
               Courtesy of Katz’s office



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 3–9, 2018 49  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@
sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE 
CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY 
(631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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LATE

A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 
Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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Rising comedian from Queens receives special award 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Okay, it may sound corny and cli-
chéd, but laughter is the best medi-
cine, especially in these increasingly 
strange and politically divided, Twit-
ter-obsessed times.

It’s a known fact that laughing out 
loud — like when you’re at a comedy 
show or watching your favorite sit-
com — is great for your health. No 
kidding. And did you know that a good 
belly laugh creates positive physical 
changes in your body and brain?

In fact, laughter makes you hap-
pier and acts like a natural anti-de-
pressant, increasing dopamine levels 
in the brain; it helps people connect 

more positively to each other; im-
proves marriages, and so much more. 
And folks who laugh often are consid-
ered sexier by others.

So, if watching a really funny com-
edy act or sitcom is akin to therapy, 
maybe comedians should be called 
“laugh therapists?”

From his still active career in 
stand-up, performing locally and 
across the United States, to landing 
a recurring role as loveable Mott on 
CBS’ recently cancelled “Kevin Can 
Wait,” where he starred opposite Kev-
in James and Leah Remini, you can 
say that 6’6” actor/comedian — and 
“laugh therapist” — Chris Roach, has 
in his own way, made other people’s 

lives happier, eliciting a healthy dose 
of laughs from his stage and TV au-
diences during his wide-ranging ca-
reer. He may have even unknowingly 
contributed to the betterment of their 
overall health.

The Queens native and long-
time Long Island resident, who calls 
Ronkonkoma home, has brought his 
unique and self-deprecating sense 
of humor to some of the biggest and 
well-known stages, including as The 
Borgata in Atlantic City, as well as ap-
pearing in numerous episodes of both 
comedies and dramas.

This rising star has been bringing 
side-splitting comedy to the masses 
since first appearing in film and tele-

vision. From Comedy Central to “The 
Michael J. Fox Show,” “Limitless,” 
The Onion Sports Network, and a re-
curring role as Rodney the loveable 
mental patient on ABC’s “One Life to 
Live,” he has used jokes and humor as 
“healing tools,” and one can only as-
sume that his comedy continues to el-
evate his audiences’ dopamine levels.

As a beloved member of his Long 
Island community, the entertainer 
was recently recognized for his tal-
ents and work with a “Rising Star” 
award at the 21st Annual Long Island 
International Film Expo (LIIFE) by 
The Long Island Film/TV Founda-
tion at Bellmore Movies.

Comedian and actor Chris Roach, a 
Queens native, was honored with 
“Rising Star” Award at the 21st 
Annual Long Island International 
Film Expo.
Photo by John Blenn

A million 
laughs

Continued on Page 55
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BY MERLE EXIT

Metta Kaskel shares 
her experience of be-
ing back home in her 
Thailand kitchen as you 
become part of her new 
family. That’s the vibe 
you get at Thai Rock, lo-
cated at 375 Beach 92nd 
St. in Rockaway Beach. 

The menu features 
Kaskel’s recipes while 
her sister, Karog, is the 
head chef. Metta’s hus-
band Robert runs the 
rest of the business. 

Thai art decorates the 
walls of this rustic look-
ing eatery. Dark wood 
teak furniture is bright-
ened by the lighting, just 
enough to see your food 
and dining partners dur-
ing the dinner hours. 
Warmer weather allows 
you to take advantage of 
dining on the deck, as it 
lends a romantic sunset 
view on Jamaica Bay and 
nearby Cross Bay Veter-
an Memorial Bridge. 

Having opened in 2011, 
Thai Rock went through 
many renovations after 
Hurricane Sandy, which 

led to a spot on the tele-
vision program “Res-
taurant Redemptions” 
in 2015. Its new deck in-
cludes enough tables to 
dine outside and a sepa-
rate bar from the indoor 
dining.  

The restaurant fea-
tures the opportunity 
for people to rent jet 
skis, kayaks and paddle 
boards that include 
tours. Weekends bring a 
music-filled atmosphere, 
with various bands rang-
ing from blues and jazz to 
pop and a bit of country.

But the success of a 
restaurant could not be 
achieved if it weren’t for 
the food.   

“Kin Lenn” is Thai 
for appetizers and there 
were certainly enough 
to choose from. I had 
already sampled and 
enjoyed the Thai dump-
lings featured at the 
Queens Food Festival, 
where these crepes are 
filled with peanuts and 
turnip.  

With a love for chick-
en wings, I delved into 
one of the most delicious 

tasting and addictive ap-
petizers, covered with 
white sesame seeds. I’m 
sorry that I had to share 
them.  Everyone else ap-
plauded me for doing so. 
Don’t waste the lettuce 
that it rests on. Fold and 
indulge.   

The mango salad, con-
sisting of julienne man-
go, red onions, pineapple, 
scallions, cashews, to-
mato and green apple in 
a fresh chili, garlic and 

lime dressing was quite 
refreshing and there was 
just enough chili spice to 
hit the palate.  

Having other people 
with me is great, as I was 
able to taste the Roti and 
Massaman Curry fried 
bread with massaman 
curry dipping sauce. I 
checked another part of 
the menu that features 
curry dishes and the 
massaman is described 
as having potato, red 

onion, peanuts and bay 
leaves in a dried chili co-
conut sauce. It was mild-
er than I expected and 
wondered if they sold a 
pint of it “to go.”  

Although the menu 
seems vast and difficult 
to choose from, the “to 
go” menu might be easi-
er to explore the entrees, 
as one heading reads, 
“Curry, Noodles, Fried 
Rice and Saute.” Choose 
from chicken, pork, tofu, 

veggies or vegetarian 
duck, for instance, at a 
price of $15 and continue 
with the lists of ingredi-
ents. The higher end of 
the $30 price will get you 
scallops, half a roasted 
duck or a seafood combi-
nation.  f you see a chili 
pepper insignia it warns, 
“Beware, Thai Curries 
are Spicy!” 

Instead of my usual 
Pad Thai, I opted for a 
chicken Pad See-Ew of 
stir fried wide rice noo-
dles with broccoli, Chi-
nese broccoli in a dark 
sweet soy sauce (mild 
and no chili). 

My friend went for a 
shrimp saute of pad pink 
khing, which had string 
beans, ground peanuts 
and kaffir lime leaf in 
a dried chili sauce and 
served with jasmine rice. 
He loved it but it was too 
hot for me.    

My friend’s 11-year-
old son, Alex, opted for 
the chicken nuggets over 
the Thai Rock Potato 
Fries as an app. The nug-
gets certainly did not 

Experience a taste of Thailand at this Rockaway Beach restaurant

Thai Rock is known for its crepe dumplings filled with peanuts and turnip.    
 Photo by Merle Exit

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

Continued on Page 54
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Answers in Sports

FILM

Movies Night from Across 
Golden Pond: Justice 
League — Fueled by his 
restored faith in humanity 
and inspired by Superman’s 
selfless act, Bruce Wayne 
enlists the help of his 
newfound ally, Diana 
Prince, to face an even 
greater enemy.
When: Friday, Aug. 3, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Golden Pond
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Movies Under the Stars: 
Coco — A boy journeys into 
the Land of the Dead to 
seek forgiveness from his 
ancestors and lift a curse.
When: Saturday, Aug. 4, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Paul Raimonda 
Playground
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Beauty and the Beast — 
“Beauty and the Beast” is 
the fantastic journey of 
Belle, a bright, beautiful 
and independent young 
woman who is taken 
prisoner by a beast in his 
castle. Despite her fears, 
she befriends the castle’s 
enchanted staff and 
learns to look beyond the 
Beast’s hideous exterior 
and realize the kind heart 
and soul of the true prince 
within.
When: Monday, Aug. 6, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Movies Under the Stars: 
Black Panther — A 
superhero known as Black 
Panther defends Wakanda, 

a technologically advanced 
country in Africa that has 
hidden itself away from the 
rest of the world. Now, he 
must face a dissident who 
wants to sell the country’s 
natural resources to fund 
an uprising.
When: Monday, Aug. 6, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Cunningham Park
Cost: Free

2018 Movies On The 
Waterfront Series: ET 
the Extra-Terrestrial — A 
troubled child summons 
the courage to help a 
friendly alien escape Earth 
and return to his home 
world.
When: Monday, Aug. 6, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park Lawn in 
Astoria Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, check 

TimesLedger’s website at WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM/SECTIONS/CALENDAR

Continued on Page 54

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck46464646464666 1-1-1-1111199999 9 9 9 MaMaMaMaMaMaMararararararararathththththththononononononon PPPP P P PPkwkwkwkwkwkwkwkwyy.y.y.y.y.y.yyyyyy ,,,, , ,,,,, LiLiLiLiLiLittttttttttttttttlelelelelelelel NNN N N NNecececececkkkkkkk
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

No substitutions  
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$895

10% OFF
DINNER

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

August 3-9, 2018

By Bill Deasy

All Knotted Up
Across
1. Pricing word
5. Hidden hoard
10. Breadth
14. Auditioner's goal
15. Leered at
16. Study (with "over")
17. Weight of 
obligation
18. String
20. Word before off 
or out
21. Salsa style
22. Company 
member?
23. Kvetch
25. Lose energy
27. Comprehending
29. Winter spell
33. Classic violin
34. Like a luxury car
35. ___ for Africa 
("We Are the World" 
group)
36. Boston 
musicians?
37. Miss Muffet 
edible
38. Brouhaha
39. "Am ___ 
believe... ?"
40. Nomadic Finns
(raindeer raisers)
41. Couch potatoes'
perches
42. Washington's 
were famous
44. Calm or tranquil
45. Sweeten the pot
46. Queen of gossip

47. Outstanding
50. " _____ 
Misbehavin'"
51. Bar account
54. Where knors are 
found?
57. Unsullied
58. A flat or C
59. Shopping frenzy
60. Rainfall-
challenged?
61. ___ dunk
62. Basketball tactic
63. Soothing brews

Down
1. Piccadilly Circus 
figure
2. Topnotch
3. Rope
4. "___ So Shy" 
(Pointer Sisters hit)

5. Managing
6. Deft
7. Wearing
8. Queen of the coop
9. It's Tokyo now
10. Livens (up)
11. A meter reader
12. Mobil rival
13. At no time, to 
a bard
19. Wagon type
21. Like Dr. Evil's clone
24. Google results
25. Dietitian's forte
26. Third Pillar of 
Islam topic
27. Palatable.
28. Act in a soap?
29. Marine body
30. Thread
31. Vietnamese, for 
example

32. Dissect a sentence
34. Mumbai money
37. Schlep
38. Copier setting, 
perhaps
40. Airbags?
41. E-mail status
43. Type of bicycle
44. Has a funny feeling
46. "Jeepers!"
47. Admits, with "up"
48. Moth's meal
49. A wee bit
50. A lot, at times?
52. Carmen solo
53. Bunk and four-
poster
55. Cook's amt.
56. 0% ___
57. A way to stand

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

TURDUCKEN
T A T A S N E S T S D E G
A P A T H O N C E A U T E
R O L L E D R O A S T C A T
E S C A P E S R S S K I T

S A N K F I R E F L Y
D O C T R I N E E U R O
O R O D E E D B R O T H
G E L S R E I N S A T I E
S O D A S T E T S E R R

T R A M S T R A N D E D
S L U G G E R S I R E
P O R E T A B P A T A K I
A R K C H I C K E N F E E D
N N E H O N D A A U R A L
K A Y E D S E L C L O N E

EVENTS

Ready New York: 10th 
Annual Kids Fun Day — 
New York City Emergency 
Management staff and/or 
volunteers will hand out 
preparedness publications 
and materials at a public 
fair. Publications are 
chosen to match audience 
and seasonal needs. 
Guests may also engage 
these knowledgeable 
individuals one-on-one for 
addition information on 
how to prepare themselves 
and their loved ones for 
emergencies here in New 
York City. To learn more, 
visit NYC.gov/readyny.
When: Friday, Aug. 3, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Crescent Street and 
23rd Avenue
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 422-4800

Tie Dye Event — Stop by 
for an afternoon of tie dye 
with the Kids in Motion 
staff. Bring an article of 
clothing for the tie dye 
activity. All other supplies 
will be provided.
When: Friday, Aug. 3, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Juniper Valley Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Arts Culture Fun: 
Queensboro Dance 
Festival — Join us for the 
Queensboro Dance Festival, 
an annual six-month tour 
of performances and 
community dance activities 
featuring dance companies 
all from Queens.
When: Saturday, Aug. 4, 
from 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 263-1163

Hands On History: Games 
Day — Stop by King Manor 
for fun and games on the 
grounds. Try your hand at 
toys children would have 
played with more than 200 
years ago, and learn all the 
ways they kept themselves 
busy without modern 
technology. Then visit the 
rest of the museum and 
learn about Rufus King - 
Founding Father and early 
voice in the anti-slavery 
movement.
When: Saturday, Aug. 4, 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: King Manor 
Museum
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545

Think Tank Hidden Gems 
— Ever wonder what makes 
a ruby red or a diamond 
crystal clear? Come 
experiment with minerals 
from glittering gemstones to 
shining metals. Watch things 
bubble, pop, move, and 

fi zz, change, spread, grow 
and twist. At the end of the 
program you can pick out 
a gemstone to take home 
with you. Limited to eight 
participants ages 7 to 10.
When: Saturday, Aug. 4, 
from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center
Cost: $24; $18 for members
Contact: (718) 229-4000

Queens Library’s 4th 
Annual Battle of the 
Bands Concert — The 
winners of Queens 
Library’s 4th Annual Battle 
of the Bands showcase 
their talent.
When: Saturday, Aug. 4, 
from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Summer 2018 Katz 
Concert Series Featuring 
Alive N’ Kickin — Cover 
Band Alive N’ Kickin will be 
performing hits from the 
1960s through today. Bring 
a chair or blanket and 
enjoy the show.
When: Sunday, Aug. 5, from 
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 286-3000

A Morning of Music with 
Darlene Graham — Darlene 
Graham performs her upbeat 
songs with instruments, 
drums, parachutes, bubbles, 

and more. Bring a lawn chair 
or blanket.
When: Tuesday, Aug. 7, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Mad Science: The 
Summertime Rocket Show 
— Take to the skies as the 
introduction to rocketry 
explains how and why rockets 
fl y. You’ll witness real model 
rocket launches that soar 
several hundreds of feet into 
the air and deploy parachutes 

for their return. 
When: Tuesday, Aug. 7, 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

National Night Out Against 
Crime — Barbecue and 
festivities to celebrate 
community and police 
coming together for National 
Night Out Against Crime.
When: Tuesday, Aug. 7, 
from 12 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Rockaway Beach 

and Boardwalk
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 868-3441

Jazz at Socrates: Hot 
Lips Joey Morant — Joey 
Morant’s August ode to 
Louis Armstrong has fast 
become a tradition at Jazz 
at Socrates, returning now 
for its third edition. 
When: Thursday, Aug. 9, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Continued from Page 53 

Arts

taste like the fast food 
ilk and came with broc-
coli and carrots as well. 
As an entrée, shrimp pad 
mee caught his eye hav-
ing stir-fried angel hair 
noodles, and more broc-
coli and carrots. That’s 
not to say that he didn’t 
waste time in tasting ev-
eryone else’s dish.  

I had glanced over to 
the abutting table to view 
what will be my next ad-
venture when I return. 
Ped and pla features a 
half duck with a choice 
of sauces that include 
mango salad. I inquired 
as to the liking and was 
told that the duck comes 
out juicy and with a deli-
ciously crispy skin. Now 
that, with the mango 
salad, would be a perfect 
combination for me.  

The dessert menu 
looked quite appealing, 
including a homemade 

Thai custard with taro 
or pumpkin and coco-
nut accompanied with 
sweet sticky rice; ba-
nana and cream cheese 
wrapped and deep fried 
drizzled with honey and 
topped with whipped 
cream; and roti, a thin 
fried bread rolled with 
sweetened condensed 
milk and sugar and 
sliced.  

It is important to keep 
in mind that everything 
is served fresh to order. 
That means that pa-
tience will pay off when 
your taste buds finally 
get rewarded.  

Thai Rock is open ev-
ery day from 12 p.m. until 
10 p.m. during the week 
and 11 p.m. on weekends. 
For reservations, call 
(718) 945-5111.

Continued from Page 52 

The mango salad is a hot item on the menu. 
 Photo by Merle Exit

A Taste of Thailand
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Following “Kevin Can Wait,” 
Roach has remained in the spot-
light, appearing on United Sta-
tions Radio, SiriusXM with Jim 
Breuer and his fellow castmates, 
as well as several media outlets, 
where he has talked about his 
stint as a NYPD officer and ev-
erything from his love for hock-
ey to the trials and tribulations 
of being very tall and how he got 
his big break.

“I lived in Glen Oaks until I 
was almost seven. I have a lot of 
very special memories,” Roach 
said. “There were a few moments 
where I was able to make my par-
ents laugh when they were about 
to smack me for aggravating 
them. Being funny can come in 
handy at times.

“We used to live right behind 
Mays on Union Turnpike. I re-
member a diner in that shopping 
center that would deliver your 
food to you [on the counter] by a 
toy train. There was a movie the-
ater and bowling alley in there 
too.”

Though he calls Ronkonko-
ma, L.I., home, Roach hopes to 
have a place in the city one day.

The entertainer also talked 
about his former short-lived 
NYPD career and his love of 
hockey and the Rangers.

“Although my father, two 
brothers and sister loved be-
ing police officers, it was not 
for me,” he said. “I worked in 
Queens in the late ‘90s. I hated 
writing people tickets because 
I was struggling and knew how 
it felt to receive one. But I made 
a lot of good friends though and 
had some laughs,” he said.

Roach said he’s been a Rang-
ers fan since he was eight years 
old, despite all the Islanders fans 
around.

“Growing up a Ranger fan in 
New York Islander country was 
not easy as a kid,” he said. “Espe-
cially during their four-champi-
onship run. Whenever the Rang-
ers are in the playoffs my life as I 
know it is on hold.”

Roach also shared a couple 
memorable moments from his 
career, including his big break.

“I was performing my stand-
up on a quiet Wednesday night 
at McGuire’s Comedy Club on 
Long Island (Bohemia) when 
Kevin James walked in and saw 
me and ultimately cast me on his 
show as his good friend, Mott,” 
he said. 

James became a mentor for 
Roach, who said he learned a lot 
from the comedy legend.

“Working with Kevin was 
surreal. He took me under his 

wing right away. I learned a lot 
from him as an actor, and also as 
a comedian, opening up for him 
in theaters across the country,” 
Roach said. “I’m very blessed. I 
made friends for life working on 
that show. I miss them already.”

He highlighted another 
special moment “that was re-
ally cool,” when he got perform 
a scene in an independent film 
with Al Pacino.  

In his spare time, the warm-
hearted comedian enjoys coach-
ing youth hockey as well as 
hanging out with family and 
friends. A big believer in giving 
back, Roach often hosts charity 
events, where he shares his com-
edy. Between gigs, he also spends 
a lot of time writing comedy and 
enjoys playing his guitar in an 
original hard rock band called 
Ridgehaven.

Like many stand-up comics, 
Roach — whose favorite comedy 
spots include Governors Comedy 
Clubs on Long Island as well as 
Gotham and The Comic Strip in 
the city — just likes to joke about 
humorous, everyday stuff that 
people can relate to, and talks 
about his family and things that 
he finds funny. He says he would 
have loved to have met both of 
his comedy influences, Jackie 
Gleason and Rodney Danger-
field. But meeting and connect-
ing with his audiences are just 
as important.

Continued from Page 51 

CHRIS ROACH
9-5 The Musical — Pushed to 
the boiling point, three female 
co-workers concoct a plan 
to get even with the sexist, 
egotistical, lying, hypocritical 
bigot they call their boss. In a 
hilarious turn of events, Violet, 
Judy, and Doralee live out 
their wildest fantasy: giving 
their boss the boot. While Hart 
remains “otherwise engaged,” 
the women give their 
workplace a dream makeover, 
taking control of the company 
that had always kept them 
down. Hey, a girl can scheme, 
can’t she?
When: Friday, Aug. 3, and 
Saturday, Aug. 4, at 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, Aug. 5, at 2 p.m.
Where: Post Theatre (Building 
T4), Fort Tilden, Rockaway 
Point
Cost: $25 for adults; $20 for 
seniors
Contact: (718) 374-6400 

The Wizard of Oz — Join 
Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the 
Tinman and the Cowardly Lion 
as they come to life in this 
theatrical production.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 8, from 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Highland Park
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 235-4100

Shakespeare in the 
Park: Alls Well That Ends 
Well — Having restored 
the King’s health with a 
miraculous potion, Helena 
asks for nothing in return 
but to wed her heart’s love, 
Count Bertram. When the 
Count arrogantly refuses 
to marry beneath his class 
and fl ees from both king and 
bride to the nearest war, 
Shakespeare’s courageous 
heroine must stop at nothing 
to bring him home.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 8, from 
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Unisphere at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

Shakespeare in the Park: 
The Tragedy of King 
Lear — Join the Friends 
of Cunningham Park for a 
performance of Shakespeare’s 
spectacular tragedy which 
pits good against evil.
When: Thursday, Aug. 9, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Cunningham Park
Cost: Free

10 MATINECOCK AVE
PORT WASHINGTON NY

516-944-7900

LAMOTTAS.NET
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE

GEORGIA DINER
80-26 QUEENS BLVD, ELMHURST, NY 11373 

718.426.2229  FREE PARKING ON SITE

M A G N A
I T A L I A N  R I S T O R A N T E

35-25 FARRINGTON ST  718.445.3352  6:30AM–10:00PM
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER  CLOSED MONDAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 
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to advocate for the election of 
leaders who actually do the job 
they were elected to do. Senator 
Peralta will continue his public 
service as a leader in the Pan-
American community as well 
as all other New Yorkers,” said 

William Salgado, of the Pan-
American Club.

Peralta is a former mem-
ber of the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference, a break-
away democratic group that 
caucused separately from 
both the mainline party and 
the Republicans, but negoti-
ated with the conservative 
majority with the goal in 

mind of passing progressive 
legislation.

The IDC dissolved in April 
2017 after a peace agreement 
was struck between the war-
ring Democrats.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

59th out of the world’s top 
100 airports and will reach 
capacity by 2020 in terms 
of how many air travelers it 
can accommodate if it does 
not make improvements, ac-
cording to the Vision Plan, 
which the Governor’s Air-
port Advisory Panel wants 
to fix. 

The panel consists of 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, and members 
of the the Port Authority, the 
Department of Transporta-
tion, the Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority and others who 
believe the best path for JFK 
is to enhance older terminals, 
create newer ones and make 

them more interconnected; 
improve access and transpor-
tation to JFK; and leverage 
private capital and public/
private partnerships to fur-
ther enhance the airport. 

A timeline for the $10 
billion redevelopment of 
the airport has yet to be re-
leased by Cuomo or the Port 
Authority. 

MWBEs that are in the 
construction, commodities 
and consulting industries 
could greatly benefit from 
the vision of the advisory 
panel.

In the last two years, the 
MWBEs that were utilized 
statewide accounted for 53 
percent of construction jobs, 
27 percent of service con-
sultants, 15 percent of com-
modities and 5 percent of 

construction consultations, 
according to the Division of 
Minority and Women’s Busi-
ness Development Annual 
Report for Fiscal Year 2016-
2017.

Between 2016 and 2017, 
27.2 percent of MWBEs were 
utilized, according to the Di-
vision of Minority and Wom-
en’s Business Development.

“The effort to transform 
the airport for the 21st cen-
tury is just about underway. 
Now is the time to get ready 
because when the shovels 
hit the dirt at groundbreak-
ing, it will be too late,” said 
Sanders. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

until O’Neill Jr. returned 
from a 1956 tour of duty as 
a U.S. Army cook in Hawaii 
and turned the establish-
ment into a restaurant. In 
May 2011, the family-owned-
and-operated business for 83 
years was ravaged by a fire, 
the staff spent two years re-
building the restaurant and 
it reopened in August 2013. 

During the rebuilding, 
O’Neill would sit outside 
with his friends in the sum-
mer months in the swelter-
ing heat and humidity, Pyle 
said. 

“He had his choice.  He  
could’ve been out in Long 
Island, his daughter lives 
in Cape Cod, but he still al-
ways wanted to be in Mas-
peth,” Pyle said. 

Lynn Catapano, who 
has worked at O’Neill’s as 
a hostess for over 18 years, 
described O’Neill as simply 
“amazing.” 

“He gave me a job when 
I really needed one,” said 
Catapano. “He was ex-
tremely giving, very gener-
ous, and I can’t say enough 
about him. He was a family 
man, a friend, a great guy.” 

Catapano added that “it’s 
hard to believe that he’s not 
going to walk through the 
door...he was full of life and 
had an amazing spirit. He 
was always thinking about 
how to make the business 
better.” 

O’Neill is survived by his 
brother James; wife Mary; 
son George; daughters Tara, 
Mary Beth, Deirdre, Jen-
nifer and Tracy; daughter-
in-law Jennifer; son-in-laws 
Danny, Brian, Emile and 
Michael; and grandchildren 
Daniel, Caitlin, Jack, Mi-
chaela, Riley, Kieran, Molly, 
Madison, Sean, Logan, Han-
nah, Ryan, Shea, Dylan, 
Matthew and Mason.

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

which student is likely to be 
successful in those fields of 
study. Especially in special-
ized high schools, which ca-
ter to specific skills, students 
continue to compete and push 
each other academically -- and 
I believe that this test is ben-
eficial to the city as a whole.”

 He represents a large 
chunk of School District 26, 
the highest performing dis-
trict academically in the city.

Braunstein is working 
hard to address the epidemic 
of mass shootings in United 
States by protecting New 
Yorkers through legislation 
he helped pass that bans 
bump stocks, an accessory 
that fits onto the butt of semi-
automatic assault weapons to 
harness the recoil of the rifle 
and simulate full-automatic, 
continuous firing.

Bump stocks became the 
centerpiece of public attention 
after a gunman in a Las Vegas 
hotel killed 59 people and left 
another 800 wounded.

“New York has some of the 
strongest gun control laws in 
the country, but yet we can still 
go further,” Braunstein said.

Braunstein’s Red Flag Gun 
Bill, which has passed the 
Assembly but not the Senate, 
would allow law enforcement, 
family members or school offi-
cials to petition a court to take 

people’s firearms away for a 
temporary period of time, if 
they show clear and convinc-
ing evidence that they are 
likely to cause serious harm 
to themselves or others, until 
they are no longer considered 
to be a threat.

He hopes to influence the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to change arrival and de-
parture routes from LaGuar-
dia Airport to resolve the 
problem of excessive airplane 
noise over northeast Queens.

“This is a consistent issue 
that personally bothers me,” 
he said. “When I wake up and 
hear the noise from the air-
craft, I usually know which 
flight pattern it is and how long 
the noise will last. I even have 
a sound meter in my house to 
track the noise levels.”

Braunstein has plans for 
changing how Albany runs by 
helping to create a matching 
funds initiative similar to the 
city program that contributes 
to campaigns in order to keep 
big money out of politics and 
provide equal opportunity 
to anyone financially if they 
plan to run for office.

“In the past 7 1/2 years, 
we’ve passed the Pay Family 
Leave Act, the Campus Safety 
Bill, increased minimum wage 
and sent in eight on-time bud-
gets, compared to this district’s 
historically late budgets in the 
past,” Braunstein said. “Those 
are all great statistics -- and 
that’s the record I am going to 
run on.”

After being see minor 
uin Queens for 12 years, she 
hopes to help pass progres-
sive legislation such as the 
Gender Expression Non-
Discrimination Act,  which 
has not passed in the GOP 
majority state Senate.

“I am proud to endorse Me-
lissa Sklarz for state Assem-
bly because it’s clear she has 
a vision for change and the 
experience needed to get re-
sults up in Albany,” Dromm 
said. “As someone who ran 
an insurgent campaign for 
City Council in 2009, with 
the help of people like Me-
lissa, I know that she will go 
to Albany ready to challenge 
authority and stand up for 
what is right.”

Sklarz has served as the 
president of the Stonewall 
Democratic Club and was del-
egate for the U.S. Electoral 
College during the 2016 Dem-
ocratic National Convention. 
In 2004, she became the first 
transgender delegate elected 
to the Democratic National 
Committee and served on the 
credentials committee.

“Queens values are under 

attack and we need progres-
sive leaders in Albany who 
are ready to stand up and 
protect the rights of all New 
Yorkers,” Van Bramer said. 
“Over the years, Melissa 
has exhibited a rare ability 
to build broad-based coali-
tions to solve issues. I know 
she will provide strong lead-
ership and be an outspoken 
voice for affordable housing, 
public transportation, edu-
cation, women, immigrants, 
and the LGBTQ community.”

The primary will be Sept. 
13 and Eric Butkiewicz is 

running as the Republican 
nominee in the November 
general election.

Barnwell was elected to 
the western Queens office 
after unseating then-state 
Assemblywoman Margaret 
Markey in the 2016 Demo-
cratic primary and later 
defeating Republican nomi-
nee Tony Nunziato in the 
general.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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Melissa Sklarz is hoping to be the first transgender woman in the New 
York State Assembly in her challenge to Assemblyman Brian Barnwell. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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advantaged. 
Statistics from the city’s 

Department of Education 
show that blacks and Lati-
nos in total make up only 10 
percent of the student body 
in these remaining eight 
institutions. 

Of the eight schools, 
only one is in the borough: 
the Queens High School for 
the Sciences at York Col-
lege located at 94-50 159 St. 
in Jamaica. 

What seemed like a sim-
ple initiative by the mayor 
has actually sown division 
amongst Queens Democrats 
in the southern and north-
ern portions of the borough. 

In southern Queens, state 
Assemblywoman Alicia 
Hyndman (D-Springfield 
Gardens) and City Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Far Rockaway) have sup-
ported de Blasio. U.S. Rep 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) have come out 
against de Blasio’s measure 
to drop the specialized test, 
and have suggested identify-
ing students who are gifted 

and fostering their educa-
tional prowess in gifted pro-
grams and creating more 
specialized high schools. 

State Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-St. Albans) falls in 
the middle. He agrees that 
a single test should not 
determine the eligibility 
of a student’s educational 
career, since not every 
child is always a great test 
taker, but he also believes 
additional gifted programs 
in middle schools and new 
specialized high schools 
are necessary. 

“In my district there are 
students of color that passed 
the specialized high school 
test, but don’t go because 
their parents don’t want to 
have to send them to Brook-
lyn, Bronx, and Manhat-
tan,” Comrie said. “We need 
another specialized high 
school in Queens.”

Avella wants his bill to 
bring people together.  

“We must not pit one 
group of people against an-
other but rather expand edu-
cational opportunities for 
all,” said Avella. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

port. 
“Our hospital is first in 

line to provide life-saving 
emergency services to trav-
elers suffering a heart at-
tack, heart failure or other 
life-threatening heart prob-
lems,” said the medical 
center said. “Each year our 
ambulances transport ap-
proximately 2,500 people 
from JFK and 10 percent of 
those emergency cases are 
the result of a cardiac issue 
or stroke.”

According to Dr. Zoran 
Lasic, the director of the 
Cardiac Cath Lab at the 
medical center, many of the 
patients who arrive at the 
hospital either already had 
heart issues before they 
were traveling or they devel-
oped thrombosis, which is a 
blood clot in the circulatory 
system, because of their in-
activity while on a plane. 

“Many of [the patients] 
have pre-existing diseases, 
and in addition to that there 
is the cabin pressure, and 
the duration of the f light 
predisposes them to risk 
and the other patients de-

velop thrombosis,” said La-
sic. “Imagine sitting on the 
airplane for five hours…and 
not moving.”

Travelers sitting closer to 
the window seat who are sur-
rounded by other passengers 
on planes tend to develop 
heart issues the most often, 
according to Lasic. 

Thrombosis can lead to a 
patient having a pulmonary 
embolism, which is a sudden 
blockage of arteries in the 
lung, according to Lasic.  

When it comes to the 
southeast Queens commu-
nity, the hospital estimates 
that cardiac disease will 
increase by 12 percent and 
stroke admissions will in-
crease by 11 percent within 
five years because of many 
risk factors in that popula-
tion that are not addressed. 

Risk factors include lack 
of activity, obesity, smoking, 
high cholesterol and blood 
pressure, and diabetes, ac-
cording to Lasic. 

More than 150 patients 
are admitted to the hospi-
tal for acute heart attack, 
some of who have a type 
called STEMI, which means 
a coronary artery is com-
pletely blocked and there-
fore a large part of the heart 
muscle is unable to receive 

blood, according to Lasic. 
The southeast Queens 

community is also devel-
oping Type 2 Diabetes at a 
younger age range, accord-
ing to Lasic. Traditionally 
the non-hereditary form of 
diabetes develops in people 
in their 40s to 50s, but the 
people in the local commu-
nity are developing diabetes 
in their 30s. 

The hospital is also near 
capacity year-round with its 
40-bed unit filled with people 
in stable condition who have 
cardiac issues and its seven-
bed unit for its coronary 
care unit for people in need 
of intensive care, according 
to Hinck. 

The new equipment al-
lows doctors to do full body 
scans on patients and get 
precise 3D visualizations 
of arteries, without having 
to move the person, and re-
quires less radiation to get 
the images, according to 
Lasic. This helps doctors to 
choose the best course of ac-
tion and to operate faster. 

“This enables us to per-
form procedures in a fast 
and accurate fashion to give 
the best results possible,” 
said Lasic. “We are working 
constantly for the best of the 
community.”

Continued from Page 5 
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The Mets’ front office 
failed to shape a new future 
for the organization prior to 
the trade deadline. Not only 
did the club elect not to make 
any major moves to bring 
back blue chip prospects to 
the franchise, it floundered 
on the field, too. 

The Mets were dealt a 
historic loss at the hands 
of the Washington Nation-
als, losing 25-4 in D.C. hours 
after the deadline passed. 
Yet their failure in the front 
office was arguably worse 
than it was on the field. 

Led by a trio of general 

managers after Sandy Al-
derson stepped aside, the 
club only made two minor 
moves that were panned 
league-wide. 

First, they traded star 
reliever Jeurys Familia to 
the Oakland Athletics for a 
unspectacular return. The 
Mets received 23-year-old 
third baseman Will Tof-
fey — the A’s fourth-round 
pick in the 2017 draft — and 
26-year-old reliever Bobby 
Wahl. Neither prospect 
moves the needle. The A’s 
are also responsible for ab-

John Ricco is just one part of the Mets’ current three-headed general 
manager setup who failed to make an impact on the club during the 
trade deadline season. AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

Past and present members 
of the St. John’s University 
athletic department joined to-
gether at the school’s annual 
Jack Kaiser Golf Classic last 
month to celebrate the legacy 
of the Red Storm baseball pro-
gram and one of its key mem-
bers, Jack Kaiser.

The July 23 event, held at 
Cherry Valley Club in Gar-
den City, L.I., recognized 
Don Giordano and the 1968 
baseball squad on the golden 
anniversary of its College 
World Series run 50 years 
ago. Giordano was presented 
with the Jack Kaiser Base-
ball Advocate Award, which 
is the highest honor the St. 
John’s baseball program be-
stows on an alumni, friends, 
benefactors, parents, coaches 
or fans.

Kaiser spoke at the event 
and applauded those who 
helped build the St. John’s 
baseball program into what it 
has become today. 

“Every single person in 
this room is to be congratu-
lated on helping our St. John’s 
University baseball program 
to be successful,” Kaiser said. 
“After a long while, wins and 
losses are OK, but they’re not 
the primary thing that we 
need to think about as people 
who are involved with young 
people.”

The day began with 18 
holes of golf, followed by 
a cocktail reception that 

brought together alumni and 
supporters of the program 
spanning eight decades. 

After the reception, the 
formal portion of program be-
gan with a welcome from Dave 
Gildea, the evening’s emcee, 
and additional remarks and 
were delivered by Interim 
Athletics Director Kathy 
Meehan and Head Baseball 
Coach Ed Blankmeyer.

After dinner was served, 
the night’s special awards 
were handed out. Giordano 
was welcomed to the podium 
by former St. John’s team-
mate Sebby Borriello.

Following Giordano’s re-
marks, a pair of 1968 College 
World Series participants, Ed 
Waters and Frank Palmieri, 
shared stories from their his-
toric playing days in Queens.

Jack Kaiser at the annual Jack Kaiser Golf Classic.  St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 60

Mets botched deadline
not surprising at all

A baseball legacy
St. John’s celebrates program’s storied history

Zach 
Gewelb
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sorbing the remaining $3 mil-
lion on Familia’s contract. 

How sad is that? The Mets, 
a supposed big market team, 
shipping off one of their best 
trade chips for two insignifi-
cant prospects and $3 million.

Making matters worse, 
Familia was the first big 
name reliever traded. Had 
they waited for Zack Britton 
— the best reliever on the 
market — to be moved, they 
could have started a bidding 
war for Familia, the second-
best reliever available. In-
stead, they got very little in 
return for one of their best 
assets. 

The Mets also moved in-
fielder Asdrubal Cabrera 
to the Phillies for Double-A 
right-hander Franklyn Ki-
lome. New York saved the 
remaining $2.8 million of Ca-
brera’s contract, which is as-
sumed by the Phillies. So for 
the second time in July, the 
Mets traded a valuable asset 
for chump change. 

The club had a real chance 
to start a rebuild by shipping 
off some of their finer assets 
like Noah Syndergaard, Zack 

Wheeler or Steven Matz, all 
of whom have dealt with inju-
ry problems over the last few 
seasons. They could break 
at any moment and the Mets 
had a chance to capitalize on 
their health before either one 
gets hurt again.

Wheeler’s name was 
f loated around at the dead-
line, but the Mets’ asking 
price was reportedly too 
high. Same goes for Synder-
gaard, who is arguably the 

Mets’ most talented pitcher, 
but carries perhaps the most 
risk given his injuries the 
last two seasons. 

Jacob deGrom was the 
team’s best trade chip. He is 
under team control through 
the 2020 season and would 
have been the best starting 
pitcher on the market. The 
Mets could’ve asked for a 
king’s ransom in return for 
deGrom and brought back 
the type of prospects that 
could change the future of a 
franchise. But the deadline 
passed and deGrom, like Syn-
dergaard, Wheeler and Matz, 
is still here.

Rather than move some 
of their controllable assets, 
the Mets elected to only move 
their rentals. Both Familia 
and Cabrerea are eligible for 
free agency after the season. 
Rentals bring back signifi-
cantly less in trades than 
players with more than one 
year of control. And those 
returns were further dimin-
ished when the Mets asked 
their trade partners to pick 
up salary. Had the team 
agreed to continue paying 
for Cabrera and Familia, it 
would have received much 
more in their packages. 

While the Mets didn’t 
make any splashy moves, 

Continued from Page 59 

Mets

The Mets’ front office has been 
lost without Sandy Alderson, who 
stepped down erlier this season to 
deal with his health issues. AP

the front office can’t really 
be blamed. After Alderson 
stepped down, the Mets 
named John Ricco, J.P. Ric-
ciardi and Omar Minaya as 
acting general managers. 
Three people were chosen to 
do a job meant for one.

A general manager is sup-
posed to have a vision for 
the organization and make 
roster moves to realize that 
vision. That becomes much 
harder to do when there are 
three different people lead-
ing the charge. 

The Mets have said that 
they will search for a new 
general manager outside 
the organization to lead the 
franchise. That puts the cur-
rent general manager trio in 
a tough spot. How can they 
be expected to trade off key 
pieces in the organization 

for prospects when they don’t 
know who the new general 
manager would be? Those 
kind of moves need to be 
made by the man in charge. 
And right now, that person 
doesn’t exist. 

So, the Mets elected to 
hang on to their controllable 
assets, hoping and praying 
that they stay healthy to ei-
ther be moved in the offsea-
son, or be a part of the new 
GM’s plan to possibly com-
pete for a playoff spot next 
year. It’s a big risk to take, 
and given the Mets’ recent 
luck, it’s impossible to be op-
timistic about their chances 
of success moving forward. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.
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and consistently,” said Brown. 
Reinoso, 31, also is charged 

with reckless endanger-
ment and endangering the 
welfare of a child, according 
to the DA. 

On Dec. 14, 2017, police offi-
cially ruled his death a homi-
cide, but by that time Reinoso, 
who was wanted for question-
ing, was nowhere to be found. 

U.S. Marshals in Alabama 
received a lead on the suspect 
earlier this year from their 
counterparts in New York’s 
Marshal Service Fugitive 
Task Force. On July 9, they 
were able to identify Reinoso, 
outside a Laundromat in the 
city of Atmore, entering a ve-
hicle on the passenger side in a 
car driven by an unidentified 
woman. 

A traffic stop was conducte, 
according to the U.S. Mar-
shals, and they were able to ar-
rest her without incident. 

Reinoso waived her extra-
dition, was returned to New 
York City the night of July 9 
and arraigned and charged 
July 26, according to the DA’s 
office. 

The charges levied 
against Reinoso indicated 

that Mikey was diagnosed 
with focal epilepsy in Octo-
ber 2012, and that his moth-
er was instructed multiple 
times on how to administer 
two daily doses of two dif-
ferent medications, and the 
boy’s doctor warned that 
failure to be consistent with 
his medicine could lead to 
frequent seizures and the 
possibility of death. 

The assault charge stems 
from a Sept. 7, 2016 incident 
in which the mother told 
the boy’s doctor that his sei-
zures increased and was told 
to bring him to the hospital 
“first thing” the next day, but 
the child was not taken to the 

hospital until Sept. 9, 2016. 
After being admitted to the 

hospital a day later than was 
requested, Mikey’s seizures 
multiplied and were nearly 
uncontrollable, because he 
was not given regular doses of 
one of his medications, accord-
ing to a report from a doctor’s 
examination.

Doctors had to give Mikey a 
high dose of anti-seizure medi-
cation to save his life and the 
seizures stopped, but the child 
had to be hospitalized for eight 
days, according to the crimi-
nal complaint. The defendant 
claimed she had only missed a 
single dose. 

Months later, Mikey died 
from improper administration 
of his medication. 

“The defendant in this case 
- the boy’s mother - after re-
peated instructions from the 
doctor failed to follow those 
simple instructions. Autopsy 
results show that the young-
ster died of a fatal overdose of 
one of his medications,” said 
Brown.

Reinoso’s bail was set at $1 
million, she was ordered to re-
turn to court Aug. 17 and could 
possibly face up to 25 years in 
prison if convicted, according 
to the DA. 

“The defendant now faces 
the possibility of a long term of 
incarceration,” said Brown. 

us very much today as we re-
light the arch,” Bean said.

 “However, times have 
changed and we tonight we will 
be lighting the arch in rainbow 
colors,” he said. “[Gavin] want-
ed there to be a gateway to the 
neighborhood and really advo-
cated for this.”

The original sign was dam-
aged by corrosion, according to 

Bean, and had to be scrapped 
altogether.

The older Gavin was instru-
mental in having the Sunny-
side Arch erected in 1983 after 
she opened Dazies Restaurant, 
at 39-41 Queens Blvd., in the 
early 1970s.

Keriba Gavin still runs 
Dazies since her mother’s 
death in July 2016 at the age of 
85.

Gavin also served as presi-
dent of the Sunnyside Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Roker, the chief executive offi-
cer of NYC Health + Hospital/
Queens. 

Overall, the entire project 
cost $5.8 million. In addition 
to Katz’s funds for the hospital, 
the city provided $2.4 million 
in funding for capital spend-
ing, and the City Council put 
up over $1.4 million to help 
with phases two to four.

In phase two, non-emer-
gency spaces will be relocated 
to another part of the hospital 
and three asthma cubicles will 
be added. In addition, two ex-
isting adult triage rooms and 

adjacent corridors will be reno-
vated. Phase three will include 
an emergency department pod 
featuring six new cubicles, five 
exam rooms, a nurse station 
and workroom, a medication 
room and expanded space for 
a workstation, break area, and 
locker rooms for new physician 
assistants. In the last phase, an 
existing nurse station will be 
renovated and reconfigured, 
and current cubicles will be 
refurbished.  

“This expansion will help 
us better serve those who en-
trust us with their care at some 
of life’s most difficult moments, 
and we are privileged to help 
them at such times,” said Presi-
dent and CEO Mitchell Katz, of 
NYC Health + Hospitals. 

Organized by Access 
Queens, which advocates 
for improvements to the No. 
7 train, the rally had many 
attendees criticizing City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) for 
calling for the installment of 
the bike lanes after the death 
of a bicyclist in the area.

“The media has been 
promoting Queens, the city 
has been promoting Queens 
as the place to be for many, 
many years. So now we’re 
the place to be, everyone 
wants to be here in Sunny-
side. How are we going to 
take infrastructure away?” 
Melissa Orlando, a founder 
of Access Queens, said. “We 
need municipal and residen-
tial parking to accommodate 
the people who work here, 
the people who come and 
spend money here and the 
people who come to worship 
here in Sunnyside. Every-
day when we get home from 
work, we have to think about 
where we will park, what are 
we doing. The mayor doesn’t 
live here.”

Although Van Bramer 
made the initial call for 
the installment of the bike 
lanes in April 2017, he later 
withdrew his support of the 
Vision Zero improvements 
after the community voiced 
heavy opposition.

Van Bramer has since 
renewed his support for the 

DOT proposal.
“The bike lanes should 

happen. It’s the right thing 
to do. And even if there is a 
political price to pay for say-
ing so, I should say it. So I 
am,” Van Bramer said in a 
July 26 Twitter statement. 
“I know that good people 
are opposed to the lanes 

based on honest concerns. 
However, a scorched earth 
campaign against bike lanes 
continues to inflame [and] 
divide. So much misinforma-
tion is being spread. So much 
fear stoked. But facts mat-
ter... Bike lanes save lives. 
They do not destroy neigh-
borhoods. Sunnyside [and] 

Woodside are good, strong, 
healthy places to live. They 
do not need to be saved from 
safety enhancements.”

The bike lane proposal 
went through multiple pub-
lic hearings where residents 
rejected the plan, which was 
revised several times before 
being struck down at Com-
munity Board 2 by a vote of 
27-8 in a June 7 meeting  that 
lasted about six hours and 
ended well after midnight.

“Nearly 300 people have 
been injured along Skillman 
and 43rd Avenues in Queens. 
2 lives have been lost,” de 
Blasio said on Twitter prior 
to the rally. “[DOT] has lis-
tened to voices across the 
community. I’ve instructed 
them to move forward with 
pedestrian safety and pro-
tected bike lanes that will 
save lives.”

Between 2012 and 2016, 
283 people were injured 
along these two corridors, 
including 34 bicyclists and 
61 pedestrians, according 
to DOT, with the remainder 
being motorists.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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Brent O’Leary from the Hunters Point Civic Association joined a rally in Sunnyside to speak out against the 
bike lanes on Skillman and 43rd avenues. Photo by Mark Hallum
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U.S. Marshals in Alabama appre-
hended Phyllis Reinoso, a Queens 
woman who lived in Jamaica and 
has been charged in the death of 
her son.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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